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A lighthouse on Chrome Island guards the entrance to Deep Bay, adjacent to Denman Island.
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National defence review discussed in Sidney
Christa Grace-Warrick

aanich–Gulf Islands MP Elizabeth May
hosted a public consultation meeting for the
current Defence Policy Review. In attendance
was long-serving parliamentarian John McKay, who
is currently MP for Scarborough–Guildwood and
Parliamentary Secretary to National Defence
Minister Harjit Sajjan. The public input portion of
the review closes at the end of July.
An attentive crowd of about 200 met on July 18
at Mary Winspear Centre in Sidney to discuss the
Government of Canada’s consultation agenda: ‘the
main challenges to Canada’s security; the role of the
Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) in addressing
current threats and challenges; and the resources
and capabilities needed to carry out the CAF
mandate.’
Of the review, the ministry says, ‘Defending
Canada and protecting Canadians is the
government’s most fundamental responsibility. This
review will provide the clarity needed to balance
priorities, respond to emerging challenges and
invest appropriately in Canada’s military.’ (A part of
the ministry’s mandate letter listing the ministry’s
role is in the BOX, on page 3).
MP McKay began by outlining the department
and listing the areas and the type of engagement in
which Canada is currently active. He said that a total
of 100,000 people worked for the Ministry of
National Defence and it has the largest federal
budget. National defence is so large that it has its
own justice system, its own health care system, its
own ‘language’ and culture and, if it were considered
a ‘province’, it would be the fourth largest. He said it
was responsible for the defence of Canada, of North
America under North American Aerospace Defense
Command (NORAD) and for international missions
under Canadian Expeditionary Forces Command.
McKay talked about countries where forces were
or might be deployed. Canada’s involvement in
North Africa, he said, was partly due to troops’
French-speaking capabilities. Many campaigns
were assigned to countries where ISIS was
destabilizing governments.
In East Africa, Somalia was a very active point.
ISIS was also making incursions through Gaza and
the Sinai Peninsula, further destabilizing Egypt.
A decision was soon to be made about a force in
centrally-situated Mali where ISIS is active, to the
north destabilizing Liberia and Algeria and to the
south, Nigeria. He termed the potential
expeditionary force to Mali as ‘robust peacekeeping’.

He described the Canadian force in Baghdad,
Iraq as, a general and 12 others diplomatically
‘running round the groups to stop them fighting’;
staff are particularly effective as they are ‘uniquely
Canadian, not American’. Other Middle East
missions are training missions.
In Eastern Europe, Canadian forces are teaching
treatment of the wounded in Romania and the
Ukraine. There is also a training mission in Poland,
which Poles would like to become permanent. In
Latvia, there is a mission of 450 personnel and six jets.
McKay described the three roles of international
action: diplomacy, robust peacekeeping and
training. He said that Canada ‘had some of the best
people in the world to do that.’
Prime Minister Trudeau, he concluded, wanted
more of Canada in the world, particulary in the role
of conflict resolution, a step farther than
peacekeeping.
The first presenter from the floor, Stan Brygadyr,
gave figures showing that Canada was spending less
per capita on national defense than 60-years-ago
and that forces in uniform were 60,000, half what
they were then. He commented that Canada was
contributing only 50% of the NATO standard. He
said it was a very dangerous world and Canada had
become a bit player and Canadians should be willing
to ‘pay the price for a big share in the world’.
Salt Spring’s Jan Slakov was speaking for
Conscience Canada whose motto is ‘Promote peace.
Stop paying for war’. Slakov said that we are all
involved in the miliary, insofar as our tax money, our
resources, are ‘drafted’ into the military. She said
there was a better use for those resources. She would
prefer a Department of Peace to be formed. People
in the military are ‘trained to kill’, she said, and ‘it’s
hard to change that mindset’. Do we achieve our
peaceful role by selling weapons? she asked. A
Department of Peace should look at the
interconnection of global issues, such as climate
change, which play a role in warfare. She wanted to
know if the current review had any such broad view
in mind.
Retired commander Peter Chance reminisced
about D-Day and shipbuilding. It is 15-years from
concept to the commissioning of ships. When, he
asked, will we cut steel for new ships?
Retired lawyer and ex-serviceman Bill Geimer
from Sooke, who is a Green Party advisor on
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Site C News - Natalie Dunsmuir
urrently under construction in the
Peace River Valley, the Site C dam
hydroelectric
project
is
controversial.
The dam would rise 60 metres into the
air, be 1,000 metres wide and would
create an 83 kilometre-long reservoir that
would flood an estimated 9,310 hectares
of land. The dam will cost around $8.8
billion to construct and operate, making
it BC’s largest public project in history.
There are currently several court cases
underway in opposition of the project.
Below is a compendium of news about
the project:

Paddle for The Peace

The 11th annual Paddle for the Peace took
place on July 9 to protest the Site C dam.
Hundreds of people took to the river in
kayaks to show their opposition to the
project, some coming from as far away as
Germany and India. Green Party Leader
Elizabeth May spoke at the event, calling
on Prime Minister Justin Trudeau to put
a halt to the dam.
‘The decision made by Harper’s
cabinet was made in defiance of the
evidence, and in contempt of First
Nations’ rights,’ May said. ‘They can’t rely
on anything the previous cabinet did,
because it was an ideologically driven
decision that ignored the evidence.
They’ve promised us evidence-based
decision-making, science-based decisionmaking, and a new approach of nation-tonation relationship based on trust.’
‘It violates every single precept of
sound policy-making. It’s a monstrosity.
It’s a decision that defies economic sense,
ecological sense, and human rights.’

Farmers Given Until
Christmas to Leave

According to Peace River Valleythirdgeneration farmers, Ken and Arlene
Boon, BCHydro will expect them to leave
their home before Christmas of this year—
despite there still being eight years before
the dam’s flood waters would cover part
of their farm. The news came from their
lawyer after he had been engaged in talks
NATIONAL DEFENCE REVIEW, please turn to page 3 with BCHydro’s properties division.
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According to the Boons, BCHydro plans
to expropriate their farm for the realignment of Highway 29 away from the
flood zone. The construction of the road
is estimated to take two years and is
planned to begin in 2017. According to a
BCHydro spokesperson, interviewed by
the online news source DeSmog,
BCHydro does have the legal right to
expropriate residents’ land if they refuse
to sell it.

First Nations’ Agreements

BCHydro has made agreements with the
McLeod Lake Indian Band and the Dene
Tha’ First Nations. The agreement with
McLeod includes an impact benefits
agreement, a contracting agreement and
a tripartite lands agreement. The band
will receive a lump-sum payment, along
with a payment stream over 70 years—
BCHydro has not released the details or
amounts of these payments. The band
will
also
receive
procurement
opportunities for McLeod Lake
companies, the transfer of Crown lands to
the band, and a commitment to ‘consider
land management initiatives involving
McLeod Lake respecting certain lands’.
The agreement was voted on by the
McLeod Lake Indian Band, which totals
515 members and is located 150
kilometres north of Prince George.
The agreement made between
BCHydro and the Dene Tha’ First Nation
includes a one-time payment and
BCHydro’s promise to keep the nation
informed about employment, training
and procurement opportunities during
construction. The Dene Tha’ Nation
resides primarily in three communities in
northwest Alberta, with 1,800 members
living on reserve and 600 living off.

Job Numbers

The Site C dam has passed an
employment milestone. The dam is
currently employing over 1,547 workers,
according to BC Hydro. Of these, 79%, or
1,223, are from British Columbia, and 443
workers are from the Peace River
Regional District.
SITE C NEWS, please turn to page 5
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BCHydro

We had a BC Hydro once, set up by Wacky Bennett,
Our province’s utility, and expertise came with it.
We generated lots of power, and sold some overseas,
We used the dams productively, our power wants were a breeze.
Things lasted thus for several years, till Gordon Campbell’s crew
Set up a scheme for private power, to see what they could do.

Who asked for all these mini-dams on creeks throughout BC?
Who engineered the Hydro’s debt, that’s plain for all to see?
Who but the Liberal government, with their empire-building friends;
And now the Hydro’s stuck with this, and a future that portends
That it must purchase private power, whether it pays or not,
And then will have to raise its rates to us who’re on the spot.
So do not blame the Hydro, blame the Liberal Government,
They’ll play this out in politics till it’s expedient;
Then when the rates are going up, with all due ceremony,
We’ll get an explanation, partly plausible, part phony!

