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The Islands
Trust: federation
or co-operative?
Patrick Brown

During their quarterly meeting on
Saturna Island in June, the Islands Trust
Council once again discussed the
allocation of resources (funds and staff)
for local planning projects. The
perennial issue centres on whether those
Islands that contribute the most in
property taxes to the Trust’s finances
should receive, as a right, a
proportionate share of the local
planning budget.
Local planning includes community
plans, zoning, and subdivision on each
Island, financed by both taxation and
application fees. The larger Islands have
claimed for years that they did not get
their share of the local planning budget,
and that they were made to subsidize
planning for the smaller Islands. The
smaller Islands claimed that it became
almost impossible to obtain sufficient
resources to tackle any large planning
issue, even if the resolution of the issue
would benefit the other Islands.
This subsidization of smaller Islands
was one of the issues that led to the
incorporation of Bowen Island and its
decision to carry out its own planning
rather than utilizing Islands Trust staff.
Traditionally, the Trust has allocated
the local planning budget through
establishing
specific
priorities,
attempting to deal with issues affecting
all islands, as well as the particular
concerns of larger and smaller Islands.
While Trust Chief Financial Officer
Doug Levell said he has developed a
reporting system that could allocate the
cost of all Local Planning effort to one
Island or another, he expressed the
opinion that exactly matching
expenditures to tax contributions would
not be workable. His figures did,
however, indicate the extent of the
‘imbalance’.
Wednesday’s discussion ended with
the matter being tabled until the
business meeting. On Thursday, the
Trust passed a motion which would see
TRUST, please turn to page 3
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350 people jammed Pender's Community Hall for a Public Hearing on a controversial Bylaw (see story below).

Galiano contamination ‘Driftwood Village’ gets a thorough airing
spotter recognized
The Galiano Ratepayers Association awarded Barbara
Littlejohn an honorary lifetime membership earlier
this summer. Littlejohn discovered pollution in
Georgeson Creek in 1999. She noticed that frogs had
gone from a pond near her home. She and her
immediate neighbours hired an engineer to ascertain
the reason for this disappearance of wildlife.

Barbara Littlejohn (left) and Barbara Geary
The British Columbia Building Corporation works
yard site was found to be contaminated. Chemicals
from telephone poles left lying on the ground and salt
from the Highways Works yard winter storage had
leached into the aquifer. Eventually a cleanup was
accomplished, with BC Hydro paying $160,000 to
complete the soil excavation and disposal. The loss of
wildlife that Barbara had noticed was the first
indication that the area was compromised. ✐

More than 350 people attended a Public
Hearing on North Pender Island for Bylaw 141,
the ‘Driftwood Village’ proposal to create highdensity housing on Rural-zoned land. The
community hall was overflowing through doors
and up stairways. The July 17 Public Hearing
was preceded at noon by an information
meeting about the not-yet-resolved Housing
Agreement that is dependent on Bylaw 141.
Many people stayed for the almost five hours of
meetings despite the heat.
The information meeting allowed
community members to ask searching
questions about the nature of the ‘amenity’ of
nine housing units to be reserved for people
over 60. The rest of the 36 units planned are for
sale to people over 50. Earmarking nine units
for the 60-pluses is the trade-off for changing
the zoning of the Rural parcel (normally
allowed one house and one cottage) to a newly
created zone called Rural Comprehensive 2.
Part of the proposal is also the conversion of a
currently Commercial Accommodation zoned
parcel to the Rural Comprehensive 2 zone.
The by now well-informed crowd stayed on
for the Public Hearing which began with the
announcement by Islands Trust Planner
Robert Kojima that 590 letters had been
received by the Islands Trust prior to the

meeting. Kojima said that 430 of these had
been opposed to the development and 160 in
favour of it. (The final number of written
submissions was 795, with 620 against the
proposed development and 175 for it.)
The issue got a good airing before the Local
Trust Committee: Wayne Wright, Em Round
and Giselle Rudischer. Over 30 people spoke
against the bylaw and another eight spoke in
favour of it, some of whom wandered from the
topic at hand but were courteously allowed to
continue. Several people on both sides of the
issue addressed the Local Trust Committee for
a second, third, or even fourth time once the list
of speakers was completed. One speaker was
heckled for getting personal when he took aim
at a former trustee who was present in the
audience. Two speakers got gentle laughter
when they trotted out old phrases that the
community has heard repeated many times
before.
However, the atmosphere was like a
celebration when speakers after speaker
against the development got cheers, whistles
and prolonged clapping from the enthusiastic
audience. Sentiments expressed included, that,
yes more help for seniors was needed on
Pender but that this development failed the
DEVELOPMENT, please turn to page 2

with 200 ft of lowbank waterfront. Priced fully furnished with
Zodiac & motor for $675,000. Very private with panoramic
180° views over the Strait of Georgia. Recently remodeled
kitchen and bathrooms. Community water system has multiple wells.

121 FARROW ROAD. A unique land cooperative of approx 280
acres with only 28 shares. Offered at $645,000 is an equitable
share including this 1.5 acres homesite with tri-level home &
separate workshop, and a share in the common land, dock and
wharf. Breathtaking southwest ocean views to the Pender Islands.

Saturna Island Realty

Saturna Island Realty

415 EAST POINT ROAD. Immaculate bi-level home on an acre

Joan Combes, Broker/Owner

Joan Combes, Broker/Owner

phone 250.539.2121 fax 250.539.5567 toll free 1.866.539.2121
visit our website for more photos and information: www.saturnarealty.com

phone 250.539.2121 fax 250.539.5567 toll free 1.866.539.2121
visit our website for more photos and information: www.saturnarealty.com
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Book Review by Robert White

Sea Kayaking—How to Do It and Where to Paddle
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Island Marine Construction
Floats • Ramps • Moorings • Pile Driving
Ph:

250-537-9710 Fax: 537-1725
www.islandmarine.ca

Richard J. Wey BCLS
Legal, Engineering and Topographical Surveys
Subdivision Planning
The Lord James, #4-2227 James White Blvd.
Sidney, BC V8L 1Z5

Telephone 250-656-5155 Fax: 250-656-5175

What are your
options?

Long-Distance Touring
The adjective ‘definitive’ is overused, but every so often a book is
produced for which it is the only one suitable. Dowd’s Sea
Kayaking—a Manual for Long-Distance Touring is certainly
one of these. It really is essential reading for anyone taking up
the sport as described in the title; that is, as long-distance
touring. Dowd brings an enormous amount of knowledge to this
topic,
accrued
from
decades of kayaking in the
most
varied
and
demanding environments
on the globe; from the
arctic to the tropics; from
the extreme tip of
Patagonia
to
the
Caribbean; from Europe to
Indonesia; and just about
every place in between,
including, of course, our
own BC coast. Let’s just say
he
is
a
widelyacknowledged expert on
sea kayaking.
Dowd
shares
his
knowledge on how to cope
with virtually anything the
average sea kayaker will
ever encounter, and does so with a clear and concise style in a
well-structured book. But the very strength of his book might
also be viewed, by some, as a weakness. Dowd is not only a
kayaker, he is an adventurer, an explorer, not only of the remoter
corners of the planet (how I envy him!) but of the outer limits of
what is possible in these remarkable craft. The situations which
liberally pepper the pages, and from which examples are drawn,
are often ones of extreme survival and can be quite frightening.
Although Dowd does not deliberately present it as such, it is
possible to infer, from the case examples given, that sea kayaking
is essentially a demanding and hazardous activity. The reader
should bear in mind that the sport can be enjoyed on many
levels, including simple day trips in sheltered waters, and that
the extreme scenarios are not inevitable. This book as stated, is
primarily for those contemplating long-distance kayak
expeditions. But one might hope that in future editions Dowd
could make reference, not only to the dire perils, but to some of
the mystery and beauty he must surely have encountered, as did
the late Bill Mason in his equally definitive books on the art of
wilderness canoeing. And Dowd’s considerable writing skills
would certainly be equal to the task.

Whoops!
The ugly job of making and proofreading tables from email
messages (which tend to lack their original formatting) was a
problem last issue. Nicholas Wilde tells us that a misalignment
had us reporting that Pender youngsters voting heavily for the
Bloc Québecois! In fact they voted heavily for the Green Party—
the 15 votes were for the Greens and the Bloc received no votes!

Find out from your
Gulf Islands’ alternative
energy specialists

Energy Options
energyoptions@telus.net

250-537-8371

364 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island
electrical contractors • solar • wind • microhydro systems

LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

STANDING SEAM METAL ROOFING
FOR WATER COLLECTION SYSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157

ea kayaking is reputed to be the fastest growing sport in
North America. I don’t know how they measure these
things so I don’t know if that is true. No matter, sea
kayaking is certainly growing rapidly in popularity as the
proliferation of books on the activity attests. New editions are
now in print for two of the best known titles on the subject: Sea
Kayaking—a Manual for Long-Distance Touring by John
Dowd, now into its fifth edition, and Kayak Routes of the Pacific
Northwest Coast edited by Peter McGee, now into its second
edition.

CELL 250-361-5028

FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 21 Years

UN launches online
‘environmental
democracy’ clearinghouse
The UN Economic Commission for Europe has unveiled a
website that will serve as an ‘environmental democracy’
clearinghouse designed to spotlight the issues covered by the
Aarhus Convention.
‘The Aarhus Convention focuses on citizens’ involvement in
environmental issues and their ability to gain access to
information held by public authorities,’ commented UN
Secretary General Kofi Annan.
The clearinghouse (aarhusclearinghouse.unece.org/) is
home to information available to governments,
nongovernmental organizations, students, academics and the
general public. ✐

Complete Rainwater Harvesting Systems
Roof-to-Tap Design

The MountainView
MATERIAL

LOCKUP

$35,305

$52,210

(1320 sq. ft.)

COMPLETE

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR
FREE PLAN BOOK.

$100,165

WE’LL QUOTE
FROM ANY PLAN.

