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Last Friday, June 6, the BC Ferry Commissioner
announced that there would be no significant increase
in the ‘service fee’ paid by the province to BC Ferry
Services Inc during Performance Term 2, from April
2008 to April 2012. This means that virtually all
increases in the costs of operating coastal ferries will be
paid by users, resulting in a continuation of the steep
rises in ferry fares that Islanders have experienced over
the last five years. This decision was made despite
Ferry Advisory Committee discussions with
Transportation Minister Kevin Falcon, which had
offered some hope that the burden of increased ferry
fares on coastal communities might be relieved.
The existing fuel surcharges will be included in the
new fare increases; the Commissioner previously
estimated that, if there were no increase in the service
fee, on April 1, 2008, fares will go up by 5.4% on the major routes (between the Mainland and
Vancouver Island) and 3.6% on all other routes. On April 1 of 2009, 2010, and 2011, fare increases
are calculated depending on the Consumer Price Index for BC. With a CPI of 2%, these future
annual increases would be 3% for major routes and 6.7% for all other routes.

Northern Route Service Fees
The contract between the Province and BCFS has had a number of minor amendments. However,
the only increases in the service fee are related to capital costs incurred on the northern runs for
replacement vessels, particularly for the Northern Adventure, replacing the shipwrecked Queen of
the North. The Northern Adventure, formerly the Sonia, was imported and refitted, incurring
import duties of some $13 million; these duties have now been rebated by the federal government.
The province has not yet decided how this rebate will be applied, but the commissioner says that if
it is applied to reduce fare caps, it is estimated that it will reduce annual fare increases from 6.7%
to 6.3% over Performance Term 2.
FERRY FARES, please turn to page 9

Greens’ green shelter ~ Patrick Brown
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Bodega Ridge, Galiano Island

It was a GASS! ~ Gail Neumann
Overcast skies and scattered showers didn’t
dampen the spirits of Islanders who converged
on Centennial Park, Salt Spring Island for the
Getting Around Salt Spring (GASS) fair on June
16. The Community Energy Strategy Task Force
organized the event to promote energy-saving
transportation.
A ‘Critical Mass Rally’ launched the day’s
activities. Enthusiastic participants gathered at
three Island points; on decorated and altered
bicycles, in wheelchairs, on roller skates and on
foot. The largest number of cyclists met at the
Fulford Inn and braved Lees Hill to ride to
Ganges. They picked up more cyclists at
Cusheon Lake Road, and those coming from
Vesuvius and northern points of the Island met
at Central Hall to ride to Dagwood’s parking lot.
There, the Raging Grannies toasted the
proposed new transit minibus with a song.
They then joined its inaugural ride along with
half a dozen wheelchair users who had boarded
via the hydraulic lift. The combined ‘critical
mass’ left upper Ganges—riding, rolling and
strolling to Centennial Park. Reports indicated
that there were over 150 participants, including
people from other Gulf Islands, Victoria,
Duncan, and Vancouver.
Cycling on our narrow winding roads was a
concern voiced by many of the participants. It
can truly be frightening to feel your bike wobble
in the back-draft as a truck speeds by inches
away. Many claimed that they felt empowered
by riding in a large group. Traffic slowed and
the roads seemed safer. ‘Share the road’ signs
have been posted on major routes to remind
motorists that bicycles are part of the traffic
flow. Riders were pleased to hear that more
mass rides are planned throughout the summer
and more signs are promised.

GASS Fair
In and around Centennial Park, a variety of
booths offered information including how to
choose a bicycle, bicycle inspection and advice,
helmet fitting, local car co-op information,
Island Pathways heritage maps, a Green
Wheels Show, and information on how to walk
safely on the roads. BC Transit distributed a
survey form to begin gathering input about
routes, bus stops and whatever else people
wanted to say.
In the afternoon, the Fritz Cinema featured,
‘You Never Bike Alone’ followed by a
discussion. A forum rounded out the day.
Keynote speaker Todd Litman, founder of the
Victoria Transport Policy Institute spoke on
designing bicycle and pedestrian-oriented
communities. Displays and speakers from the
CRD, and BC Transit brought details of the
plans of the proposed Salt Spring
Transportation Commission.
Many rural wheelchair-users live in relative
isolation because they need a lift-equipped
vehicle to get beyond their own homes. Owning
such a vehicle is beyond the means of most. The
Lions Club generously provides transportation
to Islanders for medical appointments but their
resources limit the use of their vehicles and
drivers. A lift-equipped bus will open up new
worlds to handicapped people who want to get
out and mingle in town, go shopping or to
attend special events.
The transit minibus on-hand for the day was
the same style as the two 24-passenger busses
proposed for operation on Salt Spring Island.
The proposed bus schedule will have one bus
run weekdays between Fulford, Ganges and
Vesuvius, and the other around the Ganges core
GASS, please turn to page 9

According to Green Party figures, direct
emissions from Canadian buildings in 2004
totalled 81 megatonnes of CO2 equivalent, or
about 10.6% of the nation’s total greenhouse
gas emissions. This amount does not include
emissions from the production of electricity
and heating, 130 megatonnes, of which a
substantial portion can be attributed to homes
and buildings.
When electricity and heating are totalled in,
this could amount to 33% of Canada’s
greenhouse gas emissions. This is not
surprising; for much of the year, we live in a
cold and dark land. Yet most of us live and work
comfortably in warm, well-lit buildings. How
can we maintain this comfort, while reducing
our GHG emissions?

The Green Party Green Plan
The Green Party agenda is the most
comprehensive plan yet proposed by any of
Canada’s national political parties. As its leader
Elizabeth May has suggested to the others,
‘Steal these ideas!’ Here are some that are
worth stealing.
The Green Party’s Green plan includes:
ensuring that all new buildings are energy selfsufficient by 2025, retrofitting all government
and public buildings, and providing revolving
federal loans to finance retrofits for residences
and businesses. For homes, the plan mandates
solar hot water and solar photo-voltaic
installation, and the phasing out of inefficient
appliances and lighting.
In addition to the savings in electricity
demand from more efficient buildings and

homes, the plan also calls for a massive shift
from fossil-fuel electrical generation to
renewable energy sources.

Comfortable and Economic
It is a many-faceted approach that requires
active participation by energy suppliers,
governments, builders and contractors,
building owners, and homeowners. It requires
a big effort to solve a big problem, and certainly
does involve significant changes in the way we
generate and use energy.
But the plan assumes that Canadians expect
to live, work, learn, and shop with the same
comfort and convenience that they do now, and
that there would be no negative effect on the
economy. In fact, in terms of energy selfsufficiency at the local, regional, and national
levels,
there
would
be
significant
improvements.
The plan sets a variety of target dates,
reflecting the fact that some of these objectives
can be accomplished with today’s technology,
requiring only public enthusiasm; others
require government involvement, requiring
political will (which seems, somehow, harder to
generate). And all will take place against a
growing background of technological
developments which may be reasonably
expected to make many of these initiatives
practical in dollar terms for governments,
businesses, and individuals. If not now, then
very soon.
In fact, we would be substituting capital
investment in self-sufficient technology for a
GREEN SHELTER, please turn to page 11

Photo: Tom Mitchell

The Critical Mass Rally converges in Ganges to visit the ‘Getting Around Salt
Spring Fair.’
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COLLEEN MCCRORY, 1950 - 2007 - A Legacy of BC Parks
AT FULFORD HARBOUR
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On Canada Day, Canada lost one of its greatest environmental
champions, Colleen McCrory. Colleen died peacefully at home
on July 1, only two weeks after falling ill with what turned out
to be brain cancer. Her environmental work won her honours
and recognition all over the world. She
played a critical role in the creation of
innumerable parks in BC. Her loss has left
a groundswell of sorrow from her family,
numerous friends, and the BC
environmental movement that is shared
by many people across Canada and in
other countries.
Colleen was born into a mining family
in the Kootenays, in the small village of
New Denver. She lived in New Denver or
its sister village, Silverton, all her life. As
children, she and her many brothers and
sisters often accompanied their older
brother Wayne tramping in the the heart
of grizzly country, into magnificent
wilderness that she and Wayne would one
day help to protect. Their activism work
really began when they joined forces with
several other environmental activists in
New Denver to form the Valhalla Wilderness Society. Her first
role in the Society was secretary, but she soon emerged as its
leading activist and served as chairperson or executive director
over most of the society’s history.
Colleen was most famous for her key roles in protecting
Valhalla Provincial Park and South Moresby National Park
Reserve. These parks required many years of fierce battles with
the logging industry, and Colleen was in the forefront of these
battles, representing the Valhalla Wilderness Society.
The Society went on to lead successful efforts to protect the
Khutzeymateen Grizzly Sanctuary, the Goat Range Provincial
Park and the new Spirit Bear Conservancy, in which Colleen
assisted campaigns led by her brother, bear biologist Wayne
McCrory. The Valhalla Wilderness Society is now credited with
successful campaigns to protect over a million acres of parks in
British Columbia.
However, Colleen’s work was even larger than the Valhalla
Wilderness Society. In the late 1980s, Colleen was instrumental
in convincing the NDP government to set up local and regional
planning processes to increase BC’s parks to 12% of the
province.
She was a veritable switchboard connecting
environmentalists all over BC and Canada. She gave her
energies to many small grassroots environmental groups to
help them get funding, even when she didn’t have enough
funds to do her own work. And she was never more happy than
when she was travelling backroads all across BC and Canada,
meeting aboriginal people in their homes, learning about their
problems and trying to help them.
In 1991, after Valhalla and South Moresby protected areas
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had been created, Colleen somehow learned that $14 billion
worth of pulp development was planned in the Boreal forest,
threatening the way of life of many small aboriginal and
farming communities. She bought an arctic parka and blithely
announced to the directors of Valhalla
Wilderness Society that she was headed off
across Canada (in the middle of winter) to
warn these communities. Colleen left a trail
of organizing all the way across northern
Canada. The result was Canada’s Future
Forest Alliance. The Alliance, now
numbering nearly 300,000 members, is a
network of environmental, native, labour
and community groups, and individuals
interested in reform of forest policy and
practice, chiefly in the Boreal forest.
Her work took her far afield to Europe,
South America, Russia and Japan, but her
homebase was always, to the very end, the
Valhalla Wilderness Society. Her work there
was backed up by a team of strategists,
writers, researchers and scientific expertise.
Many environmentalists say they were
inspired by Colleen, but Colleen’s guiding
light, who worked closely with her on many of her campaigns,
was Richard Caniell, one of the founding members and a
current director of the Society.
In 2001 she was the Green Party candidate for the NelsonCreston riding and became the Deputy Leader of the Green Party
of BC. In more recent years, she quit her position in the Green
Party to devote more of her time to the Valhalla Wilderness
Society.
While doing all this, Colleen was the loving mother of three
children, and grandmother to four grandchildren. She was also
well known in the local community for her dedicated help with
people in need of home care or other assistance—a legacy passed
on by her late mother ‘Angel Mabel’ who also helped with saving
Valhalla Park when Mabel was mayor of New Denver.
Colleen’s final campaign, covering the last nine years, was to
protect the Inland Temperate Rainforest of southeastern BC
and the endangered mountain caribou. The society has just
released its new park proposal, the Central Selkirk Mountain
Caribou Park Proposal. The Valhalla Society is dedicated to
carrying on with this campaign.
Former federal Minister of Environment, Charles Caccia
paid tribute: ‘What she achieved in life is truly remarkable.
With persistence and devotion she managed to mobilize
people, awakening public awareness, mobilizing the public in
support of her work and objectives, which became ours as well.
Her untimely and sudden disappearance leaves us in great
sorrow, but strengthens our will and commitment to the ideals
she held. Goodbye Colleen, we will miss you greatly. We will
miss your smile, your voice, your determination, your
friendship, and your beliefs in what still needs to be done!’

