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Mayne Island’s Lighthouse Park during a summer sunset, looking east across the strait.
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Fast Track slow down - Patrick Brown

n June 12, the US House of Republicans (whose reasons varied from
Representatives voted to defeat a Bill opposition to the TAA to opposition to the
to grant financial aid to US workers entire package) and Democrats (who were
displaced by the Trans Pacific Partnership trade opposed to giving the President ‘fast track’
agreement. Voting was 302 to 126, with authority).
Democrat Nancy Pelosi leading the vote against
Following that defeat, Speaker Boehner
the bill in the Republican-controlled House.
decided to hold a vote on the TPA Bill, to assess
The vote followed Democrat President its support. It passed 219 to 211. A vote was not
Obama’s personal lobbying in favour of the bill, held on the Customs Bill.
which had passed the Senate and which was
‘Do-over’ Vote Before June 30?
sent to the House of Representatives as the At Island Tides’ deadline, it seemed that
first element of a three-bill package.
Republicans in the House wanted more time
The package included
to try for a successful vote
authorization for ‘fast track’
Fast Track
on the TAA. A ‘do-over’
authority for President ‘Fast Track’ authority means that vote had been suggested,
Obama to negotiate the TPP the President may negotiate a but passing the TAA would
treaty on behalf of the United treaty to final agreement on require some 80 members
States.
behalf of the United States.
of
the
House
of
The
two
Houses
of
Congress,
Representatives
to
change
Three-Bill Package
which has the constitutional their minds.
Must Pass Both
authority to approve treaties
House Speaker Boehner
Houses
with foreign governments, then is expected to set a new
In
the
House
of may pass or defeat, but not
June 30 deadline for a final
Representatives, the three amend, the treaty as negotiated
vote on the TAA. If it
bills were voted on separately, by the President.
passes, he may rule that the
with the understanding that
The loss of ‘fast track’ would June 12 vote on the TPA
they must all three pass to give cripple
the
President’s will stand, and the House
effect to ‘fast track’ the TPP.
negotiating position on the TPP, will proceed to voting on
The three bills are: Trade because congressional members
the Customs Bill. Even
Adjustment
Assistance would be in a position to propose
then, it appears that should
(TAA), to grant financial aid to amendments of all types to the
the Customs Bill not pass,
workers displaced by Trade treaty.
the package could go down
Agreements;
Trade
This could mean the end of to defeat.
Promotion Authority (TPA), the TPP, and also affect the
Trade officials in Japan
to give the President authority negotiation of a similar treaty
and Australia indicated
to negotiate on behalf of the with Europe.
that without US ‘fast-track’
United States; and Trade
authority, it was unlikely
Facilitation and Trade Enforcement
that TPP ministerial meetings would be held
(essentially dealing with customs).
as scheduled at the end of June, and it is
Two votes were taken. The first vote, on
conceivable that talks will collapse
TAA, was defeated by a combination of both
completely. 0
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Glass sponge reefs in Strait of Georgia to be
protected - Natalie Dunsmuir

ew fishing closures were announced
on June 5 with the hope of protecting
BC’s glass sponge reefs. The closures
will prohibit bottom contact fishing over the
fragile reefs in the Georgia Strait and in a 150m
buffer zone around them.
Glass sponge reefs are found only in the
waters off British Columbia and Washington.
They were thought to be extinct up until 1987,
when scientists discovered reefs in Hecate Strait.
Living fossils close to 9,000-years-old, the reefs
are easily damaged by bottom fishing.
Fishermen looking to catch spot prawns often
drop their traps and risk damaging these fragile
ecosytems, which are slow to recover, if they
manage recovery at all.
Glass sponge reefs were first discovered in
the Strait of Georgia in 2001 during seabed
mapping. Reefs are located in areas near
Galiano, Hornby, and Gabriola Islands, as well
as near Parksville, West Vancouver, the
Sunshine Coast, and the mouth of the Fraser
River. The world’s largest reef is located in

P

Hecate Strait.
Fisheries & Oceans Canada established
‘voluntary fishing closures’ of the Georgia Strait
reefs in 2014 to protect them during the lengthy
consultation process of creating protection
regulation. The new closures will ensure that the
Georgia Strait reefs no longer face accidental
damage from fishing gear.
The regulations come after extensive
discussion between commercial and
recreational fishing industries, First Nations,
Fisheries & Oceans Canada, the David Suzuki
Foundation, Canadian Parks & Wildlife Society
(CPAWS), Vancouver Aquarium, Sunshine
Coast Conservation Association, and Marine
Life Sanctuaries Society.
Glass sponge reefs still face danger from
anchors, cables and oil spills. Conservation
groups are pushing for the area—and other BC
glass sponge reefs—to be given further
protection through marine protected areas
(MPAs). CPAWS has been working for MPAs
around these reefs since 2001. 0

Conservationists call for Wildwood’s protection

rominent conservationists are adding
their voices to calls for The Land
Conservancy of BC (TLC) to protect
Wildwood Ecoforest forever.
Wildwood is a world-class model of
sustainable forestry near Nanaimo. The
property was the life work of pioneering
ecoforester Merv Wilkinson. In year 2000,
citizens raised over a million dollars, helping
TLC purchase and protect Wilkinson’s legacy.
Renowned ecoforester Chris Maser, artist
and environmentalist Robert Bateman and
musician Ann Mortifee have joined nearly 50
leading conservation professionals and
wilderness advocates, including scientists,

academics and organizations, signing onto a
letter insisting that Wildwood be kept in the
hands of a non-profit charitable organization
and not sold to private interests.
However, TLC has been under courtsupervised creditor protection since 2013, and
has been trying to repay its debts while
preserving its many environmentally
significant properties.
In February 2015, as part of a restructuring
plan, TLC announced its intention to sell
Wildwood to a private individual. A citizens
group, called the Wildwood Protectors, formed
WILDWOOD, please turn to page 6
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If you come to Denman this summer, you will likely visit the Denman Island General Store which has been open since 1908. Daryl McLaughlin, aka ‘Grumpy’ because he is extremely sweet,
has done an amazing job of revitalizing the store as an essential community hub by supporting local products and encouraging local farmers and entrepreneurs. Daryl has an amazing crew
working with him. It is always a pleasure to climb those 107-year-old steps, on which Daryl estimates 300,000 people have made their mark, and spend time in the store shooting the breeze
and purchasing items we need.

ROUND THE ISLANDS

Intermediate Class Ship Names On The Way

On Friday, June 13, a Vessel Naming Committee of 12 judges
spent the day selecting a set of three vessel-class names and
three sets of three vessel names. These will be brought forward
to BC Ferries Executive Management Committee for a final
selection of names for the three Intermediate Class vessels that
are currently being built in Poland.
Island Tides’ Christa Grace-Warrick was one of the judges
along with BC Ferries officials, ship crew members, Ferry
Advisory Chairs, and the editors of Powell River Peak and Salt
Spring’s Driftwood.
The contest had closed on June 9 with 7,100 eligible entries.
A remarkable participation rate; BC Ferries had expected about
1,000 entries. BC Ferries personnel had a two-day race to
categorize all entries to aid selection day.
Friday’s congenial meeting was expertly facilitated by Patti
Schom-Moffat of Edelman Canada. It was a fascinating, almost
magical, process; systematically whittling down the hundreds
of names submitted.
Discussion between team members was thoughtful and
insightful. From the quantity and creative range of the contest
entries, it is obvious that British Columbians care a great deal

about their ferries.
There was a speedy, unanimous vote for one of the vessel
class names and wildlife was a big favourite for the ships’ names.
The final selection is expected to be announced in July.

Saturna Townhall, Saturday June 14

Following her MP report and in answer to questions from
attendees at Saturna’s townhall meeting, MP Elizabeth May laid
out the Green Party of Canada’s strategy for after the election.
She said that a dozen or so elected Greens will hold the balance
of power in either an NDP or Liberal minority government. As
Green MPs have a mandate to cooperate with other parties, the
minority government will function well.
Directly after the election, while the NDP, Liberals and
Progressive Conservatives are busy sorting out how they will
organize themselves, May hopes to represent Canada at
December’s last-chance-for-the-planet COP21 climate change
meeting in Paris, bringing Canada back into a leadership role.
May’s background and constant diligence on the issue of climate
change would make her a natural choice for the job.
The Honourable Pat Carney, retired Conservative Senator
and Saturna resident, introduced MP May and, thinking of the
upcoming election, advising, ‘Vote for the person’ who will best
represent you.

Magic Lake Sewage Updgrade

TALISMAN

BOOKS &GALLERY

Photography Show:
Howard Cummer - Photos of Pender
Island and the Pacific Northwest

Launch: July 4, 1pm
Show runs: July 1 to 31

250-629-6944
Driftwood Ctr, Pender Island

A vote is taking place on North Pender on a sewer upgrade
project. The voting question is: ‘Are you in favour of the Capital
Regional District (CRD) Board adopting Bylaw No. 4008,
‘Magic Lake Estates Wastewater System Loan Authorization
Bylaw No. 1, 2015’ authorizing the Capital Regional District to
borrow an amount up to but not to exceed six million fifty
thousand dollars ($6,050,000) for the purpose of
administering, planning, designing, acquiring and
constructing the capital renewal and upgrade of the Magic
Lake Estates Wastewater System. Yes or No?’
General voting takes place at St Peter’s Church, 4703 Canal
Road, Pender Island, from 8am to 8pm on June 27. At a recent
meeting, questions were raised as to the viability of CRD
planning, and two members of the Magic Lake Water & Sewer
Committee voted against the CRD plan.

Over 800 Artists Enter Salt Spring
National Art Prize

The submission process for the Salt Spring National Art Prize
(SSNAP) closed on May 31 with a total of 1,367 works of art
entered in the competition, from over 800 Canadian artists. The
contest, an initiative of the Salt Spring Arts Council, is a national,
juried competition with $25,000 worth of awards.
Organizers were thrilled by the exceptional response to

SSNAP’s inaugural year; several staff members worked
overtime up to deadline day. Close to 200 artists waited until
the last day to complete their submissions.
Representation in this national competition was strongest
in BC, with half of submissions coming from the province,
eighty of which were from Salt Spring Island.
Artists’ anonymous submissions will be judged this summer
and 50 works will be selected by mid-July. Works will be
exhibited at Mahon Hall on Salt Spring Island from September
25 to October 26. Finalists will be announced on September 25
and results will be given on October 24.

Vancouver Island Drought

The Province of BC has designated Vancouver Island as a Level
3 drought area.
Stage 2 water restrictions have been put in place in the City
of Duncan, Municipality of North Cowichan, Cowichan Valley
Regional District, Cowichan Tribes, Town of Lake Cowichan,
and in the Town of Ladysmith. These regulations limit the
amount of water that can be used for lawns and watering
gardens. Washing driveways is not permitted. To learn more,
go to www.cvrd.bc.ca/DocumentCenter/View/66716.

Fairyslipper Forest

The Islands Trust Fund, along with partners Thetis Island
Nature Conservancy (ThINC) and Cowichan Community Land
Trust have launched an online video to kick-start year-two of
the campaign to create the first publicly accessible nature
reserve on Thetis Island.
The short film is a joint effort by members of ThINC and
retired local videographer Don Cumming. In the video, Thetis
Islanders share their connection to the forest, and Andy
MacKinnon, forest ecologist and co-author of Plants of Coastal
British Columbia, makes a special appearance to highlight the
ecological importance of the nature reserve.
ThINC has named the proposed Lower Burchell Hill nature
reserve as Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve, after the
fairyslipper orchid that dots the forest floor with its pink
blossoms every spring.
In one year, more than 100 of Thetis’s 350 residents have
donated to the campaign to protect the forest, raising a third of
the $560,000 needed to purchase the land.
Thetis Island is the largest of Canada’s islands in the Salish
Sea without publicly accessible protected land. The Fairyslipper
Forest Nature Reserve would protect an imperiled Coastal
Douglas-fir forest, an important watershed, and sections of a
popular trail to the summit of Burchell Hill.
The video is online at www.bit.ly/FairyslipperVideo. Visit
www.IslandsTrustFund.bc.ca/Fairyslipper
for
more
information and to donate.

