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Big Oil’s media deal - Patrick Brown

‘Share Of Voice’

‘Share of voice’ is an internet advertising industry term that
attempts to quantify how much of the total possible exposure
an advertiser gets. The possible exposure includes both
advertisement and editorial mentions.
The use of the term has grown, and is being applied to
other forms of media. With the blurring of editorial and
advertising online, and now in print, it is becoming more
difficult to measure how many favourable media exposures
a typical reader experiences and how influential they might
be.

Canadian Publications Mail Product
Sales Agreement Nº 40020421
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Islands view from Mount Galiano as the winter sun sets over the Gulf Islands.

n February 2014, the Canadian Association of Petroleum
Producers (CAPP) and Postmedia made an agreement
which provided for prominent placement of advertisements
and editorial features promoting CAPP’s interests in Postmedia
publications during 2014. It can be seen to have been in effect
last year and its continuation is anticipated.
CAPP includes the principal oil producers in Canada, and is
especially active in the promotion of bitumen production from
the tar sands. Postmedia will have gained control of more than
half of Canada’s urban daily newspapers during 2015, doubling
its ownership over 2014.
The contract between CAPP and Postmedia has never been
made public, but a leaked presentation document described
Postmedia’s offer to ‘work with CAPP to amplify our energy
mandate…leverage all means editorially, technically, and
creatively—through the Financial Post, Postmedia market
newspapers and affiliated media partners’ to achieve ‘100%
share of voice’ for CAPP.
Postmedia’s promise of 100% ‘share of voice’ could only be
made by a publishing corporation that controlled nearly all the
available media, and indeed Postmedia’s objective in its
expansion plan is just that. But the second, and more dangerous
implication, is that no news of alternatives, or unfavourable
reports, would be included.
In other words, ‘100% share of voice’ for CAPP implies that
the publisher would deliberately exclude news of alternatives to
oil extraction or consumption, or opinions which CAPP would
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not support.
The presentation made by Postmedia to CAPP suggests that
Postmedia writers would prepare both advertising and editorial
material on subjects ‘directed’ by CAPP. Over the past year,
there have been a number of examples illustrating how difficult
it can be to distinguish advertising from editorial material in
Postmedia newspapers.

Postmedia Control

Postmedia was constructed out of the ashes of the bankrupt
newspaper chain Canwest, with majority ownership by several
investment ‘hedge’ funds headed by New York based Golden
Tree Asset Management LP. The hedge fund financing is in the
form of high risk ‘junk bonds’ which pay between 8.25% and
13.3% interest. This interest is paid to the hedge funds whether
Postmedia is profitable or not, and to date is reported to be in
the hundreds of millions of dollars.
So while Postmedia consistently loses money, it continues
to expand. Despite blaming its losses on the decline of
newspaper advertising, Postmedia is currently purchasing an
estimated seven of Canada’s remaining urban English-language
dailies from Quebecor.
This purchase will be subject to approval by the federal
Competition Bureau, which is concerned only with whether
competition will be lessened by the purchase. Since there is little
meaningful competition now between the newspaper properties
involved, it appears unlikely that the bureau will object to this
takeover.
The result of this transaction will be fewer city dailies which
will not be owned and controlled by Postmedia; the major
exceptions are the Toronto Star (Torstar), and the Globe & Mail
(Bell Media).

The Kent Commission

‘Freedom of the press is not a property right of owners. It is a
right of the people. It is part of their right to free expression,
inseparable from their right to inform themselves.’ (Kent
Commission Report, page 1.)
In 1980, the Winnipeg Tribune and the Ottawa Journal,
MEDIA DEAL please turn to page 3

Grace Islet will be preserved

The Province of BC is partnering with local First Nations and
the Nature Conservancy of Canada for long-term conservation
of Grace Islet.
Grace Islet, a tiny, privately owned property in Ganges
Harbour, Salt Spring Island, has special cultural and spiritual
significance for local First Nations and contains at least 16 burial
cairns. A large residence was being constructed on it last year
amid a great deal of colourful protest. Although the building is
well advanced, construction ceased on December 18.
Through a partnership with the Nature Conservancy of
Canada, which acquires properties with strong ecological values,
a framework agreement to purchase has been reached with the
landowner. In addition to its cultural significance as a burial site,
Grace Islet is ecologically valuable for its Garry oak plant
communities, for its intertidal habitat, and as a small
component of the rare Coastal Douglas-fir ecosystem.
If final negotiations close successfully, the Nature
Conservancy of Canada, local First Nations, other interested
parties, and the Province will work together on a remediation
and future management plan for the islet. 0

Partnerships BC reviewed

A performance audit of Partnerships BC has identified a
number of improvements that could be made. Partnerships BC
(PBC) was set up during Gordon Campbell’s premiership, as a
Crown Corporation with the responsibility of ensuring that all
capital projects over $50 million be managed as public-private
partnerships (P3s) unless there was a ‘compelling reason’ to do
otherwise.
Since PBC’s revenue was dependent on the value of the P3s
it managed, it benefited from certain built-in conflicts of
interest. The audit report recommends that the initial screening
of projects should be carried out by the Ministry of Finance
rather than PBC. The minimum screening level should be
increased to $100 million.
The audit also emphasized that PBC should be responsible
to the project owner (typically a government department) for
PARTNERSHIPS BC, please turn to page 10
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First Nations legal challenge

The Coastal First Nations and the council and hereditary
leadership of the Gitga’at First Nation are launching a
constitutional challenge against the Province of British
Columbia seeking to compel the Province to exercise its
decision-making power over the Enbridge Northern Gateway
Pipeline. The Petition, filed January 13 in the British Columbia
Supreme Court, states the Province is required to review the
impacts of the project and make a decision as to whether it
should proceed and, if so, on what conditions.
At the heart of the lawsuit is an argument that the Province
failed to consult with First Nations and failed to follow the
British Columbia Environmental Assessment Act when it
entered into an ‘Equivalency Agreement’ with the federal
National Energy Board. In the agreement, the Province
abdicated its power to review the project’s environmental effects
and to impose more stringent environmental protections.
‘This lawsuit is about protecting Aboriginal rights and title,
and giving the BC government an opportunity to take action
that is consistent with its own opposition to the Northern
Gateway pipeline,’ said Art Sterritt, Executive Director of the
Coastal First Nations.
The lawsuit contends that while the Province was entitled to
reduce duplication and overlap by participating in the federal
assessment process, it was not entitled to abdicate its decisionmaking power over the project. 0

Political Climate
Change?

Now that we see opinion forming
About the state of global warming,
And all the world has had its say
Let’s see if politics points a way.
Last fall the WHO said loud and clear
What repercussions we must fear,
And what this climate change can do
To basic health for me and you.

That’s just World Health. The main UN
Reminds us time and time again
‘Take action ‘ere it gets too late’.
You’d think such words would penetrate
Our leader’s skulls—to cause some thought—
What do they think? We know they ought
Already to have cooked up some idea
Of how to help our deeply-troubled sphere.

Those recent demonstrations show
That all the world is in the know;
What think you, Justin, then? Pray tell—
Let’s hear from Mulcair’s boys as well—
Of Harper’s stance we’re only too aware,
The Summit came and went. He wasn’t there!
The voting power in this could be immense
And so far only Greens have made much sense.
H.Barry Cotton

www.islandtides.com
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First sunrise of 2015 graces Mayne Island.

Many Ways To Carbon Bust - Peter Nix
s a climate change activist, I am tired
of stapling posters, illegally, onto
Duncan telephone poles, and protest
rallies are often, unfairly, portrayed as too
negative and…well, too activist.
For example, I scared a very elderly lady
by yelling too loudly during the anti-Harper
demonstration at Brentwood College in fall
2013. Madam, I was simply asking for you to
take my list of climate change questions to Mr
Harper. I guess that was a ‘mission
impossible’, so I am sorry.
Honestly, my journey from oil sands
consultant to carbon buster activist happened
only due to the failure of our various levels of
government to deal with climate change; and
also the failure of Suncor, my long-time client,
to be honest about the environmental impacts
of bitumen and pipelines. So I quit.
Maybe I can now also quit being an
activist. Cowichan Valley Regional District
has its Twelve Big Environmental Ideas,
including the reduction of carbon emissions.
The City of Duncan has bought carbon
credits. And North Cowichan has its Climate
Action and Energy Plan which will reduce
citizen’s greenhouse gas emissions 80% by
2050.
Maybe my voice of concern about the
impacts of climate change is not needed so
much as the news is increasingly dominated
by tragic climate change events—floods, fires,

vicious storms, droughts, and wars.
I want to focus on solutions to climate
change, like installing solar photovoltaic (pv)
on our houses. For the first time in BC,
electricity from solar panels is competitive
with energy from fossil fuels, and even with
hydro power. Hey, other countries are way
ahead of us—solar pv panels are landing on
the world’s rooftops like lighted reindeers
during Christmas.
We can plug electric cars into our own
energy-producing solar panels, save money
by not needing to buy gas, and reduce the
need for BCHydro to build expensive dams
that will certainly cost us a lot of money
through increased taxes or hydro rates. Wow,
what a concept.
Next, let’s form a solar co-op and install
numerous panels on some land—perhaps as
part of our retirement pensions as done in

Europe. In that case, increasing hydro rates
will not be a concern in our old age; rather,
they will mean higher profits.
Finally, let’s work with our municipal
governments to set up a publicly-owned,
money making, solar pv electric utility as
allowed under provincial Bill 27, and as
recommended by the North Cowichan
Climate Action and Energy Plan.
Interested in any of the above? Get
involved
and
contact
cowichancarbonbusters@shaw.ca.
By doing this, you can help reduce the
world demand for fossil fuels and the need for
oil pipelines and gas fracking—and so heal the
planet. And as a bonus, you can put climate
change activists like me out of business…
please.

ne rainy evening recently, I watched
another formulaic love story based on
a food theme. The movie, 100 Foot
Journey, was entertaining and romantic, but
what held my attention was the aggressive,
competitive ethos surrounding cuisine and the
drive to be always on the cutting edge. Sadly,
for a few hectic years I played my small part in
this ethos.
Like clothing and music, food also has it’s
fashions. So what, I wonder, will food look like
this time next year?
Nowadays more than fashion is changing
what’s on your plate; the internet is too. With
the right device, you can check in with Google
or your favourite app for support and
assurance at any time while making lunch.
What do I do with cumquats or how do I
repair a scrambled Hollandaise?
Coming to a store near you, the same
device can also pre-order your groceries and
recommend which variety of potato goes
better with grilled beef and which makes
better latkes. Then, when you are pondering
over precisely which bread to go with melted
Brie, another app will adjust your personal
diet plan.
That same technology is bringing food
news, too. There isn’t a month that goes by
without another research paper or handwringing conference concerned about food
security and nutrition. Climate change is
wreaking havoc with crops in key areas like
California, Mexico, Russia, China, and
Australia—which means prices can only go up
and some items will become really expensive.
While it is sometimes hard to be optimistic,
this is a good time for our region, with its
slightly warmer, wetter winters and dryer
summers. It has widened our potential for
crops and sustainability.

Being a locavore is a lifestyle that’s in
fashion and being embraced. Many of these
contemporary food fashions are exquisitely
timed—a review of the most credible prophets
of food around the world suggests that 2015
and beyond will feature variations on many of
the foods that grow best in our farms, gardens,
and along our shorelines.
Crucifers such as kale are still in full stride
with a zillion recipes for cauliflower steaks,
chimchi, sauerkraut, and Brussels sprouts
crossed with red cabbage. Even grandma’s
pantry of pickled preserves is coming into its
own with 21st century multicultural fusion.
Every year recently, we have put down jars
of homegrown hot peppers and crisp runner
beans. Other moderately easy-to-grow veggies
that will feature large on haute cuisine menus
are the so-called ugly roots: fennel, parsnip,
celeriac, and kohlrabi. Sauteed, smoked,
creamed or grated raw, these traditional
winter crops do very well in the Salish Sea
region if you give them plenty of time to grow.
The marketing of food supplements and
enriched snacks is growing exponentially.
Originally focused on athletes needing more
instant energy, then for children’s food to
supplement picky appetites, the makers of
processed foods now have the greyhaired
generation in their sights. Given that the
average age for islanders exceeds a half
century, we are prime targets. Besides energy
bars and fortified cereals, age supplements are
disguised in milk products and beverages. You
can expect to see calcium for those brittle
bones, probiotics for a better digestion, and
herbal extracts for everything else. However,
clinical information I have seen suggests that
these supplements are essentially worthless
because any value the plant once owned has

O

Cowichan Carbon Buster Peter Nix lives in
Maple Bay. 0

What Will Be On Your Plate This
Time Next Year? - Brian Crumblehulme

FOOD, please turn to page 10
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BC Ferries’ new intermediate vessels - Brian Hollingshead

The third ferry will operate year-round
between Powell River and Comox on Route Nº17,
replacing Queen of Burnaby, the Queen of
Nanaimo’s sister ship.

