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The arrival of the growing season was celebrated on Mayne Island last month with a May Day celebration that had all the
symbolic trimmings: garlands, maypole, May Queen, Green Man, a grass labyrinth, fairies, music, dancing and games, and a
procession from the Farmers Market to Miners Bay Park. (Mayne is famous for its colourful, albeit, short parades.)

Bill banning water export passes after
Atamenenko bill
Security and Prosperity Partnership hearings would ban ‘terminator’
Two items recently introduced in the House of
Commons oppose measures that may be on the
agenda of the Security and Prosperity
Partnership of North America (SPPofNA).
Peter Julian (NDP member for
Burnaby–New Westminster) introduced a
Private Member’s Motion on March 29 which
attempted to set out policy with respect to
international trade treaties. It remains on the
order paper (see box, ‘M308’ on page 10).
The House of Commons International
Trade Committee also brought forward a
Motion (originated by MP Serge Cardin, BQ
member for Sherbrooke) that called on the
government to establish clearly with the US and
Mexico that trade in bulk water was not covered
by the North American Free Trade Agreement.
After an ‘acrimonious’ three-hour debate,
this motion was carried on June 4, by a vote of
134-108, with all the Conservatives voting
against, and some Liberals abstaining or
absent.

Bulk Water Trade
Both of these motions arose from concerns over
activities which are apparently taking place
under the SPPofNA. These concerns were
brought to the fore at a series of hearings held
by the International Trade Committee, at the
instigation of Mr Julian. A majority of the
members of the committee are from the
opposition parties. At about the same time
(April 27), a closed door meeting of
businessmen and officials in Calgary had,
among other things, bulk water trade on the
agenda.

Pesticide Residues
The government has recently indicated that it is
considering ‘harmonizing’ regulations on
allowable pesticide residues on agricultural
products with US standards. The US allows
higher residues on 40% of the pesticides it
regulates. Canada’s residue limits apply to both
domestic and imported food, and were
described as a potential ‘trade irritant’ by
Richard Aucoin, chief registrar of Canada’s Pest
Management Regulatory Agency.

The SPPofNA ‘Umbrella’

Both motions serve to illustrate the wide variety
of concerns raised by activities taking place
under the SPPofNA umbrella. The
International Trade Committee hearings may
well have been the first official exposure of
parliamentarians to its implications.
The SPPofNA is described by its supporters
as ‘not an agreement, nor is it a treaty’ (either
one of which would require legislation). It is an
unlegislated framework established by the
governments of the US, Canada, and Mexico to
integrate the economies of the three countries.
It was established at a meeting in Waco,
Texas, March 23, 2005 by President George W
Bush, Prime Minister Paul Martin, and
President Vicente Fox, and is being
implemented
by
a
number
of
intergovernmental working groups, led by
ministers and senior officials from all three
countries.
These groups are guided and supported by
organizations representing big business in each
country: the Council on Foreign Relations in
the US, the Canadian Council of Chief
Executives, the Consejo Mexicano de Asuntos
Internacionales in Mexico, and the North
American Competitiveness Council (NACC).
The May 2005 report of a task force
representing these three organizations set out
SPP0fNA objectives (see box, ‘Objectives of the
Security and Prosperity Partnership of North
America,’ on page 2).
Since these groups do not publish the results
of their deliberations, and since their proposals
are designed to be put into effect without
attracting public attention or requiring
legislation, citizens of the three countries are
left to guess at what is being proposed (this will
sound very familiar to British Columbians
aware of the TILMA trade agreement with
Alberta which can into effect on April 1).
Lack of debate, justifiably, has the Canadian
public apprehension.
Ron Covais is president of Lockheed Martin,
a member company of the NACC. Macleans
WATER EXPORT, please turn to page 2

seeds in Canada
A Private Member’s Bill introduced in the House of
Commons seeks to ban the use of ‘terminator’ seeds in
Canada.
Traditionally, farmers have kept back some of the
seeds from each year’s crop to provide seeds for the
following year. ‘Terminator’ seeds, sold by agricultural
supply corporations, are genetically modified to ensure
that this cannot be done, since seeds from the crop will
not reproduce—they terminate in one season. This
forces farmers to buy new seed every year.
The genetic modifications, which may also result in
higher yields and tolerance for certain fertilizers or
pesticides are usually patented. The US has permitted
such patents for many years, and has written protection
for such patents (as ‘intellectual property’) into many
international trade agreements.
In India, massive lawsuits have attacked such
patents, and the matter is still before the courts. Recent
moves by the Bill Gates Foundation and the Rockefeller
Foundation to distribute such seeds in Africa have also
raised concerns.
MP Alex Atamenenko (NDP member for BC
Southern Interior) introduced a Private Member’s Bill
to outlaw the use and patenting of ‘terminator’ seeds.
The Bill ‘prohibits the release, sale, importation and use
of organisms incorporating, or altered by, varietygenetic use restriction technologies (V-GURTs), also
called ‘terminator technologies’ that have the result of
preventing the reproductive viability and survival of the
organisms (eg. plants) or their offspring (eg. seeds).’
Atamenenko’s Bill (C-448) points out that Canada is
a signatory to the Convention on Biological Diversity. A
decision taken by the parties to the Convention has
recommended that ‘in the current absence of reliable
data on genetic use restriction technologies, without
which there is an inadequate basis on which to assess
their potential risks, and in accordance with the
precautionary approach, products incorporating such
technologies should not be approved by Parties for field
testing until appropriate scientific data can justify such
testing, and for commercial use until appropriate,
authorized and strictly controlled scientific assessments
with regard to, inter alia, their ecological and socioSEEDS, please turn to page 11

Warm and dry weather forecasts are
putting the Coastal Fire Centre on alert.
Fire danger ratings are expected to rise
from moderate to high in many areas.
Fire crews are preparing for an increase
in fire activity as a result.
To date, the Coastal Fire Centre has
responded to 21 wildfires, all of them
person-caused. On the same date last
year, crews had responded to nearly
twice as many wildfires. There are
currently no open fire restrictions in
effect in the Coastal Fire Centre,
however this could change as
temperatures increase. Call 1-8883FOREST for updated information on
restrictions and bans throughout the
coast.
Take extra care when working or
travelling through wildland areas this
summer. Although the public reports
nearly half of all wildfires in BC, most of
these are caused by people and are
preventable. To report smoke and
flames call 1-800-663-5555 or *5555 on
most cellular networks. ✐

Bus service for
Salt Spring
The Capital Regional District, BC
Transit, and local action groups have
been working hard to create a transit
service for Salt Spring Island. Approval
by local taxpayers is necessary to
establish the minibus service. If
necessary approval is achieved next
month, the bus service would
commence in January 2008. Salt
Spring would join BC Transit’s 77
existing transit systems and use the
provincial fleet of red, white and blue
minibuses.
Initially,
two
24-passenger
minibuses would provide service
Mondays through Fridays with some
Saturday service during the summer
months. The routes would be between
Fulford, Ganges and Vesuvius, and in
and around Ganges. The system would
service the major seniors’ residences,
townhouse developments, hospital and
medical offices, schools and Upper
Ganges malls and the Ganges Village
core area.
Buses would operate on fixed routes
and schedules, though they may also
detour to pick up and drop off
passengers where possible. The buses
will have bike racks and be liftequipped to provide service for
passengers using mobility aids like
scooters, wheelchairs and walkers.
Every effort will be made to coordinate
with BC Ferries schedules.
BUS, please turn to page 8
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Commentary by Margaret Griffith

What’s Wrong with Galiano Island?
AT FULFORD HARBOUR
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10.8
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3.0
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2.2
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1.7
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I am sometimes asked what’s the matter with Galiano? Nothing
really, except that the Island is only 50 minutes by ferry from
Tsawwassen, and the Mainland population is burgeoning. And
land use on the Island has become a game any number can play.
We rely on bylaws to keep development within the Island's
capacity to absorb it. In summer, the Island depends on
groundwater. At a time of climate change, rain gauges (one
belonging to the Ministry of Environment) warn of diminishing
supply. There is an urgent need to store the winter rains for
summer drought.
The times demand a forward perspective for development.
But Galiano’s planning difficulties began long in the past, when
MacMillan Bloedel (MB) discarded the half the Island they held
in Tree Farm 19 onto the real estate market in District Lots that
averaged 150 acres, accessed by easements which the public may
not use to reach the foreshore and a public park. The land sale
was advertised as an ‘investment in Paradise within reach of
three international airports.’ Purchasers had full knowledge of
protective bylaws adopted in 1991.
Sixty-five of those forest lots now belong to 25 corporate
bodies responsible to their shareholders. Between the court cases
that heard a challenge by MB of the protective bylaws adopted in
the face of this planning crisis, it would be fair to say that every
purchaser of lands designated for forestry in the Official
Community Plan (OCP) applied for subdivision development.
This stopped with the Appeal Court decision that came down in
August 1995, confirming the validity of the challenged bylaws
continuously from their date of adoption, January 1991.
The Appeal Court decision is still resented by some people.
WATER EXPORT from page 1
magazine quoted Covais as saying that the directive from the
SPPofNA’s ministers was, ‘Tell us what we need to do and we’ll
make it happen.’
‘We’ve decided not to recommend any things that would
require legislative changes…’ Covais was reported to have said,
‘…because we won’t get anywhere’.

The Calgary Meeting
In late April, about 25 industry, government, and non-profit
sector representatives from all three NAFTA countries met in
Calgary behind closed doors under the sponsorship of the Centre
for Strategic and International Studies (a US think-tank), the
Conference Board of Canada, and the Mexican Centro de
Investigacion y Docencia Economicas (CIDE). On the table was
an initiative entitled the ‘North American Future 2025 Project.’
(The Conference Board was the organization that provided the
study used to justify the creation of the TILMA agreement
between BC and Alberta, which happened without legislative
debate in either province.)
The agenda was reported to include ‘water consumption,
water transfers and artificial diversion of bulk water’ considering
‘joint optimum utilization of the available water.’
MP Peter Julian says he ‘crashed’ the Calgary meeting, and
that this action ‘forced the Harper government to pull its
delegation,’ missing the final session.
Commenting on the meeting, Maude Barlow, of the Council
of Canadians, said: ‘It is not only that Canada would suffer from
water scarcity through these ill-conceived projects. It is that the
planet would suffer from such massive transfers of water.
Displacing water from one place to another spreads
desertification. We need to address drought through sustainable
conservation strategies administered by the public sector.’
It should be noted that at the Quebec City Summit of the
Americas, the US president told a reporter that he saw Canada’s
water resources as part of America’s energy security.

