
Students vote
too ~ Nicholas Wilde
A new government is in! For the first
federal election in Canadian history,
kids and youth have participated
through Student Vote 2004! Student
Vote was organized as a pilot project
for the last provincial election in
Ontario: 43% of Ontario secondary
students voted. The votes in Student
Vote do not elect the candidates, but
they do tell the political parties what
young people want and also
encourage active citizenship. 

The Pender Island Student Vote
was organized by Pender
Environmentally Conscious Kids, of which I and my sister Naomi are founding
members. There was at least one other school in the electoral district that
participated. The results for Pender Island were: 

CPC Lib NDP Bloc Green Ind
2 1 7 15 1 1

On Pender Island 32 students were eligible to vote; of those, 26 cast their
ballots! This means that 70.4% of the eligible Pender Island students voted.
Whereas only 60.5% of eligible adults voted in this federal election, the lowest
percentage of Canadians to vote in a national election since Confederation! I
think this shows that Pender Island youth care about their future and want to be
heard; maybe the adults should listen!

In our riding (Saanich-Gulf Islands), Student Vote elected the Green Party.
Results for our riding were:

CPC Lib NDP Bloc Green Com  Marij Ind
181 136 216 16 327 1 4 1

Nationwide Student Vote 2004 results were: 
Party Seats Votes %of Vote
Bloc Québécois 25 7,564 3.1%
Canadian Action Party 0 425 0.2%
Christian Heritage Party 0 994 0.4%
Communist Party 0 514 0.2%
Conservative Party 85 75,612 31.1%
Green Party 3 25,257 10.4%
Liberal Party 102 71,195 29.2%
Libertarian Party 0 3 0.0%
Marxist-Leninist Party 0 407 0.2%
Marijuana Party 1 1,722 0.7%
New Democratic Party 50 58,032 23.8%
Progressive Canadian Party 0 271  0.1%
Independent 1 1,484 0.6%
Total 267 243,48 100.0%

For more information on Student Vote 2004 go to
www.studentvote2004.ca. ✐
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Pender mini-minors warm up with a stretch prior to one of the last practices before
summer break. Saturday, June 26 was a double trophy day for the Pender Island minors
baseball team (Inset photo).They received the season championship trophy for the Sidney
Little League and the runner-up trophy for the City championships.

Want colour in your summer ad? — give Island Tides a call! 250-629-3660

Restoration of all exterior and interior wood 
surfaces: log homes, wood siding, 
decks, shake and shingle roofs. 
Rot replacement structural repairs. 
N a t u r a l o i l w o o d f i n i s h . 
E n v i r o - f r i e n d l y p r o d u c t s . 

Protect & enhance your most valuable assets. 

Ph: 604.837.8866 
Fax: 604.731.3523 

roger@woodwizards.biz 
http://www.woodwizards.biz www.woodwizards.biz
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•  Canadian products and materials are used as much as possible
• Environmentally sensitive 
• Community conscious
• Free estimates
• Conscientious and proficient service
• Guaranteed workmanship
•  References available upon request

pipeFISH plumbing
licensed gasfitting & plumbing

Serving the Southern Gulf Islands
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Protecting the world’s oceans will cost governments far
less than the amount they spend on subsidies for fishing
fleets and will lead to bigger catches in the long run,
according to a new study.

The study, by the conservation group World Wildlife
Fund International and Britain’s Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds, estimates that a network of marine
protected areas (MPAs) covering 30% of Earth’s oceans
would cost $12 billion to $14 billion annually.

It says this falls far short of the $15 billion to $30
billion already spent each year on subsidies to
commercial fisheries, which they say encourages over-
fishing.

The study was published in the US journal
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences in
July.

Only 5% of the Sea Protected
According to WWF, only 0.5% of the sea is under
protection, compared to 12% of the planet’s land area.
But the study says increasing marine protection to 30%
of the global total would cost less than the subsidies that

are spent on fishing fleets.
Critics argue that extensive government support,

especially in the European Union, keeps unprofitable
boats afloat and effectively pays them to chase after
dwindling fish stocks. And that fishing subsidies
encourage fishing for subsidies rather than fish.

The report estimates that setting up and running an
expanded network of MPAs would generate between
830,000 and 1.1 million full-time jobs directly. Further
jobs would be created through increased fish catches
and other spin-offs such as ecotourism.

It estimates MPAs would help preserve marine
services valued at an estimated $7 trillion a year. This
includes cash generated by tourism, fishing, waste
recycling, and the price of coastal properties.

Nearly 75% of fisheries are categorized as overfished
or fished to the limit. Some, like the once teeming cod
fishery off the east coast of Canada, have completely
collapsed and may never recover.

WWF said marine habitat loss now equals or exceeds
that of rain forests, with 60% of coral reefs expected to
be lost by 2030 if present rates of decline continue. ✐

Protecting a third of the world’s oceans cheaper
than subsidizing fishing fleets, says study
Ed Stoddard, Reuters

E-Waste recycling in BC is delayed again
Computer recycling in BC, which was
expected to be in place by the end of
2004, has been delayed once again.
The new Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) regulation that
ensures computer manufacturers
work with government to create
recycling programs for their products
is on hold and will likely not be
considered till the end of the year.

Late last year the BC Government
had announced it would include
computers and other electronics, such
as televisions and printers, under a
revamped Post-Consumer Residual
Stewardship Program Regulation so
that this ‘e-waste’ could be recycled
and diverted from landfills. 

Estimates for completion of the

regulatory process were set for spring
2004. But Joyce Murray, then Water,
Land & Air Protection (WLAP)
Minister, stated at the Recycling
Council of BC’s Breakfast with the
Ministry in October 2003 that she
expected a program to be ready by the
end of 2004.

Currently, Ministry of Water, Land
and Air Protection officials say that the
proposed e-waste program cannot
proceed until a new Stewardship
Regulation is in place. That regulation
is currently under cabinet review, and
since there won’t be another sitting of
the house until October, the e-waste
regulation process may be on hold
until that time.✐

Salt Spring’s apple bursary awarded
Sarah Larson of Salt Spring Island is the winner of a new award, reports Harry Burton of Apple Luscious Farm. The
Salt Spring Island Apple Festival created the annual $500 bursary earlier this year to further knowledge of organic
agriculture, especially via hands-on training. The recipient was announced in June. Larson will study sciences at
University of Victoria this fall. ✐
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T
his year’s broods of swallows are fledged and making their
maiden flights, dragonflies fill the daylight skies, and bats
and nighthawks the night. And stand back—the zucchinis

are coming on fiercely! 
We need rain. Saturna Island is bone dry, flammable and low

on water. We have level-one water restrictions in place, and an
‘extreme’ fire rating which means all fires, anywhere in any sort
of container, are banned. Those of you who regularly light small
fires (in response to nicotine addiction) please consider where
each of those little ‘fire starters’ are placed when you are finished.
You may have a bbq at your house using charcoal briquettes, but
no open flame. You may cut down or limb a tree at your house,
with a garden hose available. You may not chainsaw in your
woods.

And, delightfully, summer life on Saturna Island goes on.
Saturna’s summer is full of visiting kids, our school kids, and our
grown-up kids come home to make some good working cash
while they live at mom and dad’s, saving on rent. Summer is
when the Island businesses make their money: B&Bs, cafés,
restaurants,  grocery stores, tours and boat rentals, and artists.
The Island is bustling, and full of people in shorts and sandals
having a good time. 

55th Canada Day BBQ
Our July 1, Canada Day, 55th Saturna Lamb BBQ went slick as a
whistle. Nothing beats hot off the fire, just carved into your plate,
Saturna Island spring lamb! The Saturna Lamb BBQ ‘self-
actuated ad hoc-ery’ (Jim Campbell maxim) management
system, which involves the community getting done everything
that needs to get done just in time without written direction, was
its dependable complete success. The mainstream management
system, which came into play as well, was also a  success. Having

the two systems working side by side is failsafe and ensures that
every kind of person with zero, or complete, organizational skills
can volunteer at the BBQ! This year we made a comfortable
amount of money to run our Community Hall and donate to all
of the good community causes that surface during the year.

