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Morfitt to audit
ferry safety
Former Auditor General George Morfitt
will start an independent review of BC
Ferries’ safety policies, procedures and
practices at once, with a report to be
made public towards the end of the year.
Morfitt and his team will examine
whether BC Ferries complies not only
with the rules of the Canada Shipping
Act, but also with its own safety
management system.
‘The safety of our customers and crew
is our first priority,’ said David Hahn, BC
Ferries’ president and CEO. But
questions have been raised this year
following the shipwreck of the Queen of
the North, followed a few days later by
the resignation of the company’s newly
hired safety director.
In a lawsuit against the company, he
claimed that he had warned company
officials that safety practices and
training were inadequate; the company’s
statement of defence declared that he
had not.
‘It is our intention to carry out a major
audit of this nature every five years,’ says
Hahn. Morfitt’s team will collect
information through management, union
and employee interviews, reviewing
documents, systems and processes,
performing inspections and gathering
relevant material from sources outside of
BC Ferries. 

Fire awareness
essential during
heat wave
Southern sections of British Columbia
are experiencing record-breaking
temperatures. The hot, dry weather is
forecast to continue till the end of July.
At press time a major forest wildfire
has been burning overnight in the Cable
Bay area of Galiano Island. The fire
began at 5pm Sunday, July 23 and is
thought to be have been a preventable
(human-caused) fire.
Other Islands’ fire departments are
responding as well as provincial water
bombers.
Galiano is a wildland-urban interface
area with many homes among the trees.
A state of emergency has been
declared and Emergency Social Services
are in operation. More than 100 people
have been evacuated to other homes and
the Lions Hall reception centre.
The extreme drying trend applies to
the majority of the province. The public
is reminded to use extreme caution
when in forested areas and to check for
FIRE AWARENESS, please turn to page 6
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A tiny Galiano Bay basks in the summer heatwave.

BCUC rules VITR will be overhead
It’s overhead wires—again—for the new
electrical transmission line to Vancouver
Island. The BC Utilities Commission
(BCUC) approved the BC Transmission
Corporation’s (BCTC) application for the
Vancouver
Island
Transmission
Reinforcement (VITR) project. The
proposal is to replace the forty-year-old
high-voltage DC lines, which run through
Tsawwassen and across Galiano, Parker,
and Salt Spring Islands, with a new
overhead AC line by October 2008. The
new line will provide power generated on
the BC mainland to Vancouver Island.
The Commission ruled that there was
a need for a new line, and that alternatives
put forward by Sea Breeze Power
Corporation and others would be more
expensive than BCTC’s proposal. It rejected
arguments that overhead lines were a
health hazard to those who lived nearby,
and that the existence of the line reduced
the value of nearby property.
BCUC’s decision clearly identified costeffectiveness (i.e. minimum cost) as the
most important factor in determining the
public interest. The Revised Hearing
Issues List included several questions
related to the relative socioeconomic
impacts of the alternatives, including
safety, reliability, health, aesthetic,
recreation, habitat, First Nations and
construction impacts.
There are, said the Commission, no
routes without adverse impacts on
someone. This was particularly relevant
when it came to considering alternative
routes through South Delta, where
residents organized as TRAHVOL
(Tsawwassen Residents Against High
Voltage Overhead Lines) both objected to
the proposed routing and requested that
the lines be placed underground. Much

the same considerations motivated the
Salt Spring Island-based IRAHVOL (Island
Residents etc. etc.)

Alternatives
Among the options considered by the
Commission were alternative routes
through or around the Tsawwassen area,
and the burying of portions of the line
through Tsawwassen and across the Gulf
Islands.
Other alternatives considered were a
proposal by Sea Breeze, subsequently
withdrawn, to run a ‘HVDC Light’ line
underground and underwater from the
mainland to Vancouver Island, and an
alternative Sea Breeze proposal to run
another ‘HVDC Light’ cable from
Vancouver Island to Port Angeles on
Washington’s Olympic Peninsula (the
Juan de Fuca project).

Public Consultation

Creative alternatives to
Malahat congestion
Patrick Brown
Proposals to bridge Saanich Inlet got public attention when the
Malahat Corridor Study first came to light during a series of
public meetings in the last couple of months (Island Tides, June
15). These alternatives would involve expenditures of more than
a billion dollars to provide an alternative route to the Malahat,
which is sometimes blocked due to bad weather, accidents, or
both. The Malahat is the only highway route between the
Victoria area and the remainder of Vancouver Island.
Alternatives to bridging are also under consideration by the
study; some are alternate routes, some improve traffic flow on
the Malahat itself. And the Victoria Transport Policy Institute
(VTPI) is asking: ‘Why spend a billion dollars if a five million
dollar solution is better overall?’
Current planning, says the VTPI, tends to undervalue an
approach which would combine a combination of transit and
vanpool service improvements, support strategies, and
incremental roadway improvements.

Alternatives

The lengthy BCUC hearings were
accompanied by ‘town hall’ meetings both
in Delta and on the Islands. The
Commission strongly criticized BCTC for
insensitivity to the concerns of residents
along its proposed right-of-way, and for
its consultation process.
The Commission Panel noted that the
consultation activities of BCTC seemed to
centre on its preferred route option,
rather than a broad exploration of project
alternatives with the public. The Panel
accepted that a broad exploration of
project alternatives may not have been
appropriate with a very general audience
(e.g., public open houses) but could have
been useful at an early stage with a limited
group of opinion leaders and key
stakeholders such as the Corporation of
Delta: ‘The Commission Panel found no

Most of the alternatives under consideration involve new
highway construction. This, says VTPI, is a direct result of an
emphasis on reliability as the most important factor needing
improvement on the Malahat corridor, and the assumption that
additional highway capacity can only be achieved by building
new highways according to traditional roadway engineering
standards.
As a result, the full list of alternatives includes not only three
Saanich Inlet bridge options (the three most expensive options,
by the way), but also brand new highway route proposals labeled
Near West, E&N right-of-way, Niagara Main, Couplet,
Shawnigan, and Far West. These, together with a proposal to
double-deck the existing highway, are the next most expensive
alternatives, costing between $250 million to $1.5 billion.
Widening or just making improvements to the existing highway
would have an estimated capital cost of $200 to $400 million.
By contrast, capacity improvements involving improved
transit, passenger ferries, improved car ferries, and expansion of
existing railway facilities cost much less than the highway
options.

VITR OVERHEAD, please turn to page 9

MALAHAT, please turn to page 2
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JULY/AUGUST
Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

25
TU

0244
1045
1911

9.8
1.3
10.8

3.0
0.4
3.3

02
WE

0454
2124

4.3
10.2

1.3
3.1

26
WE

0010
0332
1121
1934

0538
2141

3.3
10.2

1.0
3.1

0050
0419
1154
1954

2.8
2.9
0.5
3.3
2.6
2.8
0.6
3.2

03
TH

27
TH

9.2
9.5
1.6
10.8
8.5
9.2
2.0
10.5

04
FR

0626
1622
1744
2206

2.6
9.8
9.8
10.2

0131
0511
1225
2010

7.9
8.9
3.0
10.5

2.4
2.7
0.9
3.2

05
SA
SA

0715
1644
1957
2256

2.0
10.2
10.2
10.2

0212
0610
1255
2024

7.2
8.2
3.6
10.5

06
SU

0804
1712
2108

1.3
10.5
10.2

0253
0721
1323
2039
0332
0852
1350
2054

6.6
7.9
4.9
10.5

2.2
2.5
1.1
3.2
2.0
2.4
1.5
3.2

0.8
3.0
3.0
3.1
0.6
3.1
3.1
3.1
0.4
3.2
3.1

07
MO

0011
0853
1741
2145

5.6
7.5
5.9
10.2

1.7
2.3
1.8
3.1

08
TU

0122
0940
1807
2223

10.2
1.0
10.8
9.8
10.5
0.7
10.8
9.5

3.1
0.3
3.3
3.0
3.2
0.2
3.3
2.9

0412
1048
1413
2108

4.9
7.5
7.2
10.2

1.5
2.3
2.2
3.1

09
WE

0228
1024
1831
2308

10.5
0.7
10.8
8.9

3.2
0.2
3.3
2.7

ME

JE

28
FR
VE

29
SA
SA

30
SU
DI

31
MO
LU

01
TU
MA

ME

JE

VE

DI

LU

MA

ME
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special North Pender LTC meeting was held at St Peter’s
Parish Hall on Thursday, July 20 to discuss Section 5,
Development Permit Areas (DPA) in Draft 5 of the
Official Community Plan revision. Due to pressure from some of
the approximately 40 people attending, Chair Giselle Rudischer
allowed 30 minutes of general discussion to precede the
published agenda. During this brief ‘town hall’ session, which
resumed afterwards, six people spoke and a fifty-signature
petition to remove development permitting from the OCP
document was submitted. Concerns raised including ‘the maps
are inaccurate’ and ‘landowners don’t want their property rights
interfered with.’
During the session, Trustee Gary Steeves pointed out that
North Pender was in the middle of an OCP Review process and
that speakers were commenting on a draft. He stated that he and
Trustee Ken Hancock were ‘looking at extensive revisions’ and
were a ‘long way off from final decisions.’ He also said that the
intent of development permitting was to deal with bona fide
environmental and hazard issues that affect the whole
community. (See related article on page 3 for a detailed
explanation of development permitting.)
Back on the scheduled agenda, trustees spent most of the
meeting reviewing a staff report entitled ‘Development Permit
Area Revision Options’, prepared by planner Robert Kojima.
The report addressed many of the concerns of the early
speakers noting that, ‘...the wording of the provisions have raised
comment and concern particularly with respect to views that
designation in a DPA could effectively preclude development...
and that many minor activities would result in a requirement to
apply for a permit.’ The report went on to provide a number of
solutions with respect to concerns raised by the public.
Commenting on his report, planner Kojima stated that
Islands Trust policy strongly encouraged the inclusion of
development permitting in OCPs. He thought that revision to
the provision in North Pender’s draft OCP—not omission—was
the route to take.
Suggestions included in the report were to separate DPA areas
into different ecosystems; to revise activity exemptions within the
DPA area; to improve the base mapping through public
consultation; and to consider lowering DPA application fees.

A

AT FULFORD HARBOUR

MA

Development permitting discussed on North Pender

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

Sensitive Ecosystem DPA - More
Detail Needed

www.islandmarine.ca
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Most discussion focussed on the differentiation of DPA into a
variety of different areas with different requirements. For
example, rather than all sensitive ecosystem areas labelled and

treated the same, the DPAs would be classified according to
‘mature forest’, ‘steep slope,’ ‘wetland’, etc.
Trustee Steeves pointed out that the environmental mapping
carried out on North Pender showed that if you take ‘mature
forest’ out of the DPA, only 6% of the Island is considered
sensitive. (Mature forest is any forest where the trees are
predominately over 80 years old.) Such variables are why
trustees are considering specific classification and guidelines.
In regard to mature forest guidelines, Trustee Steeves agreed
that having to pay ‘$500 to cut down a tree would be crazy’ (a
rumour circulating in the community), considering some tree
thinning is good forest management. He assured the meeting
attendees that such a requirement would not materialize. Other
activities that should not require permitting in a mature forest
were discussed, including well drilling, tree topping, limbing,
and trimming and trail construction.
It was reiterated many times by trustees and the planner that
the designation of a development permit area cannot override
existing zoning designation of a property—it can only mitigate
the effects of development in the area to which it applies. For
example, if your property is zoned for a house and a cottage and
is also designated a development permit area, you can still build
a house and a cottage. However you may have to site the
dwellings in areas of the property that are less environmentally
sensitive and not on a steep slope.
Steeves reminded meeting attendees that recent landslides
onto houses in North Vancouver had resulted in provincial
legislation that makes local governments legally responsible for
taking reasonable measures to protect homeowners against
development on or under hazardous slopes.
Trustee Hancock mentioned that community members have
given him examples of why development permitting is
important—one person’s neighbour had clear-cut and damaged
the common watershed, another person spoke of the clearing
(destabilizing) of a steep, loose shale slope on an adjacent
property, lying directly above his property.
A difficult decision has been made to include raptor nests in
DPA mapping; traditionally this information has been kept
private but is now being made public to encourage stewardship.
An idea introduced by Trustee Steeves, based on a submission
from the public, was the possibility of creating a second advisory
planning commission, consisting of volunteer qualified
professionals, who could advise a property owner on requirements
for his/her property before starting an application process.
DEVELOPMENT PERMITTING, please turn to page 3

MALAHAT from page 1

Cost Per Trip
has carried out an interesting cost analysis which reduces
each of the options to a ‘cost per additional trip.’ Once again, the
new bridges are the most expensive alternatives, followed at a
distance by the building of a commuter railway, the Far West
highway proposal and double-decking the present road.
But these are all tremendously costly compared to VTPI’s
proposed combination of transit/vanpool support strategies
plus incremental roadway improvements to reduce crashes and
improve reliability. This would be combined with
Transportation Demand Management (TDM) strategies such as
High Occupancy Vehicles (HOV) lanes, access management, and
commute trip reduction schemes. It points out that these
strategies should be implemented even during highway
construction, because construction causes congestion and there
is a need to increase mobility for non-drivers.
VTPI

Transit Strategies

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

In its most aggressive proposal, VTPI proposes that bus service be
provided from Duncan and Nanaimo on ten-minute headways,
with a fare of $2 from Victoria to Duncan, and $3 to Nanaimo
(this contrasts markedly with the present service which provides
six trips per day between Duncan and Victoria with a $22.50
one-way fare). This would be combined with a 50% vanpool
subsidy ($25–50 typical monthly fee), commute trip reduction
covering 60% of commuters, HOV lanes, a $2-3 peak-period
road-user fee, and aggressive marketing, management, and
road-user information. VTPI also proposes pay-as-you-drive car
insurance, station cars for rent by the hour at transit stations,
and paying commuters not to use parking (a sort of reverse
parking charge). The cost is estimated at $3-5 million per year.

