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Kayakers leave Tumbo Island and paddle in the shadow of Mount Baker.

Special Report by Patrick Brown

Pipelines are forever? Tankers not the only problem

The Trans Mountain Expansion Project (TMX) (elevation 3,660ft) down into the canyon of the
proposes to ‘twin’ the existing Trans Mountain Coquihalla River, about 30 miles north of Hope
pipeline system between Edmonton and Burnaby. In (elevation 100ft). This drop of some 3,000ft came to
its application to the Natioanl Energy Board, Trans be known as the ‘jump-off’, and, 60 years later, still
Mountain is requesting that a single Certificate of has no pipeline equivalent anywhere in North
Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) be issued America.
Its builders, uncertain about the additional line
which would cover the operation of both new and
pressures and hydraulic effects which could
old pipelines. Is this a good idea?
result from this sudden change in
In addition to the 987km of new
‘Inland, current
elevation, had originally planned
pipeline, the proposal continues use
locations and
heavier wall pipe below the drop, but
of 158km of the ‘anchor loop’, a
frequencies of repairs
opted instead for a system of pressure
2008 replacement line paralleling
relief valves and surge tanks at Hope.
the original line through Jasper speak to the probability of
The saving, according to The Building
Park. It also includes the
spills into BC’s major
of Trans Mountain: Canada’s First Oil
‘reactivation’ of 193km of that
river systems. ’
Pipeline Across the Rockies, (written by
abandoned 60-year-old line, and the
Neill Wilson and Frank Taylor), was some $5
rest of the original 1146kms, built in 1953.
million 'by avoiding need for heavier wall pipe to
The existing pipeline currently operates under a
permit issued in 1951, with some changes to permitted withstand high pressures during accidental shut-offs
pressure levels issued when operating conditions (and in the low sections of the system’. It also seems that
the gravity-induced pressure eliminated the need for
the condition of the line) changed.
Trans Mountain was built to supply Vancouver pumps all the way to Burnaby.
Nearly all of the original pipe, thinner wall than
and northwest Washington refineries with crude oil
from Alberta. It is still the only pipeline carrying oil originally specified, remains. And operating pressures
across the Rockies. It presently carries product have increased. The line has been receiving increased
maintenance attention over the past few years.
batches ranging from crude oil to gasoline.
At Hope, the Coquihalla River flows into the Fraser
Trans Mountain is now owned by US pipeline
conglomerate Kinder Morgan and is currently seeking River. Concern about a possible spill into this river
approval to triple the capacity of the line to transport system, so important to salmon, was heightened by
unprocessed Alberta Tar Sands diluted bitumen the discovery of a pipeline leak in the Coquihalla
Canyon in June, 2013. This leak, originally reported
(dilbit) for export to Asia.
as 20 barrels, was apparently absorbed in the
The ‘Jump Off’ and West
The existing (and original) Trans Mountain pipeline surrounding soil. After hundreds of truckloads of
was routed over the edge of BC’s interior plateau

is at these

PIPELINES, please turn to page 2

Canadian Publications Mail Product
Sales Agreement Nº 40020421

Carbon sink in Trust Area forests

Forests on BC’s Gulf and Howe Sound
Islands—part of the Islands Trust
area—come under the spotlight in a
new report by researchers from the
University of British Columbia’s
Department
of
Forest
and
Conservation Sciences. The study
analyzes maps of forest biodiversity
and carbon storage and concludes that
protecting forests in the Islands Trust
area is integral to preserving the
Coastal Douglas-fir (CDF) zone.
‘We’ve always known the Islands
Trust area was special because it is in
the Coastal Douglas-fir Biogeoclimatic
zone,’ said Kate Emmings of the
Islands Trust Fund. ‘What we were
excited to find was that relative to other
areas within the CDF zone, the Islands
Trust area is biologically significant.’
The Islands Trust area makes up
25% of the CDF zone. It is characterized
by forests of douglas fir, arbutus,
western red cedar and salal. The
unique set of ecosystems that make up
the CDF zone occur on south-east
Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands, the
Fraser Valley and the Sunshine Coast.
Due to its small range, the CDF zone
contains some of the most rare and
endangered ecosystems in BC.
The study found that the forests of
the Islands Trust area store and
sequester more carbon than CDF
forests outside the Trust area. On

average, forests in the Islands Trust
area store 82% more carbon per
hectare and have the potential to
absorb 43% more carbon per hectare
over the next 20 years than forests in
the rest of the CDF zone. These results
are likely due to a higher forest density
in Islands Trust area, and more forests
in a mature or maturing state, which
tend to store and take in more carbon
to support their rapid growth rate.
‘What we’ve found is that if forests
in the Gulf Islands were maintained, or
otherwise protected, the Islands Trust
area has the capacity to be a major sink
for carbon produced in the region,’ said
Richard Shuster, PhD candidate at
UBC and author of the report, ‘At the
current growth rate, there is a potential
that old growth forests could be
restored on the islands within a
century.’
The researchers also found species
diversity, specifically bird species, to be
higher in the Islands Trust area than in
other areas of the CDF zone. Birds are
the most widely used indicators of
vertebrate diversity in particular
habitats because they are easily
mapped and represent a wide range of
tolerances to human development.
The Islands Trust Area was found to
support 39% more bird species than
non-Islands Trust areas within the
CARBON SINK, please turn to page 11
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Trust Council On Saturna - Priscilla Ewbank
alish Sea Islands’ governance has a
unique-in-Canada component in the
Islands Trust which regulates land use,
in the broadest sense, for a good deal of the
Salish Sea—on 13 larger islands and about 450
smaller islands.
The Islands Trust Area contains the at-risk
Coastal Douglas Fir ecosystem. As well as
being thrillingly beautiful, our area is drier
(rain shadow) and milder than most
surrounding lands. This area has always
attracted humans, and the Islands Trust’s
challenging task is to maintain a balance
between increasing human use and the
longterm survival of endangered ecosytems.
This was all apparent at Islands Trust
Council’s quarterly meeting, held on Saturna
on June 18 and 19. I was impressed by the civil
level of governance and the effectiveness of the
discussions and decisions.
Saanich-Gulf Islands MP Elizabeth May
reported in her Summer 2014 Newsletter that
her ‘zero tolerance for heckling’ when she is
speaking in the House of Commons had met
with some success. ‘However, overall, I have
not been able to improve the general conduct
and level of respectful discourse in the House,’
she says.
Well, those MP’s should attend the next
meeting of the Island’s Trust Council! Under
the capable, quick-thinking, and respectful
leadership of Sheila Malcolmson, and the
active participation of twenty-five other
trustees and Islands Trust staff, the discourse
is salient, to the point, and civil.
Real decisions are made with full
participation. The council’s energies and focus
is on issues and discourse rather than
obfuscation and derision. Points of order are
adhered to but are subordinated to the content
of the discussion.
Trust Council meets three times a year on
a different island hosted by the local trustees,
so it takes about five years for Trust Council to
meet on your island again. The host island
trustees’ job is to showcase their island: setting
up tours and recruiting presenters that do us
proud. Our community presentations included
our Saturna Island Marine Research and
Education Society with Maureen Welton,

PIPELINES from page 1

which was stellar.
On the first evening, the island hosts a
dinner for Trust Council and its past trustees.
Overseas trustees are lodged in various
accommodations and become familiar with
different folks and parts of the host island.
Though islands share similar issues, each
Island has a different settlement pattern and
timelines, which result in different institutions,
governance, cultural features, and traditions.
Everyone works hard at the meetings.
Trustees have to be conversant with lots of
material, listen well and be ready to present
options and points of discussion for the whole
body. At breaks, there are little confabs, and
globs of trustees and staff get together to
continue to thrash out details and to share
larger islands-wide concerns.
This process of rotating meetings is
fascinating. It reminds me a bit of the
Elizabethan court; Queen Elizabeth I is
supposed to have taken her entire court on the
road to see the countryside, be fed by their
hosts, and govern publicly. However the
luxury, pomp and imperiousness of a royal
court is nowhere in sight. At the meeting,
digital aids, microphones, screens and cord
spaghetti has replaced thrones and platforms.
Two-thirds of the trustees are using computers
and about a third refer to written binders.
All this extraordinary organization is the
work of Executive Coordinator Marie Smith
who is responsible for Trust Council and Trust
Executive Committee meetings.
For many, many years, she has organized
each Trust Council meeting: space, food,
accommodation, local tours, AV systems,
ferries, local transportation, and especially,
those huge agenda binders with all the details.
I was broadly informed by this meeting.
Besides all its committees’ work—executive,
finance planning, local planning, and
programs—Trust Council looks at wider
issues—such as ferries, fisheries, and tankers—
that come before it and considers new
information, direction and initiatives.
A biologist presented a great Coastal
Douglas Fir Ecosystem talk illustrating what
the Islands Trust is set up to protect. Because
of previous and on-going studies, he
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Bird Habitat. Each year Parks Canada and the BC Purple Martin
Stewardship & Recovery Program join local stewards, Bernard & Herbie
Rochet, to inspect the colonies and band chicks, to find out how the
population is recovering in the Georgia Basin. Locally there are 60+ chicks in
two Mayne Island colonies.
Western purple martins migrate here from southeast Brazil to breed.
They are a species of concern in BC and are currently dependent on manmade housing, under docks and on pilings.

documented significant changes brought about
by increased populations of cowbirds, Canada
geese and deer on the ecology.
Delegations and presentations informed
attendees about the recent focus for LNG, oil
tanker traffic and industrial-scale marine

residential subdivision in Mayflower,
Arkansas, spilling some 5,000/bbl of
dilbit, 3,000 of which went into a
nearby lake. Investigators, saying that
The New Pipeline
the pipe was brittle and could not flex
Plans for the new twin pipeline indicate that its
with changes in pressure and flow in
route would follow the Coquihalla Highway
the line, cited a pipe manufacturing
(Route 5), avoiding any sudden elevation change.
process that could produce ‘hook
However, the original pipeline would continue to
be used, including the ‘Jump-off’ and the CONSTRUCTION OF THE ‘JUMP OFF’ 1953 cracks’. Eleven seam welds had failed
during a 2006 hydrotest at lower than
Coquihalla Canyon segment.
operating pressure levels, and 12 seam cracks had been found
Older Pipelines Carrying Dilbit
in line inspection in 2010.
The existing Trans Mountain pipeline is similar in age and
Dilbit was also implicated in the July 25, 2010 spill from
construction to the Pegasus pipeline from Patoka, Illinois, to Enbridge’s line 6B in Kalamazoo, Michigan. A longitudinal split
Nederland, Texas, presently owned by Exxon. This pipeline, in the 30inch diameter, 1⁄4 inch wall thickness pipeline, built in
built in 1948 to carry diesel oil, was abandoned in 2002, but 1968, dumped over 20,000bbl of diluted bitumen into the
repurposed and reversed in 2006 to carry dilbit south. Some Kalamazoo River. Three years later, the cleanup is not
sections are only 20inch diameter with 5/16inch wall thickness. completed—the greatest difficulty being bitumen sinking to the
On March 29, 2013, this pipeline sustained a 22ft split in a
contaminated soil were removed, it was
subsequently re-estimated at 113 barrels.
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farming in the Trust Area.
Because of the industrial geoduck fishery on
Denman Island, the Denman Island Trustees
shared their concerns about the regulatory
process, enforcement and creation of permits.

bottom of the river.

TRUST COUNCIL, please turn to page 8

Old Pipes Last Forever?