Minority Government Tactics

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

• harvesting
systems
• design
• installation
• service

BOB BURGESS
tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com

www.rainwaterconnection.com

Given Canada’s minority government situation, together with
the obvious reluctance of the Conservatives to draw attention to
SPPofNA negotiations, opposition politicians have resorted to
the tactic of introducing motions in Parliament which would bar
actions to implement anticipated SPPofNA initiatives.
This is how it came about that in late April the Commons’
International Trade Committee met to discuss the SPPofNA,
following efforts by Julian. They heard enthusiastic endorsement
of SPPofNA from the Canadian Chamber of Commerce and the
Canadian Council of Chief Executives.
But the executive director of the Canadian Council for Policy
Alternatives described it as ‘the umbrella for a vast array of
security and economic initiatives underway to further integrate
the North American market. It’s a NAFTA-plus or deep
integration initiative.’
He added, ‘I am concerned that hidden by the sheer size and
scope of the SPPofNA, projects are underway that may not be so

Against this backdrop, the current OCP, which now permits a
residence to approximately 50 acres (20 hectares) in the forest
designation (subject to rezoning, so that development of these
large lots will observe sensitive ecosystems), is to be amended.
The proposal put before us removes the need to rezone. It does
not provide appropriately robust environmental guidelines.
Here are the players in the game of landuse on Galiano
Island.

The Private Managed Forest Land Act
Galiano’s current OCP predates this Act and so the The Private
Managed Forest Land Act (PMFL) does not apply to Galiano
unless a bylaw is adopted that impacts private managed forest
uses. The proposal for OCP amendment placed before us by the
Local Trust Committee (LTC) will bring us into compliance with
the PMFL.
Minister Bell explained to me in a letter that where land is
admitted to private managed forest (potentially 42% of Galiano),
almost 1,000 hectares is already admitted, the PMFL Act will
exclude the ‘intrusion’ (his word) of local government (on
Galiano, the Islands Trust).
Minister Bell also explained that clearcutting is permitted but
not mandatory under the Act. Galiano’s current OCP restricts
clearcutting, using development permits. But the PMFL Act
over-rides permits issued by local government, including
building permits.
PMFL permits a dwelling to each registered lot plus an
uncapped number of dwellings for forestry staff. The landowner
GALIANO COMMENTARY, please turn to page 5

Objectives of the Security and Prosperity
Partnership of North America
Make North America safer:
• Establish a common security perimeter by 2010.
• Develop a North American Border Pass with biometric
identifiers.
• Develop a unified border action plan and expand border
customs facilities.
Create a single economic space:
• Adopt a common external tariff.
• Allow for the seamless movement of goods within North
America.
• Move to full labor mobility between Canada and the US.
• Develop a North American energy strategy that gives
greater emphasis to reducing emissions of greenhouse gases a regional alternative to Kyoto.
• Review those sectors of NAFTA that were excluded.
• Develop and implement a North American regulatory
plan that would include ‘open skies and open roads’ and a
unified approach for protecting consumers on food, health,
and the environment.
• Expand temporary worker programs and create a ‘North
American preference’ for immigration for citizens of North
America.
Spread benefits more evenly:
• Establish a North American Investment Fund to build
infrastructure to connect Mexico’s poorer regions in the south
to the market to the north.
• Restructure and reform Mexico’s public finances. Fully
develop Mexican energy resources to make greater use of
international technology and capital.
Institutionalize the partnership:
• Establish a permanent tribunal for trade and investment
disputes.
• Convene an annual North American summit meeting.
• Establish a Tri-national Competition Commission to
develop a common approach to trade remedies.
• Expand scholarships to study in the three countries and
develop a network of Centers for North American Studies.
beneficial and may privilege private interests over public interest.’

Elimination of Canadian Standards
On May 1, Barlow told the Committee, ‘The Security and
Prosperity Partnership is not, as its proponents claim, about
eliminating the ‘tyranny of small differences’ among the three
NAFTA countries. It is quite literally about eliminating Canada’s
ability to determine independent regulatory standards,
environmental protections, energy security, foreign, military,
immigration and other policies…’
The International Trade Committee continued to hold
hearings on the SPPofNA until May 11. That day, Gordon Laxer,
WATER EXPORT, please turn to page 10
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
ave you noticed how quiet it is on
Saturna? All of our school kids went off
on their long-awaited BC road trip last
week, leaving new-born James Davies and newwalker Liam Sohier to keep up the kid quotient.
Off the travellers went; backpacks on each
child, special stuffed kitty or something for that
secure feeling, tons of advice and food, kisses
and pats from every mother not going. And a
slightly harried look from all the parents and
Steve, our teacher, who were going!
A report from Jasmine—via mom, Mei Man
Lee—indicated that black bears and large biting
bugs were an eye opener. Jasmine celebrated
her 7th birthday on the road with a
marshmallow roast at a park near Jasper. The
next day they went wading in a glacier fed lake,
Lac Beau Verte, and the list goes on. The kids
have planned every part of this trip as part of
their schoolwork. They have charted the
geography, measured and calculated the
distances, made maps, wrote to the kids in the
schools with whom they were to stay, and
studied the wildlife that they might see.

H

Spring Wildlife
Suddenly there are baby garter snakes
slithering and sleeping all over the warm spots
in my garden—what an array of coloured
stripes. I like garter snakes and they like the
rock walls that form all the flowerbeds. Slugs
evidently don’t like garter snakes as there are
none anymore.
Our new national park interpreter, Athena
George, organized ‘Birding by Sound.’ Harvey
Janszen, who has been studying birds for a long
time, had 18 eager participants including two
Pender parks personnel and Pender bird
expert, David Manning (who is doing a
mapping project on Gulf Islands’ eagle, osprey
and peregrine falcon nests). We met at 8:30am
at Winter Cove Park, a great birding place
because of the contiguous seashore, meadow,
and fresh water. According to Harvey, East
Point Park is another highly appealing spot,
especially for fall migrants.
Guess which bird is most abundant on
Saturna? You guessed robin? According to
Harvey, it’s the Pacific-Slope Flycatcher. ‘Never
seen it,’ you say. Listen to this description from
Sibley Field Guide to Birds: ‘Usually yellowish
overall. Similar to Yellow Bellied Flycatcher and
indistuishable from Cordilleran Flycatcher;
best identified by voice.’ By the identifying
picture, the book says to note the drab adult
phase or bright adult phase.
The best time to hear birds and have fun
identifying and watching their behaviour is
spring. Many flycatchers and warblers migrate
up from Central America arriving here from
late March to early April. By the first two weeks
in April they are lustily singing their songs:
defining and defending their nesting areas. By
the last two weeks of June they are tending to
young and become much quieter. At the end of
August, they are quietly molting their feathers
and growing in new ones, teaching the young to
fly and storing up for the journey back to
Central America.
Harvey explained how learning birdcalls
from tapes opened up his study of birds
immensely. He said that before the birding
season begins he listens to the tapes to get them
fresh in his mind. Many birds are far more
recognizable by their calls than sight. There is a
whole range of small birds that flit quickly
about, catching tiny bugs high up in the trees,
not easy to see—even with good binoculars.
They make Winter Cove glorious with their calls
this time of year. Harvey had noted 21 species of
birds there the day before and mentioned that
we were a bit late in the day and that the birds
seemed quieter for some reason.
We listened to eight different warblers and
flycatchers on tape. It was interesting to stare at
nothing, shut down the visual dimension and
gear up the audio sensitivities. Hmm! Difficult
to discern the differences—this would take time
and study. Phrases like ‘slightly more buzzy,’
‘more sibilant with a softer staccato’ brought a
laugh when someone said it sounded like wine
descriptions, if you threw in ‘with a hint of
citrus’ or some such palaver!
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We had to leave the picnic area, where we
were practicing listening and identifying,
because a white crowned sparrow was so loudly
defending its picnic table we could not hear the
more distant calls. Besides being barely
distinguishable, birds can fool you. Bewick’s
wrens will apparently imitate other bird calls
very well. Harvey related that several times he
has become very excited thinking that some
rare find is about only to discover a dapper
Bewick’s wren as the source.
There are a lot of birds out there, hundreds,
in the bushes and trees at Winter Cove, each
liking some aspect of the Douglas fir forest;
high, low, closer to bushes or water courses.
Harvey broadened the scope of bird watching
yet another magnitude for many of us.

Saturnina Sails Again
Richard Blagbourne is working on one of the
community’s great assets, our Spanish replica
longboat, the Saturnina. He is giving Saturnina
her yearly overhaul before she is launched for
her season of duty at the Parks & Recsponsored Taylor Point ‘Row, Hike, Paddle’
event, and ferrying visitors back and forth from
their boats to the wharf at the Saturna Lamb
BBQ on July 1.
Richard is very interested in having more
people trained as coxswains so that the boat can
go out more often. Contact Richard if you have
an interest in learning.
Saturnina has been challenged once again
to a race (on June 13) with the larger wooden
longboat from Galiano. So far, we have won this
race all three times. It starts in front of the
Saturna Point Pub goes around buoys in Lyall
Harbour and back. The Saturnina is nimble
and quick, Nancy Angermeyer is an excellent
coxswain and Hubertus Surm, Richard
Blagbourne, Alan and Ilka Olsen, Jon Guy and
Priscilla Ewbank are tough, power-house
rowers!

