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Drifting in for breakfast. This bakery afloat anchors at busy Montague Harbour every summer weekend, see
also story ‘Round The Islands,’ page 11.
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Too little, too late; US re-regulation of 
the money markets
In the wake of soaring oil prices the US has
been making moves toward re-regulating
the commodity futures markets, which it
has been de-regulating for the last 30 years. 

During the last weeks of May, margin
requirements on oil futures contracts have
been raised, a new US Farm Bill has been
passed which provides the government with
more oversight authority on futures trading,
and the US Commodity Futures Trading
Commission (CFTC) has taken on new life
and announced that it has been
investigating speculation since December.

Why is it that the rising price of oil has
create this change of heart? It’s because oil is
so central to modern life. Besides obvious
things like gasoline, fertilizers, and plastics,
oil has now become the world’s defacto
reserve currency. Indeed, gasoline price
increases in shipping, truck and air
transport are changing the way the world
trades. These oil price increases could lead
to a totally unplanned ‘restructuring’ of the
world economy.

So, if it turns out that prices of $140 per
barrel are the result of  runaway speculation
in oil, regulation might be of help in shoring
up the failing US dollar. (The dollar has lost
some 40% of its value against a ‘basket’ of
currencies since 2002. The ‘rise’ in the
loonie illustrates this quite well.)

But nobody is sure exactly what factors
are driving the price of oil and by how much.
Meanwhile, North American consumers
have shown that they believe gasoline prices
will stay north of $4 per US gallon by cutting
their purchases of new pickup trucks and
large SUV’s by 30%. General Motors has
suddenly announce the closing of four
assembly plants with resulting lay-offs.

How Significant Are
Speculators?

US oil industry executives, testifying before
congress, insist that the proper price of oil of

should be $35–$65 a barrel (bbl), and that
any price higher than that is due to
speculation and the constant increases in
prices forecast by the ‘experts’. As far a
speculation is concerned, they do agree that
‘hedging’ on oil price futures is a legitimate
business activity (BC Ferries does it on fuel
for the ferries). 

In contrast, the The US Commodity
Futures Trading Commission  (CFTC) has
insisted that speculation itself is not a cause
of high oil prices. How far the CFTC body
can be trusted is unclear. Created in 1974,
under President Gerald Ford to provide
transparency and oversight over the New
York Mercantile Exchange (NYMEX) and
other commodity trading floors and
computer platforms in the US, the CFTC has
instead de-regulated itself virtually out of
existence. Its most notable feat of loophole
creation was in 2001, when it ruled that it
did not have the authority to oversee
‘electronic trading’ and left US electricity
markets to ENRON. Gaming on the
California electricity supply followed (BC
Hydro took advantage of the resultant
increased prices).

The NYMEX exchange insists that
current speculative investment in crude oil
futures is about 35%–40% of the contracts
traded. The historical level, say ten years ago
(when oil was about $20/bbl) was about
20%. Back then, a contract of 1000bbl
would have been worth $20,000; now it’s
worth $130,000. The ‘open interest’
(contracts where buyer and seller have not
been matched) was then about 700,000
contracts (worth, say, $14 billion); now the
‘open interest’ is 3 million contracts, which
might be valued at $390 billion. 

And that’s just NYMEX and does not
count the ICE (say another 1/3 as much as
NYMEX) and all the other markets and
unregulated traders.

Gambier gets its
protected area
Gambier Island’s first protected area network is now
complete with the transfer of 107 hectares from the
Province of British Columbia to the Islands Trust Fund
through the provincial FreeCrown Grant program. British
Columbians’ Crown land grant to the reserve is worth over
$1.1 million.

The new Mount Artaban Nature Reserve, when
combined with neighbouring local, regional and provincial
parks, creates a continuous protected area of 525 hectares—
25% larger than Vancouver’s Stanley Park.

The protection of Mount Artaban is a success for the
entire Gambier Island community, population 313. To
satisfy the province’s conditions for the transfer, the Islands
Trust Fund partnered with the Gambier Island
Conservancy to fundraise over $40,000 to cover the costs of
the land survey and a management plan. 

‘We welcomed the opportunity to work closely with the
Islands Trust Fund to establish the new nature reserve,’ said
Peter Scholefield, President of the Gambier Island
Conservancy. ‘The Island-wide response to the joint
fundraising campaign was truly inspiring and there was a
total of over 80 contributions from many private
individuals, businesses, governments and community
groups.’

The Mount Artaban Nature Reserve protects old-growth
trees, a wetland, and several at-risk plant communities. The
water flowing from this pristine mountain provides clean
drinking water for the surrounding community and feeds
aquatic habitats below. Bald eagles are often seen in the
skies above the new reserve, and Steller’s jays, rufous
hummingbirds and blue grouse inhabit the forest.

The new reserve and adjoining protected areas offer an
exhilarating hiking experience, visible from the Sea-to-Sky
Highway. Island residents and visitors can enjoy trails that
extend from the Long Bay and Brigade Bay waterfronts to
Mount Artaban’s peak. The trail system also extends south
through Halkett Bay Provincial Marine Park.

‘The Gambier Island community has worked tirelessly to
preserve one of Howe Sound’s notable landmarks,’ said
Kim Benson, Islands Trust Council Chair and Gambier
Island trustee and resident. 

The Islands Trust Fund and the Gambier Island
Conservancy will work with the Gambier Island community
to develop a management plan for the property. This plan will
define short and long-term management goals for this new
nature reserve, including conditions for public access. ✐

Amendment bill
amended; advertising
restrictions remain
On the last day of the spring session of the
Legislature, BC’s Liberal government
used closure and its compliant majority
to pass a number of  bills with little or no
debate. Among them was Bill 42, the
Election Amendment Act. 

Objections had been raised by the
public to several sections of this statute,
particularly those requiring photo
identification for voters and limits on
advertising expenditures by third parties
in the period prior to an election.

In response, the Election Amendment
Act was itself amended on the last day of
the session, with no opportunity to debate
the amendments. 

The provisions for identification of
voters do not appear to have been
significantly changed; they still provide
for alternate identification for voters by
means of two documents which may not
necessarily include the voter’s
photograph, and also provide for
someone to personally vouch for the
voter.

MEAT REGS, please turn to page 8

BILL 42, please turn to page 2

RE-REGULATION, please turn to page 10

Very remote help
for meat producers
Meat producers in remote and isolated
communities are to receive additional
assistance in the transition to becoming
fully  licensed, announced the ministers
of Health and Agriculture, on June 6.

Class-C transitional licenses have
been available to meat producers
working toward becoming fully licensed,
with submission of a  construction plan.
The license allows meat producers to
continue  offering limited, direct sales
(such as farmgate sales) to consumers.
Meats produced under a Class-C license
are not inspected, cannot be resold or
used in any commercial operation such
as a restaurant, and must be labelled as
uninspected.

Government is now providing
additional support for small operators
applying for a Class-C license in isolated
and remote areas that do not  have access
to licensed slaughter facilities. New
applicants who meet  these criteria can
now qualify for a Class-C license
immediately, and will have until
December 31, 2009 to submit their
construction plan.

Since new regulation were announced
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AT FULFORD HARBOUR

JUNE
Day       Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m. Day       Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m.

11
WE

0631
1211
1615
2335

4.9
6.9
5.9
10.5

1.5
2.1
1.8
3.2

12
TH

0710
1421
1728
2356

3.9
7.9
7.2
10.2

1.2
2.4
2.2
3.1

13
FR

0744
1549
1847

3.3
8.9
8.2

1.0
2.7
2.5

14
SA

0015
0815
1644
2010

9.8
2.6
9.5
8.9

3.0
0.8
2.9
2.7

15
SU

0036
0846
1727
2132

9.8
2.0
10.2
9.2

3.0
0.6
3.1
2.8

16
MO

0102
0918
1806
2243

9.8
1.6
10.5
9.5

3.0
0.5
3.2
2.9

17
TU

0134
0951
1841
2336

9.8
1.3
10.8
9.5

3.0
0.4
3.3
2.9

18
WE

0209
1026
1915

9.8
1.3
10.8

3.0
0.4
3.3

19
TH

0019
0247
1101
1947

9.5
9.8
1.0
10.8

2.9
3.0
0.3
3.3

20
FR

0059
0324
1136
2016

9.5
9.5
1.3
10.8

2.9
2.9
0.4
3.3

21
SA

0141
0403
1212
2042

9.2
9.5
1.3
10.8

2.8
2.9
0.4
3.3

22
SU

0226
0446
1247
2107

8.9
9.2
1.6
10.8

2.7
2.8
0.5
3.3

23
MO

0313
0537
1323
2130

8.2
8.5
2.3
10.8

2.5
2.6
0.7
3.3

24
TU

0359
0646
1359
2153

7.5
7.9
3.3
10.8

2.3
2.4
1.0
3.3

25
WE

0441
0823
1439
2215

6.6
7.2
4.3
10.8

2.0
2.2
1.3
3.3

26
TH

0521
1030
1521
2236

5.6
6.9
5.6
10.8

1.7
2.1
1.7
3.3

JAKOBSEN
A S S O C I A T E S

Custom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,

and Vacation Homes

www.jakobsenassociates.comK eit h Ja ko b sen
6 0 4 . 2 6 1 . 5 6 1 9 jakobsenk@netrover.com

Peter Christenson  •  250-629-8386
www.shorelinedesign.ca
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ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

AT POINT ATKINSON

JUNE
Day       Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m. Day       Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m.

11
WE

0647
1232
1724

6.9
10.5
8.2

2.1
3.2
2.5

12
TH

0005
0732
1414
1835

14.4
5.6
11.2
9.8

4.4
1.7
3.4
3.0

13
FR

0036
0812
1534
1953

14.1
4.6
12.1
10.8

4.3
1.4
3.7
3.3

14
SA

0107
0850
1632
2104

13.5
3.9
13.1
11.5

4.1
1.2
4.0
3.5 

15
SU

0138
0926
1716
2203

13.1
3.3
13.8
11.8

4.0
1.0
4.2
3.6

16
MO

0211
1002
1754
2251

13.1
3.0
14.4
11.8

4.0
0.9
4.4
3.6

17
TU

0246
1037
1829
2332

13.1
2.6
14.8
11.8

4.0
0.8
4.5
3.6

18
WE

0323
1112
1903

13.1
2.3
14.8

4.0
0.7
4.5

19
TH

0010
0400
1147
1937

11.8
13.1
2.3
14.8

3.6
4.0
0.7
4.5

20
FR

0048
0439
1221
2009

11.8
12.8
2.3
14.8

3.6
3.9
0.7
4.5

21
SA

0129
0521
1255
2039

11.5
12.8
2.6
14.8

3.5
3.9
0.8
4.5

22
SU

0215
0607
1330
2108

11.2
12.5
3.0
14.8

3.4
3.8
0.9
4.5

23
MO

0305
0700
1407
2135

10.5
11.8
3.9
14.8

3.2
3.6
1.2
4.5

24
TU

0357
0805
1445
2204

9.8
11.2
4.9
14.8

3.
3.4
1.5
4.5

25
WE

0448
0924
1528
2234

8.5
10.5
6.2
14.8

2.6
3.2
1.9
4.5

26
TH

0538
1101
1618
2305

7.2
10.5
7.9
14.8

2.2
3.2
2.4
4.5

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

F
or two days and two nights, breakfast, lunch, and dinner
consisted of cold horsemeat sausage, smoked cheese, tea,
vodka, and stale bread, while outside the window, the

endless playing field of the steppe rolled by, hour by hour by
hour. We were crossing the heartland of Asia. The 1950’s style
train rattled along, swaying gently in keeping with the tea and
vodka-sipping passengers. 

There was no food service on the train, but a coal-fired
samovar across from the toilet provided unlimited hot water for
tea, and whenever the train did stop, it was met by a reception of
hawkers vending beer, bread, dried fish, and ice cream. 

Here we were, a couple of volunteers from Canada, invited to
try to assist the developing world develop; in this case,
Kazakhstan, the seventh largest country on earth. Our
destination and home for the next year-and-a-half, was the small
city of Kostanai—2,000 kilometres and a 42-hour train journey
across the Central Asian Steppe from the former capital of
Almaty where our plane had landed.

