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The height of summer in the Gulf Islands—Ganges Harbour, Salt Spring Island

Campers and visitors will be happy to
know that three well-loved (and wellused) Southern Gulf Islands provincial
parks will be getting upgrades in the near
future.
On Salt Spring Island, $100,000 has
been earmarked to redesign the layout of
up to 70 campsites in Ruckle Provincial
Park to support conservation values and
help control the spread of carpet
burweed. In addition, the park will also
get $150,000 for the first year of repairs
to the heritage Henry Ruckle residence,
sited at Ruckle Park.
Another $100,000 will be spent on
Salt Spring to improve the drinking water
system in Burgoyne Bay Provincial Park.
At Galiano’s Montague Harbour
Marine Provincial Park, $200,000 will be
spent as the first phase of a two-year
project to repair and replace broken tables
and posts, improve campsite grounds and
upgrade the water system. ✐

Islands Trust seeks TILMA exemption Southern Islands growth
phenomenal
Shellfish safety
‘TILMA could have unintended and
unexpected consequences that would
diminish the ability of the Islands Trust to
carry out its legislated object.’ That’s the
conclusion of Islands Trust Council
following an extensive assessment of the
Trade, Investment, and Labour Mobility
Agreement (TILMA) signed between the
provincial governments of BC and Alberta in
April, 2005.
TILMA requires that ‘measures’
(including legislation, regulations, and other
actions) taken by provincial governments,
local governments, and provincially
financed institutions in the two provinces
not impede inter-provincial trade in any
way, and provides a ‘dispute settlement
procedure’ which enables an appointed
panel to award settlements of up to $5
million should a private investor
successfully argue that his interests were
damaged by any government action.
Last December, Trust Council members
passed a resolution that asked ‘the Executive
Committee convey to the Province that the
Islands Trust Council opposes any
legislation or agreement that diminishes its
ability to achieve the object of the Islands
Trust Act.’
The Islands Trust, as the only municipal
government body in the province with a
provincially legislated mandate, expressed
its concern that many of the policies in the
Trust Policy Statement, and many Local
Trust Committee bylaws, could be seen as
impediments to investment.
Following its assessment of TILMA, in a
July 10 letter to Minister of Economic
Development Colin Hansen, Islands Trust
Council conveyed opposition to the
inclusion of the Islands Trust in TILMA
stating: ‘We further request the specific

exclusion from the TILMA of all measures
undertaken by Islands Trust bodies to
preserve and protect the Islands Trust Area,
its unique amenities and environment.’
In the letter, Trust Council Chair Kim
Benson says, ‘In that a key goal of the
Agreement is to harmonize standards, it
may threaten measures that Islands Trust
bodies undertake to preserve and protect the
unique character and environment of BC’s
coastal islands.’
Examples followed: policies ‘restricting
development to that which is compatible
with local character and needs;’ agreements
with provincial agencies ‘that have led to
different standards or practices within the
Islands Trust Area’ (for example, roadway
standards); land use standards which limit
uses to local needs; and design guidelines
and bylaws that ‘indicate that construction
and landscaping should incorporate local
materials.’ All these, says the Trust, might be
challenged as contraventions of the TILMA.
In addition, the letter expresses concern
that the agreement would ‘prevent
provincial agencies or regional governments
from taking special measures to preserve
and protect the Islands Trust Area. For
example, we would be concerned if the
TILMA prevented others from taking
actions to prevent pollution, regulate
pesticides, or change standards in
recognition of BC’s unique circumstances or
environments.’
The letter also expresses concerns that
additional costs would be incurred through
lowering of the Trust’s present tendering
thresholds, reviewing new or amended
measures in relation to TILMA, and
contesting allegations of non-compliance. ✐

A first look at newly-released 2006 census figures indicates
that population growth on the Southern Gulf Islands may
be the highest in the province. And Islands residents
average nearly the oldest in the province; only the
inhabitants of Qualicum Beach are older.
Population growth from 2001–2006 in census division
‘Capital G,’ which includes Pender, Mayne, Saturna, and
Galiano Islands (but not Salt Spring) was 18.6%, compared
to growth in the previous five years of 3.6%.
Statistics Canada enumerated 5,101 people living on the
Islands, but they occupy only 54.3% of the available
dwellings, indicating the existence of a very high
percentage of recreational properties and second homes.
On Salt Spring Island (census division Capital F) in
2006 there were 9,640 residents, a mere 3.9% more than
in 2001. But they occupied 84.2% of the available
dwellings. Population growth from 1996–2001 was even
lower at 0.3%.
For comparison, Gabriola Island (census division
‘Nanaimo B’) showed population growth of 15% from
2001–2006, compared to growth of 1.2% in the previous
five years. Residents occupy 72.4% of Gabriola’s housing
stock.

How Old?
A researcher once cabled Cary Grant (this is an old story):
‘How old, Cary Grant? The reply came back: ‘Old Cary
Grant fine. How you?’
Even though it comes as a surprise to many of us (and
we’re doing fine), Islanders are getting elderly, like the rest
of Canadians. 28.4% of Southern Gulf Islanders, and
22.2% of Salt Spring Islanders, are over 65. Statistically,
20.9% of Gabriola Islanders are seniors.
None of these figures come close to Qualicum Beach,
however, which has a seniors’ population of 3,490 out of a
total of 8,502, or 41%. The median age (in 2006) in
Qualicum Beach is 60.9, compared to the Southern Islands
at 56.8, Gabriola at 52.9 and Salt Spring at a youthful 51.3.
For the province as a whole, seniors make up only
14.6% of the population, which has a median age of 40.8.
CENSUS, please turn to page 10

Fresh shellfish are a delicacy with which
we are blessed in the Salish Sea. Not only
do they taste good, but an outing with
friends or family to dig clams or pick
oysters off the rocks is a great way to
enjoy the beauty of the coast and get
some fresh air and exercise. Shellfish are
an excellent source of protein, are high in
essential minerals, and low in calories, fat
and cholesterol.
Bivalve shellfish, the type that have a
hinged two-part shell, are the most
common type of shellfish harvested
recreationally—these include oysters,
clams, scallops, mussels and cockles.
However, bivalve shellfish are
sensitive to the quality of water in the
marine environment. At times, they may
feed on microscopic plants that produce
biotoxins which can build up in their
tissues. Eating shellfish with high levels of
these biotoxins can lead to serious and
potentially fatal illness, such as Paralytic
Shellfish Poisoning (PSP).
Every summer, vacationers and
residents
of
Canada’s
coastal
communities hear of shellfish harvesting
closures implemented by Fisheries and
Oceans Canada (DFO). Before you head
out harvesting, inform yourself. Call your
nearest DFO office or check online
www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca to find out which
areas are assigned as ‘open’ for bivalve
shellfish harvesting.
Once your seafood is harvested (or if
you bring it home from a shop), keep it
chilled, eat it fresh (within a day or two),
cook it thoroughly and avoid cross
contamination with other foods. ✐
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Government Not Enforcing
Health Laws

AT FULFORD HARBOUR

JULY/AUGUST
Day

Time

Ht./ft.

25
WE

0723
1655
2024
2259
0806
1723
2152
2354
0848
1750
2223

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

2.6
10.2
9.8
9.8

0.8
3.1
3.0
3.0

TH
JE

2

2.0
10.5
9.8
9.8

7.2
8.9
3.0
10.8
5.9
8.2
4.3
10.8

2.2
2.7
0.9
3.3
1.8
2.5
1.3
3.3

1.6
10.5
9.8

0.6
3.2
3.0
3.0
0.5
3.2
3.0

0118
0601
1240
1959
0212
0724
1317
2021

4
SA

0306
0905
1357
2043

4.6
7.9
5.9
10.8

28
SA

0057
0929
1816
2244

10.2
1.3
10.5
9.8

3.1
0.4
3.2
3.0

5
SU

0359
1105
1441
2107

3.6
8.2
7.2
10.8

1.4
2.4
1.8
3.3
1.1
2.5
2.2
3.3

29
SU

0156
1010
1839
2309
0251
1049
1900
2344
0349
1127
1920

10.2
1.0
10.8
9.5
10.2
1.0
10.5
8.9

3.1
0.3
3.3
2.9
3.1
0.3
3.2
2.7

6
MO

0454
1319
1541
2134

2.6
8.9
8.5
10.8

0.8
2.7
2.6
3.3

7
TU

2.0
9.8
9.5
10.5

0.6
3.0
2.9
3.2

9.8
1.3
10.8

3.0
0.4
3.3

8
WE
ME

0550
1454
1720
2208
0647
1551
1930
2259

1.6
10.5
9.8
10.2

0.5
3.2
3.0
3.1

0027
0451
1204
1940

8.2
9.5
2.0
10.8

2.5
2.9
0.6
3.3

9
TH

0744
1635
2104

1.3
10.8
9.8

0.4
3.3
3.0

ME

26
TH
JE

27
FR
VE

SA

DI

30
MO
LU

31
TU
MA

1
WE
ME

3

FR
VE

SA

DI

LU

MA

JE

Ht./m.

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
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Ph: 250-537-9710

Commentary ~ Colleen Fuller and Stuart Murray
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The provincial government recently stated that user charges for
emergency health care services provided at the new False Creek
Urgent Care Centre are legal. Minister of Health George Abbott
says he would not have any basis for legal action because the
doctors providing urgent care at the clinic are from outside the
province.
We would suggest the minister read his own legislation before
making such pronouncements.
BC and federal public health care laws exist for good reason.
They were created to advance the public interest and to protect
patients from being gouged, exploited or abused, especially when
they are ill and vulnerable. The laws are meant to safeguard
certain basic principles that Canadians hold dear; for example,
that people should not be able to pay to jump the queue, and
doctors and for-profit clinics should not be able to place the longterm strength of the public system at risk.
Canadians want laws to protect the public health care system
in which we all have a shared stake—rich and poor alike. This is
why medicare laws ensure that access to health care is based on
need, not on how much money we have. And we have chosen to
build a non-profit system in order to ensure that scare dollars are
not diverted to foreign and Canadian shareholder returns.
Under the Canada Health Act, provinces that allow providers
to charge extra for publicly insured hospital and physician
services are breaking the law. Indeed, in 1995 then-federal
Minister of Health Diane Marleau affirmed that charging
patients for insured hospital services—regardless of where
they’re delivered—is illegal.
Patients who use the False Creek Urgent Care Centre will
have to pay a fee of $199 for a physician consultation that, under
MSP, costs between $60 and $80. A spokesperson for the
company said these higher fees might be necessary to get the
return on investment—read profit—that the owners were
expecting.
Provincial law is also broken when clinics and other providers
charge for services covered by the Medical Services Plan (MSP).
BC’s Medicare Protection Act protects patients from
unscrupulous user charges by health-care professionals. Under
this law, services covered by the public insurance system—MSP
—can’t be covered by private insurance. Doctors can either bill
MSP directly or bill the patient who in turn is reimbursed by
MSP. But doctors can also unenroll from MSP altogether; in
these cases they directly bill their patients who are unable to seek
a reimbursement from either a public or private insurer. For
HEALTH, please turn to page 7

Carol Christie Smith 1941 - 2007
Carol Christie Smith beloved wife of Newell Smith passed
away at her husband’s Victoria family home on July 15, 2007.
Carol’s quiet, ever positive, appreciating and delighting
manner had influence on 27 years of kindergarten students,
including three years with the La Conner, Washington School
system (1968–1970), seven years in Edmonton, Alberta
(1971–1978). The remainder of Carol’s teaching career was
spent with the Delta School Board in Delta (retiring in 1996).
Carol was born August 12, 1941 in Portland, Oregon, grew
up in Seattle and graduated from Mount Vernon High in
1959. She was a loving and devoted daughter to her late
parents, Walter and Gladys (Leitch) Christie of Mount
Vernon.
She attended Skagit Valley College and the University of
Washington, and later Western Washington University, to
obtain early childhood education certification.
Upon retiring she was able to devote time and energies to
the fine arts. She was a true post-feminist movement artist.
Her works range from photography; Chinese brush painting
(she studied under Margret Chin for ten years) through to
acrylics; collages and, with the influence of Kaz Tanahashi,
experimented extensively with powerful elementary stroke
paintings within the Zen idiom. Her photography took her to
Polaroid transfers, ever popular to the female eye.
She served terms on the executive and as president of the
Pender Islands Arts Society, and as president of the
Trincomali Community Arts Council and contributed to
many other organizations, including being a founding
member of Hope Bay Rising and the Red Tree Gallery.
Throughout her life, Carol was an enthusiastic and
knowledgeable gardener and observer of nature. She enjoyed
hiking and beach outings, always deeply appreciating the
beauty of the natural world.
She had a wide circle of friends and loved spending time
with them. Carol is being strongly missed by her husband of
37 years, Newell; her sister, Christie Nelson of Stanwood,
Washington; her son Douglas and his wife, Malu, of
Richmond; the grandchildren, twins John and Christina (‘I
want to be an artist like grandma’); and her cousins Kathy
Shearer and Ken Moore of Mount Vernon, Washington.
Residing on Pender Island for the last ten years Carol’s
many contributions and untiring generosity to the local
community are going to be severely missed. Her many
friends in Canada and the United States will also greatly miss
her.
A memorial website is being prepared. An invitation to a
memorial tea and retrospective show at the Anglican Parish
Hall, North Pender Island is extended for 2pm Saturday,
September 15. Contributions to a memory scrapbook would
be appreciated by the family.

