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Western sandpipers at Pacific Rim National Park. For the past month hundreds of thousands of shorebirds have been migrating from their southern wintering ranges
to their Arctic breeding grounds. Many, like the western sandpiper, stop on island beaches and estuaries to fuel up on nutrients before completing their long journey.

US ‘certification’ forces US
laws on others - Patrick Brown
Canada’s Minister of International Trade has been warned by other
nations involved in negotiations for the Trans-Pacific Partnership that
through ‘certification’, the US may attempt to force changes in Canadian
domestic legislation to match US laws. 

Minister Ed Fast has received a letter to this effect signed by political
leaders from Australia, Canada, Japan, Malaysia, and New Zealand.

In recent Free Trade Agreements, even after agreement has been
reached and documents signed, the letter warns, the US has not agreed
to an exchange of letters marking ‘coming into force’ until US officials
have ‘certified’ that national legislation, regulations, and procedures
meet US demands. 

In Canada, the warning letter has been signed by MP Don Davies,
NDP Critic for International Trade, and MP Elizabeth May, Leader of
the Green Party of Canada.

US Would ‘Infringe on Sovereignty'
The letter warns that ‘this has resulted in the US extracting additional
concessions from countries, its officials drafting the other countries’
laws, agreements going into effect at different times for different
countries, and lengthy delays in trade pacts’ implementation for some
countries.’

It continues: ‘If applied to the TPP, this practice would infringe on
the sovereignty of our governments to determine the meaning and
extent of the obligations they have agreed to and adopted under the TPP;
it would impugn the constitutional authority and responsibility of
legislatures and lawmakers; and it would constitute interference by a
foreign government in the sovereignty of our countries.’
TPP Must Protect Lawmaking Authority

The letter goes on to call on governments to ensure that the final TPP
contains an effective provision to prevent this, and to ‘affirm our
constitutional right to determine exclusively whether our government
has taken all the measures necessary’ to comply with the TPP. Also, it
asks that governments ‘resist any attempt by another TPP party to
influence the drafting of our laws prior to the agreement coming into
force ….’

Trade agreements usually provide a forum for negotiation should
one country disagree with another country’s laws. 0
See also related article, ‘Looking at the TPP’s leaked investor-state
dispute provisions’, page 8.

The BC provincial government has joined the new
international initiative to tackle climate change, the Global
Climate Leadership Memorandum of Understanding
(Under 2 MOU) climate pact. This international group is
made up of twelve states and provinces, collectively
representing 100 million people, and has the aim of
limiting the increase in the global average tempature to
under 2ºC. 

The dozen states and provinces that have signed come
from seven countries and three continents and collectively
constitute the fourth largest economic entity in the world
by GDP (representing more than $4.5 trillion GDP). The
countries involved are the United States, Canada, Mexico,
Brazil, Germany, Spain, and the United Kingdom.

Under the new agreement, these provinces and states
commit to either reduce their greenhouse gas emissions

to 80-95% below 1990 levels by 2050, or to achieve a per
capita annual emission target of less than 2 metric tons by
the same year. 

The pact hopes to reach these goals through enhancing
cooperation by sharing technology, scientific research and
best practices to promote energy efficiency and renewable
energy; collaborating to expand the use of zero-emission
vehicles; and taking steps to ensure consistent monitoring
and reporting of greenhouse gas emissions. Improving air-
quality by reducing short-lived climate pollutants such as
black carbon and methane and assessing the projected
impacts of climate change on communities are also
priorities. 

Signatories have agreed to commit to recruiting
additional global partners before the 21st Conference of
the Parties in Paris at the end of this year. 0

Environmental campaigner Ben West is launching the
first Great Climate Race in Vancouver this year. The race
is dedicated to raising money for solutions to climate
change and a portion of all registration fees go to the Great
Climate Race Renewable Energy Fund to facilitate
funding local solar projects. All participants will also have
the opportunity to set up their own personalized
fundraising pages on the site to raise funds for projects.

The run takes place on November 8, with registration
now open. The event includes a 10km race around Stanley
Park and a 2km race around Lost Lagoon. Live music, art
installations and technology displays will be on site at the
start/finish line at Second Beach, and the race promises
to be ‘the most fun you have ever had changing the world’.

‘Our event is kind of like the fun of the Sun Run with
some of the tools and focus on funding specific projects
we associate with crowdfunder Kickstarter,’ says West. 

‘The running community has a long history of raising

a lot of money for good causes’, explains West, ‘We want
to harness the capacity of this large and inspiring
community. 

‘Proceeds will purchase, install and service solar panels
as a donation to non-profit community organizations.
This will help them save money, if not eliminate their
electricity bill for decades to come, and allow them to
dedicate more funds to their good work.’ 

Solar power applications are available for charities and
other community interest groups in the Lower Mainland
area. 
For more info, go to www.greatclimaterace.org.0

Great Climate Race will raise money for solar panels

BC joins the ‘Under 2 MOU’
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Book Launch: June 20, 1 pm
‘Waiting for the Albatross’ by

Sandy Shreve
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LAND ACT: 
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Diana Benedek
has applied to Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Region
for a Specific Permission –
Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown land located at
Salt Spring Island/vicinity of
Stuart Channel.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1414268.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations at
142–2080 Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed to: Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until July 3, 2015.
MFLNRO may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. 
Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applicati
onPosting/index.jsp for more
information. 
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations regional
office in Nanaimo.

www.islandtides.com

    Ferry Agenda
    BC Ferries had fired another dumb volley
    This one could be their ultimate folly.
    No boats from Nanaimo to Horseshoe Bay.
    From the North to the city, will take a whole day.
    Duke Point to Tsawwssen being the only option,
    Sounds like a covert political concoction.
    If the major routes are making money
    Cancelling this one sounds kind of funny.
    Now Minister Stone has just declared
    This ‘iconic’ route must now be spared.
    Was this little farce a trial balloon
    Released by a liberal publicity goon?
    Perhaps this proposal has a hidden agenda.
    Are they going on another fare hiking bender?
    While the price of oil is steadily dropping
    For LNG they want to go shopping.
    Are they buying in, to Christy’s pipe dream,
    When the big investors have quit the team?
    Was this little red herring thrown out to see
    Who will pay for the conversion to LNG?
    These funds must come from Minister Stone,
    The ferry portfolio is his alone.
    The corporation is merely a sham,
    A bunch of lame ducks, who don’t give a damn.
    When will this Minister come to his senses,
    His office is responsible for the fleet’s expenses.
    The purpose of the ferry is transportation!
    It is not for profit or exploitation.
    In their search for ‘efficiencies’ they missed the boat,
    Cutting the sailings won’t keep them afloat.
    If they can’t run the ships at a reasonable rate,
    Perhaps we should give them to Washington State.
    Or give the whole mess to Premier Clark,
    She can feed us all to a hungry loan shark.

—Ann McLean

Carbon Concentration Levels Over 400ppm
March 2015 marked the first solid month of the global average
of atmospheric CO2 being over 400 parts per million. Earth’s
atmosphere has crossed this line before, but only for short
periods of time in specific places. Pre-Industrial levels of CO2
are estimated to have been somewhere around 280ppm, and
the first recording of CO2 levels was taken in 1959 at Mauna
Loa, Hawaii, and measured 313ppm. According to scientists,
we will need to reduce CO2 to at least 350ppm if we want to
avoid the effects of disastrous climate change. 
Fraser River LNG Terminal Gets NEB Export

Licence
It has been revealed that on May 8, the National Energy Board
approved a 25-year LNG export licence for WesPac Midstream
Vancouver LLC. The proposed terminal location is on the South
Arm of the Fraser River. The federal cabinet has yet to ratify the
NEB decision.

The NEB’s terms of reference indicate that gas exports may
be approved provided ‘the quantity of gas proposed to be
exported is surplus to Canadian requirements’. The NEB
announcement adds ‘taking into account trends in the discovery
of gas in Canada’.

Enlarging on this proviso, the announcement continues:
'The NEB is satisfied that Canada’s gas resource base, and the
overall gas resource base in North America, is large and can
accommodate reasonably foreseeable Canadian demand. This
demand would include the LNG exports proposed by WesPac
as well as a plausible potential increase in Canadian demand.’

Approval of an export licence is the first step in the process
of building an export terminal, and the NEB has approved
licences for a large number of terminals on the BC coast.
According to the NEB announcement, ‘Consistent with the
evidence submitted in WesPac’s application, the NEB believes
that not all LNG export licences issued by the Board will be used
or used to their full allowance. The NEB evaluates each
application based on its own merit.’ 

The proposed terminal location is adjacent to the FortisBC
natural gas installation on Tilbury Island in North Delta. LNG
tankers and barges would reach the terminal via the South Arm
of the Fraser River. Tilbury Island is upstream of the existing
Massey Tunnel, which presently limits ship draft, but the
provincial government has plans to replace the tunnel with a
bridge, making the river navigable by larger ships.

Fraser Surrey Docks New Scheme
Fraser Surrey Docks has indicated that its latest coal shipment
scheme responds to the dropping price of coal on world
markets. Stockpiling and shipping coal from the Fraser River is
only possible, however, if the current Massey Tunnel under the
river is removed.

At present, the four-lane tunnel limits the draft of vessels
coming up the Fraser River. Premier Christy Clark has
promised to replace the tunnel with a ten-lane bridge, a concept
that lacks detail so far. Because of relatively flat land on both
sides of the Fraser at Highway 99, approaches to such a bridge
would occupy wide areas of Richmond and Delta.

Canada’s First CO2 Storage Project Opens
The world’s first deep saline carbon dioxide storage project in
association with a coal-fired power plant, Aquistore, opened on
May 29 at SaskPower’s Boundary Dam Power Station site in
Estevan, Saskatchewan. Based in Regina, the Petroleum
Technology Research Centre (PTRC) is responsible for all
aspects of research and monitoring of the project. 

The Government of Saskatchewan committed five million
dollars in funding to the development of the Aquistore injection
and monitoring program. SaskPower is working to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions at the dam and at other coal-powered
plants, and is hoping  this new project will contribute to their goal.

Aquistore contains the two deepest wells in Saskatchewan,
at 3,400 metres each, and will be used as a research site and
industrial laboratory. The project has partnerships or research
projects with over 17 international organizations from seven
different countries.

Line 9 First Nation Consultation
Enbridge’s project to reverse the flow of Line 9 so that it would
move oil from Sarnia to Montreal is almost ready to start
pumping. But the National Energy Board’s approval of the
pipeline project is being challenged by the Chippewas of the
Thames First Nation (COTTFN), on the grounds that the
government (and Enbridge) did not adequately consult them.

The concern seemed to be increased when it appeared that
instead of light petroleum products being shipped, Enbridge
would be moving western Canada dilbit and fracked oil from
North Dakota.

The NEB had claimed that ‘the board’s hearing process itself
is part of the overall consultative process’ and also apparently
accepted Enbridge’s notification process as ‘consultation’.

Line 9 has recorded 35 spills during operation up to now.
Tseshaht Call For Raven Termination

On June 1, the Tseshaht First Nation called upon the BC
Environmental Assessment Office to ‘officially terminate’ the
proposed Raven Underground Coal Project for its failure to

have a project application approved by June 7. The Tseshaht
are an amalgamation of tribes in the Alberni Valley and Alberni
Inlet.

Raven’s parent company, Compliance Energy Corporation,
had filed its Application Information Requirements on June 7,
2012, starting the clock on a three-year deadline to have its
project application approved. Since then, Compliance has
submitted three separate applications. One was rejected by the
EAO and another two were withdrawn by the company.

Compliance submitted its Interim Financial Statement,
recording a ‘negative working capital’ of $981,000. The company’s
shares have dropped to $0.01 per share, a new 52-week low.

Shell Expects Massive Climate Change;
Keeps Drilling

Royal Dutch Shell’s arctic offshore drilling rig Polar Pioneerhas
been docked in the Port of Seattle. The enormous rig towers
over shoreside buildings and, on Sunday, May 17, was
surrounded by hundreds of kayakers, paddleboards, and other
small craft in a protest against Shell’s plans to once again
conduct exploratory drilling in arctic waters.

Meanwhile, plans to start the long tow north were halted
when the vessel (it counts as a ship) failed its US Coast Guard
safety inspection.

The inspection covers the vessel’s hull structure, electrical
system, firefighting crew and ship abandonment capabilities. It
will now have to pass a reinspection before leaving port.

Meanwhile, a recent Shell internal long range planning
document appears to assume that international action will fail
to limit global temperature rise to 2ºC. It refers to a recent
International Energy Agency forecast predicting a temperature
rise of 4ºC, eventually rising to 6ºC over current levels, higher
in the tropics and the Arctic. It is this forecast that Shell is using. 

The forecast implies a sea-level rise of between 52cm and
98cm, which would cause worldwide coastal flooding. Despite
the company’s forecasts, Shell continues to explore ever more
risky and expensive petroleum sources.
Five BC Coal Mines To See Temporary Closure

Teck Resources Ltd, a major operator of coal mines in BC, plans
to reduce production of metallurgical coal substantially in the
third quarter of 2015. It plans a reduction of some 1.5 million
tonnes—about 22% of normal production. The cut will be
spread over six mines, each one of which will be idle for three
weeks. Five of the mines are in BC.