About once an hour, we passed by a tiny hamlet, a clutter of
concrete and cows. By late afternoon the grass outside was
looking progressively sparse, there were gaps in the sod, ten,
fifteen, twenty metres wide consisting of nothing more than dry
dust. The steppe melded into desert. Once, for a few seconds, I
saw a wild camel; a strange hummocky creature shaped like a
camel and coloured like the desert. I know it was real—it moved.
There were no villages or towns here, just occasional glimpses of
snow. In the last light of evening, we could see fine, blowing snow
all around; it whirled and ghosted past the windows of our
carriage as the train clickety-clicked through the night.

It was twenty below outside but with the compartment door
closed it was stuffy within. We took turns trooping off for
ablutions so we did not have to lock the door. I met the next-door
neighbour peering vainly into the blackness. Someone in shorts
and slippers filled a teapot at the samovar; the adjacent carpet
was wet from spilled tea. The toilet resembled one of those
cubicles in an aircraft except that this one was made by a
drunken blacksmith; I shall be kind and call it rugged.
Mercifully, there was a handle to hold on to while I peed. That
done, I pressed the pedal on the floor and, ‘Ohmygod,’ the inside
of the bowl dropped away and I could see the wheels of the
carriage immediately below. The entire contents of the bowl had
been used to lubricate the track. 

On the morning of the second day, a light-grey sky betokened
more snow, yet we were travelling over water. Sometimes water
was all I could see, reaching to the horizon with sparse leaves of
straw-coloured grass rippling in the wind. The steppe was
flooded, but because it was so flat the water was only six inches
deep. Occasionally, a lonely birch or willow flashed by. Sometime
later, islands of scrubby trees appeared and gradually the flooded
land gave way to gently rolling hills and stands of leafless trees.
Finally, at the station, we were met by a cluster of happy smiling
faces wrapped in fur; it had stopped snowing but remained about
twelve below. 

Ten minutes later, we rolled into a quadrangle created by four
concrete apartment blocks; it too was filled with dead-looking
trees, frozen ground, and dirty snow. We piled out of the Lada
taxi onto the snow, one of our group pointed to the centre of the
clearing where a naked man stood on the snow. He appeared to
be meditating. Then, as we watched in silent amazement, he
picked up a bucket and slowly poured cold water over himself. 

Still dripping, he turned quickly and strode jauntily over the
snow, bucket in hand. He grinned and thrust out the other hand;
‘Zdrastveetya!’ This was our landlord: welcome to Kazakhstan!

❈

A tall and remarkably elegant young woman holding a beer and
a cigarette, leaned against the door post near where we entered
the tiny apartment and accosted me with a seductive smile and
‘Hello’ as if to say, ‘and where have you been?’ We had never met
before, but evidently, news of our arrival had filtered through the
small group of Anglophones. A graduate of the School of Foreign
Languages at the local State University, Gulshat spoke
impeccable English and worked as a translator for an orphanage. 

Like many traditional cultures, orphaned children used to be
absorbed into the extended nomadic families; the Soviets

established state institutions to satisfy this social need—and they
are still here. Except that now their ranks are filled with children
of unemployed and impoverished families; yet another import
from the West, along with cell phones and porn. The dedicated
staff receive a state allotted salary of $100 a month; there is an
allowance for food and clothing so the children are well
nourished, but otherwise these institutions are broke. An
American church has assumed some of the fiscal responsibility
by sending money, clothing, and seasonal presents for the
children—and they sponsor adoptions for childless couples in
the US. Every two or three weeks, Gulshat meets another eager
couple at the airport and ushers them around for two weeks until
they have their child and the necessary documents. 

The next time we met , Gulshat was strolling in the park with
a couple from New Jersey ministering to a jolly two-year-old
named Dima; then again last night. ‘How did the court hearing
go?’ I asked, more out of politeness. ‘Oh fine, they were in and
out quite quickly. It’s really a rubber stamp procedure.’ ‘Do you
ever have any trouble with the Kazakh authorities then?’ ‘No,’
she replied, ‘Once, they kept a couple waiting overnight for
approval, but it’s fairly routine.’ However, it is still a traumatic
event, she went on to say, because the childless couple have
developed years of desire and this is their big moment. It is also
very trying for the orphanage staff, too, who may have nurtured
that child for quite a long time. The kids leave a supportive
environment and an uncertain future for one that in all
probability is loving and stimulating, with devoted parents of
above average income. ‘Just once,’ she added, as she blew smoke
at the darkening sky, ‘I turned a couple down myself.’ 

They had arrived late last summer, bibles in hand; they were
evangelical Christians looking for a quiet child. It had all been
pre-arranged by email. When they met their prospective five-
year-old daughter, she ran toward them with open arms. ‘She’s
very lively!’ came the response. Could they see some other
children, perhaps some quieter ones? Gulshat explained that it
was quite normal for an excited five year old to want to run and
even if they adopted a one-year-old, s/he would eventually grow
to be five also. They insisted on seeing other children, they were
a quiet couple, they iterated, who liked to read in the evening.
Mustering her twenty-two years of dignity, Gulshat turned to
face them, and with barely a trace of an accent said ‘You didn’t
come here to shop you know.’ 

The couple were escorted back to the airport.
In January, another couple with a higher energy quotient

took a greater delight in the little girl who liked to run, and she
does so now in California. 

❈

I first met Alexander at a self-help gathering of older
unemployed people; Alexander is sixty-four. We were discussing
various ways they might generate a little supplementary income
when Alexander let it be known that he had a large garden plot
(dacha) and supported himself on the proceeds of his produce
sales in the local bazaar. I too was a gardener so we soon became
good friends.  

We had been out working for a couple of hours one hot
Saturday afternoon, when Alexander’s wife, Nadia, decided it
was time for lunch. We washed in the rain barrel, and I was
ushered inside the tiny and rather decrepit cabin where two
stools and a bench served to support the three of us around an
old painted table. 

Nadia spread the repast: a loaf of white bread, freshly pulled
green onions, a can of sardines, and a plastic container filled with
cold fried eggs. A tiny jar of salt was a dusty and permanent
fixture on the table. Our plates were soon piled with an
assortment of each including a wedge of bread that must have
been three inches thick—sans butter. All that was missing was
the libation. 

Alexander waited for the perfect moment; this was theatre,
and he knew it. There we were, perched on the edge of our stools,
ready to dive bare handed into the trenchers, when, with a
flourish, he produced out of nowhere, a bottle of homemade
ambrosia. This was not the first time I had tasted one of
Alexander’s brews and I had feebly hoped that perhaps we would

WE MAKE BASEMENTS AND CRAWLSPACES 
DRY AND ENERGY EFFICIENT...ALL THE TIME! 

However, the proposed 120 day control period (added to the
election period of 28 days) for third party advertising has been
reduced to 60 days. The dollar limits for third parties remain at
$150,000 per election or $3,000 per riding.

The $2.2 million advertising limit for registered political
parties during this period has been reduced to $1.1 million.

Federally, the Supreme Court of Canada, in its 2004
judgments on the third party advertising issue, assumed that
there would be no restriction on advertising outside the election
period. While the latest amendments to BC’s Election
Amendment Act have reduced the length of the period during
which third party advertising spending is limited, it still exceeds
the 28 day election period. It remains to be seen whether there
will be a challenge to the amended Bill 42.  ✐

BILL 42 from page 1

PPaaggeess  FFrroomm  aa  KKaazzaakkhh  JJoouurrnnaall ~~  BBrriiaann  CCrruummbblleehhuullmmee

KAZAKH JOURNAL, please turn to page 10

www.islandmarine.ca
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VANCOUVER  
INT’L AIRPORT

NANAIMO
(Departure Bay)

More daily flights home from the Mainland

Our Islands. Our World.
S E A P L A N E SS E A P L A N E S

For scheduled flight info call 

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at 
seairseaplanes.com

• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at 

Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

The Perfect Escape
Interior pics soon.This is a superlative property.
Luxury ocean front home, 22ac, stunning 
architecture, 1800ft of oceanfrnt, pano.views,
adt’l cottage, subdivision possibilities, private 
beaches-the list is endless. The 3,880sqft 
home was arch.designed and built using the 
best of the best - a showcase of west coast 
style & relaxed gulf island living. The 22 acres 
are diverse with deer proof gardens, beaches,
tide pools, ponds, meadows, cedar forests,
outbuildings and hiking trails. It doesn’t get 
better than this. MLS 244878 $3,950,000

©

Serene
A serene property ideal for either year-round 
living or a tranquil retreat on unspoiled 
Saturna Island. Absolutely private, timber 
frame, 3 bedroom and den, 1600sqft+ home 
on 5.34 acres in the middle of the Gulf Islands 
National Park. Fir floors, french doors,
cathedral ceilings, exposed beams, skylights,
metal roof, enamel wood stove. Dream of a 
cottage escape and this is what comes to mind.
Zoning allows for a second cottage. MLS 
240173 $499,000

 Surround Yourself with Peace
This supreme ocean front home is a spectacular 
offering. It has 4 bedrooms, 5 baths, and is a 
rustic yet modern home spacious enough for 
large family gatherings while maintaining 
the warmth of a weekend hideaway. The 
interior with soaring windows and transoms,
hardwood floors, skylights, fireplaces and 
25’ vaulted ceilings exudes a welcoming and 
sophisticated atmosphere. In addition to 
breathtaking views, this home has a share in 
268 acres and a shared 300ft deep water dock.
MLS 238660 $1,349,000

Ocean Front Masterpiece
Breathtaking architectural masterpiece by 
internationally acclaimed Ladi Holovsky.
Enchanting 2.13 acre, 920’ oceanfront setting 
with two beaches and deep water dock. An 
idyllic contemporary residence presenting 
2,605 sq ft. 4 bedrms, 3 bathrms in open floor 
plan. Floor to ceiling glass captures natural 
light & panoramic vistas to south-west. Wood 
is used in a superb display of craftsmanship 
throughout. Spectacular decks & patios.
Spacious inner garden courtyard. Luxury 
appointments. MLS 247246 $2,199,000

477-1100

Sanctuary
An intimate ocean front residence perfect 
for either year-round living or as a tranquil 
retreat for seasonal use. Over 650 sqft of decks 
provide stunning panoramic ocean and island 
views. This West Coast styled home features 
3 bedrooms, 1 European style (two rooms) 
bathroom, soaring windows, vaulted ceilings,
tasteful use of cedar and plenty of living space.
The house faces southwest, is sundrenched,
has a share in 268 acres and a shared 300ft 
deep water dock. MLS 238626 $790,000

Gulf Island Properties

Visit www.ianheath.net
for more information 
on these and other 
stunning properties

NEW LISTIN
G

www.ianheath.net

Ideal Southern Ocean Front
This Cape Cod Style home is perched on the 
tip of a low bank rocky bluff with a stunning,
panoramic and southerly ocean orientation.
It radiates a summery light filled atmosphere 
that inspires creativity and renewal and would 
make a spacious family home or retreat. 5 
bedrooms and den, huge master, splendid 
sun decks, stunning views & 0.85ac to 
roam. Wildlife abounds; Orca are often seen 
feeding just off the beach! Easy maintenance 
leaves plenty of time to relax MLS 242264 
$849,000

NEW PRICE

BC Ferries’ new Coastal Class ships have
won a international award for taking the
double-ended ferry concept one step
higher, incorporating an economic diesel-
electric propulsion system capable of
achieving a 21-knot service speed. ‘We are
pleased to recognize the outstanding
technological design features of Coastal
Renaissance,’ said Klas Brogren, publisher,
ShipPax Information.  ‘BC Ferries and FSG
Shipyard have set a new standard for
passenger ferries with the innovation
displayed in the  design of the new Coastal
Class vessels.’ 

The ShipPax Award was launched in
1999 as a means to stimulate innovative
solutions in the marine industry. Over 56
new prototype ships built last year from
around the world were considered for  the
awards.

BC Ferries was presented with the
award at the recent 2008 Ferry Shipping
Conference, attended by over 400
international delegates. ‘We are extremely
honoured to receive this esteemed award
for the excellence in design, which
demonstrates our commitment to the
environment,’ said Captain Trafford Taylor,
BC Ferries’ Executive Vice President of
New Construction.  ‘Coastal Renaissance is
fitted with numerous systems to make it
one of the most environmentally friendly
vessels in our fleet.’ 

Feature of Coastal Renaissance: 
• Hot water generators are fitted with a

waste heat recovery system that uses heat
from the main engine cooling system to
maintain the hot water demand of the ship.  