Commentary ~ Ingmar Lee

Vancouver Islands’ marmot—not out of the woods
Recently announced was the ‘thumbs-up’ news that Canada’s
most endangered species, the Vancouver Island marmot, has
been brought back from the brink of extinction and now
numbers more than 200 animals. So what’s not to celebrate?
Over the past few years the Vancouver Island Marmot
Recovery Project’s (VIMRP) efforts, funded by tax-payers and
the TimberWest and Island Timberlands logging companies,
have been criticized. These efforts included the scapegoating of
predators as the proximate cause of the marmot’s extinction.
This resulted in years of controversial wolf and cougar culling
and the shooting of Golden eagles, which embarrassed British
Columbia world-wide.
However, wild-born Vancouver Island marmots are now
totally extinct, having passed away into oblivion, without
obituary, several years ago. All of the 200 marmots that are alive
today are laboratory-bred specimens which have been born and
raised in captivity. These lab-born animals are slated for release
onto the former sub-alpine colony sites with a hope and a prayer
that they might somehow make themselves at home again, reoccupy cold burrows, and reproduce. For this purpose, the
VIMRP has managed to secure some of the naturally treeless
meadows and ridges around Green Mountain where wild
Vancouver Island marmots made their last stand on this Earth.
A essential thing the public needs to know is that the
protection and restoration of critical Vancouver Island Marmot
habitat is not part of the recovery project. Aside from several
small sub-alpine colony sites above the tree line which have been
protected, the forested connectivity corridors which once
provided essential safe-access for marmots between their many
mountain-top colony sites are entirely unprotected. Wild
marmots once traversed the thickly forested valleys between
their colony sites to spread out their gene-pool and avoid

inbreeding. Not any more. These areas of marmot habitat are
now dedicated as perpetual logging zones, where having cleared
the old-growth forests from the valley bottoms to the tops of the
mountains, logging companies are now stripping away secondgrowth at the bottom again. (Cutting has been so voracious that
the companies are now hacking into stands of timber as young
as 30 years old. One can see truckloads of these ‘pecker-poles’
any day on the Island Highway, headed for the ocean log dumps
from where they are exported in the round to feed American
saw-mills.)
The lab-bred marmots being released into a single complex of
colony sites along the Green Mountain/Gemini Ridge will never
be able to fulfill their wild instinctual imperative to disperse
across the mountains. Without protection and restoration of
connectivity in the region, the Vancouver Island marmot can
never regain its wildness and will be forever dependent on
human intervention and captive breeding.
This is the same management ideology which has been
revealed recently in the BC government’s secret scheme for the
Spotted owl, in which they plan to capture all of BC’s 16-or-so
remaining owls for captive breeding so that all of its remaining
old-growth habitat can be destroyed by logging. Just like the
long-established practice of allowing the total destruction by
logging of natural salmon-spawning habitat which is replaced
with occasional fish-breeding hatcheries along our devastated
rivers. Just like the government’s final management solution for
the imminent logging-caused extinction of BC’s Mountain
caribou: a massive predator cull while allowing the logging
destruction of its habitat to continue.
In the wake of southern Vancouver Island’s logging
holocaust, we are left with a legacy of despoiled drinking-water
MARMOT, please turn to page 10
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
Swallows & Owls
The young barn swallows with their long
scissortails are fledged from their pottery-cup
nests and are foraging on their own. My
favourite interval is when the nestlings peer
over the nest and all their gigantic mouths open
in unison as a parent flies in with a meal. Right
now, ours perch on a two-by-four at night, still
a set of four.
There must also be a barred owl nest very
close by as two owlets are being instructed in
flying and dinner-catching just at the darkest
part of the evening, 10pm or so. The parents fly
around them, completely silent. The babies
screech and yell, make short feints to
something resembling a perch, wobbling and
clutching they hang on and then repeat the
process. Last year four owlets were fledged.

Raccoons
In other wildlife news, I have noticed that the
raccoon population has rebuilt from the big
distemper die off of about 10 years ago.
In the interim, I have become lax in my yard
vigilance as regards raccoons. Recently, any of
our chickens that take a notion to become too
‘free range’ and sleep outside the coop at night
have been picked up by the re-emerged raccoon
patrol. Chickens being eaten is a horrid sound
and wipes out their egg-laying ability, so now
we have to remember to collect up the chickens
and place them in protective custody before the
raccoons come by for ‘take out.’

Veggie Gluts
We are into the season of lettuce. ‘Would you
like some gorgeous lettuce?’ ‘No. thank you—
would you like some?’ This is a precursor to,
‘Would you like some zucchini,’ which will be in
season in another couple of weeks. I never hear
refusals around raspberries, strawberries,
blueberries or tomatoes—even when it is the
height of their season!

Heat Wave, Now Rain, Rain
We have had some scorching days! Wednesday
July 11, the record-breaker, was baking day at
Haggis Farm. We were sweltering with the oven
roaring and pushing out heat. One benefit is
that the bread rose like gang busters—almost as
soon as it was mixed—so the oven was
continuously full and the day shorter.
Parched, crispy, dry, was how the Island was
before unseasonal rain arrived on July 17.
People looked jolly in their shorts with hats and
gumboots or rubber slip-ons. And, yes! The rain
is so nice. We needed it.
However, the CRD has upped their
restrictions on water use due to the low level of
water in the reservoir. ‘Critical’ is the new
designation. Basically, water-use is limited to
house consumption—no washing of cars and
watering of plants; your dog has to be washed in
the shower with you, the swimming pool is the
ocean.

Low-flush Toilets
CRD Director Susan DeGryp, and Mayne
Island’s Mary Cooper, chair of Mayne Island
Integrated Water Systems Society, are
presenting a case for island communities to
access rebates programs for the installation of
low-flush toilets, from which we have been
excluded up to now. To our advantage, Salt
Spring has already been granted an
‘amendment’ to qualify for the rebate for which
all of us are levied in our property taxes.

Park Fire Patrol
Parks Canada puts tremendous effort into
educating us about fire safety. I was curious to
see what staff presence would be like during our
dry season. Parks does frequent boat patrols at
random times, ‘K2’ the Park facility operator
company out of Sidney reports to local wardens
and they respond to all calls from the public.
The wardens on Pender and Saturna are on
different shifts for a quick response time.
During the very hot spell fire danger was
rated extreme; arrived at through assessment of
wind, humidity and temperature. Extreme fire
danger allows monies for fire patrol with
helicopters.
Between July 12 and 16, park wardens
accompanied by a RCMP officer flew helicopter
surveys over the Gulf Islands National Park.
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Three fires were investigated, one each at
Beaumont, Cabbage and Portland parks. The
situation on Cabbage Island involved a number
of campers with a fire on the point and a
infraction ticket was issued.
Patrols were flown in the late afternoon and
early evening to detect smoke and see if anyone
was bedded down for the night in an area not
designated for camping. Parks is particularly
keen on locating illegal campsites because in
2006 30% of illegal fires were associated with
campers who were not in designated areas.
I used to think that it was legal to build a fire
on the beach as long as it is well below the
normal high tide line. A conversation with
David Pemberton, one of our park wardens, set
me straight—this is wrong. In park areas, no
fires are permitted on any beach at any water
level.

Regatta
The Ninth Annual Saturna Island Regatta
begins on August 24. This is a call to all
interested sailboats and their captains to join in
a fine day of racing. This gorgeous unfurling of
sails is about love of boats and human
sociability, a tour de force of competitiveness,
seamanship under pressure, human goofiness
and marvelous meals. Some highlights of the
Richard Blagbourne’s eight rules are: all yachts
will avoid bumping into each other, the shore or
any other obstructions: unsporting or improper
competitive behavior will be penalized (this
may include any over-emphasis on fancy gofast equipment or over-qualified crew); actions
taken which increase the enjoyment of the race
for crew members, competitors or spectators
will improve that yacht’s standing; all captains
are members of the race committee; at the postrace Cocktails, Excuses and Unbelievable
Claims Meeting, captains may plead their ship’s
case but cannot vote for their own ship. There
are many trophies to celebrate commendable
aspects of the race. Interested skippers or crews
contact Richard at 250-539-3217 or
richard@richardblagbourne.com.
Saturday, July 28th, at 12:30pm, at the
Community Hall, the Saturna Island Local
Trust Committee will hold a double
Community Information Meeting. The
Community Hall heritage designation
application is on the agenda and Islands Trust
staff will outline options for regulating shortterm rental of residences to vacationers.

A Not So Short History of Nearly
Everything ~ Book Review by Richard Curchin
t over 500 pages some may feel that Bill
Bryson’s history is not all that short: nor
is the time covered short since it covers
the 13.7 billion years from the big bang to the
present day. It took Bryson three years to write
A Short History of Nearly Everything and
some weeks for me to read it. In short, this book
is not short.
But, could we expect it to be short? It covers
nearly everything known about the physical
sciences from astronomy,
biology, chemistry, geology,
physics, and paleontology to
particle physics.
Bryson writes in the
introduction ‘…I didn’t know
what a proton was, or a
protein, didn’t know how an
atom was put together and
couldn’t imagine by what
means anyone deduced such
a thing. Suddenly I had a
powerful, uncharacteristic
urge to know something
about these matters and to
understand how people figured them out. How
does anybody know how much the Earth
weighs? How can they know when the universe
started and what it was like when it did? How
do they know how big it is now? And how can
scientists be clever enough to know how the
continents were arrayed six hundred million
years ago, and what forces brought them to
their present positions, but can’t predict an
earthquake or tell us whether we should take an
umbrella with us to the races next Wednesday?
‘So I decided that I would devote a portion of
my life—three years as it turned out—to reading
widely and devotedly and, as necessary, finding
saintly, patient experts prepared to answer a lot
of outstandingly dumb questions. The idea was
to see if it isn’t possible to understand and
appreciate—marvel at, enjoy even—the wonder
and accomplishments of science at a level that
isn’t too technical or demanding, but isn’t
entirely superficial either.’
In Bryson’s quest to render some of the most

complex and intangible scientific subjects
understandable to the layperson he has spoken
to many of the most famous scientists alive and
read a incredible number of books.
This history is divided into six parts that can
loosely be described as astronomy, geology,
particle physics, tectonics, biology and human
evolution. To me, the most fascinating parts of
the book are the sections on tectonics, life and
evolution. How the world was formed and life
began are to me the really absorbing
parts of this book for me.
Astronomy, whilst interesting,
seems a little remote and academic;
and particle physics is about as
captivating as watching paint dry.
Who really wants to know what a
neutrino is—even if the Earth is
being bombarded by 10,000 trillion
trillion (yes, that’s not a typo) of
them every second? Since most subatomic particles seem to have antiparticles to balance them out they
seem to me to be about as useful as
the luminiferous ether which was
imagined existed for hundreds of years until a
simpler explanation of radiation was accepted.
This is a history of the discovery of scientific
knowledge and the building of bodies of
knowledge. This isn’t a book for most people—
it’s not light reading. But it is fascinating and it’s
wide ranging. It is full of people and facts.
It is interesting to note that many new ideas,
when scientists first postulated them, were
rejected and even ridiculed by the scientists’
peers. This happened to ideas that seem so
obviously correct to us today, and the people
who ridiculed them were often eminent people,
brilliant in their own right.
This is a book full of characters. Sir Isaac
Newton, the discoverer of gravity and the
inventor of the calculus, of whom his rival
Gottfried von Leibniz wrote ‘Nearer to the gods
no mortal may approach,’ kept his invention to
himself for 30 years before telling any one
SHORT HISTORY, please turn to page 11
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Energy Efficiency
Susie Washington Smyth, with the Islands
Trust and BC Hydro, organized energy audits of
five commercial and five residential locations
on Saturna. Gabriola and Salt Spring are also
participating in this program to help people
living in the Trust Area find ways to become
more energy efficient as a means to reduce
greenhouse emissions. Saturna’s audits were
recently completed and will soon be compiled
and interpreted to share around the Islands.

MLA Receives Questions
On July 6, our provincial government
representative, Murray Coell, came to visit
Saturna. He had been invited to meet with the
Saturna Island Property Owners Association
(SIPOA) and to participate in an afternoon
session open to the public.
MLA Coell was taken on a roads tour by the
Saturna Island Property Association President
Susie Washington Smyth and other members,
including John Money and John Gaines
together with road maintenance manager Pat
Ropars. The group gave Murray Coell a
highlighted map, to discuss with the Minister of
Transportation Kevin Falcon, showing the
areas the association feels warrant the most
attention. In the group’s opinion the entire
Island needs to be repaved, but there are sites
needing urgent attention.
Murray Coell lunched at Susie and Ian
Washington Symth’s and met with the SIPOA
executive. The SIPOA executive committee
presented and discussed a background
document on the problems they feel exist with
the Capital Regional District’s allocation of the
payments-in-lieu of taxes for Parks Canada’s

OPEN HOUSE

Magic Lake
Estates

PROPOSED WATER
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

Water and Sewer
Local Services
Committee

Saturday, August 11, 2007
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
St. Peter’s Anglican Church
Pender Island, BC
For information please call: 1-800-663-4425

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

SATURNA, please turn to page 6

(250) 386-7643

We’re all about the Islands
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

NANAIMO

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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We are reminded of a story you have probably heard before,
concerning the conversation which takes place on the bridge of a
large ship navigating hazardous waters on a dark and stormy
night. Visibility is, of course, almost nonexistent.
Dead ahead, through the gloom, there is a glimmer of a light.
The skipper gets on the radio right away, warning the vessel
ahead to change course to avoid a collision. There is a faint and
garbled reply, to the general effect that changing course would be
impossible. An increasingly animated interchange of messages
follow. The ship gives five blasts on the whistle, to no effect.
Finally, the skipper issues his last warning. The reply, very
close by now, comes back: ‘Sorry, skipper. We cannot move. We
are a lighthouse!’
The provincial government has announced a fiscal year
surplus of four billion dollars. One billion, they say, will go to pay
down the provincial debt. The rest, they no doubt have plans for.
It’s clear, however, that they have no plans to halt or even
slow the excessive, inexorable, and destructive rise in ferry fares.

