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Caught in the headlights. Christa Grace-Warrick (Island Tides owner, publisher, editor and teagirl) and contributor Patrick Brown dancing the winter blahs away at the PI Jazz dance (See
article page 6).

Dam regulations swamp Gardom Pond license
holders
Gardom Pond is a tiny lake behind an earth dam in
the Harbour Hills subdivision on North Pender
Island. It serves the water supply of houses on
Razor Point Road, below the dam, and fire
protection for the subdivision. It was created by
building a dam across an existing wetland in 1977,
during the subdivision’s creation.
June, 2010, saw the collapse of an 80-year-old
earthen dam on Testalinden Creek, near Oliver. The
resultant mudslide destroyed five homes and
orchards and covered part of Highway 97.
A few days after the Testalinden incident, the
provincial government announced plans to carry
out a ‘precautionary’ check on as many as 2,000
other dams in the province.
The Ministry of the Environment stated at that
time that dam maintenance and inspection was the
responsibility of the holder of the water licence, but
that ‘auditing’ the maintenance was the Ministry’s
responsibility.
The amount of inspection and maintenance
required is dependent on the Ministry’s assessment
of the danger of the dam failing, and the
consequences if it does (which depends on houses,
highways, etc, below the dam). A number of dams
in BC as listed as ‘very high’consequence; the

Gardom Pond dam is listed as ‘high’ consequence
along with Buck Lake (the Magic Lake Estates
1200-lot subdivision water supply) and Greenburn
Lake (South Pender), and many others.
The water licenses for Gardom Pond were issued
in 1996 to the owners of the five properties on its
shoreline (including one lot held by TWAM
Developments for the remainder lot in the next
phase of Harbour Hills) and the Pender Island
Parks Commission. The Razor Point Improvement
District opted not to apply for a water license.
In 2009, the license holders were advised that
they would be liable for the completion of a dam
safety review every ten years. A review is due by
August 2011, at a cost of $15,000, plus any needed
repairs or modifications.
The Pender Island Conservancy Association is
supporting the license holders’ application for a
grant to help with these costs. This recognizes that
the pond may have a number of public benefits,
including environmental and hydrological
advantages.
At a meeting on January 9, attended by about
30 Penderites (mainly from Harbour Hills and
Razor Point), the license holders appealed for
public support. 0

is available at these

S ERI OUS COF FE E

Commentary by Patrick Brown

Undebated trade agreement could
turn Canada into a petrostate

The Canadian federal government has, since 2002, been negotiating yet
another ‘free trade’ agreement—this time with the European Union. The
sixth round of negotiations, in Brussels, was scheduled for January 17–21.
These negotiations have been carried out in ‘under the radar’ fashion, with
almost no information provided by the federal government.
A minimum of announcements have been made about the CanadaEuropean Union: Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement
(CETA). Leaked early drafts resemble the stillborn MAI (Multilateral
Agreement on Investment) and NAFTA; globalization still has momentum.
Tariffs on trade with the European Union (EU) range from low to
nonexistent, so why negotiate? The answers lie in the Prime Minister’s tar
sands-centric view of Canada’s economic priorities.

Europe Can’t Ban Tar Sands Products
The proposed agreement would prevent the EU from using its proposed
low-carbon fuel regulations to bar imports of tar-sands petroleum
products. It’s not that a lot of tar sands oil is exported to the EU; but the
Harper government wouldn’t want to encourage any such bans. (California
is already proposing a low-carbon fuel standard, and environmental groups
in the US are lobbying hard against the proposed Keystone XL pipeline,
which would transport tar sands bitumen to the US Gulf Coast for refining.)
In addition, CETA would safeguard the tar sands investments of EUbased oil companies from any Canadian environmental laws that might
restrict development, production, or profits.
Provisions similar to NAFTA’s Chapter 11 might permit foreign
corporations to sue Canadian governments for ‘lost’ revenues.
The proposed CETA would also oppose agricultural subsidies and
CETA, please turn to page 2

locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—Across from the Hospital

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd, CO-OP

Campbell River—Island Highway near Larwood Rd
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New seaplane hub for downtown Vancouver
Vancouver’s commercial seaplane operators are applying to
Port Metro Vancouver to construct a new multi-modal
passenger terminal in Vancouver Harbour to serve
seaplanes, helicopters and any future passenger ferries.
The application is being spearheaded by the Vancouver
Commercial Seaplane Operators’ Association (VCSOA)
representing eight seaplane companies who together
transport 350,000 passengers to and from Vancouver
Harbour annually.
The proposed Harbour
Hub is an alternative to the
proposed construction of a
$22- million seaplane and
marina facility at the north
end of the Vancouver
Trade and Convention
Centre Expansion.
=6G7DJG=J7
The Convention Centre
proposal would add at
least $24 to ticket prices for every passenger taking a return
seaplane trip to and from Vancouver Harbour in order to
create profits for the private-sector developer, says VCSOA.
That proposal also offers no viable passenger pick-up and
drop-off and has no immediate connection to public transit.
‘The Harbour Hub will be one of the most innovative and
integrated seaplane terminals on the continent,’ said Greg
McDougall, CEO of Harbour Air and President of the
VCSOA. ‘We will operate cooperatively as a non-profit
society. Our terminal will not only provide a better
passenger experience than the $22-million terminal being
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AT POINT ATKINSON
JANUARY/FEBRUARY

