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Ferry ridership
drops; staff reduced
BC Ferries CEO David Hahn announced
January 20 that in the face of a
‘significant drop in ferry ridership’ and
resulting reduced revenues, the
company has ‘transitioned’ 35
management and administrative
positions. The announced reductions
‘primarily’ affect management, although
Hahn left the possibility open that ‘while
no front-line or ship-based employees
are directly impacted at this time …
further changes and possible lay-offs are
anticipated in shore-based positions
including unionized staff.’
No details have been released on what
positions have been affected, although
Hahn said that the transitioning included
‘several senior management and director
level positions’. 0

Ferries’ fuel rebates
replace surcharges
BC Ferries has announced that, instead
of fuel surcharges, they will offer fuel
rebates on minor routes and the
Horseshoe Bay-Langdale route, starting
February 12, 2009.
This is a result of reductions in the
price of fuel over the past few months, to
where it is costing less than the price
allowed for in the company’s budgeting.
For much of last year and previously,
fuel prices had exceeded the budgeted
price. The difference in cost was
accumulated in separate ‘fuel cost
deferral’ accounts for each route, and
ferry customers paid a fuel surcharge to
cover the deferred costs.
Fuel prices dropped markedly
throughout the fall of 2008, while
customers continued to pay the
surcharge. The surcharge was reduced,
then discontinued as the deferral
accounts were paid off.
Since that time, fuel prices have
continued to drop, and so now the
deferral system will go into reverse,
paying customers instead of charging.
David Hahn, BC Ferries’ CEO, says,
‘With our comprehensive fuel hedging
strategy in place, we don’t expect any
fuel surcharges during this calendar
year. In fact, we will revisit our costs
again in late June and will hopefully
announce an increase in the rebates.’
Typical fare reductions are: for
passengers between the Gulf Islands
and Tsawwassen (either direction) 45¢
and for vehicles, $1.75; for passengers
between Swartz Bay and the Gulf
Islands (return) 35¢ and vehicles $1.10;
for passengers between Horseshoe Bay
and Langdale (return) 20¢ and vehicles
85¢; for passengers between Campbell
River and Quadra Island (return), 25¢
and vehicles 85¢.
There is no fuel rebate on major
routes at present; apparently their
deferral accounts are not yet paid off. 0

Photo: Derek Holzapfel

It’s the time of year for sealions to hang out on the Belle Chaine Islets in the southern Strait of Georgia.

Public meetings for
Plutonic project

Cap-&-trade failing the emissions test; calls
for carbon tax ~ Patrick Brown and Christa Grace-Warrick

Opportunities for the public to comment on the
Plutonic Power proposal for a massive hydroelectric
project on the three rivers that flow into the head of
Bute Inlet are taking place. Three meetings, are being
held: in Powell River, Campbell River, and Sechelt on
the Sunshine Coast, (for details see ‘What’s On?’ page 5).
The Sunshine Coast has been the site of several runof-river power proposals and many applications for
water rights. Similar meetings in Sechelt and Roberts
Creek have drawn crowds, recently.
Hosted by the Canadian Environmental
Assessment Agency (CEAA), the meetings are taking
place amid indications that the federal Conservative
government, in its upcoming budget, plans to
significantly relax the requirements for federal
government environmental oversight of development
projects.
In fact, the federal NDP says that it has obtained a
copy of proposed legislation that would not only
exempt any project from federal environmental
assessment at the request of the provincial
government, but would also undo major parts of the
federal Environmental Assessment Act, passed in
1992. In BC, this raises the possibility that run-of-river
hydro and fish farms could be exempted from review.

Carbon cap-&-trade, a government-initiated
system devised to let ‘free market economics’
take care of greenhouse gas reduction, is failing.
The scheme to prevent climate change has
fallen prey to the ‘market’s’ insatiable need to
‘game’ any entity put up for trade.
Prices of ‘carbon credits,’ the trading entity,
are so low and volatile that there is no incentive
for greenhouse gas emitters to reduce, or to
create the technology to reduce, the production
of the deadly climate change accelerants.
Fragmented schemes in various parts of the
world have only added instability—and spice to
traders efforts to ‘game’ climate change for
profit (see BOX ‘Gaming…’, page 2). How did
all this come about?

Agenda for the Meetings
At the Bute Inlet meetings, CEAA is looking for public
comments on the draft Terms of Reference for the
establishment of a federal review panel for the project,
as well as on the draft federal-provincial environmental
impact statement (EIS) guidelines. The EIS guidelines
specify the studies to be conducted and the detailed
information to be provided by Plutonic for both the
federal and provincial environmental reviews.
Information on the proposal has been made available
at public libraries in these three communities. At the
meetings, officials will make presentations and answer
questions.

Brief Public Comment
Timeframe
Public comments on both draft documents will be
received by the CEAA from January 19 to February 18,
2009 (notice of this short comment period was issued
on January 21, 2009).
Environmental and community groups have
expressed alarm. The Western Canada Wilderness
Committee’s Joe Foy says this is not green power.
‘When you build 18 dams, as well as roads, bridges, and
transmission lines in salmon country and grizzly
habitat without adequate public environmental
CEAA, please turn to page 6
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How Low Are The Prices?
Cap-&-trade has a four year history in the
European Union (EU) (see BOX ‘How It
Works…’, page 2). Recently, the European
Union Allowance (EUA) prices per tonne of
CO2 equivalent have ranged as low as 18 Euros,
or about $22.
Compare this with the expected cost of
carbon capture and storage (CCS) for a coalfired electricity plant, about $40–$60 per
tonne (and CCS technology is currently far from
practical implementation). This makes it quite
clear why the EU’s cap-and-trade scheme has
so far failed to produce demonstrable GHG
reductions.
These low, and more importantly,
unpredictable prices do not provide assurance
to industrial enterprises, their investors, or
their lenders, that capital investment in
emissions reduction technologies will pay out in
a reasonable time period. (A similar
phenomenon is illustrated by the current
cutback in oil sands investment in the face of
unpredictable crude prices, despite the
probability of a crude shortage within the next
few years.)
Most emissions reduction technologies
require years to design, build, and implement,
and cost a lot of money. Many of them
encompass
significant
technological
uncertainty and risk.

Cap-&-trade Shenanigans
Prices have been volatile ever since start-up in
the European Union, where only about half of

‘Developing’ Countries Part
of the Muddle
A further destabilizing complication was that
the EU scheme also recognized credits issued
by the United Nations’ ‘Clean Development
Mechanism (CDM)’. These Certified Emission
Reduction (CER) certificates have been issued
by developing countries to projects, such as
biomass electricity generators and forestry
projects which either avoided emitting the
GHGs which might have been emitted by some
other means of achieving the same economic
purpose (eg. the generation of electricity), or
claimed to absorb GHGs.
Sale of these CERs yielded funds which
could be invested in the developing country
projects. India and China are currently major
issuers. However, emission reductions
promised by CERs are difficult to confirm, and
often not credible. So, CERs have always sold
for less than EUAs on the open market, and
have effectively pulled down the price of EUAs.

North America Now In On
The Game?
A new, and greater, source of uncertainty right
now is the forecast adoption by the US under
President Obama of its own cap-&-trade
system. Canada, with its significant oil sands
GHG emissions, and its apparent preference for
CAP-&-TRADE, please turn to page 2
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Campbell River—Island Highway near Larwood Rd

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

European industry is currently covered by the
Emission Trading Scheme (ETS).
Initially, each country in the EU was
responsible for setting caps and issuing permits
for its industries. Industries favoured in
particular countries were given emission caps
that far exceeded their current emissions, or
were granted credits at no cost. Other politically
well-connected industries managed to elude the
scheme altogether. In fact, some early
participants were reported to have reaped a
windfall of many billions of dollars by charging
customers for carbon credits that they received
from governments for free.
Eastern european nations, building new,
modern plants to replace dirty Soviet-era ones,
are a large source of oversupply of EUAs, since
their caps were set on the basis of 1990
emissions levels.

