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Task Forces face
impossible task
Patrick Brown
The four Green Energy Task Forces
announced
by
the
provincial
government in November are supposed
to come up with their recommendations
in January. The exact date has not yet
been made public; if they know what it
is, they aren’t saying. Presumably
someone has to read them before the
public are allowed to see them.
The time was short to begin with—
only a couple of months, including the
Christmas and New Year’s holidays.
Public input was invited—to be
submitted by December 31. It was
suggested that this input would be
made public on the Task Force website,
but so far, in mid-January, nothing has
appeared. The Task Forces were heavily
weighted with friends of the
government and representatives of the
private power generation industry.
Neither BC Hydro nor BCUC, its
regulatory body, is directly represented
on any of the Task Forces; nor are there
representatives of BC’s electricity
consumers.
The makeup of the Task Forces; the
short time allowed for public input, the
work of the Task Forces, and
presentation of their results; and lack of
any reports on their progress have led to
the suspicion that their conclusions
were, in fact, predetermined.
Yet a perusal of the submissions
(published by their originators) which
are known to have been made before
the end-of-year deadline makes it clear
that there are important issues of both
policy and practice to be discussed. The
public has had little opportunity to
discuss them. The Task Forces, even if
they were meeting around the
Christmas tree, have had insufficient
time to give these issues full
consideration.
The Task Force members are busy
and talented people. The issues are
complex, and many are fundamental. It
may be that the absence of any
information on progress, or any public
definition of the issues, reflects the
simple fact that the Task Forces have
found that they cannot complete their
work in the short time allowed by the
Premier. If so, they should say so, now.
Otherwise, the worst of the public’s
suspicions will be confirmed.
TASK FORCE , please turn to page 8

Photo: Henny Schnare, www.henny.ca

Peek-a-boo view through the sandstone caves on Galiano Islands.

Commentary by Elizabeth May

Hul’qumi’num seek OAS
judgment on E&N lands

Copenhagen Reflections: was
anything accomplished?
The post-COP15 perspectives and
analyses have been grim and negative. It
could hardly be otherwise. Much of the
media has been focussed on finding
blame.
On December 22, in The Guardian ran
free-lancer Mark Lynas’ assessment:
‘How do I know China wrecked the
Copenhagen deal? I was in the room’
www.guardian.co.uk/profile/marklynas.
But even being ‘in the room’ in the
bizarre, last minute, non-UN process to
force a deal doesn’t give the full picture.
There is more than enough blame to go
around.
One starts with the host government.
Much was at stake, but Denmark’s
diplomatic efforts contributed to failure.
The poisoning of the negotiating climate
began on Day 2 with the leaked draft
Danish text—a rich countries’ agreement
to kill the Kyoto Protocol. Further
problems were the bizarre logistics and
security mess. It was egregious enough to
accredit 40,000 participants for a space
that accommodated 15,000 (and the UN
Climate secretariat must answer for much
of this mess), but when security barred
members of country delegations from the
building, the negotiating climate
worsened. China’s head of delegation was
reported to have been denied access for
the first few days. At times, Brazil’s senior
negotiator was unable to get in the room.
As soon as the High Level segment
began and Prime Minister Rasmussen
took over chairing duties from
Environment
Minister
Connie
Hedegaard, things went from bad to
worse. The negotiators had worked all
night agreeing to a new text on the Kyoto
Protocol. As Minister Hedegaard left the
chair, she noted a new text would be
circulated soon from the Presidency. The

question hanging in the room was ‘where
is the text we negotiated all night?’ As she
retreated, Prime Minister Rasmussen
refused to allow the question to be
answered, so keen was he on keeping the
set speeches to take centre stage and run
on time. In this brief public display the
extent of the hostilities was clear. The
head of the Chinese delegation spoke of
the issue being a ‘matter of trust with the
host country.’ Brazil and India agreed, the
head of the Indian delegation still being
quite flustered by the problems he
encountered getting through security.
South Africa and the Sudan, speaking for
the group of 130 developing countries,
also spoke of a lack of transparency in
denying the primacy of the negotiated text
in favour of some new text from the chair.
Prime Minister Rasmussen ploughed
ahead, ignoring the flag of Venezuela,
cutting off none other than Hugo Chavez
who had already joined his negotiators in
the room.
The diplomatic gaffes continued the
next night as leaders from around the
world were invited to attend dinner with
the Queen of Denmark. In an effort to get
key leaders in the room for an informal
chat, Prime Minister Rasmussen invited
what he considered were the most
important countries. Rumour has it he
forgot to invite China. So, I do not doubt
that what Mark Lynas saw looked like
China wrecking a deal, but the wrecking
started with a bizarre number of affronts
to China before the world leaders arrived.
Blame also goes to Canada. In spring
2006 when Environment Minister Rona
Ambrose was President of the COP, post
Montreal’s hosting of COP11, Canada
made itself the ‘bad boy’ of climate talks.
With Canada actually chairing the
negotiations, Ambrose announced
COPENHAGEN, please turn to page 8

The Inter American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)
agreed on October 30, 2009, to hear the petition of the
Hul’qumi’num Treaty Group (HTG) concerning the
government’s allocation of a substantial area of their traditional
territories on southeastern Vancouver Island as payment for the
building of the E&N Railway in the mid nineteenth century. The
construction of the railway was a primary condition of British
Columbia joining Canada. While the native bands retained
hunting and fishing rights over their public lands and waters
within their traditional territories, no treaty was ever signed,
and no compensation was ever paid.
The HTG includes the Chemainus, Cowichan, Halalt (south
of Chemainus), Penelakut (Kuper Island, Galiano Island), Lake
Cowichan, and Lyackson (Valdez Island) First Nations.
The Commission is a part of the Organization of American
States (OAS), and most of its human rights cases concern
disputes in Central and South America. This case may well be
the first involving Canada.
The traditional territories of the HTG include much of
HUL’QUMI’NUM , please turn to page 9

Anti-prorogation rallies

Saturday, January 23, anti-prorogation rallies are planned for more than 50
communities across Canada. Local rallies include Victoria: 1pm, Centennial Square and
Vancouver: 1pm, Vancouver Art Gallery and march to Victory Square. Social media
networking initated this campaign. Online visit www.noprorogue.ca
Elizabeth May’s commentary on prorogation is on page 5 0
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Island Tides reaches the top with the help of Steve Wright.
Mt Everest from Kala Patar, 5545M. See story page 2

locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Campbell River—Island Highway @ Village Willow Point

good reading, great coffee — it’s time to get SERIOUS!
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Going Up ~ Steve Wright

T

wo-and-a-half years ago I joined fellow Pender Islanders
Chuck Burgess, Dan Charman, and Victoria resident
Cam Brown on a 23-day trek of the Annapurna circuit in
Nepal. While the main purpose of the trip was the trek, I was
hoping to climb a 7,000 metre peak called Tilicho. That hope
was dashed when we walked into a heavy snowfall a day from
Manang, the entry point towards the Tilicho base camp. We
were all sick with food poisoning so we didn't mind being held
up for a few days. After 3 days of snow, with avalanches
beginning to occur around us, we backtracked to Besi Sahar,
took a bus to Pokhara and ventured into the Annapurna
Sanctuary from there, eventually gaining the advanced base
camp of Annapurna (first climbed by Maurice Herzog in the
early ’50s).
It was a great trip with many unforgettable experiences,
vistas, and people along the way, so when the opportunity arose
to go back to Nepal to try another 7,000 metre mountain,
Baruntse in the Khumbu region, I was enthusiastic.
Unfortunately, those plans crashed early when my two climbing
friends from New Zealand were unable to join me.
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AT POINT ATKINSON
JANUARY/FEBRUARY

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

19
TU

0114
0818
1442
1933

4.9
15.1
8.9
11.5

1.5
4.6
2.7
3.5

27
WE

0436
0906
1318
2122

14.4
12.8
14.1
1.6

4.4
3.9
4.3
0.5

20
WE

0144
0840
1524
2034

5.9
15.1
7.9
11.2

1.8
4.6
2.4
3.4

28
TH

0513
1004
1429
2212

15.1
12.1
14.4
1.0

4.6
3.7
4.4
0.3

21
TH

0215
0903
1607
2149

7.2
15.1
7.2
10.8

2.2
4.6
2.2
3.3

29
FR

0546
1055
1537
2258

15.4
11.5
14.4
1.0

4.7
3.5
4.4
0.3

22
FR

0251
0929
1653
2330

8.5
14.8
6.2
11.2

2.6
4.5
1.9
3.4

30
SA

0617
1144
1640
2342

15.7
10.5
14.4
1.3

4.8
3.2
4.4
0.4

23
SA

0333
0957
1742

9.8
14.4
5.2

3.0
4.4
1.6

31
SU

0647
1234
1742

16.1
9.2
14.1

4.9
2.8
4.3

24
SU

0126
0433
1031
1836

11.8
11.2
14.4
4.3

3.6
3.4
4.4
1.3

1
MO

0024
0717
1325
1844

2.3
16.4
7.9
13.5

0.7
5.0
2.4
4.1

25
MO

0254
0605
1115
1932

12.8
12.1
14.1
3.3

3.9
3.7
4.3
1.0

TU

2

0105
0748
1416
1951

3.9
16.4
6.6
12.8

1.2
5.0
2.0
3.9

26
TU

0352
0749
1211
2028

13.8
12.8
14.1
2.3

4.2
3.9
4.3
0.7

WE

3

0147
0819
1509
2108

5.6
16.1
5.6
12.1

1.7
4.9
1.7
3.7

AT FULFORD HARBOUR
JANUARY/FEBRUARY

Rosemary Stallybrass (née Mulligan)
1913-2010
It is with great sadness that we announce the death of
Rosemary Stallybrass, peacefully on the 7th of January 2010
in Bedford (UK). Rosemary will be greatly missed by her
children, Paddy and Rosamond, daughter-in-law Philippa,
grandchildren Liam, Martyn and Alison, grandson-in-law
Paul, great-granddaughter, Mollie Rose and Martyn
Stallybrass's family.
Rosemary was born in Belfast and spent the early part
of her life in England. Tragically her first husband Desmond,
father of her children, died at the age of 39. She
subsequently married Martyn Stallybrass of western Canada
in 1962. Much of their married life was spent on Prevost
Island and later on Salt Spring Island.
From an early age she was a great traveller taking in
Ireland, Iceland, Albania, New Zealand, France, Germany
and for a large part of her later life the Gulf Islands. Together
with her husband Martyn she took a great interest in island
life particularly Prevost Island and the de Burgh family. She
was an expert needlewoman and fine artist making exquisite
Christmas and anniversary cards which are treasured by
many friends and family.
To sum up the person she was we can do no better than
reproduce a part of Barbara de Burgh's kind letter written
after Rosemary's death:
‘She and Martyn were almost like a second set of
parents to the four of us and we loved them dearly. She
was truly a remarkable person who could go anywhere
in the world and be at home, make friends and always
keep them, fit in and make the best of whatever
situation she was in while maintaining her own values
and standing up for them. She was always interested
in the welfare of all friends and family and certainly
devoted to you and Ros and all her grandchildren. We
found her to be a great friend in times of success with
a pat on the back for anyone who had done well, and
lots of sympathy and positive support for those who
were in difficulty’.
A service will be held in Bedford on Thursday, January
21st 2010.
Donations if desired may be made to a Hospice of your
choice.
P.F.F.
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19
TU