The new ferries will be slightly longer than
Queen of Cumberland and slightly shorter
than Skeena Queen (see silhouettes, right).
They will be four lanes wide, front to back, and
six lanes wide through the mid-ship area.
They’ll carry 145 vehicles and 600 passengers
each.
The big change is that these ferries have a
main deck and a lower deck, also six lanes
wide—no more ramps up from the main deck.
The lower deck is reached through access doors
(like big trapdoors) on the main deck, opening
to ramps down to the lower deck. The main
deck holds 85 vehicles—thus the lower deck
will only be used when there is insufficient
capacity on the main deck. The lower deck has
something like 10ft of headroom, will be well
lit, and will have windows or large portholes
providing a connection to the outside world.
This main and lower deck arrangement is
commonly used in Europe. That’s to say, it’s a
proven and accepted design.
For the main deck, think Queens of
Cumberland and Capilano; long, reasonable
width lanes and enough height to take the
largest trucks and RVs. For access to the lower

MEDIA DEAL from page 1

each of which had been published for nearly 100
years, suddenly shut down as a result of a major
media merger. This triggered a Royal
Commission, headed by Tom Kent, to review the
increasing concentration of media ownership—
well before the internet, media at the time
consisted mainly of print publications.
The commission presented its final report to
the government in 1981. It described increasing
concentration of newspaper ownership and
predicted that this would continue unless there
was some government intervention. The report
also quoted the Davey Report, a decade earlier,
which noted that newspapers can only thrive
when ‘the operation is financially secure and…
people who care more about journalism than
about balance-sheets control the editorial
product.’
These findings turned out to be prescient. The
government of the day, preoccupied with the
Charter of Rights and Freedoms and not wishing
to annoy the then-profitable newspaper industry,
took no action.
The Charter guaranteed freedom of the press,
but failed to define it: ‘Everyone has the following
fundamental freedoms: (b) Freedom of thought,
belief, opinion and expression, including freedom
of the press and other media of communication...’

Newspapers Today

Kent could not have predicted the advent of the
internet, nor could the commission have seen
its impact on newspaper advertising. The
commission would have been shocked by
today’s cutbacks in newsrooms and the decline
and fragmentation of journalism.
While this is widely rationalized by
reference to the increase in available webbased reporting and opinion writing, there are
those who seriously doubt that today’s citizens
are as well-informed as they were in the heyday
of print.
A well-designed print newspaper leads the
eye from one article to another, each possibly
concerning a completely different subject. A
newspaper presenting a variety of subjects

deck, bear in mind the ramps will be big
enough to accommodate full-size pick-ups,
mirrors and all. There will be two such
entry/exit points at each end of the ship as a
matter of redundancy. Vehicles on both sides
of the ship will be able to exit by either ramp,
should one fail.
There are two elevators serving both decks,
and four stairwells. Unlike any vessels we see
today, the ICFs will have dedicated washrooms
for the handicapped on each car deck as well
as on the main passenger deck. While
considered an ‘open deck’ vessel, the car decks
are largely covered by the passenger deck and
surrounded at both ends by high walls, with
what’s referred to as a ‘brow’ at each end—
think of a visor like on the helmets of the
knights of old. This sits in place while
underway and swings up out of the way for
loading and unloading. We are told that sea
spray is not a problem in applications in the
stormy European waters and thus, shouldn’t
be here.

As for cruise line luxury—not even close. BC
Ferries is acutely aware of the comments about
‘cruise ship’ amenities. On Route Nº9, food
services will be essentially the same as those now
on the Queen of Nanaimo. The passenger areas
are designed to provide a reasonable level of
comfort while including the useful amenities
we’ve come to expect. The seats are designed for
durability, ease of maintenance, and comfort.

There will also be a gift shop, though
smaller than what we now see. Whether or not
wi-fi will be provided will be determined at a
later date.
The vessels will be powered by dual fuel,
liquified natural gas (LNG) and diesel. The
intent is that they will operate primarily on
LNG, and diesel only when required.
Another interesting change is that there will
be live-aboard quarters for crew, in the event that
this may become practical, depending on where
and how the vessels may be deployed in the

exposes the reader to them all.
Readers often access the web to increase
knowledge about subjects which they already
know about. New topics are less likely to be
encountered or discovered, limiting his/her
breadth of information.

Public Trust

Freedom of the press, the Kent Commission
pointed out, is a right of citizens. But the
editorial staff of any publication inevitably have
their opinions, based on their experience and
analysis of the news. Readers may be
influenced by opinions expressed by individual
columnists, and the opinion of the newspaper.
This is most clearly expressed by the
newspaper’s editorial writing.
Readers trust that this opinion is
authoritative and independent, is not dictated
by a dominant advertiser, has not been directly
paid for, and is not the result of coercion,
blackmail, or fear for the personal safety of the
editorial staff or the publisher.

Commentary

Editorial expression is a fundamental privilege
and responsibility of the press (and, by
extension, of digital media). It is the quid pro
quo for the freedom of the press, as referred to
in the Charter, and the opening statement of
the Kent Commission report.
In guaranteeing ‘100% share of voice’ to
CAPP, Postmedia is forgoing this responsibility
in all its daily newspapers throughout much of
Canada.
Unfortunately, this also has the effect of
damaging readers’ trust in the editorial
integrity of every Canadian newspaper. 0
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the busy weekends from the middle of May to the
end of June, from Labour Day to Thanksgiving,
and for the Easter Weekend will be a great

improvement.

SKEENA QUEEN
QUEEN OF BURNABY
QUEEN OF CUMBERLAND
QUEEN OF NANAIMO

future. BC Ferries was vague about this.
These vessels will be much faster loading and
unloading, while travelling at about the same
speed as the Queen of Nanaimo. The plan—when
two vessels are operating on Route Nº9—is that
each will serve two islands, simplifying the
loading and unloading. We are told this should
translate into more trips at busy times.
The actual schedules have yet to be
determined. The Ferry Advisory Committee is
given to understand that once draft schedules
have been drawn up they will be taken to the
communities for comment.

Southern Islands & Salt Spring

BC Ferries is aware of the critical issue of the
optimum window for Friday night departures
from Tsawwassen and Sunday night departures
from the southern islands. Both these timings
need to be carefully thoughtout.
As the two vessels have about the same
capacity as the combination of Queen of
Nanaimo and Bowen Queen (which currently
adds capacity on Route Nº9 during July and
August), there will still be Route Nº9 capacity
limitations in high summer.
Nevertheless, having two ships available for

From what Ferry Advisory Committees have
seen and heard, these vessels do look as if they’ve
been thoughtfully designed to meet the needs of
the travelling public. 0

Public Input Sought

BC Ferries is asking for public opinion on the
following:
Q: Is there a need for accessible washroom stalls
in general washrooms considering that
providing accessible stalls would reduce the
number of stalls overall?
Q: Uni-directional seating versus group
seating—the current plan shows 92 seats that
face each other for group seating. Is this
adequate?
Q: Are you satisfied with the location of the five
satellite TV display screens on the passenger
deck?
Q: Are you satisfied with the mix of vending
machines and do you have any views on
products carried?
Q: Is there a requirement for a small display
case? If so, what would be displayed and how
large should the case be?
Q: Is there a need for a community notice board
and if so, would you prefer an open board or one
in a lockable display cabinet?
Q: Flooring under lounge seats will be carpet to
assist in noise reduction. The remainder of the
passenger deck floor will be vinyl for ease of
cleaning. Do you support this approach?
Q: BC Ferries will be increasing the number of
electrical receptacles available for charging
personal electronic devices. Is there a
preference for their location?

If you have ideas, comments or any other
thoughts: vesselreplacement@bcferries.com.
This is your opportunity.

<
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SALT SPRING ISLAND

here’s news of BC Ferries’ three new
Intermediate Class Ferries (ICFs). The
first of the three vessels will arrive in
Powell River in late 2016. The Southern Islands
and Salt Spring pair will go into service in early
2017. And no, they haven’t yet been named.
Two of the vessels, both smaller than the
Queen of Nanaimo, will be identical. One will
work out of Long Harbour all year, while the
second one will also work on Route Nº9 out of
Tsawwassen during the summer and shoulder
season. During the rest of the year it will
provide refit relief for both the others.
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E-Vehicles - Sharing the Benefits

Dear Editor:
We have just completed our first 5,000 kilometers driving our
all-electric Nissan Leaf, almost all of which has been on Salt
Spring Island. Ours is a used vehicle (affordable to us) that was
pre-owned as a leased unit by Nissan. It provides a good driving
range and is comfortable, quiet and handles well, along with
having a surprising amount of power to ensure safe driving.
We almost always have the car plugged into a standard 120
volt outdoor outlet at our home. We have occasionally used the
Artspring’s Level II charger in Ganges, which is free for use by
the public, but the electricity used is currently paid by the local
organization Transition Salt Spring (TSS). A big thank you to
TSS for providing this valuable service to local electric vehicle
owners and providing an incentive to those considering visiting
our island.
We have received several electricity bills since purchasing
the car and, with regular overnight charging, bills have
increased somewhere between $15 and $20/mo (or about 60¢
per overnight charge).
This is a dramatic cost reduction for transportation
compared to our previous vehicle (average $60/tank fill or
about $250/month). We are also anticipating lower
maintenance bills (there is little in an electric car that requires
dealer maintenance), and lower depreciation costs, further
reducing the overall long term cost of ownership (including
setting funds aside for an eventual traction battery
replacement).
A cost redirection strategy appeals to us. In other words, we
use the funds that we would normally spend on gas fills, oil
changes, etc, to provide funds for other valuable projects for
ourselves or for the community.
To this end, Sheri and I donated $750 of our current and
future savings towards the purchase and installation of a solar
panel for the local highschool ‘Solar Scholarship Project’. This
signature project, which opened on Saturday, January 10, will
benefit our local community in many ways, especially
supporting a long term educational component.
We are happy to observe that both our vehicle and the school
project will help send the message that a smooth transition to a
more environmentally sustainable community is both practical,
achievable, and makes darn good sense.
Jim and Sheri Standen, Salt Spring Island
Ed’s Note: It was noted at the ‘Flip The Switch’ celebration at
the highschool on January 10 that Salt Spring has the highest
concentration of electric vehicles in Canada.

