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C. Difficile at
Saanich hospital
The superbug Clostridium Difficile has
spread to the 48-bed Saanich Peninsula
Hospital. At press time, the hospital had
reported fourteen cases, including one
death.
C. Difficile is a bacterium that infects
the intestines of patients who have been
treated with antibiotics. It causes
intestinal pain, high fever, and diarrhea.
It is highly infectious.
Experienced last summer at the
Nanaimo General Hospital, where there
were 94 cases and 5 deaths, the spread
of the disease there was finally traced to
inadequate cleaning and lack of
handwashing. Investigations by the
Vancouver Island Health Authority, the
BC Centre for Disease Control, and
Worksafe BC found that the mixture of
bleach and water that was being used for
cleaning was too weak and would not
kill the bug. A stronger chemical,
Vicox5, was reported to cause hair loss
and respiratory difficulties among the
cleaning staff.
The cleaning contractor in Nanaimo
was criticized for inadequately trained
staff and not having enough of them.
Cleaning was also complicated by
overcrowding, shared bathrooms, and
some surfaces and equipment that were
difficult to clean.
In Saanich, patients are being
transferred out of four bed wards so that
they contain only three beds, which
makes thorough cleaning easier.
Healthcare unions have suggested
that it is difficult to include contracted
cleaning staff in hospital-wide infection
control programs. 0

All party support for
pension motion

Before going on their summer holidays,
MPs of all parties gave unanimous (2940) support to the Opposition’s motion
calling for immediate increases in
payments for Old Age Security, the
Guaranteed Income Supplement, and
the Canada Pension Plan (CPP).
The motion also sought clawbacks of
bonuses paid to officials of the Canada
Pension Plan Investment Board. CPP
investments showed a loss of $17 billion
over the past year.
The Opposition (NDP) motion was
introduced on June 11, 2009 and voting
was on June 16. It also contained a
number of other recommendations
concerning the security of existing
workplace pension plans through a
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Despite the rain, Pender youngsters find out about the intertidal zone from Mayne Island’s Michael Dunn.
The Parks Canada event took place at Roesland, part of the Gulf Islands National Park Reserve.

Ferries face perfect
storm ~ Patrick Brown
The 2008/09 Annual Report from BC Ferries Services
Inc is a clear warning of financial storms ahead. The
provincially-owned ‘privatized’ corporation is running
out of cash, has maximized its debt, and has raised its
fares to the point where it lost 5% of its customers in
the last year. And the price of fuel is rising again.
BC Ferries, formerly a Crown Corporation, was
‘privatized’ in 2003—a convenient solution for a
government facing a billion-dollar expenditure to
renew a fleet of aging ships. The plan presented to
cabinet at that time anticipated that fare increases
approximating the rise in the cost-of-living would
provide sufficient revenue to convince commercial
lenders and bond-buyers to provide capital to pay for
the new ships and recapitalize the company.
The plan also assumed that the province would pay
a ‘fee for service’ annually to the company, but that this
fee would not rise over the years; that traffic would rise
some 25% by 2018; that the price of fuel would not
exceed 41¢ per litre; and that the cost of renewing the
fleet would approximate $1 billion. The plan warned
that if these assumptions did not pan out, the
government could face an additional $billion of debt.
Now, six years later, all these assumptions have
turned out to be wrong. In addition, a worldwide
recession has not spared BC or BCFS.

Blame Past Decisions
As the BCLiberal government demonstrated when
they were first elected, it’s easy to blame governments
past. The first BC Ferries’ vessel, Queen of
Tsawwassen, was recently sold; it was 48-years-old.
The sixties and seventies saw a flurry of ferry-building,
and so planning for rebuilding the fleet was necessarily
on the agenda in the late nineties. The NDP
government of the day recapitalized the Crown
corporation and also built the Fast Cat ferries,
pursuing a strategy of faster cross-strait travel with
smaller ships, and at the same time, attempting to
kick-start an aluminum shipbuilding industry.

PENSIONS, please turn to page 11

FERRIES, please turn to page 2
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Elizabeth May: Green Party candidate
for Saanich–Gulf Islands?
Elizabeth May, Leader of the Green Party of Canada, stepped off the plane in Vancouver with a pack
of special buns and icing for her grandchildren, given to her enroute by an man in Thunder Bay. She
was in Vancouver to attend a Chan Centre memorial for Jim Fulton, legend of the coast and largerthan-life executive director of the David Suzuki Foundation. In the hour available, Island Tides’
Christa Grace-Warrick interviewed Elizabeth at the airport’s Milestones Restaurant, amid the
lunchtime buzz.
Christa Grace-Warrick: Rumour has it
that you were recently asked, on Salt
Spring Island, whether you would stand
as federal Green Party of Canada
candidate for Saanich-Gulf Islands in the
next election? How did you respond?
Elizabeth May: It was a marvellous
moment. I was signing books, suddenly
someone in the line-up said, ‘You should run
here.’ I said, ‘Well, actually, I’m thinking about
it.’ Then the one voice turned into a chorus.
I am thinking about it quite seriously—
weighing options. In politics things change
dramatically and you never really know when
an election is going to happen. Or would a byelection come up first?—that would change
everything.
Christa G-W: How would you answer
any criticism regarding ‘parachuting’
into Saanich-Gulf Islands?
Elizabeth M: Well, of course, I have been
very reluctant to run anywhere that wasn’t a
home-base, like Nova Scotia is. Now, when I
ran last time in Central Nova, I staged a highprofile campaign against Peter MacKay and, I
promise you, I had every intention of getting
elected.
Every single day people come up to me and
say, ‘We need you in the House of Commons,
please run where you can get elected. It’s an
extraordinary thing. Apart from the buns in
Thunder Bay, it happened again this morning,
changing planes in Toronto. Someone came up
to me and said, ‘You’ve got to run where you

SERIOUS COFFEE

can win.’
And I’d have to share with everyone
involved, regardless if it’s Saanich-Gulf Islands
or another riding that becomes the choice of the
party, that there’s has been an evolution in my
thinking—that I really owe it to the million
people who voted Green in 2008 to be their
voice in the House of Commons.
I’m not going to be immune from the
criticism of being a parachute candidate. It’s a
fair point. I think it’s much better to run in a
place where you have lived for a long time.
The issue is how do we get a Green voice in
the house of Commons? Not to split hairs, as
leader of a national party, I’m in a slightly
different category. I do need to be in the House
of Commons. There is a history—where
national leaders without a seat seek out a place
where there is a good prospect and get elected—
on Vancouver Island, Sir John A MacDonald
and Tommy Douglas.
I’m going to have to be upfront about it and
say, ‘This riding is where I believe voters are
prepared to make history; voters are prepared
to break some of the old moulds; to say to the
country, ‘We did it here first’’—that kind of
spirit and momentum. That should explain for
people the new-found attachment.
That said, if I am lucky enough to represent
Saanich–Gulf Islands, there’s barely a more
beautiful place in the world. You could never
call it a sacrifice—it’s just distance from my
Dad, who’s 84, that sort of thing. But distance
ELIZABETH MAY, please turn to page 4

locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—Across from the Hospital

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

good reading, great coffee — it’s time to get SERIOUS!

Campbell River—Island Highway near Larwood Rd

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza
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0514
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1959

11.2
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3.9
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0011
0801
1555
2017
0051
0847
1648
2129

13.8
3.6
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11.8
13.5
3.3
13.8
11.8

4.2
1.1
4.0
3.6
4.1
1.0
4.2
3.6
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FR

0139
0559
1302
2022

10.5
12.5
3.6
14.8

3.2
3.8
1.1
4.5

11
SA

0220
0647
1333
2045

9.8
11.8
4.3
14.8

3.0
3.6
1.3
4.5

0135
0931
1730
2223

13.1
3.0
14.4
11.8

4.0
0.9
4.4
3.6

12
SU

0303
0742
1405
2108

9.2
11.5
5.6
14.8

2.8
3.5
1.7
4.5

0221
1012
1805
2306
0307
1050
1837
2344
0350
1126
1906

13.1
2.6
14.4
11.8
13.1
2.6
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13.1
2.6
14.8

4.0
0.8
4.4
3.6
4.0
0.8
4.4
3.6
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MO

0348
0847
1440
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8.2
10.8
6.6
14.4

2.5
3.3
2.0
4.4

14
TU

0433
1007
1520
2200

7.2
10.8
8.2
14.4

2.2
3.3
2.5
4.4

15
WE

0520
1148
1609
2231

6.2
10.8
9.5
14.4

1.9
3.3
2.9
4.4
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Court challenge to pecking order of local zoning versus PMFL
A Galiano Island owner of forestlands has commenced a lawsuit
in the Supreme Court of BC in an effort to obtain a building
permit to construct a residence on the Island. While a residence
is a permitted use upon rezoning under several local land use
bylaw options, the owner has chosen to seek an Order requiring
the CRD to issue a permit pursuant to the provisions of the
Private Managed Forest Land Act.
The building permit application was made under the PMFL
Act but was refused by the CRD (building permit authority) on
the basis that the land in question was in Galiano’s F1 zone which
does not permit construction of a residence.
It is the practice of the CRD to check local land use bylaws
before issuing a building permit. In this case the Islands Trust
informed the CRD that the land in question was not in a zone
that allowed a residence. The applicant was informed of the and,
among other submissions, says this is an improper delegation of
authority by the CRD to the Islands Trust.
The Residents & Owners Association of Galiano (ROAG) was
granted intervener status in the action over the strenuous
objections of the petitioner’s lawyer. While the petitioner
submitted that the application for a building permit under the
PMFL Act only affected one owner and was none of the of
community’s business, the judge recognized the ramifications if
such an Order was granted. Intervener status allows the
Association to make submissions at the court hearing respecting
the impact upon the community of any Order made.
One of the Orders sought is that a residence is an outright use
permitted under the PMFL Act. In an affidavit filed by the ROAG
it was demonstrated that the effect of such an Order would be to
FERRIES, from page 1
In 2003, the newly elected BCLiberal government
immediately sold the fast ferries for far less than they were
worth, and then blamed the NDP for a ‘loss’ of $500 million. No
effort was made to utilize them, and today they are still tied up
on the North Vancouver waterfront, awaiting someone with
imagination.
The government then created an undercapitalized new
‘private’ company, contracted with it to provide the ferry services
at a fixed annual ‘fee’, and created the Ferry Commission to
review its fare increases, not from the customers’ point of view,
but to ensure that it made enough profit to enable it to borrow
money to rebuild the fleet. The new company was to be limited
to ‘aggregate borrowings’ of 85% of its capital.

The Debt
The fleet has now been largely rebuilt, and old ships are being
disposed of. The company has floated some $1,090 million in
long-term bonds, and borrowed $288 million from a German
bank to finance the building, in Germany, of the three new
Super-C class ferries and the Northern Expedition. The 2008/09
financial statements show that BCFS has now borrowed 83% of
its capital; it can now borrow only another $45 million before it
reaches the 85% limit.
Its total ‘aggregate borrowings’ are now $1,534 million;
annual interest payments have reached $50 million. Largely as a
result of increasing interest payments, the profit for 2008/09
was a mere $9 million, compared to $37 million for the previous
year, and $50 million for the year before that. Return on Equity,
which has a target of 13.6%, has sunk to 3%.
The conditions attached to the debt require that BCFS restrict
a large part of its working capital so that the lenders can be
assured that BCFS has enough reserves to make payments when
they come due. As a result, BCFS finished the year with only $12
million in unrestricted cash; since it has drawn $18 million from
a recently negotiated $156 million bank line of credit, the
company is effectively in overdraft.