0033
0810
1433
1839

3.3
11.2
7.2
8.2

1.0
3.4
2.2
2.5

27
TU

0451
0818
1203
2039

10.8
10.5
10.8
0.7

3.3
3.2
3.3
0.2

20
WE

0101
0827
1513
1955

4.3
11.2
6.2
7.9

1.3
3.4
1.9
2.4

28
WE

0519
0924
1314
2126

11.2
10.2
11.2
0.3

3.4
3.1
3.4
0.1

21
TH

0128
0845
1554
2135

5.2
11.2
5.6
7.5

1.6
3.4
1.7
2.3

29
FR

0546
1016
1423
2212

11.5
9.8
10.8
0.3

3.5
3.0
3.3
0.1

22
FR

0154
0903
1636
2349

6.6
10.8
4.6
7.9

2.0
3.3
1.4
2.4

30
SA

0613
1106
1532
2255

11.5
8.9
10.5
1.0

3.5
2.7
3.2
0.3

23
SA

0214
0922
1721

7.5
10.8
3.9

2.3
3.3
1.2

31
SU

0639
1159
1643
2337

11.5
7.9
10.2
1.6

3.5
2.4
3.1
0.5

24
SU

0943
1809

10.8
3.0

3.3
0.9

1
MO

0704
1254
1757

11.8
6.9
9.5

3.6
2.1
2.9

25
MO

1012
1859

10.8
2.0

3.3
0.6

2
TU

0018
0730
1350
1919

3.0
11.8
5.6
8.9

0.9
3.6
1.7
2.7
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26
TU

0425
0633
1058
1949

10.5
10.2
10.8
1.3

3.2
3.1
3.3
0.4

3

0059
0757
1445
2050

4.6
11.8
4.6
8.5

1.4
3.6
1.4
2.6
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Later in 2009, I was not expecting the phone call from a
friend who asked if I would organize a trek to Everest Base
Camp for him and 13 others, and join them as an ‘interpreter’ of
sorts. When everything was in place, including air tickets and
hotels, a situation arose in which 11 out of the 13 cancelled. I was
not prepared to let go my considerable financial investment nor
did I want to waste many months of physical training, so I
contacted the remaining 2 of the group, Bob Munro and
Anthony Fulker, and we agreed to carry on without the others.
After 32 hours of flights through Bejing and Delhi, I met up with
them in Kathmandu and we flew out to Lukla the next day on
our way to Everest. I was happy to meet the porter, TLok, who
was with the original group on the Annapurna trek, and who
was accompanying me once again. He vowed to carry my pack
this time because Chuck and I carried our own packs last time
which earned him less money.
One might argue that the trek to Everest Base Camp is not as
difficult as the Annapurna route, the teahouses are cleaner,
more comfortable, and the days on the trail are shorter by 2—3
hours over only 16 days. However, the altitude is higher and by
the 6th day, Anthony was having to turn back due to high
altitude pulmonary edema (HAPE), in which the lungs begin to
fill with liquid. It was a hard decision for him to head down but
continuing upward could have easily threatened his life. Bob
had taken the medication Diamox earlier which helps prevent
high altitude illnesses but does not cure it.
Later that day, the temperature dropped considerably. Snow
fell and the skies cleared. Once we were settled in Gorak Shep,
we headed up Kala Pattar (5545M or 18,200ft) to view Everest,
because she would not be visible from Base Camp. The climb
was a relatively easy 2 hours of up but the altitude made it
difficult for many with 57 % of the oxygen available at sea level.
It was the highest Bob had been, quite an accomplishment on
his part. The wind was waiting for us up top, coming like a
freight train that drained the heat from the body (I was down to
156 lbs), but the spectacular view more than compensated.
The following day took me to base camp to look with sadness
and concern at the once great Khumbu Glacier which had
retreated over the past 10 years, now cowering in the cleft
between Nuptse and the West Shoulder. It had retreated as far
as the eye can see, a full day's trek from the original Base Camp.
This is where global warming slaps you into consciousness. It is
these glaciers that provide water for 1/3 of the world's
population and it is drying up: fast.
In a few hours I was heading home again, with 7 more days
on the trail, a short flight to Kathmandu, a hot shower, and a
different menu not comprised entirely of rice, pasta, and watery
porridge.
It was once said that Nature saves her best for those who
work a little harder. I couldn't agree more. 0

Axworthy elected president
of international World
Federalist Movement
Lloyd Axworthy, former Canadian Foreign Minister (19962000), has been elected International President of the World
Federalist Movement—Institute for Global Policy (WFM-IGP).
Located in both New York and in The Hague, WFM-IGP is an
international non-governmental organization that has
consultative status with the United Nations.
During his tenure at Foreign Affairs, Axworthy developed a
reputation for high-level activism. Axworthy was a key figure in
promoting the Land Mines Treaty and the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court, and for advancing ‘human
security,’ a framework that considers the circumstances of
individuals, not only states, in international policy development
and decision-making. Axworthy's book Navigating a New
World—Canada's Global Future tells the story of his many
other initiatives, including those on behalf of war-affected
children.
The World Federalist Movement was created in 1947 by
those concerned that the structure of the new United Nations
was too similar to the League of Nations which had failed to
prevent World War II. Both organizations were loosely
structured as associations of sovereign nation-states, with few
autonomous powers.
Axworthy succeeds another Canadian, former Senator Lois
Wilson, who had replaced the actor and humanitarian Sir Peter
Ustinov upon his death in 2004.0
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Earthquake Day in Port au Prince ~ Chris Rollings

The following is a blog entry from Chris Rollings, director of
Clean Water for Haiti (www.rollingsinhaiti.wordpress.com).
It was posted Wednesday, January 13. Permission was
granted to publish it in Island Tides as a first hand account.
Please be advised that the description of the devastation is
disturbing.

Y

esterday was absolutely terrible. I’m going to share my
whole experience because I’m hoping it will be
therapeutic. In any case I think I’m going to have
nightmares for a long time.
I spent the day in Port au Prince getting a loaner vehicle from
the Toyota dealer and then taking care of some mission
business. On my way out of town in the afternoon, I was on
Delmas 9 (I think) and the loaner vehicle I had just picked up
broke down. I called the dealer to come get it. Shortly after they
arrived, the earthquake hit.
I’m ashamed of the first thought that went through my mind,
which was ‘Cool, I’ve never been in a big earthquake before!’ As
the quake rolled on, though, I remembered the conversations
I’ve had with the other missionaries about what an earthquake
would mean for Haiti. Of course, it would be devastating.
Construction materials and methods aren’t just shoddy, they’re
suicidal, but now isn’t the time to rampage, just to tell you about
my experiences.
I didn’t actually fall on the ground, but I stumbled around
quite a bit. When the tremors ceased, a large dust cloud was
rising from the building a few doors down. A 3 story school full
of teenage girls had collapsed. I stood around looking stupid for
longer than I’d like to admit. I looked at the truck from Toyota,
tried to call my wife (the service was out) and looked around me
at people’s reactions. Virtually everyone reacted in strange
ways. Eventually, I went to the school and started working to
pull trapped students from the wreckage.
The work was very hard because I was working by myself.
People would come up and shout into the wreckage, ‘Is so-andso inside?’ at the top of their lungs repeatedly. I would ask for
help in moving rubble and they would say they have to find their
own people. One guy stayed and helped, on and off. I got one girl
out, who was very frantic. I told her to stop shouting and pray
for help. She was about 10 feet deep under the collapsed cement
roof of the building. At one point I went and borrowed a
hammer from someone to break up the large piece of cement
that she was trapped behind. The aftershocks scared the crap
out of me, and I really didn’t like being under that cement slab.
There was an obviously dead woman under the slab with us.
When the girl was out, I took my hammer and moved over to
find the next trapped girl. All I could see was her face and left
arm, and she frantically called out to me. I asked her to calm
down because it would help me to work and asked her to pray
for both of us. She calmed down and became very brave. I was
having trouble seeing her where she was jammed under the
slab. I pulled out a very large piece of rubble that didn’t really
help Jacqueline at all (her name was Jacqueline). There was
some sort of object behind that rubble and when I went to move
it it turned out to be another girl’s bottom. The girl cried out but
I could barely hear her—her whole head was underneath rubble.
At this point I began to realize that I was in over my head. All
I had was a hammer, and it was quickly becoming pitch dark
with twilight fading and no electricity anywhere. I tried to
borrow a flashlight, but it was impossible. I had a moment of
feeling intense helplessness. After thinking and praying for a
minute, I told Jacqueline that I had to leave her and find more
help. I couldn’t do anything without a flashlight, and she needed
to keep praying and remember that her parents were coming to
look for her.
I walked 4 or 5 miles to a place where I could get a bus, then
got on one eventually made it home just after 9pm. On my way
home, I resolved to return to Port au Prince the next day with 2
trucks full of tools and workers to do whatever we could. I met
a guy on the bus who was holding a sandwich. He had left his
house to go buy a sandwich when the earthquake hit. He
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returned to his home to find it flattened, then went to the school
that he teaches at to find it flattened. With nothing left but a
sandwich in his hand, and $7 in his sock, he set out for Cap
Haitien to be with the rest of his family.
I slept a little bit last night even though I kept thinking of
Jacqueline and her classmate stuck in the rubble, in the dark.
This morning all of the workers enthusiastically loaded all the
tools we could use into the trucks along with food and water and
set off for Port au Prince. I took them to the school and quickly
made my way to the place Jacqueline and the other student
were but both of them were dead.
Some of the local people had been working through the night
to rescue their loved ones. They had found lighting and hack
saws and had already pulled some people out, including a lot of
bodies. We joined their efforts with our power tools. Quickly, we
pulled out two more living girls and then a third. The fourth and
fifth were a lot more work and each had a severely crushed foot.
After that, there were no more cries for help, even when
everybody went quiet in order to listen. Lots of dead bodies were
still stuck, but getting at them would require large machines.
At that point, I decided to tackle the problem of the growing
pile of bodies, which were starting to smell. A volunteer from the
community collected all the identifying information he could,
and the various family members all signed off. It turned out to
be a mistake. The General Hospital, which houses Port au
Prince’s only government run morgue, has been destroyed.
After we had already loaded the bodies (10 or so) the problem
was explained to me. I saw some nuns driving by and asked
them where I could find a morgue and they told me that they
buried their dead directly, and they heard talk of a big hole being
dug out by Ti Tanyen for the others. So we unloaded the bodies
back into the lane, where I’m sure they still remain.
We spent an hour boring a hole through a floor into a
collapsed chamber to try to rescue a 2 year old child but the cries
had stopped before we even began.
We’re not going to go back tomorrow because I strongly
suspect that most people that can be rescued have already been
rescued, and buildings that still have survivors will have plenty
of volunteers from now on. Today was by far the most important
day for rescues.
This has been a very emotional experience for me. The
bodies stopped bothering me after a while, but I think what I
will always carry with me is the conversation I had with
Jacqueline before I left her. How could I leave someone who
was dying, trapped in a building! That’s so wrong! At the very
least, she needed someone to sit and comfort her in her last
hours. But if I hadn’t found my way home last night, then today
I wouldn’t have been able to bring the CWH crew in. Still,
leaving her was one of the hardest things I’ve ever done. She
seemed so brave when I left! I told her I was going to get help,
but I didn’t tell her I would be gone until morning. I think this
is going to trouble me for a long time.

An attempt by the BC government to facilitate public discussion
on water policy appears to have been hamstrung by censorship.
On the web page www.livingwatersmart.ca the public is invited
to become ‘involved’ in the discussion: ‘Living Water Smart blog
launched’ The website states: ‘Over the coming weeks and
months, we will be using a new Living Water Smart blog to
encourage water stewardship in BC, share ideas and stories, and
celebrate our water smart successes. The blog will be used to
support dialogue on modernizing the Water Act and will
complement a public discussion paper and a series of regional
meetings to be announced early in 2010. To join the discussion
all you have to do is select comment and tell us what you think.
Have your say on how BC can be a world leader in water
stewardship.’
Environmental activist Ingmar Lee reports that his initial
submission has been rejected, with the following polite letter
from the BC government webmaster:
Dear Mr Lee:
Thank you for your comment to the Living Water Smart
Blog. Unfortunately we cannot publish your comment
because it does not meet our Terms of Use
www.livingwatersmart.ca/ blog/terms-of-use.html or
Moderation
Policy
www.livingwater
smart.ca/blog/policy.html.
Your comment names an elected representative and some
content in your comment could be considered defamatory. If
resubmitted without these references, we would be happy to
publish your comment. Comments may be resubmitted via
reply email or through the comment section on the blog.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Living Water Smart, Water Stewardship Division,
Ministry of Environment
To be fair, Ingmar Lee did name Premier Campbell, and he
did attribute environmentally undesirable actions to certain
forestry companies; these are probably what the webmaster felt
‘could be considered defamatory.’ But Mr Lee’s main expressed
concern was about private land logging in municipal
watersheds, and he particularly mentioned Jump Lake, a water
source for Nanaimo. His concluding paragraph read:
‘If the Campbell government is serious about protecting the
water supply, it should immediately confiscate all privately held
community drinking water supply areas, and designate all such
areas, public and private, as off-limits to any sort of logging. We
need the very highest standards of protection for these lands
which must be set aside solely for the production of pure
drinking water, in perpetuity. Politically, such action would be
easily accomplished. However, such action will naturally be
resisted from the giant corporations to which the Campbell
government is so beholden.’
Mr Lee’s comment on the government reaction: ‘Well, just as
expected, the blog is a useless PR scam.’ 0

Clean Water for Haiti (CWH) was established in 2001 by a
Canadian couple and is a volunteer run, faith based missions
and humanitarian aid organization. As a registered non-profit
organization in Canada and
the US, CWH works to
L e g i s l a t iv e A s s e m bl y of Br i t i s h C olum bia
provide sustainable solutions
to the water crisis in Haiti.
SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO REVIEW THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
AND PROTECTION OF PRIVACY ACT
Although filters for clean
water are not essential for
Ron Cantelon, MLA (Parksville-Qualicum) Chair
immediate ‘relief’, the entire
Doug Routley, MLA (Nanaimo-North Cowichan) Deputy Chair
country is in need of clean
water and donations will aid
with the rebuilding of Haiti.
For more information visit:
www.cleanwaterforhaiti.org
SHARE YOUR VIEWS
for more information or to
An all-party committee of the Legislative Assembly is currently reviewing the province’s Freedom
make a donation. 0

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

call: 250-386-7643

of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (RSBC 1996, c.165) and is interested in your views on
the legislation. The purposes of the Act are to make public bodies more accountable to the public
and to protect personal privacy. The Act gives the public the right to access the records held by
BC government ministries, local governments, health regions, hospitals, universities, schools and
other provincial public bodies.