A global glut of coal has dropped prices from US$300 a
tonne to about US$109 a tonne, a six year low.

Oregonians Oppose LNG Terminals
There are two proposed LNG terminals on the Oregon coast:
one in Coos Bay, and the other at the mouth of the Columbia
River at Warrenton. The Coalition Against LNG Exports
anticipate that competing on a world market for natural gas will
drive the US price up by 54%, threatening US jobs in industries
which use natural gas.

The coalition also says that nearly 700 private property
owners are impacted by the proposed Jordan Cove Connector
Gas Export Project and the federal government may seize their
land for this project.

Provincial Environmental Review Will
Include Cumulative Effects

Starting with its evaluation of the new Woodfibre LNG project,
BC’s Environmental Assessment Office will consider the
interaction of each project with others in the area. The
provincial environmental review will use a new Cumulative
Effects Framework to consider, using the Woodfibre example,
the impact of new residential subdivisions, tourism attractions,
and other marine traffic such as ferries.

The new approach does not appear to be backed up by
specific legislation, but will be gradually rolled out across the
province, starting with the Howe Sound, Northeast, Thompson-
Okanagan and Cariboo regions. Some 24% of new projects are
in the northwest part of the province. 0

Relatively Speaking…
I wonder what those Fraser pundits mean
With all this talk of ‘relatively clean’;
For energy to be clean there’s one condition:
To generate its power without emission.
Now we rely on hydro power a lot to fill the bill,
And what they call renewables—eventually they will.
But LNG I have my doubts—It is still a polluter,
And labelling it as relative’s in no way a refuter.
Perhaps I should elucidate, these words may cause confusion
I’ll dream up an analogy to make the right conclusion.
My neighbour has a little goat, he keeps it in a shed
And down the road’s a big cow barn, where cattle go to bed,
Compared with which the goat shed is—yes! relatively clean.
But if I had to live there—well, I wouldn’t be so keen!
So, ‘relatively clean’ are words that can be used to call
A substance clean, like LNG, that isn’t clean at all!
It’s nice to set the record straight,
When we get new words on our plate.

—H.Barry Cotton

Oil+Coal+Gas digest
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(250) 658-1701
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250-213-6316
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Reliable Service
Free Estimates
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Done Right - Safely
• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings
• Durable dock systems for

exposed locations
Ross Walker & Corey Johnson

250-537-9710
www.islandmarine.ca

Besley
Design & Build
3D Computer Design
Permit Plans
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Siding & Roofing
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Renovations & Additions
Timberworks & Arbors
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Licensed & Insured

Call Ron for free estimate

SA
LT

 S
P

R
IN

G
 I

SL
A

N
D

rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885  

FREE REMOVAL!
Scrap Car, Truck, Bus

& Equipment 
No Wheels? No Problem!
Metal Clean-up Bins Also

Available
Gulf Islands • Victoria • Sooke

Sidney • Duncan
250-744-6842 
250-732-4285
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WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road

Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

MOORINGS

Chris West 
Dive Services

250-888-7199/250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

Dock Chain Inspection 
& Replacement

INSTALLED, REPAIRED,
MAINTAINED

Sales, service, batteries, bikes
and kits. Authorized dealer for
Juiced Riders and ebikes.ca

By David
Elderton

Salt Spring Island 
250-538-0911 • elderton@telus.net

E-BIKES

Thirty-five years ago the policies in Canada that now
define democratic governance (or rather, anti-
democratic governance) were literally unthinkable. 

Voluntarily giving up, through reckless tax cuts, hundreds of
billions of dollars in revenue needed for running the country
and provinces; the fire sale disposal of some of the country’s
most valuable, efficient and productive Crown
corporations; the signing of corporate rights
agreements like NAFTA that severely constrain
elected governments from legislating on behalf
of their citizens; the ruthless slashing of social
spending; and the deliberate driving down of
salaries and wages by government policy are
all now commonplace—and once
unthinkable.

In the late 1960s and early ’70s, at the height
of the so-called golden age of capitalism, the ideas
behind these policies were not discussed. They didn’t
appear even in the mainstream media. They were, in effect,
caged-up somewhere, almost invisible.

Then the leaders of North America’s largest corporations
took a simple action that would initiate the eventual destruction
of what was built in the post-war era. They established think-
tanks which started introducing the unthinkable. The ideas
were still not up for broad discussion. But they were uncaged,
released into the public domain—a first, necessary step.

One of the agencies involved in this release was the Fraser
Institute. Its founding director, Michael Walker, stated: ‘If you
want to change society you have to change the ideological fabric
of society.’ He and his funders understood it would take time. I
can remember, as a young social activist at the time, joining with
others getting a good laugh at the sheer looniness of the
economic and social prescriptions emanating from the
Vancouver think-tank, and we paid them no attention. We
should have. 

Thirty-five years later, not only are these ideas not
‘unthinkable’, they have gone beyond commonplace and
acceptable and have, for many governments—and too many
citizens—gained the status of necessary policies for the future
of the country.

Float Yer Own Big Idea
As the left and progressive forces in this country struggle
desperately to figure out how to stop the right-wing juggernaut,
they could do worse than learn the lessons of their adversaries.
It’s not rocket science. Indeed it even has a carefully developed
theory behind it. It is called the Overton window, named after
Joseph P Overton, a former vice president of the Mackinac
Center for Public Policy. The window refers to the existing set
of policies that are deemed acceptable to the broad public.

If you want to successfully promote a policy that doesn’t
currently exist in that window you have to move the window to
the left or right until it falls within it and is accepted as reasonable.
Overton described the evolution to acceptance by degrees:
Unthinkable; Radical; Acceptable; Sensible; Popular Policy.

If we think about how the left has defended the activist state
over the past quarter century we can see that it has been almost
exclusively defensive—trying to keep our formerly big ideas (like
medicare) inside the current window. As right-wing

governments chipped away at the old social contract it seemed
over the top to actually push for better and more social
programs (childcare being the most obvious exception) or more
state intervention in the economy.

Yet push is exactly what we have to do to ‘defend’ what we
have had—because if we push for our actual vision of an equal

and just society, the stuff being dismantled will appear
as it really is: the bare minimum of what we need.

I had a direct experience of the Overton
window theory ten years ago when I was doing
a tour for my book on Paul Martin. (Martin, of
course, was responsible for taking a big idea—
deep spending cuts—from radical to
acceptable on Overton’s scale.) After my first

talk, the Q&A turned to medicare and how to
‘defend’ it. I gently admonished the questioner

and suggested that we never use that term because
it immediately frames us as losing and frames

medicare as being on a downward spiral. Instead, I said
(stating the unthinkable) we should nationalize the
pharmaceutical industry.

To my surprise the audience burst into spontaneous
applause. I decided to test this idea out at all my other talks on
a 22-city tour over six months. In every city or town but one the
response was the same—an immediate, spontaneous and
almost universal applause. 

It wasn’t that all those people expected such a thing would
happen soon, or even at all. It was as if they were cheering the
liberation of the Big Idea from its confines in the defensive
strategy we had been deploying for so many years. It just felt a
lot better than the idea of defending medicare—something we
shouldn’t have to do anyways.

Momentarily Radical Ideas
A couple of other examples come to mind—nationalizing the oil
industry and establishing a public, commercial bank to compete
directly with the big six private banks. Outrageous? Impossible?
At any time soon, of course. But even a cursory examination of
the crises that face Canada suggests that these ideas are not
unthinkable. They actually will be necessary to save the country
from further rapid decline to a de-industrialized and corrupt
petrostate.

If we don’t nationalize the oil industry (it is already
nationalized in almost every other oil-producing nation) it will
continue to wreak havoc with our economy and our democracy.
The longer we keep the idea tied up in the back room, the longer
it will take to get it ‘accepted.’ The same applies to the banks. In
addition to strict regulation (well within the window even
though not fully implemented) we must have a national,
publicly owned consumer bank that competes directly with the
big six private banks—forcing them through vigorous
competition and progressive policies to change their anti-social
behaviour. Besides dealing with consumers and home buyers
in a fair manner, such a bank could challenge the private banks’
notorious refusal to finance small and medium sized businesses
and innovation.

Unless opposition parties begin to unleash some truly big ideas,
progressives will be on the sidelines watching the right continue
to push the envelope with ever more dangerous ones. 0

‘As the left and
progressive forces in
this country struggle

desperately to figure out how
to stop the right-wing

juggernaut, they could do
worse than learn the

lessons of their
adversaries.’

How Big Ideas Become Government Policy
Murray Dobbin

South Island Aggregates (SIA) is the company that wants
to deposit five million tons of contaminated waste into
their quarry located at the headwaters of the Shawnigan

Lake watershed. Twelve thousand people depend on this
designated community watershed for their drinking water. The
Ministry of Environment (MOE) granted SIA a waste discharge
permit in August, 2013. The Environmental Appeal Board
(EAB) upheld the permit last March. The Shawnigan
community continues to vigorously oppose the permit.
Subsequent legal challenges, including a judicial review of the
EAB decision, are forthcoming.

Put aside, for a moment, the impending threat posed by the
contaminated waste permit issued by MOE. Consider instead,
South Island Aggregates’ less than stellar history as the operator
of a quarry governed by permits issued by the Ministry of
Energy and Mines (MEM).

The Environmental Appeal Board decision states that
previous incidents of non-compliance with MEM did not lead
to the conclusion that SIA is an unreliable operator. There are
excuses about growing pains and inexperience. There is an
implicit assumption that things are better now.

A simple hike around the site perimeter shows otherwise.
There is no fence and no signage as required by the mine permit.
Starting at the south-west corner, and walking north along the
western boundary, you first encounter encroachment onto CVRD
parkland about midway along Lot 23. Among multiple
infringements in this area, one that really stands out is the 20
metres of drainage channel that SIA blasted into CVRD land. This
is where effluent will be discharged into an ‘ephemeral stream’.  

Further along, as you pass the divide between Lots 23 and
21, you come across fill that has been pushed onto CVRD land.
The amount increases as you proceed until, midway along Lot
21, the intrusion onto CVRD parkland is truly astonishing—a
veritable peninsula, many metres deep and dozens of metres
wide. Far from being clean material, it is substantially riddled

with concrete, metal, plastic, asphalt, tires and wood-waste, all
in contravention of the mine permit. This is all observable in
the fill pushed onto the CVRD parkland. Who knows what
exists 25 metres beneath the surface of the SIA property.

Google Earth imagery shows that this fill appeared between
2006 and 2010. It was received and stockpiled allegedly as
reclamation fill for the quarry operation on Lot 23. 

No one really knows what the volume is. There appears to
be far more material than could fit onto Lot 23, never mind
what is allowed by the mine permit. Instructions from MEM
and other agencies to address this monumental problem have
clearly been ignored by SIA and not enforced by the Province.

One flank of the Lot 23 stockpile parallels Shawnigan Creek
and tapers down to within a few metres of this vital source of
Shawnigan Lake water. Oozing from this is a repugnant red
leachate which gathers in puddles covered with an oily sheen,
and then flows into the creek. This has been happening for
years! Recent analysis by Andrew Weaver, Green Party MLA,
has confirmed earlier findings that there are serious
contaminants.  

MOE, still defending its waste permit decision, has agreed to
perform follow-up testing of the water and the site itself. It is
crucial that these tests are comprehensive and verifiable.  

There has been an unexplained reluctance on the part of
MEM to enforce the conditions of the mine permit. Even with
the MOE Waste Discharge Permit, SIA cannot legally receive
or process contaminated material without an amendment to
their mines permit for Lot 23. If granted, it begs the question of
what will be done with all the fill on Lot 21, which would
presumably be in contravention of the mine permit for that
property (each lot has its own mine permit). 

Those responsible at MEM have a lot of explaining to do and
it would be quite wrong to grant the amendment without
addressing these many concerns. 0

Groundtruthing a toxic waste site - Dave Hutchinson
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~ Rainwater Harvesting
~ Water treatment for wells,

surface supplies & seawater
~ Filtration & Disinfection
~ Slow sand filtration
~ Small systems Health

Authority approvals

Serving The Gulf Islands & BC since 1988
info@watertiger.net  TF: 1-855-777-1220
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Island Tides knows you love our photos and now I have
launched another venture to get the news out in the Salish Sea:
IslandTidesTV. 

I brought Carleton journalism graduate Adella Khan out to
the west coast for two weeks to help get started. Two videos are
now up on IslandTidesTV’s Youtube channel: one is a profile of
the fledgling Cheap and Cheerful Blues Band, the other is a
mini-doc about Galiano’s Bob Dylan Birthday Party. View the
first two at: www.youtube.com/channel/UCpHSICQ3g-
j80R63ZmG2Ljg to and send the link to your friends.

Lots more footage is already on the computer waiting for
editing (as soon as this edition is on the press—it’s a very big
read, you’ll notice). 

If you’d like an email telling you when more mini-docs are
posted on IslandTidesTV, send us your email address and we’ll
put you on the list.

Continuing our tradition of citizen journalism, I am
expecting that people will email us newsworthy video clips, even
taken on smartphones, which we can craft into mini-docs about

life in the Salish Sea. Eventually, I am expecting that we will also
have a demand to make advertising videos for the Salish Sea’s
businesses and ventures—the revenue-generater to support
IslandTidesTV. 

