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US declares Orcas
endangered

Photo: Don Ward

Crofton has completed two sections of its Seawalk Project. Phase 3 will be an elevated 210 metre section
over tidal flats, costing approximately $400,000. Fundraising is in progress; contact Crofton Community
Centre Society or leave donations at Galletto Market & Deli on Joan Avenue.

Duking it out over Vancouver
Island’s power supply ~ Patrick Brown
Hearings by the BC Utilities Commission
(BCUC) into the proposed Duke Point Power
(DPP) gas-fired electricity generation plant got
underway in Vancouver on Monday, January
17. The hearings were preceded by a lively ‘town
hall’ meeting at the Coast Bastion Hotel in
Nanaimo on Saturday January 15, at which
nearly all the speakers opposed the DPP
proposal, with the notable exception of Mayor
Gary Korpan of Nanaimo. Outside the hotel, a
colourful (but peaceful) demonstration against
the scheme featured balloons, puppets, and
about a hundred participants.
The BCUC panel is currently reduced to
two, following the resignation of Commissioner
Murray Birch who has, during the past month,
become CEO of Alliance Pipelines, and
therefore can no longer participate because he
has a conflict of interest.

Previous BCUC Hearing

This latest hearing became necessary when, in
a 2003 Hearing, BCUC rejected a proposal by
BC Hydro to construct a gas turbine power
generation project at Duke Point to make up a
possible electricity shortfall on Vancouver
Island.
BCUC concluded that this first Duke Point
proposal was not the most economic way of
compensating for energy shortfall. The
Commission then asked Hydro to initiate a Call
for Tenders to identify possible alternatives to
the proposal, promising that it would ‘expedite’
another hearing to consider whatever scheme
resulted.

GS-X Out of the Picture

This previous scheme had included a proposed
gas pipeline across Georgia Strait south of the
Gulf Islands, the Georgia Strait Crossing
pipeline, (GS-X) to ensure sufficient gas to fuel
the power plant. Recently BC Hydro formally
announced that the GS-X pipeline project, on
which it spent over $50 million in preparation,
has been abandoned. BC Hydro has negotiated
with Terasen Gas for the transportation of gas
from the mainland to Vancouver Island for the
currently proposed, privatized plant.

Limiting the Scope of the
Current Hearing

BC Hydro wanted the current hearing to
consider only its new, privatized version of gas
generation, the proposed Electricity Purchase
Agreement with the successful bidder, Duke
Point Power. However, BCUC has expressed
the wish to examine some of the alternative
bids rejected in the call for tender, and also the
possibility that none of the bids is satisfactory.

Living Up to the Load

Hydro warns that a power shortfall could occur
at any time after the existing HVDC power line,
which runs from the mainland across Galiano
and Salt Spring Islands to Duncan, is ‘derated’
in March 2007. (‘Derating’ means not that the
line would be taken out of service, but that it
was so old that BC Hydro does not wish to rely
on it any longer.)

DUKE POINT POWER, please turn to page 6
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British Columbians
support preserving and
protecting the Gulf Islands

In an Ipsos Read poll commissioned by the Islands
Trust in December, more than 90% of respondents
agreed that the Gulf Islands are a special part of
British Columbia and that tourism in the Gulf
Islands should be managed to protect the Islands’
unique environment.
‘We are delighted with the degree of support for
our mandate,’ said David Essig, chair of the Islands
Trust Council. ‘The Islands Trust has been
responsible for land use planning on the Gulf Islands
in the trust area for 30 years and we think it is timely
to measure public opinion of our mandate to
preserve and protect the Islands.
The survey followed several months of lobbying
by Islanders to slow the tide of development on some
of the Islands in the Trust Area.
Other key findings are:
• Almost 90% agree that the BC Government
should ensure that Gulf Islands are preserved and
protected for all British Columbians and that the
Islands should be protected from overdevelopment;
• Almost 80% agree that clear-cut logging in the
Gulf Islands should not be allowed;
• More than 75% agree that large industrial
developments should not be allowed in the Gulf
Islands;
• Nearly 70% agree that mining in the Gulf
Islands should not be allowed;
• 63% agree that fish farms in the Gulf Island
waters should not be allowed; and
• Almost 60% agree that large tourist
developments should not be allowed in the Gulf
Islands.
Complete results at www.islandstrust.bc.ca. 0
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Canadian conservation groups were
overjoyed on December 16 when the US
federal government brought the Southern
Resident Orca whales under the US
Endangered Species Act (ESA). Last year,
Sierra Legal, the Georgia Strait Alliance
and the Western Canada Wilderness
Committee joined their American allies in
a successful court challenge to force the
US government to list these highly
endangered trans-boundary whales
under the ESA.
On Dec 17, 2003, the US District Court
overturned a controversial National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
decision that found the Southern
Resident Orca population is not
‘significant’ and did not qualify for
protection under the Endangered Species
Act. The court ruling in 2003 gave the
NMFS 12 months to change its decision.
NMFS announced its change of heart on
December 16 in Seattle.
‘This is good news,’ said staff scientist
Mitch Anderson for Sierra Legal Defence
Fund. ‘These whales need protection on
both sides of the border and this is big
step in the right direction. Canada and the
US now need to implement a meaningful
recovery strategy to protect this rare and
splendid population of Orcas. Otherwise
these whales could face extinction in as
little as 30 years.’
The Southern Resident Orcas live in
the waters off the coast of British
Columbia and Washington State. The
population is as few as 85 whales—a
decline of 20% since the early 1990s.
In Canada, this dwindling population
was designated as ‘endangered’ in 2001
under the federal Species at Risk Act and
a recovery strategy is being developed.
Designating the whales as endangered in
US waters as well will allow a combined
recovery program.
‘Canadians share with our American
neighbours the responsibility of
protecting these magnificent animals and
their habitat from various threats,
including toxic pollution, boat noise and
harassment, and declines in their prey,
primarily Chinook salmon,’ said Peter
Ronald of the Georgia Strait Alliance.
‘This ESA designation will provide the
strongest available protection for our
imperilled orcas. Both of our countries
must do everything possible to reverse the
decline of these, the most famous whales
in the world.’ 0

PENDER ISLAND

Brian Harris & Dave Cochlan
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JIM WATTERS 1940–2005

Pender Island resident Jim Watters died on Saturday,
January 8, only a few months after the unexpected death of
his wife Shirley. Jim was 64.
For many years, Jim had been an important contributor to
the Pender community. He and Shirley came to the Island in
1978. Jim’s career up to then had been in the Navy, as a
firefighter in Calgary, and on the railways—he may have been
one of the very last to fire a coal-fired steam engine. In 1978
he bought Pender Lodge on McKinnon Road, he and Shirley
ran it until 1987. At the Lodge, Shirley did the cooking, and
Jim was the waiter. Jim also arranged the entertainment on
weekends; they had a lounge license, which meant that
Penderites could bring their kids as long as they didn’t drink.
After they sold the Lodge and moved to Port Washington
Road, Jim took up general construction work and worked
with Omar Moen for a while. For the past eight years, he has
worked with his son Kevin doing general construction; he was
well-known on the Island as someone who was always willing
to lend a hand. In recent years, many Pender Islanders also
knew him through his work at the lumberyard.
On Pender, Jim was most active in the Legion; at various
times he held nearly every executive position, including
president. He was the originator of ‘Thirsty Thursdays’ and
also the Meat Draw. Immediately after his well-attended
wake at the Legion on Saturday, January 15, the Meat Draw
tradition continued.
Jim was involved in many other community activities, and
will be missed. He leaves his son, Kevin, who continues to live
on Pender; his daughter, Kerry, and grandchildren Allison
and Christopher; and his brother Alf and sister Ann, both in
Edmonton.
Patrick Brown