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Page 2, ISLAND TIDES, Jan 29, 2009
Face it, we’re
different!
With changing times
in the economy, you
need someone who
listens to you and
your needs. Allow
me to customize
mortgage solutions
to meet your needs,

not your banks.

Best Rates, Best Service!
Deenu Patel
Select Mortgage Corp, Victoria, BC

Stream crossing study shows improvements needed
A study of 1,110 road crossings over fish streams in 19 watersheds
around BC has found that, in total, less than half of the crossings
were likely to allow fish to pass through without problems,
according to a Forest Practices Board report.
The board's special investigation looked at crossings in two
types of habitat and found that in habitat classified as ‘important
or critical,’ bridges, or similar crossings that don’t disturb
natural stream beds were used for 72% of crossings, allowing for
successful passage of fish to upstream waters. However, in
habitat classified as ‘marginal,’ bridges or similar crossings were
used only 12% of the time, and the rest of the crossings consisted
of pipe culverts or other closed bottom structures, and were
unlikely to allow successful fish passage.
‘Our research shows that there is a significant risk to fish due
to the use of culverts on many fish streams, and that while most
of the impeded crossings were in marginal habitat, a substantial

deenu.patel@vericoselect.com

Direct: 250.885.2678
Toll Free: 1.877.391.2933 Ext. 30

CAP-&-TRADE from page 1
an ‘intensity-based’ system of setting caps, also introduces a new
variation on both the quality and the potential effectiveness of
emission credits.
Combining the US and Canada, the North American market
would be at least as significant as the EU in price-setting, and
would potentially change the dynamics of the international
market. But its startup would introduce the questions of capsetting, favours to politically connected industries, and initial
pricing all over again.
In addition, emissions trading in the US, which so far has a
doubtful record of securities market regulation, could well
introduce a whole new group of derivatives and market players. So
an extensive regulatory bureaucracy would be essential, both for
setting and enforcing caps, and tracking and supervising trading.

Calls For A Carbon Tax In The States
In contrast, the other scheme for greenhouse gas reduction, a
carbon tax, would be far easier to manage, and much more
transparent.
Connecticut Democratic Representative John Larson,
recently elected Chairman of the US House of Representatives
Democratic Caucus, has cited the current economic crisis and
‘fallible investment banks’ in arguing for his carbon tax proposal.
In a recent letter, James Hansen, director of the NASA Goddard
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Day

Cap-&-trade systems require governments to set a limit, or the
‘cap’, on the number of tonnes of GHG each ‘major emitter’—
a manufacturing, energy generation, or industrial plant—is
allowed to discharge into the atmosphere. Each major emitter
is then required by law to purchase emissions ‘credits’ to cover
the quantity of its GHG emissions that exceed the cap or it
may sell ‘credits’ totaling the number of tonnes by which it is
under the cap.
Or, of course, the emitter which is over its cap may take
action to reduce its emissions (which it is unlikely to do unless
the cost of doing this is less than the price of credits). In
theory, the cap-&-trade scheme’s intention is that emissions
reductions are effected at minimum cost to the total economy.
However, and not surprisingly, the private sector has
dismissed emission reduction as an ‘externality’ of no
economic significance to the scheme! Trading is the name of
the game and this has been as chaotic in this sector as in any
other. Leaving emission control to the market appears to
create one more ‘gamers’ playground, rather than an incentive
to curb greenhouse gases.
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number of crossings in valuable fish habitat were compromised
as well,’ said board chair Bruce Fraser.
‘While government is taking steps to maintain and restore
fish passage on forestry roads, we also found that there is a legacy
of problems created by other types of roads in forested
watersheds—highways, railways, and other resource access
roads—that also need to be addressed.
The Forest and Range Practices Act requires forest roads to
be constructed and maintained so they do not cause a material
adverse effect on fish passage. However, the legislation does not
apply to non-forestry roads, or to roads built before 1995.
Government estimates there are nearly 400,000 stream
crossings in BC, and the number increases every year as more
roads are developed. Fish require access to a variety of habitats
throughout their life cycle and need to be able to swim between
different habitats in a stream. 0

Institute of Space Studies, has urged President Obama to levy a
rising tax on fossil fuels and redistribute 100% of the proceeds to
taxpayers. ‘Politically, [cap-and-trade] will be convenient, but it
will not solve the problem,’ he says. (Twenty years ago, Hansen
was the first climate scientist to publicly state that GHG
emissions were causing climate change.)
More recently, Exxon Mobil CEO Rex Tillerson came out in
support of a carbon tax, in preference to a ‘cap-&-trade’ system.

Gaming The Carbon Market
According to the UN, the world-wide carbon credit market
cycled $64 billion in 2007. The actual investment in emission
reduction was clearly nowhere near this amount.
From the beginning, cap-&-trade has been seen as a new
gaming playground for investors, brokers, aggregators, and
speculators. Many new players have contributed to the
volatility of the market.
Derivatives were quickly developed, including futures;
China has been accused of announcing projects, selling CER
futures, and then not carrying out the projects. In the absence
of a renewal of the Kyoto protocol beyond 2013, futures for
dates beyond that time are still available, but sell at a steep
discount. Options and swaps are also traded.
New countries starting new carbon credit markets are not
consistent in their approach; whether they will have a ‘soft’
startup (easy caps: cheap or free credits or a ‘hard’ startup:
caps difficult to meet, credits auctioned). Some forestry
companies sell emissions reductions for a hundred years into
the future!
In fact, the real market, for organizations that need credits
to comply with government-set caps, is small and inflexible. It
seems possible that, like crude oil futures, the market has been
dominated by speculators.
However, as in the crude oil market, speculators would
have recently been hobbled by the world-wide financial
upheaval; the carbon credit market has behaved much like the
oil market in recent months, a factor that may have
contributed to today’s low prices.

Commentary: A Worldwide Concern—
A Worldwide Approach

Can we trust the worldwide problem of GHG emissions
reduction to such an unpredictable and volatile market, given its
susceptibility to both financial and government manipulation,
economic fluctuations (as at present), and its lack of
accountability?
The answer is clearly and conclusively no. Such a market
would only be, as in Macbeth, ‘a tale told by an idiot, full of sound
and fury, signifying nothing’—nothing for climate change, that is.
The public interest in climate change is, of course, worldwide,
encompassing all peoples in all nations. The responsibility for
mitigating climate change, including GHG emissions, clearly
falls to governments. Any fiscal incentives must be long-term,
internationally co-ordinated, and protected.
What is required is a worldwide carbon tax system, with high
enough rates to achieve clear incentives, and sufficiently
financed to pay for regulation and enforcement, GHG and
climate monitoring, and technological research.
Today, as we actively and critically re-examine the role of
markets, is the right time to assign the responsibility for climate
change action to an international community of governments. 0
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January Garden Calendar ~ Brian Crumblehulme