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

26
WE

0339
0952
1724

9.2
15.4
4.3

2.8
4.7
1.3

3
TH

0630
1210
1705
2352

15.1
9.8
13.1
3.6

4.6
3.0
4.0
1.1

27
TH

0041
0448
1034
1823

12.5
10.8
14.8
3.6

3.8
3.3
4.5
1.1

FR

4

0653
1247
1750

15.1
9.2
12.8

4.6
2.8
3.9

28
FR

0219
0621
1122
1924

13.1
11.8
14.1
3.3

4.0
3.6
4.3
1.0

SA

5

0024
0715
1323
1836

4.3
15.1
8.5
12.5

1.3
4.6
2.6
3.8

29
SA

0331
0759
1222
2022

14.1
12.1
13.8
3.0

4.3
3.7
4.2
0.9

SU

6

0053
0736
1359
1925

5.2
14.8
7.9
12.1

1.6
4.5
2.4
3.7

30
SU

0424
0917
1328
2115

14.4
12.1
13.5
2.6

4.4
3.7
4.1
0.8

7
MO

0123
0758
1437
2019

6.6
14.8
7.2
11.8

2.0
4.5
2.2
3.6

31
MO

0505
1011
1433
2202

14.8
11.5
13.5
2.6

4.5
3.5
4.1
0.8

8
TU

0153
0819
1516
2123

7.5
14.4
6.6
11.5

2.3
4.4
2.0
3.5

1
TU

0538
1054
1529
2243

15.1
11.2
13.5
2.6

4.6
3.4
4.1
0.8

9
WE

0226
0843
1559
2245

8.9
14.1
5.9
11.5

2.7
4.3
1.8
3.5

2

0606
1133
1619
2319

15.1
10.5
13.5
3.0

4.6
3.2
4.1
0.9

10
TH

0303
0909
1646

10.2
14.1
5.6

3.1
4.3
1.7

WE

AT FULFORD HARBOUR
JANUARY/FEBRUARY

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

26
WE

0240
0919
1701

7.2
11.5
3.0

2.2
3.5
0.9

27
TH

0059
0340
0951
1758

8.9
8.5
11.2
2.3

2.7
2.6
3.4
0.7

28
FR

0238
0514
1030
1834

9.8
9.5
10.8
2.0

3.0
2.9
3.3
0.6

SA

29
SA

0339
0720
1118
1947

10.5
9.8
10.5
2.0

3.2
3.0
3.2
0.6

SU

30
SU

0424
0856
1218
2036

10.8
9.8
10.5
1.6

3.3
3.0
3.2
0.5

31
MO

0502
0953
1319
2119

11.2
9.5
10.2
1.6

3.4
2.9
3.1
0.5

1
TU

0535
1035
1417
2159

11.2
9.2
10.2
2.0

3.4
2.8
3.1
0.6

2

0603
1112
1511
2235

11.2
8.9
9.8
2.3

3.4
2.7
3.0
0.7

WE

Tide Table Courtesy of

On Time & On Budget

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

3

0627
1148
1603
2309

11.2
8.2
9.5
2.6

3.4
2.5
2.9
0.8

4
FR

0648
1224
1655
2341

10.8
7.5
9.2
3.3

3.3
2.3
2.8
1.0

5

0706
1301
1749

10.8
6.9
8.9

3.3
2.1
2.7

6

0012
0723
1338
1848

3.9
10.8
6.2
8.5

1.2
3.3
1.9
2.6

7
MO

0042
0740
1416
1954

4.9
10.8
5.6
8.2

1.5
3.3
1.7
2.5

8

0111
0758
1456
2113

5.9
10.5
4.9
8.2

1.8
3.2
1.5
2.5

9
WE

0139
0816
1538
2257

6.9
10.5
4.6
8.2

2.1
3.2
1.4
2.5

10
TH

0206
0835
1625

7.9
10.5
3.9

2.4
3.2
1.2

TH

TU

proposed by a private developer, but we will build it for
substantially less,’ said McDougall. ‘We can build Vancouver
a new tourist attraction and at the same time insulate our
customers and operators from unnecessary fees and rate
hikes.’
The Harbour Hub will be located on the eastern side of
Canada Place, connecting directly to all aspects of
Vancouver’s public transit system, including the Canada
Line, and Vancouver International
Airport.
‘Seaplane operators just can’t
absorb the unnecessary costs of the
$22-million terminal now being
proposed by a private developer at
the Convention Centre site,’ said
Mike Quinn, Vice-president of the
VCOSA and owner of Whistler Air.
‘Our industry believes the Harbour
Hub is a better solution for British
Columbians and the seaplane industry.’
Despite being slated for development for over five years,
the developer of the proposed for-profit terminal at the
Convention Centre has to date been unable to secure any
seaplane industry tenants.
‘Anything that adds unnecessary costs to floatplane travel
hurts the residents of the Gulf Islands and the island
economy,’ said Philip Reece, director of Salt Spring Air. ‘The
Harbour Hub is the solution to keeping ticket prices
affordable.’ 0
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‘Oil spills do not stop at international boundaries’
This is the message in a letter sent by the Islands Trust and
Washington State’s San Juan County to the Canadian and
US governments requesting action on the prevention of and
response to oil spills in the transboundary waters that
surround the Gulf Islands and the San Juan Islands.
Currently, contact between the two nations takes the
form of a Co-operative Vessel Traffic Service agreement
covering Puget Sound, the Strait of Georgia, Haro Strait,
Rosario Strait, and the Strait of Juan de Fuca.
The letter proposes building on that agreement, and on
US legislation in 2010 that places special emphasis on
reviewing with Canada: tug escorts for oil tankers,
emergency towing, and spill response. It urges that the two
Coast Guards place ‘top priority’ on addressing these issues
in 2011/2012.
The letter points out that, in 2009, there were over
10,000 transits by large cargo and tank vessels in these
waters. This includes 607 tankers entering the Strait of Juan
de Fuca bound for Washington ports or refineries, 204
tankers entering the strait bound for Canadian ports, and

3,569 tank barge transits in Puget Sound, not to mention
large numbers of ferry transits on both sides of the border.
The Islands Trust letter refers to a number of recent
reports, indicating that the Canadian Coast Guard is illprepared to respond to oil spills; and also that new US Coast
Guard regulations for maritime salvage and firefighting for
oil tankers came into effect in January, 2010.
The Islands Trust includes 23 major islands and more
than 450 smaller islands; San Juan County includes 172
named islands and over 408 miles of shoreline in Puget
Sound.
The two local government bodies signed a Transborder
Agreement in 2007, to work together on common issues.
Both have made oil spill risks, and maritime safety, areas of
emphasis in 2011.
Besides the senior governments, the December letter was
also sent to Members of Parliament, Senators,
Reprentatives, First Nations on both sides of the border,
shipping and maritime organizations, BC municipal
associations, and environmental organizations. 0
CETA from page 1

quotas (eggs, dairy products?), open Canadian public
services and infrastructure to privatization by EU-based
companies, and enforce corporate control of food products
through ’regulatory co-operation’.
From the European point of view, CETA would provide
access to needed Canadian raw materials. Once more,
Canada’s function becomes ‘hewer of wood, drawer of
water’ as a petro-state. Canada would mine oil, making
profits for foreign companies. Canada would export oil and
import sophisticated products and services.
This is not a strategy which will increase either the
quantity or quality of opportunities for Canadians. The
result: an intellectually limited Canada with the mentality
of an economic colony.
CETA has not been raised in Parliament, so there has
been no debate. The effect of this ‘trade’ agreement may be
to enact policies in Canada which, were they attempted in
legislation, would bring on the government’s certain defeat.
A more detailed analysis on the effects of CETA can be
downloaded from our ‘Reprints’; www.islandtides.com,
Back Issues & Reprints, Canadian Politics, CETA Trade
Agreement. 0

We offer

visitors a

better deal!
Our quality accommodation includes:
indoor pool, sauna,
free parking, in-room coffee,
a convenient location
and a warm welcome.
Stay with us.