• Polypropylene-lined
Steel Cisterns—
4,000-30,000 gallons

• Roof Washers
• Gravity Filters

Bob Burgess 250-246-2155
www.rainwaterconnection.com
www.harvestcedarhomes.com

DESIGN • SALES • INSTALLATION

Marine Trails for
Kayaking
Kayak Routes of the Pacific
Northwest Coast is an ideal
companion to Dowd’s book,
dealing with specific sea
kayaking routes in British
Columbia,
Washington
State, and Oregon, of
various lengths and for
kayakers of various abilities.
The coast (and book) is
divided into eighteen
sections, each section
having a standard format
consisting of Map (for basic
reference), Background,
Getting
There,
Trip
Summaries,
Trip
Description, and so on. Each section is by a different writer, or
writers, with intimate knowledge of the area covered—a total of
44 trips, from Haida Gwaii (the Queen Charlotte Islands) to the
lower Columbia River. It also includes a valuable Useful
Contacts list, an Equipment Checklist, and so on.
The book promotes the concept of a system of ‘marine trails’,
with camp sites, for outdoors recreationists using exclusively
manual or sail powered craft (no motor auxiliaries).
Responsible, low-impact, eco-friendly travel is the objective.
Reference is frequently made to scenic, historical, and nature
amenities, as well as to the specifics of kayaking in the regions
described. It is a highly-useful—and applicable—compendium of
‘hands-on’ route guides.
However, a few minor criticisms: in the complete and
thorough introductory section, the various aspects of
responsible recreational travel are carefully outlined. Topics
such as respecting wildlife and native and cultural artifacts;
preserving the environment; cautions regarding local weather
phenomena; safe and prudent navigation in heavy marine traffic
areas, and so on, are more than amply dealt with. Why, then, are
these same topics again included in each trip guide? A brief and
simple reference to the relevant page is all that is required, such
as: heavy marine traffic, see p.--, or, native reserve with artifacts,
see p.--, would suffice. When writers repeatedly recite the whole
list of ‘thou shalt not’ the overall tone risks becoming one of
holier-than-thou sermonizing. And please, when referring to the
native peoples who used these water routes in times past, could
patronizing hyperbole be omitted? Statements referring to them
having lived here ‘since time began’ are disrespectful in their
exaggeration.
The above items seem more attributable to editorial policy
than to shortcomings by the writers themselves. Likewise, there
were numerous irksome grammatical and typographic errors
which should not have crept into a second edition. Finally, the
photos illustrating the book were muddy and indistinct, perhaps
through the off-white paper or inappropriate image
manipulation, or both—but not really acceptable by today’s
reprographics standards. But a highly-useful book nonetheless,
and I look forward to an even bigger and better third edition.
Sea Kayaking: a Manual for Long-Distance Touring by John
Dowd, Greystone Books, paperback, 276 pages.
Kayak Routes of the Pacific Northwest Coast edited by Peter
McGee, foreword by John Dowd, Greystone Books, paperback,
336 pages. ✐
DEVELOPMENT from page 1
definition of bona fide seniors housing; that an amenity for nine
couples did not justify the precedent for the conversion of Ruralzoned land to higher density zones; that seniors’ housing should
be planned under the current OCP review and not before; that
water was not adequately proven for the development; that the
amenity was not a genuine amenity; that the density transfer
between two different zones (Commercial Accommodation to
Rural) was not allowable; that the development was against the
current OCP.
Those in favour spoke of people who had had to leave the
Island because this kind of housing was not available. They
commented that the development provided a type of housing
that Pender did not currently have; that they would like to move
into it when older; that more should be done for those who had
had a big hand in creating the Island’s community structures in
the years that they had lived there; and that only this developer
could make it happen and the opportunity would be lost forever
if the bylaw was not passed.
It should be noted that a number of speakers strongly against
the proposal identified themselves as seniors who did not think
the development was in the Island’s best interest.
The Bylaw will now get turned down or it will receive 2nd
and 3rd reading by the Local Trust Committee who will be
meeting next on Thursday, July 29 at St Peters Parish Hall. ✐

COFFEE’S ON

COLD BEVERAGES TOO!
Stop by before or after you walk the Mouat Park Trails. New
perennials, waterplants and pond fish now in.

gallery, nursery
&
CAMPGROUND.

305 Rainbow Rd • 250-537-4346
gardenfaire@saltspring.com

VISA, MASTERCARD, AMEX
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PORT BROWNING MARINA, CAFE & PUB
S P R I N G H O U R S:
Café: Weekdays 7am–8pm daily
Early Bird Special $4.95 (7–9am)
Sat & Sun 8am–8pm
Pub: Open from Noon daily
Liquor Store: Open from Noon–9pm daily
Live Music: July 30/31 & Aug 1–Mighty Joe Young

August 6/7–Stretch

629-3493 • www.portbrowning.com • portbrowning@gulfislands.com

Island Markets are in full swing! Salt Spring vendors have created their
own ‘Simply Salt Spring—island made’ label.

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Hiroshima Day - a reminder to take action
Jan Slakov

A quarter of a century; that’s how long Salt
Spring Island has been organizing events to
mark Hiroshima Day, August 6. This day in
remembrance of a great tragedy is a blow to
humans’ self-image as upholders of peace.
That citizens continue to organize
themselves to mark this terrible anniversary
and use it to reflect on how to prevent other acts
of inhumanity is reassuring. Indeed, even
though we live in a time of unprecedented
threats to survival of humanity and life in
general, we also have reason for hope. As
Anatol Rapoport remarked, ‘the coexistence of
the war system and the human race seems no
longer possible.’ Many people all over the world
seem to recognize this and seem to be willing to
dedicate themselves to building trust instead of
fear, to prevent war, and to find nonviolent
ways of resolving conflict.
Salt Spring’s event will take place on
Monday, August 9, the anniversary of the
Nagasaki bombing, at the Peace Park in
Ganges. Beginning at 6pm there will be family
activities: peace poster-making, a game, and
tables featuring local humanitarian initiatives.
At 7pm, there will be a ceremony featuring the
director of Peace Brigades International,
Barbara Wien.
Participants will have the opportunity to
send homemade peace symbols and peace
postcards to any MP in Canada (by donation)
and also to sign a petition urging Canada to
distance itself from the US-led BMD (ballistic
missile defence) program.

Ballistic Missile Defense
The BMD program is so wasteful and
destabilizing that it might more appropriately
be described as a ‘Boondoggle Missile Drain’—
TRUST from page 1
each Trust budget include a comparison of the
resources used in each local trust area with
each area’s property tax contributions to
Islands Trust funding.
Chair David Essig indicated that this extra
information could be used in making budget
decisions, and he expected that it would facilitate
a move towards decisions which balanced
expenditures with revenue for each area.
The cost of processing development
applications, however, would continue to be
covered by fees. The actual procedures vary
from Island to Island. Trust Council called for
‘clarification’ of the planning services covered
by these fees.

It’s Fundamental
The local planning allocation argument is just
one facet of a fundamental question: is the
Trust a federation or just a sort of co-operative
for providing services to each Island’s Local
Trust Committee?
I think that there is no doubt that it is, and
should act as, a federation. This implies that the
Islands have common problems and common
objectives, as shown by the extensive range of
issues in the Islands Trust Policy Statement.

for the proliferation of ‘defence’ contractor
profits and excuses to go to war.
A document produced by the Project for the
New American Century states outright that
BMD is not truly a ‘defensive’ weapon, but is
designed to enable the US government to
continue to use might to impose its will
wherever and whenever those who are
directing US foreign policy see fit.
Here is a quote from that document:
‘Effective ballistic missile defenses will be the
central element in the exercise of American
power and the projection of US military forces
abroad.... Even if such enemies [weak states]
are merely able to threaten American allies
rather than the United States homeland itself,
America’s ability to project power will be deeply
compromised.’
When those in power propose ideas such as
BMD in the name of ‘defence’, we must ask
ourselves how we could truly work to promote
security. All we need do is look at the golden
rule , fundamental to virtually all of the world’s
major belief systems: do unto others as you
would like to have done unto you. If we want
others to behave peacefully towards us, if we
want to be able to trust them, we must be
trustworthy ourselves.
A first step is to be honest with ourselves. In
the case of foreign policy, we need to look at what
is being done in our name.

Depleted Uranium
Did you know, for instance, what the effects are
of the depleted uranium (DU) munitions that
have been used in two wars Canada
participated in (Gulf War 1991 and the Kosovo
war) and also in the current fighting in Iraq?
HIROSHIMA, please turn to page 5

Issues that affect all or several Islands then
naturally take priority over those that just affect
one Island. Just because an issue only arises on a
small Island (for example, private land logging)
does not mean that it is not important enough to
other Islands to justify allocation of planning
resources that would otherwise go to their own
purely local issues. Each Island experiences
planning problems which will sooner or later
concern some or all of the others.
Trust Council meets to identify common
problems and common solutions, and to
represent all the Islands to the public and to
other governments, particularly at the
provincial level.
The Islands Trust is not just a co-operative,
although that is a useful function. But tying
local planning budgets too tightly to each
Island’s tax contribution might make it difficult
for Trust Council to focus resources on
problems that may concern them all. It’s a
short-sighted approach which would, sooner or
later, lead to conflict. Better that the Trust
retain its untrammeled ability to set priorities,
although the additional information proposed
should remind trustees of the need for fairness
in resource allocation. ✐

Serving the Gulf Islands and Greater
Victoria for over 25 Years
Sales / Installations
Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC
Phone: (250) 386-7643
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1-800-447-3247
SEAPLANES

604-273-8900

www.seairseaplanes.com

Leaves Vanc. Airport
NetCall is a new type of phone service that uses your high speed
internet connection as a second phone line and allows you to make
inexpensive long distance calls over the internet. It’s compatible with any Cable, DSL or LANbased broadband Internet service and works just like a regular phone.

7:30am
11:30am
4:30pm

8 Scheduled Flights Daily

des: Port Wash, Lyall, Miners

5:30pm

NetCall - $9.95 / month

NetCall 500 - $24.95 / mo.

des: Ganges, Thetis, Montague

Basic Phone Line VoIP Service, Caller ID, Call
Waiting, Voice Mail, Call Hold, Free Calls to
other NetCall Customers, 3.5¢/minute to
anywhere in North America,
Plus save up to 50% off overseas calls

Basic Phone Line VoIP Service,Caller ID, Call
Waiting, Voice Mail, Call Hold, Free Calls to
other NetCall Customers, 500 North
American minutes, Plus save up to 50% off
overseas calls

Leaves Gulf Islands

Only Available Through Pender Cable & Internet
Call 629-3075 or visit us online at www.pendercable.tv

8:00am
12:00pm
5:00pm

dep: Port Wash, Lyall, Miners

FREQU
EN
FLYE T
DISCO R
UNTS

6:00pm

dep: Ganges, Thetis, Montague

FREE shuttle service to main terminal and bus exchange
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Now Playing on Pender
Dear Editor:
A recent production at the Pender Community Hall, entitled ByLaw 141, A Public Hearing, was well-produced and welldirected theatre. The meeting was also very well attended.
Whether it was farce or tragedy however is not so apparent. The
First Act,—‘The Housing Agreement,’ about ‘Seniors Housing’
was so obviously and transparently farcical as to be truly
hilarious. The ‘amenity’ by which its existence is justified, will
give benefit to a maximum of eighteen people (two per condo),
defined, in this case, as people who have lived somewhere,
anywhere, for no less than 60 years.
The tragedy is that if this production is not ended once and
for all, and a stake driven through its purely venal heart, it will
become a crowbar that can be used to lever open more Ruralzoned land for housing development, until the Island looks like
one big subdivision. (That will be in Act Three.)
Next came Act Two—‘The Public Hearing.’ The majority of
the audience, at least, were not on-side with the developer. (A
number of the submissions can be read at
www.driftwood141.com). Well-informed and passionate
speaker after well-informed and passionate speaker opposed the
proposal. One of those in favour of the development commented
that the opposition was ‘an organized group.’ An alternative
might be that it was simply democracy in action.
It was very obvious that the community, as represented by
the great majority present, neither bought the ‘amenity’ of the
‘Seniors Housing’ as a trade-off for the Rural-zoned land
required to create the highest value ‘view’ lots, nor wanted to see
the creation of a mechanism to make possible the conversion of
further rural land to more high-density housing than already
exists. Although the Trust’s amenity mechanism is fair and wellintentioned, to see it cynically subverted in this manner brings
nothing but opprobrium to those directing and encouraging the
subversion.
This gripping show plays next at the Local Trust Committee
Meeting on Thursday, July 29 when one of a couple of things
can happen. The first, and most likely, is that the Trustees will
grandly announce some massive, if in reality mythic, concession
by the developer and vote the bylaw through. (As someone at the
meeting pointed out, they can do whatever they like.) Or, they
can pleasantly amaze us all and vote the thing down once and for
all—as can the Executive Committee of the Trust Council. If the
trustees do this, I will be the first to praise them from the
rooftops, but I am not holding my breath.
I would not miss the LTC for anything, and nor should you.
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Crabadabadoo! ~ Bob White
know I’ve said it before and I’ll probably say it many times
again, but the intertidal zone of BC is one of the most prolific
in the world. The abundance and variety of life there is truly
astounding, so much so that it can be quite intimidating trying to
become familiar with even a few of the enormous range of
species that can be readily encountered right on the shore. But
there are, thank goodness, a few general categories of shore
creatures which everyone can identify. Starfish, for example.
‘Dad, wha’ dat?’ ‘That’s a starfish, son. Yep, definitely a starfish.’
Good job the little beast wasn’t trying to catch you out with a
nudibranch or a sea slug. ‘Oh, those are kinda … er … blobs. Hey,
look over there! A whale! Oh, too late. It’s gone now.’
Another safe one is crabs.
Crabs (the small ones, at least) are easy
to find and identify. They are present in
great numbers on just about any rocky or
gravelly shore in the intertidal zone or in
tide pools. These shore crabs can be great
fun to play with. Carefully lift a rock and
there they are, scuttling sideways to another
refuge which they find with great rapidity.
Sometimes there will be a solid layer of them; a
seething mass of legs and claws all rustling and clicking
together. You can tell when kids have found one of these masses
by their excited squeals of delight. Try blocking the crabs’ escape.
Even the tiniest ones will rear up pugnaciously on their legs,
nippers spread aggressively, ready to take you on. And nip you
they will, but not enough to really hurt. The two most common
species of these small shore crabs are the Purple Shore Crab and
the Green Shore Crab—nothing simpler than that now, is there.
The Purple Shore Crab (Hemigraspus nudus) is the slightly
larger of the two—up to 5cm. (2in.) across. The larger ones are
red to purple in colour with small, distinct purple spots on the
front legs and claws. It is almost square, or rectangular, in shape
with its eyes set on short stalks at the front corners of its carapace
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(that’s what a crab’s back, or ‘shell’ is properly called). Smaller
ones come in a great range of colours, frequently with white
patterns. This is the species most likely to be found under
boulders and rocks. The Green Shore Crab (Hemigraspus
oregonensis) is smaller, measuring up to 4cm. (1-1/2in.), and is
likely to be found on the more gravelly beaches. It is quite similar
in shape to the Purple Shore Crab but its colour ranges from
yellow-green through olive, with a fringe of hairs on the legs of
the larger specimens.
Shore crabs are scavengers, eating tiny pieces of organic
debris. They are in turn preyed on by a variety of
shore birds and fish and are an important
part of the diet of several species. For this
reason, some care should be taken when
turning over rocks in search of them
and these rocks should be replaced in
their original position. The complex
communities of organisms under beach
rocks are quite vulnerable but they are
the key to a whole pyramid of life.
There are two other crabs which
should be of particular interest to the
seashore dabbler: the Red Rock Crab (Cancer
productus) and the Dungeness or Edible Crab (Cancer magister).
The Red Rock Crab is often seen around docks and wharves, or in
rocky shallows. It is one of the larger species, sometimes over
15cm. (6in.) across, and reddish brown in colour. The claws are
proportionately quite big; they are also quite powerful. Get careless
handling a rock crab and it will soon have you howling like a
heathen. Rock crabs are both edible and tasty. Many (including
myself) prefer them to the Dungeness. They are, however, rarely
caught for the commercial market—try to crack them open and
you will see why. Breaking open the large claws can be a tough job,
often requiring a large pair of pliers.
CRABS, please turn to page 6