It was a lovely day, sunny and sometimes breezy. Each year
we have more and more kids attend, which is so fun and fits our
basic mandate from 55 years ago: to provide a school picnic for
Saturna’s kids (which is why the BBQ is free for our kids). A Salt
Spring band, Simone and the Undertones, provided great
musicianship and vocals.

Bill Sheffeld, King of the Coconut Shy for years and years, is
seriously threatening to retire. Bill is an artist and the Coconut
Shy is a fabulous canvas for him. The Coconut Shy is the place
where the kids gather, young and old. It is funky—all of the
stands used to be built like this one each year, nails and boards
from the ground up. Bill’s booth is about the last survivor in this
tradition and goes beyond construction into art. The Stand takes
hours to construct, it is essentially a moving sculpture built of
fish net, teredo worm boards, mill slabs, festive fringe, flags,
banners, signs, some screws, some nails, and the gallon tomato
cans left over from the Spanish Rice part of the meal. The Stand
has an elaborate gravity-feed, ball return system created from
piping, irrigation troughs, and ‘perfect pieces’.

Bill customizes the rules for each customer according to age,
height, apparent skill, and need to win a coconut. After the BBQ
is over, kids gather and play at the Coconut Shy—its magic
lingers past the shouts and smacking balls and awards. 

Our standard response to someone like Bill who wishes to
retire is ‘Oh,’ and then we go away and pray they forget the
notion as the year goes round to the next BBQ. If they are serious
we read them the official policy which says, ‘OK, you can retire.
First you must find someone who is as good as you and
embodies all the aspects we love about your effort and
apprentice them for five years, until we are satisfied they can
replace you, adequately.’ With Bill we seem to be at this sec ond
stage. However, I think we can stall him by offering massive
assistance at his total whimsical command as he constructs and
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ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

John Campbell
Gillian Campbell

Salt Spring Island

Ocean Air 
Floatplanes
Fly on your schedule!

Up to 3 passengers from:
Southern Gulf Islands > Sidney          $168
Sidney or S. Islands > Van. Airport      $300

Call for a quote on other coastal flights…More Great Rates!

1.866.655.1144 / info@oceanair.ca
www.oceanair.ca

  
 

Waterfront Services Corp.
Barging services, stationed in Montague Harbour

We Specialize in Servicing the Gulf Islands
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

250-412-2373
Email: parkerisland@gi-wireless.net

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US… 
We’ll take anything with a

deposit for a full refund.

Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

SATURNA GENERAL STORE

101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD

250.539.2936

T
he 2004 Federal Election resulted in what is termed a
minority government for the Liberals, 135 seats out of a total
of 308. This means that, in order to pass major legislation,

including a Budget, they will need the support of another 20
members of the House of Commons, for a total of 155.

Assuming that party discipline is maintained, this could be
achieved through the support of all the members elected by the
NDP, plus one other member. As long as the Liberals can
maintain the ‘confidence of the House’, they will be able to
govern, but their position precludes the introduction of any
really controversial legislation without debate and, probably,
compromise.

It is interesting to compare the results of this ‘First Past The
Post’ (FPTP) election with what might have been if the entire
election was carried out under a national Proportional
Representation (PR) system. If half the members were elected
by ridings, and the other half drawn from party lists on the basis
of their percentage of the popular vote, the results would have
been different.

Party % of vote FPTP PR
Bloc 12.4% 54 38
CPC 29.6% 99 92
Green 4.3% 0 13
Liberal 36.7% 135 115
NDP 15.7% 19 49
Other  1.4% 1 1*
TOTAL 100% 308 308

(*parties with a small % of the vote are not eligible for list seats. These
extra seats are then reassigned.)

Under FPTP, parties that concentrate their vote in a few seats
(the Bloc) will elect more MPs than their share of the popular
vote. Parties that distribute their vote across Canada (the NDP)
will elect less MPs than their share. Parties with too small a
percentage of the vote to elect a member in any specific riding
are not represented in the House (the Greens).

The result of this election, under FPTP, was a ‘minority’
government. The result under PR would have also been a
‘minority’ government. In fact, under PR, in order to elect a
‘majority’ government, the leading party would have to get over
50% of the popular vote, nationally.

Minority Governments
The question arises whether a ‘minority’ government is by its

nature a bad thing. For most of the past century, Canada has had
at least a three-party system, and often more. The Liberals,
Conservatives, and NDP differ philosophically, and represent
real differences in public opinion. The Reform party, now
subsumed into the Conservatives, started as a regional party in
the west. The Bloc Quebecois is a regional party in Quebec (to
say the least). The Greens are a small, but growing, national
party, with a different emphasis from the Liberals,
Conservatives, and NDP.

It’s clear that these differences mean no one party is likely to
get over half the popular vote nationally in the foreseeable
future. Compromise and negotiation is the only just way to
govern a country with such differences.

It can be argued, then, that any system that yields a ‘majority’
government in these circumstances cannot fairly represent the
country, and any party that governs as if it had a majority is
overstepping its mandate. In fact, it is exacerbating the political
differences that clearly exist.

In that sense, the results of the recent election are relatively
representative of Canadian political opinion as it is now; an
election in which the governing party received just over one-
third of the popular vote.

So, why not a ‘minority’ government? Is this the time, in the
evolution of a multicultural, multi-regional Canada with a variety
of political interests, to learn how to govern by consensus?

And then, why not a government that proportionally
represents the popular vote?

This may be the time to reverse the Chrétien trend towards a
presidential form of government, concentrating power in the
Prime Minister’s office. The temptation of power is to govern so
as to reinforce that power; this is not necessarily best for the
country. Debate takes place secretly in the cabinet and in the
caucus of the ruling party; we lose transparency in the nation’s
decision making.

Proposals by a ‘majority’ government are presented as
‘government’ bills; the opposition will oppose them, but they are
unlikely to defeat them. The opposition thus tends to attack the
government on the basis of scandal or mismanagement, rather
than debate real alternatives. All of this contributes to our own
‘democratic deficit’.

We have the opportunity now to move in the other direction;
towards open debate, more participation, and a more
representative government. It’s about time. ✐

Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

SATURNA, please turn to next page

Complete Rainwater Harvesting Systems
Roof-to-Tap Design

• Polypropylene-lined 
Steel Cisterns—
4,000-30,000 gallons

• Roof Washers 
• Gravity Filters

Bob Burgess 250-246-2155
www.rainwaterconnection.com

DESIGN • SALES • INSTALLATION

Dealing With Government ~ Patrick Brown

Election—What Might Have Been
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1-800-447-3247
604-273-8900

www.seairseaplanes.com

8 Scheduled Flights Daily

FREE shuttle service to main terminal and bus exchangeFREE shuttle service to main terminal and bus exchange

SEAPLANES

FREQUENTFLYERDISCOUNTS

Leaves Vanc. Airport
7:30am
11:30am
4:30pm

des: Port Wash, Lyall, Miners
5:30pm

des: Ganges, Thetis, Montague

Leaves Gulf Islands
8:00am 

12:00pm 
5:00pm

dep: Port Wash, Lyall, Miners
6:00pm 

dep: Ganges, Thetis, Montague

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands and Greater
Victoria for over 25 Years
Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC
Phone: (250) 386-7643

The Lakeview (1464 sq. ft.)

www.harvestcedarhomes.com

MATERIAL LOCKUP

$38, 295     $56, 695
COMPLETE  $113,850

Call Today for your FREE Plan Book

"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Galiano Island: Beautiful oceanfront 10+
acres estate property, custom designed &
built quality home, beautiful views, all day
sun, private & quiet. S/SW/W exposures,
option to build two sep. guest cottages.
$1,420,000

Salt Spring Island: Well maintained home,
large sep. garage / workshop, 0.65 acre,
private & sunny, comm. water. $395,000

Salt Spring Island: Panoramic oceanviews,
sunny 2.21 acres building lot, access to
comm. water system, excellent investment
option. $339,000

Salt Spring Island: Cottage on 0.62 acre,
sunny, private, & quiet, located near good
beach access, excellent island getaway.
$229,500

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"

Li Read
Re/Max Realty of Salt Spring

Salt Spring Island: 36 acre hay & pasture
farm, “Mediterranean style” home,

covenanted mature woods with trail,
secluded shady stream. See Li!