Lamb BBQ Preparations
Saturna Lamb BBQ is coming up fast. The
workbees continue with a big effort at the
Winter Cove site on June 16. Lunch will be
served on the picnic tables. Bring tools to cleanup and trim: lawnmowers, weed-whackers,
clippers, shovels, rakes, wheelbarrows. This is a
great workbee, companionable, a lot gets
accomplished and lunch is good. All are
welcome; kids are great to bring.
On June 29 and 30, workbees take place at
the hall and on-site, ending with racking the
lambs on the eve of the Big Day. All are
welcome to participate, newcomers will find
lots to do; everything from rowing the
Saturnina, to serving Spanish rice, to working
in the dart booth. We will have a special
Vancouver evening ferry sailing to take people
back to the Mainland. Clean-up is July 2.
The Lamb BBQ field is a fine venue for local
crafts and wares, contact Linda Carson. Saturna
Library is looking for book donations for their
sale at the Lamb BBQ.

Tours With The Moneys
Carol Money will be doing a talk/tour called
‘Green in the Garden’ on June 16. Carol has a
fabulous garden and a wonderful sense of
colour and texture. The next day at 10:30am
her hubby John Money, organizer for Park &
Rec events, will be leading ‘Bashing through the
Bushes with John.’ John takes interested
Islanders on walks that lead to old homesteads.
He has a wealth of stories and anecdotes about
forgotten Islanders and the lives they created
here on Saturna.

Protecting Canada’s Boreal Forest
Don Young and Gord Edwards, Ducks Unlimited

ew spectacles of nature capture our
imagination as do the ribbons of
waterfowl filling the sky as they fly north.
This spring, there was something both amazing
and reassuring as the birds headed to their
breeding grounds.
More than 10 million ducks and nearly three
billion songbirds annually go to Canada’s
Boreal Forest to breed and raise the next
generation of North America’s birds. It is a
timeless event that includes more than 35
species of ducks, geese and swans.
We watch this winged phenomenon, yet few
of us ever pause to consider where these
creatures are going and what would happen if
their nesting habitats were degraded or
destroyed.
The recent appeal to the Canadian
government by more than 1,500 respected
scientists from 51 countries, urging it to support

the Boreal Forest Conservation Framework,
confirms the importance of the North American
Boreal region. Fortunately, the majority of the
Canadian Boreal Forest—North America’s bird
nursery—is presently considered ecologically
intact. But industries like mining, timber, and
oil and gas are already active in the forest. The
Boreal Forest is considered one of the largest
forest and wetland ecosystems left in the world.
Not only does it provide critical habitat for
countless species of birds, but it’s also
important for a myriad of fish and wildlife (like
the grizzly bear, wolf and the endangered
woodland caribou). It’s also home to many
native First Nations communities.
The Canadian Boreal Forest provides
protection against global warming. It’s the
single largest land-based carbon storehouse in

F

BOREAL, please turn to page 11

NORTH PENDER ISLAND
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE
Visit our web site at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca

E-mail: information@islandstrust.bc.ca

TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY PLANNING COMMISSION
APPOINTMENTS
The North Pender Island Local Trust Committee is requesting expressions of interest for
up to eight (8) positions on the special Transportation Advisory Planning Commission.
As required by the Local Government Act, appointees must be electors of the North
Pender Island Local Trust Area and two-thirds (2/3) of the APC must be residents of
the North Pender Island Local Trust Area. When submitting your application, please
indicate if you already sit on the “ad hoc Transportation Committee”.
Please send your expression of interest, listing your related experience for these
positions, by 4:30 p.m., Friday July 20, 2007 to:
North Pender Island Local Trust Committee
c/o Kathy Jones
Islands Trust
Suite 200 - 1627 Fort Street
Victoria, B.C. V8R 1H8
Fax: (250) 405-5155 or Email: kjones@islandstrust.bc.ca

electric bikes - a convenient truth
• zero emissions! • 20 cents per 100 km!
• no insurance required! • no license required!

from
$1,449
Electric Coast Urban Vehicle Co. is your electric scooter, electric bicycle and conversion
specialty shop carrying BC’s largest selection of quality power assisted scooters and bicycles.

electric coast U RBA N V E H I C L E C O.
238 East Esplanade • North Vancouver • 604.985.1615
www.electriccoast.com

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Quarterly Meeting
On Monday, June 4, the Saturna Community
Club held its quarterly meeting in the
community hall, resplendent with a refinished
floor.
Dawn Wood, head of the Health Committee
reported that plans are finalized for the
ambulance building. Earle Nelson has
volunteered to write out applications for grant
monies. The clinic has purchased some epipens for emergencies with those who are wildly
allergic to things—$100 each. We received our
$10,000 yearly grant from VIHA. Just about
SATURNA, please turn to page 10

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643
NANAIMO

More daily flights home from the Mainland
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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ast week the Prime Minister was away at the G8 Summit
in Europe, apparently attempting to construct a ‘Made-inCanada’ greenhouse-gas policy by merging European
action plans with Chinese and Indian reluctance and US
intransigence. This was equivocation on an international scale,
and did Mr Harper and his mouthpiece, Mr Baird, no credit. It
did Canada no credit, either.
Meanwhile, back at the ranch, Green Party leader Elizabeth
May rolled out a plan that made all the other political parties look
like wimps.
It sets a new agenda for mitigating climate change—the
agenda we should have had all along. Her challenge to the other
parties: ‘Please steal these ideas!’
The centerpiece of the Green’s Green Plan: a tax on carbon
emissions of $50/tonne, rising to $100/tonne by 2020 ‘if
necessary’. This figure originates with last fall’s economic report
of Sir Nicholas Stern (and, by some coincidence, is the figure
suggested some months ago by Island Tides).
May makes it clear that the tax would be ‘revenue neutral,’
with matching decreases in income and payroll taxes. It’s ‘taxshifting’, not tax-increasing. She estimates that, at the $50 level,
this would amount to only 12¢ on a litre of gasoline (less than our
current monthly price variation). Despite this, in a spontaneous
knee-jerk reaction, all three of the other opposition parties
immediately opposed it (that’s why they are called ‘opposition
parties’). The Conservatives, their central command and their
mouthpiece out of town, were at least temporarily mute.
The carbon tax is the basic incentive that drives nearly all
aspects of the Plan. It’s the stick that finances the carrots for
renewable energy development, building retrofits, electric
vehicles, payments to farmers for carbon sequestration, GHG
caps and carbon trading for major industrial emitters, penalties
or rebates for forest companies. But it’s not the only fiscal
measure; the Greens’ Plan includes the withdrawal of subsidies
from coal, oil, gas, and coalbed methane, and from road-based
transportation initiatives like the Pacific Gateway project.
The taxes and incentives would be backed up by policies,
standards, and regulations on energy efficiency and GHG

L

Readers’ Letters
Kindness of Strangers
Dear Editor:
A heartfelt thank you to that anonymous person who handed in
my shoulder purse to the ferry shop on the Tuesday, June 5
morning Queen of Nanaimo run. Your kindness enhances us all.
Pam Adams, Salt Spring Island

Transportation System Shared By All
The following was sent to the Minister of Transportation and
sent to ‘Island Tides’ for publication.

Fax: 250-386-3382

107-2740 Bridge Street, Victoria V8T 5C5

What is a
property worth
without water?

• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING
TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

Drilling the Islands since 
 
SSI:   
www drillwell com drill@drillwell com

WATERFRONT PROPERTY
FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND

Honourable Kevin Falcon:
We want the province to increase revenues to offset any new
increases in costs and fees that the BC Ferry Corporation plans
to impose on travellers. We also want to see a reversal of the
legislation that removed the marine highway system from the
rest of the provincial highway system and of the premise that all
or even some of the routes should pay their own way through
fees.
We believe that it was wrong to remove the marine highway
from the overall BC transportation system and to treat it
differently when it is not. We also feel that it is not fair to require
the users of the coastal ferries to pay all of the costs of operation
especially when, as the Ministry of Transportation’s website
states, ‘All inland ferries are free of charge to users.’ As some have
pointed out, asking us to pay the entire cost of our ferries is like
asking everyone who lives on any road on the Mainland to pay
out of their own pockets all of the real costs for the building and
maintenance of all the roads and bridges upon which they drive
every day!
We also do not feel that it is fair or right for British Columbia
to spend millions of dollars to attract tourists to our beautiful
islands while asking the residents to bear the costs of
maintaining the ferry system for everyone else. The Ministry of
Tourism states in the ‘Tourism Action Plan’ that BC wants to
double tourism revenues by 2015. Even though tourists pay for
their trip to our beautiful islands, it is the residents who are being
asked to keep the system going year-round for all.
We live on Salt Spring Island and, as residents of British
Columbia and owners of property, we believe in supporting
public services throughout the province with our taxes as long as
they are fair and equitable. For example, we gladly support
funding public schools even though we no longer have children
in school because we recognize that others helped to educate our
son in turn. We believe that educated youth are a benefit to all.
We also willingly pay for a better transportation system
throughout the province even though we rarely drive on any of
the roads or bridges in British Columbia other than those on Salt

JAKOBSEN
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604-948-0434
WWW.WESTCOASTLAND.NET
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604.261.5619

Spring Island and in the Victoria area. We only ask for fairness.
As residents of British Columbia, we all benefit from our
contributions to the whole. Let’s return the marine highway
system to where it belongs: a part of the provincial system and
supported by all residents of British Columbia.
Susan and Tony MacLeod, Salt Spring Island

Marine Sewage

Dear Editor:
Thank you for keeping Islanders up to date on the Islands Trust
court action against Ganges Marina. It is heartening to see the
Trust stand firmly behind the preserve and protect mandate
especially in the face of the marina’s argument that ‘…all marina
facilities should be exempt from local government regulation.’
Your readers may be interested in the South Pender Local
Trust Committee’s recent decision not to further consider
Bedwell Harbour Marina’s expansion proposal at Poet’s Cove
Resort until the marina develops an acceptable plan to deal with
boat sewage. Protection of the marine foreshore and the sensitive
intertidal zone, not just for this generation but also for
generations to come, must remain a high priority for the Trust.
Paul Petrie, South Pender Island

Golfing Round the Islands
Dear Editor:
I am a resident of Gabriola Island and enjoy reading your
Community Newspaper. I want to comment on last edition’s
‘Golfing Round the Islands’ story. You mention that Andre
Lemieux gets teased about being the odd man out by having
worked as an airline pilot. He is our neighbour and we know for
a fact that he is a graduate of the Royal Military College,
Kingston, and received his RCAF pilot wings. So, he is not really
‘the odd man out’!
Looking forward to the next issue.
Gisela Cavill, Gabriola Island ✐

Prevent drowning deaths
Heading to the beach or pool deck with a good book is a great
way to relax this summer—unless you’re the parent of a young
child. Toddlers can drown in less time than it takes to read one
page and in mere inches of water. Parents need to keep their
children within arms’ reach and visual supervision at all times
whenever they are in or near water.
Drowning is the second leading cause of injury-related death
for Canadian children between the ages of one and four years
old. Contrary to common belief, drowning can occur very
silently. Dr Murray Fyfe, VIHA’s medical health officer, says,
‘Children can become unconscious and begin drowning in as
little as ten seconds.’ While life jackets offer a certain amount of
protection, they are no substitute for parental supervision. ✐

WEATHERED

WOOD?
BRING IT BACK TO LIFE!