10 Acre Ocean Front Lot
A spectacular south facing ocean front lot on
10 private wooded acres with breathtaking
ocean views. Enjoy southerly panoramic
views to the American San Juan Islands, the
Olympic Mountains and beyond. The land
is a natural wonderland great for exploring.
Build your dream home and look out over
paradise. MLS 213726 $625,000

These strategies, says VTPI, are typically undervalued, because
it is assumed that they won’t work, and that few travellers will
take advantage of them. But on the Malahat, which is described
as a long, stressful, and costly drive, with a major portion of
peak-period trips to commercial facilities, medical centres and
campuses, VTPI estimates that a 20-30% shift in travel habits
could be achieved and new highway building unnecessary.
The imposition of tolls without constructing new roads is, of
course, contrary to present practice.

Benefits
The current study considers only the Malahat itself. The
proposed VTPI strategies would have beneficial effects
throughout the area, including reduced traveller stress, reduced
crashes, reduced parking congestion, reduced energy
consumption, reduced pollution, reduced consumer costs, and
more alternatives for non-drivers.
The strategies would also provide an opportunity to reduce
sprawl and encourage compact, urban development. Some
critics have noted that the construction of new highways,
particularly to the west, would open up vast tracts of former
forest land for subdivision development. New roads, it has been
noted, tend to generate their own traffic, both on the new roads
and on connected existing roads.
VTPI points out that the combination of transit, vanpool, and
TDM is by far the lowest cost option from a taxpayer point of view;
and it also improves mobility for non-drivers and lower-income
residents. The strategy will be needed, they say, even if new
highways are eventually built, so why not start now? Even
without a billion dollars. 

An Ocean Front Treasure
Oceanfront at its best! This SW facing .54 acre
oceanfront property enjoys spectacular views
over Swanson Channel, Saltspring and beyond
to the Olympic Mtns. Whales swim by not 50
feet from your gorgeous sun deck and living
room windows! As part of Magic Lake Estates
this property has access to tennis courts and
marina moorage. MLS 214978 $765,000

Tranquil Acreage
Situated on 7.39 acres this property is one of
the most private and serene on Pender Island.
Walking trails, orchards, ponds, ancient cedar,
mature west coast landscaping and workshops
are all part of this private paradise. The West
Coast custom built home features expansive
windows to take in the 300° ocean, mountain
and island views. MLS 206064 $989,000

Top Pemberton Holmes Realtor - 2005
For more information please visit

www.ianheath.net

384-8124
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
ou know it’s summer when you sit
outside in the garden munching
breakfast, reaching out here and there
to tidy up some charming garden space and
become aware that you are already too hot in
the clothes you are wearing!
This is such a busy time of year for all of the
businesses on Saturna; everyone is working to
meet the demand for food and lodging and
other services that guests and visitors
appreciate. This is the time that gives a real
financial boost to all of the home-grown
businesses so they can run year-round. It is
quite a shocking experience for the locals to
visit their favourite spots during peak hours
and have to wait in line!
We have had so much dry hot weather this
summer; the soil is deeply dry and the
vegetation is already crisp.

Y

Fire Calls–A Narrow Escape
We have had two fire calls in the last month.
Only by the greatest good luck did we get off
easily on the second one. Diane and Greg
Robertson had a houseful of guests. At about
4:30am one of them, who was sleeping on the
porch, got up and walked around the far side of
the house and saw a strange glow up the steep
hillside. Luckily the guest had the presence of
mind to hike up and check—it was a fire that
was just getting going in some very old stumps.
The fire department got there within 15
minutes. But the firetruck had to be backed all
the way up the Robertson’s long winding
driveway leading up to the north ridge of
Saturna.
Luckily the guest got up and it was still dark
enough for the fire to glow in the dawn and
attract his attention.
Luckily our fire
department practices and practices. Luckily the
wind wasn’t blowing. Luckily the distance from
the very end of the driveway to the fire did not
exceed the hose length available. Luckily Greg
is in the fire department and he and Diane got
cars out of the way and made the fire
department’s access as easy as possible (and
gave everyone coffee and sandwiches after).
Whew!
Later at the upper store, Diane was still
shaken but on a mission. Her visiting mother
had ordered two bottles of champagne to
celebrate their narrow escape—and Saturna’s.

Special Events
Saturna offers one-of-a-kind special events for
summer entertainment. In a background of utter
quiet you can tune-in and share the glorious
beauty and lively natural world around you.
I attended one of these events just
yesterday. The chickens were on eagle alert,
screeching and carrying-on from deep within
the cedar trunks and boughs of their yard. This
is their eagle refuge so that the eagles literally
have to walk in to grab one, which the
immatures will occasionally do. I thought I
would just have to holler and clap my hands
loudly, which usually dissuades the diners.
Instead, I ended up sitting in the daisies,
hawkweed and grass, trying to sight the hungry
predator. I was tired and buzzed-out from a
long line of tasks. While I stood guard, I spent
fifteen minutes of watching and listening to a
dozen turquoise dragonflies hunting in the tiny
meadow; a batch of new turkey chicks
wandering, with their mom cheeping and
clucking softly; a pileated woodpecker
drumming; and a turkey vulture in an alder
snag stretching, scratching and picking bark off
its perch. Finally the eagle got bored and flew
out of its hiding place and away. As a bonus, I
realized I was now quiet inside and happily
moved on with my day, as did the chickens.
DEVELOPMENT PERMITTING from page 2
Trustee Steeves agreed with public criticism
of the inaccuracy and inadequacy of the current
mapping and said ‘people need to know we are
serious about cleaning up the map.’ A meeting
will be held for this purpose on August 12. (For
opportunities to review the current map and
indicate changes, see advertisement on page 3.)
After lengthy discussion, the trustees
instructed the planner to redraft Section 5 in

So, go walk, check the tides and wander the
beach on a low tide, at dawn or at dusk, get into
a boat and be seaborne, there are endless
happenings on Saturna to entertain you!

Market
The Saturna Summer Market is located in the
Saturna General Store parking lot every
Saturday. Saturna Island craftspeople have
wonderful individual creations for sale—
jewelry, hand-drawn and photographic cards,
carvings, toys, clothes and painted pottery. The
Saturna Island Library always has a good
selection of secondhand books for adults and
children—25¢.
The food you can buy is great! Emily and
Natalie Dunsmuir are offering ice cream
cones—small, medium, tiny and large. Alison
Gaines sells shortbread cookies and huge
chocolate-chip cookies along with ice-cold
lemonade. Andrew Campbell is set up to cook
excellent-tasting hotdogs. Get there early if you
hope to get any of the veggies from Campbell’s
garden! I was at the market at 10:30am and
two people were bargaining over who would get
the last bundle of chard. Each week there are
surprise vendors from our inspired summer
families and visitors. Contact Jody Bavis if you
want space under the tent and awning.

Parks & Rec Activities
The Rec Centre has a list of sport activities that
change by the day. On Monday, July 31,
9–noon and 3–6pm, Angela Holmes, Kate
Vigneault and Ron are hosting a Fitness Fest.
They will be giving demonstrations on cardio
and strength training programs. There will be
an orientation on the exercise bike, treadmill
and the universal gym. Also they will feature
programs using body balls and exercise bands.
Line dancing will be at the Community Hall on
Thursdays for 6 weeks . There also is a drop-in
stretch class on Mondays at the Hall.
The Small Boat Club has wonderful
suppertime paddles to local places—call Ilka
Olsen or Kathleen and Wes MacKinnonKnapp. A meditation group is forming,
encompassing all methods and beliefs. Marcia
Harter is the first host. Parks Canada is offering
marvelous guided walks with park staff. Angela
Holmes will present ‘Are We In Hot Water?’ on
July 30, Saturday 7–9 pm at the Rec Center.
She will be exploring what effects global
warming is having on the Gulf Islands. On July
30 there will be a talk at East Point on how the
geology, water and weather collide at East
Point. Brian and Jane Dixon-Warren are
organizing and hosting a reading of Dylan
Thomas’ radio play Under Milk Wood. This will
take place one evening in mid to late August.

Development permitting explained
Gary Steeves

Much community debate has been generated in
the North Pender Island review of its Official
Community Plan (OCP). The OCP Review
began in mid-2004. Following over 50 public
meetings, the Local Trust Committee (LTC) has
publicly debated suggested revisions to the
current OCP. A series of draft OCPs have been
produced and discussed and re-revised.
Currently, Draft 5 is receiving attention.

The Maps & Section 5
Draft 5 is the first draft which has had a full set
of maps attached. Now that the maps are
available, there is tangible data to critique and
a broader range of people are interested in
participating in public discussion. As is often
the case in an OCP Review, the maps have
generated intense community response and
have revealed issues not previously considered.
In particular, mapping has focussed
attention on Draft 5, Section 5 (Development
Permit Areas). Though the text of this section
was developed in spring 2005, it is its map
which have generated the recent discussion
about the development permit concept.

Need for Greater Protection
than Conventional Zoning
In 2005, North Pender’s Local Trust Committee
was
considering
the
protection
of
environmentally sensitive areas, and community
and private interests. The LTC reviewed

Rosemary Horne Memorial
On July 11, there was a memorial for long-time
Islander Rosemary Horne. A service of her
choosing was held at Saint Christopher’s
Church and the Women’s Club, of which
Rosemary was a long-time member, hosted a
tea in her honour at the Community Hall after
the service. Len, Rosemary’s husband for so
SATURNA, please turn to page 10

the Draft OCP in accordance with input and
recommendations, and then reopen the town
hall session. The meeting ended on a positive
note with a supportive speech reminding the
audience that the Trust Area is the most
biologically diverse in the province and that
development permitting is an opportunity ‘to
put right a lot of wrongs.’ 

DP EXPLAINED, please turn to page 5

A Special Message To All
Pender Islands Allied Veterans
who missed being included
in our May 2006 Veterans Insert in Island Tides
We would like to include your name, rank and where you
served, in a photo wall display for our Legion Branch 239.
Honouring all our Pender Island Allied Veterans.
Please call A.S.A.P. Tessie McMillan
Home: 250-629-2002 Cell: 250-537-6502
Before August 31/06
Photos & Info Will Be Returned

PUBLIC NOTICE

Lyall Harbour/Boot Cove
Water Use
Ian Rowe brought to my attention that the Lyall
Harbour/Boot Cove Water system has not
decided definitely upon metering user use. The
Water Board is still considering alternatives
and metering is one of the options. Ian
mentioned that he was very pleased with the
high turnout for the meeting. He found that the
many people attending offered a wealth of
experience and thoughtfulness in considering
the future of the system.

scientific data on environmental issues,
legislation and its legal obligation to protect
habitat, water and species, including human.
A disturbing array of issues was identified.
For example, provincial legislation calls for the
protection of habitat for endangered species.
Riparian area regulations require local
governments to adopt them. The protection of
eagle and heron nesting trees is required. Local
governments are also responsible for taking
reasonable measures to protect development
from the threats associated with hazardous
slopes.
In the environmental assessment literature,
the LTC found that North Pender had suffered
significant loss of sensitive habitat and
biodiversity, both of which are essential to the
future health of the Island. Habitat loss
threatens, in the longer run, to eliminate
protected species, eliminate the rural and
natural features Islanders enjoy and threatens
systems upon which all Islanders depend such
as our groundwater aquifer.
In addition to the Islands Trust mandate ‘to
preserve and protect,’ Islanders have stated
quite clearly they value the natural beauty and
health of our lands and water. And they want
them maintained for their children and
grandchildren. The issue was how best to do so.

www.islandstrust.bc.ca
information@islandstrust.bc.ca

The Islands Trust has recently updated its ecosystem mapping and steep slope
hazard mapping for the Southern Gulf Islands. The Islands Trust is encouraging
public review of this mapping in order to make revisions.
An information meeting and open house will held by Islands Trust staff in order to
provide an opportunity for anyone wishing to ask questions, make comments, or
suggest revisions to the ecosystem map and the steep slope hazard map for North
Pender Island. Islands Trust staff will be at the meeting to present background on
the mapping and facilitate discussion. Copies of the maps will be available and
people will be asked to mark suggested changes on the mapping.
Copies of both maps will also be available at the Trustee office in the Driftwood
Centre for viewing and to mark suggested changes. The maps and other key
background documents can also be viewed on-line at the Islands Trust website
(http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/ltc/np/projects.cfm).
Comments can also be submitted by email to rkojima@islandstrust.bc.ca, by fax to
(250) 405-5155 or by mail to the Islands Trust at 200-1627 Fort St, Victoria, BC V8R
1H8.
When submitting comments please identify the lot with the legal description and
provide as much information about the ecosystem classification and the suggested
changes as possible. Please submit any suggested revisions or changes by August
25, 2006. All suggested changes will be reviewed and updated versions of the maps
should be available by the end of September.
Copies of the maps can also be viewed at the Islands Trust office in Victoria located
at 1627 Fort Street, Suite 200.