Readers’ Letters
Come along, it’s pantomime at its best. Hiss the Villains, cheer
the Heroes, save the Princess Pender! It’s fun, and it’s free, and
it may be your best chance ever to see your community’s wishes
blithely ignored by your community’s trustees.
John Carlton, Pender Island

Helping Free The World
Dear Editor:
I’ve not beengenerally political since I came to Canada, but this
year’s US elections seems like a turning point to me (as well as
John Kerry). Suddenly, I am overwhelmed by the need to vote.
(I feel it’s my human duty to do what I can to rid the world of
that evil man and his cronies now in the White House).
Apparently, there are around 200,000 ‘Americans’ residing in
Canada who can vote this year. Enough, they say, to sway the
outcome (2000+ live on Salt Spring!).
Even if you have become a Canadian you can still vote in the
American election (I’m not sure if this is true if you actually
renounced your American citizenship when you became a
Canadian)—the current law in the US says that you can both be
a Canadian and not lose your American citizenship.
If you are interested in exercising your right to vote, you must
be registered 15 days before the election. You’ll need to have your
last US address, your Social Security Number and your passport
number or other identification. Here’s three contacts for you if
you feel the urge: Democrats Abroad has a branch in Victoria—
you don’t have to register as a democrat to have their help. You
can phone 1-800-438-8683 to get information about registering
to vote; or go to www.fvap.gov/ to register online. Thank you.
Maggie Warbey, Salt Spring Island

Rock & A Hard Place
The following letter to Minister Christiensen was also sent to
‘Island Tides’ for publication.
Dear Minister Christiensen:
At a public School Board meeting on April 14 the following
motion was passed:
‘That the Board attach a letter to our budget that clearly
identifies the consultation process, the cuts we are forced to
make due to declining enrollment and the changes to the
funding formula that have negatively impacted our district, and
the implications to our school community.’
That motion, along with eight other motions passed that day,
were the culmination of a year-long process that was undertaken
to look at how we could maintain the excellent programs and
services we have in the Gulf Islands when faced with a declining
enrollment, reduced funding, and other community issues.
In order to balance our budget for the next two years, work
with our communities around sustaining young families, and
maintain the quality of services that we provide, we have at the
end of this year-long process:
1. Set up a task force to explore affordable housing;
2. Set up a task force around the use of technology for
distance education;

Waterfront Services Corp.
Barging Service for All Gulf Islands
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3. Withdrawn bus routes;
4. Reduced administration;
5. Reduced teaching and support staff
6. Changed the local school calendar by closing our school for
29 days, which will result in a four-day school week.
As we look ahead to the 2004/2005 and 2005/2006 school
years, we are faced with a funding shortfall of $1.1 million.
$350,000 of this amount is attributable to our enrollment
decline. However, $500,000 of the projected deficit is
attributable to current revisions to the Funding Allocation
System. Adding to the shortfall is the additional burden of
inflationary increases to supplies and benefits estimated at
$250,000.
It is significant to note that this $500,000 loss in funding is
in addition to the $330,000 loss in funding that the district was
required to absorb when this ‘new’ Funding Allocation System
was introduced in 2002/2003.
Combining these two amounts and basing them as a
percentage of our annual budget, our district will be required to
address one of the highest reductions in funding in the province.
Again, this reduction is solely attributable to the implementation
and revisions to the current ‘Funding Allocation System.’
Additionally, the district did not receive funding to cover the
cost of teacher salary increases over the past two years, resulting
in a further funding shortfall in excess of $600,000.
The changes to the funding allocation system and the
implementation of unfunded salary increases have and continue
to result in disproportionate cuts to small districts such as ours.
Our challenges around declining enrollment and changes in the
demographics of our community will continue and we will work
with our communities around these issues. Fully funded
contract settlements and cost increases are a provincial
responsibility. We urge you to seek increased resources which
will fully fund the actual cost of education in British Columbia.
May McKenzie, Chairperson SD#64 Gulf Islands

How They Voted
Dear Editor:
Having spent the entire eighty-second year of my life
campaigning on Pender Island, in an endeavour to stimulate the
interest of voters in the federal election, just past, it is interesting
to review the results, as revealed by the final vote count.
27% of voters voted for a candidate who made no public
appearance during the thirty-six day campaign, and even
excused himself from attending the All Candidates Meeting, four
days before Election Day. Obviously, for those voters, the less
they see of their MP the better they like it.
Nearly 20% of voters opted for a political party that, in at least
two provincial governments, has been thrown out by the
electorate, lock, stock, and barrel, at the first opportunity.
Finally, for the 42.5% of citizens on the Voting Register who
did not bother to vote at all, it is to thee with failing hands I pass
the torch. May you always get the governments that you deserve.
Peter Kearvell, Pender Island ✐

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)
Invites applications for the continuing position (1.0 FTE) of
Information Communication Technology 11/12, Media
Technology 11/12, Yearbook 11/12 (Digital Media) and
Secondary English teacher at Gulf Islands Secondary
School commencing September 1, 2004. This is a job
posting for internal members only.
Please refer to School District #64 website at
www.sd64.bc.ca/postings/postings.html for further
information on qualifications, the application process and
deadline.
GITA Internal Posting #09
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Now until Saturday, October 9
Ticket Sales for Pender Island Lions Fundraising Car
Raffle— prize is a fully restored 1972 Volkswagen Squareback
Station Wagon with a market value of $3000; proceeds to eligible
organizations on Pender; DRAW: Saturday, October 9, Hope Bay
Bible Camp (site of proposed Lions Den Family Recreation
Centre), 1pm • Tickets: $2/each or 3 /$5 (5000 tickets available)•
Info: Guy Labine, 250-629-3287 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturdays until October 9
Mayne Island Farmers Market—fresh from the garden
organic produce and plants; organic eggs, chicken, beef; goats’
milk and cheese; tuna and salmon, flowers, yarn, bread, candy,
baking, art, crafts, cards; musicians, food and more—join us for
lunch from the BBQ • On the grounds of the Agricultural Hall in
Miners Bay • 10am–1pm • Agricultural vendors from other islands
welcome, phone Joanie to book a table: 250-539-9925 • ON
MAYNE ISLAND

Saturdays until Sept 4
Galiano Saturday Market—come rain or shine—eat great food,
listen to music and support the local economy; a little bit of
everything: arts and crafts, market gardeners, healing arts and
fleamarket • Lions Park, Burrill Road • 11am–3pm • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

Thurs to Mon, July 29 to August 2
Sheila Jordan is Shirley Valentine—
Come and drink a glass of wine with Shirley
in a country where the grape is grown;
wooden
bench
seating
(cushions
recommended!), dress for the weather •
Morning Bay Farm (vineyard), 6621
Harbour Hills Drive • 7:30pm • Tickets: $15
at Talisman and That Little Coffee Place •
ON PENDER ISLANDS

Fri, July 30 to Sun, Aug 9
Two Janices & A Dorrie—
mosaic, drawing, painting, film,
collage and fabric come together
in a visually evocative celebration
of the senses; Janice Oakley,
Janice Prevedoros and Dorrie
Ratzlaff present their works •
Galiano Art Gallery, 134
Madrona Drive • OPENING:
Saturday, July 31, 4pm–7pm;
SHOW: Friday, July 30 to Sunday, August 8, 11pm–4pm • Info:
250-539-3539 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Sat & Sun, July 31 & August 1
Saturna Artists’ 4th Annual Studio Tour and Sale— a
wonderful opportunity to meet and talk with island artists
informally in their studios—work available for sale directly from
the artists and you're sure to find something you'll love, event
sponsored by Saturna Arts and Concert Society • Maps available
at both stores and Island galleries, (look for the blue balloons) •
11am–4pm • Info: Anne Popperwell 250-539-2779,
www.saturnatourism.com • ON SATURNA ISLAND

Sat & Sun, July 31 & August 1
Pender Islands Art Society Annual Art Show—over 30
artists presenting new works • Anglican Parish Hall, 4703 Canal
Road • Saturday 10am–5pm, Sunday 1–4pm • Info: Megan Fisher
250-629–6461 • ON PENDER ISLANDS

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.10

Sat, Sun & Mon, July 31,
Aug 1 & 2
‘Three Artists’ 6th Annual Exhibition
of Paintings by Brian Mitchell, Keith
Holmes, Larry Foden • Exquisite waterfront
home setting, 667 Linklater Road •
Noon–4pm daily • Info: Louise Decario 250539-5760 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Sat, Sun & Mon, July 31, Aug 1 & 2
BC Day Weekend Family Fun Swims - enjoy Saanich
Commonwealth Place's wavepool, waterslide, pirate ship, toddler
pool, family changerooms, steam, sauna, swirlpool, and length
swimming • Schedule: Sat, Sun & Mon—10am–noon & 1–5pm; fun
leader's games—1–4pm • 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay at
Royal Oak exit) • Info: 24-hour swim line 250-727-7108 • IN
VICTORIA

Sat, July 31 to Thurs, Aug 5
Summer Pops Youth Orchestra 19th Tour—bring lawn chair or
blanket enjoy a variety of show tunes, light classics and spirited
marches • QUALICUM BEACH: Sat, Old
School House Arts Centre, 2–3:30pm;
PARKSVILLE: Sun,
Rathtrevor
Amphitheatre, 7–8:30pm;
THETIS
ISLAND: Mon,
Thetis Island Days,
3–4:30pm; TOFINO: Tues, Main Street
Gazebo, 7–8:30pm; LADYSMITH: Wed,
Ladysmith Centennial, 7pm–8:30pm •
Info: www.spyo.ca • ON THETIS ISLAND, IN PARKSVILLE,
QUALICUM BEACH, LADYSMITH & TOFINO