Fares and Fuel Surcharges
AT FULFORD HARBOUR
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1.3
10.8
9.5

3.0
0.4
3.3
2.9

14
TU

0414
0943
1423
2131

5.2
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2.2
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7
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1.3
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3.0
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7.5
7.2
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WE
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This is despite continual increases in fares over the past six years.
In fact, according to figures provided by the Ferry Commission,
fares have risen to 138% of 2003 levels on the major routes, and
152% on the minor routes over the past six years. Some fares
have risen more, some less, but these are the fare ‘cap’ figures.
(The figures assume that fuel rebates will continue—an unlikely
circumstance.)
On top of whopping increases, customers have seen fuel
surcharges over the past year—extra charges to cover the
increasing cost of marine fuel. Fuel surcharges have been
extremely volatile—very high last summer, and quite low this
spring (resulting in the current fuel cost rebate on minor routes).
The surcharge is calculated to recover costs over and above the
budgeted price of fuel, and to insulate fares from the most
extreme variations; the company also, of course, hedges its fuel
contracts to try to contain the damage (BCFS states that it does
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• Homeowners
• Commercial

• Farm
• Bed & Breakfasts

SALT SPRING ISLAND:
Mike Garside • 250-537-5527

grant such outright use to all lands within the PMFL and to any
forestlands which owners, in the future, choose to place in the
PMFL. Local planning tools would be lost.
The hearing was set for June 16, 2009 in Victoria at which time
counsel appeared on behalf of the Galiano Local Trust Committee
asking that they be added as a party to the action. Being a party
permits much wider latitude of submissions than being an
intervener. This application was also opposed but was granted by
the Judge who held that the Islands Trust should have been named
a party in the first place, as it is their bylaws that are being tested.
The Galiano land use bylaws in question became law in 2000,
three years before the PMFL Act.
Since the passage of the PMFL Act in 2003 it has been widely
accepted that the PMFL Act and Regulations do not trump any
local land use bylaws unless amendments are made to them that
would have the effect of restricting a forest management activity.
In fact, Minister George Abbott wrote, in a December 18,
2004 letter which is now part of the case: ‘This prohibition as
clarified is intended to apply to the adoption of new bylaws and
should not invalidate bylaws that are already in place. We believe
that the PMFLA and Regulations do not have the effect of
overriding Galiano’s restriction on dwellings in the Forest Zone.’
So, despite the clear wording of Section 21 of the PMFL Act
that only future changes to local land use bylaws must not
restrict PMFL uses and the confirmation of that interpretation
by the Minster, a court challenge has been now made to this
position.
The hearing of the case is scheduled to be heard in the
Supreme Court of BC in Victoria on August 24 and 25. 0
not speculate beyond its needs, however). The company does not
release figures on what it is paying for fuel. However, the trend
over the longer term is inevitably up.

Traffic—None so Blind…
The 2008/09 report shows that traffic is down over 5% from the
previous year. In fact vehicle and passenger traffic is now less
than it was in 2003—the final year of the Crown corporation.
The company provides a long list of reasons for this: the
economy, weather, transportation costs, the value of the
Canadian dollar, global security, tourism levels, disposable
personal income, demographics and population growth.
Interestingly, increased fares is not included on this list; in
fact the Annual Report says BCFS is ‘uncertain’ of the effect of
fare increases on traffic volumes.
A 2004 bond issue prospectus stated that a 10% increase in
fares would result in a less than 7% decrease in demand, and so the
company could increase fares and still realize increased revenue.
The study of this was confined to major routes, however; the
prospectus said that minor routes would show less decrease in
demand, since minor route travelers had less choices and fewer of
their trips were ‘discretionary’. (In other words, as the company
has a monopoly, it can raise fares with less effect on traffic.)
Since that time, of course, cumulative increases have been far
greater than 10%, and more time has elapsed for customers to
make discretionary changes in their long-term travel habits.
It is also important to remember that traffic forecasts in 2003
predicted a 25% increase over 15 years, or at least 1% per year.
This is clearly not occurring.
The decline in traffic has had a devastating effect on profits,
of course. It is also worth noting that there have been a
significant decline in paid reservations and assured loading sales,
both clearly discretionary.

FACC calls for Lower Fares Through
Better Provincial Support
The Ferry Advisory Committee Chairs (FACC), commenting on
the report, furnished a proof of the significance of fares. They
noted that last December and January were a ‘bright spot for
coastal transportation,’ when the provincial government
allocated an extra $20 million to finance a temporary 33% fare
reduction for two months. While traffic was affected by severe
weather in December, traffic gains in January (not normally a
strong month for discretionary travel) were 2% for passengers
and 3% for vehicles. The FACC summed up, ‘In the longer term,
BCF needs more revenue, ferry users need lower fares, and the
BC government has shown that appropriate government backing
for ferries can do both.’ They called on the provincial government
to step up its investment in ferries in order to safeguard public
access to British Columbia’s coast.

Commentary
It’s obvious to 750,000 Island-dwellers on large and small
Island, that ferries are an essential part of the provincial highway
system.
For the government to have created a quasi-private,
underfunded, monopolistic corporation and then to have left it
to its own devices is irresponsible government.
We have now arrived at the worst-case model, anticipated in
the planning document which predicted the privatizated structure
would fail. The government must now intervene on behalf of
three-quarters of million Islanders—20% of BCs population. 0
Patrick Brown thanks Nellie Maxey for her analysis of ferry
figures. 0
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Imagining Prosperity Without Growth ~ Murray Dobbin

I

t’s ironic that homo sapiens, the big-brained and clever
species, can trace almost every tragedy and failing to one
generic cause: a failure of imagination.
We seem to be an idiot savant species—clever at so many
things; capable of greatness, creativity and sacrifice for others.
We can melding genius and love when we are at our best; and
greed and hate at our worst.
But whether it is the individual who fails to imagine the
consequences of punching someone in a bar or a whole society
(like California) which fails to imagine the consequences of
starving itself of the revenue needed to function, observers from
another world could easily conclude that we are terminally
stupid. Or, as John Ralston Saul puts it, an ‘unconscious
civilization’.
Those individuals and organizations who have fought off the
madness and ruin of neo-liberal policies for over twenty years
are now presented with the best possible time to present a vision
of what is possible.

‘Washington Consensus’ Exposed
Globalization is effectively dead. The economic policy that has
characterized the world for the past thirty years, the suicidal
policies of what was called the Washington Consensus, will never
return—at least not in its old form. The climate crisis, the
damage done to the real economies of the Global North, the
arrival of peak oil, the inevitable return of protectionism and
state intervention mean that we have left that era behind.
Not only has the corruption and ersatz wealth of financial
capitalism been exposed. The Chicago boys, the intellectual
storm-troopers of free-market think-tanks and the editorial
writers of Asper-media face an ideological crisis. The whole
edifice stands exposed as a pack of lies and deceptions created
for the sole purpose of enriching the already wealthy.
‘There is no alternative.’ Really? There bloody well better be
or we are all doomed.
‘Government is the problem, not the solution?’ The banks
and the CEOs of the transnationals who used to reveled in this
slogan would now disagree. And what about the cause of the evil
deficits—governments ‘spending like drunken sailors?’ Now Bay
Street believes that government isn’t nearly drunk enough.
The strident demand that we ‘run government like a business’
rings very hollow now. Just which bankrupt, crooked, reckless
business would that be?
The magnitude of the moral crisis of the political right is
staggering. The greed, dishonesty, hubris and psychopathic
disregard for the public good renders the whole business elite
utterly unfit to pronounce on anything—not even on the
economy, but certainly not democracy or how we run our
collective affairs.

Denial And Complacency In The Face
Of Opportunity
All of this should add up to the biggest opportunity in over a
generation for others to take the lead, to frame the issues in
terms of Canadians’ stated values and aspirations. This is our

opportunity. These two crises have arrived just in time to wake
us up, just in time for us to choose to save the planet and
ourselves from a truly grim future. Not just rising oceans and the
loss of coastal communities—but a nightmarish dystopia
characterized by global social unrest, the rise of fascism, mass
starvation and wars over energy and water.
But to date there is silence.
Most people—and this includes the majority of social and
political activists—are still acting as if this is just another
recession. We’ll just eat-out less and take a two-week vacation
instead of four until it blows over.
The concession to the moral crisis of climate change is to buy
a Prius and think we have made a difference. This is denial on a
gargantuan scale. If every gas-guzzler were replaced tomorrow
by a Prius we would still have ten times too many private cars on
the road.
In the US there is a growing movement to cut taxes—in a
country starved for social programs, with an education system
barely competing with Botswana’s and an almost unimaginable
debt counted in the tens of trillions of dollars. The US is headed
for the most catastrophic collapse of empire in human history.
Canada is not quite as delusional, but we are still a nation in
denial, determined to maintain an insane consumer culture, and
damn the consequences for ourselves and future generations.

Leadership Lacking
The current situation is not a normal crisis—it is a worldchanging shift that could go in any of several directions. It cannot
remain static and, without progressive leadership, it is certain to
go badly. But where is that leadership?
It is not coming from the traditional sources. Organized
labour is, understandably, preoccupied with saving threatened
industries. (No talk there of forcing the Big Three to focus their
massive infrastructure and technical know-how on mass transit.
And no government commitment to expand it.)
Social movement organizations are fighting the usual singleissue battles as if the context had not changed at all. The
environmental movement still resists the fact that dealing with
climate change without addressing social and economic
democracy is impossible.
And the political parties who should be providing a vision for
a better future are mired in tactical politics. Jack Layton
dismisses Michael Ignatieff’s musing about the need for future
tax increases as ‘old school’ and suggests that the solution is to
‘grow the economy.’
The planet will not survive ‘growing the economy.’ In its
current trajectory, our world is terminal with the cancer of
rampant consumerism metastasizing to every living system that
we need for survival. Sixty per cent of the world’s ecosystems are
currently degraded.
The stupendous ‘growth’ of the last twenty years has seen the
rich get filthy rich and the poor get poorer, with 20% of the global
population subsisting on 2% of the world’s resources. Canadian
families have rung up unprecedented debt trying to maintain a

SEAT SALE • ALL FLIGHTS
FROM JUNE 15

69
79

TO

middle-class consumer lifestyle that doesn’t even make them
happy.

A Cultural Revolution Needed
Buying a hybrid car isn’t going to cut it. Indeed nothing short of
a cultural revolution in the developed world has any chance of
saving the planet and humanity. How will we know that the
revolution is under way? When there is a movement not to cut
taxes but to ban advertising. When there is a massive call for
taxing wealth so that no individual can take more than, say,
$100,000 a year out of our collective wealth. When mandatory
Sunday closing returns and families spend time together outside
the shopping mall. When there is no more talk of ending poverty
and homelessness, because it will have disappeared. When we
willingly—no, eagerly—pay half our income in taxes so that we
can have the things we actually say we want as a community.
The Left needs to, once again, become the source of Big Ideas.
Our defensive politics of the last 25-years has dulled our
imaginations to the point of stagnation. We are leading from
behind. So-called ordinary Canadians are desperate for a vision
of the future they can grasp on to and believe is possible. We have
given them more of the same: the politics of despair, telling
struggling working people that things are actually worse than
they already think they are.
We are obsessed with ‘stimulating’ the economy. Instead we
need to have a national conversation about starving the beast.
Capitalism must grow to survive and no matter how we tweak
this perverse system, growth will ensure its continued social and
environmental destruction. Growing the economy in the face of
this crisis is madness: doing the same thing over and over again
and expecting different results.