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, 5+ acres,
drilled well, roughed in driveway,
building site, zoned for home, sep. cottage,
& sep studio. $399,000

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131 
Fax: 250-537-4287

Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

SPRING HOURS: 
Café: Weekdays 7am–8pm daily

Early Bird Special $4.95 (7–9am) 
Sat & Sun 8am–8pm 

Pub: Open from Noon daily
Liquor Store: Open from Noon–9pm daily

629-3493 • www.portbrowning.com • portbrowning@gulfislands.com

Live Music: July 16/17–Craig Jacks     July 23/24–The Exceptions

PORT BROWNING MARINA, CAFE & PUB
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Lunn elected again, but loses support

Comparison with 2000 Election
The combined Alliance and Conservative vote in 2000 was 53.4% and slipped to 34.6% in 2004.
The Liberal vote in 2000 was 32.3%, in 2004 it was 26.7%. 

On the other hand, the NDP vote in 2000 was 8.0%, and it grew to 21.6% in 2004; the Green
vote in 2000 was 5.5%; in 2004 it had more than tripled to 16.7%.

Clearly, the combination of the Alliance and Conservative parties, in which MP Gary Lunn
played such a prominent part, resulted in a loss of about one-third of his support. The Greens plus
the NDP received more votes than the new conservatives. This is a substantial reversal.

Shift to Green Party & NDP Strongest on Gulf Islands
The surge in Green and NDP support was particularly pronounced on the Southern Gulf Islands.
Preliminary voting results show Andrew Lewis of the Green Party topping the poll, the NDP
gaining support, and the Liberals and Conservatives trailing. 

Official poll by poll figures are not available till August, according to Elections Canada (look for
an Island Tides in-depth analysis as soon as figures are available). However indications are that
the Green Party took 33.9% of the Souther Gulf Island votes. In second place was Jennifer Burgis
for the NDP. The combined NDP and Green share of vote doubled from 28.7% in 2000 to 59.3%
in 2004, while the Alliance and Conservative vote sustained significant losses. The Liberals, in line
with the rest of the riding, lost about 20% of their vote on the Islands. Again, a significant reversal
of previous trends.

In addition, voter turnout on the Southern Gulf Islands jumped markedly in 2004, perhaps
indicating that a new generation voters are now participating in the election process. With official
figures yet to come and a voters’ list known to contain significant inaccuracies, total turnout in
2004 looks to have increased by nearly 30% over the 2000 and 1997 elections—far more than
population growth would account for. ✐

June 2004

Gary Lunn CPC 22,050

David Mulroney LIB 17,082

Jennifer Burgis NDP 13,765

Andrew Lewis GREEN 10,662

Mary Moreau IND 214

Total:                63,773

November 2000
Gary Lunn ALL 25,393
Don Page PC 6,024
Karen Knott LIB 19,002
Pat O’Neill NDP 4,716
Wally Du Temple GREEN 3,243
Kathleen LaPerouse NAT LAW 217
Dan Moreau CHRIS HER 123
Charlie Stimac COM 88
Total:                58,806

Saanich-Gulf Islands Election Results

dismantles the booth. 
Thanks to our community, who works so

hard together to put on this wonderful
extravaganza. Thanks to all of our guests, who
come from close and far away to enjoy our
efforts. 

Bob Hunter, 1943-2004 
Saturna community suffered a loss with the
totally unexpected death of Bob Hunter on
June 28. Some of Bob’s closest friends and
teammates were on-call with the ambulance
service and came to his assistance. Bob and
Theresa, Bob’s wife, have lived in Lyall Harbour
on Saturna since 1992. Bob was born in
Panama in 1943, where his dad was a welding
engineer working on the Panama Canal. After a

brief time in northern California with his
grandparents, Bob came to live on Marine
Drive in White Rock  .

He first came to Saturna as a young
teenager in a leaky boat, which required
constant bailing there and back. Chuck Bavis,
who lived at the house at the mouth of Narvaez
Bay let them camp at Little Bay, now called
Echo Bay. Bob remembered Saturna and
wanted to come back. Bob worked for Crown
Packaging in Richmond for 30 years, starting
during his last year of high school as a
millwright mechanic.   

He played a little baseball during at work.
Then when he got to Saturna, he and Theresa
joined the Saturna Oystercatchers baseball

SATURNA, please turn to page 6

SATURNA from previous page



Jean Howarth 1917-2004
Dear Editor: 
The Globe & Mail today contains a lengthy obit for Jean Howarth, who
as much as anyone is responsible for the mystique and philosophy of
the Gulf Islands. She did this by writing for years in the Globe a column
that purported to chronicle the goings on of an island she called
Madronna, but which was in fact Saturna.

She wrote three books composed of her columns: Island Time,
Secrets the Island is Keeping, and Treasure Island Secrets. Howarth
was on the editorial staff of the Globe for some thirty years. Earlier in
her career she worked for the Calgary Herald, The Province, and CBC
radio.

In his introduction to Secrets the Island is Keeping, Senator
Richard J. Doyle, former editor in chief of The Globe & Mail said, ‘Jean
Howarth is still stoking the fires, warming Canada’s dreams, with the
chronicles of her own treasure island. There the great issues have to do
with living decently and even dying decently. And doing most things
with wickedly good humour. Many of her faithful readers, who with
their letters have kept this faraway island secure on The Globe and
Mail’s editorial page for more than a decade, have written to ask for the
location of Madronna. They need not ask. Most of them, awake or
asleep, have already been there themselves.'

The Globe says that there will be a memorial service on Saturna in
late August. 

Patrick Brown, Pender Island

Ed’s Note: More about Jean Howarth in ‘Saturna Notes,’ page 6. 

High-Density Housing
Dear Editor:
We need to ensure that the growth we get is the growth we want. In
light of the fact that Penders ‘long overdue’ Official Community Plan
Review has just begun, how can our Trustees expect the community
to approve the Driftwood proposal, Draft Bylaw 141? This kind of
major diversion from the current OCP—setting precedents for land
use, density transfer, and amenity rezoning—should be determined
only as part of a broad and comprehensive review of the OCP with
full public involvement. (There’s a lot more information at
www.driftwood141.com .)

Changing rural zoning to high-density residential and removing
what is currently zoned as tourist accommodation is clearly
contradictory to the purpose and intent of the current OCP. 

The housing that the Driftwood proposal calls ‘seniors housing’
and offers in exchange for increased density, doesn’t fit any
definition of ‘seniors housing’ that we have researched—putting the
word ‘seniors’ in front of low cost housing on the least marketable
land with restrictions on future sales does not, from our perspective,
qualify for meeting the needs of seniors in this community. Giving a
5% reduction on a yet unknown figure to adults over 60 years is
merely a marketing ploy benefiting the developer. This may be a
response to a perceived market demand but does not provide the
community with a real ‘amenity’ as would true ‘seniors’ housing.’

There are no real amenities or community benefits offered. This
proposal obviously does not reflect this community’s planned,
sustainable growth initiative but rather reflects an objective of The
Driftwood Properties Ltd independent economic goals. We need to
complete the OCP Review before anything like this is seriously
considered. Sue and Gord Bailey, Pender Island

Not So High-Density Housing
Dear Editor: 
I read the article on the front page of Island Tides last week,
entitled ‘Pender at a Crossroads’. I was quite dismayed that a
Penderite was quoted who endorsed and supported high-
density tourist accommodation over a low-density mixed
housing project for the community and the people of Pender. 

Having lived on Pender Island for the past twelve years, I
believe it is time, and that Pender is very fortunate, that a project
such as the Driftwood Village is planned. Too many older people
have had to give up their homes because it becomes too much
work, and I am sure this project would encourage people to
remain on Pender.