We’ve heard the rumours that the fall’s federal election might
have a three month writ period. So, in this Island Tides print
and online edition, we are kicking off the election with eleven
questions you could ask your candidiates. 

I hope that it will get us all thinking about the issues that are
in play in the federal election at this crucial time for Canada. The
more we think and talk about election issues the more
Canadians will come out to vote. (In Australia it’s compulsory
to vote—a civic duty.)

Island Tides’ position on the election is that people should
vote for the person that they think will do the best job, regardless
of political party. The key thing is that they should simply go to
their poll and vote and encourage others to do the same. Untold
millions of people struggled for the right to vote and—to keep
faith—we should do so.                                                            —CG-W

A Marine Engineer’s Take On The
English Bay Oil Spill

Dear Editor:
The oilspill from MV Marathassa reported in Island Tides
(page 1, April 30) has all the indications of a bilgewater
discharge from the ship’s engineroom.

My suspicion is aroused by the following:
1. The ship was reported as being brand new and mechanical

failures occur most frequently on new vessels.
2. The spill was reported as ‘broken up’ which usually means

the discharge was a discharge of oil and water.
3. The ship had diesel engines burning the cheapest type of

fuel oil.
4. The ship had been in confined waters for some time;

possibly with no opportunity to legitimately discharge bilge.
5. Two tonnes of oil is not an untypical discharge and if it

stopped suddenly it is unlikely to be fuel-tank leakage.
Someone should be asking why the Coast Guard did not

board the ship and inspect engine room activities and if berthing
docks are fitted with connections to take bilgewater ashore for
treatment.

Does Canada have legislation against large ships discharging
bilgewater in confined seaways and who is responsible for
policing it?

David Dupree, London, England

Do Not Plant Milkweed On The Coast
Dear Editor:
Davis Suzuki’s well-intentioned article in the May 28 edition of
Island Tides regarding planting of milkweed is a potential
disaster if your coastal readers decide to act on it. Monarch
butterflies are rarely found on the west coast and those that are
were blown off course during their migration. Monarchs are not
native to this area and planting of milkweed here will not
suddenly attract them.

Milkweed is considered invasive in many areas where it has
overtaken native plants. Our ecosystems are already stressed
with the introduction of broom, lamium, ivy and numerous
other invasive species that have gained a foothold. Our local
experts have advised us to research those plants that are
favoured by our Monarch look-alike, the Painted Lady (Vanessa
cardui), and plant those instead.

Leeanne Mueller, Pender Island

TB REACH
Dear Editor:
For some reason, I cannot let go of the dream of having TB
REACH funded. Here is an organization that with so little, can
do so much. 

If you are ready to point to the Global Fund and say, ‘Hey,
we’re on it,’ please take a closer look. TB REACH funds new,
innovative ideas for fighting one of the world’s oldest diseases,
whereas the Global Fund needs strong evidence that a certain
approach works before they can support it. 

Global Fund Executive Director Dr Mark Dybul wrote a
letter to the Honourable Christian Paradis stating why the
Global Fund needs TB REACH to keep running. TB REACH
needs a mere $120 million over the next five years to stay in the
business of reaching the hardest to reach TB patients. This is,
relatively speaking, a small amount and will still keep Canada
well below Lestor Pearson’s recommended 0.7% of GDP for
international aid funding.

Would the HIV/AIDS and Tuberculosis Parliamentary
Caucus kindly rise to the occasion and make my dream come
true? Connie Lebeau, Victoria

Fragile Chinook Salmon Populations
Dear Editor:
Raincoast recently completed and submitted a Population
Viability Assessment (PVA) study to the National Energy Board
(NEB), which clearly shows that chinook salmon abundance is
a primary limiting factor for Southern Resident Killer Whale
(SRKW) population survival. 

Despite this, and as aptly demonstrated by the recent Island
Tides article on the chinook salmon ‘derby’ on Galiano Island,

few people seem to be aware of the extremely tenuous situation
of the Southern Resident Killer Whales, and of their link to
chinook salmon. Chinook salmon populations are historically
low, and although the federal government is, by law, required
to protect them for Southern Resident Killer Whales, this is not
happening. 

Humans enjoy chinook, but we don’t require them to
survive, and they are not our only food source. Conversely,
endangered Southern Resident Killer Whales (SRKW) have few
other food sources, and when their primary food source is not
present, they simply starve. Even in cases when other salmon
species are present, these whales preferentially feed on chinook
salmon, because this species meets their nutritional needs. Lack
of chinook is one of the primary man-made factors of why
SRKW are now at risk of becoming extinct, and this is largely a
result of a lack of meaningful fisheries management action by
the federal government.

Because chinook salmon abundance is at an all-time low, I’d
like to request that readers please consider fishing and food
sources other than chinook salmon—at least for five years—to
allow species recovery and increase the chances of Southern
Resident Killer Whale survival. 

In my personal view, long term sustainability and
conservation needs of chinook salmon and of Southern
Resident Killer Whales who feed on them as one of their only
sources of food, would be better served by facilitating greater
chinook returns to spawning grounds. If we choose to, we can
help promote population recovery of chinook and whales and
enjoy more sustainable fisheries over the long term.

Lori Waters, Raincoast Conservation Foundation

BC Ferries Naming Contest Legacy
A version of the following letter was sent to CEO Mike
Corrigan, BC Ferries Services Inc
Dear Mr Corrigan,
Your statement was heart warming: ‘it’s not often there is an
opportunity to name a ferry that will be in service for decades
to come and leave a lasting legacy’. Unfortunately, you then
placed restrictions on what names are acceptable.

With sad realization, it was apparent that you, as well as
members of the BC Ferries executive team (and others in the
corporation, I am sure) are not familiar with the true ‘legacy’ of
BC Ferries.

1. BC Ferries is a legacy itself, given to the ‘People of the
Province of British Columbia’ in 1960 by then Premier WAC
Bennett as our marine highway. He instructed us to look after
the system, which was affectionately called Bennett’s Navy.

2. We live in ‘British’ Columbia which hosts a long standing
historical culture. The title of ‘queen’ was enshrined on our BC
ferries to show respect for the Commonwealth, of which we are
a part, and to Queen Elizabeth. Prior to BC Ferries, coastal ferry
ship names commenced with ‘princess’.

3. The title of Queen and the attachment of Nanaimo,
Burnaby, Cumberland, New Westminster, Chilliwack, etcetera
has nothing to do with where the ship sails to, but instead
recognizes the communities of British Columbia and honours
these towns, cities and places of our province. 

So, Mr Corrigan: why are you throwing away the beautiful
legacy of the past for a new so-called legacy of tomorrow with
no historic value?

Queen or Princess are not classes of ferries, they are the
historic legacy of the history of our province and the people who
arrived on these shores. People who opened the province to the
generations of today. Celebration, Inspiration and Renaissance
hold no historic legacy value whatsoever.

If you wish a ‘lasting legacy’ why not use names with true
meaning such as: Queen of the Salish Sea, to maintain the part
BC Ferries has played in the ‘legacy of the Province of British
Columbia’, and Spirit of Hartley Bay, to honour the First
Nations of Hartley Bay for their heroics in saving lives off the
Queen of the North (which heroism, by the way, was endorsed
by Premier Campbell at the time of the tragedy).

Sara J Steil, Pender Island

BC Direct Action History
Dear Editor:
On June 6, 1965, fifty ban-the-bomb activists attempted to enter
the airbase at Comox, for the expressed purpose of dismantling
the military apparatus and beginning a process of converting it
to peaceful purposes. When stopped, they sat down and ‘blocked
the road to war’ for 24 hours.

The action was in response to Prime Minister Lester B
Pearson’s decision to allow US nuclear warheads on Canadian
soil. Outrage at this decision was fanned by the fact that Pearson
had earlier stated that the Bomarc missile was not a defence in
any sense and that Canada should remain a non-nuclear power.
Ironically, a few years previously, Pearson had been awarded
the Nobel Prize for Peace. The bombs at Comox were mounted
on Genie missiles carried by F101 fighter jets.

Directly inspired by Gandhi, the US civil rights movement,
and peace actions around the world, the sit-down marked the
first civil disobedience campaign for peace ever conducted in
British Columbia, and only the second in Canada (the first took
place at La Macaza, Quebec, the year before, in 1964). The action
foreshadowed the founding of Greenpeace six years later. 

Twenty-eight years later, in 1993, it found continuity when
Peter Light, the instigator and coordinator of the 1965 Comox
campaign, conceived and organized a sit-down—as part of a
summer of civil disobedience sponsored by the Friends of
Clayoquot Sound, to save old growth forests from clear-cut
logging—which resulted in the largest mass arrest on a single
day in Canadian history.

The sit-down in June 1965 was part of a summer-long series
of actions called Comox Project ’65. It had been preceded by a
rally in Victoria at Beacon Hill Park attended by 500 people and
addressed by Brock Chisholm, former head of the United
Nation’s World Health Organization; a 110-mile peace-walk to
Courtenay; a rally in that town at the baseball field, also attended
by 500 people and at which the mayor spoke; the final walk—a
few miles—to Comox and the military base; and a 24-hour vigil
at the main entrance to that airforce establishment.

It was followed by three months of action and community
work culminating in a sit-down on August 28 that blocked all
fourteen entrances around the base’s six-mile perimeter.
Demonstrators were dragged repeatedly off the road at some of
the gates to allow for the passage of vehicles. Some were
arrested; one had his nose broken. Yet all participants remained
faithful to a nonviolent code of conduct.

To mark the 50th anniversary of this historical anti-nuclear
campaign, a reunion and weekend of communal activities and
discussions is being planned for August 28–30 at Roberts Creek
on the Sunshine Coast. Organizers of the gathering have so far
contacted twenty former participants, and are searching for
more. It is believed that hundreds, overall, played some role in
the activities that summer.

Anyone interested in attending this reunion should contact
Peter Light at 604–886–8527, or peter_light2001@yahoo.ca.

Reina LeBaron, Hornby Island LETTERS please turn to next page



www.islandtides.com

TimberWest in the Great
Bear Rainforest

Dear Editor:
Two years ago our community on Sonora Island began
discussions with TimberWest regarding permitted cutblocks
containing very old, large Douglas fir and cedar. (See Island
Tides cover, April 11-24, 2013) At the time, TW claimed the trees
were ‘second growth’ and available for logging.

Since then we have learned a great deal about Ecosystem
Based Management (EBM), which was implemented in 2009
after government, industry and environmental groups came to
a mutual agreement for logging in the Great Bear Rainforest
(GBR). Sonora Island is the southernmost boundary of the GBR
and included in this type of management. 

Inspired by the urgency to protect these rare older trees, we
began walking and mapping on Sonora Island and recording
extensively the remaining old growth, second growth and third
growth forests and site productivity. 

Our discussions with TW quickly grew in scope as the three
major environmental groups who participated in creating the
ecosysytem baseline management guidelines became keenly
interested in EBM’s on-the-ground application on Sonora. 

EBM is based on the idea of retaining a minimum
representation of ecosystem types to ensure the over-all health
of the forest environment. In the northern GBR the minimums
are set at 50%-70% representation while in the southern GBR,
due to extensive logging history, the target is a minimum of
30%. In these southern areas which now fall well below the 30%
old growth target it is imperative to reserve forest stands that
are nearing old growth status to meet the shortfall. 

We commenced collective discussions with TW regarding a
proper scientific definition for old growth (which hasn’t been
resolved yet) and for creating a map (Strategic Landscape
Reserve Design) delineating areas for restoration (which hasn’t
been agreed upon yet either). Noteworthy and disheartening
has been the absence of any substantive engagement by the
Ministry of Forest, Lands and Natural Resources.

The recently released 2009-2014 statistics show TW has cut
well above their annual allocation. Consequently, Greenpeace,
ForestEthics and Sierra Club BC publicized this information in
the hope that TW will halt logging in the GBR until a proper,
scientific plan is in place. On May 20 we took photos as the
Greenpeace ship Esperanza unfurled its banner in Discovery
Passage as it passed Sonora Island.

The Sonora community hopes TimberWest will accept our
offer to work collaboratively on the creation of restoration
reserves and old growth protected areas based on science, the
EBM guidelines, and accurate comprehensive ground-truthing. 

Fern Kornelsen and the Sonora Community

Politics of Fear
Dear Editor:
Bullies and tyrants have used fear throughout the ages to keep
troops in line, stifle criticism, and reduce the masses to a state
of servitude. Unfortunately for Canadians, fear now features
prominently on the national political stage.

On May 12, the United Church of Canada, which on moral
grounds advocates a boycott of goods produced in illegally
occupied Palestinian territories, sent a letter to Prime Minister
Stephen Harper asking for clarification of the government’s
‘zero-tolerance’ policy with regard to the boycott of Israeli
products. The ‘zero-tolerance’ policy was announced at the
United Nations by Public Safety Minister Steven Blaney who
conflated rhetoric and boycott actions against Israel with ‘anti-
Semitism’. The chilling implications of the Minister’s statements
became doubly ominous when his spokesperson suggested to
the CBC that boycotters could be charged with hate crimes.

Although Blaney quickly denied the hate crimes notion, the
stench of tyranny lingers. Is there any doubt a ‘zero-tolerance’
policy towards critics of Israel brings with it the threat of
criminalization, if not now then in the future? The United
Church should indeed be concerned about ‘a growing climate
of fear and possible infringements of democratic rights’.