A public hearing is scheduled for:

• Serving the Gulf Islands and
Greater Victoria for over 25 years

VICTORIA

Tuesday, February 2, 2010
10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Waddington Room, Fairmont Hotel Vancouver
900 West Georgia Street

Wednesday, February 3, 2010
10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Douglas Fir Committee Room (Room 226)
Parliament Buildings

To appear before the Committee or make a submission (online, as an audio
or video ﬁle, by mail, fax or email), visit our website at www.leg.bc.ca/foi
or contact the Ofﬁce of the Clerk of Committees, Room 224, Parliament
Buildings, Victoria, BC V8V 1X4; phone: 250-356-2933 or toll-free in BC:
1-877-428-8337; fax: 250-356-8172; e-mail: FOICommittee@leg.bc.ca

• Fuel-efﬁcient, cost-effective wood heating
• Solar domestic hot water heaters
• Sales and Installations

VANCOUVER

The deadline for receipt of submissions has been extended to February 28, 2010.

Unit 6 - 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Solar Heating

Craig James, Clerk Assistant and Clerk of Committees

We’re all about the Islands
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

NANAIMO

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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Every Second Thursday

SALISH SEA’S ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY NEWSPAPER
13,700 print copies delivered to
Gulf Islands’ households

Editorial: The spirit of 2010
Island Tides normally skips an issue over Christmas and New
Year’s; it’s the only opportunity to take a vacation from the
relentless etc. etc. Starting up again in January gives us the
opportunity to review what happened over the past month or so,
and to look ahead to the coming year.
We have, however, resisted the impulse to escape the
relentless by proroguing the paper till March. Prime Minister
Harper gave in to temptation, however: all is explained on
Page 5.
Steve Wright and friends went climbing in the Himalayas,
and took along a copy of Island Tides (we won’t ask what they
expected to use it for). Steve found that the Khumbu Glacier,
which he had previously admired, was now ‘cowering’ (his
word) in the shadow of the surrounding peaks (see page 2).
Which brings us to global climate change, the subject of a
massive gathering of nations, organizations, and individuals at

Copenhagen. Peter Carter provides background on Page 6; he’s
concerned that not much was accomplished. Certainly, the
newest world order was on display, with Canada’s resignation
from the international scene. Elizabeth May, who was there,
gives her views on page 1. Meanwhile, Islanders expressed their
feelings through gatherings and meetings(see page 6).
Of course, the ‘Green Energy’ Task Forces initiated by BC’s
Premier Campbell should have been hard at work, since they
are supposed to report back to the Premier this month (see
page 1).
The never-ending Basi-Virk courtroom drama that started
with the sale of BC Rail will resume; BC Mary expects and hopes
that 2010 will be its pivotal year (see page 10).
Despite winter, gardens continue to grow, and Brian
Crumblehulme tells us what to do now (see page 5). Plus all our
normal stuff. Enjoy! 0
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Perrogative to Prorogue
Dear Editor:
Harper Calculative
Whenever Committees are overly interrogative,
they render themselves supererogative.
So though you find me overly arrogative,
Proroguing Parliament is my prerogative.
PoliSci profs may turn derogative,
but for their views - not a darn I give!
Larry Kazdan, Vancouver

Get with the Metric Times

Dear Editor:
Re: Bert Castor’s letter on the use of metric in the 17 December
issue of Island Tides … if it hasn’t happened in BC in 33 years, I
wonder whether it will ever happen? When I moved out to BC
several years ago, I was surprised to find that I needed to relearn imperial measure. Don’t they teach metric in the schools
here? I notice that whenever metric is used in the media it is
usually accompanied by the equivalent imperial measure in
parenthesis, so no-one needs ever make the effort to change.
Metric is the system used worldwide, except in the USA.
Isn't it time we joined the rest of the world?
Ann Granger, Pender Island

Investigation during Prorogation

KITCHEN & BATH CENTRE
Bfine custom cabinets from MERIT

Carl Borgstom

Bkitchens Bbathrooms Boffices

Kitchen Designer

250-538-7133

Bdining & entertainment units
Bserving Salt Spring & the Southern

Gulf Islands

Mouat’s Trading Co. - Downtown Ganges,
Salt Spring Island

PRECAST & READY MIX LTD.

250-753-1223
www.abcprecast.ca
• water & septic tanks with
• septic treatment systems by
QUALITY DRIVEN

Dear Editor:
Will Her Excellency, the Right Honourable Michaëlle Jean
and The Hon Prime Minister Stephen Harper work with all
concerned parties to allow the Afghan Commons
Committee's detainee investigation to continue in the form
of a Commission? If they don't it seems that democracy in
Canada is not where it was in 1872.
In 1872, a controversial prorogue shut down a Commons
Committee investigating the Conservative government. Despite
all of this, the Governor General (with the cooperation of then
Prime Minister John A. MacDonald) commissioned 3 judges to
conduct an inquiry—that was completely open and accountable
—and had full powers to summon witnesses under oath and any
documents it felt appropriate. The Commission concluded its
work while Parliament was prorogued and submitted its
findings as soon as they returned. It was the Governor General
who put forward this idea.
This is a great piece of extremely dramatic Canadian history.
When properly scrutinized it seems to offer striking parallels
(and perhaps a way forward) during our current national
predicament.
I have thoroughly put forward all of this information in an
open letter to the Governor General which can be viewed online
http://www.facebook.com/inbox/?ref=mb#/topic.php?uid=14
3074646111&topic=12568 Her official website defines her role
thusly:
‘As Governor General, Her Excellency wants to create a
space where, more than ever, dialogue prevails and the words of
citizens are heard.’
She has spent time and money (perhaps public?) to create
this ‘space’ yet she has not used it to say anything regarding the
most significant thing she has done to date.
Her Excellency is obligated (by moral and professional duty)
to, at the very least, answer this question.
Sean Devlin, Vancouver

Standardized Testing
Dear Editor:
In anticipation of the upcoming provincial melee around the
Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) tests to be carried out in all
grade 4 and 7 classes in BC, and the potential perception that
public school teachers are somehow opposed to testing, let me
assure you that we are not. What teachers are opposed to is
inappropriate testing and the inappropriate use of the results of
tests.
Teachers do not assess students’ learning simply so that they
have marks to put on report cards. The main purpose of
classroom assessment is to support student learning, not simply
to measure it. Teachers remain opposed to the FSA, not only
because it does not support student learning, but also because it
actually interferes with instruction and learning opportunities,
is a costly, colossal waste of time and resources, and is
ineffective in improving student achievement. There are no
results from this assessment that will more enable our students
to learn or their teachers to teach. Not only that, but the marks
don’t even go on report cards. Nothing is produced from the
FSA but data and the data produces nothing of practical value
for either the student or the teacher.
Public school teachers are urging the Ministry of Education
to adopt a two-year moratorium on all standardized tests,
including the FSA, which incidentally is not really standardized

at all. We are also asking parents of students in these grades to
consider having their sons and daughters excused from writing
the FSA at all, since it is of no benefit to the individual student.
Improvements in public school education in BC will occur
not as a result of any test analysis, but rather by ending the
chronic under-funding of public education by this provincial
government ever since they were first elected.
John Nicolson
Gulf Islands Teachers’ Association

Teachable Moment
The following is an open letter from the Margaret
MacDiarmid, Minster of Eduction.
Open Letter to Parents of Grade 4 and 7 Students:
If you have a child in the public school system, then you have
probably heard about the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA)
for Grades 4 and 7. I want to take this opportunity to explain to
parents why the provincial government believes this assessment
is important for your children's future.
The FSA is a set of reading, writing and numeracy tests,
developed by BC teachers, administered each winter to BC
students. The purpose of the FSA is to provide parents and
teachers a ‘snapshot’ of how students are performing across the
province. The FSA provides important data so we can find out if
student achievement is improving over time. It also allows us to
track individual students to measure how they are doing in
reading, writing and math problem solving.
We know that there is a very strong correlation between a
child's FSA scores and their future success in completing school.
In other words, the earlier that we discover a student may be
struggling, the faster teachers and principals can intervene to
help them.
For example, students who had met or exceeded
expectations in Grade 7 reading achievement went on to obtain
completion rates ranging from 90 to 100 per cent. Of those
students who did not meet expectations for Grade 7 reading,
only two-thirds went on to complete high school within the sixyear time frame.
As a parent, you have the right to know how your child is
performing and the FSA is an essential tool to help students
achieve positive educational outcomes. Every province in
Canada uses assessment tools similar to the FSA, which has
been endorsed by leading education experts.
In short, FSA is part of the provincial government's
accountability and responsibility to parents. It is an important
building block for your child's future success as a student.
Contrary to misinformation, the FSA is not optional - if you have
any questions, please contact your child's principal. Also, a
pamphlet on FSA and sample tests are available at
www.gov.bc.ca/bced.
Please ensure your child writes this year's FSA. It might be
one of the most important steps you take in preparing them for
their future.
Margaret MacDiarmid, Minister of Education

Velvet Fascism
Dear Editor:
Had I not known that John Baird was one of our mighty leaders,
I would have assumed that he was a comedian who was heavily
into political satire. He has the kind of 'hayseeds' Dubya look
about him and in a recent television interview delivered such
brilliant one liners as ‘There is no higher priority for the govt.
than ensuring the safety and security of their citizens’; (this after
the Canadian Government sabotaged the Copenhagen Climate
Summit of which the main objective was to try and ensure the
future safety and security of the Earth's citizens.)
Another real knee slapper was his assertion that our new
security measures at airports are being introduced because
'Canadians want to see their government taking strong
leadership'. Sure, Canadians want to see their government
taking strong leadership, but they don't want to see that
government taking its lead from the US government.
Nor do Canadians want the kind of strong leadership that
prorogues Parliament whenever things start to get out of
control. There is a term for this kind of dictatorial behaviour
which operates supposedly in the interests of the people and yet
stomps on democratic procedure. It’s called Velvet Fascism.
Tony Booker, Sidney

Run Around
Dear Editor:
You may remember me writing to you last year about this
‘Lunn's Folly’ interchange (Hwy#17 and McTavish Road in
North Saanich).
I did get to have a meeting with one of the ‘sponsors
representatives’ of this interchange, during which it was
confirmed that there had been under the NDP government of
LETTERS, please turn to page 5

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 45 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words)
Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

Tuesday, January 26

February 5 to 7 & 17 to 21

Viola’s Golden Girls—fun & free workshops designed
especially for women as an opportunity to learn
about managing money in a relaxed, neighbourly
setting with complimentary tea; January Topic:
‘Higher Income with Insured Annuities—The Pros
and Cons’ • 4th Tuesday of each month; presented
by Viola Vanderuyt, FCSI, CIM, Investment Advisor,
National Bank Financial • Shoal Centre Board
Room, 10030 Resthaven Drive • 2-3pm • Space is
limited, phone 250-657-2222 or 1-866-678-2200 • IN SIDNEY

Jupiter Ranch Art Studio Workshops—Feb 5-7: Acrylic with
Mixed Media with Teresa Bernard; Feb 17-21: Through Artists'
Eyes Seeing your Body as a Work of Art with Nicholas Pearce •
Cost: $295 & $650 • Info: jupiterranch@shaw.ca
www.jupiterranchartstudio.com Sylvie 250-247-2051 • ON
GABRIOLA ISLAND

Saturdays, Jan 30 & Feb 6
Pender Film Group Screenings—SAT JAN 30: Moon
(2009)—from the moon astronaut Sam Bell sends back to earth
parcels of a resource that has helped diminish our planet’s power
problems; Sam Rockwell and Kevin Spacey star; SAT FEB 6; Whip
It (2009)—an indie-rock loving misfit (Ellen Page) deals with her
small-town misery in a roller derby league; directed by Drew
Barrymore • Community Hall • 7:30pm unless otherwise noted •
Admission by donation • Info: www.penderislands.org • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Salish Sea-wide Visibility
For Your Event
islandtides@islandtides.com
250-629-3660