Fri, Sat & Sun, August 6, 7 & 8
Rammed Earth Introductory Course—fun, hands-on,
information-packed weekend with rammed earth builder Meror
Krayenhoff • 7pm Friday to 1pm Sunday • Cost: $280, online
registration available • Info: Terra Firma Builders 250-537-9355,
office@sirewall.com or www.sirewall.com • ON SALT SPRING
ISLAND

Fri, August 6 till Sat, Aug 14
Hornby Festival Nineteenth Season—line-up includes:
George Bowering Canada’s Poet Laureate;Dreamwalker
Productions;
No Parental
Guidance - Mom’s the Word;
Captain Rowdy Roddy’s Pirate
Adventure; Borealis String
Quartet; BaraRumba Cuban
Song & Dance Troupe & much
more •
Locations: Hornby
Community Hall, school, & under the stars at a seaside farm •
Tickets: General $18, Seniors & Students $14, Children $6
(matinées $10-$14, $8-$10 & $4), Box Office 250-335-2734 (cards
accepted) • Info: www.hornbyfestival.bc.ca • ON HORNBY
ISLAND

Sunday, August 8
Art-a-Fair—outdoor, interactive venue for
performing and visual fine arts—art show &
sale, visual artists, live-stage entertainment,
children’s art activities, wine & cider garden,
food court; presented by South Cowichan
Chamber of Commerce • Follow the sky
balloons in Mill Bay • Admission by donation
•10am–7pm • Info: 250-743-3566 or art-afair-cowichan@shaw.ca • IN MILL BAY, VANCOUVER ISLAND

Tues, Aug 10 & Thurs, Aug 26
Where have all the flowers
gone?—more than 95% of the Garry
oak ecosystem has been lost; the Gulf
Islands National Park Reserve protects
the most pristine examples but Garry
oak ecosystems continue to decline—
find out why with PhD candidate
Emily Gonzales • SATURNA: Tues,
Community Hall, 7:30pm; MAYNE: Thurs, Agricultural Hall,
7:30pm • By Donation • Info: emilyg@interchange.ubc.ca, or
250–701-7445 • ON SATURNA & MAYNE ISLANDS

Saturday, August 14
Galiano Wine Festival 2004—taste wines from around the
world, plus a special focus this
year on local wines and cheeses;
raffle for fine wines, silent
auction; plan your trip now—the
ferries are loaded on Wine
Festival day • Lions Park, Burrill
Road • 1–4pm • Tickets, $30, Ken
Smith at 250-539-3506 or
islandtime@gulfislands.com
•
Info: www.galianoisland.com • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, August 14 & 15
Coombs Fair—4-H & open
displays: animal, arts &
crafts, domestic science and
horticulture and more;
check out the blacksmithing,
spinning & weaving, beekeeping & master gardening demos; don't
miss the Mt. Arrowsmith Vaulting Club displays of gymnastics on
a moving Percheron horse!; live music, games, food, and fun for
the whole family • Coombs Fairgrounds, Ford Road, behind the
Coombs General Store • SAT: August 14, 8am–6pm, SUN: August
15, 8am–5pm • Tickets at the gate • Info: Janet Boley, 250-7529757 • IN COOMBS, VANCOUVER ISLAND

Fri to Sun, August 20 to 22
A Conference on the Islands of
British Columbia—visit Denman
Island
and
take
part
in
an
interdisciplinary exploration of life on
BC’s islands; hear from historian
Richard Mackie; naturalist Briony Penn;
political scientist Kal Holsti; as well as 13
other accomplished academics, writers &
islanders • Early registration fee (ends
Aug 7): entire event$45 or $20 for 1/2
day • Registration/Info: www.denmanisland.com/conference/ or
Graham Brazier at 250-335-1262 or otis@island.net• ON
DENMAN ISLAND
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‘What’s On?’

Sunday, August 22
‘Arts on the Avenue’ 6th Annual Street Arts Festival—
juried arts and fine crafts one-day show and sale of more than 35
artists; live entertainment all day, artist demos; enjoy Ladysmith's
Centennial celebrations too • First Avenue at Roberts Street, short
drive from Crofton • 10am-4pm • Info: 250-245-0668 or
www.ladysmithcofc.com/artscouncil
•
IN LADYSMITH,
VANCOUVER ISLAND

Advertise Your Event in ‘What’s On?’
Only $26.75 or $32.10 with a picture

Where is Canada in All This?

HIROSHIMA from page 3
Award-winning US journalist Bob Koehler describes it this
way: ‘We’re waging War-Plus in Afghanistan and Iraq—in effect,
nuclear war, with our widespread use of depleted uranium—
tipped shells and missiles. This is no secret. DU, with its
extraordinary penetrating power and explode-on-impact
capability, helps assure our military dominance everywhere we go.
‘But people like Jooma Khan and his grandson reap its toxic
legacy. So, of course, do our own troops. What happened to
Jooma Khan?
‘It’s time to listen to people like Jooma Khan, a grandfather
who lives in a village in Laghman Province, in northeastern
Afghanistan. ‘When I saw my deformed grandson,’ he told an
interviewer in March of 2003, ‘I realized that my hopes of the
future have vanished for good. (This is) different from the
hopelessness of the Russian barbarism, even though at that time
I lost my older son Shafiqullah. This time, however, I know we
are part of the invisible genocide brought on us by America, a
silent death from which I know we will not escape.’’
Koehler concludes, ‘Surely even those who still await
‘conclusive proof’ that DU is the cause, or a factor, in the mystery
illnesses and birth defects emanating from the war zones, can
see the logic in halting its use now.’

As far as I know, the only leader of a political party to specifically
address the issue of DU, and the importance of Canada
distancing itself from US foreign policy that violates
international humanitarian norms in this and other ways, is
Connie Fogal, leader of the Canadian Action Party.
Canada’s military did use DU (and tonnes of it are now ‘lost’
in our environment, mainly off our eastern and western coasts)
but the military quietly decided to stop using it some years ago.
When Canada made this decision, it was done in a way that
would not confer any admission of error in having used DU in
the past, or any criticism of its continued use.
Canada should be working with other countries of the world
to bring an end to the current use of DU weapons and to stop
the proliferation of any form of nuclear weaponry.
We can be grateful to live in a country where many
democratic principles are still respected. But our gratitude is
only meaningful insofar as we make good use of those freedoms.
Hiroshima Day offers us an opportunity to use them to help
bring an end to the war system and especially to the use of
nuclear weapons of any sort.
For more information, about Hiroshima Day please contact
Jan Slakov 250-537-5251 or Marg Simons 250-653-4283. ✐
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Voluntary Subscriptions

Did something in this
edition of Island Tides:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?
If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our 70 free
boxes across the Gulf of Georgia, Victoria or
Nanaimo, you can show your support and
appreciation by sending a voluntary subscription of

SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.
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2004
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• quality products and options • Performax® home package lock-up

Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0

Thank You!
heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you
who have sent in subscriptions. And keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste
them all in our scrapbooks!
A

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1
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PENDER ISLAND
SATURNA ISLAND
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GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Davnor BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters

Irish Road Trip: You Can’t Miss It ~ Patrick Brown
e drove about 2,000 miles in Northern Ireland and
Ireland or Eire (commonly referred to as ‘the
Republic’). There is no discernable border between the
two now, since the UK and Eire are both members of the
European Common Market. The only sign of a border is
sometimes a small cluster of buildings advertising that they will
change your money from sterling (used in the north) to Euros
(used in the Republic). The number of the highway you are on
will change from A-something to N-something else. Oh yes, and
the price of gasoline: about one pound ($2.40 Canadian) per
litre in the north, and one euro ($1.66 Canadian) in the Republic.
If you live close to the border, you can guess where you will buy
your gas.
Compared to driving in the southern UK, driving in Ireland is
relaxed and civilized. My first couple of days in the UK (on the
‘wrong side’ of the road) left me a nervous wreck, leaving in my
wake a couple of surprised bus drivers. My first British day, sixty
miles, with the accompanying sixty traffic roundabouts, was
about the limit. After a while, you feel less embarrassed about
going round a roundabout several times in order to figure out
where to get off.
Motorways in the UK now have speed limits, which means
that the three lanes in each direction now proceed at 70, 80, and
90 miles an hour, with the fast lane reserved for aggressive types
in BMWs. In Ireland, the limit on the few motorways is 70 mph,
and the rest of the country proceeds at 50 or 60.
In Ireland, ‘50 or 60 what?’ is the first question. Speed limits
are in miles per hour, unless you are in a national park in the
Republic, where they are in kilometres per hour. But directional
signs may be in miles or kilometres, depending on whether you
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are in the north or the south, and how old the signs are.

Following the Signs
Ireland has roundabouts too, though it does not display the
obsession of making every intersection into a roundabout which
seems to have gripped the UK. It also has every other possible
type of intersection, and the directional signs indicating where
the roads go may be just before the intersection, after the
intersection, quite a ways before the intersection, may be
completely obscured, or may not exist at all. Or there may be a
plethora of signs, but it may not be clear what intersection they
refer to.
For example, each village (an Irish village may be defined as
a long narrow street of pubs with cars parked illegally on the
sidewalk on both sides of the road) will undoubtedly have signs
indicating how to get to the next village. As you enter the village,
the sign, pointing down the main street, will indicate, for
example, ‘Ballybedamned 10’. If this is a cast iron sign, this
means kilometres. If it’s a very old cast iron sign, it’s in miles. If
it’s a green sign with white letters, it’s in kilometres. If it’s a
milestone, it’s in Irish miles, an indeterminate distance that pays
homage to the Irish custom of stretching things just a little
further than you can really believe.
Halfway down the village street (just after you have passed a
loaded dump truck with half an inch to spare on either side),
there will be another sign to ‘Ballybedamned 4’. This may be in
miles, kilometres, or just a rounding error. At the end of the
village, there will be a sign ‘Ballybedamned 7’ pointing down a
street that is clearly narrower than your car. Taking averages, it’s
probably the most accurate sign, but do not attempt to go down
that street. The sign actually
belongs to the next intersection,
and it’s just giving you warning.
Look out for enormous farm
tractors towing trailers, usually
of fragrant materials. At about
lunch time, they come through
the village at high speed, and
claim right of way through a
combination of bravado and
wobbly wheels. I think it’s some
sort of sport.