S

urely one of the more exciting experiences this seaon has to
offer are the new buds and flowers pushing through the
snow and mud as if to say, ‘Let’s celebrate.’ Late December
may have been a miserable time for freezing pipes and clearing
snow off the driveway but the majority of plants quietly waited
for the returning of the light, until now, as I write, the snowdrops
are flowering and the winter salads and vegetables are shaking
off that morning-after-the-night-before look as they smell the
sweet coffee of spring.
Traditionally, the first serious workday following the
Christmas festivities was reserved for Monday after the Twelfth
Night celebrations, also called Plough Monday when, after dark,
the farm-hands blackened their faces and went around the
various farms and country houses dragging a borrowed plough.
Demanding largesse at each house, they would scratch a line
across the driveway after every successful stop; but if the
householders were mean and failed to pay up, the lads would
plough the path turning it into a sea of mud for weeks to come.
The ritual also implied that this is the time of year to prepare
for spring, dig the ground, prune the trees, rake the leaves, and
spread the compost and manure onto the land in readiness for
planting and sowing.
I try (not always successfully) to plan my winter garden so the
beds are emptied in rotation and thereby replenished in
succession with early spring sowings. On any dry day hilltop
gardens and raised beds are easy to work but lower areas may
still be too wet, in which case, this is the time to ditch and install
drains to remove excess water. Sodden ground will kill
vegetables, fruit and flowers, and because it is anaerobic, it will
turn sour and inhibit the action of humus creating organisms.
It is too early yet for most planting and sowing but fruit trees
and bushes can easily be moved if the ground is well drained.
With some protection winter vegetables such as kale, broccoli,
rapini, endive, even carrots and beets, are all fine but it is as well
to clean out any dead and damaged leaves to reduce the risk of
mold and slugs that can cause havoc in late winter.
If you are lucky enough to have a greenhouse or protected
area, any sunny day in late January you can sow early carrots,
beets, peas, onion sets and fava beens. At this time, seed potatoes
can be selected and placed ‘eyes up’ in trays in a shed or
basement with very low heat where they will begin to sprout.
Large ones with multiple sprouts can be cut into two or three
sections providing each piece has a shoot. Those with the
strongest shoots can then be planted in rich loam two or three at
a time in large pots in the greenhouse or sunny garage window
for eating in March/April while the remainder can be planted out
in February in well-drained beds with lots of compost for a May
harvest. This way you get an extra crop on the same ground in
time for summer planting.
Commercial growers have already sown many of the familiar
spring plants you find on sale in garden centres in April but
unless you have a greenhouse with reliable heat it is better to wait
before sowing most vegetables and flowers. Nevertheless, it is
certainly not too early plan your garden and trade or purchase
seeds now from local dealers who carry varieties appropriate for

this region.
By late January many tropical and semi-tropical plants
hoarded in house windows over the winter are looking decidedly
leggy and often naked. Always keep them as dry and cool as
possible, prune them back to where the stock is still sturdy and
allow them to rest awhile. I am always tempted to take cuttings
of my favourite varieties; trim off the leaves and any soft or leggy
growth, allow them to dry for a day, then pot them up and place
them in a slightly warm window where, with luck, they will begin
to root and produce new shoots. This works well for
chrysanthemums, geraniums, carnations, antirrhinums and
many so-called annuals that we are told to throw out. Kept
dormant for the past few weeks, I have all of the above, even
lemon verbena and oleander growing slowly and steadily until I
can plant them out when the sun is truely warm.
Have a great garden this year.
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A Dish of Beets

Coast C ottages

This delightful recipe hails from the early 17th Century when
baked vegetable dishes were fashionable.
• Prep 20 mins, Baking 20 mins, Serves about 4.
• About ½ kilo peeled cooked beets, diced • About 1 cup
currants or raisins • ½ cup brown sugar • Black pepper and
nutmeg to taste • 1 cup grated cheddar cheese (or mozarella).
• Peel and boil (or boil and peel) the beets. Dice and place in
a mixing bowl. Add the dried fruit, sugar and spices and mix well.
Place in a casserole dish and top with the cheese. Bake at 400ºF
for 20 mins by which time the cheese will be melted through the
beets. Serve hot with your favourite meat and red wine.

Authorized Representative For

The Wilderness Cabin Company
B.C’s Premier Western Red Cedar
Home & Cabin Packages

Rum Mincemeat Muffins
If you still have a jar of mincemeat this makes a perfect breakfast
treat
• Prep 10 mins, Baking 25 mins, Makes about 12.
• 1-½ cup all purpose flour • ¼ cup sugar • 2 tsp baking
powder • pinch of salt • ½ cup butter • ½ cup apple juice • 2 eggs,
beaten • 1 cup mincemeat • ½ cup dark rum • 12 cubes sugar.
• Mix all the dry ingredients. Melt the butter, add the apple
juice and eggs and fold into the dry mix—do not overmix. Fold in
the mincemeat and spoon into well buttered muffin tins.
Carefully soak the sugar cubes in rum and place one on top of
each muffin mix. Bake for 20-25 minutes and serve warm with
good coffee. In the unlikely event that there is any left over rum,
add it to the coffee. 0

(Adams Model as shown - $61,450)

All Inclusive Lock-Up Packages
WWW.WILDERNESSCABIN.COM

Coast
C ottages
(604) 886-0917
coast4cottages@dccnet.com

This article can be found at www.islandtides.com, in the
Reprints section of our online archive, go through ‘Good Life,’
box in left column.
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to Employers

Oscars uses STV voting
system to pick nominees

Supporting Students:
Serving Communities

Oscar nominees for Best Actor: Sean Penn, Brad Pitt, Mickey
Rourke, Frank Langella and Richard Jenkins were all picked
using the single transferable vote system (STV).
Members of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences have used the single-transferable vote (STV) to pick
Oscar nominees in all categories for the past 72 years. On May 12,
British Columbians will vote in a provincial referendum on
whether to adopt this voting system for use in future provincial
elections.
In addition to its longstanding use by the Academy, STV is
used in Ireland and Australia. In recent years it has also been
adopted for local elections in New Zealand and Scotland, where
it will also be used in new health board elections.
‘On behalf of the BC-STV campaign, we would like to thank
the Academy for once again demonstrating that STV does the
best job of reflecting voters’ choices and ensuring fair results,’
said Arjun Singh, president of Fair Voting BC. ‘We believe British
Columbians deserve the same opportunity as that which has
benefited John Wayne, Humphrey Bogart, Katherine Hepburn
and Marlon Brando to name but a few. When the alternative
gives us the representatives we choose, the distortions of the
current system are completely indefensible.’
Mr Singh said those who win Academy Awards will
‘undoubtedly appreciate the merits of a system that accurately
reflects voters preferences. I am extending a public invitation
right now to whoever wins the best actor award to come to
Vancouver and help us win a system that puts voters first. We’ll
pay the airfare, coach class I’m afraid!’
Voters can learn more about STV and the nonpartisan Citizens’
Assembly that made the near-unanimous BC-STV
recommendation by visiting the campaign website at www.stv.ca.
0
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For more information:
Click

servicecanada.ca

Call

1-800-935-5555 (TTY: 1-800-926-9105)

Visit

a Service Canada Centre

We’re all about the Islands
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

NANAIMO

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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Of late, the media’s show of overblown rhetoric and doom
predictions about the economy are bad enough. But for Canada’s
respected flagship broadcaster to invite game-show Dragon’s
Den’s mavens to tell us what to do, was sickening.
The National new’s segment was farcical but not funny; it
dumbed down what should be a complex set of decisions to a
process of one special interest group judging short pitches by
other special interest groups for a share of a mythical pot of gold.
The same rude and aggressive behaviour, which characterizes
the so-called ‘dragons’ on the TV game show, makes them
useless if they are asked to do anything constructive. Pre-set
personal conflict and competition is far too crude to produce any
practical contribution to national economic policy.
The segment illustrated that the personal qualities that,
apparently, contribute to financial success in entrepreneurial
business are unsuited to success in governing a nation. (Just
because they’ve made a million or so doesn’t qualify them to run
the country.) The ‘dragons’ demonstrated a surprisingly narrowminded ignorance of the economy beyond their own interests—
and of the national interest beyond the economy. Self-important
and self-centred, they showed clear contempt for anyone but
themselves. Their contempt for the students was alarming.
We should distinguish these people from businessmen. Like
stock market gamers, entrepreneurs start things, take their