ASSOCIATES

JEWELTREE WOOD CARE

C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes

PROFESSIONAL, ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY FINISH
AND RESTORATION FOR ALL YOUR WOOD;
SIDING, ROOFS, LOGS & TIMBER FRAMES, DECKS,
FENCES, WINDOWS, DOORS, ETC…

$189,900
TO

emissions throughout the country; a cap on fossil fuel extraction,
and a phasing out of electrical generation from coal, oil, gas, and
nuclear plants. Every program funded by Ottawa would be
subject to a ‘carbon conditionality’ clause. There would also be
funding for adaptation to climate change, and strategies to
curtail development in areas of high vulnerability.
May proposes that carbon taxes should be applied to exports
of fossil fuels to countries that don’t have carbon taxes of their
own. Does she mean the United States? Without a major change
in US policy, undoubtedly yes. And there are many other aspects
of this Plan which will run headlong into the provisions of
NAFTA and the aspirations of the ‘Security and Prosperity
Partnership.’
Many of the proposed policies and taxes will be seen as ‘trade
barriers’ by those who think only of trade. Others will be termed
‘economic suicide.’ Nonsense. Would we prefer a slow and
painful deterioration?
We may not be able to meet our current Kyoto commitments,
but there is no excuse for wimping out and not giving it a
damned good try. May reaffirms her support for the Kyoto
process, and proposes that ships and planes be included in the
future. And yes, she sets targets, and target dates, all worked out
and added up.
There is much detail in the full Greens’ Plan, leaving little
doubt that the change to an ‘energy efficient, high tech, low
carbon economy’ will affect every aspect of government policy,
the economy, and the life of Canadians over several generations.
In that sense, it is radical; but given the task of fighting and at the
same time adapting to climate change, how could anything less
be justified?
This Plan requires a Canadian government that is able to
think for itself, that has the courage of its (and Ms May’s)
convictions, and that fully employs its sovereignty, self
confidence, and independence to provide an example to the
world.
That is what leadership looks like. Ms May is demonstrating
it. Will Canada? ✐

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com

KEEP YOUR INVESTMENT BEAUTIFUL
250-210-1178
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‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42.40! • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)

Saturdays till Sept
Galiano Saturday Market—come rain or shine—eat great
food, listen to music and support the local economy; a little bit of
everything: arts and crafts, market gardeners, healing arts and
fleamarket • Lions Park, Burrill Road • 10am–2pm • Info:
Deborah Roberts, 539-2107 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Saturdays till Thanksgiving
Pender Islands Farmers’ Market—‘Come drop by ’cuz you
just never know what you’ll find or who you’ll meet!’ Fresh local
produce; baked goods and cheeses; local art and artisan works. •
Community Hall, Bedwell Harbour Road • Every Saturday
9:30am–1pm • ON PENDER ISLAND

Thurs, June 14 & 28; Sat, June 23
Pender Film Group Screenings—THURS JUNE 14: The
Italian (2005) Russian boy adopted by an Italian family; SAT
JUNE 23: Here Today Short film by local filmmaker Ted Johnson
looks at recycling heritage buildings. Manufactured Landscapes
(2006) A photographer’s observations on changes in global
landscapes; THURS JUNE 28: Bridge to Terabithia (2007)
Family Film Night • Community Hall • 7:30pm • Admission by
donation • Info: www.penderislands.org, click ‘events’ • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, June 23
Open House—tour this delightful 3+
bedroom, 3 bathroom tenderly cared for
home and garden featuring: artist’s studio,
completely fenced and private parklike yard,
new roof, established orchard, tree house;
light refreshments served in the garden;
hosted by Dockside Realty • 3775 Privateers
Road • 2–4pm • Info: 1-866-629-3166 • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, June 16 & 17
Eco-Weekend—Saturday
Transportation
Fair/Forum
sponsored by Earth Festival Society, ISEA & SSI Conservancy;
Sunday Eco-Home Tour, sponsored by SSI Conservancy •
Sat: 10am–3pm, 6:30–9pm; Sun: 10am–4pm • Fair and Forum
free; Homes tour tickets: $25 or 4/$90 @ Salt Spring Books,
www.saltspringconservacy.ca, and tour day 9am–1pm at Gulf
Islands Secondary School. Info: SSI Conservancy 250-538-0318,
www.saltspringenergystrategy.org • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, June 16 & 17
Denman Island Home and Garden Tour—includes Des
Kennedy’s homestead with its stone pathways and terraces; plus
nine more imaginative homes and glorious gardens, old and new;
scrumptious lunches—‘One of Canada’s six ‘must do’ garden
events—Globe & Mail • Both days 9:30am-5pm • Tickets:$15,
reservations: denmangardentour@hotmail.com, 250-335-2918
•Info: 250-335-2576 or www.denmanis.bc.ca/gardentour • ON
DENMAN ISLAND

Thursday, June 21
Songwriters in the Round—Mae Moore,
Lester Quitzau, Shari Ulrich and David Essig,
with Chris MacLean (Galitcha) and Jane
Eamon, will kick off the first night of Red
Cedar Songwriter Camp with an intimate
public concert—fill your heart and head with
song and find your inner folkie! • Community
Hall • 8pm • Tickets: $20 in advance @
Southridge Country Store and Talisman Books
• ON PENDER ISLAND

Sunday, July 1 Canada Day
Saturna Island Lamb Barbeque—traditional lamb dinner,
children’s games, live entertainment, beer garden, arts and crafts,
moorage at Winter Cove, shuttle to/from ferries dock (sorry, no
dogs) • Winter Cove Park • Grounds open 10am-4:30pm; dinner
served 2-3pm • Dinner tickets: $18.50 adults, $12 children • Info:
www.saturnalambbarbeque.com, mgaines@saturnacan.net 250539-2452 • ON SATURNA ISLAND

Wed, July 4 to Sunday, July 13
Jewels and Binoculars Tour—Zula
presents jazz trio playing the music of Bob
Dylan: from Amsterdam Michael Moore
(reeds) & Michael Vatcher (percussion) with
New Yorker Lindsey Horner (bass) •
DUNCAN : July 4,
Garage Showroom;
VICTORIA: July 5, Open Space; PENDER: July
6, Community Hall; NANAIMO: July 7, Hope
Lutheran Church; GABRIOLA: July 8 & 11,
The Roxy; HORNBY: July 12, Joe King
Ballpark, COURTENAY: July 13, Joe’s Garage; ROBERTS CREEK:
July 14, The Gumboot; VANCOUVER: July 15, Western Front •
Tickets: $15 at the door • Info & Reservations: 250-247-7123,
hey@zula.ca, www.zula.ca • SOUTHERN COAST TOUR

September 9 to 16
Health and Wellness Adventure Week—an amazing week
of whole foods, daily Egoscue group classes, gentle yoga and
wilderness adventures; relax, rejuvenate, rediscover • Luxurious
Bear Cove Cottages Resort, Port Hardy • $1100 per person,
limited space, book early • Info and registration:
www.bearcovecottages.ca, 1-877-949-7939, www.egoscue.com •
NORTH VANCOUVER ISLAND

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT!
islandtides@islandtides.com
250-629-3660
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Commentary by Patrick Brown

Dealing with Government
XXIX : ‘The fact of the
matter…’
The scene is Question Period in any legislative body. Or a media
interview. Or a public meeting. The question is thoughtful and
carefully framed. There is a short pause as it hangs in the air,
tangible and curious.
Then the respondent draws himself up to his full height (like
the caterpillar in Alice in Wonderland), buttons his coat, clears
his throat, faces the camera (rather than the questioner) and,
assuming his most authoritative demeanour, intones: ‘The fact
of the matter is …’
Whatever follows is almost certainly not an answer to the
question. Certainly nothing that will add to the viewer’s
understanding, or advance the discussion. At best, a half truth—
0r a fraction of the truth ranging down to zero—maybe an out
and out lie.
But what’s really going on? What you see here, ladies and
gentlemen, is a status contest.
The questioner’s motives may not be entirely innocent. In
addition to seeking new information, he may be trying to
embarrass, tease, or attack the respondent. However, the
respondent could ignore the innuendo, answer the question in a
straightforward manner, or promise to find the answer and
convey it later. He could display respect for the process, the
questioner, and good manners—even wit. A soft answer, as the
Bible saith, turneth away wrath.
But no, the respondent avoids discourse, rejects
enlightenment, chooses to humiliate. He seeks to belittle the
questioner, to imply that the questioner is ill-informed and
irresponsible, and that his question displays ignorance and even
total and deliberate disregard of the truth.
The respondent, by his body language, his tone of voice, and
his presentation of what he is about to claim as ‘the fact of the
matter,’ attempts to establish that he is the fount of all
knowledge, the lord of all he surveys, and the ultimate authority.
His statement of ‘fact’ is intended to imply that whatever
claims suggested by the questioner are actually utter fictions. Or
worse, contrary opinions, beneath consideration.
‘The fact of the matter…’ is intended not just to respond to the
DISCOURSE, please turn to page 10