—H. Barry Cotton

BC salmon farms investigation

The Sea Shepherd Conservation Society has teamed up with
Canadian biologist Alexandra Morton and actor/activist
Pamela Anderson for ‘Operation Virus Hunter’, a new
campaign investigating the lawfulness of the salmon farming
industry in British Columbia.
Operation Virus Hunter will see Morton travel aboard the Sea
Shepherd’s Research Vessel Martin Sheen over the course of
several weeks, tracing the major salmon migration route that
stretches from mainland Vancouver to the north end of
Vancouver Island.
Along the route, the RV Martin Sheen will be stopping at
various salmon farms to conduct audits for disease and other
factors, which will be done in a non-aggressive and nonharassing manner, according to Sea Shepherd.
‘The salmon farming industry thrives on secrecy, shrouding
its activities from public view,’ said Morton. ‘Operation Virus
Hunter will shine a bright spotlight on this industry. Canada
cannot claim it is protecting the oceans, including wild salmon,
while at the same time, allowing the farmed salmon industry to
release waste into the world’s largest salmon migration route.’
Sea Shepherd founder Paul Watson stated, ‘It is personally
very satisfying to me to send one of our vessels to my home
province of British Columbia, to address one of the most
insidious threats to biodiversity on the West Coast—salmon
farms. Our mission is to investigate, document and expose an
industry that is spreading disease, parasites and destroying the
natural habitat of our wild salmon—the coho, the sockeye and
the chinook. These exotic Atlantic salmon simply do not belong
in these waters.’ 0
www.islandtides.com
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Editorial: ‘Fail-safing Island Tides’

month of dodging Canada Post disaster has been quite
draining. Having to think up Plans A, B, and C and keep
them up-to-date in a rapidly changing situation was
quite something. It wouldn’t do to spend $4,000 on printing
and distribution and then have it all locked up on a CPC loading
dock. Advertisers would not want to pay and Island Tides would
be in critical financial trouble.
Windsor Plywood’s time-sensitive flyer for Salt Spring was
my major consideration, which I solved by going on the press
three days early (at 24-hours notice—good systems and
organization do pay off, though I did have to do a bit of arm
twisting at the press—being a good customer paid off there).
I rerouted the Salt Spring shipment to Keating X-Rd in
Saanich and picked up those 5,300 newspapers in my car and
delivered them to the Salt Spring post office dock. I was betting
that the closer I got them to mailboxes the more likely they were
to be delivered.
I had an extra two hundred kilograms of newspapers to move
six days after cataract surgery (I was not supposed to lift more
than 7kgs). Luckily, my kind friend Peter Easthope came with
me to do the lifting. I had to slap myself on the wrist as I reached
out for them—after a quarter century, it’s almost a reflex to pick
up any bundle of newspapers in front of me.
The flyers, tucked inside those news-filled papers, were in
Salt Spring mailboxes on time—in fact, a bit early. After all that,
no Canada Post strike was called, Island Tides was delivered all
over the Salish Sea, and I started to rethink for round two.
Sure enough, we did have a lock-out, to start on the very day
we should next be on the press. After twenty-seven years of this
kind of challenge, I’m pretty calm under fire. So I said to Natalie,
‘Okay, carry on as normal in producing the newspaper, but hold
off paying Canada Post and sending the press-run order.’
We watched the situation hour-by-hour. It wasn’t actually
easy to get information. There were offers and counter-offers.
Had they been accepted? What did it actually mean on the
ground for Island Tides? Had I considered every angle?
There was no definite change by our Friday ‘send it to the
press’ day. Canada Post’s lock-out would still begin at 12:01am
on Monday. Luckily we had no really time-sensitive advertising
this time—one thing less to worry about.
So we put the new edition of Island Tides up on the website
and sent out our usual 2,000 emails to let people know it was
there, saying ‘Send this to all your email friends in case we can’t
deliver the print edition.’ Covering all the bases, we negotiated
with the press that they would accept our electronic file and

Canada Post documents by 6am Monday for 7am printing—on
the other hand we might not be in a position to ship it that day.
Then it was a weekend waiting game for me. I had a hunch
the government would intervene; it was patently ridiculous for
Canada Post to lock-out the posties when no strike had even
been called. But what did I know—and it was Island Tides’
money on the line.
I checked our newsfeed email for press releases one more
time on Sunday evening and, lo and behold, the minister had
intervened and cancelled the lock-out. I had a good think: there
was actually no ‘agreement to negotiate’ in place but CUPW
would hardly call a strike right away and surely Canada Post
wouldn’t redo the lock-out immediately. In any case, both had
to give 72 hours notice, perhaps enough time to slip Island Tides
through whatever happened next.
So it was 10pm and all systems had to go. Tania Morrison,
my angel at WebexPress, turned out to be paying attention too—
even on a Sunday night—and ready to make it happen. Canada
Post’s online booking site was working and happy to have me
pay for delivery starting the next day. Island Tides’ PDF shipped
faultlessly to the press’s FTP site. A bit nervously, I went to bed
to get up at 6am to softproof the press plates.
It all worked and you got your Island Tides. I don’t know
what will happen next but you can bet I am thinking about it.
In case we get in a pickle again, for this or any other reason,
you can always read online at www.islandtides.com, you can
read my new blog islandtideschrista.wordpress.com, you can
follow on Twitter: @islandtides, and check out our news minidoc videos on our YouTube channel: Island Tides TV.
It’s also a good idea to subscribe to our ‘heads-up’ email list
by simply emailing the word ‘subscribe’ to
islandtidesnewspaper@islandtides.com.
As you can see, Island Tides is becoming a multi-media
outlet, a great way of fail-safing.
Meanwhile, if you have ever thought of paying for your
Island Tides by voluntary subscription, do it now, today. We
need a lot more people to show that they appreciate the effort
that gets this first-class print newspaper to you.
Dear Readers, it’s really up to you. If not enough people care
enough to support the print edition, we won’t have it—even if
we can end-run Canada Post Corporation.
Remember Joni Mitchell’s Yellow Taxi lyric: ‘Don’t it always
seem to go. That you don’t know what you’ve got. Till it’s gone.’

Urgent! BC Hydro Rate Consultation

having no vehicle to go in search of lodging.
A local fellow offered to take them in for the night and then
had the audacity to charge them $500! Their lodging, while
perfectly acceptable, was a little outbuilding on his property. It
was not a B&B or recognized accommodation of any type and
no other services, such as meals, were provided. While they
appreciated his help they were taken aback by the cost of shelter.
We are grateful this couple offered them safe haven but are
disgusted with the exorbitant amount these young couples were
obliged to pay. We would have hoped a reasonable person
would have seen their way to lend a helping hand without such
an outrageous price tag.
Jim and Julie Duddridge, Nanaimo

Readers’ Letters

Dear Editor:
In 2007, the BC Utilities Commission (BCUC) allowed
BCHydro to bill residential electricity in two steps—with the
maximum allowed for Step 1 being what they claimed was
reasonable for home consumption. But they didn’t take home
electrical heating into account. In 2007, the premium charged
for Step 2 was 26%. Now it has risen to a 51% premium, and
everyone who heats with electricity pays that rate over the
winter. The Step 2 rate is amongst the highest in North America.
Over the past two years, an Okanagan group who don’t have
access to gas have petitioned the BC government to take action.
Now the BCUC has just announced they will receive
comments from those who cannot access gas (Gulf Islands for
example) about their concerns with paying Step 2 rates. The
catch—the window for comments is frightfully short—only to
August 15! Given that almost all Gulf Islanders are affected, it is
critical that those people are informed that they can comment
to BCUC about their electricity bill, and the rates being charged.
Compare your most recent bill with one from last
November-January. If on uniform billing, look at the rates for
electricity. To comment you must fill in the BCUC form, which
can be found at: www.bcuc.com/Register-Letter-ofComment.aspx.
Ian Robertson, Pender Island

Expensive Emergency Lodgings

This past Canada Day weekend our son and his wife and their
18-month-old son set out along with another couple and their
baby for a day enjoying Tribune Bay. They came by private boat
from Deep Bay. They thoroughly enjoyed their day at the beach
but were unable to navigate back across the strait because a
storm had blown in. They are experienced boaters and had
checked the forecast etc. They made two attempts but felt it was
too unsafe with waves coming over the bow. They returned to
shore to decide what to do. Things were made more difficult by
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—Christa Grace-Warrick

Tenors Change National Anthem

Dear Editor:
Have we lost all sense of proportion in this country? Our
neighbours are having a terrible time with racial difficulties and
we get all excited because a singer at a baseball game alters the
words to the national anthem to reflect concern about this.
He did not, you will note, chant some slogan for a political
position or party but reminded us of the loss of humanity in a
large part of the world at a time when hundreds of thousands
of people were about to enjoy a beer and a ball game.
When I think of the musical machinations which have
passed for national anthems at sporting events in the past it
strikes me that we can handle one aberration which calls upon
us to recognize that it was not only number 42, Jackie Robinson,
who was black but millions of others who did not have the talent
or the luck and simply want to have society value their existence.
It may well be that the sponsors have a quarrel with the
Canadian Tenors, but for the rest of us to get our knickers in a
knot when a celebrity uses an opportunity to speak out for
justice to minorities being denied it on the basis of skin colour
is uncharitable unto self-inflated piety. Have a beer! Play ball!
Rafe Mair, Lions Bay 0
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Eileen May Gunning 1928 - 2016

Gabriola’s Full-moon Lunatics enjoyed their moonlit hike on a warm summer night, walking 27kms around the island (see
story, page 4). Look for our Moon Dates, page 8, and plan your own group walk next month.