Getting Directions
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ROAD SIGNS IN NEW ROSS, THE REPUBLIC OF IRELAND
CRABS from page 4
The Dungeness Crab is the common commercial species. It
is bigger than the rock crab, measuring up to 20 cm. (8in.)
across but with somewhat lighter claws. Its habitat is on sandy
bottoms in deep water, or on supermarket fish counters. Unless
you are a diver you are unlikely to see one in its natural habitat.
Its natural colour is reddish-brown or purple-brown. It is only
after cooking that they turn a bright red. These crabs (both Red
Rock and Dungeness) have a broad
diet, scavenging dead (but not
rotten) creatures, and virtually any
live animals they can catch—
including each other. Even clams
are consumed, the crab chipping
away at the edges of their shells
until the meat is exposed.
Both the Red Rock and
Dungeness crabs are subject to
fisheries restrictions regarding size
and number and they require a
fishing permit. There are also
restricted areas where they may
not be taken because of pollution,
such as heavy metals and dioxins.
These are no joke. Crabs feed fairly
high up the food chain so tend to
concentrate these toxins. On the
other hand, crabs are not affected
by red tide toxin. There is a
common misconception that they are, because people often
consider them shellfish. The affected shellfish are all filter
feeding molluscs which filter out the red tide organism. Crabs
are neither filter feeders nor are they shellfish—they are
crustaceans. Their hard outer ‘shell’ is actually an exo-skeleton;
they wear their skeleton on the outside. Considering their
friends and neighbours, not such a bad idea.
A problem arises however when a crab wishes to grow. What
it does is: first expel as much water from its tissues as possible

Of course, you can always get
directions. These invariably take
the form of ‘first left, then bear
left, then third on the right, then
turn left at the bottom of the hill
and we’re the first house on the
right. You can’t miss it.’ You will
note that no street names are
mentioned in this sample. This is
because, while each street may
IRISH TRIP, please turn to page 8

so that it shrinks. Then it grows a soft new shell, or skin. Then it
splits open the back edge of its carapace, backs out, and
reinflates with as much water as possible thus stretching its soft
new shell to its desired new proportions. Finally, it hardens and
thickens its new shell. This explains why some crabs seem to
have quite thin shells and rather watery meat inside, while
others have thicker shells and are firmly packed with meat—it
depends on whether they are just
after a moult, or just before one.
It also explains where all those
empty crab shells come from,
washed up on the beach. The
whole moulting process takes
place over a few days and it must
seem like an eternity for the crab,
for during this time it is
completely defenseless and
vulnerable. Its own kids would
gladly have it for lunch (and you
complain about your relatives)
so during this period it has to
remain hidden—well hidden!
Quite often a crab will be
found with one or more of its
claws or legs missing. Letting go
of a limb is a defensive tactic. The
crab leaves its attacker with
something to occupy it while it
scuttles off and sets about growing a new one. Limb and organ
regeneration occurs in several marine creatures besides crabs,
starfish and sea cucumbers for example, and has prompted study
into the process to see if it might one day be induced in humans.
‘Look Ma. Suzie chopped my finger off!’ ‘That’s all right dear. Go
dip it in the crab gro-juice and you’ll soon have a nice new one to
poke your sister in the eye with.’ Crabs: easy to find, fun to play
with, interesting to watch, tasty to eat, and fascinating to
speculate about. ✐

250-629-8386

THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE
• excellent
references
• fully insured

CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

1.888.546.9663
www.shorelinedesign.ca
peterc@shorelinedesign.ca

1-866-655-0091
250-655-0091
250-812-4229
SKC@sylva.com

m.a.i.b.c.

www.edinet.ca

www.linwoodhomes.com

9732 First Street, Sidney

NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE

Sales • Rentals • Lessons • Tours

– Over 100 full colour designs –

dennis moore

d.h.moore / architect
250-472-1858
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"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Galiano Island: Spectacular oceanviews,
54.36 acres, custom home, guest cottage,
pond, walk to marine park. $995,000

Galiano Island: 60 acres of superb lowbank
oceanfront, incredible beach, spectacular
views, lovely forest with trails. Unique &
without peer! $3,500,000

Pender Island: Pretty oceanviews,
charming home, wood floors, 4 bed, 2 bath,
large den, sauna, 2 levels of decking,
carport, pool, greenhouse, B&B option.
$549,000

Galiano Island: Beautiful oceanfront 10+
acres estate property, custom designed &
built as new home, beautiful views, all day
sun, private & quiet. S/SW/W exposures,
option to build two sep. guest cottages.
$1,420,000

Wise Island: Sunny building lot, S/SW/W
exposures, access to co- operative water
system, located close to Galiano’s
Montague Harbour. $299,500

De Courcy Island: 152 ft of oceanfront, all
season cottage, large deck with hot tub, 2
woodstoves, 4000w generator, deep well,
lovely oceanviews. $269,000

Denman Island: About 900 ft of lowbank
oceanfront, terrific beach, 103+ acres, 10 acre
lake, New York loft style home. Unique! See
Li!

Galiano Island: Oceanview from rear of
property, 9.95 acres, orchard, good
investment property. $207,800

Second Sisters Island: Own your own
whole 3+ acre island in Ganges Harbour,
dock in place, lovely oceanviews , design
for home & guest studio included. Rare!
$1,200,000

Salt Spring Island: cottage style home,
beamed ceilings, wood plank floors, sep.
guest cottage, some sea views over Long
Harbour. $415,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, Mt Baker
views, Linwood style home, all appliances
included, adjacent to forest & trails, sunny
& private. Just move in! $498,500

Valdes Island: Oceanfront, 2.69 leasehold
acres, commanding views of Georgia
Strait. $64,900

Salt Spring Island: Lakefront with SW/W
exposures, dock, 3 bed home with guest
suite potential, workshop space, orchard,
very pretty property. $655,000

De Courcy Island: 149 ft of oceanfront, 2
bath Panabode home, all seasons use,
4000w generator, drilled well, lovely
oceanviews. $279,000

Salt Spring Island: oceanfront building lot
with crushed shell cove, driveway roughed
in, easy path to beach, Scott Point area,
lovely oceanviews. $830,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, sunny 9
acres, about ten minutes to Ganges, very
private, exceptional choice for the
homebuilder. $599,000

Salt Spring Island: 4.97 acres, 3 or 4 bed
rancher style home, large workshop,
greenhouse, zoned for sep. cottage & sep.
studio. Sunny pastoral delight! $530,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront, beautiful
harbour view, 2+ acres, 2 bed, 1.5 bath,
wood fireplace, wood floors, comm. water.
A mini estate! $895,000

Salt Spring Island: 12+ acres of beautiful
forest, sunny home with appealing
features, terrific barn / studio, next to park
& trails, B&B option. $899,000

Salt Spring Island: A sunny oceanfront
point, part of Musgrave Landing,
exceptional panoramic oceanviews, many
unique & beautiful finishes, shared access
to year round docks, and tennis. $750,000
Galiano Island: 10 acres, West Coast
forest, oceanview potential, close to
marine park. $193,000
Salt Spring Island: Lakefront, dock, 0.88
acre building lot. Rare! $349,000
Mayne Island: 0.29 acres lot, motivated
seller, excellent investment! $99,800

Salt Spring Island: 2 beds, 2 baths,
woodstove, lovely & sunny deck, potential
workshop or home office, daisy meadow,
excellent island getaway. $410,000

Li Read
Re/Max Realty of Salt Spring

Vancouver Island: Maple Bay low bank
oceanfront, private point with 2 bays,
beach, year round dock, Arts & Crafts
restored home & guest cottage, workshop.
A boater’s dream! $1,350,000

Vancouver Island: Almost 20 acre farm in
Yellowpoint, terrific barn, riding ring,
fenced pasture, superb home, pastoral
views with ocean glimpses. Ready for
horses! $1,250,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, 5+ acres,
drilled well, driveway roughed in, zoned
for home, guest cottage, & studio.
$399,000
Salt Spring Island: Oceanview lot, 2.21
acres, panoramic views, paved road
access, underground power, comm.
water. A quality investment. $339,000

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131
Fax: 250-537-4287
Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"
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CALL WAYNE UNDERHILL TO ORDER YOUR
2005 MERCEDES BENZ ‘SMART’TM CAR
82 MILES/GALLON 3.5 LITRES/100 KILOMETRES
COUPE OR CABRIOLET • DIESEL • AUTOMATIC ABS

1-888-215-1175
wunderhill@threepointmotors.com

THREE POINT MOTORS
VICTORIA

Going Somewhere?
whittome’s travel

Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
ummy! Blackberries are coming! The ‘point’ berry—you
know the one in the middle of the cluster, closest to you—
is ripe on all the berry bushes growing in the sun, the rest
are coming soon. Walking to places takes longer now, who can
resist such tasty goodness on the way? A berry patch is a lively
place—wasps, kids, deer, raccoons, and your neighbors all share
in the bounty. This being summer, and a hot one, blackberries
and ice cream, smoothies made with a frozen banana and a
handful of berries thrown in, or a cool drink with ice and a crush
of berries are really welcome treats.
Syrups, and jam, and canned blackberries are delightful to
open up in winter, bringing back memories of summer
(although in this heatwave I'm much too hot to do that today!)
My garden, flowers, and vegetables are running a short circuit
this year. I’ve got asters almost blooming and the figs are ripe—
normally I expect them in late August. These long hot sunny
days are moving ripening and blooming right along.
The deer are out in full force. I never realized how high the
deer could reach to eat a lily or get into hanging baskets.
Someday I expect to see one swinging in the wind entangled in
one of Saturna General Store’s hanging baskets. Along Narvaez
Bay Road we have a mom with twins and a mom with triplets

Y

that regularly bounce back and forth across the road in front of
bicycles and cars. Hmm, that bodes ill for gardeners next year!
This is the height of summer, no one is thinking of back-toschool sales yet. The visitors go to the beach, bicycle, take long
walks, eat, and relax. The Islanders run around—bringing in
supplies, cooking, changing beds, keeping gardens looking good,
swinging hammers, and also sneaking off for some delightful
summer down-time!

Art Tour
July 31 and August 1 will be the Saturna Island Artists Annual
Studio Tour and Sale, (see ‘What’s On?’, page 5). Our local artists
have placed brochures and maps, indicating their residences and
studios, at both stores and on the bulletin boards. Blue balloons
along the roads indicate an artist who is part of the tour.
Residents and visitors love this chance to see where the pictures,
paintings, pots, and sculptures come alive; talk to the artists; and
often take a turn at creating. This is a wonderful experience for
children.

House Building
Lots of people are building homes on Saturna. All of the building
SATURNA, please turn to page 10

60 Station Street, Duncan
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1-800-434-0566
travel.whittome@shawcable.com

Serving the Southern Gulf Islands

Pipefish specializes in new construction renovations
and commercial work
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Canadian products and materials are used as much as possible
Environmentally sensitive
Community conscious
Free estimates
Conscientious and proficient service
Guaranteed workmanship
References available upon request

Kire Gillett
To arrange a free estimate:
Licensed Gas Fitter
Call    
Journeyman Plumber
Email pipefish@saltspringcom
Bonded & Insured

Serving Pender Mayne Galiano & Salt Spring Islands

Deanna’s Woodworks
 Wood Dale Drive Mayne Island

Handcrafted Shaker and
CanadianaStyle Blanket
and Toy Boxes featuring:

have a name, it is known only to the people who live there. No
street signs betray the secret.
Secondly, if you follow directions of this type and make a
mistake (possible) or are led astray by some ambiguity (likely)
you can be miles out of your way without ever knowing it. We
spent over two hours within a mile of our Dun Laoghaire
(pronounced, to add to the confusion, ‘Dun Leery’) destination
without being able to find it, driving through one six-way
roundabout five times before finally being successful.
Thirdly, note the use of the reassuring phrase, ‘You can’t miss
it.’ This is added to any set of directions in Ireland, just to absolve
the giver of the directions of any responsibility for the
subsequent confusion, frustration, starvation, and even anger of
the receiver of the directions.
The western parts of the Republic have their directional signs
in Gaelic only, which may further confuse the befuddled
traveller. But in many cases, the pronunciation of the Gaelic is
not terribly different from the English, though a little Irish
whiskey may help.
Signs may also be locally modified. The older road signs,
which are made of painted cast iron clamped to a vertical pole,
may not, it seems, be pointing in their intended direction. In a
small village built around a triangular village green, we followed
the signs carefully and ended up in a schoolyard. A second
attempt sent us out of the village on a lane which was barely wide
enough for sheep. Returning to the village, we recalculated our
route with the new and novel assumption that the road signs had
been rotated 180 degrees from their original position. This time
we managed to escape the village in the correct direction. We
later heard from other tourists who had had the same experience
in the same village.
We often saw road signs which had been obliterated or
changed. On the other hand, we did see a crew who was
completely employed repainting a set of signs by hand!

Organic Routes

• Dovetail Construction in Solid Pine
• Aromatic CedarLined Blanket
Box Bottom
• Available in Authentic Milk Paint
as well as other EarthFriendly Finishes in a variety of colours

Check out my other fine woodcrafts online
Worldwide shipping available

wwwdeannaswoodworkscom
   /  


But the Irish road system is, to describe it politely, organic. It
goes from place to place, the only rule being that no straight
stretch can be more than one hundred feet long. In the Republic,
most of the main roads start in Dublin and go somewhere else.
And some of the places they go to aren’t there anymore.
Main roads, whatever their width, are distinguished by a
white line down the middle. This sometimes represents the best
of wishful thinking, such as on the famously scenic Ring of
Kerry, which is inhabited by gigantic tour buses from every
country in Europe. They are required to travel the road in a

counter-clockwise direction, and if you do not go with the flow,
so to speak, you will have the frightening experience of meeting
one on every blind corner. The Ring of Kerry has countless blind
corners, all with marvelous coastal views which you would like
to gawk at if you weren’t busy avoiding the buses. Auto racing
and opera lovers will recognize the Ring of Kerry as a sort of a
combination of the Nürburgring and the Ring of the Niebelung.