GALIANO COMMENTARY from page 2
is free to build, blast, lay roads, apply toxic spray, regardless of
the impact on neighbouring lots.
Admission to and exit from managed forest is by application
to the PMFL Council. Admission requires a forest management
plan. Exit requires payment of a fee which expires when the land
is held as Managed Forest for 15 years. PMFL owners enjoy an
advantageous rate of taxation.
Enforcement is by the PMFL Council, made up of forest
owners and bureaucrats. Professional though they may be, it is
safe to say that they are more acquainted with the habitat of the
pine beetle than the needs of a community living on the edge of
a forest and impacted by it.
Anyone who qualifies can apply for admission to Managed
Forest. On Galiano, some 1,100 acres of non-conforming
subdivisions have been admitted. Some lots are as small as eight
acres. The forestry plans were written by an erstwhile
neighbouring forest owner. This is legal but eyebrow-raising.
Under the Regulations of the PMFL Act these subdivisions
will be entitled to some hundred dwellings to manage their
forests. The owners are a developer, a mortgage company and a
road construction company.
The Act has tentacles that reach beyond the forest. Any land
that qualifies in any zone can be admitted to managed forest on
request. If necessary, the required 25 hectare minimum can be
made up, as we have seen, of small lots.
The LTC will create a new zone to accommodate Managed
Forest lots admitted from outside the forest zones. It seems hard
to justify a proposal that calls itself a targeted review of Forest 1
lots when it clearly goes far beyond F1 in its impact on the whole
land base.
In the course of proposing to bring the Island into compliance
with PMFL Act, a statute inconsistent with the Islands Trust Act,
the LTC has refused a wider OCP review. I would remind the
LTC, gently but seriously, that it is empowered by the Islands

Trust Act, not by the PMFL Act, and not by the Divine Right of
Kings.
The people of Galiano need a complete examination of and
dialogue about such a far-reaching amendment to their official
community plan, their vision for the foreseeable future.

The Issue of the Small Lots
You won’t find these lots obviously marked on maps displayed at
any recent meeting. They are included in a general description of
undersized lots.
While the decision of the Appeal Court was pending, there
was almost a stampede of forest owners to subdivide their
properties, and these four developments managed to have their
lot lines registered. But the sprawl is unplanned, and its nonconformity has never been legalized.
The largest development, of some 800 acres, is out of scale for
the Island, stretching from Bodega Ridge Park to the waterfront.
As recorded above, it has been admitted to Managed Forest,
which will lead to extensive residential use if the trustees’ current
proposal becomes a bylaw. The proposal gives each lot only one
residence. I understand the PMFL Council has decided that the
forest staff could be accommodated in logging camps instead of
dwellings. So much for the landscape.
The people of Galiano need full disclosure and maps
concerning these major developments of the forest and
provincial government interest.

Then There is BC Parks
Parks is a definite player in the land use game.They are collecting
forest densities. The plan is that Parks will offer to return land to
the forest owners from whom they bought it. If the LTC proposal
before the community becomes law, the land will be returned by
the forest owners to BC Parks as a donation to the Crown; Parks
will use the permitted residential use in a development rights
GALIANO COMMENTARY, please turn to page 8
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• BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
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My 30+ years of banking experience
can get you bank rates O.A.C.
VERICO SELECT MORTAGE
205-1497 Admirals Rd, Victoria

BRUCE MACLEOD
Mortgage Consultant

bruce.macleod@vericoselect.com
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What are your
options?

Energy Options
energyoptions@telus net
 
 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island VK V



electrical contractors • solar • wind • microhydro systems

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…
We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.

Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD

250.539.2936
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LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

STANDING SEAM METAL ROOFING
FOR WATER COLLECTION SYSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157

~ Bill Schermbrucker

think most of us rookies at the Saturna Island Volunteer Fire the three instructors, Dennis, Jamie and Cam, who were not here
Department were quite nervous about going for Live Fire to beat up on us for our errors, but to demonstrate what to do,
Training in April. Experienced members of the department allow us to try, and make our inevitable mistakes, and then do it
had been through it and much higher level courses, and they told over, again and again … till by the end of the day there might be
us to expect sore knees and soaked turnout gear.
discernible progress.
Chief John Wiznuk had run us through simulations at extra
Then Ken left to go to his father’s funeral, leaving us in the
Tuesday night practices, so conceptually we knew what to capable hands of the instructors plus Kevin, the hard-working
expect: in a team of four, one member controls the water supply; air-tank refiller. There were eight of us from Saturna, the three
one is the Team Leader who gives the orders and maintains already mentioned plus Darryl, Jenn, Kevin, Steve and myself.
communication with the Incident Commander; and two There was an experienced firefighter from South Cowichan here
members take the hose in, one with the nozzle, the other with for a refresher but the tenth registrant didn't show up.
break-in tools.
The normal class would be four teams of three, but with only
In our simulations, we had dragged charged water lines up to nine today, Dennis split us into three twos and a three. He told
the door of our firehall office,
the old J. E. Money Medical
Centre, checked it for heat, and
sprayed it down with a short
burst. Low and to one side, we
cracked the door and shouted in
for victims, then crawled in and
pretended to see the flames over
by the computer and to confine
them with a couple of quick
nozzle streams. Then with wider
spray bursts we cooled the
ceiling, taking care not to bring
the heat level too low, then
pretended to break a window
for the all-important venting.
Once the imagined hot black
smoke vented so that the danger
of rollover or flashback was
reduced, we ‘put the wet on the
red’ to knock the flames down
completely and crawled in and
around doing our primary and
Photos: Darryl Davies
secondary victim searches and
then came out of the building,
all the while keeping in radio
us he would act as the Incident Commander throughout the day,
contact and checking the location of the other team members.
‘Communication!’ John told us. ‘Stay in communication with and a laminated Tactical Scenario card showed how our teams
would rotate: Rapid Intervention Team (to
the Incident Commander and in sight of one
size up the situation and report smoke
another at all times.’ We knew that, and we
location and type, and potential means of
knew our list of priorities: #1 personal safety;
venting and egress); Attack Team One;
#2 team safety; #3 department safety; #4
Attack Team Two; Rescue and
victim retrieval; #5 property protection. But
Rehabilitation Team.
knowing is different from ‘going live’.
We began donning our turnout gear of
Waiting for the ferry to head for Nanaimo,
flame-resistant fabrics, and the instructors
I ate lunch in the nearby Saturna pub with two
moved among us like backstage theatre
other rookies and listened to an experienced
costume hands, checking that we were
department member, predicting how we
done up for maximum protection,
would begin by being taken into a small room
especially round the head: Helmets with
and have a big fire lit in there and be shown
crown strap assembly, ratchet headband,
the thermal layer building downward. For the
PBI/Kevlar ear and neck protector with
first time, I experienced a twinge of visceral
Velcro, and a chin strap with (hopefully)
fear: we were going to be enclosed with fire, in
Stay low!
quick release buckle, all of which needed to
order to feel and see its danger, and learn how
be properly fitted to shield us as much as
to beat it without getting burned or worse.
possible from naked flame, super-heated air, and steam. We
Gearing Up
The Nanaimo Fire-Training Ground is an open yard of about a helped one another buckle the 14-kilo air-tank assemblies for our
hectare, with a few wrecked cars towed in and dumped for S(elf) C(ontained) B(reathing) A(pparatus) on our backs, put the
firefighter practice, and—our focus of attention—a four-storey mask assemblies on our faces, and kept readjusting things till we
concrete burn tower with a complex layout of rooms inside and achieved tight fits and good airflow. Already we were sweating.

I

Find out from your
Gulf Islands’ alternative
energy specialists
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Going Live!

CELL 250-361-5028

FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 21 Years

SCHOOL DISTRICT #64
(GULF ISLANDS)
Applications are invited for substitute/casual work
as Building Service Workers in all district schools.
Please refer to the School District #64 website at:
www.sd64.bc.ca/postings/postings.html for
further information on job duties, qualifications and
the application process.

various steel doors and windows and balconies, all smokeblackened.
We signed and witnessed one another’s waiver forms and sat
in a trailer full of gear, as Ken Ruddick, the administrator and coowner with his wife of E(mergency) R(esponse) T(eam) Training
Inc, spent the first hour on orientation. I realized this was a
serious requirement for our safety and ERT’s legal liability, but
the mood was jocular, as Cassie and Jerry and Lester responded
with outrageous ripostes to Ruddick’s mild ribbing.
By the end of the hour, it had been jokingly established that
Saturna VFD’s main purpose for being in Nanaimo was to steal
expensive and fancy items of equipment. The real message,
though, was camaraderie and trust: we were here to learn from

Meeting the Descending Thermal
Layer of Superheated Gases

Then we filed into a dark, concrete burn room. We were
instructed to spread out and drop to one knee, to experience the
build-up and descent of a thermal layer of superheated gases,
and we watched while a pile of tinder-dry wooden pallets in the
far corner was ignited with a propane flame thrower. This was
what Robert had described earlier in the Saturna pub, and I felt
the beginning of a panic attack, as the steel doors clanged shut,
and bright orange and red flames illuminated the concrete room,
and—most threatening of all—that cloud of hot, black, sooty air
kept building up and pushing lower towards us from the ceiling.
‘Open a door!’ I wanted to yell into the muffling outflow of my
SCBA, but Dennis signalled that we should now take off one of
our flame-resistant gloves and carefully lift a bare hand to feel
the descending thermal layer.
That was the moment when I met the enemy. I’ve been in the
Saturna VFD for a year-and-a-half, and have attended many
practices, some courses, a number of fire calls, a gas emergency,
several blocked roads with live power lines down, and quite a few
medical first responder pagings, but none of that comes close to
FIRE TRAINING, please turn to page 8

• Ties Like a boat
• Dock or buoy
• Launch in seconds
• Solar charging
• Remote-controlled

Our home package system makes
it easy to build your home, cottage
or vacation retreat.