Island Health Receives National Green Award

Island Health has been recognized as one of Canada’s Greenest
Employers of 2015 by Mediacorp Canada, an organization that
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Former health officer opposes
New Salt Spring
Alcan sulphur increase - Patrick Brown incorporation study
Former Chief Medical Health Officer Dr David Bowering says that
increasing Rio Tinto Alcan’s sulphur dioxide emissions without installing
scrubbers will have serious health effects on residents of Kitimat.
Bowering writes as ‘a resident within the airshed which RTA is planning
to use as a repository for the waste sulphur dioxide its updated smelter
in Kitimat will produce’.
His letter—to RTA shareholders—contains serious criticism of the
RTA study that concluded that raising the height of the plant’s emission
stacks will avoid harm to humans, despite increases in SO2 emissions
from 27 to 42 metric tonnes per day. On the basis of the study, Alcan
was given a permit in 2013 for a production increase, without a
requirement for any additional emissions treatment. No SO2 limits have
since been imposed by the Province.
Bowering says that RTA’s air dispersion model does not consider the
effects of climate change on inversions and wind dispersion in the
Kitimat area. He challenges the RTA conclusion that there is insufficient
evidence to connect SO2 to cardiovascular mortality and respiratory
disease. He recommends that scrubbers should be installed.
Two Kitimat elementary school teachers—Emily Toews and Lis
Stannous—challenged the permit approval through the BC
Environmental Appeals Board.
Kitimat is also the site for proposed gas-fired LNG liquefaction plants
and shipping facilities. Environmental studies have so far failed to
consider cumulative airshed effects. 0

<

Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides pay
for publishing it! Mail or phone in your $30 subscription
today: 250-216-2267. Thank You!

A provincially funded $120,000 incorporation study is
now underway on Salt Spring Island. It includes
research and analysis, modelling the authorities,
operation and finances of a municipality, and public
engagement and consultation on the potential changes
involved.
Following what has been described as a ‘very
vigorous response’ to a call for volunteers, the study is
led by a citizens’ committee which has now been
named. Chosen by Island Trustees George Grams and
Peter Grove, and CRD Director Wayne McIntyre, it
includes Mark Aston, Greg Clayton, Jean Elwell,
Elizabeth FitzZaland, Kelly Hyslop, Stanley Shapiro,
Drew Stotsbury, Uli Temmel, Ruth Waldick, and Karen
Wright.
In a brief statement, the three officials stated: ‘As
was the case in 2002, there are those in our community
who have cast their mind on this issue and who do not
wish the study to proceed. For the great majority,
however, this is an opportunity to learn, to debate, and
to choose between our current form of governance or a
municipal model.
‘We appeal to our community to make this process
courteous and respectful, free of the divisive rhetoric,
the fear mongering and the ad hominem attacks that
so characterized the previous incorporation study and
divided this community.’ 0
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Prepaid Fare Increases

Perrin, Thoreau’s study also included increases in prepaid
(Experience Card) fares from 2003 to 2015, on Routes Nº4

ROUND THE ISLANDS from page 2

publishes ‘Canada’s Top 100 Employers’ list. The award refers
specifically to Island Health’s work developing a strategic fiveyear Sustainable Energy Management Plan, which includes a
review of buildings’ energy use and progress towards
greenhouse gas reduction targets—the goal being to reduce
emissions by 33% below 2007 levels by 2020. The greenhouse
gas emissions of Island Health dropped more than 5% this year.
Island Health is also being recognized for accessing
provincial funding for solar thermal installations at four sites;
supporting ‘Green Teams’ at six facilities that spearhead
sustainability initiatives, mentor peers, promote saving energy
and resources and promote other initiatives that encourage a
culture of sustainability across the health region; supporting
commuting alternatives, including expanded bicycle storage,
subsidized bus passes, a shuttle service between Victoria
General and Royal Jubilee hospitals, preferential carpool
parking, vehicle charging stations at select sites; and actively
supporting ‘Bike-to-Work Week’ with over 1,000 employees
participating in the annual event.

Victoria Foundation Accepting Applications
for Community Grants

The Victoria Foundation has begun accepting applications for
their Community Grants program. Applications from local nonprofits will be accepted until August 11. The Foundation has
recently listed increasing food security and reducing
homelessness as two of their priorities, and are encouraging
organizations whose mission aligns with these goals to apply for
new project funding.
Last year, Community Grants provided nearly $1.5 million
to 86 non-profits on Vancouver Island, bringing the total
granted by the Victoria Foundation in 2014 to $13.3 million and
over $144 million since the organization’s inception in 1936.
All of the grants have a connection to one or more of the
following 12 areas: arts and culture, getting started, standard of
living, learning, belonging and engagement, safety, sports and
recreation, economy, transportation, housing, environment,
and health and wellness.
To apply, go to www.victoriafoundation.ca.

Endangered Baby Turtles Unearthed at
Beaver Lake

Volunteers were surprised to dig up four live baby turtles on the
shores of Beaver Lake while weeding the area as part of annual

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

SALT SPRING ISLAND

(Swartz Bay to Fulford Harbour), Route Nº8 (Horseshoe Bay
to Snug Cove), Route Nº19 (Nanaimo to Gabriola Island), and
Route Nº22 (Hornby Island to Denman Island). The
calculations show the 2003 prepaid fare for car and driver, the
2015 prepaid fare, the percentage increase since 2003 (115%–
138%), the 2015 prepaid fare if fares had increased only at the
rate of the Consumer Price Index, and the proposed 2016 fare
with a 25% cut.
The report concludes that, while fares have increased
steadily, revenues from vehicle traffic have seemingly plateaued
in Fiscal Year 2013-2014. It suggests that further fare increases
may not translate into added revenues and, in fact, that ‘a well
designed fare structure (including discounts) could well mean
better financial results’.
The report recommends: ‘Additional government funding
to reduce ferry fares by 25% on the Minor Routes and on Route
Nº3 would begin to reverse some of the negative consequences
of the accelerated fare increases experienced in coastal
communities since 2003.’ 0

Besley
Design & Build
3D Computer Design
Permit Plans
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Renovations & Additions
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rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885

MOORINGS

INSTALLED, REPAIRED,
MAINTAINED
Dock Chain Inspection
& Replacement

Chris West
Dive Services

turtle nesting habitat maintenance. The turtles were identified
by biologists as endangered Western Painted Turtles and were
most likely hatchlings from summer 2014. Baby painted turtles
overwinter in their nests and dig themselves out in the spring.
Biologists guess that these turtles could not dig themselves out
of the dry, hard mud caused by the unusually hot spring.
Volunteers placed the four babies on the moist lakeshore,
close to the water, so that they could complete their journeys to
the lake by themselves. Beaver Lake is home to a population of
Western Painted Turtles. A protected piece of land by the shore
was set aside for turtle nesting in June 2011.

250-888-7199/250-538-1667

A half dozen volunteers have worked for five years at inspiring
youth to see the aerospace sciences in a new light. The four-day
Texada Aerospace program is simple and direct. The message
is clear. The course shows the students how important
aerospace technologies are and shows them many areas that
one can work in within the field.
But there is more... Within the context of the aerospace
sciences the students are shown the importance of working
toward conserving resources, with the end result of bringing
about a change in the approach to creating energy use that is
totally sustainable. In presenting the history of aerospace
technology, the reliance on carbon and fossil fuels is discussed.
The course also demonstrates the use of alternate energy
generation methods by showing the use of solar power to create
most of the electricity for the 12volt systems on board AirBuzz
Mk ll, the realistic flight simulator that was purpose-built on
Texada Island. A solar collector, constructed from a recycled
satellite dish, is used to show how it can heat water by capturing
the sun’s energy and focusing it on a small area.
This year, two physicists will be teaching the students about
energy, gravity and time... and of course, the examples will be
black holes, stars, rockets, and the solar system.
Aircraft engine and aviation basics will be taught by veteran
technicians and pilots.
The students will operate two flight simulators, a scaled
down windtunnel, participate in working in a metal workshop
and watch radio-controlled model aircraft and rocket flying
sessions. These activities will be topped off by a flight in a real
Cessna from the Texada Airport, and a graduation ceremony
immediately afterward.
See ‘What’s On?’ page 7 for more details. 0
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Texada Aerospace Week Teaches New
Subjects - Doby Dobrostanski
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Islands Trust calls for 25% ferry fare reduction

The Islands Trust has called for a 25% reduction in fares for minor
routes and Route Nº3, Horseshoe Bay to Langdale. Trust Area
islands, plus the Sunshine Coast, have experienced severe
economic damage from the continuing increases in ferry fares
since 2003, it says.
A study by Perrin, Thoreau and Associates Ltd has
concluded that an increase in the annual provincial subsidy of
between thirteen and sixteen million dollars would be necessary
to make up for such a fare reduction on minor routes. A further
seven to nine million dollars would be required to compensate
for fare reductions on Route 3.
Perrin, Thoreau have included in their calculation an
estimate of the recovery of ridership that should result from the
fare reduction. They have also assumed an inflation rate of 2%
from 2016-2020 and annual fare increases of 1.9% from April
1, 2016 to April 1, 2020.

FREE REMOVAL!
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& Equipment
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By David
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WANTED
TO RENT

Family home at south end of Salt
Spring Island. Longterm or for
school year. 4 bedrooms or three
and a small suite. Non-smoking,
considerate family with no pets.
250-216-2796

NEXT DEADLINE:
June 30
250.216.2267
BOXED ADS - Start
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Downtown Victoria
Rental – Ferncliff House

One bedroom self-catering with
full kitchen, living room, bath, tv,
wifi, on quiet street & private
duplex home in Fernwood/
Oakland district, less than 5
minutes from Jubilee Hospital,
Hillside Mall, and downtown.
$250 - 2 nights, $300 - 3
nights, $600 - week.
No smoking/pets.
250-539-2463
www.bluevistaresort.com/victoria
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Trans Mountain Pipeline

A version of this letter was sent to Peter Watson, Chairman
and CEO of the National Energy Board.
Sir:
It is now of urgent importance to Canadians that you
immedately shut down the aging Trans Mountain pipeline.
Recent studies have shown the huge losses to the Canadian
economy if the proposed pipeline breaks, and these pertain also
to the old pipeline.
At this time the public on the west coast is being bombarded
with misleading ads by Kinder Morgan noting that they ‘have
been safely’ supplying oil. However there is no evidence that this
pipeline has broken any less than any other, as best illustrated
in the study by MP Kennedy. Recently I have taken the time to
inform many who live along the route about this very accurate
study.
I have also recently taken the time to supply you with a report
noting the minimal amount of infrastructure replacement done
along the Coquihalla Summit section such as where a tree was
cut down, but the stump and its roots have not yet been
disengaged from the pipe. Today, when passing through that
and the Thompson River sectors, I noted no infrastructure
replacement underway as yet this year.
I have been waiting for over a year for an answer to my
research that showed an area of thinner pipe was originally
installed in the Coquihalla to Hope section.
Therefore it is my duty as a Canadian to inform others of
your negligent management of this pipeline.
David Ellis, 100 Mile House

End Of the Century Way Too Late

Dear Editor:
‘Better late than never’ may save you if you’ve forgotten your
wife’s birthday, but late is the same as never when it comes to
avoiding runaway climate change.
Scientists warn that like a series of dominoes, Arctic sea ice
will disappear within a few years, the ocean will rapidly warm
and vast quantities of methane, now safely frozen on the ocean
floor, will be released, setting off uncontrollable global warming.
Stephen Harper’s G7 promise to decarbonize our economy
by the year 2100—the same year that he will celebrate his 141st
birthday—offers the false and very dangerous hope that we can
continue business as usual for the time being while still avoiding
the sort of climate change that will threaten the survival of every
species on Earth.
Binding commitments, a rapidly escalating carbon tax and
decarbonization within a few decades are the only chance we
truly have of preserving a habitable planet: failing that, there
might not be enough people left at the turn of the century to
blow out the candles on our Prime Minister’s cake.
Mike Ward, Duncan
Ed’s Note: The original G7 proposal at the recent summit in
Germany set the critical year for decarbonization for 2050.
Canada was one of the countries arguing for an end-ofcentury target.
www.islandtides.com