Readers’ Letters

Manager of BCFC Operations Security Centre has the decision
for final approval for transport of a patient, and then contacts
the ferry to make arrangements.
In the past BC Ambulance dispatch directly contacted the
ferry via pager every time there was a potential transport, which
let the ferry captain know that there could be a need for a delay,
or very rarely, an extra sailing. Dispatch informed the ferry of
the level of emergency. This allowed the captain to plan the
sailing’s schedule with the least impact to the public while
ensuring the most efficient and timely transport of the patient.
When the captain had been contacted by dispatch and if there
were to be a delay or extra sailing then he/she would contact
OSC and let them know the status of the ambulance and any
delay in the ferry schedule.
Every ambulance transport has been decided by professional
paramedics, and often a local physician—there is no need for a
reverse of past practice and for the dispatcher to funnel his
communications through a BCFC Security Centre manager. The
BC Ambulance dispatcher has a responsibility to communicate
directly with the persons involved with the transport of patients,
the paramedics and physicians; every added level of
communication creates the potential for dropped information,
as has been the case with recent ambulance calls on Denman.
Every resident of Denman
Defending Wild
Island,
the
coastal
Salmon
communities, and every island,
re you confused by what is going on in the Middle East? pays provincial taxes and MSP
Dear Editor:
premiums (which is just an
Let me explain.
2014 was a tough year for wild
We support the Iraqi government in the fight against added income tax and went up
salmon protectors, but we held
ground.
The
Harper Islamic State. We don’t like Islamic State (IS), but IS is 4% on January 1) in addition to
ferry fares, which as we all know
government wanted more supported by Saudi Arabia, whom we do like.
We don’t like President Assad in Syria. We support the are very high. In addition, all
salmon farms in British
Columbia, but none were fight against him, but not IS, which is also fighting against patients in BC pay for the use of
an ambulance. As these trips
approved that we know of. him.
We don’t like Iran, but Iran supports the Iraqi government occur within a regular workday
However, there is a wave of
applications bearing down on against IS. So, some of our friends support our enemies and schedule, the only real cost
this coast, some of them from some of our enemies are our friends, and some of our could be fuel, which in the case
the new company using the BC enemies are fighting against our other enemies, whom we on Denman Island and the MV
coast to farm salmon— want to lose, but we don’t want our enemies who are fighting Quinitsa would be less than
$150; a far cry from the $1,500
our enemies to win.
Mitsubishi.
If the people we want to defeat are defeated, they might per ‘invoice’ as is currently
Thank you to everyone who
charged
to
BC
has taken part, informed me be replaced by people we like even less. And all this was being
about
diseased
salmon, started by us invading a country to drive out terrorists who Ambulance.
As all patients within BC
donated, and encouraged me. I weren’t actually there until we went in to drive them out. Do
should be afforded the exact
realized last year that there is no you understand now?
Aubrey Bailey, Fleet, Hampshire, UK same level of emergency care, I
going back to studying whales,
would put the case to you that
the life I wanted to live, and that Letter to British newspaper (via Facebook).
we are having our emergency
I will never give up. Wild
salmon are far too important to the whales, this coast, people, care compromised by BCFC and it’s insatiable fee schedules and
our climate, and our future. We cannot allow them to be wish for control, which are now adding an ‘invoice’ and level of
destroyed just because a few people want to take shortcuts to control which could impact our health and our lives.
I want to know why BCFC has added this hidden extra toll
wealth.
2015 is going to be a defining year. Below is the link to a short to our already ridiculously high fare structure for a ‘delay or
video; my thoughts on the laws that are being rewritten to fit extra sailing’ which occurs within a scheduled ferry workday.
this industry and where we have to take this fight: Shorter ferry workdays reflect the reduced schedule imposed
by your government to supposedly save money.
alexandramorton.typepad.com/alexandra_morton/2015/01/l
Has your Ministry consulted with BC Ambulance and local
ooking-forward-to-2015-we-cannot-give-up.html.
Alexandra Morton, Echo Bay doctors to ensure that this added, ‘invoice’ for delay or extra
sailings from BCFC has not impacted or interfered with the level
Charges from BCFC to BC Ambulance of patient care by both local paramedics and physicians?
Service and Changes to Dispatch
Has your Ministry reviewed the recent changes to make sure
The following letter was sent to Minister of Health, that all dispatch communications are functioning on the same
level as they have in the past, with no ‘dropped’ communications
Honourable Terry Lake.
to the ferries that serve the islands caused by the routing of calls
Dear Minister:
I recently learned that, as of October 2014, BCFC has added through BCFC’s Operations Security Centre?
I hope to hear from you soon on this critical care issue.
charges for delay of sailings or additional sailings that are
Laura Pope, Denman Island
required by the BC Ambulance service to transport patients to
A Canadian Bear Problem
emergency medical services from northern Gulf Islands. This
may also be in effect on routes within the Southern Gulf Islands. Dear Editor:
These charges are not for ‘call-outs’ after hours but for trips Canada holds a new record, and once again proves itself to be
within the existing structure of the 7½-hour workday, now the an outlaw nation in the global environmental community.
norm on all northern Gulf Islands, since the schedule cutbacks
At the International Convention on Trade In Endangered
instituted by Ministry of Transport in April of 2014.
Species (CITES) held in Bangkok in March, 2013, 180 member
In addition to this, all ambulance dispatch has been routed countries voted to extend protection to 76 endangered plants
through the BCFC Operations Security Centre (OSC) as the and animals. Canada was the only country to file ‘Reservations’
main contact to BCFC ships ‘to assist fleet tracking invoices against all of them. No other country has ever taken such an
received for any delayed/extra sailings requests’ and to ‘Reduce action. In fact, in the 39-year history of CITES, by comparison,
incident of unauthorized requests’ for ferry transport.
the US has never filed a single Reservation. A ‘Reservation’ is a
In the past no ambulance transport via ferry that required a unilateral statement that a country will not be bound by the
delay or extra sailing, which occurred within the standard provisions of the convention.
workday, was ‘invoiced’ any extra charge. It is my understanding
It was stated at the convention that it made no sense for
that this extra charge from BCFC is in the range of Canada to opt out of its obligations to CITES when we don’t
$1,500–$2,000 per delay or extra trip.
even have a commercial interest in most of the species. ‘There
It appears that ‘financial implications’ are now being is no logical explanation,’ it was stated. But there is an
considered as part of the protocol for assessing the need to explanation if you dig a little deeper. A possible scenario
transport a patient to emergency care rather that the BC emerges that is similar to that of a person who burns down their
Ambulance’s own existing transport guidelines which state: house to collect the insurance and burns down the whole block
‘carefully assess the need to delay transport only to provide to disguise their crime.
interventions for the benefit of the patient’.
Here’s what I think.
Because of this new ‘invoice’ policy, the Duty Operations
LETTERS, please turn to next page

Island Tides Oil+Gas+Coal Archive

Dear Editor:
Thank you for indexing, over the last 15 years, your articles on
the impacts of big oil, gas, and coal on climate change and our
environment. Island Tides hundred-and-fifty-seven articles at
www.islandtides.com/html/oil.htm are a goldmine of
information and insights into the challenges we are currently
facing with the proposed Kinder Morgan Pipeline expansion
and seven-fold increase in oil tanker traffic.
The articles by Patrick Brown and others provide a valuable
primer for Gulf Islanders who are preparing their presentations
to the NEB to oppose the increase in oil tanker traffic through
our fragile Salish Sea marine environment.
One accident and oil spill in Boundary Pass or Haro Strait
will undermine the integrity of the fragile Gulf Island marine
environment, imperil the endangered Southern Resident Orcas,
and compromise our already challenged island economy. Island
Tides has provided valuable intellectual ammunition to
challenge the pipeline expansion and the increase in oil tanker
traffic. Enclosed, with thanks to you and your excellent
contributors, is our renewed voluntary subscription to Island
Tides.
Monica and Paul Petrie, South Pender Island

A

Clear as Mud

If you wish you had been reading Island Tides for years—you still
can! Catch up with our online archive at ww.islandtides.com
www.islandtides.com
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News In Brief

Orca Baby Had Birthing Help

Photo: Jesse Guy

First kid on the block. Saturna’s feral goats are getting a head start on the birthing season.

LETTERS from previous page

At the convention, the US was to propose the addition of
polar bear parts to a trade-ban list that already includes elephant
ivory and rhinoceros horn. Canada is home to roughly 15,000
polar bears, and is the only country in the world to permit sports
hunting and trade in the animal’s body parts. A quick search on
the internet confirms that to ban polar bear sports hunting
would be a major disruption in the north. There are a number
of companies that offer commercial polar bear hunts for as
much as $30,000 per bear.
As well, there is a major political concern. The Inuit
government of Nunavut insists polar bears are increasing, and
that limits on the hunts will harm Arctic communities. It would
also severely limit local community’s ability to regulate the
killing of polar bears. In the arctic hamlet of Taloyoak in just
two months this fall six polar bears between one and two years
old (cubs) were killed as they scavenged in town.
Nobody asked me, but that’s what I think.
Roger Brunt, Salt Spring Island
Ed’s Note: Might the increase of polar bears in settlements
have to do with the disappearing sea ice? The bears cannot
hunt, so they scavenge instead. Hence, they are seen more and
are more by humans and so seem to be increasing in number?
Does any reader know about this?

Yasuni National Park

Dear Editor,
I don’t feel that Martha Honey gave an accurate picture of what’s
been going on in Ecuador when she said: ‘After two decades,
the Yasuni National Park is threatened again as Ecuador’s
president has reneged on his pledge to protect the park and has
sold drilling rights to the Chinese.’
What Ms Honey fails to mention is that President Rafael
Correa spent several years asking the rest of us to support his
pledge by paying Ecuador to keep the oil in the ground, a
strategy that was supported globally in principle (see
http://tinyurl.com/ohlbone)
but
not
in
reality
(http://tinyurl.com/lzeftmh).
Ecuador asked for US$3.6 billion (half or less of the oil’s
market value at the time) in contributions to maintain a
moratorium on drilling in the remote ITT region of Yasuni
National Park, but raised only $13 million in actual donations
(along with $116 million in pledges). There are many who
criticized the plan (I thought it was rather imaginative) and who
are ready to blame President Correa for ‘reneging’ on his pledge.
The rest of us had the chance to support his Yasuni-ITT
Initiative strategy and we didn’t. We failed to show that we value
Yasuni’s biodiversity, and we failed to understand how
important oil revenues can be in a country plagued by poverty.
Julie Johnston, Pender Island

When is a Bridge More Than a Bridge?

Dear Editor:
In response to the provincial government’s decision to fund a
feasibility study to determine the potential location and
construction costs of a bridge from Vancouver Island, possibly
to Mudge Island, and thence to Gabriola Island, a group of
concerned islanders have formed to advocate for a bridge-free
Salish Sea.
The group is working to highlight the beauty and unique
qualities of islands and island life and the potential negative
social, economic, cultural, and environmental impacts of a fixed
link to Vancouver Island. We are focusing on a letter writing
campaign and a formal petition to the Legislative Assembly, as
well as working to ensure that British Columbians realize the
danger of this decision.
We believe that the provincial government reacted far too
hastily when responding to a petition from a group of people in
favour of a bridge, almost immediately allocating $200,000 of
taxpayer money to this study—with no consultation with any of
the local governments or groups potentially impacted by the
study. We see the bridge issue as a symptom of the much bigger

problem of the BC Liberal government’s failed Coastal Ferries
Act. The Union of BC Municipalities and activists in ferrydependent communities are already doing excellent work on
that issue and we intend to support and build on that work. Our
primary focus is to keep our islands bridge-free in line with the
Islands Trust Policy .
Why would any of our islands need a bridge or a four lane
highway? We suspect that the provincial government may be
quietly considering the possibility of establishing a ferry
terminal on Gabriola to shorten the crossing time to the
Mainland from Vancouver Island.
We are looking for people on other islands who share our
concerns to assist with acquiring signatures for the petition. We
are also asking people to write the Minister of Transportation
with copies to local newspapers, MLA’s, and the Premier. We
have buttons and postcards available as well as a template to
assist in letter writing.
We invite those looking for further information, or who want
to help, to visit: bridgefreesalishsea.wordpress.com
or to email

us at: bridgefreesalishsea@telus.net.
Steve O’Neill, Gabriola Island
Ed’s Note: The Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure
has awarded a feasibility study contract to CH2M Hill Canada
Limited, beginning this fall, to examine potential locations for
a fixed link, provide cost estimates, and undertake a cost
comparison between a fixed link and the existing ferry service.
It will not assess the level of public support for a bridge.

TB Reach

Dear Editor:
While the world watches in morbid fascination as Ebola burns
through west Africa, there’s another, more patient killer that will
claim far more victims. Unlike Ebola, tuberculosis (TB) takes
its victims slowly, ensuring that on average a TB sufferer infects
almost a dozen others before they are treated—or die.
Each year 9 million people are newly infected with TB, a
third never diagnosed. 1.4 million will die. These numbers dwarf
the deaths by Ebola, the disease that has gripped the world with
fear.
Ebola is a new threat and certainly needs attention. But for
years now Canada has been at the forefront of helping the world
rid itself of the ancient plague of TB. Canada launched TB
REACH in 2009, and in its first year this program increased
detection and treatment of TB up to 100% in some areas. Its
reach has since expanded to 145 projects in 36 countries, and
millions of lives have been saved.
Canada is the sole funder of TB REACH, and the time for
funding renewal is here. As we did in 2009, Canada needs to
pledge another $120 million over 5 years so that TB REACH
can continue its successful and innovative outreach programs.
Nathaniel Poole, Victoria

After a couple of failures this year, the Southern Resident Killer
Whale population has a new baby girl, and so far she seems to
be getting along swimmingly. The new calf, identified as J-50,
was apparently born just after Christmas. Her mother may be
either J-16, who some thought was too old to reproduce, or J36, for whom this would be a first baby. Either way, J-50 is being
closely escorted by both females. The Southern Resident pods,
J, K, and L, are listed as endangered on both sides of the
US/Canada border, which they cross frequently without
passports. In total, there are 78 whales.
The last orca pregnancy, to J-32, ended tragically with an
infection that killed both mother and the unborn calf. L-120,
born last September, survived only two months. Orca births can
be difficult. J-50 exhibited teeth marks, which indicated that
her mother needed, and received, some experienced help in the
birthing process.
Youngsters and parents participating in a December 30
annual bird count at Brooks Point Regional Park on South
Pender Island saw the baby whale swimming by.