Roads Under Construction
Not that they are ignoring the problem. The Republic has
benefited immensely from public works funding from the
European Union, and much of this has gone into roadbuilding.
There is a magnificent new motorway most of the way from
Belfast to Dublin, and most of a ring road around Dublin, ending
in a vast sea of new construction in Dun Laoghaire. Around Cork
there are new motorways, tunnels, and bridges.
Unfortunately, the department that makes road signs is
apparently over a year behind the department that builds roads,
so the intersections and roundabouts on newly constructed
routes often don’t have any signs at all. Since your road atlas,
which you have been following with great concentration, does
not depict the brand new road you are on, you are instantly and
irretrievably lost. (Also, anyone you try to explain your location
to won’t know where you are.)
To complete the puzzle, the road atlas frequently has a
different set of place names than you will find on the ground.

Country Lanes
And then there are country roads. With these, you can tell it’s not
a main road if it has grass down the middle. Over many years,
nearly all roads in Ireland have been at some point been paved,
patched, and patched again, which is to say that they are not
exactly smooth. They are, mostly, about one car wide, maybe a
little less.
Around every blind corner is a local in a battered Land Rover,
travelling at some speed. They have very quick reactions and
Land Rovers can leap over hedges when required (we saw it
done). In order to avoid close encounters, we drove with the
passengers’ sideview mirror firmly in the gorse at the side of the
road, (or blackberry bushes, as the case may be). The passenger
is advised to keep his/her arm inside the car.

Scenic Routes
Most of the roads we travelled on were scenic routes, and we
visited all four corners of the Emerald Isle. Most of it is, indeed,
emerald, and the scenery is easy to see because they took most
of the trees down a couple of centuries ago. Because of the
narrow roads and low speed limits, driving is enjoyable,
providing you have a small car. Irish drivers are polite and
disciplined. There are many sheep. In a month of driving, we
only had to back up (about 200 yards) once. It was great! ✐

NOTICE: CAPITAL OFFICE MOVING
On July 26, 2004 the Capital Assessment Office located on
Borden Street will relocate to:

102 - 3350 Douglas Street
Victoria, BC V8Z 7X9
The office serves the Capital Regional District. Telephone, fax and Internet
contacts remain the same:

John Campbell
Gillian Campbell
Salt Spring Island

Phone:
Toll free:
Fax:
Email:
Web:

250 479-7131
1 800 990-1159
250 479-1849
bca01@gems6.gov.bc.ca
www.bcassessment.bc.ca

GS-X pipeline possibility fading ~ Patrick Brown
Although BC Hydro is still receiving tenders (until
August 13) for the provision of additional electricity
to Vancouver Island and most plans of BC Hydro’s
qualified bidders are predicated on using natural gas
as fuel, it seems increasing unlikely that any gas will
be delivered by the Georgia Strait Crossing (GS-X)
pipeline. Indeed, it is increasingly unlikely that
natural gas-powered generation will be used at all
because the rising price of gas makes it
uncompetitive.

Hedging Their Bets
In fact, Hydro’s 2004 Integrated Electricity Plan
(IEP) submitted to the BC Utilities Commission
(BCUC) suggests the construction of a new 230kV
transmission line, with an inservice date of 2009, as
a fallback strategy. To quote the plan: ‘building
additional gas-fired generation on Vancouver Island
beyond the call for tenders to defer the 230 kV cables
from F2009 to F2016 is not a least cost alternative in
the current conditions.’

In addition, indications are that BC Transmission
Company (BCTC), which now owns all the major
power lines under the government’s breakup of BC
Hydro, has also included the construction of the
230kV line in its current capital budget.
And BC Hydro President and CEO Bob Elton
announced at the end of May that Hydro would write
down some $120 million of anticipated losses on the
Vancouver Island Generation Project (VIGP)/GS-X
project against its 2004 income.
These three actions suggest that the natural gaspowered VIGP as first envisioned will not come to
fruition. And, even if natural gas were to be used to
generate power on Vancouver Island, it’s likely that it
would travel through Terasen’s pipeline (probably
augmented by a Liquid Natural Gas storage facility
on the Island) rather than through the not-yet-built
GS-X pipeline. (Terasen Gas Vancouver Island Ltd.
have set their transportation cost for natural gas to
the Island at less than transport by the proposed
Georgia Strait Crossing pipeline would cost.)

History of the GS-X Pipeline

What Changed Hydro’s Mind?

The GS-X pipeline was originally proposed in the
mid 1990s by BC Hydro as a means of moving
natural gas from a hub at the US border in
Washington State across the Strait of Georgia,
through Boundary Pass and the Gulf Islands (and
present and proposed marine ecological reserves)
to come ashore south of Duncan and connect to
the existing Terasen distribution system and
thence to a gas turbine generator at Duke Point
near Nanaimo. It was to be constructed as a joint
venture with the US company Williams Pipelines,
who were promised a steady income stream for
their participation (the exact nature of this
contract has not been made public).
The GS-X/VIGP plan met with fierce
opposition from environmentalists, economists,
industrial electricity users on Vancouver Island,
First Nations, landowners and many others, both
in Washington State and in Canada.
But BC Hydro and Williams doggedly pursued
regulatory approval for both the pipeline and the
generation facilities. The pipeline received
regulatory approval from the National Energy
Board in Canada and from the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission in the US. But the BC
Utilities Commission told Hydro that they did not
believe that the VIGP plan was the most ‘costeffective’ way of providing additional power to
Vancouver Island, and suggested that BC Hydro
call for tenders for alternatives (the process that
will end August 13).

It appears that the representations made to the Public
Utilities commission by concerned Vancouver
Islanders (some organized as the GSX Concerned
Citizens’ Committee, or GSXCCC), have finally got
through to BC Hydro. Many points of the new
Integrated Electricity Plan were first suggested by
GSXCCC.
• The VIGP may continue in a form in which
Vancouver Island’s pulp mills generate much of their
own power.
• The IEP puts emphasis on additional generating
capacity at dams at Revelstoke, Mica, and Site C on the
Peace River (opposition to the latter has already
appeared).
• Additional transmission capacity from the
interior to the Lower Mainland will also be needed by
2014.
• The IEP also anticipates a continuation of
conservation projects through Power Smart 2, and the
introduction of stepped and ‘time of use’ rates for
consumers.
• Hydro will still pursue connections to
Independent Power Producers, but no mention is
made of the Columbia River legacy power—some 1400
mW which is generated in the US from BC water, and
sold in the US with the income going directly to the
provincial government.
All this could be interpreted as a move back
towards power self-sufficiency for BC, as opposed to
last year’s apparent objective of raising the price of
power in BC and selling as much as possible in the US
market. ✐
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Why Make Vancouver Island
Electrically Self-sufficient?
It was the former NDP government which first
discovered that BC’s unique combination of highvoltage connections to Alberta and the US,
combined with the immense storage capacity in
BC’s hydroelectric dams, gave the province
tremendous potential to buy cheap power
(typically from Alberta, at night) and sell
expensive power (to California, in the daytime).
This gave rise to the idea that if Vancouver Island
could be made electrically self-sufficient, there
would be that much more power to sell to the US,
and more money to be made. This was the genesis
of the GS-X/VIGP project, which was continued
after the Liberal government took over.
This strategy reached its peak in January 2001,
when BC Hydro was buying power at $173.50 per
Mwh and selling at up to $597.67. However, this
price spike turned out to result from market
manipulation by Enron and others, and BC Hydro
was drawn into a series of legal battles as the State
of California attempted to recover its losses.
(To put this in perspective, power could be
purchased a year later at $16.73 per Mwh, and sold
at $30.17. The average cost of power generated by
BC Hydro’s system is about $24, while BCUC
estimated the cost of power generated by VIGP at
$68.70 to $102.70.)

Writing off the GS-X/VIGP costs
Hydro president/CEO Bob Elton announced in
late May that the company would take a $120
million charge against 2004 income to reflect
possible (probable?) losses on the GS-X/VIGP
projects. Hydro’s answers to questions at BCUC
hearings indicated that this was composed of the
cost of the (already purchased) gas turbine $68
million, which might be sold for $30 million;
steam turbine $23 million; engineering costs for
VIGP $5 million, land commitments $2 million,
and ‘sunk costs’ for GSX $46 million. These ‘sunk
costs’ are not explained, but may relate to BC
Hydro guarantees to Williams Pipelines.
(This might, of course, mean that anyone who
could make use of the gas turbine could get it for
$30 million, and therefore be subsidized by BC
Hydro to the extent of $38 million. Could this help
keep proposals for the Duke Point generation plant
alive?)

Salt Spring
Aquafarms
Coming to
Your Dock!
MV Armada
Ship to Shore Sales!

Noon–5pm
Browning Hbr, N. Pender
Sat, July 31 & Aug 7

Montague Hbr, Galiano
Sun, Aug 1 & 8

Miners Bay, Mayne
Mon, Aug 2 & 9
Preorder Online/Phone
www.saltspringaquafarms.com

250-537-7167
250-653-9900

Fresh, Farm
Gate Sales on
Salt Spring!
Daily 10am – 5pm
Chinook Salmon
Wild Sockeye Salmon

Crabs • Clams
Oysters • Mussels

Aqua Farm
Tours
Daily 10am & 2pm
Sealife Touchtank
Adults–$10
Kids–Free
Reservations Not
Needed - Just Drop By

107 Meyer Road
(off Bulman Road)
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Turning Up the Heat on the Bush Administration

Manual to protect
CRD natural areas

wo weeks after it premiered to packed theatres across the
US, Fahrenheit 9/11, a film written, directed, and
produced by Michael Moore, arrived to a sold-out show at
Salt Spring Island’s only cinema. On opening night, the line for
admittance stretched around two sides of the building and
trailed out into the parking lot. Thirty-five movie goers were
turned away at the door as the building quickly reached its
maximum occupancy of 120 people.
Sandra Harrison, who had hoped to make the Island
premiere noted, ‘Michael Moore has a brilliant way of making us
be conscious about society. He is clever in the way he uses truth
to portray what is happening and has a beautiful way of waking
us up.’
Indeed, Michael Moore’s use of humour in his witty and
poignant documentaries was apparent from his outset. His
debut expose, Roger & Me, focused on the ambiguous and shady
practices of big business boss and General Motors CEO, Roger
Smith. The film landed Moore several accolades, including the
People’s Choice Award at the prestigious Toronto International
Film Festival. He followed this success with other internationally
acclaimed productions, including the Emmy Award winning
television series TV Nation and several books (the latest of which
is titled Dude, Where’s My Country?). His brightest
accomplishment, prior to this latest venture, was the Academy
Award winning documentary Bowling for Columbine, a 2001
release that dramatically details the rise of gun violence in
America with a foray into the politics of fear.
Armed with an infamous reputation and an affable yet inyour-face approach, Michael Moore set out to make a revealing
film documenting US President Bush’s questionable tactics and
policies following the September 11th terrorist attacks. Prior to
its release, Fahrenheit 9/11 caused such an uproar that Moore’s
parent film company Miramax (a subsidiary of Disney) refused
to release it. The filmmaker did what any other red-blooded
American refused the right of free speech would do: he got his
point out anyway, this time by heading north to Canada.
Vancouver based Lion’s Gate Films readily agreed to release the
controversial movie, even as entire theatre chains in the US
promised to boycott it.
The film continued to be beset by problems, however. Just
days prior to its scheduled release, Moore fought the Motion
Picture Association of America’s ‘R’ rating for the movie (no one

T

Aware that locally elected government officials’ decisions have
altered the landscape and nature of our region, Habitat
Acquisition Trust (HAT) has prepared a manual on Protecting
Natural Areas in the Capital Region. The regional land trust’s
manual is aimed at local government decision-makers,
developers, members of conservation organizations and
individuals who want to protect natural areas but may not be
sure of their options.
Adriane Pollard, manager of Environmental Services,
District of Saanich, says ‘The HAT manual provides the context
for conservation and the tools for any user-group striving to
promote growth that protects the natural features which make
this area such a great place to live.’
Every local government in the region will receive a copy of
the manual with a resource kit of reference materials. Copies of
the manual can also be purchased for $20 from HAT at 250995-2428 or downloaded for free from the HAT website
(www.hat.bc.ca). ✐

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners
• Farm
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts

Now in Three Locations:
#1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island
Doug Guedes & Doug Strong • 1-250-537-5527
A2 - 9769 Fifth Street, Sidney
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
7178 W. Saanich Rd, Brentwood Bay
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)

www.seafirstinsurance.com

Film Review ~ Mike Logan

autoplan
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CAPITAL REGIONAL DISTRICT

SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS
HARBOURS COMMISSION
South Pender Island Position Open
The Southern Gulf Islands Harbours Commission, of the
Capital Regional District, operates a number of docks on
the Gulf Islands, and is looking for a new member from
South Pender Island. For information please call
Chairperson, Bob Stroud, at 629-6007, or CRD Director,
Rich Tamboline, at 539-2730.
This vacancy is due to Leith Harper moving off-island,
and the Commission wishes to thank Leith for all his
energy and input, and wishes him all the best in his new
endeavours.

trades are busy. Roofing is a particularly common summer
activity! Locals and a Victoria company are working on
Saturna’s Recreation Centre which is being built across from the
Recycling Centre. They are hard at it and making quite a bit of
progress.