Prime Minister Harper’s fear tactics are apparent in
practically everything he does. It is well known that
Conservative MPs are afraid to say anything beyond tightly
scripted talking points approved by the PMO. One Tory MP,
Brent Rathgeber from Alberta, finally had enough of being
pushed around. He quit the Conservative caucus and wrote a
book called Irresponsible Government: The Decline of
Parliamentary Democracy in Canada. The book outlines how
MPs have been reduced to ‘cheer-leading and barking on
command.’ Anyone who steps out of line is punished by having
privileges revoked or opportunities denied.

Never before in Canadian history has the Canada Revenue
Agency (CRA) been used as a blunt instrument to terrorize
groups who criticize government policies. Yet this is exactly
what many charities claim is happening as they are audited for
political activities. The Broadbent Institute, which has studied
the situation, says there are clear indications the CRA is going
after charities involved with environmental or poverty issues,
for example, while giving right-leaning organizations a pass.
And then there’s the $13.4 million question: How did Harper
find new money for the charities witch-hunt at a time when his
government was making drastic cuts to the overall CRA budget?

Nobody knows more about fear and intimidation than
scientists who work for the Canadian government, especially in
the fields of health and environment. Thousands of frustrated
scientists have rallied across Canada to demand that the Harper

government stop muzzling scientists and cutting research
funding. A recently retired Fisheries and Oceans biologist told
the CBC that federal scientists ‘work in a climate of fear’ and that
Harper’s regressive policies and stranglehold on information
are ‘leading to a death spiral for government science.’

The Conservatives are also using fear to facilitate passage of
their controversial Bill C-51. Although the bill has some merit,
most experts agree it is deeply flawed and a threat to civil rights
because it opens the door to all kinds of abuse. 

Stephen Harper is the man who withholds financial
information from Parliament. It is he whose party has become
synonymous with election fraud and whose response has been
to introduce legislation that makes cheating even easier.

It is also he who has spent millions of taxpayer dollars trying
to keep a child soldier in jail—a juvenile subjected to torture and
never given a fair trial in a court of law. If he is willing to trample
on the constitutional rights of a brainwashed child, what is to
stop him from doing the same to others who find their way onto
his growing list of enemies?

As the next federal election approaches, Canadians would
do well to think back to the sacrifices made by those who fought
for this great country. What did they give their lives for? If they
had the chance to speak they would likely say they fought and
died for freedom and democracy, as trite as that might sound.
So let’s remember this as the central issue in the upcoming
election, not income splitting and child tax credits as Harper
would like us to believe.

We need to ask ourselves what kind of society we want to
live in, and then take a long, hard look at our corrupt electoral
system and broken democracy. What rules are in place? What
mechanisms have accorded despotic powers to the likes of
Stephen Harper?

Frants Attorp, Salt Spring Island

The C in CBC should stand for
‘Canadian’, not ‘Cuts’

Critics of the CBC were surely thrilled to learn about the massive
budget cuts announced in CBC’s latest five-year plan. For
proponents of the CBC’s downsizing, such drastic cuts do not put
CBC’s future at stake, but are rather aimed at reinforcing its
commercial viability, local presence, ability to broadcast Canadian
content and, ultimately, its capacity to fulfill its mandate.

I personally take issue with this. As a Canadian and member
of a minority community, I am deeply concerned with the
proposed direction. As a senator, I believe it is the duty of the
legislators to carefully scrutinize what is really at stake. 

What is being proposed (workforce downsized by an
additional 25%; half of the real estate put on the block;
dramatically reduced in-house production; shift to a ‘digital first’
approach… including in rural communities with limited
broadband access) is nothing less than irreversible cuts that will
permanently undermine the corporation’s capacity to carry out
its mandate.

This should be the heart of the conversation. CBC’s mandate
is really what is at stake. Unfortunately, it is a dimension that is
conveniently brushed away.  

Making decisions on the premise that CBC is just ‘another
network’ that should depend on announcers, compete for
commercial revenues and focus on ratings is a wrong assumption.
It is wrong from a legal perspective, as CBC has clear legal
obligations, if only under the Broadcasting Act and the Official
Languages Act, as confirmed by a recent decision of federal court.
More importantly, it is wrong from a societal standpoint. 

CBC’s vital function with respect to minority communities
is well documented, including in a recent report by the Standing
Senate Committee on Official Languages, of which I am a
member. Its valuable role as a developer of talent, champion of
the Canadian consumer, and bridge between various national

and international realities is also well established and must be
vigorously protected. 

Moreover, its critical contribution as an effective channel for
fostering Canadian values—such as the respect of differences,
for instance—is truly exceptional. I strongly believe that CBC is
still uniquely positioned to be the tool that keeps us united
beyond our linguistic and cultural diversities.

CBC is more than entertainment, ratings and revenue
generation. It is not a network like the others, and should not
be managed as such. 

Of course, it is legitimate to question whether the corporation
is still properly equipped to play its role in the internet era,
where communication technology and delivery channels have
evolved. Such a questioning should not, however, deny the
fundamental principles behind the corporation’s raison d’être.
Whatever the nature of the modernization efforts, they should
not jeopardize CBC’s mandate, which will remain as critical in
the future as it was in the past. 

Senator Maria Chaput, Manitoba

Photo: Miray Campbell

Greenpeace ship Esperanza sails in Discovery Passage near Sonora Island in the Great Bear Rainforest.
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Six European energy producers
seek carbon pricing
Seeking an international carbon pricing agreement to reduce
uncertainty, six European international energy producers have
called for the adoption of carbon pricing by global governments.
The companies are Royal Dutch Shell PLC, Total SA, Statoil
ASA, Eni SpA, BP BPLC, and BG Group PLC. Either cap and
trade, or a carbon tax (fee and dividend) would satisfy their
request.

Their letter was sent to UN climate chief Christiana Figueres
and French Minister of Foreign Affairs, Laurent Fabius, who
will chair the December Paris summit aimed at achieving a
global agreement on climate change.

US multinationals Exxon Mobil Corp and Chevron Corp did
not sign on to the letter.

In Canada, the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers
would not endorse the carbon price idea. But Suncor Energy Inc
CEO Steve Williams recently applauded the call for a ‘broadband
energy price’. Canadian Natural Resources Ltd said it needed to
review its investment plans in the light of uncertainty over the
new Alberta NDP government’s GHG tax intentions.

Shell, Total, BP and Statoil all have investments in tar sands
plays, which could be affected by carbon taxes.

‘We firmly believe that carbon pricing will discourage high
carbon options and reduce uncertainty that will help stimulate
investment in the right low carbon technologies and the right
resources at the right place,’ said the letter. 0

Boat Connections, June 18-21



www.islandtides.com

Page 6, Island Tides, June 11, 2015

Russell Nursery, Island Agent for Halls Greenhouses
1370 Wain Road, North Saanich, BC (first exit off ferry)
250-656-0384    www.russellnursery.com/greenhouses

Greenhouse Gardening Starts Here!
Halls English Greenhouses are known for high quality & affordability. 

Five models, 6 or 8ft wide, 4 to14ft long. Easy to assemble kits. 
See our website for details. 

+ =

MINI-ADS!
BE SEEN & DON’T BUST

THE BUDGET!

Photo: Mike Yip
A Great Blue Heron has just caught a midshipman for breakfast at Buccaneer Beach in

Bowser. The midshipman is a unique fish that is known for its vocalizations. The male can

hum for an hour at a time trying to attract females to its nest. After a female lays her eggs in

his nest she departs, and he looks after the eggs. The male (and its nest) quite often gets

stranded in a tidepool when the tide goes out, and becomes easy prey for the Great Blue

Heron. Bald Eagles have also learned to look under the seaweed in the tidepools for the

midshipman.

Roasting Fancy Coffee
for mail orders since 1982

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com

• harvesting systems 
• design • installation 
• service
VISIT OUR WEBSITE!

Experience Counts!

BOB BURGESS 
250-246-2155

bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com

You’ll be right at home!

1.888.296.8059 
www.wintonhomes.ca

BUY | RAISE | MOVE | LEVEL

RAISE Increase Square Footage
MOVE Subdivide Your Lot!
LEVEL Repair Foundation Issues

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-320-2268 

BUY RECYCLED HOMES

What’s On?
Friday, June 12 to Wednesday, June 24
Eclectic Visions—Salt Spring Photography Club’s Annual Gallery

Show; unique and totally eclectic images
from 34 of our 90+ photographers •
Gallery8, 3104-115 Fulford Ganges Road
Grace Point Square • Opening reception
Friday 12th from 5pm to 8pm • Daily

10am to 5pm • Info: www.ssphotog.ca, 250.653.4034 • SALT
SPRING
Saturday & Sunday, June 13 & 14
21st Denman Island Home & Garden Tour—12 incredible
properties offer inspiration and delight; find out why people come
from all over to experience this tour • 9:30am–5:00pm, daily •
Tickets: $20 at local outlets, by phone 250.335.2148 or online:
denmanconservancy.org • DENMAN
Thursday-Sunday, June 18-21
Grand opening of ‘Hive Emporium’—a store, gallery, cafe and

event-oriented space; focusing on locally made
products and artwork, featuring local art, artists
and artisans; engages in fair trade; wide range
of global cultural merchandise; experience
“active culture” on beautiful Gabriola • Folk Life

Village Mall - #9 – 575 North Road • GABRIOLA
Saturday, June 20
SIMRES SeaTalk: Sea Mammal Rescue &
Rehabilitation—hear the adventures of two marine
mammal rescuers; Dr Martin Haulena, staff
veterinarian, Vancouver Aquarium; and Paul Cottrell,
marine mammal rescue, DFO • Saturna Community
Hall • 1-3pm • Tickets: $10 at door, 18 and under are
free • SATURNA
Tues, Wed, & Fri, June 30, July 1 & 3
Allison Crowe’s Coastal Concert Celebration—Thrilling rock,

folk, jazz, soul trio with guests: Billie Woods
(SSI, Pender), Ryan McMahon (Ladysmith)
• TUES, JUNE 30:All Saints by-the-Sea;
tickets: Stuff & Nonsense, Salt Spring
Books, Saltspring Sound • WED, JULY 1:
Pender Islands Community Hall; tickets:

Southridge Farms, Talisman Books • FRI, JULY 3: Ladysmith First
United Church; tickets: In the Beantime, Salamander Books • All
shows 8pm • $25 General, $20 Students/Seniors • Info:
250.537.1286, www.allisoncrowe.com • SALT SPRING,
PENDER, LADYSMITH
Canada Day, Wednesday, July 1
66th Annual Saturna Lamb Barbecue—Argentinian style lamb
roast; live entertainment, beer garden, children’s games, books
sale, arts and crafts, hot dogs, hamburgers, ice cream, drinks;
moorage at Winter Cove; shuttle service to/from ferry; no pets,
but pet watching service available • Winter Cove Gulf Island
National Park Reserve • Grounds open: 10:30am-4:30pm; Dinner:
2:00-3:00pm • Dinner tickets: adults, $20.00; children, $10.00,
group tickets available at saturnalambbbq@outlook.com • Info:
www.saturnalambbarbeque.com • SATURNA 
Wednesday to Sunday, July 15 to 19
Texada Aviation Week—JULY 15-18: Texada Aviation Week • SAT,
JULY 18: Fly-in Fling: Burgers and dance at Royal Canadian

Legion doors; 4:30pm • SUN, JULY 19:
Fly-In and Car & Bike Show: Fraser
Blues formation flying demonstration
team, contests, RCAF display,
entertainment; breakfast: 9:00am;
BBQ: 12:00pm • Free admission • Info:
www.texada.org • TEXADA

Wednesday to Sunday, July 22-26
5th Annual Quadra Island Festival of Chamber Music—WED:
Our Native BC, United Church, 7pm, $20 • THURS: Tangles and
Tunes Family event, South End Farm & Vineyard, 12:30pm, $20 •
FRI:Sold out • SAT: Eastern Europe, StoneHouse, 7pm, family: $20
• SUN:Back in Buenos Aires, Brunch, Concert, Tango Dancers,
Quadra Community Centre, 11am, $35 • Tickets: Inspirations,
250.285.3334; Works of H’Art 250.285.2834 • Info:
www.quadrafestival.com • QUADRA

Next Deadline: June 17

Moon DateNew Moon : June 16
Full Moon: July 1

The Sea to Seed tour is a collective of
artists who are  touring by sailboat
through the islands of the Salish Sea

this June and July, collecting, documenting,
and sharing the stories of island farming
communities with the world. The folks of the
Sea to Seed tour are on a mission to
experimentally collaborate  between artists,
media-makers, and farmers to explore the
potential for art and culture in support of those
on the land who are working to localize food
systems, cultivate artistic expression, earth
based sustainability, and build community at
the same time. 

Hanna Epperson, a musician on the tour
explains, ‘the concept of the tour alone is such
an innovative, life affirming cross-pollination
of ideas, passions, modes of expression and
participation. It is the stuff my dreams are
made of, because it brings together so many
threads in my life that I haven’t until now
known were possible to interweave.’

The theme of the tour is resilience. While

documenting their experiences, the Sea to Seed
team is setting out to share with the world
through video, photography and the written
word the growth in resilience that the islands
are creating. 