Kinder Morgan’s application for the ‘twinning’ of the Trans
Mountain pipeline is deceptive. While the new parallel line
departs from the original in many ways, it does retain the use
of the existing pump stations and its capacity will be more like
triple than double.
Repurposing old pipeline to transport diluted bitumen to
Burnaby for tanker shipment to Asia has also introduced new
hazards to Vancouver Harbour and the southern BC coast.
Inland, current locations and frequencies of repairs speak to the
probability of spills into BC’s major river systems.
The most remarkable aspect of this proposal is the
application for permission to pump dilbit at maximum capacity
though a 60-year-old pipeline, built with 60-year-old
technology, over a route which, even sixty years ago, was
recognized as having unique hazards.
The Kinder Morgan Trans Mountain Expansion Project is
in fact seeking approval for two pipelines, one new one and the
other 60-years-old. They should be evaluated separately. The
old pipeline needs separate and careful consideration by the
NEB panel. 0
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LNG prices getting critical - Patrick Brown

s dreams of becoming a giant supplier of
liquefied natural gas to Asia originated before
the last provincial election, when natural gas
was selling on the North American market for $4 per million
British Thermal Units (MMBtu), and on the Asian market for
as much as $20.
Four bucks was barely enough to cover the cost of
production, even though the potential for fracked gas in
northeast BC seemed endless. Could it bring BC benefits like
Alberta’s tar sands: endless industry, endless wealth, and
endless tax revenues?
But that was then, and this is now. Asian spot prices are now
down to under $12; the Russians are proposing to pipe gas to
China for $10; and the sharp pencil crowd at the French bank
Societe Genérale have calculated that in order to make a profit
selling LNG from North America, the Asian price has to be at
least $10.65. (And the European price has to be $9.)
These prices are volatile, depending upon the weather and
politics, two most reliable variables. And the North American
price is volatile too; the US market echoes to the sound of ‘Drill,
baby, drill!’ as natural gas moves in on big coal as the preferred
fuel for electrical generation. But it looks like $4.50 for next year,
according to the sharp pencils.
So LNG no longer seems a sure bet. In fact, it’s only suitable

T

for corporations that are very sure of their risk tolerance, which
depends on having the deep pockets to carry on if it doesn’t
come out right. It’s not for speculators, even if they are backed
by the government.

Royalties And Taxes

And it also depends on what the BC government expects to get
paid in royalties and taxes; which they say they’ll have worked
out by this fall.
Tolerable taxation, of course, has to be at a rate that can be
supported by the selling price, less the capital and operating
costs of production, pipelines, ships, and plants. It still has to
be enough to produce the government’s promised $100 billion
Prosperity Fund.
Using fracking technology, natural gas can be produced in
many parts of the world not previously recognized as having
fossil fuel potential. This has given rise to many proposals to
produce LNG for export to European and Asian markets.
But with weakening and volatile market prices, and
increasing numbers of potential liquefaction projects, solid
investment decisions are hard to find. And fracking requires
continuing investment in drilling follow-up wells in order to
keep production up.
So it is not surprising that, in May, Australia’s Woodside

Petroleum, a specialist LNG developer, pulled out of an
agreement to participate in Israel’s Leviathan project in the east
Mediterranean. In east Africa, Tanzanian offshore gas
discoveries have failed to attract LNG plant investment. The
French oil giant Total has exited Azerbaijan’s Shah Deniz II
project, with a potential of 16 billion cubic metres of gas for
Turkish and European markets by 2020.
With the recent addition of two LNG terminal proposals on
Vancouver Island, BC now has 14 proposals, requiring five
major pipelines from the northeast to the coast (not to mention
two to the Island); none of these is supported by committed
investment.
The government’s target is five out of fourteen. But LNG
export proposals, popping up all over the world, have to face
some well-established competitors: Qatar, Australia, Russia,
selling into markets which have strong bargaining power—
China, Japan, South Korea, Europe. Not an easy marketing
environment, particularly if you are four years too late.
So BC’s provincial government, betting the farm on massive
development of LNG for export, cannot yet count on investment
of the many billions of dollars required.
In fact, it can’t count on five LNG plants. Or even one. Even
heavily subsidized. 0

Whistle-stops: Getting Passenger Rail Back On Track

aking the train across Canada to
promote passenger rail can be
described as a test of the loyalty of the
VIA Rail supporter. I have done several
national whistle-stop train tours since I
became Green Party leader in 2006. And each
time, we have faced new challenges.
We have been pressing for the restoration
of service on the E&N Corridor Rail line and
were successful, in an earlier campaign, in
protecting 70km of essential track to keep
service between Halifax and Montreal. The
route is maintained, but, with service cut from
6 days a week to only 3, fewer people are taking
that train.
Deciding to take the train from Vancouver
to New Brunswick for the Green Party National
Convention this July gave us a chance to roadtest the possibility for a national leader’s tour
by rail for the 2015 election. We did it in 2008
and in 2011.
The rail tours had their ups and downs.
Offering national media spots on the train, we
had the frustrations of trying to get internet
service, so they could send their stories into
networks on anything like a timely schedule.
In 2008, we did 45 whistle-stops. I was the

first leader since John Diefenbaker to
campaign by train. And we were (literally)
bruised by the experience. We had sleepers
and, in most communities, the platform only
extended along the section of coach cars in
economy class. The walk within the train from
our car to the platform was a half a kilometre.
We raced back and forth nearly constantly and
all developed interesting bruise patterns on our
hips from bumping back and forth against the
door handles along the narrow corridors.
Nonetheless, I still love the experience and
the message. Travelling by rail, when all the
other parties charter jets, reduced our carbon
footprint to a tiny fraction of the other parties’
emissions. I would love to do it again.
Next election, I don’t think we can take the
chance. For all the challenges of a crosscountry campaign, we never ran significantly
behind schedule before. True, in 2008, we had
a Kamloops rally in the middle of the night, but
it was scheduled for 2am and only ran a half an
hour late. This time we ran between four to six
hours late from Edmonton to Toronto. The
most steadfast supporters stayed in the
Edmonton train station from 11pm to 2:20am
to cheer our arrival. A handful of Manitobans

NORTH SALT SPRING WATERWORKS DISTRICT
NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO ACT AS SCRUTINEER

Notice is hereby given to those persons who may wish to represent, as a scrutineer, an
organization for or against the question set out below that the deadline for submission
of an appointment to the Ofﬁces of the North Salt Spring Waterworks District at
761 Upper Ganges Road is Friday August 1st, 2014. Please note that applications will
be received for only one organization for each of the Yes and No organizations.
“Are you in favour of the Board of Trustees of the North Salt Spring
Waterworks District adopting Bylaw No. 264 cited as “St. Mary Treatment
Plant Borrowing Bylaw” to borrow the sum of up to Ten Million Four
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($10,400,000.00) to finance the detailed design,
construction costs, equipment costs, infrastructure upgrades,
commissioning and other associated project costs as detailed in the
preliminary and detailed design for the new dissolved air treatment plant
facility at 381 Tripp Road?”
YES or NO

Voting Day will be August 16th, 2014 at the Community Gospel Chapel,
147 Vesuvius Bay Road and Advance Voting will be August 6th and 13th, 2014 at
the North Salt Spring Waterworks Ofﬁces at 761 Upper Ganges Road. All Voting
places shall be open from 8:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M.

Given under my hand at Salt Spring Island, B.C. this seventeenth (17th) day of July 2014

Thomas F. Moore, Returning Officer

To be a Scrutineer you must qualify as an Elector as set out below.
ELECTOR QUALIFICATIONS

You are qualified as an Elector if you:
(a) Are a Canadian Citizen;
(b) Are eighteen years or older on general Voting Day;
(c) Are a resident in the Province of British Columbia for a least six
months before Voting Day;
(d) Are an owner of land within the boundaries of North Salt Spring
Waterworks District;
(e) Are an authorized agent, designated in writing as the said agent of
a Board or Corporation or a legal representative of any owner who
has died, become insolvent or insane that owns land within the
North Salt Spring Waterworks District;
(f)
Have been a registered owner of the real property within the North
Salt Spring Waterworks District for at least 30 days before Voting
Day;
(g) Have an account in good standing.

waited in the Winnipeg station from 8pm until
1:30am. By Toronto, we didn’t know when to
tell people to expect us. The scheduled 9:30am
train rolled in at 1:30pm.
I am as strong a supporter of VIA Rail as
ever. None of this was due to VIA’s
management. It was all about who owns the
tracks. When CN and CP were split and VIA
Rail was created, the tracks were given to
freight. The traffic signals are run by freight.
Freight is moving increasingly long trains. No
siding in Canada is long enough for the freight
trains, so VIA is sent to the sidings to wait—
sometimes for hours—to make sure freight gets
to its destination. And the amount of goods on
the rails, particularly fossil fuel loaded
tankcars, is on the rise. Yes, the irony did occur

- Elizabeth May

to us, as the Green Train was slowed to a standstill to get fossil fuels to market.
Canada has no national transportation
policy. We are the only industrialized country
to have no policy. As well as policy, VIA Rail
needs what Amtrak has in the US—a legislated
framework. Olivia Chow introduced such a bill
and, with her departure to run for Toronto
Mayor, it needs to be re-introduced. VIA needs
a right to timely use of the tracks. Ideally, VIA
needs modernized tracks solely for passenger
rail use. VIA needs investment and expanded
services, not the constant shrinkage of service
and lay-off of staff.
So, for our next cross-country tour, does
anyone know where I can get a hybrid bus? 0
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on your property this summer. I
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Crowd Fund

It’s been a busy two weeks with long hours, including a couple
of fifteen-hour days; an interesting amount of news; some new
advertisers—bless their socks; lots of unpacking of my brain to
pass on to Natalie the newspaper production knowledge in it;
and with readers continuing to send in their contributions—
double bless their socks!
This edition is almost on its way over the internet to the
printing press in Coquitlam, then onto a truck to Canada Post’s
new sorting station at Vancouver Airport. From there it will
head out to fourteen and a half thousand households on islands,
120 miles up and down the coast. Another four thousand copies
will be popped into our ferry and Vancouver Island yellow boxes
and racks by the Blackwells, by reader helpers, and myself.
Over the past few weeks I have chatted with quite a few
readers, who, without exception, say what they really appreciate
in Island Tides is what one might call the ‘hard’ news. Readers
say Island Tides is unique, they can’t find what we print
anywhere else. They say they read Island Tides cover-to-cover
for every scrap of information. Readers say they like how Island
Tides makes sense of the bigger issues for them, they can see
how it all fits together. So we will keep on doing that.
This feedback was part of the encouragment coming from
these couple of months of seeking increased reader
contributions—which is progressing—thank you all!
With your continuing contributions, dear readers, I can look
forward to a somewhat less crazy schedule and an opportunity
to think more about the news. Also a chance to meet more of
you—organizations and individuals—and a chance to see more
of the inspirational places featured on Island Tides pages.
I will also have an opportunity to visit some of Island Tides
yellow boxes dotted along Vancouver Islands’ Salish Sea
coastline. It’s been a while and some of them, I’m sure, are in
need of some TLC. I’m practised at swapping them out, heaving
the grubby, faded ones into my car to bring them home for what
we laughingly call a ‘refit’—cleaning, repainting them, putting
on new labels and doors and sending them back out into the
‘field’ again. Lots to do to keep it all running.
—CGW
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Readers’ Letters

Turning The Tide

Dear Editor:
The Peoples’ Paddle for the Salish Sea, a flotilla of kayaks and
row boats demonstrating our love of the marine ecosystem and
our opposition to new pipelines and increased tanker traffic, will
arrive at Pender’s Port Browning from Swartz Bay around 3pm
on Friday, July 25 and at Salt Spring’s Ruckle Park on Sunday,
July 27, again at around 3pm.
A day of building community connections at Port Browning
on Saturday, July 26, opens at 9:30am with a workshop on civil
disobedience and continues after lunch with presentations by
the Raincoast Alliance on the Driftcard study and the
Wilderness Committee on how to engage communities. Food
and music is all created by Penderites. Bring your own place
settings for low-impact eating. Activities end around sundown.
Salt Spring Island will welcome paddlers and ocean
swimmers to Grandmothers' Cove at Ruckle Park on Sunday
with local music, a naturalist talk, and a potluck dinner. For info
and to help, call Sandra at 250.931-2250. More info at:
www.turningthetide.ca
Together we will turn the tide and protect the Salish Sea!
Anke van Leeuwen, Victoria