Editorial: Elections & Interns

Island Tides is doing its bit in getting discussion of federal
election issues going. In our last edition, ‘Questions To Ask Your
Federal Candidate 2015’ started the ball rolling.
Now, as in the 2013 provincial election, we are providing an
opportunity for local candidates to publish their answers to
important questions.
All federal electoral districts on Vancouver Island touch the
shores of the Salish Sea: Courtenay-Alberni, CowichanMalahat-Langford, Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke, NanaimoLadysmith, North Island-Powell River, Saanich-Gulf Islands,
and Victoria. That’s a large number of candidates.
We contacted twenty-eight electoral district associations or
their candidates—for NDP, Liberals, Progressive Conservatives,
and Green Party, with our first question about the Coast Guard.
Read the replies of those who responded on page 10.
As the time for replying to this question was short, we expect
more candidates will join in next edition. Also, as more candidates
are declared, we can include them in the dialogue. If you know of
an official candidate whose name is not included at the bottom

of page 10, you can help by letting us know—with contact details
if possible—and please let them know about this opportunity, too.
Meanwhile, education has been close to my heart since my
days as an elementary school teacher. Island Tides has always
had a broad-based educative function and over the last year this
has taken on a new aspect; Natalie Dunsmuir has been our first
paid intern.
She has learned a great deal about business, newspapering,
and communications, and living independently. During her year,
she has saved for and taken her first trip to Europe. This fall, she
is off to study journalism at Langara College. We are very proud
of her accomplishments and grateful for her excellent work at
Island Tides. Before she goes we need to hire and begin training
our next intern.
So, Island Tides is now looking for a young person who would
like to work and learn at Island Tides, beginning as soon as
possible. This contract position would be for at least one year—
there is much to learn and much to do. If you or anyone you
know is excited by the idea, give us a call asap. —CG-W

Financing Maternal and Child Health

infrequent victories, while living with the knowledge of where
our current trajectory is leading us. And why is it like this? One
of the major reasons is that we live and work in a country whose
government has been taking us backward instead of forward on
the environmental front, more concerned with short-term
political gains than with the longterm future of humanity.
You don’t appear to realize that most people who do this kind
of work do not do it because it is fun, or necessarily appealing,
or because it provides a substantial income; they do it because
they are aware, through scientific evidence and forecasting, and
through real-life affirmations such as ice loss, extinction rates,
water shortages, and the severe weather events that are already
occurring and causing immense human loss and suffering, of
what is happening to our planet. And because they are aware
and care deeply about the future of humans and other animal
life in our world, they are motivated to want to do something to
help, in many cases even devoting countless hours of their own
time. People who do this type of work hold onto a small hope
that we can maintain a civilization that will provide a decent
quality of life for our children and future generations. People
like you make this hope even more tenuous.
I am writing this to ask that, in light of Daniel’s death and
out of respect for such an outstanding and well-loved Canadian,
you and others who are standing in the way of the kind of radical
changes required to protect our life systems might take a
moment to reflect on the direction you are taking our country.
In Daniel’s words ‘Human civilization is faced with a simple
choice: evolve and transition smoothly into a substantial way of
being, or face certain catastrophe as the effects of climate change
and the myriad of associated environmental realities worsen
and inevitably envelop every corner of the globe.’
People like Daniel are not ‘enemies of the state’, but friends,
both of Canada and the rest of the planet, doing what they can,
with the best intentions, often putting the welfare of others
ahead of their own. A lot could be gained by heeding the
message of our fallen hero, Daniel, and by supporting those who
continue his legacy.
If you or any others would like to pay tribute to Daniel, you
can contribute to the Daniel Kingsbury Music for Youth
Endowment, which helps youth at risk gain a musical education
(sccfoundation.com/donations/how-to/), or to the Jellyfish
Project (www.thejellyfishproject.org).
Michelle Mech, Salt Spring Island

Readers’ Letters

Dear Editor:
Every day, 800 women die from the act of giving birth to a new
life. Every year, 2.9 million newborns die within the first month
of life. These are preventable deaths, the result of deep
inequalities between countries and within countries.
The Global Financing Facility, sponsored by Canada and
other key donors, offers an innovative approach to gathering
the resources needed for building the health systems in poor
countries. National governments will be in control, mobilising
domestic resources and implementing programmes that are in
line with national health priorities. International donors will be
partners in the process, providing ongoing support as countries
transition out of poverty.
The emphasis on country ownership should be welcome to
critics of foreign aid who have argued that economic development
cannot be imposed from outside. The risk, however, is that
international donors may simply be ceding control to national
elites. While the express intent of the GFF is to provide financing
that delivers equitable outcomes, this principle cannot be assured
if minority groups and the marginalised do not have a voice in
the formulation of health strategies.
The business plan of the GFF is being finalised and it will be
officially launched at the Financing for Development
Conference in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in July. It will bring fresh
hope to the battles being fought around the world to end
needless deaths of mothers and children. Canada must insist
that inclusiveness and equity are given a central place in the
design and implementation of the GFF.
Chitra Ramaswami, Calgary

Bill C-51

Dear Editor:
As a Canadian, I am humiliated and deeply ashamed that the
Senate has passed Harper’s ‘Secret Police Bill’, C-51.
Leo Joy, Vernon

Letter Contains Important Error

Dear Editor:
A letter from Frants Attorp, published in Island Tides on June
11, mentions ‘illegally occupied Palestinian territories’ when, of
course, the territories are not ‘illegally’ occupied—if they are
occupied at all—and they are not Palestinian. The territories
came under Israel’s authority as a result of Israel defending
against Arab aggression in 1967. What is illegal is Palestinian
resistance to measures of control that Israel exercises in the
territories per the security exceptions to the Geneva Convention
prescribed in Article 64ff.
The question of what part of the territories—if any—is to be
Palestinian remains to be resolved through negotiations—per
UNSCR 242 and by agreement with the PLO at Oslo.
Michael Friedman, Salt Spring Island

In Tribute to Daniel Kingsbury

An Open Letter to Prime Minister Harper:
On June 1, an inspiring, immensely talented and wonderful
young person, Daniel Kingsbury, ended his life. He was 28 years
old. In recent years, this singer and songwriter worked to educate
young people about declining ocean health and climate change,
incorporating live music with environmental education to
encourage youth to get involved in the environmental
movement—benefiting over 52,000 students across Canada.
I, and others to whom I am close, have done extensive work
on the environmental front and can empathize with how
depressing this work can be. Depressing because world leaders
such as you are doing so little to take the actions that are
necessary to keep our planet a livable place for our children and
future generations. In your case, not only are you not taking
appropriate actions, but you are also inhibiting progress on a
global scale and, here in Canada, you have even eradicated
many pre-existing environmental laws and are censoring
important research information from our scientists.
Though I had substantial contact with the organization that
Daniel co-founded, the Jellyfish Project, I didn’t know Daniel
directly, but I am well aware of the wonderful work that he did.
His death is a great loss to our country and though I am not
privy to the details of his death, I do know the toll that
environmental work can take on a person. It is a life of ‘banging
your head against the wall’ combined with some very small and

What Could MPs Have To Hide?

Dear Editor:
A recent editorial from the Winnipeg Free Press concerning
the taxpayer-funded audit of our senators, and calling for audits
of the rest of our parliamentarians, states that ‘...MPs have
always acted like they have something to hide.’ There is one
exception. Saanich-Gulf Islands’ MP Elizabeth May regularly
posts her income and expenses online for full public disclosure.
May has repeatedly challenged her colleagues to do the
same, with zero response to date.
Nothing much has changed since Stephen Leacock noted the
similarity between politicians and babies, namely that: ‘They
both should be changed often, for precisely the same reason.’
Jim Erkiletian, Nanaimo 0
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No Time To Think - Patrick Brown

ebate, discussion, and negotiation can
be eradicated by what has come to be
known as omnibus legislation. They
can also be circumvented by secrecy.
The omnibus principle is that all the issues
and proposals to be agreed upon, or legislation
to be passed, are rolled up into one enormous
bill, act, or treaty to be passed, agreed, or
adopted at one time.
The usual rational for this technique is to
‘get it done’. By including many consensual
proposals along with contentious measures,
omnibus bills ensure insufficient time for
debate, thus getting contentious measures
adopted without due consideration.
Canada’s recent governments have relied
on ‘omnibus’ bills to pass vast amounts of
game-changing legislation under the guise of
‘budget’ bills.

Budget Implementation Bill

In Canada, budget bills, by Parliamentary
convention, cannot be defeated without the
government ‘losing the confidence’ of
Parliament, and having to resign, resulting in
an unscheduled election.
This spring, the House of Commons passed
Bill C-59, the ‘Economic Action Plan 2015 Act,
No 1’. It was some 170 pages, relatively modest
compared with other omnibus bills of the past
few years, but it still contained new or
amended legislation affecting forty-four Acts:
The Income Tax Act, Universal Child Care
Benefit Act, Children’s Special Allowances Act,
Federal Balanced Budget Act, Prevention of
Terrorist Travel Act, Canada Evidence Act,
Industrial Design Act, Patent Act, Trademarks Act, Canada Labour Code,
Employment Insurance Act, Copyright Act,
Export Development Act, Members of
Parliament Retiring Allowances Act, National
Energy Board Act, Parliament of Canada Act,
Canada Post Corporation Act, Federal Courts
Act,
Financial
Administration
Act,
Garnishment, Attachment and Pension
Diversion Act, Government Employees
Compensation
Act,
Public
Service
Superannuation Act, Radiocommunication
Act, Parliamentary Employment and Staff
Relations Act, Non-smokers’ Health Act,

Official Languages Act, Public Sector
Compensation
Act,
Public
Service
Employment Act, Expenditure Restraint Act,
Employment Insurance Act, Modernization of
Benefits and Obligations Act, Budget
Implementation Act, 2000, Canada Small
Business Financing Act, Personal Information
Protection and Electronic Documents Act,
Proceeds of Crime (Money Laundering) and
Terrorist Financing Act, Immigration and
Refugee Protection Act, First Nations Fiscal
Information Act, Canadian Forces Members
and Veterans Re-establishment and
Compensation Act, Veterans Review and
Appeal Board Act, Long-gun Registry Act,
Trust and Loan Companies Act, Bank Act,
Insurance Companies Act, and the
Cooperative Credit Associations Act.
Some of these pieces of legislation are
consequential;
some
are
trivial.
Parliamentarians had little time to debate
them, because the government imposed ‘time
allocation’ which meant that the three votes on
Bill C-59 were conducted following a
predetermined schedule, and debating time
was limited for MPs of all parties (but
particularly for the smaller parties).
Despite the availability of the text to all MPs
of all parties, and its publication on the
internet, the effect clearly is that some items
will slip through without examination.

The Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP)

A second technique to still debate is clearly
secret negotiations. Powerful countries (and
powerful multinational corporations) need
multinational ‘free trade agreements’ to force
less powerful countries to agree to trade,
investment, and legislative measures.
The Trans Pacific Partnership falls in this
category. This secret multilateral trade and
investment agreement includes twelve
countries (Australia, Brunei Darussalam,
Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New
Zealand, Peru, Singapore, United States, and
Vietnam). It covers many legislative items,
virtually all of them consequential. Its
implementation is intended to ensure that all
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SEAL BLISS

participating nations have similar domestic
legislation governing trade, investment, and
commerce. At present, they do not.
Negotiation has been going on since 2005,
but public understanding has been deliberately
impeded by a code of secrecy among all
participants. The wording of only part of the
TPP proposals has recently become available
through Wikileaks, see ‘Looking at the TPP’s
Leaked Investor-State Dispute Provisions’,
page 8, Island Tides, June 11, 2015.
TPP’s Investor-State Dispute Provisions
(I–SDP) resemble ‘Chapter 11’ in the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and
are intended to block the actions of
governments which might affect multinational
corporations, and avoid corporate liability
under national laws and courts. The US has
consistently won actions under NAFTA’s
Chapter 11; Canada has consistently lost.
For the TPP, Australia has insisted on
exemption from the TPP’s I-SDP chapter.
In the near future, we may expect public
awareness of the TPP’s ‘Intellectual Property’
provisions, which (among many other things)
apparently seeks to extend the length of time
for protection of patents (therapeutic drugs are
an issue) and copyrights (which affect films,
music, and the freedom of the internet).
A number of these proposals have been
made by United States negotiators; some of
the provisions exceed those in current US law.
It seems possible that some US-based
corporations seek to change US law through
the TPP where they cannot change it through
the US political system.

What’s Happening?