This year, the Sea to Seed tour features
permaculture action days and events
throughout the islands, celebrating the
growing of food and the fruits of this labour—
showcasing a collective of farmers who are
contributing and preparing food to create a
local feast. 

Evenings will be filled with music, spoken
word, and art. There will be plenty of time to
dance to live music from Buckman Coe, The
Tailor, Hanna Epperson, Up Folk, Kristi
McCracken, and to listen to spoken word artist
Eve Ladyapples. There will also be a creative
children’s zone with artist and first mate, Brad
Woodbrad, The Wood Whisperer.
For more information on island events go to
www.tinyurl.com/seatoseedssi. 0

Marine Harvest moved smolts from
their hatchery into their fish farm at
Shelter Bay without considering

that they were infected with piscine reovirus
(PRV), a virus which is a probable precursor to
the disease HSMI and which affects wild
salmon, claimed Alexandra Morton. 

Morton, assisted and represented by
Pender’s Margot Venton, sought a judicial
review of the Ministry of Fisheries’ issue of the
transfer permit initiating an action in the
Federal Court of Canada, which named both
the Ministry and Marine Harvest as
respondents.

The Ministry at first insisted that no permit
was required for the transfer because both the
hatchery and the farm were in the same
Salmonid Transfer Zone, and thus provincial
regulations applied, but there are none. 

However, Justice Rennie held that in the
absence of provincial regulations, federal
regulations applied, which required that
transfers have no disease or signs of disease.
The Ministry and Marine Harvest then relied
on the presumption that if there were no signs
of disease, the transfer was permissible, and
that the Minister’s position was ‘presumptively
reasonable’, thus throwing the onus of proof
back on the complainant, Morton.

Marine Harvest quoted a portion of the
fisheries regulations that would permit the
transfer if a veterinarian characterized it as ‘low
risk’.

The judge, quoting the precautionary
principle, said ‘low risk’ was not a clear enough
criteria to override the precautionary principle
in this circumstance and granted the review.
He suspended his judgement for four months

to allow time for the regulations to be made
more explicit. 
Petition Opposes Farmed

Salmon Expansion 
Meanwhile, more than 100,000 signatures are
on a petition calling on the BC government to
halt the federal government’s and BC salmon
farming industry’s plans to expand open-net
salmon farming in BC waters. 

The petition, presented to the Legislature
on May 25 by Oak Bay-Gordon Head MLA
Andrew Weaver has the endorsement of more
than one hundred conservation organizations,
industry associations, independent business
owners and the Tofino-Long Beach Chamber
of Commerce.

Despite decades of controversy, and
recommendations to the contrary by the $37-
million Cohen Inquiry, the federal government
wants to move ahead with industry expansion
plans. However, the BC government has the
power to curb that growth by withholding
approvals for new farm sites and for
amendments to existing farm tenures which
would see them grow in size.

Since assuming responsibility for the
management of salmon farming in 2010,
Fisheries and Oceans Canada says it has been
working on revised criteria for siting farms. But
they have not completed the task and First
Nations and conservation groups say they have
been acting without the broad scientific and
public consultation needed. 

Meanwhile, Fisheries and Oceans Canada
have permitted farms, like one at Sir Edmund
Bay which is currently reporting elevated levels
of lice, to triple their production.  0

Diseased salmon court victory; fish farms

Sea to Seed Tour 

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
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Through a lot of support from community volunteers, the
first Salish Sea Youth Summit, hosted at Gulf Islands
Secondary School (GISS) on May 23 and 24 was a great

success. It provided an opportunity  for Salish Sea 14- to 18-
year-olds to discuss how the expansion of the fossil fuel industry
puts complex ecosystems and community health at risk.

Joe Akerman welcomed attendees. Folk singer/songwriter
Luke Wallace from Vancouver led with songs and stories about
his adventure creating the film One Big Coast, which focuses
on the Northern Gateway Pipeline project and how it would
directly affect the community of Kitimat and the coastline. 

Particpants gave their fullest attention to each presenter,
starting with Lori Waters from the Raincoast Conservation
Foundation. She went into detail about at-risk ecosystems—the
networks of species to which communities along the west coast
are so closely connected.

One of the most inspiring aspects of the event was witnessing
the breakouts that followed each presentation; participants were
given space for discussion. Each enthusiastic group of students
showed keen and creative thinking about possible solutions to
climate change. 

Sierra Club BC’s Climate and Energy Campaigner, Larissa
Stendie, joined the summit to facilitate a conversation around
the importance of supporting First Nation communities
through acts of solidarity, helping those who stand in the
forefront against these project proposals.

The film Northern Grease, which follows a group of
snowboarders during their exploration of the Alberta tar sands

and LNG sites in British
Columbia, was also shown.
Tamo Campos and John
Muirhead from Beyond
Boarding presented examples of
people working together to
create unique forms of
environmental leadership.

The variety of issues
addressed in each presentation
and the cohesive passion
demonstrated by experts from
diverse backgrounds fulfilled the
vision of the summit: to raise
awareness in youth so that they
are able to make pragmatic
decisions regarding their visions
of the Salish Sea’s future. 

The event illustrated that
solutions come in all forms and
many are already in place, as
well as possible ways to become
more involved in environmental
stewardship.

Firsthand experience was next; a coastal excursion on Gulf
Island Water Taxi. Marine biologist David Denning showed
participants what they are protecting. 

With a banner created on the first day of the conference, the

Salish Sea Youth Summit drew to a close by displaying
opposition to harmful fossil fuel industries. 

The event was generously funded by the Salt Spring Forum,
and aided by SD64, Gulf Islands Water Taxi, and presenters. 0

Salish Sea Youth Summit - Maia Beauvais

Brenda Sayers Nominee For North Island EA
At a Green Party rally in Nanaimo on Sunday, May 24, Brenda
Sayers, a member of the Hupacasath First Nation, was named
Green Party candidate for the North Island-Powell River
Electoral Area. 

For two-and-a-half years, Sayers was at the forefront of the
fight against ratification of the Canada-China Foreign
Investment Promotion & Protection Agreement.

Her campaign launch, with Green Party leader Elizabeth
May, was at K’omoks Band Hall in Comox on Friday, June 5.

Raincoast Scientist Wins Award
University of Victoria wildlife expert and Raincoast
Conservation Foundation science director Dr Chris Darimont
is this year’s winner of the Distinguished Academics Early in
Career award from the Confederation of University Faculty
Associations. 

Darimont is a research pioneer on BC’s coastal wolves and
bears, and a passionate advocate for science-based conservation
policy, as well as being the Hakai-Raincoast geography
professor in UVic’s Faculty of Social Sciences.

‘I’ve been uplifted by my nominators and supporters, who
are the same people behind the accomplishments that I’m being
singled out for,’ Darimont said. ‘I feel a sense of pleasant
responsibility to give back to my partners—students, non-profit
colleagues and the young leaders from the sovereign indigenous
nations of our coast.’

‘Food Rescue’ Program Announced 
Victoria Rotary Clubs, in collaboration with the Victoria
Foundation and the eleven Thrifty Food grocery stores located
in Victoria, have announced a program aimed at reducing food
waste and feeding those in need. The goal is to save non-perfect
foods from being thrown away and instead give them to
vulnerable populations throughout the Capital Regional
District. 

The most challenging aspects of this plan include the
necessary transportation and storage facilities. The ‘Rotarians
for Food Rescue’ has announced a raffle to fundraise for this
infastructure, with a target goal of raising $100,000 and a
commitment by the Victoria Foundation to match funds.
Perishable foods, mostly fruits and vegetables, will then find

their way to those in need by way of the Food Share Network, a
collaborative of agencies. 

Fundraising raffle tickets, costing $5 each, or 3 for $10, are
on sale through www.rotaryraffle.ca as well as through a mobile
ticket booth that will be travelling through the CRD until the
draw on August 9. The grand prize is a Nissan Rogue.

Cooking and Community
A new island-flavoured cookbook has recently been released,
Cooking and Community on Lasqueti Island. The 2oo+ page

book is filled with recipes, photos, artwork, writing and poems
from the off-grid island. The editors—Annie Carrithers, Kathy
Schultz and Sue Wheeler—presented the cookbook to the
community at the Lasqueti Arts Centre on May 17. Attendees
sampled food prepared from the recipes, viewed the food-
related art on the walls, listened to readings—and then bought-
out the entire first printing.

Along with the expected recipes for garden produce and
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If you advertise from May 28 to June 27, 2015 in the non-election assent voting known as 
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‘Serious Coffee’ locations in Sidney, Mill Bay, Duncan,
Nanaimo, Parksville, Courtenay, Campbell River & Port Alberni 

Saanich:       Red Barn Market, Mattick’s Farm (yellow box outside)
                     Deep Cove Market (yellow box outside)
                     The Roost Farm Bakery (yellow box outside)
                     Brentwood-Mill Bay Ferry (yellow box outside)
Sidney:          Fairway Market (yellow box outside)
                     Green Party Campaign Office, 2355 James White Blvd (inside)
Victoria:       Victoria Public Library Atrium
Mill Bay:       Mill Bay PetroCan, Cobble Hill/Kilmalu Rds, (yellow box outside)
Cobble Hill   Country Grocer, Valley View Mall (yellow box outside)
Crofton:       Mikes Café (yellow box outside)
                     Russell Farm Market (yellow box outside)
Chemainus:   Haida Way Restaurant (rack outside)
                     49th Parallel Grocery (rack by exit door)
Ladysmith:   Coronation Mall (yellow box outside Bank of Montreal)
                     49th Parallel Grocery (yellow box outside)
Ferries:         Swartz Bay, Salt Spring Lanes (yellow box)
                     Brentwood/ Mill Bay, Moodyville General Store (yellow box outside)
                     Protection Island Ferry, Waiting Room
                     Gabriola Ferry Terminal in Nanaimo Harbour (yellow box)
                     Chemainus/Thetis Terminal (yellow box)
                     Queen of Nanaimo, Mayne Queen, & Queen of Cumberland 

BY THE WAY
If you receive or pick-up your newspaper at no cost, you can
send in an annual voluntary subscription (suggested $30). This

helps us in paying our costs for publishing the news.
OR, if you would like to receive an addressed copy at your
home, you can buy an addressed subscription for $57.75
To arrange, call 250-216-2267 or send a cheque to 

Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0

NEW

NEW

If it isn’t delivered to your Canada Post
mailbox, you can pick up your copy of

at the following locations:

www.islandtides.com

seafood there are local specialties like bullfrog
legs and road-kill venison (lots of rosemary).
The book is also packed with memories,
anecdotes and straightforward advice that
presents a sense of what it means to live on
Lasqueti. 

Contact Kathy Schultz at
morkats@gmail.com for more information or
to buy a book. The cookbook costs $25 plus
shipping and net proceeds go towards the
projects of the Lasqueti Last Resort Society
located at the Judith Fisher Centre. Go to
www.judithfishercentre.com to learn more. 

Dry Season Fire Restrictions
Dry season fire restrictions are now in effect,
and will last until October 16. Category-2 open
fires are prohibited within the Coastal Fire
Center on private lands, park lands and Crown
lands, with the exception of Haida Gwaii.

This particular prohibition includes the
burning of any material smaller than two
meters in height and three meters in width, the
use of fireworks, firecrackers, sky lanterns,
burning barrels or burning cages of any size or
description, and the burning of stubble or grass
over an area less than 2,000 square metres. 

Additional restrictions are in place within
certain municipalities. Please check regulations
before lighting any fires. 

To see a map of the Coastal Fire Center, go
to http://bit.ly/1HIOlOb.

Gulf Islands Trail Network 
In the Legislature, MLA Gary Holman spoke
about the Gulf Islands Trail Network Project:
‘I’ve mentioned before in this House that
Saanich North and the Islands is one of the
most beautiful places in a province blessed with
beauty. I want to speak today about a project
that will better enable everyone in BC to enjoy
this special place—the Experience the Gulf
Islands and the Salish Sea trail network
projects.

‘Experience the Gulf Islands is a vision
based on the successful Experience the Fraser
trail system. In fact, now-Galiano Island

resident Ed Andrusiak has been the driving
force behind both initiatives. Experience the
Gulf Islands would reconnect the communities
of the southern Gulf Islands, revitalizing their
historical social and economic relationships
and build sustainable communities.

‘The goal is to develop a system of main
trails across each of the major southern Gulf
Islands, linked by water taxis. Experience the
Gulf Islands would link the islands to trails on
southern Vancouver Island, including the
Lochside and E&N trails of the capital region.
There will be a Salt Spring leg of this trail
network, linking Fulford Harbour to Vesuvius,
forming an Islands in the Salish Sea
destination loop of the Trans Canada Trail and
connecting the Cowichan Valley and Nanaimo
regional districts to the Capital Region.

‘To demonstrate the inter-island
component of this project, there will be an
event on June 18 called Tour des Iles, providing
an inter-island water shuttle for foot
passengers. Such a service would complement
existing BC ferries and in some cases shorten a
round trip from a day or more to a few minutes.
Small community buses, already a huge
success on Salt Spring Island, would link with
water taxis and provide islanders and visitors
with on-island transportation options.

‘I encourage all members to take the Tour
des Iles on June 18-21, and I hope government
sees the potential of the Experience the Gulf
Islands and related projects and supports them
accordingly.’ 