Carbon Pricing Catching On

Ontario is planning to introduce carbon pricing, joining Quebec
and BC. It’s not clear, however, whether it will take the form of
a cap-and-trade system, like Quebec, or a straight tax, like BC’s
$30 per tonne. The Prime Minister has made it clear that the
federal government will not introduce any tax that would affect
the fossil fuel industry, characterizing it as ‘crazy’. Meanwhile,
the US government estimated the cost of climate change at $37
per tonne of carbon dioxide, with the UK about double that.
Both must now consider a report by Stanford University
researchers that would set that price at $220 per tonne.
The new estimates take into account the reduction in growth
rates that could result from climate change; the old ones
assumed business-as-usual, albeit with climate change costs
added.

WCC LNG Public Comments

The Canadian Environmental Agency is seeking comments
from the public concerning WCC LNG Project Ltd’s proposal to
construct and operate an LNG facility and marine terminal on
the eastern shore of Tuck Inlet, within the city limits of Prince
Rupert.
The facility is expected to operate for a minimum of 24 years
and have a maximum production capacity of approximately 30
million tonnes per year. 
Comments must be submitted to Canadian Environmental
Assessment Agency, 410-701 W Georgia St, Vancouver, V7Y 1C6, by
February 2.

Manly Nanaimo–Ladysmith Candidate

At a packed meeting at Beban Park Social Centre on January
12, Paul Manly was acclaimed Green Party candidate in the
newly formed federal riding of Nanaimo-Ladysmith.
In his acceptance speech, well-known local filmmaker and
social activist Manly said that as the MP for the riding he would
be accountable to his constituents, not corporations, political
insiders or party bureaucrats.
Elizabeth May, Green Party of Canada Leader, told the
crowd that her pledge to Paul Manly was that he would be
expected to answer to his constituents first, not to her as leader.
May predicts that Greens could hold the balance of power in
a minority government with the Green Party making major

NEWS IN BRIEF, please turn to page 10

Doug Routley, MLA
Nanaimo~North Cowichan

Unit 112 50 Tenth Street
Nanaimo BC V9R 6L1
T 250.716.5221 | F 250.716.5222
Box 269 | #1 – 16 High Street
Ladysmith BC V9G 1A2
T 250.245.9375 | F 250.245.8164
Web: www.dougroutley.ca
Email: douglas.routley.mla@leg.bc.ca
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On the brink. Hardy polar bear swimmers prepare to take the plunge on Pender Island, watched by many not so bold—or cold.
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The Future Is Now - Guy Dauncey

Could trucks, ships and planes be 100% renewable?

onder this: a typical eighteen-wheeler truck has a 400horse-power engine. It burns stored solar energy from
ancient, 300-million-year-old marine organisms. If you
used horses to pull that much load, you’d need 400 of them,
and 400 hectares of land to keep the horses pastured.
Alternatively, you could use 4,000 humans—and a hundred
overseers with whips to keep them pulling. Maybe this is why
slavery was so common before we discovered the concentrated
energy of fossil fuels—the true ‘concentrated solar.’ Any
particular coalmine, gas-field or oil-well might embody twenty
million years of stored solar radiation and we are exhausting it
in twenty years, giving an effective solar concentration rate of
fifty thousand and releasing a million years of accumulated
carbon ever year.
Using this incredible supply of energy, we have been able to
develop our modern world with its highly advanced science and
engineering, its automated factories, and its global
transportation network, shipping vast quantities of stuff around
the world.
Holland, with 17 million people, ships 1.6 billion tonnes of
cargo a year, half by road and a third by water—all using fossil
fuels. That’s a hundred tonnes (seven shipping containers) per
person per year. If BC (with 4.6 million people) has a similar
consumption pattern, we are shipping 460 million tonnes of
cargo a year.

How Much Do We Need To Consume?

How much stuff do we really need to consume? 20%? 50%?
With our current shopping habits we are literally consuming
the planet to pieces, turning GDP into Gross Depletion of the
Planet.
How much less stuff would we need if we embraced a
sharing economy, with shared vehicles, shared food gardens,
and shared tools and equipment?
How much less raw material would we need if we made an
all-out effort to convert BC’s economy into a circular economy,
with zero waste, and 100% recyclability for everything we buy?
Could 3-D printing reduce the amount of global trade and
usher in a more localized economy? In China, a company has
3-D printed an entire house using cement and construction
wastes for just $5,000. The future might see the 3-D printing
of furniture, office supplies, medical supplies, prosthetic limbs,
machine tools, play equipment, boats, shoes—even aircraft
wings, propellers, and small fuselages.
Could we build a zero-growth economy that meets our
fundamental needs while still enabling people to increase their
happiness and fulfillment?

www.islandtides.com

Would we consume less if we had a change to more
cooperative ownership of businesses, more benefit
corporations, and more cooperative, values-based banking,
which might be less driven to make us buy, buy, buy?
Or do we simply need far more affordable housing, so that
people would not need to work so hard, stoking the economy
simply to pay the monthly rent or mortgage?
These are all important questions that we need to ponder. I
am not aware of any study that looks at all these factors together.

The 100% Renewable Energy Problem

How can we switch BC’s freight transportation from diesel and
gasoline to 100% renewable energy?
Some local urban delivery could go electric right now, using
electric cargo bikes. In Europe, Cycle Logistics has estimated
that 51% of Europe’s city freight could be shipped by bike. For
heavier loads, a Smith Newton electric truck can carry up to 12
tonnes, with a 150 kilometres range.
As soon as we move out of the city, however, we run into
major challenges. There are many ways to make trucks more
fuel efficient, and trucking companies can engage in loadsharing and freight-matching to reduce mileage—20% of the
trucks on Germany’s roads travel empty, and maybe it’s the
same here in BC. A University of Arkansas research project
estimates that one-in-six trucks could be taken off the road with
no loss in utility.
Clearly, electrified railways could also be a partial solution,
and with less use of coal, rail capacity would be freed up. In
Canada, coal accounts for 13% of rail freight traffic; in America,
it is an incredible 44% of the annual tonnage. 80% of Canada’s
coal is exported from Vancouver’s North Shore and Roberts
Bank terminals, and from Prince Rupert. When BC no longer
exports coal there will be capacity freed up along the routes. For
every destination to which rail can carry freight, however, there
are dozens of destinations to which it can’t.
Alongside rail, there are three possibilities for using 100%
renewable transportation energy for trucking: hydrogen,
biofuel and electric.

Hydrogen

There is a strong consensus that regular cars and light trucks
will be electric, but that does not apply to heavy-duty trucks.
Mark Jacobson and his team at The Solutions Project at
Stanford University, California, have mapped out how every
state in the US could achieve 100% renewable energy using sun,
wind and water. They are assuming the use of hydrogen for
long-distance trucking, using renewable electricity to generate
the hydrogen by splitting water, which is then used in a fuel cell
to generate electricity for an electric drive. (Most of today’s
hydrogen is derived from natural gas, which is clearly not a
renewable solution).
Using hydrogen requires three times more electricity than
direct electric drive, but the technology is known, and on-site

electrolysis, which is already happening in Holland, California,
and sixteen other states in the US would eliminate the need to
ship or pipe hydrogen around the province. Every truck would
need to be a fuel-cell truck, however, which makes it far more
complex than biofuel, which works with existing vehicles.
Blue Fuel—a BC company linked to Aeolis, one of BC’s major
wind energy companies—has developed a partnership with
Siemens Canada to create the world’s largest hydrogen
electrolysis infrastructure on 400 hectares of land near
Chetwynd. Knowing how much wind-energy potential there is
in the northeast of the province, they hope to produce green
hydrogen.

Biofuel?

First generation biofuel, such as ethanol made from corn,
requires the use of good farmland, and its production is so
carbon intensive that it hardly reduces greenhouse gas
emissions at all. Corn ethanol is seen by some as being part of
the problem, not the solution.
The holy grail is second generation cellulosic biofuel made
from switchgrass, corn stover (the leaves and stalk of maize
crops), wood wastes, wheat straw or municipal wastes.
Unfortunately, the reality has lagged far behind the hopes. In
the US, instead of a billion gallons of cellulosic ethanol being
produced by 2013, as mandated. Progress has been really slow,
and production was a thousand times less than required at
under a million gallons.
Hopes for the production of biofuel from algae have
withered, too. To make it productive, algae needs a constant
stream of CO2—and if it comes from fossil fuels, via carbon
capture, fossil carbon will still be released when the algae fuel is
burnt. Effective progress in the algae direction is almost zero.
In Finland, which has extensive forest coverage, their
Roadmap to a Renewable Methane Economy envisions
biomethane from municipal and forest wastes as providing 60%
of the fuel for heavy road transport by 2050, the rest coming
from electricity, hydrogen and bio-dimethyl ether. The Finnish
Biogas Association estimates that there is enough available
biomethane from wastes to cover 40% of total transportation
needs, including 60% for trucking.
There is also another approach that may work. BioRoot
Energy, based in Montana, has a technology that can make
higher mixed alcohol biofuel from any kind of waste, including
municipal solid waste, sewage sludge, construction debris,
industrial waste, liquid waste and woody biomass waste, using
a rotary kiln gasifier to convert the waste into a liquid fuel and
a slag residue, yielding syngas that is then converted into a liquid
fuel for use in any vehicle. Plastic wastes will release fossil
carbon, but biogenic wastes will not.

Direct Electric Drive?

The third possibility is that there will be sufficient advances in
electric drive and battery technology to make long-distance
electric trucking possible, using one of five possible recharging
possibilities: plug-in ultrafast charging, battery switching,
overhead charging through wires, dynamic in-motion charging
from the road below, or stationary inductive charging from
above.
Ultrafast charging for larger vehicles is already happening in
Geneva, Switzerland, where the multinational corporation ABB
is rolling out a 400kw 15-second flash-charge at bus-stops on
large capacity electric buses. In Britain, there’s a trial happening
in Milton Keynes, with buses driving a 24-kilometre route that
includes two 120kw stationary recharging strips. ABB feels
confident that the future of mobility is electric—but will it extend
to trucks?
Battery switching is another possibility, demonstrated by
THE FUTURE IS NOW, please turn to page 8
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Taking the plunge. Over 70 people got wet and cold at the Hornby Island Polar Bear Swim.

LETTERS from page 5

Trust And Trustees

Dear Editor:
In deputations and letters to Islands Trust over the past two
years, the Gulf Islands Alliance (GIA) has pressed Council to
amend its Policy Statement to embrace the Public Trust
Doctrine to help guide its work in preserving and protecting our
islands.
The doctrine, a legal principle, should oblige governments
as trustees to preserve in a healthy and sustainable way those
public resources, such as air and water, that are essential to life
now and for future generations.
The Gulf Islands, already a ‘trust’ managed by ‘trustees’, is
an ideal setting to become a model of a public trust in action.
GIA has been inspired by lawyer Mary Christina Wood whose
work and new book Nature’s Trust has helped to launch
numerous lawsuits, on behalf of children, against US states and
the federal government for failing to take necessary measures
needed to halt catastrophic climate change. She was interviewed
by
Bill
Moyers
on
PBS
last
week:
visit
billmoyers.com/episode/full-show-climate-crusade/.
Dave Steen, Thetis Island

our service providers. Uniserve had a contract via Telus to
provide that telephone line access to meet our dial-up needs.
Now, the line we have is somewhere on the Mainland and has
increased tenfold the difficulty and problems with our internet
and computer functioning.
It is true we are a small community. However, does that give
Telus the right to hold us to ransom? To treat us as though we
are of no, or little, importance in the grand scheme to their
‘bottom line’ profit margins?
Recently, we requested support from Telus management for
our request for an additional telephone line. That would at least
ease the burden of having to use the one Telus phone line we
have for both phone and computer. We requested that this be
done without a fee, to at least show some support and good will
since we cannot hope to have hi-speed upgrades on our road.
The reply I received, from the ‘Customer Care’ Manager in
Alberta, was: ‘So, you are asking for charity?’ That is a direct
quote. So much for Telus and their Customer Care. I could go
on to describe this manager’s ambivalence, cavalier and
downright rude manner, but really, that would be a waste of
your editorial space.
Given the fact that Telus does not consider hi-speed access
an essential service and also that they care little for the needs of
smaller rural communities, I am purposing a new corporate
motto for Telus Corporation, one that truly fits their service and
community support model: ‘Telus, It’s (Our) Business not Your
Needs’.
Steve Frankel, Thetis Island
Ed’s Note: See more about Telus’ service at the end of Saturna
Notes, page 11.