The secrecy has made public debate anywhere
about TPP nearly impossible. The Canadian
government has published short reports on
each meeting for the past few years, from
which we learn that there have been
discussions on:
‘Market access, intellectual property, rules
of origin, investment and textiles, state owned
enterprises, non-conforming measures,
environment, financial services, legal and
institutional issues, goods market access,
technical barriers to trade, e-commerce,
transparency and anti-corruption, services/
investment, government procurement,
sanitary and phyto-sanitary measures,
agriculture, temporary entry for business
persons, labour, investment and competition.’
In the latest few negotiating sessions:
‘Discussions were held... negotiators met in
plurilateral, bilateral and small group formats

with the objective of advancing remaining text
and market access issues. Negotiators will
continue discussions through intersessional
work in the coming weeks... with the goal of
further advancing negotiations. Progress was
made in several areas... progress was achieved
across several areas of the text. TPP Leaders
reaffirmed the importance of the TPP as a
regional agreement that will bring economic
growth and prosperity and support job
creation in all TPP countries and instructed
Ministers and negotiators to continue their
work towards concluding an ambitious,
comprehensive and high-standard agreement.
Considerable progress was made across
several areas and negotiators will continue
their work, guided by the instructions provided
by Ministers. Progress was made... Chief
negotiators also advanced work... TPP
countries agreed in Hanoi to continue to work
to advance negotiations in order to achieve a
comprehensive, high-standard agreement.
The dates and location of the next TPP meeting
are still being determined.’
Canada’s government is well-versed in
secrecy, but from these sketchy and carefully
phrased reports one can detect issues that will
affect every Canadian, and the suspicion that
negotiations, with twelve nations involved, are
not going well.
In the US, the President seeks approval
from congress for a ‘Fast-Track’ process by
which congress will consider the entire TPP
treaty, may not amend it, and must either pass
it or defeat it in what is termed an ‘up or down’
vote. (See article, page 1).
This is very similar to the ‘confidence vote’
in the Canadian House of Commons, except
that the President does not have to resign if the
‘up or down’ vote is defeated.

War By Another Name

Both omnibus bills and multilateral trade
agreements are strategies of war on
democratic governments. Both confuse and
corrupt by combining many unrelated issues
in a single agreement. Omnibus bills, with
insufficient time for debate, are an attack on
the supremacy of Parliament. Multilateral
trade and investment treaties, negotiated in
secrecy like the TPP or its Atlantic equivalent,
the Transatlantic Trade and Investment
Partnership (TTIP), are an attack by
corporations on the sovereignty of nations, and
by larger nations on smaller ones.
Both are an abomination. 0
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Pigeon Guillemonts are one of the few water birds that do not migrate; they live in colonies amongst the Gulf Islands. Their wings are designed for swimming—up to 90 feet underwater. As a result, their take off
and landings are challenging: they run on the water for added lift and their landings resemble belly flops. This image was captured on the north west side of Saturna Island where a small colony is hanging out
this spring.
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News Shorts
Ikea Invests Over $1 billion to Fight
Climate Change

The mulitnational furniture superstore, Ikea, has
announced that it will be putting 1 billion euros (over
$1.39 billion Canadian) towards combating climate
change. Sixty percent of that sum will be used to
advance the company’s goal of using 100% clean
energy. Ikea will invest in building renewable energy
capacity, focusing on windpower and solar. The
other 40% of the fund will go towards helping
developing countries adapt to climate change.
According to Ikea statistics, only 41% of
consumers currently see the company as taking
social and environmental responsibility, a figure that
Ikea hopes to raise to 70% by the end of this year.
The company generated over $32 billion in 2014
alone, and, according to Fortune magazine, the
massive quantity of wood used in their furniture
accounts for 1% of the world’s commerically logged
wood.
Ikea has already invested $2 billion in renewable
energy, installing 700,000 solar panels on their
stores and building more than 300 off-site wind
turbines.

BC Ferries Scraps Idea of Gaming On
Vessels

After a business analysis by the BC Lottery
Corporation, the Ministry of Transportation and
Infastructure has made the decision not to procceed
with a proposed gaming pilot on BC Ferries’ vessels.
The analysis determined that the potential revenues
from gaming would not generate a return on
investment, and would instead have a loss of
$240,000 annually. These figures were based on

After Tim Hortons began showing Enbridge
pipelines ads on its in-store screens, an online
petition was launched by petition generator
SumofUs encouraging the company not to show the
advertising. On the campaign’s first day, 28,000
people signed the petition. Tim Hortons
subsequently announced that it would be dropping
the Enbridge advertising.
The coffee company is now facing an outcry for
withdrawing the ads; social media is buzzing with
‘boycott Timmies’ hashtags. Wildrose Party Leader
Brian Jean, Defense Minister Jason Kenney and
creator of ‘Ethical Oil’, Ezra Levant, are among the
people advocating the tit-for-tat boycott, along with
several Conservative MPs.

Bill To Ban Whales and Dolphin
Captivity

A federal bill has been announced by Senator
Wilfred Moore to phase-out holding whales and
dolphins in captivity. The Ending the Captivity of
Whales and Dolphins Act prohibits captive
breeding, imports, exports and the capture of
whales, porpoises and dolphins in Canada. It allows
for the rescue and rehabilitation of animals that have
sustained injury.
There is currently only one captive orca in
Canada, held at Marineland in Niagara Falls,

the gulf Islands centre for ecological learning is now accepting registrations for
its seep activities on salt spring, mayne, pender, saturna and cortes Islands.

our programs integrate the knowledge and understanding of marine, forest and
freshwater ecosystems, food-growing and local First nations knowledge. We use
natural science, multi-sensory experiences, art, photography, theatre, story telling,
music and play as core learning methods.

salt spring Island

• seep camps: July 13-17, 20-24 & 27-31

mayne Island

www.wintonhomes.ca
You’ll be right at home!

Tim Hortons Drops Enbridge Ads;
Receives Backlash

summer eArtH educAtIon progrAms (seep) 2015

michelle spencer (mspencer@sd64.bc.ca)

1.888.296.8059

need for increased staffing and equipment.
Introducing gaming on board BC Ferries was an
idea generated through government’s public
engagement on the coastal ferry service as an option
to increase revenue.

• seedlings program: July 20-24
3-5 year-olds, $140.00/week/child
Full
tina Farmilo (tinafarmilo@shaw.ca)

• seep programs:
Forest: July 27-31 Full
marine: August 3-7 Full
Jessica Willows (jwillows@sd64.bc.ca)

saturna Island

• seep camp: August 10-14

Jessica Willows (jwillows@sd64.bc.ca)

pender Island

• July 13-17
• salish sea camp: August 3-7
Andrea mills (pender_gicel@hotmail.com)

cortes Island

• environmental leaders
Apprenticeship program: August 19-26
13-17 year-olds, $500/week/child
(includes food and transportation)
Andrew mcphee (amcphee@sd64.bc.ca)

unless otherwise noted programs are:
time: 10am to 4pm, monday through Friday
children ages 6 to 12 • Fees: $200/week/child

limited financial assistance is available for all programs.

gulF IslAnds centre For ecologIcAl leArnIng
consult our website at www.gicel.ca or email: gicel@gicel.ca.

www.islandtides.com

Ontario. Throughout the country there are around
50 beluga whales and dolphins in captivity, some of
which are rescued animals.
The bill is supported by Green Party Leader
Elizabeth May; Gabriela Cowperthwaite, director of
the documentary ‘Blackfish’; Dr Marc Bekoff of the
Jane Goodall Institute; the Canadian Federation of
Humane Societies; the British Columbia Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals; and Zoocheck
Canada.

Public Input Sought On The Great
Bear Rainforest

The Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource is seeking public input into proposed land
use objectives, including the potential for new
BMTAs (biodiversity, mining and tourism areas),
and a conservancy in the Great Bear Rainforest.
The intent of the landuse changes is to meet goals
of reserving 70% of historic old growth forests, with
‘minor exceptions’, while maintaining a viable forest
industry in the Great Bear Rainforest.
Commercial forestry and hydro-electric
generation linked to the power grid are prohibited
in BMTAs. Areas designated as conservancies
explicitly recognize the importance of the area to
First Nations for social, ceremonial and cultural uses.
Up to eight new BMTAs that collectively cover
295,000 hectares of Crown land next to existing
conservancies and other protected areas in the
region are being considered. The potential BMTAs
being considered are Hanson, Sonora, King and Gil
Islands, and the Kitsault, Kimsquit, Green and
Braden areas. However, for King Island, the ministry
NEWS SHORTS, please turn to next page

WILDWOOD from page 1

in opposition to this sale, which they believe contravenes the
Charitable Purposes Preservation Act and risks the future of this
ecoforestry education site.
At a meeting on June 12, members of the TLC voted down a
bylaw amendment that would have allowed the sale. A member
of the Wildwood Protectors, Jessica Snider, also attempted to
put forward a member’s motion that read ‘The members of TLC
move that the inalienable property known as Wildwood can
only be transferred to a not-for-profit charitable purpose trust,
or another established charitable land trust like TLC, and with
a secured minimum contribution to TLC of $600,000, and with
a goal of $860,000.’ The TLC Chair disallowed the motion,
stating that members could not put forward an item at an
Extraordinary General Meeting not already on the agenda. 0
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Consultant questions seismic risks for Site C
Patrick Brown

A report by consultant Norman Zigarlik raises
some critical points in connection with the
proposed Site C dam. He notes that the same
Minister, Bill Bennett, and the same staff that
were responsible for the Mount Polley tailings
pond dam are also responsible for Site C’s
design and construction. They had, he says,
ample warning of the Mount Polley failure.
Zigarlik concludes that much of the
apparent cost increase between the 2010
Gordon Campbell cost estimate of $6.6 billion
and the January 2015 Christy Clark estimate of
$8.8 billion is due to re-engineering in the light
of geological instability.

Earthquakes From
Fracking?

Site C is now designed to withstand a
magnitude 7.6 earthquake. Zigarlik wonders
why the government would consider building
an earth-fill dam in a location where a
magnitude 7.6 earthquake could occur.
Over 230 ‘minor seismic events’ were
related to fracking activities in north-east BC
during a 14-month period in 2013/14,
according to the January 2015 report from the
British Columbia Oil and Gas Commission.
Seismic activity was also occurring in previous
years, according to reports prepared for the
Alberta government over the previous 20
years.

Most earthquakes in the region are
described by the Shale Resource Centre
Canada, as ‘tiny’ at 4.1 magnitude. However,
they may well be connected to nearby fracking
(one Alberta government report from as long
ago as 1993 linked fracturing and seismic
activity ).
A further earthquake hazard, says Zigarlik,
is the stress on the earth’s crust caused by the
introduction of the weight of massive
impoundments of water.

Slides From Earthquakes?

Zigarlik’s concern appears to be mainly related
to the possibility that earth slides from the
valley sides into the reservoir will cause
‘overtopping’ of the dam, and that this
possibility will be exacerbated by an
accumulation of sediment from the river
flowing into the reservoir, together with a
constant series of small earthquakes. Site C, he
says, does not have a lot of spare freeboard. He
notes that the 1973 Attachie slide put 17 million
tons of material into the valley in ten minutes.
Zigarlik says that the dam, if and when it is
built, will have accumulated additional costs
from the incorporation of further engineering
improvements during construction. He
suggests that ‘there is an attempt to bury the
bad news now and deal with it later when it is
too late to turn back’. 0
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is considering establishing a conservancy instead of a BMTA.
To
learn
more,
go
to:
www.for.gov.bc.ca/
TASB/SLRP/GBR_BMTA_LUOR.html.
Written comments can be mailed to: Great Bear Rainforest
Land User Order/BMTAs Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations in Nanaimo.

No New Coal, Says Stern

Nicholas Stern, former World Bank Chief Economist, says that
the costs of electricity from renewable sources has to be cut to
below the cost of electricity from coal.
Currently, says the data company Bloomberg, solar power
costs an average of $136 a megawatt-hour, but coal is still
cheaper at about $91/MWh. Onshore wind, they say, is still
cheaper at $85/MWh.
Stern says that new coal should be subject to strict
worldwide regulation.

Supreme Court Orders Sale Of Komas Bluffs
Property

For some years, the owner of a property on Komas Bluffs,
Denman Island, has fought the Local Trust Committee over
bylaws that mandated care of trees and prevention of erosion
of the bluffs themselves.
In 1988, the LTC created a Development Permit Area to
protect the unstable slopes of the bluffs; tree removal, building
construction, and drainage alteration have been allowed only
by special permit.
Despite this, property owner Dean Ellis cut trees in
contravention of the bylaws. After the failure of negotiations,
the Denman Island LTC obtained a court injunction in 2005
requiring compliance with the bylaws and remediation of the
affected area, as well as the payment of Special Costs to the LTC
for deliberately presenting false evidence and attempting to
mislead the courts. Mr Ellis countered with a variety of legal
actions, all of which were denied by the BC Supreme Court.
The latest court judgement authorizes the sale of the
property so that the LTC can recover legal costs that it has
incurred, estimated at over $90,000.