NATIONAL DEFENCE REVIEW from page 1

defence, said vision was need. Canada should resist lobbying by
arms makers and should shape defence policy for 30-years.
CF-18s should be ‘mothballed’, Canada should ‘decline to
replace them’ and we ‘should have nothing to do with armed
drones’. Expenditures, he said, drive policies. Canada should be
saying to nations in trouble ‘We have decided not to make
warfare from the air, how else can we help you?’ With the
money saved we should build ‘peace furthering vessels’. Since
threat to Canada was exaggerated, forces should concentrate
on peacekeeping abroad and Search & Rescue and oilspill
mitigation at home.
Much decorated ex-serviceman Ed Widenmaier changed
the topic in asking for funding for a long worked for cenotaph,
honouring recent campaigns, in Saanich. MP May assured him
there was a fund and Secretary McKay assured him it would be
put in hand.
Saul Arbess of the Canadian Peace Initiative returned to the
issue that the review should look at the big picture. Canada is
not considering a framework for the future, he feared. What is
Canada’s actual enemy? There needs to be consideration of
climate change. Currently, the military are Canada’s largest
users of fossil fuels. There needs to be a complete review of
military armament. There should be no engagement beyond
self-defence. The former Harper stance of defence of the Arctic
needs to be replaced by negotiation between circumpolar
nations. A future national defence role should be environmental
restoration. He pointed to Costa Rica’s department of peace as
a model for Canada and suggested cadet training in
peacekeeping, which the young were interested in rather than
military training. The military should work for nuclear
disarmament, we should reconsider Canada’s role in NATO,
and we should promote Canada’s achievment in being a
successful multicultural society.
Yeshua Moser of Mines Action Canada—which comprises
48 member organizations from churches to Canadian Red
Cross to the Mennonite Central Relief Committee—stated that,
for the past 10 years, we had turned our back on the Ottawa
Convention, the mine ban treaty.
Defence policy should be based on the protection of civilians,
he stressed. He saw a new threat from autonomous weapons
like drones; the world, he said, is not prepared for autonomous
weapons. He also called for a ban on explosive weapons with
wide-area effects, which create 90% civilian casualities;
incendiary weapons; and nuclear weapons, pointing to an
excellent public input process in New Zealand.
Oak Bay resident Joan Russow, who was leader of the Green
Party of Canada in the late ’90s, spoke of a decade of diplomatic
inactivity; the promotion of a ‘warrior nation’ image, through
military display; and the misuse of UN Article 51, the selfdefence clause, which lead to Canadian participation in
Afghanistan.
Martin Gavin warned against escalation in Ukraine which
he thought could lead to an undesirable alliance between Russia
and China.
Robin Roberts made a plea for peace education in schools
and in the nation generally. She sited Dr Terence WebsterDoyle (bravenewchild.org) as a visionary leader in this.
A surprise speaker was Sonia Furstenau from Shawnigan
Lake. Speaking very quickly, she outlined CFB Esquimalt’s part
in dumping contaminated soil in Shawnigan Lake’s watershed.
She received the loudest ovation of the night and Defence
Secretary McKay said he would look into it.
McKay responded briefly to the meeting. He was in favour
of NATO; and Canada wanted to ‘reengage’ not as a ‘warrior
nation but in all kinds of conflict resolution’. He firmly said that
future weapons would be unmanned and that Canada was
currently considered ‘a free rider by its allies’.
He concluded that the Department of Peace that people
wanted might well be Canada’s Ministry of National Defence.
Some speakers had a lot to get across, some were longwinded, using up other speakers’ time (most submissions are
fortunately on record in written form).
However, as is usual in an Elizabeth May meeting, it ended
on time with a lot having been said. 0

From The Minister of National Defence’s
Mandate Letter to Minister Harjit Sajjan

As Minister of National Defence, your overarching goal will
be to ensure that the Canadian Armed Forces are equipped
and prepared, if called upon, to protect Canadian sovereignty,
defend North America, provide disaster relief, conduct search
and rescue, support United Nations peace operations and
contribute to the security of our allies and to allied and
coalition operations abroad. It will be important that you
ensure a close link between defence policy, foreign policy and
national security. I also ask you to work closely with your
colleague, the Minister of Veterans Affairs and Associate
Minister of National Defence, to ensure a seamless transition
for Canadian Forces members to the programs and services
of Veterans Affairs.
In particular, I will expect you to work with your colleagues
and through established legislative, regulatory, and Cabinet
processes to deliver on your top priorities:
• Work with the Minister of Foreign Affairs to end Canada’s
combat mission in Iraq and Syria, refocusing Canada’s efforts
in the region on the training of local forces and humanitarian
support.
• Ensure that the Canadian Armed Forces have the
equipment they need. This includes:
a. working with the Minister of Finance to maintain
current National Defence spending levels, including current
planned increases;
b. working with the Minister of Public Services and
Procurement to launch an open and transparent competition
to replace the CF-18 fighter aircraft, focusing on options that
match Canada’s defence needs; and
c. working with the Minister of Public Services and
Procurement to invest in strengthening the Navy, while
meeting the commitments that were made as part of the
National Shipbuilding Procurement Strategy.
• Work with the Minister of Foreign Affairs to renew
Canada’s commitment to United Nations peace operations.
This includes:
a. making Canada’s specialized capabilities—from
mobile medical teams, to engineering support, to aircraft that
can carry supplies and personnel—available on a case-by-case
basis;
b. working with the Minister of Foreign Affairs to help
the United Nations respond more quickly to emerging and
escalating conflicts and providing well-trained personnel to
international initiatives that can be quickly deployed, such as
mission commanders, staff officers, and headquarters units;
and
c. leading an international effort to improve and expand
the training of military and civilian personnel deployed on
peace operations, while insisting that any peacekeepers
involved in misconduct be held accountable by their own
country and the United Nations.
• Maintain Canada’s strong commitments to the North
American Aerospace Defence Command (NORAD) and to the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).
• Conduct an open and transparent review process to create
a new defence strategy for Canada, replacing the nowoutdated Canada First Defence Strategy.
• Renew Canada’s focus on surveillance and control of
Canadian territory and approaches, particularly our Arctic
regions, and increase the size of the Canadian Rangers.
• Work with senior leaders of the Canadian Armed Forces
to establish and maintain a workplace free from harassment
and discrimination.
• Work with the Minister of Veterans Affairs and Associate
Minister of National Defence to reduce complexity, overhaul
service delivery, and strengthen partnerships between
National Defence and Veterans Affairs.
• Support the Minister of Public Safety and Emergency
Preparedness in a review of existing measures to protect
Canadians and our critical infrastructure from cyber-threats.
• Work with the Minister of Veterans Affairs and Associate
Minister of National Defence to develop a suicide prevention
strategy for Canadian Armed Forces personnel and veterans.
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An Island Family Business
For 50 Years!
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Consulting
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On Saturday July 2, 2016,
Eileen passed quietly in her
sleep in the care of the staff at
Rest Haven Lodge in Sidney.
The oldest of three
children, Eileen was born
November 13, 1928, to Basil
Hewitt Gunning and Olive
May (née Laffere). Her
childhood was spent in
Kerrisdale with summers on
the beach at Gower Point on
the Sunshine Coast, with her
siblings Ken and Ruth. This
was just the start of a lifelong marine involvement, as a Sea Ranger
and member of the BC Multihull Association.
She attended Maple Grove Elementary School and Magee
High School, and went on to graduate as a RN at Vancouver
General Hospital in 1950, and married that same year. In 1970,
she took further training, specializing in obstetrics and midwifery,
supervising this work in Edmonton and at Vancouver’s Grace
Hospital.
After years in Alberta and Ontario, she returned to BC and
settled on Pender Island where her community involvement
included the Ferry Committee. Eventually she returned to the
Sunshine Coast.
She was predeceased by her husbands Orren Lee Hoy and
Norman Robertson, and her younger brother Kenneth Samuel
Gunning. She spent the last 20 years with Patrick Brown; they
were married in 2011. She will be greatly missed by Patrick, and
her four children: Robin (Gabrielle), Randy and children Amanda
and Daniel; Christine Green with children Matthew, Kendall, and
Evan; and Claudia Bryden (Dan) with children, David (Catherine)
and Olivia. She is also survived by her sister Ruth and her husband
Bjorn Meyer and their family; and sister-in-law Flora Gunning
and her family. She also had many friends and family across
Canada, in the UK and Ireland.
Special thanks to the wonderful Rest Haven staff.
A Celebration of Eileen’s life will held in the fall.
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3D Computer Design
Permit
Plans
$
Foundations
& Framing
$
Siding
& Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Renovations
& Additions
)
Timberworks & Arbors
25 years experience
Licensed & Insured
Call Ron for free estimate

rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885

Done Right - Safely

• Foreshore Applications
• Docks • Moorings
• Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker & Corey Johnson

