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One of the first hot, dry days of summer meant haying time at Whalewich Farm on South Pender Island. With volunteer help from the
community, 517 bales were processed in two hours. Quite a feat!

The rising tide of island radio ~ Sara Miles Crafting a carbon tax ~ Richard Curchin

M

embers of Gabriola Co-op Radio
CKGI-FM are waiting to hear if their
baby will finally find a home on the
airwaves. CKGI’s application for the frequency
98.7FM was reviewed by the CRTC on July 18.
If it passes, they will then have 18 months to
get on-air and fulfill their mandate before they
can be considered for a standard seven-year
operating license. It has been a long time
coming, with volunteers working for almost 12
years to get to this stage.
CKGI’s first frequency application was in
2008, but it was blocked by a pre-emptive claim
to the frequency 98.5FM by Rogers’ Victoria
station CIOC. They wanted to increase their
broadcast range through Saanich with a 1500W
repeater on Salt Spring Island. However, CKGI
made a strong enough case for themselves and
their community that the CRTC told Rogers to
find a solution that would not ruin CKGI’s
position. Rogers did so and applied for a smaller
transmitter, thus allowing CKGI to still exist.
As it is, they will have a very narrow part of
the spectrum, overlapping slightly with the
Point Grey signal of a Port Moody station
broadcasting on the adjacent frequency 98.9.
The Port Moody station hafd written to the
CRTC saying they do not contest CKGI’s
position.
As there are many costs associated with
running a radio station, Gabriola’s CKGI hopes

to develop partnerships with community
groups that can benefit from their planned
earthquake-proof transmission tower. The
RCMP and first responders could use the 80watt radio tower to enhance their signals. It
would have its own backup power so that when
all other communications are down, the radio
station would still provide emergency
broadcasting for people on Gabriola, Mudge,
DeCourcy and north Valdes, as well as boaters
in part of the Strait of Georgia.
The 40 metre ‘mono-tower’ proposed for a
gravel pit area would sit on a concrete platform,
not requiring unsightly guidewires. It would be
camouflaged to look like a fir-tree without
branches.
It is hoped that the ruling will be issued this
fall. Gabriola Co-op Radio Director John Hague
envisions a radio station that will serve Salish
Sea residents and be consistent with the notion
of a healthy, prosperous community. If the
application is successful, he has a standing
challenge to be on-air for children’s storytelling
on Christmas Eve, 2012.
Hornby Island Radio’s application for a
license (CHFR 91.5FM) was also heard on July
18. Meanwhile, Salt Spring Island Radio (CFSI
107.9FM) has applied for a 20W directional
antenna repeater on Mount Bruce to better
serve the south end of that island on 102.1FM.0

is available at these

On July 10, the Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard announced that
agreement had been reached between the Australian Labor Party, the Australian
Green Party and independent Australian Federal MPs to legislate the
introduction of a carbon tax in Australia from July 1, 2012.
Back in 2010, the Labor government tried to pass an act to introduce a carbon
pollution reduction scheme based on an emissions trading scheme. This act was
defeated as it was opposed by both the conservative opposition and the Greens.
The opposition, led by climate change skeptic Tony Abbott, said a carbon
pollution reduction scheme (CPRS) would hurt the Australian economy and was
unnecessary. The Greens also opposed it—because they considered the proposed
CPRS set targets too low for carbon reduction to be useful.
Following the Labor government’s failure to pass CPRS laws, the Labor party
decided to drop climate change from their proposed legislative agenda. This led
to Prime Minister Kevin Rudd’s drop in popularity and subsequent loss of his
position to Julia Gillard.
Rudd was elected to government in 2007, promising to introduce an
emissions trading scheme (ETS). One of his first acts was to ratify the Kyoto
Protocol. Up until that time, Australia was one of only two countries not to ratify
Kyoto. The previous conservative government had maintained it was not in the
interests of the Australian economy.
Julia Gillard went to the 2010 general election saying that, although she was
in favour of a carbon pollution reduction scheme, she would not introduce a
carbon tax. However, six months after narrowly winning the election with the
help of the Greens and the independents, she put the carbon tax back on the
agenda.
Early this year, by announcing her intention to introduce a carbon tax—
without giving details of the tax rate, by whom it would be paid, what
compensation would be given to the polluters, other businesses and
households—Gillard gave her political opponents a field day to run a rumourAUS CARBON TAX, please turn to page 3

SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Nanaimo—Across from the Hospital

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd CO-OP

Campbell River—Island Highway near Larwood Rd
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ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

This home is only $110,602 to lock up
with a 2ft foundation on your property!
At Trafalgar Homes, we believe the time has come
for AFFORDABLE home options.
If the home of your dreams is one that ﬁts comfortably within
your budget, the licensed builder to choose is

T R A FA LG A R H O M E S
Visit www.trafalgarhomes.ca/it to receive your promotional oﬀer

1-866-971-0239
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ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
Tide Table Courtesy of

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker
250-537-9710

On Time & On Budget

islandtides.com

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca

Special Report by Patrick Brown

More than just a tax: a new carbon reduction initiative,
Aussie-style

T

he Australian government has proposed a complex
package of measures designed to make a fast start
on the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.
Australia is not only dependent on coal-fired plants for a
majority of its electrical generation, but the export of coal,
steel and aluminum to Asia are important sources of
national income. To tackle the nation’s most significant
sources of carbon dioxide, the Labor minority government,
with the support of the Greens and two independent MPs,
has crafted a sophisticated and flexible approach that
combines a carbon tax, that evolves into an Emissions
Trading System, with support for the development of
renewable energy sources and increased energy efficiency.
It offers financial compensation to key industries,
businesses, and low- and middle-income Australians,
mandates the early closure of some 2000MW of the worst
brown coal electrical generation plants, puts into place
specific measures to support ‘carbon farming’ and
biodiversity, and supports voluntary action.

for 2050 is now an 80% reduction from 2000 levels,
thought to be consistent with a 2ºC limit to world
temperature rise.
The new proposal makes use of the initial carbon tax to
fund a wide spectrum of ambitious programs in the
development of renewable energy, and compensation to
affected enterprises and individuals.
The transport sector, a significant GHG source, survived
the negotiations virtually untouched, the only change being
the cancellation of a 6¢ per litre excise tax rebate on fuel
used in mining. However, this alone totaled A$1.8 billion
annually!
Domestic aviation fuel will carry an increased excise tax
equivalent to the carbon price. The rebate remains for road
transport and some other industries, but there is a
possibility in the future of further cancellations.
There will be new carbon dioxide emissions standards
for light vehicles.

Permanent Organizations

The carbon tax, initially applied to 500 of Australia’s largest
GHG emitters, will start on July 1, 2012 through the
government’s sale of emissions permits at $23 per tonne
(some permits will be allocated free by the government).
The price will increase over two years to A$25.40, at which
time it is expected to approximate the world carbon credit
price, and it will transition to a ‘fully flexible cap and trade
system’. Australian corporations will then be able to buy and
sell carbon credits on the world market.
A floor price of A$15 and a ceiling of A$20 above the
expected international price will be set when trading begins
so that investors may be assured of the continuing value of
Australian carbon credits. Until 2020, Australian emitters
will be restricted from buying from offshore sources more
than 50% of the carbon credits they need. Kyoto-compliant
credits from the Carbon Farming Initiative (see below) may
be used.
The independent Clean Energy Regulator will
administer the carbon price mechanism. Many of the
programs below represent a consolidation and coordination of existing government programs.

The core programs of Australia’s climate change approach
are to be managed and advised by expert organizations, to
be created by legislation at arm’s-length from government,
with funding streams established in law, so that they cannot
be ‘raided’ for other government priorities.
Targets are to be set, continuously reviewed, and
updated annually by an expert Climate Change Authority.
This Authority, at arm’s-length from the government, will
report on progress and make new recommendations
annually, on February 28, for Australia’s ‘emissions
trajectory’, and the government will have to justify—both to
the parliament and to the public—any differences between
its proposals and the Authority’s recommendations.
Other new permanent bodies—an Australian Renewable
Energy Authority (ARENA), a Clean Energy Finance
Corporation, an independent Clean Energy Regulator, and
a Land Sector Carbon and Biodiversity Advisory Board,
together with the existing Australian Energy Market
Operator (electricity) and the Productivity Commission—
will manage and supervise the funding of programs
designed to initiate and encourage GHG emissions
reduction in specific sectors of the Australian economy.

Committee Negotiations
The approach was developed through negotiation within a
Multi-Party Climate Change Committee (MPCCC)
established in September 2010 by Labor Prime Minister
Julia Gillard. The MPCCC included representatives from
Labor, the Greens, and two independent MPs. The coalition
opposition was invited to participate but declined.
In February this year, the prime minister released a
report outlining the ‘broad architecture’ of a carbon price
mechanism, for public discussion. This July, the Committee
released the text of a ‘Clean Energy Agreement’ which
described its initial proposals to get climate change action
started.
It is clear from these proposals that the Greens, on whose
support the Labor government depends, had a significant
influence on the package; it is considerably more
sophisticated and comprehensive than the previous Carbon
Pollution Reduction Scheme (CPRS), which was a simple
emissions trading plan, and on which the prior Labor
government fell (see related article, page 1).
In particular, the CPRS was characterized by fixed and
modest targets; too modest for the Greens, who joined the
Conservative opposition in voting it down.
The new proposal embraces rolling targets, revised
annually by the Climate Change Authority (CCA). The target

Elements of the Package

Household Assistance
The price of some household necessities, particularly
electricity, is expected to rise, and cost the average
Australian family a little less than A$10 per week. The
government proposes to compensate families through
changes to the income tax system averaging slightly more
than A$10 per week. The tax free threshold, below which
no income tax is payable, will rise from $6,000 to $19,000
per year, and additional benefits will be paid, concentrating
on households with incomes under A$40,000.