• Hi-Fog fire response system uses water
instead of chemicals; safer for the crew and
passengers, as well as the environment.  

• The main engine employs highly
efficient Flex Cam technology that allows
for reduction of smoke. 

• The vessel is equipped with Transport
Canada and IMO approved sewage
treatment plants.  

• Wet waste is sent ashore for
composing, dry garbage is compacted
onboard and recycling is collected and sent
ashore for processing.  

• Water from rain-soaked or snow-laden
vehicles, which may contain oil residue, is
collected on the cardecks and specially
processed to reduce any environmental
impact. 

• The vessel meets ‘COMF+’ designation
of the American Bureau of Shipping (ABS),
which means that the ship meets detailed
standards of comfort, based on physical
structure as well as noise and vibration
levels. ABS comfort class designation was
achieved by: resilient mounts used for main
engines and alternators, enclosing all
passenger spaces with insulation, using
computers to control the air flow in
passenger spaces, and installing propellers
with skewed blades for less vibration.

• The vessel is designed to exceed the
environmental standards of the
International Maritime Organization and
US Environmental Protection Agency. 

• The ships’ four MaK engines are fuel
efficient and have a fuel consumption rate
of 178 gm/kW per hour.  ✐

New ship wins award
Waste treatment plan gets praise
Georgia Strait Alliance and the T Buck Suzuki
Environmental Foundation, long-time
supporters of advanced sewage treatment for
both Victoria and Vancouver, are applauding
the province’s support for the full-cycle
approach to managing liquid and solid waste
proposed in a recently released provincial
report, ‘Resources from Waste’.

‘By focusing on what we can get out of our
waste rather than just meeting disposal
regulations, our ecosystem, our community
and our pocket book will benefit,’ said Jim
McIsaac for the T Buck Suzuki Environmental
Foundation. ‘This reports shows that by
closing the loop and treating waste as
something that gives back to a community, we
can effectively minimize pollution, work to
meet our greenhouse gas reductions goals and
generate income at the same time.’

The ‘Resources from Waste’ report was
commissioned by the Ministry of Community
Services last fall, and puts forward
environmental, economic, policy and
engineering  information outlining the
opportunities that come from managing liquid
and organic solid waste so as to recover
resources, such as heat, water and biofuels.
Communities across the province can treat
their waste as a resource, not as a disposal
problem.

The report uses the Capital Regional
District of Victoria, currently building its
sewage treatment plan, as a case study.  For
Victoria, the authors estimate that 32 small

resource recovery plants distributed
throughout the region, instead of costing
millions to operate, would generate $100’s of
millions per year. This conclusion is in line
with the CRD’s own triple bottom line analysis
which pointed to higher benefit from more
plants. 

Incorporated the province’s full-cycle goals
into the CRD’s business case, currently under
development, will allow the CRD community
to decide on the right balance between the 4
proposed plants and the 32 plants
contemplated in the report, say the two NGOs.

‘The report lays out an incredible
opportunity for Victoria to develop a plan that
goes beyond anything we’ve seen before,’ said
Christianne Wilhelmson, Clean Air and Water
Program Coordinator, Georgia Strait Alliance,
‘Greenhouse gas reduction and income
potential from sewage are real. We need to
optimize these financial and environmental
benefits and make Victoria and BC a leader in
pollution prevention and energy recovery.’

The groups are also encouraging the
province to promote resource recovery as the
preferred means of managing municipal liquid
and organic solid waste across BC.  This would
include communities putting resource
recovery targets into their management plans
and linking infrastructure funding to these

targets. ✐



Expanding Health Care on Gabriola
Dear Editor:
A typical Gabriola retiree will arrive, examine the housing
available, and spend a year decompressing. Gardening is high on
the agenda—until the reality of the deer and the necessity of
fencing becomes paramount. I call this process Gabriola
Calming. 

Eventually newcomers peer over the fence and join some sort
of volunteer group. As a result an amazingly talented group of
permanent-resident volunteers exist on Gabriola. The common
thread is a respect for each other’s talents, and an agreement to
cooperate to achieve some worthwhile result.  

The ‘small town’ nature of Gabriola can allow unique
opportunities for a bottom-up model of cooperation. An example
is the independent primary health care facility run by the
Gabriola Health Care Society, forming a framework to which to
other health care operations can be attached. An opportunity
exists to provide a vastly better health care system. The objective
could be to increase communication, and to allow
communication to focus on health improvement rather than
health treatment. We can move toward prevention rather than
fixing a problem after it has occurred. 

Our emergency care system has a clear path. First the 911 call
brings the first responders, members of the volunteer fire
department. They are followed by the BC Ambulance attendants.
Depending on the time and the severity, the call-out doctor and
the Gabriola Health Care Clinic are used.  Next, perhaps, ferry or
emergency boat transportation to Nanaimo. Nanaimo
paramedics are followed by the Nanaimo Hospital Emergency,
and so on into the big, expensive health care system. further on,
returning dischargees will likely need home care.

Clearly an operating room response will require this ‘big
system’. But a high percentage of patients do not need this and,
we suspect, a percentage of the patients that need emergency
services could be helped by counselling and access to an array of
health improvement services available on Gabriola. Results for
such services to date have been extremely encouraging, with
anecdotal evidence of many lives saved, and at least eight trips
per week diverted from the ‘big system’. 

Health care must also be viewed with the understanding that
there are also a significant number of mental health problems on
the Island. And frequently, retired couples have one spouse
taking on a caregiver role as difficulties emerge with advancing
age; sometimes children or other relatives also become
caregivers. 

Isolated, there is no other choice other than the ‘big system’.
But the Gabriola community consists of an intertwined group of
friends and acquaintances, all willing to assist one another. This
support should not be underestimated as a vital underpinning
for people with mental and other health-related problems. The
Gabriola community has many health-promoting activities from
walking trails in the forest to yoga clinics. Here people can live
full and energetic lives in their own homes.

We are a community that needs to create a better system with
the Gabriola Health Care Society as the nucleus. 

Randy Young, Gabriola 

Climate Action Dividend
Dear Editor,
Sometime this month every British Columbian will receive a
Climate Action Dividend. Ideas abound for how to spend this
$100 rebate, so I’d like to add a few.

Alberta Tar Sands oils extraction is bad news every way you

look at it: a blight on the land, creating an epidemic of cancers
and other illness for First Nations living nearby, and allowing
North Americans to feed their addiction to oil at a time when that
addiction is threatening the very existence of most life on the
planet.

Not only that, but the BC government, in its infinite wisdom,
is sending us all $100 cheques so that we won’t notice when they
allow the new ‘Gateway’ pipelines to cross BC, to ship tar sands
oil to China and California. Of course, that oil will be plying our
coastline in huge supertankers.

If you like the idea of a future for the human species, please
consider donating your tax deductible $100 to the Dogwood
Institute (www.dogwoodinitiative.org), which has mounted a
‘No Tankers’ campaign. Or you could donate it to Heal Our
Planet Earth (HOPE), a small organization that is also taking on
the tar sands (www.all-creatures.org).

If you’re not feeling quite that generous, how about investing
your $100 in renewable energy? Alternative energy stocks and
‘green’ mutual funds are bringing ‘spectacular growth,’ as one
investment broker put it. Peter Carter, Pender Island

More Climate Action Ideas
Dear Editor: 
In June, all BC Residents will get a $100 Climate Action
Dividend tax rebate. The government hopes that citizens will
invest the money in reducing their personal carbon usage. Polls
say that most British Columbians will spend their $100 on beer
or gas, but we see more potential in that hundred bucks!  

We are a small group of friends from Victoria that are pooling
our Climate Action Dividends this June to see what we can
create. We are inviting our friends and family to join us.  With the
money we raise we will be performing ‘Random Acts of Rebate’
in our community. Activities planned include installing
clotheslines, distributing energy efficient light bulbs and
composters, funding carshare co-op memberships and weekly
organic food boxes for families in need in our community. 

This idea was spawned during a Sierra House Cooling Party,
an initiative of Sierra Club BC where friends get together to talk
about the challenges of climate change and opportunities to
make a difference. 

We want to spread the idea of the Great Rebate Ecochallenge.
We hope others will be inspired to pool their rebates and have
competitions with family members, friends, neighbours or
coworkers. We see a lot of potential for British Columbians to get
creative and involved in their communities to make greenhouse
gas reductions using their Climate Action Dividends as a starting
point. Our website, thegreatrebateecochallenge.blogspot.com,
allows people to share their stories and ideas. 

Leah Sherwood, Victoria

Ed’s Note: BC government has handed us a symbolic
responsibility. We have been thinking about how to use our
$100 for best effect and would like to hear about other readers’
suggestions. No ideas so far? Wildsight, a British Columbia
NGO, has come up with an incredible 100 bright and very
diverse suggestions which can be viewed at
www.wildsight.ca/news.

Save Our Island Communities
Dear Editor: 
The newly formed Rock the Boat Coalition is calling for an All-
Islands Ferry Rally to be held on Friday July 4 at the ferry
terminal nearest you. As of June 4, Hornby, Denman, Gabriola,
Quadra, Cortes and Moresby (Haida Gwaii) are all on board with
more ferry-dependent communities joining in as the
momentum builds.

Our immediate goal is to roll-back ferry fares on our marine
highway to more affordable 2004 price levels by means of
increased subsidies from the semi-privatized BC Ferry Services
Corporation and its 90% controlling shareholder, the
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Rising young hockey star Luc Bourdon, in the second week of
riding his new, powerful motorcycle, lost control and ran head-
on into a truck. His life and death is the stuff of modern
Shakespearean drama; the media coverage and public grieving
seized the nation.

Career soldier Captain Steven Leary was shot while leading
his patrol in Afghanistan. He was Canadian forces death number
84 on the ‘mission’. Far away and far less dramatic, his death was
noted with respect by some Canadian media, but received far less
attention from the public.

Captain Leary was, of course, doing his job under orders from
our government; a job which accepts the hazards of war with
everyday heroism. Whatever spin may be put on Canadian
activities in Afghanistan, and whatever nobility may be
attributed to our motives, the fact is that our soldiers are far from
home, fighting a war against unknown and often unseen

enemies. It started as a war of revenge; Canadians are now
defending our positions against local tribes which have been
there for thousands of years.

They see us as foreign invaders, and they have a long history
of successfully repelling such invasions. Their understanding of
our motives must have been further confused by the recent
return of US troops to the area.

Canadians pride themselves on the professionalism of our
armed forces. Our government cruelly abuses this professionalism
in ordering it to kill, and be killed, for vengeance. 

This is not to minimize the horror of the crimes being
avenged. But there is a difference between war and crime. We
cannot credibly argue that our warfare in Afghanistan will
prevent terrorist crimes on the North American continent.