PUBLIC MEETING:
DATE: Saturday August 12, 2006
TIME: 12:00 p.m – 1:00 p.m. – Information Session
1:00p.m. – 3:00 p.m. – Open House
LOCATION: Pender Island Community Hall (Upstairs)

We’re all about the Islands
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

NANAIMO

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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ver half of Galiano Island, formerly a MacMillan Bloedel
tree farm, was sold as large forestry lots to individuals and
groups in the early ’90s. Ninety lots were created often
with multiple owners.
Including community processes and MacMillan Bloedel’s
court challenges, it took over ten years for Galiano to finalize its
Official Community Plan and its Forest Policy bylaws, which
currently allow residential use through a rezoning process. Since
that time, some owners of ex-forestry property have rezoned their
parcels, following the procedures set out in the bylaws. However,
a good deal of disagreement with Galiano’s Forest Policy bylaws
is still very alive in this sector of the community.
The election of new trustees last November brought the
promise of change, and Trustees Smith and Sharp set in motion
a process to review Forest Policy bylaws. Despite the fact that a
full OCP Review is scheduled to begin in the spring of 2007, this
review was not to be a normal OCP process; which is led by the
trustees and staff, involves the entire community working on the
entire OCP, and leads to a revised Official Community Plan
Bylaw.
Instead, the trustees set about hiring a facilitator to conduct an
arms-length public meeting process (Phase 1) to define the
process by which a consensus would be arrived at (Phase 2).
Conclusions would presumably form the basis of revisions to the
Forest bylaws and the applicable parts of the OCP. The provincial
government, weary of being lobbied, supported the approach,
paying the facilitator’s fees.
Between 80 and 130 Galianoites attended each of the
facilitator’s meetings—a remarkable number.
The budget has now run out and Gordon Sloan, the facilitator,
has left Phase 1, despite the group not having reached its objective
of a design for Phase 2 participation. Sloan is not expected to be
available for Phase 2 facilitation.
However, Trustees Smith and Sharp want to waste no time in
commencing and completing Phase 2. At a special LTC meeting
on July 20, they accepted Draft 3 as a final report and were
accepting no more input from the community and themselves set
about planning the structure for Stage 2, which they could finalize
as soon as the end of this month. Trustee Smith explained he did
not want to waste valuable public meeting time in planning the
missing structure.
The facilitator clearly considers the only process with any
potential for resolving the ongoing disagreement between forest

O

lot owners and the community of which they are a part, would be
a series of negotiations between appointed representatives of
each.
Judging by the Draft 3 report, the special review’s participants
have, instead, endorsed seeking a process similar to an OCP
process; one in which discussion involves all members of the
community who wish to be present. In fact, a section of the
Galiano community believes it is simply improper to consider
Forest Policy in isolation from the rest of the OCP Review.
In our opinion, a negotiation process is inappropriate in this
case. The forest lot owners have no means of empowering any
individuals to negotiate for them nor to commit to any agreement.
The community has no representatives empowered to negotiate
for them, nor to make commitments. Trustees have also not been
so empowered in the special review process, though it is they who
would, after all, be deciding the final outcome.
Understandably, in this strange process Galiano’s trustees
seem very unclear of their role; now absenting themselves, now
coming on strong. The community also seems bewildered by the
twist and turns the process is taking.
While everyone is operating in good faith, there is no provision
in Islands Trust governance for this review. One is reminded of
the softwood lumber agreement, in which the US government
relies on the ‘Coalition for Fair Lumber Imports’ to negotiate with
Canada.
In any case, with an OCP Review process looming, it is too late
and would be in bad faith to bring forward bylaws which change
a major part of the current OCP.
Incidentally, there may also be a dangerous precedent here
which should concern other Islands and the Trust Council. Are
we to assume that any bylaw passed anywhere in the Trust Area
can be changed in this way by any special interest group who may
wish, and has the influence, to do so?
The Islands Trust has an adequate and known structure for
dealing with land use issues. It also has a long history of
managing public participation in complex processes. Galiano
Islanders, in particular, know how to do this well.
The special review has been invaluable in getting sectors of the
community into discussion; but it is time to abort what the
facilitator has indicated will be now be a failing process. Any
further discussion could be recreated as a prelude to the OCP
Review. Forget the shortcuts and do things properly. 

Readers’ Letters
Organized Events not Permitted at
Brooks Point Regional Park Reserve
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Dear Editor:
CRD Parks manages Brooks Point Regional Park Reserve on
Pender Island. We have received enquiries regarding the
planning process for the park reserve, and the types of activities
permitted there.
Islanders and visitors alike appreciate the unique nature of
Brooks Point Regional Park Reserve on Pender Island. At 4.7
hectares, its coastal headland, intertidal rocky shore, sheltered
beach and mixed woodland are treasures to protect and enjoy.
The Capital Regional District manages a number of park
areas under the classification of regional park reserve. Park
reserves, while open to the public, do not include any visitor
services or facilities. More important, until park reserves are
formally opened for public use and management plans have
been prepared, no events or gatherings such as weddings,
organized recreation or other group activities are permitted.
A management plan will be developed that will identify the
level and type of activity that can be supported in this protected
area. The planning process, which will include public
consultation, is scheduled to begin this fall. For more
information on Brooks Point Regional Park Reserve, please
contact Christine Morissette, Manager of Park Services, at
cmorissette@crd.bc.ca or (250) 478-3344.
Melanie Groves, CRD Victoria

Hiroshima & Beyond

Dear Editor:
Liberal MP Keith Martin, writing on ‘Why We Are in
Afghanistan’ stated: ‘The recent discovery of significant oil and
gas resources in the northern
reaches of the country is an
exciting development.’
I am sure he would not say
our primary reason for
entering the war against the
Taliban is petroleum related,
but ‘petro-reasons’ are
probably more important
than he could guess!
Deeper reasons for why we
are involved in the so-called
‘war on terror’ are related to

Wood-Fired
Hot Tubs

604.272.0620
www.alumitubs.com

A Convenient Fiction
Dear Editor:
Where Pender had a full review of their Official Community Plan
in process, here on Galiano we’re cobbling together an unofficial
partial review of some pieces of our OCP, and what’s remarkable
is that the justification for this caricature of the real thing is a
convenient fiction: the Galiano community needs to be healed
so urgently it can’t wait for next spring’s official community plan
review.
Here’s how the reasoning goes: ‘Our community is
wounded. Our community is wounded because of our strict
forest policies. And if we just fix our forest policies, our
community will be healed. If we just compromise away our
bylaws, we’ll all live in peaceful harmony once again.’
I live in a healthy community. I live in a community where
we have respect for each other and for our proud bylaws. I live
on an island where the governing mandate is, at least for now,
‘preserve and protect’, not ‘let’s make a deal’.
Jerry Azevedo, Galiano Island

Galiano Islands’ Special Review

Dear Editor:
With Chair Giselle Rudischer absent for a special Islands Trust
meeting on July 20, I watched the Galiano Island Local Trust
LETTERS, please turn to page 10

We supply:

Come on in!

Eric/Wendy Holtz

our economic and monetary systems, which encourage growth.
Indeed, this fixation on growth has pushed us to what philosopher
John McMurtry calls ‘the cancer stage of capitalism’.
Life, Money and Illusion, a new book by Mike Nickerson,
helps us understand what we need to do to allow life to continue
and to change direction towards an ecologically sustainable way
of life. He writes: ‘The ‘War on Terror’ ... is an ultimate makework program that provides huge growth opportunities in the
manufacture of massively destructive weapons and then
doubles those opportunities through contracts to reconstruct
the things those weapons destroy.’ You can order the book by
contacting the author at sustain5@web.ca or (613) 259-9988.
This book will also be available at Salt Spring’s ‘Hiroshima
and Beyond’ event (see What’s On, page 5) at the Peace Park in
Ganges. You are invited to join us, to help create a flower peace
symbol, meet with local community groups and take steps
towards building peace and justice. For more information,
please call Sheila at 250-537-2010.
Jan Slakov, Salt Spring Island

• harvesting systems
• design
• installation
• service

• steel cisterns –
polypropylene-lined,
5,000 – 30,000 gal.
• first flush diverters,
debris pails, high
capacity filters

BOB BURGESS

tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnnection.com
Visit our new site: www.rainwaterconnection.com
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‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island
& The Gulf Islands

SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42.40! • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)

Thursdays until August 24

Sat & Sun, August 5 & 6

Sat, August 12

Summer Storytime Program at the Pender Library—
theme this year is ‘Extreme Reading’—small children should bring
an adult lap to sit on • Pender Library • 2–3pm • ON PENDER
ISLAND

3rd Annual Charity Duffers Inline Hockey Tournament—
register as a team or player (teams will be made Saturday am),
games are 4 on 4, teams can have 2 subs max and a goalie, men
and women welcome; sponsored by Pender Islands Youth Sports
Association • Pender Island School • 9:30am • Register: 250-6296632 or online swright@gulfislands.com by July 31/Cost:
$185/team or $30/player (includes BBQ & drinks Sunday after
finals), $ 10/non-players for BBQ • ON PENDER ISLAND

Galiano Wine Festival—taste
wines from up-and-coming local
producers and around the world;
local cheese to taste and purchase;
two live music groups, Tarkin and
Toot-a-Lute; raffle, silent auction, refreshments, souvenir crystal
wine glass; annual fundraising event for the Galiano Health Centre
• 1–4pm • Tickets: $30 @ door or Ken Smith at 250-539-3506 or
5star@islandtimebc.com • Info: www.galianoisland.com • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

Thurs to Mon, Aug 3 to 7
Salt Spring Centre of Yoga Annual
Family Yoga Retreat—free drop-in
events include Bhagavad Gita class Aug 4,
5, & 7, Satsang Aug 6 • Pre-registration
required for classes, evening programs;
meals can be purchased on drop-in basis •
Info: www.saltspringcentre.com, 250537-2326 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Thurs to Sat, August 3 to 12
Hornby Festival 2006—art show &
opening reception followed by Lantern
Walk with Kantata & Hornby Dancers;
line-up includes: Daniel Lapp; Adonis
Puentes; Ken Flett; Caravan; Outer
Island Film Productions; Sara Marreiros; Jeni Gunn; Miles Black &
Scott White; Hornby Writers - Carole Chambers, Amanda Hale, Keith
Harrison, Billy Little, PEST, Jai Virant; Linda Tillery & the Cultural
Heritage Choir; Jacques Thibaud Trio, Heather Schmidt, Andrea Nann
& Sarah Chase • Various venues—watch for free 15-20 min. outdoor
performances • Tickets: $19, Seniors/Students $15, Children $7
(matinées $5–$14, workshops $7–$35), Box Office 250-335-2715
(cards accepted) • Info: www.hornbyfestival.bc.ca • ON HORNBY
ISLAND

Fri to Sun, Aug 4 to 13
‘Wood Birds, Cloud Coast’: New Works by
Kenna Fair & A.J. Bell—A.J.’s cloud paintings,
acrylic on local wood; Kenna’s paintings on wood
first carved in relief; OPENING RECEPTION:
Sat, Aug 5, 4–7pm • Galiano Art Gallery, 33
Manzanita Road @ Sturdies Bay • 11am–4pm,
Thurs to Sun • Info: www.galianoartgallery.com •
ON GALIANO ISLAND

Fri, Sat & Sun, Aug 4, 5 & 6
Salmon Barbeque—enjoy a tasty BBQ on the long weekend • All
Saints’ Church, Park Drive (near the Marina) • 5:30–7:30pm each
day • Cost: $12 for salmon meal (everything included)/$7 for
hamburger or hot dog meal • On Salt Spring Island

Fri, Sat & Sun, August 4, 5 & 6
Sheila Jordan is Shirley
Valentine—enjoy an outdoor
performance of this one-woman
play; BYO chairs (encouraged);
SAT ONLY: Special Greek Dinner
Plus Show •
Morning Bay
Vineyard • Curtain 7:30pm •
Tickets: Talisman Books and
Gallery and Gwen’s Fine Arts or
online at www.morningbay.ca • ON PENDER ISLAND

Sat, Sun & Mon, Aug 5, 6 & 7
6th Annual Saturna Studio Tour—five artists, Jack Campbell,
Donna Digance, Karen Muntean, Anne Popperwell & Janet Strayer
show their work: paintings, photographs, prints, etchings, fabric
art • Watch for blue balloons, maps in local stores • 11am–4pm • Info:
Anne Popperwell,
paintings@annepopperwell.com or
www.saturnanet.ca/artists/2006artists_tour.html • ON SATURNA
ISLAND

Sat, Sun & Mon, August 5, 6 & 7
BC Day Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy the wavepool,
waterslide, diving boards, pirate ship, toddler pool, family
changerooms, steam, sauna and swirlpool • 4636 Elk Lake Drive
(right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit)• SAT: 1–5pm; SUN &
MON: 10am–noon & 1–5pm • Info: 24-hour swim line 250-4757620 • IN VICTORIA