Business Assistance
This mainly takes the form of compensation to vulnerable
industries, particularly those essential to Australia’s
economic health. Most exposed industries, such as coal,
steel, aluminum, zinc, and pulp and paper will initially
receive free permits. Energy Intensive Trade Exposed
industries will be compensated to the value of lost
competitiveness; this means that it will take into account
the carbon taxes paid by their overseas competitors.
Guaranteed compensation will be limited to five years.
The Productivity Commission will be responsible for
ensuring that compensation to polluters drives
transformation, instead of paying polluters to continue
polluting. Business will also benefit from accelerated
depreciation and a government-funded Jobs and
Competitiveness program.
CARBON REDUCTION, please turn to page 4
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Mayne Island Youth Fitness held its 2nd Annual Soccer Camp on Mayne Island, July 19-21. About 30 youth participated in the event, which was facilitated by
Andrew Latham, Head Coach Lower Vancouver Island Soccer; Hope Latham, Youth Coach; and Anita McCamley, Community Youth Coach.

Ottawa Report by Elizabeth May, Saanich–Gulf Islands MP

Contempt and the Afghan Detainees

W

hatever happened to those contempt charges?
What happened to release of Afghan detainee
documents? One of the most aggravating things
about the current state of Canadian journalism is the spotty
and fragmented way in which stories are covered—or rather
not covered.
When my last book was published, detailing the crisis in
Canadian democracy, very little of what I documented was
actually new or unknown. But the trend to accumulating
power in the Prime Minister’s Office had led to such random
and erratic news items, that no-one could connect the dots.
The same thing is happening again with the story of the
issue which arguably brought down the Harper government
for contempt in March 2011. Although Bev Oda’s ‘Not’
played a role, paramount in several rulings from the former
Speaker was the refusal of the Harper government to release
documentation of the treatment of Afghan prisoners.
Speaker Milliken’s ruling on the matter was historic in
confirming that the Prime Minister does not have the right
to keep information from the House of Commons. Yet,
when Minister of Foreign Affairs John Baird announced in
late June that the government was going to do just that, the
issue appeared to die with nary a whimper.
To refresh memories, we go back to the brave diplomat
Richard Colvin who was subpoenaed to testify to a House
of Commons committee back in November 2009. His

evidence was that ‘Our detainee practices [were]
unCanadian, counterproductive and probably illegal.’
He detailed that Canadian forces detained a much larger
group of Afghans than our allies, detaining six times more
civilians than the British and 20 times more than the Dutch,
with no way to track where these people went or how they
were treated. His evidence was that Canadians would take
into custody taxidrivers or street vendors and hand them
over to Afghan forces for questioning. It was his belief that
the probability was high that many of these detainees were
subject to torture, or even death.
Colvin was made the subject of personal attacks by the
government and held up as a Taliban dupe. The House of
Commons asked, through Liberal MP John MacKay, for the
release of all documents so that Colvin’s allegations could
be examined. On the grounds of national security, the Prime
Minister refused. The stand-off led to Speaker Milliken’s
clear ruling in April 2010 that, prima facie, the government
was in contempt. He gave both sides the opportunity to
negotiate a compromise.
The result was the creation of the Panel of Arbiters, based
on a Memorandum of Understanding (June 15, 2010)
signed by the Prime Minister, the former Leader of the
Official Opposition (Michael Ignatieff) and the former head
of the Bloc Quebecois (Gilles Duceppe). The NDP refused
to participate. The panel was comprised of three retired

AUS CARBON TAX from page 1

living by 0.9% in 2012. Two thirds of households will be
compensated by income tax cuts and increased pensions
so that they will benefit from the carbon tax.
The government will set targets to reduce carbon
emissions by 2020 to 20% less than levels in the year 2000,
and to reduce carbon emissions by 80% in 2050. This all
looks like wishful thinking more than planning, but at least
the intention is there.
The Australian Greens, although not getting all the
things they wanted, have this time accepted that Labor’s
carbon tax is a good place to start.
A great number of Australians do not believe climate
change has been proven to be caused by human activity.
They also believe that reducing carbon emissions will
damage the Australian economy, reduce their standard of
living and be completely useless because the rest of the
world is doing nothing to reduce their emissions. The
conservative opposition have been promoting these beliefs

based, fear campaign saying that a carbon tax was nothing
more than a socialist tax-grab to destroy industry, lower
standards of living and redistribute wealth. Gillard’s
popularity sank to an all time low with only 25% of
Australians preferring her as prime minister.
Now, with the announcement of the details of the carbon
tax scheme, at least some of the fear-mongering can be laid
to rest (for the details, read related article, opposite page).
Recently, when asked by a journalist how she could revive
her popularity she advised the media, ‘Don’t write crap. It
can’t be that hard. And when you have written complete
crap, I think you should correct it.’
The basic carbon tax will start at $23 per tonne of carbon
dioxide on July 1, 2012. This will be levied on the 500
largest polluters in Australia and is projected to rise by 2.5%
The
Island Tides 10.25" x 2"
per annum. The carbon tax is expected to raise the cost of

judges, one of whom died in March 2011, and two who
remained to file a report, Claire L’Heureux-Dube and Frank
Iacobucci. The jurists were to frequently consult with an Ad
Hoc Committee of Parliamentarians (Conservative, Liberal
and Bloc MPs).
What occurred on June 22, 2011 did make it to the front
page of the Globe and Mail, but seems to have sunk without
a trace: the panel released their report, clearly indicating
they did not believe their work was wrapped up.
Their covering letter made it clear that there had been
some communication with the Harper government
throughout April and into May in which it acknowledged
that with the end of the 40th Parliament and the election,
the Speaker’s ruling ‘ceased to exist.’ The judges wrote, ‘We
considered that it would not be appropriate to cease our
work before completing what the Panel undertook…’
Nevertheless, their letter closed, ‘We understand that no
further work is now expected of the Panel.’
With that, 4,000 pages of heavily censored documents
were given to every member of parliament, leaving an
estimated 40,000 more pages still unreviewed and in the
government’s files.
Minister of Foreign Affairs John Baird announced that
$12 million had been spent and that was quite enough. ‘I
suspect,’ he said, ‘that if we went on for 12 years and spent
$120 million that some would say that wasn’t enough.’
Certainly Stephane Dion, who had been a member of the
Ad Hoc Parliamentary Committee said it had not been
OTTAWA REPORT, please turn to page 5

for their own political gain.
Australia can now expect bitter political wrangling based
on the proposed tax. Three points on which the opposition
will attack the government:
1. Before the last election, Julia Gillard said she would
not introduce a carbon tax. Julia faced hecklers bearing
banners stating ‘JuLiar’. The opposition is demanding the
carbon tax is taken to an election.
2. The conservative opposition say this is a government
run by the Green Party. There are a lot of redneck voters in
Australia who think Green supporters are tree-hugging
subversives who want to take over their farms.
3. A sizeable amount of the emissions reduction is
planned to come from the offshore purchase of foreign
carbon credits rather than reduction of Australian
emissions. 0
See also an in-depth report on the proposed Australian
carbon tax, page 2.
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Dear Editor:
Recently the Pender Island Recycling Depot received a pair
of crutches which might have ended life in an aluminum
salvage furnace. Instead they were restored and donated to
the Korle-Bu Neuroscience Foundation (http://kbnf.org/)
and will be shipped to Accra, Ghana with other donated
items. Many thanks to the anonymous Islander and to the
Recycling Depot for this donation.
Peter Easthope, Pender Island

Use Our Resources For Job Creation

3,824 print copies on the Ferry Routes and in
Victoria, Sidney, Mill Bay, Duncan,
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www.woodlandflooring.com
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G A R RY T H O M A S M O R S E

With breathtaking virtuosity, First Nations
poet Garry Thomas Morse sets out to recover
the appropriated, stolen, and scattered world
of his ancestral Kwakwaka’wakw people,
from Alert Bay to Quadra Island to Vancouver.