Local solution to threat of
losing seed-saving rights

A farmer’s right to save seeds is threatened by Canada’s Seed
Sector Review and proposed changes to the Seed Act. The review
is considering forcing farmers to pay royalties to replant their
own seeds, encouraging them to change to commercially sold
seed. The National Farmers Union (www.nfu.ca, see seed saver
campaign) has been running a national campaign to ensure that
the proposed changes to the Seed Act do not happen.
Open-pollinated seeds are referred to as ‘common’ seeds in
the proposed legislation. These heirlooms can’t be owned or
controlled by large companies that create genetically modified
organisms and hybrid seeds.
The Seed Sector Review doesn’t seem to threaten local
events like Seedy Saturdays, where exchange tables for seeds
ensure plant varieties that grow well here. The proposed
changes, however, make becoming a member of the seed
sanctuary (www.seedsanctuary.com) and adopting heirloom
vegetables even more important.

Community Seed Exchanges

You can do your part to preserve biodiversity by attending one
of these seed exchanges:
• Qualicum Beach: Civic Centre, Jones Street
Saturday, February 5, 10am–3pm, (250) 752-2221
• Salt Spring: Farmer’s Institute (see ad, page 5)
Saturday, February 12, 10am–3pm, (250) 537-8542
• Victoria: Victoria Conference Centre, 720 Douglas Street
Saturday, February 19, 10am–4pm, (250) 385-0485
• Vancouver: Van Dusen Gardens, 5251 Oak Street
Saturday, February 26, 10am–4pm, (604) 540-4987
• Comox Valley: The Florence Filberg Centre, Courtenay
Saturday, March 5, 10am–3pm, (250) 337-2008
• Nanaimo Seedy: Bowen Park Auditorium
Sunday, March 6, 10am–4pm, (250) 741-1928
• Cobble Hill: Cobble Hill Hall, Watson Avenue
Saturday, March 12, 10am–3pm, (250) 743-7305 0
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84-year-old skipper wins
fishing derby again ~ Jim Chernyk

The second annual Pender Island Fishing Derby was held on
December 27, 2004, and was well-attended with 18 participants.
The crew of the Chute Chute landed a twelve-pound winter
spring to take first place. Eighty-four-year-old skipper Norris
Amies navigated the Chute Chute, which was crewed by myself
and Lorrie Mohart.
This marks the second year in a row that a Port Washington
crew has taken home the ‘bragging rights.’ Norris has skippered
the winning boat both years.
Thanks to all the generous sponsors and to Shawn Hamilton
for organizing the fun event. 0

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
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HARRY BROWN 1922–2005

Harry Brown was born in Burnaby on April 26, 1922, the third
child of four boys. He grew up on a
small farm and weeded the
gladiolas and baby breath that his
mother sold on the corner of
Robson Street in Vancouver.
On August 8, 1940, he
enlisted in the 5th Canadian
Motor Cycle Regiment. A year
later the name was changed to
the Canadian 9th Army and he
served in tanks. In October
1941, he went by ship to England.
In October 1943, he sailed from
Liverpool to Algiers and a little later to
Naples. He was part of the fighting force at the Gothic Line,
near Cassino and ‘they chased the Germans out of Ravena.’
Later on they were shipped to Belgium. Six weeks later they
went into NieghmegInan, repaired the bridge & ‘chased the
Germans across the Rhine.’ Harry returned to Canada in
September 1945.
In 1947, he married a war widow, Dorothy Lawrence. She
had a four-year-old son, Michael. They had ten children, seven
sons (including Michael) & three daughters. During their
marriage Harry had many different jobs to support his large
family. At one time he was head boom man in Victoria harbour.
They moved to Port Alice and later he had his own logging
business on Williston Lake. His next job was as a log scaler.
Dorothy was ill for a long time with cancer and died in 1977.
Harry took two of his children to Hawaii for two weeks to
recuperate from their loss. The warm weather and the friendly
people helped them recover.
In May 1979, we met and we were married January 14,
1980. We went to Hawaii for our first honeymoon and visited
all the main islands. In August we had our second honeymoon.
Our canoe was loaded onto a float plane plus provisions for
two weeks and we were dropped off at Megan Lake, thirty
miles north of Tofino—no road access. We stayed three nights
at a cabin on the lake and then, pulling our canoe down the
Megan river, we sloshed 7 kms to the ocean. Harry caught
eight brown trout in ten minutes—what a feast! After that we
paddled to Obstruction Island and camped there. Next day we
visited Beddingfield logging camp. From there we went to
Ahousat and White Sands beach on Flores Island.
The following day we crossed over to Vargas Island. Our
route took us to Bedwell and we went looking for a gold mine
but we didn’t find one. From there we paddled back to Tofino
east of Meares Island, down Fortune Passage and Browning
Passage. We had many more adventures and lots of fun.
In 1985 we bought our lot on Saturna Island after Harry
had read an ad in the Sunday paper and said, ‘it’s only a
dream.’ It ended up as a dream come true—a very fulfilled life.
Someday, after I die, our ashes will be mingled and sprinkled
somewhere near Winter Cove, a place we visited twice a day
and loved.
Pam Brown

National park growing

Gulf Islands National Park Reserve (GINPR) continues to grow
with the addition of new lands on South Pender and Saturna
Islands, and a reconfiguration of a portion of the park boundary
on Saturna Island.
The new land on South Pender Island consists of a 49.4 ha
parcel immediately south of the Greenburn Lake property that
was added to the national park reserve in the spring of 2004. The
property was purchased from Richard Reider of Liechtenstein.
The addition of the property brings the national park reserve’s
total land holdings on South Pender Island to 281.4 ha—one
third of the island.
Parks Canada has also obtained a small property (0.97 ha)
near the mouth of Saturna’s Lyall Creek. This land was
purchased from Harry and Pamela Brown. Its addition to the
park enhances the protection of Lyall Creek—an ecologically
intact salmon-bearing stream that is now almost entirely
contained within the national park reserve.
An adjustment to the park boundary on Saturna Island has
resulted from an agreement with the David Elford Holding
Company to exchange a small triangle of land. This will eliminate
an access road and some recently logged lands from the park. In
exchange, parks lands will now include an area of more mature
forest and a height of land. An easement was also obtained across
a portion of the company’s lands for a future trail connection.

Construction Begins on HQ

A sod-turing ceremony for the Operations Centre for Gulf
Islands National Park Reserve took place in Sidney on January
21. Public Works and Government Services Canada awarded the
competitive contract of $3,297,000 to the Victoria office of
Ledcor Construction Ltd. Construction started this month, with
completion slated for August. The new facility, to be located
behind the current office at 2220 Harbour Road, will consist of a
three-storey building that will include additional office space as
well as operational and marine access facilities. The existing park
office will remain on the property and will continue to be used. 0
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

federal Department Fisheries and Oceans to
the Capital Regional District.