Prosperity Without Growth
Fortunately there are people thinking about alternatives under
the umbrella notion of ‘prosperity without growth.’ The British
government has put together a whole website full of ideas and
debates about what this might look like. A project of the
Sustainable Development Commission, it suggests that creating
conditions for people to flourish ‘include tackling systemic
inequality and removing incentives for unproductive status
competition; sharing available work and improving work-life
balance and reversing the culture of consumerism; building a
sustainable macro-economy which is no longer structurally
reliant on increasing consumption.’
In Canada there is the just-started, three year Climate Justice
Project of the BC office of the CCPA. It promises to engage in
groundbreaking research on climate change but through the lens
of social justice.
There are others, as well. In Paris last year the Economic DeGrowth For Ecological Sustainability And Social Equity
Conference came up with a Declaration about the world of the
future. Among its many articles, two stand out as characterizing
the kind of thinking that must start spreading. Degrowth in the
NEW IDEAS, please turn to page 8
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Editorial: Welcome to New Saanich Readers

F

olks in North Saanich who regularly read Island Tides will
be surprised to find it in their mailboxes this time. As we
have important news for the riding we thought it a good
time to introduce more Saanich Peninsula people to our regional
newspaper. We hope you enjoy the interview with Elizabeth May
(which starts on page 1 and continues below these editorials). I
certainly enjoyed interviewing her.
We also hope you enjoy the mix of stories from the coast and
the unique provincial and national coverage that comprises
Island Tides. We hope you enjoy it enough to want to come back
for more.
Our budget won’t stretch to delivery to every household every
edition—there’s 11,500 households in North Saanich! (Look at
the whopping circulation numbers in the masthead to the left.)
But there are several ways to continue reading. You can pick up
Island Tides at our locations in Sidney: at Thrifty Foods, Fairway

Market, Starbucks, Coast Capital Savings, Serious Coffee, and at
Canoe Cove Marina. Or you can read our nespaper online at
www.islandtides.com, in a format that looks like a newspaper —
we can even send you an email reminder when each new edition
is published online, just ask us.
You can of course buy a an addressed subscription (see left).
But if you pick up your newspaper from one of our boxes or read
online, and send us the ‘voluntary subscription’ a great deal more
of your money goes to helping to provide all this great news,
rather than straight to Canada Post. (For details, see our ad,
bottom of page 6).
By the way, you can tell it’s summer, our usual lively,
thoughful letters are missing from this page. They are an
important part of the paper and something that readers look for
and enjoy. So, despite the gardening, the beach and the vistors,
keep them coming!
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T

here is a widely held suspicion that the loss of the 20012005 cabinet emails was not the result of carelessness.
Whether the destruction of cabinet email records from
2001 to 2005 is accidental or deliberate, Premier Campbell must
have realized by now that he has lost his only chance to prove his
innocence in the sale of BC Rail to CN. The BC Rail deal, by the
way, is not yet completed, there is one last chance to take back
BC’s railway next month, see below.
The Basi-Virk trial may have been derailed by the loss of
evidence but, paradoxically, the circumstances of the related BC
Rail deal are now squarely on the premier’s shoulders. There can
now be no escaping the credibility of allegations made about the
deal: that the decision to sell BC Rail to CN was made even while
Campbell was saying he would not sell; the bidding process was
a charade; and that the price CN paid was much less than BC Rail
was worth (particularly considering their use of the tax credits).
These allegations are consistent with claims made in the BasiVirk trial by the accused, Dave Basi, Bob Virk, and Aneal Basi,
that their actions in relation to the BC Rail deal were at the behest
of their political masters.
Particularly ironic is the claim by the government that they
unfortunately could not comment on anything remotely
connected with the case, while at the same time they failed to
safeguard or produce the evidence.

Contempt For The Courts
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It will also surely not have escaped the Premier that, in the
absence of the evidence, that the charges against Basi, Virk, and
Basi may not stand, and the trial may have to be abandoned.
The court has been in session for over one hundred days at
immense cost to British Columbians, not to mention the private
financial and personal costs to the defendants.
ELIZABETH MAY from page 1
can be overcome and lots of people are not lucky enough to be
living next door to their parents, so that’s just how it is.
In the last election the Green Party’s focus was to do better
everywhere. In the party—it’s not a bunch of backroom boys, it’s
a grass roots party, it’s a federally elected council and campaign
committee— the decision has been made that in the next election
campaign our top priority is to target, focus, and win a seat for
the Leader in the House of Commons and then, from there, other
changes can come in other years.
The party wants to find the greenest riding. Not that it has the
highest number of Green Party members—but the riding that
has the highest commitment overall to the values of the Greens.
It wouldn’t be just based in previous voting results because,
based on previous voting results, my riding in Central Nova was
the best result for Greens in any first-past-the post country
anywhere in the world; we had 32% of the vote. That’s why we
have been polling certain ridings.
In the next election we need a parliamentary breakthrough.
There’s likely be another minority government regardless of
whether it’s a minority with Michael Ignatieff as prime minister
or a minority with Stephen Harper as prime minister. Greens
would represent: a better way to handle the recession, a quicker
path to more jobs, responsibility to future generations through
action on the climate crisis—all of those things.
And not only that, the way in which we raise the issues would
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BC Rail Deal Must Be Disclosed
Repossession on July 14?
In light of this destruction of evidence, it is important that the BC
Rail Privatization and Revitalization Agreements, which have
never been be made public, are made public at once. This will
simply require a person or group to apply for a Supreme Court
injunction to stop the completion of the deal on its fifth
anniversary.
The deal is possibly still reversible. And an injunction would
bring it to a grinding halt, creating time to examine the deal
properly, with whatever evidence remains. A public inquiry
would be fully justified.
However, time is of the essence as the fifth anniversary of the
deal falls on July 14 and it is thought that two highly significant
parts of the Agreements come into play on that date. The
province may exercise a right of repossession option on that date.
(If grounds for repossession by the Province are required, the
failure of CN to provide 600 new railcars might serve.) In the
absence of repossession, BC Rail’s waterfront lands from North
Vancouver to Squamish will pass to CN for one dollar and the
deal is complete.
In this mess, BC has lost more than a railway—its government
has clearly lost respect for the courts and for citizens, making of
a mockery of justice and democracy in BC. 0

be different; more respectful and focussed on the issues. My role
in the House of Commons, among others, will be to improve
decorum, to tone down the aggressive partisanship, the bellicose
blustering, and be respectful and get people on all sides of the
house to work together.
And, of course, the climate change crisis looms large in my
mind. We can’t afford to keep going along as though decisions
about whether our children survive can be put off to another day.
Christa G-W: Central Nova has a suburban-rural split.
Saanich-Gulf Islands has a suburban-rural split plus a
split between a high development area and one under a
‘preserve and protect’ mandate? How do you feel you
could unite the riding?
Elizabeth M: Central Nova is actually quite similar to
Saanich–Gulf Islands communities: dependence on fisheries, a
lot of seasonal employment, very little heavy industry. What I
look at in uniting an area and what appeals to me—and there are
a couple of the other ridings we are looking at that are also
primarily rural—is that the perspective of people outside major
urban areas is getting lost in some of the other parties. Other
party leaders are all from urban centres: Stephen Harper is from
Calgary, Michael Ignatieff is Toronto, Jack Layton is Toronto,
Gilles Duceppe, of course, is Montreal.
That said, there are common values that unite all of Canada.
There’s not that much difference between downtown Toronto
and Cape Breton Island—to me there’s some common values
that transcend the cultural differences which are obvious. We
don’t pay enough attention to that. We have allowed the politics
of division to triumph too long in this country. We have got to
maintain that we are one Canada and as Canadian we have more
ELIZABETH MAY, please turn to page 8

Summertime...

Your Island’s Concrete Solution

We trust that it will also not have escaped the Court that the
failure of the government to safeguard records which they knew
could be relevant to the action before the courts represents a level
of contempt unprecedented by any Canadian government.
We wonder what secret could be worse than risking contempt
of court for destroying evidence?
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‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT: $31.50, With image $36.75 (max 50 words) • MULTI-VENUE: $42, With image $47.25 (max 70 words)
Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

Now thru July 15

Friday, July 10

Saturday, July 18

Permaculture Design Certification Course Registration
—three week intensive course (Aug 31- Sept
20); 145 hours of lecture/discussion and
hands-on
experiential
learning
in
Permaculture,
methods
of
organic
agriculture, sustainable energy systems, ecoforestry, herbology and self-sustaining
systems for land stewardship and urban
living • The Blue Raven Farm • Fee: $2150 ($2000 Non-res) • Info:
theblueraven@shaw.ca, 250-537-0866 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Launching Planet Salt Spring with Arthur Black—share a
laugh with three-time Leacock Medal winner and bestselling
author Arthur Black during the launch of his new audiobook
Planet Salt Spring • Artspring-Island Arts Centre, 100 Jackson
Avenue • 7–9pm • FREE • Info: Salt Spring Books at 250-5372812, email Berglind@harbourpublishing.com • ON SALT
SPRING ISLAND

Orca Day—Presentations by Centre for Whale Research, Killer
Whale Tales and Soundwatch; music by Ptarmigan Music Society;
kids activities; picnic at 5:30pm • Thieves Bay • 3pm–7pm • Info:
Parks Canada 250-629-6137 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, July 4
The Legendary Dick Dale & Band—the
‘King of Surf Guitar’, a pioneer of surf rock
and one of the most influential guitarists in
the early 1960s; the first to have more than
one record on the Top Ten charts at one time,
and five songs from a single album on the
charts at once • Artspring Theatre, 100
Jackson Ave • 8pm • Tickets: $27.50 Advance
+ s/c at Artspring 250-537-2102 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, July 4
‘We’re All In This Together’—join July’s
featured artists: photographer Ani Feuermann,
sculptor Stan Oglov and painter Judith Walker as
they present their new work • Red Tree Gallery,
Hope Bay • 10am-4pm • 250-629-6800
www.redtreegallery.ca • ON PENDER ISLAND

Mon to Thurs, July 6–9 & 13–16
Hands-on Growing Skills—Elderfield Farm presents a four
day course in basic backyard
farming skills, animal care,
gardening, and living off the grid;
JULY 6-9: adult program (age 16
and over) ; JULY 13-16: family
program (age 10 and over) • Info
and to register www.elderfieldfarm.com • ON HORNBY ISLAND

Tuesday, July 7
Elizabeth May Book Signing—Losing Confidence: Power,
Politics, and the Crisis in Canadian Democracy—‘Her knowledge
of history, of parliament, of how things are done in Ottawa,
together with her devotion to representative democracy, the
environment, and social justice give her a unique viewpoint. Her
ability to tell a great story helps too; this is a very good read.’—
Island Tides • Talisman Books, Driftwood Centre • 2pm • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Thursday, July 9
Concert with David Simard Danielle LP and O'mally—a
mixture of folk, old time and rock on guitars, banjo's, mandolins
and glockenspiels • ‘Music on the Ridge,’ 9805 Spalding Road •
7pm • $10 • Info: 250-858-2038 • ON SOUTH PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, July 11
Pender Film Group Screenings— Gran Torino—starring and
directed by ClintEastwood; disgruntled Korean War vet sets out ot
reform his neighbour, a young Hmong teenager who tried to steal
his 1972 Gran Torino • 7:30pm • Community Hall • Admission by
donation • Info: www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, July 11
Saint Mary Magdalene Church ‘Medieval Faire’—a
traditional Church Fair since 1989, complete with children’s
games, medieval lunch, music, fun for the whole family • St Mary
Magdalene Church Grounds, Miners Bay • 10:30am–3pm •
Admission free • Info: Pat Gasston 250 539-5519 • ON MAYNE
ISLAND

Sunday, July 12
It’s About Time™ Workshop—time is your most
precious resource; invest wisely; full day workshop
combining coaching, yoga/meditation and modern
methodologies/technologies • Pre-registration only; use
code SALTSPRING to save $52 • Info:
www.coachinglife.caor call toll free 1-877-786-3222 • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

Thursday, July 16
Alan Gerber’s Outdoor Boogie-woogie—eccentric
entertainer, Chicago blues man in performance on the
ArtSpring patio; boogie-woogie, blues and gospel.•
AprSpring, 100 Jackson Avenue • 7:30pm • Tickets: $12, $5
youth & EyeGo, 250-537-2102 or at the door • ON SALT
SPRING ISLAND

Thurs, Fri & Sat July 16, 17 & 18
ArtSpring Treasure Fair—lots of great items available at the
Silent Auction, Live Auction, Cash 'n Carry Room & Community
Flea Market • ArtSpring, 100 Jackson Avenue, Ganges • Tickets:
free but reserve 250-537-2102, toll-free 866-537-2102,
www.artspring.ca • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Thursday thru Sunday, July 16 to 19
Denman Island Readers and Writers Festival—mainstage
events, themed readings and intimate solo sessions; workshop
space still available; featuring Afua Cooper, Deborah Campbell,
William Deverell, Sarah Dunant, Steven Galloway, Heidi Greco,
Jack Hodgins, Gabor Mate, Mary Novik, Matt Rader, Harold
Rhenisch, Eden Robinson, and now confirming Ronald Wright;
moderated by Mark Forsythe • Info: 250-335-2576
www.denmanislandreadersandwritersfestival.com
•
ON
DENMAN ISLAND

Thursday, July 9

Friday, July 17

Saanich Gulf Islands Green Party Electoral District
Association AGM—guest speaker Elizabeth May; free shuttle
bus for ferry foot passengers see ad page 10 • St John’s United
Church Hall, 10990 West Saanich Road • Refreshments 5pm,,
AGM 6pm, speaker 7pm, meeting adjourns at 8:30pm • Info: Rob
Hines 778-689-6666 • IN NORTH SAANICH