A Balanced Budget

Photo: Pat Godfrey

A brown bat taking shelter among the stacked wood.

Telus Service on Thetis

Dear Editor:
We have been requesting support from Telus for over eight
years to provide our road with hi-speed access. They have
refused to offer any support with this much needed service. This
is also the case for other areas on Vancouver Island, such as the
Cowichan Valley.
Here is what Telus has told us: ‘It would cost our corporation
approximately $100,000 to upgrade the lines on Pilkey Point
Road’. Imagine, a multi-billion dollar communication
corporation pleading ‘poverty’. There are at least 50 residences
on this end of our road. The majority have Telus phone
connections, but no hi-speed access.
The fact that there are numerous Telus phone customers on
this (main) road of our community has little impression on
Telus. We have requested intervention, and support, from all
levels of government; federal (CRTC), MPs, and MLAs—even
Cowichan Valley Regional District. No-one has yet been able to
hold Telus accountable for their incredible lack of support and
service, even though communication in this day and age should
be considered an essential service.
To add insult to our injury and lack of service, Telus cut off
access to their phone lines that have provided dial-up service to

Dear Editor:
Patrick Brown notes in ‘Balancing the budget with bribes’
(Island Tides, December 11) that a balanced federal budget may
not be good news if it is achieved by cutting vital programs and
bribing voters. But it is also bad news if it means 1.3 million
Canadians continue to suffer needless unemployment. Once the
private sector has made its spending decisions, the government
must either contain inflation by higher taxation if demand is too
high, or conversely inject more funds into the economy through
infrastructure spending and direct job creation if total demand
is too low, as is the case today.
Since we have a sovereign Canadian dollar, the government
is never constrained from spending whatever the economy
needs to achieve full employment with price stability at any
given time. The Bank of Canada can always create and lend
monies to the federal government at low interest rates just as it
did during WWII and through to the 1970s before neo-liberal
economic thought took over for the benefit of corporate and
financial elites. The federal government should never be
compared to a household which is unable to create its own
money.
A balanced budget with high unemployment is simply the
ideological choice of those who prefer a submissive labour force,
unwilling to fight for its proper share of productivity gains
through increased wages.
Larry Kazdan, Vancouver

FREE
SHIPPING
in Canada with
order over $70.

Trans Mountain Hearing Process
‘Fraudulent’

The following letter was sent to the National Energy Board.
Marc Eliesen is former CEO of BCHydro and former Chair of
Manitoba Hydro.

Dear Ms Young:
The Intervenor, Marc Eliesen, wishes to withdraw from the
National Energy Board hearing on the Trans Mountain
Expansion Project (TMEP). I applied as an intervenor with
expertise to offer the Board in good faith that my time and
personally incurred costs would be well spent in evaluating
Trans Mountain’s proposal, questioning the Proponent,
preparing evidence commensurate with my expertise,
answering questions on that evidence, and providing final
argument.
Unfortunately, I have come to the conclusion that the Board,
through its decisions, is engaged in a public deception.
Continued involvement with this process is a waste of time and
effort, and represents a disservice to the public interest because
it endorses a fraudulent process.
I have a professional background that includes over 40 years
of experience in senior executive positions in the energy sector
of Canada, and an understanding and working knowledge of
the mandate and operations of the National Energy Board,
including an appreciation of the principles of natural justice and
the rules and practices of quasi-judicial bodies in Canada. I have
reached my conclusions based on my wealth of experience.
I rigorously reviewed Trans Mountain’s application and
developed extensive questions in the first round of Information
Requests. I was dismayed when the oral cross-examination
phase—that has served as a critical part of all previous Section
52 oil pipeline hearings—was inexplicably removed from this
hearing. It is my experience that when a Proponent does not
face the spectre of oral cross-examination, their written
LETTERS, please turn to page 8

What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Monday, January 26

Quintessence, Presented by Gulf Island Concerts (Pender)—
Internationally renowned vocalists
Robyn Driedger-Klassen, Barb
Towell, Frederik Robert and Peter
Alexander, accompained by
sensational pianist Tina Chang •
School Auditorium • 7:30pm • Tickets available at Talisman and
Southridge or at the door • Info: 250.629.3360 • PENDER

Friday thru Sunday, February 20-22

Galiano Island Books presents the 6th Annual
Galiano Literary Festival—writing workshops,
readings and panel discussions with fiction,
nonfiction and poetry writers from all over BC and
beyond • Galiano Oceanfront Inn • Tickets & info:
www.galianoliteraryfestival.com, 250.539.3340,
lee@galianoliteraryfestival.com • GALIANO

Friday to Sunday, February 20-22

Food! A Retreat On Pender—led by The Rev Canon Dr Cathy
Campbell, (Stations of the Banquet, Faith
Foundations for Food Justice, and Food: as if
faith matters); before ordination, Cathy was on
faculty at the Universities of Toronto and
Cornell in food policy and nutrition • Fri, Feb 20:
recepetion and potluck, 5:30pm • St Peter’s
Anglican Church Hall, 4603 Canal Road• Info:
penderandsaturna.org • PENDER
Single-venue (50 words): $39.90 includes image
Multi-venue (70 words): $50.40 includes image
Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard, please

islandtides@islandtides.com or 250.216.2267

www.islandtides.com
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250-388-5788

info@colonialrailings.com

Join Our Team

Going home. Busy ferry dock on a winter’s evening on Mayne Island.

Community Health Workers
Casual Community Health Workers
needed to provide personal care for the
Southern Gulf Islands, particularly on
Mayne Island & Galiano Island.
Required Qualifications:
t)FBMUI$BSF"JEF3FTJEFOU$BSF"JEF
Certificate; or 1 year nursing education.
t3FHJTUSBUJPOXJUI#$$BSF"JEF3FHJTUSZ
XXXDBDIXSCDDB
t$SJNJOBMSFDPSEDIFDLDPOEVDUFEEVSJOH
hiring process.
t%SJWFST-JDFOTFBOESFMJBCMFDBSSFRVJSFE
and compensated.
We are especially interested in evening
BOEPSXFFLFOEBWBJMBCJMJUZ
Starting wage: $18.95/hr + 9.6% in
lieu of benefits
Please submit your resume, with
your hours of work availability to
hr@beaconcs.ca or:
Fax: 250-361-8720; Mail:
#FBDPO$PNNVOJUZ4FSWJDFT
2723 Quadra Street
7JDUPSJB #$75&

www.beaconcs.ca

MINI-ADS!

BE SEEN & DON’T
BUST THE BUDGET!
NEXT DEADLINE:
January 28
250.216.2267

ISLAND WATER TAXI

Connecting Sidney &
Southern Gulf Islands
BE SCHEDULE-FREE
BOOK YOUR GROUP TRIP
www.islandwatertaxi.ca

250-656-4826

Roasting Fancy Coffee

for mail orders since 1982

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com

1.888.296.8059

www.wintonhomes.ca

Winter special: Save 15% or more
Now until January 31st

www.islandtides.com

THE FUTURE IS NOW from page 6

Tesla to be quicker for a car than refueling at a gas
station. Might a future electric truck pull into a pitstop and switch to a new battery while the driver
relaxes over coffee?
Overhead cabling seems unlikely due to the long
rural distances that truckers need to drive in
addition to highway travel. In Sweden, Volvo is
developing a magnetic resonance system that
enables a truck to charge up as it drives along the
road, but widespread adoption would run into the
same problem as overhead cabling—the need for
universal, country-wide coverage. Trucks in BC need
to get to Prince Rupert and Fort St John, as well as
Hope and Nanaimo. Maybe engineers will design
an electric truck of the future that can recharge
through all three means: rapid ultra-charging, inroad charging and battery swap.

Which Will It Be?

Electric technology for long-distance trucking is the
least developed, but progress in battery technology
is happening far faster than progress in hydrogen or
biofuels. If you hear that Tesla’s Elon Musk is
investing in a trucking company, that might be a
smart time to invest.
Biofuel is a complex field with various fuel
pathways, some of which seem to be going nowhere
while others promise progress. Its big advantage is
that it can be used by the existing fleet; the downside
is the slow speed of progress.
Hydrogen for fuel-cell electric drive is a proven
technology, but it requires the large-scale
production of renewable electricity to make the
hydrogen, and an entire fleet of new hydrogen
trucks, such as the Tyrano, which California- based
Vision Motor Corp is making.
It will be one of the three—but trucking is a
transcontinental affair and BC could never get there
alone. There are a host of initiatives that a lively
government that was committed to the cause could
initiate or join. BC’s universities could push ahead
on the technology; the provincial government could
work with California, Oregon and Washington State
in the Pacific Coast Collaborative to make renewable
energy trucking a priority; we could host a major

LETTERS from page 7

responses to interrogatories suffer from a lack of
detail and accountability. Still, I was willing to see if
the results of the Information Request process the
Board promised would be sufficient.
The unwillingness of Trans Mountain to address
most of my questions and the Board’s almost
complete endorsement of Trans Mountain’s decision
has exposed this process as deceptive and
misleading. Proper and professional public interest
due diligence has been frustrated, leading me to the
conclusion that this Board has a predetermined
course of action to recommend approval of the
Project and a strong bias in favour of the Proponent.
In effect, this so-called public hearing process has
become a farce, and this Board a truly industry
captured regulator.
In addition to gutting the oral-cross examination
feature of a public hearing process that supports
proper questioning and an adequate level of due
diligence, there are other Board decisions that have
been made over the course of this hearing that reflect

conference on the future of trucking to identify the
problem and explore the solutions. It’s all better
than nothing, which is government’s current
approach.

Ferries, Boats, and Ocean
Shipping

The same basket of choices applies to water and air
transportation. Simon Fawkes of Blue Coral
Charters operates the Aerial Sea, a 42ft sailing
catamaran. In July 2014, they crossed the Strait of
Georgia on 2kw of solar electric power with a team
of students from York University’s Faculty of
Environmental Studies.
Another catamaran, the 115ft MS Tûranor
Planet Solar, with a massive 20kw solar system, has
been cruising the Mediterranean at a speed of
5knots as part of a world tour.
In Bristol, England, a 12-passenger 12kw
hydrogen fuel-celled boat cruises her local waters.
But what about BC Ferries, or the big container
ships? In Japan, the NYK Group is planning a
futuristic container ship: the Super Eco Ship 2030
will be powered by hydrogen fuel-cells, wind, and
up to 9MW of superconductive solar, and be packed
full of innovations.
To make the hydrogen, it will use liquefied
natural gas, since no-one has found a way to do
electrolysis at sea, which needs a constant flow of
renewable electricity. If there was a battery
breakthrough sufficient to carry a ship across the
ocean, it would not need hydrogen. One alternative
might be to use a biofuel as the source for the
hydrogen. As planned, the ship will achieve a 70%
fall in carbon emissions.
BC Ferries, meanwhile, has just ordered three
new ferries from Poland which will be designed to
run on natural gas as well as diesel. No progress
there. (See also article, page 3)
In 2012, the Dutch consultancy group EcoFys
studied the use of different biofuels for the European
Maritime Safety Agency. They looked at tankers and
container ships, ferries and cruise ships, and found
that it was technically possible, and that there was a
a predetermined outcome.
The evidence on the record shows that decisions
made by the Board at this hearing are dismissive of
Intervenors. They reflect a lack of respect for hearing
participants, a deep erosion of the standards and
practices of natural justice that previous Boards have
respected, and an undemocratic restriction of
participation by citizens, communities, professionals
and First Nations either by rejecting them outright
or failing to provide adequate funding to facilitate
meaningful participation.
The above is reflected in the following:
1. The Board elected not to request assistance
from the Intervenors in the formulation of issues
that would assist the Board in the conduct of the
proceedings at the commencement of this hearing.
This approach represents a double standard. Trans
Mountain requested and received an amendment to
the List of Issues in the earlier Part IV Toll
Application. Also, this ‘no more issues’ position is
completely a reversal of what took place in the
Northern Gateway Project hearing when the Board

Photo:Terry Allen

market. The barriers were regulatory and policyrelated.
Europe has a Renewable Fuels Directive, for
instance, which requires that 20% of all energy must
be renewable by 2020; but it needs to apply to ship
bunkering entities, as well as to energy suppliers. If
a future Canadian government gathered up the
political courage to bring in a similar directive, it
would have a very forceful effect on development.