It appears to me that this project has been carefully thought
out. 25% of the total project has been allotted to permanent
senior housing, and 16 cottages adult housing, which of course,
seniors can also purchase. Many restrictions are in place to
ensure low usage of the land and water, and I am sure that this
project would have far less impact on the land than the
allowable tourist accommodation.

As a resident I can only embrace such a project, and believe
it will be an asset to Pender Island.

Dorothy Murdoch, Pender Island

Smart Growth & Bylaw 141
Dear Editor:
We are writing in response to an article in your July 1-14 issue entitled,
‘Pender at the crossroads-is the island on the road to urbanization?’ At
issue is a small-scale housing project adjacent to Driftwood Centre
being developed by Mr. Davie Rae, which may have several negative
consequences according to several Penderites. In reply, we wish to
emphasize the following;

The density of Mr. Rae’s project is by most standards of residential
development a low— not ‘high’—density undertaking. Recent property
transactions in the long-established Magic Lake Estates show activity
on building lots of 0.20 and 0.21 acre, a density figure substantially
higher than Rae’s.

The matter of a zoning ‘precedent’ being established, unleashing a
flood of dense subdivisions, is not supported by the careful study and
eight years of planning and public hearings behind Rae’s project. Sites
in central North Pender Island, such as Browning Harbour, have had
zoning approval for development since 1999. Few have shown much
activity. There has been no rush to judgment—or to construction—in
our opinion.

Is there an ‘urban-style centre’ being planned behind Driftwood
Village as some have alleged? We think not. The zoning densities
referred to by several complainants as forming an urban ‘central
neighbourhood’ on North Pender are in face widely separated areas
and, if anything, perhaps suffer from a lack of cohesive planning
among them. Rae’s project is planned specifically and jointly with the
updating of the Driftwood Centre. Such architectural and land use
integration should be supported.

Professional planners for a ‘smart growth’ assessment completed
recently for the Pender Islands advocated a commercial, service and
residential centre. The project report said to locate a centre on the
Island to put new housing there. We urge residents to acknowledge the
fine centre they already have. We believe Mr. Rae’s project is an
important, integral part of these ‘smart’ development
recommendations’.

John Bowes & David Okula, Pender  Island

Fairy Tale Development?
Dear Editor:
The salient points to consider in assessing the Driftwood Center
development proposal are these.

It is fundamentally against the stated desires of the community
through the OCP, which is categoric in its rejection of any more high
density housing than already exists. To make it worse, in creating this
unwanted density, rural land will be turned to residential zoning by the
phoniest of mechanisms.

Supposedly, for this to be considered, a compensating quid pro
quo has to happen, such as the conversion of other residential land to
rural or maybe a park, or maybe some other real and tangible benefit
to the community. In this case it is the provision of a limited amount
of ‘Seniors Housing.’ The design of the proposed seniors housing is
really pretty dismal, and dark, and not really suitable for its intended
purpose, and there are totally ignored issues of sewage and water. In
this case, the supposed ‘Seniors Housing’ is hardly an overall
community benefit.

The real shocker though is that there is absolutely nothing to
ensure that seniors housing will even happen. The truth is that really
there is no ‘quid’ for this ‘pro quo.’

The only thing that will happen for sure is that some highly
valuable building lots will be created, some on what is now rural land,
and a condo development will come to be. The thin end of the wedge
that is slowly destroying the nature of the Island will be driven in a lot,
not a little, deeper.

On Saturday, July 17 a public meeting will be held. The number of
people there will make a huge difference as to whether this proposal
proceeds, or does not. If you care about what makes this Island the
place it is, and if you go to one only meeting this year, make this the
one. The powers that be need to be made aware that the population of
the Island is not so stupid as to be blind to the fact that in this case, as
in the other fairy tale, the Emperor really has no clothes.

John Carlton, Pender Island

Big Island Rural Solidarity
Dear Editor:
While reading your most recent issue on-line, a thought kept running
through my head, ‘Boy, is Pender Island in trouble !’

This high density housing project creating an urban-style centre is
the very thing the Island does not need. Uphold your Official
Community Plan that indicates a rural life style. It’s your home.
Protect it now! Once this thing goes through there will be 10 more to
follow and Pender Urban Island will be the result.

Recently, Land and Water BC Inc (LWBC), a crown corporation
which manages the allocation of Crown land and water resources on
behalf of the Government of British Columbia, tried to dump a
development on Bowser (area pop. 3,100) which would create the
destruction of 1,200 acres for four 18-hole championship golf courses
and 2,500 residential housing units. And set aside 3,800 more acres
for further development along the new highway in Bowser/Qualicum
Bay. Totally against our OCP.
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Readers’ Letters

Live Your Dream

NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE
– Over 100 full colour designs –

THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE

CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION

MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE

CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

1.888.546.9663
www.linwoodhomes.com

emai l :  is landt ides@gulf is lands.com    www.is landt ides.com

Now in Three Locations:
#1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island
Doug Guedes & Doug Strong • 1-250-537-5527

A2 - 9769 Fifth Street, Sidney
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)

7178 W. Saanich Rd, Brentwood Bay
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)

www.seafirstinsurance.com

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners • Farm
• Commercial • Bed & Breakfasts

autoplan

MINUTE TAKER
REQUIRED

Saturna Island
The Islands Trust is seeking an individual to take minutes
for the Saturna Island Local Trust Committee. The
successful candidate will be a resident of the island.
This individual would be asked to take minutes of Local
Trust Committee Meetings, Public Hearings and
Community Information Meetings. Duties also include
posting and delivery of notices.
Subject to Local Trust Committee approval this position
would also be appointed as Secretary to the Saturna Island
Advisory Planning Commission.  
Preference will be given to applicants with experience in
taking meeting minutes. Local Government experience
would be an asset.  Applicants should be able to either
scribe short-hand, speed-write or type a minimum of 40
w.p.m.; have access to and have good working knowledge
of Microsoft Word and have an email address; you must
have good verbal and written communication skills.
The hourly rate is: $16.94. Please contact Kathy Jones at
the Islands Trust office at (250) 405-5163 for detailed
information.  A copy of your resume should be faxed to
(250) 405-5155 (Attention:  Kathy Jones, Planning Clerk),
by  Friday, July  30, 2004 .

specializing in
water access over

steep
& rugged

terrain

www.shorelinedesign.ca
peterc@shorelinedesign.ca

• excellent
references

SHORELINE
DESIGN

250-629-8386

• fully insured

Peter
Christenson

LETTERS, please turn to page 7

FREE Scooter Buyers
Report & Safety Guide
EVER considered a mobility scooter?
Then there is FREE consumer info you need to read.

“The Consumer’s Guide to Picking the
Perfect Scooter” answers many common
questions, including the 20 things to ask
before you buy.
Plus this special

report reveals  insiders
‘secrets’ that can save
you time & money.

To get your FREE
report call the (24hr)
toll-free hotline:
1-866-383-7383, ext 345

Call today and you’ll
also get the info
packed, illustrated

20-page Scooter Safety
Guide written by expert
Michael Cruerer, featuring
17 real world road safety
tips.Yours FREE by calling
toll-free 1-866-383-7383,
extension 345

FREE BONUS!!!