Another New Years Eve
Together

Saturna had its traditional New Years Eve
dance at our Community Hall. Many Islanders
came to ring in the New Year together. This gettogether is always lots of fun. In contrast to
Christmas, which is a family and close friends
affair, New Year on Saturna is a time to
celebrate with our larger family, the
community. The Parents Group organized the
whole affair with lots of food, music by Elsium
Sound and door prizes. Proceeds are
earmarked for school projects.
Thanks, also, to two other groups for
donations to our school: Parks and Recreation
voted to help purchase physical education and
playground equipment for the Action Schools
BC Program; Saturna Lions donated the ‘Math
Makes Sense’ program.

Notice of Community Information Sessions
Parks Canada, in cooperation with the Province of British Columbia, is undertaking a study to
assess the feasibility of establishing a national marine conservation area in the southern Strait of
Georgia. You are invited to attend an upcoming information session to learn more about the
project and how you can become involved. Information sessions will be held at the following
locations and times:
Saturna Island
Saturna Community Hall, 104 East Point Road
Wednesday, February 9, 2005. 4:00 - 8:00 pm
Pender Island
Pender Islands Community Hall, 4418 Bedwell Harbour Road
Thursday, February 10, 2005. 4:00 - 8:00 pm
Galiano Island
Galiano Community Hall, 141 Sturdies Bay Road
Tuesday, February 15, 2005. 4:00 - 8:00 pm
Mayne Island
Mayne Island Agricultural Hall, 430 Fernhill Road
Wednesday, February 16, 2005. 4:00 - 8:00 pm

Phone Book Review

Saltspring Island
Artspring Centre, 100 Jackson Avenue
Thursday, February 17, 2005. 4:00 - 8:00 pm

TOUR

One of the sure signs of a new year is that we
can buy our local phone book. Len Digance and
the Saturna Island Tourism Association have
done a splendid job: well organized, great
visuals and no errors that I have detected. It
must be excruciating to go through the whole
year with your number incorrect in the book!
Our school kids Kristal, Reed and Alison
provided the cover drawings.
Included in this year’s book is ‘Hello
Operator,’ about the history of Saturna’s
telephone service, written by ardent local
historian Bakhshish Gill. The first phones were
installed in 1930 at the general store and with
the Payne family at Breezy Bay. The phone
directory had 24 phones for Mayne, Pender,
Saturna and Gossip Islands. Illustrated with
marvelous photographs, the phone book is a
great buy at $4!

60th Wedding Anniversary

“...a visual
treat from
beginning
to end.”
Globe & Mail

LIVE JAZZ!
RON PALEY
BIG BAND

CindyMarie Small, photo: David Cooper

Jim and Lorraine Campbell’s 60th wedding
anniversary party is rescheduled to February 5,
5pm. The party was cancelled because 8 inches
of snow fell on Saturna on January 7, with
predictions of more for the party day, January
8. Jim and Lorraine could likely have done the
three-mile hike in the snow, or a tractor ride to
the beach, half hour boat ride in the Anne
Elizabeth to the Lyall Harbour float and the
walk up the hill to the Community Hall—trips
they have done so often in their lives. However
the thinking was that the weather would have
kept too many guests away! All are welcome to
this rescheduled joyous event.

Federal Wharf Going Up

The replacement ‘federal’ wharf, alongside the
BC Ferries dock, is under construction, the
scorched beams and pilings pulled out.
Nothing remains but the walkway down to the
float ramp. It is strange to see no welcoming
apron of huge timbers on which to walk out to
see if the ferry is coming, to watch the light, the
tides, or to check your boat at the float.
In the interim, Lynn and Don Piper are
generously sharing their dock, close by at the
mouth of Boot Cove , with the school kids, the
planes and the mailboat while our new, much
smaller, wharf is constructed. The replacement
wharf is scheduled to be finished in midFebruary, when ownership will shift from the

Strait of Georgia National Marine Conservation Area
Feasibility Study

WORLD PREMIERE

ere we are at 2005, the name of our
New Year. So far, its weather has been
thoroughly
entertaining,
what
incredible variety! At Haggis Farm, we always
get lots of snow when it, infrequently, arrives in
the Gulf Islands, to the utter joy of the sheepdog
and the total dismay of the ducks, pigs, pony
and chickens who hunker down and look stoic
and enduring. The seven piglets noses were
purple on the coldest days and, except for
gobbling their food, they stayed in their pig
house, no doubt scrambling to be on the
bottom in the middle of the piglet pile.
The farm animals different response reflects
my own. On the one hand, the gorgeous light,
low in the sky, reflecting and dazzling on the
snow, makes the outside world and the house
looks so different from the silky greens and
deep, dark browns of our usual, rainy winter
weather. On the other hand, the cold induces all
sorts of negatives: outside animal watering
systems are shut off, driveways are slick with
ice and every animal is counting on you for food
and water. I like the change and challenge, but
after a while the dog is finished bounding in the
snow and wants to come in and I want the snow
to go away!
The construction crews who are building
various homes and the recreation centre looked
cold and pinched when they came into the store
to warm and fuel-up. Conversation shifted to
how to drive in the ice, how to tow vehicles, how
much wood was in, was this or that road open,
how to get meals on wheels to clients, who was
snowed-in and where. The recycling volunteers
locked up at the stroke of closing hour—no
kibitzing! Everyone who could had their cars
parked out of their driveways and on the road.
No jumping into cars to go someplace, instead
deliberate logistics. Pat, our road foreman,
worked monumental hours keeping the roads
clear and sanded.
Only on January 16 was enough ice gone
from the north side of Warburton Pike road so
that South Saturna people could get out. The
Campbells had resorted to using their tractors
or walking the treacherous road. Riding the
1970 red Farm-All Super C over the mountain
was a cold ride, reported Jacques and Andrew.
We all survived and are in good shape, which is
a blessing.
Since the last of the sub-freezing, I don’t
know where our Gulf Islands much vaunted
‘rain shadow’ has gone—we are soggy and
awash in running water! The creek that runs
past our house has overflowed the culvert and
the road is flooded. Road run-off combined
with the culvert contents feed the waterfall
across the road to roaring proportions. Several
times I have hiked down to see the water and
foam hurtle off the rocky lip of the fall.
But yesterday in between deluges, I caught
myself playing in the garden—the warmth, the
softness, led me outside to pull a little of this
and that, plan, dig a bit. ‘I’m gardening! It’s
January and I’m gardening with delight and
comfort!’ Yes, life is slowly returning from
survival mode to normal living on Saturna.

Saturday
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Exceptional quality.
Outstanding value.
We offer so much more than a building package.
We deliver your dream at a very affordable price.
We provide:
• ideal designs for rural properties and other scenic lots
• shell packages for primary residences, vacation homes and cottages
• 35 years of industry experience
• financing, builder and warranty programs