Commentary by Elizabeth May

Why we need a pro-democracy movement in Canada
When I wrote Losing Confidence: Power, Politics and the
Crisis in Canadian Democracy, I outlined threats to democracy
in terms of low and declining voter turn-out, a loss of respect in
political discourse and a growing loss of understanding of how
Canadian Parliamentary democracy is supposed to work. But
even with those deep concerns, one year ago I would not have
thought we would need a pro-democracy movement in one of
the world’s most stable democracies.
At the time I was writing the book, the low ebb of our
democracy was Stephen Harper’s decision to shut down
Parliament, after only a few weeks of a new session of
Parliament, to avoid a confidence vote he was sure to lose.
At that time, Salt Spring Island resident Ronald Wright
wrote:
‘Eight years ago, Canadians watched in disbelief as the US
failed to carry out a recount in the election that installed
George W Bush. We had reason to be proud of the
advantages of our parliamentary system. Now Canada has
made an even more serious constitutional blunder, and it is
our turn to hang our heads in shame.
Modern parliamentary democracy rests on a single great
principle: The government must have the consent of the
governed. This consent is delegated by the people to their
MPs. The government must then be able to carry the
‘confidence’ of the House of Commons. Majority
governments rarely lose that confidence; minority
governments often do. When the government cannot carry
the House, it falls.
Suspending Parliament to dodge a vote the government
fears it will lose is so deeply undemocratic, it should never
have been mooted by politicians, the media or the Governor
General. The English Civil War was fought on this very
issue—after King Charles I shut down Parliament when he
found its restrictions uncongenial. The King lost his head.
We no longer behead people in Canada, but Stephen
Harper’s coup d’état cannot be allowed to stand, not least
because of the precedent. Any future government can now
slip the leash of democracy in the same way. This is how
constitutions fail.’—December 8, 2008, Globe and Mail
After quoting Ron Wright’s concern about the dangerous

precedent that had just been set, I included these two damning
statements:
Constitutional law expert, Errol Mendes, of the University of
Ottawa warned, ‘This is a major constitutional precedent and
that worries me more than anything else…Any time the prime
minister wants to evade the confidence of the House, now he
can use this precedent to do so.’
Former Commissioner of Official Languages Keith Spicer
was blunter: ‘Finally the world pays a little attention to Canada.
And what does it see? Zimbabwe run by the Queen.’
Here we are, a little more than one year later, and Errol
Mendes’ prediction that the 2008 prorogation would serve to
allow any Prime Minister (in this case, the same Prime
Minister) to do it again has been fulfilled. As outrageous as the
2008 prorogation was, this time the excuses offered amount to
implausible trivialities.
The Prime Minister claims his bills are not moving through
the Senate. Well, they were, but he just shut down the House
and the Senate and all bills, good and bad, have to go back to
scratch and start over.
The Prime Minister claims he needs to ‘recalibrate’ his
response to the economy. Does a fully functioning democracy
interfere with Finance Canada crunching numbers?
The Office of the Parliamentary Budget Officer does not
think so. Kevin Page believes all parliamentarians and all
Canadians need to continue receiving accurate information. In
his view, Mr Harper has created a ‘structural deficit.’
The choice to prorogue until the Olympics end is just
cynical. Are we to be so bedazzled by the giant and expensive
circus that we forget about the climate crisis, the question of the
paper trail to the minister’s desk of torture allegations, the
growing threat to the pensions of Canadians?
In a parliamentary democracy, the Prime Minister serves at
the pleasure of Parliament, not the other way around.
Thank goodness, Canadians do care about democracy. Mr
Harper announced his decision to suspend Parliament on New
Years Eve in hopes that Canadians were not paying attention
and would not care if they were. It seems Canadians were
paying attention and do care. The Conservatives have dropped
in the polls. Canadians are joining Pro-Democracy face book
PRO-DEMOCRACY, please turn to page 11

LETTERS from page 4
BC a complete plan for turning Highway #17 into a freeway
ending at the ferry terminal. There was money allotted and
plans made for each intersection but Sidney rejected the Beacon
Avenue interchange and put the whole project on hold.
Back to today, the business plan for this interchange was
quoted as 6- 1, which means that the $24 million cost will be
returned as a benefit 0f $144 million in 20 years. Incredible.
The costs of $24 million will be paid by the Federal
government (us), the BC government (us), Victoria Airport
Authority (federal government and therefore us), and ICBC
(again us). So who are the winners here you may ask?
The Airport says it will have better access from the highway
(having seen the plans and the multiple roundabouts I very
much doubt this). Public Transport says it can better serve the
airport (well the service now is so poor anything will be better).
The big winner is ICBC, who are the ones who will reap the $144
million in savings from accidents not supposed to happen over
the next twenty years. Incidentally I was informed that ICBC
will probably only donate $100,000 to the interchange. $144
million return over 20 years for $100,000 seems rather a rich

JAKOBSEN

ASSOCIATES
C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes
K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com

return to this ordinary man. (6 times the investment return
each month which means investment of $100,000 returned in
about 5 days after the opening of the interchange! I really think
they should be paying for the whole thing.
Finally the Peninsula Review reported that there would be
158 new jobs provided by this project. I have been trying to
imagine if at any time during this building process there will be
158 people working on the project anyway, never mind new
jobs.
My original concept that this was a very ill-advised waste of
money has been confirmed to my mind, when I think what $24
million could do for housing on our reservations, and
education—real education not the ‘no child left behind’ kind—
and health and aid to seniors, all in this riding alone.
Oh well, maybe we are getting what we deserve for sending
these corporate people back to the House of Commons, and the
BC Legislature.
Jeremy Arney, CAP candidate Saanich-Gulf Islands 2008,
Saanichton 0
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January Garden
Brian Crumblehulme
Winter’s for holidays: when it’s cold outside
Farmers enjoy their gains and give themselves
To mutual entertainment. Self-indulgent
Winter plays host and charms away their worries.
Virgil 29BC
The poet Virgil was brought up to be a farmer in northern Italy
during the time of Julius Caesar. A bit like the Okanagan, his
vines and olive trees froze in the winter. It may have been a time
to relax for Roman farmers but he still found a list of chores to
complete before spring!
Gardeners live in the future, every day now we watch the
weather in anticipation of spring. Last year it was too cold, this
time around it is too wet. Like all of life's occupations, planning
is part of the poetry of growing. If we roll over and wait until
April for a warm dry day, spring will be half over and the weeds
will have returned with a vengeance. Life on the Salish Sea is
mild and wet and if you look carefully at the native forest you
will see mosses, fungi, trees and tough biennial plants like
thistles, nettles and dock. Part of the paradox of growing things
in a garden is maintaining that balance between the wild and
tame. I try to achieve this by ‘gardening’ in discrete areas, areas
that are fenced off and separated from the forest. In reality three
quarters of our small patch of land is home to native species,
birds and deer. I counted these one day and was pleasantly
surprised to find twenty-one species of indigenous trees and
bushes, a handful of transplanted native trees, ten more
varietals such as pink dogwood, and if I count my fruit trees, a
total of sixty-four. For genetic diversity that's not bad. Which
brings me back to my little fences. The nettles, wild blackberries
and dandelions belong outside; arugula, winter cauliflower and
tulips belong within bounds; any dry day in January is the
perfect time to assert that rule. The woody things get burnt or
composted, the green things go to the chickens, and leaves and
surface litter are buried to reduce surface growing fungi.
Over the next few weeks the germinating and growing begins
in earnest and for temperate crops such as lettuce and broccoli
an early start under glass is a huge bonus. This winter I am
finally getting my new greenhouse. The foundations and bricks
are laid, the glass is stored on A-frames, all that remains is to
frame it and fill the beds with perfect compost. A family sized
greenhouse need not be an expensive affair, two hundred
square feet in my case, plus a number of raised beds with glass
covers all facing south.
Watch the weather and on any reasonably warm day in late
January or early February sow carrots, beets, broccoli, kale,
peas, broad beans, and salads such as lettuce, arugula, early
mescaline mixes, and spring onions. Even after a heavy rain a
raised bed should be well drained and the earth friable. Dig this
over removing any weeds as you go, sprinkle a little bone meal
and lime, and then plant your heart away. Press the ground
down firmly onto the seeds to encourage strong roots and cover
with a sheet of glass. In four weeks you can be pulling salads. We
may still get another winter in which case your seedlings will
just sit it out, if the ground freezes they may wilt but just watch
them perk up again later. This is a good way to use up left over
seed from last year and you can afford to sow the greens thickly.
Another veggie suitable for an early start are potatoes. If you
have seed stock now is the time to pick them over. If not look
through the potatoes bin for those that are beginning to sprout
or get really wrinkled. Check for signs of mold, arrange them on
a tray with the ‘eyes’ up and put them in a slightly warm, dark
place for a couple of weeks. You might want to cut any big ones
in halves or thirds and so long as they each have an ‘eye’ they
will grow. They will soon begin to sprout and when the shoots
are about an inch long you can plant an early row outside or in
ten inch pots under glass so you can enjoy fresh early potatoes
in April for free. All for ten minutes of work.
Late January is also the time to make the first sowings of
tomatoes, basil, peppers and any slow growing annual flowers
such as antirrhinums, sweet peas and petunias. These however
will only germinate in heat. I use the top of my hot water tank to
achieve this watching them daily and as soon as they are up I
remove them to a warm east facing window or the greenhouse
if it is ready. A double row of sweet peas sown last October are
doing very well this year but I aways save a packet for spring—
just in case. Sweet peas need lots of heat to flower properly but
grow much better if they are given a long cool spring. So do not
leave them in a warm place once they have germinated or they
will grow too fast and quickly die on you.
Speaking of flowers: if you have any forced hyacinths,
narcissus or crocus bulbs in pots and past their best do not
throw them out—plants are not commodities. Trim off the dead
flowers and plant them in the garden along a pathway or
between the roses and leave them to naturalize. I started this a
few years back and now we have a large bed of fragrant
hyacinths near the front door already showing the flowers buds
as I write.
GARDEN please turn to page 11
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Communities for Climate
Change

Some fifty Pender people gathered at the Driftwood Centre on
the evening of December 12 to show their support for a
successful conclusion to the climate change negotiations then
underway in Copenhagen, Denmark. Standing in a large circle,
faces illuminated only by candles, they joined similar gatherings
worldwide in their hope that the 192 nations and some 40,000
people gathered in the Danish capital would make real progress
toward an international consensus, resulting in national
commitments to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.
It was a quiet, but emotional moment. The Pender gathering
illustrated that while nations and governments dither and
jockey for economic position, people the world over want action.
The Islands Trust has proposed that each Island’s Official
Community Plan include amendments encouraging reduction
of GHG emissions. These will be discussed at a North Pender
LTC meeting January 23, 1pm at the Community Hall, and a
South Pender LTC meeting February 6, 1pm at the South
Pender firehall.
Between these meetings, an Open Community Meeting will
be held on the Saturday, January 30, from 1-4pm at the
Anglican Parish Hall, 4703 Canal Road, North Pender. This
meeting will discuss the Transition Town model (see
www.transitionculture.org), peak oil, climate change, Pender
vulnerabilities, and staying engaged with the rest of the world.
According to organizer Zorah Starr (250-629-3825,
cmzs@shaw.ca) there are opportunities to transition into an
even better future for Island communities. 0
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Above, Ebony Lingard, Cedar Lopatecki, and Taeven Lopatecki
participate in the Pender Island Climate Change Vigil. Below, the
circle of light.
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The latest figures Commentary ~ Peter Carter
Imagine you are staring at a blank lined page. That is literally
the resulting document of the most important decision-making
meeting in human history—the United Nations Copenhagen
Climate Conference in December 2009. The Copenhagen
Accord is the result of negotiations and international meetings
over the past two years. It is an agreement to take no measures
whatsoever to prevent catastrophic global climate change. If the
accord is left to stand, that empty page (the appendix that is
supposed to list the substantive decisions on targets and limits,
etc) is the future of humanity. Blank.
That makes this New Year like no other. The five years from
2007 to 2012 will be the defining period for all humanity
because of the impacts of still-increasing global industrial
greenhouse gas pollution. We are running out of time. Yet
incredibly, the worse the research data gets, the less becomes
the interest.
What follows is the most important news of 2009, or indeed
of all time. It is the latest global climate data, which shows that
we are all now in peril. That is because of what is happening in
the Arctic and because we have no plan to stop the catastrophic
climate trends. The climate deniers are spreading reassuring
propaganda to keep us burning fossil fuels, but if we love today’s
children, the data is truly terrifying.
Carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from the burning of fossil
fuels increased by two per cent from 2007 to 2008, by 29 per
cent between 2000 and 2008, and by 41 per cent between 1990
and 2008. The rate of increase of CO2 emissions from the
burning of fossil fuels has tripled—increased at an average
annual rate of 3.4 per cent between 2000 and 2008, compared
with one per cent per year in the 1990s (International Global
Carbon Project 2009).
Levels of most greenhouse gases continue to increase. In
2008, global concentrations of carbon dioxide, methane and
nitrous oxide, which are the main long-lived greenhouse gases
in the atmosphere, have reached the highest levels recorded
since pre-industrial times. Since 1990, the overall increase in
radiative forcing caused by all long-lived greenhouse gases is
26% (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA), December 2009).
The 2009 average for atmospheric CO2 is 387 parts per
million (ppm), and its rate of increase since 2000 continued to
accelerate.
Atmospheric methane is now at 1810 parts per billion (ppb),
leveling out after having jumped from 1785 ppb in 2005. Its
post-industrial increase is a huge 150%.
Nitrous oxide, at 323.5 ppb, maintains its steady increase
since 2000 (NOAA data).
The fraction of total CO2 emissions remaining in the
atmosphere has likely increased from 40 to 45 per cent since
1959. This means the planet is not absorbing as much of the
extra carbon being emitted (Global Carbon Project).
The current ranking of 2009 places it as the fifth-warmest
year since temperature record-keeping began. The decade of the
2000s (2000–2009) was warmer than the decade spanning the
1990s (1990–1999), which in turn was warmer than the 1980s
(1980–1989) (World Meteorological Organization, December
2009).
The Arctic has always been the region to watch because it is
Arctic methane emissions that would cause runaway global
heating and the end of our world. Research published in 2008
from the Siberian Arctic (East Siberian Sea) showed methane
gas from frozen solid subsea methane hydrate being released
from the ocean bed and emitting into the atmosphere. The
Russian researchers concluded the following: ‘We consider
release of up to 50 billion tons of hydrate storage as highly
possible for abrupt release at any time. That may cause a 12times increase of modern atmospheric methane burden with
consequent catastrophic greenhouse warming.’
In May 2009, another research paper from the Norwegian
Arctic (West Spitsbergen continental margin) on methane
hydrate showed that methane gas is bubbling from the ocean
floor. This paper concluded: ‘If this process becomes
widespread along Arctic continental margins, tens of teragrams
of methane per year could be released into the ocean.’ (One
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teragram is equal to a million metric tons.)
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The jump in atmospheric methane since 2006 was at least
partially due to the addition of Arctic methane emissions from
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the rapidly warming Arctic regions (NOAA). For 20 years after
TANKS and PRE-PACKAGED
its emission, methane has 70 times the heating effect of CO2. So
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we are all now living in peril.
The Arctic sea ice is rapidly thinning. The total multiyear ice
volume in the winter experienced a net loss of more than 40%
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in the four years since 2005. The extent of the 2009 summer sea
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ice cover was the third lowest value of the satellite record
(beginning in 1979) and more than 25% below the 1979–2000
average.
Permafrost temperature has increased by 1 to 2°C in
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northern Russia during the last 30 to 35 years. This observed
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increase is very similar in magnitude and timing to what has
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been observed in Alaska. An especially noticeable permafrost
temperature increase in the Russian Arctic was observed during
the last two years.
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Record-setting summer temperatures around Greenland,
TANKS
combined with an intense melt season (particularly across the
northern ice sheet), led the 2008 Greenland climate to be
marked by continued ice sheet mass deficit and marineterminating ice disintegration (NOAA 2009).
The loss of the Arctic summer sea ice ‘air conditioner’ or Wholesale distributors to Contractors & DIY’s for over 40 years
cooling effect would increase the rate of methane being released
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from the Arctic permafrost and subsea methane hydrate. It
would change the climate of the northern hemisphere with
implications for both agriculture and regional and world
security.
Will we resolve in 2010 to rescue today's children from a
planet with no future and leave them to develop the age of
perpetual, nonpolluting energy? That is the question of all time,
and one which no one is posing.
Here are the simple undeniable facts (based on the laws of
physics and ecology) that are being generally denied:
• If we do not stop emitting global warming greenhouse gases,
the planet must heat up beyond the capacity of humans to
tolerate.
• If we continue emitting carbon dioxide, the oceans will heat
and acidify beyond the
capacity to sustain most
marine life.
• If the Arctic keeps warming,
it will keep releasing more
methane, which could end
almost all life through
runaway heating of the
planet.
• Fossil fuels are running out
Now Consider
and will become more
a potential situation
expensive, with more profit
Consider a current situation
Mortgage @
(Prime - .10%)*
for
fossil
fuel
(Mortgage @ 5.25% interest rate)
corporations—for a few
Balance
Payment/month
Balance
Payment
more years.
;]`bUOUS
$175,000
$1,043
$225,000
$967.00
We have no future with
$1,500
Paid
off
=bVS`2SPb
$
50,000
fossil fuels.
The
December
2009
B]bOZ
$225,000 $2,543
$225,000 $967.00
United Nations Copenhagen
Climate
Conference
Apply Online
formalized the denial of the
www.geterdonegirls.com
fact that we are all living in a
dire state of global climate
* OAC. Variable subject to change with the Bank Prime which as of the writing of this ad is 2.25%. Call for strategies.
emergency while committing
North Island
Central Island
us all to remain dependent on
Comox, Courtenay, Campbell River
Ladysmith, Nanaimo, Parksville, QB
fossil fuels for energy.
Debbie Tietzmann
Alyson Thiessen
The insane rule of
250•203•6611
250•586•0266
economic market forces is a
debbie.gedg@gmail.com
geterdonegirl@gmail.com
global death sentence. The
changes that have to be made
for our survival are so urgent,
great and wide ranging that
only a revolution in our
civilization can save our
civilization. 0