Or write: Reports, Box IT345, 201
Menzies St, Victoria, BC  V8V2G6
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‘What’s On?’ Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.10   

Thursdays, July 15 to Aug 26
Summer Reading Program at the Pender Library—
‘Anything Can Happen–When You Read!’ Small children should
bring an adult lap to sit on • Pender Library • 2–3pm • Info: Merry
Hallsor 250-629-2034 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Sat & Sun, July 17 & 18
8th Annual Art Off the Fence Show and Sale—featuring
work of Frank Ducote, Joy McAughtrie, Wendy Munroe, M.
Isabel Roberts, and Susan Taylor with guest artists Corre Alice,
Ghenia Bogun, Carol Davidson, Diane Kremmer and Patti
Parkyn; Live music by Patrick Smith, Jennifer West, Kathy
McIntyre, Jasmine Dine, Denny Goertz, Glen Perry and Glenn
Biagioni • Whalepointe, 9929 Southlands Drive • 11am–4pm •
Info: 250-629-6661 • ON SOUTH PENDER ISLAND

Thurs to Sun, July 22 to 25
Natural Fibre Festival—Great workshops, fashion show,
displays, quilt show, events, rare breeds in the barn, kids
workshops, demos, competitions, vendors • Farmers Institute
Grounds /Artspring/Various Galleries • Admission to Farmers
Institute grounds: $5/two-day pass (Saturday/Sunday); children
under 12 free; Tickets for fashion show and gallery reception (Sat
pm): $15, ArtSpring Box Office • Info: www.fibrefestival.com or
250-537-1346 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, July 24 (*Date Correction) 
St. Peter’s 71st Annual Garden Party—attic treasure stall,
bake table, gardening, book table, old fashioned children’s games,
including hat making (creations will be paraded at the ‘Mad
Hatter Parade’), music, and more • 4703 Canal Road • 1pm–4pm,
parade 2:30pm • Admission $5 adults, children 1$, under 5 free •
Info: Carol Meek 250-629-6810 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, July 24
Mayne Island Quilters’ Guild
Show & Sale–‘Blowing in the
Wind’—quilting demonstrations,
challenge quilt display, made on
Mayne boutique, vendors’ market,
raffle, lunch room; featured artist Arlene
Neely • Follow signs from ferry terminal •
Free admission • ON MAYNE ISLAND

Thurs to Mon, July 29 to August 2
Sheila Jordan is Shirley Valentine—
Come and drink a glass of wine with Shirley
in a country where the grape is grown;
wooden bench seating (cushions
recommended!), dress for the weather •
Morning Bay Farm (vineyard), 6621
Harbour Hills Drive • 7:30pm • Tickets: $15
at Talisman and That Little Coffee Place •
ON PENDER ISLANDS

Thursday, July 29 
Rae Spoon & Po’ Girl Concert—a sweet
summer evening of new-skool cowboy folk,
beguiling grooves, soulfull roots, grit and
spirit •  South End Community Hall  •  Doors
8pm, Show 9pm • Tickets available at the door
• Info: 250-539-9918 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Sat & Sun, July 31 & August 1
Saturna Artists’ 4th Annual Studio Tour and Sale— a
wonderful opportunity to meet and talk with island artists
informally in their studios—work available for sale directly from
the artists and you're sure to find something you'll love, event
sponsored by Saturna Arts and Concert Society •  Maps available
at both stores and Island galleries, (look for the blue balloons) •
11am–4pm • Info: Anne Popperwell 250-539-2779,
www.saturnatourism.com • ON SATURNA ISLAND

Sat & Sun, July 31 & August 1
Pender Islands Art Society Annual Art Show—over 30
artists presenting new works • Anglican Parish Hall, 4703 Canal
Road • Saturday 10am–5pm, Sunday 1–4pm • Info: Megan Fisher
250-629–6461 • ON PENDER ISLANDS

Sat to Mon, July 31, August 1 & 2
Galiano Art  StudioTour—opening weekend, sponsored by
the Trincolmali Community Arts Council • Maps available in
galleries and stores, watch for the numbered signs throughout the
island  • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Fri, August 6 till Sat, Aug 14
Hornby Festival Nineteenth Season—dedicated to Moira
Armour, late Artistic Director and Manager—season line-up
includes: Dreamwalker Productions; George Bowering-Canada's
Poet Laureate; No Parental Guidance-Mom’s the Word; Captain
Rowdy Roddy's Pirate Adventure; Borealis String Quartet;
BaraRumba Cuban Song & Dance Troupe & much more •
Locations: Hornby Community Hall, school, & under the stars at
a seaside farm • Tickets: General $18, Seniors & Students $14,
Children $6 (matinées $10-$14, $8-$10 & $4), Box Office 250-
335-2734 (cards accepted) • Info: www.hornbyfestival.bc.ca •
ON HORNBY ISLAND

Saturday, August 14
Galiano Wine Festival
2004—taste wines from around
the world, plus a special focus
this year on local wines and
cheeses; raffle for fine wines,
silent auction; plan your trip
now—the ferries are loaded on
Wine Festival day • Lions Park,
Burrill Road • 1–4pm • Tickets,
$30, Ken Smith at 250-539-3506 or islandtime@gulfislands.com
• Info: www.galianoisland.com • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Fri to Sun, August 20 to 22
A Conference on the Islands of
British Columbia—visit Denman
Island and take part in an
interdisciplinary exploration of life on
BC’s islands; hear from historian
Richard Mackie; naturalist Briony Penn;
political scientist Kal Holsti; as well as 13
other accomplished academics, writers &
islanders• Early registration fee (ends
Aug 1): entire event$45 or $20 for 1/2
day •  Registration/Info:  www.denmanisland.com/conference/
or Graham Brazier at 250-335-1262 or otis@island.net• ON
DENMAN ISLAND

Whoops!
Barry Powell was the photographer of our front page picture,
the questioning lawn sign, last issue. The great picture arrived
at the last minute and in the rush to press the photo credit was
omitted—sorry Barry! Then there was the wrong date for St.
Peter’s 71st Annual Garden Party—it’s the July 24th not 17th.

Not to mention, we left off the last two letters of Lest(er)
Quitzau’s name in the page 10 photo caption (must have been
the spell checker). And we did not have a ‘turn to’ on the Saturna
filmmakers article on page 6. Hopefully everybody found their
way to the rest of the article on page 10. 

Even worse, we placed Jean Barman’s reading of her new
book The Remarkable Adventures of Portuguese Joe Silvey on
Read Island instead of Reid Island—love to blame that one on
the spell checker but it was just a deplorable lack of geography
(Reid is about 50 miles south of Read). Great book though—we
hope everyone found their way to the Bradshaw’s deck for the
reading. There will be a book review by a penitent Christa next
time. Sorry to everyone!

Please put these Whoops! down to strain resulting from staff
summer holidays (it’s time for everyone to have one!)
Newspapering is a precarious business. To demonstrate, we
include the following recently published ‘Whoops!’ Imagine what
trouble this Irish newspaper editor could be in, and what the
original news story, obviously unimpeded by facts, was like! 

From The Impartial Reporter and Farmers’ Journal
of Enniskillen, Northern Ireland, 6 May 2004

‘The Director of Environmental Services for Fermanagh
District Council has denied a number of comments
attributed to him by Mr. Alan Dyer in the IR on Thursday
April 29, 2004:

The Director has asked us to state that he did not, at any
time, in his conversation with Mr Dyer make any reference
to any political party or religion; he did not mention football
matches or line dancing; he did not comment on any
influence on the budget; nor did he refer to any ‘shadowy
figures in the background.’ 

The Director also wishes to make it clear Mr Dyer, in the
conversation did not ask him, ‘Do you mean people like Ian
Paisley?’ nor did he respond, ‘Yes.’

The Director said it was regrettable that any individual or
organization may have been aggrieved by these alleged
remarks wrongly attributed to him.’✐

CRD sets 6-litre flush limit
The provincial government has amended the Water
Conservation Plumbing Regulation in response to a request
from the CRD. All new construction and housing renovations in
the CRD must install water-efficient toilets that use six litres or
less per flush.

‘We appreciate the province’s leadership in taking this
initiative and hope that it will eventually be extended to the
whole province,’ said Nils Jensen, Chair of the CRD’s Regional
Water Supply Commission. According to Nils, a family of four
can save up to 80,000 litres of water by using a 6-litre flush
toilet. The new regulation becomes effective on January 1, 2005.
For more information visit www.crd.bc.ca/water.✐
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CALL WAYNE UNDERHILL TO ORDER YOUR

2005 MERCEDES BENZ ‘SMART’TM CAR

82 MILES/GALLON 3.5 LITRES/100 KILOMETRES

COUPE OR CABRIOLET • DIESEL • AUTOMATIC ABS

1-888-215-1175
wunderhill@threepointmotors.com

THREE POINT MOTORS

VICTORIA

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS

Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Davnor BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic

320 Mary Street, Victoria                   (250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

OCEANFRONT LOTSOCEANFRONT LOTS
PENDER ISLAND

SATURNA ISLAND

Brian Harris - Dave Cochlan
604-664-7630

www.landquest.com

COFFEE’S ON
COLD BEVERAGES TOO!