Sat, Sun & Mon, Aug 5, 6 & 7
‘Three Artists’ 8th
Annual Exhibition—
paintings
by
Brian
Mitchell, Keith Holmes,
Larry Foden • Exquisite
waterfront home setting,
667 Linklater Road • Noon–4pm daily • Info: Louise Decario 250539-5760 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Saturday, August 12
A Midsummer Garden Winemaker’s Dinner— join food
guru & world-class chef Jeff van Geest of Vancouver’s Aurora
Bistro for 5-course meal; enjoy Morning Bay’s organic fruit &
vegetables & other local foods with Morning Bay’s fine wines •
Morning Bay Vineyards & Estate Winery, 6621 Harbour Hill Drive
• Advance tickets only: $95/person (supper, wine, taxes, gratuities
included) • Info: 250-629-8351, www.morningbay.ca • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, August 12 & 13
Coombs Fair—4-H & open
displays, animal, arts & crafts,
domestic science, horticulture
& more; blacksmithing,
spinning & weaving, beekeeping & more special demos; live music
games, food, & fun for whole family • Coombs Fairgrounds, Ford
Road, behind Coombs General Store • SAT: 8am–6pm, SUN:
8am–5pm • Tickets at gate • Info: Janet Boley 250-752-9757,
wwww.coombsfair.com • IN COOMBS, VANCOUVER ISLAND

Saturdays & Sundays, Aug 12, 20
& 2 7 & Sept 16

Salt Spring Island Eco-Home Tour—als0 Sustainable
Building Forum, 7pm, August 5, Meaden Hall (Legion) • Tickets:
$25 or 2/ $45 @ Salt Spring Books, Morningside Organic Bakery,
& 9am–1pm Gulf Islands Secondary School tour day • 10am–4pm•
Info: Earth Festival Society & SSI Conservancy: 250-538-0318,
www.saltspringenergystrategy.org, ssiconservancy@saltspring.com,
saltspring.gulfislands.com/conservancy/ • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Raffi Renaissance on the Islands—join
Raffi to celebrate his new book and CD; he’ll
give a word & song presentation for adults on
his groundbreaking Child Honouring
anthology and its companion CD, Resisto
Dancing • AUG 12: Salt Spring, Artspring,
2pm; AUG 20: Mayne, Ag Hall, 2pm; AUG 27:
Galiano, South Galiano Hall, 1:30pm; SEPT 16: Pender, Talisman,
1pm • Tickets @ door • Info: 250-539-3588 or www.raffinews.com
• ON SALT SPRING, MAYNE, GALIANO & PENDER ISLANDS

Sunday, August 6

Saturday, August 19

Saturday & Sunday, August 5 & 6

Hiroshima & Beyond: a Salt Spring
Tradition—community gathering: creation
of a peace flower symbol with Diana
Thompson, opportunities to sign letters &
petitions for peace & justice, etc.; bring
flowers & picnic! • Peace Park across from
Artspring (or by Artspring parking lot if rain) • 4:30–6pm (ish) •
Info: 250-537-5251 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Pender Islands Health Care Society Art Show & Raffle—
wine & cheese fundraising event for health centre expansion; win
chance to pick favourite painting from Art & Architecture series
(shown in three New York galleries); view new works on paper &
canvas, medieval & Flemish themes • Joshua Gallery, 9891
Spalding Rd. • 2–5pm • Tickets: $20 @ Talisman, Casual Pender,
Southridge Farms or at door • ON SOUTH PENDER ISLAND

ADVERTISE YOUR SUMMER EVENT! GET INFO FROM:
250-629-3660 or islandtides@islandtides.com

DP EXPLAINED from page 3

Development Permitting
The options ranged between the polar opposites of doing nothing
to a prohibition on development in such areas. Neither of these
extremes was practical and a middle ground was chosen. The LTC
decided to utilize a planning tool known as development
permitting (DP).
Development permitting is defined in the Local Government
Act as a land use planning tool in three forms: hazardous slope,
environmental sensitivity, and commercial form and character.
Where traditional zones cannot take into consideration these three
factors in a property, the designation ‘development permit area’
(DPA) can be assigned to the affected part of the property together
with a description of the special consideration it needs.
The DPA designation is an alert that there would be some
particular considerations and restrictions when it comes to
developing that area of the property. It can be applied to all or part
of a property. Development permitting is essentially a form of
custom zoning.
The use of development permit designations is not new. This
‘tool’ is named in the Local Government Act and is widely used by
local governments in areas throughout BC, including many Gulf
Islands.
Development permit areas have been in place on North Pender
since the early 1980s on a number of commercial properties. More
general development permitting has been contemplated and
discussed for inclusion in the North Pender OCP for many years.

land use definitions. Nor does not it prohibit development. On
the other hand, development permitting may require
construction of a road or specifying a building site which is not
the first choice of the property owner.

What A Development Permit Does

An Open-ended Tool

It is important to emphasize that development permits are not
‘no development covenants’ but are more analogous to building
permits. They regulate siting of development on a parcel of land;
with guidelines for the protection of a sensitive feature or
protection from a hazardous area.
A development permit is a very flexible tool. The strength or
weakness of it is determined by making the designated areas
larger or smaller; making the list of work activities not requiring
a permit longer or shorter; and by making the guidelines tighter
or looser. A development permit designation is site specific.
Typically, a development permit designation states a number
of things. First, it defines the actual area within which a permit
may be required.
Second, it states the nature of the sensitivity or hazard which
warrants the development permit area designation (eg. wetland,
hazardous slope).
Third, it defines what work or construction activity can take
place without a development permit. (In North Pender’s Draft 5,
work on existing structures, roads or gardens can take place
without applying for a permit.)
Fourth, it sets out guidelines to be followed when work
requiring a permit goes ahead.

Typically, development permitting is used to encourage protection
of a sensitive environmental area, protect against hazardous slope
development and insure the form and character of commercial
development is in keeping with community standards.
Development permitting as a planning tool is open-ended. It
will not meet the expectations of those who want hard and fast

North Pender’s Community Information Meeting held on June
11 provided a great deal of information for the LTC to consider.
A number of issues are clear.
The mapping or parts of it are problematic. In particular, the
Ministry of the Environment’s so-called ‘trim mapping’ used in

MISSED AN
ISSUE?
Check out:
www.islandtides.com
for issues from
2003, 2004,
2005 & 2006

Trust Committee Hears the Feedback

conjunction with the riparian area regulations is either so old or
so inaccurate as to be unreliable.
The LTC will need to look at a variety of issues related to
mapping. For example, it does not seem right to cause a property
owner to apply for a permit when a mapping error caused the
confusion.
Second, it is difficult to determine why a particular property
is in an area designated environmentally sensitive. There are
presently seven classifications or reasons why a property may be
in the development permit area. Yet the same guidelines apply
to them all.
Therefore, a closer look must be taken at what is defined as a
designated area and what guidelines are appropriate. The
sections on work not requiring a permit must also be reexamined especially if a decision is made to separate areas and
create different categories.
The LTC will be undertaking a review of all the community
feedback received to date and the resulting changes will produce
a new draft. This will take time but North Pender’s Local Trust
Committee has stated that getting the draft amendments right is
time well spent.

Community-based Stewardship
A third issue has been widely discussed. It concerns the need for
environmental protection to be a common community-based
effort. Property owners for the most part want to practise good
stewardship on their properties. A way needs to be found to help
property owners and local governments work co-operatively
rather than to try and force people to conform. Draft 5 falls short
in this regard and a number of suggestions for improvements
have been made.
It is critical to attain some community consensus on the OCP
and the mechanisms it contains. Suffice it to say, a lot of work
remains to sort out an OCP that meets the test of community
goodwill and vision. 

New site sought for
Pender pool
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Residents of the Gulf Islands bask in the rising summer sun.

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…
We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.
Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD

250.539.2936

Book Reviews ~ Trysh Ashby-Rolls

Wild Flowers & Wet Feet
ip your gumboots into two books that will complement
your walks where the land meets the sea, where the
interface between terrestrial and marine ecosystems is
called the intertidal zone or littoral (from the Latin region lying
along the shore).
The first is about the fascinating population of wild flowering
plants that have adapted to sea life on the rugged northwest
Pacific shoreline. The second demystifies the equally fascinating
intertidal community that teems with worms and fish, algae and
tunicates, nudibranchs and chitons.
If wildflowers are your thing, Wild Flowers of the Sea Coast
in the Pacific Northwest will keep you happy whether you sit in
your deckchair under a shady tree, or get up close and personal
with the abundant flora commonly found along the shore from
Alaska to Northern California. The colour photographs—and
there are more than 100 of them—are superb, making the
identification of each species easy. John Trelawny, who took
over author Lewis J Clark’s work after his death in 1974, has
written concise yet detailed notes under each one.
Not only does he tell us the common and Latin name of the
flowering plant, the type of location in which the particular
species may be found, its range to the nearest north-south eastwest limit, dates of flowering, and cross referenced to other
species in the guide, he manages to get all this information into
less than 100 words for each frame.

D

Intertidal Notes

Building a home can be complicated.
We make it easier.

And now, as Monty Python would say, for something
(completely) different:
• Who are the Muscle Men of the beach?
• How long can sea anemones live?
• What sea creature is our distant cousin?
If you answered ‘dunno’ to even one of these questions, you
need a copy of Get Your Feet Wet: Intertidal Notes from the
Pacific Northwest.
What an interesting little book.
‘Knowing that 70% of the planet is covered with water and
inhabited by species that most of us know nothing about, it’s a
thrill to learn how to identify so many different intertidal plants
and animals. We’re dipping our gumboots into the unknown,’
writes illustrator Susan Taylor at the end of the book. Right on.
I learned about the sex life of barnacles, sea urchins and
oysters. I discovered that the worm I found hiding under a rock
recently—looking awfully like the kind in my veggie patch—was
a Proboscis Worm, which apparently can inflict a nasty bite. I
added new words to my personal lexicon, such as
‘geomorphology’ and ‘byssus,’ threads which mussels use to
attach themselves to rocks—filaments ‘that put steel threads to

A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.

Alpine Model - $59,500

Our home package system makes
it easy to build your own home,
cottage or vacation retreat.

a LINWOOD company

A proposal to locate a community swimming pool at the
Community Hall site has been placed before the Pender’s
Recreation & Agricultural Hall Association by the Pender Pool
Project committee. An earlier attempt to locate the pool at the
Hope Bay Bible Camp has been set aside due to inability to
formalize a satisfactory arrangement with the Bible Camp.
‘We worked on it for nearly a year and are moving on with
considerable regret,’ said Sandy Gauer, pool committee chair.
‘We will now have to add the costs of changing facilities and
showers to our budget and operating costs will have to be borne
by users.
‘However, locating the pool at the Community Hall has
several important advantages. It means the pool would belong
to a community recreation organization, which has long-term
experience in managing community recreation. All the
swimming time will be available to community groups, rather
than sharing it with the Bible Camp. The hall site is at the heart
of the community, there is sufficient parking, and washroom
facilities are already there.’
PIRAHA’s board of directors is interested in principle in the
well-developed proposal, though many considerations must be
taken into account. PIRAHA has requested that the Pender Pool
Project seek an indication of public support for a communityuse pool at the hall site and to this end a questionnaire and
information pamphlet will be distributed to the community
shortly. 