Readers’ Letters
Short Term Vacation Rentals
The following is extracted from a letter sent to the Galiano
Island Local Trust Committee and submitted for publication.
Dear Trustees:
You are encouraging, by inaction and feigned ignorance, the
continued and increasing illegal use of residential property for
Short Term Vacation Rentals. Meanwhile, young families and
workers are leaving the Island because they cannot afford to
purchase a home and long-term rentals are being converted to
short-term. The Galiano Community School is being reduced to
two classrooms as families with children are forced to leave.
The legal commercial accommodations that went through a
rezoning process, pay commercial taxes, insurance and collect
GST and pay room tax cannot compete with businesses that have
bypassed these requirements.
Legal businesses are having difficulty finding employees this
summer because there is no place for them to live. Are all of these
unofficial visitor accommodations taken into account when
planning for emergency services? What percentage of
ambulance calls over the tourist season are for visitors? Is an
extra burden placed on our volunteer emergency services and
health care providers? If so, who pays for it?
Home occupations are a good source of income for local
residents so I concede that if the property owners ‘reside’ on the
property the business could be conceived as such. However, one
only has to peruse the Chamber of Commerce website to observe
that most STVRs are not primary residences. I know of some that
advertise one rental but actually have multiple rentals, and
several others that do not advertise on the chamber’s website.
I am aware that by-law enforcement is proceeding with two
court cases against illegal Short Term Vacation Rentals. In the
meantime, wouldn’t it be prudent of you to at least make it well
known that it is not legal?
I fear we are headed for yet another community dividing
dispute. Your mandate is to preserve and protect the area and its
environment for the benefit of residents and the province, not to
sacrifice it for the benefit of a few.
Cheryl Bastedo, Galiano Island

Late Return of MV Howe Sound
Queen

Water Taxi
Eco-Tours Whale Encounters
Fishing Charters Boating Instruction

These increases affects to all the islands, including the big one. It
would only have taken a small part of the annual surplus to
reduce ferry fare increases to what was originally promised:
keeping pace with the cost of living.
Instead, the government insists on holding its course, set five
years ago in a fit of ideological arrogance; disguised at the time
by the creation of the Coastal Ferries Act, the ‘privatization’ of
the ferry service to the still provincially-owned BC Ferries
Services Inc, and the invention of the BC Ferry Commissioner’s
office as chief apologists for provincial government stonewalling;
all covered by never-ending blarney about ‘ending political
interference.’
In fact, with this latest pre-programmed charade culminating
in continuing ferry fare increases, the government has managed
at least to look cheap, and both vindictive and duplicitous.
Islanders will recognize this as the worst kind of deliberate
political interference: that of neglect and denial of responsibility. ✐

Dear Editor:
On July 6, 2007, the MV Howe Sound Queen returned from a
major refit in which structural and mechanical issues were
addressed. The vessel entered refit April 28, 2007 and returned
to service 69 days later. This was 21 days later than planned.
During the course of the refit the Howe Sound Queen
delivered a few surprises over and above the identified scope of
work. For example we discovered that the ‘stern tubes’ of the
vessel required replacement. Stern tubes are large ‘pipes’ in the
end of the ship through which the propeller shafts pass. The
stern tubes on the vessel were found to be beyond tolerance and
therefore had to be replaced.
Working with the shipyard, BC Ferries’ personnel mobilized
all possible resources to ensure that the additional work
proceeded as quickly as possible. Unfortunately when this work
was added to the planned project scope it meant that additional
time would be required to complete the project. In some cases,
personnel worked around the clock to complete the job. Every
effort was made to keep the overall refit period to a minimum.
The MV Howe Sound Queen was also painted above and
below the waterline and received various passenger amenities

like improved passenger accommodation, renewal of the
sanitary water system, improved access to the main lounge on
the vessel, and a new passenger washroom on the main cardeck.
We also undertook several important safety upgrades which
included a new fire suppression system, new structural fire
protection, a new watertight door system, a new fire pump, and
upgrades to the navigational electronics.
We regret that the MV Howe Sound Queen was not ready for
service for the Canada Day long weekend, which forced the delay
in assigning the MV Bowen Queen to the Tsawwassen–Southern
Gulf Islands route for the summer. In total, BC Ferries invested
nearly $3 million in upgrading the MV Howe Sound Queen to
enable her to provide safe and reliable service for our customers
well into the future.
Mark Collins, Vice President Engineering, BC Ferry Services

Colleen McCory

Dear Editor:
Thank you so much for your beautiful tribute to a true heroine
and planetary citizen. I have clipped it for my bulletin board at
work and at home to remind myself and others to do our best to
carry her legacy forward.
Because of articles like these, Island Tides is the best antidote
to media overload. If a person living within the boundaries of the
Salish Sea were to read only Island Tides, they would be wellinformed of all worldly, regional, and local items worthy of
reporting as news.
Susan Yates, Gabriola Island

Groundwater Regulations &
Hydrofracturing
Dear Editor:
Over the past year, the Mayne Island Integrated Water Systems
Society has been lobbying for changes to the Groundwater
Regulations as they pertain to hydrofracturing of water wells to
be considered within Phase 3.
The following is a letter of support to Minister of
Environment Barry Penner from the Islands Trust Executive
Council.
Mary Cooper, Mayne Island
Dear Minister Penner:
The Islands Trust Executive Committee would like to express its
concerns related to the hydrofracturing of water wells in the
Trust Area and to request participation in the Ground Water
Protection Regulations Phase 3 stakeholder consultation
process.
The Islands Trust Council has been concerned about water
supply in the Trust Area for many years and we understand that
hydrofracturing can exacerbate aquifer damage. We also
understand that there are no legislative or regulatory
requirements regarding hydrofracturing and that the practice
could have negative effects on neighbouring wells if aquifer flows
are redirected or increased.
As required under the Islands Trust Act, the Islands Trust
Council has adopted a Policy Statement that includes
recommendations regarding the actions that other government
agencies might undertake in support of our provincial object to
preserve and protect the Islands Trust Area. Our Policy
Statement has many policies related to the protection of water
resources. Policy 4.4.6 states that ‘Trust Council encourages the
provincial government to adopt legislation that protects the
sustainability and quality of the groundwater in the Trust Area.’
LETTERS, please turn to page 5
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THURSDAYS

The Fishery Afloat

10am-1pm: Poets Cove, S. Pender
1:30-5pm: Port Browning, N. Pender

BC’s best wild-only salmon,
live local crab, fresh halibut
& other seasonal seafood

11am-5pm: Maple Bay, Vancouver Is.
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FOR ADVANCE ORDERS
call 250-537-3474 or
email fish@saltspring.com

FRIDAYS

• BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters

SATURDAYS

REMOVE:

9am-1pm: Sturdies Bay, Galiano
1:30-5pm: Miners Bay, Mayne

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic

SUNDAYS
11am-5pm: Montague Marina, Galiano

320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42.40! • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)

Sat, Sun & Mon, Aug 4, 5 & 6

Chemainus Theatre Summer Festival:
Cole Porter’s 1930s musical comedy
Anything Goes and Agatha Christie’s
Murder
on
the
Nile,
Wednesdays–Sundays till September 15,
tickets
$29-$64.
Kidzplay
series:
Munschworx — six great stories by Robert
Munsch: ages 4 and up (bring an adult),
11am Wednesday–Saturday (1-hour show),
July 18–September 1, tickets $8 @ box office 1-800-565-7738 •
Info: www.chemainustheatrefestival.ca • IN CHEMAINUS

‘Three Artists’ 9th Annual
Exhibition—paintings by Brian
Mitchell, Keith Holmes, Larry
Foden • Exquisite waterfront
home setting, 667 Linklater
Road • Noon–4pm daily • Info:
Louise Decario, 250-539-5760 •
ON GALIANO ISLAND

DAVID COOPER

Now till September 15

Saturdays till September
Galiano Saturday Market—come rain or shine—eat great
food, listen to music and support the local economy; a little bit of
everything: arts and crafts, market gardeners, healing arts and
fleamarket • Lions Park, Burrill Road • 10am–2pm • Info:
Deborah Roberts, 250-539-2107 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

July 14 to August 12
Artisans 2007—traditional and contemporary arts and crafts
show: pottery, jewellery, weaving, woodwork, paintings, quilts,
glassworks, photography, paper art and much more; artisan
demonstrations on the weekends • Mary Winspear Cultural
Centre (Hwy 17 and Beacon Avenue) • 10am–5pm daily • Free
admission • Info: 250-654-0127 • IN SIDNEY-BY-THE-SEA

Thurs, July 26 & Aug 9, Sat Aug 4
Pender Film Group Screenings—THURS JULY 26:
Travellers and Magicians (2003) Two Buddhists looking for a
better and different life embark on parallel, if separate, journeys
• SAT AUG 4 9:30pm: Pan’s Labyrinth (2006) Young girl
escapes into eerie but captivating fantasy world in 1944 fascist
Spain (outdoor screening if good weather) • THURS AUG 9: Black
Gold (2006) Documentary looks at coffee and global trade
through an Ethiopian collective’s perspective • Community Hall •
7:30pm • Admission by donation • Info: www.penderislands.org,
click ‘events’ • ON PENDER ISLAND

July 26-29, August 2-5 & 9-11
Shakespeare in the Park:
The Tempest—directed by
Libby Mason, with a world-class
cast including Mort Ranson,
local professionals and emerging
talent • Mouat’s Park • 7pm, plus
2pm matinees July 29 & August
5 • Tickets: $15/ under-18: $8, at the gate and ArtSpring • Info:
250-537-2102, www.graffititheatre.ca • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Thurs to Sat, August 2 to 11
Hornby Festival 2007—art show and performance, lineup includes Aboubacar Camara, Ache Brazil, Mae Moore &
Lester Quitzau, Outlaw Social, Lynda Raino & David
Ferguson, Kirby Quartet, Dave Eggar & Dina Finai, Ulli
Bartel & Scott White, Capoeira Workshop and Hornby Island
Writers; childrens events, Crazy Orchestra and youth
drumming workshop • Various venues, free outdoor
performances (Art in Unusual Places) • Opening reception
Thursday 5:30pm • Tickets: Adults $18–$25/ Seniors
$14–$21/ Children $6–$10/Under 5 free (except Crazy
Orchestra); Box Office: 250-335-1715, credit cards accepted •
Info: www.hornbyfestival.bc.ca • ON HORNBY ISLAND

Saturday, August 4
White Tara Healing Arts Official
Opening—Open House, treats and a gift, tour
the facility, enter draw for ‘Signature Massage’,
essential oils and saris from India on sale •
4305 Bedwell Harbour Road at Hope Bay •
1–5:30pm • Info: Angela Southward, 250-6293229 or 250-629-6721 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Sporting memoriams

Sat, Sun & Mon, August 4, 5 & 6
BC Day Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy wavepool,
waterslide, diving boards, pirate ship, toddler pool, family
changerooms, steam, sauna and swirlpool • 4636 Elk Lake Drive
(right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • SAT 1–5pm; SUN &
MON: 10am–noon & 1–5pm Info: 24–hour Swimline,
250–475–7620 • IN VICTORIA

Sunday, August 5
7th Annual Saturna Artists’ Studio Tour—five artists (Jack
Campbell, Donna Digance, Karen Muntean, Elisabeth McColl and
Jill Sabre) will be showing their work including paintings,
photographs, prints, etchings and fabric art • Watch for the red
balloons, tour maps in local stores • 11am–4pm • Info: Karen
Muntean, 250-539-2866 • ON SATURNA ISLAND

Monday, August 6
Hiroshima Day events—lantern-making,
then evening gathering with the Raging
Grannies and others • Peace Park across
from Artspring • 10am-2pm (lantern-making);
7:30pm (gathering) • RSVP for lantern-making
or
call
for
info:
Jan
Slakov,
250-537-5251 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Wednesday, August 8
Galiano’s 17th Annual Poetry Festival—lyrical poetry and
prose from matters of import to the completely frivolous; hosted
by Huguette, with Bryan Canning as MC • in Le Berengerie’s
beautiful garden, or La Boheme outdoor restaurant if raining,
2806 Montague Road • 2pm • Snacks, beer, wine at intermission
• Info: Fay Oko, 250-539-9806 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Saturday, August 11
Galiano Wine Festival—wines
from
up-and-coming
local
producers and around the
world; local cheese to taste
and
purchase;
music
by
Brad Prevedoros; raffle, silent auction,
refreshments, souvenir crystal wine glass; fundraiser for the
Galiano Health Centre • Lions Park • 1–4pm • Tickets: $30 @
door or Ken Smith at 250-539-3506 or 5star@islandtimebc.com
• Info: www.galianoisland.com • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, August 11 & 12
Coombs Fair—4-H & open displays, animals, arts & crafts,
domestic science, horticulture & more; blacksmithing, spinning &
weaving, beekeeping & master
gardening demos; live music, games,
food & fun for whole family • Coombs
Fairgrounds, Ford Road, behind
Coombs General Store • SAT:
8am–6pm, SUN: 8am–5pm • Tickets
at gate • Info: Janet Boley 250-752-9757, www.coombsfair.com •
IN COOMBS, VANCOUVER ISLAND

Sunday, August 12
Book Signing & Works of Liliana Kleiner—visual and
performance artist, painter, printmaker, Jungian theorist,
dream analyst; sale and signing of The Song of Lilith illustrates
the myth of Adam’s first wife Lilith with words and woodcut
prints; showing of her two art films: Lilith and the Tree & Tango
d’Amour; refreshments • Galiano Island Books, 76 Madrona
Drive • 3pm • Info: 250-539-3340 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Orderly Canada ~ Dudley Booth

Bike Ride For Parkinson’s Disease

Swim For A Cure

▼

On August 11 at 1:30pm, Jan Letts is repeating her annual swim
for cystic fibrosis from Mortimer’s Spit to Port Browning on
Pender Island. She plans to complete the 2-1⁄4 mile distance
without a wetsuit in about 35 minutes.
Business woman Jan is raising money for the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation in memory of Naomi Wilde, a former employee who
was taken by the disease at the age of 28. Cystic fibrosis is a
genetic disease that causes mucus build up in the body,
particularly in the lungs and pancreas. Life expectancy for
people with cystic fibrosis has increased, but researchers are still
working to find a cure.
Jan welcomes people to join her—her grandchildren, aged 10
and 11, completed the swim in 45 minutes last year. Several
boats will support the swimmers , with blankets on board in case
the cold water becomes too much for anyone.