$17.95 | 128 pages | 978-0-88922-660-9
Available in the ferry giftshop, through your
local bookshop, or at www.talonbooks.com.
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Dear Editor:
While coverage in your great paper of crude oil exports
either by mega-tanker to Asia or by pipeline to the US is
helping raise awareness of the possibility of environmental
disasters, it fails to discuss a second issue of which I think
your readers would share my concern.
We are talking about crude oil. This is akin to shipping
raw logs from our forests. We are exporting high-paying
union jobs which are getting scarce in our country.
Whatever your readers’ views are on burning
petrochemicals or harvesting forests, I hope all would agree
that neither oil nor logs nor any other material should leave
our country in raw form while young people have trouble
finding jobs that pay a living wage.
We need governments that will stop bowing to
international corporate greed and bring back the lumber
industry, expand the oil refining industry and create some
good paying jobs for our young people.
Rick McConnell, Salt Spring Island

Not Complaining
Dear Editor:
I read so many complaints about BC Ferries. I have been
travelling BCF since 1968, large routes, small routes. I have
no complaints whatsoever. Yes, the food is not gourmet but
it is good, quick and nourishing (if you want that) and at
street price. And yes there are delays and cancellations due
to weather and breakdowns. Does Air Canada never cancel
flights? Do our cars never break down? How often is the
TransCanada closed anywhere from Chilliwack to Golden?
Are the ferries expensive? Well, in 1968 a car and driver
Vancouver to Nanaimo was $7. A good salary then was
$6,000. Today the fare is $62. A good salary today, let’s say,
is $55,000. Looks to me like fares are actually the same or
lower in real dollar terms. What about BCF debt? Do not
most of us have mortgages?
When I look at the scope of BCF’s mandate, the demands
of customers, the demands on the ships, the demands on
the crews, I am amazed at how good the service is. By any
measure (and there have been several studies) our ferry

system is among the best, if not the best in the world. Sit
back and enjoy the 1.5- or 2-hour ride in a beautiful part of
our planet.
Jim Baxter, Pender Island

Park Needs Toilet
The following letter was sent to BC Parks and copied to
Island Tides.
Dear Editor:
I was recently at Wakes Cove Provincial Park [Valdes
Island] and was disgusted by the state of the area around
the dock. It is literally covered in human faeces.
While it might be reasonable to expect in a backcountry
park that people clean up after themselves, the general
boating public are realistically going to just leave their waste
behind and on the surface.
I can’t imagine it would cost that much to have a
composting toilet installed. Perhaps because there is no
income from this park yet, there is no incentive, but there is
a major health risk considering the volume of human waste.
David Hope, Victoria

Net Social Benefit For Salmon
The following letter is a submission in response to the call
for public support for our wild salmon by the WCWC:
Dear Editor:
The net social benefit test, applied to the choice between
netcage salmon farm and closed cycle tank farm would
undoubtedly result in an end to open net aquaculture of
salmon and other stocks where an impact on their wild
counterparts is severe.
Experimental commercial level tank farms have been
tested and proven viable. So, why the open nets? Follow the
money—‘feed lots’ mean feed. And ‘feed’ means a huge
amount of money. A large portion of this money goes to
suppliers outside of BC and Canada.
Nature, People and Business must function in harmony.
Open net salmon feedlots abuse not only Nature, but People
too. The quality of the fish is suspect and we would much
prefer West Coast Wild species to the ‘soft bred’ Atlantic
salmon that are offered up in competition.
‘Net Social Benefit’ is the modern way to assess
competing alternatives and assure harmony among our
multiple objectives of nature, people and business, in order
to assure a ‘healthy, prosperous and sustainable
community’.
It is not hard to do, after all, we do live in a three
dimensioned universe. So, my suggestion is to call upon our
local experts at UVIC, UBC, SFU, VIU and others who can
contribute their expertise to a much more honest and valuedriven way of choosing among alternative solutions in the
public interest.
John Hague, Gabriola 0

CARBON REDUCTION from page 2
The government calculates that the initial carbon value
of A$23 per tonne will be sufficient to discourage any new
coal generation plants being built. In addition, the
government will pay for the closure of 2000MW of old coalfired plants by 2020.

Energy Efficiency
A variety of existing and new programs to encourage energy
efficiency, renewable electricity generation, and low
emission technology will be managed by ARENA and the
new Clean Energy Finance Corporation, run by an
independent Board and funded to A$10 billion over five
years. They will concentrate on technological developments
which can be brought to market relatively quickly. This
means that Carbon Capture and Storage, with an estimated
implementation date of 2040, will not be funded.
The Australian Energy Market Operator will prepare
plans to operate the electricity grid on a 100% renewable
energy supply.

Rural and Regional Communities
Special assistance to regional and rural communities will
focus on community organization initiatives and assistance

Independent
Dental Hygiene
in a relaxed setting
Registered Dental Hygienists
offering:
• scaling • root planing
• polishing • whitening
• other services
Celebrating 9 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

250-655-4884

to low income households, including a A$200 million Low
Carbon Communities Fund. The Remote Indigenous
Energy Program will refocus on renewable sources, and
there will be assistance for regional natural resource
planning for climate change.

Carbon Farming Initiative
This part of the carbon strategy deals with the role of farms
and forests as carbon sinks, and the possible sale of the
carbon credits thus created. It also covers the environmental
effects and advantages of land use and cultivation initiatives,
and includes funding for biodiversity and skills
development. It will be managed by the Land Sector Carbon
and Biodiversity Advisory Board.

International Action
These are just a few of the elements of a carbon package that
will inevitably affect virtually every facet of Australian life,
its economy and its government. This proposal has the
potential to make Australia a leader in international climate
action. The Australian government expects that it will
increase the chances of an ambitious global agreement. 0

SHORELINE
DESIGN

• Specializing
in water
Spe
access
over steep
acc
& rugged
terrain
• Fully insured
• Excellent
references

Peter Christenson • 250-629-8386
www.shorelinedesign.ca
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‘What’s On?’
August + September

Classes & Workshops with Chanchal Cabrera, MSc—
AUgUST 19-21: Aromatherapy Workshop-a practical
introduction to the art & science of essential oils;
SEPT 16-18: Adrenal health, stress management, and
stamina workshop; AUg 24: Herb Walk in the Medicine
Garden, 6:3o–8pm • Innisfree Farm • Info:
www.chanchalcabrera.com, 250-336-8767 • IN COURTENAY

Everyday in August
Starfish gallery—showcasing paintings, sculpture
and limited edition
prints by local artists,
including work by
Robert Bateman • 1108
Grace Point Square,
Ganges (next to Ganges
Harbour ) • 11am-4pm •
Info: 250-537-4425, www.starfishgalleryandstudio.com
• ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Sundays, till August 28

Art Labs in the Yurt at the Commons—
interested in creative risktaking and extending the
limits of your practice? Try
these
artist-led
labs,
presented
by
Poetry
Gabriola Society with BCAC
support • JULY 31:
‘Composing For Homemade Instruments’; AUg 7: ‘How Does Your Voice
Sound?’; AUg 14: ‘Bringing Art Into The Body’; AUg 28:
‘Image-based Source Work’ • Admission: suggested $20
donation • To register: registration@poetrygabriola.com •
Info: www.poetrygabriola.com • ON GABRIOLA ISLAND

Fri—Mon, July 29—Aug 1

BC Day Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy the
wavepool, waterslide, diving boards, pirate ship, toddler
pool, swirlpool, family changerooms, steam, sauna, and
cafe. • Saanich Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive
(right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak Exit) • Fri: 1-4pm, 79pm; Sat, Sun & Mon:,-4pm Info: 250-475-7620 • IN
SAANICH

Vancouver Island & All The Gulf Islands

SINGLE EVENT: $33.60, with image $39.20 (maximum 45 words) • 250-629-3660 • islandtides@islandtides.com
MULTI-VENUE: $44.80, with image $50.04 (maximum 70 words) • Credit card payment with order

Sat–Mon, July 30, 31 + Aug 1

‘Three Artists’ 13th Annual
Summer Exhibition—paintings by
Brian Mitchell, Keith Holmes, and
Larry Foden • Waterfront home
setting,with a view across the strait,
667 Linklater Road • Noon–4pm daily
• Info: Louise Decario, 250-539-5760 •
ON GALIANO ISLAND

Thurs—Sun, August 4—7

29th Annual Sunshine Coast Festival of the
Written Arts—featuring some of Canada’s and BC’s finest
writers,
including
Gurjinder Basran, Ivan
Coyote, Veda Hille, John
Vaillant, Terry Fallis, Anna
Porter, Timothy Taylor •
Tickets: Saturday Pass $85,
Sunday
Pass
$75,
Individual events $15 • Info
& schedules: www.writersfestival.ca, 1-800-565-9631 •
Rockwood Centre Gardens • IN SECHELT

Friday, August 5

Pender Film group Screening—Food Security:
It’s In Your Hands (2010) Nick Versteeg of DV Cuisine
will share his story of growing food on Vancouver Island
• 7:30pm • Community Hall • By donation • Info:
www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

Sunday, August 7

Salt Spring Eco-Living and Home Tour—rammed
earth, slip-straw & hemp bale; an earth sheltered and a tiny
Tumbleweed house; a thoughtful retrofit; rainwater
collection, greywater, earthen floors, solar hot water; learn
how to make earthen plaster, clay paint, walls of wood
chips/clay, an easy air-to-air heat exchanger and more •
Tickets: $25 until July 31; $30 regular @ Salt Spring Books,
Windsor Plywood, Uptown Pharmasave & Elements •
Info: 250-537-2812 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Tuesday, August 9
Annual Hiroshima/Nagasaki Day
Observance—with Elizabeth May •
Peace Park across from ArtSpring,
Ganges • 4pm • Info: 250-537-5251 • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