Financial Picture Not Bleak
Dear Editor:
I am writing on this very cool and historic Saturday—The Obama
-Biden train is about to leave Philadelphia enroute to DC and is
getting unprecedented coverage on the TV news channels. Many
Canadians, including ordinary Canadians, will be enroute from
Canada via bus and other modes of transit. While we are going
through difficult economic times all over North America, the
promise of change in the US has captured the attention and hope
of millions.
Change was overdue for North America. The Security
Exchange Commission (SEC) in the US gave up its oversight of
most all things financial and greed quickly took over, resulting in
this worldwide recession for many. As I write steps are being
taken to make the necessary changes to stop and prevent the
unbridled greed.
I’m not so sure that our federal government yet understands
that rules need to be enforced and additional rules need to be put
in place to avoid repeats. The Ontario Security Commission (OSC)
and the federal banks regulator need to accept a great part of the
blame for the hurt to the economy that has occurred in Canada.
There are those that want to establish a Federal Securities
Regulator, similar to the SEC, but one has to question the
wisdom of that for ordinary Canadians. Provincial regulators,
with the exception of the OSC in Toronto, are not to blame for
this crisis. It was the banks and part of Bay Street that bought
and sold toxic financial paper. And it is argued, our situation
might be worse if the provincial regulators had not been in place.
Federal regulation cannot replace common sense.
That said, business has not ground to a halt as the media
would like us to believe. In these first weeks of 2009, my business
is booming—people have decided to just get on with life and
business. Orders came in from Greece, Guyana, and the US.
And let’s not forget that schools, universities, and community
colleges will carry on. Food and health care will go on. Car and
truck repair shops will go on. Oil and gas exploration will go on—
at a reduced and more normal pace. Loans are available to nonrisky persons and companies. And so on. We, the people, are
getting on with our lives. It’s a pity that ‘Ottawa’ is so far behind
the populace.
Americans are saving again—I hope that Canadians will do
the same, and will stop living on credit. Savings can be loaned to
allow business expansion, can be loaned for mortgages, etc. And
can be used in the future for retirement comforts .
The Norwegians have shown the world how to capture CO2
and store it deep underground. Now we can use coal for power
plants to supplement wind and solar. The next few years will be
good—sooner than you may realize. Sooner than the media will
realize. Have a great year all!
Don Wilson, Masstown, Nova Scotia

REMOVE:

What Is In A Name? The Gulf Between
Dear Editor:
Did I miss something? Reading your latest edition I noticed
throughout the publication you kept referring to The Georgia
Strait as The Salish Sea. Did it become the ‘official’ name now? If
it did not, I would think that referring to an incorrect name might
imply that there might be more inaccuracy in your publication.

www.watertiger.net

bundle, and abandon everyone so they can get out and do
something new; their record is generally three or four failures for
every success—and often the successes don’t last long.
Businessmen, on the other hand, build and run businesses
over the long-term. They also are not really suited to run
governments, though they are not as narrow as entrepreneurs.
Both groups succeed by making money within a framework
set up by government, and that government framework—taxes,
infrastructure, regulation, law—is designed to make sure that
their efforts also achieve public objectives—health and safety,
basic needs, personal realization, happiness, and the health of
our environment.
The ‘Dragon’s Den’ approach isn’t news—it isn’t even
entertainment—it’s tragic. Shame on you, CBC.
The airing of the show raises the suspicion that the whole idea
of a ‘stimulus package’ has failed to initiate serious thought about
the short and long term economic health of the nation.
In an equally fatuous manner, Mr Flaherty has been running
around the country ‘consulting’ groups on how to stimulate the
economy—that is, the ‘economy’ in isolation.
What we should be thinking about is how to stimulate the
country—the economy would follow nicely. Perhaps Tuesday’s
long-awaited budget will have tackled that: we can only hope. 0

Readers’ Letters

Iron / Odour / Bacteria /
Hardness / Arsenic
250-412-1110 • 604- 630-1114 • 524 William Street, Victoria
250-339-6914 Comox Valley

NICE DOG,
GOOD DOG.

Editorial: ‘Here Be Dragons’

Could you please set the record straight, or strait, as to the correct
name of our body of water.
Regan Lall, Gabriola Island
Ed’s Note: Sorry to offend. I do not use ‘Salish Sea’ in news
stories. Even with Georgia, there has been a long-time muddle
over ‘Gulf of Georgia’ or ‘Strait of Georgia’ (for years, with
many publications using ‘Gulf,’ Island Tides stuck out like a sore
thumb using ‘Strait.’)
I do use Salish Sea from time to time (as in the last edition),
for its colour; I like its sibilance and, after all, that was the body
of water’s name long before Caucasians showed up here.
The use has good antecedents, the amazing and beautiful
2005, ‘Islands in The Salish Sea: a Community Atlas’.
And as reported on the CBC, Chemainus First Nation
representative George Harris pitched the idea of renaming the
strait to Aboriginal Relations Minister Mike De Jong last
March. De Jong reacted enthusiastically but said it would be a
complex process. Renaming is not without precedent.
Previously, the Queen Charlotte Islands were given a second
name, Haida Gwaii, which means ‘our land’ in the language of
the Haida Nation.
By the way, is Salt Spring ‘Salt Spring’ or ‘Saltspring’?
Island Tides has always favoured ‘Salt Spring’ but according to
Canada Post both are correct! (And why ‘Gulf Islands’ not
‘Strait Islands’?)

Water is Liquid Gold
Dear Editor:
I’m glad Patrick is tackling this issue and enjoyed his article. In
the autumn issue of BC Bookworld, there was an interview with
John Calvert, a Health Sciences professor from SFU who has
written a book called Liquid Gold: Energy Privatization in
British Columbia. I haven’t read it yet but hope to and people
interested in the subject might check it out.
Also there is a lobby group called BC Citizens for Public Power
working on this issue. They have a website
www.citizensforpublicpower.ca which tells about their efforts.
They started out raising money to mount a court challenge to the
privatization and break-up of BC Hydro but realized after a while
that fighting the deep pockets of the provincial government long
enough to possibly win would be too expensive to sustain. So
they’ve turned into a public information and lobby group and
could use support from BC residents who care about this issue.
Karen Muntean, Saturna
Ed’s Note: Thanks Karen, for the kind words! Patrick reviewed
‘Liquid Gold’ (under the fanciful title: ‘Selling our wattage for a
mess of pottage’) when it was first published last January. It is
in Island Tides online Archive, both in the January 24, 2008
(page 6) Back Issue and as a stand-alone, small-size ‘Reprint’
accessible through the ‘Energy’ archive. We encourage readers
to browse our Reprints section, it’s easy and terrific
background to a number of issues such as: BC ferries, BC
politics, Canadian politics, energy, environment, global issues,
Islands Trust matters, wildflowers, food, and our latest archive
the Salish Sea good life—lots of good and succinct reading. Our
reprints are easy to email to friends. On another point, three
public meetings are slated for the Plutonic hydro-electric
project, see ‘What’s On?’ for places, dates and times.
LETTERS, please turn to next page

STEVE, THE DOG’S
OVER HERE.

Are you prepared if the power goes out? A simple emergency kit isn’t hard to put together. Some of the basic items include: a copy of your emergency plan, ﬁrst aid kit, corded telephone, ﬂashlight
and battery-powered radio. For more information on how to create your kit, and being prepared for a power outage, go to bchydro.com/outages. IN A POWER OUTAGE, KNOWLEDGE IS POWER.