Lower Your
Monthly
Payments
2.15%

The Travelling Editor: A Day Trip In The Sinai Peninsula
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Christa Grace-Warrick
It’s the final leg of my peregrination and I’m on the Egyptian
Riviera on a bit of a winter holiday with my cousins at their
apartment in a village-like development in Sharm el-Sheikh on
the tip of the Sinai Peninsula. And a good idea it was too.
Leaving England on New Year’s Day, we escaped the big whiteout in Europe. Astonishingly, it never even rains here; endless
sunshine and rampant development, surrounded by coral reefs
only metres off-shore—a diver’s and snorkeler’s paradise.
Sharm is set against a backdrop of mountains just as
Vancouver is. So I was curious to see what was behind the
silhouette. Off the coastal plain, a minibus tour revealed a
succession of craggy, arid ranges with Bedouin camps in the dry
wadis. We climbed steadily until we were on a high plateau,
surrounded by more peaks.
In the centre of Sinai lies St Catherine’s Monastery, probably
the oldest extant monastery in Christendom. Established in the
third century, it has survived two earthquakes. It was
substantially fixed up during the crusades and then by
Napoleon in the 18th century. That man certainly got around
and did things.
Lots of fixing up and improvements are also currently going
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Dahab, Egyptian Riviera; Saudia Arabia is in the distance.

on, driven by the ever increasing number of tourists from the
phenomenal conurbation of South Sinai, which has largely
developed over the last twenty years. The new red granite
stonework with rough, creamy-golden mortar make the
ambiance a little too tidy for some.
The monastery boasts Moses’ Ten Commandment
mountain, the burning bush, the well where Moses met his wife
and even the bones of St Catherine, miraculously found by
monks on top of a mountain hundreds of miles from (and
centuries after) her martyrdom in Alexandria.
St Catherine’s real treasure is the second most important
collection of ancient documents in Christendom. However, it’s
not there now. Napoleon had all the manuscripts removed to
the Vatican for fear of Bedouin raids.
Nowadays, visitors certainly outnumber the twenty-three
monks living in the major, sequestered part of the monastery;
most of the visitors are Greeks and a few are Russians.
Some visitors from the coast came the night before to climb
Mount Sinai and watch the sunrise.
For the rest it’s a morning event, culminating in a noon
service in the small basilica, (started in 527AD) inside the
massive walls. Tour buses crowd the lower parking lot, camel
rides and ancient taxis ply the broad track to the walls of the
monastery; though most visitors prefer to walk. An
extraordinary site is the ossuary building piled with skulls and
bones of monks who lived and died in this extraordinarily
remote place.
Within the walls, through the tiny gate, a crush of Russianspeakers of all nationalities, not to mention some Italians, can
be seen crossing themselves, telling rosaries, stretching to touch
the burning bush, and crowding into the church. It’s a very
special place if you are Catholic or Jewish.
The morning rush over and the parking lot emptying, our
driver and Nassir our guide drove us a few miles to a large
roadside Bedouin tent where, to our pleasant surprise, a huge,
colourful, and tasty buffet lunch was laid out.
Roads throughout the southern Sinai are new and very good
and more varieties of sedimentary mountain ranges (and many
checkpoints – no photos here please) later we arrived on the
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Making BC’s roads safer
was an easy call.
An overwhelming majority of British Columbians support restricting cellphone
use by drivers.
Beginning January 1, talking, typing, texting or dialing on a handheld
cellphone or any handheld portable electronic device while driving is against
the law. The fine is $167. Texting or emailing while driving gets you an extra
3 penalty points. For new drivers, there will be a full ban on all cellphone and
electronic devices including hands-free. This will help keep them focused
and make the roads safer for everyone.
To learn more visit DriveCellSafe.ca
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St Catherine’s Monastery, Sinai.
Gulf of Aquaba to visited Dahab the town where the diving
equivalent of ‘surfies’ have been hanging out for decades.
Our intended destination was a marble-floored emporium,
with glass showcases of every colour of semi-precious stone and
gold and silver, where shopping was the intention. However,
despite the many promised bargains, my companion-in-theknow struck off for the waterfront and I found myself in an
enchanted place, so colourful and creative, like the west coast
with endless sun!
The many dive centres also have small hotels, pensions or
huts on one side of the waterfront promenade and cafes on the
beach side. The palm-thatched makeshift pole and blanket
constructions with dozens of what look like Ikea cotton rugs
covering the sand and rainbow stacks of cushions give
customers a shady view across the gulf at the not so distant
mountains of Saudi Arabia.
In the 5pm dusk, dropping off fellow travellers at various
hotels back in the glittering tourist centre of Na’ama Bay was
quite a contrast. Returning to our down to earth apartment was
a pleasant middle ground. All we need to do was to wait for the
sun to come round again at 6am. Small, small world. 0
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Williamson
Tribute

The Tribute to honour the life of musician Lou
Williamson, featured in Paul White’s article in Island
Tides’ year end issue, will be held Saturday, February 6, 3-6pm
at the Ward Room (Naval Officer’s Mess), on Signal Hill, 1586
Esquimalt Road, in Esquimalt.

Gabriola Aviva Finalist
The votes are in! Gabriola, ‘the little island with a big idea’
received 19,150 votes of support for a new Emergency & Medical
Clinic and has now entered the judging finals of the Aviva
Community Fund on-line competition.
Judging is based on five criteria: impact, likelihood of
success, longevity and sustainability, originality and submission
quality. The winners will be announced January 25 and a pool
of $500,000 will be allocated to the top ideas.
Regardless of the outcome 2010 is the Year of the Clinic on
Gabriola Island and fundraising has begun.

Grandmothers & Grand Sisters
Hornby’s United Grandmothers & Grand Sisters are seeking
donations of Aeroplan miles by February 2 to send a Canadian
delegation of grandmothers to Swaziland for the first-ever
African Grandmothers’ Gathering in March 2010.
The Canadian delegation will represent more than 5,000
women from across the country involved in the Stephen Lewis
Foundation’s (SLF) Grandmothers to Grandmothers
Campaign. The contingent will meet African grandmothers
from SLF-supported projects who are heading households
ravaged by AIDS and raising their orphaned grandchildren with
few resources.

Through its Beyond Miles programme, Aeroplan facilitates
the donation of miles to the Stephen Lewis Foundation yearround to offset ongoing travel costs. Miles for the Swaziland
gathering should be donated through the foundation’s
Grandmothers to Grandmothers Campaign website at
www.grandmotherscampaign.org.
The Grandmothers to Grandmothers Campaign was
launched on March 7, 2006. The first international
Grandmothers’ Gathering took place in August of that year
when the Stephen Lewis Foundation brought 100
grandmothers from sub-Saharan Africa to meet with 200
Canadian grandmothers on the eve of the XVI International
AIDS Conference in Toronto. Those wishing to start or join a
Grandmothers to Grandmothers Campaign group in their
community
should
contact
Helen
Silbiger
at
campaigns@stephenlewisfoundation.org or 1-888-203-9990
ext. 230.

Not Rex Murphy
The online activitist website www.rabble.ca launched The Not
Rex Murphy Contest—a search for balancing voices to Rex
Murphy's contributions on CBC Television’s The National. The
public is invited to submit videos or a statement about why they
should replace Rex. A panel of judges will narrow it down to
finalists and the public will vote for the winner. The winner will
present three rabble video commentaries on the same night that
Rex delivers his commentary, providing Canadians with critical
insights, inspiration, vision and, most importantly, an antidote
to The Rex.
After years of Murphy’s reactionary, mean-spirited rants the
public wants variety in its CBC commentators and rabble.ca is
launching the search. Murray Dobbin, rabble guest Senior
Contributing editor and Island Tides contributor, is included in
the list of judges for the contest. It runs through February 14 and
the winner(s) will be announced in early March.
ROUND THE ISLANDS, please turn to page 10

TASK FORCE from page 1

Four Submissions
Four major submissions have been published:
1. An extensive series of recommendations prepared by the
David Suzuki Foundation, Pembina Institute, Watershed
Watch Salmon Society, and West Coast Environmental Law,
and endorsed by 21 other public organizations.
2. 61 detailed recommendations, under 15 major categories,
prepared by the BC Sustainable Energy Association.
3. A Canadian Taxpayers Federation submission entitled
‘Reject the Green Job Myth’, which divides its comments
and recommendations between the four Task Forces,
possibly with the assumption that the Task Forces will
produce separate and unrelated sets of conclusions.
4. A submission by the Burke Mountain Naturalists, which
broadly endorses the Suzuki Foundation paper, but adds
several pages of additional recommendations.

Issues
These four reports cover a wide variety of issues; some are
mentioned in several submissions. The recommendations in
the reports often do not agree. The reports all comment on the
lack of ‘road maps’, or basic policy documents; but this is
presumably what the Task Forces are supposed to produce.
This all serves to confirm that the Task Forces have significant
work to do. To mix a metaphor, the process illustrates the
problem of letting the cart out of the barn but closing the door
on the horse.
Some of the issues that stand out are listed below.

Public Debate
In addition to comments that public meetings undertaken as
part of the environmental assessment process are frequently
inconveniently located and timed, poorly run, and do not allow
sufficient time for complete discussion, there is a general feeling
that there is not sufficient effort made to engage or educate the
public either in the major issues of energy policy, or in specific
local or site-specific concerns.
In some cases, inadequate public involvement is blamed; in
other cases, lack of government policy definition or leadership.
This is, however, more than just a communications issue; the
concerns are lack of both real public debate and transparency of
government decision-making.
A further aspect of this was a concern that local government
should have a say on power development; government policy
essentially halted this some years ago.