Quadra’s ‘Take Ten’
A new event, ‘Take Ten—Quadra Island’s
Festival of Short Plays’, launches this June.
Presented and produced by Theatre Quadra,
the festival takes place over three days and
showcases 15 ten-minute plays, which have a
collective cast and crew of over 50 people,
ranging from the age of six to sixty-five.

The event includes an ‘adult’ evening, a
dinner theatre, and a family-friendly afternoon
matinee. Call the Heriot Bay Inn,
250.285.3322, for tickets.0

ROUNDS THE ISLANDS from page 7

Despite its existence for several years, the entire text of
the Trans Pacific Partnership trade agreement has
never been released. The latest, 56-page version

(January 2015) of Chapter II on Investor–State Dispute
Settlement is available, courtesy of Wikileaks.

A Wikileaks text of Trans Pacific Partnership Chapter II
starts with a warning (not from Wikileaks) that it must not be
generally released for four years after it comes into force. It has
been suggested that its terms are so inimical to democratic
government that its publication would incite public opposition
to the entire TPP agreement, and thereby impede its adoption
in the democracies involved.

The TPP agreement is currently being negotiated by twelve
nations: US, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Malaysia,
Singapore, Japan, Mexico, Peru, Vietnam, Brunei, and Chile. 

In the US, President Obama is currently seeking
congressional approval for so-called ‘fast track’ authority, in
which congress may approve or reject the treaty, but may not
amend it. The Canadian government has released no
information and has not sought the approval of Parliament.

Negotiations continue; this may not be the final version of
Chapter II, however, here is a summary of some highlights. 

Threat of Claims Interferes With
Legislation?

Similar in principle to NAFTA’s Chapter 11 but significantly
more complicated, TPP’s Chapter II sets out a means by which
foreign corporations may exact financial recompense from
national governments for claimed losses that result from policy
or legislative actions taken by national or subsidiary
governments. Claims against states would be arbitrated
according to provisions of the TPP agreement, thus privileging
foreign corporations over democratic government. 

Current opposition to this, from Australia and Brazil,
suggests that a government could be so intimidated by the
threat of claims under the TPP that it would be discouraged
from introducing environmental, public health, or other
regulatory legislation. In those countries, foreign companies
must abide by domestic law and depend on domestic courts.

Outrageous Claims Limited
Losses may be claimed for entire enterprises, equity
investments, loans, derivatives, contracts, intellectual property
rights, licenses, and tangible or intangible property rights. 

In the past, similar investor-state agreements have seen
arbitration of outrageous claims for estimated lost future profits
because of legislation or failure of the host country to protect
the claimant’s enterprises from bankruptcy. However, a recently
proposed clause in this January version of TPP Chapter II
would appear to limit claims to actual costs incurred.

The proposed paragraph reads, ‘For greater certainty, for
claims alleging the breach of an obligation under Section A with
respect to an attempt to make an investment, the only damages
that may be awarded are those that the claimant has proven
were sustained in the attempt to make the investment, provided
that the claimant also proves that the breach was the proximate
cause of those damages. If the tribunal determines such claims
to be frivolous, the tribunal may award to the respondent
reasonable costs and attorney’s fees.’

In contrast, a claim under the recent Canada-China FIPA
can be made for the ‘market value’ of an investment, which
could include the present value of expected future profits.
National Treatment, State Action &

Armed Conflict
The TPP’s Chapter II commits participating governments to
treat foreign corporations the same as domestic corporations
and not to favour any nation’s corporations over another’s. 

Chapter II also commits participating governments to
compensate foreign enterprises for expropriation or
nationalization, direct or indirect, or ‘equivalent measures’,
except for a ‘public purpose.’

In what looks like a new angle, the TPP commits
participating governments to compensate foreign enterprises
for losses resulting from ‘armed conflict or civil strife.’

No Performance Requirements
In addition, a participating government must not impose any
performance requirements on a foreign enterprise as a
condition of operating in its territory. These might include
export restrictions or targets, domestic content percentages,
local preferences, technology transfers or inclusion, or contract
or licence requirements. (There are exceptions with respect to
licenced, patented, or copyrighted intellectual property, and
certain environmental and conservation measures.) 

Other Measures
A government must not require that senior executives be of a
certain nationality, but may require that a majority of a board

of directors be citizens or residents.
Governments are entitled to adopt measures to achieve

environmental, health, ‘or other regulatory objectives’.
Enterprises are encouraged to adopt the principles of corporate
social responsibility as endorsed by government.

Dispute Settlement Arbitration
The claimant (usually a foreign corporation) and the respondent
(usually a national government) in any dispute must first of all
seek a solution through consultation and negotiation, for at least
six months. Failing that, the claim may be submitted to an
arbitration tribunal on 90 days’ notice, specifying the arbitration
rules (of several alternatives) to be used, and a nominated
arbitrator. The respondent similarly nominates an arbitrator, and
a third arbitrator is appointed by agreement. (Arbitrators are
usually drawn from a small pool of international trade lawyers,
serving as both advocates and judges in successive disputes.)

The arbitrators arbitrate; they may consider objections, and
comments from other sources, much as a court would.
Documentation of the proceedings will be made public as it is
available. Hearings are to be open to the public, except for in
camera discussions where ‘protected’ information is involved. 

The arbitrators arrive at a decision and set an award. The
decision will be transmitted to the claimant and the respondent,
who may comment before it is publicly issued. There is, at the
moment, no appeal procedure. 

The arbitration award may include restitution of property,
monetary damages, and costs of the arbitration, but may not
include punitive damages.

In TPP Chapter II, compared to previous trade agreements,
transparency is improved. The arbitration lawyers remain; the
accusations of state bias will continue.

In countries under a rigid party system, fighting costly
arbitrations may have political implication for governments and
deepen the chill on domestic protective legislation. 

Investor-state dispute settlements still enable corporations,
domestic or foreign, to elude laws and courts of sovereign nations. 
This article is a brief summary; for more see:
wikileaks.org/tpp-investment/WikiLeaks-TPP-Investment-
Chapter.pdf.More on the TPP in upcoming editions.0

Looking at the TPP’s leaked investor-state dispute provisions - Special Report by Parick Brown

Your $30 annual voluntary subscription makes a big
difference. Have you sent yours in? Thank you! 

Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides
pay for publishing it! Mail or phone in your $30

annual subscription today: 250-216-2267. Thank You!
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Questions To Ask Your Federal Candidates 2015
1. Port Metro Vancouver
Do you support the expansion of Vancouver as a heavy
industrial port, or should port Metro Vancouver be more
selective in what type of traffic it develops, or should it be
developing more traffic at all? 

What should be the role of the federal government agency,
Port Metro Vancouver?
2. Shipping
Specifically, what would your policy be concerning bitumen
tankers, LNG tankers, coal shipments, container ships, and
cruise ships?
3. Coast Guard
Do you support an expanded role for the Coast Guard? Or do
you believe that coastal protection should be a provincial
function, or should it be privatized, or do you believe that the
present level of the Coast Guard is appropriate?

What should be the Coast Guard’s mandate: search &
rescue; environmental law enforcement; border control,
including protection of Canada’s economic zone; ship
inspection; fisheries law enforcement; oil spill management,
emergency response, and  cleanup; aids to navigation; and/or
marine traffic control and communications?

If the Coast Guard doesn’t do these things, who should?
Should they be done?
4. Oil Tanker Moratorium
Do you think that the coastal ‘moratorium’ on oil tankers
inside Vancouver Island is actually in effect? Is it being
enforced?

Are you aware of regular tug/barge shipments of petroleum
products from Westridge to southern Alaska communities,
through inner coastal waters, under special permits issued by
the federal government?
3. Canadian Democracy
Would you make any changes in the structure or workings of
federal democracy?

Would you make changes in Parliament: in the
requirements for the nomination of candidates for MP
election; in election finance; in the role of the prime minister
or the Prime Minister’s Office; in the number of sitting days;
and/or in the number of opposition days; and/or in elections
and electoral law?

What is your position on whipped or free votes for MPs in

the House of Commons?
4. Democratic Reform
Do you favour the adoption of proportional voting for the next
federal election?

What is your position on Bill C-586, the Reform Bill
introduced by Michael Chong and presently being considered
by the Senate?
5. The Senate
Would you make changes in the Senate? If so, what changes?
6. Climate Change
What policies should Canada adopt with respect to climate
change: greenhouse gas targets, specific sectoral measures,
working with provincial policies? 

How would the economy be affected?
Do you favour a cap&trade system?
Should Canada sign on to international agreements on

GHG emissions?
Should there be an international price on carbon?

7. Economic Policy
What is your vision for Canada’s economic policy: longterm
and short term?

Should there be an emphasis on extractive industries
(particularly oil & gas), or on manufacturing, or on an
education and services economy, or on tourism or ???

Should the emphasis be: on exports or on Canadian self-
sufficiency; encouragement of foreign investment in Canada;
on government actively involved in leading and managing the
economy; or on minimal government; or on government
austerity; or on physical and systems infrastructure services
and social services to Canadians?

Should taxes be raised, lowered, or are they about right at
the moment?

What taxes do you prefer: income taxes: on most
Canadians, on the rich, on corporations; and/or carbon taxes.

How might you treat SME’s (small and medium-size
enterprises) differently than large corporations?

Would you favour active programs to encourage
entrepreneurship? Venture capital? Flow-through shares?
8. International Affairs
What is your long term vision for Canada’s international role?

What should be Canada’s relationship to major powers—
US, China, European Union, Russia, UK?

What should be Canada’s relationship to United Nations
and UN agencies (particularly social, human rights,
humanitarian)?

What stance should Canada take in international trade
agreements, particularly multilateral (Trans Pacific
Partnership, European trade agreement), FIPA with China
and similar ‘Free Trade and Investment Agreements’?

What should be Canada’s participation in warfare, with
particular reference to the Middle East?

What should be Canada’s role in international co-operation
in the Arctic?
9. National Security
Do you think national security is a major concern in Canada?
If so, what are the major threats that deserve attention, and
what do they threaten?

What do you think should be the role of: the RCMP, CSIS,
the courts, the federal justice department, the armed forces
(army, navy, air force)?

Do you think present security laws are adequate?
Do you support Bill C-51? Why or why not?

10. Corruption
Do you feel that corruption is widespread in the federal
government? 

If so, at what level: prime minister, cabinet, MPs, senior
civil service, bureaucracy, and/or governments dealing with
public? 

If so, favouring whom: individuals or corporations? 
If so, what type: payoffs, preferential treatment, failure to

enforce laws, and /or cronyism and appointment of friends of
the governing party to well paid government positions?

Do you think the various ‘watchdog’ functions in
government are effective? Why, or why not?
11. Health Care
What should be the role of the national government on health
care: financing, standard setting, policy leadership, research
support, and/or professional training?
12 Higher Education
Do you think that the present method of organizing and
financing higher education: serves students well, meets
national economic and social objectives, and/or measures up
to international competition?

Similar to our coverage in the last provincial election, Island Tides will be asking all federal election candidates a
number of these questions. We will do our best to seek out all candidates and all those that wish to join in will have
the opportunity to give a short answer to a different topic each edition. 
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101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND

Change is sweeping the nation - David Suzuki
Recent events in Canada have shown not only that change is
possible, but that people won’t stand for having corporate
interests put before their own.

When plummeting oil prices late last year threw Alberta into
financial crisis, people rightly asked, ‘Where’s the money?’ They
could see that an oil producer like Norway was able to weather
the price drop thanks to forward planning, higher costs to
industry to exploit resources, and an oil fund worth close to $1
trillion. Leading up to the election, the government that ran
Alberta for 44-years refused to consider raising industry taxes
or reviewing royalty rates, instead offering a budget with new
taxes, fees and levies for citizens, along with service cuts.

The people of Alberta then did what was thought impossible:
they gave the NDP a strong majority. Almost half the NDP
members elected were women, giving Alberta the highest
percentage of women ever in a Canadian provincial or federal
government.

On the other side of the country, voters in Prince Edward
Island followed BC provincially and Canada federally and
elected their first Green Party member, as well as Canada’s
second openly gay premier. Remember, homosexuality was
illegal in Canada until 1969.

In my home province, after a long struggle by elders and

families of the Tahltan Klabona Keepers, the BC government
bought 61 coal licences from Fortune Minerals and Posco
Canada in the Klappan and Sacred Headwaters, putting a halt
to controversial development in an ecologically and culturally
significant area that is home to the Tahltan people and forms
the headwaters of the Skeena, Stikine, and Nass rivers. The
Tahltan and the Province have agreed to work on a long-term
management plan for the area.

On the same night as Alberta’s election, people of the Lax
Kw’alaams band of the Tsimshian First Nation met to consider
an offer by Malaysian state-owned energy company Petronas
of $1 billion over 40 years to build a liquefied natural gas export
terminal on Lelu Island near Prince Rupert, at the other end of
the Skeena River, an estuary that provides crucial habitat for
salmon and other life. The 181 people attending unanimously
opposed the offer. Two subsequent votes also rejected the
proposal.

The message is clear: integrity, the environment and human
health are more important than money. 

Gerald Amos, a Haisla First Nation member and community
relations director for the Headwaters Initiative, said the federal
Prince Rupert Port Authority’s decision to locate the facility on

Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides
pay for publishing it! Mail or phone in your $30

subscription today: 250-216-2267. Don’t delay—be
part of the Island Tides team. Thank You!