Orca whales get some attention from
federal government
After a year’s delay and threat of legal action,
the federal government has released the longawaited recovery strategy for BC’s endangered
Southern resident orca population, says a
Sierra
Legal
press
release,
and
environmentalists, who prompted the recovery
strategy’s release by threatening a lawsuit,
offered cautious praise.
The most essential component of recovery
strategies—identification of critical habitat—
has finally been included. Critical habitat
cannot be protected under Canada’s Species at
Risk Act (SARA) unless it is identified in a
recovery strategy.
‘We are pleased that DFO has finally
released this strategy with some of the killer
whales’ habitat clearly identified and mapped,’
commented Christianne Wilhelmson of
Georgia Strait Alliance. ‘Without this important
part of the strategy, the future of the species
would have truly been in doubt.’
The strategy was created by a team of both
government and non-government killer whale

experts. The recovery team produced the
strategy over a year ago but it was only recently
released. Sierra Legal connects this to a
threatened lawsuit last month by Sierra Legal
acting on behalf of Georgia Strait Alliance and
the Wilderness Committee.
Environmentalists are hoping that the move
marks a turning point for the federal
government. ‘If it doesn’t, we’ll be back in
court.’ said Lara Tessaro of Sierra Legal.
‘We need a commitment from federal
Fisheries Minister Loyola Hearn and
Environment Minister John Baird that politics
won’t trump science when it comes to our
endangered wildlife,’ said Gwen Barlee with the
Wilderness Committee. ‘I call on these
ministers to retain the independence of
recovery teams and let scientists—not
bureaucrats and politicians—decide which
habitat merits protection.’ ✐
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
An Island Celebration
The Saturna Lamb BBQ was a huge success this
year! The weather was the best ever—probably
due to the collective fretting of many Islanders
as we went from sunny to 40% chance of rain
into 80% and then I stopped listening! Good
weather for the BBQ means it needs to be good
long enough in advance so that mariners will
chance crossing the Georgia Strait from Seattle
and the Mainland or through the Gulf Island
passages from Vancouver Island.
We like no wind or a slight breeze and
mostly overcast so
that guests don’t get
too hot and that is
what we got! There
was a wonderful
dearth of hornets so
people could gnaw
on bones and slice
their
succulent
lamb without fear of
getting stung and
bitten. There were
no glitches; everything ran well. BBQs have a
life of their own and this one had good energy
from both guests and volunteers. All proceeds
from the BBQ go back into Saturna’s
community and maintain the Community Hall.
Saturna Community Club President Jacques
Campbell welcomed everyone and introduced
special guests, Chief Vern Jacks and his wife
Cora and three other members of the Tseycum
First Nation. (The Tseycum and Tsawout First
Nations jointly own a large piece of Saturna at
Fiddler’s Cove.) ‘Saturna Sings’, our choral
group, sang O Canada in English and French
with the crowd, and a mountie in red serge was
on the stage.
Chief Jacks opened the formal part of the
celebration with an opening prayer and
blessing, ‘for our children, for our people, and
for our unborn children.’ Chief Jacks stressed
that we are all people first and have many
similarities in our lives and in our aspirations.
He was pleased to address the celebration and
commented that it was a good step in Islanders
and Tseycum First Nation people getting to
know each other. Senator Pat Carney also
addressed the assembled, commenting on the
value of bringing people together to celebrate
and for a common purpose. Senator Pat said
Canada is celebrating 140 years of Canadian
achievement in building a united country based
on democracy, justice and human rights,
including the right to have fun, fun, fun.
Then we got down to serving a delectable
meal, and the guests got down to eating while
listening to the band from Salt Spring. The kids
were busy playing darts, bingo, coconut shy,
dunk-tank, and golf. Everyone browsed the
craft stalls, and the hundreds of bargain books
at the library booksale. The beer garden
hummed along while people basked in the
sunshine.
On the organizing end, thanks go to Donna
Curwen who has organized the BBQ for five
years now. Her buoyancy, obvious love of the
challenge, and ability to be inclusive defined her
as a respected and enjoyed chairperson.
Donna’s great people skills allowed her to
organize the event and to some extent us! She
loves seeing the community come together to
plan, organize and execute.
Saturna Islanders owe a large ‘thank-you’ to
the many Islanders who have created our
dynamic fundraiser over the years. Nearly 60
years on, Jim Campbell, who was part of
originating the event, checked in when we
racked the lambs on the irons and checked the
setting up of the wharves. With finesse he
carved lamb with razor-sharp knives on the
perimeter of the big fire.
Donna reminds us that she and Dave, who
has been our treasurer, will not even be on the
grounds next year. But thanks to Donna, we
now have a Saturna Lamb BBQ manual that
covers what each volunteer does to make this
event happen. (Each of us seems to do a
number of listed tasks, be a part of several
processes, and peripherally plug into a few
more!) Donna offers the manual and coaching
to a volunteer to replace her!
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Brian and Jean Hollingshead will also be
retiring. Brian has handled publicity and greatly
helped with coordinating ferries and, with wife
Jean, run the darts booth.
Pat Carney and Marie Mackie helped for
years with selling tickets and greeting guests.
Lil Cunningham, who has overseen the tea and
coffee booth for as long as I can remember, will
handle a shift and offer her advice as Joan
Dickey takes over the reins. Thanks to these
able people who participate with such gusto and
give so much to the community.
Many thanks to BC
Ferries who managed
to provide MV Tachek
and a crew for special
sailings on Friday
night and Saturday,
after another ferry in
dry-dock failed to be
finished on-time for
the runs. Donna
Curwen and Valerie
McMillan were tireless
in helping BC Ferries
to understand the importance of the sailings to
Saturna and to manage the almost impossible.
The Saturna Arts and Concerts Society and
our elementary school had a fundraiser called
‘Fantastic Fish.’ Island artists took home cedarplank salmon cutouts and returned their
fabulous efforts for a silent auction at the Lamb
BBQ which raised about $2,000. Karen
Muntean, Marcia Harter, Michael McKenzie
and the generous artists made this a success
and so much fun.
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Saturna Summer
The soft wind in your hair as you zoom
by on the boat,
Never looking back,
The fun games at the Lamb Barbeque,
Like jumping in a potato sack.
Making s’mores around the old camp fire
You see, at Saturna there are many
things to admire.
—Trixie Dykstra-Santos, age 10

School Open House
On June 27, the school was full of community
members who responded to the invitation to
celebrate the end of the exciting school year and
the start of summer. The kids put on a hilarious
skit, with very little costuming but great stage
presence. The story line was a girl goes out on
the porch and sees a bear and then tells her
mother who calls 911. This skit was performed
several times: normal, fast, slow, and in a
‘foreign’ language. It was wonderfully
entertaining.
Teacher Steve Dunsmuir presented a slide
show of their BC tour in June, and other
highlights of the school year. The kids
presented a slide show of life on Saturna which
they created to share with the pen-pals they
visited on their big BC trip. Great performances
and fine hosting!

Park Conservation
Park interpreter Athena George had a wellattended display about rearing baby
oystercatchers at the Saturna Lamb BBQ.
Athena used an aerial photo to give people an
idea of the legal distance to maintain between
you and islets. Getting the public to understand
why is important—many of the small
uninhabited islands and islets have the highest
level of protection in the Gulf Islands National
Park Reserve.
Athena has designed an all-ages program for
out in the field, at the ferry line-ups, and at our
Saturna Saturday Market (by the way, don’t
miss this summer event, as a buyer or seller).

Moon Howl
The annual Howling at the Full Moon event will
be at 7:30pm, Friday, July 27 at East Point.
Everyone is invited to this spontaneous, fun
event. Bring music about moons and perhaps
be prepared to lead a howl. All are welcome.
The next day, July 28, there will be a Local
Trust Committee meeting at 1:30 pm, probably
at the Rec Centre. ✐

North Pender Island
Local Trust Committee
www.islandstrust.bc.ca
information@islandstrust.bc.ca

NOTICE OF MEETING
The North Pender Island Local Trust Committee will hold a business meeting.
The purpose of the meeting is to hold a Public Hearing on Proposed Bylaw No. 171,
cited as “North Pender Islands Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 171, 2007.”
Following the close of the hearing, the North Pender Island Local Trust Committee
may consider further readings of the bylaws in the course of its business meeting.
DATE:
TIME:
LOCATION:

Saturday, July 28, 2007
12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
North Pender Island Elementary/Secondary School
5714 Canal Road, Pender Island, BC

The Proposed Bylaws and relevant Staff Reports can be viewed online at the
Islands Trust website www.islandstrust.bc.ca/ltc/np/bylaws.cfm
ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

NANAIMO

More daily flights home from the Mainland
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
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• Charter flights available to other destinations

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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THURSDAYS

The Fishery Afloat

10am-1pm: Poets Cove, S. Pender
1:30-5pm: Port Browning, N. Pender

BC’s best wild-only salmon,
live local crab, fresh halibut
& other seasonal seafood

11am-5pm: Maple Bay, Vancouver Is.
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FOR ADVANCE ORDERS
call 250-537-3474 or
email fish@saltspring.com

FRIDAYS
SATURDAYS
9am-1pm: Sturdies Bay, Galiano
1:30-5pm: Miners Bay, Mayne

SUNDAYS
11am-5pm: Montague Marina, Galiano

WATERFRONT PROPERTY
FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND

4.95

$189,900
TO

7

ACRE LOTS

anada’s 140th birthday weekend featured the usual selfcongratulation, platitudes, hoopla, and fireworks. And the
start of an international soccer tournament that featured
unlikely adversaries: Austria versus Congo, for example.
But each team had its Canadian supporters; the world, it
turns out, emigrates to Canada. Bringing hope, seeking
opportunity; sometimes leaving behind a bitter past, but always
creating a new future.
Canada, seen from afar, is a land of infinite possibility. It
always was.
Before the immigrants, Canada was a country of many
aboriginal communities, each with a long history, living on a
generous land. But today’s Canada was created by five centuries
of immigrants who each sought, created, and pursued the new
opportunities the country offered.
A majority of today’s aboriginals are under 25, a new
generation of Canadians. They, too, are residents in a strange,
new land, the Canada of the early twenty-first century.
In fact, no matter how long our ancestors may have been
here, we are all immigrants now. We all seek, in Canada, the
world as it should be: safe, just, caring, welcoming, rewarding,
respectful, moral, peaceful; governed with integrity,
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responsibility, democracy, and courage; yielding truth, beauty,
love, and joy.
As children, we expected these gifts from our parents. As
adults, we sometimes seek them from the government.
But government cannot give them to us. Government is only
a framework for our wishes and our involvement. It is to be
respected, but not revered. Government is our child, not our
parent.
What we receive from Canada depends not only on what we
each give, but also all what we give together. All Canadians, new
and old, must participate actively in the community of Canada,
politically, economically, socially, spiritually—and passionately.
What we choose to bring to today’s Canada is up to each of us.
It does not depend on where we came from or who we were. The
Canada we want depends on the Canada we are willing to create.
The world expects much from Canada, and from Canadians.
And what the world receives depends on everyone of us.
It has been said that ‘the world needs more Canada.’
We immigrants into Canada’s twenty-first century are the
citizens the world hopes for: wherever we came from, wherever
we go; in Canada, or anywhere on earth.
Canada, then, is no place for the passive. ✐

Readers’ Letters
Another Point of View
Dear Editor:
In detailing his concern that the Government of BC may be
slipping a substantive change of development authority into a
cleanup bill, Corky Evans made it clear that he favours local
control.
Why do Evans and the ongoing BC Government believe
control is needed? Why not support individual freedom, the
proven provider for humans and caretakers of land through
ownership?
One important factor in BC that Evans touches on but does
not detail is ‘who owns the land?’ With BC’s extremely high
proportion of government ownership, many activities such as
mountain recreation exist only by blessing of the collective.
Because of the way British Columbia was set up, that land is
owned by the complete collective—who must approve the
Balkanization desired by Evans.
So what should be done?
First, increase protection of individual rights. BC and Canada
are notably deficient in property rights, which in reality are
inseparable from other categories. Reduce the ability of any
government or government-enabled group to oppress
individuals, while strengthening the justice system to address
cases of fraud and initiation of physical force.
Secondly, migrate much more land to private ownership.
Keith Sketchley, Saanich