All of which, we would argue, makes the death of Captain
Leary far more tragic than that of Luc Bourdon. ✐

LETTERS, continued on next page
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‘What’s On?’ Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 50 words)

MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words
Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

TThhuurrssddaayyss,,  JJuunnee  1122,,  &&  2266
Pender Film Group Screenings—THURS JUNE 12: Music
Within (2007)—Richard Pimentel returns from Vietnam severely
hearing-impaired and finds new purpose in his landmark efforts
on the behalf of Americans with disabilities; THURS JUNE 26—
Double bill with director Kim Recalma-Clutesi to introduce and
discuss: Smoke From his Fire (2007)—documentary about First
Nations Chief Adam Dick: a story of hope, courage, and
endurance; and Ancient Sea Gardens: Mysteries of the Pacific
Northwest Coast (2007)—National Geographic production about
traditional First Nations cultivation of clams along the BC coast •
All shows 7:30pm • Community Hall • Admission by donation •
Info: www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

SSaattuurrddaayyss  ttiillll  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg
Pender Islands Farmers’ Market—’Come drop by ‘cuz you
just never know what you’ll find or who you'll meet;’ fresh, local
produce; baked goods and cheeses; local art and artisan works •
Community Hall • Every Saturday 9:30am-1pm • ON PENDER

ISLAND

SSuunnddaayy,,  JJuunnee  1155
Early Bird Registration for Permaculture Design
Certification Course—three week course
(September 8 to 28), 145 hours of
lecture/discussion and hands-on
experiential learning in permaculture,
methods of organic agriculture, sustainable
energy systems, eco-forestry, herbology and
self-sustaining systems for land stewardship
and urban living • The Blue Raven Farm •
Fee: $2150 ($1950 before June 15th) • Info:
theblueraven@shaw.ca, 250-537-0866 • ON SALT SPRING
ISLAND

SSuunn,,  JJuunnee  1155,,  TThhuurrss––SSuunn,,  JJuunnee  1199--2222,,
TTuueess,,  JJuullyy  11
Pied Pumkin Tour—BC folk music trio (Rick Scott, Joe Mock

and Shari Ulrich) celebrate 34 years with
34 shows around BC; two shows: award-
winning ‘Pumkids’ matinee for families
and  ‘Pumkin’ concert for big folks •
BOWEN, SUN JUNE 15: Cates Hill Chapel,
Pumkids 3pm, Pumkin 8pm, tickets

Phoenix; PENDER, THURS JUNE 19: Pumkin at Red Cedar Roots
Festival (with Mae Moore, Lester Quitzau, David Essig, Kim
Barlow and Jane Eamon), Community Hall, 7:30pm, tickets
Talisman Books; PENDER, FRI JUNE 20: Pumkids 6-7pm, tickets
Talisman Books; SALT SPRING, SAT JUNE 21: Fulford Hall,
Pumkids 4-5pm, Pumkin 8pm; tickets Acoustic Planet, Stuff &
Nonsense and Salt Spring Books; VICTORIA, SUN JUNE 22:
Metro Studio, Pumkids 4-5pm, Pumkin 8pm, tickets Lyle’s Place;
NANAIMO, TUES JULY 1: Maffeo-Sutton Park, Pumkids, Noon,
free • Info: info@rickscott.ca • ON BOWEN, PENDER, SALT
SPRING ISLANDS & IN VICTORIA & NANAIMO

TThhuurrss,,  JJuunnee  1199
Red Cedar Roots Festival—Concert with David
Essig, Kim Barlow, Lester Quitzau, Jane Eamon,
Mae Moore and Pied Pumkin • Community Hall,
7:30pm • Tickets:$30 advance at Southridge
Country General Store, Talisman Books and
Gallery, $35 at the door •  ON PENDER ISLAND

TThhuurrss--SSaatt,,  JJuunnee  1199--2211
Salt Spring Jazz Fest—5 great venues, 7 terrific artists • JUNE

19: Pretzel Logic; JUNE 20: Ingrid
Jensen Quartet; Kat Danser; Peter
Taschuk Quartet; JUNE 21: Sue
Newman; Emily Braden; Jose Sanchez
Cuban Dance Party • Tickets:
ArtSpring box office 250-537-2125 •
Info: info@saltspringjazzfest.org • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

SSaattuurrddaayy  &&  SSuunnddaayy,,  JJuunnee  2211  &&  2222
Encaustic Painting Weekend Workshop—learn the basics of
painting with Encaustic wax using low heat tools and explore
different techniques and surfaces with Thea Haubrich; meet the
artist, Friday, 7-9pm • Fee: $225, plus all painting supplies $10 •
Info: Jupiter Ranch Art Studio, jupiterranch@shaw.ca 250-247-
2051, www.jupiterranch.com ON GABRIOLA ISLAND

SSuunnddaayy,,  JJuunnee  2299
Home & Garden Tour—visit Mayne Island homes, from rustic
to elegant, and gardens, lavenders to exotics; presented by the
Mayne Island Garden Club; proceeds support the carving and
installation of the ‘Honouring Figure’ • 10am–3pm, reception
3pm • Tickets: $20, Ingrid 250-539-5024 • AROUND MAYNE
ISLAND

SSuunnddaayy,,  JJuunnee  2299
Book Discussion: Life, Money & Illusion: Living on
Earth as if we want to stay—EcoReality Sustainable Land
Use and Education Cooperative host book’s author Mike
Nickerson • Eco-Reality, 2172 Fulford-Ganges Road, 7pm-9pm •
Cost: suggested donation $5-$15 • Info: www.EcoReality.org, Jan
250-537-2024 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

MMoonnddaayy,,  JJuunnee  3300
Advance tickets sales deadline for Vancouver Island
Musicfest—(event July 11–13) • Advance Weekend Passes:
Adults $119, Seniors $88.25, Youth, $60.75 • Tickets: 1-866-898-
8499, website, or Fascinating Rhythms (Nanaimo); Timbuktu
Music (Qualicum Beach); Sound Advice Music Shop (Port
Alberni); Sound Advice Music Shop, I-Hos Gallery, Sid Williams
Theatre (Courtenay)  • Info: www.islandmusicfest.com • COMOX
VALLEY

TTuueessddaayy,,  JJuullyy  11,,  CCaannaaddaa  DDaayy
Saturna Island Lamb Barbeque-traditional lamb dinner,
children’s games, live entertainment, beer garden, arts and crafts,
moorage at Winter Cove, free shuttle to/from ferry dock (sorry, no
dogs); water-taxi shuttle from Hope Bay, Pender Island, $15 each
way, call 250-539-3211 or 604-377-5385 • Winter Cove Park •
Grounds open 10am-4:30pm; dinner served 2-3pm • Dinner
tickets: Adults $20, Children 12-&-Under $10 • Info:
mgaines@saturnacan.net, www.saturnalambbarbeque.com, 250-
539-2452 • ON SATURNA ISLAND

TThhuurrss,,  JJuullyy  33  ttoo  WWeedd,,  JJuullyy  99
Crimson Coast Dance Society’s ‘Body Talk
Project’—Toronto’s Chimera Project presents free
dance fusion workshops for teens and everybody
else (performance July 9 with Chimera Project &
participants, venue TBC) • Scout Hut, Nanaimo •
All ages and skill levels, register by June 23: 250-
716-3230, www.crimsoncoastdance.org • IN NANAIMO 

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  JJuullyy  55  &&  SSuunnddaayy,,  JJuullyy  66
Organic Islands Festival—over 100 vendors, food sampling,
children’s activities, presenters: farmer/activist Percy Schmeiser,

author Carolyn Herriot, chef Bill Jones, keynote
speaker: Jyoti Stephens ‘Organic & Beyond’,
music: Mae Moore & Lester Quitzau, Jeremy
Fisher, Shane Philip, Hayley Sales, Brad
Prevedoros • Glendale Gardens, 10am–5pm •
Tickets: Adults $10, Seniors/Youth $7.50, under
12 free, family pass $25 • Info:

www.organicislands.ca or 250 658-8148  • IN VICTORIA

TThhuurrssddaayy,,  JJuullyy  2244
Advance tickets sales deadline for
24th Annual Islands Folk
Festival—(Event July 25, 26 & 27 at
Providence Farm, Duncan) • Advance

Weekend Passes: Adults $75, Teens $65 • Tickets: charge by
phone at Cowichan Folk Guild 250-748-3975 or buy at Music
Maxx (Nanaimo), Bob’s Music (Ladysmith), Dancing Bean Café
(Chemainus), Valley Video (Cobble Hill and Shawnigan Lake) and
Gordie’s Music, (Victoria) •  Info: www.folkfest.bc.ca • IN
DUNCANislandtides@islandtides.com  250-629-3660
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A PIRATES TREASURE
$309,000
This is a true treasure. Affordable waterfront
within 100km of Vancouver! For sale is a 1/3
share in 32 acres of waterfront on breathtaking
Lasqueti Island.This share includes a 400 SF
cabin located on a sunny rock outcropping over
looking Scotty Bay and Texada Island. This is a
water access property.

government of this province. The unprecedented requirement of
self-financing local routes, instituted by the government in
contracting with the newly formed BC Ferries Services
Corporation, has penalized small island communities, whose
routes were traditionally subsidized as coastal highways—just
like roads ashore. 

We believe that our entire ferry system must be treated as a
whole. It is an essential service, and must be subsidized
accordingly. With global warming now demanding worldwide
attention, our coalition’s longer term goals also include such green-
friendly measures as an environmental discount for high
occupancy vehicles, free parking at ferry terminals linked to ride
shares and public transit, and free fares for walk-ons and bicycles.

We love our ferry workers. But we are frustrated and upset
with the corporate policies and priorities of BC Ferry Services,
and its directing politicians and bureaucrats who remain
unaccountable to the ferry-going public. 

Over the last few months, residents of Hornby, Denman,
Quadra and Gabriola have started ‘rocking the boat’ with ferry
fare protests on their respective islands. Now it’s time to
demonstrate the solidarity of all ferry-based communities. In

order to do so, we have chosen Friday, July 4 as a Day of Action
around which we can all unite in celebration of our unique island
communities and in opposition to crippling ferry fare increases
that threaten not only our precious lifeways, but the island
retreats increasingly appreciated by stressed city dwellers.

Instead of standing idly by as the BC Ferry Services gives its
corporate executives outrageous pay rises with one hand, while
relentlessly raising our fares with the other—we say enough is
enough! It is time to take a stand! We welcome a diversity of
actions by participating islands. Let’s send a strong message to
roll-back ferry fares on July 4. 

Document what you do! Be creative! Be assertive! Be festive!
Be clear! Be there to ‘Rock the Boat!’

Michelle Easterly, Hornby & Sheila Nopper, Denman

Sidney marina wins
green award
Westport Marina has recently become the first eco-rated marina
in British Columbia under Georgia Strait Alliance’s new Clean
Marine BC Program. This voluntary environmental recognition
program for marinas, yacht clubs, harbour authorities and
boatyards encourages best practices and continual
environmental improvement. 

On Friday June 13, Murray Coell, MLA for Saanich North and
the Islands will present Westport Marina with its Clean Marine
BC certification and flag.

For more information on this exciting and innovative
program visit www.GeorgiaStrait.org and follow the link from
the Green Boating page. ✐

GULF ISLANDS WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS

Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Whole-house Treatment

• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters

• Media Filters

• Ultraviolet Systems

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic

250-412-1110 •  604- 630-1114 • 320  • Mary Street, Victoria

www.watertiger.net

LETTERS from previous page

LETTERS, please turn to page 10

www.mblabs.com


Voluntary Subscription? Keep
meaning to send it in? Help keep

all this great news coming!

Did something in this edition:
• inform you?

• pique your interest?

• amuse you?

• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?

• make you a good contact?

• find you an opportunity?

• inspire you to take action?

• make a conversation topic?

• find you a good buy or service?
If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island mailbox

or if you pick it up from one of our yellow free boxes
located across the Strait of Georgia and from Victoria to

Nanaimo, or if you read online, you can show your
support and appreciation by mailing a voluntary

subscription of 
($25 + $1.25 gst = $26.25) to: 

Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!
And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you 

who have given subscriptions. And keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste them

all in our scrapbooks! 

A Better Way to Build

• Complete panellized home package.

• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.

• Build yourself - or contractor can construct. 

• Comprehensive building guide included.

• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).

• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.

• Package price guaranteed up front.

AAuussttiinn--RRaayy  22,,000000  ssqq..  FFtt

YYoouurr  IIssllaanndd  RReepprreesseennttaattiivvee

RRuussss  AAnnddeerrssoonn

RR..  AAnnddeerrssoonn  TTeecchhnniiccaall  SSeerrvviicceess

DDuunnccaann,,  BBCC

PPhhoonnee::  ((225500))  772200--66000000

FFaaxx::  ((225500))  774488--11669988

ee--mmaaiill::  rruussssaannddeerrssoonn@@sshhaaww..ccaa

VViieeww  oovveerr  110000  ppllaannss  aatt::

wwwwww..nneellssoonn--hhoommeess..ccoomm
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SATU RN A
ISLAND REALTY

Joan Combes, Broker/Owner
100 East Point Road

866.539.2121  fax 250.539.5567  
www.saturnarealty.com

Panoramic views of San Juans
13'x15' cabin with loft & deck
Maximum sunshine $385,000

Rugged strata waterfront lot
Private yet close to parks
Near estate winery $479,000

I
t was hot! Very hot! In fact it was 52ºC. We must be insane!
Bed and breakfast in the desert with a Tuareg family! Who
had ever thought of such a thing? When Tig and I planned

this trip from North America it had sounded like a great idea
for a new adventure. We
had asked for a Tuareg
family that was completely
non-touristy. We wanted an
authentic experience and
that is what we got. 

As we flew over the
Sahara desert into
Bamako, the capital of
Mali, we looked down
from our aircraft and all
you could see was a
massive sandstorm rising
from below. It was at this
point we wondered if we
were completely mad. We calmed ourselves with the thought
that at least our desert experience was going to be several
days away. 