Fri—Mon, July 29—August 1

Coastal Journeys: Art Exhibition &
Sale—Sandra Dolph, clay landscapes; Lea
Mabberley, fabric wallhangings; guest artist
Alice P Rich, coastal landscapes • Cedar
Grove Gallery • Open 11-5pm, daily;
Opening Reception: Saturday, Aug 1, 58pm,
all
welcome
•
Info:
www.sandradolph.com • ON GALIANO
ISLAND

Sat + Sun, July 30 + 31

Saturna Artists 11th Annual Studio Tour & Sale—
meet artists in their studios: paintings, prints, textile
collage, silk & handwoven scarves, etchings, cards, shawls
& throws, carved birds, masks, Ukranian Easter eggs • Tour
maps at both island stores, follow the blue balloons • 11am4pm • Free • ON SATURNA ISLAND

OTTAWA REPORT from page 3
enough, as did Bob Rae, and NDP MP Jack Harris, who
called the whole process a ‘farce.’
Most disturbing to me was Baird’s framing of the issue
as the handling of ‘Taliban prisoners.’ I had the image in
my mind so clearly from Colvin’s testimony that these
were not enemy combatants. They were random people
in the wrong place at the wrong time. Then I learned that
if Canada had thought the prisoners were Taliban, there
was an entirely different detention process. Those
detainees identified as possible Taliban were not turned
over to Afghan authorities at all; they were delivered to the
US forces in Afghanistan. By definition, handing Afghan
detainees over to the local authorities for questioning
meant Canada did not think they were Taliban.
So, after more than 18 months of controversy,
devastating allegations, an historic finding of contempt,
the slate is wiped clean by the election. The order for the
production of documents passed by the House has ceased
to exist. The Speakers’ order is null and void and, while
historic, is history.
As one journalist said to me ‘Who will care now? No
one is going to request the production of the remaining
documents now.’
To which, I replied, ‘I do, and I will.’ 0

Saturday, August 13

galiano Wine Festival—wines and ciders from near &
far, Riedel crystal souvenir wine
glass, artisan cheeses, music
by Brad Prevedoros, silent
auction, artists Kenna Fair & AJ
Bell, fabulous food; Galiano
Health Care Centre fundraiser • 1–4pm • Tickets: $35 @
the door or reserve: galianowinefestival@gmail.com •
Walking distance from the ferry terminal • Info:
www.galianowinefestival.com • ON GALIANO

Saturday + Sunday, August 13 + 14

Denman Island Art Studio Tour—the artist’s studio is
the ultimate creative space;
this your chance to peek into
25 unique studios: witness
the creative process and the
beautiful, original creations
of 25 artists; From sculpture,
painting, photography and
ceramics to collage, mixed media and felting, there is
something to please every taste & persuasion • Denman
Island Arts Centre plus various locations • Info:
www.artsdenman.com • ON DENMAN ISLAND

Saturday + Sunday, August 13 + 14

Coombs Fair—4-H & open displays, animal, arts & crafts,
domestic science, horticulture & more; blacksmithing,
spinning & weaving, beekeeping & master gardening
demos; live music, games,
food & fun for whole family •
Coombs Fairgrounds, Ford
Road,
behind
Coombs
General Store • SAT: 8am–
6pm, SUN: 8am–5pm •
Tickets at gate • Info: Janet Boley 250-752-9757,
wwww.coombsfair.com • IN COOMBS, VANCOUVER
ISLAND

Saturday + Sunday, August 13 + 14

Food Forest workshop at Innisfree Farm—forest
gardening is a sustainable food production system
replicating woodland ecosystems, but substituting fruit or
nut trees, berry bushes, shrubs, herbs and vegetables • $165
• Info: 250-336-8768, www.innisfreefarm.ca • IN
COURTENAY

Monday, August 15

Focus on Five ‘Exposure’ Opening
Reception—Five
Pender
Island
photographers will exhibit their most
recent work: Ann Douglas, Ani
Feuermann, Susan Henderson, Diane
MacDonald & Eve Pollard • 2-4pm,
artists in attendance • Talisman Books &
Gallery • ON PENDER ISLAND

Thurs, Aug 25—Sun, Sept 4

25th Annual Victoria Fringe Theatre Festival—
fifteen venues packed with almost
500 live international comedy,
drama, live art and spoken-word
performances, noon to midnight •
23-26:
free
live
AUgUST
performances in Centennial Square,
starting 6pm;
SAT AUg 27:
Fringekids Fest with free kids’ shows
and activities, 11am-4pm, Market
Square; Pre-fringe 25th birthday
events begin Aug 23 • Tickets, passes
& info: www.victoriafringe.com, 250-590-6291 • IN
VICTORIA

Be seen around the world ~ www.islandtides.com

Island Poems — Review by Patrick Brown

T

hese poems, by Pender Island writer Barry Mathias,
are crafted to be read aloud; their sounds, phrasing,
and rhythms set an impressionist style. With an
undercurrent of subtle and often sibilant alliterations, they
call not for declamation, but the intimacy of a small and
sympathetic audience of friends. Such as one might find on
an Island.
The theme is, not surprisingly, one of snapshots from the
author’s journey; the title, Ebb Tide, marks an emphasis on
life past its climax. There is a rage against the dying of the
light, yet it is more sadness than anger, mixing acceptance
with regret. Spring is imperfectly sketched, summer is
momentary, autumn comes with early darkness, and winter
imagines, once again, what might have been.
Most of the 29 poems are loose collections of carefully
crafted images; words chosen with a precision that at times
defeats poesy. Each stands on its own, literally and
metaphorically; yet a deliberate reading from beginning to
end of this little book yields a certain coherence, changing
with the seasons of the human metaphor. A collection of
snapshots.
The author is more observer than participant; he
confirms his passions and his hopes, but mainly in the
abstract. Humans appear more in terms of the evidence of

their passing than as active players.
But the land remembers, and
Mathias remembers with the land.
The book is deliberately tidal;
the sea and the shore inspire awe.
The future inspires ‘unfocused
anticipation’. But the author longs
for permanence and certainty but
implores the reader to ‘embrace
the change’.
The poems in this book are
clearly a selection from many accumulated over the years.
There must be more. In the meantime, it is up to the reader
to add his thoughts to this all-too-brief collection.
Ebb Tide, by Barry Mathias; Pender Island Publishing.
Barry Mathias has been an active participant in
‘Speakeasy’, Pender’s sometime poetry readings. He also
initiated the Pender Car Stops program. His other books
include a trilogy, The Ancient Bloodlines; Island Musing, a
collection of humourous articles first published in Island
Tides; and a collection of short stories, One For Sorrow, Two
for Joy. Barry sells his books at the Pender Saturday
Farmers’ Market, numerous bookstores and Amazon.ca.0
islandtides.com
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Talking with Naomi Klein + Avi Lewis

O

n Sunday, July 17, a group of us
from the Comox Valley hopped on
the ferry to Powell River to attend
‘A Conversation with Naomi Klein and Avi
Lewis.’
Naomi Klein is the author of two
international best-sellers, No Logo and The
Shock Doctrine. Avi Lewis is a former CBC
broadcaster and director of the award
winning film, The Take. Klein and Lewis, in
their writing and film-making, have traveled
around the world seeking out interesting
stories.
The event, at the Evergreen Theatre, was
sponsored by, and a benefit for CJMP
90.1FM, the community radio station. Local
MLA, Nicholas Simon, welcomed the crowd
and introduced the guests. On the stage
Naomi and Avi sat on a comfortable sofa
facing the packed theatre—upwards of 500
people. Well-known journalist, author, and
activist Murray Dobbin sat to their side
asking the questions and managing the flow

of the conversation.
Naomi started things off by explaining
the conversation would develop around
climate change. The couple are currently
writing a book and developing a film on the
subject. Unlike other environmental issues
with a narrower focus, like forestry or
oceans, climate change is affecting all parts
of the world and all aspects of our lives—
health, economy, culture, employment,
environment, lifestyles, politics, food
production, organizations. It is a gamechanger. Because of the broad scope of the
subject, the ensuing conversation would
deal with a very broad range of topics.
They talked about the proposed Gateway
Pipeline which will run across Alberta and
British Columbia, carrying oil from the tar
sands to the deepwater port at Kitimat,
where the oil will be loaded onto tankers
and transported down the coast of BC. And
they talked about the proposed Keystone
Pipeline which will carry crude oil from the

tar sands to Texas, where it will be refined.
Both these projects carry the potential for
major disasters, affecting both the
environment and the way of life of many,
especially First Nation peoples. And, as we
have seen only too often, what can go wrong
will go wrong.
A major protest event to oppose the
Keystone Pipeline is taking place in August.
Promoted by Naomi and other prominent
environmentalists, it will take place outside
the White House in Washington.
Meanwhile in Toronto, the mayor has
just hired a consulting firm to review all the
city services and determine which of the
services must legally be retained and which
may legally be dispensed with.
Many stories highlighted the ‘Shock
Doctrine’, whereby a corporation or
government uses the opportunity presented
by a crisis to push through an ideologically
based solution advancing free market
policies. Crises may be ‘manufactured’ on