Ferry Scheduling

Dear Editor:
It was fascinating to read, in the July 10-23 edition of Island
Tides, about the really strange sailing plans (schedule choices)
for the smaller islands and coastal ports being bounced about
by the ferry company. It gave the sense of watching a snake
readying to strike; we know that it will hurt, but where and how
much?
The coastal communities are now in a state of confusion and
dazzlement over their ferry ‘connections’ with Vancouver Island,
the Mainland and each other. There was a time when a farsighted Premier and his government decided to establish BC
Ferries, as a way to bring island and coastal communities
together. By golly, it worked well! It was not until the current
BC ‘Liberal’ government came to power that it was decided that
transportation, connection and ease of movement was
secondary to the mellifluous ‘ching-ching-ching’ of the cash
register.
That is when it became an expensive chore to get from here
to there along the BC coast, to be done as seldom as possible. It
was then that getting from here to there along the BC coast
became an inhibitory expense in many family budgets. For
many, the cost of such a trip became the major decisive factor
in coastal ferry travel.
Now, instead of a trip to town for this or that, and maybe a
dinner or movie or useful meeting of some sort, taking a ferry is
more like planning an expeditionary force; leaving as early as
possible, with detailed plans to run about to grocery store, gas
station, dentist, medical specialist, dry cleaner, library, lawyer,
vehicle repair, clothier, hardware store, furniture dealer, etc, etc,
and yet etc, as needed, in whatever combination called for!
Quick lunch? Maybe. Leisurely meal? No! Movie? Not a
chance! New tires? New shoes? Umbrella? Eye glasses?
Barbeque grill? Work boots or rubber boots? A sweet new
dress? New trousers, work, dress or casual? Socks or a sweater?
A leather jacket? Want to sit and riffle through references at the
library or check new titles?
Now, you choose to do whatever is necessary at the particular
time; just leave an arm and a leg at the ferry ticket booth! You
do not want to travel again before you absolutely have to!
Among the things that indicate that the current government
has no thought for the well-being of its citizens, a prime example
is the operation of the ferry system. The BC ferry system, if
properly understood and operated by the government, could
enhance connection between island and inland, access to
essential services, delivery of materials and finished goods,
people to work and work to people, be an enjoyable part of travel
and a resource of which the people of BC could be proud!
But not so! The ferry system is defined by the BC ‘Liberals’
to be something that money can be sucked from, not something
that will contribute to the productivity and cohesiveness of the
province.
BC Ferries is made to juggle timetables awkwardly to reduce
a run or two on Wednesday or Sunday (presumably less
important days of the week), taking 15 minutes off a run here,
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adding 8 minutes there, sometimes destroying a useful
connection with another ferry here or there, building
awkwardness into inter-island travel. It’s like planning travel
with the roll of dice.
I sat in at a Ferry Advisory Committee (FAC) session on
Quadra Island at the height of the schedule-jumbling. I watched
a ferry guy, sitting at a computer, ‘adjusting’ schedules into scar
tissue, following the excision of runs between Quadra Island
and Campbell River.
He was responding to snappy chatter, back and forth, with
other BCFC people, FAC members from Quadra, and from
Cortes Island participants, who—as end-of-the-liners—are
exponentially messed-up by changes between Quadra and
Campbell River (you know what I mean, Hornby Islanders!).
The exchanges in question were fascinatingly Kafkaesque in
nature: little chunks of time were bartered and juggled as if on
the floor of a badly run stock market.
An orderly, memorable schedule has been randomized:
‘Suppose we cut 15 minutes from run X?’, ‘Would it be better
to take 8 minutes off X, and add 7 on to Y?’, ‘You have to
keep in mind how that will affect Z!’ And so it went on in mindnumbing detail, with several people at the FAC meeting
scratching on paper and a large number of participants sinking
into sad sleep. Five minute time changes were common—as if
to calm the waves—but really it has just confused the riders.
Though not a transcript of the exchanges and much shorter
than the actual, the above conveys the flavour. There was not
much in the exchanges about the needs of travellers, but, of
course, the BC Ferry System is not so much for the benefit of
travellers as it is for cash-flow to the BC Treasury. That is an
interesting, if frightening, idea of the function of a ferry system.
It is apparent that sight has been completely lost of the fact
that a well-organized and operated ferry system functions as a
connection within and as part of the body of the province,
providing so much benefit in commercial and leisure travel, that
its cost will be far more than covered by profits of entrepreneurs
and their tax contributions to the province.
The ferry system, by its mere existence and proper operation,
should be part of the province's contribution to its own welfare!
The dry highways do it! A good government serves its electors
by making the services necessary to them as easy to use as
possible. The electors, in turn, will support a government
interested in them. This is not some sort of advanced calculus,
hidden to all but the chosen few.
That is what democratic life is about. We should try it!
Ralph Nursall, Cortes Island

New Ferries

Dear Editor:
I was disappointed to see that the new Intermediate Class ferries
were not being built in BC. The government is always boasting
about creating jobs and I am sure our shipyards could build
them. Of course, they would be union jobs and not the ‘Macjobs’ that they are so keen to create. I hope someone will keep
tabs on the top-heavy management of BC Ferry Corp and
government officials who will find it necessary to visit Poland
to check up on progress, with all expenses paid!
Eric Vernon, Hornby Island

Grace Islet

The following letter was sent to Minister of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations, The Honourable Steve
Thomson.

Dear Minister Thomson:
An aerial photo of Grace Islet has come to our attention. I
enclose this for your convenience. The ongoing disrespect to our
people and culture is evident in this picture.
The outline of the house footprint appears to be built on
continuous, stepped perimeter foundations, fully enclosed like
a ‘basement’ or crawlspace. Our ancestors should not be trapped
in concrete. They were laid to rest on this islet for a reason.
The house was to be built on ‘stilts or pilings’ to minimize
any further ground disturbance, keep the cairns open to the
environment and allow outside access.
This was repeatedly rejected by Cowichan Tribes and local
First Nations as being unacceptable for our respected ancestors.
Yet in direct contrast to our concerns, the Archaeology Branch
approved this plan as an ‘accommodation’ of our interests.
However, it appears the house is far more invasive to this
cemetery and archaeological site than even we had previously
thought.
In the alteration permit, there was no consultation by the
Archaeology Branch about the architectural design,
LETTERS, please turn to facing page
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Why are we needing
Woodfibre’s LNG plant?
Laurie Parkinson

We are going to make lots of money from an LNG plant in Howe
Sound, aren’t we? Check out the answers to these questions to
dispell that myth.

What kind of profits and revenue will we get from
selling LNG?
1. Sorry—profits will go overseas. Why? Because Woodfibre
LNG (WFLNG) is owned in Singapore, and the owners are
pretty good at dodging taxes on profits.

OK. So what about federal taxes?
2. Sorry, none, because of Woodfibre LNG’s organizational
setup, transfer pricing and those international tax treaties.
WFLNG may be taxed by Singapore but won’t be taxed in
Canada. And, if, as it says it prefers to do, WFLNG builds the
plant overseas, there will be no GST (or PST) or employment
taxes on that investment either.

Photo:Gary McNutt

The ‘#nohousehere’ campaign, protesting the building of a house over an ancestral burial ground on Grace Islet in Ganges
Harbour, began with erecting a symbolic house over pioneer graves at Victoria’s heritage Ross Bay Cemetery. See also letter, below.

LETTERS from previous page

construction site plan, or house construction methods. Nor, to
my knowledge, has anyone been kept informed or updated by
the BC government about any changes to the house design or
site plan. It is clear from the aerial view, however, that many of
the details of the design have changed since 2010.
The lack of consultation about the specific details of the
house design and construction by both provincial and local
governments has allowed yet another archaeological site and
our ancient cemetery to be disturbed. This design leaves First
Nations access to the burial features in question and severely
infringes on our rights to practice our cultural and spiritual
traditions and to bury and tend to our deceased.
We have repeatedly asked the Archaeology Branch to have
a site visit, so they can assess the situation first hand. We are
told the property owner is not responding to the Branch's
requests.
As it stands, we do not know if there is an archaeologist on
site to monitor construction, as is required by the Alteration
Permit. There are no First Nations Field Assistants on site to
monitor the work. The Archaeology Branch has sent no one to
inspect the site and determine if the construction is within the
bounds of the Alteration Permit. We are fully aware the
property owner has previously contravened the conditions of
his permit, and we fear he may have done so again. The Branch
chose to ignore the original breach of permit and not levy any
charges so really, there is nothing to stop wanton destruction
of this important and ancient site.
Once again, as Chief of Cowichan Tribes, I ask that you
immediately revoke this Alteration permit and stop the
desecration of our burial islet. This disrespect for our people,
our ancestors, our rights and our unextinguished title must not
continue. I urge you to act swiftly to prevent any further damage
to Grace Islet or our relationship with your government.
Chief William C Seymour, Cowichan Tribes, Duncan

Bowser Seaweed

The following letter was sent to Minister of Agricultural Norm
Letnick.

Dear Minister Letnick:
Fay Smith shared your July 16 email with me. In it you wrote:
‘...staff collaborated with DFO to seek their advice and
guidelines which then inform conditions of licensing so
harvesting is carried out in a manner that does not substantively
impact the foreshore or endanger the marine ecosystem.’
I appreciate that your staff sought information from DFO so
as to not substantively impact the foreshore when creating the
conditions of license. However I call to your attention
something that has been overlooked and could possible create
a very expensive situation during full moon hightide winter
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storm events.
For thousands of years, the beach-cast seaweed has been left
in place, irregardless of the species being cast upon the beaches.
The build up is up to four and five feet thick at times. This is
especially true along the Bowser Bluffs which are in a constant
state of erosion. There are many homes at the top of the bluffs
taking in the wonderful views of Georgia Strait. The thick mat
of beach-cast seaweed absorbs the impact of wave action and
diminishes the effects of wave erosion on the foreshore.
Allowing the removal of all but two inches of the layer of
seaweed does, and will continue to, substantively impact the
foreshore. This action must be stopped before further cliff
erosion takes place. Please address this issue regarding the
license rules.
We all living here in Bowser were under the impression that
it was against the law to drive on the beaches. The tank that is
doing so is leaving very deep marks in the sand. The DFO do
not seem to be aware of the studies by local biologists regarding
the three species of small fishes which in adulthood are food for

Seaweed harvesting on Bowser beach.

Photo: Len Walker

salmon. The embryos are crushed by the driving of vehichles
on our beaches, thus killing a source of food required by
migrating salmon.
Our beaches are being turned into industrial areas and the
property values of the waterfront homes should be reduced to
allow for that if this is to continue.
Thank you for addressing these very important issues which
have not been addressed in the licensing of removal of seaweed
cast upon beaches by storms.
Len Walker, Bowser 0

OK. Aren’t there BC taxes?
3. Sorry, proposed provincial taxes on LNG sales are low—
though LNG companies say they are too high. And…no carbon
tax either, as that only applies when the gas is burned in BC.

What about municipal taxes? At least there will be lots
of municipal taxes for Squamish, right?
4. Sorry, not much—because the provincial government
plans to cap these taxes for oil & gas proponents. And if the
liquifaction plant is on a floating barge, not on land, the taxes
will be even lower.