Nervousness set in again when we flew over the vast
expanses of nothing into Tombouctou (Timbuktu) from a
very busy town on the Niger River called Segou.
Tombouctou and Segou
had absolutely nothing in
common. One city is very
colourful and full of
vegetation, and the other,
barren, dusty and quiet.

On arrival at the
airport we were met by a
local guide who told us
Tombouctou means ‘The
middle of nowhere,’ we
had no trouble believing
him. 

As it was so incredibly
hot, we did what
everyone else did and that was head directly for the Bouctou
Hotel to sit and cool ourselves in the high-ceiling bar with
any drink that was not warm or hot. It was strange to see all
the staff in the bar more interested in watching Manchester
United on TV than waiting on people. I imagine that if I lived
in Tombouctou I would have lost all impetus to work. 

Later that day just before we were to start our Tuareg
experience we had a look around the town. Tombouctou is
an unimposing little place. In the beginning it was simply an
oasis for the Tuareg population of the Sahara travelling the
desert trading gold and salt. We found that today it is a
strange and grubby little town with a fairly interesting
market and several mosques. Everywhere the sands of the
desert had infiltrated and softened all the sharp corners of
the building that shimmered in the heat. A haze of dust hung
everywhere. The vendors in the market were not particularly
friendly, so we concluded that most were heat-affected.
These were the least gregarious of all the wonderful people
we had met in Mali.

The trading Tuareg family that we stayed with still travel
the desert carrying salt from the mines. A journey of several
hundred kilometres on camel back in the heat of the desert
is nothing out
of the ordinary.
We were about
to find out how
we would fare
under the same
circumstances. 

Our Tuareg
host was called
M o h a m m e d .
He arrived at
the Bouctou
Hotel with two of his sons and several camels. He also was
prepared with freshly dyed indigo head wraps for us.
Lessons in how to put on the head gear were next. We
quickly came to understand why the Tuareg’s are called the
blue men. One look at each other confirmed that already we
had both turned blue as the indigo rubbed off on our skin. As
soon as we were suitably wrapped we mounted our camels
and were led out into the desert for our two-and-one-half
hour ride to Mohammed’s camp. 

Mohammed stayed in town to purchase food to feed us at
his remote camp. Only one of Mohammed’s sons, Amir,
spoke any French at all, he had been taught by his
grandfather beside the campfire at night. Mohammed spoke
very good French, but he spoke to his sons in the Tuareg

language Tamasheq. Amir was an able guide and soon
proved his worth as he quickly dove into the sand dunes and
beat a creature to death. ‘What was that we asked?’
‘Scorpion.’ he answered in a normal tone. Tig and I glanced

nervously at each other. 
Amir led us straight to the

family camp and introduced
us to his father’s two wives
and eight other children.
None of them spoke French
so conversation was not an
option. Tig and I glanced
around and saw that there
was one large black tent with
no base, pitched between the
dunes and Amir indicated
that toilet facilities were the
patch of sand over the dune
to the left. 

Before long Mohammed galloped into camp on his
camel, carrying whatever he was going to provide for dinner.
He came over and imparted the knowledge that this was the
first time he had ever hosted guests at his nomadic camp. He
then threw two mats on the sand and indicated that this was
where we were to sleep. It seems the tent was for the young

children and his wives. 
As we talked we learned that

Mohammed’s father was
somewhere out in the Sahara
waiting to die as his life was
considered to be almost finished.
Mohammed and his brother would
occasionally drop off supplies, as
they plied the salt routes, and see if
the old fellow was still alive.  

As soon as it was dark
Mohammed brought us our dinner
cooked over a fire on the perimeter
of the camp. Maybe it was just as
well that we couldn’t see what we

were eating.  I do know that it was; at least half sand and the
rest anonymous meat. We ate in the traditional Tuareg
manner with our hands, from a communal plate.

Dinner over it was time to sleep. Mohammed’s bon nuit
told us to lie down and try to sleep. The sand was so fine that
it was getting into everything and as both Tig and I had our
silk sleeping bags with us we crawled into them and used our
packs as pillows. From everywhere large beetles crawled
towards us to investigate these strange beings in the desert.
We calmly flicked them as far as we could until we fell asleep
to the gentle bleating of goats and the grumbling of camels.
We were more nervous of the fact that no-one, except
Mohammed and his family, knew where we were. The fierce
reputation of the Tuareg as warriors and kidnappers came to
mind. 

I awoke with a start to find we were in the middle of a
sandstorm. There was no sign of Mohammed and his older
sons as they were in a hollow with a blanket over themselves.
The covering of sand had totally obliterated them from view. 

Tig and I hunkered down inside our bags and huddled
together. Okay, adventure is one thing—but this was more
than we had bargained for. The wind seemed to howl

forever, but eventually it dropped and we emerged from
under the sand to find a beautiful moonlit night with
seemingly all the stars of the heavens above our heads. The
breath-taking, beautiful night chased all our worries away.
Sleep being impossible, we watched the dawn and soon
heard the sounds of our local guide approaching over the
dunes. 

As we travelled back to Tombouctou with our mouths
full of grit and our bodies blue with indigo we reflected that
this had been another worthwhile adventure and an insight
into the world of the Tuareg. Once again we were grateful
for the luxury of our lifestyle at home. ✐

BBeedd  aanndd  BBrreeaakkffaasstt  iinn  tthhee  SSaahhaarraa  ~~  PPeennee  HHoolllliinnggwwoorrtthh

TUAREG CAMP

TUAREG GEAR

BOUCTOU STAFF

TUAREG & CAMELS



THE ART & CRAFT OF SHELTER
AUTHENTIC PRE-CRAFTED HOME PACKAGES...
OF THE UTMOST QUALITY.

1 800 655 5574
WWW.PRECRAFTEDHOMES.COM
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Discover
Nature...

it’s your
new

home

www.calicologhomes.com
Maple Ridge, BC Canada
Toll free: 1-866-462-9608

Discover a new way of living. Surround yourself 
with nature’s purest building material, nature itself.

Pure natural log homes by Calico have been shipped around the world for 35 years. From 
recreational cottages to executive homes... What nature grows, we profile into perfect log 
retreats. Isn't it time you started living more naturally? Make the call today, or check us out 
on the web.You'll be glad you discovered nature's purest way of living.

Calico, where nature becomes your home.

W
ild Spring Prices

up to 15%
 OFF

Hurry offer ends this Sum
m

er sharp!

Vancouver Island Transmission Reinforcement Project

JUNE UPDATE ON MARINE HABITAT RESTORATION
WHALER BAY, GALIANO ISLAND

BC Transmission Corporation is the Crown corporation
that plans, operates and maintains the province’s
publicly-owned electrical transmission system.

BCTC 08-71

Meeting the electricity
needs of growing communities on
Vancouver Island and the southern Gulf Islands
BC Transmission Corporation (BCTC) is replacing and upgrading existing 138 kV overhead
transmission lines and submarine cables connecting southern Vancouver Island to the
Lower Mainland with new 230 kV infrastructure.

Debris removal has been completed in preparation for eelgrass planting.

Eelgrass will be harvested from a nearby meadow and transplanted at the new site between 
mid-June and early August 2008.

The restoration of the eelgrass meadow in Whaler Bay is being undertaken by BCTC as part
of the Fisheries Act habitat compensation agreement for the project. Eelgrass meadows are
one of the most diverse and productive underwater habitats in our coastal waters and
provide important nursery and shelter habitat for a variety of marine animals.

To ensure the safety of the public and workers, the contractors will restrict public access 
around the active work sites.

Thank you for your co-operation.

FOR MORE INFORMATION   www.bctc.com

Contact BCTC Community Relations:
Toll-free:  1.866.647.3334
Phone:   604.699.7456
Email:   community.relations@bctc.com
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Return of the
Tinkerers

To me, nothing indicates the onset of sunny
weather more than the sight of Mayne Island’s

Tinkerer’s on their Southern Islands sharpening tour. I caught
site of the familiar old brown truck parked at the shopping
centre, last night. Canopies were up, tool benches were out and
Jürgen was bent over his grindstones, while Judith organized the
line-up of garden, kitchen and trades’ tools ready for a new lease
on life. 

It was pure pleasure to stand in the sun, dazzled by green all
around and catch up on the year. ‘How was Mexico?’ ‘How was the
house make-over?’ ‘What night can you come for dinner to see it?
I think I have an organic chicken in the freezer.’ There’s a
specialness to inter-island friendships that Islanders treasure.

Gabriola Eelgrass Mapping Workshop 
Thinking green? Don’t think lawns, think eelgrass! If any habitat
should be dear to coastal hearts, eelgrass should. These undersea
lawns are a vital habitat for many fish species; 80% of
commercial fish and shellfish species depend on eelgrass
(Zostera marina) during part of their life cycle. Important to the

health of our marine ecosystems, eelgrass beds also cleanses
water, sequesters carbon and provides erosion control on
mudflats in tidal areas.

Last year Saturna held eelgrass mapping workshops. This
year, on July 5, it’s Gabriola’s turn. It will be a family affair (bring
the hats, sunscreen, water and lunch). The morning will focus on
what eelgrass is and why so many coastal communities are
mapping it. In the afternoon, participants will discover and map
Gabriola’s eelgrass populations. Those already in the know about
eelgrass whereabouts can be a big help. To register, contact
Laura-Jean: 250-247-9720, lj_kelly@telus.net.

Egg Stand-Off
Gabriola’s Saturday market was
the scene of a farm produce
confrontation; the blow-by-blow

was covered in Gabriola's ‘Flying Shingle’ newspaper. Egg
producer Anna Bauer, who sells uninspected, free-range eggs at
the farmgate, but also sells at the market, was confronted by
VIHA health inspector Anthony Griffin
when he delivered a ‘cease and desist’
letter to her at the market. Bauer tore
the letter up. 

Apparently, in the ten minutes in
which the fracas was taking place inside
the Agricultural Hall, a petition against
the outlawing of farm eggs, created by
Gabriolans for Local Food Choices,
gained half-a-page of signatures.

The petition states:
1. We believe the food value of locally produced, fresh laid,
free range eggs to be  superior to stored eggs transported from
off-island from factory farm hens;
2.  Factory farm hens are held in stressful crowded conditions
and may be fed a diet which contains chemicals, hormones
and antibiotics which are then present in their eggs;

3. We believe that we need to support our local egg farmers;
4. We want to uphold our right to choose what eggs we will
eat at home and elsewhere;
5. We maintain the right of local business and other
organizations to choose what eggs they use to serve the public;
6. We believe that locally produced fresh-laid, free-range eggs
pose no threat to our health;
7. We trust our local farmers and our local food outlets and
eating establishments to produce safe and healthy food as
they have always done;
8. We maintain that locally grown and locally produced food
is inherent to our way-of-life and to our culture; and that
9. The right to serve and to sell locally produced, fresh-laid,
free-range eggs to the public, and to include such eggs in
products sold and served to the public (bake sales, pot lucks,
food contests etc) is essential to Gabriola social celebrations
and other fundraising events.
Therefore:
We ask that VIHA suspend the rules and regulations around
locally produced, fresh laid, free range eggs and to allow their
sale outside of farmgate: in the farmers markets, health and
feed stores and other retail outlets and to allow the inclusion
of such eggs in food sold to and shared with the public in
restaurants, community kitchens and public community
venues like pot lucks and church socials.
We will continue to purchase and to consume locally
produced, free range farm fresh eggs both at the farmgate and
at any venue that chooses to sell them, to serve them and/or
to include them in food products.  

Public Transit On Gabriola
Following Salt Spring’s leap into public transit at the beginning
of the year, the Gabriola Ratepayers Association is sponsoring a

public discussion about the prospect of launching a bus service
on Gabriola. A public discussion is slated for June 16, 2008 at the
Womens Institute Hall, 7pm.

Don’t Eat This Pied Pumkin
Pied Pumkin’s promo says they have ‘a twinkle in their eye and a
spelling mistake in their name’ (not to mention a pun). Rick
Scott, Joe Mock and Shari Ulrich pioneered folk music in BC,

touring far and wide and selling 30,000
LPs before each going on to stellar solo
careers. 

Going back to their roots, they
reunited in 1998 to do a tour each year
(guitarist Joe Mock lives in France). Pied
Pumkin’s exuberant combination of
dulcimer, guitar, violin, mandolin,
humour and vocal harmonies is being
heard in halls all over the Salish Sea right
now (see ‘What’s On?’ for details, page 5). 