Congrats Max and Sarah
Congratulations to Max Kaiser and Sarah Warner on their
marriage on Saturday, July 24. Max was introduced to Saturna
by his parents, Nick and Markell, who live part-time at Narvaez
Bay and now own Saturna Lodge. Two years ago Max and
partners filmed a movie here—Desolation, and got to know the
locals, and their homes and businesses, in the course of filming.
Max and Sarah, from Bellingham Washington, seem to fit right
in to Island life and often visit. They invited many friends,
including their new Island friends, and family to join in the
celebrations.✐

under 17 admitted without parents). Unable to convince the
MPAA that the movie deserved a PG-13 rating, Moore turned his
words to the very audience that was being denied admission.
‘Older teenagers are being sent to Iraq, some never to return. To
say that teenagers shouldn’t see this movie means that the truth
should be kept from them. I encourage all teenagers to come see
my movie by any means necessary. If you need me to sneak you
in, let me know.’ (The movie was granted a more lenient 14A
rating here in Canada.)
Inside Salt Spring Island’s Central Hall theatre, the absence
of previews sent an excited hush through the audience. The
movie’s memorable opening sequence detailed the bitterly
contested year 2000 election results and set the tone for a tearful
but humourous journey through the alien landscape of modern
American politics. Moore directed his trademark post-colonial
brand of liberalized humour with gusto and panache,
masterfully guiding his audience to arrive at the same disturbing
conclusions he had.
As the sounds of September 11th echoed through the theatre,
several weeping, sobbing faces could be seen, but within
minutes, those same faces were giggling at the foolish antics of a
President who was caught unawares by unspeakable tragedy.
And so the film continued hitting alternating highs and lows.
The footage included amusing and memorable official
commentary, gruesome scenes of wartime carnage, American
soldiers espousing ignorance, and depressing scenes of
inconsolable loss before arriving at its comically profound
conclusion. The audience of locals and visitors burst into
spontaneous applause as the credits began to roll.
Outside, some of the audience members expressed how
Fahrenheit 9/11 affected them.
‘He made his point,’ said one young man, of military age, ‘I’m
disappointed to see how (the US government) is trying to make
money off of oil, with all that death.’ His friend chimed in, ‘I feel
sorry for Americans. I feel ashamed.’
Some of the older Islanders agreed that the movie had a
distinct impact, and according to one local (who wished to
remain nameless), it’s ‘a movie that all America needs to see …
to understand the horror of war, the blood and guts, the loss of
lives, all this stuff that the media has been sanitizing and
glossing.’
At least one movie-going resident voted ‘Moore for President’
with a wide smile.
Many—but not all—present enjoyed the film’s dark humour,
but it’s Michael Moore who is laughing loudest. The controversy
surrounding the film, faithfully covered by major news outlets
has done wonders for the film’s publicity, and more than one
theatre chain has rescinded its boycott in favour of potential
profits. The movie is doing extremely well, and as a relatively
low-budget documentary is proving very profitable.
The 9/11 tragedy remains distressing to Americans in a way
that few Canadians truly understand; yet Michael Moore does an
excellent job in producing an intensely personal reaction in a
majority of audience members, even if one doesn’t personally
agree with the movie, the message, or the methods. In a media
interview, Moore declares, ‘there’s lots of disagreement with my
analysis of these facts...but there is not a single factual error in
the movie,’ then adding, ‘I’m thinking of offering a $10,000
reward for anyone that can find a single fact that’s wrong.’
With a guaranteed return like that, it’s worth the $7.50
investment. ✐

Accommodation & Attractions — Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Make this a high
point in your day!

High Tea in the
Hugging Gardens
Wednesday~Sunday Afternoons
(or by arrangement)

181 Beaver Point Road
Salt Spring Island

Reservations Please

250-653-4250

Soul Full Accommodation

On Salt Spring Island

Unique straw
bale home
& cottage

Two acres of gardens for
wandering and wondering.

Best of Salt Spring Island Online
best books • best edibles • best music

‘fabulous finds for fabulous people’

bestofsaltspring.com

250 246 6006

Pan-Ea Ma’at Light Centre

High Tea • B & B
Private Cottage • Camping

Your Guide
to Experiencing
British Columbia’s
Coastal Waters.

250-653-4250

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria

Close to beach, hospital
and university. Organic
breakfasts and private
bathrooms. $50-$80

250-598-7015
Weekdays

Weekends

CAMPGROUND
In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest. 1o min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or 3 min drive.
Visa, Mastercard, AmEx

Moped Packages and
hourly/daily rentals
The Island's premiere resort hotel.

Phone to book
(July and August)

 Rainbow Rd

We welcome islanders and visitors to our wonderful coastal
playground. Take advantage of the local treasures by booking
Sound Passage Adventures for your next excursion. For more
information visit us at: www.soundpassageadventures.com

Water Taxi • Dive Shop • CYA Power & Sailing School
Fishing Charters • Eco Tours • Island Hopping
Winery Tours • Yacht Management

TEL:(250)629-2127

Crofton Division

Delia’s Shangri-La
Oceanfront B&B
360º Breathtaking
Ocean Views
Each luxury suite offers a
private entrance, deck, hot
tub, ensuite, fireplace,
satellite TV, microwave and
bar fridge.

1-877-629-2800
www.penderislandshangrila.com

Listen to 101.9 FM–
Democracy Now!
Alternative news and views
from the largest public
media collaborative in the
United States.
In the Gulf Islands tune in to
CFUV-Radio, 101.9 FM
Mon–2pm; Fri–11am
Tues, Wed & Thurs–Noon
Also online at:
www.democracynow.org

Page’s
Resort & Marina

Salt Spring Island

250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

ADVERTISE W I T H U S !
Call 250-629-3660

FAX:(250) 629-2128

P.O. Box 4, Pender Island, British Columbia, Canada V0N 2M0

free mill tours

Gabriola Island
250-247-8931

www.pagesresort.com

Visit our advertisers’
websites from:
www.islandtides.com
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HOME, GARDEN & PROPERTY

AUTOMOTIVE
SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

SIDNEYCARS.COM

Quality Used
Cars & Trucks
Buy/Rent/Lease

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

ROOFING

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

A Division of
Flynn Canada

Fortnight Special

TRANSMISSION SPECIAL!
✔Trans inspection
✔Cleanpan ✔adjust
bands
✔Replace pan gasket
✔Check modulator
✔Adjust throttle linkage
✔Fill with new trans. fluid

1989 GMC Sierra
1/2 Ton Pickup $4595
We will pick you up
from Ferries and Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

Planning to buy a used
vehicle? Let us do the legwork.

* Affordable flat fee
* Customer shuttle from
Swartz Bay to Victoria
* 5 years serving Victoria
and Gulf Islands

ARMOUR

only

29.95
reg. $49.95
$

Filter extra if
required

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

GETAWAYS
Galiano
Island
2-bedroom,
renovated view cottage, south end,
available for rental; weekend/
weekly/monthly/yearly.All inclusive.
www.margaretann.com for details.
Call 604-309-6738 or email
mann@margaretann.com
Ganges Campground on Salt
Spring Island: central location—
walk to town, restaurants, Moby’s
pub, kayaking—hot showers, tents,
RVs, groups welcome. Reasonable
rates. 250-537-1210.

MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

Toll Free: 1-866-533-1898
www.autofinders.ca

250-598-1898

• Torch-On
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599
Member: Better Business
Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252 or
250-478-6937

250-629-3380
on Pender Island

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

MARINE
ISLAND
MARINE
CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: imarinec@saltspring.com

www.islandmarine.ca

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT LTD.

 

250-654-0230
Kitchens
Wall units
Closet organizers

www.luttmerworks.com

pruning • trimming
planting • bed work
seasonal cleanups

Pender Island home: 3 Bedrooms,
large workshop. Port Washington
area. Non smokers. References
Available. $850 per month plus
hydro. 250 -629-3964.
Galiano
Island
2-bedroom,
renovated view cottage, south end,
available for rental; weekend/
w e e k l y / m o n t h l y / y e a r l y. A l l
inclusive. www.margaretann.com
for details. Call 604-309-6738 or
email mann@margaretann.com

ISLAND EXPLORER
Luttmer
Woodworks

250-539-0466

Trevor’s
Garden
Maintenance

FOR RENT, cont.

FOR SALE
Massey Ferguson Farm Tractor:
diesel, 35-horsepower, excellent
rubber, good condition, on Saturna
Island, offers to $3500. Call 250-5395251.

FOR RENT
Pender Island Waterfront Home: 3
Bedroom, 2 bath, unfurnished
newly remodeled home. Beautiful
southwest views, non smokers
only, $1,450 per month. Email
inquires to Bill Hodges at,
whodges@westernrealtyadvisors.com
or call 208-338-5156

Southern Gulf
House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER: Spectacular views are
seen from this idyllic cottage
sitting high on a ridge
overlooking the ocean, living
room, bright eat in kitchen, two
bedrooms, two bathrooms,
furnished–$700. Ocean access 30
paces from your front door,
modern 2 storey, 3 bedroom
home, master bedroom with
ensuite, very large kitchen, family
room, 2 fireplaces, all appliances,
8 person hot tub in separate room
attached to family room, single
car garage–$1450. List your long
term rental property or vacation
home with us! Licensed Property
Management on the Gulf Islands
since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

 

 Harbour Road
Sidney BC
Fax:  
 

Call Now
For Your
Haul Out
 &  Ton
TRAVEL LIFTS

LOST
Are my keys at the bottom of your
bag? I must have set down my
Honda keys somewhere on the
9:30am sailing of the Queen of
Cumberland from Otter Bay on
Tuesday, May 18. They vapourized! I
think someone picked them up in
error and has them unbeknownst
still at the bottom of their bag.
Please look and call Christa at 6293660 if you find them. Thanks!