Laurier Model - $72,600

• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order
date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct.
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.
Your Island Representative
Russ Anderson
R. Anderson Technical Services
Port Alberni, BC
Phone: (250) 720-6000
View over 100 plans at:
(250) 720-2270
www.nelson-homes.com Fax:
e-mail: russanderson@shaw.ca

shame.’ I found out that there are more than 600 diverse species
of seaweed growing in this region, quite different from one
another and distinct from flowering plants and fungi.
Amazing! (Or are my city origins showing?)
Perhaps the most intriguing fact in this book is that in parts
of the world (not around the Georgia Strait, I’m relieved to
report) there is a certain Ribbon Worm—and all-told there are
900 species worldwide—that can grow to 100 feet long.
Next time I beachcomb I’m wearing gumboots, not opentoed sandals. There’s an unknown world in them tha’ tidal pools
made more accessible through the illustrations and commentary
of Johnston, Haugh and Taylor’s guide.
These slim volumes fit nicely into the pocket for a serious
botanical or aquatic escapade, or a leisurely morning stroll along
the beach.
Wild Flowers of the Sea Coast in the Pacific Northwest, Lewis
Clark’s Field Guide To, Edited and composed by John G.
Trelawny, Harbour Publishing, 1974 / 2004, $12.95.
Get Your Feet Wet: Illustrated Intertidal Notes from the Pacific
Northwest, Julie Johnston and Patricia Haugh. Illustrated by
Susan Taylor, Trafford Publishing, $6.95. 
FIRE AWARENESS from page 1
current information regarding burning and campfire bans and
comply with them. So far this year, more than 1,200 wildfires
have burnt over 105,000 hectares.
People cause about half of all wildfires in the province each
year, with many resulting from escaped backyard or grass burns
or abandoned campfires.
The biggest contribution people can make is to prevent fires
in the first place, and also to report fires as soon as they see
them. ‘Although weather is the biggest factor in determining the
kind of fire season we experience, the public also has a huge
impact,’ cautions Forest and Range Minister Richard Coleman.
‘When people take care to guard against the 50% of
preventable wildfires, we can save our firefighting resources for
fires caused by lightning.’ He went on to say that, given the
constant potential for lightning this time of year and the
difficulty predicting where lightning may strike, the Forest
Service needs everyone’s help. 
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Red Tide time ~ Trysh Ashby-Rolls
Before you search for dinner on the Strait of Georgia’s seashore
this summer, Department of Fisheries and Oceans cautions that
amateur bivalve harvesters should check for Red Tide warnings
(for information see box below). Red Tide contaminated
shellfish can cause Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning (PSP).
PSP can be life threatening. But only if you consume
contaminated bivalves—shellfish with two shells, such as
mussels, clams, oysters, geoducks and scallops. Finfish such as
salmon are okay. So are crabs, shrimps and prawns. The onset of
PSP symptoms is extremely rapid and there’s no antidote.
Children are at highest risk.
Officials from the Canadian Food Inspection Agency test the
water every week, year-round, in all areas where bivalves grow.
Harvesting is often forbidden in one area or another. It’s also
illegal to harvest during Red Tide closures, and anyone caught
doing so faces prosecution and a fine. To say nothing of a
possible death sentence if the shellfish are eaten.
Contaminated oysters, clams and other bivalves taste no
different than non-contaminated ones. Neither freezing nor
cooking removes the poison.
Red Tide is really a misnomer. It cannot be seen on the
ocean’s surface, unlike the green phytoplankton often visible in
patches. It is ‘bloom’ of a group of single-celled organisms called
dinoflagellates. Dinoflagellates are always in the water. ‘Under
certain environmental conditions not well understood by

CHECK BEFORE YOU HARVEST

Allan-Erikson
The wedding of Gillian Joy Allan and Trevor Daniel Erikson
was celebrated on June 24, 2006 on Pender Island.
In perfect weather, wedding guests gathered on the beach
to witness the ceremony at Brooks Point, with Mount Baker’s
snowcap as a backdrop. The nuptials were led by Pender
couple Shel and Christy Neufeld. The bride and groom were
attended by the groom’s daughter Shakti Baker and the family
dog, Charlie. Shakti, dressed in a pink raw-silk dress, was both
the flower girl and ring bearer. Charlie sported a blue silk
bandanna with green fringe.
The bride and groom’s outfits were made from Chinese silk
which the groom had purchased during a trip to China last
summer. The bride’s dress, designed by the bride and crafted
with the skill of fabric artist Jan Ede, was pale, vibrant green
with a green-blue chiffon tie. The groom wore a dark green
and blue replica of a Chinese jacket he had found on this
travels, also made by Jan.
At the beach, following the ceremony, a parchment scroll
was signed by all guests.
The bride’s father Howard Allan and siblings, Kori, Bentley
and Blake Allan came from Ontario to host the celebration.
The bride’s mother, Phyllis Allan, came from Victoria to help
organize the sumptuous food and exquisite décor at the
reception. Other members of the bride’s family came from
Ontario to enjoy the day, including grandmother Helen
Doerksen; Aunt Ruth and Uncle Dave Pope; Uncle Frank and
Aunt Jean Allan; Aunt Louise Maxted; cousins Ryan and
Chantal Allan (from California) and Rodney and Christina
Allan. Many family friends also attended from afar, including
guests from Texas and numerous locations in Ontario.
The groom’s parents Cheryl and Leroy Erikson and
brother Greg Erikson, all from the Lower Mainland, came to
share in the celebration. Other family members that attended
from the area included: Aunt Gloria and Uncle Robert Moffat
and their children Rob and Natalie; cousins Arlene and
Wayne Hand; cousins Donna Smith and Lorne Carrier; and
cousin Jacqueline Miller.
Many friends of the bride and groom also travelled from
Penticton, Prince George and the Lower Mainland.
A reception and dance were held at the community hall.
Floral arrangements by Margaret Alpen and her daughter
Wendi Lopatecki were exquisite. Sixteen hanging baskets,
crafted by Michelle Masselink at Hope Bay Farm, completed the
splendid setting.
Caterer Angela Southward’s delicious buffet meal included
locally raised roasted chicken from Pender’s Iona Farms. The
bride’s mother had made two wedding cakes: a carrot cake and
the bride’s favourite, chocolate, with white sponge on top.
Many members of the community attended to dance to the
gypsy flamenco folk sounds of Vancouver’s Tambura Rasa. The
musicians included friends Ivan Tuckov and Tarun Nayar.
Come and See Us at the Dock!

Docks de Realty
Hope Bay

Ltd

Pender Island

NEW! Virtual Tours - visit
www.propertyonpender.com

1. Call Fisheries & Oceans Canada toll-free at
1.866.431.3474.
2. Go to www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/ops/fm/shellfish/biotoxins/closures/default_e.htm.
3. Call local fisheries offices in your area. See the blue pages of
your phone book.
4. Shellfish harvesting from contaminated areas is illegal &
carries penalties.
5. Crab, prawn, shrimp, finfish are not bivalves. They’re OK.
6. Bivalves include mussels, oysters, clams, geoducks and
scallops.
7. Toxic shellfish looks and tastes the same as non-toxic
shellfish. The toxin can’t be tasted or smelled.
8. PSP is not killed by freezing or cooking.
9. If you eat contaminated shellfish, call 911.
10. Symptoms include: tingling of lips and tongue; tingling
that spreads to neck, fingertips, toes; headache, dizziness,
nausea; may be mistaken for drunkeness; muscular
paralysis; and difficulty breathing.
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Photo: David McCallum

Shellfish growers provided 1000 oysters for this year’s Cortes
Island Oyster Festival in May. Red Tide has since forced closure
of the shellfish industry.
science, we get blooms of this type of plankton,’ says Dr Tom
Pedersen, dean of Earth and Ocean Sciences at UVic. ‘They’re
really half-animal, half-plant, some of which produce toxic
chemical compounds.’
Bivalves filter the seawater for their food and are not directly
affected by Red Tide toxins if it’s blooming. ‘The oyster is fine.
We’re not.’
Nor is the shellfish industry if closures go on for too long.
David McCallum, research and development coordinator for
the BC Shellfish Growers Association, says closures can have a
‘dramatic effect on the industry. One high count [of Red Tide]
over a large geographic area means laying off workers, and
growers don’t want to lose them. While they can’t harvest, the
workers are kept busy doing other things.’ Like painting,
washing, tidying up.
One grower, who does not wish to be named, says his lost
revenues since the recent closure began June 13 have amounted
to $100,000.
Sharon Hadden, owner of Fanny Fay Oysters, says the
closure is not unexpected. Closures are built into the business
plan. ‘It’s turned into a bit of a holiday. This week we’ve run out
of things to do, but we’re not losing revenue. The demand for our
product is always strong.’
‘Public safety is of paramount importance,’ says McCallum.
‘Not dollar loss.’ 

Phytoplanktons, breadbasket of the oceans ~ Trysh Ashby-Rolls
Sea green or sea blue? Different hues reveal the presence or
absence of different concentrations of sediments, organic
materials, and phytoplankton. Those very green patches floating
around in the Salish Sea these days are naturally occurring
phytoplankton population explosions—called ‘bloom.’
What are phytoplankton? The word phyto comes from the
Greek and means plant; plankton means, ‘floating in the sea.’
For starters, they’re good stuff, the foundation of the marine
food chain that can tell us a lot about the health of our world.
There are actually many thousands of types of phytoplankton
existing all over the world. A few phytoplankton species produce
chemicals toxic to human when ingested, usually in the form of
fish or shellfish which have themselves ingested the plankton.
To grow, these microscopic plants need water, chemicals and
sunlight. Since sunlight is most plentiful close to the ocean’s
surface, that’s where phytoplankton stay. That green colour is
due to the pigment chlorophyll, necessary for photosynthesis—
the process whereby they use sunlight as an energy source to
fuse water molecules and carbon dioxide from earth’s
atmosphere. The atmosphere is a rich source of carbon dioxide;
millions of tons drop into the ocean every year. These are the
building blocks that make phytoplankton grow—plus a few other
supplemental nutrients that come from deeper waters.
According to David Herring of NASA’s Earth Observatory,
‘When surface waters are cold, deeper waters upwell, bringing
these essential nutrients such as phosphorus and nitrogen
toward the surface where the phytoplankton may use them.’
Upwell?
Dr Tom Pedersen, dean of Earth and Ocean Sciences at
University of Victoria explains: ‘It’s a complicated process driven
by winds pushing the current that’s flowing north-south while
the earth is rotating east-west. The water is therefore continually
being pushed so that it wants to flow away from the coast.’
The intense currents created by this phenomenon are warm.
The water sitting on the top expands and is less dense than the
cold water underneath. Upwelling is the process by which the

cold water rises to the surface, but this can’t happen if there’s a
barrier above it, which is what lighter warm water creates.
The seabed is a repository for ‘about 90% of the world’s total
carbon content,’ reports David Herring. ‘Mostly in the form of
dead biomass.’ At the best of times and under ideal conditions
phytoplankton only live for a day or two. When each individual
organism dies, it sinks to the ocean floor, returning its ingested
life-sustaining nutrients for reuse.
However this ‘recycling’ cannot happen if the flow of
nutrients is blocked by disturbed upwell patterns. Plankton
starve. There is no food for fish and sea mammals. In addition,
the oxygen exhaled by phytoplankton (like all plants) into the
atmosphere ceases.
On the other hand phytoplankton can have harmful excessive
growth, going out of balance in the other direction. ‘A
PHYTOPLANKTONS, please turn to page 11

FEATURE
PROPERTY#1

FEATURE
PROPERTY#2

FEATURE
PROPERTY#3

“Island Home
with Character”
MLS#211994
$279,900

“Hilltop Home
with Ocean Views”
MLS#214572
$339,900

“Country Acreage
With Views”
MLS#212657
$569,000

John Gower Design Ltd

Invest Ethically
Caring where your money is invested
can go hand in hand with good returns.
Learn more at: www.pinchgroup.ca

Custom home design

BC Mountain Homes

(250) 405-2468
(877) 405-2400

Stock plans & plan modifications
604 221 0336 www.bcmountainhomes.com
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"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Galiano Island: Beautiful oceanfront 10+
acres estate property, custom designed &
built home, S/SW/W exposures, option to
build second home & 2 sep. guest cottages.
LiRead.com/1353.htm $1,600,000

Salt Spring Island: Lovely 3 bed home with
great covered deck, sep. 2-storey studio,
vegetable garden, located close to Ganges,
lots of space & sun here.
LiRead.com/1436.htm $387,500

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview townhome
in Kingfisher Cove, private end unit,
kitchen with breakfast area, living with
fireplace, walk to Ganges.
LiRead.com/1456.htm $495,000

Pender Island: Oceanfront with sweeping
panoramic
oceanview,
S/SW/W
exposures, 3 bed modern home,
community water.
LiRead.com/1405.htm $948,500

Salt Spring Island: Totally renovated home,
wood floors, updated bathroom, country
kitchen, mudroom / laundry, studio,
building site available.
LiRead.com/1471.htm $499,000

Salt Spring Island: Prime oceanview
custom home, cook’s kitchen, wonderful
solarium, sep. carport, fenced vegetable
garden, gazebo, sunny 6.79 acres.
LiRead.com/1386.htm $1,890,000

Salt Spring Island: 4.45 acres, 3 bed main
home, sep guest cottage, sep workshop /
office, ADSL, seasonal creek, meadow areas,
potential for horses or sheep.
LiRead.com/1408.htm $699,000

Salt Spring Island: Lakefront with dock,
renovated 4 bed /3 bath home, guest suite
potential, workshop / studio, S/SW/W
exposures.
LiRead.com/1480.htm $1,050,000

Salt Spring Island: Authentic oceanview
character cottage, 3 beds, large workshop,
wonderful English Country style gardens,
community water. A gardener’s joy!
LiRead.com/1355.htm $599,000

Salt Spring Island: Exceptional lakefront
estate, dock, 11+ acres, wonderful main
house, wood floors, vaulted ceilings, 2 sep.
guest studios, sep. home office, 2 sep. retreat
buildings, sauna.
LiRead.com/1438.htm $2,975,500

Salt Spring Island: Sunny Zebra designed
home with superb design ethic, 2 bed / 3
bath, access to private shared oceanfront
point.
LiRead.com/1449.htm $869,500

Salt Spring Island: Lake & mountain
views, 3 beds, 1000+ ft of decking, fully
fenced property, forest & meadow mix.
LiRead.com/1476.htm $459,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, 3 bed / 2
bath home, wraparound decks, swimming
pool, lovely gardens, fruit trees,
greenhouse, close to beach.
LiRead.com/1440.htm $699,000

Salt Spring Island: Sea glimpses, 5 bed / 4
bath home, inlaw suite potential, games
room, great kitchen, elegant living & family
areas, sep. garage / workshop.
LiRead.com/1451.htm $659,000