To make a contribution or find out more about the event,
contact Jan at ‘The Stand’ at Otter Bay Ferry Terminal on Pender
Island, or by phone, 250-629-3292. Every dollar donated will be
matched, and donations over $20 are tax-deductible. ✐

Georgia Strait Action Alert

he Georgia Strait Alliance is asking people to write to federal
and provincial governments about making a commitment to
plan, fund and enforce comprehensive marine waste disposal.
The following is an example of what is needed:

T

Dear …
I understand new regulations under the Canada Shipping Act
(Regulations for the Prevention of Pollution from Vessels and for
Dangerous Chemicals) have come into force this year making it
illegal in many circumstances for boats and ships to dump raw
sewage within three nautical miles of the Canadian shoreline.
This is a positive step toward protecting our most sensitive
marine areas. However I also understand a significant section in
the regulations allows for raw sewage discharge where the
distance between land is less than six miles unless there is a
sewage pump-out service. This will include unique areas like the
Gulf Islands, Desolation Sound, shellfish and other fisheries and
more extremely sensitive marine ecosystems. Timely placement
of pump-out facilities will prevent further degradation of our
precious coastal waters.
Canada’s marine sewage disposal options are woefully
inadequate. In fact, the Strait of Georgia has less than 40
facilities available for many of the approximately 350,000
vessels that use this coast and will need this service. Currently
there is no agency plan to supply more sewage pump-out
services. Vessel owners and operators want to do their part to
ensure the full intent of the regulation is upheld (i.e. protection
of the marine environment), however, with pump-out services
not available in many regions, boaters have no choice but to
dump raw sewage in or near sensitive areas.
Georgia Strait Alliance and the T. Buck Suzuki
Environmental Foundation are calling upon the federal and
provincial governments to make a commitment to plan, fund
and enforce comprehensive marine waste disposal. I request that
you immediately make this a government priority, to help ensure
the preservation and restoration of our most valued national
treasure. Sincerely, …
The Georgia Strait Alliance suggests you send your letter to:
• Hon Lawrence Cannon, Minister of Transport, Ottawa;
• Hon Loyola Hearn, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans, Ottawa;
• Hon John Baird, Minister of Environment, Ottawa;
• Hon Gary Lunn, Minister of Natural Resources, Ottawa; and
• Hon Barry Penner, Minister of Environment, Victoria. ✐
Eds Note: See letter writing article on page 12.
LETTERS, from page 4
The Islands Trust Executive Committee supports the
concerns expressed by the Mayne Island Integrated Water
Systems Society to the Ministry of Environment and the Ground
Water Advisory Board related to hydrofracturing. We also
support their request that the province take steps to protect
groundwater wells and implement a well permitting and
recording system.
Further, we request that you consider the following specific
suggestions from the Mayne Island Integrated Water Systems
Society:
• that no hydrofracturing be permitted, for any reason,
within a set distance from the ocean (100 meters minimum
distance recommended);
• that those using a hydrofracturing process be required to
test community and private wells within a set circumference
before the process begins, at the cost of the well driller;
• that all hydrofracturing must be pre-approved, recorded
on drillers’ reports and maintained as part of the permanent well
record;
• that water boards be given advance notice and an
opportunity to comment when hydrofracturing is proposed
within or adjacent to a community water system; and
• that consultation with the Islands Trust and with
community groups with local knowledge on water issues be
included in the permitting process.
Kim Benson, Chair, Islands Trust Council ✐
.$7+(5<1$1''$9,'$5(%$&.$)7(5
6,;0217+66,;&28175,(6 .06
,1$6,$:+,&+0($16025(*5($7678))

)285'$<621/<

In the eight days from August 5–12, Kelly Jablonski and Branko
Radmilovic will ride their bicycles 850 kilometers from
Vancouver to Cranbrook to raise funds for Parkinson’s disease.
Parkinson’s disease is a chronic progressive neurological
disorder for which there is no cure.
This second annual ride is double the distance the two
travelled in 2006. Jablonski, who has a close family member
suffering with Parkinson’s, and his friend Radmilovic are
determined to raise awareness of Parkinson’s disease and raise
much-needed funds for a cure.
‘Over the last 15 years, we have seen the debilitating and
devastating effects of this disease first hand,’ said Branco, ‘This
year we decided to make this ‘Just Giver’ ride an annual
fundraising event for Parkinson Society British Columbia. ‘The
corporate and community support to date has been
tremendous,’ added Kelly.
Last year, ‘Just Giver’ raised $25,000 for Parkinson’s research
and support services. This year, Jablonski and Radmilovic aim to
raise $35,000. Donations can be made at www.parkinson.bc.ca.
For more information visit www.just-giver.com.

There he is most days, bent over picking up the trash that others,
who have less pride in their city and country, have thrown from
their open car windows.
Here he is, day after day, waving and smiling to all who pass
by at the intersection of Cassiar and Hastings Streets.
In winter rain and snow or summer scorching heat, he can
usually be seen in his visi-vest walking the median with a smile
and a wave for all. There is no sign around his neck, pleading for
a handout, nor does he parade with an empty paper-cup holding
it out for offerings.
He has too much pride for all that, but if you wave him over
with a hand outstretched holding a coin or better, the old gent
will say, ‘Thank you kindly for your generosity.’
A beggar, not at all, for check the condition of the gutters or
median beside your vehicle and you won’t find a pebble, a butt
or trash anywhere in sight, for our guardian of this one block
section of Cassiar is constantly on the watch for materials that
should not be there. Some days he has broom and dust pan,
other times he picks up the litter by hand, later depositing it all
in a nearby garbage bin.
The old timer doesn’t even like weeds or grass to be growing
in the cracks of his traffic island. For the other day I saw him at
the far end of things, where he was removing the dandelions that
had invaded his territory.
‘I cannot understand why some people are so dirty,’ he told
me one day, as I handed him a coin.
Another time in the depths of winter with the windshield
wipers barely keeping up, the whiskered old face came up to my
window and said, ‘Chin up, things can’t be that bad,’ and I
looked back at the old man giving me advice, with rain pouring
down his face and discovered he was right.
So next time you pass by this intersection, heading North or
South on Cassiar, give a wave and a smile to someone we could
all learn from, and share a coin with him. ✐
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Jane Rule awarded the
Order of Canada
Allan Forget

Voluntary Subscription? Keep
meaning to send it in? Help
keep all this great news coming!

Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?
If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our 70 free
boxes located across the Strait of Georgia and from
Victoria to Nanaimo, you can show your support and
appreciation by mailing a voluntary subscription of

($25 + $1.50 gst = $26.50) to:
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!
And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of
you who have given subscriptions. And
keep those lovely letters coming. We
paste them all in our scrapbooks!
Nickel Bros.
House Moving Ltd.

1-866-606-2237

think of greenhouse

think of moved house
www.nickelbros.com
buildings delivered from 40k

Our home package system makes
it easy to build your home, cottage
or vacation retreat.
Post and Beam, Timber Frame, and Log
800-663-2558 • 604-946-5421

With a nice bit of vice-regal pomp & pageantry and with a great
deal of Island fun & charm, Jane Vance Rule—author, educator,
community activist, equality rights advocate—was presented
with an Order of Canada medal during an investiture ceremony
held at the Galiano Community Hall on July 11.
Though the award was made last autumn, Jane was unable to
travel to Ottawa to receive it directly from our Governor General,
Michaelle Jean. Instead, BC’s Lieutenant Governor, Galianoborn Iona Campagnolo, came to the Island to make the
presentation.
Established in 1967, our nation’s highest civilian honour, the
Order of Canada, recognizes lifetime contributions which have
made a difference to Canada. Its membership exemplify its Latin
motto desiderantes melioreum patrian, which roughly means
‘those desiring a better country’. Those chosen for the Member
Class, as Jane was, have made an exceptional contribution at a
local or regional level.
The day of the Investiture Ceremony couldn’t have been
hotter, outside the temperature was close to 36ºC. The
community hall couldn’t have been more full. A vocal and
enthusiastic crowd cheered and applauded almost every time
Jane’s name was mentioned. The Hall itself was beautifully
decorated with flowers, potted plants, flags and furniture; the
kitchen was full-to-overflowing with donated edibles and drinks.
Her Honour the Lieutenant Governor was paraded into the
hall by Government House Piper John Mager; this preceded a
stirring singing of O Canada by all those assembled. In her wellcrafted speech of congratulations, the Lieutenant Governor
noted that Jane was being ‘honoured for her record of sustained
literary merit, during which she has earned national respect for
groundbreaking work that has carved new dimensions into the
literary arts.’ Further, Her Honour commented that Jane was
being ‘admired as a compelling contributor to the good of her
community,’
In her witty and entertaining speech of thanks Jane
reminisced about the many and positive developments that
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Order of Canada recipient, Jane Rule, with BC’s Lieutenant
Governor Iona Campagnolo.
she’d witnessed—in the lives of writers, the lives of women, and
the lives of gays and lesbians—since coming to Canada in 1956.
Equally, Jane reflected on the many and positive developments
in the Galiano community since taking up residence (with
partner Helen Sonthoff) in 1976.
In closing, paraphrasing the Order of Canada motto, Jane
advised that those desiring a better community are also those
desiring a better country. Following a standing ovation and a
roar of appreciation that almost raised the hall roof, the audience
closed the ceremony with a singing of God Save the Queen.
Afterwards there was plenty of good eating, good chatter, and
congrats all around, with Brad Prevedoros on guitar providing a
musical background. It was a satisfying end to a unique event
(surely the first Order of Canada investiture on our Island). ✐

Land Trust Alliance launches new campaign
2007 is a milestone year for BC’s land trusts. With over half a
million acres of lands protected by 32 land trusts in British
Columbia (an area larger than the size of Greater Vancouver),
these groups are gearing up to play an increasingly important
role in conserving BC’s natural and cultural features into the
future.
To provide support for, and promote, the work of BC land
trusts, Land Trust Alliance of BC (LTABC) is now launching the
‘Raising Awareness of Natural and Cultural Diversity’ campaign
The LTABC recently received a $30,000 grant from the
Vancouver Foundation, which will be used in conjunction with
$40,000 from the Real Estate Foundation of BC and $25,000
from the Bullitt Foundation to fund this campaign.
The general media aspect of the campaign will be centered on
the People Protecting Places case studies developed by the
LTABC, which showcases examples from ten of the thousands of
individuals in BC who have left a legacy of natural and cultural
heritage in the province.
The outreach portion of the campaign features
communications with government, professional groups, other
non-governmental organizations and the general public. It will
offer individuals and groups the opportunity to network and
learn from each other—developing a strong conservation
network for British Columbia. In order to achieve this, the
LTABC has recently signed as a co-partner for the 2009 BC Land
Summit, along with a number of professional associations. This
work with conference partners, along with LTABC workshops

this fall, will raise awareness among professionals about how to
include conservation options into their professional practice.
LTABC-commissioned research will also be playing a part in
the outreach campaign and in increasing the scope of tools for
conservation. Climate change is one of the key research areas this
year, with Dr Richard Hebda and Sara Wilson taking the lead on
this work. According to Sara Wilson, conservation is imperative
for mitigating and adapting to the impacts of climate change: ‘It
is the immense stores of carbon in existing ecosystems that is of
utmost importance. Secondly, because we have such a short
amount of time to slow global warming, the priority should be on
preventing carbon losses, and conserving the carbon stores that
exist. Thirdly, the protection of intact existing ecosystems will
provide a greater range of habitat that will hopefully provide
connecting corridors for plant and animal migration as the
climate warms.’
Direct communications and training opportunities for land
trusts will also be provided through the campaign. Earlier this
year, the LTABC celebrated their 10th anniversary at the
Cowichan Outdoor Education and Conference Centre with a
highly successful seminar and training series. In April 2008 the
organization will continue these training opportunities by
hosting the annual Seminar Series at Manning Park.
To find out more about land trusts in BC and how you can
contribute to the conservation of natural and cultural features in
your area, go to www.landtrustalliance.bc.ca. ✐

SATURNA from page 3

the provincial government is aware of the adverse affect of
maintaining and increasing fares.
Several people raised concerns about the advisability of
basing property valuation on the ‘highest and best use’ principle
currently used by BC Assessment. Is this in conflict with the
mandate of the Islands Trust and our Official Community Plan?
Saturna’s need for a place to house the ambulance and for
ambulance workers on duty was described. Apparently Saturna
is the only part of any federal park in British Columbia which
does not have ‘regular’ ambulance service.
The costs of volunteerism were raised in terms of director’s
liability insurance for small volunteer organizations. It was
suggested that MLA Coell ask the Attorney General to see if these
costs might be defrayed under the Good Samaritan Act.
Murray Coell was also asked to look into a suggestion that the
rules of the gaming commission seem to work against small
volunteer organizations applying for funding because Gaming
Commission rules are created with paid employees in mind.
Thanks to the Saturna Island Property Owners Association
for bringing MLA Murray Coell over to see the island, to discuss
pertinent issues and see what he can do about them at his level
of government. Thanks to Susie Washington Smyth for her
report from which this summation is drawn. ✐