Oh. Well, won’t BC Hydro make money selling
electricity to WFLNG?
5. Again, sorry. BC Hydro actually loses money on this. The
rate charged to large industry is lower than the cost of
production. Large industry electricity rates are subsidized by
residential and light industry/commercial customers. And
Minister Bill Bennett is thinking about further reducing the rate
large industry pays. If that happens, residential rates (already
expected to rise 100% in the next 10 years) will rise further.

Yikes! Well, there’ll be lots of jobs for locals. Long
term jobs, right?
6. Sorry, there will be fewer than 100 long-term jobs. Though
it says it will try, WFLNG doesn’t expect to hire many people
presently in Canada for running the LNG plant. There aren’t
any such plants here—none! To run an LNG plant, a person
needs prior experience in the same job.
The ‘up to 100’ long term jobs will include the following
skilled jobs: tug boat operators, water taxi operators,
millwrights, pipe fitters, management, accountants, finance,
power engineers, mechanical/electrical and some maintenance
type jobs. There will be some general labourers, as well as
security guards and probably cooks.
Oh - Ok. What about short-term construction jobs?
7. Better news there—maybe. WFLNG says there will be 300
construction-type jobs for two years. Some of these will be for
connections to the new pipeline for natural gas and upgrade of
the BCHydro electrical supply. But it isn’t clear whether these
300 jobs will be needed only if the plant is constructed or
assembled on-land, rather than WFLNG’s preferred floating
configuration, which will almost certainly be constructed in Asia
and floated here.
Fortis says that, for safety reasons, only the most experienced
people will get jobs associated with the new natural gas pipeline,
so locals trained in a year when WFLNG construction is
expected to begin—summer 2015—won’t have the experience.
Any jobs with BCHydro beefing up the electricity system are
pretty skilled as well. So for safety reasons, BC Hydro will
probably only hire very experienced people for this work. Locals
trained in the next year probably won’t get these jobs.
Hmm… So why are we committing to let Woodfibre
make and sell LNG for 25 years, to ship overseas?
8. That’s a very good question! Write your newspaper and
copy your MLA and MP about it! 0
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Saturna Notes

‘H

Priscilla Ewbank

ot enough for yuh?’—to borrow a phrase from my
childhood in California, where it didn’t cool down at
night and summers were hot and hotter, depending
on altitude and proximity to the Pacific Ocean. It has been hot
here in the Salish Sea for a good stretch of days, too! ‘No Open
Fires’ is posted on the store door and the soil is dry deep down.
Campbells are just finishing haying their farm, with Winter Cove
and Old Point Farm the last fields to come in.
All the windows in the house have been open for days. The
fluffy-coated sheep are wandering up and down the road verges
looking for greener pastures and spend much of the day in the
deep, cool shade of a clump of cedars. Gates into the garden are
under full surveillance as the deer are eager to get in and share
the succulent bounty, and the sprinklers and hoses are working
day and night to keep pasture up for the sheep and the garden
growing.
My family is visiting and in the heat of the day we are at the
beach, where full immersion in cold seawater is key. Up early in
the cool, for coffee and tea, dinner is simple and outside, and
drinks involve the wondrous luxury of ice.
The visiting dogs and the home team are inert, panting heaps
Photo: Priscilla Ewbank
in the heat of the day and, like us, get happy and bouncy during
Athena
George
emcees
summer
Evenings
at
East
Point,
Nancy
Angermeyer
plays.
the cool beginnings and endings. I have no complaints about
the heat but what a different rhythm life takes with days of sun
forecast. If it is this dry in July how will the trees and spectacular by overeating the browse—since they from 1996 until 2003, when she suffered a stroke.
Bernice was the heart of Saturna General Store
wild things hold up until the fall and the rains come? have never encountered cougar fangs!
Athena spoke about all the research being done through its many changes in owners and their
The salal bushes had set a big crop this year and
I was hopeful for pancakes full of salal berries, and on First Nation clam gardens. Presenting policies and its building additions! Visitors and
some to make jam, but the crop in my neck of the photographs, she spoke about how surprisingly Islanders knew Bernice and remember her fondly
woods is shrunken and seedy. Moving onto the next extensive the farming effort was and how, in her for her humour, quick wit, and competence.
Bernice was a strong part of Lyall Harbour
item of bounty from nature—blackberries—I am conversations with local First Nations, they
hoping for some sustaining rain and fat, juicy confirmed the importance of the aquaculture was community, living there with her son Clifford.
Grandsons, Mitchell and Morgan Pierce, and her
and described the usefulness of smoked clams.
blackberries.
children were the loves of her life and all benefited
Several
research
projects
are
now
underway
in
Athena’s Offerings
from her deep compassion and interest in their lives.
the
Gulf
Islands
to
understand
this
aquaculture
and
Athena George, Parks Canada interpreter, has her
Sports was a also keen interest of Bernice’s and
to
continue
to
verify
the
method’s
obvious
success
in
summer programs up and running. At East Point,
she
was a fan through and through. Her grandsons
increasing
the
number
of
clams
in
the
project
area.
there is an orca presentation each Saturday, and a
are leaders in their football careers and Bernice
Bernice Crooks - 1940-2014
Sunset Presentation on Fridays. At Winter Cove
followed them closely cheering
On June 16, Saturna Islander,
there is a Family Adventure on Sundays.
them on in all ways possible. For
Last Friday our extended family went out to the Bernice Crooks died. Bernice is a
herself, Bernice played volleyball
evening sunset session. Ever heard a song played on long time Saturna Island resident
and baseball and was a mean bridge
the cello as the tidal flood is roaring over the end of and Lyall Harbour neighborhood
player.
East Point and Boiling Reef, the July full moon is pioneer.
Bundt cakes were Bernice’s
After her death, the kids, Sam
rising, and the sun is setting over Tumbo Channel?
stock in trade. You were lucky if you
and Sandra (New Brunswick),
What a treat!
were on Bernice’s extensive
Athena orchestrates a wonderful hour: Shelley (Victora), and Clifford
birthday calendar—many people
volunteers read jokes, inspiring quotes, an Islander (Saturna) got together and wrote
were recipients of splendid cakes
tells stories of an aspect of their life on Saturna, and about their mom to share their
and always a funny apropos card.
a local musician plays. We get an up-to-the-minute memories with the community.


  Saturna-based natural history report from Athena
Bernice ran the store’s cash
Bernice
Catherine
Ada
    on a topic—songbirds, oystercatchers, clam Boulding Crooks was born
register like a throne. Anyone who
bought the store got direct and
gardens—and any other research being done locally. December 26, 1940 in Jameson,
informed guidance from Bernice.
The evening is divided into thirds, each third has Saskatchewan to Charles and
The Saturna Store is the island’s goa joke, a quote, music, a presentation and an interval Mary Boulding. She was one of
to for any question—weather, fire
of silence as we each look around and notice what thirteen children. When her

 


permits,
lost
dogs,
where is the hydro crew, what
has happened and changed to the light, the mother passed away, all the younger siblings were


should
I
have
with
pasta,
when is the-you-name-it
creatures, the water, ourselves, as time passes and placed into the Orange Home in Indian Head,
Saskatchewan. Once Bernice graduated, she lived event, where is it and what does it cost and are there
the day shifts to night.
Last week Nancy Angermeyer played the cello, briefly in Regina then took a job as a companion to tickets? Bernice was up on it all! Sunny would come
into the store and query, ‘What’s for dinner, Bernie?’
Richard Blagborne, well know for his story telling, one Catherine Huxtable.
She moved with Catherine and Clifford Huxtable and the two would work up a menu for Sunny’s
BOOKS &GALLERY told us about Milli the Goat (named for the
millennium), the kid who was enrolled in Saturna to the Gulf Islands, where Cliff became a well-known dinner, with other customers listening in for ideas.
Art Show Opening
Bernice saw the store from when it carried
Island Elementary School to bolster our population, and respected teacher, and Bernice met Barry
Sat Aug 2, 2pm • ‘Double Vision”
canned
milk, 10W30 motor oil, iceberg lettuce,
and who became famous and engendered much Crooks. They were married on Salt Spring Island in
Hans Tammemagi & Derek Appelgarth
1961—once in the Anglican church and again in the tootsie rolls, chips, potatoes, bananas, Nabob coffee
humour on the CBC’s ‘Richardson’s Roundup’.
Also ‘Pastels & Pixels ‘ till July 31
and Tetley’s tea, and on to all of the above and much
Milli arrived at a hard time in Richard and Baha’i faith.
Barry had lived for a long time on Saturna Island more and organic just about anything.
Nancy’s lives, bringing joy and revitalization as the
250-629-6944
Driftwood Ctr, Pender Island
Organic wasn’t on Bernice’s list of essential items
tiny orphan thrived in their household and a was a and they decided to move here and had their
but
she was game! To tease her, past owner and head
great friend for Terra the Dog, who found her. Milli’s, children.
of
produce
Kathleen Eddy once collected, and had
Always involved in the community and with three
many decendants in the feral goat population, which
Bernice package for sale, fresh bright-green moss of
kids
in
the
school,
in
1974
Bernice
started
working
roams
Saturna,
still
drop
in
to
kibbitz
with
Richard
SLAND ATER AXI
for Bill and Irene Lawson, who owned what is now the roof—as organic produce! Bernice was a good
and Nancy.
Connecting Sidney &
About 200 hundred feral goats live on Saturna’s Saturna General Store, until they sold it in 1986. sport and appreciated her friend Kathleen’s humour.
Bernice was a survivor who created and gave lots
Southern Gulf Islands ridges, descendents of various pioneer herds who Bernice worked with store owners Sonny Thomas
of
love
to family and community in her own special
wandered off to live their successful goaty lives— and Robbie Campbell from 1986–91, with Pip and
BE SCHEDULE-FREE
way.
0
pillaging gardens, keeping Prairie Hill open and Derrick Woodcock from 1991–96, and for Jon Guy
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Summer!
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UNIFOR calls for a judicial review

The Northern Gateway pipeline will do more harm than good to the economy,
according to Canada’s largest union in the private sector. Arguing that the
National Energy Board presented a deeply flawed report to federal cabinet,
UNIFOR will join multiple First Nations and environmental organizations using
legal grounds to stop the unpopular pipeline from being built.
‘The Northern Gateway pipeline brings sky-high risks to Canadians but only
foreign oil companies will benefit,’ said Jerry Dias, Unifor’s National President.
‘We will not stand by while Stephen Harper runs roughshod over Canadian jobs,
First Nations’ rights, and environmental concerns.’

The Northern Gateway pipeline (and pending Kinder Morgan and Keystone
XL projects) will ship unrefined bitumen to foreign markets. But according to
the Alberta Federation of Labour, only 228 permanent jobs will be created from
the pipeline.
‘Canadian natural resources should create long-term Canadian jobs and meet
Canadians’ energy needs,’ said Dias, ‘UNIFOR stands united with the groups
demanding that the federal government stop reckless pipeline projects and
invest in greener jobs that can support families.’
Most BC municipalities, 130 First Nations, and at least half of British
Columbians oppose the Enbridge Northern Gateway proposal. 0
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Foods by Brian Crumblehulme

Carbs and fibre

Eat food, not too much, mostly plants.
—Michael Pollan, In Defense of Food: An Eaters Manifesto

The Scientific Advisory Committee on Nutrition (SACN) to the
UK government has just released it’s preliminary findings on
dietary carbohydrates. Scrupulous in its methodology, the
committee surveyed thousands of research studies from the
UK, USA, Australia, UN, EU and more. The 365-pages detail
clinical trials, cohort studies (uniform groups over time) and
meta-analyses (analysis of analysis).
The results? Eat good food, a little of everything, avoid too
much added sugar and be sure to have that apple a day. At least,
that’s the gist of it.