To Tinker or Envision

At Island Tides, we have always been disturbed that most
Official Community Plans (OCPs) don’t lay out a vision for the
future of an Island, other than the vaguely expressed thought
that the Island should remain unchanged. A common vision isn’t
easy to come by but we feel sure that given the passion and skills
of Islanders, it could emerge from a large-scale communitydriven process.
Could a community identify, say, three points on which most
could agree? Say, for example, preservation of rural culture,
sustainability of services, and protection of the environment.
Any point for which there is broad-based support provides a
clear mandate for the important ‘ways and means’ discussions
that will follow—the legal structure and wording of the OCP (and
the LUB) which must serve this common objective.
The final Public Hearing then becomes a celebration rather
than a confrontation; not a win-lose situation ensuring a sour
taste for at least a good section of the community. Haven’t we
seen enough of this divisive model in world politics? Can’t we do
better here?
No doubt the idea of a large-scale community discussion
seems unwieldy and not easy to manage but such a large scale
discussion can generates ownership, a more fully informed
populace and identify commonalities ahead of differences. The
process itself builds bridges, creates community pride and

understanding between individuals.
Despite the fact that an OCP is expressed as a bylaw, it should
not be treated, first and foremost, as a legal document. An OCP
is primarily an expression of how today’s community views a
desirable future, and of what each individual will contribute or
sacrifice in order to ensure that future.
It is therefore unfortunate to start an OCP Bylaw review by
treating it in sections, or to consider only whether each clause in
the existing bylaw can be left alone or needs revision. To do so is
to shirk the real task of envisioning a realistic and worthwhile
future.
An OCP Review is another opportunity to a design a future
for the Island, focussing on the community for the next
generation, twenty-five to forty years from now. An Island’s
community and its natural environment, after all, are two of the
most valuable things we can leave to our children. It is sad to
short-change such a unique creative opportunity.
It is time for the Islands Trust Area to design a democratic
process that clearly puts the community in charge of its OCP’s
evolution. Then let each Island take the time necessary to create
its common vision—one which we can still be proud of in twentyplus years, even if it has been superceded by then.
Don’t wait to be asked to join in—ask to be included.

Readers’ Letters

Tsunami Relief Concert

Dear Editor:
On Sunday, February 16, a group of incredibly gifted and
compassionate performing and visual artists from the Pender
Islands gave time and talent to participate in a Benefit Concert
and Silent Art Auction for Tsunami Relief. Sponsored by the
Anglican Parish of the Pender and Saturna Islands, the concert
was snowed-out on its original Saturday evening date—yet all
who had agreed to participate willingly changed their schedules
at the last minute, and gathered at the Pender Island School on
Sunday afternoon.
Thanks to an amazing effort to spread news of the change via
telephone and word-of-mouth, over 200 people attended the
concert and silent art auction , and to date, it has raised over
$7,600 which will be divided between the Red Cross and
UNICEF for tsunami relief in those areas ravaged by this
unprecedented and devastating event.
Thank you to all who helped in any way to make this event
such a wonderful success. Thank you to the performers and
artists who donated their skill and talent; thank you to those who
worked so hard to organize the afternoon—I had an idea, but
Shirley Searle and her family brought it to fruition. Thank-you in
particular to Katherine Searle, who had the great idea of holding
the Silent Art Auction.
Thank you also to all who worked behind the scenes—some
of them were mentioned in the program, and some of them were
truly hidden—thanks to you all.
For those who are asking whether or not you may still donate
to this cause, there is no deadline. Relief and rebuilding in the
affected areas will be going on for many years. If you wish to
assist, please write your cheques out to the Parish of Pender and
Saturna Islands, mark them for ‘Tsunami Relief’ and send them
to the Rev. Sheila Flynn, c/o St. Peter’s Anglican Church, 4703
Canal Road, Pender Island, V0N 2M1.
Again, many thanks to all who so generously opened your
hearts. Your generosity and compassion will continue to do
much to bring hope to the people and countries affected by this
tragedy—people like ourselves, whose lives are tied to oceans.
Reverend Sheila Flynn, Pender Island

Vancouver Island Power Supply

This ‘Letters of Comment’ was sent to the BC Utilities
Commission as they consider the application by BC Hydro to
get approval for the ‘Electricity Purchase Agreement’ with
Duke Point Power (see article, front page).
Dear Sir:
This e-mail is possible by connecting a temporary generator to
my computer, which is hard on the equipment. I have had
approximately 6 hours of power, on and off, since late Friday
night. At this point the house is cold, I am cold, and far too busy
surviving our ‘safe and secure power supply’ to be able to make
a submission.
As all rural BC residents, we have chosen to live surrounded
by trees, and are willing to accept interruptible power as one of
the prices of living in the country. The commission appears to be
dealing with very small ‘O-rated’ risks, which are solved with
very large costs, rather than dealing with the real risks inherent
in our power supply. A cold and irritable–
Randy Young, Gabriola Island

Appreciation from Blighty

Dear Editor:
I just want to say how useful, thought provoking and
entertaining I found Island Tides this Christmas. I travelled over
from England to visit my sister, and picked it up on my way out
to Salt Spring Island. It is so refreshing to find articles at a local
level which dare to question the status quo .
It is also really great that you can actually learn something, as
writers explain facts and details clearly. Our local newspapers
are at least 70% ads and there is no in-depth discussion of local
politics and issues at all. It’s a really good idea to have the
newspaper available on the ferries because it gives the traveller
an insight into the life of the community. I wish Island Tides
contributors and readers a happy new year and hope that
freedom of speech will continue to flourish in the Gulf Islands.
Heather Pomroy, Chalfont St Peter, England

North Pender OCP Review Begins

Dear Editor:
What I can say emphatically at this point is this: I feel it is
absolutely essential the community take hold of this OCP review
as powerfully as it can, not just through participation in this
particular review but by establishing a protocol whereby any
future OCP review would necessarily require a similar level of
community input. Right now the community is aware and
aroused to these issues. We must use this opportunity to
establish a review process that fully involves the community.
This is the very first line of defense to safeguard the future from
trustees playing politics. Maximum transparency is necessary at
the review level. Once an acceptably open and transparent
protocol is in place then the blue print is there for the future.
Cathrine Leighland, North Pender Island0

Farmers find funds to study
Islands’ meat production

A grant to examine meat processing options under the new meat
inspection regulations has been given to the Farmers Institute
and Island Natural Growers on Salt Spring, Pender Island
Farmers Institute and Mayne Island Agricultural Society.
New regulations take effect in fall 2005. Existing Island
slaughter facilities will likely not be able to upgrade to meet the
new standards. All livestock for slaughter will have to be
transported off-Island to an approved slaughter facility,
stressful for animals and owners, as well as an added expense. It
is feared that Salt Spring lamb, which enjoys an international
reputation, could become an endangered commodity.
The study will measure the volume of meat production
throughout the Gulf Islands and the feasibility of building either
a land-based or mobile abattoir, or if these are not warranted,
other ways to maintain the livestock industry. Salt Spring
Islander Margaret Thomson, who has been involved with this
issue since the Ministry first announced its intention to change
the regulations, is project manager.
The Pender Island Farmers’ Institute has also secured
additional funding from the Small Lot Agriculture Program to
evaluate local abattoir and processing facilities for Pender. 0

WE'RE MOVING!
The Islands Trust Office on Salt
Spring Island is relocating
to a new location:

1 - 500 Lower Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island, British Columbia, V8K 2N8

Prentice

Liberty

Start your dream. Contact us today.

1.866.466.3535 • www.maplehomes.com
DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME

(this location is at the local BC Hydro building situated west of
the RCMP building on the south side of Lower Ganges Rd)
Our new location is fully accessible to community members
with convenient parking for disabled persons, automated entry
doors and barrier free access for wheelchairs. We believe
these improved facilities will better serve the needs of the Salt
Spring and Thetis Island Local Trust areas as we continue
service improvements to our island communities.
To accomplish our move with minimal service disruption:
we will close at 4:30 pm Fri, Jan 28, 2005 and re-open
at our new location at 10:00 am Wed, Feb 2, 2005.
Please note that our telephone numbers, fax and e-mail
addresses remain unchanged. Thank you for your patience
during our transition to improved facilities. We look forward to
the opportunity to serve you from our new location.