Great Loss to the Environmental
Movement
Dear Editor:
My friend Colleen McCrory died on Canada Day. My husband
Paul and I drove all night Friday to be with her and express our
love to her and her family. She had called me less than two weeks
before to tell me she had a brain tumour. Her cancer diagnosis
came only last week. She died peacefully in her home looking out
onto the Valhalla wilderness she’d campaigned to protect.
Colleen was a world-reknown environmental warrior, a
passionate community activist, a Rock of Gibraltor in her large
and loving family, and a dear, dear friend. During most of the
time I led the BC Green Party, she was my deputy leader and a
main source of support and advice. In campaign mode, we’d talk
every morning at 7.
She had a phenomenal nose for politics. ‘I can smell a scandal
brewing,’ she’d phone me to say…and she was always right. The
cuts to rural health care and our civil service, privatization of
health worker jobs, costs of the Whistler-Vancouver 2010
Games, sell-off of resources including privatization of hydrogeneration streams to independent power producers (she
smelled that one three years ago), export of raw logs from beetle
kill—she absolutely knew when British Columbians were getting
shafted as a result of bad public policy.
We did our damndest to get the message out and hold
government’s feet to the fire. Campaigning with Colleen was
intense. The late night wind-downs with her over beer made it
lots of fun.
Adriane Carr, Deputy Leader Green Party of Canada

Letter from the Office of the Premier
on the Death of Colleen McCrory
British Columbians mourn the loss of one of BC’s most
distinguished environmentalists, Colleen McCrory. Over her
lifetime, Colleen demonstrated an unparalleled commitment to
the well-being of BC’s wilderness and the future of this province.
A founding member of the Valhalla Wilderness Society and
Canada’s Future Forest Alliance, and a winner of the 1992
Goldman Environmental Prize, one of the world’s top
environmental prizes, the Governor General of Canada’s
Conservation Award, and Vancouver Island Human Rights
Coalition Citation for Outstanding Contributions to Protection of
the Environment, she was a tireless champion for the
preservation of our province’s natural habitat.
Colleen shared her knowledge with the world, and reminded
us of the true value of our forests, our mountains and the wildlife
that inhabits them. She built a network of environmental, native,
industry, labour and community leaders and helped us work
together for the betterment of British Columbia’s wildlife and its
people.
Colleen McCrory’s loss is deeply felt by British Columbians.
To her family and her community, we offer our sincerest
condolences.
Honourable Gordon Campbell, Office of The Premier

An Open Letter to BC Premier Gordon
Campbell
Dear Premier Campbell:
The Valhalla Wilderness Society greatly appreciates your public
statement honouring Colleen McCrory, one of Canada’s greatest
environmental activists. She was a true representative of the
public interest. Your statement that she ‘demonstrated an
unparalleled commitment to the well-being of BC’s wilderness
and the future of this province’ was a very accurate tribute.
You say that she ‘shared her knowledge with the world, and
reminded us of the true value of our forests, our mountains and
the wildlife that inhabits them.’ Indeed, that is so, and it is
gratifying to know that you recognize it. Colleen carried around
the world the knowledge that our forests are ‘the lungs of the
planet.’ If governments had acted appropriately at the time that
Colleen and many other environmental activists began to tell us
this, the carbon pollution, global warming and massive species
loss that are now happening could have been slowed down.
Instead, governments valued only the economic benefits of
clearcutting the forest. To politicians that was more important
than the survival of species. Their logging policies are directly
responsible for the threatened extinction of the mountain
caribou, the spotted owl and other old-growth dependent species
such as lichens. The same old-growth forests that these animals
needed could have been storing carbon for us. They could have
been holding in water, moisturizing the atmosphere. But now
most of the old-growth is gone, and it seems that one of the
species at risk may soon be human beings.
I am aware that your government has vowed to do better.
The key ingredient of Colleen’s success when she vowed to do
something was that she put her actions where her words were;
and she kept doing it.
LETTERS, PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 5
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604-948-0434
WWW.WESTCOASTLAND.NET
What is a
property worth
without water?

• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING
TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

Drilling the Islands since 
 
SSI:   
www drillwell com drill@drillwell com

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42.40! • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)

Friday to Sunday, July 20, 21 & 22

Chemainus Theatre Summer Festival:
Cole Porter’s 1930s musical comedy
Anything Goes and Agatha Christie’s
Murder
on
the
Nile,
Wednesdays–Sundays till September 15,
tickets
$29-$64.
Kidzplay
series:
Munschworx — six great stories by Robert
Munsch: ages 4 and up (bring an adult),
11am Wednesday–Saturday (1-hour show),
July 18–September 1, tickets $8 @ box office 1-800-565-7738 •
Info: www.chemainustheatrefestival.ca • IN CHEMAINUS

23rd Annual Islands Folk Festival—three days of music and
family fun, 150+ performers on seven
stages, non-stop music, dancing, family
activities, arts & crafts, on-site camping •
Providence Farm • Friday 6pm–Sunday
4pm • Tickets: advance weekend passes
$80; day passes @ the gate •
Info: www.folkfest.bc.ca, 1-250-748-3975 •
NEAR DUNCAN

David Cooper

Now till September 15

Saturdays till Thanksgiving
Pender Islands Farmers’ Market—‘Come drop by ’cuz you
just never know what you’ll find or who you’ll meet!’ Fresh local
produce; baked goods and cheeses; local art and artisan works. •
Community Hall, Bedwell Harbour Road • Every Saturday
9:30am–1pm • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturdays till September
Galiano Saturday Market—come rain or shine—eat great
food, listen to music and support the local economy; a little bit of
everything: arts and crafts, market gardeners, healing arts and
fleamarket • Lions Park, Burrill Road • 10am–2pm • Info:
Deborah Roberts, 250-539-2107 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Sat July 14, Thurs July 19 & 26
Pender Film Group Screenings—SAT JULY 14: The Painted
Veil (2006) Journey into the heart of ancient China with a young
English couple in the 1920s; THUR JULY 19: Faith Without Fear
(2007) How has Islam, a religion of justice, become mired in fear?
Me and the Mosque (2005) The role of women in the Islamic
faith, and the acceptance of women in Canadian mosques; THURS
JULY 26: Travellers and Magicians (2003) Two Buddhists
embark on parallel, if separate, journeys • Community Hall •
7:30pm • Admission by donation • Info: www.penderislands.org,
click ‘events’ • ON PENDER ISLAND

Wednesday, July 18
Graeme Wilkinson Piano Concert—just returned
from piano competitions in Paris and Boston; back on Pender
to play Handel, Bach, Schubert, Chopin and Brahms • 5:00pm •
Anglican Parish Hall • Tickets: $10 at Casual Pender,
include wine and cheese • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, July 21 & 22
11th Annual Art Off The Fence Outdoor Art Show and Sale—
featuring the work of 13 Pender Islands artists, with musical
performances by Pender musicians • Whalepointe, 9929
Southlands Drive; watch for the roadside signs • 11am-4pm •
Info: Susan Taylor 250-629-6661, susan_taylor@telus.net • ON
SOUTH PENDER ISLAND

LETTERS FROM PAGE 4
Although Colleen is gone, I can tell you what actions she
would recommend if you want to honour her memory. Colleen
spent the last nine years of her life calling attention to the value
of the old-growth inland temperate rainforest and trying to save
its endangered mountain caribou. She was extremely upset that
old-growth forest continued to be logged even while the
mountain caribou was struggling to survive. She was outraged
that the recovery process for mountain caribou had been going
on for over three years with no definitive result.
You may think your Species at Risk Coordination Office
(SaRCO) is taking care of that. Did you know that over 42
scientists have signed a petition saying that SaRCO's draft
strategy is deficient and all logging of old-growth in mountain
caribou habitat should be stopped? Did you know that almost all
the grassroots environmental groups in the region are united
against any more logging of old-growth in mountain caribou
habitat?
Colleen was particularly concerned about the mountain
caribou in our area: the Central Selkirk herd. This is the most
viable of all the southern herds, yet improvements to habitat
protection proposed by the government have been grossly
inadequate. The Valhalla Wilderness Society has identified the
area needed by this herd. It is our new Central Selkirk Mountain
Caribou Park Proposal.
Your statement about Colleen is a good start, but only action
can honour the memory of Colleen McCrory. She spent over
thirty years of her life fighting massive damage to the
environment that was covered up by talk. Colleen’s brother
Wayne and I would like to meet with you or your representatives
to discuss the mountain caribou situation and the Central Selkirk
Mountain Caribou Park Proposal in detail. This proposal is the
result of years of study that Colleen and the Valhalla Society have
given this crucially important area. Your office can call me or
Wayne to arrange a meeting.
Anne Sherrod, Valhalla Society, New Denver
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August 9-12 • 2007 • Rockwood Centre • Sechelt
Tickets on sale N OW !

| toll free: 1.800.565.9631
www.writersfestival.ca

tel: 604.885.9631

Thurs to Sat, August 2 to 11
Hornby Festival 2007—art show and performance, line-up
includes Aboubacar Camara, Ache Brazil, Mae Moore & Lester
Quitzau, Outlaw Social, Lynda Raino & David Ferguson, Kirby
Quartet, Dave Eggar & Dina Finai, Ulli Bartel & Scott
White, Capoeira Workshop and Hornby Island Writers; childrens
events, Crazy Orchestra and youth drumming workshop • various
venues, free outdoor performances (Art in Unusual Places) •
opening reception Thursday 5:30pm • Tickets: Adults $18–$25/
Seniors $14–$21/Children $6–$10/Under 5 free (except Crazy
Orchestra); Box Office: 250-335-1715, credit cards accepted •
Info: www.hornbyfestival.bc.ca • ON HORNBY ISLAND

Saturday, August 11
Galiano Wine Festival—wines
from up-and-coming local producers
and around the world; local cheese to
taste and purchase; music by
Brad Prevedoros; raffle, silent auction,
refreshments, souvenir crystal wine glass; fundraiser for the
Galiano Health Centre • Lions Park • 1–4pm • Tickets: $30 @
door or Ken Smith at 250-539-3506 or 5star@islandtimebc.com
• Info: www.galianoisland.com • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, August 11 & 12
Coombs Fair—4-H & open displays,
animals, arts & crafts, domestic science,
horticulture & more; blacksmithing,
spinning & weaving, beekeeping &
master gardening demos; live music,
games, food & fun for whole family • Coombs Fairgrounds, Ford
Road, behind Coombs General Store • SAT: 8am–6pm, SUN:
8am–5pm • Tickets at gate • Info: Janet Boley 250-752-9757,
www.coombsfair.com • IN COOMBS, VANCOUVER ISLAND

September 9 to 16
Health and Wellness Adventure Week—an amazing week of
whole foods, daily Egoscue group classes, gentle yoga and
wilderness adventures; relax, rejuvenate, rediscover • Luxurious
Bear Cove Cottages Resort, Port Hardy • $1100 per person,
limited space, book early • Info and registration:
www.bearcovecottages.ca, 1-877-949-7939, www.egoscue.com •
NORTH VANCOUVER ISLAND

Watson Speaks about Peace Award
Dear Editor:
I never thought I would see the day that someone would give me
a ‘peace’ prize. But I received the Amazon Peace Prize awarded
by the Latin American Association on Human Rights on July 5.
Although I have never injured a single person in three
decades of high seas confrontations to protect marine wildlife,
the rumours and accusations continue to circulate that I am a
violent person. Maybe winning a peace prize will put an end to
the silly accusations, but probably not. I think that in our modern
warped society protecting life from slaughter is considered
violent, in fact interfering with profits is considered violent.
When His Holiness the Dalai Lama gave me an image of
Hayagriva way back in 1987, he explained that it symbolized the
compassionate aspect of Buddha’s wrath and said this means
that you never want to hurt anyone but when they cannot see
enlightenment you scare them until they do; he saw what our
strategy was and is.
It is also amusing that only a few years ago when I spoke up
about over-population I was labelled anti-Latino when I am
anything but. But the Sierra Club’s PR machinery cast all of us
who spoke up about population, immigration and sprawl as
bigots for daring to suggest that there was a population crisis in
America and the world.
In fact my position on illegal immigration from Mexico was
the same position held by California farmworkers’ union leader
Caesar Chavez when he said that unlimited immigration
maintained the slave-labour system on the farms in America. So
it is nice to receive this prize from the Latin American
Association on Human Rights.
I am proud of the seven years that the Sea Shepherd
Conservation Society has devoted to the protection of the
Galapagos and very proud of our Galapagos National Park Sea
Shepherd Director Sean O’Hearn who has spent seven years on
LETTERS, please turn to page 8