55
39

$

from

*

3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC V8Z 3K4
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

1-800-997-6797
www.blueridgeinn.ca
* Single
occupancy.
Subject
Valid
to March
31, 2011.
* Single
occupancy.
Subjecttotoavailability.
availability. Valid
to March
31, 2003

A Truly Island Home

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker
250-537-9710

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca

Build your Dream • Build it Green
Prefab custom home packages

866-352-5503

• Qualified builders available

• Visit one of our island show homes

www.mandalahomes.com

• Off grid options

info@mandalahomes.com

Join us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/MandalaHomes
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Food For Thought ~ Brian Crumblehulme

Iconic Foods:Your Daily Bread & Drinking America

T

hough, historically, icons were images
and statues, any representational
object which becomes imbued with
great significance could be termed iconic.
Given that food and drink are vital for the
continuance of life, foods too can assume the
mythic qualities of icons.
Bread is perhaps the quintessential
iconic food. It stands for all that is powerful
in civilizations and it stands for life. To make
bread you must first grow and harvest grain.
Hence it distinguishes between the huntergatherer and the farmer.
Bread is so rich in carbohydrates and
proteins that it became the stable diet for
countless cultures and the annual rituals of
sowing and harvesting took on religious
significance. Grains can be stored for winter
use and even kept for extended periods
against times of famine, and they are easy
to carry.
Making bread requires threshing,
milling, kneading, and the ritual of baking
by fire to transform it into good tasty food.
Around the world, grains such as corn,
millet, oats, rye and barley serve to make a
variety of breads and cakes, but the primary
grain has always been wheat. From north
Africa through Europe to central and south
Asia, wheat means bread—in China far
more wheat is grown than rice.
Wheat grain milled into flour and mixed
with water becomes a sticky mass of dough.
Sticky because wheat grain contains four
albumin proteins that absorb water until
they become gelatinous—the same glutinin

proteins to which some people become pathogens acquired along the way were
killed during the baking process.
sensitive.
In the third century BCE, Alexandra of
Just when the process of leavening was
discovered is obscure but it is easy to Macedon invaded Egypt and established the
imagine that when wheat grains coated with Ptolemy dynasty and it was during this
wild yeast molds are mixed into a warm period that making bread and brewing beer
dough and kept for a few hours before became symbiotic businesses when the
baking, there is a good chance that some of yeasty foam on the top of the beer was used
to start the fermentation
those yeast molds
of the wheat dough.
will begin to
By 80BCE Roman
multiply
and
travellers to the Nile delta
produce bubbles
recorded the innovation
of carbon dioxide
of the rounded beehive
gas which when
shaped brick ovens and
baked into a loaf
quality, crusty, tasty
render it light,
loaves had come into
tasty and chewy in
being.
preference to the
Throughout all this
hard,
biscuity
classical period breads in
flatbreads.
The
earliest Island loaves.
Photo: Brian Haller many forms became the
staple diet at the centre of
references
to
yeast-risen bread come from early classical a meal. Since Neolithic times, entire
Greece and they were referred to as Athens populations living in farms and villages
survived periods of scarcity because they
loaves.
Grains and legumes were also the basic had a store of grain to supplement their diet.
ingredients in pottages and with the Bread was held in such high esteem that in
addition of a few wild herbs, roots, birds or Roman times breaking the first loaf of bread
fish created a hearty meal. Once again, a together at mealtimes became ritualized
bowl of thick wheaty pottage kept for a few and everyone partaking of the meal became
days in a warm climate would also become a ‘co panion,’ from the Latin word ‘pani’
a perfect medium for airborne yeast molds meaning bread. A 'companion' then became
and before very long, it too was bubbling that person or group with whom one shares
with carbon dioxide and if reheated and one’s life—literally.
In religious history, breads of various
cooked by the fire would set into a meal-inone cake that was tasty and safe because any sorts found their way to becoming iconic so

that to touch or to eat this bread somehow
re-enacted part of the mythology and raised
the meaning from symbol to icon.
In several cultures, the dead were given
bread to nourish them in the next world and
bread came to stand for spiritual
nourishment beyond its corporeal necessity.
With the enormous variety of foods
available today it is hard to relate to the
value of such mundane stuff as bread. But a
little reflection will soon discover that if the
grain harvests failed for even a couple of
years, the primary source of much of our
diet will once again be in jeopardy.
Let’s use a modern example to clarify this
theme of food as iconic. Since time began
people have organized their lives to be near
water. They have also created countless
tasty beverages, So there seems no good
reason why anyone outside the US should
long to drink Coca Cola but they do. Why?
Coke is a branded cultural export—its look
and taste are the same regardless of
location. That taste has become an
obtainable, iconic part of the longed-for
American lifestyle. People who aspire to live
like Americans can taste America by
drinking Coke—drinking America. 0
LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that Tania
Pearse and Anthony Dalton
Pearse of Mayne Island, BC,
intend to make application to
Ministry of Natural Resource
Operations (MNRO), West
Coast Service Centre, for a
Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown land located
adjoining Lot 36, Sec 10,
Cowichan District, Campbell
Bay, Mayne Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1413471.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Natural Resource
Operations at 142 - 2080
Labieux Rd, Nanaimo, BC, V9T
6J9, or emailed to: Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by
MNRO until April 4, 2011.
MNRO may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit the
NMRO website:
www.al.gov.bc.ca/clad/land
_prog_services/programs.html
under the link: Applications &
Reasons for Decision for more
information.
Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor.

When your child chooses science, they’re choosing more than a rewarding career.
They’re choosing to contribute, achieve and have their thinking recognized. And to start
them off right, we’re even offering one potential scientist a $25,000 scholarship.
To learn more, visit yearofsciencebc.ca

Application Area

NANAIMO

More daily flights home from the Mainland
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com

VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT
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SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