Norway Divests From Coal

On June 5, the Norwegian parliament approved a significant
change in investment policy for the Norwegian Government
Pension Fund. The fund, the largest sovereign wealth fund in the
world at $890 billion, will start divesting from companies heavily
involved with the mining, transportation, or burning of coal.
Norway’s parliament was unanimous in its decision.
Analysts say that some 120 companies will be involved; total
investments are $8 billion.

Mill Bay Ferry Is Back

Following a two-month refit, the MV Klitsa returned to service
on June 11 on the Mill Bay-Brentwood route, well known as the
up-island shortcut to avoid the highway over the Malahat. The
vessel has been completely repainted and inspected, cleaned,
and surveyed, and its main engines and propellers have been
serviced.

BC Ferries Joins Green Marine

Green Marine, an industry association awarding certification
to marine organizations meeting environmental standards, has
admitted BC Ferries to its membership. It is a voluntary
initiative which awards industry performance, tested against
11 indicators. Participants are shipowners, ports, terminals,
seaway corporations and shipyards.
To receive their certification, participants must benchmark
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Our frog reporter gives a shout-out for a good story.

What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Every Saturday until Thanksgiving

Single-venue (50 words): $39.90 includes image
Multi-venue (70 words): $52.50 includes image
Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard, please

islandtides@islandtides.com or 250.216.2267

Thursday to Sunday, July 9 to July 12

Pender Farmers Institute Saturday Market—fresh, local produce,
baked goods, local art, artisan works and demonstrations, culinary
delights; buskers; bring your friends and family, enjoy coffee and a
snack, you never know what you’ll find or who you’ll meet •
Community Hall • 9:30am-1pm • Info: www.pifi.ca • PENDER

2015 InFrinGinG Dance Festival—Produced by Crimson Coast
Dance Society; a jam-packed weekend of various dance
companies and genres, dance classes and audience to artist
dialogue sessions; Salsa, Tango, First Nations and more • Info and
tickets: www.crimsoncoastdance.org • NANAIMO

ArtCraft—fine arts and crafts at BC's longest
running show: ceramics, fibre arts, basketry,
painting, jewelry, wood accessories. decorative
and functional; The Best of the Gulf Islands in
downtown Ganges • Mahon Hall, 114 Rainbow
Road • Open 7 days a week, 10am-5pm • Info:
250.537.0899, www.ssartscouncil.com • SALT
SPRING

Salish Sea Tour 2015—solar-powered
catamaran journey to celebrate the Salish Sea;
live music, storytelling, discussion; learn how
you can help fight climate change • Sun, July
12: Ganges Harbour, Salt Spring Island • Tues,
July 14: Hope Bay, Pender Island • Sat, July 18:
Victoria’s Inner Harbour, Vancouver Island •
Info: Facebook.com/SalishSeaTour • SALT SPRING, PENDER,
VICTORIA

Now till September 20

Tues, Wed, & Fri, June 30, July 1 & 3

Allison Crowe’s Coastal Concert Celebration—Thrilling rock, folk,
jazz, soul trio with guests: Billie Woods (SSI,
Pender), Ryan McMahon (Ladysmith) • TuES,
JuNE 30: All Saints by-the-Sea; tickets: Stuff &
Nonsense, Salt Spring Books, Saltspring
Sound • WED, JuLy 1: Pender Islands
Community Hall; tickets: Southridge Farms,
Talisman Books • FRI, JuLy 3: Ladysmith First United Church;
tickets: In the Beantime, Salamander Books • All shows 8pm • $25
General, $20 Students/Seniors • Info: 250.537.1286,
www.allisoncrowe.com • SALT SPRING, PENDER, LADySMITH

Canada Day, Wednesday, July 1

66th Annual Saturna Lamb Barbecue—Argentinian style lamb
roast; live entertainment, beer garden, children’s games, books sale,
arts and crafts, hot dogs, hamburgers, ice cream, drinks; moorage
at Winter Cove; shuttle service to/from ferry; No pets, but pet
minding service available • Winter Cove Gulf Island National Park
Reserve • Grounds open: 10:30am-4:30pm; Dinner: 2:00-3:00pm •
Dinner tickets: adults, $20.00; children, $10.00, group tickets
available at saturnalambbbq@outlook.com • Info:
www.saturnalambbarbeque.com • SATuRNA

Wednesday, July 1

Canada Day Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy the wavepool,
waterslide, fun leader games, diving boards, pirate ship and toddler
pool, swirlpool, steam, and sauna • 10:00am-12:00pm and 1:004:00pm • Saanich Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right
off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • Info: 24-hour Swim Info-line
250.475.7620 or saanichrec.ca • SAANICH

Wednesday to Sunday, July 1 to July 19

For the Bees Exhibition—Gabriola’s new
creative hub Hive Emporium: a store, gallery,
cafe and event-oriented space; features
locally made artwork and wares, fair trade
products, and global cultural merchandise;
experience ‘active culture’ on beautiful Gabriola • Folk Life Village
Mall, #9 – 575 North Road • Info: 250.325.1948,
www.hiveemporium.ca • GABRIOLA

Friday to Sunday, July 3 to July 5

Red Tree Gallery Celebration and Show—
Featuring 11 artists’ work; toasting ten years as a
gallery; please join us as we celebrate our patrons,
community and all the artists who have
accompanied us on our creative journey • Sea Star
Vineyard, 6621 Harbour Hill Drive • Opening
Reception with refreshments: Fri, 4-8 pm • Sat and
Sun: 11am-4pm • PENDER

islandtides@islandtides.com • Next Deadline June 30

Sunday, Tuesday, Saturday, July 12, 14 and 18

Wednesday to Sunday, July 15 to 19

Texada Aviation Week—JuLy 15-18:
Texada Aviation Week • SAT, JuLy 18: Flyin Fling: Burgers and dance at Royal
Canadian Legion doors; 4:30pm • SuN,
JuLy 19: Fly-In and Car & Bike Show:
Fraser Blues formation flying
demonstration team, contests, RCAF
display, entertainment; breakfast: 9:00am; BBQ: 12:00pm • Free
admission • Info: www.texada.org • TEXADA

Thurs thru Sun, July 16-19

Annual Denman Island Readers and Writers Festival—
mainstage events, solo readings and workshops;
featuring Luanne Armstrong, Bob Bossin, Michael
Crummey, Donald Gutstein, Aislinn Hunter, Eliza
Robertson, Fred Stenson, Siling Zhang, and Steven
Price as Writer-in-Residence; moderated by
Stewart Goodings, Des Kennedy, Jo-Ann Roberts •
Info and registration:
www.denmanislandwritersfestival.com • DENMAN

Sat & Sun, July 18 & 19

19th Annual ‘Art Off the Fence’—
informal outdoor art show & sale; 13
artists’ work, painting, drawing, folk
art, photography, mixed media, silk
fusion, pastel, sculptural wood,
pottery and felt work; come for the art, bring a picnic and stay to
enjoy the music! • 8964 Gowlland Point Rd • 11am-4pm • Info:
250.629.6241 • PENDER

Wednesday to Sunday, July 22-26

5th Annual Quadra Island Festival of Chamber Music—WED:
Our Native BC, United Church, 7pm, $20 • THuRS:
Tangles and Tunes Family event, South End Farm &
Vineyard, 12:30pm, $20 • FRI: Sold out • SAT: Eastern
Europe, StoneHouse, 7pm, family: $20 • SuN: Back
in Buenos Aires, Brunch, Concert, Tango Dancers,
Quadra Community Centre, 11am, $35 • Tickets:
Inspirations, 250.285.3334; Works of H’Art
250.285.2834 • Info: www.quadrafestival.com •
QuADRA

Friday to Sunday, July 24-26

31st Islands Folk Festival—featuring: Bombolessé, Cóig, Doug
Cox & Radoslav Lorkovic, Fred Eaglesmith,
HuDost, Kat Danser, Martyn Joseph, Russell
deCarle, Shred Kelly, and many more • Providence
Farm, Duncan, onsite camping • Advance tickets
online and at Thrifty Foods locations until July
22nd • Weekend Pass: $125 • Kids 12 & under
Free • Info: www.islandsfolkfestival.ca,
250.748.3975 • DuNCAN

www.islandtides.com
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Racoons hang out in a fir tree.
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their annual environmental performance through the
program’s exhaustive self-evaluation guides, have their results
verified by an accredited external verifier and agree to
publication of their individual results.
BC Ferries scored an average of just under 2 out of 5 on a
scale which charts standards from regulatory monitoring (1) to
excellence and leadership (5). Evaluation includes air emissions
(SOx and PM), air emissions (NOx), greenhouse gases, oily
water, and garbage management.

Coleman Dismisses Hughes LNG Report

‘There’s two things I don’t believe any more: polls, and anything
written by the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives,’ was
Natural Gas Minister Rich Coleman’s reported response to
David Hughes’ report.
Energy analyst Hughes had questioned the government’s
claim of a natural gas potential of 2,933 trillion cubic feet (Tcf).
The BC Oil and Gas Commission had estimated proven reserves
(producible with current technology) at 42.3 Tcf, and a total
marketable resource (discoverable and producible based on
current estimates of the size of gas fields) of 442 Tcf.
Current BC production is about 1.5 Tcf of natural gas per
year. The 2,933 Tcf figure is larger than the total estimated
United States gas reserves.
Profit and hence tax estimates from the gas to be exported
depend on a differential between North American and Asian
prices that no longer exists, due to world competition.

Community Fishers Collect Salish Sea Data

Brian Riddell, CEO of the Pacific Science Foundation, needs a
large amount of very detailed oceanographic data covering a
very large area over a long time period, ‘in order to understand
what’s limiting Pacific Salmon abundance in the Salish Sea’.
The idea? To rig small boats manned by ‘citizen scientists’
with equipment to collect data, and transfer it via a smartphone

A

The Debates Debate

s I tour the Saanich-Gulf Islands riding in the last round
of townhall meetings before the 2015 election, I have
had a lot of questions about the national televised
leaders’ debate. The current situation is nothing if not confusing,
so I thought a review might be helpful.
Since the 1960s there has been a national televised leaders’
debate. It has become such an integral part of the national
election campaign that many Canadians assume it is required
by law, or is run by Elections Canada. In fact, it has always been
a rather informal arrangement. The country’s leading
broadcasters formed a ‘consortium’ decades ago to organize and
broadcast a French and an English debate among the party
leaders whose parties held a seat in Parliament. The
broadcasters—CBC, Radio-Canada, CTV, Global, and French
commercial network TVA—have established the rules and
format in each election.
In 2008, I was included in the debates after public pressure
forced the Conservatives and the NDP to drop their private
ultimatum to the broadcasters that if the Green Party was
included, they would not show up. I was excluded in the following
election of 2011, just when the reach of the debates was broader
than ever, with 10 million Canadians watching the English
language debate and 4 million watching the debate in French.
As far as I was aware, a few months ago, as soon as the
consortium decided if I was in the 2015 debates or not, the
matter would be settled. Our case, I knew, was strong. We have
two MPs in the House, and I was elected under the GPC banner.
Preston Manning, leader of the Reform Party, had been
included in the 1993 leaders’ debate even though he did not yet
have a seat in the House because one Reform MP, Deb Gray,
did. (By the way, being included in those debates contributed
to Reform winning 52 seats—from one seat to 52!)
The Progressive Conservative Party had been in the debates
in 1997 with only two seats following their defeat in 1993. The
NDP had been in a number of national debates before they
reached the number of 12 MPs (required to receive public funds
for party work in the House).
In 2011, we were the only party in Canadian history to be
excluded from the debates, despite having candidates in every
riding, and nearly a million votes in the previous election campaign.
So I was relieved, but not surprised, when the consortium invited
the Green Party to send representatives to the planning meeting
for the national televised leaders’ debate. We were in!
The Conservatives were, however, not willing to accept a
debate engaging all the national leaders in the House. A few days
after the meeting, Harper’s director of communications
denounced the consortium as a ‘cabal’ and announced that
Stephen Harper would not show up. Amazingly, the
Conservatives cloaked the boycott on the national television

or tablet app to UVic’s Ocean Networks Canada’s data
management system, Oceans 2.0.
From there, the data is archived and processed for scientists
and the public around the world.
The ‘Community Fishers’ smartphone app collects data at
any place at any time, and transmits it via wi-fi to Ocean
Networks Canada. It automatically handles time
synchronization, GPS location tracking, simple wireless transfer
of data, water temperature, salinity, and oxygen content. Nine
small privately owned boats have been rigged to collect this data
throughout the Strait of Georgia and Juan de Fuca Strait.
The Community Fishers app won The Economist’s online
Ocean Innovation Challenge; the prize for Ocean Networks
Canada is a seat at 2015 World Ocean Summit in Portugal this
month.