Stop by before or after you walk the Mouat Park Trails. New
perennials, waterplants and pond fish now in.

VISA, MASTERCARD, AMEX

305 Rainbow Rd • 250-537-4346
gardenfaire@saltspring.com

gallery, nursery
&

CAMPGROUND.

energyoptions@telus.net       250-537-8371  
364 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island

electrical  contractors • solar • wind • microhydro systems

What are your
options?

Find out from your 
Gulf Islands’ alternative 

energy specialists

Energy Options

 

 
 

NOTICE:  CAPITAL OFFICE MOVING 
 

On July 26, 2004 the Capital Assessment Office located on 
Borden Street will relocate to: 
 

  102 - 3350 Douglas Street 
  Victoria, BC  V8Z 7X9 
 
The office serves the Capital Regional District.  Telephone, fax and Internet 
contacts remain the same: 
 
  Phone:   250 479-7131 
  Toll free: 1 800 990-1159 
  Fax:   250 479-1849 
  Email:  bca01@gems6.gov.bc.ca 

Web:  www.bcassessment.bc.ca 
 

Raging grannies sing pro-rep praise

team and Bob became the pitcher. Bob was
instrumental, along with Theresa and others,
in starting and maintaining Saturna’s ballfield,
which year by year undergoes improvements.
Each year the Lamb BBQ is also held on the
same site and this requires lots of coordination
with the needs of the two major users kept in
mind. 

Bob also loved gardening, and keeping
things repaired and running—including his
grandmother’s 1957 Mercury that he
inherited. Bob loved all things to do with the
ocean. A dream of his was to go offshore
sailing, and they did.

For years now Bob and Theresa have gone down to Baja,
California in the winter. Their return coincides with the spring
ritual of lawn maintenance and the return of sunshine to
Saturna. Theresa and Bob met in 1987, they were both Boy Scout
leaders. They spent 17 years together doing what they wanted, in
a really good relationship, and that now gives Theresa much
comfort. It is tough when a person who is such a part of
community life is gone, suddenly. You remember the last time
you saw him, if you would have known you might have said,
‘You’re great!’ We’ll sure miss you, Bob Hunter. 

His community has this to say about him: Bob was a solid,
good man. He knew how to work, and he knew how to party.

There was very little that Bob did that wasn’t
community oriented. He had really good
organizational skills. If he committed to doing
something, it was done. He enjoyed life. He set a
good tone for the team players, play a good game
and have fun. He was a good friend. He touched
many lives. He made a difference.

This week there will be a service in White Rock
for Bob.  Our service to celebrate Bob’s life will be at
the Community Hall, on July 24 from 12 to 3 pm.
Condolences to Theresa and to Bob’s dad, and to the
Saturna Oystercatchers, a tight little flock with many
games under their belts and the need to regroup at
this point.

Remembering Jean of ‘Treasure Island’
The people who went to Talent Night last month will
remember Lorraine Campbell’s readings from her friend’s
book, ‘Treasure Island’. Beth Howarth phoned at the
beginning of last week to let us know that her Aunt Jean had
passed away in Toronto. Jean was a strong supporter of this
community since the mid 1940s.  Many summer guests came
to Saturna—not because of resort ads but because of Jean’s
column in the Province. Many of her co-workers at the

The Salt Spring Raging Grannies sang the praises of
proportional representation on Saturday, June 17 at the Citizens’
Assembly on Electoral Reform public hearing in Ganges. Singing
‘Proportional representation will give us a voice, and will give us
a choice, and stop Old Boys from winning elections,’ the Salt
Spring Raging Grannies registered their support for a mixed
system that combines proportionality with local representation. 

Based on his broad political background, Ian McKinnon
warned the Assembly that electoral change is ‘devilishly difficult’
to implement. He also cautioned them to carefully consider the
implications of any change they might recommend on the
behaviour of parties and the functioning of government.
McKinnon asked the Assembly to pay particular attention to two
key aspects of party functioning when they analyze alternative
electoral systems: the relative power between individual
candidates and local party associations versus the central party
organization; and the degree to which government formation
and policy decision-making are seen to be the product of ‘back-
room deals’ rather than open processes. While he supported
what he called ‘proportional representation light,’ McKinnon
cautioned that proportional systems tend to produce minority
governments. And minority governments tend to lead to
ongoing back-room negotiations where small parties can hold
disproportionate influence—a recipe for voter frustration.

Doug Dobson supported a mixed system where some
candidates continue to be elected in local constituencies and
others are elected from province-wide candidate lists to create
proportionality between parties’ share of votes and their share of
seats in the legislature.  These proportional—or ‘top-up’—MLAs

would be selected from an ‘open list put forward by the party but
prioritized by the voter’.

Jennifer Burgis, told the hearing that there’s ‘not a lot of
democratic process inside political parties.’ Like Dobson, she
recommended that the proportional candidates be elected from
open lists where voters can select candidates, rather than closed
lists where parties control the order in which candidates are
elected. 

Sara MacIntyre, the BC director of the Canadian Taxpayers
Federation, said the three goals of a changed electoral system
should be to expand voter choice, ensure representatives are
accountable to constituents, and provide a check on centralized
power. The solution MacIntyre proposed was a mixed system
made up of the multi-member single transferable vote system (a
form of proportional representation) in urban areas and the
single-member alternative vote system (a type of majority
system which uses the preferential ballot) in rural areas.  

Carol Donnelly was the lone voice for a non-proportional
system. She recommended a type of majority system—where
candidates are only elected if they receive a majority of votes.  To
achieve this, Donnelly’s system required a second round of
voting—a ‘run-off’ election—with only the top candidates from
the first round on the ballot. Donnelly also voiced support for
having seats reserved for women and minorities.  

The Citizens’ Assembly must decide by December 15 whether
to propose a change to BC’s electoral system. If they recommend
a change, it will be the subject of a referendum for all voters in
the May 2005 provincial election. ✐

SATURNA from page 3

BOB HUNTER
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LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA
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ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157    CELL 250-361-5028 
FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 21 Years



FOR RENT
Pender Island Waterfront Home: 3
Bedroom, 2 bath, unfurnished
newly remodeled home. Beautiful
southwest views, non smokers
only, $1,450 per month. Email
inquires to Bill Hodges at,
whodges@westernrealtyadvisors.
com or call (208) 338-5156

Galiano Island 2-bedroom,
renovated view cottage, south end,
available for rental; weekend/
w e e k l y / m o n t h l y / y e a r l y. A l l
inclusive. www.margaretann.com
for details. Call 604-309-6738 or
email mann@margaretann.com

AUTOMOTIVE

MAUI 
Vacation Condos

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views

Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

HOME, GARDEN & PROPERTY
D. A. SMITHSON 

& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252  or
250-478-6937

TTrreevvoorr’’ss
GGaarrddeenn

MMaaiinntteennaannccee

pruning • trimming
planting • bed work
seasonal cleanups

225500--662299--33338800
oonn  PPeennddeerr  IIssllaanndd

ARMOUR

ROOFING
A Division of 
Flynn Canada

• Torch-On 
• Standing Seam & Low-slope

Metal Roofing 
• Custom Flashing 
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters  

1-877-652-0599
Member:  Better Business

Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca 

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230
Southern Gulf 

House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER: Wonderful 3-bedroom,
2-bathroom home on fenced 0.7
acres. All appliances, woodstove,
double garage–$1000. List your
long term rental property or
vacation home with us! Licensed
Property Management on the Gulf
Islands since 1994.

PROVEN SERVICE •
COMMITMENT •  RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

Luttmer 
Woodworks

Kitchens
Wall units

Closet organizers

250-539-0466
www.luttmerworks.com

Planning to buy a used 
vehicle? Let us do the legwork.

* Affordable flat fee
* Customer shuttle from 

Swartz Bay to Victoria
* 5 years serving Victoria

and Gulf Islands

Toll Free: 1-866-533-1898
www.autofinders.ca

250-598-1898

GETAWAYS
Ganges Campground on Salt
Spring Island: central location—
walk to town, restaurants, Moby’s
pub, kayaking—hot showers, tents,
RVs, groups welcome. Reasonable
rates. 250-537-1210.