Preserve your boat’s brilliance
Blue Water Systems Ltd.
The Marine Construction Experts

604-583-9999

Post and Beam, Timber Frame, and Log
800-663-2558 • 604-946-5421

www.bws-marine.com

Plumper Pass Lockup aka Mayne Island Museum ~ Helen O'Brian
attle and sheep rustling, smuggling and boat thefts were
robbing the early Gulf Island settlers of their livelihood. In
1893 their constant complaints finally reached the ears of
the provincial police with the result that Miners Bay on Mayne
Island was selected as the Islands’ headquarters for a special
constable. Its central location on the steamer route running
between Victoria and the Mainland and the fact that it already
had a wharf and a post
office made Miners Bay
the ideal choice.
The
constable
boarded at Mayne Island
House, operated by
William Robson, and
patrolled his district by
rowboat and on foot,
occasionally with the
assistance of a police
launch from Victoria. The
district of ‘Plumper Pass
and the Islands’ sounds
manageable to us today
but
just
imagine
patrolling, by rowboat, an
area that extended from
the US border to Porlier
Pass and from the
Georgia Straight to Vancouver Island with trials to be attended in
Victoria or New Westminster!
By 1896 the special constable’s caseload was such that a
lockup was deemed necessary and again, Miners Bay seemed to
be the logical site. A local resident by the name of Levan Cullison
was awarded the $320 contract to build the lockup on land
donated by Warburton Pike. It was a simple building containing
one room and two cells.
The constable had been boarding at Robson’s Hotel and
submitted his bills to the superintendent of police, now the

C
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department announced that the new lockup was to be his home.
They generously supplied him with a stove, table and chairs but
no bed! And, as an extra inconvenience, his personal belongings
had to be moved aside when the room was converted to a
magistrate’s court.
A man by the name of Henry Freer is recorded in the local
history books as the first to be incarcerated in the Plumper Pass
Lockup. The charge was
larceny. Apparently he had been
seen on Galiano Island
gathering wild plants for his
hair-growing and freckleremoving preparations and was
suspected of breaking into a
home. Poor Henry spent a few
uncomfortable days in the
damp jail before being found
not guilty.
The little building was used
as a lockup and courtroom until
the end of 1912 when
headquarters completed its shift
to Salt Spring Island. Sometime
later the jail was acquired by the
Mayne Island’s first resident
physician, Dr Christopher West.
He and his family used it as a
storage building until 1970 when they transferred it to the Mayne
Island Agricultural Society. As a Centennial Project the society
restored it for use as a local history museum.
Marie Elliott wrote in her history of the Plumper Pass
Lockup, 1981, ‘This sturdy little building was never meant to
shelter artifacts, only prisoners. But it has now served as a
museum longer than it ever did as a lockup. Furthermore,
through the generosity and hard work of many local residents a
LOCKUP, please turn to page 11

S ISLAND
A T UREALTY
RNA
Half-acre waterfront $447,000
Walk-on beach, SW exposure
Year-round protected moorage

Joan Combes, Broker/Owner
Susanne Middleditch, Realtor
866.539.2121 fax 250.539.5567
www.saturnarealty.com

1.5 acre Ocean View $550,000
Cedar log home and studio
Completely remodeled, turn-key
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New trail nears completion
Move over West Coast Trail—make way for the
North Coast Trail! A new 46-kilometer hiking
trail on Vancouver Island is scheduled for
completion this fall. Linking with the Cape Scott
Trail, north of Port Hardy, this is a new
opportunity for outdoor enthusiasts to
experience more of the beauty of British
Columbia.
The Northern Vancouver Island Trails
Society (NVITS), who is managing the trail
project, says there is a high level of enthusiasm
BUS from page 1
BC Transit will provide a share of core
annual funding as well as the minibuses,
planning and marketing. The local funding
partner, Capital Regional District, would
determine service levels and establish fares
based on consultation and input from Island
residents through a Salt Spring Island
Transportation Commission.
The bus service will require $61,000 from
local taxes (less than $12 per average
household/year). A CRD mechanism called a
counter petition will be used to gain Salt Spring
Island taxpayers’ approval for the scheme. In a
counter petition a percentage of electors must
formally object to the proposal rather than vote

in the community for the project. ‘The trail
opening will have a significant impact on the
North Island for years to come…’ said Al
Huddlestan, chair of the NVITS.
The North Coast Trail will be complete with
boardwalks, campsites, outhouses and bear
caches. The trail will make this spectacular
wilderness more accessible, but hikers should
always go prepared for the conditions. Check
www.bcparks.com for more information. ✐

for it. The counter petition is currently
underway and concludes in early July.
Supporters of the proposal, say that for
families making a commitment to live with one,
or no car, it would provide an opportunity for
getting around. The system will be especially
handy for those people living near Ganges, the
urban centre of the Island. They could leave
their cars at home, enjoy shopping and doing
errands; while helping reduce emissions, the
need for parking and reduce traffic congestion.
The Transportation Commission would be
working with the community to upgrade, refine
and improve the service. ✐

10-digit dialing for local calls on the way
All British Columbians will soon be required to
dial 10 digits instead of seven when making
local calls, according to a decision announced
recently by the Canadian Radio-television and
Telecommunications Commission (CRTC).
The CRTC has approved the industry’s plan
to extend the 778 area code currently in use in
BC’s Lower Mainland to all of BC to meet the
increasing demand for phone numbers in both
areas. Because there will be two area codes
covering all regions of the province, residents
and businesses will have to dial 10 digits for all
local calls, beginning September 12, 2008.
A ‘permissive dialing’ period will be
implemented to help callers get used to dialing
10 digits for all local calls. During that period,
GALIANO COMMENTARY from page 5
transfer scheme. We haven’t been told what
they have in mind. Their cards are held closely.
BC Parks is also asking that the largest of the
controversial subdivisions should rezone to the
Heritage Forest option, but instead of donating
the land to the community as an amenity it will
go to BC Parks. The Local Trust Committee is
accommodating this in a bylaw amendment.
I understand BC Parks wants the land for a
large parking lot to serve Bodega Ridge Park.
But Bodega Ridge was bought by community
members. They exhausted themselves paying
the interest until help came from other agencies
and stewardship was given to BC Parks. The
people of Galiano have a right to know what is
the reason for such a surge of traffic up narrow
Porlier Pass Road to the parking area. There
should be complete disclosure of the park
management plan.

Then There is the
Community
The community has asked to play but is
sidelined. The efforts of those at well attended
meetings to engage in review have been twice
FIRE TRAINING from page 6
this experience. You put your hand gingerly up
into the superheated layers of uncombusted
black smoke, and you realize what smoke is: not
just that familiar telltale evidence of something
burning; it’s a cloud of unburned fuel particles
waiting to burst into rollover, flashover, or
backdraft. In fact my foolish instinct to call for a
door to be opened might well have produced
just such a fatal catastrophe, by feeding fresh
oxygen to the starved hot layers.
Dennis had told us that any time we were
uncomfortable with our situation, we should let
an instructor know. I’m sure he meant this at
some level, but the trick in a VFD is to know at
what level the bar of discomfort is set. A fire
department has a different kind of reality than
the academic world where I’ve spent my
working life. Yeah, yeah, firefighters do discuss
stuff and ask questions, and the Chief is always
diligently warning us not to take risks—but
most of the time, we suck up discomfort and
just get on and do what’s needed.

Knocking Out the Flames
Right now, what we needed to do was to reverse
our animal instinct to flee from fire, and instead
learn how to go to it. Having met the enemy, we
started to practice the techniques for knocking
it out. Some people managed to connect up
their SCBAs smoothly without removing their
gloves, but not me. And each time, I took off a
glove, I felt tardy and exposed and hastened to
locate, rotate and click the air connector onto
the front of the face mask, usually with a
buddy’s help, and get my protection back in
place.
On, into the building, in our allotted team
roles. Over the course of the day, that
descending thermal layer of black
uncombusted smoke, and its parent the dragon
flame, became like living entities, malevolent
and dangerous, and we had to conquer them.
On one occasion, spraying too much water
upwards towards the ceiling, I caused a sudden
thermal descent, and saw my teammate Jerry
drop to the floor to escape the burning steam,
which now fogged our masks completely,

starting June 23 next year, callers who dial
seven digits will be reminded to dial 10 digits.
In the near future, consumers who apply for
new telephone numbers in the region currently
covered by ‘250’ only may receive them with the
new ‘778’ area code. No customers will be
required to change their existing telephone
number, nor will the geographic boundaries
that govern long distance calling be affected.
Ten-digit dialing is becoming normal
practice across North America. Many urban
centres across Canada and the United States
have already adopted this method of ensuring
there are enough telephone numbers for all
consumers. ✐

stopped. Money is being spent on process—but
no process is taking place.
There are plenty of creative ideas in the
community if they could be exchanged and
shared in dialogue. One idea is that since so
many forest owners have already shown a prior
intent to develop to a density of a residence to
20 acres, why not consider permitting them to
do so in a review now, without rezoning? This is
not radical, the community member suggests.
The land left over from careful subdivision
could be given to the Trust Fund Board to be
preserved forever as forest in its natural state.
This would be far more valuable to the
government, to monitor the coming vegetation
change, than clearcutting a last vestige of
coastal forest. Extra density could be given for
mature trees left uncut. This course would not
bring down the PMFL Act on this fragile coastal
unit.
Where appropriate, land left over could be
offered for affordable housing for which the
Island has a crying need.
GALIANO COMMENTARY, please turn to page 10

leaving us in darkness.
We sometimes had to crouch down or lie flat
beneath the smoke to see where the flames
were, in order to knock them down, and I felt
the weariness in my knees. As we rotated
through the scenarios, which the instructors
made a bit more difficult each time, we sweated
profusely, and when we had short breaks
between rotations for evaluation and
debriefing, we took off our helmets, masks and
jackets, and laid our SCBAs carefully on the
grass or the hoods of derelict cars. At one point,
I wrenched off my sodden T-shirt and wrung
the sweat out of it.
Back on Saturna, people have asked me how
the course was, and I’ve replied, ‘It was a
metaphysical experience.’ Why ‘meta,’ I ask
myself now, it was physical man! But rescuing
‘Wilson,’ the dummy victim, who was dressed
like us in turnout gear, made it a definite brush
with death, and the whole experience was
spiritual in that it bonded us as a team even
more than before.
To face a hot and fatal threat repeatedly,
while learning techniques to oppose and knock
it down along with your fellow firefighters is a
visceral, tribal experience. It removes social,
gender, age difference and makes us one proud
group.
Now we rookies are better prepared to fight
the enemy here on Saturna Island. Meanwhile,
till we get there, you’re on your own. So it’s a
good idea to check your fire hose and hydrant if
you have such things, see that your
extinguishers (essential!) are in order. This
means checking the pressure, and, if they’re
good but old, turning them upside down and
whacking the bottom with a rubber mallet or
something to free up the sediment, so that
when you squeeze that lever, out comes a good
fine spray of dry powder to smother your fire,
while we are racing to help.
Bill Schermbrucker is an Instructor Emeritus
at Capilano College, and president of the
Saturna Recycling Society. His novel ‘Mimosa’
won the Ethel Wilson Book Prize.