Tankers and orcas cannot co-exist

E

arlier this year, energy giant Kinder
Morgan quietly submitted an
application to the National Energy
Board. The application proposes to increase
the capacity of the Trans Mountain oil
pipeline that is delivering tar sands crude to
the Westridge Terminal in Burrard Inlet.
Nothing new for Kinder Morgan; two earlier
applications had already increased capacity
to the current 300,000 barrels per day. This
and other ensuing applications propose
expansions that would deliver 700,000
barrels per day to the Westridge Terminal
by 2016.
While concerned British Columbians are

focused on the threat of oil tankers to BC’s
north coast posed by the Enbridge Northern
Gateway project, these incremental tariff
applications are an effective way for Kinder
Morgan to quadruple the amount of crude
oil going from Burrard Inlet through
Georgia Strait, the Gulf Islands, Haro Strait
and Juan de Fuca Strait without ever
mentioning the terms ‘oil tanker’ or ‘tar
sands’. The implications of these expansions
are enormous both globally and locally, and
the Salish Sea populace will be asked to bear
the immediate risks with virtually no public
engagement.
According to Kinder Morgan, an

— Mike Bell
purpose in order to push through unpopular
reforms. Invariably the costs fall on the
middle class and the poor while the rich get
richer.
The banks in Europe made huge profits
by encouraging people to take out risky
loans. This has created severe economic
stress in countries like Portugal, Spain, Italy,
Ireland and particularly Iceland. When the
roof caved in government had to pick up the
pieces by cutting public services.
Same thing in Wisconsin. The
government gave tax breaks to the wealthy.
When there was not enough money to pay
for services it cut the services, blamed the
unions and removed their right to bargain.
Naomi believes we are wising up to these
tactics. While crises are ‘born of the
corruption and greed at the beating heart of
capitalism’, we are beginning to see an
incredible pushback by the public and
concerned citizens. Right wing ideologues
KLEIN-LEWIS, please turn to page 11

— Misty MacDuffee + Chris Genovali

estimated 288 tankers (576 transits) will
leave Westridge Terminal by 2016, up from
71 tankers (142 transits) in 2010. This
translates to more than one tanker per day
transiting our region’s front yard. The risks
posed by oil tanker and barge activity here
are poorly understood. However, one does
not have to look very far to get a sense of the
myriad concerns.
Last year, the federal Auditor General
expressed concern about risks, gaps and
inadequacies in Canada’s marine oil spill
response system. The audit found that
current spill response capacity by Transport
Canada, Environment Canada, and the
Coast Guard is insufficient to respond to

spills in any of Canada’s oceans. In addition
to these limitations, the US/Canadian
Transboundary Spill Planning and
Response Project Workgroup found that
agencies on both sides of the border are illprepared to deal with oil spills. The final
report
contained
over
130
recommendations for improvement.
Yet, even with better response
capabilities, most oil from marine spills is
never recovered. This implies significant
risk to ecosystems throughout Georgia
Strait, the Fraser estuary and the Gulf
Islands. These areas include wild salmon
populations, migratory birds on the Pacific
flyway, important shellfish beds, and the
ORCAS, continued on page 9

Notice to the Public

This summer could
be a scorcher.
DEADLINE EEXTENDED
DEADLINE
XTENDED
discontinuation
off Pr
Prepaid
Paper
Tickets
FFor
or disc
ontinuation o
epaid P
aper T
ickets
We ha
We
have
ve extended
extended the deadline for
for customers to transfer
transf
ansfer
er the value
value
of their e
existing
xisting Pr
Prepaid
epaid P
Paper
aper T
Tickets
ickets on
onto
to a BC FFerries’
erries’ E
Experience™
xperience™
Card
C
ard un
until
til September 30, 2011
2011.. The BC FFerries’
erries’ E
Experience™
xperience™ C
Card
ard is an
innovative
inno
vative product
product which has replaced
replaced the old Pr
Prepaid
epaid P
Paper
aper T
Tickets.
ickets.
As of Oc
October
tober 1, 2011
2011,, Pr
Prepaid
epaid P
Paper
aper T
Tickets
ickets for
for Hornby Island and
Cortes
C
ortes Island will no long
longer
er have
have a monetary
monetary value
value and can not be
exchanged
e
xchanged onto
onto a BC Ferries’
Ferries’ Experience™
Experience™ Card.
Card.

KEY
KE
YD
DATE
ATE T
TO
O NO
NOTE:
NOT
TE:
September 30, 2011 – final da
dayy to tr
transfer
ansfer
ansf
er the vvalue
alue of
Prepaid
Pr
epaid P
Paper
aper T
Tickets
ickets on to a BC FFerries’
erries’ E
Experience™
xperience™ C
Card
ard
For more
For
more informa
inf
information
ormation on this change,
change, visit bc
bcferries.com
ferries.com
Questions? Please call 1 888 BC FER
FERRY
RY (1 888 223 3779).

islandtides.com

Nearly half of wildfirres
es in British C
Columbia
olumbia
ar
e caused b
y human car
elessness. Please pr
event
are
by
carelessness.
prevent
To
and rreport
eport wildfirres.
es. T
o rreport
eport a wildfirre,
e,
call *5555 on yyour
our ccell.
ell.
For mor
e inf
ormation, visit
For
more
information,
www.BCforestfi
w
ww.BCforestfirreinfo.gov.bc.ca
einfo.gov.bc.ca

ISLAND TIDES, July 28, 2011, Page 7
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Orcas surface near East Point, Saturna Island, last August. From top left is: L53, J1 (aka Ruffles) and J2, known as Granny. She is thought to be 100-years-old.

Saturna Notes

I

t’s great weather for the month of
May—I have zucchini plants that are
starting to mold on the bottom leaves,
as they do in the fall. Bless their little hearts;
they haven’t even ripened a squash yet!
Haying is a challenge. Get it cut and you
have to be sure you have enough to time to
get it dried, baled and off the field into barns
before the next rain drops fall.
I see lots of gawky, awkward hatchlings
learning to be fledglings. With feathers and
fluff flying, they are landing on the ground
with a thump or being squashed on the
road. Birds have much behaviour that is
innate but lots has to be learned with scant
room for mistakes as they master walking
and flying. Besides, where does dinner come
from once your parents are no longer
dropping it in your gaping maw?

— Priscilla Ewbank

The babies are surprising and charming
in their fearlessness of humans. The parents
will be going ballistic and the babies will be
on your foot or talking to you from a close
branch.
The deer are all over the roads and yards,
bucks pointing their noses, antlers covered
in velvet, fawns dithering about which way
to go. It is butterfly time with swallow tails
and Lorquin’s admirals flitting, while the
bees work the flowers and bushes.

Learning About Our Orcas
Athena George, our local park interpreter,
shows up at every Saturday Summer
Market with puzzles and specimens to
engage us with our flora and fauna. Kids are
fascinated, and so are the adults, to hold and
touch the specimens and ponder the
questions she asks.

On July 16, she had the skulls of an orca,
sealion, seal, raccoon, eagle, otter and bat.
She is doing special presentations on orcas
this month at East Point, one of their
favorite feeding areas, and the orcas are
turning up often to highlight the show, to
the delight of locals and tourists alike.
Athena shared with me notes from her
program centering around Ruffles, aka J1.
He was the first orca to be identified, and his
6-foot-tall ruffled dorsal fin, like a crinkly
potato chip, gave him his name and made
him an icon to people all over J-Pod’s
summer wandering area.
The oldest male of J-Pod, Ruffles was
born in 1951. Paternity tests show that he
was the father of many calves. Ruffles was
the constant companion of what scientists
believe to be his mother J2, Granny.

Male and female orcas stay with their
mother for their whole lives. No other
species does this. Ruffles communicated
with her by vocalizing in a dialect unique to
J-Pod. He swam with and shared fish with
her. Ruffles would have eaten mainly Fraser
River Chinook salmon in the summer and
some Chum in the fall. He probably
consumed about 150,000 salmon in his
lifetime.
Orcas do not sleep like we do, because
their breathing isn’t voluntary. Scientists
think that they shut down one half of their
brains when they rest. Athena’s orca skull
(actually in this case a cast from a skull) was
fascinating as the two circular blowholes are
encased in bone and asymmetrical in their
position.
SATURNA, please turn to page 8

Save the
Last Piece
We need your help to save a
beautiful 54-acre property on Salt Spring Island.
This will complete the protected areas of Burgoyne Bay
known for Garry Oak and Coastal Douglas-fir.