Complete Rainwater Harvesting Systems
Roof-to-Tap Design
• Polypropylene-lined
Steel Cisterns—
4,000-30,000 gallons

• Roof Washers
• Gravity Filters

Bob Burgess 250-246-2155
www.rainwaterconnection.com

DESIGN • SALES • INSTALLATION

‘What’s On?’
Tues, Jan 18 to Sun, Jan 30

Intrepid Theatre presents The Old
Trout Puppet Workshop in the ‘The
Unlikely Birth of Istvan’—Calgary’s
acclaimed puppet theatre for adults • JAN
26–28 & 30, 8pm; JAN 29, 2pm •
Victoria Conservatory of Music • Tickets: $15
• Reservations (250)383-2663 •
Info:
www.intrepidtheatre.com • IN VICTORIA

Fri, Feb 4
to Sun, Feb 13

11th Annual Victoria Independent
Film & Video Festival—10-day festival
featuring the best of independent cinema
from around the world and across Canada,
over 170 films and events • 5 venues in
Victoria• Tickets: at Bolen Books or 250389-0444 to charge by phone • Info: full
schedule
and
event
listing
at:
www.vifvf.com • IN VICTORIA

Sat, Feb 5 & Sun, Feb 27

Port Washington General Store Info Sessions—FEB 5,
2:30pm: general information and, for those interested in being
involved from collective membership to volunteering, there’s a
more detailed session at 3:30pm; FEB 27, 2:30pm: if you are an
artist, artisan, or home-producer interested in selling your work,
attend this session • Both meetings at the store • Info:250-6296480 • ON PENDER ISLAND
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Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.10

Fri & Sat, February 11 & 12

Salt Spring Seedy Saturday—FRI, 7pm: talk on agricultural
challenges and opportunities by Chris Schmah with panel
discussion, SAT, 10am–3pm: seed exchange with workshops,
vendors, films, kids activities; bring your seeds • Farmers
Institute, 351 Rainbow Road, Ganges • Admission by donation •
Info: 250-537-8542 • SALT SPRING ISLAND

Sat, February 12

Galiano
Concert
Society
Presents: Music & Company—
George Zukerman, Lorna McGhee,
Heidi Krutzen, and David Harding
perform music through the centuries
for bassoon, flute, harp & viola • South
Hall • 7:30pm • Tickets: $25/$12
students, available at Galiano Books or
the door • Info: Patricia 250-539-3345
• ON GALIANO ISLAND

Voluntary Subscriptions

If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our 70 free
boxes across the Gulf of Georgia, Victoria or
Nanaimo, you can show your support and
appreciation by sending a voluntary subscription of

($20 + $1.40gst = $21.40) to:

Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0

Thurs, Feb 24

Arrogant
Worms
Concert—
Canada’s Funniest Music Comedy
Show! • Artspring Theatre • Doors 7pm,
show 7:30pm • Tickets: $20 in advance
and at the door, tickets available from
Artspring Ticket Centre: 250-537-2102
• Info: www.arrogant-worms.com • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you
who have sent in subscriptions. And keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste
them all in our scrapbooks!
A

Advertise Your Event Only $26.75 or $32.10 w/picture

Richard J. Wey BCLS

New beginnings for the Saint Francis Chapel
Mayne Islanders gathered on January 1 at Saint Francis
Memorial Chapel to celebrate the chapel’s second anniversary
and a change of direction. Now, sponsored by the Mayne Island
Branch, Victoria Human Exchange Society (VHES), the nondenominational chapel’s mission is to develop and share
spiritual gifts.
Many Gulf Islanders in difficulties will know, and appreciate,
VHES as the group who provide emergency overnight
accommodation for Gulf Islanders at one of their several houses
on the Saanich Peninsula.
The chapel, built on Tom and Patricia Fitzgerald’s land, was
completed at the end of 2002. Funding for the chapel came from
the Catholic community on Mayne Island. Tom, who died on
January 1, 2003, built the chapel with the help of several friends.
In August 2004, a decision was made by local Catholic
church authorities to vacate the chapel and hold services in the
Anglican Church of Saint Mary Magdalene at Miners Bay.
In the spirit of the chapel’s new purpose, the chapel will host
a New Beginnings Workshop on February 5. For information on
the workshop, the chapel, and VHES call 250-539-5310. 0
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Legal, Engineering and Topographical Surveys
Subdivision Planning
The Lord James, #4-2227 James White Blvd.
Sidney, BC V8L 1Z5

Going Somewhere?

Telephone 250-656-5155 Fax: 250-656-5175

whittome’s travel
60 Station Street, Duncan

Saint Francis Chapel, Mayne Island

1-800-434-0566

travel.whittome@shawcable.com

Intelligence Agency, or the White House.’
In another example, in the late summer of 2001, GID
headquarters in Jordan intercepted a crucial Al Qaeda
communication. This probably took place after the July 5
warning by a Phoenix, AZ FBI agent that Arab terrorists could be
sending men to flight schools, and either before or shortly after
August 6, when President Bush received a CIA briefing about
possible hijackings. The intercept’s content was deemed so
important that Jordanian King Abdullah’s men relayed it to
Washington. The message showed clearly that a major attack was
planned inside the continental US. It said aircraft would be used.
The 9-11 terrorist attacks failed to be prevented due to not
acting on this intelligence; rather than because more legislation,
undermining democratic freedoms, was needed. However the
9-11 attack has allowed the US government to circumvent
normal standards of democracy and civil liberties and put
pressure on Canada to do the same.
An example of the effect of the Canadian Anti-Terrorism Act
can be seen by considering an August 9, 2002, Canadian
Security Intelligence Service counter-terrorism document which
included anti-globalization and environmental groups in its
categories of terrorism in Canada. If the Canadian AntiTerrorism Act had been in place at the time of the UBC student
protest against Indonesia’s subsequently ousted dictator
Suharto, and demonstrations against the WTO, there is no
question that such legitimate protest would have been stopped

TRUE NORTH, please turn to page 7

www.islandtides.com—online 24/7

A Matter of Freedom in the True North ~ Peter Carter

oes the 2001 Canadian Anti-Terrorism Act stay or go?
Hardly noticed by the mainstream media, it may be the
most important matter in a generation for Canada as a
free and democratic nation. The Canadian Anti-Terrorism Act
was passed with next to no consideration, based on advice from
the US, at an emotional time. Perhaps the most disturbing of the
federal government’s powers under the Anti-Terrorism Act is
the holding of secret trials and proceedings.
On December 9 2004, a motion was adopted by the House of
Commons authorizing the Standing Committee on Justice,
Human Rights, Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness to
conduct a Review. The Senate also adopted a similar motion
establishing a Special Committee to undertake its own, separate,
review. This 2005 Review was mandated back in 2001 in
response to public objection to the need for such legislation in
Canada at all.
Since 2001, facts have come to light that strongly support
arguments against the need for this Act. We now know, by the
admission of the US Senate Committee Report on 9-11, that the
US security forces were ‘completely unprepared’ for the 9-11
attack. It is also now known that this had nothing to do with the
absence of domestic security legislation. The United States
government was unprepared because of failure to understand
intelligence presented to it.
For example, in 2002, Fox News reported a list of 15
examples of ‘missed leads’ from over a dozen sources, including
foreign security agencies warning the US administration of an
imminent attack by Al Qaeda inside the US using hijacked
aircraft, and referring to the World Trade Center, the White
House and the Pentagon as targets.
For example, Fox News stated, ‘As early as 1999, the Federal
Research Division at the Library of Congress published its own
report entitled ‘The Sociology and Psychology of Terrorism:
Who Becomes a Terrorist and Why?’ which stated that ‘Suicide
bomber(s) belonging to Al Qaeda’s Martyrdom Battalion could
crash-land an aircraft packed with high explosives (C-4 and
Semtex) into the Pentagon, the headquarters of the Central

Thank You!