Warm Weather Months Mean Biking in BC
Tourism BC/Dannielle Hayes

Around Langley, Abbotsford and Chilliwack, cyclists can follow
country roads among farmland and nurseries before stopping
for a picnic in a park or at a mom-and-pop owned eatery.
The ventursome can navigate a vast web of trails including
cross-country routes, intense downhills, freerides with ladder
bridges, skinnies, teeter-totters and more, by taking the ferry to
the Sunshine Coast. Sprockids Mountain Bike Park offers the
opportunity to hone one’s skill before hitting epic trails with a
vengeance.
Should adventurers wish a screaming wild ride, a journey to
the mountains offers a world of rugged opportunity. Known as
the ‘birthplace of freeriding,’ the North Shore Mountains await.
There are some great places for single-track riding. Mt
Seymour’s signature ride CBC, as well as Ned’s Atomic Dustbin,
are sure to test any rider’s mettle.

Cycling the Stanley Park Seawall
n a bike, adventurers can flashback to their youth, get
some exercise and—in the case of fat-wheel riding—have
a wild adventure.
These days, there are two modes of bicycle riding; one for
road travel and the other for rugged trails. Whichever is
preferred, there are many choices of where to pedal in
Vancouver, and in the Coast & Mountains region.
Right in Vancouver, sight-seeers can cruise the seawall or
along the west side’s picturesque beaches. There is a cycling
route beneath the SkyTrain track which connects Vancouver to
Burnaby and New Westminster.
For more two-wheeled adventure, head to Richmond to
pedal peacefully along the dykes beside the Fraser River. Here,
as well as neighbouring Ladner’s country roads, are picturesque
places to combine biking and birding.
You don’t have to bike all the way, either. Bikes are
accommodated on many modes in Vancouver’s public transit
system. And you don’t have to bring your own, there are many
places to rent bikes in Vancouver, several near the entrance to
Stanley Park.
Out in the Fraser Valley, there are also easy rural rides.

O

In Whistler, riders can make some tracks amid classic trails,
replete with scenery rich in mountains, rivers, creeks and deepgreen forest. And for more, one can head to the Whistler
Blackcomb Mountain Bike Park, which promises over 200
kilometres of lift-serviced, adrenalin-fueled trail blazing. As
operators of the world’s largest and most successful bike parks,
Whistler Blackcomb is considered a pioneer in bike park
development.
Out in the valley, Chilliwack’s Vedder Mountain will rev up
hard-core riders, routed runways are everywhere. The
Squamish region rocks when it comes to single-track rides.
Should one journey out to Hope in search of a ride with a
view, the Kettle Valley Railway trail through Coquihalla Canyon
Provincial Park will make it a memorable trek. This 18 kilometre
(11 mile) round-trip starts at the Hope Visitor Centre, making its
way through the Othello Tunnels before heading back again.
These are just a few of the places that will thrill cyclists in
Vancouver, Coast & Mountains region. To find out about more
and to get all the information you need to plan your vacation—
where to go, what to see and do, where to stay—plus printable
maps to show you how to get there, visit
HelloBC.com/vcm/biking. ✐
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Vancouver Festivals and Events
Date

Event

May 18 - Sept. 9 (Every
Fri., Sat., & Sun.)

Vancouver Chinatown Night
Market

May 31 - Sept. 23

Bard on the Beach Shakespeare
Festival

June 14 - 24

Vancouver Francophone Summer
Festival

June 16 -17

Alcan Dragon Boat Festival

June 22 - July 1

Vancouver International Jazz
Festival

July 7, 14, 21, 28

Chinatown Arts & Cultural Festival

July 13 - 15

Vancouver Folk Music Festival

July 18

Tour de Gastown

July 25, July 28,
August 1, August 4

HSBC Celebration of Light

August 5 - 19

Festival Vancouver

August 18 - Sept. 3

The Fair at the PNE

For more information about Festivals & Events in Vancouver,
please visit HelloBC.com/vancouverevents.
Tourism British Columbia

Vancouver Museum

Vancouver is History,
Up Close and Personal
ancouver embraces history: from the alluring culture of
the First Nations to the raucous days when the city was
formed around the seaport. There is a rich marine history
in this ocean-front city as well as an industrial past that helped
form the bustling metropolis one sees today. For history buffs,
reliving and learning about the past makes for an idyllic
vacation.

V

To begin, visitors may wish to head to UBC to spend time at
the Museum of Anthropology. In an award-winning building
designed by Arthur Erickson and inspired by a traditional First
Nations post and beam structure, it houses artifacts and art of
the land’s first people. The Great Hall enchants with its amazing
totem poles; this museum boasts the largest collection of Bill
Reid’s work, a world-renowned Haida artist.
To relive the city’s early days, one can visit the Vancouver
Museum. Here also, the structure is eye-catching as its conical
roof resembles a traditional Coast Salish cedar-bark hat. It is
particularly stunning as it is located in Vanier Park, with lovely
lawns that sweep down to the ocean and look across at the
cityscape. Nearby, a cluster of attractions includes the Gordon
MacMillan Southam Observatory, H.R. MacMillan Space
Centre, and the Maritime Museum. So in one afternoon and
evening, one can revisit the past, observe the stars, learn all
about space (kids love the Space Centre) and enjoy exhibits that
chronicle the maritime heritage of coastal BC.
The historic district of Gastown is Vancouver’s oldest
neighbourhood and remains one of its most colourful. Named
for John “Gassy Jack” Deighton, Vancouver’s first saloon owner,
the neighbourhood holds fast to its charm with cobblestone
streets boasting artists' studios and designer shops, First Nations
galleries and antique stores in refurbished heritage buildings.
For a fun photo opportunity, a snapshot of the world’s first
steam-powered clock, along Gastown's main street, will prove an
amusing keepsake. ✐
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Agreement signed with First Nations
The BC government has signed an
Archaeological
Memorandum
of
Understanding with the Hul’qumi’num Treaty
Group (HTG). This will involve the First
Nations more completely in the archaeological
permitting process. It will enhance the sharing
of archaeological information and take First
Nation’s expression of their cultural traditions,
values and practices into consideration
throughout the process.
‘Our First Nations views and values will be
integrated into provincial heritage site
management decisions,’ says HTG chief
negotiator Robert Morales, ‘providing an
opportunity to honour and support our cultural
teachings of respect for these ancestral places.’
The Archaeology Branch and the
Hul'qumi'num Treaty Group have been in
discussion for the past three years, and have
agreed to a new relationship around the
management of archaeological resources

SHORELINE
DESIGN
www.shorelinedesign.ca

specializing in
water access
over steep
& rugged
terrain

250-629-8386

Peter Christenson
fully insured
excellent references

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that Saturna
Beach
Estates
Ltd.
of
Vancouver, British Columbia
intends to make application to
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for a 10-year
Commercial License for a
Dock Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown Land located
at Plumper Sound, Saturna
Island, B.C.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is #1413909. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed to
the Section Head, Crown Land
Ajudication Suite at 142-2080
Labieux Road, Nanaimo, BC,
V9T 6J9. Comments will be
received by ILMB until June 29,
2007. ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website
at
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/clad
/land_prog services/programs.
html
under
the
link:
Applications & Reason for
Decision database for more
information.

PLUMPER SOUND

Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau’s regional
office.

located within Hul'qumi'num traditional
territories.
The memorandum, which includes sections
on heritage site permits under the Heritage
Conservation Act, public education, and the
use of a computerized archaeological site
database, will be used as a pilot for improved
communications between the province, the
HTG, the Hul’qumi’num member First
Nations, local government, potential
developers, and professional archaeologists
regarding heritage sites and heritage permit
applications.
The Hul'qumi'num Treaty Group is an
organization that represents the interests of six
Vancouver Island/Gulf Islands Coast Salish
First Nations: Cowichan, Chemainus,
Penelakut, Lyackson, Halalt and Lake
Cowichan. ✐

SATURNA from page 3
every week, the medical appointments are all
booked. By the way, there is new procedure—
call the Health Clinic number and not Bev
Bruce at home. Lorna Archer-Quinn, our new
health nurse is getting familiar with the
Saturna community. Islanders have started a
dialogue on Saturna Community health service
costs.
We heard other updates and reports from
the Harbours Commission, Saturna Parks
Liaison, Parks and Recreation, and Emergency
Preparedness and about heritage status for the
hall. We made recommendations for
candidiates for Parks and Recreation,
Harbours, and Southern Gulf Islands
Emergency Preparedness commissions.
Bill Schermbrucker promises that the longawaited book on Gloria Manzano’s family will
be out in the very near future. He says it is
wonderful with many photographs and good
text. Several people have stepped foward to get
some of the technical challenges solved.
The Community is very interested in

maintaining the foghorn building at the East
Point lightstation and is working with Parks
Canada which has jurisdiction of it.
Saturna Women’s Club asked the
Community Club for suggestions as to where
people might put up commemorative plaques.
Since the club organizes the lovely memorial
teas in honour of Islanders who have passed
away, members are frequently asked this
question by families.
It was a full agenda and everyone met the
motion for adjournment with a sigh of relief!