Flying into a Green Future

So far, most bets for future green flying are on
biofuel, with many major airlines doing trials for
biofuel feedstocks such as cellulosic crops, algae,
camelina, jatropha, municipal solid waste, and
halophytes, which can live on saltwater irrigation in
a desert environment. CNN reports that ‘since
aviation biofuel was approved for use in 2011, more
than 1,500 commercial flights have been powered
by a blend of traditional fuel and biofuels,’ and there
have also been 100% biofuel flights. The Sustainable
Aviation Biofuels Users Group lists a lot of famous
aviation names—but is the commitment really
there?
In summary, this is not an easy game. But nor
were electric vehicles, ten years ago. I am totally
confident that the change will happen. There are at
least 193 truck manufacturers in the world,
including two in Canada: Hino, whose Woodstock
assembly plant makes Japanese trucks; and Paccar,
based in St-Therese, Quebec, which makes
Kenworth, Peterbilt and DAF trucks.
When it comes to alternative fuels, Paccar looks
to biodiesel and natural gas, and Hino has
developed a diesel-electric hybrid truck which leads
the world. Will Hino/Toyota produce the
breakthrough all-electric or all-hydrogen heavyduty truck? Or will biofuels prevail? Only time will
tell.
Ed’s Note: On January 10, Guy Dauncey was a
presenter at Gulf Islands Secondary School’s ‘Flip
The Swich’ celebration for its communitysupported, retrofitted photovoltaic gym roof. 0

actively solicited assistance from Intervenors in the
determination of issues to be included in the scope
of the review. The Gateway Panel also included three
sets of Information Requests (two on initial evidence
and one on reply evidence) and an oral crossexamination of the evidence.
2. Given the highly technical nature and
voluminous size of the TMEP application, requests
from numerous participants, including municipal
governments, environmental organizations, and
First Nations were made asking the Board to provide
significant additional time to prepare Information
Requests. The Board basically rejected these
requests.
3. The Board has been alerted to numerous
instances where Trans Mountain studies by its
employees and commissioned consultants lack basic
professional standards of disclosure, source
verification, references, data, assumptions and
methodology. It is shocking that in a process such as
this, where due diligence is required on a major
LETTERS, please turn to page 9

KEENAN NICODEMUS 1993 - 2014

Keenan was a lifeforce with a megawatt smile sourced from
reality, from way deep inside. He was the life of the party; he
didn’t dominate the conversation or tell the best stories, he
wasn’t especially witty—he was the happiest. Whatever was
happening was just better when he was there. He was
extraordinary; no-one could resent him because all were
included and accepted. We all got the same regard, young, old,
financially rich, financially poor, relation, or friend. Actually,
the word love is the word I hear the most when people speak
about what Keenan meant to them. ‘That guy was easy to love,’
said Jason Key.
His laughter rang out. He didn’t laugh because it was a
persona he had adopted for acceptance. He kicked it up a
notch. ‘No doubt!’ ‘Crazy, Man!’ ‘That’s ridiculous!’ We all
glowed.
Keenan flowed with the exuberance of life and the confusion
of life. As importantly, what made engaging with Keenan so
vital was his honesty. He readily revealed his confusions and
did not have to get it ‘right’ in life’s situations. The genuineness
of being with him was so compelling you were alive to life—
nothing had to be hidden—you could laugh.
‘How are you?’ His eyes looked into you, he cared and he
listened. He was present, genuine, intelligent and he enjoyed
people. He asked lots of questions in a conversation, he wanted
to know. A conversation with Keenan was an adventure. You
smiled at the end—you were better for it.
He was absolutely himself and at the same time a
touchstone for the youth of us all—the worthy present and the
promise of only more to come. Love came easily to him and his
capacity to love was great. Keenan didn’t shy away from the
hard parts in his life. He spoke about them easily as soon as he
found the words to describe the feelings. He worked to live
more of his life free from painful confusion.
I first saw him dragging along East Point Road with his
sister in a stroller and his older brother, Sheldon, walking up
to the General Store with his mom to visit his Aunty Chris, the
General Store manager. Stringy, all arms and legs, black hair,
violet-blue eyes and energy. Aunty was his go-to person—they
were two of a kind. The family stayed a year on Saturna, then
went back north.
Next he arrived on Saturna at 14 or so, living with his Aunt
and Uncle to go the Saturna Ecological Education Centre. He
arrived with 100 hours of community service to do and on
probation.
He was cool. He was from Chetwynd, way up north, with
long black hair that needed a lot of head-flipping, a touque
and— incongruent to the cool, stylish persona—a big smile and
warm nature. He worked the hours with Graeme Bregani in
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capital project, that the Board has not held Trans Mountain to
a minimum professional standard of accountability and
transparency. This is especially reflected in the Board’s own
written Information Requests to the Proponent on the alleged
economic benefit materials put forward. The Board’s veneer
examination of the Proponent’s case is reflective of a decision
not to dig too deeply for fear the economic case may crumble,
or a lack of economic, financial and business acumen on behalf
of the Board to know where and how to dig. The Board’s
Information Requests related to Trans Mountain’s economic
case are tantamount to a sweetheart written cross. And when
basic business questions from Intervenors are asked to test the
evidence at a higher level of scrutiny, Trans Mountain refuses
to answer them.
4. The Board, in an unprecedented fashion, has rejected the
previously established practice in Section 52 public hearings on
oil pipelines to provide for oral cross-examination on the
evidence submitted at the hearing. The Board maintains that
two rounds of written information requests is sufficient to test
the evidence. Even the Government of Canada’s Department of
Justice (DOJ) has informed the Board that evidence given
without cross-examination should be rejected. The DOJ stated
‘Canada’s position is that cross-examination is necessary to
ensure a proper evidentiary record...’ Furthermore, ‘crossexamination serves a vital role in testing the value of testimonial
evidence. It assists in the determination of credibility, assigning
weight and overall assessment of the evidentiary record. It has
been termed ‘the greatest legal invention ever invented for the
discovery of truth’... without cross-examination the Board will
be reviewing only untested evidence.’
5. With the absence of oral cross-examination of Trans
Mountain executives and their experts, the only process now
available to understand and test the application is through
written Information Requests. The National Energy Board
Rules of Practice and Procedure provides the NEB with the
power to direct a party ‘to provide full and adequate’ responses
to Information Requests, without which the hearing process
cannot be meaningful and cannot meet the requirements of
procedural fairness and natural justice.
For most Intervenors submitting Information Request No
1, Trans Mountain has failed to respond and address the actual
core elements of the question. They have either provided nonresponses, general statements, or referred back to the
inadequate information in the original application that gave rise

Recycling. He was not pleased and had
plenty of kick back and many conversations
with his Aunt. Eventually success; they went
to Nanaimo, list in hand, signed by Aunty
Chris and Graeme to verify each of the 100
hours worked to discharge his obligation.
At the Ecological Education School, each
highschool student mentored an
elementary school student. Izaak Gaines
was Keenan’s student. Principal, Steve
Dunsmuir, reported that Keenan was
surprised that he was responsible for
another and he rose to the occasion. Another surprise was
dishes; learning from his Aunt to pull his weight at home and
that it was good to be active in the family circle of love and
caring. He caught on fast.
He arrived on Saturna Island for good at 19. He had spent
that summer working as a carny—set up, run one of the rides,
pull down—for the amusement shows that accompany the
summer and fall agricultural fairs up north.
The younger persona had been left behind in Chetwynd;
Keenan, thriving and growing, had arrived to make Saturna
his home for the time being.
These last three years have been rich. Keenan was a doing
person. A million firsts and many ‘better than the times before’.
He hit his first homerun for the Saturna Oystercatchers. He
had his first boat. Music was a strong love of his—he had
several guitars, he listened to all kinds of music, and he loved
good lyrics and singing with his Aunt. He was to go for his red
seal in cooking at Camosun starting in April. Money was a part
of his life but money, social standing, and food did not have a
hold on him. He was generous with what he had.
He worked everywhere on Saturna; the Café, the Pub, the
Lodge for steady employment and filling in with all sorts of
work done alone and alongside islanders. He did well
everywhere—quick to learn skills, quick to learn how to relate
to people in many different situations. Each of us employers
know that we got his best—with each year getting more sure of
himself, collecting skills continually, able to take on more
responsibility and challenge, valuing competency and tools.
Keenan had a sense of community and family. He loved his
northern family—worried about his brother, reached out to his
mother. Down south with us, he split wood for his cousins,
made sure they and his Aunt were supplied, cooked with his
Aunt, was a part of regular family dinners, and loved his nieces.
He would be up at the store to check in with his Aunty, a big
hug, ‘I love you, Aunty!’, and off for further adventures. He
walked everywhere, with the energy and exuberance of youth.

to the question in the first place. In many instances Trans
Mountain has assumed the regulator’s role, declaring that the
question asked is outside the List of Issues established by the
NEB.
Given the Board’s lack of objectivity it is not surprising that
out of the approximately 2000 questions not answered by Trans
Mountain that Intervenors called on the Board to compel
answers, only 5 per cent were allowed by the Board and 95 per
cent were rejected.
The Board had stated that the elimination of crossexamination of the Proponent’s evidence can be evaluated
through the two scheduled Information Requests. But we have
a Kafkaesque outcome. Trans Mountain refuses to answer
questions and the Board does not compel them to do so.
6. The Province of British Columbia stated that ‘Trans
Mountain’s failure to file the evidence requested by the Province
in Information Request No 1 denies the Board, the Province and
other Intervenors access to the information required to fully
understand the risk posed by the Project, how Trans Mountain
proposes to mitigate such risk and Trans Mountain’s ability to
effectively respond to a spill related to the Project.’
The Province of British Columbia has the responsibility for
undertaking due diligence on behalf of the public trust of British
Columbians. The 80 questions Trans Mountain refused to
answer—which the Province believed important enough to ask
the Board for assistance and compel Trans Mountain to
answer—were denied by the Board.
The Board has sided with Trans Mountain, dismissing the
Province of BC’s need for answers in pursuit of its duty to British
Columbians. The NEB’s bias in support of the Proponent is
reflecting poorly on the Province of BC in that it is unable to
obtain necessary answers to conduct its due diligence.
Accordingly, it raises the question as how it is possible for the
Province of BC to continue to participate in this hearing process.
The Province should cancel the Equivalency Agreement with
the NEB on this project and undertake its own environmental
assessment as the only meaningful way in which it will be able
to effectively obtain the answers it seeks.
The National Energy Board is not fulfilling its obligation to
review the Trans Mountain Expansion Project objectively.
Accordingly it is not only British Columbians, but all Canadians,
that cannot look to the Board’s conclusions as relevant as to
whether or not this project deserves a social license. Continued
involvement in the process endorses this sham and is not in the
public interest.
Marc Eliesen 0
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Sailboats were his latest love. He and his
friend AJ lived on two boats at the
government dock with great pride in his
independence. On Saturna, lots of people sail
and the youngsters were deep into exploring
the world and lore of boats.
On December 12 lots of people were at
the pub and around the dock at about 11pm.
Each of them, I am sure, has examined that
scenario a thousand times. The night was
calm, the moon was up, the solstice tides
would have been boiling through the
channel by Horton Bay. The sea was full of
debris from the ferocious wind storm which
two days before had blown one of the lads’ boats off the
government dock to Saint Johns Point, Mayne Island. Keenan
and AJ decided to row over and get the little double-ender
sailboat.
The rowboat capsized. Keenan had on big gumboots, he was
sitting on his life jacket, and, northern boy, he could dog
paddle. AJ made it to Mayne Island.
Saturna held its breath. Days were spent looking with all
the rescue agencies while the helicopter droned overhead. We
prayed he would have crawled out somewhere and be waiting
for us.
His body was found by a volunteer group with a new
sighting technology and the RCMP and victim services were
capable and kind to his family.
It is so easy to be angry; why did he go off at night, why did
the boat flip, why didn’t he swim in the same direction as AJ,
why is the sea so cold and uncompromising, why didn’t I say…?
Can we not rerun this, learn the lesson and do it differently,
have Keenan back, and escape the bleak intensity of absolute,
irreplaceable loss? Life is unpredictable; there is no fair.
Monday Keenan was to work with Hubertus, the chef, to do
the Volunteer Firefighter’s Christmas Dinner. Tuesday he had
volunteered to work the dish-pit for the Candlelight Dinner,
Wednesday to work with Shawn Fitzgerald to do the Lion’s
Christmas Dinner. Lots more plans had probably been made.
The island pulled together to have events.
Saturna life was vibrant and fun with Keenan in it. That
Keenan could express and live love so large is what I keep
coming back to—the importance of love. His smile, his
laughter, his choice to live in love. We are indelibly marked by
his life.
Keenan’s Celebration of Life will be held on January 24 at
the Saturna Community Hall. Condolences to Chris and Terry
Danyliw, daughters Jennifer and Alexia and their families on
their loss of their beloved nephew and cousin, Keenan
Nicodemus, on December 13.
—Priscilla Ewbank