Murray Coell, Susie Washington-Smyth and the Minister’s Executive
Assistant Christine Harker enjoy Saturna sun.
lands on Saturna.
After lunch, the public part of the visit was held at the
Recreation Centre. Topics included the likelihood of an
immediate response to the question of road repairs.
Coell was also asked about ferry fare increases and said that
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Two adjacent waterfront lots
Classy cedar cottage
Recent upgrades $560,000

Joan Combes, Broker/Owner
Susanne Middleditch, Realtor
866.539.2121 fax 250.539.5567
www.saturnarealty.com

1.5 acre Ocean View $550,000
Cedar log home and studio
Completely remodeled, turn-key

Win two tickets to a fabulous festival ~ Christa Grace-Warrick
emember
Vancouver
Island’s ‘Little Town That
Could’—Chemainus,
which transformed itself from a
has-been to a prosperous
community, making a start with
painting historical murals on
every large surface in the
downtown area? It’s 25 years
since the murals got started and
now the town has an attractive
downtown, a theatre festival and
a vibrant community.
Another little town with great
potential is gearing up to put
itself on the cultural map. Cumberland in the Comox Valley is
using music as its motif. In 2005 a one-day music festival proved
such a success that it is being expanded to a 3-day event this
year, from August 17–19.
I first visited Cumberland, not far from Courtenay, last
September while holidaying in the area. It’s a step back in time—
coal company buildings are still intact on Cumberland’s streets.
The village was named after Cumberland, an area in the north of
England; an appropriate name as both were heavy coal
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producers.
A display showing something of the history of Cumberland
can be viewed aboard the BC Ferries vessel Queen of
Cumberland which serves Route 5 in the Southern Gulf Islands.
The festival, appropriately named ‘The Big Time Out,’ is a
project of the Cumberland Village Works. The non-profit group
is a collective of businesses, artists, musicians, organizers,
families and individuals working together to shape
Cumberland’s future to ensure that it reflects the values of
diversity, social justice, environmental protection, freedom of
expression and community.
The ‘Big Time Out’ line-up for the village stage in the park is:
Hey Ocean, Mother Mother, Spiral Beach, Toby, Beats Without
Borders, Los De Abajo, Xavier Rudd, Sarah Harmer, Sly &
Robbie, Horace Andy, Cherine Anderson, Mihirangi, Five Alarm
Funk, Greenlaw Ave, Noises From The Toolshed, Pascale Picard,
Corb Lund, Ridley Bent, Big John Bates and the Voodoo Dolls,
The Jimmy Bowskill Band, and Michael Franti & Spearhead.
Cumberland Village Works and Island Tides are offering free
passes to the three-day event. The first four calls from folks
looking for tickets received at Island Tides office (250-6293660) after 9am on Monday, July 3o will receive a pair of tickets.
Check out www.cumberlandvillageworks.com/festival for
more information about the festival. ✐

THE ART & CRAFT OF SHELTER
AUTHENTIC PRE-CRAFTED HOME PACKAGES...
OF THE UTMOST QUALITY.

1 800 655 5574
WWW.PRECRAFTEDHOMES.COM

Study says repeal Bill 48, restore employment standards

Photo: Kim Schnare
So far, extraordinary weather has been a feature of summer
2007—lots of rain, scorching sun with highs in the upper
30s, and even giant hail on Galiano, Sunday, June 24.

weren’t explicitly addressed in the collective agreement, their
members were automatically came under the Act. After Bill 48
many of these same agreements left union members without the
rights and protections of the Act because of its new exclusion
provisions.
‘The provincial government ripped gaping holes in hundreds
of collective agreements, stripping people of their basic rights,’
says Fairey. ‘Employment standards are supposed to ensure that
all workers are protected by the law. They should create a
starting point for negotiating better conditions, not force workers
to begin from scratch just because they are part of a union.’
Fairey points out that Bill 48 is also unfair to employers who
respect minimum standards. ‘It creates an uneven playing field.
Employers should not be allowed to opt out of the law.’
‘Negotiating Without a Floor’ was produced as part of the
Economic Security Project, a joint research initiative of the CCPA
and Simon Fraser University, funded primarily by the Social
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC).
The full report is available at www.policyalternatives.ca. ✐
HEALTH from page 2
obvious reasons, very few doctors are unenrolled.
False Creek Urgent Care Center said it had recruited doctors
who are not enrolled in BC’s MSP. In response, George Abbott
said ‘it would appear we would have no basis for any legal action
against the clinic.’ However, Abbott’s legal spin is out of sync with
the law. Both the Canada Health Act and the Medicare
Protection Act prohibit any physician, regardless of whether they
are enrolled or not, from billing patients a higher fee than the
MSP rate. False Creek Urgent Care Centre can charge patients
directly, but not for more than the fee allowed under the Medical
Services Plan.
So Mr Abbott is wrong. Not only is False Creek in violation of
provincial legislation, but BC is guilty of violating the Canada
Health Act. Either way you look at it, the new urgent care clinic is
billing both on the wrong side of the law and against principles
Canadians hold dear, if it charges a rate higher than set by MSP.
Minister Abbott is side-stepping his obligation to uphold the
law and thereby protect and advance the public interest. In the
process, he is actively encouraging the proliferation of for-profit
clinics, and encouraging the development of a health care system
based on cash instead of need—exactly the opposite of what
British Columbians are saying they want in the the province’s
current public consultation ‘Conversation on Health.’
Stuart Murray is a researcher with the Canadian Centre
for Policy Alternatives BC Office. Colleen Fuller is a health
policy analyst and research
associate with the CCPA.
www.policyalternatives.ca. ✐

Winter storm report
In midsummer light, it’s easy to forget the
darkand cold of winter. Lest we forget to prepare,
BC Hydro released its 2006–2007 Winter Storm
Report on May 31, which addresses the scores of
power outages that affected British Columbians
between October 2006 and January 2007.
It was an unusual season that was not
foreseen. Five major storms hit BC, making it the
worst storm season in recent memory. Almost
one third of BC residents (1.5 million)
experienced at least one power outage and close
to 15 million customer hours were lost during
this period. In the past, the highest number of
hours lost in a complete year was 7.4 million
(2004).
On December 15, 2006, more than 240,000
BC residents coped without electricity—the
highest number of people affected at one time.
Although 80% of the affected customers had
power back within 48 hours, some people on the
Gulf Islands were without power for almost a
week.
Infrastructure and human resources have
been identified as major contributors to the long
outages.
Over 20% of distribution circuits have been
identified as vulnerable to storms; these circuits
contribute to about half of all lost customer

hours.
The 80 to 100 ‘customer care’ agents
available by phone were receiving about 40,000
calls per hour during the height of the storm—
normal call volumes are about 6,500 calls per
hour. Many of BC Hydro’s 345 power line
technicians were working 16-hour shifts to
restore power. (BC Hydro is currently hiring
another 50 technicians, but is having difficulty
filling so many positions.)
As part of its storm resiliency program, BC
Hydro plans to spend an additional $31.7 million
this year to improve system resiliency, customer
communications, and community preparation.
Prevention plays a large part, with crews working
to remove vegetation that could fall on the lines.
Five years ago, eight BC communities were
listed as having vulnerable power supply. Due
mainly to their remote locations, there are still
three communities on that list: Port Hardy,
Revelstoke and the Gulf Islands. Community
meetings are planned to advise customers how to
prepare for long outages and other bad weather
events.
BC Hydro budgets 4.3 million annually for
restoration costs. The bill for restoration related
to last winter’s storms totalled $36.7 million. ✐

Sean W. Copeland
Financial Planner

Custom Portfolio Designs
RRIF, Pension & RRSP
604-889-5982
scopeland@shaw.ca
www.swcopeland.com

A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.

1,582 sq. ft. - $47,400
FOB Vancouver (Standard Specs)

• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct.
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.

Your Island Representative

Russ Anderson
View over 100 plans at:
www.nelson-homes.com

R. Anderson Technical Services
Duncan, BC
Phone: (250) 720-6000
Fax: (250) 720-2270
e-mail: russanderson@shaw.ca

START PLANNING YOUR DREAM HOME
OR COTTAGE WITH CALICO LOG HOMES

Saltspring

Legislation that allows employers to ‘opt out’ of minimum legal
employment standards has resulted in substandard and unfair
working conditions and may be unconstitutional, according to a
study released in July by the Canadian Centre for Policy
Alternatives.
Bill 48 was passed by the provincial government in 2002 and,
among other things, excludes unionized workers from core
protections of the Employment Standards Act (ESA).
‘Negotiating Without a Floor: Unionized Worker Exclusion
from BC Employment Standards,’ by labour economist David
Fairey, finds that Bill 48 has had detrimental impacts to workers’
economic security in two key areas.
Overly collaborative or ‘employer-accommodating’ unions
can now legally negotiate substandard working conditions
(meaning collective agreement provisions below those required
under the ESA). Fairey reviewed 56 collective agreements signed
by the Christian Labour Association of Canada (CLAC), the
largest such union in BC. The majority had multiple substandard
clauses in areas such as overtime, vacation and termination pay,
and meal breaks. While CLAC frequently signed substandard
agreements prior to Bill 48, workers formerly had the right to file
grievances or appeal to the Employment Standards Branch or
Labour Relations Board—a right now denied.
Other unions simply lost minimum protections when Bill 48
was passed. Before Bill 48, they had signed agreements knowing
that if areas dealt with by the Employment Standards Act

Complete
Package from

$129,000

Calico has been manufacturing
quality log homes for over 35
years. We are dedicated to
manufacturing
the
highest
standard of log structures within
our industry. Based in Maple
Ridge, British Columbia, we have
access to some of the finest wood
resources in the world.

•
•
•
•
•

3 bedrooms
2 bathrooms
1018 sq ft main level
340 sq ft second level
1358 sq ft total

www.calicologhomes.com

14093 - 256th St, Maple Ridge, BC, V4R 1C9
Tel: 604.462.9608 • Toll-Free: 1.866.462.9608
info@calicolog.com • Fax: 604.462.9606

Our stringent quality control
process ensures that only the
best materials enter and leave
our facility. Using only premium
logs and a consistent production
process, our homes are built for
strength and beauty. We have
over 300 standard plans for
cottages and homes, which are
fully customizable thanks to our
in-house design team.
Call today to start planning your
dream home or cottage.
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Addition to Squitty Bay
park possible, funding
needed
The Islands Trust Fund Board is giving a $5,000 matching grant
from its Opportunity Fund to seed fundraising for new
oceanfront parkland on Lasqueti Island.
The newly formed Lasqueti Island Nature Conservancy and
the Islands Trust Fund are working together to protect a 38.5
hectare (95 acre) property on southeast Lasqueti Island. The
ecologically significant property features more than a kilometre
of rugged coastline with sheltered bays and beaches, as well as
older forests, a heritage orchard, a salmon-bearing creek, and
windswept coastal bluffs.
If the two groups can raise $250,000 by the end of October,
BC Parks will purchase the property for $1,340,000 and add it to
Squitty Bay Provincial Park. The property’s owners are selling
the property at a price well below market value because they
want to see it protected as a park.
This is the Lasqueti Nature Conservancy’s first major project.
‘It’s a rare opportunity to protect one of the Gulf Islands’ most
special places. I hope that this matching grant encourages people
to get out their cheque books,’ said Melinda Auerbach, director.
‘We also welcome pledges if people don’t want to write a cheque
right away. With only three months to raise this money it is
important that we receive donations and pledges as soon as
possible.’
‘The Islands Trust Fund Board established the Opportunity
Fund to assist partner agencies working on regionally important
conservation projects,’ said Lisa Dunn, Islands Trust Fund
manager. ‘The fund depends on donations from the general
public and sales of the Islands Trust Fund birthday calendars.
The Squitty Bay parkland acquisition project is exactly the type
of conservation project this fund was designed to support.’
More information about the property and a donation/pledge
form are available on the Islands Trust Fund’s website at
www.islandstrustfund.bc.ca. ✐

Deconstructing TILMA: Investment Protection
Patrick Brown
remier Gordon Campbell has been heavily promoting the
adoption by other provinces of the Trade, Investment, and
Labour Mobility Agreement (TILMA) signed by BC and
Alberta in April, 2006. ‘It’s time we make up our minds what
kind of country we want to be,’ he said at a recent meeting of
premiers in Iqaluit. Prime Minister Harper has echoed his
enthusiasm.
In fact, TILMA is a far-reaching deregulation and
privatization measure disguised as a trade agreement.
Trade barriers, Campbell is fond of saying, cost billions to the
province. The examples he cites are differences in labour
qualifications between provinces, as if this were the main focus
of TILMA. Much less often, provincial cabinet ministers cite
legislation that limits procurement by governments to local
suppliers, or imposes local content conditions, or uses different
standards and regulations.
But the investment protection provisions of TILMA are
seldom, if ever, mentioned; and this is where controversy lies.
TILMA requires the harmonization of government ‘measures’
affecting investment between jurisdictions. And which ‘measure’
(including virtually anything a government, provincial or local,
might do) doesn’t affect investment?