Chemistry of Carbohydrates

Given that I am writing about carbohydrates, a short lesson in
chemistry might be in order.
I expect you know all this stuff, so you might want to skip
the next three paragraphs.
Green plants (seaweed, grass, trees, tomatoes...) create ‘food’
by photosynthesis, the action of sun and chlorophyll. Basically:
carbon dioxide + water = sugar and oxygen. The sugar comes
in two almost identical forms, fructose and glucose. These
simple six-carbon sugar chains are vital to all energy exchanges
in plants and animals. Plants and animals like to store things,
so next in line are double sugars such as sucrose, maltose and
dextrose. They all taste sweet.
After that we have the intermediate sugars (saccharides)
made up of three to nine basic sugars. They are not especially
sweet and go by the name of oligosaccharides (oligo meaning a
few). I shall come back to these later. After that we get starches:
great long chains of sugars often curled up in microscopic balls
(granules) in wheat, corn, rice, potatoes, carrots, nuts,
unripened fruit, and so on. Green plants can reverse this
sugar/starch system as needed. Animals like us cannot create
sugars. We can, however, disassemble them when we need
energy, which is all of the time.
The final edifice that plants create from sugar is cellulose
and lignin, the stuff plant cellwalls and trees are made of. These
enormous molecules are held together by a few specialized
oligosaccharides such as pectin which have branched chains
that can attach in three dimensions. Many of these complexes
are insoluble and indigestible to most animals and we refer to
them as fibres. The basic building bricks of all starches and
fibres are sugars.

Back To The SACN Report

The first several sections are devoted to a comparison of sugars
and starches. They compare ratios of both of these
carbohydrate groups in a range of diets with high and low
protein, and high and low fat. Their conclusion?
‘This assessment is based on 67 prospective cohort studies
and 41 randomized controlled trials investigating the
relationship between sugars, individual sugars, sugarssweetened foods and beverages and sugar alcohol intake and
cardio-metabolic, colo-rectal and oral health outcomes. There
is a lack of evidence to draw conclusions on the impact of
sugars intake on the majority of cardio-metabolic outcomes
in adults, including body weight.’ (My emphasis)
In other words, these studies could not identify any sugars
or starches as inherently bad: sugars and starches are all equally
good as food. The authors qualify this by asserting that ‘there
is substantial potential for bias’ in trials such as these. Many
studies were conducted with the goal of demonstrating that
some carbs are bad for you and that is simply bad science. What
is especially interesting is a comment made about ‘high fructose
corn syrup,’ also known as ‘isoglucose.’ This is the resynthesized glucose/fructose blended sugar derived from corn
starch and is the primary sweetener in cold beverage drinks
and processed foods. These two sugars are metabolised
differently after ingestion. ‘No studies specifically investigating
the effects of high fructose corn syrup were identified that met
the inclusion criteria. As there is concern around fructose
consumption and its implications to cardio-metabolic health,
[these] trials did not meet the inclusion criteria for this report...’
The question is moot.
Further: a long list of sugar and starch foods were plotted
against an equally long list of common chronic illnesses. These
include: rice, potatoes, whole wheat and refined wheat, raw and
processed sugar against: cardiovascular disease, stroke,
diabetes, hypertension, glycemia, colo-rectal cancer, weight
gain and body fat. Again, ‘There is a lack of available evidence

CARBOHYDRATES, please turn to page 10

Photo:Julie Wakelin

Rescued chickadees taken to North Island Wildlife Recovery Centre in Errington. They will be rehabbed and released.

What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Saturdays till Thanksgiving

Pender Farmers Market—fresh, local produce, baked goods,
local art, artisan works & demonstrations, culinary delights; guest
speakers on current topics, buskers, musicians; bring your friends
and family, enjoy lunch or a snack, you never know what you’ll find
or who you’ll meet! • Community Hall • 9:30am-1pm • Info:
www.pifi.ca • PENDER ISLAND

Now till September 14

ArtCraft-fine arts and crafts at BC's longest
running show: ceramics, fibre arts, basketry,
painting, jewelry, wood accessories. decorative
and functional, The Best of Salt Spring in
downtown Ganges • Mahon Hall, 114 Rainbow
Road • Open 7 days a week, 10am-5pm • Info:
250.537.0899, www.ssartscouncil.com • SALT
SPRING

Friday, July 25

Saanich North & The Islands Constituency
Office Hours—on-island help with programs
and agencies, share your concerns • Pender
Community Hall, 4418 Bedwell Harbour Rd •
10:30am—2pm • Info and appointments:
1.855.955.5711 or gary.holman.mla@leg.bc.ca •
PENDER

Saturdays, July 26, Aug 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, Sept 6, 13, 20

Live music at Port Browning Marina Pub—the best music &
dancing on Pender! • JuLy 26: Black Flamingo; AuG 2: Bourbon
Country; AuG 9: Big House Voodoo; AuG 16: Brave New Wave;
AuG 23: Life of the Party; AuG 30: Pernell Reichart • 4605 Oak Road
• No cover, 19+ • Info: www.portbrowning.com, 250.629.3493 •
PENDER

Saturdays, July 26 & August 16 & 23

Cycling & Pedestrian Trail Plan—CRD and Southern Gulf Islands
Economic Development Commission have prepared a draft cycling
and pedestrian trail plan; come out and
share your comments at a public session •
Farmers Markets • MAyNE: July 26;
SATuRNA: August 16; GALIANO: August 23 •
Info: sustainableislands.ca • MAyNE ,
SATuRNA & GALIANO

Monday, July 28 to Friday, August 1

Sign-up Now! youth Soccer Camp—ages 4 to
14, led by World Cup Soccer Camp coaches •
School field • 6 –14 years: 3:30pm-6:30pm, $95; 31/2 –5 years: 3:30-4:30pm, $45 • Get print forms at
www.worldcupsoccercamp.com, or pick-up at
Southridge Store, then drop off completed form at store • Local
info: Roz Kempe 250.629.3622 • PENDER

Friday-Monday, August 1–4

32nd annual Filberg Festival—celebrating
the best of arts, crafts & music from across
Canada, 130+ juried arts & crafts; fundraiser
for Filberg Heritage Lodge & Park • 61 Filberg
Road • Tickets $15 daily, 12 and under free,
advance tickets $13 daily or $40 for four-day
festival pass available on line or at Thrifty
Foods • www.filbergfestival.com ,
250.941.0727 • COMOX

Friday to Monday, August 1–4

18,000 copies every edition

1

This ad costs

⁄ 2 a penny
per copy.

Call Christa: 250.216.2267

Three Side-By-Side Summer Shows—The
Elements Show; Lae Mabberley and Sandra Dolph;
Coastal Journeys Show • Marcia Glassworks; Cedar
Grove Pottery/Gallery • 11:00 - 5:00 • 250.539.5051 •
GALIANO

Visibility For Your Event!
40,000 Readers!
What A Bargain!

Single-venue (50 words): $39.90 includes image
Multi-venue (70 words): $50.40 includes image
Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard, please

islandtides@islandtides.com or 250-216-2267

Sat, Sun & Mon, August 2, 3 & 4

BC Day Family Fun Swims—enjoy the wavepool, waterslide,
diving boards, pirate ship and toddler pool, swirlpool, steam, and
sauna • Saanich Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right
off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • Sat: 1-4pm Sun: 1-4pm Mon:
10am-noon, 1-4 pm • SAANICH

Saturday, August 2

Ash Grunwald, Australia’s sensation—fun
and dancey steel guitar/blues player mixes up
his music with modern beats, outdoor
festival-style concert with dancing, bring
folding chairs/blankets (some chairs are
available to those who need them) • Hope
Bay Bible Camp • 7:30-9:30pm • Tickets: $16
in advance, $20 at door, Under-16 free, at Southridge & Talisman
Books • Info: ashgrunwald.com • PENDER

Saturday-Monday, August 2, 3, 4

‘Three Artists’ 16th Annual Summer Exhibition—
paintings by Brian Mitchell, Keith Holmes, and Larry
Foden • Waterfront home setting,with a view across
the strait, 667 Linklater Road • Noon–4pm daily •
Info: Louise Decario, 250.539.5760 • GALIANO

Saturday, August 2 & Sunday, August 3

Saturna Artists’ 14th Annual Studio Tour & Sale—meet with
Island Artists in their own studios and local galleries; featuring
paintings, prints, drawings, cards, textile collage, silk scarves,
woven scarves and throws, and a creative variety of wearable art
•Tour maps available at both island stores, follow the blue balloons
• 11am-4pm • SATuRNA

Sunday & Monday, Aug. 3 & 4

‘Port to Starboard’ Annual Art
Studios Tour & Sale – crystalline
pottery, photography, jewelry, paintings of Pender and other
paintings, music & art, stone sculpture, Art Simplicity • Magic Lake
area: follow the bright green signs to Privateers/Galleon and go
past Disc Park• 10am-4pm • NORTH PENDER

Wednesday, August 6

Annual Hiroshima Day Observance—Peace
circle 5:30 pm • Peace Park-Heiwa Garden, by
ArtSpring • Refusing to be Enemies in IsraelPalestine with Maxine Kaufman-Lacusta, 7:15 pm •
Lions Hall • Info: 250.537.5251 • SALT SPRING

Saturday, August 9

22nd Annual Galiano Wine and Beer
Festival—wines, ciders and beers from near
& far, souvenir wine glass, music by Jack
Garton, a variety of local artists, silent
auction, delicious finger food, Galiano Health
Care fundraiser • Walking distance from ferry
terminal • 1-4pm • Tickets $40 @ the door but better to reserve at
galianowinefestival@gmail.com • Adult-only event • Info:
www.galianowinefestival.com • GALIANO

Saturday, August 9 & Sunday August 10

Texada Artists Studio Tour—19 artists exhibiting in 12 studios
invite you to meet them and see their work in painting, stitchery and
fabric arts, lapidary, photography, stained
and fused glass, beading, wood carving,
graphic design, pottery, jewellry and beach
glass, •10am-4pm • Free admission, BBQ
lunch available • Register online for a driverescort and walk on the ferry from Powell
River. • www.texadaart.com, 604.223.0171 •
TEXADA

Thursday to Sunday, August 14 to 17

32nd Sunshine Coast Festival of the Written Arts—featuring
some of Canada's and BC's finest writers
of fiction, non-fiction, memoir and spoken
word • Rockwood Gardens • Tickets: $15
• Info@www.writersfestival.ca,
1.800.565.9631 • SECHELT

www.islandtides.com

Page 8, Island Tides, July 24, 2014

Lake Huron is no place for
a nuclear waste dump

I

David Suzuki

Photo: Reg Kirkham

Gypsum being transferred, in Plumper Sound, to barges headed for Texada; Saturna in the
background. This dusty operation happens every few months and has many area residents
exasperated. Photographer Reg was out and about in his water taxi (see his
advertisement, page 6).

TRUST COUNCIL from page 2

They explained that the expansion of the
Comox Airport allowed for easy, quick delivery
to Asian Markets. Baynes Sound changed from
Mom and Pop aquacultural businesses to
industrial-scale ones.
To inform this discussion, there was an
astounding Skype conversation with a woman
from Fisheries and Oceans Canada
Aquaculture Resource Management. After
greetings and salutations, she read out her
powerpoint presentation—all the slides—word
for word. A short time into it, people began to
get up, get coffee, and do stretching exercises,
checking in every screen or two. The ensuing
question and answer session was a reminder
of the drivel that emanates from federal and
provincial talking heads. Trustees asked
pointed questions; the ‘answers’ were baffling
and soaked up valuable time.
There were no questions from the
presenter: such as ‘What is your experience
with this process we developed, is this working
for you?’ The final question was from a Bowen
Island Trustee: Ok, you have issued this many
fin-fish permits, this many aquaculture…
(reading from their printed fisheries
document)… the total adding up to hundreds
of permits issued. ‘Have you ever rejected an
application?’ All eyes in the room opened wide.
Pause … then the voice said, ‘Yes, one’… long
disembodied voice explanation… ‘Why did you
reject the one application?’… ‘I can’t
remember. We will get back to you.’