But don’t leave the children at home—at every whistlestop the
three perform a special show for kid, Pumkids, which draws on
Rick Scott’s six award-winning children’s CDs. Okanagan
Children’s Festival director Gord Osland calls Pumkids, ‘The best

Photo: Sharon Jeffery

EELGRASS HABITAT

Round The Islands
Christa Grace-Warrick

RTI, please turn to page 11

PIED PUMKIM



A
n evening of Island storytelling was the idea of Frank
Godwin, so in late April,
Saturna’s Eddie Reid

Memorial Library presented
‘Telling Tales—Our Island, Our
Stories.’ Introduce by Saturna
librarian Denise Kuzyk, eight
Islanders talk about their lives;
an audience of almost 75  listened
raptly.  

Youngest speaker was
Elizabeth Bomford, who came to
Saturna with her dad when he
came to work on building the
Recreation Centre.  Elizabeth is
about 11 and her view of her life and significant memories
was fascinating.  

Halfway through his high
school career, two years ago
Ben Dunsmuir came to
Saturna Island from Dawson
Creek with his father
(Saturna’s new teacher-
principal) and family. Ben
read a wonderful account of
meeting a friend who flew
down to Vancouver from
Dawson Creek to come to visit
him. Sharing his new life with

his

friend and hearing his friend’s responses, Ben came to the
comprehension that he had a new home to which he had
unknowingly come to belong.  

Following her instincts, Patti
Fraba, came to Saturna seeking a
simpler life style. After making a
happy, independent life for
herself, she fell in love with her
also new-to-Saturna Prince
Charming.  

Jim Campbell spoke about
the time that his 90-year-old dad
got lost on the farm when he
went on an after-lunch walk. He was truly lost, from about
1pm until the afternoon of the
next day. Jim’s voice conveyed
what a powerful experience it
had been for him. Listeners
learned many things about the
community and emergency
help of that time, and some
wonderful things about Jim’s
Dad. Just after he was found
he quipped, ‘If I’ve missed
lunch, I can’t wait until
dinner!’ Asked by his nephew
if he had seen the wonderful full moon during the his  night
out, Jim’s father replied, ‘No, I  turned in early!’  

Athena George told about coming to Saturna and staying

in different Island accommodations while building a house.
She found the number of Saturatus (Saturna’s own little
deer mouse) sharing with her to be very unsettling. She
and her brand-new husband Dave learned many things
about each other as they dealt with the mouse situation!  

Sebastian Gadbois, whose homeplace is in Quebec,
came to Saturna because a
friend had been to Galiano
and thought the Islands just
the place for Sebastian, who
contacted Judy and Rick
Tipple after looking Saturna
up on the worldwideweb.

He decided that first he
had to learn more English
than ‘yes,’ ‘no,’ and ‘toaster.’
And after many adventures
he landed on our shores
speaking good English and is glad to be here.

Long-timer, John Gaines closed the evening recounting
tales of his life as a child with his mother and father and
sister Mary.  The audience learned lots about life on
Saturna in the ’40s.
John declared he had
to get his facts right as
his sister was in the
front row with the rest
of John’s family. 

Half-way through the
storytelling evening,
there was a hearty
reception in the lounge
and, after so much
laughter and so much
sharing, there was much
lively conversation. 

Bev Neff recorded
these stories so the
Saturna Community has them forever.  ✐
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Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone: (250) 386-7643

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF 

CROWN LAND

Take notice that The Gulf of
Georgia Timber Company Ltd.
of Saltspring Island, BC
intends to make application to
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for a license for a
commercial marina situated on
Provincial Crown Land located
in the vicinity of Ganges
Harbour, Saltspring Island.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is # 1406746. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Section Head, Integrated
Land Management Bureau at #
142-2080 Labieux Road,
Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until July 6, 2008.  ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at
http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/clad/
land_prog_services/programs.
html under Tenure Overview
and Program Information for
more information.

Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF 

CROWN LAND

Take notice that Rebecca
MacKay of Village Bay, Mayne
Island, BC intends to make
application to Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
10 year license for Residential-
Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown Land located
in the vicinity Village Bay,
Mayne Island.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is # 1413140. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed to
the Section Head, Integrated
Land Management Bureau at #
142-2080 Labieux Road,
Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until July 13, 2008.  ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at
http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/clad/l
and_prog_services/programs.ht
ml under Tenure Overview and
Program Information for more
information.

Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau’s regional
office.

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF 

CROWN LAND

Take notice that John and
Emily Lefebvre of Saltspring
Island, BC intend to make
application to Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
Residential Geothermal Loop
situated on Provincial Crown
Land located in the vicinity
Stuart Channel, Saltspring
Island.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is # 1413144. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed to
the Section Head, Integrated
Land Management Bureau at #
142-2080 Labieux Road,
Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until July 17, 2008.  ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at
http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/clad/l
and_prog_services/programs.ht
ml under Tenure Overview and
Program Information for more
information.

Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau’s regional
office.
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in 2004, the number of licensed provincial
meat processing operations have more than
quadrupled.

Protection for Bigger Plants
However, a second update to the regulation
provides support to those who have already
made significant investments in becoming fully
licensed, by providing a 100-kilometre
protective zone, or 15 nautical miles if separated
by marine waters, around fully-licensed plants
(classified as established, Class-A or -B licensed

operators). Within this zone, new  transitional
Class-C licenses will not be approved. New
Class-C transitional licenses will only be
considered in areas where there is no local
licensed capacity already in place. 

There are currently 51 provincially-licensed
producers in BC; 31 of  them are fully licensed
and 20 hold a Class-C license.  In 2004, only 12
producers were provincially-licensed. The
number of federally-licensed producers
remains unchanged at 13. ✐

MEAT REGS from page 1

TTeelllliinngg  TTaalleess  ~~  rreevviieeww  bbyy  PPrriisscciillllaa  EEwwbbaannkk  



Young Wildlife

A
round the garden there are lots of fledglings making their
first independent forays. Two days ago I had a young pine
siskin landed practically on my foot as I was shoveling!

Upon landing it started hopping about picking up bits from the
soil litter, looking up at me occasionally and eventually walking
off under the lettuce. Each bird specie seems to have its safe-
distance from humans (unless they are thoroughly distracted by
mating ecstasies). This fledgling must have not been listening
when that lecture came round! Young hummingbirds,
recognizable by their stubbly tails, and wobbly flights,  are also
exhibiting what constitutes questionable hummingbird
behavior. These delightful encounters provide insights into
learned behaviors. 

We have lots of fawns around in this last week, polka-dotted
tiny babies and thin-sided moms. On Narvaez Bay Road there
was a mother grouse with two puffball chicks. Ten minutes later
in the vicinity,  I saw a raven slide away down the bank and my
heart sank—I do love ravens but I would like more grouse!

Salmon Cycle
On May 29, the Lyall Creek Salmon and Trout Enhancement
group, along with the Goldstream Salmon Enhancement
hatchery, released 60,000 chum fry into Lyall Creek. 

The fish came off of the 10am ferry in specially refrigerated
and aerated stainless-steel tubs. These were the fry that the
Saturna Lions Club and local volunteers netted from the

Cowichan River in the Fall. About 15 people came and helped
bucket the fry down to the creek. 

Saturna Elementary also released the Cowichan river fry
which they have been raising in the school aquarium. 

By blocking downstream with a small mesh screen, all the fry
were held and fed in the creek for four days, allowing them to
imprint on Lyall Creek, before releasing them on a very high tide
on Sunday through the mouth of the Creek and into the wide
world. If you look at the deep tide pools and off wharves you will
see lots of fry around Saturna right now, from our release and
also coming from the Fraser River. 

Getting the water temperature right is important to salmon.
Local water temperatures are the coldest in 25 years due to the
high and frequent windstorms just offshore, two winters ago.
May 29 was latest that fry have ever been released here, due to
these water temperatures.

However, this is also a La Nina year with cold water in the
North Pacific which allows the salmon to disperse and feed
widely; rather than all salmon—Russian to Californian—
congregating in a small area where the temperature is right.  

This coming fall, we will get to see how many come home
from all the fry released here in 2004.

Baseball
Playing on Sundays and Wednesdays evenings, Saturna Island
Oystercatchers baseball team is starting a great year. Lots of
enthusiastic Islanders have turned out to play softball at Hunter
ballfield in Winter Cove. So many have arrived that there are
enough players to rotate the positions—everyone gets a chance to
have a ballfield hamburger and yak with the crowds under the
umbrellas.

Emergency Infrastucture 
The Saturna Community Club, the Fire Protection Society and
the Health Committee have been working long and hard
deciding how to achieve a building that could house our diverse
emergency infrastructure needs. The process has evolved into a
collaboration between the three independent groups which have
had a genuine willingness to listen to other people’s needs—good
for the community in terms of building trust and good will. 

Parks Canada is contributing for a wildfire fighting storage
facility and emergency services for a communication centre. The
ambulance building will either be a part of the emergency
services building or will stand alone depending on schedule and
cost considerations.

The site settled upon is by the Rec Centre. A building and
planning group has been struck. The coalition is now working on
specific site and building requirements, legalities, timeline, and
leasing agreements. ✐
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LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF 

CROWN LAND
Take Notice that Jochen

Neumann and Katerina Jacob
of #201, 1675 Hornby Street,
Vancouver, BC, V6Z 2M3,
intend to make application to
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for a Utility, water
line situated on Provincial
Crown Land located on the
foreshore of Lot 1 Sect 17 Plan
39735 (2319 MacKinnon Road)
at Hyashi Cove, Otter Bay,
North Pender Island.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File # 1413129,
FCBC File 10100-30/14907.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at 142 – 2080 Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received until
July 27, 2008.  IMLB may not be
able to consider comments
received after this date.  Please
visit our website:
http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca
under the link:  Applications &
Reasons for Decision for more
information.

Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record.  For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau’s regional
office.

...because we live here.

Western
Financial
Group

PENDER ISLAND AGENCIES

629-3336

No Worries
When you’re insured with Western Financial Group, you’ll receive a 
competitive rate, the best coverage and a fair claim—guaranteed. 
Not to mention, peace of mind. 

                                                 Insurance | Investments | Agency Banking

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF 

CROWN LAND

Take notice that Judith
Anne Ellingson of Victoria,
BC intends to make
application to Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for
a Licence for Private moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
Land located in the vicinity of
South Bay, Saltspring Island.

The Lands File Number
that has been established for
this application is # 1413947.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at # 142-2080 Labieux
Road, Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until July 12, 2008.  ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at
http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/clad
/land_prog_services/program
s.html under Tenure Overview
and Program Information for
more information.

Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

Mark your calendars! 

July 17-19, 2008 @ ArtSpring  
and hosting the 

Community Flea Market on July 19, 2008 

DONATIONS STILL NEEDED! 
Call April Wright at 537-9035 or  

Kay Woodhouse at 653-4927 to donate today! 

ArtSpring Treasure Fair  
(lots of items available including a vintage Beetle!) 

  www.artspring.ca

Don’t miss the Silent and Live Auctions!  

Find a bargain at the Cash ‘n Carry Room!

FFoouunndd  IIssllaanndd  TTiiddeess  wwhhiillee  vviissiittiinngg  tthhee  ccooaasstt??  WWaanntt  ttoo  kkeeeepp  rreeaaddiinngg??  IItt’’ss  eeaassyy——jjuusstt  ‘‘cclliicckk’’..
JJooiinn  77,,550000  ffoollkkss  wwhhoo  rreeaadd  aa  nneewwssppaappeerr  tthhaatt  llooookkss  lliikkee  aa  nneewwssppaappeerr  rriigghhtt  oonn  tthheeiirr  ccoommppuutteerr  ..

SSaattuurrnnaa  NNootteess ~~  PPrriisscciillllaa  EEwwbbaannkk

Some relief on those 
property taxes
It property tax time. Looking at your bills and seeing where you
are pegged can be a anxious task for some homeowners.
Increasing property values and taxes have put pressure on the
budgets of some British Columbians, particularly lower-income
seniors and those on fixed incomes.

The Property Tax Deferment Program provides a way for
seniors to help manage their housing costs. The program is also
open to eligible veterans and people with disabilities. In 2007,
the BC government expanded the program to benefit more
homeowners by lowering the eligibility age from 60 to 55 years
of age and older.