Vishten—Acadian band from Prince Edward Island recreates a traditional
down-east ‘kitchen party’ with French, Irish and
Scottish style, fiery fiddling and step dancing •
ArtSpring, 100 Jackson Avenue • 8pm • Tickets: $18,
$5 youth & EyeGo, 250-537-2102 or at the door • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, July 18
Bard to Broadway’s Fourth Annual Garden & Home
Tour—includes 14 never before seen, spectacular gardens and
stunning homes from Nanoose Bay to Qualicum Beach • 10am4pm • Tickets: $26.50, toll free 1-877-752-6813 or online
www.b2btheatre.com • ON VANCOUVER ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, July 18 & 19
13th Annual Art Off the Fence—informal art show and sale;
twelve artists’ work, paintings, drawings, folk art, sculpture; live
music on the grounds • Whalepointe, 9929 Southlands Drive •
11am-4pm • Info: 250-629-6661 • ON SOUTH PENDER ISLAND

Sat, Jul 25, Sun, Aug 16 & Thurs, Oct 1
EcoReality Sustainable Living Education Series—SAT,
JULY 25: Paula Baker-Laporte: ‘Myths of
Modern Building,’ petrochemical versus
‘building biology’ from environmentallysound architect and co-founder of EcoNest •
2172 Fulford-Ganges Road • 7:30pm: •
Admission by donation, $5-$15 suggested;
SUN, AUG 16: Eco-Living Tour: self-guided tour of Salt Spring
eco-living sites; THUR, OCT 1: Starhawk: ‘Making The Transition’
via relocalization and Permaculture • 7:30pm • Tickets: $25
advance, $30 at door • Info: Jan Steinman, 250-653-2024,
Info@EcoReality.org, www.EcoReality.org • FULFORD
HARBOUR, SALT SPRING ISLAND

Friday, July 31
Fred Eaglesmith and Band—(opening with
The Ginn Sisters), for all ‘Fred Heads,’ Mayne
Island Music Society is proud to present Eaglesmith
performing songs from his new CD Tinderbox;
‘Imagine a duet record from Tom Waits and Woody
Guthrie, if you’re missing out on Eaglesmith, you’re
really missing out’—The New Yorker • Agricultural
Hall Grounds • 7pm • Tickets: $15 advance at
Happy Tides, $18 at the door, children under 12
free, students half price • ON MAYNE ISLAND

Fri thru Mon, July 31–August 3
Filberg Festival—27th celebration of
excellence in Canadian art, craft, and music;
up to 140 artisans and four days of
entertainment on two stages, plus dedicated
Kids Area • Tickets: Daily Admission at the
gate $15, Advance tickets $14 at all Thrifty
Food stores, $30 Advance three day passes at selected locations
and online, ages 12 and under free • Info: www.filbergfestival.com
250- 334-9242 • IN COMOX

Saturday, August 8
Galiano Wine Festival—enjoy wines
from up-and-coming local producers and
around the world; local cheese to taste and
purchase; music by Brad Prevedoros; 50/50 draw, silent auction,
refreshments, souvenir crystal wine glass; annual fundraising
event for the Galiano Health Centre • 1–4pm • Tickets: $30 at the
door or Jacques Roy 250-539-5976 or email jacques_roy@telus.net •
Info: www.galianowinefestival.com • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Good Life Gardening ~ Brian Crumblehulme
The Lord spake unto the bee, saying provide
thee houses in the mountains, and in the trees,
and of those materials that men build for thee.
Then eat of every kind of fruit, and fly in the
beaten pathways.
—Koran
This year may have been hard to raise small plants but the signs
are it will be a really good fruit year. There are many more bees
this year and they seemed to have heeded the injunction to fly
forth. Apple and plum trees are loaded this season and the
branches are beginning to bend under the weight so a few days
ago I propped up many of these branches with lightweight poles
secured with electrical tape. I also took the opportunity to tie on
bags of mothballs to discourage any night cruising deer and
raccoon. For small and juvenile trees it is also a good idea to thin
out the fruit or you may get a crop of very small apples. This is
common practice with grapes and small trees will be weakened
if they have to carry a superabundant crop.
One day many years ago, I was intrigued by an article in the
Ontario publication Harrowsmith, wherein the author waxed
lyrical about the abundance of nature on his small farm. In late
June after sowing and planting his seasonal crops this farmer in
a fit of exuberance ploughed up a strip of field and scattered
miscellaneous seeds like a proverbial patriarch. He did not
return to that patch again until September when to his delight,
the ground was blessed with ripe peas, beans, pumpkin and

squash enough for a neighbourhood. There was in addition a fine
collection of annual rye, buttercup, vetch, clover and other
assorted natives all thriving and growing happily side by side
with his select vegetables. Soon after in an equally impulsive fit
of madness I repeated the experiment; the damp ground was
ploughed and seeded and though I searched diligently many
times that summer I did not discover so much as a cotyledon
even wanting to become a squash, much less the mature plant
itself. Which is a round about way of saying this is not southern
Ontario, this is the arid zone of BC and unless you are a
precocious broom seed, you will not germinate this side of
October after the second rain.
As I write we are into the forth week of hot dry weather that
is characteristic of some summers in the Islands. The ground is
dry and dusty, the forest is fragrant and fragile, and sun is too
hot. All the larger native plants are green and prolific. The lesser
flora have finished flowering for the season and are rapidly
curling into the ground until fall when once again they will
flourish. All that is except the introduced species I have planted
in an annual determination to recreate Eden on the rocks.
Although not always possible, I still try to plant trees and

bushes in the fall when the ground is damp and they have six
months for the roots to grow before the dry season. Last
November I did plant a dozen or so fruit trees, and now even
after an extended winter all but one are growing like weeds with
masses of strong new growth. Then in April, Mary and I received
a gift of one more tree similar in size and age to the ones planted
earlier. That tree is handsome and green but lacks any of the
vigour and growth of its cousins down the row. That four-month
delay in planting has set the tree back by a whole year.
The challenge as always are the summer annuals, veggies and
salads. Shallow-rooted and fast-growing they respond to the
heat by wilting no matter how much water you pour on the
ground. This is when the watering can and a walk around help
immeasurably. I am a great believer in getting to know each
plant in the garden, learn its likes & dislikes, its growth
characteristics, and its personality (or is it plantality?) This is not
a good year for spinach or even parsley as they like cool weather.
The peas and beans are doing okay though and the potatoes have
been planted deep enough to escape the heat. I am
experimenting again this year since I have a new second garden.
GARDENING, please turn to page 9
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Photo: Centre For Whale Research

The whale show is a regular early evening event at Pender’s Thieves Bay Marina. However this was a particularly
spectacular moment.

It takes a pod to raise an orca ~ Mike Wiley
The first time this prairie boy saw a pod of orcas I knew little
about them. They were big and powerful, and I guessed that if
they were not at the top of their food chain, I did not want to meet
whatever was at the top. I probably couldn’t have defined
‘matriarchal,’ didn’t know about pods, and never guessed that
anyone can actually tell one orca from another.
I bought a book on the Southern Resident Community of
Orcas and started googling like mad. The more I learned the
more I was in awe. In awe of the orcas, but I was also mightily
impressed by the researchers. The primary source of data on the
three pods (designated J, K, and L) that make up the Southern
Residents, is the research done over the last 33 years by Ken
Balcomb and his associates at the Center for Whale Research
(CWR) on San Juan Island.
A passion for orcas and the desire to purchase a hydrophone
(an underwater microphone used to listen to and/or record
whale vocalizations) eventually lead Penderite, Lisa Moorby, to
contact Ken Balcomb and CWR. One thing led to another and
now Moorby has added Center for Whale Research website
designer and manager to her list of responsibilities. The website
is excellent, featuring orca vocalizations, and showing not only

spectacular whale photos gathered by Balcomb and his
associates, but also charts done by Moorby showing the various
family connections of all the whales in each pod.
Now I understand matriarchy! Each pod consists of a lead
female and all pod members are descended from or related to
her—sons, daughter, nieces, nephews, grandchildren and so on.
‘It takes a village to raise a child’ is a relatively new catch
phrase. Thanks to the research done by CWR, we know that
orcas have been living that way for millennia.
The pod members co-exist without battles and disharmony.
All offspring born into the pod remain with that pod throughout
their lives. Breeding-age males do leave temporarily to mate with
females from another pod but return to their own pod after
mating. All the members of the pod, male, female, young and old,
share in the responsibility of tending, teaching and raising the
younger pod members.
Although they have no natural predators, orcas are
endangered as their food stock diminishes and man continues to
pollute their habitat with chemicals and noise.
If you want to learn more, check out Pender’s Orca Day on
Saturday, July 18, see ‘What’s On, next page for details. 0
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Voluntary Subscription? Keep
meaning to send it in? Help keep
all this great news coming!

Did something in this edition:

• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?

If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island mailbox
or if you pick it up from one of our yellow free boxes
located across the Strait of Georgia and from Victoria to
Nanaimo, or if you read online, you can show your
support and appreciation by mailing a voluntary
subscription of ($25 + $1.25 gst) $26.25 to: Box
55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0 (Or call us with
your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!

And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you
who have given subscriptions. And keep those lovely
letters coming. We paste them all in our scrapbooks!

Brian Crumblehulme
The world is changing. The weather is becoming hazardous, food
supplies will be interrupted, basic services are being stretched to
the limit, the economy is on a roller coaster, and—ohmygod the
sky is falling.
Well not quite but it’s as well to carry an umbrella and that is
exactly what a group of intrepid Mayne Islanders are planning to
help with. The Island Sustainability Initiative Committee that
produces Island Tides ‘Good Life’ articles and who have
organized seven 100-Kilometer Banquet Dinners will host an
inter-Islands ‘Good Life Festival’ on Saturday and Sunday,
September 26 and 27, on Mayne Island. It is a forum for the
sharing of ideas to promote and enhance a rural Island lifestyle
of our own choosing during a time of change and transition.
On the Saturday, three panels of experts will discuss and
exchange ideas on growing food, housing and energy, and
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A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.

Pioneer 1,673 sq. ft.
• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct.
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly.
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.

Russ Anderson

R. Anderson Technical Services
Duncan, BC
Phone: 250 720-6000

Brian Haller
Mayne Island
250-539-2847

View over 100 plans at: www.nelson-homes.com

personal transport. On Saturday evening, guests are
invited to attend a 10-Kilometer Community Dinner,
and on Sunday a series of demonstrations will display what
it takes to live well and live locally. Winter produce gardens, an
organic farm, solar heating, water collection, electric vehicles,
and power-assisted bicycles are just the beginning. Confirmed
guest speakers include: Ann and Gord Baird, creators of the EcoHouse; and Carolyn Herriot, owner of The Garden Path Garden
Centre and author of A Year on the Garden Path–52 Weeks of
Organic Gardening and The Zero Mile Diet.
If you live on an island or anywhere within the wash of the
Salish Sea, you are invited to come to this exciting weekend. If
you have questions, ideas or more information contact me at
briary2@telus.net or Peter Judd at input@sustainmayne.org.