Water Taxi
Eco-Tours Whale Encounters
Fishing Charters Boating Instruction

ISLAND TIDES, July 12, 2007, Page 5

Traffic fines fund public safety
Eleven municipal governments in the Capital Regional District
will receive a total of $5,486,388 from the province.
The revenue comes from ticket fines and court-imposed fines
on violation tickets. It is being returned to BC municipalities that
pay their own direct policing costs. The amount of money a
municipality receives is based on its contribution to total
municipal policing costs.
The local governments determine how they will use the funds
to enhance safety in their community. ‘I look forward to seeing
how municipalities in my constituency use this funding to
improve public safety,’ said Murray Coell, MLA, Saanich North
and the Islands.
Projects range from hiring civilian complaint-takers to
allowing police officers to return to the beat through to
developing homicide units in larger urban centres.
Since the province began returning 100% of traffic fine
revenues in 2004, almost $200 million in additional funding has
gone to municipalities for public safety.
A breakdown of the funding for the CRD communities is as
follows: Central Saanich–$252,456, Colwood–$120,352,
Esquimalt–$350,365, Langford–$283,059, North Saanich–
$78,421,
Oak
Bay–$295,390,
Saanich–$1,610,852,
Sidney–$106,707, Sooke–$82,912, Victoria–$2,225,845, View
Royal–$80,029. ✐

TV Addiction ~ Betty Krawczyk

Dictated by Betty Krawczyk, environmental protester, from
Alouette Correctional Centre for Women in Maple Ridge, BC.
Prison is making an addict of me. A TV addict. At home, I don’t
even have a TV. I get the news from other sources. But here, it's
TV news or nothing. That would be OK for the short haul (which
is turning onto a long haul, since the chief justice denied my
release pending Appeal), except for the TV ads. The ads are
definitely messing with my head.
A few are funny. Like the boss lady who gets fouled by a faulty
mute button. You know the one. Or ads that would be funny if
they weren’t so sick. Like the Weyerhauser ads using a cut-out
tree (inadvertently symbolizing a clear-cut forest) to persuade us
that a dead forest is better than a live one. Or, the automobile
ads, selling powerful engines to propel reckless young men like
deadly missiles though our city streets.
And the ads for male erectile disfunction simply mystify me.
It seems that a whole new language has been invented by men,
to keep women in the dark about this problem. The question I
have…wouldn’t women be the first to know of the problem?
But the ads that really grab my attention are the ones for
items not sold in stores. My first downfall was for a book. One
that promised secret health remedies. As Telus prohibits
prisoners from toll-free calls, I contacted my youngest daughter.
It didn’t occur to me that her masters degree in communication
would present a problem—and it didn’t at first. She readily
ordered the book.
But the next time I called, for a food chopper order, she
hesitated. She suggested that perhaps I should wait till I was
released, and we would go shopping. ‘This chopper isn’t sold in
TV ADDICTION, please turn to page 6

Keynote Dinner • Friday, July 20
Charllotte Kwon, Maiwa Hand-prints
$35 • 250-537-2102
Designers’ Showcase Fashion Show
Saturday, July 21 • Art-to-wear by some of
Canada's top designers • $15 • 250-537-2102
Weekend Events
Try-your-hand demos, displays, vendors,
trunk shows, quilt show, a Fibre-to-Fabric
demonstration, auction of prize fleeces • $5

www.fibrefestival.com
250-537-1346
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Voluntary Subscription? Keep
meaning to send it in? Help
keep all this great news coming!

Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?
If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our 70 free
boxes located across the Strait of Georgia and from
Victoria to Nanaimo, you can show your support and
appreciation by mailing a voluntary subscription of

($25 + $1.50 gst = $26.50) to:
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!
And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of
you who have given subscriptions. And
keep those lovely letters coming. We
paste them all in our scrapbooks!

Photo: WILLIAM DOUGLASS

Demise of the Robertson II ~ Priscilla Ewbank
n Canada Day, the Robertson II, a much-loved 130foot schooner, lay beached on Minx Reef, just off
Saturna, in full view of all the boats coming and going to
the Lamb BBQ at Winter Cove park. The night before the BBQ,
the Robertson II had been brought in at night and hit the
notorious but well-charted reef.
And there she still is on her side, out of the water completely
on some tides. Beached wooden boats like her are like whales, so
majestic and capable in the water, they become terribly stressed
and strained by their own weight and structure without the
buoyancy of their watery habitat.
She was the subject of much conversation at the BBQ and the
following day’s clean-up workbee. Islanders have strong
connections to the boats and ships in the waters around us.
Affectionately named the ‘Robbie,’ the Grand Banks schooner
was built in Shelbourne, Nova Scotia in 1940 and fished until 1974
when Philip Ney, brother of Frank Ney, Nanaimo mayor for many
years, brought her through the Panama Canal to the West Coast.
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Robertson II was the first schooner owned by the Sail and
Life Training Society (SALTS) based in Victoria. She carried lots
of kids in her time as they practised sailing skills and learned ‘to
pull together’ to make her turn and glide upon the sea. John and
Carol Money’s children and Jon and my children all participated
in the program. Saturna Islander John Wiznuk and ex-Islander
Brian Miller both put countless hours in refitting and building
parts for her.
On the Mayne Queen, captains often used to point out her
presence to passengers—like they do the orca pods as they
swoosh by. Home-ported for years at the Inner Harbour in
Victoria and later near the Johnson Street bridge, her distinctive
black hull with the white stripe has been a pleasing sight on town
trips.
The SALT Society had wanted to make her a living museum
in Victoria but could not raise the funding for the upgrading and
necessary repairs and eventually had to sell her to a private
individual.
When a private boat is wrecked, many government
jurisdictions come into play. Minx Reef ‘belongs’ to Parks
Canada as part of the Gulf Islands National Reserve so they were
on the scene. The Department of Fisheries, Canadian Coast
Guard and RCMP were also called in. Photos were taken and site
visits made. Who pays for clean-up is yet to be decided.
Robertson II was leaking diesel and attempts were made at
containment. I do wonder what might happen if we had a major
spill locally—who would act? Would the various jurisdictions be
able to act quickly enough to contain the spill and not waste time
deciding which bureaucracy should proceed to manage the
situation effectively? Nobody means to run a boat onto a rock, we
humans just make errors—even with the most sophisticated of
technologies. However, have we thought through the clean-up?
Boats, and people, have prescribed lifetimes. Each generation
has its defining limitations and glories. Some boats, and some
people, cut a lovely dash and earn the admiration of a wide range
of people! ✐
TV ADDICTION from page 5
stores,’ I insisted, ‘and it chops whole onions and potatoes in one
fell swoop.’ She reminded me that everything looks easier and
smoother on TV, and at this point, the thought occurred to me
that I might have to switch to another daughter for future orders.
Only—when the really neat wall lamp that ran on batteries
came to my attention—the others were working or out of town. I
instructed the now frankly disapproving daughter to order
several of them. ‘Mom, stop it,’ she demanded. ‘You hate TV,
remember?’ ‘That’s when I’m not in prison,’ I answered
stubbornly. ‘But don’t you see?’ my daughter persisted. ‘You’re
being persuaded by a TV ad to want something you didn’t even
know existed.’ ‘But I know now,’ I snapped, ‘and I want them.’
She sighed heavily. ‘Alright Mom, I’ll order the bloody things.’
But I felt kind of deflated when I hung up, and couldn’t help
thinking, ‘Maybe I am doubly imprisoned in here when I turn on
the TV. A kind of prison within a prison, so to speak.’ I have to
think about this. ✐

Our home package system makes
it easy to build your home, cottage
or vacation retreat.
Post and Beam, Timber Frame, and Log
800-663-2558 • 604-946-5421

S ISLAND
A T UREALTY
RNA
Two adjacent waterfront lots
Classy cedar cottage
Recent upgrades $560,000

Joan Combes, Broker/Owner
Susanne Middleditch, Realtor
866.539.2121 fax 250.539.5567
www.saturnarealty.com

1.5 acre Ocean View $550,000
Cedar log home and studio
Completely remodeled, turn-key

Your Place in the Islands ~ Book Review by Patrick Brown
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James Barber’s One-Pot
Wonders ~ Richard Curchin
ames Barber has distilled
the essentials of his vast
cooking expertise into a
small volume just the right size
to stow in a small boat’s galley
or the minimalist kitchen of
today’s apartment dweller.
One Pot Wonders: James
Barber’s Recipes for Land and Sea is a practical guide on how to
cook well with limited space, equipment and time and a small
stock of ingredients.
This is cooking cut down to the bare essentials to make life
easy without sacrificing refinement or enjoyment. Barber gives
us over a hundred pages of recipes combined with simple lists of
utensils and essentials for an adequate larder, and advice on
selection of herbs, spices and other ingredients.
Although the cooking is confined to one pot, the recipes cover
appetizers, salads, seafood, meat, desserts and even a Christmas
menu.
My favourite is fancy oyster stew. This can be made with
fresh beach oysters if you’ve got them, or a tub of oysters if you’re
land-based.

J

Fancy Oyster Stew (Serves 4)

Islands Trust Council has initiated by-election processes in the
Hornby Island and South Pender Island Local Trust Areas with
the June 15 appointment of Thomas Moore as Chief Election
Officer. The by-elections will fill vacant Local Trustee positions
for the remainder of the 2005-2008 term of office. The Hornby
Island position became vacant on May 22 following the
resignation of former Trustee Cari St. Pierre, while the South
Pender position became vacant upon the death of former Trustee
John Henshaw on May 25.
Chief Election Officer Moore has now established Saturday,
August 25, 2007 as Voting Day for both by-elections, provided
electors nominate more than one qualified candidate to run for
each position. The nomination periods for each position will run
until 4pm on Friday, July 20. ✐

A Planetary ‘Gathering’
to Heal the Earth ~ Chidakash
here is a question currently exploding around the globe:
‘If you could bring profound healing to humanity and the
Earth by spending one hour doing something that brings
you joy, would you do it?’ Millions of people the world over have
heard this question and responded with a resounding, ‘Yes!’
This is the question that is being asked by a mother who,
together with her son Evan, drowned in a car accident a couple
of years ago. Shelley Yates, the mother, had been submerged in a
lake for 16 minutes, and yet she came back to life. Her son Evan
was submerged for over half-an-hour before his body was finally
recovered from the lake. Yet three days later he too revived
completely.
Shelley, whose own recovery was a miracle in itself, brought
her son back to life in spite of everything that is ‘known’ by
medicine and science, using ‘the power of joy’. This woman who
describes herself, at that time, as a cynical, depressed, single
mother and atheist, had followed the guidance of a ‘voice’ that
first came to her in the moment of her death. The complete story
can be read on www.firethegrid.com.
A worldwide movement, ‘Fire the Grid,’ has resulted from
their experience. ‘Fire the Grid’ refers to focusing mass human
energy and intention through a globally synchronized hour. It
invites people to participate as part of an intentional global
community on July 17 for one simultaneous hour. The time has
been set for July 17 at 11:11pm Greenwich Mean Time. This is
4:11am Pacific Daylight Time.
‘Grid’ refers to the inexplicable connection that animals
within a species have to each other and to the Earth, our ultimate
unified source or whole. The following is adapted from Shelley’s
‘Fire the Grid’ website:
‘We have made mistakes. There are signs that Mother Earth’s
capacity to absorb and recover from the abuses we have inflicted
on her may be reaching its limit. There are clear signs that her
resilience is diminishing, and that the extraordinary balance of
cycles and ecosystems that sustain life on Earth is perilously out
of balance. We are now at a turning point. Our continuing
disconnection from the grid could mean the end of the earth as
it now exists.
‘A focusing of energy of joy and positive intent re-fired the
vital core of my son’s energy field which, like the Earth’s, was
badly deteriorated. By pouring our living energy into the Earth,
merely by doing for one hour the things that give us joy—and
expressing our gratitude—the accumulation of our combined
energy will regenerate the Earth. On July 17 for one hour,
millions of people will turn their focus from problems and
worries and the things that bring them down and choose to
experience joy instead, and gratitude. The lift this gives each of
them will together create an uplifting field of energy that will
transform us all.
‘Those of you who have no ritual of faith may simply develop
one that works for you. If you sit quietly and repeat a phrase of
your intention such as, ‘I offer you my energy to heal this world