False Creek Oil Spill

A small fishing vessel has been identified as the source of an oil
spill that saw as much as 5,000 litres of diesel fuel leaking into
Vancouver’s False Creek near Fisherman’s Wharf. The spill
happened on the evening of June 14 and was first reported to
the Coast Guard around 10:30pm. The Western Canada Marine
Response Corporation, a company contracted to clean up oil
spills within the harbour, arrived at 3:30am the following
morning, according to the Coast Guard.
The spill was originally estimated to be 1,000 litres, but was
quickly revised to be somewhere between 500 and 5,000 litres.
Booms to contain the oil were deployed and mechanical
skimmers were put in action to clean the top of the waters. A
helicopter was also used to evaluate the spill area.
According to officials, the oil spill will have no lasting impacts
on the environment or human populations, despite a strong
smell coming from the cleanup area. Coast Guard spokesman
Jeff Brady stated that diesel oil evaporates quite fast and that
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- Elizabeth May

leaders’ debate with a claim that Stephen Harper wanted to do
more debates—not less.
This strategy of confusion appears to be working. One
network, TVA, owned by separatist leader Pierre-Karl Peladeau,
withdrew from the consortium and promised its own debate.
Harper’s spin-doctor, Kory Teneyke, former head of Sun News,
has said the Conservatives will accept five debates, of which four
are confirmed—TVA, Munk Debates, Globe and Mail and
Macleans. One debate remains to be accepted to round out the
Conservative five debate offer. One of those will not be the
televised national leaders’ debate.
Of the four debates Harper has accepted, I have not been
invited to three—TVA, Munk Debates, and the Globe and Mail.
The Liberals have refused to accept any debate that excludes the
Greens; the NDP has accepted all of them.
As well, there are a number of single issue debates. CARP
wants a debate on seniors issues; a large group of NGOs wants
a debate on womens issues. I have accepted those invitations—
but the Conservatives have not.
So, if you are keeping score, it will be clear that only one
debate now has a commitment from all federal party leaders in
the House, excluding the Bloc which is only invited to the
French debate.
Only Macleans magazine’s debate will allow exchanges
between Stephen Harper, Tom Mulcair, Justin Trudeau and me.
The Macleans debate is now scheduled to take place in
Toronto on August 6. I do not know how many Canadians will
be watching the networks that have agreed to broadcast
Macleans’ debate—City TV and CPAC. A debate in the dog days
of summer is a novelty, but I am pretty sure it will not come
close to the 10 million Canadians who watched the 2011 English
language debate organized by the consortium.
Moreover, for 2015, CBC, Radio-Canada, Global and CTV
have made new and creative efforts to expand the reach of the
debates. They have forged a new social media partnership with
Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and Vine. The goal is to increase
voter turn-out and be extending the audience for the debate.
And that is the debate, both English and French versions,
rejected by Stephen Harper.
To the credit of the consortium, they are holding firm. The
networks plan to go ahead with the debates with Tom Mulcair,
Justin Trudeau and me—and leave an empty podium for
Stephen Harper.
Unless one of the other leaders bails, I think Harper will be
forced to occupy that empty podium. But in the meantime,
should you be inclined to let the Globe and Mail, TVA and the
Munk Debates know what you think of them letting Stephen
Harper make the rules for their specialized boutique debates, I
would appreciate it. Not for me, but for democracy. 0
75% of the fuel will have evaporated within 72 hours. Residents
were warned to keep their windows closed to avoid the fumes,
and according to Brady, may be affected by scratchy eyes or
throats. Boaters were also told to avoid the area. The seawall
was closed between the Granville and Burrard bridges.

NEB Programs Arguments At Trans
Mountain Hearings

Final argument steps for intervenors have been set out by the
National Energy Board (NEB). The NEB says, ‘In this hearing,
final argument involves two steps: written argument-in-chief
and oral summary argument. You may undertake either one of
these two steps, or both. You may also choose not to undertake
final argument at all.’
Intervenor written argument-in-chief and oral summary
argument will both follow Trans Mountain’s opportunity to
provide written argument-in-chief and oral summary argument
so that intervenors may respond to Trans Mountain’s argument.
Trans Mountain, as the applicant, has the opportunity to file
written reply argument after intervenors file their written
argument-in-chief and present their oral summary argument.’
These arguments are presently scheduled to take place in
September.

Canada’s Wind Energy Reaches Milestone

Canada’s wind energy industry has reached another significant
milestone. This form of renewable energy now surpasses
10,000 megawatts of capacity in Canada, which is enough to
power over three million homes annually. Canada has become
the seventh country in the world to reach this capacity.
Over the last five years, more wind energy capacity has been
installed in Canada than any other form of electricity generation.
The industry has been growing by 24% annually and 2015 is on
track to exceed this five year average. 0
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Vigorous Vegetables
Brian Crumblehulme

T

Nature is not more complex than we think, but more complex than we can think.
—Erich Stekovics, Austria, February 2015

he human body is remarkably plastic; it comes in many
shapes, sizes and variations, and we can live by
consuming the majority of things that grow. Some of us
thrive on an all meat and fat diet, some are vegan, and most of
us subsist somewhere in between. Biochemist and food
specialist Harold Draper suggests ‘there are no essential foods—
only essential nutrients,’ and therein lies a challenge.
Good nutritious food comes from healthy plants and
animals, where ‘health’ implies a number of variables such as
nutrition, physical activity, and mental well-being.
Physical and cerebral fitness are not commensurable with
being a couch potato: fitness means being challenged. A
workout in the gym is not a comfortable experience; you
challenge your body to the point of pain, but it sure feels good
when you stop. So too with your intellect. Iterating the same
commonplace beliefs you learned in early grade school is easy
and misleading—we need to challenge ourselves with new skills
and conundrums.
Curiously, the same principle seems to apply to all living
things. Challenging a vegetable to a game of chess will surely
cause it to wilt, but a plum hardened by pruning, sequential
cold, rain, wind, sun and drought will taste magnificent. So our
late-modern penchant for easy living is as detrimental to the
plants and animals we consume as it is for us, the consumer.
Getting fit might be called educating our mind and body, and
clearly there is an optimum in everything. Stressing a plant to
the point of complete dehydration is not conducive to better
produce. But allowing a plant to wilt a little under a strong sun—
what a healthy, strong plant will do naturally—gives it better
taste. (The easiest way to check which it is, is to time how long
a wilted plant takes to recover after the sun has moved over. If
it perks up within an hour, it’s okay: if it is still wilting next
morning, it needs water.)
In the case of plants, the key to flavour lies in the
phytonutrients (sugars, amino acids and polyphenols) created
by plants to protect them from stresses such as sunburn or being
chewed by passing critters. In a sense, phytonutrients are part
of the plant’s ‘immune’ system. They are, in the words of one
new-generation farmer, ‘the building blocks of vigor.’ (Jack
Algiere, 2014)
According to Dan Barber, chef and author of the New York
Times best seller, The Third Plate, ‘plants and animals need to
be really healthy and strong like a weed,’ in order to taste good.
In other words, to eat well we need to put the vigour back in our
diet; this implies all those things that can stress a plant or animal
such as sun and rain, wind and cold, fungi and bacteria.
Barber goes on to say ‘plants need time to build
phytonutrients and it takes energy, so when you feed them
chemical nutrients, you by-pass this process.’ Lavishing plants
with insecticides, fungicides and chemical fertilizers usurp the
plant’s natural nutritional and defense systems which means
the plant will produce fewer phytonutrients. Barber goes to say

H

Microbeads

he has confirmed what we can
all taste, that ‘organic fruit and
vegetables typically contain up
to 50% more defense related
compounds than conventional
produce.’ And that means
more flavour and better
nutrition for us. Wild-caught
fish, berries, and herbs all taste
better than garden varieties;
now we know why.
Last year I wrote about
Erich Stekovics, the mad
Austrian tomato grower who
does not water his plants at all.
Last summer I experimented
Lieutenant Governor Judith Guichon (left) and Saanich North and the Islands MLA Gary
with a no-water technique and
Holman with Susan Worrall of Salt Spring’s Stone Stoup Singers. Stone Soup Singers won
it worked—the fruit did taste
better and continued to
Honorable Judith Guichon’s 2015 ‘Sing Me A Song’ contest. Listen to the song on YouTube:
produce until frost. This year I
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=89B1ltYM4_A), written by Susan, Joi Freed-Garrod and Vera
have four rows of StekovicsAlgoet.
style tomatoes plus a row of
zucchini and pattypan squash.
Planted out in late April, we are now enjoying the first fruits with
no watering at all. The plants sat there wondering what
happened for the first week or so, until they sent roots down
deep into the clay and began to grow an inch a day in the blazing
heat of May. In the interest of full disclosure—yes, I still grow
The Green Party of Canada has made a series of commitments
some tomatoes in my raised bed greenhouse, and yes, they need
on climate action. On June 15, Green Party Leader Elizabeth
watering, but not as much as in previous years.
May unveiled the party’s six climate-action targets:
According to Stekovics, besides encouraging deeper root
• levy a carbon fee on fossil fuels at source, creating a clear
systems that bring additional minerals, no-water planting also
price for carbon pollution, and return that money as a dividend
implies cultivating micro-organisms such as fungi and a zillion
to all Canadians over 18;
microbes and that means compost by the truckload.
• eliminate subsidies to fossil fuels;
This idea is not new. British agriculturalist Sir Albert Howard
• invest in energy-saving public transit, water and wastepublished the following observations in the prestigious British
water systems;
Medical Journal on May 27, 1937: ‘The plant feeds in two ways:
• fund a national program to reduce energy waste by
(1) by means of the carbohydrates and proteins synthesized in
retrofitting residential, commercial and industrial buildings;
the green leaf by the energy of sunlight... and (2) by the direct
• commit $500 million a year to the United Nations Green
digestion of fungus tissue in the cells of the roots. Artificial
Climate Fund to help developing nations counter climate
manures only influence the work of the leaf, and therefore only
change; and
partially feed the plant... The results are everywhere the same.
• develop a comprehensive, sector-by-sector, emergencyA fertile soil leads to healthy crops, healthy animals, and last but
preparedness plan for responding to severe-weather events.
not least, to healthy human beings.’
‘We cannot afford to wait until after the election to be specific
Where have we been for the past three-quarters of a
about where we stand,’ May said during a news conference in
century?0
Victoria. ‘Canada must show leadership.’ The Green Party, she
said, will work across party lines and jurisdictional boundaries
Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides
to achieve these targets.
pay for publishing it! Mail or phone in your $30
The policy sets a long term target of an 80% reduction in
annual subscription today: 250-216-2267. Don’t
greenhouse gas emissions below 2005 levels by 2050, with a
delay—be part of the Island Tides team. Thank You!
short term target of 40% below 2005 levels by 2025. 0