get to sleep again! After disturbed sleep, you wake up to a
very large freighter moored directly outside your house with
generators vibrating all-day-long, loud clanging noises
when they are maintaining the vessels and even more
intrusive: testing of fog horns and abandon ship drills.
These vessels can stay with you sometimes a week or
more, you breath a sigh of relief when they leave thinking
you can get a good night’s sleep at last and, yes, guess what
… at 2am in the morning.
This is now a regular occurrence for people who live on
Pender Island, Mayne and Saturna and I have wondered
what bylaw protects us against this increased and constant
noise and light intrusion?
Freighters in Plumper Sound have been an ongoing
concern for many years. There have been five moorings for
over twenty years but recently the increased regular usage
of these moorings is causing many Gulf Islanders concern.
New Park Still Needs Money
Since September of 2010, most days have on average three
Dear Editor:
moorings occupied.
The CRD land purchase to complete Brooks Point Regional
The vessels are not only a major intrusion on the people
Park on South Pender (Island Tides January 13) is a
who live around Plumper Sound, the environmental
surprise victory for conservation-minded Islanders and
concerns have been debated and documented on many
visitors alike. The regional park now stretches from the
occasions.
headland of Brooks Point to the light on Gowlland Point.
These include, in 1995, a Seaspan barge capsized and
After the purchase of the
dumped 3,500 tonnes of gypsum into
Western Forest Products land
Plumper Sound. The gypsum was
depleted the CRD’s Land
being unloaded from the freighter
Acquisition Fund in March 2010,
Jacques Cartier.
the chances of acquiring the land
The power cable from Saturna to
to complete Brooks Point seemed
Pender Island was damaged by a
at best remote. However, the
freighter’s anchor. It took five days to
balance was tipped by the
repair the cable and restore power
combined persistence of The
through that link.
Land Conservancy (TLC), CRD
November 2009, a freighter
Director Ken Hancock, and the
slipped its anchor and landed on rocks
Pender Islands Conservancy
near Mayne Island. This vessel holds
Association (PICA), which
1.5 million gallons of fuel.
orchestrated an impressive letterJanuary 2010, another freighter
writing campaign, and Brooks
slipped its anchor and had to be
Point Regional Park is now a
assisted by a tug.
reality. That’s the good news.
Islands
Trust
have
been
The not so good news is that,
corresponding with Transport Canada
in order to take this bold step, the
and the Honourable John Baird, who
CRD had to borrow the
was then the federal Minister of
$1,650,000 appraised purchase
Transport. Resulting from the letters
price from the CRD land
Photo: Marie Beaudoin sent by Islands Trust, I was excited to
acquisition fund income over the
read correspondence that stated there
Waiting for the swallows. Have you
next five years. TLC helped make cleaned your nestbox, yet?
would be a restriction on vessels
this possible by agreeing to raise
during October to April and strict
the $216,525 interest costs to cover this loan. TLC in advisory conditions applied.
cooperation with PICA must now initiate a fundraising
However, it is with dismay that I have to report that since
campaign to meet these interest costs.
this Advisory was applied, we have experienced a
The CRD has indicated they will be seeking public input substantial increase (not decrease) during the months in
in developing a park management plan. Maintaining the which Transport of Canada quoted there would be
ecological integrity of Gowlland Point must be the key restrictions.
guiding principle for the plan. The involvement of PICA and
We have also personally sighted freighters on the #4 and
TLC will help promote a conservation focus for this #3 moorings (opposite our house) slipping anchors during
ecological treasure. Support for PICA and the TLC’s the storms in November and December 2010 and although
fundraising efforts will strengthen our voice in keeping not in a direction that would be a danger to the
Brooks Point pristine for generations to come.
environment, it meant we monitored something that the
Paul Petrie, South Pender Island new Advisory should have prevented.
I know that I am not alone with concerns on the
Freighter Light & Noise Pollution in
environmental
issues and definitely not the only Gulf Island
Plumper Sound
resident
that
is
experiencing frustration with the daytime
Imagine if your neighbour decided to start chainsawing at
and
evening
noise
and light pollution. Can someone please
2am in the morning and they have floodlights, which
explain
why
the
rules
say that these freighters can navigate
happens to be shining directly into your bedroom window.
with
only
three
lights
but, when moored, they have to turn
With this situation you have some protection through the
on
numerous
lights,
that include very high-powered
CRD Noise Bylaw and can report it to the authorities.
floodlights.
Now imagine another scenario. It is 2am in the morning
The Gulf Islands are well known for their peace and
and you are abruptly woken by metal chains dragging
tranquillity and locals are accustomed to pitch darkness
through an empty metal container, the noise echoes over all
with no street lights or light pollution in the evenings. For
the Outer Gulf Islands. This is followed by a long continuous
nearly three months now I can honestly say that I have
rumble of engines, floodlights are turned on which
experienced an infringement to that peace and tranquillity
illuminates your bedroom and the generator powering these
as well as disrupted sleep.
lights creates a constant throbbing. You then have to try to
Dear Editor:
Galiano parents and caregivers could be denying themselves
of any rights they might have to claim damages or
compensations in the case that accidents occur during the
water taxi conveyancing of students to and from Salt Spring.
They have not demanded that the school district use the
safer route and harbour available. They therefore are
responsible for the unnecessary exposure of students to
increased danger.
Galiano adults should demand that Montague Harbour
be used as the port for Galiano students travelling by water
taxi to schooling on Salt Spring Island.
The safer route was used for six years in the past and
should be reinstated.
Jim Macdonald, Galiano Island
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Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

SINGLE EVENT: $31.50 , With image $36.75 (max 45 words)
MULTI-VENUE: $42, With image $47.25 (70 words) Credit Cards

Feb 8, 12, 19, 25 & Mar 11

Fri, Feb 4 & Sats, Feb 5 & 12

Orchard Mason Bees and Other Native Pollinating
Bees talks by Gord Hutchings—This is the time of year to
take up beekeeping: bee condos, literature, displays • FEB 8:
Metchosin Garden Club; FEB 12: Mayne Island Conservancy
Society, www.conservancyonmayne.com, FEB 19: Display at
Seedy Saturday at Victoria Conference Centre; FEB 20:
Comox
Valley
Naturalist
Society,
www.comoxvalleynaturalist.bc.ca; FEB 25: Metchosin Talk
and Walk Series, racerocks.ca/metchosinmarine/greenblue.htm;
MaR 11: Saltspring Island Conservancy, 7pm.
www.saltspringconservancy.ca • Info: Gord Hutchings,
sites.google.com/site/hutchingsbeeservice • METCHOSIN,
MAYNE, VICTORIA, COMOX VALLEY, METCHOSIN, SALT
SPRING

3rd annual Islands Mosaic Music Festival—MayNE,
FEB 4, Agricultural Hall, 7:30pm: Open Mic; 8pm ‘No Shi!t
Shirleys’ (with Samantha Taylor)—innovative arrangements
of traditional world music; visual art show by local artist.
PENdER, FEB 5, 2pm: Calliope—celtic, folk & world roots;
3pm Lantern Festival presentation; 4pm, Penny Sidor, vocal
improvisation workshop; 7pm ,The No Sh!t Shirleys; visual
arts show by local artists, . PENdER, FEB 12: 2pm, Clarice Pat
& Bryce, children’s music and storytelling; 3pm PI-Jazz band;
4pm, Wallabee Indeed—Oscar
Kempe & Friends; 7pm,
Beatles cover band The
Sutcliffes, dance •, Community
Hall • Afternoon performances
free, evening performances
$10 • Info: Pat Smith 250629-6219 • ON PENDER &
MAYNE ISLANDS

Saturday, Jan 29 & Sunday, Feb 6
Pender Film Group Screenings—SaT, JaN 29: The
Social Network (2010)—the story of the founders of
Facebook; SuN, FEB 6: 1pm matinée, The Sound of Music
(1965)—bring the whole family and sing-a-long to this classic
musical • Community Hall • 7:30pm unless otherwise noted •
Admission by donation • Info: www.penderislands.org • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Last Saturday night, a potluck dinner to honour Roy and
Marie Barrow was held at the Community Hall. Lots and
lots of people came to take the opportunity to wish Roy and
Marie well as they move to their new home in Sidney.
Several people remarked that it was great to have the
opportunity to tell Roy and Marie how much they meant to
them.
After two, ten-foot tables of potluck offerings were
consumed by the more than 70 people the party was off and
rolling. Everybody had a fine
story to tell about Roy and
Marie and if they couldn’t
come, they sent letters to be
read out.
Roy is one of those
storytelling people mixed in
with being hard-working,
capable and inventive. He has
a strong sense of himself and
a outlook of enjoying life as it
rolls it along. His enjoyment
of people is obvious and
curiosity about almost
everything is apparent.
Photo: John Cant
There was lots of laughter
Roy & Marie Barrow, left, enjoy their party.
as Roy was portrayed by all