<

Ten Years of Tree Frog Radio
Our Denman Island radio station is celebrating its 10-year
Anniversary on Solstice Eve—the shortest night of the year. The
event, at The Fruit and Nut Farm, aims to raise ‘frog funds’ to
support the station. In exchange for donations there will be
music, dancing, spicy popcorn, and cob-oven pizza. Tree Frog
T-shirts will be on sale to support the cause.

Longtime Festival
In July, we have a great group of Canadian authors coming to
this year’s Denman Readers and Writers Festival to explore
prose and poetry with locals and visitors. As everything happens
in ‘Downtown Denman’, this is can be a car-free festival, so a
relaxed and congenial atmosphere mixes in with all the creative
and thoughtful interaction in the workshops.

The Writer-in-Residence Programme, geared to aspiring
writers who wish to share their work and receive professional
advice, is led this year by Steven Price, UVIC writing teacher,

novelist and poet.
Aislin Hunter, novelist from Vancouver; Michael Crumney,

Governor General Award finalist for Sweetland; Fred Stenson,
author of historical fiction and nonfiction; Silling Zhang, a ‘slam
poet’; and Eliza Robertson round out the fiction writers this
year. Nonfiction features: Luanne Armstrong, Bob Bossin and
Donald Gutstein. 

Information at www.denmanislandwritersfestival.com and
look for ads in ‘What’s On?’

More Media Learning
Next, at the end of July, Denman hosts the first annual women’s
media camp, thanks to the Denman Island Community
Education Society, Denman Works, Walking with our Sisters,
Quaternity, the Comox Valley Regional District, local
photographers, and many volunteers.

Frieda Werden and Suzette Cullen will be hosting a number
of internationally known women working with participants to

develop publicity and generate media exposure for the ‘Walking
with our Sisters’ commemorative exhibit honouring missing
and murdered aboriginal women and girls.

Werden is a Denman resident and international women’s
radio series producer. Other presenters are: Maxine Matipli,
elder and teacher; Gunargie O’Sullivan, a national leader in
aboriginal media; Lisa Hayes, video media trainer; Bianca
Miglioretto, a specialist in community media in developing
countries; and Maegan Thomas, a producer at the campus radio
stations of UBC and Simon Fraser University.

For details: www.facebook.com/womensmediacamp or
email Frieda at friedawerden@gmail.com. 0

Busy Media Summer Season on Denman - Perri Gorrara

CHANGE, please turn to page 10
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Over 40 students at Victoria’s Cedar Hill Middle
School got their hands dirty in a two-day event
to take out invasive plants through an outdoor,
hands-on learning restoration project. In the
process, the kids learned about how these
species are threatening the endangered Garry
Oak ecosystem just behind their school.

The project is a collaborative effort with
Habitat Acquisition Trust, Saanich
Municipality, and the Directorate of Agencies
for School Health. Students in the Grade 6
class engage in outdoor, hands-on learning to
help restore a parcel of land belonging to
School District 61 and the District of Saanich. 

With the help of the students, staff and
volunteers, English ivy, Scotch broom, and
Himalayan blackberry was removed to help
protect native flora and fauna at this site.
Eventually, native shrubs, flowers, and grasses
will be planted in their place to provide habitat
for important pollinating birds, bees, and

butterflies. 
Through a series of indoor and outdoor

lessons, students are learning about different
plants and animals within the oak habitat as
well as the relationships among them.
Dominic Butcher, a teacher leading this
restoration event, says ‘this project will take
place over a number of years with the goal of
restoring the ecosystem while also
empowering the students to show great
stewardship of their school environment and
advocating for the land to be turned into a
municipal park.’

Habitat Acquisition Trust is supporting this
event through their free outdoor learning
program, Green Spots. The program is funded
by the Natural Sciences and Engineering
Research Council of Canada and by the
Province of BC through a Community Gaming
Grant. 0

The International Monetary Fund estimates
that the hidden costs of fossil fuel consumption
are about 6.5% of global Gross Domestic
Product. Much of this is due to the
environmental and health costs of burning
coal. In 2015, it is estimated at $5.7 trillion.

The IMF calls this a ‘drag on economic
growth’ and would like it to be devoted to more
productive investment. For comparison, the
equivalent cost for renewables is $77 billion.

These costs are not included in the retail
price of energy. They are also not considered
by investors in coal, oil, and gas, whose money
may be spent on development of assets which
may become ‘stranded’ if the world target of
limiting temperature rise to 2ºC (over pre-
industrial levels) is achieved.

The G20 nations have asked the Basel
based Financial Stability Board to inquire into

the financial fall-out from reduction in asset
values as climate rules become more
restrictive. 

The International Energy Agency says that
two-thirds of all booked energy reserves
become worthless if there were to be a binding
global agreement to limit CO2 levels to 450
particles per million by the year 2100. A
University College London report says that
under such a scenario, there would never be
any development of the Arctic and that 75% of
Canadian oil, mostly tar sands, would never be
burned. Such a deal is on the table at this
coming December’s Paris climate change
meeting.

Todd Stern, the US chief negotiator, says an
agreement last year between the US and China
has cleared away the biggest obstacle to
agreement. 0

In early May, VanCity Credit Union published
a report that found that Metro Vancouver
housing costs increased 63% between 2001
and 2014, while salaries only rose 36.2%. The
median price of a home in Vancouver is
already more than 11 times the median income
of Vancouver residents. There has been rising
concerns about this issue and the BC Green
Party is calling for immediate action to solve
what they call the Vancouver ‘housing crisis’. 

‘The housing crisis affects more than those
who are struggling to find an affordable rental
or to buy their first home,’ said Pete Fry, the
BC Green Party candidate in the upcoming
provincial by-election in Vancouver-Mount
Pleasant. ‘It also affects those who already own
property in Vancouver and are seeing their

communities hollowed-out. 
‘It affects those who watch their children

and extended families leave our city because
they can’t afford to live here. We’re now seeing
how the crisis in affordable housing is
cascading into a labour crisis that threatens our
economy and viability of local small business.’

Last year the BC Chamber of Commerce
called for the government to increase the
property transfer tax rate on foreign buyers.
More recently, the Mayor of Vancouver,
Gregor Robertson, proposed a new real estate
tax on speculators, and in late May Vancouver
saw hundreds of people gather for a
‘DontHave1Million’ rally to call for action on
housing affordability. 0

Affordable housing needed in Vancouver

Lelu Island also demonstrated a failure to
properly consult with First Nations. ‘By the
time they get around to consulting with us, the
boat’s already built and they just want to know
what colour to paint it,’ he said.

On a broader scale, change is occurring
around the serious threat of climate change.
Even well-known deniers, including US oil
billionaire Charles Koch, now admit climate
change is real and caused in part by CO2
emissions. But they argue it isn’t and won’t be
dangerous, so we shouldn’t worry.

Most people are smart enough to see
through their constantly changing, anti-
science, pro-fossil-fuel propaganda, and are
demanding government and industry action.

We’re also seeing significant changes in the
corporate sector. The movement to divest from
fossil fuels is growing quickly, and businesses
are increasingly integrating positive
environmental performance into their
operations. Funds that have divested from
fossil fuels have outperformed those that
haven’t, a trend expected to continue.

We can’t expect miracles from Alberta’s new
government, which has its work cut out. After
all, it would be difficult to govern Alberta from
an anti-oil position, and the fossil fuel industry
is known for working to get its way. 

Although NDP leader Rachel Notley has
spoken against the Northern Gateway pipeline
proposal, she isn’t opposed to all pipeline and
oilsands development, and she’s called for
refinery construction in Alberta. 

But she has promised to phase out coal-
fired power, increase transit investment,
implement energy efficiency and renewable
energy strategies, and bring in stronger
environmental standards, monitoring and
enforcement.

I’ve often said that things are impossible
only until they aren’t anymore. The past few
weeks show how people have the power to
bring about change.
Written with contributions from David Suzuki
Foundation Senior Editor Ian Hanington. 0

CHANGE, from page 9

The Northern Secwepmc te Qelmucw
First Nations (NStQ) will apply their
new mining code to the Mount Polley

mine. The Tribal Council, based in Williams
Lake, comprises four of the Secwepmc
(Shuswap) bands: Tsq’escen’ (Canim Lake),
Stswecem’c/Xgat’tem (Canoe & Dog Creek),
Xat’sull (Soda & Deep Creek), and T’exelc
(Williams Lake aka Sugar Cane), a total of
some 2,000 members. 

Six months after the Mount Polley tailings
pond spill, the NStQ have finalized a 54-page
mining policy, and it will now form a key
element of the partnership between mining
proponents, the provincial government, and
the northern Shuswap.

‘The Secwepemc Nation has un-
surrendered and un-extinguished title and
rights throughout the Secwepemc traditional
territory known as Secwepemculecw,’ the

policy reads. ‘The Secwepemc Nation has the
inherent jurisdiction to provide stewardship of
Secwepemculecw and to ensure its
sustainability and viability for future
generations.’ The First Nations’ traditional
territory is over 5,300,000 hectares in central
BC, termed the NStQ ‘Statement of Intent
Area’.

The policy document goes on to read, ‘The
laws governing mining activities in British
Columbia are not adequate to protect the
environment and resources for future
generations.’ The policy is said to be based on
legislated best practices from around the
world. It makes reference to the Precautionary
Principle, full-cost accounting, shared
decisionmaking, environmental stewardship,
socio-cultural considerations, the polluter pays
principle, intergenerational equity, and
accountability. 0

Islands Trust comments on EAO public
participation
Peter Luckham, Chair of the Islands Trust, wrote to the provincial Environmental Assessment
Office in response to their request for comment on their public participation process. He
recommended:

• public comment periods should be at least 60 days, with at least 10 days advance notice;
• the EAO should hold townhall style meetings rather than the open house type; open house

meetings enable proponent representatives to dominate discussion;
• public information sessions should be early in the process, and in communities affected by

proposed facilities;
• better training for local government staff and elected officials;
• working group minutes should be taken by EAO staff and posted promptly; 
• EAO should formally advise local governments of environmental assessments and public

consultation opportunities;
• EAO should be open to hiring professionals to assist the public in evaluating proposals, and

charge the proponent for consulting costs; and
• EAO should ensure that projects within or near the Islands Trust area specifically

acknowledge the Islands Trust’s preserve and protect mandate. 0

summer eArtH educAtIon progrAms (seep) 2015
the gulf Islands centre for ecological learning is now accepting registrations for

its seep activities on salt spring, mayne,  pender, saturna and cortes Islands.
our programs integrate the knowledge and understanding of marine, forest and

freshwater ecosystems, food-growing and local First nations knowledge. We use
natural science, multi-sensory experiences, art, photography, theatre, story telling,
music and play as core learning methods.

salt spring Island
• seep camps: July 13-17, 20-24 & 27-31
michelle spencer (mspencer@sd64.bc.ca)

saturna Island  
• seep camp: August 10-14
Jessica Willows (jwillows@sd64.bc.ca)

mayne Island 
• seedlings program: July 20-24
3-5 year-olds, $140.00/week/child
Full
tina Farmilo (tinafarmilo@shaw.ca) 

• seep programs: 
Forest: July 27-31
marine: August 3-7 Full

Jessica Willows (jwillows@sd64.bc.ca)

pender Island  
• July 13-17 
• salish sea camp: August 3-7
Andrea mills (pender_gicel@hotmail.com)

cortes Island
• environmental leaders
Apprenticeship program: August 19-26
13-17 year-olds, $500/week/child 
(includes food and transportation)
Andrew mcphee (amcphee@sd64.bc.ca)

gulF IslAnds centre For ecologIcAl leArnIng
consult our website at www.gicel.ca or email: gicel@gicel.ca. 

unless otherwise noted programs are:
time: 10am to 4pm, monday through Friday
children ages 6 to 12  • Fees: $200/week/child 

limited financial assistance is available for all programs. 

Students restore nature in their backyard

IMF says fossil fuels’ hidden costs 6.5% of
world GDP- Patrick Brown

Secwepmc will apply mining laws to Mount
Polley
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Kids and grandkids have left and the last of the cars have
swirled out of the driveway—me and the dogs waving
as they honk goodbye. The hubbub and uproar has

suddenly evaporated. After a weekend of family packed into
every corner of the house, in the quiet I wonder where those
threads of my current life are. I could wash all the bedding, or
have a cup of tea on the porch, or do the bills and bookwork...

We were so busy—one grandchild couldn’t wait to get his
new-to-him keyboard from the Saturna Recycling’s garage sale
up and running and our granddaughter was already making
plans for her August month with me. 

We went down to the community hall to hear piano pieces,
saw a fawn on the way to East Point, an eagle forging up from
the tideline with a handsome fish, and a cormorant diving and
gobbling small fish regularly. Living in a rich landscape and
engaging community, you plan stuff for the family and between
what you conjure up and what just happens, visits are always
full to the brim.

Ecological Landscapes
The Saturna Island Marine Research and Education Society
hosted Cornelia Hahn Oberlander, renowned Canadian
landscape architect and famous in Canada and the United
States for designing landscaping for major civic projects. This
was not only a presentation of what she has done, but about
what she is doing! ‘Ecological Landscapes—preserving beauty
in our natural surroundings’ was attended by more than eighty
islanders who felt honoured to hear her speak.