Green Party takes action
on climate change

<

- David Suzuki

ow much are whiter teeth and
smoother skin worth to you? Are they
worth the water and fish in the Great
Lakes? The cormorants that nest along the
shore? The coral reefs that provide refuge and
habitat for so much ocean life? Are they worth
the oceans that give us half the oxygen we
breathe, or the myriad other creatures the seas
support?
If you use personal-care products such as
exfoliators, body scrubs and toothpastes
containing microbeads, those are the costs you
could be paying. The tiny bits of plastic are used
as scrubbing agents. Now they’re turning up
everywhere, especially in oceans, lakes and
along shorelines. They aren’t biodegradable.
Research by the 5 Gyres Institute found an
average of 43,000 beads per square kilometre
in the Great Lakes, with concentrations
averaging 466,000 near cities. Tests on fish
from Lake Erie found an average of 20 pieces
of plastic in medium-sized fish and eight in
small fish. Cormorants, which eat fish, had an
average of 44 pieces of plastic each.
Microplastics have been found in the
oceans and even under Arctic sea ice. Scientists
at Australia’s James Cook University found
corals starving after eating the tiny beads, their
digestive systems blocked.
It’s not just the plastic that harms animals;
the beads absorb toxic chemicals, making them
poisonous to any creature that mistakes them
for food or that eats another that has ingested
the plastic—all the way up the food chain.
Because humans eat fish and other animals,
these toxins can end up in our bodies, where

they can alter hormones and cause other health
problems.
It’s a high price to pay for limited benefits
from unnecessary personal care products.
Exfoliators and scrubs can use any number of
harmless natural ingredients, including baking
soda, oatmeal, ground seeds, sea salt and even
coffee grounds.
Microbeads are not only pointless in
toothpaste; they can be harmful. Dentists and
hygienists are finding plastic particles
embedded under people’s gum lines, which
can cause inflammation and infection.
The folly of producing and marketing
products without adequate regulatory
oversight and consideration of long-term
consequences makes you shake your head. As
Great Lakes study researcher Sherri Mason
told the Ottawa Citizen, producers haven’t
given much thought to anything beyond the
fact that the beads wouldn’t clog drains. ‘There
wasn’t that forethought, which is often the
trouble with man and the environment,’ she
said.
Microbeads illustrate the excesses of
marketing and consumerism, but they’re only
part of the problem. Most plastics eventually
break down into microparticles, often ending
up in oceans and other waters, where they’re
eaten by organisms ranging from tiny plankton
to large whales. Some plastic has even started
to fuse with rocks, creating a substance new to
our planet that scientists call ‘plastiglomerate’.
According to British Antarctic Survey
scientist David Barnes, ‘One of the most
ubiquitous and long-lasting recent changes to

the surface of our planet is the accumulation
and fragmentation of plastics.’
That’s astounding, considering mass
production and widespread use of synthetic,
mostly petroleum-based plastics only began in
the 1940s. Barnes and other researchers who
compiled research from around the world say
more plastic was produced in the first decade
of this century than in the entire previous
hundred years.
Microbeads are among the newer
developments in the brief history of our plastic
lifestyle. The 5 Gyres Institute launched a
campaign asking companies to remove them
from products. So far, L’Oreal, The Body Shop,
Colgate-Palmolive, Unilever, Johnson &
Johnson and Procter & Gamble have agreed to
do so. Several US states and European
countries are planning to ban the beads, and
Environment Canada is studying the problem.
The federal NDP has introduced a motion to
ban them.
As consumers, we can avoid products
containing microbeads and put pressure on
companies and governments to end their use
(5 Gyres has an online petition).
And, because more than a third of all plastic
is disposable packaging, such as bags and
bottles, we can and must limit our overall use,
and reuse or recycle any that we do use.
Plastic has made life more convenient, but
many of us remember a time when we got
along fine without it.
Written with contributions from David Suzuki
Foundation Senior Editor Ian Hanington. 0

To Vote Or Not To Vote

Why is it that on polling day
So many voters stay away?
Why, when the government is tested,
Do they appear uninterested?
Perhaps a tax-cut to the voter
Would engineer a better quota.
To make their contribution to
The turnaround from old to new.

We should not need such stimuli,
For that one vote is freedom’s cry;
It shows that we can make a choice
Without heed to a tyrant’s voice.
Now Plato said this all before
How power corrupts, and furthermore
How leaders get inflated, so
They won’t accept their time to go;
So change itself irons out some glitches
To oust those too big for their britches!

So now let’s see what is expected
From those so carefully selected;
For check and balance must be watched
Or basic freedoms can be scotched;
There’s some with egos overblown
Who think their views should stand alone,
And bit by bit can turn convention
Against democracy’s intention.

Now interesting as this is,
It doesn’t answer my first quiz
Why do so many stay away
On this important polling day?
‘We’d like to get there if we could’
Or—‘No, not while the fishing’s good’
The reasons could be so diverse
I’d have to write another verse!
H. Barry Cotton
www.islandtides.com

Page 10, Island Tides, June 25, 2015

FEDERAL ELECTION 2015

What Your Candidates Say

This edition, Island Tides asks: ‘Do you support an expanded role for the Coast Guard or do you believe that the present level of the
Coast Guard is appropriate? Do you believe that coastal protection should be federal, a provincial function, or privatized? What should be the Coast
Guard’s mandate: search & rescue; environmental law enforcement; border control, including protection of Canada’s economic zone; ship
inspection; fisheries law enforcement; oil spill management, emergency response, and cleanup; aids to navigation; and/or marine traffic control and
communications? If the Coast Guard doesn’t do these things, who should? Should they be done?’
Rachel Blaney, North Island-Powell River (NDP)
As an MP in a Tom Mulcair NDP government, I will ensure that
we fully restore Coast Guard services in BC and increase our
capacity to protect the coast from oil spills and pollution.
The Conservative MPs from BC ignored the voices from
coastal communities when they voted down recent NDP
motions to restore Coast Guard services and help communities
address the pollution from derelict vessels. Tom Mulcair and
the NDP caucus have led the fight in Parliament to maintain a
vigorous, effective Coast Guard, and as your MP I will make
protecting our marine ecosystem and respecting coastal
communities a top priority.

Fran Hunt-Jinnouchi, Cowichan-Malahat-Langford (Green)
The Coast Guard of Canada has the responsibility of managing
and servicing a 202,080km long coastline, the longest of any
country in the world. The Coast Guard responsibilities include
matters of sovereignty protection, public safety and
international trade, all of which require federal government
oversight; areas of utmost importance for Canada. Maintaining
public safety is the paramount responsibility of the federal
government and should not be the responsibility of any other
entity.
The Coast Guard of Canada’s motto is ‘Safety First, Service
Always’. The Coast Guard of Canada must continue its mission
to support government priorities and economic prosperity and
contribute to the safety, accessibility and security of Canadian
waters.
With the continual increase in demands for protection and
conservation of Canada’s nautical regions, the Coast Guard
needs to have an expanded role—which is to say the recent
closure and cuts must be reversed.

Gord Johns, Courtenay-Alberni (NDP)
The Canadian Coast Guard must remain a federal responsibility
with an expanded role in protecting the security, safety and
economy of our fragile marine environment. The toxic fuel spill
in Vancouver harbour should have been a wake-up call for the
Harper government and its closure of essential Marine
Communications and Traffic Centres. An NDP government will
immediately re-open these centres and reverse budgetary cuts
to marine safety, oil spill response and environmental clean-up
capacity on our coast.
John Duncan sits at the Cabinet table but chose to ignore
coastal communities, voting against the NDP bill on derelict
vessels and an expanded role for the Coast Guard. Other
legislative changes will be necessary to improve and streamline
services and safety—including a clear and comprehensive
mandate for the Coast Guard in protecting our coastal waters.
Coastal residents deserve a government that it can trust to listen
to them on their issues.
Frances Litman, Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke (Green)
As mandated by the Oceans Act and Canada Shipping Act, the
Coast Guard has a comprehensive and important role. Coast
Guard’s functions are all federally important, given that our
country has three coasts on three oceans. Coast Guard should
remain under federal jurisdiction. Its duties should be carried
out in consultation with affected provinces, First Nations and
local governments, in an integrated and professional manner
to ensure clear communication and timely action.
Although CCG doesn’t have direct law enforcement
responsibilities it may provide peace officers to work with other
agencies, such as the Royal Canadian Navy and fisheries officers.
The Greens are the only party to clearly oppose Kinder
Morgan expansion. Even without expansion, we are failing to
adequately respond to even ‘minor’ oil spills, making the
restoration of service even more essential. Funding should be
restored and the service expanded to meet growing demands.

Alistair MacGregor, Cowichan-Malahat-Langford (NDP)
The Harper government’s decision to impose deep cuts to coast
guard services puts our communities and our environment at
risk. I was deeply disappointed when the Conservative MPs
from BC voted against an NDP motion last month to fully
restore coast guard services and our oil spill response capacity.
The Conservative MPs from BC also turned their backs on
coastal communities when they recently voted down MP Jean

Crowder’s motion to address the pollution caused by derelict
vessels. As a Member of Parliament in a Tom Mulcair
government, I will work to continue Jean Crowder’s legacy of
strong advocacy for island communities and her tireless work
to protect our coast.

Sheila Malcolmson, Nanaimo-Ladysmith (NDP)
Coast Guard should be the first line of defence for boaters and
our sensitive coastal ecology. This should include frontline oil
spill response, fast search and rescue, and responsibility for
derelict vessels.
That the Harper government instead cut Coast Guard staff,
closed stations, and removed navigational aids is evidence of
its failure to stand up for our coast, and its dangerous
undermining of our environmental safety net. New Democrats
agree polluters should ultimately pay cleanup costs, but we
want a strong, public, well-resourced Coast Guard as the first
responder and enforcer.
We’ll re-open the four stations Conservatives closed. Our
coast needs fast action on oilspills and shipping safety, to
protect economies and mariners dependent on clean safe
oceans. Standing up for our coast as Islands Trust Council chair
included working together with Coast Guard and coastal
communities, and I’m determined to continue that work as
Nanaimo-Ladysmith’s Member of Parliament.

Paul Manly, Nanaimo-Ladysmith (Green)
Much of our regional economy revolves around the Salish Sea,
so the importance of reversing the recent Coast Guard station
closures cannot be overstated. The vital services provided by
this agency belong under federal jurisdiction and should
continue to be publicly funded.
Protecting our coastline is a complex and multi-faceted
endeavour, which is why our Coast Guard has always worked
collaboratively with the Department of Fisheries, the RCMP, and
Canada Border Services. These collaborations utilize the strengths
and expertise of each public agency and help avoid duplication of
services, which is a responsible use of public funding.
No matter how well prepared and well-funded our Coast
Guard is, the only way to truly minimize the risk of catastrophic
contamination of the Salish Sea is to say ‘no tankers’ to allowing
crude oil and diluted bitumen exports from our coastline.
To find out more about this and other Green Party policies
visit www.greenparty.ca/en/vision-green.
Elizabeth May, Saanich-Gulf Islands (Green)
A nation on three oceans, Canada needs effective
environmental protection, fisheries enforcement, search and
rescue and all manner of emergency response. Under the
Conservatives, all of these have been weakened.
The best protection for Vancouver Island and the Salish Sea
is to say ‘no’ to tankers and pipelines. We need to legislate the
1972 moratorium. The Green Party is the only party opposing
Kinder Morgan expansion.
Greens will restore funding to the Coast Guard, reversing
recent cuts, re-opening stations. We also need to re-open

Environment Canada's environmental emergency stations. We
need to enhance ice-breaking capacity and aerial surveillance.
We need to move ahead with the purchase of Fixed Wing
Search and Rescue planes.

Jo-Ann Roberts, Victoria (Green)
The Green Party has fought Coast Guard closures since they
were first announced in 2012, and will continue to support
policies that defend the health and safety of coastal
communities. As an MP, I will support expanded resources for
the Canadian Coast Guard to meet increasing and changing
demands resulting from climate change.
This defining Canadian treasure cannot be left to private
interests and must remain the responsibility of the federal
government. Current responsibilities include matters of
sovereignty protection, public safety, and international trade,
all of which require federal oversight.
Reforms can and should be considered where better and
more efficient delivery of service can be achieved. However, the
complexity of these matters should not be segmented and
parsed out to private interests for a profit; they are vital to
health, safety and prosperity of all Canadians.
Brenda Sayers, North Island-Powell River (Green)
The best protection from devastating spills, for the BC Coast, is
to legislate the 1972 moratorium on oil tanker traffic on the
coast. The Coast Guard’s role must be expanded, first by
reversing the recent closures on the West Coast and secondly
by enhancing their ability to actually deliver effective marine
pollution response.
The Coast Guard has been hampered in their ability to meet
their existing mandate by budget cuts, starting in 1995. We
must fund the Coast Guard to do the jobs we’ve asked them to
do with sufficient personnel, equipment and support.
Environment Canada coordinates spill or environmental
emergency response. DFO enforces fisheries law and the RCMP
acts on illegal activities. The Coast Guard has always played a
key role by collaborating with these other agencies. What we
don’t have is adequate funding or strong enough legislation to
ensure all these players get the best job done.