Please donate to
The Nature Trust of BC
#260 - 1000 Roosevelt Crescent
North Vancouver, BC V7P 3R4

www.naturetrust.bc.ca
Toll free 1-866-288-7878

islandtides.com
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FOR SEPTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS







Time-proven for over 25 years
No maintenance required
Lower overall cost
Fits any lot shape
Best choice for
sensitive lakeside properties
 Passive system—no power required
Authorized Representative:
BWD Engineering Inc.
15822 – 106A Avenue
Surrey, B.C., V4N 1K7
Phone: (604) 789-2204
Fax: (604) 582-8231
Web: www.bwdeng.ca

CORPORATION

eljen.com

Rainwater Harvesting Systems
A B O V E & B E L O W G RO U ND A P PL I C A T I O N S
FEATURING

world leading
brands

Photo: Terrill Welch

Mayne Island lighthouse; a break in the rain lets the sun shine through.
SATURNA from page 7
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• Durable
• Long-lasting
• PVC

In Ruffles’ lifetime, people’s attitudes towards orcas
changed from shooting them on sight to loving them. They
are classified as a species at risk. Since 1951, the number of
salmon have declined at least 30%.
When Ruffles was 13-years-old, the first member of his
family was taken into captivity right at East Point. Ruffles
was almost captured, but he was too big. For the next 20
years or so, 45 members of his family were taken for
aquariums. The rate of death for the captured orcas was
appalling. One estimate says 90 young could have been lost.
We know much more about the lives of orcas than we
did in 1951. Only recently have we found out that transient
orcas don’t interbreed with residents. The two groups
diverged long ago and don’t interbreed. We know little of
where they go in winter or of their social world. What we do
know is that animals we once shot are now powerfully
mesmerizing for us. Did we change or did they?
Ruffles was last seen off Victoria on November 26 last
year. It is suspected that he passed away, sinking to the
ocean floor, as killer whales do when they die. He would be
60 this year. Males usually live into their thirties or forties,
so Ruffles lived about 20 years longer than average. He
might have been the oldest male in the Pacific Northwest.
He was about 20-feet-long and weighed about 5,600
kilograms.
A sweet note to add to a celebration of Ruffles’ life is that
a grandson of his, K44, was photographed on July 6. He was
almost 24-hours-old.

Finally… a solar
powered dock light
that really works!

Remembering Mary Rose Smith
Mary Rose Smith, born in Saskatchewan on June 26, 1943,
died on July 10 in Mount Tolmie hospital. Mary Rose
worked for years as a ferry attendant, at the pub, and loved
a good laugh. She came in 1976 to Saturna and fell in love
with the community and cherished her broad base of
friends. She left the world of being a computer consultant
and took up fishing—a tremendous pleasure to her. She was
capable and a hard worker and often smiling. After her
stroke, many friends went to visit her and brought her on
visits to her home. She leaves her loving family, sons
Warren and Wesley and daughter, Corinne, and many
friends. 0

Books Received

barrplastics.com
1-800-665-4499

Hiking the gulf Islands of British Columbia
Updated with new walks & maps; the ultimate guide to
exploring BC’s islands. Charles Kahn: Harbour Publishing,
$24.95.
Ultimate Trout Fishing in the Pacific Northwest
Full-colour guide for beginner and experienced trout fishers
alike. Larry Stefanyk: Harbour Publishing, $18.99. 0

ask your local dock contractor or call Barr plastics today!

"From the first Blue Sky
Architecture have been
regionalists in the best
sense of the term. They
have been deeply involved
with the ecology and
topography of southern
British Columbia and its
wonderful interweave of sea,
forest, and rock ."

HELLIWELL + SMITH
BLUE SKY ARCHITECTURE

4090 Bayridge Ave West Vancouver BC V7V 3K1
t 01 604 921 8646 f 01 604 921 0755
bsa@blueskyarchitecture.com
www.blueskyarchitecture.com

islandtides.com

The Dickeys’ Fiftieth
Joan and Grant Dickey celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary in the Community Hall last week. The kids and
other family members prepared a sit-down dinner for the
family, friends and the community. It is hard to know where
to start to honour these two hard working community
members. Grant and Joan are always in the thick of things.
Their involvement with the Lamb BBQ, Women’s Club,
Lions, firefighters, Community Club and wood cutting work
bees are a few examples. They know how to get things done
and are fun to work with. All this, and they have kids and
are still married after 50 years—there is an achievement of
which to be proud! At the dinner, a grateful community took
the opportunity to congratulate them on their personal
achievement and to thank them both for all they do to make
Saturna that much better.

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

Hornby Island passes new STVR bylaws
Short Term Vacation Rentals on Hornby Island may soon
be subject to two proposed bylaws: Nº 142, which amends
the Official Community Plan, and Nº 143, which amends
the Land Use Bylaw. Both have had third reading, and await
approval by the Islands Trust Executive Committee and the
Minister.
Bylaw 142 recognizes STVRs as a permitted land use,
requires adequate sewage capacity, and suggests that
additional water needs should be met by water catchment
rather than well drawdown. It emphasizes, however, the
need to deal with impacts and to maintain the residential
character of neighbourhoods.
To accomplish this, the bylaw requires that the property
be ordinarily occupied by the owner. Regulations are
intended to limit how many people may stay on a property
and how long they can stay. They also require that adequate
parking be provided, that the appearance of the property
remains residential, and that tents and recreational vehicles
are not used for this purpose.

The bylaw also encourages STVR owners to form an
association to establish ‘best practices’.
Bylaw 143 provides more detail. It specifies that rental
vacation homes (STVRs) may be occupied by paying guests
from May to September only. Occupancy is limited by the
following clause, here quoted in its entirety:
‘3.23.2: During a period of seven (7) consecutive days a
dwelling unit may be occupied by only one group of paying
guests.’
While this clause limits short stays, it also appears to
require unoccupied periods between groups of guests.
Vacation home rentals are to be identified by small signs:
‘7.7: On lots where a vacation home rental use is in use, a
sign measuring 15 centimetres (6 inches) by 30 centimetres
(12 inches) clearly readable from a public road is required
and must provide contact information including name and
telephone number of the owner or their agent who is
reasonably available on an ongoing basis.’ 0
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Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

GULF ISLANDS WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Whole-house Treatment
• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

ORCAS from page 6
habitats of many rare, threatened or endangered marine
and coastal species.
One example of this risk is the overlay of the tanker route
onto large sections of the critical habitat for Canada’s
endangered southern resident orca whales.
The southern residents are a small population hindered
by previous loss of individuals that make them vulnerable
to chance circumstances. Dropping birth rates, increasing
death rates or random events like disease, food shortages
or oil spills can be irreversible.
A similar situation existed in Prince William Sound in
1989 when the Exxon Valdez hit Bligh Reef with two
populations of orca in the vicinity. In one population, 14 of
the 36 resident whales died following the spill. Twenty years
later, the pod has still not recovered. In the second
population, the breeding females died. Now, with no new
females and only males left, this population is going extinct.
The increased presence of tankers also brings concerns
of physical and acoustic disturbance to orcas. Physical and
acoustic disturbance are two of the four threats, along with
food quantity and quality, identified by Canada’s orca whale
scientists as reasons for their endangered status.

The impacts of increased oil tanker traffic must also be
considered within the context of cumulative stresses that
local ecosystems and wildlife are already under. The Georgia
Basin is an ecologically fragile region under intense pressure
from growth. These pressures have already had measurable
impacts on water and air quality, as well as habitat quality
and habitat availability for fish, birds and mammals.
Additionally, changes to ecosystem function and processes
within these waters, such as shifts in marine food webs and
increasing ocean stratification, are a growing concern.
Chronic oiling and spills will only exacerbate the declining
health of the region.
The Raincoast Conservation Foundation, the Gulf
Islands Alliance and the Georgia Strait Alliance have all
written the National Energy Board (NEB) arguing that the
Kinder Morgan tariff application has serious implications
for the marine environment which require, at minimum,
broad public consultation and a federal risk assessment of
oil spills. It is our hope the NEB will subject the application
to much greater scrutiny and adequately engage the public
who will be assuming the risk. 0

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria /
Hardness / Arsenic
Victoria: 250-412-1110 • Comox Valley: 250-339-6914
Burnaby: 604- 630-1114

www.watertiger.net

Wood-Fired Hot Tubs
Portable, pre–assembled,
no scrubbing, fresh or salt
water, can be left full or
empty, fully–insulated.
Includes all you need…
just add water!

Phone: 604-885-0646

www.alumitubs.com

OUR ELECTRICITY GRID IS ABOUT TO GET

A WHOLE LOT SMARTER
STARTING THIS SUMMER, BC HYDRO WILL BE UPGRADING HOMES AND BUSINESSES WITH NEW
SMART METERS. MOVING TO A MORE EFFICIENT, MODERNIZED GRID WILL CREATE IMMEDIATE
SAVINGS FOR OUR CUSTOMERS.

YOU MAY BE WONDERING...
What is a smart meter?
The smart metering program will modernize our electricity system by replacing old electro-mechanical meters with new digital meters. A smart meter is a digital meter
that records the amount of power you use. It helps improve the efficiency of the power grid, means less wasted electricity and gets BC ready for future power needs.
What are the benefits for me as a customer?
You will be able to see your power use in near real time and it will be faster and easier to open and close your account if you move.
What happens if the power goes out?
With smart meters in place, BC Hydro can pinpoint power outages and restore power faster.
How does it make my community safer?
The new meters reduce public and worker exposure to theft-related safety hazards, such as house fires,
live wires and premature transformer failures.
How will my meter be read?
There will be remote, two way communication between your meter and BC Hydro.
Smart meter signals are short, infrequent and will last less than one minute per day.
Is the signal safe?
Yes. The signals are low level frequency, meeting and exceeding Health Canada safety standards.
Is my information secure?
Similar to online banking systems, the data from the meters is secure and your privacy is protected.