250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

Technical services for

Water Wells
Aquifers
Groundwater

(250) 658-1701

information@hy-geo.com

www.hy-geo.com

MOORINGS

INSTALLED, REPAIRED,
MAINTAINED
Dock Chain Inspection
& Replacement

Chris West
Dive Services

250-888-7199/250-538-1667

cdwest@telus.net

Next deadline:
August 3

FOR SALE

On Pender. Set of 3 vintage high-grade fir windows, in frames with sills,
and interior trim boards: 2 casement (50”x36”), 1 awning (36”x21”). Quick
install. Suitable for porch or outbuilding (or replace the single-pane
glass). $100. Call 250-216-2796.

www.islandtides.com
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Marinoni

Montreal filmmaker will
be on the west coast in
September.

Photo: Bob Estey

In the summer sunset, Mayne Queen docks at Lyall Harbour, Saturna Island.

AROUND THE ISLANDS

Lunatics at Large on Gabriola! -

A total of 30 Gabriolans and visitors took part in the
second annual Midsummer Full-moon Lunatics
Hike on July 16 and 17. The night-time hikers (and
some runners)—ranging in age from 10 to 84 years—
departed from the Village at 10pm and circled the
island for 27km along South and North Roads (see
photo, page 3). A pair of ‘counter-lunatics’ started at
Silva Bay and went in the opposite direction.
Although a few dropped off along the way, 15 out
of the 30 made the complete circuit, arriving back in
the Village before 4am. The night was beautifully
quiet, warm, dry and mostly clear. The nearly-full
moon was bright and the moon-lit vistas of fields,
forests, bays and channels were spectacular. The
conversations were animated and varied, and the
feeling that it was a wonderful and inspiring
experience was apparently unanimous.

Sipping And Swirling On Galiano

An island’s event that’s been happening for a quarter
century is Galiano’s Wine & Beer Tasting Festival.
This year on August 6, wine, craft beer and cider
vendors will pour in from BC and around the world,
say organizers Carol and Diane, daughters of the first
festival co-ordinator. This year, a pop-up store
means festival-goers can stock-up on bottles and
cases of their favourites just before they leave the
grounds.
The Galiano community treats this Health Centre
fundraiser like a close-knit giant family reunion and
an island’s worth of volunteers are involved. (See
‘What’s On?’, page 5, for details.)

Steven Earle

For a special showing of his
incredible film "Marinoni:
The Fire in the Frame" on
your Gulf Island contact
Tony Girardin:
marinonimovie@gmail.com
To preview see:
www.marinonimovie.com

Roasting Fancy Coffee

for mail orders since 1982

Plant and Animal Treasure Hunt

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com

E-BIKES

Sales & Service

batteries
bikes and kits

Now the exclusive Canadian
distributor for Juiced Bikes

Salt Spring Island • 250-538-0911

david@hilleater.ca
www.juicedriders.ca

TALISMAN

BOOKS &GALLERY
Art Show:

Douglas Sieberg
Opening August 6
Runs until August 18

250-629-6944
Driftwood Ctr, Pender Island

TOURS • RENTALS •
LESSONS • E-BIKE • SUP
YOGA RETREATS

An initiative by Parks Canada is getting families out
to explore nature on August 13 and 14 on Sidney
Island. The 24-hour plant and animal treasure
hunt—often referred to as a Bioblitz—is a race to
identify as many species as possible within a day.
Participants will use their smart phones to record the
plants and animals, acting as citizen scientists to help
experts identify the flora and fauna of the island. The
count will help identify rare and unique species and
find special habitats in need of protection.
There are two categories to the treasure hunt—
the Family Blitz, for those with kids who would like
to roam at their own pace, and the Nature Nerds,
where individuals and families with children over 12
learn from experts.
To learn more, go to www.pc.gc.ca/pnnp/bc/gulf/activ/activ14.aspx.

Salt Spring Artist Receives Order of
Canada

Abraham Anghik Ruben of Salt Spring Island was
honoured with the Order of Canada this year for his
artistic contributions as an Inuit sculptor. Ruben has
been sharing stories of his history and heritage
through his artwork for decades, focusing special
attention on the contact between Viking Norse and
the Inuit. He says this piece of history is ‘vital to our
broader understanding of what took place in this
country that we call Canada.’
Ruben is currently in the middle of several
projects, along with talks for international
exhibitions. He is hoping to use his artwork to
establish a fund in support of children in the Arctic.

Eagle And Dogfish - Dennis Forsyth

TOLL FREE: 1 (855) 629-6939
www.kayakpenderisland.com

Sometimes even a mature bald eagle finds itself
biting off more than it can chew. On July 7, one such
eagle dropped out of the sky onto a cruising dogfish
swimming near the surface some fifty meters off

Advanced Water Filter Media

Multiple Problems - One
O Solution
Removes: Hardness, Man
nganes
Ammonium, Iron & Organiic Matt
Uses less salt than a sofftener.
Will not afffect
fect pH.

Photo: Dennis Forsyth

Resilience of the People

shore in Lambert Channel off the east side of
Denman Island. Unable to get the shark into the air
while in the water, the bird resorted to an old eagle
trick and ‘swam’ the bird ashore by ‘rowing’, using
its wings as makeshift oars. The trip took about five
minutes but the bird persevered and managed to
haul its writhing and far from dead catch onto the
beach.
Rather than attempt to dispatch its prey on the
spot, the eagle then began to move the shark along
the beach in twenty to thirty metre short flights. The
fish was slightly longer than the bird and, by this old
fisherman’s estimate, was probably more than half
its weight. After several of these flights the eagle
apparently decided it was going the wrong way and
attempted a course reversal. And here it made a
critical tactical error. Instead of making the turn
inland over the beach it instead moved out over the
water. I suspect it was getting pretty tired by now and
the weight and continued writhing of the dogfish
caused it to drop it back into the water. Dogfish are
notoriously tenacious and I think this one very likely
survived the adventure and now has a story to tell
about the time it flew Air Bald Eagle on a short
summer holiday.

Texada Artists Studio Tour

‘People look across Georgia Strait, some directly at
Texada Island,’ says tour director Sandy
McCormick, ‘But how many people know this island
has a thriving artistic community, hugely inspired
by the natural beauty around us?’ Since the artists’
tour happens only every second year, she continues,
‘we have artists and artisans showing some amazing,
creative work, built up over a period of time. It’s
worth the effort to come and see what this wacky and
wonderful group is all about.’
To minimize the tour’s carbon footprint, a free
driver escort service is available from the Blubber
Bay ferry terminal and at the Texada Boat Club in
Van Anda should you travel with your own boat.
(See ‘What’s On?’, page 5, for details.)
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In 1916 an English photographer by the name of
Alice Lisle took photographs of First Nation
entrepreneurs and residents around the harbour of
Victoria. For 100 years the photos were kept in
storage, until in 2015 they were gifted to the Chief
and Council of the Songhees Nation. In 2016, the
Songhees Nation and the Robert Bateman Centre
worked together to incorporate these rare
photographs in a new exhibit called Resilience of the
People: A Visual History of the Traditional
Territory of the Lekwungen/Songhees People.
The exhibit covers a visual history of what is now
Greater Victoria, the Songhees First Nation’s
traditional territory. The exhibit contains maps,
drawings, and artifacts, in addition to historical and
contemporary photographs of the Songhees people.
The project is an important testament to the
changing relationship between the original and new
settlers of this area.
The exhibit is open daily until September 30.