Cornelia’s voice is an accent of the old world and the new,
her cadences deliberate, her words clear. It is not a garden, she
told us. It is a landscape. Her mother, a horticulturalist, told her
what underpins it all—risk, respect and research. Cornelia told
us how her profession is so exciting—with landscape
architecture you constantly collaborate and engage with related
professions. You create landscapes where people engage, rest
and are inspired by their native land.

Cornelia Hahn Oberlander is ninety-three-years-old—old
enough that her mother and sister escaped Nazi Germany and
that she was one of the first women to graduate as a landscape
architect from Harvard and has sixty years of experience
designing our unique Canadian urban landscapes. Young
enough that she works with enthusiasm, dedication, and
inspiration—right now, projects are still rolling out of her door.

Her slideshow was fascinating. I had no idea of the work and
research that went into designing the New York Timesbuilding

landscape in New York, or the VanDusen Garden building in
Vancouver, where many of her projects are. Page after page of
overlays of sun arcs, temperatures, water drainage and
catchment, soil depths—all so that each project is inspiring, long-
lasting and practical. She has worked on Simon Fraser University,
the Law Courts in Robson Square, the Vancouver Library Square,
UBC Museum of Anthropology, and on and on...

Cornelia has deep respect for the sustainability and well-
being of Canada’s unique landscape and culture. We are on a
threshold in this country regarding development, she told us.
We need landscape for our soul’s balance. Our land is a
resource, not a commodity. I have traveled the world, she says,
right here, we are blessed with such a diverse and exciting land.

I was touched and proud that in 1969, with friends, the
Oberlanders chose to buy a piece of land on Saturna Island. They
built a small cottage surrounded by an enhanced and intriguing
landscape that quickly blends away into the larger land.

I have so much gratitude for Cornelia Hahn Oberlander. Her
very being and skills have enhanced my life. In the winter of
2014, during the time Jon was being treated for leukemia at
Vancouver General Hospital, we took great pleasure in walking
in the grounds of the Museum of Anthropology. Cornelia had
created all the nuances of a small tidal cove—just like our coastal
home—which took us far away from medical demands. 

Last weekend, my youngest daughter and I went up the
stairs to the Vancouver Law Courts building and there in the
midst of central Vancouver it was quiet and green, an inviting
landscape contrasting the busy downtown core. Sometimes you
get to see greatness in human beings—a human being who lives
a dynamic and giving life, without ego, for all of us. It is easy to
be grateful and appreciative of this woman and her life.

Farmstand Open House
Amanda and Andrew Money held an open house on May 24 for
their farmstand. Andrew sold hot dogs and smokies in the
orchard made from beef raised right where they were BBQing
the meat. Spread out on the table was a selection of hotdog
anointments, relishes and spreads made from last year’s harvest. 

Amanda answered questions and directed the curious public
as to what kinds of chicken, duck, pig, and lamb there were.
They have two big greenhouses; an upland pasture for pigs,
geese and ducks; special brooder houses; a chick-raising area;
and lots of kinds of heritage chickens. 

They are continuing to learn how to raise animals and
vegetables and how to market the produce of their labours.

Andrew is experienced in putting in septic fields and has applied
innovative plumbing to water everybody in their pens and to
make the greenhouse irrigation easy. Amanda has an artistic
bent—the signs and flyers are fun to read and pleasing to see. 

They are selling beef, pork, chicken, eggs, vegetables, apples
and many other items right at the farm gate. Saturna General
Store carries their produce, duck eggs and meats, as does Farm
Gate Store on Mayne Island. Besides raising their young son, they
both work—farms are notorious, like boats, for being a way of life. 

My grandkids had a wonderful time watching all the animals
and eating. I was pleased to see the energy and vitality that will
allow these two to prosper and nourish us well by practicing
agriculture—a venture dear to my heart.

Saturna Singers Choir
We have 350 people in the community full time and 30 of them
are part of the Saturna Singers Choir. It isn’t surprising that 122
people came for their annual fundraising concert last weekend. 

The choir, under choirmaster Sharon Schermbrucker, has
grown and grown in capability and assuredness. Nancy
Angermeyer accompanies on cello, various instruments make
appearances for different songs, and piano accompanist, Chris
McPherson, is from Vancouver. Islanders are serious about their
choir and love singing together. Sectionals—bass, soprano, alto—
practice independently and people get recordings of their parts.

What a boon it is to have retired teachers in the community.
Most of them are dynamic people who love their chosen areas
and remain eager to share their talents and to teach in their
home communities. It is a joy to watch Sharon teach and a joy
to see the pleasure that all these islanders take in being part of
the choir that they have created. The extra bonus to the
community is the end-of-year concert! 0

Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank

The BCLiberals are in power now because they presented
an economic vision based on the exploitation and export
of natural gas to Asia. The scheme was based on inflated

estimates of the gas reserves available, the selling price of the gas,
and the royalties and taxes that would accrue to the government,
according to a report by well-known geological, and oil and gas
consultantDavid Hughes. Capital costs, water requirements, land
disturbance and, most significantly, greenhouse gas emissions
were egregiously underestimated. International competition and
market realities were ignored, says Cortes Islander Hughes.

A Fracked Gas ‘Ponzi Scheme’
Unlike conventional wells, ‘fracked’ gas requires continued
drilling to maintain constant production quantities, since the
production of each well declines by a total of 60-70% in its first
three years, and the gas fields themselves may further decline
15-23% annually. Thus the provincial government is in the
position of promoting an industry to sell a contracted (and
possibly increasing) volume of gas to Asia based on a
continually decreasing longterm supply. To maintain
production, it requires continuing fresh capital investment.

British Columbians have not been told this by the BCLiberals
or the NDP.

The Hughes Report
Two years later, Hughes has set out the figures, in a report
published by Canadian Centre for Policy Alternative’s BC office.
He says that the provincial government has inflated by a factor
of six the estimates of the natural gas in northeast BC that might
actually be available for export as LNG. He faults the National
Energy Board for failing to honour its mandate to consider
Canada’s domestic gas needs first, before approving any exports.

Hughes estimates the number of wells which would have to
be drilled to maintain gas production sufficient to supply the
government’s projected exports to 2040, even assuming that
adequate reserves were present. He estimates the amount of
water and sand which would be needed for the fracturing. He
estimates the amount of land which would be disturbed for
wellheads, roads, pipelines, and facilities; the environmental
impact on northeast BC. 

Some idea of the scale involved can be gained from his
estimate that the number of new wells needed from 2015 to
2040 is between double and triple the number of wells drilled
in BC between 1954 and 2015.

Approximately 20% of the marketable gas produced is
consumed in the LNG supply chain before delivery to the end
user, Hughes says. This includes natural gas processing,
pipeline transport, liquefaction, tanker and rail transport,
regasification, and powerplant operations. All of these, of
course, contribute to greenhouse gases.

As for royalties and corporate income taxes (which the

BCLiberals claimed would
amount to $100 billion) the
provincial government now
appears to have reached an
agreement with a leading LNG
proponent to defer payment of
royalties until their capital costs
are covered by profits. 

The government has, more
recently, agreed to cut the
royalty rate in half, without
obtaining any commitment
from any proponent. 

The federal government has
agreed to apply accelerated
capital cost allowances to
corporate income tax payable,
which produces a similar effect. 

Combined with recent reductions in the Asian market price
of natural gas, any significant profits are now extremely unlikely,
and neither royalties or income tax will result in any significant
government revenues.

Finally, Hughes puts to rest the government claim that the
substitution of BC’s natural gas for coal-burning electricity
generation in China would reduce the world’s greenhouse gas
emissions. In fact, says Hughes, emissions of CO2 from the
various stages in the transportation of gas to Asia, added to the
methane emissions from the wellhead and leakage, resulted in
no significant advantage to LNG use and, in some cases,there
was less GHG emission from burning Chinese coal. 0
See the report at www.policyalternatives.ca.

From Hughes’
Report:

‘By any measure, the LNG
exports planned by the BC
government are extremely
aggressive, and they are based
on tenuous assumptions of
available gas resources and
the ability of the industry to
ramp up and sustain
production at the levels
required. They also raise
serious questions for long-
term Canadian energy
security, as any supply
shortfalls once LNG terminals
are built and export volumes
committed would have to be
made up by imports.’

BC LNG: the actual story - Patrick Brown Doug Routley, MLA 
Nanaimo~North Cowichan 

 

Unit 112 50 Tenth Street 
Nanaimo BC  V9R 6L1 

T 250.716.5221 | F 250.716.5222 
  

Box 269 | #1 – 16 High Street 
Ladysmith BC  V9G 1A2 

T 250.245.9375 | F 250.245.8164 
 

Web: www.dougroutley.ca 
Email: douglas.routley.mla@leg.bc.ca 
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Photo: Karoline and Gary Cullen

Orcas from the J-Pod swim in Active Pass at dusk.
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MAYNE ISLAND
Closer 

than you 
think.

mayneislandchamber.ca www.vanislewater.com
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Years ago, when my friend Maude Barlow and I were
writing a book about the toxic contamination of the
Sydney Tar Ponds on Cape Breton Island, I had the

chance to interview friends with whom I had been working for
years. The tar ponds were the single largest toxic waste site in
Canada and the community had the highest cancer rates in
Canada. The local community was rich in its multi-cultural
diversity and so too was the citizens’ movement for clean-up—
made up of descendents of the original Acadian and Scottish
Cape Breton settlers and the new recruits drawn to work at the
mill in the early 1900s—Ukrainian, Caribbean, and Polish. And
I interviewed my friends from the Mi’kmaq First Nation who
had been removed from their summer fishing camp, the mouth
of a fertile creek and a productive fishing ground—a creek that
was to become the tar ponds. Moved inland to a swampy back-
water, the contaminated coking materials were used for
building materials. Those interviews led me to my first sense of
close encounters with the horrors of the residential school
system. 

Shirley Christmas was a well-known Mi’kmaq poet. She had
drummed at our ceremonies calling for the remediation of the
deep toxic ooze. We were friends before we sat down over a few
mugs of tea across her kitchen table. As with every interview, I
started with her childhood. 

We cried a lot that day. Shirley and her brother and sisters
were snatched from their parents and hauled down to the
mainland, outside of Halifax, to a house of horrors they simply
called ‘Shubie’—Shubenacadie Residential School. She was
beaten if she spoke Mi’kmaq. She was beaten if she spotted her
brother through the fence at the boys’ school and called out to
him. Two hours a day was spent in schooling; the rest was in
manual labour. Her little sister was only five-years-old. She
couldn’t help it and wet the bed. The nuns would punish her by
tying the soiled bed sheet around her head and making her wear
it as a turban. Simply for being her older sister, Shirley was
beaten. When Shirley tried to protect her little sister by changing
the sheets before the nuns could find them, she was shut up in
a dark closet. For days at a time, she was locked in a pitch black
closet without food. She suffered those torments all her life.

How she emerged as the soul of kindness that she was I’ll
never know. Certainly the searing pain informed her poetry. 

Stephen Harper did a brilliant job in the apology on the floor
of the House of Commons seven years ago. Since then a
beautiful stained glass window marking the historic apology has
been placed above the members’ door to the House of
Commons. It captures an almost photographic image in grey of
the poor children in rows, marked with colours and beadwork
and many icons of various First Nations cultures. 

An apology is no more than empty words without action. The
Truth and Reconciliation Commission is not action either. But
its findings and recommendations can lead us there. 

Last week, after five years, the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission reported. I was honoured to be there for the official
closing ceremony at Rideau Hall. No matter how much we think
we know about the forced removal of children from their
families and the cruel round of ‘schooling’ that awaited them,
the findings have the power to shock. At least six thousand
children died in those schools, never returning to their families.
No investigations demanded. No answers forthcoming.
Experiments in starvation. Routine deprivations. Sexual
deviancy and abuse. Even when the ‘system’ worked without
physical violence it constituted what Chief Justice Beverly
McLauchlin properly condemned as ‘cultural genocide.’ And
how do we count those who emerged without violence done.
Did any?

The TRC has tabled 94 recommendations touching on
nearly all aspects of Canadian life—education, child welfare,
youth programmes, media, justice, sports, museums, language,
health, business, and information provided to newcomers to
Canada. What it comes down to is a clear call to face the reality
of how deeply violent and devastating the residential school
system has been. The TRC also makes it clear that the current
situation for aboriginal children is also unacceptable. Social
workers are challenged to conduct better child welfare
evaluations and not be so quick to separate children from their
families. It calls on governments to close the gap between
aboriginal and non-aboriginal education.

The ‘truth’ part has been delivered through the TRC process.
The ‘reconciliation’ part will be harder. It will require of all of us
a willingness to start down a path to justice. It will require not
merely accepting a report and putting it on a shelf. We are
required to work to make amends—no matter how inadequate
our best efforts may be. We cannot undo the wrong, but we can
acknowledge the enormity of it. We can work together with First
Nations to bring Canada to true reconciliation, with a nation to
nation relationship built on respect. What the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission makes clear is that we cannot
pretend it didn’t happen. It was an attempt at cultural genocide.
Only through love and forgiveness can we all—aboriginal and
non-aboriginal—come to justice and reconciliation. 0

Reconciliation - Elizabeth May
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