Galiano Island 2-bedroom,
renovated view cottage, south end,
available for rental; weekend/
weekly/monthly/yearly.All inclusive.
www.margaretann.com for details.
Call 604-309-6738 or email
mann@margaretann.com

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

TRANSMISSION SPECIAL!
✔Trans inspection
✔Cleanpan ✔adjust
bands
✔Replace pan gasket
✔Check modulator
✔Adjust throttle linkage
✔Fill with new trans. fluid

only
$29.95

reg. $49.95
Filter extra if

required

SIDNEY 
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES

• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP & 
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

MARINE

����	�������
��� Harbour Road

Sidney� BC
Fax: ����	����	

Call Now 
For Your
Haul Out

����  &&  		��  TToonn
TTRRAAVVEELL LLIIFFTTSS

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

ISLAND
MARINE

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: imarinec@saltspring.com

www.islandmarine.ca

Bulletin Board
(PAID BY DEADLINE ONLY - VISA ACCEPTED) • Phone 250-629-3660, Fax 250-629-3838   • Email: islandtides@islandtides.com • Next DEADLINE: Noon, July 21, 2004 

BULLETIN BOARD BOXED ADS – 1’, 2’ & 3’– $20 per inch+gst— multi-issue discounts    BULLETIN BOARD WORD ADS  - $17.12  for 25 words or less, 27¢ per additional word

Read last three editions, archives & connect to
advertisers’ websites at

LOST
Are my keys at the bottom of your
bag? I must have set down my
Honda keys somewhere on the
9:30am sailing of the Queen of
Cumberland from Otter Bay on
Tuesday, May 18. They vapourized! I
think someone picked them up in
error and has them unbeknownst
still at the bottom of their bag.
Please look and call Christa at 629-
3660 if you find them. Thanks!

ADVERTISE
WITH US!
250-629-3660

Salt Spring

Aquafarms
Coming to
Your Dock!
MV Armada

Ship to Shore Sales!
Noon–5pm

Browning Hbr, N. Pender
Fri/Sat, July 16/17 & 23/24
Montague Hbr, Galiano

Sun, July 18 & 25

Miners Bay, Mayne
Mon, July 19 & 26

Preorder Online/Phone
www.saltspringaquafarms.com

250-537-7167
250-653-9900
Fresh, Farm
Gate Sales on
Salt Spring!
Daily 10am – 5pm
Chinook Salmon 

Wild Sockeye Salmon
Crabs • Clams

Oysters • Mussels 

Aqua Farm
Tours

Daily 10am & 2pm
Sealife Touchtank

Adults–$10
Kids–Free

Reservations Not
Needed - Just Drop By
107 Meyer Road

(off Bulman Road)

Quality Used 
Cars & Trucks
Buy/Rent/Lease

Fortnight Special

SIDNEYCARS.COM

1987 Toyota Tercel
$1,795

We will pick you up 
from Ferries and Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

We knocked them out of the application by our public
resistance to their arrogant project! They finally
withdrew the application from the Regional District of
Nanaimo!

Keep telling them you don’t want an urban
development on your rural island. If our OCPs are well
written by the citizens we can define the kind of areas our
communities are to become. We can uphold our
community values and the character of our Islands. These
are the very reasons that people want to join us. 

But even with excellent guidelines it’s hard to stop
some ‘city types’ from setting up camp. I heard the story
the other day about a fellow who bought an island
waterfront lot and proceeded to cut down all the trees so
he had a better view. Then he put up a really bright
halogen street light so he could see all night long.

About the same time a young Pacific Grey Whale got
separated from its tribe and spent last March in Georgia
Strait feeding in the shallows in front of this guy’s
property. The Paradise Island Retiree, brought out his
stereo speakers and planted them on the beach and began
to play the underwater sounds of Orcas for our visiting
whale. The whale immediately left the area. And has not
been seen since. What the newcomer did not know about
our environment is that orca whales are the only thing
that grey whales are afraid of!

This is what we are all up against with all these new
developments in the Georgia Basin. Ignorance.
Ignorance of the environment, our values and the very
character of our communities. More pollution. More
destruction of our remaining forests and our rural
lifestyles. Fight to maintain the character of your
community.

Len Walker, Qualicum Beach

Seniors Housing Committee
Findings

The following letter was sent to the North Pender
Island LTC and forwarded for publication
Gentleman:
This is to register my opposition to the above-
mentioned proposed Bylaw [141] on the following
grounds:

The Bylaw seeks to amend Land Use Bylaw 103, to
permit an increased density of housing under the
pretext that a number of the total would be reserved for
occupancy by seniors. ‘Seniors’ are defined as persons
aged 60 and over. Moreover, the Bylaw seeks to relax
that provision still further after two years, by removal
of the age requirement on any unsold properties.

A dozen or so years ago, I was a member of a
Committee, under the chairmanship of the late George
Gummer, that was formed to examine the need for
seniors’ accommodation on Pender Island. That
Committee was originated as the consequence of
situations that were evident at the time and are still
pertinent today.

Typically, the husband of a couple who had enjoyed
several years living in their own house on Pender, pre-
deceased his wife. The widow, now alone in a house that
she was unable to maintain, due to her age or for financial
reasons, was obliged to sell the property and move,
against her will, generally to an ‘old folks home’ in Sidney,
or elsewhere. Thus, she was deprived of surroundings
with which she had become familiar and of friends whom
she had known for years. Elderly people faced with this
situation are not interested in the responsibilities and
expense of acquiring new property in a development such

as proposed in Bylaw No. 141.
Rather, as concluded by the George Gummer

Committee, the need is for relatively inexpensive rental
accommodation in a Centre within easy walking distance
of shopping facilities and preferable equipped with or
close to health care facilities, entertainment and social
facilities, the availability of a cleaning service, and even a
cafeteria. The latter, again, to encourage social mixing
with fellow residents. These requirements were arrived at
following consultation with elderly people, including a
workshop in which people responded to a questionnaire.

The report of the George Gummer Committee was
submitted to the Islands Trust. Accordingly, it should be
on file and should be reviewed in any further
consideration of Bylaw 141.

Peter Kearvell, Pender Island

What Future Does Pender Want ?
Dear Editor:
Re: ‘Pender at a crossroads’ (July1-14). It was with alarm
that I read your thorough description of the proposed 36-
unit development at the Driftwood Centre. This is an aptly
named title for this story, for indeed the residents of
Pender are at a cross roads.

May I offer my perspective as a visitor from Victoria? I
come here a couple of times each year because of the rural,
quiet, pastoral nature of this island. Pender is a counter-
point to the high-density housing, cars, noise and haste of
Victoria. If the Driftwood development proceeds, what
will prevent others from proposing the same? Soon, what
will distinguish Pender from Victoria? To the residents, I
would ask why you chose to live here and is this what you
want for the future?

Jim Pine, Victoria ✐
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LETTERS, from page 4

Award-winning documentary filmmaker and screenwriter Sheila Jordan is
successfully turning her hand to screen drama. Her script Kathleen’s Closet won one
of five National Screen Institute’s 2004 drama prizes. The prize includes training,
in-kind services, and partial production funding. 

Jordan’s winning script, written in her studio on Pender Island, is the story of an
elderly woman’s last night and the young nurse who helps her leave with dignity and
grace. The film will be shot in the fall of 2004 and will air on CBC in 2005.

Jordan says that one of the greatest things about winning the prize is the
affirmation that you can create here on the Gulf Islands, thanks to the support
received from other artists and locals—you don’t have to live in a large city to fulfill
your dreams.

Jordan’s documentary credits include: the TV show Aboriginal Voices, the
documentary No Surrender, and teaching at the Galiano Island Film and Television

School. No Surrender, nominated for best documentary at the Szchuen film festival,
aired on the Discovery Channel in 1996.