Salt Spring Island: Duck Bay oceanfront,
S/SW/W exposures, designer kitchen, cosy
den, music / library, sep. guest suite, office
with sep. entry. Warm ocean swimming
here!
LiRead.com/1462.htm $1,690,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, sunny 3 bed
/ 2 bath home, country kitchen, guest suite,
double carport.
LiRead.com/1464.htm $491,000

Salt Spring Island: Long Harbour
oceanfront with year round moorage, 3
bed / 3 bath home, wood floors, guest
suite potential.
LiRead.com/1482.htm $1,920,000

Salt Spring Island: 2+ acres, pristine forest
with trails, fenced vegetable garden,
charming studio, seaview potential,
building site prepared.
LiRead.com/1481.htm $429,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront, super beach,
totally renovated cedar cottage, wood
floors, sunny deck, panoramic oceanviews,
private one plus acres.
LiRead.com/1479.htm $1,322,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront in prime
area, dock potential, S/SW/W exposures &
great views, 3 bed / 2 bath home, sep
double garage. A relaxing getaway or build
your dream home!
LiRead.com/1432.htm $1,450,000

Lots and Acreages
Mayne Island: 0.29 acres, motivated seller, excellent investment. $99,800
Salt Spring Island: Private 2 bed cottage, sep. studio / workshop, pond. $419,000
Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, 5.68 acres, S/SW/W exposures. $399,000
Salt Spring Island: Panoramic oceanview, 160 acres, seasonal creek. $1,500,000
Wise Island: Sunny Oceanfront lot, access to water system, close to Galiano’s Montague Harbour. $310,000
Mayne Island: Spectacular lowbank
oceanfront, shoreline includes all of St. John
Point, coves, beaches, private bay, 64+ acres,
E/S/W exposures, historic orchard,
pristine first growth forest with trails.
LiRead.com/1478.htm $15,000,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, 4.42 acres, driveway roughed in. $350,000
Salt Spring Island: Pastoral 10+ acres, in the Fulford Valley, mountain views. $629,000
Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront, moorage potential, 3.40 acres. Rare! $530,000
Wise Island: Low bank oceanfront, small beach in small cove on protected side of island. $175,000
Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, 8.79 acres, arable land, close to beach access. $599,000
Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, 4.32 acres, 270 degree viewscapes. $584,000
Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, about 160 acres, drilled well, solar power, all day sun. $1,999,000

Li Read
RE/MAX Salt Spring
Each office independently owned and operated.

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131
Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"

ISLAND TIDES, July 27, 2006, Page 9

Boy in the Sea ~ Trysh Ashby-Rolls
here was barely a breath of wind so Frank Schliewinsky,
an international real estate consultant, had the sails
furled on his 44-foot cutter-rig sailboat, Libelle. He and
his neighbour, Brad Benson, an environmental magazine editor,
were on their way to the Queen Charlotte Islands from Gibsons
on a July afternoon six years ago. The two men chatted in the
centre cockpit.
Benson pointed about 50-yards to the right of the boat.
‘What’s that?’ The thing floating in the water looked like a piece
of flesh-coloured styrofoam. Boating litter and logs can do
serious damage to a boat.
Schliewinsky, busy manoeuvring his way through 100-yard
wide Welcome Passage, between Thormanby Island and the
Sunshine Coast, trained his binoculars onto what looked like a
dummy used in marine rescue exercises. ‘It’s
not moving. You look.’
‘Looks like a Bart Simpson doll.’
‘Or a lifejacket with a boy in it.’
In summer, especially in a body of water
used by dozens of commercial and pleasure
boats making their way up to Desolation
Sound, Schliewinsky wasn’t taking any
chances. He turned Libelle around. Whatever it
was out there it wasn’t moving. Yet as he
brought his boat closer, ‘the thing’ looked more
and more like a small child. Completely inert.
‘God Brad, I hope it’s not dead.’
They decided to blast the air horn to see if
they could get a reaction from the floating
bundle. Four times they leaned on the horn.
The youngster—if that’s really what it was—didn’t budge.
Benson got the oars for the dinghy and pulled it alongside. ‘As
he was climbing in,’ Schliewinsky takes up the story, ‘a small
wave flowed over what I was now sure was a kid. Sure enough, it
began to kick.’ Wearing a red-and-blue lifejacket, its knees
drawn up to its chest, with its small hands over its eyes he says,
‘It was almost too much to believe. But it was real.’
Reality added to a sense of urgency.
Benson rowed as fast as he could, but never having rowed
this particular craft before, it took some getting used to. Asked
how he felt about the impending rescue, he says, ‘I had a certain
reluctance about it, yes. I wanted someone else to fetch the kid if
he was dead. When the child spluttered, I thought thank God,
he’s alive.’ About 40-feet from the child at first, he gradually
made progress until he was close enough to see a little boy, about
2-years-old, with blond hair.
Neither man knew that a massive search was already
underway for the missing child who had fallen overboard. A
distress call had come in to the Rescue Coordination Centre,

T

Victoria and had been transmitted to CFB, Comox, where the
search and rescue helicopters are on hand, as well as the Buffalo
SAR aircraft.
Libelle has all the proper VHF equipment below as well as a
handheld radio. However, Schliewinsky says, ‘I can’t hear the
VHF when I’m running the engine hard. And the handheld uses
so much battery power I use it only in emergencies.’
He was in the thick of one.
By now Benson was close to where the youngster bobbed
around in the mildly choppy water. ‘His eyes were shut and I
didn’t want to scare him. He just lay there calm and quiet.’
So Benson reached out his hand and grabbed the child by one
foot. Immediately, the little boy’s eyes popped wide open ‘like
he’d come to life.’
‘You’re okay,’ Benson soothed.
The child didn’t cry, or make any sound
at all.
‘Probably in shock,’ says Schliewinsky.
Benson, a father and grandfather, agrees.
‘Dazed but okay. Fit little guy, breathing, and
in no apparent immediate danger.’ The little
boy’s only reaction was putting out his arms
to be picked up.
‘He clung on. I kept thinking about how
much there was to do, so I could only hold
the little guy a minute.’ He told the child he
had to put him down. While he rowed back
to where Schliewinsky waited on Libelle’s
deck,
he chatted to distract the wet and
BABY DAVID
shaking boy.
By this time, the motor was in neutral and the mainsail up.
The two men worked fast. For one thing, they were concerned
about the increasing current in the channel and the possibility of
ending up on the rocks. For another, they didn’t know how long
the boy had been in the water. Schliewinsky grabbed him by the
strap on his life jacket.
As soon as they got him on board, Benson wrapped him up in
a big towel after undressing him, drying his hair, and replacing
his life-vest. ‘I had trouble getting it on. It had gotten cold and
stiff.’
Schliewinsky, about to get on the radio, heard it crackle.
‘Requesting assistance. Child overboard.’
‘Child found well. On board Libelle.’
He reported the boy’s condition—mildly hypothermic—his
breathing rate and skin colour. Then he reported his position.
Everything seemed to happen at once. The Coast Guard
Auxiliary arrived in a 16-foot runabout, a helicopter circled
overhead, while a Coast Guard zodiac and the Sea Lord, owned
BOY IN THE SEA, please turn to page 11

LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

STANDING SEAM METAL ROOFING
F O R WATER C OLLECTION S YSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157

CELL 250-361-5028

FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 21 Years

What are your
options?
Find out from your
Gulf Islands’ alternative
energy specialists

Energy Options
energyoptions@telus.net

250-537-8371

364 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island
electrical contractors • solar • wind • microhydro systems

JAKOBSEN

ASSOCIATES
C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes
K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water

VITR OVERHEAD from page 1
evidence of such consultations in the Application. Further, the
Commission Panel considers that some of the issues explored in
the hearing process could have been avoided had BCTC engaged
key stakeholders in a more open discussion of project
alternatives. In particular, the Commission Panel believes that
some of the project alternatives identified during the hearing
process could have been identified and evaluated by BCTC prior to
the CPCN Application and hearing process.’

Radiation from Power Lines
had produced numerous calculations of electromagnetic
radiation from power lines, and these had been challenged by
TRAHVOL and IRAHVOL witnesses. But in the end, BCUC rejected the
argument that overhead power lines are a health hazard. ‘The
Commission has addressed the issue of health concerns from
EMF exposure in several previous decisions and has concluded
that the scientific evidence regarding EMF effects is inconclusive
and does not support the theory that power line EMF is a health
hazard. In view of the lingering uncertainty and until science is
able to provide more definitive evidence, the Commission has
previously concluded that a strategy of prudent avoidance and
low cost attenuation where possible is appropriate, and has
expressed an intention to keep itself apprised of EMF research.’
The Commission concluded: ‘The Commission Panel accepts
BCTC’s calculations of the EMF profiles and finds that the EMF levels
associated with the existing and proposed lines are well below the
established exposure guidelines … in the absence of convincing
new evidence that indicates that change is warranted and/or
imminent, the Commission Panel concludes that it should not
impose lower EMF exposure standards on VITR … the Commission
Panel directs BCTC to file a public report with the Commission every
two years, or sooner if there are major developments in the field,
that summarizes the latest results of EMF risk assessments and any
changes in guidelines developed by the World Health
Organization, ICNIRP, Health Canada and others, where relevant.’
BCTC

"From the first Blue Sky
Architecture have been
regionalists in the best
sense of the term. They
have been deeply involved
with the ecology and
topography of southern
British Columbia and its
wonderful interweave of sea,
forest, and rock ."

HELLIWELL + SMITH
BLUE SKY ARCHITECTURE

4090 Bayridge Ave West Vancouver BC V7V 3K1
t 01 604 921 8646 f 01 604 921 0755
bsa@blueskyarchitecture.com
www.blueskyarchitecture.com

Interestingly, later in the report, BCUC states: ‘The
Commission Panel expects that if EMF and safety concerns had
been supported by the evidence then those concerns would have
been determinative. They were not.’

Property Values
Because the VITR proposal does not involve the building of a
transmission line on a new right-of-way, but the replacement of an
existing line, the Commission concluded that it would not have a
significant effect on property values. Effects, said the Commission,
would be short term and could result from the controversy
surrounding the construction of the replacement line.

• BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

Environmental and Aesthetic
Considerations
BCTC’s argument on these points amounted to the observation
that since there were already transmission lines in place along
the existing right of way, the substitution of one line for another
would make little difference in environmental or aesthetic
impact. The Islands Trust argued that BCTC should consider
alternatives that provided the opportunity to restore the natural
beauty of the Islands, but BCTC argued that this would be an
expensive ‘luxury’ and could not be afforded. The Commission
agreed, saying that it thought the new transmission towers
would be an aesthetic improvement on the old ones.
BCTC has still to obtain environmental permits for VITR.

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

Lowest Cost Wins
In the end, BCUC concluded that new transmission capacity was
needed to serve Vancouver Island and VITR would be the lowest
cost alternative. No other considerations, or the Sea Breeze
alternatives, would matter enough to overcome this cost
advantage, and that public convenience would be best served by
the alternative that would have the least effect on future
electricity costs. 

)LQGWKH
PLVHU\LQ
LVODQGOLYLQJ
*HWDKLODULRXVDQG
ZLOGO\WZLVWHG
SHUVSHFWLYHRQWKH
*XOI,VODQGV
:LWKTXHVWLRQDEOH
WUDYHODGYLFHDQGD
IUHHZLOGOLIHJXLGH
,QDOOILQHERRNVKRSV

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

WATERFRONT PROPERTY
FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND
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$169,900
7

ACRE LOTS
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Invasive species control
gets a boost
The recently formed Coastal Invasive Plant Committee (CIPC) got
a boost from BC’s Ministry of Agriculture & Lands on July 14. The
group received $14,000 to aid its work in dealing with the many
invasive plants that occur on the coast—scotch broom included!
The contribution from the ministry will help complete regional
invasive plant management strategies, including a baseline
invasive plant inventory; a public education and awareness
program; and communication and information sharing.
CIPC is a non-profit society dedicated to improving invasive
plant management in the region by promoting coordination and
cooperation amongst stakeholders. The group operates
throughout Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands and the Regional
Districts of Powell River, Mount Waddington and ComoxStrathcona. CIPC includes representatives from provincial and
local governments, First Nations, utilities, industries and
conservation groups.
For further information about CIPC and regional invasive
plants, please email: coastalinvasiveplants@gmail.com. 
LETTERS from page 4
Committee hijack the very process that they have asked the
community to trust, a process the Minister of Community
Services is underwriting.
Over the past two months facilitator Gordon Sloan has led
meeting after meeting of 80 to 120 community members in
crafting the design for a facilitated review of OCP forest policies.
You’re in charge, he kept telling us.
Sloan closed the July 9 gathering by asking ‘The question is
do you meet again? ...do you need to reconvene again?’ Advising
that he would not be available for the next ten days, he agreed to
prepare and publish Draft #3 ‘without saying it is in some
binding form.’
I quickly found this document posted on the Islands Trust
website, opening with ‘When in final form, this is the document
that sets out the process design for the review.’ Ratification by a
public meeting could give it validity. No such meeting has taken
place.
At the special meeting, the Trust Committee rushed to
formal receipt of Draft #3, as is. Trustee Michael Sharp stopped
Trustee Roy Smith's attempt to finalize the report, beginning by
deleting ‘draft’ in the title and removing that admonishing first
sentence.
Acknowledging that ‘it is not our document,’ the Trustees
bypassed any further public review and asked for a staff report
in six days based on Draft #3. On Wednesday, July 26, the
Trustees intend to initiate the next phase before the public can
comment on staff recommendations.
The goodwill of so many to work together is now abused. I
wonder how the Trustees will rebuild any faith in their project?
Will the Minister forgive their squandering of special funding?
Carolyn Canfield, Galiano Island 
LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Anne
Clemency Perrins (Deceased)
of Salt Spring Island, BC
intends to make application to
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for a 10-year lease
for
Residential-Private
Moorage
situated
on