COMING
SOON!
IslandTides’
second generation
website is in
preparation.
Monthly
readership has
reached 3,00o
people, so we are
developing more
features and will
include beautiful
westcoast pictures
and bonus articles
and letters.
We will also have
a full year’s
editions of Island
Tides online for
your research.

Live Your Dream

WATER ACT
RSBC 1996, Chapter 483 Section 23

File 0204973

IN THE MATTER of Conditional Water Licence No. 26600, which
authorizes 15,000 gallons a day of water from Longe Springs for
waterworks purpose on Lot 438 and the Fractional North East 1/4
Section 20, Pender Island, Cowichan District, except 1) those parts
included in Parcel B (DD875731) and Parcel C (DD79609I); 2) the
west 9.50 chains of the east 10 chains of the north 2.272 chains
thereof; 3) that part included within the Indian Reserve; and, 4) that
part thereof included within the boundaries of Plan 13421.
An investigation has shown:
a)that the appurtenant land has been subdivided by Plans 23786,
34085, VIP51866 and VIS2410, and the resulting properties are
now under separate ownership; b)that there is no evidence of any
works in place associated with the licence; c) that there has been
no beneficial use of water under this licence for many years.
WHEREAS we have determined that no beneficial use of the water
has occurred for the purpose , and in the manner authorized under
the terms of the licence, for at least three consecutive years.
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that unless cause to the
contrary is shown on or before the 26th day of February, 2005,
the said Conditional Water Licence 26600 will be cancelled.
DATED at Nanaimo, British Columbia, Dec 20, 2004.
Keith Anderson, Assistant Regional Water Manager
For further information telephone (250) 741-5682
This is the 1st publication.

THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE

CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Capital
Regional District of Victoria,
BC
intends
to
make
application to Land and Water
British Columbia Inc. (LWBC),
Vancouver Island Region Nanaimo Service Centre,
Land and Water Management
Division Office for a License
of Occupation - Small Craft
Dock Facility situated on
Provincial Crown land located
at Horton Bay, Mayne Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is 1412579. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Senior Land Officer at
501-345
Wallace
Street,
Nanaimo, BC, V9R 5B6.
Comments will be received by
LWBC until February 10, 2005.
LWBC may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website at www.lwbc.bc.ca
under
Current
Land
Applications
for
more
information.
Be advised that any
responses
to
this
advertisement
will
be
considered part of the public
record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at Land
and Water British Columbia’s
regional office.
Subject
Lot
Horton Bay

1.888.546.9663

www.linwoodhomes.com
NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE

– Over 100 full colour designs –

MAYNE ISLAND
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SHORELINE DESIGN

specializing in water
access over steep
& rugged terrain
Peter
Christenson

250-629-8386

excellent
references
fully insured
www.shorelinedesign.ca

peterc@shorelinedesign.ca

FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND
WATERFRONT PROPERTY
PRICED FROM

$120,000
4.9 TO 20 AC +/CALL NOW FOR BEST SELECTION.
RICHARD HILL
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A Really New Year ~ Patrick Brown
ince Boxing Day, individual Canadians have pledged over
$150 million towards the relief and reconstruction of areas
hit by the Indian Ocean tsunami. On the Islands, people
have got up marvellous, colourful fundraiser events at very short
notice and contributed amazing amounts. Canadians have never
been this generous before. Why now?
There are many theories, ranging from the suggestions that
many Canadians, particularly at this time of year, would like to
see themselves on tropical beaches and thus could identify with
the victims; that images of the tsunami’s devastation could be
transmitted by television and internet within a few hours around
the world; that this tragedy, unlike so many others around the
world, seemed not to have been caused by man or have a
political basis and was clearly visited upon innocents; that the
inhabitants of these shoreline nations have relatives in Canada
and, like the Tamils in Toronto, are politically capable of
obtaining the attention of the government. Maybe all of the
above.

A Nation of Immigrants

Over the last few years Canada has welcomed immigrants and
refugees from all over the world: not just English and French
speaking nations, but also the nations of Africa, eastern Europe,
southeast Asia, the Middle East and, of course, China.
Nothing happens anywhere in the world without an echo in
Canada. Be it floods, drought, war, earthquake, famine, disease,
or whatever, some of your new neighbours will speak the
language, know the country, have telephoned, e-mailed, and
sent help to those friends and relatives directly affected by the
tragedy seen on your TV set—no matter where in the world it is.
I’m an immigrant. I came to Canada in 1947 as an Englishspeaking child to a country which was still coloured red on world
maps. Over the last fifty years, this simple colonial country to
which my parents chose to immigrate has evolved into a
complicated and sophisticated nation. Culturally, things have
changed in Canada; we have become a polyglot culture. But
some things are the same: Canada has never been a country to
DUKE POINT POWER from page 1
At the time of the previous hearings, no plans had been made
to replace the HVDC line, although it had been strongly
advocated by GS-XCCC (the GS-X Concerned Citizens
Committee) as an alternative. Now the BC Transmission
Corporation, the transmission line part of the former BC Hydro,
has applied for approval for a new 230Kv line, to be in service by
the end of October 2008.
As explained by Bill Andrews, lawyer for GS-XCCC, the
Hydro scenario represents calculations ‘for planning purposes’.
The calculations are designed to absolutely ensure that there is
no chance that Vancouver
Island will be without sufficient
power on a day when peak load
occurs (like Friday January 10,
2004, when peak load came
very close to Hydro’s estimates
for 2007).

making every vote
count

BC’s CITIZENS’ ASSEMBLY ON ELECTORAL REFORM
recommends British Columbia adopt a new
way of electing our MLAs. Watch for the
Assembly’s bright blue and yellow Final
Report – Making Every Vote Count: The case
for electoral reform in British Columbia.
A copy will be mailed to your home.
On May 17, BC voters will decide in a province-wide
referendum between BC’s current voting system and the
Assembly’s recommended BC-STV system. Learn about
the options - then vote! The choice is yours.

The Citizens’ Assembly
The ASSEMBLY was an independent, non-partisan group of
160 British Columbians randomly selected from around
the province to review the way we elect our MLAs.

For More Information
For information, visit the Assembly website or your local
library – or call Enquiry B.C. at 1-800-663-7867. For
French, Chinese or Punjabi translations of the Assembly’s
Final Report, see our website.

The Brown-out
Scenario

The calculations include
projections of power demand
growth (which have been
criticized as being on the high
side) and the possibility that
one of the main powerlines to
the Island would have failed
(this being one of the two
Cheekye-Dunsmuir lines).
The brown-out scenario
would need, in addition to a
peak load situation and failure
of the largest line, the HVDC
undersea line to be actually
unserviceable and the main
industrial users on the Island to
fail to reduce their demand
temporarily—Norske’s pulp
mills, the main industrial users
offered to do just this if
necessary. In summary, all
these events would have to
occur simultaneously during
the period March 2007 October 2008 for the Duke
Point Power plant’s output to
be necessary to prevent a
brownout.
The question for BCUC is is
the long-term cost of the
privatized DPP proposal
appropriate to mitigating this
risk?

make enemies; if we go to war, it’s not to conquer but to defend,
to create peace rather than conflict, justice rather than profit.
Some mock our aspirations as Boy Scout-ism; but this only
admits to the moral foundation of these aspirations.