The really frustrating thing is that I cannot go and knock
on the freighter’s door and ask them to turn off some of the
lights or shut off their generator until morning (I have that
option for an inconsiderate chainsaw user).
The other difference is that we know it is not going to
stop after a few hours (the person chainsawing would
eventually get tired), it is here for the duration and then
another will probably replace it.
Obviously, the ideal solution would be a complete ban of
vessels in Plumper Sound, this would protect a beautiful
natural area and also take away the stress from local
residents. This is something that is being argued separately.
Some solutions that could help in the meantime:Restrict the number of freighters allowed to moor at the
same time. This would allow circulation of the mooring
points and lessen the noise and light pollution on the nearby
residents.
Lessen the number of lights when the vessels are
moored. If a moving freighter is safe with only three
navigation lights, we are certain that a stationery freighter
can be safe with less than 20 lights and floodlights.

SHORELINE
DESIGN

terrain
• Fully insured
• Excellent
references

Peter Christenson • 250-629-8386
www.shorelinedesign.ca
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Gordon’s Homes

Your Gulf Island Experts in New and Used
Modular and Manufactured Homes.

This new modern design is like no other you have seen.
Loaded with options it is deﬁnitely worth a look! Enjoy the
freedom of Modular living today. We have an experienced
team of experts from design to delivery to help you every step
of the way. Over 40 years in business. Call us today.

Gordon’s Homes
1985 South Wellington Rd, Nanaimo

1-800-616-1291

gorhomes@shaw.ca

!

Independent
Dental Hygiene
in a relaxed setting
Registered Dental Hygienists
offering:
• scaling • root planing
• polishing • whitening
• other services

access
over steep
acc
& rugged

SATURNA, please turn to page 7

Ban foghorn testing, sounds echo in Plumper Sound and
a freighters foghorn resonates over all the islands. One
extended test caused so much concern that RCMP received
numerous calls.
My reason for documenting this is that I have decided to
voice my concerns and will be copying this to to Minister of
Transport, Pacific Pilotage Authority, Clare Frater of Island
Trust and CRD to prompt the question: ‘What protection
do residents of the Gulf Islands have?’
We look forward to hearing feedback regarding my
comments above.
Tilly & Keith Smith, Pender Island 0

• Specializing
in water
Spe
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islandtides@islandtides.com • 250-629-3660
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Speaking of varieties of people,
Islands are a great place for
contemplation of different
approaches to life and living.
Some people’s lives thread
luxuriously through the
community at many levels.
They do what they do in the
day-to-day sense but mostly
they are valued by everyone for their goodness.

Salish Sea-wide Visibility
For Your Event

el

Pot Luck dinner

‘What’s On?’

K

Last Sunday a Gulf Island ‘chinook’ must have rolled
through. It was 12ºC! At Recycling, people seemed smiley
and sort of relaxed—almost languid! The crowd sitting on
the sofa and chairs on the porch of the store, watching the
world go by, were gay as they chatted and kibitzed with
customers coming up the stairs.
That combo of sun, warmth, and softness sent any
human with a shred of gardening instinct wandering to
check the progress of the snowdrops, and to forage among
the daffodil sprouts, removing grass bits so that they come
up all alike with no irritating weeds to chide the gardener’s
view. The state of the surviving parsley clumps is
considered; their tattered parts tidied. Is it too early to
throw those sprouting potatoes into the ground?
Oops! The weather changed back to 3ºC! The gardening
instinct has evaporated. Now, duty and responsibility
replace urge and instinct if any gardening goes forward.
That mud is now right cold, the parsley looks as cold as my
hands feel, and the spring bulbs, while full of promise, seem
to have gone back to slow growth—waiting for next time the
air is soft, the mud warmed ever so slightly, and we fairweather gardeners are wandering our paths, smiling.
Helen Chestnut, Brian Crumblehume, and Carol Money,
our local gardening columnists, are full of spunk,
anticipation, and commonsense. They are already reporting
that their gardens are weeded and limed, and their orchards
pruned. They have already sat by the fireside in their
easychairs, when the wintery gusts doth blow, and made
wise and thoughtful choices of seeds to be ordered for
planting—right now—in their sterilized and completely
cleaned glass frames or greenhouses.
Sigh, I need a gardening column for gardeners like me!
Hugely inspired when the sun shines, largely unplanned,
with a good accumulation of knowledge about iron-clad
veggies that will grow under
any conditions, plus a a
routine for a selection of can’tlive-without veggies. Hmm!
Maybe gardeners—like seeds
in packets—come in varietals,
too!

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands

e

Priscilla Ewbank
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DOCKBUILDINGCOMPONENTS&ACCESSORIES

PI JAZZ—You Made Me Love You

Andrea Spalding

A
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“IfItFlowsͲWeGoWithIt!” 

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
MOORINGBUOYS&REGULATORY
BUOYSFOAMͲFILLED

x

FLOATATION
DOCKKITS
FRAMEHDW.
LADDERS
BUMPERS
CLEATS
GALV.STEEL
FRAMES
DECKING&
MORE

FOAM-FILLED FLOATATION
MOLDED & CUSTOM
DOCK&DECKBOXES

WholesaleDistributorstoContractors&DIY’sforover40years

DEALEROPPORTUNITIESAVAILABLE

Call Us Toll Free For Quotes On
• Homeowners
• Commercial

• Farm
• Bed & Breakfasts

SALT SPRING ISLAND:
Mike Garside • 250-537-5527
1103–115 Fulford-Ganges Road

SIDNEY:
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
A2–9769 Fifth Street

BRENTWOOD BAY:
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
7178 W. Saanich Rd

OAK BAY:
Gary Law • 250-592-5544
112-2187 Oak Bay Avenue

autoplan

SAANICHTON:
DAN OLIVE • 1-877-633-0877
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd., 2-7855 East Saanich Road

www.seafirstinsurance.com

Rainwater Harvesting Systems
A B O V E & B E L O W G RO U ND A P PL I C A T I O N S
FEATURING

world leading
brands

NEW!