Those who qualify may defer taxes on the homes in which
they live and in which they hold equity equal to at least 25% of
the current assessed value. Property taxes can be deferred as
long as they own and live in their homes and continue to qualify
for the program, saving thousands of dollars of ownership costs
every year.

Other property tax changes this year included raising the
homeowner grant threshold to $1,050,000 and raising the First
Time Home Buyers’ threshold to $425,000. These two measures
ensure 95% of homeowners in British Columbia benefit by
qualifying for the homeowner grant and make it easier for British
Columbians to purchase their first home, says the BC
government. ✐



How Much Money Do You Actually
Have To Put Up To Play?

No speculator actually puts up that kind of money. Crude oil
contracts can be controlled and purchased on ‘margin’ which
means that the trader only has to invest, say, 7-8% of the total
contract value. 

To limit speculation, NYMEX has increased margin
requirements five times so far this year. ICE Futures Europe
(formerly IPX), electronic trading facility, has increased margins
to match. 

However, these amounts are not expressed as percentages of
contract value, but as dollar amounts, depending on the trader’s
standing with the Exchange. The higher the price of a barrel, the
lower the margin percentage required. 

Some US congressmen have suggested that margins
requirements should be increased drastically to ‘shake out’
speculators, but so far there is no evidence that this works.

Protecting the USDollar
Protecting the dollar has now become paramount to the United
States. The US Federal Reserve has indicated that there will be
no more cuts in its interest rate; in order to strengthen the dollar

and reduce crude prices. It may be the first time in the G W Bush
administration that US action matches its expressed support for
the ‘strong dollar’.

Till now, Ben Bernanke, the chair of the US Federal Reserve,
has been trying to soften the impact of the US ‘sub-prime’
mortgage crisis by lowering the Federal Reserve’s interest rate so
as to protect banks; this in turn has contributed to the de facto
devaluation of the USD, to increased oil prices (in dollars), to
inflation, and to the loss of value of US Treasury securities held
by foreign countries. 

Is Re-regulation Possible?
Looking at the size and complexity of the markets and the
amount of speculation today, is re-regulation possible? Looking
at the bodies that might influence speculation, it looks even more
doubtful.

It took a threat by US Treasury Secretary Henry Paulsen to
amalgamate the laissez faire CFTC with the very much more
powerful Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) to stirred
the CFTC to action. At the end of May, the commission
announced, that it had been ‘investigating’ speculation in crude
oil futures since December, 2007, commenting that it made this
‘unusual’ announcement ‘because of today’s unprecedented
market conditions.’ 

This CFTC investigation was undertaken with the co-
operation of the UK Financial Services Authority, and includes
increased oversight of the US-owned, London-based ICE which
at the moment trades about 25% of US crude oil futures.  

But the CFTC major moves so far seem limited to
abandoning its proposals to increase position limits for traders
in the regulated exchanges, and to exempt index funds from
regulation; stopping deregulation rather than strengthening
regulation. 

It is doubtful whether the CFTC’s new focus on manipulation
of the markets will actually lead to any useful results.

And despite the fact that the 2008 Farm Bill provides for
CFTC oversight over electronic and overseas trading platforms,
there are still unregulated markets, including bilateral private
deals between larger traders.

What Evidence of Success
All these US actions—the CFTC ‘investigation’ announcements,
changes in margin requirements, changes in the US federal rate
affecting foreign exchange markets, pressure from congress, and
the US public’s confirmed apprehension over inflation,
particularly gasoline prices—happened at the end of May.

There have been a few days of violent fluctuation in the oil
price—as much as $10; nothing to established any new trend.
Certainly the price of oil is show no sign of going down.

And as for that world change in trading—stay tuned. ✐

have tea instead. However, as these fleeting dreams evaporated
behind my eyes, Alexander was pouring out tumblers of pink
liquor before them. The briefest of toasts was made by way of
politeness, we clinked glasses, and before I could say ‘cheers’, he
had downed his nectar in one gulp and was pouring a second
glass. I raised mine cautiously and my nose was immediately
accosted by a powerful smell of kerosene and strawberries; this
was no ordinary brew. 

You would be amazed at how appetizing cold fried eggs,
sardines, and green onions taste after such an aperitif, and then,
Oh Lord, he was refilling my glass. By the third glass I had the

formula figured out, I had not been a chemist for nothing.
Alexander had evidently produced a batch of homemade
strawberry wine with extra sugar thrown in for good measure.
The post-fermented brew was therefore a sweet strawberry
flavoured liquor which he carefully decanted into a ten gallon
plastic barrel (I’m not making this up—I saw the offending
apparatus two weeks later), then added an equal volume of
vodka. Equal volumes containing 12% and 40% alcohol
respectively produce an elixir of about 26% spirit, if my
arithmetic serves me correctly. Tumbler the third went down
effortlessly, and would you kindly pass the sardines? ✐ 

Unforgettable Saturna
Dear Editor:
Members of five Pender Island young families, from Spring
Leaves Family Learning group, and I recently spent two nights
and a day participating in the Saturna Ecological Education
Centre (SEEC), a program based at Saturna Elementary School.
Parents, grandparent, children and their resource teacher all had
a fun and learning-ful time, and we’re still raving about it! 

We would like to thank the staff, our high-school instructors
and our seven new Saturna Elementary friends for giving us this
fantastic opportunity to live and learn nestled in the arms of
nature. We would also like to thank  the school’s neighbours and
Saturna residents in general for sharing their beautiful island
with us.

Julie Johnston, Pender Island ✐
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Every move is a good move.

Take the ActNow BC Healthy Living Pledge at actnowbc.ca
and you’ll be eligible to win a Whistler family getaway.

PLEDGE

& 

W
IN

Making small, simple lifestyle changes

can improve your children’s health. 

It’s easier than you think. Help your

family get active and start making 

healthy lifestyle choices. Resources 

are available through ActNow BC

to help families be more active.

ActNow BC is a part of the provincial

government’s efforts to encourage

British Columbians to live healthier lives 

through increased physical activity and 

improved nutrition.

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…

We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.

Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

250.539.2936

SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND
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KAZAKH JOURNAL from page 2

RE-REGULATION from page 1

Island Savings Credit Union and Coastal Community Credit
Union are holding discussions to determine if there is mutual
interest in formal merger talks between the two organizations.

The discussions are preliminary in nature and are intended
to determine whether the credit unions should proceed to a
Memorandum of Intent. The agreement would set some general
principles for the merger discussions and outline the next steps,
developing a business case and conducting due diligence. If
these steps proceed positively, both Boards will recommend
whether to continue with the merger process, which will also
include regulatory and member approval.

The combined organization would serve over 120,000

members in 26 communities across Vancouver Island from Port
Hardy to Victoria. The merged credit union would have 35 credit
union branches, 28 insurance offices, nearly 1,000 employees,
and $2.6 billion in balance sheet assets. The organization would
have the largest branch network among financial institutions on
Vancouver Island and the Islands. 

Among BC credit unions, it would rank as third largest by
membership and fourth largest by asset size. The organization
would continue to be a membership-owned, Island-based,
community-minded credit union focused on serving Island
communities, says their press release. ✐

Credit union merger



BBuulllleettiinn  BBooaarrdd
PAYMENT WITH ORDER ONLY - VISA CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED • Phone 250-629-3660, Fax 250-629-3838          Email: islandtides@islandtides.com • Next DEADLINE: June 18, 2008 

BULLETIN BOARD BOXED ADS – 1.5”, 2” & 3”– $20 per inch+gst— multi-issue discounts       BULLETIN BOARD WORD ADS  - $16.80  for 25 words or less, 27¢ per additional word

D. A. SMITHSON 
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252  or
250-478-6937

SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg  iinn……  
PPVVCC  DDeecckk  MMeemmbbrraanneess  &&
AAlluummiinnuumm  RRaaiilliinnggss for

Sundecks� Garage Decks
and Roofdecks�

CCAALLLL DDAAVVEE WWOOOODDEE
CCOONNTTRRAACCTTIINNGG::

��������

����������  oorr  
����������������		��������

SSeerrvviicciinngg  tthhee  GGuullff  IIssllaannddss

AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

MMOOVVEEDD
HHOOMMEESS

40+ buildings 
available

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-606-2237

RReenntt  oorr  LLeeaassee
Quality Pre-Owned 

Cars & Minivans

GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

WWee  wwiillll  ppiicckk  yyoouu  uupp  
ffrroomm  FFeerrrriieess  &&  AAiirrppoorrtt

225500--665555--55003388
11--880000--880099--00778888

MMaaccDDoonnaalldd  PPaarrkk  RRooaadd,,  SSiiddnneeyy

MMoonntthhllyy  RReennttaallss  
ffrroomm  $$555500

MMeennttiioonn  tthhiiss  aadd  &&  ggeett
1100%%  ooffff  ffiirrsstt  mmoonntthh’’ss

rreennttaall..

GGSSAA AAuuttoo  RReennttaallss  

FFOORR RREENNTT

SSTTAANNDDIINNGG SSEEAAMM
MMEETTAALL RROOOOFFIINNGG

FFOO RR WWAATTEERR
CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIOONN SSYYSSTTEEMMSS

ALSO
TORCH-ON MEMBRANE

SHAKE & SHINGLE

Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

LA
NCE VAESENRROOOOFFIINNGG  

LLttdd..

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

Fax 250-383-2198

• Residential and 
commercial well drilling

• Well pump and water 
treatment systems

• BC Licenced Driller 
since 1994

• FREE on-site consultation
• Hydro fracturing to 

improve low yield wells

1 866 834 1600  /   250 391 6107
www.alliancedrilling.ca

COMPLETE WATER 
WELL SERVICES

ALLIANCE DRILLING

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing 

• Custom Flashing 
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters  

1-877-652-0599
Member:  Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca 

HHOOMMEE  &&  PPRROOPPEERRTTYY  SSEERRVVIICCEESS

YOUR BUSINESS WILL BE SEEN LOCALLY &
ACROSS THE STRAIT OF GEORGIA

250-629-3660
islandtides@islandtides.com
Boxed ads start at $30

250-629-3660
www.islandtides.com
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KLYNE
CONSTRUCTION

Project
Management

• Residential, multi-residential,
& commercial management

• High-end specialist
• Boat access locations 

welcome
• Serving Gulf Islands and 

Vancouver Island

Al Klyne 250-539-9887
alanklyne@telus.net

MMAARRIINNEE HHEELLPP WWAANNTTEEDD
Bread Baker. Must be pleased to
live on Saturna Island, flexible
hours, 16-40 a week, self-motivated,
strong enough to lift 50 lb on a
regular basis, prefer experience-
will train. 250-539-2591

SSTTOOLLEENN
Reward for information or
whereabouts of goods stolen, sold
for profit or given in kind from: 575
Fernhill Rd on Mayne Island
(across from Fernhill Centre).
Please call Shelley Moore collect @
604-454-4914 or 604-591-7167 or
contact the RCMP and quote file
#2008-384

PPRROOPPAANNEE

VViissiitt  UUss AAtt
WWWWWW..PPRROOPPAANNEEWWEESSTT..CCAA

11--888888--775544--55005544

FFRROOMM TTHHEE TTAANNKK
TTOO TTHHEE

AAPPPPLLIIAANNCCEE
&& EEVVEERRYY--
TTHHIINNGG IINN
BBEETTWWEEEENN

Pre-Season
Specials!

ISLAND 
EXPLORER
PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LTD.

Southern Gulf 
House & Cottage Rentals

PENDER LONG TERM: Newly
renovated 2 storey home. 3
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms plus
den/office. $1200/month.

Licensed Property Management
on the Gulf Islands since 1994.

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

FFOORR SSAALLEE
OdorBeGone septic vent air cleaner.
Removes sewer gas coming from
vent stack. Filter lasts 4-5 years,
Canadian company. $79 includes
taxes. www.odorbegone.ca 250-373-
2272.