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…

We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.
Open daily 9am to 6pm

250.539.2936

SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND

SHORELINE
DESIGN

• Specializing in water

access over steep

& rugged
terrain

• Fully insured

• Excellent
references

Peter Christenson • 250-858-9575
www.shorelinedesign.ca

Your Total
Water Solution
Gulf Islands Water Treatment
e
~ Rainwater Harvesting
~ Water treatment for wells,
surface supplies & seawater
~ Filtration & Disinfection
~ Slow sand filtration
~ Small systems Health
Authority approvals
Bacteria, Arsenic, Turbidity, Tannins-TOC, Hardnesss, much more!

www.watertigerr.net
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ViServing
ctoria The Gulf
BuIslands
rnaby & BC since
Cou
o rte
nay
(25info@watertiger.net
0) 412-1110
(604) 630-111TF:
4 1-855-777-1220
(250)
0 339-6914
www.islandtides.com
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Public Notice:
PROPOSED ROGERS TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITY
34 meter SELF-SUPPORT STRUCTURE (W3509)
Rogers would like to notify area residents of a proposal to
replace an existing 29-meter telecommunications tower with
a new 34-meter telecommunications facility at the same
location on Galiano Island.
PROPOSED STRUCTURE: 34-metre self-support structure
with wireless telecommunications antennas.
LOCATION OF PROPOSED STRUCTURE: The proposed site
will be located off Montague Road on the parcel legally
described as LOT 1 DISTRICT LOT 2, GALIANO ISLAND
COWICHAN DISTRICT PLAN VIP63916 (PID 023-531-975)
Address: 1228 Montague Road, Galiano Island, B.C.
ANY PERSON may provide comments to the individuals
th
listed below with respect to this matter by February 16 ,
2015.
ROGERS CONTACT: Further information can be obtained by
contacting:
Rogers Communications Inc. c/o Altus Group
Leifka Vissers, Municipal Relations Specialist
1040 West Georgia St, Suite 630 Vancouver, BC V6E 4H1
Phone: (778) 329-9292 / Fax: (604) 683-5594
Email: comments.agi@altusgroup.com

1228 Montague
Road
Location of existing
and of proposed tower

Existing Access Road
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The Tide Has Turned - Doug Carrick

he struggle to stop the onslaught of climate
change sometimes looks like a hopeless
cause. But things are looking up. More and
more institutions are joining the cause. The tide has
turned.
Scientists were first to recognize the dangers of
climate change, but were alone for many years.
Now they are supported by an ever-increasing
number of organizations.
Today, all of the main churches in Canada have
joined the cause—and also, churches around the
world. Pope Francis stated, ‘Let us be protectors of
creation … protectors of one another and of the
environment.’ The Dalai Lama declared, ‘The
international community should focus on climate
change.’ And the Reverend Desmond Tutu
observed, ‘We have fought Apartheid. Now climate
change is our global enemy.’
Likewise, the union movement is now joining
the struggle. In earlier years, unions tended to put
jobs ahead of the environment on which they
depend. On Labour Day of 2013, the two largest
unions (CAW & CEP) amalgamated into Unifor.
They now believe, ‘Employment will be
enhanced by taking advantage of investments in
sustainability, green energy, and transit.’ Both the
Canadian Labour Congress and the BC Federation
of Labour agree on this and now provide courses on
climate change for their members.
Municipalities are now getting involved. 180 out
of 188 BC municipalities have signed the ‘BC
Climate Action Charter’ to create more energy
efficient communities.
Some municipalities feel directly challenged.
Mayor Corrigan of Burnaby resents a giant
American pipeline corporation over-riding local
bylaws. Other municipalities such as Squamish and
Kitimat feel the same.
And how about the banks? The chief economist
of the World Bank estimates the impacts of climate
change could cost the world economy $7 trillion. It
is now leading an initiative with 73 national
governments and 1,000 businesses to encourage a

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Jack and Gwen
Albhouse have applied to
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Region
for a Specific Permission –
Residential Private Moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
land located at Ganges
Harbour.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1414187.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations at
142–2080
Labieux
Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed
to:
Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until March 16th,
2015. MFLNRO may not be
able to consider comments
received after this date.
Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applicati
onPosting/index.jsp for more
information.
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations regional
oﬃce in Nanaimo.
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global price on carbon emissions (carbon tax). Mark
Carney, former governor of the Bank of Canada and
now governor of the Bank of England, warns, ‘The
vast majority of reserves (coal, oil, and gas) must be
left in the ground.’
And related to business, the giant accounting
firm PricewaterhouseCoopers is now warning its
clients ‘of severe consequences from climate
change,’ stating ‘countries aren’t doing enough to
counter global warming.’
Finally, the influence of ‘ethical investment’ is
increasing rapidly. Many institutions now consider
fossil fuels to be ‘unethical investments’. The
Rockefeller family has initiated a worldwide
campaign to divest from fossil fuels and invest in
green energy. To date they have received pledges of
$50 billion in this direction. All this illustrates how
rapidly the world is changing—the Rockefellers
originally made their money in oil.
The threat of climate change has brought diverse
interests to a common cause. Scientists, religious
leaders, unions, municipalities, banks, investment
firms, and accounting firms all on-side.
And best of all, recent events have enabled us to
appreciate, as never before, the wisdom of the First
Nations people, whose lives are so close to the
environment. We now know that all our lives are
related to the environment. The tide has turned.

How Is Canada Doing?

The Washington based Center for Global
Development studied the 27 wealthiest countries in
relation to the environment. Canada came 27th.
Another report from Europe ranks Canada 55th
of 58 countries in terms of tackling greenhouse
emissions—ahead of only Iran, Kazakhstan and
Saudi Arabia.
The UN Climate Summit was held in New York
in September of this year. Prime Minister Harper
was in New York but didn’t attend. However Leona
Aglukkaq was there representing Canada, and read
out a prepared text, ‘We are taking decisive action
to ensure Canada remains a leader and contributes
its part to this global cause.’ 0

breakthroughs in BC. ‘There’s going to be a
green tidal wave coming from Vancouver
Island in 2015’, she said.
‘In 2011 we made history by electing the
first Green MP with the highest voter turn-out
in Canada. In 2015 we’re going to save Canada
by electing more Green MPs.’
Meanwhile, in a recent Hill Times survey,
May, MP for Saanich-Gulf Islands, has been
named the Third Most Valuable Politician in

the House of Commons. ‘Being selected after
the other two Opposition Leaders in a highly
polarized Parliament suggests that even the
Leader of a very small opposition party plays a
valuable role in our Westminster Parliamentary
Democracy,’ said Ms May. Survey respondents
praised her non-partisan approach to
legislation as well as her profound
understanding and respect for Parliamentary
procedure. 0

the business case on which the decision to
employ a P3 was based.
P3s are justified through comparing P3 costs
with a conventional government planning and
contract management process. The audit
recommends that this comparison should utilize
the most economic government process for this
comparison.
Ironically, PBC might be seen as competing
with services that could be provided by the
private sector, and the Ministryof finanace
should identify what PBC services could in fact
be provided by the private sector.
It was suggested that PBC could work for local
governments, provided that its services were

directly requested ‘on a government to
government basis’. For more senior governments
and foreign jurisdictions, PBC could propose or
bid on projects, provided a positive return resulted.
It appeared that groups of smaller contracts
were sometimes ‘bundled’ to meet the $50 million
minimum. This should be discontinued, since it
prevented smaller contractors from bidding on
smaller contracts.
Finally, the audit found that a high proportion
of contract files were incomplete.
The audit of this Crown corporation owned by
the Ministry of Finance was carried out by the
Internal Audit Department of the Ministry of
Finance for the Ministry of Finance. 0
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been processed out: far better to eat real food.
Next year’s seed catalogues are out now for
those with a wish list of high quality seed. I still
recommend local suppliers and seed markets
first because they taste better and local heritage
varieties tend to grow better here than those
from eastern climates and soils. West Coast
Seeds has a fine comprehensive list of herbs,
vegetables, and some flowers. They also provide
short guides to growing specific plants for those
wishing to try something new.
The one caveat I have with many gardening
books and catalogues is the overly optimistic
impression they give for growing time and yield.
Under perfect conditions you too can pick fresh
beans in 50 days, but don’t be surprised if you
have to wait till 70 days before your half-sized
bounty is table-ready.
Speaking of gardens, winter is the time to
plant fruit trees and bushes; April is too late
unless you are prepared to water them
frequently in the dry season. Over the last few
years I have extended the variety of my

maturing orchard of apples and plums with a
black mulberry, a loquat, a pinenut tree, and a
persimmon.
Persimmons are indigenous to North
America but the sweet Fuyu variety that can be
eaten like an apple comes from Japan. A
Japanese joke has it that you plant apples for
yourself, pears for your children, and persimmon
for your grandchildren—well almost. They take
8-10 years to mature before fruiting. Pinenuts,
too, take about that long and grow well in front
of a south-facing forest. Their long blue/grey
needles are very decorative.
Back on the food fashion topic, if you are
looking to make an impression at your next
potluck party, buy a box of Chaco Cricket Bars
made by Chapul. As the name implies, they are
made from insects, dried fruit, nuts and honey—
put one of those little toothpick signs on the plate.
I have no idea what they taste like, but they are
great conversation starters and you will be
ahead of the Salish scene in food fashion. 0
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Saturna Notes

- Priscilla Ewbank

ooray! All of the frivolity and festivities are over, the sun
is on the increase, the days are longer—the new year
has begun. Snowdrops are almost blooming. Baby
goats are just being born, hens are getting broody, the eagles
are coming home and the light and sun are marvelous and
restorative on the south-facing bluffs when the sun shines.

70th Wedding Anniversary

Jim and Lorraine Campbell celebrated their 70th Wedding
Anniversary on December 29. Their children, grandchildren,
great grandchildren and many friends went to Salt
Spring for a celebratory lunch.
In December of 1944, on a one-month leave
from his wartime Naval service in Halifax, Jim
proposed to Lorraine on the way home from the
train station in Vancouver. The engagement was
announced on Christmas Day and the Wedding
Day set for the 29th. In wartime haste, the
wedding went off wonderfully with about 100
people attending. Jim and Lorraine had both got
their degrees at UBC (Agriculture and Science).
Reaching a 70th wedding anniversary is an
achievement. Maybe climbing over Warburton
Pike regularly to get to the east side of Saturna—
when they didn’t motor yacht Anne Elizabeth around to the
government dock—aided their longevity, as did their busy days
raising a family and running the family farm.
After growing up mainly in Vancouver, Lorraine and Jim
have spent their lives on Saturna Island raising children, sheep,
cows and food on the Campbell Farm. Making hay wagons,
barges for hauling in hay, running sawmills, splitting fence-rails,
slaughtering and cutting and wrapping meat, burning wildrose
and hawthorn bushes, ditching, spinning wool and knitting,
caring for animals from border collies to wild pet goats, canning,
bookkeeping, hauling out boats and making repairs, pruning,
baking bread, milking cows, making butter, plowing, haying,
and monkeying around with diesel generators and tractors have
all been a part of their lives.
Another part has been their active social life from welcoming
paying guests to their cabins and cookhouse at Saturna Beach,
to inviting in the rest of us for tea or lunch or dinner or to walk
on their gorgeous farm. Conversation was lively—politics,
marine biology with all the visiting university students and
middle school kids, island history, and words. It was a lot of fun
to visit—lots was always happening!
Lorraine and Jim led active lives in the Saturna community
and in the community at large. Lorraine was a school trustee
for School District Nº64, served on the Lady Minto Board for

years and held many positions in the Gulf Island’s Historical
Association, Saturna Women’s Service Club, Saturna
Community Club, Bridge, and the School Parent’s Group, as
well as chairing the Island Trust Advisory Planning Committee.
She taught science at our elementary school for years.
Jim has always been and still is interested in politics and the
Liberal party as it was, and Elizabeth May right now. He has a
firm desire to see proportional representation replace first-pastthe-post.
Local politics, especially the Island Trust with its
mandate of preserve and protect, have been a
longtime interest. He has served as School Board
Chair and also Capital Regional Director for
Electoral Area F.
The first decades of the Saturna Lamb BBQ were
held at the farm at Saturna Beach. Jim and Lorraine
worked hard with many members of the community
to make this community fundraising event
successful and it continues today, as does the farm.
Rural and agricultural endeavours have always been
important to the couple. They both were pleased to
sell a significant portion of the farm to Gulf Islands
National Park Reserve, expressing that this was a
good use of their land.
‘Congratulations!’ I say to two vibrant, capable, educated
people who chose each other and forged for themselves a
marriage and an uncommon life together that has benefitted
themselves, their children, our island, and our region at large.
Lorraine is currently at Lady Minto and Jim divides his time
between being with Lorraine and being on the farm.