Fundraiser Show on Pender
Since moving to Pender several years ago, Jordan began acting with the local
Solstice Theatre, honing her skills in Pink, with which she won a VancouverActFest
contest. She went on to stage her first professional performance in Brilliant Traces,
directed by Libby Mason. Her Pender acting roots make it no surprise that she is
playing Shirley Valentine on the Island as a fundraiser for her new film. Morning
Bay Vineyards is the intriguing venue for the show at the end of July (see ‘What’s
On?’, page 5). Once again she is thankful for support from the Pender community
who are helping produce, direct, and stage Shirley Valentine.

For more information about Jordan’s fundraising, upcoming show, and to read
her winning script, visit: www.pendercreatives.com/seeinghumanpictures.✐

Pender script-writer wins national prize

Province having visited in Jean’s cottage became
cottage owners themselves and even retired to
Saturna.

She was involved in most community events. As

she lived in Vancouver she became ‘Buyer for the
BBQ’—prizes, flags, etc, many of them donated. The
coffee urns, which we still use after 50 years, she
arranged for Imperial Oil to donate, complete with
pipes and taps. Jean had a collection of her Globe

and Mail columns published in her book ‘Treasure
Island’. Many of her stories appear to relate directly
to Saturna’s social life, but then Islanders in the
Thousand Islands or in the Kenora region believe
they refer to them. ✐

SATURNA from page 6



Book Review by Gail Neumann  
Multicultural Woman Lived a Rich Life
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Accommodation & Attraction — Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands

Weekdays

The Island's premiere resort hotel.

Weekends

Moped Packages and
hourly/daily rentals

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria
Close to beach, hospital
and university. Organic
breakfasts and private
bathrooms. $50-$80

250-598-7015

Water Taxi  •  Dive Shop  •  CYA Power & Sailing School  
Fishing Charters  •  Eco Tours  •  Island Hopping  

Winery Tours  •  Yacht Management

P.O. Box 4, Pender Island, British Columbia, Canada  V0N 2M0 

TEL:(250)629-2127 FAX:(250) 629-2128

Your Guide 
to Experiencing

British Columbia’s
Coastal Waters.

Your Guide 
to Experiencing

British Columbia’s
Coastal Waters.

We welcome islanders and visitors to our wonderful coastal 
playground. Take advantage of the local treasures by booking 
Sound Passage Adventures for your next excursion. For more
information visit us at: www.soundpassageadventures.com

Page’s 
Resort & Marina

Gabriola Island
250-247-8931

www.pagesresort.com

Make this a high
point in your day!

High Tea in the
Hugging Gardens

Wednesday~Sunday Afternoons 
(or by arrangement)

181 Beaver Point Road
Salt Spring Island

Reservations Please
250-653-4250

Visit our advertisers’
websites from:

www.islandtides.com

SSoouull  FFuullll  AAccccoommmmooddaattiioonn
OOnn  SSaalltt  SSpprriinngg  IIssllaanndd
Unique straw

bale home 
& cottage 

Two acres of gardens for
wandering and wondering.
PPaann--EEaa  MMaa’’aatt  LLiigghhtt  CCeennttrree

High Tea • B & B 
Private Cottage • Camping  

225500--665533--44225500

CAMPGROUND
In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest. 1o min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or 3 min drive. 

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx

��� Rainbow Rd
Salt Spring Island
250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

Listen to 101.9 FM–
Democracy Now!

Alternative news and views
from the largest public
media collaborative in the
United States. 
In the Gulf Islands tune in to
CFUV-Radio, 101.9 FM

Mon–2pm; Fri–11am
Tues, Wed & Thurs–Noon 

Also online at:
www.democracynow.org

WWaallkkeerr  VViieeww  LLooddggee
Salt Spring Island

Eat� drink and be mellow in
your own private room
with an awesome view
����������������������		

Check in at ��::����
and chill out

Best of Salt Spring Island Online
best books • best edibles • best music

‘fabulous finds for fabulous people’

bes to f sa l t sp r ing .com

free mill tours
Crofton Division

Phone to book
(July and August)

250 246 6006

9732 First Street, Sidney

Sales • Rentals • Lessons • Tours

1-866-655-0091
250-655-0091
250-812-4229

SKC@sylva.com
www.edinet.ca

Going Somewhere?
whittome’s travel

60 Station Street, Duncan

1-800-434-0566
travel.whittome@shawcable.com

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Richard J. Wey BCLS

Legal, Engineering and Topographical Surveys
Subdivision Planning

The Lord James, #4-2227 James White Blvd.
Sidney, BC V8L 1Z5

Telephone 250-656-5155 Fax: 250-656-5175

Advance Weekend Passes 
only $55/$45 until July 16
Available at all Island Savings and
Cowichan Ticket Centre 250-748-7529

Tickets/Info: 250-748-3975

Meryle & Steve Hilberry

DDeeaannnnaa’’ss  WWooooddwwoorrkkss
������  WWoooodd  DDaallee  DDrriivvee��  MMaayynnee  IIssllaanndd

Handcrafted Shaker and
Canadiana�Style Blanket
and Toy Boxes featuring:
• Dovetail Construction in Solid Pine
• Aromatic Cedar�Lined Blanket 

Box Bottom
• Available in Authentic Milk Paint 

as well as other Earth�Friendly Finishes in a variety of colours
Check out my other fine woodcrafts online
 

Worldwide shipping available

wwwwww

ddeeaannnnaasswwooooddwwoorrkkss

ccoomm
�����	�	���� / �����������

Maria Mahoi of the Islands shines a light on the life of a local
woman born in the 1850s of a Hawaiian father and aboriginal
mother. Although Maria (Ma-Rye-ah) Mahoi could neither read
nor write and she could not claim position or privilege, it would be
a mistake to label her an ordinary woman. 

Jean Barman’s book tells an engaging story. Maria bore
thirteen children from two husbands. Remarkably, for a woman of
her generation, she kept her own name, protected her family
through adverse circumstances, contested a will, and used her
inheritance to build community for neighbours of mixed heritage.  

Barman paints a picture of island life in the frontier stage of
Canada’s history between wilderness and colonization when social
and racial pressures began to shape society. Researchers and
genealogists will appreciate the book’s index that makes it easy to
find references to people and places. The list of sources is a rich bed
of research in itself for those who want to continue the search for
stories from this time and place. Barman encourages her readers
to tell the stories of everyday people in British Columbia’s past.

A map of Salt Spring Island and vicinity shows the locations of
pioneer homesteads. Thirty photographs illustrate Maria’s story, a
journey that begins on the Hawaiian Islands before her birth in
Saanich. 

Maria followed her husband, Captain Abel Douglas from
Victoria, to Parsley Island. The couple eventually settled down on
Beaver Point, Salt Spring Island where they raised seven children.
In the mid 1880s Captain Douglas left the island and his family. 

George Fisher the well-educated son of an English man and an
aboriginal woman became Maria’s second husband. Together he
and Maria raised six more children. Finally, by cunning or just
standing up for her rights, Maria inherited Russell Island at the

mouth of Fulford Harbour. She
moved her family there and they
built a home where she spent the
rest of her life. Russell Island is
now part of the Gulf Islands
National Park Reserve.

Catholicism played an
important part in the lives of the
Hawaiian settlers and they were
largely responsible for building St
Paul’s church in Fulford Harbour.
The church in turn offered the
only safety net, beyond the help of
family and friends, available for families, St. Ann’s boarding school
for girls. Baptism and schooling records help to piece together this
story.

Large families and close community connections led to
intermarriages and most people had more than one spouse in their
lifetime. This has created a family tree so intricate and wide that
descendant Cathy Roland described it as a ‘family hedge’ by  The
family’s first two generations are charted at the end of the book.
Many present day British Columbians—from former finance
minister Mel Couvelier to loggers, fishermen, university
professors, and musicians—can trace their heritage to Maria. 

Since Maria was illiterate few written records exist, but close to
twelve years of meticulous research with the help of family
members, pictures, and archival records helped Jean Barman
uncover the story of Maria Mahoi.  

‘Maria Mahoi of the Islands’ by Jean Barman, published by New
Star Books, 2004. $16.00. ✐