Lively Peak Park Road

The Pender Island Parks and Recreation
Commission has conditionally approved the
building of a road through Lively Peak Park, which
would be used by ambulances and firetrucks in the
event of an emergency. PIPRC says that the 14-foot
wide road would only be used for incidents such as
a fire or other disaster on Schooner Road blocking
off Magic Lake from the rest of the island.
Residents are expressing concern about the
proposed road through a park and an eco-reserve.
Gary Steeves, who lives near the park, said that the
parks commission should consult with the public
immediately. ‘The allocation of funds for such a
project should be done only after thoughtful
community dialogue and open decision-making
processes are complete,’ he wrote in a letter to the
commission, ‘To alter the nature, hydrology and
topography of Lively Peak Park is a big deal and
should be subject to appropriate public scrutiny.’ 0
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A venerable arbutus tree hangs over the water on Mayne Island.

Beat the drought!

A

POLY TANKS
ALL SHAPES
ALL SIZES

SITE C NEWS, from page 1

These employees are working in varied fields, including as
carpenters, truckdrivers, crane operators, safety advisors,
general labourers, heavy equipment operators, mechanics,
electricians, workers’ lodge operations staff, construction
supervisors, environmental workers, and project staff.
Construction began in the summer of 2015 and employment
numbers have been rising steadily since then. By the fall of this
year, the key civil engineering contractor expects to have 600
workers on the site.

CSA Certified for Drinking Water

RAIN HARVESTING or WELL WATER for GARDEN & HOME
(See also our CSA Certified Septic Tanks)
LARGE INVENTORY • FAST SERVICE
MADE IN BC

8328 River Way, Delta, BC

www.premierplastics.com

Site C Lodge Construction

All of those many workers need places to stay—the second
phase in the construction of the Site C workers accommodation
lodge has just been completed. The lodge now contains 1,200
rooms, along with full dininghall and kitchen, lounge and
fitness facilities. The second phase, which added 900 rooms to
the 300 already constructed, was completed on-time and onbudget, according to a BCHydro press release. The company
constructing the lodge, ATCO Two Rivers Lodging Group, was
awarded an eight-year, $470-million contract for the
construction. When all three phases are completed, the lodge
will have 1,600 rooms

Over-budget and Behind Schedule

The lodge may have been built on-budget, but new documents
filed by BCHydro to the BC Utilities Commission show that the
project as a whole went over-budget recently. BCHydro
reported having spent $314 million more by the end of March
as was originally budgeted. According to BCHydro’s quarterly
report, the variances were ‘primarily due to earlier than planned
expenditures related to worker accommodation and main civil
works’.
The quarterly report also shows that Site C construction has
fallen behind on four of seven 2016 milestones, and is at risk of
failing to meet the deadlines of a fifth. The missed milestones
range from being one-month late to eight-months, and include
road work, site preparation and excavations. The worker
accommodation milestones were the only two met on-time.

Air Quality Monitors Turned Off

This spring, federal investigators with the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Agency (CEAA) discovered that air
monitors near Site C—measuring total suspended particulates,
carbon monoxide, nitrogen dioxide and sulphur dioxide—were
turned off. The CEAA issued a warning to BCHydro about the
breach in monitoring, saying that BCHydro ‘has been unable
to monitor air quality effects in order to inform the appropriate
authorities of exceedance of federal and provincial air quality
standards.’ The failure to monitor the air quality is a breach of
Site C’s Air Quality Management Plan and, if repeated, could
result in a $400,000 fine. 0

What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS

Saturdays till Thanksgiving

Pender Farmers Institute Saturday Market—Fresh, local
produce, baked goods, local art, artisan works and demonstrations,
culinary delights, buskers; bring your friends and family, enjoy coffee
and a snack, you never know what you’ll find or who you’ll meet •
Community Hall • 9:30am-1pm • Info: www.pifi.ca • PENDER

BUY

RAISE

INCREASE
SQ. FOOTAGE

MOVE

SUBDIVIDE
YOUR LOT

LEVEL

FIX YOUR
FOUNDATION

WWW.NICKELBROS.COM 1-866-320-2268

1-800-661-4473
office@premierplastics.com

Saturday, August 6

Symphony by the Sea—Vancouver Island Symphony; “Entrance of
the Gladiators”, a Strauss Waltz, “Mars” from “the
Planets”, music from “Raiders of the Lost Ark”,
“Phantom of the Opera”, “007” and “The Good, The
Bad, and the Ugly”; Flamenco Guitarist Eric Harper in
“Rain”; concertmaster Calvin Dyck with variations on
“Yankee Doodle”; “Skipping Sensations” in the “Can
Can” with the Symphony; 1812 Overture cannon blasts by popping
paper bags • Maffeo Sutton Park • 6pm • Free • NANAIMO

Saturday, August 6

Saturday & Sunday, July 30 to 31

24th Annual Galiano Wine and Beer Festival—Wines, beers and
ciders from near and far, souvenir wine and beer glasses, live music,
silent auction, local art, fabulous finger food; new this year: pop-up
wine and beer shop on site; a Health Centre fundraiser • Walking
distance from ferry • 1-4pm • Pre-event pancake breakfast: 9am12pm • Tickets: $45 at galianowinefestival@gmail.com • Adults only
• Info: www. galianowinefestival.com • GALIANO

Saturday-Sunday July 30-31

Denman Island Art Studio Tour—14 unique venues showcasing
local talent: photography, mixed media, sculpture, painting, fibre
arts, pottery, jewellery & much more • Free tour maps at Denman
Island Arts Centre • 10am–4pm daily •
www.denmanstudiotour.blogspot.com • DENMAN

Saturday to Monday, July 30, 31 & August 1

Sign-up Now! Youth Soccer Camp—Ages 3.5 to 14, led by World
Cup Soccer Camp coaches • School field • 6–14 years: 3:30pm6:30pm, $95; 3.5–5 years: 3:30-4:30pm, $45 • Registration forms:
www.worldcupsoccercamp.com, or pick-up at Southridge Store or
Talisman Bookstore, and drop off completed form and full payment
at either store • Local info: Roz Kempe 250.629.3622 • PENDER

Friday, Aug 5 to Wednesday, Aug 31

Texada Artists Studio Tour—20+ artists exhibiting in 14 studios;
meet them and see their work in painting, stitchery and fabric arts,
stained and fused glass, beading, wood carving, graphic design,
pottery, jewellery and beach glass • 10am-4pm • Free admission
(BBQ lunch available) • Register online for a driver-escort and walk
on the ferry from Powell River • Info: www.texadaart.com,
604.486.0334 • TEXADA

Saturna Artists’ Annual Studio Tour & Sale—Island artists
welcome you to 11 home studios and public display venues;
Pottery, paintings, photography, prints, cards, mixed media work,
textile collage, painted silk scarves, hand woven clothing and a
creative variety of wearable art and household accessories • Maps
available at island stores - follow the blue balloons • 11am-4pm •
SATURNA
Art in the Wash—Three great artists: Mae Moore,
painter; Ani Feuermann, photographer and Stan
Oglov, sculpture; plus music and refreshments in the
orchard • 2204 Paisley Road • Noon to 5pm • Info:
250.629.2676 or stanoglov@gmail.com • PENDER

‘Three Artists’ 18th Annual Summer Exhibition—
Paintings by Brian Mitchell, Keith Holmes, and Larry
Foden • Waterfront home setting, a view across the
Salish Sea, 667 Linklater Road • Noon–4pm daily •
Info: www.muralact.com or Louise Decario,
250.539.5760 • GALIANO

Red Tree Gallery Art Show—‘Letting Go’, paintings
by Judith Walker and the enchanting ceramics of
Guest Artist, Laura Sharp • Opening Reception:
Saturday, Aug 6 • Hope Bay Centre • Tue-Sun, 10am4pm • Info: 250.629.6800, www.redtreegallery.ca •
PENDER

Friday to Saturday August 5, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13

Fin De Fiesta Flamenco—Stunning international flamenco music
and dance ensemble brings Spanish fire to Gulf Island
tour stops; FRI, AUG 5: Gabriola Community Hall; SUN,
AUG 7: Victoria, Centennial Square; MON, AUG 8:
Duncan Showroom; WED, AUG 10: Galiano South End
Hall; ThURS, AUG 11: Mayne, Agricultural Hall; FRI, AUG
12: Salt Spring, Fulford Hall; SAT, AUG 13: Pender Island
Community Hall • Doors: 7:00pm; performances:
7:30pm • Tickets: $25/$22/$15 • Tickets and info:
www.findefiestaflamenco.com • GABRIOLA, VICTORIA,
DUNCAN, GALIANO, MAYNE, SALT SPRING, PENDER