Differing Priorities
Energy conservation as a first priority was mentioned often.
Interestingly, land use planning, particularly on regional and
provincial scales, came high on the list, with a concern that
some areas were not suitable for power development or
transmission lines.
There was considerable agreement that additional electrical
generation should be as ‘green’ as possible—some said 100%.

This led to concern with climate change—a common theme was
that BC should ensure that the export of ‘green energy’ actually
resulted in reduction of GHG emissions by export customers.

Energy Sources and Technologies
The BCSEA submission considers a wide range of energy
sources, and puts particular emphasis on ‘peak oil’, with the
possibility of a significant shift in energy sources for
transportation.
This raised the question of the pricing of power to BC
customers: should it be as low as possible (as has been BC’s
historical policy) or should it be high enough to encourage, and
indeed pay for, some of the more expensive renewable sources?

Role of BC Hydro
Current government policy is that new power generation is
limited to the private sector, with the possible exception of
expansion at existing BC Hydro dams and Site C. Historically,
the role of the publicly owned corporation has been to meet
BC’s power needs (residential, commercial, and industrial) at
the lowest price possible. More recently, it has acted as the
‘market’ for IPP power, signing contracts (essentially
guaranteed by the Province) against which the private sector
can raise capital.
It has been suggested that BC’s ‘heritage power’ should be
reserved for BC users. However, the dams, as ‘storage batteries’,
can cushion the seasonality and irregular production of
renewable power sources, and essentially convert low value
intermittent power into high value firm power, either for BC
users or for export. So what should be the functions of BC
Hydro? To what extent should it facilitate the export of power?

Government Regulation
One of the issues that led to the formation of the Task Forces
was a dispute between the BC Utilities Commission and the
government about regulation of BC Hydro, and hence the
industry. In addition, the Province regulates water licensing,
environmental impacts, roadbuilding, land clearing, and many
other aspects of power generation construction. All this
regulation is carried out on behalf of the people of BC – how are
they to be represented in the regulatory processes?

Carbon Pricing and Trading
BC has established a carbon tax which can be applied to all
forms of energy. Yet the Province is also involved in the
development of a cap & trade system with a number of US states
and other provinces. Should there be any carbon credits for BC’s
power, which will be completely from ‘green’ sources? If so, who
do they belong to?
Many other issues are raised in the submissions that have
been published. They must be resolved before the government’s
actions result in serious environmental damage or lead BC
Hydro into financial trouble. The Task Forces need more than
luck; they need time. 0
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GIA requests better Islands
Trust bylaw enforcement

Gulf Islands Alliance Chair Misty MacDuffee told Trust
Council’s quarterly meeting in December that it must
strengthen its bylaw enforcement program to restore public
respect for its ‘preserve and protect’ mandate. Some recent
court victories in bylaw enforcement cases and improved
enforcement on some islands is commendable, but feedback to
the GIA is that lack of enforcement is a major barrier to
achieving the Trust’s mandate.
The Trust’s two enforcement officers are coping with
approximately 150 cases with alleged infractions concerning
illegal short term rentals of multi-suite homes and guest
cottages, the sale of commercial products from residences,
decks hanging over the foreshore and impeding beach access,
the construction of buildings, additions and sea walls without
permits or Trust approval, and various environmental abuses.
MacDuffee believes that in some cases, strong bylaws are not
enforced. In others, the way in which a bylaw is worded makes
it difficult to enforce, and in general violators are aware that
prosecution is unlikely, so they proceed with impunity.
GIA is also asking Trustees to implement recommendations
made in its own Roycroft Report on bylaw enforcement,
particularly to investigate weak language in existing bylaws and
allocate funds for three full-time bylaw enforcement officers.
One officer is responsible for Salt Spring, Saturna, North and
South Pender, Mayne and Galiano Islands.
‘One officer can’t possibly do an adequate job of responding
to complaints over such a large area,’ MacDuffee said. ‘No
wonder islanders are frustrated.’
GIA also asked that revenues from successful legal actions be
directed to the Trust’s legal budget to further supplement
existing funds.
A recent letter to the Trust by Gisele Rudischer, a former
Gabriola trustee and now a GIA board member, detailed some
important insights into the enforcement issue:
‘There is no point in writing new Official Community Plans
and regulatory bylaws if they are not upheld. ‘While going
through the papers I accumulated over 12 years as a trustee
and 6 years on the executive committee, I’ve come across
numerous letters from residents of a number of islands
pleading with the Islands Trust to enforce our bylaws.
‘The credibility of the Islands Trust is at stake. To be taken
seriously the Islands Trust must act when there are bylaw
infractions. It is unacceptable that some cases go on for years
with no resolution. On Gabriola, there is a steady stream of
illegal dwellings being built under the guise of ‘studios’.
GIA, please turn to page 11
COPENHAGEN from page 1
Canada was not going to even attempt to reach our Kyoto target.
Ever since, Canada has expanded the space for bad behaviour.
Countries could be very uncooperative and counter-productive
and still not be as bad as Canada. At the same time, in
negotiation after negotiation, we laid down our square brackets
(in international negotiations, applying square brackets to a
draft text indicates disagreement with a phrase or section),
blocking consensus on multiple issues. The reason Canada kept
winning the Fossil of the Day award in negotiations, at COP 12,
13, 14 and 15, was that we were actively obstructing progress.
And we continued being counter-productive right through the
COP15 talks, winning, once again, the Colossal Fossil of the Year
award.
On top of that, the US let everyone down. If there had been
any hope, it was that President Obama would bring some
flexibility to negotiations. Instead, he delivered a speech that
had elements of Gary Cooper in ‘High Noon.’ It led to a forced,
back-room effort to achieve something that could be used to
appease a domestic US audience. So too was the United Nations
hijacked to the US Senate and Obama’s desire to pass the
Waxman-Markey bill.
What now? Thanks to the round of all-night negotiations
after the leaders had climbed on their jets for home, the socalled Copenhagen Accord was not the decision of COP15.
Through the UN fudge of saying COP15 ‘took note’ of the five
country deal, the commitments by China to allow verification of
its reductions, and the financial commitments of wealthy
countries, have been preserved as somehow meaningful. At the
same time, the COP15 process did not allow the back-room
accord to kill the Kyoto Protocol.
Copenhagen was a disaster, but it was not an unmitigated one.
The negotiations continue. Civil society has found its champions,
in the small low-lying island states, in African nations that argued
that 2 degrees was too much in global temperature rise. We have
a hellish hard task ahead to achieve the real carbon cuts that are
urgently needed. Copenhagen was supposed to be the end of the
road. Instead, it was a nasty pot hole. 0
This report was previously published in Embassy Magazine, who
have kindly granted permission for its inclusion in Island Tides.
Elizabeth May, OC, is the author of Losing Confidence—Power,
Politics and the Crisis in Canadian Democracy (McClelland and
Stewart, 2009) and is the federal leader of the Green Party of
Canada. She lives in Sidney, BC.
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

Happy New Year to you! May you vigorously learn new patterns
of being in the world that bring more life and love to yourself
and to those who look to you. We have before us another cycle
around the sun with luck and love to inspire us and to fling out
in all directions!
This is an El Niño year and the outlook is rain, compared to
last year when I looked at my notes and snow was our
experience. It is hard to conjure up the experience of a summer
water shortage at this point in the winter. Storage of the great
bounty of water we are blessed with in winter is key to seeing
ourselves luxuriously through the sunshine of summer.
Since Solstice, December 21, we have gained two minutes
earlier on the dawn and 21 minutes longer before sunset. The
urge to garden and prune and be out and about increases wth
the lengthening daylight. The green is becoming vertical as the
nettles and snowdrops push up and the grass in the pasture
starts to grow.

Loss
My hands have prayers as well as joy in this new year. In my
charmed life I have never lost anyone suddenly, irrevocably to
death. Island friends brought the news to Hawaii—my friends
and colleagues Cindy Schafer and Bruce Haskitt died in full view
of many friends in the seaplane accident November 29. Saturna
was stunned. Saturna gave and gave; quick-thinking inspired
action, well trained action and thoughtful considered action to
grieve and mourn and create grace and comfort for family,
friends and emergency workers. Each of us will come to our
own peace with the event and loss of the lives of two buoyant
and capable people. Cindy and Bruce chose our community to
own a business they adored, in active partnership with other
Islanders. They found the Saturna community wonderfully
satisfying and the land gorgeous; they planned to retire and live
with us. I think of them often and wonder what to make of their
passing. The six people who died left many to mourn as they
seemed to have done exemplary things with their lives, touched
many lives deeply, and all were beloved.
Besides the professional aid and resources, I was touched at
how community members reached out to each other and
Islanders reached out to Islanders. I received emails and cards
from friends sending their love and support and best wishes to
my family and to the community. The General Store has a book
full of supportive comments sent to our Island community by
Pender and Mayne islands residents. There are several poems
on the bulletin board that bring a different kind of comfort and
insight. With great grace Saturna island dealt with the deluge of
news people who wanted to know any detail that could be
gleaned for a ‘human interest’ story as they struggled to find
their own equilibrium in the direct aftermath of the crash.
The power of sharing grief and solace comes from sharing
stories and reminiscing through pictures and words the value of
the person who has died and left us. I now understand that the
operative healing experience is that together we walk into
healing. The Gulf Islands besides being a gem of beauty has a
large giving heart.

Bird Count
The Christmas Bird Count went very well. Besides being a
marvelous impetus to tramp around in the generally wet and
cold, the count performs the service of a yearly baseline of the
abundance of bird species and number of birds. Nine Islanders
observed fifty two species throughout the day and 2,491 birds
were counted. Sounds suspiciously exact doesn’t it but there are
agreed upon techniques for aiding accuracy! No dazzlingly out
of place species were observed. Dunlins and sharp shinned
hawks or hawk were a delightful discovery. Mew gulls were by
far the most abundant seen between Tumbo Island and
Saturna—about a thousand. The results are called in to Gerald
McKeating on Pender Island who collates the local results.

East Point FAB

P O E T S C OV E

•

PENDER ISLAND

•

BC

Whimsically, the East Point Fog alarm building had its first
string of Christmas lights this year. In honor of the season and
the fulfillment of one of the big work goals, lovely lights lit up
the building! With cooperation from the building team, Parks
Canada and First Nations, power was brought to the site. The
FAB building project at East Point Park is going full bore. There
are 6 theme teams working on information panels and many
people working on funding, furnishing, display items and
more. Richard Blagborne is keen to have lots accomplished by
the summer and to keep the many volunteers on track for
success. 0

Moorings Cafe...
...open 7 d
days a weekk ffrom 9 - 5
Meet your friends,
grab a coffee,
pastry or sandwich
and stay awhile!
We are located above
the lower pool
Our Beer & Wine Store
is also open
7 days a week,
Wireless internet
access available

w w w. p o e t s c o v e . c o m

250.629.2100

Conserve land, pay less tax
Islands Trust Area property owners continue to take
responsibility for conserving land using the Natural Area
Protection Tax Exemption Program (NAPTEP). A unique
program for a unique place, NAPTEP is the only program in
British Columbia offering landowners an annual property tax
exemption on land protected by conservation covenants.
In the Gulf Islands, natural area conservation goals need the
support and assistance of landowners. With only 22% of the
land base owned by the Crown, the future ecological health of
the Gulf Islands relies primarily on private landowners.
Landowners who register a NAPTEP conservation covenant on
their land continue to own and enjoy the property and ensure it
remains natural for the future, while receiving an annual 65%
property tax exemption on the protected land. NAPTEP is
available in the following Local Trust Areas (including
associated islands): Executive Islands, Gabriola, Galiano,
Gambier, Mayne, North Pender, South Pender, Salt Spring,
Saturna, Thetis.
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In 2009, two island couples joined the program, bringing the
total amount of land protected by NAPTEP to 60 hectares. Dr.
David and June Collins donated the Westbourn NAPTEP
covenant on Galiano Island. The new covenant protects
maturing forest overlooking Montague Harbour. Serving as
stewards of their land, the Collins’ resist the urge to ‘tidy up’ and
allow their property to provide a habitat for animals that share
the land to make homes in decaying trees and branches. Sara
and Richard Steil’s Woods NAPTEP covenant protects a North
Pender Island forest filled with grand fir, western red cedar, and
wild strawberry, as well as a portion of a wetland that spans
several neighbouring properties and hosts amphibians and
visiting great blue herons. The covenant ensures that the land
will remain in its natural state regardless of who owns the
property in the future.
To learn more about NAPTEP, please contact the Islands
Trust Fund at 250-405-5186 (Victoria) or toll free through
Enquiry BC at 1-800-663-7867 (604-660-2421 in Vancouver),
or online at http://islandstrustfund.bc.ca/naptep.cfm. 0

HUL’QUMI’NUM from page 1
southeastern Vancouver Island, most of the Southern Gulf
Islands, and extend across the Strait of Georgia to the Fraser
River delta. The dispute referred to the Commission includes
E&N lands on Vancouver Island lands south of Nanaimo and
north of Victoria and Saanich, but does not include any of the
Gulf Islands or any land on the BC mainland.