Glenn Sollitt, Courtenay-Alberni (Green)
I support an expanded role for the Coast Guard. Recent closures
further handicap the Coast Guard’s ability to protect our
waterways. Coastal protection should remain the responsibility
of the federal government.
As a commercial fisherman, I was once rescued by the Coast
Guard so I certainly want search and rescue maintained. The
mandate listed in the question is broad and varied and shows
the level of complexity with regards to protecting our coast. The
Coast Guard is best suited to perform a lead role in each
category, however, they should work very closely with other
organizations.
Canada has the longest coastline of any country in the world.
With that comes the responsibility to protect, defend and
nurture it, and to ensure all industry performs in a sustainable
fashion. sThe Coast Guard should be the common entity
involved with all aspects of managing our coastline properly.
Tim Tessier, Nanaimo-Ladysmith (Liberal)
The Canadian Coast Guard helps the government meet the
public’s expectation of clean, safe, secure, healthy and
productive waters and coastlines.
Since 2009, the Conservative government has cut Transport
Canada’s funding for marine safety programs by over 27%,
despite an increase in marine traffic along the BC coast. This
has had a profoundly negative impact on response and
communication capabilities following a spill, which could lead
to dire consequences.
On Vancouver Island, our economic growth depends on
how well we protect our natural environment. We need to
ensure the highest level of safety—whether we are seeking to
protect local salmon fisheries, or we are looking to support the
local jobs associated with the Port and tourism—Justin
Trudeau’s commitment to re-open a local Coast Guard station
and invest in marine safety shows that he understands British
Columbia’s priorities and that he is committed to protecting
our local economy and environment.

Island Tides emailed the above question to all contactable electoral district associations and contactable, declared candidates running in: Courtenay-Alberni, Cowichan-Malahat-Langford, Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke, NanaimoLadysmith, North Island-Powell River, Saanich-Gulf Islands,Victoria (Rachel Blaney, John Duncan, Randall Garrison, Fran Hunt-Jinnouchi, Gord Johns,Tim Kane, Frances Litman, Shari Lukens, Mark MacDonald,Alistair MacGregor,
Sheila Malcolmson, Paul Manly, Maria Manna, Elizabeth May, David Merner, Carrie Powell-Davidson, Murray Rankin, John Rizzuti, Jo-Ann Roberts, Brenda Sayers, Peter Schwarzhoff, Laura Smith, Glenn Sollitt,Tim Tessier;
Conservative, Liberal, Green and NDP electoral district associations in all ridings above). All received responses are above, and may have been edited for length. All candidates are invited to answer upcoming questions.

Next Edition’s Question:

Do you favour the adoption of proportional voting for the next federal election? What is your position on Bill C-586, the Reform Bill introduced by Michael Chong and
presently being considered by the Senate?
www.islandtides.com
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The first day of Tour des Isles saw many islanders taking advantage of the opportunity to travel from island to island, including
Saanich North & The Islands, MLA Gary Holman (centre).

Saturna Notes

2015’s Graduates

- Priscilla Ewbank

This is the month of graduations and end-of-school celebrations
for young, old and middle students. Saturna Island had lots of
high school graduates this year. We haven’t had any Gulf Islands
Secondary School (GISS) graduates for an interval of years—
this year two of Saturna’s own are graduating from GISS.
Gone are the days when a steady little stream of our kids
went first to Saturna Elementary, then Mayne Middle School
and then GISS on Salt Spring. Nowadays Saturna has a well
attended Strong Start for our babies and toddlers right up to
kindergarten, students at Saturna Elementary, middle students
watertaxiing to school on Pender Island, and students coming
from all-over to attend Saturna Ecological Education Centre
(SEEC) for part of their highschool education. Four SEEC
students are graduating from Grade 12 this month.
The proud families of our two Gulf Island’s Secondary
School graduates rode the schoolboat over to Salt Spring to
attend Anya Bruhn’s and Allison Gaines’ graduation. The two
young women have been good friends since they started school
and Anya spent her years at GISS boarding with Allison’s family
on Salt Spring. Anya has a broad range of strengths in biology,
comparative civilizations, and law. She has received two
academic awards from GISS. After graduation she will spend a
year working and travelling before continuing her education.
Allison Gaines graduated with a District Academic
Achievement Award for continued high marks, two awards: the
Saturna Elementary School Bursary and one from Island
Women Against Violence recognizing and honouring her
several years of volunteer service. Allison’s summer plans
include working two jobs on Salt Spring this summer and in the
fall attending Nova Scotia School of Fine Art and then Dalhousie
University with the objective of achieving a degree in
Architecture.
Both young women received a gift of $500 from the Saturna
Lions for successfully graduating. Local parents were impressed
and pleased that the Southern Gulf Islands’ extended
communities supported their 137 high school graduates with
bursaries and awards totaling around $120,000.
Our community is proud of all of our students and enjoys
having the vital energy and fun their presence creates as their
parents and grandparents shepherd them along with love and
guidance and our larger society educates them.

Dry Summer Weather on the Island

Oh my, it is dry. I have never had my socks covered with burrs
when I walk up to the pond in the middle of June. Campbells
are finishing haying on their sheep farm in double-quick time.
Ordinarily they are not finished haying until after the July 1
Lamb BBQ. Preparatory mowing of the BBQ site was easy this
year—instead of 2ft high green grass to wade through, we were
mowing golden hay.
Fire is on everyone’s mind. ‘No Fires’ signs have sprouted up
on people’s properties. Of course, there is a total ban on outdoor
fires. Keeping the young plants in gardens watered and growing
requires diligent and time-consuming work. The deer are
already into heavy garden-fence cruising—browsing off any bit
of green that dares to grow beyond the fence.
Islanders are considering their wells and just how much

water there is to garden with. The local CRD water system has
had a series of frustratrating leaks and needed the cooperation
of the system’s water-users as the CRD tediously works to locate
leaks.
Many people have commented on the gorgeous plentitude
of western tiger swallowtail butterflies on Saturna—up the
hillsides, by the shore ... everywhere. Saturna Island
entomologist and general ecologist Gord Hutchings attributes
the abundance to several factors, ‘A result of not spraying for
gypsy moth, but more importantly due to a lull in its parasitoid
wasp population.’ Gord pointed out that just like the tent
caterpillars, swallowtails have their own wasp that lays eggs on
the caterpillars and/or on larva in the cocoon.
Gord will be over to Saturna for Park Interpreter Athena
George’s Bio Blitz on July 18, along with four other biologists
and many leading researchers in the local biological world.
At Haggis Farm the annual raven brood has hatched. The
family is constantly flying at the chickens, looking for eggs and,
yesterday, figured out how to get into the feedbags. Addled by
their constant din, I may not be smart enough to win against
their combined intelligence.
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Elizabeth May Town Hall

MP Elizabeth May, came to Saturna for her townhall meeting.
With about 30 people in attendance on a very busy Saturday
morning, she brought us up to speed on the business transacted
in the last session of Parliament. MP May actually reads all the
proposed legislation, suggests amendments, and talks to other
MPs. She brings our Parliament alive at the townhalls and
always leaves a long period open for questions so that she hears
from us, her constituents.

Saturna Annual Hike, Paddle and Row

Saturna Parks and Recreation Commission had its annual
‘Hike, Paddle and Row to Taylor Point’ celebration. There were
kayaks, Spanish longboat Saturnina, motor launches, and lots
of hikers pulling up on the sandy beach of Taylor Point, as well
as lots of hike-ins.
I’m always impressed by the people who volunteer to row
the Saturnina all the way to Taylor Point. She has six, heavy 10ft
oars—one per person. You have to pay full attention and row in
time or you drench the person in front or crash into the oar
behind. People have a short span of patience while you fumble
around and get with the drill! We had several new rowers and
they did marvelously by all accounts.
Parks and Recreation always makes a fine lunch with veggie
or meat sandwiches and plenty of juice and water for the
participants. Chairperson Michel Bourassa made an
appreciative speech, while the assembled lounged about digging
their toes in the sand.
Many tales of the adventures of how people arrived were
shared, and then people pushed off-shore to head home. 0
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Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides
pay for publishing it! Mail or phone in your $30
annual subscription today: 250-216-2267. Don’t
delay—be part of the Island Tides team. Thank You!
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Southern Resident Orca J-Pod’s J41 and her new baby, J51, swim in Active Pass at dusk.
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Priscilla Ewbank

Kristen Kanes, UVic Orca researcher, and Lily Campbell recently
made a presentation of the work they conducted on Saturna last
summer. Sharing the lecture and using Lily’s marvelous photos,
they talked about studying Southern Resident Orca pods using
cameras and triangulation of three state-of-the-art hydrophones
in the East Point area.
With the quality of the hydrophones and having three
installed in the narrow part of Boundary Pass—thanks to the
efforts of the Saturna Island Marine Research and Education
Society, they are wonderfully set up to begin identifying
individual orcas by their ‘voices’ and by pod dialects.
As if this isn’t enough, a major use of this installation is
recording the sounds made by the individual tankers and
freighters that use Boundary Pass to access pipelines and the
refineries in Washington State. The amount of underwater
sound and vibration makes a critical difference to orcas in terms
of their ability to hunt and how stressed they are.
With the possibility of traffic increasing three-fold on routes

look for Noctilucent
Clouds This Summer
Kate Lemke

Noctilucent clouds are a globally treasured phenomenon. At this
time of year, 80km above the earth’s surface (in the
mesosphere), two components meet, forming the clouds.
It is really quite spectacular; imagine meteor dust mixing
with millions of ice particles in the sky and being illuminated by
the light of the sun. You get a mystical, surreal glow. However,
the occurrence is pretty rare. But with some patience, you may
see several displays.
They only appear from mid-June to mid-July. Ideal times to
see the clouds are from 11pm to 12pm and between 3am and 4am.
Not only is it exciting to see these extraordinary clouds, it’s a great
way to make summer vacation memorable. So, while you are out
camping with friends and family, just remember to look up.
When the moment comes, have a camera on hand. You can
share your images on one of the NLC database websites such as
the Noctilucent Cloud Observing Network (www.edco.net/nlcnet) or Spaceweather (www.spaceweather.com).
According to data from a research satellite, the Aeronomy of
Ice in the Mesosphere (AIM), the occurrence of noctilucent
clouds is increasing. This is due to a decrease in atmospheric
temperatures. The AIM has also revealed that noctilucent
clouds are becoming increasingly visible throughout Canada
and even in some northern states of the US.
For more information about noctilucent clouds contact Mark
Zalcik at bgg_skymerchant@hotmail.com. 0
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that are in the heart of the Southern Orca Residents’ summer
home, we need to know where the orcas are in relation to ships
and require a slow-down or change of course and encourage
noise control.
This kind of marine sound regulation is being considered.
Once, nobody cared how much noise an airplane made, but now
there are all sorts of regulations, and technology is in place for
aerial noise abatement. Nowadays, all ships on the coast are
tracked minute-by-minute. It’s possible to warn ships of orca
activity and ships could be required to follow protocols and can
be engineered to greatly diminish the noise that they emit.
Science in the service of life as we, and the orcas, know it! 0
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pay for publishing it! Mail or phone in your $30
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delay—be part of the Island Tides team. Thank You!

Ontario restricts use of
neonicotinoids - Natalie Dunsmuir

The Ontario government has made new rules to restrict the use
of neonicotinoid pesticides official. The regulations will come
into effect on July 1, making Ontario the first jurisdiction in
North America to apply limits to the use of these pesticides.
Farmers will be allowed to use neonicotinoids on 50% of
their corn and soybean crops during the 2016 planting season.
They will need to complete a pest assessment report to be
approved for higher percentage use. The following year, farmers
will need proof of pests in order to use any neonicotinoids on
their crops. According to Agriculture Minister Jeff Leal, by 2017
the new rules will curb the use of these pesticides by 80%.
Concern was raised about the effects of neonicotinoids on
pollinators after beekeepers saw unusually high winter losses
for eight years in a row, reaching 58% in 2013-14. According to
many scientists, the pesticides hinder the ability of pollinators,
including bees, birds and butterflies, to feed, navigate and
reproduce. It is also thought to make these creatures more
susceptible to disease.
Currently, over 60% of soybean seed sold in Ontario has
been treated with neonicotinoids, so phase-out of the pesticide
is expected to be challenging. A significant manufacturerer of
the pesticide, CropLife Canada, maintains that its product is
‘one of the safest insecticides ever developed’. Beekeepers are
applauding the new regulations, however, with hope that they
will lower losses of bees and protect food security. 0
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