T
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4 or 5 big beach oysters (or a 1lb/500ml tub)
2 tablespoons butter
1 large onion, chopped
1 stalk celery, chopped fine
1 clove garlic, chopped fine
1 large potato, diced 1⁄2”
1 sweet red pepper
1⁄2 teaspoon each salt and pepper
1 teaspoon paprika
1⁄2 cup white wine, water or canned clam juice
1 cup milk
1 teaspoon Worcestershire or Asian fish sauce
1⁄2 cup half-and-half cream (or if desperate, evaporated milk)
juice of 1 lemon
Open the oysters while you heat the butter in a pot over a
medium heat. Fry the onion, celery and garlic 5 minutes. Add
potato, red pepper, salt, pepper, paprika and wine. Cover and
cook 10 minutes. Cut the oysters into 3 or 4 pieces and add them
to the pan with their juices. Cook 4 minutes. Add milk and
Worcestershire sauce, heat
through almost to the boil,
.$7+(5<1$1''$9,'$5(%$&.$)7(5
lower heat and stir in cream for
6,;0217+66,;&28175,(6 .06
no more than 30 seconds
,1$6,$:+,&+0($16025(*5($7678))
(boiling will make it curdle),
and remove from heat
immediately. Sprinkle with
lemon juice and eat.
I like to use cooking oil
instead of butter, drink the
wine whilst I’m cooking, and
serve the lemon as wedges—let
the guests do their own
sprinkling.
Whilst Barber gives us the
secrets of successful cooking on
a small boat in a format
enjoyable to read, much of the
information can be applied to
anywhere with a limited space
or budget. This is a book for
people who want to eat well at
the end of a day’s sailing, people
setting up home for the first
time who want to impress their
DQGPRUH
partners and friends, or for the
7+856'$<
7+58
681'$<

DPSP
rest of us who just love good
0$<1(,6/$1'-8/<
food, easily cooked.
‘One Pot Wonders: James
Barber’s Recipes for Land and
Sea,’ James Barber, Harbour
Publishing (2006), $24.95. ✐

Two by-elections on
August 25

San Juan Islanders in 1995. This
one
benefited
from
the
involvement of Joyce Bingham of
Thetis Island, Tom Cameron of
Gabriola Island, and Marion Pape
of Salt Spring Island. Graphic
designer Audra Brown of Seattle
and Kim Blanchette of Blanchette
Printing in Richmond.
The book is primarily aimed at
newcomers to the Islands, but
there is plenty in it for oldtimers
as well. ✐

THE ART & CRAFT OF SHELTER
AUTHENTIC PRE-CRAFTED HOME PACKAGES...
OF THE UTMOST QUALITY.

1 800 655 5574
WWW.PRECRAFTEDHOMES.COM

• Ties Like a boat
• Dock or buoy
• Launch in seconds
• Solar charging
• Remote-controlled

Preserve your boat’s brilliance
Blue Water Systems Ltd.
The Marine Construction Experts

604-583-9999

www.bws-marine.com

‘GATHERING’, please turn to page 9

START PLANNING YOUR DREAM HOME
OR COTTAGE WITH CALICO LOG HOMES

Saltspring

pecial. Different. Fragile. Beautiful. The Gulf Islands, and the
San Juan Islands just across narrow Haro Strait, are a
particular responsibility for those of us who live or own
property here. From the southernmost Canadian Islands one can
see the northernmost US San Juan Islands close and clear across an
invisible international boundary. Orcas cross freely without
checking in at Immigration on either side. Together, the waters are
known as the Salish Sea.
Recognising that residents on both sides of the border have
similar duties of care for the natural and social integrity of the
Islands, the Islands Trust (with the Islands Trust Fund) and the San
Juan Preservation Trust have jointly published a slim but beautiful
volume as a guide to Island landowners ‘about how you use, enjoy,
and care for your property’. Financial support for A Place in the
Islands was also provided by the Real Estate foundation of BC and
the R. Bruce Bedell Conservation fund of Washington State.
The emphasis of this book is on the effect decisions made by
individual landowners have on the fragility and beauty of the
Islands, and on Island communities—those special and different
characteristics that made us want to be here in the first place. While
most of its beautifully illustrated pages emphasize care for the
environment, there is also generous advice on building, provisions
for wildlife, viewscapes, gardens and landscaping, screening,
shorelines, water supply and conservation, and energy efficiency.
This is the second edition; the first edition was produced by the
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Complete
Package from

$129,000

Calico has been manufacturing
quality log homes for over 35
years. We are dedicated to
manufacturing
the
highest
standard of log structures within
our industry. Based in Maple
Ridge, British Columbia, we have
access to some of the finest wood
resources in the world.

•
•
•
•
•

3 bedrooms
2 bathrooms
1018 sq ft main level
340 sq ft second level
1358 sq ft total

www.calicologhomes.com

$*5,&8/785$/+$//

Our stringent quality control
process ensures that only the
best materials enter and leave
our facility. Using only premium
logs and a consistent production
process, our homes are built for
strength and beauty. We have
over 300 standard plans for
cottages and homes, which are
fully customizable thanks to our
in-house design team.

)HUQKLOO5G

3(1'(5,6/$1'6 -8/<
&20081,7<+$//
%HGZHOO+DUERXU5G
QRWH6DW

14093 - 256th St, Maple Ridge, BC, V4R 1C9
Tel: 604.462.9608 • Toll-Free: 1.866.462.9608
info@calicolog.com • Fax: 604.462.9606

Call today to start planning your
dream home or cottage.
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Section 99 helps
conservationists ~ Clare Frater

It shouldn’t be hard to do a good thing. This is especially true if
you want to donate part of your property to protect its natural
features. Unfortunately, donors who decide to donate part of
their land to a land trust often end up in a time-consuming,
expensive subdivision process. Sometimes, they even find out
that the local zoning, servicing, and/or access requirements
prevent them from subdividing to create a new lot to give away.
However, there is good news. The Islands Trust Fund, as a
conservation land trust and local government agency, is in a
unique position to help private owners and developers in the
Islands Trust Area quickly and easily subdivide their land for
donation as a nature reserve.
By using Section 99 of the Land Title Act of British Columbia,
the Islands Trust Fund can help donors subdivide and donate
their land without going through the usual subdivision approval
processes. Donors can decide exactly what part of their land they
want to donate without any minimum size restrictions on the lot
they donate. Also, Section 99 subdivisions only need a reference
plan instead of a full survey. Donors can save time, money, and
effort and will have the peace of mind that comes from knowing
that their special sanctuary will be protected and cared for in
perpetuity by one of British Columbia’s leading land trusts.
Trincomali Nature Sanctuary on Galiano Island (15 hectares)
and Morrison Marsh Nature Reserve on Denman Island (51
hectares) were donated to the Islands Trust Fund using Section
99.
Donors who give ecologically sensitive land may also reduce
their income tax if they qualify for the federal Ecological Gifts
program. In addition, donors may have a smaller annual
property tax bill after BC Assessment re-assesses their now
smaller lot.
The Islands are fragile pieces of paradise that have countless
special areas that need protection. By donating land,
conservation covenants and money to the Islands Trust Fund,
landowners can help create a conservation legacy for future
generations. Thanks to the generosity and vision of donors, the
Islands Trust Fund now protects more than 900 hectares (2,224
acres) of natural and cultural values on 65 properties with a
combined value of over $20 million. Please consider donating
today. Contact www.islandstrustfund.bc.ca. ✐

LETTERS from page 5
the front lines tackling poachers and corrupt bureaucrats.
I am also proud of the fact that as of today the Sea Shepherd
Conservation Society is a registered charitable organization in
Ecuador. I am also proud of my crew for pulling in a massive
illegal long-line from the waters of the Galapagos Marine
Reserve on July 1.
Paul Watson, Friday Harbour, Washington State

Slow Down For Good Governance
Dear Editor:
The following letter was sent to the Galiano Local Trust
Committee and forwarded to Island Tides for publication.
Dear LTC members:
At the most recent June 16 ‘Community Input’ meeting, you, our
trustees received the following input, slow down and pay
attention to the concerns of your community!
For those of us who have legitimate questions and concerns
about how you are conducting the Forest Lands Review and the
potential implications of your proposed changes to bylaws and
the OCP, I am requesting a public meeting with you, our trustees,
and Trust planning staff, including, if possible, the new Islands
Trust head of planning, Mac Fraser.
While you forge ahead with a large section of your community
kicking and screaming behind you, I see a simple solution. Drop
the timeline. You think that you must get the bylaws and OCP
changed before your term is up. Otherwise, the forest lot owners
will lose their opportunity to have their ‘needs’ met. How
incredibly short-sighted and narrow is your motivation? Where
is your concern for the needs of the rest of the community?
There is no question, the forest lands issue needs resolution.
The forest lot owners want some control over how they will live
on and develop their land. Fair enough. And a large part of your
community, who are concerned about the short-term and longterm implications of your proposed changes to the bylaws and
OCP, have legitimate concerns and questions that need answers
in a public forum.
I am asking you to organize a public information and
discussion meeting with all three trustees and planners present.
Give us as much time as we need. Honour the community’s
legitimate need for communication, as much as you are
honouring the ‘needs’ of the forest lot owners.
Suggested topics and community concerns for discussion:
• proposed bylaw changes. What precisely will change? What
will we lose? What will we gain?
• roads—what kind of roads will service the forest lots,
especially the land-locked
ones and what potential
impact will this have on
access,
neighbouring
properties, etc.
•
public
access
to
foreshore—will this proposal
turn half of Galiano into a

gated community? What provisions are there to prevent this very
real concern?
• safety issues including fire—the forest fire of last summer
started in a burn pile on a forest lot; what are the larger
implications of this event with respect to your proposed
changes?
• groundwater—development permits and how they will be
affected by your proposed bylaw changes
• PMFL Act and its potential implications—short-term and
long-term—will it override local bylaws? Will it allow uses that
the community might be opposed to (if they knew the details)?
How would owners leaving PMFL be dealt with, i.e. which zone
would their land become a part of? (Why have you not passed on
information from your meeting with the PMFL Council to the
community?)
As you have removed the possibility of a community-derived
resolution of the Forest Lands issue, I feel a public meeting is
necessary to ensure transparency and public accountability.
Does broad community support not motivate you as much as the
needs of the forest lot owners?
Sue Turner, Galiano Island

Whither Canada?
The following open letter was sent on Canada Day to Hon Gary
Lunn, MP for Saanich-Gulf Islands and sent to Island Tides for
publication.
Dear Gary:
Considering the gap between us on what is right or wrong within
the management of the Canadian society I write this letter with
reluctance. The direction our country is taking on domestic and
international waters under your government confirms my earlier
fears and compels me to express my concern to you, our elected
representative, over the future of Canada as a free, sovereign
nation!
Our integration into the US establishment is pursued by overt
and covert means. The recognizable 'principle' in this process is
the government's subservience to the economic, political,
cultural, social, environmental or other demands arising from
Washington. The selling out of our shrinking natural resources,
vital economic and industrial assets to US multinationals by the
federal government and provincial governments, BC and Alberta
in particular, continues under atrociously constructed
agreements which favour our southern neighbour. Even
relatively favourable agreements are unashamedly broken by
Washington with hardly any protective actions by Ottawa. In
spite of nationwide public concern the sale of our precious
freshwater may soon be prepared behind closed doors.
Regulations protecting the Canadian public from pesticides and
other environmental contaminants are lowered to US levels to
remove so-called ‘trade irritants.’ Genuine efforts to fight
catastrophic climate change are denied to 'save' the economy—or
to protect corporate profits, overlooking that our current
economic output in its override mode considerably exaggerates
the global environmental crisis. Even in this regard we are
LETTERS, please turn to page 10

"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Mudge Island: Oceanfront, 3 bed / 2 bath
home, sep. studio, sep. great workshop,
boat included, easy access to oceanfront,
minutes to Nanaimo by boat, all day sun.
LiRead.com/1525.htm $599,000

Salt Spring Island: Exceptionally
designed 3 bed / 2 bath home, lots of
sunny decking & patio areas, S/SW/W
exposures, super sep. office / studio. On
community water. Peaceful area.
LiRead.com/1538.htm $565,000

Wise Island: Oceanfront lot, sunny
S/SW/W exposures, access to cooperative water system, just minutes to
Montague Harbour & marina, lovely
water views!
LiRead.com/1376.htm $285,000

Pender Island: Oceanfront with sweeping
panoramic
oceanviews,
S/SW/W
exposures, elegant 3 bed modern home,
hot tub, in a prestigious area. Superb!
LiRead.com/1405.htm $859,800

Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront, easy
access sandy beach, seasonal moorage
potential, 2 or 3 bed / 2.5 bath home of
exceptional design, 16 foot ceilings on
main level, panoramic views.
LiRead.com/1520.htm $1,530,000

Salt Spring Island: 4.94 acre pastoral
estate, charming home, beautiful
master/ensuite, guest wing, country
kitchen, lower level (9ft ceilings) awaits
your ideas, lawn, pond, orchard, seasonal
creek, forest trails.
LiRead.com/1498.htm $1,485,000

Li Read
RE/MAX Salt Spring
Each office independently
owned and operated.