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT MODERNIZING BC’S GRID
AND SMART METERS AT BCHYDRO.COM/SMARTMETERS
A11-312

islandtides.com
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Photo: Henny Schnare

South Galiano Island Volunteer Firefighters—(l-r) bottom: Richard Wilson, Juergan Mueller, Rob Foster, Richard Vincent; middle: Dave Gerlach, Ken Steen, Larry
McInerney, Bill Jones, Sean Luttmer, Roy Davies; top: John New, Adam Kingscote, Ron Taylor, Terry Kerr, Mike Sharp, Thjys Vermeulen. Absent: Greg Gammon,
John Hatch, Daniel Kim, Christian Nally, Rolyn Potter, Bill Russel, Dave Smith.

Firechief finally chilling out

S

outh Galiano Volunteer Fire Department Chief Bill
Jones retired at the end of July. The SGVFD and
Galiano Island community will be blue to see their
firechief leave the island, but are grateful for all he has given
since he joined the department in 1995. He served as
captain, then as training officer, and for the past seven years
as fire chief.
Sean Luttmer takes over Bill’s duties in August. He says
he looks forward to a new challenge, but has big shoes to
fill: ‘Bill has been a really visible and active member of the
community. He’s earned a lot of respect for his leadership
in the fire department and other areas. Everybody’s going
to miss him a lot. He’s one of the movers and shakers that
keeps things going in a positive way. I learned a lot from him

— Sara Miles

and I’ll be doing my best to keep up the standard.’
Bill served as a professional firefighter and captain of the
Vancouver Fire Department before he came to Galiano. He
was instrumental in developing several important
community programs, including the Southern Gulf Islands
Emergency Program. At a ceremony in July, Area
Emergency Program Coordinator Ian Elliot presented Bill
with a Certificate of Appreciation for all of his years of
dedicated service in the interest of public safety. Bill said he
was glad to be part of it all.
Sean says the moment that Bill sees something needs to
be done, he goes out and does it. ‘He’s worked in a lot of
ways behind the scenes,’ Sean says. ‘…developing the 9-11
dispatch system so it would work better for us in the islands,

Salt Spring LTC will revisit Riparian Area Regulations
On July 7, 2011 the Salt Spring Island Local Trust
Committee (LTC) passed five resolutions regarding the
Provincial requirement to implement the Riparian Areas
Regulation (RAR), given the unprecedented interest shown
at last month’s attempted Public Hearings and the related
correspondence around Bylaw No. 449.
The LTC says wants it to ensure that the community is
fully aware and engaged in the development of a
development permit area bylaw to implement RAR. It
believes that the community needs to be involved to a
greater degree and that feedback and education are key
components.
There was a great deal of input received leading up to the

Public Hearings and as a result the LTC has directed staff
to improve communication with the community through a
variety of methods, such as meeting with specific
community organizations.
The LTC directed staff to proceed no further with Bylaw
Nº 449—Lakes, Streams, Wetlands and Riparian Areas. The
focus for staff will no longer be on that bylaw, but on a
community consultation and communication process to
improve understanding of the Provincial RAR and to find a
community-supported means to implement it.
The SSI LTC also directed staff to look at ways to address
concerns about the lack of detailed stream mapping.
Because this will take time and may have to be done in

he was involved with the community wildfire planning
committee, and contributed a lot to concrete plans for the
Islands to deal with forest fires.’
After a major fire on Galiano in 2006, the community
started work on wildfire planning. A huge study of the forest
zones, dangers and resources in case of an emergency is
almost complete.
Bill and his wife Jean are moving to Victoria, and look
forward to spending more time with their children and
grandchildren. Sean says he will continue the work Bill
started, including modernization of the fire truck fleet. All
trucks have been replaced except one; Sean hopes to do that
in the next year or two.
Best of luck to Bill in his retirement, and to Sean in his
new role as fire chief! 0
phases, staff was directed to consult with the Ministry of
Environment to seek their support for a possible
incremental approach to implementing RAR on Salt Spring
Island. With regards to the mapping, staff will identify
options and costs associated with additional stream
mapping for the Salt Spring.
Over the next number of months, staff will be working
with the community and various organizations to improve
understanding of the Riparian Areas Regulation, to
understand community concerns, and to gain input into the
development of a bylaw. Staff will provide progress updates
at the LTC meetings. Residents are encouraged to continue
to contact staff as this communication and engagement
RIPARIAN, continued on next page
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AUTOMOTIVE
GSAAutoRentals
Bookwiththebest!
Pick-Upfrom
SwartzBayFerry Terminal&
VictoriaAirport

Monthlyfrom$655
Weeklyfrom$235
Mentionthisadfordiscount

MARINE

MOORINGS

•INSTALLED •SERVICED
•MAINTAINED

Chris West
Dive Services
250-888-7199
250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES
Hy-Geo Consulting
Advisory services for
Water Wells
Aquifers
Groundwater

250.658.1701
www.hy-geo.com

250-474-7325
20+ years experience
Metal roofs & torch-on
Excellent references.
BBB, Licensed, Insured,
WCB, Visa, M/C.

www.soarecontracting.com

QualityPre-Owned
Cars&Minivans

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788
terry@gsaautorentals.com
www.gsaautorentals.com

135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

FREE!

Dave
250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640
“We don’t stand
behind our work,
we stand behind a tree.”

Bulk Water Delivery
www.H2oonthego.ca
• CRD approved drinking water
• pool ﬁlling • dust control

Besley

• 3000 gallon tankers

Foundations & Framing
Siding & Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Renovations & Additions
Timberworks & Arbors
25 years experience
Licensed & Insured
Call Ron for free estimate

E V A ES
E
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A
L ROOFING N

Ship to Shore
Tree Services
island to island arborist

• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings

Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

• Ramps • Pile Driving

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

250-537-9710

Ross Walker

www.islandmarine.ca

SEE YOUR AD HERE!
250.629.3660

ALSO
TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE

Active Seniors!

John Racine

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599
- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

Solar power for summer ~ Jan Slakov & Barb Taylor

B

b

Powerful Pedaling
Mobility! Electrically
Assisted Bikes &
Trikes. Louis Vallee

250-539-5317

Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

esides bringing our gardens to life, and
drying our laundry, there’s more the sun can
do for us in the summer.
Instead of melting honey or chocolate on the
stove, put a jar out in the sun; it won’t take long
to melt on a hot day. You can build a solar cooker
with cardboard boxes; see instructions on
various websites.
Turn off your hot water heater and use a
solar shower (available in many hardware
stores) or just use the water in a hose that has

250.537.8340
www.HeritagePlace.info

30 years experience
insured

250.668.2186

Fax 250-383-2198

f oR W ateR
C olleCtion S yStemS

EXTRAORDINARY
Food
People
Experience

CYCLING

info@shiptoshore.ca

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

S tanding S eam
m etal R oofing

FOR SENIORS

topping • thinning •
lot clearing • pruning •
hazardous tree removal

Ltd.

On Time & On Budget

Heritage Place

…deciding what comes
next just got easier…

Design & Build

rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885

Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up
also available

Dave’s Drilling
& Blasting

HAVE BOAT • WILL TRAVEL

WAHL MARINE LTD.

250-388-2712

• street ﬂushing • ﬁlm industry

information@hy-geo.com

Rent

RETIREMENT

been lying out in the sun. Even if you need to
use a kettle now and then to get boiling water,
you’ll save lots of energy and money by turning
your hot water off for weeks or months at a time.
Stores specializing in ecologically friendly or
home improvement products sometimes stock
solar-powered/wind-up radios, flashlights and
other appliances.
Don’t forget to ‘unplug’ conventional
appliances to cut down on your electrical ‘ghost
load’. You can do this easily, with a power bar. 0

KLEIN-LEWIS from page 6

developed a solar panel industry.

especially wish to deny climate change because they see it
as a fundamental threat to ‘business as usual’.
Fortunately, not all the stories were downers. The couple
told encouraging and inspiring stories about political
changes in Argentina that benefitted the poor.
In Cleveland, Ohio the creation and implementation of
the ‘Cleveland Model’ in depressed areas has encouraged
residents to begin developing their own businesses.
In Britain the UK Uncut organization used solid research
to expose corporate greed and turned to peaceful direct
action to stop the cutting of some services.
Naomi and Avi described the Transition Town
movement that was born in Totnes, England, active on
many islands now.
They also talked about the creativity of a Cheyenne Tribe
in Northern Montana. With huge coal deposits on its land
and despite 80% unemployment the tribe refused the
advances of a mining company and instead created green
industry jobs.
In Oakland, California the Oakland Coalition is creating
jobs and low-cost housing.
In Bellingham, Washington folks created new
relationships between farmers and local restaurants and

Out of both these disaster and encouraging stories came
what we might call the Klein-Lewis Rules for Activists.
1. Do your research. Get to know the behind the scenes
movers and shakers, especially the relationships between
corporations and governments. Become a systems thinker
and get to know how things really work.
2. Know your community and what its needs are. Create
a vision and develop strategies to make the vision a reality.
Though communities have many similar characteristics
they are all unique. Cookie cutter approaches won’t work.
3. Come up with alternatives. It is not enough to just be
against things. We have to fill the vacuum and give people
a sense of hope.
4. Be willing to engage in peaceful direct action. When
the cards are stacked against you the best way to win is not
to play the game.
5. Look after yourself and one another. Burnout is a
constant threat.
6. Connect the dots between social justice, eco justice
and economic justice. Develop coalitions that work well
together.