Telus Problems

Vestigial to the old year were some big trees that were leaning
on hydro and phone lines and causing problems over by Winter
Cove. Telus was its usual ornery self when it comes to the office
suits getting those willing workers on the island to get the
system up and running. Most of us are wising-up to getting the
first Telus person who answers the call to put you through right
away to a department in Montreal called ‘Escalation’.
Last year, when we were assured that we would have
someone in to fix the General Store line in eleven weeks, I asked
the person assigned to me what ‘Escalation’ meant. Apparently
you get passed on to Escalation when the customer service
person has failed to mollify you by saying ‘we are so sorry’ and
‘we understand your problem’ and ‘the repair person will be out
tomorrow’ and you are beginning to sound really provoked.
Lorna Quinn wasn’t even satisfied by the Escalation
department after she learned that the situation she wanted

Climate Negotiations: A Long Road From
Lima to Paris - Elizabeth May

O

n Sunday, December 14, at 3:30am, the 20th
Conference of the Parties (COP20) in Lima, Peru
limped across the finish line. The deadline for the
acceptance of the treaty that failed in Copenhagen will be next
year at COP21 in Paris. Lima was supposed to create an
ambitious agenda propelling the last phase of negotiations
forward. The Peoples Climate March and UN Climate Leaders
Summit were all about injecting momentum into Lima. Still,
COP20 fell far short of what is needed.
The Peruvian Environment Minister Manuel Pulgar-Vidal
had chaired the Lima COP, attempting innovative approaches.
In a dramatic departure from UN culture, he actually chaired,
expecting negotiators to show up on time and conclude their
work to deadline. The ‘official’ adjournment had been
scheduled for Friday afternoon, December 12.
Pulgar-Vidal tried to maintain on-going consultations in
various backrooms. He adjourned sessions at reasonable hours
to allow delegates to be well-rested. But the sub-group
negotiating the key text (the so-called ADP group—Ad Hoc
Working Group on the Durban Platform) held protracted
sessions which amounted to collecting comments more than
shifting positions.
Pulgar-Vidal tried to find the right balance through his
consultations and a re-write. When his text was presented
Friday it was met with massive unhappiness from developing
countries. For the next 36 hours the COP teetered on the brink
of falling apart.
The draft decision failed to reinforce fundamental principles
of UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
within which the COPs take place. The text omitted key issues
of vital concern to developing countries, particularly the poorest
and most vulnerable. They insisted that any text make it clear
that the poor and the rich cannot be treated exactly the same
way. Even issues like reporting requirements place an unfair
burden on smaller countries with weak capacity if those
countries are not offered some assistance.
On the other hand, the promises from industrialized
countries were watered down. In the last COP19, in Warsaw,
nations agreed that pledges would be tabled well ahead of the
deadline negotiation in Paris, COP21. No one wanted a
repetition of Copenhagen with last minute, non-binding
political targets.
COP17 in Copenhagen was a train wreck of an event. It
sowed deep seeds of distrust when President Barack Obama
took a handful of big industrialized countries, plus China, into

a hotel room—outside the integrity and transparency of the UN
process—and cooked up the bogus ‘Copenhagen Accord’. It was
accompanied with a blatant attempt to bribe the developing
world into not protesting rising seas and droughts by providing
a new Green Climate Fund, to ramp up to $100 billion/year by
2020. Long after world leaders had jetted home, the
Copenhagen targets were analyzed and shown to have no
chance, even if fully implemented, of shooting past the
agreement’s goal of avoiding 2ºC global average temperature
increase.
The Warsaw commitment at COP19 to table pledges (in UNlanguage ‘intended nationally determined contributions’ or
INDCs) within the first quarter of 2015 emerged from Lima as:
…Reiterates its invitation to all Parties to communicate
their intended nationally determined contributions well
in advance of the twenty-first session of the Conference
of the Parties (by the first quarter of 2015 by those
parties ready to do so)….
Clearly the bolded wording above creates wiggle room for
foot-draggers like Canada to delay. With Canada having no
hope of coming near its Copenhagen pledge of reducing 17%
below 2005 levels by 2020, the tabling of what we will do by
2025 and 2030 is an open question. The success of this
December’s Paris treaty depends on having far more ambitious
pledges and that those cuts be achieved.
The tensions created by Copenhagen are still with us. At
COP20, industrialized countries wanted the developing world
to be happy with texts that leave out such annoying promises,
while giving the developed world a weak set of self-selected
targets of dubious enforceability. The Lima negotiation’s
overtime hours only slightly improved a weak decision.
References to assistance to developing countries and a call for
more action for industrialized countries were mere sops to the
chorus of complaints.
Before this year’s COP in Paris, Canada’s elections will likely
deliver a new Prime Minister with a Parliament with a greener
hue. It is my hope and, in fact, my commitment, that the new
Parliament, post-2015 election, will place Canada in the lead.
We can be the country that saves the Paris talks. We know how
to do this. Canadian negotiators, given proper instructions to
negotiate the clear, aggressive and equitable climate treaty the
world needs, can do it. Between now and December 2015, we
have to hold all parties and politicians to account and insist that
climate be a key issue in the upcoming election. 0
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Still here. Anna’s hummingbird braves the winter.

resolved on December 13 was scheduled for a look-at for
January 30—‘Christmas is coming and the Telus office is closed
over New Years until January 5’. So Lorna called Chris
McLaren, assistant to Saanich North and The Islands’ MLA,
which got her a phone call the next day!
To date, both the BCHydro line and the telephone line are
up and running. Mark Timmings—way out on East Point—still
doesn’t have his phone operating, but it has only been 6 weeks
for him. 0

Officials elected

At its December 5 Trust Council meeting, the Islands Trust
Council greeted some newly elected trustees, who were duly
sworn in to the preserve and protect mandate. Council went on
to elected a chair and three vice-chairs to form the Islands Trust
Executive Committee for the 2014-2018 term. Council also
elected two representatives to sit on the Trust Fund Board.
New chair of the Islands Trust Council is long-time trustee
Peter Luckham from the Thetis Island Local Trust Area. The
three vice-chairs completing Trust Executive are: Trustee Laura
Busheikin, Denman Island, Trustee George Grams, Salt Spring
Island, and Trustee Susan Morrison, Lasqueti Island.
The Islands Trust Council also elected Trustee Kate-Louise
Stamford of the Gambier Island Local Trust Area and Trustee
Tony Law of the Hornby Island Local Trust Area to serve on
the Trust Fund Board. Executive Committee then elected
Trustee Morrison as its representative to the Trust Fund Board.

Islander Elected Vice-chair of CRD

On December 10, Oak Bay Mayor Nils Jensen was elected as
the 2015 CRD Board Chair and Dave Howe, Southern Gulf
Islands Electoral Area Director, was elected as the 2015 CRD
Board Vice-Chair. Director Howe was first elected to the CRD
Board in 2012. 0

BUY | RAISE | MOVE | LEVEL

BUY RECYCLED HOMES
RAISE Increase Square Footage
MOVE Subdivide Your Lot!
LEVEL Repair Foundation Issues

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-320-2268

• harvesting systems
• design • installation
• service
VISIT OUR WEBSITE!

BOB BURGESS

250-246-2155

bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com

Experience Counts!

WELL WATER
IS YOUR

SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.
www.islandtides.com
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ROUND THE ISLANDS
Gabriola Elder Gets New Wheels
~Laurie MacBride

On a foggy January morning, 94-year old Ted Wilson—an avid
cyclist, painter and long-time Gabriolan—took possession of
some hot new wheels to get him around on the Island.
Ted’s new vehicle is an ELF: an electric-assist tricycle from
Organic Transit in North Carolina. It’s one of fewer than a dozen
such vehicles in BC (and the first ELF that we’re aware of on the
Gulf Islands).
In addition to its pedal power, the ELF has an electric motor,
powered by a battery that is charged by a 100-watt solar panel
(on the roof) or by plugging in to household power.
The distinctive trike resembles a car, with its pod-like body
to keep off the rain, a trunk that can carry up to 150 pounds of
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groceries or other cargo, brake lights, turn signals, rearview
mirrors and numerous other safety devices.

RTI cont.

A bird's-eye view of Mary the spotter and Carol the recorder. Christmas bird counters were out and about again
this season. This year some lucky counters saw the new-born Orca whale as well as many bird species.

GISS Solar Installation
Completed

Gulf Island Secondary School’s solar array is
now complete and connected to the electrical
grid. The ‘Flick the Switch’ celebration was
held on January 10, right on schedule despite
installation challenges due to late fall weather:
frost, damp, high wind, and rain.
A total of 84 panels have been installed,
making the array the largest school solar
photovoltaic system in BC. It was funded by
hundreds of donations, both large and small,
with a $20,000 boost from green energy
supplier Bull Frog Power.

Marine Environment Award
~Herb Katz

The Pender Island Squadron of the Canadian
Power and Sail Squadron (over 75 squadrons
across Canada) is pleased to announce that its
Environment Officer, Sara Steil, was recently
awarded the prestigious National Natural
Marine Environment Award for her work in
marine ecology education. Sara is well known
on Pender for her dedication to environmental
causes and her hard work keeping our Salish
Sea clean.
In acknowledging the award, Sara said
‘These efforts can only be accomplished with
all boaters and squadron members working
together. I thank all Pender Island Squadron
members for their assistance in reaching our
marine environment goals.
‘I will accept the award on behalf of us all.
With your continued support we will move
forward: to improve marine water quality
through anti-polluting initiatives such as
pump-out facilities, removal of derelict vessels
from waterways, and through encouraging a
marine conservation area in the Salish Sea,
working toward better understanding of
stewardship, through improving the
cleanliness of beaches to preserve forage fish
habitat so marine wildlife will flourish again.’

‘Better At Home’ Pilot on
Pender Island

The ‘Better at Home’ program has chosen five
communities—Nakusp, Invermere, the
Villages of Fraser Lake and Valemount, and
Pender Island—to help them understand how
best to deliver services to seniors living in rural
and remote communities in BC. Better at
Home provides non-medical support services
to seniors in BC, helping them live longer in
their own homes while remaining connected
to their community.
The program is funded by the Province and
managed by United Way.

Election Fraud Documentary

Peter Smoczynski is coming to Victoria on
January 28 to preview and raise funds for his
new, in-progress documentary film. The
movie, ‘Election Day in Canada: When Voter
Suppression Comes Calling’, studies the risk
of voter suppression in Canada, from the 2011
Federal Election to the present day. A preview
and talk will also take place at Salt Spring’s
library on Saturday, January 31,
10:30am–noon.

Petition Against Seaweed
Harvesting In Deep Bay

An Avaaz online petition against seaweed
harvesting on the beaches of Deep Bay and
Bowser is aiming to collect 1,000 signatures.
Residents of Deep Bay/Bowser are demanding
that the government place an immediate
moratorium on the commercial harvesting of
seaweed.
The petition reads: ‘Those living on the
coasts of British Columbia are fortunate to
have a vibrant and healthy ecosystem. This
health and vibrancy is being threatened by the
under-regulated harvesting of seaweed on BC
coastlines. Without consulting local residents,
local political leaders and without an
environmental impact assessment, the BC
Ministry of Agriculture sold seaweed
harvesting licenses to private companies.
‘The harvesting is being done in direct
violation of federal Department of Fisheries
and Oceans regulations.
‘When a public discussion was held, led by
local politicians and concerned scientists, it
was concluded that there was a high risk of
damaging the local food web and spawning
habitat of numerous species.’
To
learn
more
go
to:
www.secure.avaaz.org/en/petition/The_Provi
ncial_Government_of_British_Columbia_A
n_immediate_moratorium_on_the_harvesti
ng_of_seaweed_for_commercial_use/?tgbQ
rab.

Ships Point Goes Solar

Rotraut Knopp, a 71 year-old Ships Point
resident in Fanny Bay, made the switch to solar
power in early December. Knopp had been
living without electricity since BCHydro cut
her power on October 30, after she stopped
paying her monthly legacy fee for reading her
analog meter.
Following over a month of propane heat
and oil lamps, Knopp says she is happy to have
the lights back. ‘We are going to have a party;
everything will be switched on,’ she said. 0
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