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131
Fax: 250-537-4287
Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"

Titanic artifacts located on Hartley Bay awaits clean-up
Bowen Island

Titanic: The Artifact Exhibition is at the Royal BC Museum, its
first-ever stop in Western Canada, until October 14. ✐
‘GATHERING’ from page 7
and its people.’ Any positive words of hope, love and desire for
change will manifest these thoughts as reality—a new reality. ‘If
you must,’ says Shelley, ‘simply suspend your skepticism for just
this one hour of your life, and just sit, alone or with others, in
appreciation for the gifts you have received from the natural
world around you, all that you have and all that you are. Think
about the beauty of this planet, and give hope for an improved
future for us all.’
You can see Shelley Yates telling her story on
www.youtube.com—simply type in her name. ✐
FERRY FARES from page 1

Allocating Service Fees Between
Routes

GASS from page 1
linking medical offices, the hospital, seniors’ housing, schools,
and townhouse complexes with downtown and the Upper
Ganges malls. There could also be some weekend service in the
summer.

Transportation Commission
A counter-petition process is underway. Unless 10% of island
residents sign the counter-petition by July 9, the new
Transportation Commission will be formed. The commission
would provide bus service as early as January 2008.
Salt Spring’s Transportation Commission would advise on
the BC Transit system, development of sidewalks, bike trails,
manage parking and coordinate or operate car and rideshare
programs on the Island. Salt Spring Islanders would have an
avenue to be pro-active in these major transportation areas.
Islanders are invited to provide feedback on the BC Transit
system and the Proposed Transportation Commission to CRD
Director Gary Homan at 653-2042 or ssidirector@crd.bc.ca or
Steve Segal, BC Transit planner at 250-995-5635 or
steve_segal@bctransit.com. ✐

General Board Meeting
& Open House
Wednesday, August 1, 2007

The Route Groups in the original contract have been simplified,
giving BCFS more flexibility in allocating the service fee, and
making it easier to ensure that fare increases are the same across
all routes in each group. The new route groups are #1–Majors
(Mainland to Vancouver Island); #2–Route 3 (Horseshoe Bay to
Langdale); #3–Northern (Port Hardy to Prince Rupert, Queen
Charlotte Islands, and Discovery Coast); and #4–Minors (all other
routes, including Sunshine Coast and the Gulf Islands). There has
been a ‘partial re-allocation’ of the service fee for Route 3 to the
Minor routes in order to equalize percentage fare increases.

The Vancouver Island Health Authority Board of Directors is holding
its regular General Board meeting:

Fuel-Cost Surcharges

Presentation Guidelines:
A written request is required to make a presentation to the Board.
Requests should include the general nature and viewpoint of the
presentation and groups/organizations must identify one individual
as the spokesperson. Presentations will be limited to a maximum of
10 minutes.

During the last few years, a fuel-cost surcharge has been applied to
all fares in addition to annual increases. It is not covered in the
contract between the province and BCFS, and the province has
steadfastly refrained from making any contribution to it. It has,
however, been reviewed and approved by the commissioner. The
province has made a one-time contribution of $7 million to paying
down the deficit in the fuel-cost deferral account, to be applied first
to the Northern Route Group, then to the Minor Routes. The
commission’s summary indicates that no reduction in fuel
surcharges is expected from this pay-down, since the price of fuel
is still going up. While existing fuel surcharges have been ‘rolled
into’ the new fare caps, it seems possible that in the future,
additional fuel surcharges could occur.

Varying Daily Round Trips
Contract changes will allow BCFS greater flexibility in varying the
number of round trips daily on the major routes and many of the
minor routes; the minimum number of daily round-trips may be one
less than it was in Performance Term 1. However, the annual
number of round-trips is to be the same, so users may see a reduction
in service in the winter, to be made up by an increase in the operating
day in the summer and at peak periods. On the three major routes, it
is also possible that some trips may be reallocated between routes.
On minor routes, the number of annual trips per route is to remain
the same. Finally, this provision does not apply to Routes 5 & 5a
(Swartz Bay–Southern Gulf Islands), Routes 9 & 9a
(Tsawwassen–Southern Gulf Islands), 17 (Powell River–Comox),
and Northern Routes 10, 11, & 40 where the number of daily trips will
not change. Schedules will now be published one year rather than
two years in advance. ✐

Wednesday, August 1st at 1:15 pm
Legion Hall, Royal Canadian Legion
9775 Chemainus Road, Chemainus, BC
In addition to conducting its regular business, there will be a limited
amount of time set-aside during the meeting for scheduled
presentations from the public and to respond to questions
submitted in advance of the meeting.

Questions for the Board:
Questions must be submitted in advance of the meeting to allow for
a formal response, which will be distributed in writing at the
meeting and posted to our website following the meeting.
Note: Should the number of applications exceed the time available
at the meeting it may not be possible to schedule all presentations.
You will be contacted to confirm whether or not you have been
selected to make a presentation.
Presentations will not be accepted without prior arrangement and
questions from the floor will not be addressed. There will be an
opportunity to informally ask questions following the meeting during
the Open House.
Written questions or requests for presentations to the VIHA Board
must be submitted before 4:00 pm on Tuesday, July 17, 2007
by fax to (250) 370-8750 or by email to janet.shute@viha.ca or by
mail to: Vancouver Island Health Authority, Executive Office,
1952 Bay Street, Victoria, BC V8R 1J8
Open House Immediately Following the General
Board Meeting - Approx. 3:00 pm
Following the General Board meeting there will be a one-hour
Open House to allow for a general exchange of thoughts,
suggestions and concerns between the VIHA Board and senior
management staff and the general public.
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Sculptural arbutus on Pender Island.
LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF
INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF
INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Saturna
Beach Strata Corporation of
Vancouver, British Columbia
intends to make application to
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region
office
for
an
amendment to our current
Dock License situated on
Provincial Crown Land located
at Plumper Sound, Saturna
Beach, Saturna Island, B.C.

Take notice that Robert
John Fuller and Norma Fuller
of Surrey BC intend to make
application to Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Coast Region office, for a 10year license for Residential
Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown Land located
at Strait of Georgia, Saturna
Island, B.C.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is #140816. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed to
the Section Head, Crown Land
Adjudication Suite at 142-2080
Labieux Road, Nanaimo, BC,
V9T 6J9. Comments will be
received by ILMB until July 20,
2007. ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website
at
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/clad
/land_prog_services/programs.
html
under
the
link:
Applications & Reason for
Decision database for more
information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau’s regional
office.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application
is
#1413918.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at 142-2080 Labieux
Road, Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until July 21, 2007. ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/cla
d/land_prog_services/progra
ms.html under the link:
Applications & Reasons for
Decision database for more
information.
Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information
Advisor
at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.
STRAIT OF GEORGIA

PLUMPER SOUND

A Bowen Island resident has contributed two family treasures to
the Royal BC Museum’s Titanic: The Artifact Exhibition.
Don Marshall, 76, whose mother and grandmother survived
the sinking of the Titanic, searched his home for the items this
spring, after the RBCM put out a call for BC connections to the
ship and its passengers.
On July 4, Marshall presented the artifacts—a second-class
passenger list and an essay titled A Personal Experience on the
Titanic written in 1914 by his mother Bertha—to the Royal BC
Museum. He watched as conservators installed the valuable
items in a display case in the BC Connections gallery.
‘I and my family have chosen to loan these artifacts to the
museum’s exhibit because we believe that our mother would
have wanted this,’ said the retired dentist. ‘She was proud of the
fact that she and her mother had survived the sinking of the
Titanic and participated in many interviews over her lifetime.’
In 1912, Elizabeth (‘Bessie’) Watt and 12-year-old Bertha were
aboard the Titanic enroute from Scotland to Oregon to join
James Watt, when the ship struck the iceberg that sent it to the
ocean floor. Mother and daughter escaped in Lifeboat 9 with
only the clothes on their backs—the second-class passenger list
happened to be in the pocket of Bessie’s overcoat.
Two years later, Bertha wrote the essay about her ordeal for
her high school yearbook. ‘About 2 o’clock, we heard the boilers
burst and then (the ship) broke in two and slid into the water,
leaving nothing to be seen,’ she wrote. ‘We were then left entirely
alone in the dark, except for the stars.’
‘We are honoured to have the chance to share these treasured
heirlooms with visitors to our exhibition ,’ said RBCM CEO
Pauline Rafferty. ‘The impact of the Titanic over distance and
years is astounding.’
The value of the artifacts is demonstrated by the recent sale of
a first-class passenger list, at a Christie’s New York auction, for
US$48,000. An eight-page, handwritten description of the
sinking by a 16-year-old survivor earned US$16,800 at the same
auction.
Titanic: The Artifact Exhibition features 281 artifacts
recovered from Titanic’s undersea resting place in a series of
galleries that trace the life of the ‘unsinkable’ ship.

The residents of Hartley Bay are still waiting for BC Ferries to
take action on the Coast Guard’s recommendations to address
the environmental impacts of the Queen of the North sinking.
New Democrat MLA Gary Coons says the waiting has gone on
long enough. ‘The Canadian Coast Guard made a number of
important recommendations which would help mitigate the
environmental impacts of the sinking, but BC Ferries continues
to drag their feet on implementing them,’ said Coons, the MLA
for North Coast. He notes that a significant upwelling of fuel
from the Queen of the North occurred on July 6, ‘Rumoured to
be 8 to 15 metres by 5 to 8 kilometres.’
‘The people of Hartley Bay depend on a clean environment,
and it’s the responsibility of BC Ferries to look after the effects of
the sinking,’ said Coons. ‘The only tangible thing they’ve done
thus far is to put in a small park.’
In a letter to BC Ferries earlier this year, the Canadian Coast
Guard made five recommendations, including the following:
• Design and implement a long-term environmental
monitoring program, to examine the effects of further
contamination by fuel oil from the ferry,
• Investigate the possibility of relocating aquaculture sites,
• Establish a cache of pollution response equipment at
Hartley Bay.
‘The first choice of the people of Hartley Bay is to have all the
fuel removed from the Queen of the North; unfortunately BC
Ferries has already ruled that out. ‘But they should take some
steps to ensure there will be no long-term environmental
damage as a result of the sinking,’ says Coons.
Coons noted that BC Ferries has been using the Coast Guard’s
letter as rationale for their decision to not pump the remaining
fuel from the Queen of the North. The Coast Guard has asked
them to stop doing this. ‘BC Ferries is responsible for the
environmental impacts of the sinking. They shouldn’t be hiding
behind the Coast Guard.’ BC Ferries received $67.9 million in
insurance compensation for the sinking of the Queen of the
North. Of that compensation $20 million was earmarked for
salvage and clean-up operations, says Coons. ✐
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Reading Kimchi ~ Patrick Brown