Enjoy The Thrill & The Bargain Price
For over 28 years Seair has been flying over BC waters. Their
recent addition of four new purpose-built Cessna Caravan
seaplanes brings the fleet to 10 floatplanes. At 190MPH, the
Caravans are the fastest single-engine floatplanes on the coast,
capable of hauling 9 passengers with up to 900 lbs of cargo.
Seair’s president Peter Clarke adds ‘Our passengers love the
Caravans because they are faster, quieter and roomier.’
‘What better way to celebrate a new plane than offering a 20%
off seat sale,’ he says. ‘Our customers have been fantastic, and
this is our way of saying ‘Thank You’!’ Till July 12, all Seair routes
have had their prices slashed with absolutely no restrictions! All
seats on all scheduled flights to Southern Gulf Islands, Salt
RTI, please turn next page

Independent Dental Hygiene in a relaxed setting
Registered Dental Hygienists offering:
• scaling • root planing • polishing
• whitening • gum disease therapy
Celebrating 7 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

250-655-4884
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Gabriola Hummmingbird
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Spring Island and Nanaimo are included in the seat sale (see ad
page 3).
Regulars who buy pre-paid books of tickets from now to July
12 are also included in the seat sale ‘thank you’—a super savings
boost that could last well into the fall.
Service is a key component at the friendly airline. ‘We get
compliments on our service almost daily. It’s nice to hear that
things we do every day matters so much to people’ Clarke
comments. ‘People tell us that free parking, the handy shuttle
service to Vancouver International,
help with baggage and deplaning—
even advice about which lure has
been lucky during a charter flight to a
fishing lodge—is much appreciated.’
‘In fact,’ he adds, ‘chartering is
how Seair got its start, and still
remains a big part of the business.
Chartering groups for the forest
industry, fishing resorts, the movie
industry or for sight-seeing, we do it
all.’
Perhaps this is a great summer to
get out of that ferry line-up and try the
thrill of the birds-eye view of those places you love, as well as the
speed and convenience of being there in next to no time. Visit
www.seairseaplanes.com to see the schedule and pick your
flight.

Zula to Istanbul
After almost 10 years of presenting avant-garde jazz and new
music to Vancouver and the islands of the westcoast, Gabriola’s
Cem Zafir is headed back to his home. Returning to Turkey
where his father and many childhood friends live is Zafir’s next
big personal production. Whether it is a short term or long term
venture remains to be seen but the westcoast of Canada will miss
‘Zula Presents’ and the wide variety of musicians in its repertoire.
If you’re ever in Istanbul, you may run into Cem at a Zula
presentation.

Galiano Emergency Support Services
Showcased ~ Ken Morisette
What would you and your family do if an forest fire threatened
your home? What can you do; what help is available in the case
of a major medical emergency? How long could your family
survive a lengthy winter power outage? If in the middle of the
night there is a fire in your home, can everyone get out safely?
What can you do to prevent hypothermia, dehydration?
Can you answer these questions? More important, are you
satisfied with your answers?
If you live on Galiano or can visit, you can get help with the
answers and have some fun on Sunday, July 19 at the Galiano
Emergency Support Services’ Open House at the Lions Hall.
(The Lions Hall is our Disaster Reception Centre in the event of
a large-scale emergency.)

The event is free, and you could even win a door-prize of a 3day emergency survival kit, a smoke alarm, or a wind-up
portable radio/flashlight. There will be refreshments, displays,
videos, prizes, hand-outs, and interesting people bragging about
disasters and rescues, and almost-disasters and almost-rescues,
and how they almost became heroes—or not.
You may meet your Neighbourhood Leaders who would
contact you to warn you of an impending disaster and issue an
Evacuation Alert notice if necessary. Or find out what emergency
support services are available to you—
shelter, food, clothing—and how to get
help when you need it. Or learn about
your neighbourhood evacuation plan—
what if evacuation by water is necessary?
On display will be a 3-day emergency
kit, a typical 3-day emergency food
supply, a evacuation ‘Grab-and-Go’ bag,
and other household emergency
equipment.
Videos will show how to cope with an
earthquake, disaster preparation, and
evacuation. The experts will be there to
answer your questions: both North and
South Galiano Fire Departments, our Ambulance Service,
RCMP, and Emergency Support Service volunteers.
You will also get some insight into how Galiano’s people and
resources come together to deal with major disasters—as they
did in the big fire of 2006. Galiano Island is not just the little
island that could—it’s the little island that did! And did it
exceptionally well.

Two Photo Contests
Galiano Chamber of Commerce’s photo contest is now officially
off the ground (see www.galianoisland.com for the details) and a
second photo contest is launched.
Georgia Strait Alliance (GSA) also wants to see your best
shots. This time, photos of the Strait of Georgia! ‘We want to give
people a chance to capture the natural splendour and
uniqueness of the Strait,’ says contest organizer Elgin McLaren.
‘We know it’s hard in this economy to travel far and wide, but
that doesn’t mean we can’t still go exploring locally.’
Applicants are also encouraged (but not required) to submit
a short write-up about their photographs. ‘Through these stories
we hope to learn more about the connections that those of us
lucky enough to live here have with the Strait,’ says Elgin.
While enjoying yourself at the beach and lining up the perfect
shot, don’t forget the impact you may be having on the
environment. Tread lightly, follow marked paths to the beach
and handle sealife gently. For more guidelines for beach walkers
and for contest details visit www.georgiastrait.org.
Formed in 1990, Georgia Strait Alliance is the only citizen’s
group focused on protecting the marine environment in and
around the whole Strait of Georgia—the region in which most
British Columbians live, work and play. 0
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Airport a little greener
Evergreen Technologies of Vancouver has installed the first solar
wind turbine lighting system in an airport. In fact, the off-grid
hybrid installation, now supplying power to light a pumping
station at Vancouver International Airport (YVR), is the first
installation of its kind at an airport in Canada.
Evergreen Technologies completed the lighting system in
collaboration with Vancouver Airport Authority and Nav
Canada. The project consists of an Innoair1000 wind turbine
and an InnoPV photovoltaic panel, which together are expected
to generate approximately 2,000kW-hrs of energy annually.
‘This project results in the reduction of 1.8 tons of greenhouse
gas emissions annually,’ says Evergreen Technologies’ Michael
McLennan.
The project is aimed at increasing public awareness and
acceptance for renewable energy sources. The use of wind power
not only has high environmental value, but also has the potential
to reduce an airport’s reliance on the power grid. The project also
fits within the mandate of the BC Energy Plan, which lays out an

ambitious target to acquire 50% of BC Hydro’s incremental
resource needs through conservation by 2020.
‘We are always looking for innovative ways to reduce the
impact of airport operations on our environment,’ said Toni
Frisby, Manager, Environment, Vancouver Airport Authority.
‘This solar wind turbine system, which allows for continuous offgrid power supply to illuminate a pumping station at the airport,
is a great example of an innovation that has both environmental
and operational benefits.’
Power generated at the lamp standard, which is visible from
the Canada Line and Grant McConachie Way, is being
monitored through a software program that records all energy
production. Based on the data obtained, other opportunities for
similar installations will be explored. Future projects may
include larger, five to 10kW wind turbines and will also be
designed to create public awareness and acceptance for
renewable energy sources. 0

Court costs in Komas Bluffs case settled
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The Fishery Afloat

12:15-4pm: Miners Bay, Mayne
9:30am-12:30pm: Hope Bay, Pender

BC’s best wild-only salmon,
live local crab, fresh halibut, 1-4pm: Montague Marina, Galiano
canned salmon & tuna, &
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LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Stephen
Paul Roberts and Harvey Lau,
of Saltspring Island, BC intend
to make application to the
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for a 10 year
License of Occupation for
Residential-Private Moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
Land located in the vicinity of
Stuart Channel.

Take notice that Paul
Williamson, Katherine Patricia
Young and Marlo Joy Purcell of
Pender Island, BC intend to
make application to the
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for a Specific
Permission for
Private
Residential Moorage situated
on Provincial Crown Land
located in the vicinity of Ainslie
Point,
Bedwell
Harbour,
Pender Island.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is #1413343. Written
comments
concerning
this
application should be directed to
the Section Head, Integrated Land
Management Bureau at #142-2080
Labieux Road, Nanaimo, B.C
V9T 6J9, or emailed to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo@go
v.bc.ca. Comments will be received
by ILMB until August 5, 2009.
ILMB may not be able to consider
comments received after this date.
Please visit our website at
http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca under
the link: Applications &
Reasons for Decisions for more
information.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is #1413347. Written
comments
concerning
this
application should be directed to
the Section Head, Integrated Land
Management Bureau at #142-2080
Labieux Road, Nanaimo, B.C
V9T 6J9, or emailed to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo@go
v.bc.ca. Comments will be received
by ILMB until August 13, 2009.
ILMB may not be able to consider
comments received after this date.
Please visit our website at
http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca under
the link: Applications &
Reasons for Decisions for more
information.

Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information
Advisor
at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information
Advisor
at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

The Islands Trust will receive $92,000 for costs in the final
settlements awarded in the Supreme Court and Court of
Appeal’s decisions regarding the Komas Bluff case on Denman
Island.
The Courts had found in favour of the Islands Trust. A
portion of these costs were paid by the Defendant upon
settlement, and the remainder will accrue interest until full
payment is made.
‘We are happy that this long-standing case has finally been
settled and that the Islands Trust will be reimbursed for the costs
it incurred to support community bylaws,’ said Sheila
Malcolmson, Chair of the Islands Trust Council. ‘We appreciate
the help received from the Union of BC Municipalities to achieve
this significant decision, a decision that upholds the right of BC
communities to plan around natural hazard areas and
establishes consequences for those who disregard adopted
bylaws.’
‘This development permit area (Komas Bluffs) was
established 20 years ago,’ said Louise Bell, Local Trustee for
Denman Island, ‘in recognition of the instability of the fine
Quadra sand comprising the Bluff and of erosion that occurred

NEW IDEAS from page 3
global north, says the declaration ‘is characterized by
substantially reduced dependence on economic activity, and an
increase in free time, unremunerated activity, conviviality, sense
of community and individual and collective health; [and the]
encouragement of self-reflection, balance, creativity, flexibility,
diversity, good citizenship, generosity and non-materialism.’
Everyone put their Blackberrys down. Go to these sites. Send
them to friends.
To be fair, progressive organizations are exhausted and
demoralized. Fighting trench warfare and rearguard actions
against a powerful and ruthless adversary for 25 years will do
ELIZABETH MAY from page 4
in common than our differences.
That said, in a microcosm like Saanich Gulf-Islands,
suburban issues are going to be different—Saanich faces
different local concerns than Saturna. But if you are looking at
what kind of policies will be of assistance to people, it doesn’t
matter if you’re on an island or in a suburb. If you happen to be
a married couple and you happen to be paying too much tax,
because Canada insists on this foolish policy of overtaxing
married couples, you see, ‘Well gee, the Green Party actually
wants to allow us to just pay taxes on what we’re earning.’ Right
now the Harper government is allowing certain kinds of pension
income splitting for retirees. That’s not good enough.
There are solutions that one might pursue at the federal level
that reflect the values that Canadians hold, regardless of where
they are. These values I see as concern for community and
concern for the health and well-being of the whole. We are losing
it bit-by-bit but we have not yet been completely absorbed by the
mantra of ‘every man for himself’—that is not the Canadian ethic
or identity. We are much more focussed on: ‘We need to do the
best we can for all of us, all the time.’
What I’d like to do as an MP is what I did in Central Nova:
hold community townhall meetings, talk about local issues, and
what people would like governmentto do for them. You’d better
be responsive to people who vote for you and elected you or you
have abandoned the basic tenets of democracy.
Christa: Voting patterns in Saanich-Gulf Islands are not
as entrenched as in Central Nova. How could you use
that to advantage?
Elizabeth: One of the things that defines a community
where you have people come in from ‘away’ is that people are not
necessarily as entrenched. They are more fluid in their voting.
The fact that people are open-minded in Saanich–Gulf Islands is
certainly an advantage.
Obviously to win in any riding across Canada I have to

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands
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Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

earlier due to logging operations along an area of the cliff edge.
Expert technical analysis at that time recommended that the tree
cover and groundwater regime be left in their natural state to
minimize natural erosion. The outcome of this case provides
renewed emphasis to this community concerning the role of
deep-rooted vegetation in minimizing slumping, runoff and
wind erosion.’
The Komas Bluff case dates from 2002, when members of the
Denman Island community complained that Dean Ellis was
removing trees from portions of his property that were within a
development permit area established to protect development
from hazardous conditions. Investigations by Islands Trust
bylaw enforcement officers confirmed the complaints were valid.
Ellis was advised by Islands Trust staff about the buffer area and
the need to obtain permits before removing trees.
When Ellis continued to remove trees from the development
permit area, the Islands Trust filed a legal claim against him in
September 2003, seeking an injunction and an order for
restoration. The case went to court in January 2005. The
Supreme Court of British Columbia decided the case in favour of
KOMAS BLUFFS, please turn to page 10
that to individuals and organizations. But we will not find new
energy and inspiration in the trenches—and we won’t inspire
others from there either.
Canadians’ values are amazingly progressive, but a
generation of neo-liberal assaults has lowered expectations of
what is possible. Nevertheless, ideas are out there waiting for
someone, anyone, to present them with reasons to be hopeful.
What they want and what we need is what America’s radical
rabbi, Michael Lerner, calls the politics of meaning. 0
Murray Dobbin has been a journalist, broadcaster, author and
social activist for 40 years.