Friday, Saturday and Sunday, August 5, 6 and 7

RECYCLED
HOMES

Call today for local distributor

Triple Intent—Three artists, three mediums, three interpretations;
Monica Bennett (felt), Sandy Shreve (photo art),
and Nancy Silo (ceramics) • Opening Reception:
Friday, August 5, 4–8pm; Featured: artists’
responses to the others’ works • Hours:
Saturday and Sunday: 11–4pm • Sea Star Winery, 6621 Harbour
Hills Dr • PENDER

Saturday, August 6

Annual hiroshima Day Observance—Peace circle,
5:30pm • Peace Park-Heiwa Garden, by ArtSpring •
Featuring local peacebuilding activities • Info:
250.537.5251 • SALT SPRING

Saturday & Sunday, Aug 6 & 7

Monday to Friday, August 8-12

Saturday & Sunday, August 13 & 14

Saturday & Sunday, August 13 & 14

Coombs Fair—4-H displays, animal barns, horse show, arts &
crafts, domestic science, needlecraft, photography, horticulture &
more; blacksmithing, spinning & weaving, beekeeping and master
gardening demos; live music, games, food and fun for the whole
family • Coombs Fairgrounds, Ford Road, behind Coombs General
Store • 8am–5pm • Tickets at gate • 250.248.4458 • Info:
www.coombsfair.com • COOMBS

Thursday, August 25

Celebration of Life—Margaret Griffiths, (September
26 1921 - April 11, 2016) Please join Margaret’s family
and friends for a Celebration of Life; Bring your favorite
story, song or memory to share; All are welcome • The
Galiano Hall • 1pm • Info: www.galianostory.com,
Debbie Holmes 250.539.2803 • GALIANO

Saturday, August 27

Pender Islands Fall Fair ‘Celebrating Local Food and Farms’—
Parade; agricultural and rural arts exhibits; entertainment; food; beer
garden • Community Hall • Market: 9:30am; Gate: 10am; Parade:
10:30am; BBQ: 5pm• Admission by donation; suggested donation
$5 • Info and catalogue: www.pifi.ca, Barb 250.629.3819 • PENDER

Sunday, August 28

Run the Rock Marathon—Half and 8km: it’s a serious
challenge - are you tough enough? • Info & registration:
www.runtexada.ca • TEXADA

www.islandtides.com
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Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank

ummer is so smooth, so easy. Laundry
dries, feet are dry and flip-flopping
around, the dog is dry. Last Wednesday
the baseball game with the Mayne Blazers was
on Saturna at our baseball diamond at Winter
Cove. I have never seen so many people, kids,
and dogs at one of our baseball games.
Hamburger scent wafted and the baseball
players playinged with gusto—balls shoot into
the air, players slid to bases. The barn swallows
were chirping loudly,
hawking over the entire
field, getting bugs for
their second brood.
People were sprawling in
chairs, at picnic tables,
on the berm—laughing,
talking, eating, watching
the game. Kids ran about
with abandon.
The evening light was
gold with the sunset
slowly evolving, the air
languid. I want to hold
on to these magic,
timeless intervals, savour
them. We are so very,
very fortunate to live
with peace and plenty.

Eelgrass Research

In mid-July, four students from the University
of Victoria were hosted at the Group of Thirty
meadow while they spent the week doing
research for various biology degrees.
They were using drones to gather
information about the location and extent of
eelgrass beds. For comparisons, students had
aerial maps, starting from 1932, which Parks
Canada had previously gathered when it
started its own research in 2003.
People who are delighted by the natural
world seem to clump together, and regularly
exchange observations about the state of the
world around them—just as artists, musicians,
loggers, and car enthusiasts do. Bill
Schermbrucker hosted a potluck for students
and interested islanders to get together to
share information.
Talk was fast and enthusiastic about this
foundation species. Nothing held the islanders
back—we confirmed each other, asked
questions, embraced the new science and
marveled that there were maps from 1932 to
utilize.
While islanders who were of the same ilk
don’t have drones and aren’t really sure if we
are doing ‘research’, we our year-in-year-out
living and curiosity has increased our
knowledge. Oddly enough, students now have
to go before an ethics committee to get
clearance to talk to local people about their
projects. This was startling information! The
students will be back in the fall to share their
findings, through our Saturna Island Marine
Research and Education Society (SIMRES).

Parks Day, Film Night, and
A Concert—Busy Weekend

Last Saturday was a feast of experiences for
Saturna Islanders. East Point Light Station was
jammed for Parks Day and the Saturna Heritage
Committee’s official unveiling of the East Point
Light Station Heritage Designation plaque.
Present to honour hard work and cooperation
were former senator Pat Carney, who spent 10
years getting a bill through to protect 87
lighthouses and helped us
specifically; Gulf Islands
National
Park
Superintendent
Marcia
Morash, representing the
lease held for our Fog Alarm
Building and our joint efforts
and
projects;
Lorne
Underwood representing
Saanich First Nations, on
whose traditional lands the
lighthouse
stands;
a
representative from Capital
Regional District which
holds the lease; and our MP
Elizabeth May, who helps
the community and our
projects in all ways possible.
Our visionary volunteer
extraordinaire Richard Blagborne, who
headed this long project, represented all of us,
who help as we can.
Saturna is a gifted community—as all our
Gulf Islands are—and sometimes we get to
really reap the joy and celebrate ourselves and
our true, lasting accomplishments. This metal
plaque commemorates an historic building
that has become a part of the social and
economic vibrancy of the community.
After the plaque ceremony, it was Parks
Day at the East Point Lighthouse. SIMRES, in
collaboration with Living Oceans Society,
presented an Intertidal Safari. There were
divers and live tanks on the beach and
volunteers to explain everything to the many
kids and their parents.
The orcas came by—seen from far away but
adding to the delight of the day! Parks and
Recreation, as usual, was handing out free
icecream.
On Saturday evening, islander Patricia Sims
presented her 80-minute documentary When
Elephants Were Young to a packed house at
the Community Hall.
On Sunday night, the Giambori Quartet
presented pieces by Schumann, Beethoven
and other composers to another full house.
What a weekend for locals and visitors! 0
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Did you appreciate this article?
Help Island Tides pay for
publishing it! Mail, phone in,

e–transfer, or Paypal your $30 annual
subscription today. 250-216-2267.

Thank You!

GALIANO ISLAND
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

Visit our web site at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca/islands/local-trust-areas/galiano/
E-mail: slloydderosario@islandstrust.bc.ca

SPECIAL ADVISORY PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENT

The Galiano Island Local Trust Committee (LTC) is accepting expressions of interest
for volunteer TELECOMMUNICATION STRATEGY Special Advisory Planning
Commission (SAPC) position(s). Terms of Reference can be reviewed at:
www.islandstrust.bc.ca/galiano/telecom
The intent of the SAPC is to review telecommunication policies and procedures,
inventory existing telecommunications infrastructure on Galiano Island and services
available to Galiano Island, identify gaps and needs in current services, and provide
recommendations to the Galiano Island Local Trust Committee on potential siting
criteria and consultation procedures for future proposals.
The successful applicant(s) will be appointed by the Galiano Island Local Trust
Committee. The term for the position(s) is 6 months.

As required by the Local Government Act, appointees must be electors of the Galiano
Island Local Trust Area and two-thirds (2/3) of the SAPC must be residents of the
Galiano Island Local Trust Area.
If you are interested in helping us plan our community’s future, please submit a letter
of interest and your resume before 4:30 pm August 19, 2016.