Living Up to the Image

This is a difficult international image to live up to, and nobody is
more critical of Canada’s international aid than Canadians. Over
the past few years, Canadians have, rightly, criticized
government for failing to live up to Lester Pearson’s target of
foreign aid: 0.7% of GNP. The international response to the
Rwandan massacre, pitiful despite the best efforts of Romeo
Dallaire, resulted in a feeling of guilt which has not left us. And
in the current crisis, Canada’s most prominent advocate for
helping others, Stephen Lewis (UN representative for
HIV/AIDS), has quite justifiably expressed his concern that the
African AIDS pandemic, the displacement and deaths in Darfur,
and other continuing sources of human suffering may be
ignored in the tsunami response.
However, what internal criticism shows is that the image of a
helping country and national character is widely held and well
understood in Canada. And we expect our country to represent
us well and honourably.

Rediscovering Canada’s Role

The tsunami, together with our expectations of our government
and ourselves, our good fortune as a nation, and our growing
personal contacts and communications with peoples throughout
the globe, has created an increased awareness among Canadians
of all origins about the future of Canada in the world.
Canada may now have rediscovered a role which can set it
apart among nations: neither imperialist nor supplicant yet a
leader and contributor to multilateral efforts. Independent of
thought and action, Canada is an example (though never
claiming perfection) of a successful democracy—a teacher and
advocate of tolerance, justice, and human rights; an enthusiast
for cultural diversity, art, and environmental sustainability. And,
always willing to help. We need no greater aspirations. 0

Duke Point Power Contract

BC Hydro has insisted that the actual financial details of the
proposed DPP’s Electricity Purchase Agreement should remain
secret, and only be considered by the BCUC in camera. This puts
the BCUC in a difficult position, since it is being asked to approve
the new proposal as being more economical than the original. It
is, after all, only a privatized version of Hydro’s original Duke
Point proposal.
Hydro and the Joint Industrial Electricity Steering
Committee (JIESC, representing the province’s major electricity
users) disagree significantly on the resultant price of DPP
electricity, which depends on how much power the new plant is
expected to generate, which will be decided by Hydro. Some
details of the contract have leaked out:
• The DPP plant is expected to represent an investment of
$285 million, but it is not yet clear what this includes. Does it, for
instance, include the $50 million which DPP is expected to pay
for the ‘assets’ of Hydro’s previous proposal?
• Hydro will pay fixed monthly payments of $2.9 million for
25 years, a return on investment of 12.2% before any payments
for the electricity produced.
• Hydro will cover the costs of the natural gas used, and thus
accepts the price risk of a long term rise in gas prices.
• Hydro will pay Terasen $9.6 million/year for gas delivery.
• Hydro witnesses so far appear to disagree on whether
calculations include a provision for the purchase of carbon
credits for greenhouse gas mitigation, or who is responsible for
this charge, originally estimated at $88 million.
In summary, the concept that the purpose of privatization is
so that ‘the private sector takes the risk’ does not appear to be
followed in the contract.

Examining the Alternatives

The first few days of the hearings have indicated that BCUC does
expect to examine the Call For Tender process carried out by
Hydro. Some of the unsuccessful bidders clearly feel that the
process was biased in favour of a Duke Point gas-fired plant.
They have suggested that:
• the combination of a Calpine Elk Falls peaker plant with the
Green Island (Gold River) wood-waste-fired plant was not
adequately considered;
• coal burning plants were eliminated by requiring an
unreasonable 97% reliability factor;
• wind power was eliminated on the basis that it was
unreliable;
• proposals for load shedding or co-generation by pulp mills
were eliminated through a requirement for a 35-year
commitment.

Decision Day

The hearings are expected to continue until January 28. The
BCUC is presently committed to publish its decision on February
17, one day after the Kyoto Protocol to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions becomes binding on Canada. 0

PORT BROWNING MARINA, CAFE & PUB
Variety Night every Saturday in the Pub.
Bring your instrument and jam with ‘Cahoots’!

Hosted by Rob Storrie.
Café: Open 7am–8pm daily, Early Bird Special $4.95 (7–9am weekdays)
Pub: Open from Noon daily
•
Liquor Store: Open from 10am daily

w w w. c i t i z e n s a s s e m b l y. b c . c a

629-3493 • www.portbrowning.com • portbrowning@gulfislands.com
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Top Green riding in BC
nominates Rouleau

On December 18, Saanich North & The Islands provincial riding
chose Ken Rouleau, Salt Spring merchant, activist and author,
as Green Party candidate for the May 17 provincial election.
Rouleau narrowly won the candidacy with 53% of the vote.
‘It was a difficult decision for members to make,’ said Brian
Smallshaw of the Green Party-Southern Gulf Islands. ‘Ken was
running against Brenda Guiled, who was also a very strong
candidate and the difficulty in choosing was reflected in the
closeness of the vote.’ Andrew Lewis (who received 16.7% of the
vote in the riding in the 2004 federal election) withdrew from
the race beause of illness in the family.
‘Saanich North & The Island residents are sensible people
wanting sensible solutions to today’s problems,’ says Rouleau.
Owner of StarBooks, a bookstore in Ganges, Rouleau has been a
BC Green Party member since 1992. He has published several
books on ecology and ‘ECOnomics’ as well as numerous articles
on environmental issues. A social activist for 15 years, Rouleau
worked with Greenpeace in Victoria and is involved with efforts
to preserve and strengthen health care in BC.
Saanich North and the Islands is the BC riding with the
strongest Green Party vote. The Green Party won 25% of the
vote in the 2001 provincial election. 0

Medicine Beach lookout

The Medicine Beach bluffs on Pender are now more accessible,
thanks to the Pender Island Conservancy Association (PICA)
and the work crew that built the stairs and benches up the steep
bluffs. The steps lead up the bluff beside Medicine Beach to a
viewing platform with a bench and then on to a lookout with
another small bench. From the second bench you can see the
mouth of Bedwell Harbour and into the Strait of Georgia.
The initiative to add an attractive public-accessible feature to
the nature sanctuary was managed by the Conservancy. PICA
ensured the plan was approved by the Islands Trust Fund and
endorsed by the covenant holders—The Nature Conservancy of
Canada and Victoria Natural History Society Habitat Acquisition
Trust. The work was funded with some residual funds leftover
from the purchase of Medicine Beach nine years ago. 0
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AUTOMOTIVE
SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

TRANSMISSION SPECIAL!

4Trans inspection
4Cleanpan
4Adjust bands
4Replace pan gasket
4Check modulator
4Adjust throttle linkage
4Fill with new trans. fluid

only

29.95
reg. $49.95
$

Filter extra if
required

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

FOR RENT

ISLAND EXPLORER

PROPERTY

MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230

Southern Gulf

House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER LONG TERM: Bachelor
style, newly renovated insulated,
furnished cottage–$600 (inclusive).
Beautiful ocean views, 3 bedroom
+den/office. Available immediately
–$800. Beautiful views, large deck,
private entrance, bachelor suite
–$550. PENDER: Furnished, cozy 2bedroom; ocean views and close
to beach access. Available
immediately to March 31, 2005
–$800.
Licensed
Property
Management on the Gulf Islands
since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

HEALTH

Aromatherapy
Massage
Brenda Balfour, C.A.M.T.