RREEAALL  EESSTTAATTEE
Saturna Island view property for
sale. .64 of an acre by the ferry
terminal. Asking $149,000. Contact
Nancy at 604-266-4027  or  Jon at
604-266-5433. Details at
www.southlandsinsurance.com/pro
perty/saturna.htm

Waterworks 
Bulk Water Delivery Ltd
• 3000gals Drinking Water •

Tank Filling, Cleaning,
Sales & Rentals

Pool Filling
CRD Health Approved
250-474-7912

FREE!
Scrap Car,

Truck, Bus &
Equipment 
REMOVAL

No Wheels?
No Problem!
Gulf Islands •Victoria

Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

����		��������������		��
aalluummiittuubbss@@tteelluuss��nneett

SSeecchheelltt��  BBCC

CCoommee  oonn  iinn!!
wwwwww��aalluummiittuubbss��ccoomm

WWoooodd��FFiirreedd
HHoott  TTuubbss

Electric Bikes
Trikes & Scooters
Specially selected for

Gulf Islands use.
Fantastic new bike and

electric technology.
Call Louis Vallee 
250-539-5317

FAAC Gate
Control Systems

Custom Built
Aluminum Gates

Tait Technical
Solutions

Authorized Service Technician

250-537-5268
samander@telus.net

WWEELLLLNNEESSSS
SSiiddnneeyy  BBooddyyTTaallkk

A balanced body can heal itself

Lorna Chant, CBP
250-686-9654

9764 Fifth Street, Sidney 
(second floor)

www.sidneybodytalk.com
Safe, Non-invasive, Amazing!

Long term rental available on
Galiano. 2 bedroom secluded cabin.
$750.00/mo. Contact 250-479-8071

A recent study commissioned by Health
Canada found that over half of Canadians
surveyed reported high levels of stress, with
one-in-three reporting high levels of burnout
and depressed mood. A quarter of the workers
surveyed say they are even having fewer
children than they’d like because of difficulties
balancing work and family. BC is one of the top
provinces for work-life conflict.

Work-life stress can also trigger more serious
mental health problems in people who are
already vulnerable. That’s why the BC Division of
Canadian Mental Health Association, along with
a number of CMHA branches in BC, offer mental
health workshops to employers, managers,
unions and human resorces representatives on
how to create supportive workplaces for people
with mental health problems.

‘Competing demands can make people feel
pulled from different directions: when they’re at
work, they feel guilty about not doing personal or
family activities; when they’re at home, they may
feel guilty they didn’t finish the work that they
wanted to,’ says Bev Gutray, executive director of
the Canadian Mental Health Association’s BC
Division. ‘It’s a kind of catch-22 where our
mental health and relationships often pay the
price. It’s time that we as individuals and families
look at this issue, but it’s also time managers and
organizations take a hard look at the mental
health of their workers.’

Work Till You Drop …
Meanwhile, amendments to the Pension
Benefits Standards Act (PBSA) will give British
Columbians the chance to work more.

‘More than a quarter of British Columbia’s
population is over 55 and many do not want to
retire at 65,’ said Finance Minister Carole
Taylor. ‘It’s important to ensure that people
have more choices when planning for their
retirement, including how long they work and
how they build their retirement savings. These
changes provide more options.’ 

Individuals may now choose to begin
receiving their private pension at age 71, up
from the previous maximum pensionable age
of 69.  This will allow older workers the option
to stay in the workforce longer while they
continue to build their retirement savings. The
increase in the maximum pensionable age will
apply to pension plans registered under British
Columbia’s PBSA. It will also apply to RRSP
and life income funds that consist of funds
transferred from BC registered pension plans. 

In addition, amendments will allow BC
registered pension plans to provide phased
retirement benefits. Individuals aged 60 or
over, or 55 and over and eligible for an
unreduced pension, will be able to work and
contribute to their pension plan while
simultaneously collecting a portion of their
pension benefits. 

Could it be that they can’t afford to retire? ✐

Work less—or more…RTI from page 7
new music show for children I have seen for
many years. The songs are masterfully crafted,
the musicianship is superb and the
choreography delightfully engaging.’ 

Boaters Paradise
The bakery vessel Atrevida, pictured on the
front page, was once a five-car, 40-passenger
ferry which operated from 1931-1955 between
Nanaimo and Gabriola and then, from 1955-
1969, it operated between Texada Island and
Westview. This splendid vessel is now a neat
floating bakery operated by Judy and Lee
Griffin as their home & office.

Freshly baked cinnamon rolls are available
for boaters anchored out in Montague Harbour
on most weekends in the summer. The
Atrevida usually arrives on a Thursday
afternoon and departs on the Monday morning
according Galiano waterfront residents who see
the boat dispensing yummy treats. 

Pleasure boats cram into sheltered
Montague Harbour in great numbers, often
rafting together in groups of six or eight.
Boaters then take their little dinghies or paddle
in kayaks over to the ‘Breakfast Boat’ which
advertises ‘Fresh Bread, Cin-buns & Fruit Pies’
on big red sign on the side of the old ferry boat.
Pay your coin and float away with breakfast or
visitors can come aboard and sit beneath the
parasols to sip coffee and relish the fresh baked
goods! Quite the life on the water at Montague. 

Hennie Schnare

Mayne Island’s Honouring
Figure

A native Coast Salish 20ft cedar sculpture is
being carved and will be placed in Emma and
Felix Jack Park, where it will welcome all to
Miners Bay village. Sponsored by Mayne Islands
Garden club, our first public sculpture will be
carved by John Aitken, a direct descendant of
Emma and Felix Jack.

John Aitken (aka Johnny Jack), an
accomplished Salish carver, has been
influenced in his design by other Coast Salish
‘Welcoming Figures,’ found in Port Alberni, the
Victoria Museum and North Vancouver.

We have honoured the former Japanese
residents of Mayne Island with our very well
known Japanese Commemorative Garden.
With this sculpture we are taking a step toward
honouring the original inhabitants of the
Island, in particular, their descendants, Emma
and Felix Jack.

The community has been very supportive of
this project. The red cedar logs for the carving
have been donated by Richard Brown and we
are well on our way to our fundraising goal.

On Aboriginal Day, in June next year, we
will celebrate the unveiling, complete with
Coast Salish entertainment.

The Home and Garden Tour on June 29 is
sponsored by the Garden Club and all proceeds
will go to the figure and its installation in the
park.                                                Liz Howard ✐

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

ISLAND
MARINE

Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile

Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

WATER TAXI
Serving All The

Southern Gulf Islands

Docside Charters
(based out of Sidney)

250-217-4488



T
he letter ‘D’ was a difficult choice for me in my series of
stories. Would it be DeCourcy Island and Brother Twelve
or Dionisio and more about the Spanish explorers? But

no, some dark thought lead me to D’Arcy Island and the sad
story of BC’s first leper colony. 

Leprosy does not carry the same terror and loathing that it
used to. Remember how people reacted when the AIDS
epidemic became common knowledge in the ’70s and gay men
were dying in droves. It was seen as a plague from God to strike
down evildoers, a horrifying fate worse than death, a foul
contagion that spread on poisonous vapours, etc. Magnify this by
a factor of 100 and give it a 4,000 year history and one gets an
idea of the old world’s reaction to leprosy. 

The promise of a railroad stretching from East to West across
the continent on Canadian soil was the pay-off for the western
territories, especially British Columbia, to join Confederation
and make up the country of Canada as we know it today. To take
on the building of a transcontinental railway was the task of men
of extraordinary ability and drive.

To take on the task of pushing that rail line through the
mountainous interior of BC was the work of supermen. It also
required a nearly endless supply of cheap labour that nobody in
power cared much about. With the initiation of regular
steamship service across the Pacific Ocean this need was filled
from the port cities of China. So began the European love/hate
relationship with the Chinese on this coast. 

Leprosy was known to exist in the teeming cities that grew up
around the European nations trading ports of China. And so a
Quarantine Station with appropriate personnel was established
just outside of Victoria at Albert Head and later William Head as
this was the Port of Entry. It was not just for the Chinese, though;
there was smallpox, cholera, typhoid, bubonic plague, and on
and on, which anyone might carry. It was a time when the
profession of medicine had far more diseases than cures and
isolation of the infected ones was the tactic of choice. There were

so called ‘pest houses’ where
the afflicted were put to
recover or die. But leprosy,
carrying the horrific, even
biblical terror, that it did,
demanded further isolation. 

An island was selected,
close enough to be monitored
but surrounded by enough
water that escape was not an
option. It is a small, lovely
island off the east side of the
Saanich Peninsula in Haro
Strait. Named by Captain
Richards of HMS Plumper
after Lieutenant John D’Arcy,
RN mate of HMS Herald,
which visited this coast on a
1852-1854 surveying expedition. 

Cottages were erected on
D’Arcy Island, rudimentary
amenities were installed,
supplies of food were boated
along  with medical visits, but otherwise the lepers were left to
themselves. Official visitors to the island noted the conditions as
appalling. 

The trip to D’Arcy Island for an afflicted person was one-way
only. At the time there was no treatment, no cure, only the heart-
rending despair of waiting to die as the disease progressed. The
population varied from one to six over the years. 

In 1924 the colony was moved from D’Arcy to Bentinck
Island near Race Rocks. The old shacks were burned and only
concrete foundations and the memories remain. Phillip Teece in
his wonderful book of local, small boat cruising, A Dream of
Islands, describes strange feelings as his boat Galadriel lay

$49.00 $52.00

Accommodation & Attractions      
Vancouver Island & Around the Georgia Strait (plus the Pacific!)

MAUI 
Vacation Condos

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views

Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

CCAAMMPPGGRROOUUNNDD
In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest. 1o min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or 3 min drive. 

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx


�� Rainbow Rd
Salt Spring Island
250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

Central Vancouver Island
‘HOLIDAY HOUSE’
B&B Motel • Rooms

Vacation Suites
FREE PICK-UP

20 min from Nanaimo Ferries
10 min from Nanaimo Airport

VICTORIA PICK-UP
Free with 1-week stay
1-888-310-2299

www.ladysmithoceanview.com
www.bbvacation.com
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Water Taxi Eco-Tours Whale Encounters 
Fishing Charters Boating Instruction

poetscruise@shaw.ca
www.poetscove.com

Wish You 
Were Here!

SS
TT

OO
FF

EE
RR

ART

GGAALLLLEERRYY

5305 East Road
Denman Island
www.stofergallery.com
stofer@telus.net

250-335-3246
Visa/MC

Pender Island
Oceanfront Suite

www.morningmoon.ca250-629-6579

Experience the restorative powers of nature

at Morning Moon Guest Suite

Affordable • Self contained

Spa treatments available

Photo: Derek Holzapfel

‘The wind beneath my wings….’ Rare view of a bald eagle chick.

Five acres OVERLOOKING SILVA BAY
1 & 2 BEDROOM COTTAGES, fully equipped 
MARINA with fuel dock (VHF66A)
CAMPGROUND with showers & laundry
BOOK & MARINE CHART STORE

PAGE’S RESORT & MARINA

3350 Coast Road, Gabriola Is. 250-247-8931 www.pagesresort.com

Docks de Realty
Hope Bay Pender Island

Ltd

NEW! Virtual Tours - visit

www.propertyonpender.com

1-866-629-3166

3701 PORT ROAD
3 BR, 3 BA, 1476 sq.ft.

Fantastic Views

$439,000

4602 PECOS ROAD
2 BR, 1 BA, 1020 sq.ft.

Oceanfront Cottage

$649,000

Build for the view
on this private 0.94 

acre building lot

$145,000

OPEN HOUSE!
JUNE 21, 1 - 3pm

OPEN HOUSE!
JUNE 21, 1 - 3PM

FEATURE 
PROPERTY

GIL MOUAT
Office/Res. (250) 537-4900

www.gilmouat.com 
gil@gilmouat.com

WATERFRONT GANGES HARBOUR
A residential or recreational investment.

Offered @ $834,000 ML#242373

THE BEST KEPT 
SECRET ON SSI

anchored off the island one night; ‘I woke up thinking there was
no escape … I was trapped there forever … a most depressing
feeling.’

I’ve met people who will not set foot on D’Arcy believing that
leprosy still lives in the soil of what was once known as the Island
of the Living Dead. Myself, walking around among the
foundations, then used as a place for drinking parties of young
people from the Peninsula, apart from a natural empathy for
what happened there, I felt nothing strange. These days D’Arcy
Island is part of the Gulf Islands National Park Reserve and
administered by Parks Canada.

We now know that both HIV and leprosy are not as
contagious as formerly feared. The discovery of Sulfa drugs long
ago made prevention and control of leprosy possible; as have the
many recent drugs, treatments and preventative measures to
deal with HIV. 

But both these scourges continue to exist, in Africa especially,
where millions of the poorest in the world have not been give
access to life-saving information, treatment or low cost drugs. ✐
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