ow that packaged food labeling (‘Nutrition Facts’) is in
effect in Canada, it’s time we started reading labels
before purchasing products that we take for granted.
The regulations, which came into effect in December, 2005, are
enforced by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency.
As an example, let’s look at a ‘quick lunch’ product recently
found on store shelves. It’s Mr Noodles’ ‘Kimchi’ oriental-style
noodles with soup base. It comes in a plastic bowl containing 86g
of noodles and ‘flavour packets.’ To prepare it, you empty the
flavour packets into the bowl with the noodles, pour in boiling
water, and leave it for three minutes. Then ‘remove lid, stir, and
enjoy!’
But first, read the label.
The ‘Nutrition Facts’ are usually for one serving of the
product, but the size of this serving is chosen by the
manufacturer. It turns out that the figures listed for Kimchi
noodles are for only half a bowl (43g). So if you eat the whole
bowl, you have to double the quantities given.
Here are the figures - for half a bowl . . .
Calories
190
Weight
% of Daily Value
Fat
8g
12%
Saturated
3.5g
18%
Trans fats
0g
Cholesterol
0mg
0%
Sodium
1120mg
47%
Carbohydrate 26g
9%
Fibre
0g
0%
Sugars
3g
0%
Protein
4g
Vitamin A
0%
Calcium
0%
Vitamin C
0%
Iron
2%
The % of daily value is ‘based on recommendations for a
healthy diet’ according to Health Canada. There are no
recommended daily values for cholesterol, sugars, or protein.
The product’s ingredients (in descending order by weight)
are: Noodles: (wheat flour, palm oil, starch, salt, sugar, guar
gum, garlic powder); Kimchi: (cabbage, chives, salt, chili powder,
garlic powder); Seasoning: (salt, sugar, kimchi powder (salt,
sugar, chili powder, vegetable powder, garlic powder),
monosodium glutamate, maltodextrin powder, soybean powder,
garlic powder, onion powder, curry powder, paprika, caramel,
citric acid).
The label also includes allergy information: manufactured in
a facility that may process egg products, fish/shellfish, nuts and
sulphites. The national origin of the product is not shown. It is
imported by Anderson Watts Ltd of Vancouver.
If you pick this product for lunch you will be getting your total
daily salt intake and loading up on saturated fats—good to know. ✐
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LETTERS from page 8
‘coalition’ partners of Washington’s ‘war-on science.’
On the cultural, intellectual front of this ‘war’ our respectable
national institution, the CBC, is increasingly paralyzed by budget
cuts and mismanagement. This has been obvious since the
middle of March with the lowering of cultural standards, drastic
reduction in classical music programs and muzzling of news
which might have been further ‘irritants’ to Uncle Sam. The
survival of an objective, politically neutral, independent CBC
with high intellectual, social and cultural standards is a vital
indicator of our own national well-being and survival. The CBC
deserves all the support that your government—which spends
billions on the military—could provide, if there was the will!
Furthermore our country has made far more significant and
honourable contributions to the global society on culture,
scientific, and diplomatic ‘fronts’ than hockey and our function
in Afghanistan, which contributions our Prime Minister has
completely ignored in today's celebration statement!
Washington’s contention, repeated ad nauseam by General
Hillier, that 911 is part of an Islamic effort to destroy western
democracies is a transparent attempt to draw other countries into
an unjust war serving US interests, thereby decreasing their own
expenses and moral responsibilities. I do not sympathize with
terrorist actions whether by Muslim suicide bombers or US cruise
missiles. But 911 was a direct response to the empire building
efforts of successive US administrations since WWII, substantially
increased under Bush, to rule the globe politically, economically,
militarily and culturally. These efforts focused on the (strategically
important and oil-rich) Muslim countries with the inevitable
consequence of strong anti-US sentiments and increasingly
militant Islamic fundamentalism. Since the invasion of Iraq on the
ground of fabricated causes this hostile sentiment has substantially
increased within those societies, reciprocating Bush’s own ‘bornagain Christian’ fundamentalism. Thus the recent wave of
terrorism is the consequence of aggressive US foreign policies and
not the reverse!
By joining this unsavoury ‘coalition’ our government has
willingly invited the wrath of terrorists against our tolerant,
peaceloving society and has the moral responsibility for the
potentially deadly consequences. Our young soldiers could
justifiably be regarded as martyrs rather than heroes, ‘sacrificed
upon the altar of US imperialism’ by our government. I certainly
feel strongly for them and their martyrdom! The best possible
support you can give them and their families is to bring them home
and protect them from morally and humanly irresponsible global
adventurers! There are many areas of the world where they could
use their enthusiasm and talents far more honourably and
beneficially in the service of the Canadian and global societies!
An election by itself does not create a democracy. It is
important who can vote, how many candidates are selected, how
votes are tabulated, pressure put on voters how to vote, etc. If you
and your colleagues honestly believe that our troops are
defending a democracy in Afghanistan, then you delude
yourselves and the public. That regime is governed by warlords
who may be anti-Taliban, but differ little from the latter in
attitude and morals. Their multi-ethnic tribes have been fighting

one another for centuries at the expense of their people and there
is no creditable indication that now we see the end to it. The
English had been unsuccessful during their own empire-building
era to stop that process and the Russians, no angels themselves,
conceded defeat and withdrew. The anti-Russian Holy Jihad in
Afghanistan which eventually led to the Taliban and bin Laden
was supported by CIA agents and encouraged from Washington!
Now the table has been turned.
Democracy cannot be jammed down the throat of societies
not ready for it. Especially not through the use of money and
weapons. The former corrupts, the latter antagonizes. Both
disrupt the slow evolutionary process which, if left alone to run
its course, may eventually lead to a sort of democratic society.
Sort of, because democracy has many manifestations to fit local
circumstances. This process can certainly be encouraged from
the outside through assistance programs, but without the use of
force and directives to promote US economic and other interests.
We also live in a form of Canadian democracy which today is
not entirely unblemished. We can still believe in God, Jehovah,
Allah and other deities, or be evolutionary scientists like myself.
Not all our fellow Canadians approve of this freedom, but the
majority do and the constitution is on our side. By the same
token we all have the constitutional right to form different ideas
on how our country and society should be governed—as long as
those ideas, when put in practice, do not threaten our nation and
our multicultural society! That is the crux of the matter!
Harper, yourself, and others as private citizens have the right
to dream of an united North America—led, owned and
supervised by Washington—and joining the 'Supermen' of the
globe. As private citizens! But as elected officials of the country
you do not have the right to put your dreams into practice
without the approval of the nation! Regarding its essentially
constitutional nature that approval requires not just a margin of
1%, but an absolute majority! This, of course, applies only to an
absolutely honest, overt move by the government to give up our
independence, traditions and national identity. You may still
succeed in the realization of your dream by moving piecemeal
fashion with seemingly unrelated actions in the House of
Commons and Senate, plus irrevocable behind-the-doors
commitments under the disguise of vital security, trade and
mutual cooperation agreements controlled and executed by
Washington. Then one day we may wake up to the ‘fait accompli’
that we no longer own this country and the flag over Parliament
Hill is not the Maple Leaf, but the Stars and Stripes!
By appearances this may be just what your government is
doing. I sincerely hope that I am wrong! But if my suspicions
were correct, then you would be traitors to this nation and our
constitution in a moral as well as legal sense and accountable for
your action! Just think about that!
Finally I repeat one thing from a former letter to you. I do
consider the American people as our friends with whom it would
be nice to cooperate on the basis of unadulterated fairness and
equality. By contrast you consider George Bush and company as
your friends. What a difference!
Frank S Tompa, Pender Island ✐
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DIGITAL TV
HIGH-SPEED
INTERNET
CABLE TV

Pick up Cable TV, Digital TV or High-Speed Internet today and experience
today’s best entertainment. Now available in many areas on Saltspring,
Galiano, Mayne, and Pender Islands.

For more details CALL

310-SHAW.

ISLAND TIDES, July 12, 2007, Page 11

Bulletin Board

(PAID BY DEADLINE ONLY - VISA ACCEPTED) • Phone 250-629-3660, Fax 250-629-3838
Email: islandtides@islandtides.com • Next DEADLINE: July 18, 2007
BULLETIN BOARD BOXED ADS – 1.5”, 2” & 3”– $20 per inch+gst— multi-issue discounts
BULLETIN BOARD WORD ADS - $16.96 for 25 words or less, 27¢ per additional word

Galiano ocean view home.
Picturesque, secluded, close to
ferries and services. Expansive
outlook over Strait. Available
September 1st. $1150 per month,
year-round. 604-943-8822
North Pender home. Long term.
4 bedroom, 2 bath, 4 appliances;
wood stove and electric heat.
References required, no pets, nonsmoking. $850 per month plus
utilities. 604 946-7956

WATER TAXI

GSA Auto Rentals

Serving All The
Southern
Gulf Islands

Monthly Rentals
from $525

Docside Charters

250-217-4488
ISLAND
MARINE

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT LTD.

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

250-654-0230

Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile
Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

Southern Gulf
House & Cottage Rentals

Long and Short-term Rentals.
List with Us.
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

HELP WANTED

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

Mayne Jewel: Terraced corner lot,
90’x150’, rented trailer and cabin;
house site (green zone); orchard.
Fenced, power, water, septic, cable,
telephone. Walk to ferry! $144,000.
250-382-6610 • canoes@telus.net

NEED A MORTGAGE?

Dragonfly Child Care &
Resource Centre
Pender Island
Seeking applicant(s) for
part-time positions of Child Care
Worker, Family Resource &
Referral Coordinator,
Administrative Assistant.
Mail: 5714 Canal Road, Pender
Island, V0N 2M2 by July 25, 2007
Info: 250-629-3040

• 100% Financing—
No Down Payment
• Self Employed—
No Proof of Income
• Damaged Credit
• Discharged
Bankruptcies
• Bank Turned Down

Danielle Buchanan
& Art Price
Mortgage Specialists

1-866-999-9740

danielle.buchanan@vericoselect.com

GREEN SHELTER from page 1
substantial part of our continuing daily expenditures on energy.
In a way, buying the comfort and convenience of the Canadian
lifestyle instead of renting it. In terms of the national economy,
and our own individual economies, what could be more
sensible?
Thus it is that many of the initiatives proposed as part of the
Green Party’s Green Plan are partnerships between government,
or all of us, and individuals, or each of us.

Specific Policies
The Green Party program recommends that we ‘leave no stone
unturned.’ Rather than proposing one ‘magic bullet’ that would
all by itself accomplish a massive reduction in GHG’s, the plan
proposes specific policies that would effectively tackle individual
aspects of the overall problem.
Just for a start, the federal government would require that all
new federal buildings should meet LEED (Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design) Green Building standards. But the
real goal is to move 100% of Canada’s buildings to a high level of
energy efficiency by 2025, and for all new buildings after 2025 to
be at zero-net energy.
To accomplish this, the plan includes a mix of government
policies including refundable tax credits and tax-deductible green
mortgages for homeowner retrofits. For public sector buildings,
there would be a national energy retrofit program. For business,
100% Accelerated Capital Cost Allowances and revolving federal
loans for energy retrofits, and free energy audits for large industrial
companies.
Building codes would require mandatory installation of solar
hot water, and solar photovoltaic as soon as the price falls to less
than $2 per watt. The target is one million solar homes by 2020;
three million by 2030; five million by 2050.
All new buildings are to be labelled for energy efficiency

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…
We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.
Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

250.539.2936
SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND

Well Drillers
Specializing in…

Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Trucks

PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks Garage Decks
and Roofdecks
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

   or
  

Rent or Lease

Servicing the Gulf Islands

655-5038
1-800-809-0788
GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

Waterworks
Bulk Water Delivery Ltd

• 3000gals Drinking Water •

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

Tank Filling, Cleaning,
Sales & Rentals
Pool Filling

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL
TRANSMISSION SERVICE

MOVED
HOMES

taxes extra

Local: 655-3707

(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

FREE
SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL
Gulf Islands
Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan

1-250-744-6842

ALLIANCE DRILLING

Come on in!
• Residential and
commercial well drilling
• Well pump and water
treatment systems
• BC Licenced Driller
since 1994
• FREE on-site consultation
• Hydro fracturing to
improve low yield wells

   
alumitubs@telus net

1 866 834 1600 / 250 391 6107
www.alliancedrilling.ca

COMPLETE WATER
WELL SERVICES

250-474-7912

39

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW

539-5252 or
250-478-6937

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

CRD Health Approved

❥ Road test by qualified
only
$
.95
technician
*
❥ Clean and inspect
for cars
(call for pricing
transmission pan
on trucks and
motor homes)
❥ 40-point driveline
safety check
* Parts, ECO fees and

1-877-655-3707

WoodFired
Hot Tubs

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

40+ buildings
available
www.nickelbros.com

1-866-606-2237

FOR SALE
OdorBeGone septic vent air cleaner.
Removes sewer gas coming from
vent stack. Canadian company.
Follows all codes. $79 includes
taxes. 250-373-2272, 539-2550,
http://www.odorbegone.ca

before they are sold or leased (like appliances are now).
For low-income rental housing: a national program to carry
out energy upgrades (like Germany); grants for 50% of the costs
of solar thermal roofs or walls (like Sweden). Refundable tax
credits increasing to $50,000 for the purchase of R-2000 and
other highly efficient homes; GST credits for all materials used in
LEED buildings.
All appliances sold in Canada must meet Energy Star ratings
by 2015; incandescent light bulbs and inefficient appliances
would be off the market by 2010.