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words)
Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

Tues & Wed, Jan 27 & 28, Mon, Feb 2

Saturday, February 14

Public Comment Meetings for Plutonic Power’s proposed
run-of-the-river hydro-electric project on the mainland coast east
of Campbell River (Bute Inlet), held by Canadian Environmental
Assessment Agency • Powell River: Tuesday, January 27,Powell
River Town Centre, 4–8pm; Sechelt: Wednesday, January 28,
Sechelt Indian Band Hall, 4–8pm; Campbell River: Monday
February 2, Quinsam Centre, 2005 Eagle Drive, 4-8 pm • Info:
www.ceaa.gc.ca
(Media
Room),
written
comments:
bute.review@ceaa-acee.gc.ca • IN CAMPBELL RIVER, POWELL
RIVER & SECHELT

Galiano Twirly Tree Shop’s 3rd Anniversary
Celebration—meet Galiano’s own artists and vendors with an
eclectic array of art, novelties, gifts and necessities • #2-33
Manzanita Road, Sturdies Bay • Open House 2–5pm • Everyone
Welcome
•
Info:
Dorrie
Ratzlaff
250-539-3734,
wing@gulfislands.com; Susanne Laughlin 250-539-2911 • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

Sat, Jan 31; Thurs, Feb 5 & 12
Pender Film Group Screenings—SAT JAN 31: Vicky Cristina
Barcelona (2008)—directed by Woody Allan, holidaying
girlfriends become enamored with the same painter; THURS FEB
5: !SALUD! (2006)—Cuban healthcare system, how it sends its
doctors all over the world; THURS FEB 12: Priceless (2007)—a
young gold digger mistakenly woos a mild-mannered bartender
thinking he's a wealthy suitor • All films 7:30pm, except where
otherwise noted • Community Hall • Admission by donation •
Info: www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

Sat, Feb 7 to Wed, Mar 8
‘dyeing for art … touched by love’—you are invited to feel the
plush fabric art of Mira Petrie and consider the evocative
paintings of Judith Walker; opening Feb 7 • Red Tree Gallery,
Hope Bay Store, 4301 Bedwell Harbour Road • Daily 11am-4pm •
Info: 250-629-6800 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, February 14
Montreal Guitar Trio—Saturna
Arts and Concert Society (SACS)
presents MG3 described by the
CBC as ‘the hottest guitar
ensemble in Canada’, marrying
passionate virtuosity with a
stealthy sense of humour •
Community Hall • Doors open at
7pm, concert starts at 7:30pm •
Tickets available at the door $20 •
ON SATURNA ISLAND

Sunday, February 15
The Montreal Guitar Trio ( MG3)—
spiced by a wry sense of humour, the trio’s
eclectic music takes listeners on a journey
from the mysterious, exotic melodies of
India to the rhythms of South America •
South Galiano Community Hall • 7:30pm
• Tickets: adults $25; kids 15 & under with
paying adult free, students $12, at Galiano
Island Books or at the door • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

Saturdays, February 21 & March 7
Alma
de
España’s
Familia
Flamenca—an exciting evening of
music, song & dance with Gareth Owen, a
phenomenal young flamenco guitarist, as
he plays arrangements from his recently
released
CD
and
his
parents
dancer/singer Veronica Maguire and
guitarist Harry Owen • FEB 21: Salt
Spring, ArtSpring, Tickets: ArtSpring Box
Office 250-537-2102; MAR 7: Pender,
Community Hall, Tickets: Talisman
Books & Southridge • Both shows
7:30pm, doors 7pm • Tickets: $18, $20 at the door • Info:
almadeespana.com 250-384-8832 • ON SALT SPRING AND
PENDER ISLANDS

Local & Salish Sea-wide
Visibility For Your Event

islandtides@islandtides.com • 250-629-3660

Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

F

or the last two weeks, in the Gulf Islands, our weather has
been a function of where you are standing—at sea level or
marginally higher. Usually, to get sunshine at this time of
year, you have to take a vacation very far south. For the last two
weeks you only needed to go up a hill, preferable facing east, west
or south, and you would be in the blazing blue sky with views of
resplendent snow-covered Mount Baker, the Three Sisters or the
Olympic Mountains. The difference between drenching, chilling
fog and glaring warmish sun can be like walking through a door
and the difference in your mood can be just as stupendous!
Riding on the Mayne Queen, it was a delight to pop out into the
sun with full perspective and color jumping into your brain after
being encased in furry fog and hearing the ship’s whistle blowing
every few minutes as she gropes her way along.

Being There—The Inauguration
Guys Go To Washington
Worldwide, the inauguration of Barack Obama as President of
the United States has been of huge interest. ‘Gotta go! Gotta be
there!’ was a driving force for the one-and-half million people
who filled 3-and-half kilometers of the Washington DC Mall.
Two Saturna Islanders joined them to express their support.
Our daughter, Jesse Guy, had to be there and so did her father,
Jon. Why leave busy lives: to stand and be counted as a person
who supports the values that Barack Obama has so eloquently
expressed and to rejoice in the change.
At the inauguration, Jesse happened to be interviewed by a
reporter for CBC’s ‘The National’ and there she was in her blue
scarf on the evening news, though she was not identified as a

Dear Editor:
Once upon a time all the kings horses and all the kings men built
the great wall of debt that would make them all rich. Along came
Humpty Dumpty who sat down on the wall for a rest. When he
awoke the wall had grown so fast that Humpty Dumpty found he
was stranded on top. It wasn’t so bad because there was lots of
food and Humpty began to grow fatter. In fact he grew so fat that
he fell off the wall and crash—poor Humpty Dumpty was all
broken up…. So he cried and he cried until everyone became
concerned and tried to fix the problem...but alas all the kings
men and all the kings horses couldn’t put Humpty Dumpty
together again.
‘I’ve abandoned free-market principles to save the freemarket system,’ said President George W Bush. I find his
admission that capitalism is a failure astonishing to say the least.
Whatever can we do? Well...
Instead of trying to repair Humpty Dumpty economics we
should look at building a new system. Certainly we can scrounge
some usable parts from the old system like factories and
resources. The government should start into the banking

• harvesting
systems
• design
• installation
• service

BOB BURGESS
tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com

www.rainwaterconnection.com

Tight fit on the ferry
Retired Senator Pat Carney is asking Island Tides readers to
contribute their ideas for improved service by BC Ferries for
people with disabilities or other special needs.
Carney, a Saturna resident who has arthritis, says she has had
problems communicating her needs to safely exit or access her
small vehicle with the BC Ferry car-deck personnel, particularly
on the Queen of Nanaimo and Queen of Tsawwassen.
‘We all appreciate the difficulty of loading a vessel which
services different destinations,’ says Carney, who advocates for
people with arthritis and mobility issues. But sometimes we are
placed in positions which are unsafe and put us at risk. It is very
frustrating for passengers and crew.’
Examples include failure to allow adequate room to offload
wheelchairs and walkers, insufficient space between vehicles to
open vehicle doors, distance from elevators and in extreme cases
inability to access bathroom facilities.
Carney has written to BC Ferry Services President David
Hahn to suggest that standard procedures be established to deal
with special needs passengers. ‘It can be as simple as asking
people what they need to be safe.’
She asks people to email their suggestions in confidentiality
to patcarney@telus.net or write her at Box 137, Saturna Island
V0N 2Y0. 0

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

SHORELINE
DESIGN

Canadian. Jesse said
that what was so
powerful for her was
that ‘so many people
would come together
at a time when we
have lived so long with
such doubt.’ Relief and
joy had tears running
down her face as she
spoke.