Wholesale Distributors to Contractors & DIY’s for over 40 years
DEALER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

s the various song titles exhorted, last Saturday
Add door prizes, swing dance demonstrations, and even
Penderites fell in love with PI-Jazz and were a lesson on dance steps from Jesse and Virginia Bowen
instantly ‘In the Mood’ to stomp, boogie and ‘Swing (Bowen Plumbing, see Bulletin Board), and you get the idea.
Swang Swung’ their way through a very classy night. The The night was packed and kept flowing by EmCee Bruce
event was the first PI-Jazz dance at the Community Hall McConchie. To paraphrase Cole Porter, it was a delightful,
where Pender’s community big
delicious, de-lovely dance that we
band played three energetic sets
hope will be the first of many.
that kept everyone dancing.
The only sad note of the evening
Under the able leadership of
was the absence of the band’s
Don Thompson, sixteen band
original drummer, Jim Pugh, who
members presented a varied
was admitted to hospital the day
program that included jazz
before the gig. We all send warm
classics such as ‘Stomping at the
wishes for a speedy recovery. Many
Savoy’ and ‘Fly Me to the Moon’,
thanks to Jesse Bowen, who filled in
and ended with the lovely lyrical
at such short notice.
Chuck Mangione piece ‘Chase the
PI-Jazz is a community band so
Clouds Away’—Debussy meets
if you live on Pender, love jazz, can
Ellington?
play an instrument, and are willing
It was a grand night. The hall
to attend regular weekly rehearsals,
looked elegant with blue and
meet at the Pender School on
white decorations and strings of
Wednesday
nights,
7-9pm.
LED lights creating atmosphere
Trombone players would be
and ambience. Downstairs, we
particularly welcome.
were made comfortable with Zorah Staar sings with PI JAZZ
The name PI-Jazz was used
tables at which to sit out and
formally at this event for the first
catch our breath, a cash bar, and sophisticated plates of hors time. It was chosen by the band members from a list of
d’oeuvres available. Upstairs the dance floor was hopping. suggestions submitted by audience members at last year’s
(Massive thanks to whoever came up with the bright idea of Jazz-in-the-Garden event. Pender Islander Margaret
dancing upstairs. The wooden floor was so much kinder to Vergette coined PI-Jazz. Thanks Margaret. You will be
our tootsies than the concrete slab downstairs.)
receiving two free tickets to this summer’s Jazz-in-theThe PI-Jazz sound was augmented with some talented Garden.
vocals. Dana McConchie and Zorah Staar joined them for
Fans of the band can keep an eye out for more PI-Jazz
several numbers, individually and together. Before the show events, on other Islands, too. It will be part of the Island
and during the intermission, we were entertained (on the Mosaic Festival in February (on Pender and Mayne, see also
stairs) by a close-harmony a capella quartet: Dana and story page 8), they will play on Saturna in March, and, of
Bruce McConchie, Michael Pelletier and Kelly Dine.
course, in June for the third annual Jazz-in-the-Garden . 0

A Book of Discovery ~

C

ampbell River—Gateway to the Inside Passage is a
lavishly illustrated large format book that is a ‘must
have’ for people who think they might visit the upIsland town, for people who will never visit, and even for
people who live there now. Writer Ian
Douglas and photographer Boomer
Jerritt have melded facts, folks, and
flavour to tell us what’s fascinating about
the town itself, and the islands that form
a barrier across the north end of the Strait
of Georgia.
The book starts with the iconic image
of Campbell River—fishing boats moored
in the harbour, their tangle of masts,
gear, and radio antennae mirrored in the
quiet waters of the early morning. It
continues with the channels, passages,
and inlets of Discovery Passage and
Desolation Sound—defining the location
and the culture of both Campbell River
and the islands.
As the reader progresses through the chapters about the
town itself, about Quadra Island, Cortes Island, and the
GF<KJ:FM<G<E;<I@JC8E;9:

Please her on Valentine’s...
...we supply the oysters!
1 nigh
nightt in an ocean
oceanview
view lodge rroom,
oom,
a rromantic
omantic dinner for
for 2 plus V
Valentine's
alentine's surprises
Package
P
ackage price just $269*

GULF ISLANDS WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Whole-house Treatment
• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

* add an extra night for $99
* Chocolate/Clay Body Wrap and Swedish Massage
Combo $149

Stay with us and enter to win
50% off your package!

outer islands of Marina, Read, Sonora, Maurelle, Sturt, and
the Rendezvous Islands (ever wondered who lives there,
and what they do?) a multitude of anecdotes illustrate
what’s unique about this part of the coast.
For each place, there are landmarks,
events, and people; the arts (chainsaw
sculpture, anyone?), the landscape (and
seascape) from the beaches and from the
air. The islands and Strathcona Park; fish
stories and ferry stories. Ripple Rock
(remember the world’s largest nonatomic explosion?)
Quadra Islanders are known as
‘Quadrapods’; Cortes Islanders as
‘Cortesians’.
Of course that’s not all—the history of
the area, besides fishing, includes
adventures in farming, logging,
sawmilling, and mining as the early
settlers tried to scratch out a life from the
land and the sea. That history also
includes the First Nations, their villages, their art, their
potlatch culture, yesterday’s battles and today’s
communities. It’s all here, and eminently readable.
There’s a good map—given the complex mosaic of land
and water, an essential point of reference. And the
photographs are good for many an evening’s browsing in a
winter armchair.
But discovery is the real focus of this magnificently
illustrated volume. It’s a gateway in itself, and at the end of
the book there is specific information on how to get there,
where to stay, and oysters.
‘Campbell River – Gateway to the Inside Passage’; Ian
Douglas, with photographs by Boomer Jerritt; Harbour
Publishing; $34.95. 0

ECO FIR FLOORING

premium flooring from the gulf islands

premium wide plank vg
fir from 100% salvaged

REMOVE:

old growth timber
5" to 9" random widths.

Iron / Odour / Bacteria /
Hardness / Arsenic
250-412-1110 • 604- 630-1114 • 524 William Street, Victoria
250-339-6914 Comox Valley

www.watertiger.net

Book Review by Patrick Brown

www.poetscove.com1-888-512-7638

250-539-3211
604-377-5385
www.ecofir.com
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MARINE

AUTOMOTIVE
Pick-Upfrom
SwartzBayFerry Terminal&
VictoriaAirport

Monthlyfrom$625
Weeklyfrom$205
Mentionthisadfordiscount

Rent

QualityPre-Owned
Cars&Minivans

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788
terry@gsaautorentals.com
www.gsaautorentals.com

FOR RENT
Pender Island studio or office
space. Internet/Cable/Phone/Hydo
available. Woodstove & baseboard
heat. Kitchenette & full bathroom.
Quiet setting, ocean view,
woodstove. Non-smoking. $350$400/month+ (negotiable) 250629-3137
Galiano furnished 2bdr 1500 sq.ft
cedar panabode on 8.6 acres,
$1050/m incl. internet, avail Feb. 1,
weekly or short/long term monthly
rental. Call Danielle 778-960-1289
Pender Island, Schooner at
Pirates. 3 bedrooms, 1-1/2
bathrooms, woodstove. No pets,
no smoking. Prefer mature quiet
tenants. $900 plus utilities. 250-

Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up
also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

REAL ESTATE
Cortes Island - 72.5 acres. 10 acre
shares. Dramatic water views.
$80,000 per share. Dick Hayes
250-935-6612

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at Salt
Spring Island Middle School,
Wednesday, February 9, 2011
commencing at 1pm. To view the
agenda
for
this
meeting:
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html
Public Welcome!