Submit your interest to:

Sharon Lloyd-deRosario
Islands Trust,
Suite 200 - 1627 Fort Street
Victoria, B.C. V8R 1H8
www.islandtides.com

Phone: 250.405.5167
Fax: 250.405-5155
Email: slloydderosario@islandstrust.bc.ca
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1968 and My Experience of the Chicago Convention
t’s not an experience that I talk about. The other day, I had
cause to think about August 1968 for the first time in a long
time. A reporter for the Canadian Press in Washington DC
called me to ask about any parallels between the current US
political scene, the unruly political convention season and my
experience at the Chicago Democratic National Convention.
It all came rushing back very quickly. The brokenheartedness. The oppression. The tear gas. Being with my
mother, who was a delegate for Eugene McCarthy, and not
being allowed to use the ticket to be with my mother.
My mother, Stephanie May, was a volunteer campaigner to
end the war in Vietnam. Sometime in 1967 it occurred to her
and to others that the best way to end the war was to oust
President Lyndon Johnson. Peace campaigners searched for a
champion; someone brave enough to challenge a sitting
president for the Democratic Party nomination. Many had
begged Bobby Kennedy to step up.
We heard great news before boarding the train from
Hartford to Chicago for a gathering of Dissenting and
Concerned Democrats in December 1967. Senator Eugene
McCarthy of Minnesota was ready to launch the quixotic quest.
He was already my hero–but that’s another story. I was 13years-old and heading with my mother to an historic event.
Eight months later, my mom and I took that train once
again. It already felt like a different country. Even though I was
only 14, I felt I had aged more than the eight months that had
sped by. I had watched as my mother organized to force
primaries in town-by-town petition campaigns. She and my dad
had taken a second mortgage on our home to print literature,
and for a while the only way through our living room was
through a narrow pathway between boxes from the print shop.
I rode ‘shotgun’ as she travelled the state to raise money and set
up local groups. Gradually our living room cleared. We were
forcing primaries and my mom became an elected delegate.
We began to feel hopeful. But in May, Reverend Dr Martin

News Digest
Vancouver Bans Bee-killing Pesticides

Vancouver City Council has voted unanimously to put a ban on
neonicotinoid pesticides within the city. Neonicotinoids are a
type of pesticide which causes widespread harm to pollinators,
including bees. They are thought to kill bees by lowering their
immunity to infection and weakening their ability to reproduce.
Neonics are currenly widely used in agriculture as a safer
alternative to DDT.
Within Vancouver, use of neonics is on the rise, not only in
agriculture, but also in day-to-day use by residents. According
to a report by the city, Vancouver residents use neonics on their
lawns to protect their grass from chafer beetles. However, the
report concludes that there are many other, less harmful, ways
to remove these pests.

San Francisco Bans Styrofoam

In keeping with its reputation for being an environmentally
friendly city, San Francisco has approved the US’s toughest
Styrofoam law. The city will put a complete ban on polystyrene
foam (known commonly by the trade name Styrofoam),
beginning January 1. Among other products, Styrofoam
packaging, cups and mooring buoys will be prohibited.
While some 100 cities in the United States have banned
polystyrene packaging, fully or partially, San Francisco is the first
to initiate a complete ban. Some critics say the ban will harm
supermarkets, as Styrofoam is commonly used for meat trays.
The city has responded by giving stores a six-month waiver to
have time to find an environmentally friendly alternative.
Styrofoam takes centuries to break down completely, cannot
be recycled easily and often breaks into tiny pieces, which find
their way into ocean food chains. In the US alone, 25 billion
polystyrene cups are thrown away annually. Globally, more
than 14 million tonnes of polystyrene is produced every year,
according to the French Minister of Ecology.

Gibraltar Mines Environmental Fine

Gibraltar Mines Ltd, the second largest open pit copper mine
in Canada, has been ordered by the BC Provinicial Court to pay
$70,000 for offences under the Fisheries Act, relating to the
Metal Mining Effluent Regulations. The mine, operated by
Taseko Mines Ltd and located just north of Williams Lake,
plead guilty to five offences that occured between August 15 of
2014 and May 31 of 2015. The charges include a failure to
complete environmental monitoring, a failure to submit
environmental reports, and a failure to report on a violation to
the limits of effluent discharge.
Of the penalty, $65,oo0 will be paid to the Environmental
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Luther King was killed. In June, Bobby Kennedy, who had
rethought his initial hesitancy and was running for the
nomination as well, was assassinated on the night of the
California Primary. Watts was in flames. Cities were plunged
into inter-racial violence.
My father had been worried about the risk of race riots in
Chicago. Maybe his daughter should not go to the convention.
I know my mother argued I had earned the treat of going.
Hadn’t I gone with her every weekend to canvass for McCarthy
in New Hampshire? Wasn’t it a good idea to let me experience
democracy in action?
She bought tickets made available to delegates in order to
bring family members to the convention’s visitor galleries. And
on the first night of the convention, I went with my mom to the
opening. After that, Chicago’s mayor, Richard Daley,
confiscated all tickets in order to stack the hall with municipal
workers raising placards reading ‘We love Mayor Daley’. The
old party boss system would not be easily broken.
The convention attracted protesters. Yippies, Students for a
Democratic Society, and Black Panthers organized protests.
Hundreds slept in Grant Park. The convention site was far
outside the city and the protests were on the outskirts of
Chicago.
The McCarthy delegates from Connecticut were at a hotel
on Lincoln Park, along the shores of Lake Michigan. On
Wednesday, August 28, we had all been watching the television
and convention proceedings. At around 6pm, we were crushed
when the vote to add a peace plank to the party platform was
defeated. I was with several other children around my age, a few
wives and mothers; we decided to go out into the lovely summer
day to get a breath of air.
I remember watching sailboats on the lake and a Blue Cross
softball game in progress. There was no protest—not in Lincoln
Park. And suddenly it all became very surreal. The National
Guard rolled in. Large jeeps and trucks with barbed wire strung
Damages Fund, while the remaining $5,000 will be paid as a
fine. Gibraltar Mines Ltd will also be added to the
Environmental Offenders Registry, a list created in 2009 and
containing all the names of corporations that have been
convicted of offences under certain federal environmental laws.

Burnaby Company Receives Funding for CO2
Capture Tech

The Burnaby-based company Inventys, which has created a
new and innovative system to capture carbon dioxide, has been
given a grant of up to $275,000 from the Canadian government.
The funding is for the further development of the new
technology, VeloxoTherm, a chemical-free and lower-cost
system that captures CO2 from post-combustion air using
structured absorbants.
‘Investing in the low carbon economy has the potential to
bring lasting health, economic, and environmental benefits to
Canadians and people around the world,’ said Parliamentary
Secretary Terry Beech.
The funding is being made through the National Research
Council Industrial Research Assistance Program.

NEB Suspends Enbridge Sunset Clause Review

Following the June 23 court ruling that overturned the
Northern Gateway Enbridge Pipeline Project approval and sent
it back to the federal government, the National Energy Board
has suspended their review of the project.
The NEB was undergoing a review process to decide whether
or not to grant Northern Gateway an extension to the project’s
sunset clause. That review is now suspended, along with the
NEB’s review of any findings from Northern Gateway
concerning the 209 conditions attached to the project.

- Elizabeth May, MP

across metal frames on the front of camouflaged vehicles; in the
back of the trucks young men, in matching camouflage gear and
helmets, held rifles. In another direction, a sea of baby-blue
plastic. Police in helmets with billy-clubs held hand-to-hand
formed another wall. Between flanks of National Guard troops
and police, the people in the park were forced into an ever
smaller space. Then we were tear gassed and all hell broke loose.
Late that night my mother and the other delegates made it
back to us at the hotel. They had walked from the convention
site in a candle-light protest against what Senator Abe Ribicoff
would later call ‘Gestapo tactics on the streets of Chicago’. We
were weepy and tired and also hungry.
One delegate, children’s author Oliver Butterworth, had
heard of an all-night restaurant in walking distance and we all
headed there. Once we had eaten, my mom and I wanted to go
back to the hotel. My mother and I took the sons of friend and
delegate Reverend Joseph Duffy. As we walked back through
the steamy-hot deserted streets at 2am, we would see AfricanAmericans sitting on the stoops of tenement buildings.
Recognizing in us the defeated supporters of McCarthy, they
would raise a hand in the peace sign. My mother squeezed my
hand and said, ‘Don’t worry kids. We’ll be fine as long as we
don’t see a policeman.’
I did get a lesson in democracy in action. I learned that
democracy is fragile. I learned police can riot. I learned those with
power can abuse their power. I learned that the only thing that
ensures that we live in a healthy democracy is constant vigilance.
Ed’s Note: For more riveting tales about our recent past, read
Elizabeth May’s Losing Confidence: Power, Politics and the Crisis
in Canadian Democracy and Who We Are: Reflections on My Life

and Canada. 0
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Kitimat Refinery Public Input Till August 12

Meanwhile, the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency
is seeking public input into the Kitimat Clean Refinery Project,
an oil refinery proposal currently undergoing a federal
environmental assessment process. The refinery would be
located 13 kilometers north of Kitimat in BC, and would include
a refinery, a power-plant, a railyard, a marine terminal and a
bitumen storage facility. The project would also require a new
pipeline to be built to transport bitumen to the facility. It is
expected that roughly 400,000 barrels of bitumen per day
would be processed at the refinery for the next 50 years.
The Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency is asking
the public which aspects of the environment they think would be
affected by the refinery, and what should be examined during the
assessment process. Comments are due by August 12 at
www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/details-eng.cfm?evaluation=80125. 0

WELL WATER
IS YOUR

SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1
www.islandtides.com

Page 8, Island Tides, July 28, 2016

The most important
committee meets

S

Syrians Picnic on Mayne Island
Pam Withers

Thomas Teuwen

ite C had an excellent environmental review under the
pre-2012 Canadian Environmental Assessment Act.
That review established that the project would cause
permanent environmental damage that cannot be mitigated
and that Site C would also cause permanent loss of treaty rights
to Treaty 8 First Nations.
The Royal Society of Canada, our premier scientific academy,
has described that Site C Joint Review Panel report as the
strongest and most negative review to be ignored by
government—which the previous false majority government did.
It used its absolute power to not only gut our environmental
review process but also to issue all permits for Site C during a
two-week period in the middle of the last federal election.