History
The nascent Colonies of British Columbia and Vancouver Island
were merged in 1866, and entered Confederation in 1871. Prior
to that time, settlers had pre-empted lands (at 160 acres per
family) on southern Vancouver Island under the administration
of James Douglas. Between 1850 and 1854 Douglas, as agent of
the Hudsons Bay Company, had negotiated treaties for
settlement lands in and around Victoria (the ‘Douglas Treaties’)
with eleven Indian bands covering Songhees, Esquimalt,
Klallam, Sooke, and Saanich. He had also completed treaties
with the Sarlequun in Nanaimo, and two bands in Prince
Rupert. Payment was made in Hudsons Bay blankets. The
conditions of these treaties granted only the actual village sites
to the bands, but all other lands became the ‘property of the
white people for ever’. It was also understood that band
members were ‘at liberty to hunt over the unoccupied lands,
and to carry on our fisheries as formerly’.
None of the Douglas Treaties are involved in the HTG
petition to the IACHR, and the E&N lands do not overlap with
Douglas Treaty lands.
Probably the most important condition of British Columbia
joining confederation was the building of a railway from the east
to the ‘seaboard’ of British Columbia. With the initial
assumption that the transcontinental railway would cross
Seymour Narrows to reach Vancouver Island, the E&N Railway
land grant reserve was first defined in 1874 as ‘a strip of land
Twenty Miles in width along the Eastern Coast of Vancouver
Island between Seymour Narrows and the Harbour of
Esquimalt’. In 1884, in the Settlement Act, the first formal E&N
land grant to the Dominion included some 1.8 million acres,
and was defined as ‘On the South, by a straight line drawn from
the head of Saanich Inlet to Muir Creek, on the Straits of Fuca;
On the West, by a straight line drawn from Muir Creek,
aforesaid, to Crown Mountain; On the North by a straight line
drawn from Crown Mountain towards Seymour Narrows, to the
50th parallel of latitude, to a point on the coast opposite Cape
Mudge; and On the East, by the coast line of Vancouver Island
to the Point of Commencement.’ This makes it quite clear that
the Gulf Islands are not included in the E&N grants.
The grant, however, did not include previously pre-empted
private lands, and this pre-emption activity continued
throughout the negotiation and railway-building period, as a
necessary consequence of settlers arriving in the area. The
colonial, later provincial, government naturally encouraged this
growth. Land north of a line ‘running East and West half way

between the mouth of the Courtenay River (Comox District)
and Seymour Narrows’ was excluded from the first grant. It was
intended that these lands would be used to make up lands lost
to the railway company by pre-emptions and other alienations.
It was, of course, the Dominion government that was
responsible for actually getting the railway built, and it
eventually contracted with Robert Dunsmuir (the Esquimalt
and Nanaimo Railway Co) for the work, which was carried out
between 1884 and 1887. Dunsmuir was interested in the coal
deposits in the area, and this resulted in the inclusion in the
eventual grant of coal, other ores (not including gold and silver),
and timber. (He was also paid $750,000 in cash.)
Further grants followed; the second, in 1905, totaled 86,000
acres in Sayward district to make up for lands alienated from
the railway grant prior to 1884; these lands were located north
of the boundary specified above. The third grant (1913), was
also to make up for land granted to settlers; the fourth grant
(1925) included 10,000 acres on the foreshore of Fanny Bay and
Union Bay, and some coal rights in the vicinity.
Obviously, not all the E&N railway grants fall within
Hul’qumi’num traditional territory; the Hul’qumi’num Petition
estmates the area common to both at 268,000 hectares (about
662,000 acres), or about a third of the eventual E&N grant area.

Current Ownership of the Lands
In 1905, the CPR bought the E&N, paying $1 million for the
railway and $1.25 million for the remaining unsold land. In
1910, Dunsmuir sold his coal mining interests for $11 million.
Since that time, there have been numerous land transactions;
today’s major landholders are Timberwest and Island
Timberlands. The timber companies, in turn, have started to
sell off their privately owned forest lands for residential and
urban development.

Decision on the Petition
The Hul’qumi’num Petition to the IACHR essentially claims
that the government of Canada, in failing to settle by any means
the HTG claim for compensation for their traditional lands
which had been included in the E&N grants, has violated the
provisions of specific sections of the American Declaration of
the Rights and Duties of Man, and of other human rights
‘enshrined in international common law’. But Canada argues
that the HTG have failed to exhaust all the ‘domestic remedies’
available to them, as required by the rules of the IAHCR, and
anyway, Canada is not a signatory to some of the documents
which form the basis of the allegations.
The HTG, for their part, assert that domestic legislation does
not provide for ‘adequate and efficient’ remedies, and that they
have neither the funds nor the time to pursue all the legal and
negotiating avenues suggested by Canada (these avenues
specifically include the British Columbia Treaty Commission
HUL’QUMI’NUM, please turn to page 11

NOTICE OF THE
GALIANO, MAYNE, NORTH PENDER, SOUTH PENDER, SATURNA
AND EXECUTIVE ISLANDS LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEES
THIS NOTICE STATES THE PLACES TO LOCATE YOUR ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE’S (LTC),
2010 REGULAR SCHEDULED ANNUAL MEETINGS NOTICE, POSTED ON ISLAND BULLETIN BOARDS
GALIANO ISLAND

MAYNE ISLAND

• South Community Hall: 141 Sturdies Bay Rd.
• North Community Hall: 20925 Porlier Pass Rd.
• Galiano Trustee office: 2540 Sturdies Bay Rd.
• Activity Centre: 1290 Sturdies Bay Rd.
• Daystar Market
• Corner Store
• Marina Bulletin Board

• Agricultural Hall: 430 Fernhill Rd.
• Mayne Street Mall: Village Bay Rd.
• Fernhill Centre: Fernhill Rd.
• Miners Bay Trading Post: Fernhill Rd.

NORTH PENDER ISLAND

SOUTH PENDER ISLAND

• Pender Island Community Hall: 4418 Bedwell Harbour Rd.
• Islands Trust Bulletin Board at Driftwood Centre
• Public Bulletin board at Driftwood Centre
• Magic Lake Market Bulletin Board
• Library Bulletin Board

• South Pender Island Fire Hall
• Islands Trust Bulletin Board at Driftwood Centre
• Public Bulletin board at Driftwood Centre
• Magic Lake Market Bulletin Board

SATURNA ISLAND

EXECUTIVE - ISLANDS

• Saturna Community Hall: East Point Rd.
• Saturna Recreation Centre: 104 Harris Rd.
• General Store Bulletin Boards
• Saturna Point Store

• Islands Trust Office – Victoria (see *Note below)

*NOTE: ALL LTC MEETING SCHEDULES ALSO FOUND AT THE ISLANDS TRUST OFFICE (#200-1627 FORT ST. VICTORIA)
AND WEBSITE - www.islandstrust.bc.ca
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A happier new year. why the BC Rail trial is so important
Commentary by BC Mary

Voluntary Subscription? Keep
meaning to send it in? Help keep
all this great news coming!

Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make a good you contact for you?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?
If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our yellow free
boxes located across the Strait of Georgia and from
Victoria to Campbell River or if you read online, you
can show your support and appreciation by mailing a
voluntary subscription of

($25 + $1.25 gst = $26.25) to:
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!

And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you
who have given subscriptions. And keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste them
all in our scrapbooks!

December 28, 2009 was the 6th anniversary of the historic
police raid on the BC Legislature. Such a breach of parliament
had never happened before in the British Commonwealth of
Nations.
By December 28, 2007, it was common knowledge that the
Basi-Virk-Basi trial was being bungled. The normally mildmannered Paul Willcocks headlined his 4th anniversary column
this way: ‘Police, prosecutors look bad in raid case’.
Voice-on-Line was more blunt: ‘Basi-Virk case: Does the
prosecution know what it's doing? The prosecution seems to be
screwing up big-time in the so-called BC legislature raid case…
which was supposed to start June 5, 2006…’
The thing is, journalists and bloggers have had to be
cautious. If we spoke openly about our doubts and fears in the
BC Rail Case, we risked being sued for libel if we couldn't show
proof. Well…how could we show proof? The old laws seemed
designed to keep us quiet.
Certainly we knew Gordon Campbell’s government lost a big
railroad, crippled a dazzling Hydro corporation, dealt off
ownership of the BC Ferries corporation, and much more.
Most of us knew that the media let Gordo get by without
scrutiny…their excuse being that they might be sued for ‘libel’
but also because we believe big media protected the Gordo
Gang.
That's what has always made the Basi Virk Basi trial so
important…yes, it's all about BC Rail…but yes, it's also all about
things we couldn't talk freely about. Hearing the evidence under
oath will be our first opportunity to hear how BC Rail actually
slid from our hands and into private pockets…nobody could
charge us with libel for reporting that.
But with the New Year 2010, it gets better. All that fear is
brushed aside.
Supreme Court of Canada has ruled that the media does owe
better service to the public by providing information even on
doubts
they
cannot
prove
yet.
Go
http://csc.lexum.umontreal.ca/en/2009/2009scc61/2009scc6
1.html to see the Reasons for Judgment. Here's one small quote:
‘In determining whether a publication is on a matter of
public interest, the judge must consider the subject matter of
the publication as a whole. The defamatory statement should
not be scrutinized in isolation. To be of public interest, the
ROUND THE ISLANDS from page 8

Help the Kelp

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

subject matter must be shown to be one inviting public
attention, or about which the public, or a segment of the public,
has some substantial concern because it affects the welfare of
citizens, or one to which considerable public notoriety or
controversy has attached.’
Does that spell ‘BC Rail’ or what?
Terrace Daily Online explains that now, for the first time,
they can expose a certain letter (now before the courts) showing
that Gordo was at work on a backroom deal intended to doublecross the Haisla Nation, BC Hydro and the watchdog BC
Utilities Commission. It is part of a court case ongoing in
Terrace, BC. It's good to read the Terrace daily online info
http://www.terracedaily.ca/show5217a/RULING_PROTECTS
_HAISLA_DAILY_NEWS__CFNR_FROM_WILSON_ET_A
L. I recommend it.
And so, from New Year's Day 2010 onward, the media, big
and small, should feel free to do better work.
From Day One, 6 years ago, I had no doubt that Gordon
Campbell himself—in charge of British Columbia's government
—got rid of BC Rail on terms which caused police to come
running. Nor was I surprised that Organized Crime was part of
this police alarm ... not with 135 Organized Crime groups in BC
(900 identifiable crime groups in Canada).
I haven't the slightest doubt that Gordo exerted strong
personal influence over the decision to sell BC Rail, and
continued to exert his influence over the way in which BC Rail
was sold.
Therefore, my New Year's wish for British Columbia, 6 years
later, is that as the Basi-Virk trial gets to the truth of that
transaction, the presiding judge and/or the defence team will
force full disclosure.
My New Year's wish for British Columbia (under the new
libel ruling), includes Gordon Campbell himself becoming the
proper subject of full disclosure as the trial goes forward.
Enough with the sheltering protection. No public figure is more
deserving of cross-examination.
There's much more to Gordo's giveaway of BC Rail than
meets the eye. And once we know what happened to BC Rail,
we'll know what happened in every other major loss which befell
BC Crown corporations in the past 9 years.
It's in the public interest to be fully informed of that. 0

understanding of why they died in the first place.

A group of Gabriolans are ‘re-seeding’ the underwater cliffs
along Berry Point Road, and at Berry Point proper. These now
barren sites once contained beds of kelp so thick it was difficult
to take a boat through them.
The beds provided shelter for a wide range of life and were
feeding grounds for Pacific salmon. The reason for the
disappearance of the kelp beginning in the late 1980’s is
unknown but speculation is that it may be in response to
temperature fluctuations. Diane Sampson of the Nile Creek
Enhancement Society and Dr. Louis Druhl of the Bamfield
Marine Sciences Centre have provided kelp spores to
Gabriolans. In mid-December they braved the cold
temperatures to attempt to re-seed the beds off the island. The
kelps’ growth will be monitored and it is hoped that funds might
become available to study the re-seeding and gain an

Ground Transportation
For islanders on holidays this winter, there’s a website that’s a
terrific resource for advice on airports, currency, and ground
transportation www.ihatetaxis.com. The site bills itself as an
‘international travelers Transportation Guide on arriving stress
free.’

Vote for Kerplunks
The Kerplunks, the Gabriola band making music for children,
are nominated for both Children's Song and Children's Album
in this year's 2010 Independent Music Awards, an international
competition.
The Kerplunks won the Vox Populi (People's Choice) Award
in 2009 and are hoping to do the same this year. You can cast
your vote at www.independentmusicawards.com 0
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AFFIRMEZ VOTRE FIERTÉ FRANCOPHONE :
INSCRIVEZ VOTRE ENFANT DANS UNE ÉCOLE DU CSF !

VOUS CHERCHEZ UNE
ÉCOLE FRANCOPHONE ?
Le Conseil scolaire francophone de la
Colombie-Britannique (SD No 93) accepte
les inscriptions dans l’ensemble de son
réseau de 38 écoles publiques à
l’étendue de la province.
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The Conseil scolaire francophone de
la Colombie-Britannique (BC’s Francophone
School District No. 93) is accepting
registrations in its 38 public
schools across BC.
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LOOKING FOR A
FRENCH PUBLIC SCHOOL?