Advertise
250-629-3660
islandtides@islandtides.com

MILLER
On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings
• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599

PLUMBING SERVICES
New Construction
Renovations

Pumps, Filters,
UV Lights
Rainwater Collection
Docks & Marina
250-537-4850

- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

WAHL MARINE LTD.

MOVED
HOMES

135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

BE BOLD - GO GREEN
Character, Custom &
Contemporary Buildings

250-474-7325
20+ years experience
Metal roofs & torch-on
Excellent references.
BBB, Licensed, Insured,
WCB, Visa, M/C.

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

www.soarecontracting.com

GETAWAYS

D. A. SMITHSON & SONS

For your Victoria getaway: fully
modern furnished one level heritage
downtown loft. Trendy location steps
to inner harbour, Chinatown,
shopping,
entertainment:
www.victoriavacationapartment.com
Quadra Island Getaway Cabin for 2.
Private, panoramic, peaceful..
Outdoor soaker tub with view,
kitchen and all amenities. Winter
rates. www.lunavista.ca

Climate change action workshops
Green Party Leader Elizabeth May is calling for a massive public
mobilization this year, in the lead up to the next UN Climate Summit,
COP 17 (the 17th Conference of the Parties), to be held in Durban,
South Africa in December.
The last UN climate summit resulted in an agreement that kept
the Kyoto Protocol as an option, reports May. This outcome occurred
despite objections by Canada, the US, Russia, and Japan.
Negotiating parties also agreed that industrialized nations would
undertake ‘deep emissions cuts’ to keep the rise of global average
temperatures to no more than 1.5ºC above pre-industrial times.
Despite this, the possibility of a weaker agreement also remains
an option, which the Harper government will undoubtedly be
pushing to implement, says May. Throughout 2011, May will hold a
series of climate campaign trainings for concerned citizens across
Canada. The first will be a workshop on February 7, in Saanich on
how to organize climate campaigns and movements, phone 778426-4494 for location and details.
‘Hope is back on the table this year for our climate and the planet.
But it’s tenuous, as the Harper government will undoubtedly be up
to its incessant anti-environmental shenanigans to sabotage
international and national progress against climate change. No
doubt they will be pushing for the weakest, non-Kyoto option, based
on voluntary targets that will result in disastrous, runaway global
warming,’ stated May.
‘Those who care about the fate
of this planet need to speak up and
mobilize this year by writing to
politicians, newspapers: by
posting on Facebook, online
commentary sections of articles
and blogs: by phoning-in to radio
programs, and by attending
events, rallies, and protests.
‘2011 is the year that really
counts. If we lose Kyoto, we will
lose hope for climate stability and
for many, many life forms and
people on this planet.’ 0
An Island Smile

40+ buildings to
choose from
www.nickelbros.com

1-866-606-2237

WELL-BEING

Well Drillers
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N
A ROOFING
Ltd.
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Bookwiththebest!

FREE!

L

GSAAutoRentals

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES
250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198
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m etal R oofing
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ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

Bowen Plumbing
& Heating
Jesse Bowen, Gas Contractor

250-629-0008
Cell: 778-977-2808
jesseandvirginia@gmail.com

FOUNDATIONS OF
HERBAL MEDICINE
learn to take care of your
health with herbs
with Chanchal Cabrera
MSc, FNIMH

250-539-5252
250-478-6937
dasons@telus.net

Workshops, Classes,
Wellness Consultations

www.smithsondrilling.com

Serving the Gulf Islands

www.chanchalcabrera.com

250 336 8767

SATURNA from page 5

the people that he has befriended while living and
doing carpentry on the Island since 1993.
Roy was teased about having a ‘trap line’—this is an
old Island term jiggered to fit Roy. It describes a line
of women who want things done in their houses and
who would hire Roy because their husbands say it can’t
be done or they won’t do it. Their gratitude is profuse
due to the accomplishment of the carpentry project
and the fun of having Roy around as he completes the
task!
Roy and Marie came to Saturna because Roy
promised his kids (daughter Colleen and her then
husband) ‘I’ll build you a house’ on the lot they had
bought in Winter Cove. Grandsons Royce and Jared
were about 5 and 3 when they came and fit perfectly
into the local social scene as there were Saturna boys
just itching to have their playing group extended. These
friendships are still strong. All through elementary
school, middle and high school, Jared and Royce were
adored and cosseted by their grandparents as they
helped Colleen raise the boys.
In 1996, Roy and Marie move to take care of the
East Point Light Station and the Saturna Fire truck that
was located there to handle local calls. It was under
Parks and Recreation jurisdiction at the time. They
were chosen because they are
capable of maintaining the place
and so friendly in caring for the
many tourists—just what the job
needed.
They stayed at the lightstation
until 2006 among the whales and
gales and the East Point
neighbourhood. Then they moved
‘downtown’ to the centre of the
Island, renting a house.
Life has not been just roses, Roy
and Marie have dealt with serious
health issues while on Saturna
and, earlier on, before Saturna, the

loss of their son but they have not let these things
define their lives.
Roy came from Swan River, Manitoba. Marie from
New Westminister, where they met and lived. Roy was
working north of Swan River underground in the
mines by the time he was 17. When the nickel and
copper in the mine played-out, the company spent
three winters hauling the company town with cat
sleighs to a new site 170 miles away. Roy worked
building foundations for the 100 or so houses,
cookhouse and bunkhouses. When he moved to
Vancouver in 1956 he worked concrete on construction
of the Oak Street Bridge, Queensborough, Second
Narrows and the Port Mann, while building houses on
the weekends.
Fire Chief, John Wiznuk, told a funny story about
Roy, the East Point firefighter, and gave him one of his
firefighter boots back, stuffed with a bottle of fine
scotch as a thank-you for his years of service on the
Volunteer Fire Department. Roy responded with
delight and launched into a story about a man in
Vancouver who tried to hustle him into buying one
professional iceskate in excellent condition.
Roy is a true-blue member (wide suspenders, love
of scotch, clompy workboots and coat, humourous
storyteller) of the Saturday afternoon Lunch-at-thePub gang, who will miss him especially. ‘I could always
make myself at home’ says Roy, ‘I tried to be friendly
with everyone—to get along well. I just don’t spend
time with people I don’t enjoy and there are not many
people I don’t call a friend.’
Their new location has great access to the
grandkids, their new great-granddaughter Amy—
Jared’s daughter, and their daughter, Colleen. Roy
says, Amy has ‘great little-kid smiles.’ Marie reports
that Roy already has the first woman on the trapline.
Thanks to Sandi Crowley for the party idea and
organized us all, John Money who emceed, and to the
dishwashers, chair-stackers, and floor-moppers who
stayed long enough to put the party to bed. 0
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Twenty years in the music ~ Christa Grace-Warrick