TRUE NORTH from page 5

by ‘preventative arrests’ and other anti-terrorist measures.
In April of last year, Prime Minister Martin’s government
issued a policy document entitled ‘Securing an Open Society:
Canada’s National Security Policy.’ It opens by reiterating the
Bush call to arms and by calling the world a dangerous place
since 9-11. The policy document goes on to say that Canada must
match the security integration measures of the US. And in a
recent press release, Justice Minister Ann McClelland stated,
MAUI
‘The threat of terrorism remains very real and by its nature
Vacation Condos
continues to present new challenges.’
1 & 2 bedroom units
In response to objections to the Act in 2001, the government
also allowed for the provisions in the Act dealing with preventive
Ocean & Garden Views
arrest and investigative hearing powers to be sunsetted after five
Reasonable Rates
years unless a resolution is passed by both the House of
Upgraded, CLEAN units
Commons and the Senate to extend either or both of these
1-800-800-8608
powers for up to five more years.
www.mauisuncoast.com
InCCP_04100_FormatA4_AN.qxd
view of the line the government appears
to be 1:54
taking,PM
will Page 1
1/6/05
the Commons and Senate review committees recommend for or
against sunsetting these acts? 0

GETAWAYS

HOME, GARDEN & PROPERTY
In the Mi nd’ss E ye
M aintenanc e

Handyman/Renovator

• renos, repairs, maintenance
contracts available, decks built
• 20 yrs exp, references

Serving Victoria to
Nanaimo and Gulf Islands

1-250-732-4110

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252 or
250-478-6937
PAGE 7 AD
HERE

At the

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

Email: imarinec@telus.net

www.islandmarine.ca

ARMOUR

ROOFING
A Division of
Flynn Canada
• Torch-On
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599

Member: Better Business
Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca

250-629-3 380

629-6739

Ph: 250-537-9710

Call:

250-655-9184

pruning • trimming •
planting • bed work
seasonal cleanups
on Pender Island

Serenity Skyloft

ISLAND
MARINE

• architectural wood
mouldings
• custom-made
hardwood flooring
• custom-milled VG fir

Tr evo r ’ss
Ga rde n
Ma i nt en a nc e

* Therapy for the Mind,
Body and Soul
* Tranquil Setting
* Personalized Blends
* Christmas Gift Certificates
Available

MARINE

Island
Mouldings

CHILD CARE
MEETINGS

School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at the
Pender Islands Elementary School,
on Wednesday, February 9,
commencing at 1pm. Public
Welcome!

Gramma’s house overnight child
care on Salt Spring Island coming
April 2005! Call 250-537-4433 to
reserve your child in advance.
http://saltspringislandchildcare.blo
gspot.com

CAR FOR SALE

1988 300E Mercedes 4-door sedan.
New tires, excellent condition,
$5000 obo. 250-539-3046 (Galiano)

Every Canadian loves
a challenge, right?
On average, each Canadian produces five tonnes of
greenhouse gases a year. Driving, heating and cooling our homes,
using appliances . . . almost anything we do that uses fossil fuels for
energy also creates greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. And these
emissions are causing our climate to change.
Take the One-Tonne Challenge – reduce your energy use and
your GHG emissions by 20%, or one tonne. You’ll save money,
and help to protect our climate and our air quality.

Rick Mercer

Take action on climate change

CCP-04100

Natural Res.

Get your Guide to the One-Tonne Challenge.
Visit climatechange.gc.ca or call
1 800 O-Canada (1 800 622-6232), TTY 1 800 465-7735.

Winter
Dream…

This reflective
picture was shot
by Gail
Neumann of
Salt Spring
Island during
January’s heavy
snow falls and
frequent power
outages on the
West Coast.

Accommodation & Attractions
Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
The Haven B&B

We offer

In Peaceful Victoria

visitors a

better deal!
Our quality accommodation includes:
indoor pool, sauna,
free parking, in-room coffee,
a convenient location
and a warm welcome.
Stay with us.

from

www.islandtides.com
Pender Island, BC

Toll-free in North America

www.soundpassageadventures.com

Whale Watching / Eco-Tours, Winery Tours • Scuba Diving
Charters, Lessons & Rentals • Power & Sailing Charters &
Lessons • Fishing Charters • Kayak & Paddle Boat Rentals •
Corporate Retreats • Water Transportation / Island Hopping

3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC V8Z 3K4
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

1-800-997-6797
* Single occupancy. Subject to availability. Valid to March 31, 2005.
* Single occupancy. Subject to availability. Valid to March 31, 2003

View our rates
online at:

250-629-3920 or
1-877-629-3930

*

www.blueridgeinn.ca

250-598-7015

250-629-3660

SOUND PASSAGE ADVENTURES INC.

39

$

Close to beach, hospital
and university. Organic
breakfasts and private
bathrooms. $40-$60

ADVERTISE!

SERVING SIDNEY AND SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS

page 8 ad here - teachers federation
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Fire/Rescue youth camp
John Wiznuk

row your own’ is the perennial wisdom found by those
who need something yet can't afford to buy it. It’s the
square-shouldered, firm-jawed alternative of the
ruggedly independent. And it is one way that firefighters in the
Gulf Islands are attempting to keep the ranks of volunteer
emergency service providers filled.
Demographics tell the tale on our Gulf Islands. The
desirability of the Islands as a retirement destination, climbing
housing prices—all the changes that have, and are, taking
place—that ensure an increasingly older, well-off population
becoming the majority. This tends to increase the demand for
efficient emergency services while decreasing the number of
young, socially responsible people willing and available to
volunteer those services. This problem has the officers and
administrators of local fire services scratching their heads and
wondering, ‘Where are the volunteers going to come from?’
Mike Dine, Assistant Chief, Pender Island Fire/Rescue, is
approaching the staffing issue from a novel and creative angle;
start young. In concert with Salt Spring Fire/Rescue he has
initiated an annual Gulf Islands Fire/Rescue Youth Camp. The
camp is open to high-school-age, Islands young people, 15 to 20
years, male and female.
The training that these 20 young people will receive at this
camp focuses on basic firefighter skills, search and rescue
techniques, first response medical procedures and working as a
team. The aim is to make it easier for teenagers get to know an
organization that might seem too intimidating to approach.
Fire/Rescue Camp is designed from the start to be a win-win
situation. Participants completing the program will qualify for 4
credits equal to 100 hours work experience hours in their school
year. They have the opportunity to pass certificate courses in
emergency services. They get a job resume entry that is bound to
impress any potential employer. The camp is an important first
step to anyone thinking about a career in emergency services
and a once-in-a-lifetime, fun experience.
And the fire departments hope to gain the most valuable
asset they can find; volunteers willing to share their time and
energy in the service of their community.
Fire/Rescue Camp will be held during spring break, March
29 to April 2. Participants will be living and working together at
Fire Hall #1 on North Pender Island. Two pre-training
Saturdays will be held on Salt Spring prior to the camp. Tuition
fee for the course is $100, and includes all meals and working
clothing. Financial assistance is available. Call Michael Dine,
Assistant Fire Chief, Pender Island Fire/Rescue, 250-629-3400,
for info and application form. Fire/Rescue Camp is supported
by private, community service club and corporate donations and
Mike Dine needs to hear from willing donors to make this
initiative an on-going success story. 0