San Juan Participants

For many years the two councillors from the
American San Juan Islands, just across the

border, have attended. They live just a few
miles south of Saturna. At each meeting, they
give council an update on their local issues and
on mutual concerns.
They stated that they love coming up to the
Gulf Islands, they feel at home in our island
community and that the discussions and issues
that the Islands Trust deals with are just like
theirs. In a humourous vein, they disclosed that
they hear from Eastern Washington about
islanders that dip their toes in Puget Sound and
sop up tons of money with useless expensive
ferries!
On a more serious note, they are working
with the Islands Trust in presenting papers in
the Kinder Morgan pipline expansion
hearings. Trust Council was surprised to hear
about a proposal for an LNG plant in South
Puget Sound and the San Juan councillors
were dismayed to hear about the proposal for
Howe Sound.

The Public Delegations

Delegations from the public were marvelous.
You get a broad view of issues that face islands,
from the particular to the wider, and you meet
some of the people who are have informed
themselves and are working hard to find
options and make changes.
The 2014 Community Stewardship Awards
were announced, remind us of how powerful
and inspired we Islanders are. All the
nominees deserved the tribute! As do many
other islanders endeavouring for the Salish
Sea.
Trust Council’s rotating meetings are an
inspiring method of governance. 0

Roasting Fancy Coffee

for mail orders since 1982
Join Our Team

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com

1.888.296.8059

www.wintonhomes.ca

You’ll Feel Right At Home

Print Fine Art Editions
Fine Artists&Photographers
Custom Archival Digital Printing
& Fine Art Reproduction Services
Aluminum | Canvas | W’colour Paper
#FTUGPS-FTTt'MBU3BUF4IJQQJOH

1-877-335-8111
by Mima Fine Art Publishers

www.islandtides.com

Community Health Workers
Casual Community Health Workers
needed to provide personal care for the
Southern Gulf Islands, particularly on
Mayne Island & Galiano Island.
Required Qualifications:
t)FBMUI$BSF"JEF3FTJEFOU$BSF"JEF
Certificate; or 1 year nursing education.
t3FHJTUSBUJPOXJUI#$$BSF"JEF3FHJTUSZ
XXXDBDIXSCDDB
t$SJNJOBMSFDPSEDIFDLDPOEVDUFEEVSJOH
hiring process.
t%SJWFST-JDFOTFBOESFMJBCMFDBSSFRVJSFE
and compensated.
We are especially interested in evening
BOEPSXFFLFOEBWBJMBCJMJUZ
Starting wage: $18.95/hr + 9.6% in
lieu of benefits
Please submit your resume, with
your hours of work availability to
hr@beaconcs.ca or:
Fax: 250-361-8720; Mail:
#FBDPO$PNNVOJUZ4FSWJDFT
2723 Quadra Street
7JDUPSJB #$75&

www.beaconcs.ca

MINI-ADS!
GREAT VALUE

s dilution really the answer to pollution—
especially when it’s nuclear waste that can
stay radioactive for 100,000 years? A fourmember expert group told a federal joint
review panel that it is.
The panel is examining an Ontario Power
Generation (OPG) proposal to bury low and
intermediate-level nuclear waste from the
Darlington, Pickering and Bruce nuclear plants
in limestone at the Bruce site in Kincardine,
beside Lake Huron. According to the Toronto
Star, the experts reported that 1,000 cubic
metres of contaminated water could leak from
the site, although it is ‘highly improbable.’ But
even if it did leak, they argued, the amount is
small compared to Lake Huron’s water volume
and the quantity of rain that falls into it.
If the materials were instead buried in
Canadian Shield granite, any leaking waste
would be diluted by active streams and
marshes, the experts claimed. ‘Hence, the
volumes of the bodies of water available for
dilution at the surface are either immense
(Great Lakes) or actively flowing, so the
dilution capacity is significant.’
Others aren’t convinced. The Stop the Great
Lakes Nuclear Dump group has more than
62,000 signatures on a petition opposing the
dump. Many communities around the Great
Lakes, home to 40-million people, have passed
resolutions against the project, including
Canadian cities: Toronto, Mississauga,
Hamilton, Niagara Falls, Kingston, Thunder
Bay, Sault Ste Marie, Windsor, as have local
governments in the states of Michigan, Illinois,
Pennsylvania, Indiana, Minnesota, Wisconsin,
New York and Ohio. The United Tribes of
Michigan, representing 12 First Nations
groups, is also opposed.
Michigan’s Senate recently adopted
resolutions to urge President Barack Obama,
Secretary of State John Kerry and US Congress
to intervene. He also urged the International
Joint Commission, the Great Lakes
Commission, all Great Lakes States, and
Ontario and Quebec to get involved.
According to Stop the Great Lakes Nuclear
Dump, burying such highly toxic wastes in
limestone next to 21% of the world’s fresh
water ‘defies commonsense.’ The group’s
website notes, ‘There are no precedents
anywhere in the world for burying radioactive
nuclear waste in limestone. The repository
must function to safely contain the nuclear
wastes for over 100,000 years. No scientist or

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF CROWN LAND

Take notice that Shaw Cablesystems Limited has applied to
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Region for a License of Occupation Submarine Fibre Optic Cable situated on Provincial Crown land
located at Active Pass.
The Lands File Number that has been established for this
application is 1414203. Written comments concerning this
application should be directed to the Section Head, Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations at 142–2080
Labieux Rd, Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or emailed to: Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca. Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until August 9th, 2014. MFLNRO may not be able to
consider comments received after this date.
Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/index.jsp for more
information.
Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public record. For information, contact the
Freedom of Information Advisor at the Ministry of Forests, Lands
and Natural Resource Operations regional oﬃce in Nanaimo.

geologist can provide a 100,000 year
guarantee.’ The Great Lakes are only 12,000
years old!
On top of that, retired Ontario Power
Generation research scientist and chemist
Frank R. Greening wrote to the review panel
stating that OPG has ‘seriously underestimated,
sometimes by factors of more than 100’ the
radioactivity of material to be buried.
Greening says the company acknowledged
his criticism but downplayed its seriousness,
which he believes raises doubts about the
credibility of OPG’s research justifying the
project. ‘Their response has been, ‘Oops we
made a mistake but it isn’t a problem’ and that
really bothers me as a scientist,’ he told
Kincardine News. ‘It is rationalizing after the
fact.’
According to the Kincardine News, ‘a
radiation leak at a nuclear waste site in New
Mexico—cited by OPG as an example of a
successful facility—is further fuelling criticism
of the project.’ In February, radiation was
detected in vaults and in the air a kilometre
from the US Department of Energy’s Waste
Isolation Pilot Plant near Carlsbad, where
radioactive materials from the nuclear
weapons program are stored. The facility, the
world’s only deep geologic repository, had only
been in use for 15 years and is closed for now.
The cause of the leak isn’t yet known.
Those and other factors led the joint review
panel to re-open hearings beginning
September 9. They initially ended October 30,
2013. A federal cabinet decision is expected
sometime next year.

Commentary

This ‘out of sight, out of mind’ mentality must
end. We can’t continue to dump garbage into
the oceans, waterways and air or bury it in the
ground and hope it will disappear. If we can’t
find better ways to use or at least reduce waste
products, we must stop producing them.
In the meantime, this project must be
halted. The Great Lakes are already threatened
by pollution, agricultural runoff, invasive
species, climate change and more. We can’t
afford to add the risk of radioactive
contamination to one of the world’s largest
sources of fresh water.
Written with Contributions from David
Suzuki Foundation Senior Editor Ian
Hanington. 0

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF CROWN LAND

Take notice that Shaw Cablesystems Limited has applied to
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Region for a License of Occupation Submarine Fibre Optic Cable situated on Provincial Crown land
located at Navy Channel.
The Lands File Number that has been established for this
application is 1414204. Written comments concerning this
application should be directed to the Section Head, Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations at 142–2080
Labieux Rd, Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or emailed to: Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca. Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until August 9th, 2014. MFLNRO may not be able to
consider comments received after this date.
Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/index.jsp for more
information.
Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public record. For information, contact the
Freedom of Information Advisor at the Ministry of Forests, Lands
and Natural Resource Operations regional oﬃce in Nanaimo.
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News In Brief - Patrick Brown
My First Orca - July 17, 1964

Fifty years ago, I remember when my dad, who
worked at Burrard Shipyards, took me down
to see this strange animal quietly moving in the
water at the bottom of one of the drydocks. I
had never seen one before—it was a legendary
animal, a wondrous being, like a unicorn or a
dragon. There were a couple of people trying
to communicate with it. Moby Dick did not
seem like an approprate name, even less when
it changed to the undignified Moby Doll when
it was discovered to be female.
Since then, I’ve become used to orcas. They
are still beautiful. They are fairly predictable,
at least around the islands. Sometimes they are
absolute show-offs. And they are still
wondrous beings.

Cowichan Tribes Deny
Proposal For Incinerator

Posters claiming that the Cowichan Tribes
were considering the construction of a garbage
incinerator on reserve lands appeared in the
community in the last couple of weeks. While
CVRD Board members appear to have
discussed the possibility at a CVRD meeting ‘in
camera’, the Cowichan Tribes deny that any
proposal is close to adoption. The CVRD has
no authority over land use on Cowichan Tribes

lands.
Chief William Seymour has strongly denied
that the First Nation, together with the
Khowutsun Development Corporation, are
close to a decision on a facility. ‘Cowichan
Tribes leadership assures that we will not
proceed with any major project regarding
waste-to-energy if it compromises the health
and safety of our membership and Cowichan
Valley citizens,’ he said.

Spirit Class Ferries To Have
LNG

BC Ferries’ two largest vessels, Spirit of British
Columbia and Spirit of Vancouver Island, will
be able to run on both Liquefied Natural Gas
(LNG) and diesel after they have had their midlife refits in 2016 and 2017. The plan has not
yet been approved by the BC Ferries Board and
the Ferry Commissioner.
The ships were built in BC in 1993 and
1994. It is expected that the mid-life refits will
be carried out in BC. BC Ferries has issued a
request for ‘expressions of interest’ in the work.
Three ‘intermediate’ ferries, to be used on
the Tsawwassen–Gulf Islands and Powell
River–Comox routes will also have LNG
capabilities. They will be built in Poland,
however. 0

NEB announces ‘time out’ for Trans Mountain
The National Energy Board has announced an
‘excluded period’ of some 29 weeks in the
scheduled hearings about the Trans Mountain
Expansion Project.
In response to queries by the National
Energy Board, Kinder Morgan’s Trans
Mountain Expansion Project has announced
that it has changed its preferred route between
the Burnaby tank farm— on the south slope of
Burnaby Mountain—and the marine terminal,
which is located on Burrard Inlet, to the north

of Burnaby Mountain.
Trans Mountain has identified two possible
routes through the mountain, one of which
would involve horizontal directional drilling
and the other the construction of a tunnel
through which the pipeline would be run. (The
previous route followed the existing pipeline to
the west of Burnaby Mountain, through a
residential area.) However, a decision on which
route would be chosen will involve several
NEB, please turn to page 10

THE SHED AT HORTON BAY
Photo: Toby Snelgrove

NORTH SALT SPRING WATERWORKS DISTRICT

NOTICE OF OTHER VOTING

Public Notice is hereby given the electors of North Salt Spring Waterworks District
will be asked to vote on the following question on Saturday August 16th, 2014:

VOTING OPPORTUNITIES

‘’Are you in favour of the Board of Trustees of the North Salt Spring
Waterworks District adopting Bylaw No. 264 cited as “St. Mary
Treatment Plant Borrowing Bylaw” to borrow the sum of up to Ten Million
Four Hundred Thousand Dollars ($10,400,000.00) to finance the
detailed design, construction costs, equipment costs, infrastructure
upgrades, commissioning and other associated project costs as detailed
in the preliminary and detailed design for the new dissolved air treatment
plant facility at 381 Tripp Road?”