Take notice that Anne Susan
Perrins of Salt Spring Island,
BC intends to make application
to
Integrated
Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
10-year lease for ResidentialPrivate Moorage situated on

Provincial Crown land located
in the vicinity of Welbury Bay,
Salt Spring Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is 1412830. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Senior Land Officer at
501-345 Wallace St, Nanaimo,
B.C. V9B 5B6. Comments will
be received by ILMB until
August 31, 2006. ILMB may not
be able to consider comments
received after this date. Please
visit
our
website
at
under
www.lwbc.bc.ca
Current Land Applications for
more information.
Be advised that any
responses to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

Provincial Crown land located
in the vicinity of Welbury Bay,
Salt Spring Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is 1412834. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Senior Land Officer at
501-345 Wallace St, Nanaimo,
B.C. V9B 5B6. Comments will
be received by ILMB until
August 31, 2006. ILMB may not
be able to consider comments
received after this date. Please
visit
our
website
at
under
www.lwbc.bc.ca
Current Land Applications for
more information.
Be advised that any
responses to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

How a small dry island can deal with water issues
Jenny MacLeod
At the second of a series of three workshops on sustainable
groundwater management, hosted by the Gabriola
Groundwater Management Society, the Ministry of Natural
Resources demonstrated a computer model illustrating the
action/reaction of groundwater resources.
Craig Forster from the University of Utah, who designed the
model (and who is contributing to the Pathways Project as a
volunteer), explained how more data could be included and how
the results of this added data would affect the actual usefulness
of the model. He told us what data had been applied and how he
had used it to reflect groundwater conditions.
A number of local geologists attended the Saturday, July 15
workshop. They were able to give useful details of geology and
how the model might be fine-tuned to Gabriola.
The workshop group decided to use the model for
groundwater factors that will illustrate how groundwater
functions on the Island, generally. While it would be possible to
fine-tune this to particular Island areas, it would take very
specific data. Since the data readily available is general to the
Island (rainfall statistics, new housing starts, cistern sales) the
model can be a representative tool to describe the probable life
of Gabriola’s groundwater resources.

The Data Required
To set the model in motion, we now need to input the
information relevant to Gabriola and Gabriolan’s present
lifestyles. We need to know who is collecting water and how they
use it. We also need to know how much water is being used.
Additionally, since this model operates over time, historical data
and future projections of water usage need to be considered. For
example, how many homes and other buildings are planned for
construction and when? The model must also take into account
significant seasonal factors and local geological data.

Different Kinds of Water Use
Workshop participants decided to define water by use:
horticultural (gardening at home); agricultural; commercial;
and domestic (in-house and outside gardening, pets, etc.)
Horticulture is an area which needs water use assessment.
Everyone gardens differently; some use xeriscaping which takes
little water, others have large gardens which produce flowers
and food for the family as well as providing wildlife habitat.
Commercial enterprises also use large volumes of water.
Restaurants need to maintain proper hygienic standards—

dishes, eating and serving implements, glasses, tables and floors
are constantly being washed. The same is true of hotels where
guest bathroom facilities are standard in every room, and B&Bs
where many people occupy one residence. We need to include
the approximate measurements of this water used as well. Water
volumes for public toilets also need to be included.
Agriculture needs water and we need to assess how much.
Brett Korteling from the Islands Trust will be establishing (by
zoning) what farms and orchards and market gardens we have
on Gabriola, and Gabriola Groundwater Management Society
(GGMS) has volunteered to ask those who farm for an assessment
of the volume of water they use.
Domestic water can be divided into three categories: inhouse water supplied by a well; in-house water supplied by a
cistern/well system; in-house water supplied by water
catchment collection.
A breakdown of in-house water volume by category will
allow the adjustment of our model to different parameters. For
example, if 10% of householders are now collecting water for inhouse use and next year 15% of Gabriolans collect water we can
adjust our computer model to reflect that. The results of 10%
versus 15% of Gabriolans using water collected from the sky can
be measured and the difference it will make on groundwater
resources quantified.
I came away from the workshop with more questions than
answers. Upon reflection, I see that the groundwater system is a
highly complex, ‘living’ thing. To begin to understand the issues
you have to understand the entire supply/demand situation. I
think this is one of the most exciting projects I have worked on.
By coming to grips with this we have started a journey that is
longer than we anticipated.
I thank Sonia Talwar of Natural Resources Canada for
organizing this with GGMS. I also thank Murray Journeay and
Craig Forster whose brainchild this is, and Pat Lapcevic of the
BC Ministry of Environment for her support. I also want to say a
special thanks to Gisele Rudischer and Sheila Malcolmson, our
local Island Trustees, for coordinating research and staff time to
provide the data that this project needs. And last but not least I
thank the dedicated group at GGMS who work to make this
project possible.
Jenny MacLeod is president, Gabriola Groundwater
Management Society. 

SATURNA from page 3
many years, spoke lovingly of his wife and their shared life.
Rosemary had rigorous training as a nurse, with midwifery
being her specialty. She was marvelously resourceful, down to
earth, practical, capable with strength and courage. She worked
for years in Vancouver hospitals and was esteemed.
Len and Rosemary met in Fort Saint John in 1957 where
Rosemary was visiting a friend. Len tells the story that
begrudgingly he attended a tea dance at the Legion and noticed
this lovely young lady. After being introduced to Rosemary he
eagerly attended several more! They married shortly thereafter.
Len and Rosemary had an adventurous life with two careers
going,
nursing
and
LAND ACT:
engineering—and raising a
NOTICE OF INTENTION
family of four. Early on they
TO APPLY FOR A
lived in a boxcar with a
DISPOSITION OF
caboose stove for heating and
CROWN LAND
cooking. One night they
noticed that snow was
Take notice that Maryann
swirling in their ‘room’—it had
Hume of Salt Spring Island,
BC intends to make application
filtered through the cracks.
to
Integrated
Land
Len quit that engineering job
Management Bureau (ILMB),
and they decided to take that
Ministry of Agriculture and
postponed honeymoon way
Lands, Coast Region office for a
south in High Level, Alberta.
10-year lease for ResidentialLen has a lifetime of stories
Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown land located
about their lives together. He
in the vicinity of Long
ended his loving eulogy by
Harbour, Salt Spring Island.
saying, ‘We had a wonderful
The Lands File Number that
life. It was an adventure for
has been established for this
both of us.’
application is 1412845. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Senior Land Officer at
501-345 Wallace St, Nanaimo,
B.C. V9B 5B6. Comments will
be received by ILMB until
September 9, 2006. ILMB may
not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at
under
www.lwbc.bc.ca
Current Land Applications for
more information.
Be advised that any
responses to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

Markell Kaiser
Close friends of Markell
Kaiser invited the community
to a celebration of her life at
Saturna Lodge on Sunday,

July 16. The celebration was held out in the beautiful garden
with a lovely array of food and wine offered. Many members of
Markell and Nick’s family were present to chat and share time
together with Island friends. Markell had a wonderful talent for
creating parties and honouring social occasions, as she was an
excellent organizer and an outgoing, warm-hearted woman—a
party seemed the appropriate way to honour her spirit. Ian
Smyth spoke briefly in commemoration of Markell. Generous,
was the word he choose to describe her way in the world.
Both Len Horne and Nick Kaiser have lost the best friends in
their lives. Both have raised families with their wives, been
mutual career people and led interesting lives. Both have said
that what they miss the most is the talking/being with their
wives—the loving companionship forged over decades, deeply
relied upon to provide a sounding board, emotional stability,
and intimacy. Perhaps it is a measure of their capacity to love
that they feel such loss.

Turning 30, Oops 70!
On the 7th day of the 7th month, seven Saturna Islanders who
are turning 70 this year had a celebration at the Rec Centre and
invited friends, family and Islanders to come join in the fun.
Sylvia Kuzyk, Jim Bavis, Jody Bavis, Tom Johnstone, Dick
Walenta, Hugh Grasswick, Cunliffe Barnett, and three other
Islanders were born in 1936. Hmm! Does that tell you
something about the demographics of Saturna Island?!
Emcee Ron Monk introduced everyone and then read a long
list of all the cultural items that came into being during their
lifetime. A wonderful dinner had been prepared by many hands,
Hugh Grasswick was the chef and served up BBQ beef and
Barbara Grasswick was the person in charge.
When DJ Al Stonehouse spun the platters with selections from
the ’40s and up, many people hit the dance floor. The evening was
a fun and inspired celebration. Happy Birthday! 

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643

Visit our advertisers & catch up on past issues at:

www.islandtides.com
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Water toy warning
If inflatable water toys are used for anything other than intended
by the manufacturer, the user may be subject to fines and even
prosecution. This advisory from Transport Canada is the result
of an alarming climb in the number of accidents this summer—
one recently in Nanoose Bay where three teenagers used an
inflatable water toy as a boat.
‘These toys are not designed for boating activities and
Transport Canada considers their use to be unsafe for such
activities,’ the federal department warns in a recent news
release.

Transport Canada recommends that inflatable self-propelled
water toys, if used at a beach or lakeside, should only be operated
in shallow waters where the operator can wade. And if used by
children, they should be supervised at all times.
Any other use, according to Transport Canada, may result in
a significant hazard for the user, as those Nanaimo fellows know
all too well after being pulled from frigid waters by their rescuers.
Further information about pleasure craft requirements can be
found in Transport Canada’s Safe Boating Guide at:
www.tc.gc.ca/marinesafety/TP/TP511/menu.htm 

Ferry schedules available on cell phones
Summer travellers on the move can now get ferry schedules
instantly using their cell phones. In May, Dan Youra Studios
began to offer wireless ferry schedules for Washington State’s
public ferry, private ferry and British Columbia ferry routes to
travellers with cell phones that support text messaging.
BOY IN THE SEA from page 9
and operated by the child’s father, pulled up alongside Libelle.
‘Prepare to transfer,’ the radio crackled.
‘Acknowledged.’
After some consultation between the child’s father and
stepmother, the little boy was taken by helicopter to St. Joseph’s
Hospital, Comox, where he was checked over, found to have
suffered no ill effects, and released. His dad, who later radioed
Schliewinsky and Benson to say thank-you, wasn’t charged with
any offence. He had committed none.
The Sea Lord was fully childproofed and young David
Buxton wore a regulation PDF at all times. Canadian Coast
Guard personnel determined that the 2-year-old had climbed
over the rail and fallen into the water.
There could have been a very unhappy ending to this story. In
fact two.
The current flowing with the outgoing tide into the Juan de
Fuca Strait would likely have swept little David out to sea had
Schliewinsky and Benson not acted on their instincts to turn
around and check the ‘piece of Styrofoam’ or ‘rescue doll’
bobbing in the water.
Although Schliewinsky took his video camera with him, he
only had time to take about 30 seconds of the incident during the
hand-over to the Coast Guard. When he reviewed the tape later,
he spotted a tug entering the channel towing a large barge—
about 10 minutes after Benson had grabbed the boy, rowed back
to Libelle, and dried him off.

The text messaging fee is US99¢ which appears on the cell
phone bill at the end of the month. Travellers who plan to take
multiple ferries can subscribe to the service for one month and
choose up to eight ferry route schedules for US$2.99. More info
is available at www.youra.com. 

Boating safety
contravenors get
on-the-spot tickets
A new boating safety agreement, signed by the governments of
Canada and BC, came into effect in June. Under the agreement
any boater who flouts boating safety rules can be ticketed on the
spot, rather like getting a speeding ticket.
Lacking the proper safety equipment on board, disobeying
speed limits, carelessly operating a vessel and drinking underage or even having a bottle on board (unless the boat is equipped
with kitchen, bathroom and sleeping facilities, and is anchored
or moored) can result in a ticket and hefty fine. Where the same
agreement is in effect in six other Canadian provinces there has
been a noticeable improvement in both levels of adherence to
the rules and boating safety. 
PHYTOPLANKTONS from page 7

Little David on his third birthday sitting between ‘Uncle
Brad’ Benson and Frank Schliewinsky.
‘It just wasn’t time for young David to cash in his chips,’
Benson remarks.
Yet that’s not all. There’s even a ‘happily-ever-after’ ending to
this story. David, now 8, his mother and siblings, have made
‘Uncle Brad’ an honorary member of their family. Twice a year
they have get-togethers, and although it’s unclear whether the
youngster remembers Brad Benson plucking him from the
water, he does think him pretty special.
When someone saves your life, there’s a bond. 

combination of global temperature change altering nutrient
flows in the food web and site-specific increases in pollution …
can contribute to the harmful growth of algae,’ says Jay Ritchlin,
a marine conservation specialist for the David Suzuki
Foundation.
Ritchlin says there are things humans can do in the interest
of maintaining clean oceans. ‘We need to avoid agricultural runoff by using fewer fertilizers, or by applying better practices if we
do use them. We must keep livestock out of the watersheds and
add sewage treatment plants, particularly in Victoria (see related
article page 12). And we must push for fish farmers to shift their
industry from open net cages to closed tanks.’
Scientists say these micro-organisms are important to study,
and they’re learning a lot about how they may be influencing
climate and environmental change. Or is it the other way
around—climatic and environmental change are influencing
phytoplankton?
What science does seem to agree upon is that phytoplankton
depend upon certain conditions for growth and are therefore a
good indicator of change in the environment. Fisheries and
Oceans note in their State of the Pacific Ocean Report, 2005,
‘The greater understanding by the structure and functioning of
the ecosystem and the changes it undergoes has a direct impact
on the yield of marine organisms, the operations of the fishing
industry, and the assessment and management of other
activities which impact the marine ecosystem.’ 
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AUTOMOTIVE
SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

FOR RENT

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

Victoria roommate wanted to share
spacious 2-bedroom Fairfield
condo for September. Clean, quiet,
cooperative. One excellent cat in
residence-approx. $450/month. Call
Jennie 250-384-4090.