convince a lot more voters than have ever voted Green before
that this is the sensible thing to do, that this will advance their
interests as a community, advance the interests of the planet,
give them better representation in Ottawa because they have
someone who has a voice that can be used rather than stifled.
Having the leader of a party as your MP is a liberating thing,
especially if you have someone who is responsive and wants to
take your voice forward.
Christa: We currently have two ministers (federal and
provincial) representing us—at least in North Saanich
and the southern Gulf Islands. Many feel that the riding
needs someone who can represent it, rather than
representing government to us. As a party leader would
you be able to do that?
Elizabeth: That’s very well put. Yes, entirely. That is my role
in public life. Of course, I came into public life because of my
deep concern particularly around the climate crisis but I am not,
neither is the Green Party, one-dimensional or one issue. There
are a lot of things to care about. I’d stack up our policies on social
justice and eliminating poverty, our policies of advocacy for
seniors and pensions, with any other party—and we’re better.
But beyond that, it’s being able to say, ‘What issues do you
want to raise in the House of Commons?’ In my new book,
Losing Confidence, I talk about the dangerous process of
partisanship overtaking policy and principle and that
partisanship is entrenched due to the increasing powers of
political masters. So regardless, whether we are talking about
Gary Lunn or someone else representing a different party,
someone who’s in one of the larger political parties, other than
the leader, never gets to say what they think, just never! And I’m
not constrained by that, not just because I’m the leader of the
Greens but because the Green Party believes that MPs should
represent the people from their constituency.
ELIXZABETH MAY, please turn to page 10
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Salt Spring trio of ‘preserve and protect’ activists recognized
The Islands Trust’s Community Stewardship Awards recognize
individuals and groups for programs or actions that have made
a significant contribution towards preserving and protecting the
Trust Islands. Salt Spring Conservancy’s ‘Stewards in Training’
school program turned out to be a perfect fit for a ‘groups’ award.
The program takes almost every Grade 1 to Grade 8 student
on Salt Spring Island, each year, on all-day experiences into a
variety of special places and eco-systems on Salt Spring Island,
teaching them how to best take care of their environment and be
good stewards of the land. Carried out class-by-class, students
are involved in fun, hands-on, outdoor learning experiences.
‘We want to thank our three terrific school program
coordinators, Sarah Bateman, Cate McEwen and Kris Fullbrook,
and all our wonderful volunteers, this year over 50 of them, for
all their dedication and hard work,’ said school committee chair
Jean Gelwicks. ‘We also want to give a huge thanks to Fernwood
School for nominating us. As one volunteer remarked after a
field trip, ‘They need more of this!’ and we couldn’t agree more,’
she added.
The Conservancy did a bit of their own nominating this year.

They nominated grade 12 student Kelsey Mech and Jackie Booth
(posthumously) for individual awards and both were selected.
Kelsey has a full time job (school) at which she excels
(straight As) and she still manages to do more volunteer work
than most adults, says the conservancy. Everything Kelsey does
is impressive but one of her many accomplishments was her
coordination of the GISS Environmental Action Day.
Concerned about climate change and environmental
degradation, she came up with the idea and planned, with other
GISS students, a full-day event to raise awareness and promote
actions. ‘I attended and I can tell you it was an incredible day
filled with amazing speakers and workshops and it was Kelsey
who made it happen,’ said Gelwicks. Kelsey founded and led the
Environmental Action Group Encouraging Responsibility (
EAGER) at the highschool. This group has take on all kinds of
projects, including working to eliminate the use of paper and
plastic bags at Thrifty’s and other retail stores.
Kelsey also the youngest Conservancy Governance
Committee member, and this year was the recipient of the
Conservancy’s David and Marlyn Thaden-Dexter Scholarship.

Federal fish farm authority will not be challenged
Norwegian fish farm company Marine Harvest’s appeal of a BC
Supreme Court decision, which confirmed federal, rather than
provincial regulatory authority over BC’s coastal fish farms, will
not challenge this central point of the court decision.
The appeal will deal only with jurisdiction of BC’s Right to
Farm Act, which grants immunity to farms from common law
nuisance actions threatening legitimate farming activities.
The form of the appeal concedes the exclusive constitutional
authority of the federal government over fisheries, says Greg
McDade, legal counsel for wild salmon activist Alexandra
Morton.
The provincial government, which was also a defendant in the
original action, has not appealed, and has indicated that
negotiations with the federal government are proceeding.
So, it appears that Mr Justice Hinkson’s February 9 decision,
which gave the two governments twelve months to transfer
jurisdiction, will stand unchallenged.
The fate of two new fish farm license applications is unclear
but the judgement said that provincial regulations would
continue to apply until the federal government took over.
However, given the situation, it is hard to believe that the
Province would act without the agreement of the federal
Department of Fisheries and Oceans.
GARDENING from page 5
One garden is light with all raised beds filled with sandy loam
that heats up very quickly. It also dries out very quickly and
requires twice the water of the new lower garden planted in clay
which is characteristically cool and damp. At this time the
tomatoes are about equal, the basil prefers the planter as do the
all the salad greens. Seedlings also germinate better in the
planters but root crops are slower and happier in clay.
In northern Europe many crops are sown in succession to
provide a continuance of produce and to act as a back-up in the
case of failure. Potatoes planted in early February are now ready
for digging. However, I have just been given a box of old potatoes
saved from last year that still show signs of life. I could give them
to the chickens but this is an opportunity for another experiment
with a late planting while the earth is warm. By my reckoning,
they will sprout and grow through July and August and begin to
mature as the September rain falls. They should be ready in
October. I'll let you know.
If you are enjoying that abundant crop of heat-induced
lettuce remember to sow more for later in the season. I generally
sow supplemental salads every three to four weeks through
September; and don't forget to sow carrots, beans and peas as
well. Cut the tops off February sown broad beans as soon as the
pods are set. This will promote maturation and discourage
infestations of black-fly. Whenever you transplant flowers or
vegetables for fall and winter be sure to tread the ground firmly
around the roots. The idea is to promote strong sturdy growth
before fall and to protect the roots from drying out. Tomatoes are
growing fast at this season and most varieties will produce better
if they are kept to a single stem with all the side shoots removed.
A few of the cherry varieties can be left to grow where they please
but larger fruited vines will produce a lot of leaves if left to their
own devices and tomatoes will rapidly rot if they rest on the
ground.
After roses have completed their first glorious show, cut back
the shoots by about one third of their length. This will give the
plant a rest and encourage a healthy new growth to blossom in
the next few weeks. If you have ambitions to add perennial
flowers to your garden, now is the time to sow seeds for next
year. When established many varieties are relatively drought
resistant and most of the classic perennial and biennials can be
sown now in shady nursery beds or large pots. Think of poppies,

Earlier, Clare Backman of Marine Harvest had expressed
concern that the court had apparently not recognized that the
fish were the property of the company. However, it is not clear
whether the appeal will touch on this point.
In a factum filed in support of its appeal of Mr Justice
Hinkson’s judgment, Norwegian-owned Marine Harvest
confirms agreement that siting of fish farms, and the issuing of
aquaculture leases, falls under the federal Fisheries Act. To
quote: ‘The siting of fish farms is contentious and involves a
weighing of considerations most, if not all, of which are within
the federal sphere, such as ocean currents and the impact of the
farm on fish habitat, migrating wild fish, aboriginal fish
harvesting practices, and commercial and sports fishing
practices.’
The federal Department of Fisheries is responsible for the
protection of wild fish. It is possible that additional federal
legislation may be required by 2010.
The exact grounds for appeal have no yet been published.
However the protection of in-water aquaculture operations
under the Right to Farm Act, which was originally designed to
protect farmers on land, was also challenged by the February
decision. It is likely that Marine Harvest would also like to retain
‘’Right to Farm’ protection. 0

Jackie Booth was well known and well loved by all who
worked in conservation on Salt Spring in the past 15 years. She
died very unexpected this April. The conservancy expressed the
wish that she could have received her award in person.
Jackie, sorely missed by her friends, was a pioneer in the use
of the global information system (GIS) for ecosystem mapping.
Although her professional focus was on marine resource
mapping and conservation, she was always ready to help with
any mapping problems and helped many different groups with
their maps.
She was an active volunteer and helped establish and lead the
Fulford Elementary School Nature Club. She worked with Garry
Holman and Briony Penn to establish the South and West
Conservation Group on Salt Spring—this continued during the
Texada Lands struggles against wholesale development hosting
many of the community strategy meetings in her home.
The groups she assisted varied from salmon enhancement to
water bird watch. From great blue herons to burweed—if the
topic had a conservation focus—she usually volunteered. 0

"From the first Blue Sky
Architecture have been
regionalists in the best
sense of the term. They
have been deeply involved
with the ecology and
topography of southern
British Columbia and its
wonderful interweave of sea,
forest, and rock ."

HELLIWELL + SMITH
BLUE SKY ARCHITECTURE

4090 Bayridge Ave West Vancouver BC V7V 3K1
t 01 604 921 8646 f 01 604 921 0755
bsa@blueskyarchitecture.com
www.blueskyarchitecture.com

foxglove, delphinium, peonies, hollyhock, even pansies and
primroses for spring, and don’t let them fry in the sun.

Classic Summer Recipes:
Linguine al pesto
Prep time 10 minutes, Cook for 5 minutes, Serves 4
About 500g fresh Linguine
4 sprigs fresh basil
2 sprigs fresh parsley
2 Tbsp pine nuts
2 cloves new garlic
1/3 cup grated Parmesan
1/3 cup grated Romano
dash extra virgin olive oil
pinch of salt
Cook the pasta in boiling salted water for 4-5 minutes.
Meanwhile: blend all the sauce ingredients and warm gently
in a skillet. If this is for dinner you might want to add a little
chicken consomme. Drain the pasta and toss with the warmed
sauce. Serve with a drift of pine nuts and fresh snow peas.
Tomato Salad
3 sun warmed tomatoes or a handful of cherry toms
2 sprigs fresh basil
Olive oil & red wine vinegar
salt & pepper
Slice the tomatoes and very lightly dress them with salt &
pepper. Shred and scattered basil leaves over the fruit. Sprinkle
with oil & vinegar and toss lightly. Serve with...
Fettuccine Alla Crema
Prep time 5 minutes, Cooking time 4-5 minutes, Serves 4
500g Fresh Fettucine
2 Tbls butter
1 ½ cups whipping cream
salt & pepper
2 cups grated Parmesan
Cook the Fettuccine in salted boiling water for 4-5 minutes.
Meanwhile: melt the butter in a skillet, add the cream, salt &
pepper and cook gently stirring constantly as it bubbles. When
the fettuccine is cooked, drain and toss with the cream. Add the
Parmesan and keep tossing in the skillet until the cheese begins
to melt. Sprinkle with oregano flowers and serve immediately
with the salad and a glass of Procecco. 0

What is a
property worth
without water?

• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING

WE MAKE BASEMENTS AND CRAWLSPACES
DRY AND ENERGY EFFICIENT...ALL THE TIME!

TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

Drilling the Islands since 1965
1-800-746-7444
www.drillwell.com

SSI: 250-537-8456
drill@drillwell.com
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‘Float camp’ shenanigans are over
B&B Ganges Marina Ltd has complied with a court order to
remove its ‘float camp’ from Ganges Harbour, just 12 hours before
the BC Supreme Court was expected to rule on the Salt Spring
Local Trust Committee’s motion to fine them for contempt of
court.
By removing the two-storey structure, B&B Ganges Marina Ltd
has finally complied with a court order originally delivered in June
2007. The BC Court of Appeal had reaffirmed the order and made
it even stricter in February.
When the structure still remained in place, the Local Trust
Committee filed a motion for contempt of court which was heard
on May 29. At that hearing, the court indicated that it would rule
on a fine at 9am on June 12. The court further suggested that its
ruling would be influenced by whether or not the structure had
been removed before that date.
The appeal court had rejected B&B Ganges Marina Ltd’s
submissions that they were not in contempt of the court order
because they had converted the structure back to a ‘vessel,’ and
had temporarily moved it out into Ganges Harbour. The Court
also found that the Marina’s attempts to sell the structure were
not sufficient to avoid a finding of contempt, as the order
required that the structure be physically removed, not just sold.
‘B&B Ganges Marina Ltd took the hint, and at approximately
9pm on June 11, the float camp was towed out of the Ganges
Harbour and the Trust Area,’ said George Ehring, local trustee
for Salt Spring Island. As a result of this last minute compliance,
the Court waived the fine for contempt, but ruled that the Islands
Trust was entitled to have its full costs reimbursed by B&B
Ganges Marina Ltd.
The case dates from May 2006, when Islands Trust bylaw
enforcement staff requested the removal of a floating structure
(known locally on Salt Spring Island as the ‘float camp’), because
it did not comply with Salt Spring’s zoning bylaws and was in

contravention of a Temporary Use Permit.
‘Removing the structure from the harbour is the most visible
outcome of our court action,’ said Sheila Malcolmson, Chair of
the Islands Trust Council and Chair of the Salt Spring Island
Local Trust Committee. ‘But this case is also significant because
it confirms the right of communities to plan and regulate their
shoreline areas. Salt Spring Island’s bylaws are developed by the
community and this is a significant victory for Salt Spring that
also sets an important precedent for the entire Islands Trust
Area and local governments across Canada.’
‘The float camp was a sad reminder of citizenship gone sour,’
added Christine Torgrimson, also a local trustee for Salt Spring
Island. ‘It is a great relief to have this illegal structure removed

from the harbour, especially when the community is beginning
to rally around positive efforts to complete a Ganges Harbour
Management Plan.’0

KOMAS BLUFFS from page 8
the Islands Trust. The decision upheld the ability of local
governments in BC to use development permits to protect
development from naturally hazardous conditions such as
unstable slopes.
Ellis appealed the court decision but his appeal was dismissed
in November 2007, again in favour of the Islands Trust,
confirming the earlier decision of 2005. Due to the significance
of the case for local governments in BC, the Union of BC
Municipalities had committed funds in support of the Islands
Trust’s case in the Court of Appeal.
The courts ruled that the development permit area
regulations in the Denman Island Official Community Plan were
valid and ordered a mandatory injunction that required Mr Ellis
to remediate the lands affected when he removed trees and dug
ditches. The decision set a precedent in BC regarding local
government’s ability to require remedial work.
Citing Mr Ellis’ ‘persistence in violating the legislation’ in the
face of warnings from the Islands Trust, Supreme Court Justice

Groberman also placed a permanent injunction against Ellis that
restrains him from cutting trees, clearing, developing, excavating
or otherwise altering lands within 50 metres of Komas Bluff.
In a further order the Local Trust Committee was awarded
special costs against Mr Ellis with respect to those aspects of the
litigation relating to Mr Ellis’ ‘deliberate misleading of the court.’
The Islands Trust is a federation of independent local
governments that represents some 25,000 people living within
the Islands Trust Area. The Islands Trust is responsible for
preserving and protecting the unique environment of the Islands
Trust Area through planning and regulating land use,
development management, education, cooperation with other
agencies, and land conservation. The area covers the islands and
waters between the Mainland and southern Vancouver Island,
including 13 major and more than 450 smaller islands and
covering 5,200 square kilometres. The Islands Trust is
celebrating its 35th anniversary this year. 0

call: 250-386-7643

• Serving the Gulf Islands and
Greater Victoria for over 25 years
• Fuel-efﬁcient, cost-effective wood heating
• Solar domestic hot water heaters
• Sales and Installations
Unit 6 - 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Solar Heating

Saanich-Gulf Islands
Electoral District Association
Annual General Meeting

You are invited to the SaanichGulf Islands Green Party
AGM, with Guest Speaker Elizabeth May
Thursday, July 9, 2009
St. John’s United Church Hall , 10990 West Saanich Rd, North Saanich

Everyone Welcome: Green Party Members and Supporters
Interested Citizens, Friends and Neighbours!

Green Party of Canada Leader

ELIZABETH MAY
“Reflections of a
National Party
Leader”
5pm: Refreshments and Meet Elizabeth
6pm: AGM Call to Order
7pm: Guest Speaker Elizabeth May
8:30: Adjournment
Islanders, please note: a free shuttle bus will pick up foot passenger at Swartz
Bay. The shuttle will meet the 3:10pm ferry from Pender Island and the
3:50pm ferry from Fulford Harbour. The bus will return passengers to Swartz
Bay for ferries departing at 7:40pm to the Outer Islands and at 9pm to Salt
Spring Island.
For more information call: Rob Hines, BC Organizer, at 7786896666.

FLOAT CAMP IN GANGES IN 2005 (centre)

ELIZABETH MAY from page 10
Christa:
Typically
in
voting,
Saanich–Gulf Islands has a split vote
between Liberal, NDP and Green Party
which allows a Tory minority to carry
the day. Given that voters are prepared
to shift their party vote for a strong
candidate (Briony Penn’s Liberal
candidacy in the last election), what
would you do?
Elizabeth: The interesting thing about the
Greens is that we really aren’t a left-wing or
right-wing party. Our solutions are so common
sense that we appeal to people across the old
line parties.
I’m jumping into it, but just let’s talk
hypothetically about Saanich–Gulf Islands. I
would need to convince voters that I was the
best possible candidate. It matters; a lot of
politics these days has lost track of the fact that
our parliamentary system is about electing a
member of parliament, we don’t directly vote
for the prime minister.
But in any case, voting for the leader of a
political party other than the one that has been
holding the seat for a while will take a leap of
faith on the part of the voting public and I need
to persuade people that I’ll be the best MP they
have ever had.
Beyond that, for those who would like to see a
replacement in Ottawa, I need to persuade
people, who were drawn to Briony’s campaign
for instance, that this is actually the unique
opportunity that leads to defeating the
incumbent. And that takes a lot of people
prepared to say, ‘Alright I’ll switch my usual
voting patterns, just this once to see how it works
out.’ And if I can get that kind of commitment
from people, I don’t need people ripping up their
membership cards in other parties.
That’s what happened in Central Nova. In
2006, the Greens had about 2% of the vote
there and we went to 32%. Not all those people
joined the Green Party, they just decided that I
was the best choice for their MP. We got
support from NDP, Liberals and traditional
Conservatives.
Christa:
Will
you
be
seeking
endorsements from locals? If so, who?
Elizabeth: Yes … and… everybody! I need
to appeal to people outside the ‘usual
suspects’—as we say in Casablanca—and the
more that they are publicly willing to say so and
call on their friends and neighbours, well, that
makes the case. That is what we did quite
successfully in the London by-election, which I
almost won. I will absolutely be asking lots of
people for help—as I’m asking them now for
advice in this process of deciding where I
should run.
Christa: We have spent a good deal of
time talking about your candidacy and
I’d like to finish with a few briefer
comments on policy.
The Green Party platform includes
several items to strengthen small
communities and their economies:
farmers’ markets, local venture capital
initiatives, family farms and their
transition to organic, and local fisheries

management. Which of these would you
push for as an MP?
Elizabeth: All of them! Local solutions are
linked. Community wellbeing is not confined to
one issue. A federal food policy increases the
ability to create a local food policy such as
community processing plants, locally adapted
food safety in what I call ‘foodcrafting’, and
things like mandating shelf space in
supermarkets for local foods.
In the same way, water security and mass
transit (ferries) are federal policy issues as well.
And we can bring them down to ground as local
quality of life issues.
Christa: Two big federally-controlled
issues on the coast are the introduction
of tanker traffic and the management of
fish farms. As someone who has
witnessed the disasters of pollution and
the collapse of a fishery, what are your
thoughts and what could you do?
Elizabeth: The tanker moratorium must be
maintained, the risks of an oil spill on the coast
are off the charts. With fish farms, what we’ve
allowed to happen is the privatization of a
common property resource which has multiple
ecological services. The federal government
needs to take a stronger role. The risks to the wild
fisheries and the ecosystem are just too high.
Make aquaculture more like agriculture and do it
on land and do it further inland—it’s still
profitable.
Christa: Canadians are concerned about
the militarization of our international
role. What would you say about this in
Parliament?
Elizabeth: The search for peace and a
culture of non-violence is one of our core
values. In our foundation document Vision
Green, on our website, we detail how Canada—
the country that developed peacekeeping,
where Lester Pearson won the Nobel Peace
Prize for the resolution of the Suez Crisis—is
now one of the least participatory nations on
Earth in UN peacekeeping missions. In fact just
about a year ago now we were asked to send
four people from our military to assist the
Congo Republic and we declined, we didn’t
have four people to spare with the skills they
wanted.
It’s devastating! There is a genocide in
progress, they need our help in Congo, in Darfur.
Many people confuse our role in NATO with
peacekeeping. Our mission in Afghanistan is
not a UN mission. The UN has not ruled it is
illegal but it is not a UN mission by any means.
We are seen increasingly as an aggressive
force as opposed to peacekeeping. The proper
role of our military needs to be decided through
the body politic and through democracy.
Christa: The Green Party of Canada has
played a major role in setting out policy
for Canada and having it adopted by
other parties. If you are the first Green
MP elected in Canada, what further
advances would you be able to achieve in
a what is likely to be another minority
government?
ELIZABETH MAY, please turn to page 11
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AUTOMOTIVE
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10% off first month’s rental.
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Rent or Lease

Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Minivans
We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

KLYNE
CONSTRUCTION

Jeff Edwards
Serving Pender Island
and the
Southern Gulf Islands

250-629-3973
250-217-9500 cell
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Wood Fired
Hot Tubs

GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

250-388-2712
Bulk Water Delivery
• CRD approved drinking water
• pool filling • dust control
• street flushing • film industry
• 3,000 gallon tankers

CE VAESE
N
A ROOFING
Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198

FREE!

Scrap Car,
Truck, Bus &
Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285
250-629-3660

• Pre-assembled • Portable
• Fresh or salt water • No scrubbing
• Can be left full or empty
• Fully insulated (requires less wood)
• Includes everything you need …
Just add water & enjoy!

www.alumitubs.com
Eric/Wendy Holtz
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outerspacebuildings.com

Ross Walker

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

www.islandmarine.ca

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804
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• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings
• Ramps • Pile Driving
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ELIZABETH MAY from page 10
Elizabeth We are turning old-style politics on its head. The
real power lies in those who are outside the mainstream, who can
raise different issues, work with everyone, and help find
cooperative solutions. So, being a Green in a minority
government, there will be tremendous scope to influence
decisions, to be of assistance, to raise issues that others aren’t
raising, and—going back to your point—we’re happy when others
take our ideas. There’s are a lot of serious problems that the
country faces for which the solutions exist and, in some ways, the
politics get in the way.
Christa: How did the Green Party get to be so
imaginative?
Elizabeth: Well you see, imagination and innovation are what
happens when you let people put forward the best idea they can
think of without worrying about a package of propaganda. I think
the reason we are creative is that we’re not blinded by ideological
strictures, and generations of notions of what belongs in ‘our party,’
or not. It’s a very exciting time to be in the Green Party; we are able
to put forward the very best ideas and hold on to our values and
listen to people and be grassroots.
Christa: In your latest book, ‘Losing Confidence:
Power, Politics, And The Crises In Canadian
Democracy,’ you talk about the level of incivility and
the lack of thoughtful debate in the House. You favour
discussion, debate and negotiation. In Parliament,
what would you do to improve this sad situation?
Elizabeth: I do have a plan. I’m a close observer of Question
Period and house committees. I’m lucky, I worked in
government from 1986 to 1988, so I know how it used to be. I
worked in an era when there was a lot of cooperation. Even in the
Mulroney years, working for the Environment Minister in a
majority government, there was a lot of cooperation. We made
sure that people in the NDP and the Liberals would agree with
what we were going to propose before we proposed it.
An ethic of cooperation is fundamental to the Westminster
tradition and parliamentary success, especially in forming

Hot Tubs
Swimming Pools
Sales, Service, Parts

gulfislandspas.com

250-538-8244
Serving All The Gulf Islands
Insured • Licensed
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alanklyne@telus.net