VOTING DAY will be open on Saturday the Sixteenth (16th) day of August 2014, TO
QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE NORTH SALT SPRING WATERWORKS DISTRICT AT:

The total cost of the project shall not exceed ten million four hundred thousand dollars
($10,400,000.00). The Board of Trustees has determined that the project costs not
covered by reserve funds, donations or grants will be financed by borrowing for an
amortization period up to 26 years resulting in a yearly surcharge currently estimated at:
A maximum cost of $350.00-$400.00 per ratepayer per property.
It should be noted that cost savings realized throughout the design process, the use of
reserve funds, plus donations and grants received will keep the amount that is borrowed
to a minimum and result in the lowest possible surcharge.

The North Salt Spring Waterworks District Offices at 761 Upper Ganges
Road, Salt Spring Island

TAXATION IMPACT

YES or NO

NORTH SALT SPRING WATERWORKS DISTRICT
CAPITAL PROJECT – ST. MARY TREATMENT PLANT
BORROWING BYLAW NO. 264

A Bylaw to borrow the sum of $10.4 million dollars on the credit of the North Salt Spring
Waterworks District (the District).
Whereas it is deemed desirable to undertake debt up to the amount of $10.4 million in
order to finance the detailed design, construction costs, equipment costs, infrastructure
upgrades, commissioning and other associated project costs as detailed in the
preliminary and detailed design for the new dissolved air treatment plant facility at 381
Tripp Road:
The Trustees of North Salt Spring Waterworks District enact as follows:
1.

2.
3.
4.

It shall be lawful for the District to borrow the sum up to 10.4 million dollars
($10,400.00) or any smaller sum from the Royal Bank of Canada in order to
finance the detailed design, construction costs, equipment costs, infrastructure
upgrades, commissioning and other associated project costs of a new water
treatment plant on the District’s property at 381 Tripp Road, Salt Spring Island and
to pledge the toll collecting and taxing powers of the District for the repayment of
the said sum.

It shall be lawful for the Trustees to issue promissory notes obligating the District
to repay the sum so borrowed and pay interest thereon at the prime rate per
annum in effect, plus no more than 3% thereon.
The maximum term for which the sum can be borrowed is 26 years.
This Bylaw may be cited as the “St. Mary Treatment Plant Borrowing Bylaw”.

Community Gospel Chapel, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road, Salt Spring Island

AND SUCH VOTING PLACE SHALL BE OPEN BETWEEN THE HOURS OF Eight
(8:00) A.M. and Eight (8:00) P.M.

ADVANCE VOTING shall be open on Wednesday the Sixth (6th) of August 2014 and
Wednesday the 13th of August 2014 between the hours of Eight (8:00) A.M and
Eight (8:00) P.M. TO QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE NORTH SALT SPRING
WATERWORKS DISTRICT at:
Given under my hand at Salt Spring Island, B.C. this seventeenth (17th) day of July 2014
Thomas F. Moore, Returning Officer

ELECTOR QUALIFICATIONS

You are qualified as an Elector if you:
(a) Are a Canadian Citizen;
(b) Are eighteen years or older on general Voting Day;
(c) Are a resident in the Province of British Columbia for a least six months
before Voting Day;
(d) Are an owner of land within the boundaries of North Salt Spring
Waterworks District;
(e) Are an authorized agent, designated in writing as the said agent of a
Board or Corporation or a legal representative of any owner who has
died, become insolvent or insane that owns land within the North Salt
Spring Waterworks District;
(f) Have been a registered owner of the real property within the North Salt
Spring Waterworks District for at least 30 days before Voting Day;
(g) Have an account in good standing.

If more than one person is registered on title as an owner of land then those owners that
are entitled to vote providing they meet the qualifications set out above. No persons may
vote more than once with the exception they may vote as an authorized agent and
personally if they own land on a personal basis. Please note that when checking the
list of owners provided by the B.C. Assessment Authority multiple ownership of
some properties may not have been recorded. If the property that is being used for
voting purposes is held by multiple ownership it is recommended that the persons
intending to vote bring suitable identification, as listed below, to avoid any
inconvenience.
If you are not in the List of Registered Electors you may vote on Voting Day
providing you produce two pieces of identification, one of which has your
signature, preferably with pictorial identification, e.g. drivers licence, and
documentation proving ownership of the land for which you are an owner, e.g. tax
notice, assessment notice or duplicate certificate of title.

www.islandtides.com
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Frank Jones
Homes/Buildings/Docks
that my Dad built on Pender Island

Joyce and Frank Jones

My name is Tom Jones, one of Frank Jones’s 3
sons. As many residents of Pender Island may know,
my father was a decorated veteran of WWII
(Distinguished Flying Cross) and served during those
dire days on Malta in the summer of 1942. His war
service has been well documented in various books.
To complement those recountings, I am planning to
write a book about another important segment of my
dad’s life after the war and to focus on his experiences
on Pender Island from 1969 to 1989. More specifically, I
wish to include in the book an accounting of the various
construction projects in which he was engaged (e.g.,
homes, buildings, docks) with the goal of
photographing the results of those projects and of
demonstrating my dad’s substantial construction skills
and his innovative approaches to building.
I am requesting that any Pender Island residents (or
their families) who hired my dad to do construction
work for them from 1969 – 1989 contact me (see
below) and provide me with information about his work.
I would like to thank in advance anyone who contacts
me about my request. My planned book will serve well
as another legacy to my father’s varied and interesting
life.
Tom Jones, Ph.D., 5035 Longview Drive, Bowser,
B.C, V0R 1G0, Phone: 1-250-757-8766 Email:
tom_jones@shaw.ca, tomj@athabascau.ca

Your Total
Total
Water
Water Solution
Solution
Gulf Islands Water Treatment
~ Rainwater Harvesting
~ Water treatment for wells,
surface supplies & seawater
~ Filtration & Disinfection
~ Slow sand filtration
~ Small systems Health
Authority approvals
Bacteria,
Bacteria, Arsenic,
Arsenic, Turbidity,
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Tannins-TOC, H
Hardness,
ardness, much
much more!
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All over the islands, artists and artisans are creating work for summer shows, tours, and markets, see
advertisments and ‘What’s On?’, page 6, for details. This artist is Texada’s Lori Anne John Vick getting ready for a
studio tour.

NEB from page 9

months of geological and engineering studies, which would be
completed by December 1, 2014, according to the company.
The National Energy Board has chosen to allow time
following the completion of these studies for a round of
questions from the Board and Intervenors. It has therefore
declared an ‘excluded period’ from July 11, 2014 to February 3,
2015.
This rescheduling will push the date for completion of the
hearing process back to January 25, 2016, well after the date
scheduled for the next federal election. (The previously
scheduled date for the Board’s report was July 2, 2015.)
The additional 29 weeks will give the entire hearing process

some breathing room. The original schedule was limited by
legislation to 15 months, but problems had already arisen with
the time needed for Trans Mountain to answer the sheer
volume of initial questions raised by the Board and Intervenors.
The special oral hearings required to gather oral Aboriginal
traditional evidence, which were scheduled in parallel with the
written question procedures, will see schedule changes, taking
advantage of the ‘excluded period’.
A separate written question sequence will be initiated for
Intervenors who wish to raise questions about the chosen
Burnaby Mountain route. 0

on the relationship between starch or starch-rich foods and
colo-rectal cancer.... type 2 diabetes... cardiovascular risks...’ and
so on. The problem, therefore, is not with the food.
Where the study does begin to get interesting is in the
analysis of dietary oligosaccharides, that strange but vital group
of compounded sugars that hold plants together, and the
cellulose and fibers that comprise the skin of fruit, bran and
non-digestible carbohydrates. Suddenly, there is a change. Since
they are non-digestible, they cannot be responsible for weight
gain, but they are the basis of a fermentation process that
supports the incredibly complex biomass in our lower
intestines. The studies consistently identified a high fiber diet
as the way to avoid or reduce chronic disease.
Typically: ‘the evidence from prospective cohort studies
indicates diets rich in dietary fiber are associated with a lower
incidence of cardiovascular diseases, coronary events, stroke
and type 2 diabetes mellitus, colon and rectal cancer. This
assessment is based on 87 randomized controlled trials
investigating the relationship between supplements of resistant
starch, oligosaccharide or inulin and cardio-metabol[ites].’
The authors continue: ‘The dietary reference value is based
on evidence in which the consumption of a variety of foods rich
in dietary fiber as a naturally integrated component is associated
with beneficial health outcomes. A diet rich in these foods will
also usually be rich in micronutrients and phytochemicals that
may have additional health benefits.... Dietary fiber intake
should be largely achieved from a variety of foods, such as whole
grains, pulses (eg: kidney beans, haricot beans, lentils), potatoes,
vegetables and fruits, where it is a naturally integrated
component. At this time, it is not known whether extracted or
isolated dietary fibres would convey the range of health benefits
associated with the consumption of dietary fiber rich foods.’
So, high grain vegetables and raw fruit will provide us with
sugar, starch and fiber in more or less the right ratios. Processed

foods frequently have added sugar and have the fibers removed.
What is left unsaid, is that some of these non-digestible
carbohydrates (oligosaccharies and fibres) now labeled
‘prebiotics,’ have become a hot new commodity. Then in
carefully couched terms the study authors go on to say that
‘extracted or isolated’ food additives (probiotics) are unknown
values. Better to eat a fresh whole apple than a processed one!
(They do say however, that a very high fiber diet may lead to
increased flatulence.)
In short, all naturally occurring carbohydrates are good food,
and plant-based foods high in fiber are especially powerful
agents for continued good health. However, while sugars,
starches and fibers are beneficial, an overconsumption of sugars
and starches creates a surplus of calories that can in turn lead
to obesity and it is this secondary effect that is to blame for
health problems. It is the abuse of our food that is killing us.
The penultimate word: ‘The National Diet and Nutrition
Survey shows that, as a whole, the population consumes more
than the recommended amount of sugars and the intake of fibre
is below current advice. With the proposed increase of the
dietary reference value for fibre and the reduction of the dietary
reference value for free sugars, the difference between
recommendations and the population’s intake would become
even greater for both. In order to address this imbalance, there
needs to be a change in the population’s diet so that people
derive a greater proportion of dietary energy from
carbohydrate-rich foods that are low in free sugars and high in
dietary fiber.’
What this study does not address are allergies, politics,
ethical food-growing, culture and distribution. Neither does it
discuss lifestyle: that pasta dinner with a side salad, followed by
coffee and ice cream, is good for you—if first you split a cord of
wood.
The moral: eat real food, not too much, mostly local plants. 0
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Mayne Conservancy opens new trail to Kadonaga Bay

Photos: Toby Snelgrove

Trans Mountain Hearing extension creates opportunity for oral cross-examination?
The National Energy Board’s extended timeline for Kinder
Morgan’s Trans Mountain pipeline hearings offers a perfect
opportunity to introduce oral cross-examination into the
hearing process, according to Andrew Weaver, MLA for Oak
Bay-Gordon Head. Weaver is the only BC MLA with intervenor
status in the hearings.
‘I completely support the extension so that the necessary
information on the new route can be tabled and reviewed by
the NEB and by intervenors,’ said Weaver.

CARBON SINK from page 1

study area.
Coupled with a comparison of property values, the data
showed investments in habitat protection in the Islands Trust
area would be more cost effective and would achieve more
biodiversity protection than investments in other areas of the
CDF zone.
‘In 2008, the Province determined the ecosystems of the
CDF were critically imperiled and of greatest provincial
conservation concern,’ said Emmings. ‘The reason this new
study is significant is because it now provides scientific data
showing that resources dedicated to preventing further loss of
CDF ecosystems in the Islands Trust Area would be a superb
investment in biodiversity protection and carbon storage. Most
of these carbon sequestering forests are the result of good
private land stewardship. The challenge is to ensure that these
forests are maintained in a landscape that is over 68% privately
owned.’