NANAIMO
NANAIMO

École Mer et mon
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École Océane

1681, chemin Evergreen 250-286-6464
250-2886-6464 M/K - 6
1951, chemin Estevan 250-71
250-714-0761
4-0761 M/K - 7

MERCREDI - WEDN
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250-220-6010
20-6010
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LE CONSEIL SCOLAIRE FRANCOPHONE DE LA COLOMBIE-BRITANNIQUE (SD No 93)
180-10200 Shellbridge Way, Richmond, (C.-B.) V6X 2W7 | (604) 214-2600 or/ou 1-888-715-2200 | info@csf.bc.ca
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Bulletin Board

BULLETIN BOARD WORD ADS - $16.80 for 25 words or less, 27¢ per additional word, PAYMENT WITH ORDER ONLY - VISA CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED, Next DEADLINE: Jan 27, 2010
Phone: 250-629-3660
•
Email: islandtides@islandtides.com
BULLETIN BOARD BOXED ADS – 1.5”, 2” 2.5” & 3”– $22 per inch+gst— multi-issue discounts

GSA Auto Rentals
Pick-Up from
Swartz Bay Ferry Terminal &
Victoria Airport

Monthly from $625
Weekly from $205
Mention this ad for discount

Rent

Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Minivans

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788
terry@gsaautorentals.com
www.gsaautorentals.com

FREE!

Scrap Car,
Truck, Bus &
Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

Montague Harbour, Galiano Island.
A-frame located above garage.
Open living area. Fully furnished.
Located on waterfront property.
Includes use of half of the dock and
full use of the garage. $500 per
month on a month by month basis
until property is sold. Guaranteed 6
months of rental. Renter must mow
lawn and look after property as part
of the rent. Property is listed for
sale and renter must allow access
to A-frame and property to realtor
for client viewing. No pets.
Available immediately. Contact Bob
1-250-981-2062
or
email
mebob@shaw.ca
For rent Pender Island. Large one
bedroom, wood floors, woodstove,
deck. Hope Bay/Pt Wash area. $750
+ util. 250-629-3964

Your FREE WORD AD
here!

CE VAESE
N
A ROOFING

Well Drillers

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

250-539-5252
250-478-6937

Fax 250-383-2198

dasons@telus.net

Ltd.

N

Book with the best!

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

FOR RENT
L

AUTOMOTIVE

S TANDING S EAM
M ETAL R OOFING

F OR W ATER
C OLLECTION S YSTEMS
ALSO
TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE

Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

250-629-3660
www.islandtides.com

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings
• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

www.smithsondrilling.com

Hot Tubs

Swimming Pools

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

BE BOLD - GO GREEN

Character, Custom &
Contemporary Buildings

40+ buildings to
choose from
www.nickelbros.com

1-866-606-2237

Sales • Service • Parts
Insured • Licensed

Servicing the Gulf Islands

250-538-8244
Serving Southern &
Northern Gulf Islands

LEGAL AND ENGINEERING SURVEYS

www.gulfislandspas.com

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599

GENERAL TREE SERVICES

- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

• Hazardous or un-wanted tree
removals
• View preservation and
enhancement
• Thinning, topping and pruning
• Windstorm clean up
• Free estimates, reasonable
rates

250-539-3752

generaltreeservices@hotmail.com
Your FREE WORD AD
here!

250-629-3660
www.islandtides.com

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks, Garage Decks
and Roofdecks.
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288

holger@hermann.ca

Serving Galiano &
the Gulf Islands

MARINE

MOVED
HOMES

D. A. SMITHSON & SONS

R.L. JOHNS
LAND SURVEYING LTD.
• Site plans • Building layouts
• Subdivisions • Repostings
• Surveyors certificates
• Easements and Rights of Way

SERVING SAANICH PENINSULA
& THE GULF ISLANDS
Ron Johns, BCLS, CLS
250-658-9515
cell: 250-882-9515
johns.rljohns@shawcable.com

PERSONAL FOR SALE
Wanted: an Italian conversation
partner to improve my beginner
Italian, could be face-to-face or phone
(my bill) or Skype. 250-629-6038

Pottery Kiln-L&L, 7CU ft. 3” firebrick,
2 ½ yrs. old, under warranty, fully
programmable, energy efficient,
hard ceramic element holders which
makes changing elements a breeze,
comes with set of brand new
elements. $1900. 250-629-6722 or
mgabriel@shaw.ca Pender Island

FREE WORD ADS

Winter Economy Booster
Till Spring - free WORD ads (max 25 words) for all individuals reading Island Tides. Please no business ads.
For Sale, For Rent, Personal, etc.

250-629-3660 email: islandtides@islandtides.com
HUL’QUMI’NUM from page 9
process). And the Treaty Commission process specifically
excludes any consideration of lands now privately owned.
The IAHCR have concluded that the Petition is ‘admissible’
with respect to alleged violations of certain articles of the
American Declaration. These include Article II (right to equality
before the law), Article III (right to profess, manifest and
practice a religious faith), Article XIII (right to culture), and
XXIII (right to property). As a consequence of Canada’s
GARDEN from page 5
So, winter's not so bad after all and if you or your neighbour
have a forsythia bush a few twigs brought inside and placed in a
vase now will reward you with a mass of yellow blossoms in
about two weeks.

Winter Recipes
Squash Soup
Prep time about 10 minutes
Cooking time, an hour or so
Serves two to four
A chunk of winter squash or pumpkin
1 medium onion, chopped
a couple of cloves of garlic, minced
a little oil
2 cups of some basic stock
salt & pepper
Check through your store of winter squash and pick over any
showing signs of mold. Remove the mold and seeds, cut into
sections and bake in a hot oven for half an hour or until getting
dry and burnt. The BBQ also works well for this.
Then, fling the onion and garlic into a kettle with a dash of
oil and fry until transparent and add the seasoning. Cut the rind
off the squash and the meat into chunks and add them to the
kettle along with the stock and maybe a splash of white wine.
Simmer for a half hour and blend until smooth. This is your
basic squash stock. You can have it for lunch if you are really
hungry. Better to jazz it up a bit.
Variations:Curried Squash Soup: add a large pinch of curry to
the onions when they are frying and a dollop of yogurt on top of
the soup when you serve it. If you can find a few sprigs of
cilantro in the garden chop that on too. Orange Squash Soup:

membership in the OAS, the IACHR deems itself competent to
hear the Petition.
The IACHR decision emphasizes that the grounds for
admissibility of the Petition are not the same as the grounds for
the eventual decision, and that this decision does not prejudge
the merits of the case.
It is not clear at this point when the case will be argued. 0

grate the rind and squeeze the juice of a couple of oranges into
the mix when you add the squash chunks. Or, add a couple of
spoonfuls of frozen orange concentrate to the final mix. I find
that a pinch of cinnamon and a splash of whipping cream
doesn't hurt either. Herby Squash Soup: throw in a couple of
springs of rosemary and one each of sage and thyme, all finely
chopped. Add a dash of sour cream at the end.
Hatcha puri
This is one of my favourite discoveries from a visit to the
Georgian Republic last year. Hatchapuri is their answer to pizza.
Prep time as for bread
1st & 2nd rising
Baking about 30 minutes
Serves about 4
Make up a basic bread dough with not more than a third whole
wheat flour. Fresh bread flour is best but you can use allpurpose and add a little extra glutanin. During the initial mixing
add about a cupful of active yogurt and knead well. After the
first rising divide your dough into pizza sized portions (mine are
about grapefruit size) and roll out not too thin onto a baking
sheet. Make up a mixture of equal parts yogurt and your
favourite soft cheese. Add a pinch of salt, pepper, nutmeg and
sugar to taste and spread about a cupful of this over the rolled
out dough. Then fold the edges in to the centre to make it
approximately square and turn the oven on high, at least 450.
When the oven is hot, slide your creation in and bake for 20
minutes then turn the temperature down to about 350 for
another ten minutes or until the crust is pale gold and the centre
is bubbling. Serve hot with a fruity white wine and an apple.
Makes a great lunch when you are not in a hurry or the ideal
supper before a movie. 0

PRO-DEMOCRACY from page 5
groups and planning Pro-Democracy rallies for January 23, the
Saturday before Parliament was supposed to have resumed on
January 25. While not yet a Parliamentarian, as party leader, I
will be in Ottawa on the 23rd for the rally in front of the closed
doors of Parliament. On January 25, the day Parliament was to
have resumed, I will table the Green Party plan to get out of the
structural deficit created by Mr Harper’s flawed approach to the
economy.
Regardless of your personal political affiliation, or lack of
one, please do take the time to get engaged in the prodemocracy movement that is sweeping Canada. Maybe, just
maybe, the pendulum has finally reached the outer limits of
autocratic rule and will swing back towards meaningful
democratic engagement and respectful politics. 0
Elizabeth May, OC, is the author of Losing Confidence—Power,
Politics and the Crisis in Canadian Democracy (McClelland
and Stewart, 2009) and is the federal leader of the Green Party
of Canada. She lives in Sidney, BC.

GIA from page 8
‘The change in policy that allows bylaw enforcement based
on advertisements of illegal activity, without a complaint, is
not working. It seems there is no time, or stomach to
enforce on complaints, let alone advertisements’.
‘Every week there are advertisements in the local papers for
illegal rentals, yet there is no effort on the part of bylaw
enforcement to control this problem. The attitude seems to
be that if there are no complaints by neighbours, there is no
action required. Complaints by residents who are not direct
neighbours are characterized as nuisances’.
‘Other local governments deal with infractions more
quickly and are taken more seriously’ Rudischer
concluded.
GIA is a non-profit, grassroots organization with members on
islands throughout the Islands Trust. One of GIA’s objectives is
to increase the effectiveness of the Islands Trust in fulfilling its
object to protect the natural environment and communities of
the Gulf Islands. 0
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Klemtu ferry terminal

Joint federal/provincial funding of $25 million will improve
ferry access to Klemtu through the construction of a new ferry
terminal. Construction will be complete by March 31, 2011.
The new Klemtu ferry terminal will be constructed at Wedge
Rock, two km north of the existing terminal. It includes a berth,
ramp, vehicle compound and road improvements to the site.
The Wedge Rock site has a suitable approach, water depth and
berth orientation for BC Ferries’ new vessel, the Northern
Expedition, to dock. Presently, the Northern Expedition cannot
dock at Klemtu due to the existing berth's limitations.
Kitasoo Chief Percy Starr stated that ‘community members
will travel more easily and safely for access to health care,
education, and job opportunites and be able to access amenities
that other British Columbians take for granted.’ It will also allow
for the transportation of goods and services to the community,
market products and create economic opportunities.
Klemtu is located on Swindle Island in Finlayson Channel,
approximately 220 km north of Port Hardy. It is a scheduled
stop on BC Ferries' Discovery Coast Passage summer route and
on its Inside Passage route in fall, winter and spring. 0

CRD Regional Parks’ Land Acquisition Fund
continues

The Capital Regional District Board has approved the
continuation of the successful Regional Parks’ Land
Acquisition Fund for an additional ten years. The fund will
increase from $12 to $20 per average household assessed
value over the next five years (2010-2014) at a rate of $2 per
year and be maintained at $20 to 2019.
The Land Acquisition Fund was initially established in
2000 for a ten year period based on a rate of $10 per average
household assessed value. During the past decade, the CRD
has acquired 2,968 hectares of the region’s prime natural
areas, valued at $30,704,000. The CRD contributed
$20,149,000 (66%) and partner organizations contributed
$10,555,000 (34%). The increase in the fund for 2010-2019
will result in $2 million to $3.2 million available per year for
land acquisitions and $30 million over the entire ten year
period.
Work on the Regional Parks’ Strategic Plan (an update of
the Master Plan) has begun and is slated for completion at

Upgrading to new and improved
hearing aids has never been easier.

the end of this year. This plan will set the vision for the next
ten years for the regional parks and trails system and will
identify additional areas of park potential for the Land
Acquisition Fund.
Land purchased has established the Sea to Sea Green
Blue Belt and added land to the Galloping Goose, Horth Hill,
Sooke Potholes, Thetis Lake, Mount Work, Island View
Beach, Witty’s Lagoon and Mill Hill regional parks as well as
the acquisition of land on the Gulf Islands. CRD Parks
protects and manages more than 11,500 hectares of
accessible natural areas in 30 regional parks and trails on
southern Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands. 0
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Independent Dental Hygiene in a relaxed setting
Registered Dental Hygienists offering:
• scaling • root planing • polishing
• whitening • gum disease therapy
Celebrating 7 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

RECEIVE

200

$

Hear what you’ve been missing
and get the whole story.
Take advantage of our limited time trade
in offer and make an appointment today.
250-537-4446

CREDIT WHEN YOU TRADE IN
YOUR CURRENT HEARING AIDS

Ganges: 241 Lower Ganges Road
Rebate valid on pairs of hearing aids only when trading in current aids between January 4 — February 12, 2010.
Applies to private client orders and cannot be combined with any other offer or previous purchase. Some conditions apply. Registered under the Hearing Aid Act (BC).

250-655-4884