From Where Will
The Electricity Come?
Success in the building energy and retrofit programs would lead to
a reduction of 25% in the need for power generation; even allowing
for population increase, the required generating capacity would
rise only slightly by 2040. Additional capacity, says the Green
Party, would be needed for charging a vehicle fleet heavily
weighted towards electric vehicles and plug-in hybrids. Even at
that, assuming night-time charging and other load shifting
strategies, the required national capacity is estimated at only 120
GW by 2040, compared to 113 GW in 2000.
The Greens’ plan anticipates continued hydro power
production of 68GW, but replacement of all coal, oil, natural gas,
and nuclear power generation capacity with renewables. This,
they say, would require a potential additional power generation
capacity of 90GW, since most renewables do not generate their
capacity all of the time.
This shift would be accelerated by the application of rising
carbon taxes, with no new fossil-fuel-fired power plants permitted
unless they are accompanied by 100% carbon sequestration
facilities. (The Greens’ plan downplays this possibility, saying that
such schemes are not yet technologically proven.)

CE VAESE
N
A ROOFING
Ltd.

250-381-2157

1-877-652-0599

Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198

Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

STANDING SEAM
METAL ROOFING
FOR WATER
COLLECTION SYSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

www.flynn.ca

CERTIFIED
SEPTIC SYSTEMS
Planning + Installation
Permits + Repairs
Central Vancouver Island
& The Gulf Islands

250-758-5169
Cell: 250-756-8781

Wind energy support would be increased to 2¢/kWh,
provided that consumers have the choice of suitable pricing, netmetering, and peak-power pricing. Government support would
also be provided for local energy co-ops, ocean energy
technologies, electricity storage technologies, and power grid
extensions to bring power from remote generating sites.
Geothermal energy is identified as an important future
source, given significant technological improvements, and the
Greens’ plan counts on considerable hitherto unanticipated
potential from this source. This would involve an R&D program
to develop Enhanced Geothermal Systems, drilling down as far
as 10km. (In January 2007 a major MIT study reported that
extractable EGS reservoirs under the US contained some 2000
times more primary energy than the US uses yearly.)
By 2040, Canada would have seen a substantial shift in its
electrical power sources:
SOURCE

FIRM POWER EQUIVALENT (2000)

Hydro

68GW

Coal

18GW

Oil

7.5GW

Natural Gas

5.5GW

Nuclear
Renewables

(2040)
68GW

13GW
1GW

Wind

17GW

Solar

5GW

Ocean

4GW

Biomass, biogas, microhydro
Geothermal
TOTAL

113GW

1GW
25GW
120GW

Keeping warm and keeping the lights on is a major Canadian
priority. The Greens’ plan provides a good start for a national
strategy. ✐

JAKOBSEN

What are your
options?

ASSOCIATES

Find out from your
Gulf Islands’ alternative
energy specialists

C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes

Energy Options
energyoptions@telus net
 
 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island VK V

N

Attn: Would you like to develop your
own home based business? Global
opportunity. Learn to operate a
mini-office outlet on-line from
home. No risk. www.fit-for-you.org

Mention this ad &
get 10% off first
month’s rental.

www.islandmarine.ca

REAL ESTATE

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE

L

MARINE

FOR RENT



electrical contractors • solar • wind • microhydro systems

K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com

Islands Trust wins B&B Ganges Marina court case
The Supreme Court of British Columbia released Reasons for
Judgment on June 20 that decided a significant court case in
favour of the Islands Trust, one that confirms the ability of local
governments in BC to regulate shoreline development with
zoning bylaws.
In his Reasons for Judgement, Mr Justice Tysoe concluded
that the Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee’s Land Use
Bylaw applies to the floating structure used as an office by B&B
Ganges Marina, and that it contravenes the bylaw. He ordered
B&B Ganges Marina to either remove the structure from the
marina or bring it into compliance with the bylaw by July 20,
2007.
The case dates from May 2006, when Islands Trust bylaw
enforcement staff requested B&B Ganges Marina to remove a
floating structure in Ganges Harbour (known locally as the ‘float

A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.

1,582 sq. ft. - $47,400
FOB Vancouver (Standard Specs)

• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct.
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.

Your Island Representative

Russ Anderson
View over 100 plans at:
www.nelson-homes.com

R. Anderson Technical Services
Duncan, BC
Phone: (250) 720-6000
Fax: (250) 720-2270
e-mail: russanderson@shaw.ca

camp’) from the area, as it did not comply with Salt Spring’s
zoning bylaws and a temporary permit had lapsed. B&B Ganges
Marina refused, resulting in, quoting Justice Tysoe, the float
camp’s ‘second excursion into litigation waters.’ The float camp
had been involved in litigation in an insurance claim several
years ago after it sank while being used as a sports fishing lodge.
In the current case, heard by Justice Tysoe in Vancouver
Supreme Court in May, the Salt Spring Island Local Trust
Committee sought a declaration that the float camp was not
permitted under its zoning bylaw. B&B Ganges Marina argued
that they were entitled to have the float camp in its present
location in the Ganges marina under the Land Use Bylaw, or
pursuant to the temporary permit, or, alternatively, that the
Land Use Bylaw didn’t apply to the float camp for constitutional
reasons.
The provincial Attorney General’s office participated, to argue
in support of the Islands Trust’s case. In reaching his decision,
Mr Justice Tysoe reviewed several legal precedents and rejected
all of B&B Ganges Marina’s arguments.
‘We are extremely pleased that the courts have confirmed the
right of communities to plan and regulate their shoreline areas,’
said Kim Benson, chair of the Islands Trust Council. ‘The
implications of this case are very significant and this win will
benefit all of the islands. This also demonstrates the strength of
the Islands Trust federation. Resources from all the Islands
enabled us to defend the bylaws that the Salt Spring Island
community has developed through its elected representatives.
We also want to recognize the hard work of our staff and legal
counsel in arriving at this successful conclusion.’
‘Naturally, I’m delighted with the outcome,’ said George
Ehring, local trustee for the Salt Spring Island Local Trust
Committee. I know that Islanders will be very happy to see the
building leave our harbour. I’m really pleased that our
jurisdiction over shoreline areas has been so clearly confirmed by
the Supreme Court of British Columbia.
‘The Islands Trust has done a service to local governments
across BC by taking this case on,’ added Islands Trust legal
counsel Francesca Marzari of law firm Lidstone Young
Anderson. ‘It’s a major victory that confirms local government’s
land use jurisdiction over the water, and will have a significant
impact in BC and across Canada. ✐

Accommodation & Attractions
Vancouver Island & Around the Georgia Strait (plus the Pacific!)

Crofton Division
Phone to book
(June, July, August)
250 246 6006

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria
Close to the ocean, UVic
& the hospital. Organic
breakfasts, private
bathrooms. $50-$70

250-598-7015

free mill tours

MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

Page’s
Resort & Marina

That ‘Little’
Coffee Place
Historic Duncan
  Canada Ave

Gabriola Island
250-247-8931

www.pagesresort.com

opposite our heritage
train station

250-746-5233

CAMPGROUND

In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest. 1o min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or 3 min drive.
Visa, Mastercard, AmEx

 Rainbow Rd

Salt Spring Island

250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

VANCOUVER ISLAND
‘HOLIDAY HOUSE’
B&B Motel • Rooms
Vacation Suites
FREE PICK-UP

20 min from Nanaimo Ferries
10 min from Nanaimo Airport

VICTORIA PICK-UP
Free with 1-week stay

1-888-310-2299

www.ladysmithoceanview.com
www.bbvacation.com
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Book Review by Patrick Brown

Armed
Madhouse
The more of this book I read, the
less I wanted to believe it. I’m
pretty skeptical, and the more
outrageous the story, the more
cynical I become.
But several things kept me
reading:
• where there’s smoke, there’s
fire, or at least smouldering
ashes, or something so hot that it
will spontaneously combust;
• he can’t be making all this up. Names are named, details are
detailed, and motives are motivating;
• some of it I’ve heard before, and the rest is consistent; and
he’s at least as skeptical as I am;
• it is tragic, provocative, and funny, all at the same time.
So I read right through to the end, hoping for divine intervention
but I didn’t find it….
Greg Palast is an investigative reporter for the BBC, the
Guardian, the Observer, Democracy Now!, Harpers, the
Pacifica Radio network, and other media, some respectable,
some underground, in both Britain and the US. He describes
himself as a former ‘forensic economist,’ and turned to
journalism in 1997. No kidding.
But you’re still wondering what the book is about, behind it
lurid cover. The subtitle, ‘From Baghdad to New Orleans—
Sordid Secrets & Strange Tales of a White House Gone Wild,’
covers a multitude of sins—both past and future. The main
topics:
Fear and terrorism and how to use it to promote a war, and a
president. Palast describes this as the section ‘with the most
laughs.’
The war is about the oil, yes? Most people thought the
purpose was to ensure a long term supply for the US. Other
people thought it would be more useful to prevent it being
produced, so the price would rise. Palast brings in a new angle
and names the players in a ‘war about the war.’ He describes Plan
A and Plan B and who was in charge at various stages. And who’s
winning now.
He follows the money—where it comes from, who’s got it,
who gets it, and how it gets there. Palast puts forward his own
interpretation of the odyssey of the US dollar (hint: try Saudi
Arabia and China), and what he describes as ‘class warfare on a
global scale.’
He covers the 2004 presidential election and many details of
how, in Palast’s words, Kerry won, but Bush got to be president.
And the ‘necklacing’ of Dan Rather.
Next is the class war in the US—including the drowning of
New Orleans, the California electricity shortage, Wal-Mart, and
the ‘No Child Left Behind’ program.
Finally Palast tells how ‘they’ plan to win the 2008
presidential election. Followed by Palast’s exhortations on ‘what
to do about it.’
All fascinating stuff and an angry book. Unfortunately, I
found it credible. But entertaining. Palast’s writing style verges
on stand-up comicry, but he’s deadly serious. He wallows in
irony, and there is plenty to go around. I suspect these
techniques are his way of remaining sane, rather than suicidal, in
the face of such revelations of stupidity and venality.
I’d like to think that it would be possible, from this side of the
no-longer undefended border, to take a detached, amused and
morally superior attitude, and to view these shenanigans as just
that—shenanigans. But, I suspect, this is no longer possible.
I wonder, first of all, why Canada would want to be joined at
the hip with such a flawed—and now corrupt—nation. And, given
that we obviously are, how much Canada has been infected with
this sort of stuff. Not all of it, but clearly, the excrescences of
NAFTA, the SPPofNA, non-competitive defence contracts, and
Afghanistan our mini-Iraq. And maybe a progression from
‘peace, order, and good government’ to ‘war, control, and bad
politics.’
Palast’s book about the US is, unfortunately, relevant to us.
Armed Madhouse: From Baghdad to New Orleans: Sordid
Secrets & Strange Tales of a White House Gone Wild, Gregory
Palast, Plume/Penguin paperback, $18.50. (Note: there is more
than one cover design for this book; the latest announces ‘New
Chapter! The scheme to swipe 2008.’) ✐

Whoops!
An anachronism crept into Island Tides editing in our June 14
edition. In an article by Margaret Griffith, we inadvertently
called the Minister of Community Services, the Minister of
Municipal Affairs, a title which was changed some years ago.