P

Yet Another ‘Free Trade’ Agreement
Over the last thirty years, ‘free trade’ agreements, both
multilateral and bilateral, have reduced tariffs and eliminated
barriers to trade between nations. Many, but not all, of these
agreements have also dealt with investments by foreigners,
requiring ‘national treatment’ and ‘most favoured nation’ status
(no discrimination), the prohibition of performance
requirements (such as local preference or employment
conditions for investment); and provision for arbitration of
disputes, with final decisions by an non-accountable ‘panel.’ All
these provisions occur in TILMA as well.
The purpose of these agreements is to restrict national
sovereignty, at least to the extent of regulation of business and
trade. That said, the writers of the TILMA text have done a
masterful job of distilling the features, good and bad, of trade
treaties around the world into a short, simple document.

"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Salt Spring Island: 2 bed / 3 bath energy
efficient home, 5.02 acres, pasture for
horse or sheep, workshop / carport,
sunny large deck, S/SW/W exposures.
Close to everything!
LiRead.com/1485.htm $890,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, 4 bed
home, spa room with inground pool,
sauna, & future hot tub area, close to
beach for swimming. Close to ferry.
LiRead.com/1188.htm $950,000

Mayne Island: Almost oceanfront
oceanview, dramatic views of Miner’s bay
& Active Pass, turn of the 20th Century
character home, superb water supply. All
day sun, organic garden, seasonal creek.
LiRead.com/1503.htm $869,000

Mayne Island: Oceanfront with deep
water dock, 2 master beds, 2 guest beds,
2.5 bath, large living, large kitchen, large
deck, sep. carport/workshop.
LiRead.com/1532.htm $898,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, 4.70 acres,
all day sun, developed drilled well,
driveway roughed in. Ready building site.
Zoned for home, sep. guest cottage, & sep.
studio.
LiRead.com/1291.htm $495,000

Salt Spring Island: Ocean glimpses, 3 bed,
2 bath home in prestigious Reginald Hill,
double garage, studio / workshop, access
to lovely beach & trails. Walk to Fulford
Village.
LiRead.com/1534.htm $589,000

Salt Spring Island: 700 ft of oceanfront &
small cove, deep water dock, sunlight
filled home, panoramic views from all
rooms. 9+ acres. Zoned for sep. guest
cottage & sep. studio.
LiRead.com/1544.htm $3,200,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, terrific
summer / weekend retreat, close to ocean,
walk for miles when tide is out, potential
seasonal moorage, lovely views.
LiRead.com/1539.htm $599,000

Li Read
RE/MAX Salt Spring
Each office independently
owned and operated.

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131
Fax: 250-537-4287
Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"

A Web of Treaties
The continuing efforts of
multinational corporations
and their captive nations to
ensure favourable treatment
and avoid restrictions on their
activities, particularly in the
developing world, has led to a
web
of
treaties
and
agreements which limit the
economic and trade initiatives
which may be taken by
sovereign countries.
Development strategies of
local preference, regional

development, conditional franchises, social improvement,
government monopolies, and infrastructure control are
frequently banned under trade and investment agreements.
(These strategies have been used extensively in the development
of the developed countries.) At the same time, large corporations
are able to take advantage of the cheapest sources of raw
materials, water, energy, and labour without any particular
responsibilities to match the rights they have acquired.
Transfer the scale of this to local government within the
provinces of BC and Alberta, and TILMA assures corporations of
similar favourable treatment through deregulation and the
opportunity to bid on ‘privatized’ government functions. It
becomes part of the web.

Expropriation and Compensation
The desire for ‘investment protection’ grew out of the uncertainty
felt by foreign investors about take-over of their enterprises by
the local government (expropriation or nationalization), or the
passing of local legislation which damaged their ability to do
business (‘regulatory expropriation’). International investors
sought protection from, or compensation for, these actions, and
recruited their own home governments to assist them in
ensuring this protection.
The result was generally accepted international laws which
provided for compensation at least for expropriations where they
were accompanied by appropriation by the expropriating
government (a definition for nationalization).
The rest was left up to treaties. Besides the multinational
treaties (GATT, WTO, NAFTA, CAFTA, the European Union, the
Energy Charter Treaty (eastern Europe), GATS, TRIMS, TRIPS,
MERCOSUR) there are now over 2,000 bilateral trade and
investment treaties. (There was also the ’90s stillborn
Multilateral Agreement on Investment (MAI).)

North American Agreement
As the largest and strongest trading nation, the US has been a
forceful promoter of bilateral treaties, but this has recently come
to a halt as the President’s ‘fast track’ negotiating authority was
not renewed this summer by Congress. (Fast Track referred to a
convention by which the President could sign a trade treaty and
then submit it for a no-quibble ‘yes’ or ‘no’ congressional vote,
without congressional modification.) Canada, for its part, has
also negotiated a number of bilateral treaties, known as FIPAs
(Foreign Investment Protection and Promotion Agreements).

NAFTA Chapter 11
Many of today’s international ‘investment protection’ treaties
(and TILMA) owe a great deal to NAFTA’s Chapter 11, the
provision that allows investor/state challenges for regulatory
expropriation. Here is the political provenance of this procedure.
Property rights are enshrined in the US Constitution (life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness) through the Fifth
Amendment, which stemmed from the feeling among the
framers of the constitution that there was a continuing threat to
private property from future government action.
DECONSTRUCTING TILMA, please turn to page 9

Coastal logs exported or left to rot ~ Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives
umerous opportunities to generate jobs from coastal
forests are routinely squandered and, in the absence of
much-needed reforms the situation will only worsen, says
a new study by the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives.
The study focuses on two troubling trends plaguing the coastal
industry: rising log exports and mounting wood waste. It finds
that the combined effect of wood waste and log exports was a loss
of an estimated 5,872 jobs in 2005 and 5,756 jobs in 2006.
‘Wood Waste and Log Exports on the BC Coast’ reveals that in
the last two years, on average, one in three usable logs were either
exported or left on the ground to rot.
‘Changes to BC forest policies beginning in 2003 paved the
way for increased log exports and numerous mill closures. With
each mill closure the pressure increases for further exports,’ says
resource policy analyst and report author Ben Parfitt. ‘Reversing
the present and vicious downward spiral of forest industry job
loss and coastal community upheaval is imperative and requires
a new approach by government.’
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The study finds that sharp rises in the wasting of logs match
changes to BC forest policies that allowed companies to leave
usable wood behind in exchange for nominal payments to the
provincial government. In 2005 alone, the usable logs wasted on
the coast would have filled the beds of 103,826 logging trucks—
enough to feed two large sawmills.
‘Adding insult to injury, rather than turning those logs into
forest products that could have locked carbon up for decades, they
were left to rot. That means more CO2 in the atmosphere, which
further complicates BC’s ability to meet its greenhouse gas
emissions reduction targets,’ says Parfitt. He recommends that
the province: restrict the ability of companies to export raw logs;
require companies to invest in new mills or upgrade existing ones;
and penalize companies for unacceptable levels of wood waste.
‘Staying the present course is a policy option, but not one that
most British Columbians would support. Bringing an end to log
exports and wood waste should be overriding policy objectives for
both the provincial and federal governments,’ concludes Parfitt. ✐

Water in Paradise ~ Barry Mathias
s someone who only gained a modicum of mathematical
understanding at school, I have always been in awe of
statistics and terms of measurement. For me to grasp the
meaning of a hectare or a kilogram, I have to define the term in
images that I recognize. So, when I read that the average person
drinks a cubic litre of water in a year, I have to know that that is
equivalent to three bathtubs before I can appreciate the quantity.
Apparently, the average home consumes between 50 and 100
cubic litres annually, and during that time each of us indirectly
consumes between 1,500 and 2,000 cubic litres to produce our
food, clothing and personal needs. That is a lot of bath water!
If we drop the cubic part, there are other statistics that are
equally astonishing. For instance, a cow needs between 2,0005,000 litres of water to produce a litre of milk; this wide variance
has something to do with the quality of the grass! It takes 1,000
litres to produce a kilo of wheat, and 3,000 litres to produce a
kilo of sugar. The eyes begin to glaze over.
When I was young I thought of water as an inexhaustible
phenomenon. My family lived in a house in London that had one
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DECONSTRUCTING TILMA from page 8
Subsequent jurisprudence in the US conceives of private
property as a ‘bundle’ of rights, each of which is separable from
the others, and each of which has a determinable value.
Therefore, any attempt by the government to remove any of
those rights, by direct expropriation or by regulation, leads to a
right of compensation. (For further discussion of US property
rights and ‘takings’ law, see Island Tides, December 14, 2006 or
look for the TILMA reprints section at www.islandtides.com.)
On the other hand, Canadian constitutional law (peace,
order, and good government) does not include property rights.
In fact, recorded discussions at the time of the adoption of the
Charter of Rights make it clear that this was a deliberate
omission, not an accidental one. As a result, any rights to
compensation are contained in statute law, and expropriation
statutes in Canada mandate compensation (usually at market
value) for expropriations accompanied by government
appropriation.
However, in Canada, the restriction of property uses that
might result from legislation does not usually lead to a right of
compensation, unless that legislation specifically provides for
this. (However, the law does usually provide for compensation in
a situation where property, as a result of legislation, has no
practical economic use.)
Because Canadian law differs from US law, the US required
Chapter 11, the purposes of which were to extend the US concept
of ‘regulatory takings’ to Canada and Mexico and to provide for
panel decisions on investor/state disputes. (In fact, through the
legislation authorizing NAFTA, US and Mexican investors in
Canada have property rights not available to Canadian investors
through the Charter.)
And thus similar provisions in TILMA, which also have the
additional (deliberate?) effect of extending these rights to all
Albertan investors.
Could TILMA overrule the Charter of Rights in this way,
particularly since it was established pursuant to the Agreement
on Internal Trade? (It has been referred to as a ‘new constitution’
for Canada.)

An Agreement ‘Extreme’—
Unprecedented Chill
The existence of investor rights to obtain compensation when
their ability to make a profit is adversely affected by laws,
regulations, or other ‘measures’ clearly has a ‘chilling’ effect on
government. The extension of these rights through TILMA to
Canadian investors from another province, and to municipal,
institutional, and provincial government ‘measures’ applies this
‘chill’ to a much wider range of government action than before,
particularly at the local government level.
The chill is made explicit by Clause 9, which requires that,
during the Transitional Period (which started in April 2007)
‘Parties shall: ensure that no measure listed in Part VI is
amended or renewed in a manner that would decrease its
consistency with this Agreement’. In other words, TILMA chills
government from the very start.
Normally, concern about this would be mitigated by the
exemptions provided in the TILMA, as listed above. But the
protection provided by these exemptions is limited by TILMA’s
clause 6 (1) (b), which says that such measures should be ‘not
more restrictive than necessary.’
Such a restriction on the exemptions is unusual in
international investor protection treaties. International trade law
usually accepts the exemptions as just that: absolute exemptions.
But even in the case of public security and safety, the TILMA
clause provides for challenges by aggrieved parties. These
challenges may be opposed, of course, by the government
involved, but a claim by a challenger that the same ‘legitimate
objective’ can be accomplished by a less restrictive measure is
not easily rebuffed, particularly when an apparently less

toilet, two sinks and a bathtub that I avoided whenever possible.
Our water consumption was, in comparison to today’s norm,
quite low. The joke at the time was that a glass of Thames water
from our taps had been through eight people already. Strangely,
it did not put us off drinking water.
On the Southern Gulf Islands there is a recent huge increase
in buildings, many of immense proportions, and most of them
with three or more washrooms. Daily showering is normal,
underground watering systems are commonplace, and then
there are private pools, vehicles to wash and, in summer when
the visitors come to share our paradise, the loo-flushing
increases by incalculable cubic meters.
Should we worry? Can we assume that our small lakes will
provide enough of the pure stuff for an ever-increasing
population, and that our wells will, magically, draw on everabundant aquifers? Are we ready to consider alternatives that
may cause us some dramatic changes in our lifestyle, or will we
wait like lemmings for a miracle? ✐

restrictive measure, claiming the same objectives, may be in use
elsewhere. Governments have consistently lost cases of this type
under the AIT. It is difficult to prove a negative.
This raises the question of the real purpose of such a
provision. The incentive to ‘harmonize’ to a ‘least restrictive’
measure is clearly there, as is the mechanism to force an even
less restrictive measure should one be found; a race to the
regulatory nadir.
This procedure clearly places the investor’s ‘rights’ over the
public interest, even when the ‘legitimate objectives’ in question
are the basic purposes of government.
Under TILMA, panel hearings are open to the public, but the
arbitration, negotiations, and documentation that must precede
the hearings are not. Given that the process is designed to avoid
hearings if possible, it is difficult to see how the public can be
assured that the public interest has been properly represented,
particularly if the provincial government is representing local
government in the process. (One of the most significant NAFTA
cases, the Ethyl MMT dispute, was settled in secret without ever
proceeding to tribunal.)
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Calling all wine and cuisine
afficionados on the islands

Many Islands’ residents and visitors enjoy the Cowichan Wine &
Culinary Festival each year. This year’s festival, whose title
sponsor is Island Savings Credit Union, promises to be bigger
and better than ever, with an increasing number of participating
venues and the growing international popularity of the event.
The 3rd annual Cowichan Wine & Culinary Festival takes
place September 28–30. Activities include touring local
wineries, sampling local wines, cider and cuisine, attending
special dinners, and enjoying live entertainment.
As the event gets bigger more volunteers are needed and
those who love local wine and cuisine are being encouraged to
volunteer their help. Volunteer duties include brochure
distribution, assisting festival participants at the host venues,
coordinating traffic and shuttle stops, lead-up promotions, and
extolling the virtues of local wines and food.
Potential volunteers are asked to contact Island Savings’
Marsha Molyneaux at 250-748-4728. More information on the
festival is online at www.wines.cowichan.net. ✐

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…
We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.
Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

250.539.2936
SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND

WATERFRONT PROPERTY
FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND

4.95

Even Exempted Measures May Be
Challenged
Not only that, unlike most other trade agreements, TILMA
provides that even an exempted measure be, ‘not more
DECONSTRUCTING TILMA, please turn to page 10
THE

7

ACRE LOTS

R ICHARD H ILL

A MEX B ROADWAY W EST R EALTY

604-948-0434

WWW.WESTCOASTLAND.NET

"From the first Blue Sky
Architecture have been
regionalists in the best
sense of the term. They
have been deeply involved
with the ecology and
topography of southern
British Columbia and its
wonderful interweave of sea,
forest, and rock ."