Heavy Metal
Excavating

ISLAND EXPLORER

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

PROPERTY

TRANSMISSION SERVICE

MANAGEMENT LTD.

Road test by qualified
technician
Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
40-point driveline
safety check

250-654-0230

only

39
for cars

$

.95
*

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)
* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

GSA Auto
Rentals & Sales
Monthly
Rentals
from $525.
Mention this ad and
get an additional
10% off.

Rent/Lease/Buy

Southern Gulf
House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER ISLAND: Spectacular
ocean views from almost every
room in this southwest facing
home! The property is on 1.07
acres of sloping and treed land. 2
large bedrooms + den/office; 2-1/2
bathrooms; wood stove–$1,300.
This tastefully furnished 3
bedroom house is available for at
least one month up to one year
ending June 2007. You'll enjoy
barbequing on the wide deck and
gazing at the views of the ocean
bay. (Photos can be viewed at
www.myidealhome.com, enter
#81661).–$1,000.
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

Quality Used Cars & Trucks

We will pick you up
from Ferries and Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788
SIDNEYCARS.COM

HELP WANTED
Pender Island Cable and Internet is
looking for a part-time technician.
Must be able-bodied and possess a
current BC driver’s license with a
clean driving record. Some
computer skills are essential. Some
heavy lifting is required. Please
apply in person if possible , if not,
send
resume
to
pendercable@mascon.bc.ca

FOR SALE
Stylish electric mortorbike w/
working headlights and signals.
Purchased in US for $1000. Suits
8–18 years. Call for photo. Perfect
island transportation! $400. Pam
604-531-0466 or dellerae@telus.net
Prefinished 3/4-inch rustic maple
T/G solid wood flooring by Mercier.
160 square feet at $3.50/square foot
250-629-6849
Garage Sale: Saturday, July 29, 9am
to 3pm, 37141 Galleon Way, (Buck
Lake) Pender Island. Kitchen Island
With 4 Bar stools; Good Condition
Couch Green/burgundy; Area Rug,
Great for Cabin; Bunk Beds With
Storage Good Condition. 604-3763909, Sharon

Soil delivery, yard
leveling and clearing,
sewer hookups,
trenching, backfilling.
B i g o r s m a l l j o b s-B

Fr ee E s ti mat es
(250) 656-7579

FREE
SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL
Gulf Islands
Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan

,f
Live

Bulk Water Delivery Ltd

• 3000gals Drinking Water •

Tank Filling, Cleaning,
Sales & Rentals
Pool Filling

ava
ilabl
e

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes
& Aluminum Railings
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
C A LL D AVE W O O DE
C ONT RAC T ING :

25 0- 5 3 7 -2 9 9 0 o r
1- 8 0 0- 8 04 - 628 8
Servicing the Gulf Islands

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599

CRD Health Approved

Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

250-474-7912

www.flynn.ca

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

GETAWAYS

Well Drillers

MAUI
Vacation Condos

539-5252 or
250-478-6937

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

REAL ESTATE
Land for sale in Magic Lake, Pender
Island. Water/sewer connection at lot
line. $126,000. 604-596-9514

resh & frozen seafood

The Fishery Afloat

1-250-744-6842

Waterworks

THIS & THAT

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

on the ‘ Gul

e I’
f Isl

Watch for the ‘Gulf Isle I’, bringing products
from Salt Spring Island's premier seafood
market, ‘The Fishery’...
• BC’s best wild-only salmon, live
local crab, fresh halibut & other
seasonal seafood
• gourmet canned wild-only salmon
& albacore tuna (smoked/plain)
•sample our famous salmon
candy & smoked salmon pate

Come visit us all summer
long from 11am–5pm:
FRIDAYS
Miners Bay, Mayne Island
SATURDAYS
Montague Marina, Galiano Island
SUNDAYS
Poets Cove, South Pender Island
FOR ADVANCE ORDERS:
call 250-537-2457 or
email fish@saltspring.com
Traditional Chinese Medicine

Acupuncture

Used by people for
over 3000 years and
recognized by the
World Health
Organization as a safe,
effective, drug-free
therapy for many
common health problems.

Trevor Erikson, R.Ac
Registered Acupuncturist
For an appointment call the
Pender Island Health Centre:

629-3322

WANTED
Single pane wood windows and old
cedar shakes in decent enough
condition for reuse as shed siding.
We will come and take ‘em away,
preferably on Pender Island. Gillian
or Trevor 250-629-3380.

MARINE
ISLAND
MARINE
CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

• DOCKS
• RAMPS
• PILE DRIVING
Toll-free:
1-866-399-7525
www.heavymetalmarineltd.com

BUSINESS OPP
www.PROVEN
HEALTH
SOLUTIONS.net
Electrically Available®
Nutritional Supplements
Help others attain Ideal
Health & be highly rewarded.

FREE educational info
package. (250)220-1262

BC Gold
Mining Claims
Invest, or recover
gold yourself!
40 acres & up from
$2000+ (CDN)

www.BCgold.ca
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BC Lung Association
confirms air pollution a
health threat

Photo: Ingrid Paulsen & Pamela Gutrath

A timeless summer moment on the Islands.

Province requires CRD to provide sewage treatment
Based on the recent Society of Environmental Toxicology and
Chemistry (SETAC) report presented to the Capital Regional
District (CRD) and additional analysis by the Ministry of
Environment, the CRD has been directed to provide a plan for
sewage treatment to the provincial government no later than
June 2007, Environment Minister Barry Penner announced on
July 21.
Currently, the CRD releases its sewage into the ocean
untreated, relying on water dilution and the ocean currents. As
recent analysis shows, including the SETAC report, historic and
projected population growth in the capital region makes natural
dilution unsustainable.

The ministry has directed the CRD board to submit, for
approval no later than June 30 next year, an amendment to the
CRD Core Area Liquid Waste Management Plan detailing a fixed
schedule for the provision of sewage treatment.
The minister is also requiring the CRD to provide an interim
progress report on this amendment no later than December 31.
The report should outline options relating to the type, number
and location of facilities, preliminary costs of treatment, as well
as a proposed implementation schedule.
To ensure value for taxpayers, the CRD is encouraged to
consider new technologies and alternative financing and
delivery options, including private sector involvement. 

Accommodation & Attractions
Vancouver Island & Around the
Georgia Strait
CAMPGROUND

In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest. 1o min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or 3 min drive.
Visa, Mastercard, AmEx

305 Rainbow Rd

Salt Spring Island

250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

WHALE WATCHING &
MARINE WILDLIFE TOURS

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria

Close to UVic, hospital & the
ocean. Organic breakfasts,
private bathrooms. $50-$80

250-598-7015

aboard highspeed zodiacs
from Ganges,
Salt Spring Island

August 4–7 • 2006
Art by: Sheryl Sawchuck

Page’s

Daily Admission : $10
(Kids 12 & under free)

Resort & Marina

Advance Tickets:

2006 Guest Artist:
• 1-866-898-8499 or (250) 338-2430
Robert Amos
• www.sidwilliamstheatre.com
• Available in July at ALL Thrifty Foods stores on Vancouver
Island, the Gulf Islands and the Lower Mainland
61 Filberg Road, Comox • www.filbergfestival.com
No pets please • Bike lock-up on site • Park & Ride

whittome’s travel
60 Station Street, Duncan

1-800-434-0566

Gabriola Island
250-247-8931

www.pagesresort.com

Delia’s Shangri-La
Oceanfront B&B

Phone to book
(June, July, August)

360º Breathtaking
Oceanfront Views

250 246 6006

Each luxury suite offers a
private entrance, deck, hot
tub,
ensuite,
fireplace,
satellite TV, microwave and
bar fridge.

1-877-629-2800
www.penderislandshangrila.com

travel.whittome@shaw.ca

CRD Director’s Report ~ Susan DeGryp
celebrated Canada Day at the Saturna
Lamb BBQ (it was wonderful) and
returned to Pender in time to enjoy the
barn dance at the Community Hall.
It was back to business the next day as I was
fortunate to attend an annual general meeting
on Piers Island. What a beautiful island and a
lovely community of many involved residents. I
can’t wait to return.

I

I met Minister Murray Coell, and MLAs
Maurine Karagianis and John Horgan, along
with Eric Lund and Gary Holman, my
colleagues as Electoral Area Directors, at the
Legislature. We were investigating ways to
lobby John Les, the Solicitor General to
reconsider the new police financing model for
small communities and rural areas. None of us
want to see our taxes rise while we all want
adequate policing.

Georgina Point Lightstation

Crofton Division

free mill tours

Going Somewhere?

Policing Costs

Reservations Required
Please call 1-888-656-9878
www.sidneymarinesafari.ca

140 exceptional artisans, entertainment
& great food on our waterfront park
& designated heritage site in Comox

Air quality in BC may be good compared to many areas of North
America, but existing pollution levels are nevertheless a health
concern to British Columbians, confirms the second annual BC
State of the Air Report, a collaboration between the BC Lung
Association and government environmental and health
agencies.
‘Exposure to air pollutants, even at low levels, poses health
risks,’ says Dr Ray Copes, medical director of environmental
health for the BC Centre for Disease Control (BCCDC).
Dr Menn Biagtan, program manager for the BC Lung
Association added, ‘More needs to be done to protect the public.
By providing trusted information that clearly exposes the risks to
health created by air pollution we hope to encourage
communities and government agencies to strengthen their
commitment to improving air quality and adopt tougher
measures aimed at reducing it.’
According to the federal government, air pollution causes the
premature death of at least 6,000 Canadians each year, more
than twice the number killed in car accidents. Those most
vulnerable include children, the elderly and people with existing
respiratory conditions.
The second annual State of the Air Report: clarifies the
health impact of declining air quality; explains why and how
pollution is more severe in some BC communities than others;
and details clean air regulation, policies and measures currently
in place.
An online version of the report is available at www.bc.lung.ca
or call 1-800-665-5864 to receive a copy by mail. 

A Memorandum of Understanding for the
continued operation and maintenance of the
Georgina Lightstation at Active Pass is in the
works between Mayne Island Parks and
Recreation Commission and Parks Canada.
The site will continue to be an attraction to
residents and visitors as part of the Gulf Islands
National Park Reserve.
Georgina Point Lightstation was originally
established in 1885 and automated and destaffed in 1997. For the last several years, the
Lightstation’s grounds have been impeccably
maintained by MIPRC and used for
community functions.
I would like to thank all those who took part
in the public portion of the recent meeting of
the Harbours Commission on Mayne Island.
Those in attendance were supportive to the

issues the Harbour Commission faces.

Galiano Park Land
Declined
On Galiano, I appreciated the community’s
attendance and input regarding the proposal
for a potential park. I took part along with the
members of the Galiano Parks and Recreation
Commission in the deliberations over this
extremely complex proposal and your
comments assisted us in arriving at our difficult
decision to decline the offer of land.

Noise Bylaw
The draft version of a new noise bylaw the CRD
been working on is almost ready for
publication. There will be opportunities for
public comment on the draft.

Three Clean Air Initiatives
The newly-named SGI Clean Air Initiative
recently met on Pender Island realizing the
time is right for southern Gulf Island residents
to come together to protect and improve our air
quality. Federal dollars have been made
available to municipalities for projects that will
reduce greenhouse emissions and the federalprovincial Fire Smart Program has made funds
available for initiatives that reduce fire risk in
our area. Contact me if you’re interested in
joining/helping us.

Bicycle Lanes - Help
Needed!
There is also money available from the
Ministry of Transportation and the federal
government for the construction of bicycle
lanes. It will take a lot of effort by any interested
residents of the Southern Gulf Islands to make
this happen. Perhaps some of you would like to
form a task force to explore the possibilities for
your Island. Call me for details. 
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1.06 acre waterfront $375,000
Community water, shared access
Cleared, drainage, siting survey

Joan Combes, Broker/Owner
250.539.2121 fax 250.539.5567
toll free 1.866.539.2121
www.saturnarealty.com

0.56 acre waterfront $335,000
South-facing, panoramic views
Includes refurbished Airstream