Remembering David Kelly ~ Patrick Brown & Christa Grace-Warrick
t is now just over a year since the suicide of Dr David Kelly,
one of Britain’s senior arms experts, the world’s foremost
authority on weapons anthrax, and a member of the UN
Iraqi arms inspection team.
In June last year following the Iraq War, Dr Kelly was
identified by the British government as the source of a BBC
report which expressed doubts about the truth of the
government’s claims about Weapons of Mass Destruction
(WMDs) in Saddam Hussein’s Iraq. The claims had been made,
in a dossier published in September, 2002, to justify British
participation in a US-led invasion of Iraq.
In August 2003, a government investigation of Dr Kelly’s
death was presided over by Lord Hutton. Hutton’s report,
released January 28, 2004, cleared Prime Minister Tony Blair
and all government officials of any blame for the suicide. (For
comment on this, see the March 11-24, 2004 edition of Island
Tides.)
In his report Lord Hutton concluded that the Prime Minister
had every reason to believe the information that he was given by
Britain’s intelligence services was correct, and thus was entirely
justified in presenting it as part of his case for war. Further,
Hutton found no impropriety in the actions of the government in
effectively accusing Kelly of treason in expressing doubts about
the reports on Iraq’s WMDs and in exposing him to the full glare
of publicity which followed. (Gentle whistleblower Kelly went for
a walk, slashed his wrist and bled to death in an English field.)
Now two further reports about the grounds for the Iraq
invasion (in the US and in Britain) have both concluded that the
information presented to US President Bush by the US
intelligence services, and to British Prime Minister Blair by the
British intelligence services, was faulty, and not properly
sourced. This will come as no surprise to the general public in
either country.
Both reports shrink from assigning blame to any individual,
saying that it was a general failure of the system, and too much
reliance was placed on Iraqi exiles and deserters. In other words,
the intelligence services didn’t question what the liars were
telling them. And, in turn, the President and the Prime Minister

I

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

didn’t question what the intelligence services were telling them.
In particular, the latest British report, by Lord Butler, makes
it clear that the notorious claim that Iraq could unleash WMDs
over a wide area on 45 minutes notice was not only totally wrong
but exaggerated in the government’s dossier. (Exactly as Dr Kelly
had said to the BBC).
Butler also notes that while the British intelligence services
had serious doubts about the reliability of their information,
these doubts were not communicated to the Prime Minister,
were not included in the dossier presented to the public, and
finally, were not communicated to Lord Hutton. (Question:
What kind of a investigation did poor Kelly get if that
information was withheld from the Hutton inquiry?)
Hutton’s report, that the intelligence services had full
confidence in their information, was a farce. In fact, reporter
Andrew Gilligan, BBC Director General Greg Dyke, and Dr Kelly
are now all exonerated—they were right. But have you heard that
anywhere?
All these investigations have done is attempt to diffuse the
blame, and in particular direct it away from the individuals who
prosecuted the war, Bush and Blair. In light of these latest
reports these two have smoothly changed their tune. (A
question: How gullible do they think the public is? And are they
right?)

No Threat, But We Were Do-Gooders
Say The Shapeshifters
Ironically, both Bush and Blair now defend the war, not on the
grounds that it was justified based on the information they had
(because that has now been shown to be wrong and even
manufactured) but on the grounds that Saddam Hussein was a
cruel dictator, guilty of crimes against his own people, and ‘the
US is safer now he has been deposed.’

FREE Scooter Buyers
Report & Safety Guide
EVER considered a mobility scooter?
Then there is FREE consumer info you need to read.
“The Consumer’s Guide to Picking the
Perfect Scooter” answers many common
questions, including the 20 things to ask
before you buy.
FREE BONUS!!!
Plus this special
Call today and you’ll
report reveals insiders
also get the info
‘secrets’ that can save
packed, illustrated
you time & money.
20-page Scooter Safety
To get your FREE Guide written by expert
report call the (24hr) Michael Cruerer, featuring
17 real world road safety
toll-free hotline:
1-866-383-7383, ext 345 tips.Yours FREE by calling
Or write: Reports, Box IT345, 201
Menzies St, Victoria, BC V8V2G6

toll-free 1-866-383-7383,
extension 345

This is an unproven ex post facto argument. Even if there are
no further terrorist attacks on the US, that would not prove that
the invasion of Iraq was responsible for stopping them. (A
thought: Why should terrorists spend all that money on plane
fares to the US if they can produce just as much political
discomfort by blowing up US soldiers conveniently located in
Iraq?)

Join The Bully
It still seems far more likely that the US attacked Iraq to gain
control of its oil. The US, including George W. Bush’s pickup
truck, runs on imported oil. But why did Tony Blair join in the
invasion, even to the extent of making the same mistakes, and
having to produce copycat reports to diffuse blame using the
same transparent excuses?
No. It seems that Tony Blair wished to ingratiate himself with
George Bush. Which he clearly did. Possibly he wanted to
distance himself from the European Union, which he may see as
compromisingly close in US terms. Possibly he had no other
policy for Britain.
Just because the US has the largest armed forces, the largest
economy, and the most belligerent government in the world,
does that mean that everyone else has to go along with every
stupid thing they may do?
Nobody has to suck up to the biggest bully just because he’s
the biggest. In Iraq, Canada didn’t, neatly committing its meagre
armed forces to Afghanistan before the Iraq question was asked.
We should think of that before signing on to this missile defence
agreement, before continuing with NAFTA, before making
cross-border security agreements.
Tony Blair doesn’t have the integrity. David Kelly did. We
wonder if Canada does?
Please join us in honouring the memory of David Kelly. ✐
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Conference to discuss life on BC’s islands
What's fascinating about life on BC's islands? Quite a bit; it
turns out. Academics, writers, and islanders will offer their
views on island-life at the ‘Conference on the Islands of British
Columbia’ on Denman Island from August 20 to 22.
The conference will open with a slide presentation by
photographer, haiku poet, and retired professor of regional
planning, Gerald Hodge. There will be several other presenters—
historian Richard Mackie, political scientist Kal Holsti, forest
ecologist Hamish Kimmins, and naturalist Briony Penn.
The speakers will examine numerous aspects of the past,
present, and future of plant, animal, and human life on BC’s
islands. Attendees will see island habitat as well as some island
species through the eyes of a newt and will hear a ‘fresh take’ on

the scotch broom story. The conference will also hear from
Maurelle and Read Islands in the north, where a Coast Salish
girlhood will be recalled; and from Piers Island in the south,
where 600 Doukhobor men and women were confined in the
1930s. In addition there will be information about the Pentlatch,
the aboriginal residents of Denman Island, and about patterns of
aboriginal warfare throughout BC’s islands.
The conference will close Sunday afternoon with a guided
tour of Tree Island off the northern tip of Denman Island, where
a rare and endangered moth was recently identified. For a
detailed
programme
and
information
see
www.denmanisland.com/conference. ✐

ThePoet’s Guide
toRelaxation
G

et blissful at the Spa, with raindrop therapy or a sea clay massage behind the veil of a 10-metre waterfall.
Emerge from your reverie to indulge in West Coast cuisine and the perfect wine at Aurora Restaurant. At Syrens,

share some Tapas – like garlic prawns, samosas, or naan pizza – while Jack and Lefty set the mood on mandolin and
guitar. And if you just can’t tear yourself away, consider owning a vacation residence of your own at Poets Cove.
We invite you to visit our website to find out more.
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9801 Spalding Road, Pender Island, BC 888-512-POET (7638) www.poetscove.com

BC missing energy
opportunities, says new group
In June, the British Columbia Sustainable Energy Association
(BC SEA) was launched to promote greater use of renewable
energy technologies in BC among individuals, the provincial
government and municipalities.
BC SEA’s vision is a future where all of BC’s energy comes
from clean, renewable, efficient sources, while respecting the
integrity of nature. Currently when the wind blows in British
Columbia, no wind turbines collect its energy. When the sun
shines on homes and buildings in the province, few solar panels
or water heaters collect its heat. When the tides roll through
BC's coastal inlets, no tidal turbines capture their power.
BC SEA will also promote travel without the use of oil. They
see a future with more use of transit, bicycles, and car-sharing.
‘We see many jobs and business opportunities in renewable
energy,’ said BC SEA president Guy Dauncey. ‘We will help this
province become a world leader in the generation and use of
sustainable energy, by promoting its use for electricity,
transport, industry, and hydrogen.
‘BC could become the manufacturing hub for wind and tidal
turbines for the whole Pacific North West, if we took the
initiative,’ continued Dauncey. ‘Wind power manufacturers are
going to want to locate assembly plants in BC, if the province
and BC Hydro will commit to the use of wind power as Quebec
and PEI have done.’
‘Our province is blessed with huge potential for wind, solar,
microhydro and other clean, renewable energies, yet we lag far
behind the rest of the world in capturing it,’ said Kevin Pegg,
owner of Energy Alternatives, a Victoria-based renewable
energy supplier, and vice-president of BC SEA.
‘Developing alternative energy resources will give a boost to
some of BC’s rural communities,’ said Pegg. ‘BC has the
potential to be a leading force in the rapidly growing renewable
energy sector, providing thousands of permanent, skilled jobs
that do not depend on environmentally destructive projects,
such as offshore oil.’
‘Vancouver’s YVR International Airport has installed 100
solar panels on its roof that will contribute to the 800 gallons of
hot water it uses every hour, and reduce its costs by nearly
$90,000 a year,’ said Morgan McDonald, a BC SEA director
employed by Taylor Munro Energy Systems, the Delta-based
solar hot water specialists.
‘As a province and as a planet, we are being backed into a
corner where we will come to regret our profligate use of fossil
fuels,’ said Nitya Harris, an engineer teaching sustainable
technology at Royal Roads University. ‘The warming climate
and looming shortages of cheap oil and gas will cause us grief,
unless we prepare an escape route. Renewable energy
technologies are ready, so it makes sense to deploy them. When
electricity from the latest wind turbines is cheaper than from
natural gas, it makes good economic sense to shift to wind
energy,’ she said.
To find out more visit BC SEA’s website at www.bcsea.org. ✐
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#URRENTLY UNDER CONSTRUCTION THIS  SQ FT  LEVEL
LUXURY HOME IS SITUATED ON  ACRES OF GORGEOUS VIEW
PROPERTY ,OTS OF WINDOWS VAULTED CEILINGS OPEN mOOR
PLAN GREAT ROOM HUGE MASTER SUITE PLUS  ADDITIONAL
BEDROOMS EACH WITH EN SUITE BATHROOMS AND ADJOINING
FAMILY ROOM 3EPARATE ENTRANCE TO LAUNDRYMUD ROOM
0LENTY OF TREES FOR PRIVACY PLUS LOTS OF SUN DRENCHED
GARDEN SPACE ALL AWAITING YOUR LANDSCAPING IDEAS
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4HIS  ACRE PROPERTY IS LOCATED AT THE TOP OF THE
WORLD 9OU WILL BE MESMERIZED BY THE FOREVER VIEWS
!WE INSPIRING 3ALT 3PRING AT ITS lNEST /UR  
SQFT RESIDENCE WILL CAPTURE THE QUIETLY UNDERSTATED
SOPHISTICATION OF ISLAND LIFE 4HIS WILL BE A HOME FOR
ENTERTAINING FAMILY AND FRIENDS FOR CREATING MEMORIES
AND TRADITIONS FOR GENERATIONS TO COME %LEGANT DESIGN
AND SUPERIOR CONSTRUCTION WITH RElNED DETAILING INSIDE
AND OUT 4HIS WILL BE YOUR VERY OWN PIECE OF PARADISE
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9OUVE EARNED IT A LEGACY PROPERTY WITHOUT EQUAL ON 3ALT 3PRING )SLAND 4HIS EXTRAORDINARY
RESIDENCE IS LOCATED ON A SPECTACULAR HIGH BANK OCEANFRONT ACREAGE 7ITH   SQ FT OF
LUXURIOUSLY APPOINTED LIVING SPACE THIS RESIDENCE WAS DESIGNED IN THE GREAT TRADITION OF THE lNEST
%AST #OAST FAMILY HOMES #AREFUL ATTENTION TO DETAIL IS EVIDENT THROUGHOUT 'RACIOUS AND ELEGANT
YET TRULY LIVABLE )N ADDITION TO THE MAIN HOUSE THERE IS A STUNNING COTTAGE PERCHED ON A ROCK
AMIDST A BRILLIANT ARBUTUS GROVE 4HIS IS A ONCE IN A LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY
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