• Specializing
in water
Spe
access
over steep
acc
& rugged
terrain
• Fully insured

Photo: CBC

School News
Saturna Ecological Education Centre begins a new semester on
February 2. We will be welcoming three new high school
students from Salt Spring. New teacher, John Topham, will be
joining the staff for the next seven weeks, working with senior
students two days a week. He will be commuting with them, by
water taxi, from Ganges on Salt Spring.
On January 28, our current three high-school students gave a
presentation about the skills they have developed with their
community mentors. Barb Ropars has been working with Katy
in dressmaking and design, Brianna has been collaborating with
Cathryn Dimock in creating a book of poetry, and Daniel and Bob
Bruce have been developing a skill course for first time kayakers.
The presentation also featured our middle and younger students’
slideshows and projects on ‘Our Foods and Their Sources.’
For nine weeks, Saturna students are taking the water taxi
over to Salt Spring on Thursdays to take swim lessons in the new
pool there. After each swimming lesson they are touring food
sources with their teacher Jennifer Luckey, starting with a Salt
SATURNA, please turn to page 6

LETTERS from previous page

Humpty Dumpty Economics

ISLAND TIDES, Jan 29, 2009, Page 5

business by buying up a solid small bank in good shape, infuse it
with capital and purchase brick and mortar assets from other
banks who go into bankruptcy. This would instantly make capital
available for business to operate and expand.
Of course we need new accounting methods that consider the
environment part of a company’s bookkeeping and that
resources are not infinite. No wonder these bubble-brained
economists who advise leaders don’t get it. They are working
with bookkeeping systems that ignore reality.
Now is the time to start green businesses and this may require
the government to start them. Later government started
businesses can be privatized or kept if profitable and suitable for
government to run. Anything you might consider a necessary
service would be advantageous for government to keep.
Why invest in the big three automobile manufacturer’s old
technology? Buy up factories in Chapter 11 that produce items
that can be used in a green vehicle. Start producing electric cars
and begin the new era of green production. The old machines
producing fossil-fuel engines and parts can be replaced with
machines producing electric car parts. General Electric for
LETTERS, please turn to page 7

WE MAKE BASEMENTS AND CRAWLSPACES
DRY AND ENERGY EFFICIENT...ALL THE TIME!

• Excellent
references

Peter Christenson • 250-629-8386
www.shorelinedesign.ca

NOTICE TO
MAYNE ISLAND PROPERTY OWNERS
MAYNE ISLAND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

Public Meeting

Topic: The New Fire Hall
Saturday, January 31st, 2009, 1:30pm
Ag Hall, 430 Fernhill Road
If the power goes out, will you be ready?
• Residential, Industrial
• Automatic Standby &
Portable generators

• Sales, parts, service

Coastal Power Service
(250) 383-2536 www.coastalpower.ca
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Secure investments
for the long and
short terms.

Sunshine Coast gets
transportation study

Federal gas tax money will help fund a transportation study for
the Sunshine Coast, a portion of the BC Mainland immediately
north of Vancouver but only accessible by BC Ferries. The
Regional District includes Gibsons, Roberts Creek, Sechelt,
Pender Harbour, and Egmont.
Highway 101 runs the length of the ‘Coast’, but the area,
backed by the Coast Mountains, has no direct road access to the
rest of the province. In that sense, it is very similar to an island,
accessed by BC Ferries at its south end from Horseshoe Bay
across Howe Sound to Langdale, and at its north end from Earls
Cove across Jervis Inlet to Saltery Bay. As with many places on
the south coast, BC Ferries is its ‘marine highway.’
From Saltery Bay, Highway 101 leads to Powell River and
Lund, which is about as far as you can travel up the mainland
coast by road.
The resident population of the ‘Coast’ is about 20,000, but
there are also many seasonal residences and it is a popular resort
area. At the south end, many residents commute to work in
Vancouver via ferry.
The study will be undertaken by the Sunshine Coast Regional
District, along with Gibsons, Sechelt, and the Sechelt Indian
Band. The BC Ministry of Transportation, BC Transit, and BC
Ferries will also be involved. The federal Gas Tax Fund will
contribute $225,000 to the cost of the study, which should be
completed by spring 2010.
The fund totals $2 billion per year for all of Canada, and in BC
is administered by the Union of BC Municipalities. 0

Know your product origins

2.00

%

3.25
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12 MONTH CASHABLE
TERM DEPOSIT
Premium rate and the freedom
to cash after only 90 days.

2 YEAR NON-REDEEMABLE
TERM DEPOSIT
Short term, great rate.

Are unable to find where a product is made on the label?
Annoying! However the information will be embedded in the bar
code. The first 3 digits of the barcode is a code for the country in
which the product was made.
For example, all products with barcodes that start with 690
up to 695 are made in China. Bar codes starting with 471 denote
Taiwan. Some more code numbers are: 00–13 USA & CANADA,
30–37 FRANCE, 40–44 GERMANY, 49–JAPAN, 50 UK, 57
Denmark, 64 Finland, 76 Switzerland and Liechtenstein,
480–489 Philippines, 628 Saudi Arabia, 629 United Arab
Emirates, and 740–745 Central America. 0
SATURNA from page 5
Spring cheese factory.

IAN MACQUARRIE

4.00

%

5 YEAR STEP-UP TERM DEPOSIT
Redeemable on anniversaries.
Year 1: 2.50%, Years 2-4: 3.50%,
Year 5: 7.00%. Average over term: 4.00%.
Rates subject to change.

We know that security is important to you, even more so during these uncertain economic times.
When you invest for your retirement with Island Savings, you get more than a steady rate of return.
You also get peace of mind. That’s because your principal investment with us is 100% insured
by the Credit Union Deposit Insurance Corporation.
Don’t have the cash on hand to invest in an RRSP? Ask us about an Island Savings’ RRSP loan.
It’s a great way to reduce your taxable income and ensure your longer-term ﬁnancial security.
Talk to an Island Savings expert today and see for yourself why it’s good to be here.

Saturna Islander, Ian MacQuarrie died January 7, 2009. Ian has
had his place on Cliffside for 24 years, retiring 17 years ago and
thoroughly enjoyed his piece of quiet on Saturna. Ian was an
engineer working for BC Ferries, Pacific Ocean Sciences and a
teacher and carpenter. He enjoyed a pint of beer and a spirited
conversation with friends at Saturna Point Pub after a day of
working on his projects. Ian was a huge fan of vintage cars and
did a magnificent job restoring his 1937 Bentley and 1957
Magnet MG. It was fun to see Ian at the wheel as he drove them
on Saturna.
He travelled extensively and picked up languages easily,
living in India for several years, and for the last 14 years,
spending winters at his home in San Jose del Cabo, Mexico. Ian’s
wife, Akemi Bjornsfelt, says he was a private person, loving and
kind, very diligent, neat and organized.
An impromptu wake was held on Saturna with Ian’s sons,
Hamish and Alistair, niece Cassie Hull, wife Akemi and his many
Saturna friends. Good conversation and lots of toasts of beer and
scotch were enjoyed, in memory of Ian, an Edinburgh Scot, who
enjoyed the world and his extensive family. 0
CEAA from page 1
oversight, you have no right to cloak yourself in a green veneer,’
he said. Residents close to Bute Inlet, have expressed concern,
according to Lannie Keller of Read Island.
And Denise Reinhardt of Malaspina Communities for Public
Power in Powell River said, ‘This ecosystem is at its breaking
point, and Plutonic is indicating that they just plan to keep going
building more dams and more transmission lines, regardless of
its impacts.’

The Bute Inlet Project

BRENTWOOD (250) 544-4041 CEDAR (250) 722-7073 CHEMAINUS (250) 246-3273 COWICHAN COMMONS (250) 746-5575
DOUGLAS & BROUGHTON (250) 385-4728 DOWNTOWN DUNCAN (250) 746-4171 LADYSMITH (250) 245-0456 LAKE COWICHAN (250) 749-6631
MAYFAIR MALL (250) 385-4476 MILL BAY (250) 743-5534 SALT SPRING (250) 537-5587 SHAWNIGAN (250) 743-5395
WEST SHORE (250) 474-7262 WOODGROVE CENTRE (250) 390-7070 www.ISCU.com

Island Tides newspaper—keeping you connected, in print and online!