TILMA—Only A Short Exemptions List
Like most ‘investor protection’ agreements worldwide, TILMA
has a list of measures that may be exempted for a short list of
‘legitimate objectives’:
a) public security and safety;
b) public order;
c) protection of human, animal or plant life or health;
d) protection of the environment;
e) conservation and prevention of waste of non-renewable or
exhaustible resources;
f) consumer protection;
g) protection of the health, safety and well-being of workers;
h) provision of social services and health services within the
territory of a Party;
i) affirmative action programs for disadvantaged groups; or
j) prevention or relief of critical shortages of goods essential to
a Party
This is the total list and clearly there are important
omissions, such as education, land use planning,
environmental measures, and culture.

$189,900
TO

HELLIWELL + SMITH
BLUE SKY ARCHITECTURE

4090 Bayridge Ave West Vancouver BC V7V 3K1
t 01 604 921 8646 f 01 604 921 0755
bsa@blueskyarchitecture.com
www.blueskyarchitecture.com

What are your
options?
Find out from your
Gulf Islands’ alternative
energy specialists

Energy Options

Nancy Waxler Morrison

energyoptions@telusnet

Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island VK V

Biodiversity Protection Fund

electrical contractors • solar • wind • microhydro systems

If you have Fawn Lilies, an Eagle Tree,
Frog-filled wetlands, Garry Oaks, Red-wing
Blackbird nests or other places on your land and are
thinking of protecting them, the Pender Island
Conservancy Association can help. This fund can
defray the costs of placing a protective conservation
covenant on part of your land on the Penders.
Call or email Barrie Morrison:
629-3774 (evenings) • barrie@interchange.ubc.ca

JAKOBSEN

ASSOCIATES
C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes
K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com
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Government grant will aid development
of biodiversity strategy
Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) has received
$40,000 from the province to continue its work
on developing a biodiversity strategy for British
Columbia. Ducks Unlimited Canada is a
member of Biodiversity BC’s steering
committee, along with a number of
governmental and non-governmental agencies
and organizations.
Biodiversity is defined as the variety of living
things, the ecosystems in which they live and
the ways they interact with each other—
continually adapting in order to survive under
constantly changing conditions. BC’s
biodiversity strategy will provide provincial,
regional and local governments, industry,
conservation organizations and communities
with a range of ‘tools’ to conserve ecosystems,
as well as species and their habitat.
Ducks Unlimited Canada is a non-profit

SHORELINE DESIGN
www.shorelinedesign.ca

NGO that has been committed to wetland
conservation for more than 65 years. (As much
as 70% of Canada’s original wetlands have been
lost in some areas of the country.) President
Neil Downey comments, ‘Helping to develop a
biodiversity strategy for BC is a natural
extension of the work we do, and this money
will help us achieve that goal.’
DUC’s conservation efforts take many
forms. On-the-ground work is guided by the
wetland and environmental research of its
scientists. Ducks Unlimited also works to
change policy in favour of wetland and habitat
conservation, and delivers wetland and
environmental education programs to teach
Canadians about wetlands and the need to
conserve them.
For more information on Ducks Unlimited
Canada, visit: www.ducks.ca. ✐

CENSUS from page 1
As for youth, 18.9% of Salt Spring's population is under 19;
this compares to 11.6% for the Southern Gulf Islands, 15.3% for
Gabriola, and 13.7% for Qualicum Beach. The provincial figure is
23.2%.

Building Continues . . .

The Southern Gulf Islands saw a 10.5% increase in their housing
stock in 2001–2006. Compared to the population increase of
18.4%, this may mean that a number of new residents moved
into houses that were previously held as recreational properties.
Comparative housing stock increases were: Salt Spring: 4.4%,
Gabriola: 11.4%, and Qualicum Beach: 20.1%. The province as a
whole saw an 8.8% increase in housing stock. ✐

• fully insured
• excellent
references
Peter Christenson

250-629-8386

specializing in water access
over steep & rugged terrain

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF
INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that Saturna
Beach Strata Corporation of
Vancouver, British Columbia
intends to make application to
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region
office
for
an
amendment to our current
Dock License situated on
Provincial Crown Land located
at Plumper Sound, Saturna
Beach, Saturna Island, B.C.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is #140816. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed to
the Section Head, Crown Land
Adjudication Suite at 142-2080
Labieux Road, Nanaimo, BC,
V9T 6J9. Comments will be
received by ILMB until July 20,
2007. ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website
at
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/clad
/land_prog_services/programs.
html
under
the
link:
Applications & Reason for
Decision database for more
information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau’s regional
office.

MARMOT from page 2
supplies, erosion, invasive species proliferation (Scotch broom,
fireweed etc) extreme fire hazards, massive log jams, sprawling
subdivisions and of course, extinctions. Logging has utterly
destroyed the balances of nature which once allowed wolves,
cougars, Golden eagles and marmots to coexist together on the
landscape.
The annual distribution of fresh, lab-bred marmot pups into
this extremely degraded habitat may offer some fancy PR photoops, but without habitat protection and restoration, the
Vancouver Island marmot will remain entirely dependent on
artificial means such as captive breeding for their survival.
And ultimately, after the companies have logged and flogged
all of their remaining forestlands they will disappear too.
Weyerhaeuser abandoned the VIM Recovery Project when it
cut-and-run from Vancouver Island after seven years of gutting
marmot habitat. As the logging companies laugh their way to the
bank, the beleaguered tax-payer will ultimately be responsible
for the enormous costs of cleaning up the mess.
Ingmar Lee planted trees on Vancouver Island for 21 years and
has seen the scale of devastation firsthand. He now works to
protect what’s left of the forests. He can be reached through his
website: www.ingmarlee.com. ✐
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Beginning July 12, 2007, there are
new requirements for cattle producers;
slaughterhouses; feed, pet food and
fertilizer manufacturers; waste management facilities and others who handle,
transport or dispose of cattle remains.

PLUMPER SOUND

Everyone involved must be prepared.
Visit www.inspection.gc.ca/bse or call
1-800-442-2342 to learn more.

Fifty Years of Rootstock ~ Harry Burton
ou don’t always know what you’ve got till
it’s gone. How true.
John Traas has retired after many years of
running Traas Nursery in Langley, BC, and,
unfortunately, the nursery will not continue to
operate. The nursery was started by John’s
father in the late 1950s. John starting working
there at age 12.
John took over the business from his father
in 1975, although his father stayed close to the
business after retirement. John’s father passed
away just before Christmas 2006 at age 93,
having still had a presence in the nursery until
age 92. So in total, John worked 45 years with
his father.
You might say that losing a nursery is not
serious because there are lots of nurseries
everywhere in Canada, but Traas Nursery was
unique and no one else in Canada comes close
to filling their niche.
Traas Nursery was the only grower in
Canada producing rootstock for the fruit
industry. In total they grow 11 varieties of apple
rootstock, 1 cherry rootstock and 2 plum
rootstock. The nursery sold about 750,000
rootstock per year. Almost every fruit tree
grafted in Canada is grown on Traas rootstock.
They will be greatly missed.

Y

What We’ll Miss
The loss is immense, for a variety of reasons:
a) John, has almost 50 years of experience
growing a very large range of rootstock, with no
one to pass this knowledge on to;
b) The nursery was full of the stooling beds
which produce these rootstocks, so the source
of the rootstock is lost;
c) the equipment, the storage sheds, the
setup is lost forever; and
d) the greatest loss, is that there is no next
generation taking over this skill.

What Made It A Tough
Enterprise
The challenges that have faced John in running
Traas Nursery are many:
a) income only comes in during a short
period of time every year.
b) good farm labour (dependable and
willing to learn) is almost impossible to find;
c) weather has been very uncooperative,
especially in the spring when rootstock needs to
be dug up;
d) the declining fruit industry has had a
negative effect on the need for rootstock and
rootstock demand has been hard to predict, so
some years excess rootstock has had to be
burned;
e) there was no one interested in continuing
the business;
f) with the death of John’s father, the
settling of the estate meant the loss of some of
DECONSTRUCTING TILMA from page 9
restrictive to trade, investment or labour
mobility than necessary to achieve that
legitimate objective’ and that it not be ‘a
disguised restriction to trade, investment, or
labour mobility.’
This provides an opening for challenges to
virtually any ‘measure’ at provincial,
institutional, or local government level,
whether for a legitimate objective or not. And,
like Chapter 11, TILMA provides an
‘investor/state dispute settlement procedure’ to
handle these challenges setting it outside the
law.
The result is a charter for deregulation,
privatization, liberalization, and legislative
chill which challenges the sovereignty of
democratic government at all provincial,
institutional, and local levels.

Exceptions (Different from
Exemptions)
TILMA also includes, as an annex, a list of
‘exceptions’ for both provinces, including
legislation related to aboriginals, water,
taxation, regulated rates, energy, forests, fish
and wildlife, and social policy; disaster relief,
assistance for publishers, sound recordings,
films, recreation, academic research, and nonprofits; certain procurements (including hiring
lawyers!), energy and minerals, motor carrier
licensing, regional economic development (‘not
more trade restrictive than necessary’) and
disposal of hazardous and waste materials.
For BC, special exceptions are listed to
protect BC Hydro operations, commercial
vehicle insurance, and agricultural trade
restrictions. Alberta’s list is shorter but similar.
These lists illustrate that the provincial
governments have been careful to remove from
TILMA existing provincial legislation, which
might invite challenge. Neither the exemptions
nor the exceptions will give any comfort to
institutions and local government.

the nursery land and buildings.

A Fabulous History
Despite all this, what a truly fabulous history
Traas Nursery has established over 48 years.
John’s father was a remarkable person. From
an early age, he had worked in his father’s
orchard in Holland and it was his innate love of
plants, which led him to further horticultural
study. After a flood destroyed his orchards in
Holland in 1953, he decided not to continue in
Holland, so with his wife and six children, he
emigrated to Canada.
Still interested in the fruit business, he
working in orchards and packing houses in the
Okanagan. When pondering setting up his own
orchard, he realized there was no supply of
good rootstock in Canada or the US and he saw
his niche.
The rootstock business was familiar to him,
as he had been an agricultural extension agent
in Holland. He also realized that the Langley
area with its mild winters would be much better
for growing rootstock than the Okanagan.
So in the late 1950s, he acquired land in
Langley. After obtaining the rootstock variety
from Europe, he proceeded to propagate it at
Traas Nursery. Times were difficult at the
beginning and for the first three years, they sold
little and burned most of their product to get rid
of it.
Finally after three years, they sold some
M111 to the Okanagan, and word of their
rootstock spread. They were launched. Through
hard work and determination, Mr Traas senior
broke new ground in the fruit industry by
propagating dwarfing rootstock.
For many years he was a member of the
International Plant Propagators Society, from
which he derived much help and pleasure. In
1982, the Canadian Society for Horticulture
Science recognized Traas senior’s exceptional
service to the tree-fruit industry of Canada.
So now, John is also leaving this very
difficult and challenging job. He has sure done
his share of the work and performed a great
service to the fruit industry. I hope he gets time
to enjoy some of the fruits of his labour.
John produced great rootstock and had
incredible varieties. He sold my rootstock of
choice, Alnarp 2 and M111. I can’t imagine
where we are going to get our rootstock next
year.
Harry Burton runs Apple Luscious Organic
Orchard on Salt Spring Island which grows
350 varieties of apples. He is a key part of the
Salt Spring Apple Festival (9th Annual on
September 30), listed by Tourism Canada as
one of the top 10 food and wine festivals in the
province. Harry occasional transforms into
his alter ego Captain Apple. ✐

Meanwhile Federal
Government Backtracks
There has been something of a gap in Canada’s
negotiations of bilateral international
investment protection agreements. Between
2001 and 2007, the federal Department of
Foreign Affairs and International Trade
(DFAIT) was revising its agreements ‘template’
in the light of its experience with NAFTA and
other agreements, such as the UPS attack on
Canada Post.
It has narrowed the scope of protected
investments, and added about fifty pages of
reservations and exceptions. ‘Indirect
expropriation’ is also redefined; adverse
economic impact on investment is no longer
sufficient to make a case.
Canada now takes the position that foreign
investors must be prepared to tolerate a wide
range of regulation in the public interest; this is
in line with the international trend which
regards investment protection as a means to
protect investors from unfair treatment but not
a means to provide insurance from all forms of
state interference.
As the network of investor protection
agreements ensnares governments around the
world, an additional concern has arisen: that a
foreign investor, once established, is in a
position to take advantage of the host country’s
‘most favoured nation’ agreements with other
countries. (This also has its counterpart in
TILMA.) Federally, Canada is attempting to
ensure that this does not happen in future
international agreements.

Legislation
The BC government introduced legislation this
spring to enforce through the courts any
arbitration or panel awards resulting from
TILMA investor/state actions. Introduced on
March 15, it was left to die on the order paper at
the end of the session, possibly to avoid debate.
The government had previously blocked any
attempts by the opposition to debate TILMA. ✐
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ISLAND
MARINE

WATER TAXI
Serving All The
Southern
Gulf Islands

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

Docside Charters

250-217-4488

Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile
Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

Cortes Island: An opportunity
to participate on an organic mixed
farm. For a person, couple or family
who would enjoy growing their
own food, are looking for a healthy
lifestyle, want to live in a small
community, and be willing to
live without some conveniences.
Email for more information:
bjlfarm@planet-save.com

Ph: 250-537-9710

ISLAND EXPLORER

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT LTD.