M

aking a life in music is not easy but
South Pender’s Pat Smith has
combined sound business sense
with community service—and made music all
the while. For twenty years now he has been
artistic director of Ptarmigan Music & Theatre
Society. Since the society’s inception in 1991,
he has raised $400,000 for community and
school programs and ‘provided a whole lot of
work for artists’.
A major component these days is Island
Mosaic, a program for Outer Gulf Islands
schools. Mosaic is having its annual showcase
festival in early February on Mayne and on
Pender Islands (see What’s On?, page 5)
Talking to Pat about his work, I was able to
picture the inspiring web of connections,
collaboration, and friendships made. And
recognize how tirelessly he has spotted and
taken opportunities whenever they have
presented themselves.
It all started with ’80s folk group Under
The Moss, which many on the coast will
remember. The group, like many at the time,
created a BC-wide schools program to
supplement its regular gigs. Following their
noses, they saw that a non-profit framework

for educational purposes would be a good
thing. Ptarmigan was founded in 1991. As well
as performances, programming included
workshops on instruments, the music of
immigrant groups, and how music is put
together.
Eventually, Under The Moss disbanded but
Pat remained with the non-profit Ptarmigan
and shepherded it throughout the ’90s on the
Mainland. In 1999, the centre of operations
moved to Pender Island, along with Pat.
Eventually, the society’s board was comprised
of Gulf Islanders. Given the richness of the
artistic fabric on the Islands, Ptarmigan’s focus
widenened and today the society provides
programming which includes almost every
branch of the arts.
Unlike most occupations, Pat says, that
there is ‘no system for an artist to walk into’.
He says, ‘I had to invent structures if I wanted
to do my artistic work.’ And this is just what
he has done.
Ptarmigan’s approach is novel, it subsidizes
its clients: libraries, parks boards, school
districts, hospitals, community groups—so
that they can present music programs which
‘disseminate the arts—out into the
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Proposed Changes to Hours of Operation
at Hartland Recycling and Garbage Bin Areas

We’re considering changing the operating hours at
Hartland. And we need your input.
To take advantage of potential cost savings and greenhouse gas
emission reductions, the CRD is considering closing the recycling and
garbage bin areas at Hartland landfill on Mondays and Tuesdays.
Extended hours would be offered on the remaining operational days.

We want to know what you think.
Do you support the proposed changes?
Do you have suggestions for alternate closure times or days?
We value your input. You can give your opinion by completing a
feedback form by February 25, 2011. Feedback will be gathered
and used by the CRD Board to help make an informed decision.

For more information, visit www.crd.bc.ca/hartland
or contact us by phone at 250.474.9613
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Ptarmigan’s board members discuss the funding crisis in August
2009. Pat Smith centre, Bryce Woolcombe next to him.
community.’ Pat says that Ptarmigan’s
fundraising ‘subsidizes almost all of our
programs.’ The society liases between
community organizations, artists, and funding
bodies.
Ptarmigan was one of the groups
sideswiped when the BC government cut
gaming funds to community groups. Luckily,
because the society had a signed, three-year
contract; its gaming funding has continued till
2011.
The Mosaic Festival is funded in part, this
year, by BC Spirit Festival Days: a multicommunity series of festivals to commemorate
the first anniversary of the Winter Olympic
Games (hence the switch to February from the
previous summer event). The Canada Council
has also recently come on board with funding
for the society.
Ptarmigan’s uniqueness is that, not only
does it raise money for programs, it invents
them. The Island Mosaic program began three
years ago in collaboration with Gulf Islands
School District. The school district was
concerned about the challenge that moving to
the Gulf Islands High School on Salt Spring
presented to Outer Islands youngsters. A
program that linked younger children from
Mayne, Galiano, Saturna and Pender and
created familiarity and friendships through
the arts was just what was needed, said
Ptarmigan. The school board thought so too
and so another collaboration began.
In the innovative way that Ptarmigan

operates, the program does more—it links
communities, through parents and volunteers
and especially through the Mosaic Festival.
Tesserae is the name for the pieces of glass
or ceramic that link to reveal a shining mosaic.
And ‘mosaic’ is a good name for the skillful
work Ptarmigan are doing; the pieces
multiply, creating a rich design which fosters
community and culture.
Pender Islander Bryce Woolcombe, who is
connection to that community. Then Mayne
Island visual artist Tina Farmilo and
Samantha Taylor, who grew up on the Island
became involved. Samantha, who now lives in
Vancouver, is bringing The Shirleys, an a
capella group of which she is a member, to
perform at the festival. Another piece in the
mosaic.
A goodly number of people living on the
Islands who have been touched by Ptarmigan
will nod their heads, ‘Yes, it’s like that.’ In fact,
Pat and Ptarmigan have taken the Islands way
of life and applied a lot of savvy to enrich our
lives.
Ptarmigan’s ethic has a name these days;
it’s called social enterprise and is a fascinating
new way of doing business.
Denman Island is another of the 47
communities who have created BC Spirit
festivals in February. We hope to hear how
it’s celebrating in our next edition.
For a informative video about Ptarmigan:
youtube.com/watch?v=E8ZWFSgkkiA. 0

PUBLIC INPUT
Proposed 2011-2012 Annual Budget
Visit our web site at:
www.islandstrust.bc.ca

E-mail: budget2011@islandstrust.bc.ca

We’d like to hear from you
The Islands Trust invites input from the public on its proposed annual budget. Trust Council
will consider your input during its budget deliberations, before it makes a ﬁnal decision during
its quarterly business meeting on March 8 - 10, 2011 on Galiano Island.
You can see the proposed budget on-line at www.islandstrust.bc.ca or you can get printed
versions directly from the Islands Trust ofﬁces:
1-500 Lower Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island, BC
Phone: 250-537-9144

700 North Road
Gabriola Island, BC
Phone: 250-247-2063

200-1627 Fort Street
Victoria, BC
Phone: 250-405-5151

Submissions from the public regarding the proposed budget must be delivered to:
Islands Trust Council
Attention: Treasurer
#200-1627 Fort Street
Victoria, BC V8R 1H8
OR
Fax: (250) 405-5155
OR
E-mail at: budget2011@islandstrust.bc.ca
To have your feedback considered by the Financial Planning Committee before
it ﬁnalizes its budget recommendation to Trust Council, please submit it by
NOON FRIDAY FEBRUARY 11, 2011
WRITTEN FEEDBACK RECEIVED BY NOON ON MARCH 4 WILL BE PROVIDED TO
TRUST COUNCIL MEMBERS BEFORE THEY ADOPT THE BUDGET
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