This $4 billion project includes 17 generating facilities,
connecting roads and transmission lines, a substation, and a
transmission line connection to BC Hydro. (The project was
described in detail in Island Tides’ January 15 issue and is
available in Island Tides’ online archive, www.islandtides.com.)
Earlier information indicated that the connecting
transmission line would be routed down Loughborough Inlet,
across West Thurlow Island, across Johnstone Strait to
Vancouver Island, then south to Elk Falls, a distance of some 220
kilometres. More recent information suggests that the
transmission line would instead run down Toba Inlet to Hydro’s
Malaspina substation, a similar distance.
Meanwhile, the provincial government has announced that a
study to be conducted by the BC Utilities Commission will plan
the transmission line network for BC for the next 30 years. In
addition to considering connections to new generating sites,
such a study could also make provision for the export of power
from sites like Bute Inlet to the United States. Plutonic has
recently indicated to investors that some of the power generated
in BC will be transmitted to California.
Also, a previously estimated total generating capacity of
900MW now appears to have risen to over 1000MW, though,
without large dams, the actual amount of energy that can be
generated is very sensitive to seasonal variations in the water
flow in any given year. 0
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GSA Auto Rentals

Mention this ad & get
10% off first month’s rental.
* Rates subject to change.

Rent or Lease

Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Minivans
We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788
GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

ISLAND
EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

FOR SALE

LTD.

Southern Gulf

House & Cottage Rentals
Pender Island Long Term: Private,
treed location, 3 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, 7 appliances, sauna—
$1200.
Great location, large open concept
living, dining area and large kitchen
with breakfast bar. 3 bedrooms—
$1100.
Quiet area, cozy SW facing 1
bedroom home. Stove, fridge/freezer,
washer/dryer—$700.

Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417

FREE!

Scrap Car,
Truck, Bus &
Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

27ft trawler. Great weekend and
fishing boat, sleeps 4. Many updates
and extras. In excellent condition.
$28,500. For details and pictures call
250-539-2884 or 250-246-4652

MEETINGS

School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of School
Trustees will be held at Salt Spring
Elementary School, Salt Spring Island
on Wednesday, February 11
commencing at 1pm. To view the
agenda for this meeting, please refer to
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html.
Public Welcome!

250-629-3660
www.islandtides.com

email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

ISLAND
MARINE

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile
Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

Ph: 250-537-9710

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

Tanya Lester

are cruelly exploited and deprived of their
childhood. Whether they make toys, clothes or
war weapons in sweat shops or whether they
are exploited by the sex trade globally or
involved in armed conflicts [may they] one day,
be free. Free Omar Khadr.’
According to Wikipedia, the Toronto-born
Canadian at 15-years-old, was in an
Afghanistan house bombed by US military. He
was accused of retaliating by throwing a
grenade which ended in a US soldier’s death.
However, the Internet encyclopedia states that
in February 2008 the US Pentagon accidentally
issued documents indicating there was no
evidence Khadr hurled the grenade. Military
officials, in fact, claimed someone else threw
the grenade which resulted in the fatality.
Peter McKay, Minister of National Defence,
in a CBC radio story, stated that the Harper
government would re-evaluate its position to
not interfere with the US Military
Commission’s handling of the Khadr case now
that the trial has been adjourned.
Michael Ignatieff, the Canadian Liberal
Opposition leader, indicated that he believes
Khadr should be repatriated to this country and
that the Guantanamo Bay prison should be shut
down.
Tatonetti asked that those in support of
Khadr’s return to Canada should write to Prime
Minister Harper and their MPs. 0

LETTERS from page 5
example, could produce the electric motors for the car industry to replace their
lost military businesses. They have already moved into wind technology in a big
way.
We have to begin to view and run the economy as a life support system for the
people instead of a roulette wheel for the rich.
Jim Wight, Saanich & Sue Hiscocks, Victoria

Guatemalan Good News

• Concrete forming and
framing
• House kit assembly
• Project management
• General contracting
• Boat access locations
welcome
• Serving Gulf Islands and
Vancouver Island

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198

S TANDING S EAM
M ETAL R OOFING

F OR W ATER
C OLLECTION S YSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

Dear Editor:
Obama euphoria isn’t the only good news. For people in our part of the world, the
tidings from Sheila Reid, who has been visiting communities in Guatemala where
she has worked in the past, are inspiring. Workshops for women have given them
the skills to organize and educate themselves and start small business ventures.
Young people have done well at advanced schools. They have returned to their
mountain villages eager to develop environmental awareness and put it into
practice.
Health consciousness has become important. Students are advocating political
awareness and new ways of dealing with social affairs.
A very practical development is the installation of super-efficient stoves that
minimize fuel consumption and the production of smoke. Much of this
improvement has been financed through funds from OGIFA, (Ometepe-Gulf

- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers

MOORINGS

539-5252 or
250-478-6937

INSTALLED • SERVICED
MAINTAINED

Chris West
Dive Services
250-888-7199
250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599

Al Klyne
Nanaimo: 250-591-5444
Mayne Is: 250-539-9887
alanklyne@telus.net

WANTED TO RENT

Seeking Saturna homes/cottages for
wedding guests weekend of August
8th. Call Tim at 250-885-0512.

YOUR BUSINESS WILL BE SEEN ALL ACROSS THE STRAIT OF GEORGIA,
FROM AS LITTLE AS $30
250-629-3660
islandtides@islandtides.com

Khadr supported in hunger strike
Christian Tatonetti, a former Salt Spring Island
resident, spent over half of January on a hunger
strike in support of Omar Khadr, the Canadian
imprisoned for seven years, since the age of 15,
in the United States prison in Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba.
Tatonetti, a musician who now lives in
Victoria, wrote to his 340 supporters on
Facebook, ‘I believe that Obama should and will
do the right thing and Omar will be sent home
in light of the false evidences that have been
brought before the courts.’
The day before Tatonetti ended his 18-day
strike on January 20, President Obama
announced suspension of Khadr’s trial for 120
days while the new US administration
investigates how it should proceed with
Guantanamo Bay prisoners.
Tatonetti, who lived for a decade on Salt
Spring and sold his ‘Bare with Me’ soap at the
Saturday market, also stated that his friends
where concerned for his health after two-and-ahalf weeks of the liquid-only diet.
On a CBC television news story, Lieutenant
Commander William Kuebler, Khadr’s lawyer,
said based on his client’s ‘child soldier’ status,
he doubted whether his trial would reconvene
in a US military court.
On Facebook, Tatonetti stated that he
prayed ‘the world’s politicians will come to
realize that too many children across the world

Ltd.

MARINE

www.island-explorer.com/pender

GETAWAYS

KLYNE
CONSTRUCTION

CE VAESE
ANROOFING

N

Monthly Rentals
from $575*

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

FOR RENT
L

AUTOMOTIVE

Who’s worth $10 million
per annum?
Canada may be in for a rocky economic ride, but the nation’s best
paid 100 CEOs are still basking in the glow of the banner year of
2007 when they got a record 22% average pay hike. The best paid
100 CEOs tallied one billion in average total earnings—an
historical first, according to a report on CEO pay by the Canadian
Centre for Policy Alternatives (CCPA).
‘At that rate of pay, Canada’s richest CEOs pocket the average
Canadian wage of $40,237 by 9:04am January 2—before most
Canadians have booted up their computer for another year of
work,’ says CCPA Research Associate Hugh Mackenzie.
Among the report’s findings:
The 100 highest paid CEOs of Canadian publicly traded
corporations received an average of $10,408,054 in total
compensation in 2007.
Many of the top 100 include Canada’s big bank CEOs, who
recently received billions in federal government bail-out money
to purchase mortgage loans, and energy CEOs who, until
recently, were surfing the big wave of crude oil price increases.
Average CEO pay for the top 100 was up 22% from its $8.5
million average in 2006.
In contrast, average Canadian earnings rose by only 3.2%—
the best increase in the past five years, but a small fraction of the
CEOs’ pay hike and barely keeping up with inflation.
‘Compared with ordinary Canadians, whose wages have been
stagnant for 30 years, Canada’s economic downturn promises to
hit the masses far harder than the best paid 100 CEOs,’
Mackenzie says. ‘They have enjoyed a decade of record pay hikes
and will land on a softer cushion if they stumble from their lofty
heights this year.’0
The full report can be found at www.policyalternatives.com.