Taking Action

MOVED
HOMES
BE BOLD - GO GREEN
Character, Custom &
Contemporary Buildings

40+ buildings to
choose from
www.nickelbros.com

1-866-606-2237

‘Custom Designed
for Island Hills’

FOR RENT
South Pender Island. 1 bedroom
plus loft, 1 bathroom, woodstove &
electric heat, sunny location close to
beaches. Available June 1, long term.
n/s, n/p, references. $850/mo+
utilities. 604-879-9701
Saturna Island. Wilderness at your
doorstep. Two separate houses for
long term: a 2-bedroom and a 3bedroom. Gas fireplaces, decks, 5
appliances, 2km to ferry. $800 and
$850/mo, plus utilities, n/s,
references. 250-539-2975

RIPARIAN from previous page
process unfolds.
Following this consultative process, staff will bring back
a report and recommendations on RAR implementation for
the consideration of the Salt Spring Island Local Trust
Committee. This report will include options and
recommendations for stream mapping and options and
recommendations for implementing the Riparian Areas
Regulation.
New information about the process will be found at
http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/ltc/ss/edparpl2010.cfm. 0
7. Learn from those who have come before you. First
nations are a model for how to relate to nature.

Talking Politics
It is impossible for a Canadian to be in the presence of a
person with the last name ‘Lewis’ and not discuss politics.
The couple thought that little could be accomplished at the
federal level now that Mr Harper has a majority. More
might be accomplished at the provincial and local level.
When asked if the NDP had run out of ideas, Avi said ‘No.
But the NDP’s failure might be the lack of courage to pursue
its principles, ideas and values.’ He was concerned that the
NDP might become the Liberal Party.
When asked about the media, particularly the CBC, Avi
provided a picture of an organization under siege. Its budget
is continually being cut and the senior bureaucrats are
frightful. He strongly supported the emergence and support
of alternative community media such as CJMP 90.1FM.
It was a great day. On the way home in the ferry our
group reflected on the day’s events. We were inspired by the
two presenters and we all felt that the community of Powell
River did the bang-up job that has become its trademark.
We will come again.
Mike Bell is Co-chair of Sierra Club Comox Valley. 0
islandtides.com
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august garden calendar
—Brian Crumblehulme

Photo: Susan Banjavich

The idled garden has everywhere grown to weeds, and the wattle gate has been left open to
dogs and pigs. But a few vegetables still linger in the rain. —Hu Zhi, 16th Century, China

E

(as high as I can reach) so the energy of the
plants goes to the ripening fruit.
On the other hand sow, with a liberal
hand, fall and winter vegetables including
all salad greens, Asian greens, spinach and
chard, and be prepared to buy a few plants
from a garden centre to fill in for those you
forgot to sow last month. Remember too to
include sowings of winter herbs like parsley
and chervil, and throw in a few rows of
sweet onions and scallions for next year.
Heavy fruiting crops such as tomatoes
benefit from an application of a diluted
liquid fertilizer such as seaweed, but do not
fertilize crops during cool or wet weather as
this will promote excessive leaf growth at the
cost of flowers and fruit.
This is a very good year for soft fruit but,
in cool or damp weather, berries and
currants must be picked as soon as they
become ripe or they will spoil rapidly. And

very season has its challenges,
especially when it does not meet our
expectations. Let’s just say we live in
‘interesting’ times. Many of the temperate
crops in the garden are growing like there’s
no tomorrow—my greens, beans and roses
are a riot. Meanwhile, I have sown carrots
four times already and my melons are the
size of peas.
This is the time for pragmatism. Remove
any hot weather vegetable plants that have
not already flowered and set fruit. This
might include corn, peppers, eggplants and
melon. Protect the fruiting ones with plastic
or glass to promote ripening.
Tomatoes thrive on a little stress, so
better to let them dry out before giving them
a soaking, and don’t forget to snap off some
of the lower leaves and side shoots. I pinch
the flower buds and the tops off my
tomatoes when they have reached seven feet

h Sangria

& Cheesecake

What to do with fresh fruit besides eating it
off the bushes… Sangria (sangre) is the
Spanish name for a mixed drink generically
called a ‘cup’ which is fruit and/or wine
based. Mulled wine and punches are other
variations. In the 19th Century, parties and
dances were often served Cups of fresh
citrus fruits, cherries, berries and peaches
macerated in champagne. For an afternoon
treat try:
Z 1 bottle red wine
Z 1 lemon & 1 orange cut into slices
Z A large shot of brandy
Z Soda water
Z Sugar to taste, fresh chopped mint
For an extra touch of class add a fistful of
raspberries and a glass of Triple Sec. And if
you really want to impress:
Macerate a pound of sun-warmed
cherries in equal volumes of Curaçao and
Cognac (Hennessey will do), then add a
bottle of Sauternes and a few slices of
cucumber. Using wide-rimmed glasses,
ladle over a small frozen orange cube and
top with a rose petal.

if you plan to harvest herbs for drying try to
do this after the sun has dried off any dew
or rain. Oregano and savory are easy to dry
if left under brown paper covers in a warm
room for a couple of days, when they can be
rubbed off and stored in glass jars in the
pantry for a mid-winter stew or pizza.
In the flower garden, remove dead
flowers to promote late summer blooms and
this applies especially to roses and weeds.
The best time for weeding is after a rain and
before the sun.
Still in the flower garden, if you shear off
the tops of pansies and violets to remove
three quarters of the plant, add a little top
soil and soak them once or twice, they will
produce a mass of new growth and flower
through fall and winter. Then towards the
end of the month you can plant out
biennials such as Sweet William (dianthus),
wallflowers and pansies that look well in a

h

Cheesecake is the perfect vehicle for
fresh fruit. Technically, cheesecakes are
baked custards and as such should be
baked slowly in a water tray. The classic is:
Z 2 packages cream cheese
Z 1 cup of sugar
Z 3 eggs
Z Juice of 1 lemon, vanilla, salt
Z 3 cups sour cream (or half ’n’ half)
Cream the cheese and sugar until very
smooth. Gradually add the remaining
ingredients beating all the time. A food
processor really helps. Pour into individual
ramekins and place in a large baking tray
with 2 inches of hot water and bake at
about 375 for 45-50 minutes until just firm.
Remove and cool on racks.
Done this way, you do not need a base.
To serve in slices like a regular cake, a
Graham cracker or cookie base works fine.
Serve with fresh raspberries, cherries,
sliced plums or peaches with an espresso
on the side.
To gild the lily, grate white chocolate
over berries, dark chocolate over cherries,
or drizzle Grand Marnier over peaches. 0

spring garden and great on a salad. Later in
the month scatter seeds of Nigella,
Calendula, Alyssum and poppies for next
year.
Late summer, before the rain or after the
sun, is a prime time to tidy up and trim
evergreen shrubs in the hedge or flower bed.
Privets and ornamental cedars can become
scraggly after a few years and a few minutes
with the shears will tidy them up and
promote fresh new growth before winter
sets in.
This may not be a hot summer, but it
sure is comfortable outside on the terrace
next to the roses with a glass of Sangria or
mint tea. There are fewer mosquitoes this
year and the wasps are too lazy to mill
around in the humid air, so in the evening,
armed with a cup of coffee and a scotch, it is
the time to meditate on what you will plant
for next summer’s heatwave.

Salish Sea Good Life

Eating, Sleeping & Shopping
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CAMPGROUND

Central Vancouver Island

MARINA

BOOK & MARINE CHART STORE
MOUNTAIN BIKE, SCOOTER & KAYAK RENTALS
3350 Coast Rd, Gabriola

250.247.8931 www.PAGESRESORT.com

‘HOLIDAY HOUSE’
B&B Motel • Rooms
Vacation Suites
FREE PICK-UP
20 min from Nanaimo Ferries
10 min from Nanaimo Airport

Salt Spring Island
Chamber of Commerce
www.saltspringtourism.com

9100 East Saanich Road
North Saanich

www.roostfarmcentre.com

Ocean Soul
Book Caffé
New and
Used Books
Open at 6 am Daily
250-246-1977
1578 Joan Avenue
Crofton

HERITAGE LADYSMITH
1-888-310-2299
250-618-5830
www.ladysmithholidayhouse.com

Islands’
Summer!
VISIT, STAy
EnjOy!

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

Barry Mathias and Don Williams poured cement footings for a Pender Island Car Stop
solid cedar bench, crafted by Colin Hamilton of Thuja Wood Art.

grand opening langley!

Thinking about building remotely?
We can design and help you build your
custom ‘Hybrid’ timber frame home.

Toll Free 1.877.826.5461
www.tamlinhomes.com

islandtides.com

Visit Tamlin Homes’ new post & beam
head office for an eye opening tour!