Electoral Reform Is Paramount

That’s why electoral reform matters to all of us. If climate
change is teaching us anything, it’s that it can’t be about ‘us
versus them’ anymore. We no longer have the luxury of
building ideological fortresses and ramming through our
agendas before being turfed out of office. That old paradigm is
totally insufficient to solve this global challenge. We need to
find new structures with built-in checks and balances that
develop a new collaborative approach to decisionmaking. All
of us face the danger; all of us will reap the reward if we succeed
in solving it. Even those that are actively denying this
compelling reality will have grandchildren who can look
forward to a brighter and more secure future.
So it was interesting that I saw how some of the early
discussion at the meetings of the Electoral Reform Committee
was driven by folks that simply could not let go of that outdated
paradigm. Instead of looking for ways to find common ground
they were entrenched in cynicism and a single-minded focus on
an agenda that had nothing to do with fixing our electoral
system.
It felt like we had hired a mechanic to fix our car and then all
he wants to do was tell us that we should spend ten times as
much as it would cost to fix it, and to first ask all the members of
our family if they think the car is really broken and needs a new
carburetor. Isn’t that what we pay the mechanic to figure out?
A system that repeatedly allows 39% of the voters to put in
place a government that has 100% of the power is clearly broken.
To short-sighted eyes it might seem like a windfall when the
power falls into their lap despite the process still being broken.
The prize of absolute power might be too seductive to let
principle stand in its way, but it’s still broken. In a famous quote
from Al Gore, he points out the underlying challenge of climate
change. ‘It’s very difficult for someone to understand
something if his paycheck depends on him not understanding
it.’ I would argue the same holds true for electoral reform.
People who succeed under the divisive, polarized politics of
first-past-the-post have little interest in altering the status quo.
And yet the electoral reform officer reminds us that it is the
job of parliamentarians to grow and strengthen our democracy
by considering deeply not only the consequences of their
actions but also the consequences of their inaction. ‘The very
strength of our democracy lies within our ability to question its
functioning and to seek ways to improve it.’
And this is what we have a right to expect from the Special
Committee on Electoral Reform. For anyone to act in a way
that is contrary to their own personal self interest takes
courage, it takes commitment, and it takes an adherence to a
higher set of principles. We celebrate this kind of behaviour in
our families, in our religions, in our team sports and in our
military. Why would we not celebrate it, indeed expect it, in
our politicians? And why would we not applaud that a false
majority government has set in motion a process whereby they
will pass legislation to end false majorities for all time?
That is the expectation raised by our current prime minister
and the recent appearance by Maryam Monsef before the
committee has further raised those expectations. The decision
to implement real change to our electoral system will be made
by this government holding a majority in the house. The
committee is simply charged to gather a broad spectrum of
information and advise the government on the best, made-inCanada system they should enact.
Ed’s Note: The committee’s job is not ‘if’—it’s ‘how?’ 0
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Syrian refugees enjoying the Mayne Island
Refugee Picnic at Dinner Bay Park.

ll 167 of Victoria’s Syrian refugees said ‘yes’ when invited
to a family-day picnic on Mayne Island on July 13.
Organized by the Mayne Island Syrian Refugee Support
Group and the Victoria Immigrant and Refugee Centre Society
(VIRCS), with translators in tow and, they totalled 178.
It was quite a sight at Swartz Bay: A long parade of scarved,
long-robed women with strollers and leaping youngsters, and
men chatting excitedly in Arabic dominated the ferry line-up.
En route, the Queen of Cumberland captain personally invited
the children to enter the pilothouse for a tour.
Meanwhile, after months of planning, Mayne Island
residents cheered as the ferry pulled in, while dozens more
brought food to the potluck in Dinner Bay.
It took eight mini-bus trips to ferry all the visitors to the park,
where the children piled out into the playground with shouts
and smiles.
‘It was lovely to see the park so full of life and so many
children,’ said Amber Harvey, a Mayne Islander who chatted
with the picnickers through the roaming translators. One man
asked her advice about starting a food-cart business, while a
pharmacist awaiting Canadian requalification declared he’d like
to settle on Mayne Island.
Members of the Lions Club cooked up 280 halal hamburgers,
while other volunteers offered women’s singing, yoga, kids’ facepainting, spider-web-making with yarn around trees, a drumming
circle, pitch and putt, and soccer games. (The Syrian male teens
burst into applause when soccer was announced.)
All afternoon, Syrian and local kids with dripping icecream
cones shared the teeter-totter, the small visitors tried out their
limited English on island counterparts. Moms, too, enjoyed the
swings.
During lunch, one Syrian woman hunted down a translator
to ask kitchen volunteers the name of a type of cress, which she
liked, in one of the potluck salads.
Well after arrival, a ten-year-old Syrian girl grabbed the mic
and said ‘Come closer,’ then burst into Oh Canada, adding the
words ‘I love Canada’. Ten-year-old Ayman Zahir stunned
everyone with a vocal-percussion rapper song that one observer
ranked ‘New York City kind of talent.’ A men’s drum circle
turned into an open-mic session with singers performing in
Arabic and dancers of all ages rising to the occasion. ‘The singers
were amazing and many were also talented drummers. It was
joyous, loud and moving,’ said an islander.
According to VIRCS case worker Ali Hamado, it was the first
time in years these men had felt free to do what is a longstanding
tradition in Syria.

Meanwhile, a small crowd of Syrians was leaning over the fence
across the road to gape in delight at horses, and other guests were
loading their plates high with islander-donated food, then coming
back for more—especially more cherries and ice cream.
One 16-year-old Syrian boy who arrived in Canada only five
months ago (and has a 21-year-old brother still trapped in Syria)
volunteered to help pick up garbage and translate, and smiled
broadly when a fellow volunteer from the island offered to give
him a work reference for his initiative.
The women-only music and yoga session drew a crowd of
forty, two-thirds of them Syrian. During the session, some of the
visitors treated their island hosts to Arabic songs and music.
‘It started out as ‘how can we help you,’ but they turned it
around. This has affected Mayne Island a lot,’ said Brian
Crumblehulme, one of the organizers. ‘There were island women
crying at seeing these people just let go. And when they were
getting on the bus, I was hugged by more guys than I have been
in a year.’
One islander confessed to another ‘I’ve met the ‘other’ and it
has made such a difference to reducing misunderstanding and
fear. You meet the ‘other’ and it’s you.’
‘They shared pleasure, energy and joy with us,’ Harvey said.
‘Everyone appreciated it so much,’ said VIRCS staffer Samira
Wanas. ‘They knew it was from the heart.’
‘Today I met a community that works together with deep
kindness, commitment and social conscience,’ said David Lau,
executive director of VIRCS. ‘Thank you from the bottom of my
heart for creating a most wonderful, kind and sincerely
respectful day that has lifted our new friends and helped them
understand the pervasive kindness of islanders—specifically
Mayne Islanders!’
Colleen Proctor donated 60 silk scarves for the women,
Famous Empty Sky put together art booklets for all the children
with kits of art supplies to go with it, and Lush Cosmetics
donated gift bags of beauty supplies to all the women. Victoria’s
Wilson’s Transportation and BC Ferries subsidized transport.
By the end of the picnic, the Mayne Island Syrian Refugee
group had raised $13,000 toward its $20,000 goal to fund ESL
classes for the group. VIRCS announced that September classes
will serve pregnant women and mothers of small children, who
need daycare in order to attend.
Anyone wishing to donate can make a cheque out to St. Mary
Magdalene Church with ‘refugees’ written on the bottom left;
mail to 360 Georgina Point Road, Mayne Island, BC V0N 2J1.
Receipts will be issued on request for amounts over $20. 0
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