Well Drillers
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Please visit Tom Varzeliotis
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MOORINGS
INSTALLED •SERVICED
MAINTAINED

Chris West
Dive Services
250-888-7199
250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net
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Nova Scotia Oceanfront 25 acres
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L
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solutions in a minority government.
The House of Commons is absolutely beautiful—it’s meant to
inspire, it’s meant to quicken the heart. There are vaulted
ceilings; it’s layered with carved imagery of Canada. All this
iconography is our map of ourselves—a combination of mythic
and historical.
In this place of physical beauty designed to exemplify
democracy, we have behaviour that would not be acceptable on
a schoolground. I watch the Conservative members; their
heckling is orchestrated. They test messages that they will later
use in attack ads. The heckling of Michael Ignatieff was scripted
before the attack ads with the messages we heard later in the ads.
So it’s not random, it’s appalling and we don’t have to tolerate it.
As to my personal plan: suppose that I’m the only Green in
the House of Commons and I’m surrounded with bullying and
abuse. My strategy is to make sure the rules of the House are
followed. It is not permitted to interrupt a MP when he or she is
speaking, so the hurling of abuse, the booing violates the rules of
House of Commons.
My approach would be to have zero-tolerance for heckling.
So, when it’s my turn to ask a question, if any MPs are yelling or
interrupting, I plan to sit down. The Speaker of the House will
probably realize that I am having trouble with the amount of
noise round me and he’ll stand up and call for order. If he doesn’t
I’ll miss my chance to ask a question. If I miss a couple of times,
the media is bound to notice that I am practising something
called zero-tolerance for heckling.
It’s like set of strings, when the Speaker stands up members
sit down but that works in reverse, if the member sits down the
Speaker will rise—and I think we can bring decorum back to the
House.
Elizabeth asks that you let her know your thoughts on her
possible candidacy in Saanich–Gulf Islands, email
elizabethmay@greenparty.ca. To hear her in person, attend the
Green Party constituency AGM on July 9, (see advertisement
on page 10). You can also see Elizabeth, at her book signing on
Pender Islands on July 7 (see What’s On?, page 5). 0

PENSIONS from page 1
private insurance guarantee fund, giving priority to workers’
pension funds in corporate bankruptcy proceedings, and
cessation of the practice of awarding performance-based
bonuses to CPPIB managers, while ensuring that managers are
paid ‘industry-competitive salaries’ in the future.
The Canadian Association for Retired Persons had strongly
supported the motion. Despite unanimous House of Commons
support, the successful motion is not binding on the government,
Is to be referred to a Federal-Provincial-Territorial Research
Working Group which is scheduled to report by year-end.
A previous bill, the Wage Earner Protection Act, which
would protect retirement plans in proceedings under the
Bankruptcy and Insolvency Act or the Companies’ Creditors
Arrangement Act had been passed in 2007 by the House of
Commons but had not been enacted by the government. The
Bloc Quebecois had proposed a $110 monthly increase in the
GIS.
The Commons debate touched on the investment policies of
the CPPIB, particularly investment in stocks. An NDP member
commented that the CPP Fund would have made $13 billion
more over the last ten years had the fund been invested in
government bonds rather than a mixture of equities, real estate,
and bonds.
But during the debate, government members pointed out
that the CPPIB was supposed to be independent of the
government, and that any changes to its governing legislation
required the approval of two-thirds of the provinces,
representing two-thirds of the population. With this in mind, the
Minister of Finance had recently written to the chair of the
CPPIB ordering a review of compensation practices in line with
recommendations by the G20 to stabilize the world’s financial
systems.
Several members quoted a Canadian Labour Congress study
that about $1 billion would be required to increase OAS and GIS
to virtually eliminate poverty among seniors. Other speakers
suggested that CPP should be opened up to the self-employed. 0
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Rezoning for massive new fish farm
The Coastal Alliance for Aquaculture Reform
(CAAR) has voiced their disappointment at the
decision of the Strathcona Regional District
(SRD) to approve re-zoning that may allow a
massive new salmon farm to operate in the wild
salmon migratory bottleneck of Johnstone
Strait.
At 4,400 metric tonnes, the Gunner Point
farm given the go-ahead by the Regional
District would be one of the largest on the BC
coast.
‘It’s unbelievable that, with all we know
about the devastating impacts of these farms on
the wild salmon stocks passing through this
area as well as the local ecosystem, the SRD
Directors are willing to add a farm of this
magnitude,’ said Ruby Berry of the Georgia
Strait Alliance, a CAAR member group. ‘We
know the vast majority of citizens in the region
strongly oppose this decision.’
Regional district directors did attempt to
place some constraints on the farm such as
transparent monitoring of levels of sea lice
investation of wild salmon in the region, should
the new site receives final approval from the
provincial government. However, ‘BC’s
industry has always operated in a shroud of
secrecy and it is unlikely this government will
enforce anything of the kind,’ says a CAAR
representative.

‘The decision failed to propose any
remediation measures or revocation of license
if mitigation measures are not adhered to.
While we appreciate the directors’ efforts to
attempt to leverage an eventual transition to
closed containment, this approval does not
provide any incentive to the industry to do so,’
said Michelle Young of the Georgia Strait
Alliance.
‘Wild salmon from the Fraser River,
southern Vancouver Island and even
Washington and Oregon States migrate
through this narrow channel,’ said Will Soltau
of Living Oceans Society. ‘We are shocked the
Regional District would support the delivery of
this devastating blow to wild salmon
populations.’
The final decision on these farms will now be
in the hands of the Provincial Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands. CAAR will encourage
concerned citizens to inform their MLA and the
new Minister, Steve Thomson, of their
opposition to any new net-cage sites in this wild
salmon bottleneck.
As an emergency measure, the Coastal
Alliance for Aquaculture Reform is demanding
the closure of five fish farms near Quadra Island
to create one clear migration route for juvenile
salmon migrating north through the Strait of
Georgia. 0

Principal Ty Binfet on the run from one of his students at end of year water celebrations at
Mayne School.

Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
Rain! Whew! People are commenting on rain
as we do about sun in winter. ‘Smells so good!’
‘We really need it!’ We are egocentric enough to
know we are imperiled by fire due to the
desiccation of the trees, grass and plants in our
vicinity.
A little life-giving rain must fall on some of
the outdoor weddings, graduations, sports
days, and other community events occurring
right now. Like everyone, I’m into praying and
bargaining with the cosmic rain gods, ‘Rain at
night, lots. And, please, oh please, not rain on
Saturna Lamb BBQ day.

Community Babies

Accommodation & Attractions

Vancouver Island & Around the Georgia Strait (plus the Pacific!)
Stonehouse
Pub

July 24, 25, 26
Providence Farm, Duncan

Great Food!
Great Service!

Advance Ticket Full
Weekend Pass $75

5 minute walk from the
Ferry parking lot at Swartz
Bay.
2215 Canoe Cove Rd
778-426-1200

Tickets:
Acoustic Planet Music,
Salt Spring Island, and
Dancing Bean Cafe, Chemainus

2009 Artists

MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com
Central Vancouver Island

‘HOLIDAY HOUSE’
B&B Motel • Rooms
Vacation Suites
FREE PICK-UP
20 min from Nanaimo Ferries
10 min from Nanaimo Airport

HERITAGE LADYSMITH
1-888-310-2299
250-618-5830
www.ladysmithholidayhouse.com

Featuring Jesse Winchester, Fred Eaglesmith, Art Napoleon,
Ben Sures, Beverley McKeen, Bryon Clayton Thomas and Don, Chloe
Hall Trio, Cumako, David Essig, Five Alarm Funk, Gary Comeau and
Voodoo Allstars, JL Stiles, Kinobe and Soul Beat Africa, Mamaguroove,
Mary Murphy, McCandless, Mihirangi, Nathan Rogers, The Paperboys,
Pat Temple and the High Lonesome Players, Penny Sidor, Pharis
Romero's Old Timey Gospel Choir, Rick Scott, Todd Butler, and many
more!

www.folkfest.bc.ca



250-748-3975

   

Fully equipped 1&2 Bedroom COTTAGES
CAMPGROUND with showers & laundry
BOOK & MARINE CHART STORE
MARINA, transient moorage & fuel dock VHF66A
3350 Coast Rd, Gabriola 250.247.8931 www.PAGESRESORT.com

Not since the year of 1982 when six Saturna
mothers gave birth have we had so many
babies on the Island. To date, we have two and
Corinne and Shawn Fitzgerald’s baby is due in
late October (Corinne was a product of the
1982 bumper crop).
Layla Jean Hammuda was born on May 5
and Regan Delaney Gaines-Sohier arrived born
June 1. Layla Jean was born at Elk Lake in the
back of the ambulance on the way to Victoria
General Hospital. Regan made a more
traditional arrival at VGH after Ingrid’s short
labour. Congratulations to Layla’s brothers
Alden and Justin and to Regan’s big brother
Liam.
On Monday 21, Corinne and Shawn hosted
a lovely party for Layla and her mom Diana.
About 25 Saturna women turned out to
welcome Layla to the community. Island
moms are good about loaning out babies for
holding while at the store or Island events—
Regan’s début was at the Lion’s Father’s Day
Breakfast.
The whole community can bond and
delight in a snuggled newborn and the smiles
and ‘the world is my oyster’ outlook of a young
child.

Haggis Hollow
Saturna Ecological Education Centre held an
Open House at their Haggis Hollow site. From
1pm to 8pm, youngsters were available to lead
interested community members around their
learning location and see the numerous
learning ‘centres’ that they have created in
conjunction with the opportunities that the
land provides. About 30 Islanders toured with
their guides and looked at the Richard
Blagbourne’s plans for buildings.
The site is very beautiful with interesting
lifecycles in evidence. The students have put
great effort into creating a place that meets
their needs. Away from electronic connections,
the site influences how youngsters learn and
how they are with each other—relaxing and
self-directed interests are a big part of the
experience.

Building Schools

JUMP START YOUR SUMMER!

On Saturday June 20, 125 people enjoyed a
wonderful Indian dinner and a photo
presentation at the Rec Centre. Sirindar Kumar

provided the ingredients and cooked the
fabulous meal. Last winter, Islanders Ron
Wilson and Kate Vigneault built a school to
lock-up in south-west Costa Rica, together with
off-Islander David Durrance and five local
men. The project was sponsored by the
International Association for Transformation
which has also built schools in the northern
Philippines.
David, head of the International
Association for Transformation, showed slides
of the area of the Northern Phillipines where
this group first started its school building
efforts and then their current Costa Rica
Project.
The school in Costa Rica provides a place,
on a 140-acre farm, for students from all over
the world to study sustainability and farming
practices. Saturna Community was eager to see
the project, especially as it had been driven by
Islanders in far away places while we were
struggling along in the snow! Kate and Ron
were delighted and grateful for the generous
response from their home community.

Music
The Saturna Singers created an wonderful
presentation, Lyrica, an Evening of Music and
Words, on June 20 to a packed community
hall. When you live in a small community,
where a major effort is going on, even if you
aren’t a part of it, you begin to get the drift after
awhile. ‘Wow! 20 cars parked at the church!’,
or ‘What is going on at the Hall tonight?’ You
haven’t been able to hold a meeting on
Thursday nights for months because too many
people can’t come.
The success to all those practices was
apparent during the performance—such
creativity and discipline. It was two hours of
one surprise after another. The songs swelled
and rolled, tempos changed, solos and small
groups held the stage and then shifted back to
the choir. Nancy Angermeyer on the cello and
Lois Buttery on piano were seamless as they
accompanied the choir. Choir member, singer
and pianist Siglinda Ewing and Nancy on the
cello played a duet. Words—sung and words
not sung, each mode powerful as four
members of the choir read pieces that they had
composed.
At the end of the presentation there was a
heartfelt round of applause for choir master
Sharon Schermbrucker.

Bottle Drive
The school bottle drive was a great success!
Saturna School made about $650 from the
recycled cans, bottles and plastic. This money
goes right into school projects. Our few parents
are have the routine down pat. The kids are
right in there helping and making a sociable
time of the all-day event. Every donated item
must be sorted, counted, bagged and loaded for
the store to take into town. $650 represents a
formidable mountain of bagged items. 0