Coastal Douglas-fir Biogeoclimatic
Zone

Biogeoclimatic zones are a classification system used by the
Province of British Columbia. A biogeoclimatic zone is defined
as a geographical area having similar macroclimate and
vegetation.
The Coastal Douglas-fir (CDF) zone is one of fourteen
biogeoclimatic zones within BC. The CDF zone covers a small
area of BC’s south coast, including a band of lower elevation
along southeastern Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands, and a
fringe of mainland along the Georgia Strait.
The CDF zone has the highest density of species of global

Want to continue reading Island Tides after your
on-Island-time ends? Or gift a copy to relatives or
friends? Or, if you don’t already receive Island Tides in
your mailbox, have it mailed to you for $55+gst a year.
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Call with a Visa/MC: 1.250.216-2267

Extending the timeline for the Trans Mountain Hearing
Process was also debated earlier this year, when Andrew
Weaver supported a motion that requested that the NEB
include oral cross-examination as part of the Hearing Process.
Oral cross examination was crucial to uncovering gaps in
Enbridge’s evidence during the NEB hearings on the Northern
Gateway Pipeline, says MLA Weaver. The NEB rejected the
motion for Trans Mountain on the grounds that they had to
meet a legislated timeline for reviewing th expansion project.

‘Given that an extension has been granted so that new
evidence can be brought forward, I hope the board will
reconsider its decision on oral cross-examination,’ declared
Weaver, ‘There is no replacement for questioning Trans
Mountain's evidence in person, particularly in light of the
inadequate written responses that Kinder Morgan has been
providing to intervenors.’ 0

and provincial concern of all the zones in the province. The
Islands Trust Area holds a disproportionate amount of the
CDF’s high carbon and high biodiversity landscapes.
To maximize carbon storage and biodiversity in the CDF,
investments in conservation would be most cost effective if
spent in the Islands Trust area.

the total carbon sequestration potential of the study area held
in the Islands Trust area.

Assessment of Carbon

Forests, woodlands and savannah ecosystems in the CDF
remove and store carbon from the atmosphere.
Carbon storage and predicted carbon sequestration was
measured using the methodology outlined in Evaluation of
Carbon Storage within Forests in the Coastal Douglas-fir Zone
by Brad Seely. To create the carbon modelling, the following
factors were considered and input into a stand-level forest
ecosystem simulator approved by the BC Ministry of Forests
for carbon budget assessments: forest standage, forest cover,
primary vegetation species, and estimation of forest growth.
Using the carbon modelling, researchers projected an
estimated rate of carbon sequestration in CDF ecosystems over
the next 20 years in order to understand the role these
ecosystems play in climate change mitigation. The study limited
the projected timeline to 20 years as the frequency of forest fires
beyond that timeline was more difficult to predict.
Using data and predictive model results, this report found
that the ecosystems in the Islands Trust area hold 47% of the
total carbon stored in the CDF zone.
The contribution of the Islands Trust area to future carbon
sequestration potential was also found to be high, with 41% of

Value of Carbon

The study used assessed land values to determine the most cost
effective strategy to protecting bird diversity, standing carbon
and carbon sequestration potential in the study area.
Because biodiversity, carbon storage and sequestration
potential were higher, and land values were marginally lower
in the Islands Trust area, the study found that conservation in
the Islands Trust area would contribute more to the protection
of biodiversity and ecosystem carbon than non-Islands Trust
areas in the study area.

To learn more about the Islands Trust Fund’s initiatives to
preserve habitat on the Gulf Islands and in Howe Sound, visit
www.islandstrustfund.bc.ca. 0
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Freedivers map eelgrass - Laura Adlakha
Eelgrass Team
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Alpine to ocean adventure

The Friends of Strathcona Park will be hosting
a hike for the public through the beautiful
Bedwell Valley this summer, from August 5 to
9. The hike, which will take five days and four
nights, will follow a wild route through the
valley which was discovered by the Friends a
few years ago. ‘This is one of only three valleys
within the park that go from the alpine all the
way out to the ocean,’ says Kel Kelly, a director
with the organization. The other two valleys,
the Megin and the Moyeha, are much more
difficult to access than the Bedwell.
The hike will require two groups, one
coming down the valley from Bedwell Lake and
another coming up from the Pacific, starting at
Tofino. The groups will meet halfway,

P

addlers and freedivers have been
visiting and documenting eelgrass beds
seven years in a row on Mayne Island!
This is made possible by Mayne Island
Conservancy hosting the Vancouver Apneist
Freedivers for an exciting weekend of
volunteer work.
This year, a team of eight apneists,
including returning veterans, Tom Lightfoot
and Greg Fee, made the voyage to Mayne
Island. After arriving, teams of two divers,
paired up with a kayaker to help uncover the
subtidal edge of the eelgrass meadows of
Miners Bay.
With support from Mother Nature, the
mild currents and clear visibility provided
great conditions, the best in years, making the
weekend a huge success. The divers could be
spotted at the surface in Miner’s Bay, and then
swam deep to the ocean floor while holding
their breath until they found the edge of the
eelgrass bed. When the edge was found, they
would pop-up to the surface and a kayaker
would paddle to their location. The GPS coordinates were then recorded along with depth
from the depth gauge on the diver’s wrist.
Fluorescent weights were left at the GPS
location to help track the succession of the
eelgrass edge. With the data collected they can
now track year to year changes of spatial extent
of the eelgrass beds.
The conservancy has been mapping
eelgrass meadows since 2007 and is very
thankful for the assistance from all of their
volunteers. Not only has the Mayne Island
Conservancy been mapping eelgrass, mapping

is also occurring all around the region.
Mapping is a vital component of management
planning because eelgrass beds have a number
of intrinsic values.
The meadows are a nursery for spawning
salmon, a niche for crustaceans, and foraging
grounds for sea birds and marine mammals.
In
addition,
eelgrass
sequesters
atmospheric carbon through photosynthesis.
After this is completed carbon can be stored in
underwater ocean sediments for thousands of
years, usually referred to as blue carbon. In an
era where carbon levels are of utmost concern
and global warming threatens the natural
cycles on this planet, protecting and restoring
eelgrass beds is critical to offset the
environmental changes from excess
greenhouse gases.
Eelgrass, which is seen by land folk at very
low tide, is part of the Mayne Island
Conservancy’s Shoreline Care program to raise
awareness and protection for this valuable sea
grass.
Due to the years of mapping efforts, a new
program is being launched this summer.
‘Anchor Out for Eelgrass’ includes educational
signage and brochures with maps which
indicate the depths of the eelgrass meadows to
encourage boaters to moor outside these areas.
Mayne Island Conservancy’s objective is to
foster harmony between community and
nature.
For more information about programs, or
if you would like to volunteer please visit:
www.conservancyonmayne.com. 0
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Ontario pipeline repairs

Greater Toronto Area residents are blocking
access to work being done on a section of
Enbridge’s Line 9 pipeline. Blockaders turned
away workers from the site where Enbridge is
doing construction necessary before the
reversed Line 9 can go into operation.
‘The work being done on the pipeline is not
a solution, it’s barely a band-aid,’ said Lana
Goldberg, one of the blockaders on July 16.
‘Line 9 has nearly 13,000 instances of
corrosion, cracks, and dents but they’re
addressing only a few hundred. Further, they
refuse to do the hydrostatic test requested by
the province. We have stopped work at this site
today because every inch of every pipeline is a
risk to our most basic needs as living beings.’
The worksite being blockaded was adjacent to
a densely populated part of the city.
International pipeline expert, Richard
Kuprewicz, has given a 90% likelihood of a
rupture within five years.

Coastal fireban

Effective at noon on July 17, all open burning
(including campfires, Category 2 open fires
and Category 3 open fires) will be prohibited
in all areas of the Coastal Fire Centre except the
‘fog zone’ and Haida Gwaii.
This step is being taken to help prevent
human-caused wildfires and protect public
safety. The fire danger rating is currently high
throughout most of the Coastal Fire Centre,
with scattered pockets of extreme danger.
This prohibition will remain in place until
October 15, 2014, or until the public is notified
that it has been rescinded. A map of the areas
affected by the prohibition is available online
at: bit.ly/1yov78I
This prohibition applies to campfires and
open burning of any size or description,
including fires with a burn registration number
and industrial burning. The use of fireworks,
burning barrels, tiki torches and sky lanterns
is also not permitted.
The prohibition does not apply to CSArated or ULC-rated cooking stoves that use gas,
propane or briquettes, or to portable campfire
apparatus that uses briquettes, liquid or
gaseous fuel, as long as the height of the flame
is less than 15 centimetres.
This prohibition covers all BC Parks, Crown
lands and private lands, but does not apply
within the boundaries of local governments
that have forest fire prevention bylaws and are
serviced by fire departments. Please check with
local governments for any other restrictions
before lighting a fire.
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exchanging car keys to allow everyone to get
back home. ‘We’ve done this trip several times
already,’ says Kelly, ‘and it’s always fun when
the two groups meet and share stories of their
adventures to date.’
The Bedwell route goes through a variety of
fascinating ecosystems, including alpine
meadows, a rare high elevation maple forest,
old growth cedar and fir groves and past
several magnificent waterfalls. The river itself
is never far away. ‘We encourage anyone who
is fit and eager to come with us to see one of the
most beautiful places on the planet,’ says Kelly.
For more information, he can be reached at
250 337 8348 or at kelkelly55@yahoo.ca. 0
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Blockaders point to the disastrous rupture
of an ExxonMobil pipeline that sent a river of
oil through a suburban neighborhood in
Mayflower, Arkansas. The spill forced
residents to either move away or face chronic
health problems. Enbridge’s record is even
worse, they say. When Line 6b ruptured and
spilled into the Kalamazoo River in Michigan
in 2010, millions of litres of oil spilled and have
so far proven impossible to clean up.
The Chippewas of the Thames are
challenging the NEB approval of Line 9 in
court, though Enbridge is continuing to do
work on the pipeline. ‘While they claim
otherwise, Enbridge has consistently failed to
meaningfully consult with the First Nations
communities which their projects run through,
and threaten the lives and culture of,’ states
spokesperson Meghan Mills, ‘Line 9 is in direct
conflict with First Nations treaties.’ 0

With the current trend of warm and dry
weather, as well as lightning-caused wildfires
in the region, human-caused wildfires can
divert critical resources and crews needed to
fight naturally occurring wildfires.
The Coastal Fire Centre covers the area
west of the height of land on the Coast
Mountain Range from the U.S.-Canada border
at Manning Park, including South
Tweedsmuir Park in the north, the Sunshine
Coast, the Lower Mainland, all of Vancouver
Island, the Gulf Islands and Haida Gwaii.
Anyone found in contravention of an open
fire prohibition may be issued a ticket for $345
or, if convicted in court, may be fined up to
$100,000 and sentenced to one year in jail. If
the contravention causes or contributes to a
wildfire, the person may be subject to a penalty
of up to $10,000 and be ordered to pay all
firefighting and associated costs.
To report a wildfire or unattended
campfire, call 1 800 663-5555 toll-free or *5555
on a cellphone.
For the latest information on current
wildfire activity, burning restrictions, road
closures and air quality advisories, go to:
bcwildfire.ca.
You can also follow the latest wildfire news
at: twitter.com/BCGovFireInfo, and at:
facebook.com/BCForestFireInfo.

Open Fires Banned In
GINPR

Campfires are now also banned in the Gulf
Islands National Park Reserve. 0
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