Islands Friendship Association), and POP ATZIAQ, (Mayan traditional
institution).
This is a sketchy summary of Sheila’s account. If anyone wants to read all the
details, I can be reached at 250-537-9804.
Maggie Schubart, Salt Spring Island

TB Vets Tags

Dear Editor:
Ron Goyette of TB Vets asked me to send this information.
On December 30, Canada Post picked up over 175,000 TB Vets Keytags and
will distribute them in early January to our valued supporters throughout British
Columbia.
Each year TB Vets returns approximately 2,000 lost sets of keys to their
rightful owners throughout the province. Through the generosity of our donors,
they have been able to give back over $10 million for respiratory equipment to BC
hospitals, for research into cures and treatment of TB and other respiratory
diseases, and for education of tomorrow’s respiratory therapists. All money raised
in BC stays in the province.
If you would like to donate or be put on the TB Vets Keytag mailing list, please
contact us at 1-888-874-5626. For more information visit www.tbvets.org.
Paul Holman, Gibsons Landing

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks, Garage Decks
and Roofdecks.
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288

Servicing the Gulf Islands

BOXED ADS

Start at $30
Call today
250-629-3660
islandtides@islandtides.com

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that Neil Ivan
Podmore
and
Dorothy
Podmore, North Pender Island,
B.C. intend to make application
to Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for a Specific
Permission-Private Moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
Land located in the vicinity of
Razor Point, North Pender
Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is # 1413267. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Section Head, Integrated
Land Management Bureau at
#142-2080 Labieux Road,
Nanaimo, B.C. V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until February 25, 2009.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website:
http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca
under the link: Applications &
Reasons for Decisions for more
information.
Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information
Advisor
at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.
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Film Review by Richard Boyce
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Today, that waterfall no longer exists. The
ver the years, I’ve explored much of the
crystal-clear water of Englishman River, water has finally carved through solid rock,
as it runs its course of 10 kilometres allowing the river to flow under a massive
between the source on Mount Arrowsmith and boulder rather than over it. The deep canyon
the estuary in the Strait of Georgia. Jumping off between steeply carved cliffs, etched out by the
river’s flow of water,
the cliffs at the river’s lower
bears testament to the
falls in the provincial park, my
fact that this type of
friends and I would swim
natural change has been
across the large pool to the
happening for millennia.
gushing flow of water that was
The disappearance of
the falls. Skirting around the
this waterfall reminds
edge of the pounding water
me to look at the bigger
and thick spray, we were able
picture.
to access a fairly large cave in
Multi-national
behind the cascading waterfall.
corporations around the
There, we sat on a log,
world are taking over
wedged between the rocks, and
control of the world’s
watched the light filter in
water. The pretense is
through the emerald coloured
usually that the local
waterfall—that memory will
cannot
remain with me forever.
LOWER FALLS HAVE CHANGED governments

PUBLIC INPUT
Islands Trust
Proposed 2009-2010 Annual Budget
Visit our web site at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca or
E-mail: budet2009@islandstrust.bc.ca

We’d like to hear from you
The Islands Trust invites input from the public on its proposed annual budget.
Trust Council will consider your input during its budget deliberations, before it
makes a final decision on Thursday, March 12.
You can get all the budget details directly from the following Islands Trust offices:
1-500 Lower Ganges
Road
Salt Spring Island, BC
Phone: 250-537-9144

700 North Road
Gabriola Island, BC
Phone: 250-247-2063

200-1627 Fort Street
Victoria, BC
Phone: 250-405-5151

This information is also available on the Island Trusts website at www.islandstrust.bc.ca

Submissions from the public regarding the proposed budget must be delivered by:
Noon Monday, February 16
Islands Trust Council
Attention: Treasurer
#200-1627 Fort Street
Victoria, BC V8R 1H8
OR
Fax: (250) 405-5155
OR
E-mail at: budget2009@islandstrust.bc.ca

ELECTIONS BC

KNOW THE RULES
ELECTION AND REFERENDUM ADVERTISING
Individuals and organizations that intend to sponsor advertising related to the May 2009
Provincial General Election or Referendum on Electoral Reform need to know the rules.
• You must be registered with Elections BC to sponsor or conduct election advertising
• Election advertising sponsors, other than candidates or registered political parties,
can only sponsor advertising worth $3,000 in a single electoral district and $150,000
province-wide from February 13 to May 12, 2009, inclusive

Photo: Ron Smid, www.ronsmid.com

Water is a local and global issue

keep up with the public demands
for increased water, safety and
security. The result is that the price
of water doubles, public access
decreases, and poor people die of
thirst. The fact is corporations have
made water more expensive than
anything the general public
consumes. Water in small plastic
bottles, fetches double the price of
gasoline at your local convenience
store.
Today a local company pumps
ENGLISHMAN RIVERS FALL IN FORMER GLORY
fresh water directly out of Rosewall
Creek, just north of Deep Bay. They export more worldwaterwars.com.
The film goes on to state; ‘Corporate giants
than 24 million individual plastic bottles of water
force
developing countries to privatize their
to Asia every year.
Recycling has to be a question, but so does water supply for profit. Wall Street investors
ownership of water. Who has the right to sell target desalination and mass bulk-water export
schemes. Corrupt governments use water for
water?
In 1997 The World Bank, on behalf of multi- economic and political gain. Military control of
national corporations, forced the government water emerges and a new geo-political map and
of Bolivia to privatize their public water systems power structure forms, setting the stage for
as an explicit condition of aid for this world water wars.’
Maude Barlow, a central person in the film
impoverished country. The collection of
proclaims,
‘This is our revolution, this is our
rainwater by the people was made illegal.
war.
A
line
has
been crossed, as water becomes
Citizen’s revolted, police killed civilians, but the
people prevailed and were eventually a commodity. Will we survive?’ As the national
victorious. The government was forced to chairperson of the Council of Canadians, and
change and some of the multi-national the founder of the Blue Planet Project, Barlow
corporations were expelled from the country. has been raising awareness about this issue for
Water was returned to the people as a right, not decades and sees a sharp increase in support as
people begin to realize the dangers. Find out
a privilege to be paid for with cash.
‘In every corner of the globe, we are more: www.blueplanetproject.net.
Another inspiring character in the film is
polluting, diverting, pumping, and wasting our
young
Canadian Ryan Hreljac, who started
limited supply of fresh water … as population
raising
money
to provide clean drinking water
and technology grows. The rampant
overdevelopment of agriculture, housing and for people in Africa when he was in grade one.
industry increase the demands for fresh water Since then he has raised $2 million which
well beyond the finite supply, resulting in the hasbuilt 319 wells in 114 countries providing
desertification of the earth.’ This quote comes clean drinking water to nearly half a million
from a documentary film I saw on the big people. Today he’s in highschool. 0
screen during the holidays. Blue Gold: World Richard Boyce is a documentary filmmaker on
Water Wars is winning awards, receiving rave Vancouver Island, he is currently editing his
reviews, and attracting a great deal of public film about the rainforest canopy. Find out
attention. Check it out at: www.bluegold- more at www.islandboundmedia.ca. 0

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643
Kim Davis
250-629-3762

• Only registered proponent and opponent groups and registered referendum
advertising sponsors can sponsor or conduct referendum advertising from
February 1 to May 12, 2009, inclusive
• There are no spending limits for registered referendum advertising sponsors or
proponent or opponent groups
• Referendum advertising and election advertising cannot be combined except
by registered political parties and candidates
• For information on how to register as an election or referendum advertising sponsor
visit www.elections.bc.ca
• For more information on the rules about election and/or referendum advertising see
the Guide to Election Communications and the Guide to Referendum Advertising at
www.elections.bc.ca

www.elections.bc.ca

1-800-661-8683

Structural & Artistic Design
Fabrication & Repairs
Mobile Service