HELP WANTED

GSA Auto Rentals
Monthly Rentals
from $525
Mention this ad &
get 10% off first
month’s rental.

Rent or Lease
Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Trucks
We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788
GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS
• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS

• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL
TRANSMISSION SERVICE
✔Road test by qualified
technician
✔Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
✔40-point driveline
safety check

only

39
for cars

$

.95
*

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)

* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

250-654-0230
Southern Gulf

The Trust Fund Board is seeking
new board members from the
Gulf Islands / Howe Sound area for
a three-year term. Honorarium and
travel expenses paid. For more
information
please
visit
www.islandstrustfund.bc.ca/board/
join.cfm Application deadline:
August 10, 2007
Salt Spring Island Co-operative
Preschool is seeking a part-time
(Tues, Wed, Thurs) Early Childhood
Educator (ECE) commencing
September 2007. Our preschool has
a learning through play philosophy
and an ECE should work well with
children and their families. Please
send resume to kozy4@telus.net.
For further information contact
Sabrina at 250-537-9967.

Bulk Water Delivery Ltd

• 3000gals Drinking Water •

Tank Filling, Cleaning,
Sales & Rentals
Pool Filling

250-474-7912

Pender Island: South Pender,
large lot, 2 bedrooms and short
walk to the ocean. $900
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

CERTIFIED
SEPTIC SYSTEMS
Planning + Installation
Permits + Repairs
Central Vancouver Island
& The Gulf Islands

250-758-5169
Cell: 250-756-8781

REAL ESTATE
• 100% Financing—
No Down Payment
• Self Employed—
No Proof of Income
• Damaged Credit
• Discharged
Bankruptcies
• Bank Turned Down

Invites
applications
(from
Gulf
Islands
Teachers’ Association
[GITA] members only)
for the following 07/08
temporary positions:

Danielle Buchanan
& Art Price

• Primary/Intermediate
teacher

Mortgage Specialists

• VAMT 11, Yearbook
11/12, English 10

danielle.buchanan@vericoselect.com

1-866-999-9740

• Science 9, 10 and
Math 10E

FOR SALE
Bathtub Refinishing. Professional
reglazing of standard and clawfoot
tubs. Call Perma-Coat 250-537-2526.

CE VAESE
N
A ROOFING
Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198

STANDING SEAM
METAL ROOFING
FOR WATER
COLLECTION SYSTEMS
ALSO

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks Garage Decks
and Roofdecks
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

  or
  

Servicing the Gulf Islands

MOVED
HOMES
40+ buildings
available
www.nickelbros.com

1-866-606-2237

Book Review by Patrick Brown

Come on in!
 
alumitubs@telusnet

ALLIANCE DRILLING

• Residential and
commercial well drilling
• Well pump and water
treatment systems
• BC Licenced Driller
since 1994
• FREE on-site consultation
• Hydro fracturing to
improve low yield wells
1 866 834 1600 / 250 391 6107
www.alliancedrilling.ca

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

COMPLETE WATER
WELL SERVICES

FREE
SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL

Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

Gulf Islands
Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan

www.flynn.ca

1-250-744-6842

1-877-652-0599

BOXED ADS Start at $30

is a one-way medium—you may shout back at the images
on your screen, but nobody’s listening. Secondly, those
images appeal to the emotions more than to reason—
Gore, who seeks the roots of an argument, tells us why the
brain works that way, and why television images shortcut
our thinking. Third, television costs money: this leads not
only to the control of the TV media by a few large
corporations, but also to the need for large amounts of
money by those politicians who wish to reach the voter.
The media corporations, of course, find it convenient to
ensure that the government is aligned with their interests;
and the government, wishing to ensure that its message
gets out, find the same alignment convenient.
The politicians find it easiest to raise money not from
their citizen constituents, but from organizations and
corporations which, to put it kindly, do not necessarily
represent the wisdom of the people.
Meanwhile, the written word receives less and less
attention. Newspapers, which depend on advertising
revenues, lose to voracious television. Few people read;
most watch TV many hours a day.
For the moneyed and powerful with their own agenda,
whether they seek more money or more power, or both,
this is a fertile field for growing their interests. The system
propagates lies just as well as truth; corporate media
organizations with their own interests have their own
messages to add.
A bleak outlook. But Gore is not a man to give up in the
face of overwhelming odds, as we have seen. His hope lies
with the internet, and he is quick to warn of politicians and
corporations who would seek to control it.
He poses the questions: ‘Will we continue to live as a
people under the rule of law as embodied in our
Constitution? Or will we fail future generations by leaving
them a Constitution far diminished from the charter of
liberty we have inherited from our forebears?’
The ring of oratory, and the sound of history, are both
there, and not only for the United States of America. An
essential book.

SHORT HISTORY from page 3
through the pages of The Principia: Mathematical Principles of Natural
Philosophy. Even then he intentionally made it difficult to understand so that
he wouldn’t be pestered by mathematical ‘smatterers’ as he called them.
Another character is the scientific giant Fred Hoyle, who came up with the
idea that nostrils evolved to be on the bottom of the human nose to avoid
pathogens falling into them as they drift down from space. Hoyle, who coined
the term ‘Big Bang’, was described in an obituary in Nature as a ‘cosmologist
and controversialist’ and ‘put his name to much rubbish.’
To those people interested in numbers this has more numbers and larger
numbers than you can imagine. For example from any one spot on a clear
night you can see about 2,000 stars. With the aid of binoculars this rises to
50,000. But with a 16-inch telescope you can see somewhere between 50,000
and 100,000 galaxies of stars, each containing tens of billions of stars.
The nearest of these millions of billions of stars is Alpha Centauri which is
4.3 light years or 25 trillion miles from Earth. These numbers rather blow
away the possibilities of interstellar travel or visitations to earth by extraterrestrial beings. Is there life on other planets? Most probably. What is the
chance that we will ever contact them? About zero.
Biology is not short of large numbers either. Did you know that a human
body contains about 10 quadrillion human cells and about 100 billion
bacterial cells? However on the page before this Bryson writes, ‘If you are in
good health and averagely diligent about hygiene, you will have a herd of
about one trillion bacteria grazing on your fleshy plains—about a hundred
thousand of them on every square centimeter of skin.’ Now for those figures
to be correct I would have to have 1,000 square metres of skin and that’s
about a quarter acre. I am 6 feet tall, 200 pounds and have more wrinkles
than I can count but I don’t have that much skin. Whilst I don’t think Bill has
a couple of kangaroos loose in the top paddock (as they would say in
Australia), I do think that he has a few zeroes gone astray. I would not advise
anyone to use this book as the sole reference to back up his or her claims on
a trivia quiz night.
If you want to check any facts or learn more about a topic this book is
comprehensively indexed and the notes and bibliography extend to 50 pages,
so it is a good reference to an enormous range of scientific subjects. It is
strange that this book contains no illustrations or other graphics. It is full of
timelines that could so easily have been presented graphically.
How old is the Earth? How did life start? For the answers to these and
hundreds of other questions, how these answers were discovered and who
discovered them, one of the quickest ways of finding out is to read A Short
History of Nearly Everything.

The Assault on Reason, Al Gore, Penguin, New York,
2007, $25.95 in the US, $32.50 in Canada. ✐

A Short History of Nearly Everything, Bill Bryson, Doubleday Canada
(2003), $39.95. ✐

Democracy Versus Television
Democracy, says Al Gore, has not survived television. This
is the same Al Gore who has so successfully used film and
television to tell the world about global climate change.
But he’s chosen to write a book, The Assault on Reason, to
make his case. (Among other things, this book explains
why it’s a book and not a movie—you can’t explain the
reason for reason on the screen.)
This is also the Al Gore who might well have been
President of the United States for the past seven years
(imagine that). But this book is not about voting fraud. It
does devote some scathing chapters to the record of the
Bush II administration, but it’s not really about that either.
It is about how politics are conducted in the US today,
and how television has changed America from a nation of
reasoned consideration to a nation blinded by fear and
manipulated through the control of information and the
distortion of the political system.
The framers of the US Constitution, says Gore,
anticipated the growth of a nation which was literate,
capable of reasoning, and whose citizens would take the
time to become informed on the issues of the day and
express their opinions through the political system.
America’s ‘founding fathers’ also expected that the
people’s congressional representatives and their president
would hear those opinions and act in accordance with
them.
In fact, they counted on two-way communication,
allowing for discussion, debate, and the true expression of
what these few men (and they were nearly all men,
wealthy for their time) who designed the US political
system believed would be the combined wisdom of the
people.
Communication in those days depended on the written
word; the crafting of pamphlets and the production of
newspapers shaped the media landscape. These
documents took time to write and took time to read, and
demanded of both the writer and the reader that they
present reasoned argument. Pure polemic—and there was
much—could be recognized, if not on first reading, then on
the second.
Radio did not change this much (Marshall McLuhan
can explain why). But television has, for several reasons. It
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Have a safe boating summer!
Recreational boating should be fun! But it must also be safe.
Whether you own, borrow or rent a pleasure craft, make sure it
is in good working order and properly equipped before heading
out. More tips from Transport Canada’s Office of Boating Safety
follow.

Lifejackets Are for Everyone
Roughly 90% of the fatalities on the water are because people
weren’t wear lifejackets. Ensure you have a Canadian-approved
lifejacket for everyone on board, that it is in good condition
(working zippers & buckles, clean fabric, no tears), and that it is
the proper sized for each person—and make sure it is worn!
A lifejacket must be Canadian-certified. A simple way to find
out if it has been approved in Canada is to check for English and
French on the tag. Then look more closely for approval from
Transport Canada, Department of Fisheries and Oceans or the
Canadian Coast Guard. Lifejackets are now available in various
colours, sizes and for various water activities. For example, a
kayaker can purchase a lifejacket that has no bulk in the
shoulders. Wearing a lifejacket is a good practice for strong
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swimmers and non-swimmers alike because it is a first line of
defence against the Pacific Ocean’s cold water.

Be Prepared
The Office of Boating Safety reminds boaters of equipment they
should have on board. Check the Safe Boating Guide for the
minimum gear required for your vessel size. Most boats need:
•
floating heaving line
•
flares and/or flashlight
•
manual bilge pump and/or bailer
•
navigation lights
•
paddles and/or anchor
•
fire extinguisher(s)
•
pea-less whistle and/or horn
•
life jackets / PFDs

The Pleasure Craft Operator Card
Boaters can learn all about boating safety by taking an approved
Boating Safety course and obtaining their Pleasure Craft Operator
Card. This course will become mandatory in the future. ✐
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Tiny church with a long history.

120 years in the valley
Gail Neumann

The Burgoyne United Church on Salt Spring Island celebrated
its 120th anniversary on July 15. Lay Minister, Bryan Adderley
arrived by horse and buggy in the spirit of Ebenezer Robson—
one of the first Methodist missionary ministers to the Island. He
gave a short and lively rendition of the salvation message as
Robson might have done, then recounted the history of
missionaries who served the Island from the late 1800’s, and
told of the subsequent building and development of the church.
The United Church Women attended in costume. Sharon
Hawke presided and Angela Voegeli played the organ. Many
others participated in the service and then stayed to serve tea
afterwards. Rev Ruth Cairns, the Minister, read the benediction.
Preparations for the celebration included building a ramp for
wheelchair access, a welcome addition for at least two of the
congregation. The church was filled to capacity and after the
service the crowd spilled out into the sun to enjoy tea, birthday
cake and community within the white picket fence that borders
the historic church. ✐

Writing Effective Letters
This article found its way into Island Tides’ email attachment
folder, we don’t know where from. Thank you to the sender.
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Ever got so steamed up about an issue you wanted to talk to
politicians or public figures about it? Letter writing is a very
effective way of getting your point across and the weight of many
individual letters makes a real difference. ‘Never doubt that a
small group of thoughtful committed citizens can change the
world, indeed it’s the only thing that ever has,’ said famous writer
and anthropologist, Margaret Mead.
However we can run out of steam before we get the words
down. To make it easier to get started here are some tips:
• The more personal your letter is, the more influence it has.
Say what’s on your mind and in your heart. Use your own words
wherever possible, but don’t think you have to write like an
expert to have influence.
• Handwrite your letter if your handwriting is legible and this
is easy for you. If you prefer to type a letter, make sure you sign
it and then add a handwritten postscript and handwrite the
address on the envelope.
• It’s best to be brief, clear and specific. Keep your letter to
one page if possible.
• State your opinion and your specific request within the first
few sentences.
• Always ask the policy maker to state her or his position in a
response to your letter or ask them a question that you say you
would like them to answer.
• Be courteous and reasonable. Show respect for the policy
makers you contact, even when you know you disagree with
them. We are all in this together and will have to work together
to find the solutions.
• Include your address on your letter as well as your envelope
(an envelope can get lost) and the date.

Other Enhancements
• Enclose an article that has bearing on the issue you are
writing about.
• Describe how the issue affects you personally or your
community.
• Some people like putting a topic note on the envelope, say,
‘GHG reductions needed now!’
• Write or call a second time. Once they have given you a reply,
a follow-up can have a stronger impact on policymakers and
their aides than the initial communication. Thank the policy
maker for taking a ‘correct’ stand or ask for clarification or
question any unsatisfactory answers they have given you.
Always ask them to respond to your letter.
• Keep a copy of your letter and responses. You never know
when you might want to refer exactly to something you said
before or that was said to you. ✐