University of Calgary professor and director of
the Parkland Institute, made a presentation on
energy security. He pointed out that Canada
had no energy policy, and that NAFTA required
that US demands for oil be satisfied ahead of
Canadian needs.
At that, the chair of the Committee,
Conservative MP Leon Benoit, summarily
adjourned the meeting, and left, with three of
the panel’s four Conservative members. (It now
appears that he may have got the idea from a
manual put out by the Prime Minister’s Office
which is reported to set out novel methods of
managing the government’s agenda.)
The Committee recovered from this
outburst and went on to produce a motion
which was duly sent to the House of Commons
(see box ‘Motion M-308, this page’).
Conservative MPs on the Committee
disassociated themselves from the motion. In the
Commons, they argued that a 1993 letter of
agreement made it clear that bulk water (‘in its
natural state’) was not included in NAFTA, that
the Canada-US Boundary Waters Treaty
protected waters along the border, and that
provincial bans on bulk water exports by nearly
all provinces would mean it could never happen.
They also argued that raising questions

about the coverage of NAFTA would be akin to
opening a ‘Pandora’s Box,’ opening discussion
of many other issues with US protectionists.
But Catherine Bell (Vancouver Island North,
NDP) said, ‘…The North American Free Trade
Agreement defines water as a service and an
investment, leaving Canadian water vulnerable
to thirsty foreign investors. Once Canada allows
water to be withdrawn and transported to other
countries for large scale industrial purposes,
foreign investors must be given the same
national treatment as Canadian companies. A
new national water policy must also ensure that
water does not become a tradable commodity
in current and future trade deals.’

This & That
The Saturna Summer Market is looking for
vendors for late June, July and August. If you
have something you want to sell, please call
Jody Bavis.
We are all invited to Saturna Elementary
School’s Open House on Tuesday, June 26 at
7pm. There will be drama, productions, songs
and a slide show of the road trip. ✐

WATER EXPORT from page 2
Motion M-308
In the House: Private Member’s Motion; 39th
Parliament, 1st Session; Mr Peter Julian (Burnaby New Westminster, NDP)
That, in the opinion of the House, the government should
ensure that all international trade treaties, agreements and
investment policies it develops and advances:
(a) adhere to ethical principles of economic justice and
fairness;
(b) uphold and respect international labour rights,
including a sustainable wage, basic benefits, and collective
bargaining rights;
(c) promote the advancement of women in social and
economic development;
(d) advance democratic principles, broad-based equality,
sustainable human development, and poverty alleviation;
(e) secure the Earth's natural environment and respect the
right and responsibility of people to maintain the global
commons through the sustainable use of their local and
traditional resources;
(f) are evaluated in the light of their impact on those who
are most vulnerable;
(g) involve the meaningful participation of the most
vulnerable stakeholders; and
(h) respect the legitimate role of government, in
collaboration with civil society, to set policies regarding the
development and welfare of its people.

Wait - There’s More!
A recent BBC report indicated that the US and
the European Union have created a new
‘economic council’ that would push for
regulatory convergence in nearly 40 areas,
including intellectual property, financial
services, business takeovers and the motor
industry.
At Queens Park in Toronto, all parties
supported a bill to protect Great Lakes water
from being sold or shipped across the
continent. ✐

DISCOURSE from page 5
question, but to bring questioning to a complete halt. That the
‘fact’ may be less than the whole truth, or a total lie, does not
change its effectiveness as a tactic.
It is just one of the tools of disrespect and discourtesy which
impede public discussion concerning the issues of the day. For
the viewer, it impedes understanding, invites skepticism about
both the questioner and/or the respondent, and creates
confusion.
Reducing debate on vital public issues to a status contest
between individuals results in a political system where bad
manners rule, and scoring ‘points’ is more important than the
truth; where winning is more important than wisdom, and ego
triumphs over integrity.
So nobody wins. We all lose. ✐

GALIANO COMMENTARY from page 8
If the Minister of Municipal Affairs is willing to give a grant
for a facilitator, she may also give some help in providing an
environmental planner on a short contract to draft these
developments onto a map without rezoning, referring to
sensitive areas and water recharge areas. The result could be
pleasing.
It’s just one suggestion … if only a comprehensive review were
permitted.

Then There are the Voices from the Past
There are the sounds of those who in 1973/4 engaged the
community in writing the first OCP to prevent MB from
subdividing much of the forest into small lots, including Galiano
Mountain and Lovers’ Leap.
Then, in 1974 there was the report of the committee that told
the Legislature, in support of the creation of an Islands Trust,
that the Islands were too important to the nation to be left to
developers and speculators,
Then in 1978 the Islands Trust Act was amended by Minister
Hugh Curtis, who predicted that there would be such
development pressure ahead that LTCs would be hard-pressed
to change their bylaws. We must be vigilant.
Then there were those who won a David and Goliath case in
court with the decision in the Court of Appeal that ‘the Islands
Trust Act is no mere piety.’
Do we build on these efforts? Or do we tear down?
Those of the future will judge what is done today. And what is
being done now desperately needs a large dose of transparency
and the people’s right to know and to be clearly heard.
There will be an Information Meeting on June 16 at Galiano’s
Lions Hall beginning at 10am. ✐
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FOR RENT

AUTOMOTIVE
GSA Auto Rentals
Monthly Rentals
from $525
Mention this ad &
get 10% off first
month’s rental.

Rent or Lease
Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Trucks
We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788
GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS
• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS

• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL
TRANSMISSION SERVICE
✔Road test by qualified
technician
✔Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
✔40-point driveline
safety check

only

39
for cars

$

.95
*

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230
Southern Gulf
House & Cottage Rentals
Pender Island: Beautiful views
and location. 2 bedrooms, large
landscaped property–$850.
Long and short-term rentals.
List with us. Licensed Property
Management on the Gulf Islands
since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

FOUND
Digital camera found on Portland
Island on May 14. Call to identify
250-653-0055

HOME DELIVERY

• 100% Financing—
No Down Payment
• Self Employed—
No Proof of Income
• Damaged Credit
• Discharged
Bankruptcies
• Bank Turned Down

Drink Pure
Mountain
Spring Water

Docside Charters

250-217-4488

1-866-999-9740

danielle.buchanan@vericoselect.com

FOR SALE
OdorBeGone septic vent air cleaner.
Removes sewer gas coming from
vent stack. Canadian company.
Follows all codes. $79 includes
taxes. 250-373-2272, 539-2550,
http://www.odorbegone.ca

HELP WANTED

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES
Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile
Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

MEETINGS

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

MOVED
HOMES

Pender Writers’ Circle Workshops:
Marketing Your Writing/Other
Creations. Details: 629-2085 or
email: tashbyrolls@cablelan.net.

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers

Five Million Dollar Fine
The purpose of the Bill is to prohibit ‘variety-genetic use
restriction technologies (V-GURTs) in order to protect the
nation’s farmers, national food security and the environment by
ensuring that ‘terminator seeds’ cannot be released, sold,
imported or used within Canada.’ It provides for fines up to $5
million and prison terms up to two years for individuals or
corporations who break the law.

Bill Would Bar Patents
The Bill goes further, however, in an attempt to prohibit
Canadian patents on terminator technology. Farmers in
developing countries have long complained of the use of US
patent laws to protect the DNA not only of newly developed or
modified plant and animal varieties, but also of traditional crops.
This tactic has been used not only by agricultural supply
corporations to protect seeds, but also by pharmaceutical
corporations to establish monopolies on plant products, even if
those products are identical to traditional remedies from

1-877-652-0599
Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

   

Waterworks
Bulk Water Delivery Ltd
Tank Filling, Cleaning,
Sales & Rentals
Pool Filling

CERTIFIED
SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Gulf Islands
Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan

1-250-744-6842

uncontrolled motorized recreation are other causal factors.
The scientists’ petition lists priority conservation measures
for the mountain caribou, including:
• An immediate moratorium on all logging in old-growth
forest that is current or potential mountain caribou habitat;
• Legislated full protection of all old-growth forest 140 years
or older within that area;
• No logging adjacent to critical habitat until the population
has recovered;
• Retention of some beetle-killed pine forests in or adjacent to
mountain caribou habitat;
• Much more aggressive restrictions on motorized recreation,
including snowmobiles, ATVs and helicopters;
• Restrictions on development including lodges and ski hills;
• Decommissioning of roads as a non-lethal means to reduce
predator and human access into mountain caribou habitat.
The petition is continuing to circulate through the scientific
community. ‘The BC governments’ own Conservation Data
Centre lists 1,364 species that are endangered or threatened in
BC, says wildlife biologist Wayne McCrory. ‘Most of these species
are endangered because the plant and animal communities that
provide their food and living space are being destroyed or
fragmented by human activities. Until humans are willing to set
aside sufficient living space for wildlife, we have no basis on
which to claim we are trying to protect them.’ ✐

traditional plant and animal sources.
Atamenenko’s Bill breaks new ground (so to speak) in
barring the issue of patents for ‘any modified DNA sequence or
construct, or any plant or other organism containing such a DNA
sequence or construct, where that DNA sequence or construct is
the variety-genetic (ie: DNA) basis for a GURT (genetic use
restriction technology) or GURT application,’ including a
‘terminator’ application. This would appear to be aimed at the
patenting of even non-terminator varieties which are designed
for use with certain fertilizers or pesticides.
The question of pesticides is closely bound up with the issue
of pesticide-tolerant ‘terminator’ seeds, and this appears to have
triggered Atamenenko’s Bill C-448.
Finally, in order to amplify the patent ban, this Bill goes
further, amending the Patent Act to ban the granting of patents
for ‘any mere scientific principle or abstract theorem’ or any
DNA sequence (or an organism in which it is used) which could
be used to restrict reproduction.
This, again, is aimed at the US Patent Office’s practice of
approving patents for all types of ‘intellectual property’, even
including accounting techniques. ✐
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• 3000gals Drinking Water •

FREE
SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL

Come on in!

www.flynn.ca

CRD Health Approved

SEEDS from page 1
economic impacts and any adverse effects for biological
diversity, food security and human health have been carried out
in a transparent manner and the conditions for their safe and
beneficial use validated’.

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

539-5252 or
250-478-6937

Protection for mountain cariboo habitat urged
Forty-two biologists and botanists have signed a petition urging
British Columbia and Canada to fully protect old-growth forest
across the range of the endangered mountain caribou. The
scientists say that protecting old-growth forests should be the
first priority of the recovery plan to save the mountain caribou.
The protected old growth will also help save many other
endangered species, as well as help reduce global warming by
carbon sequestration.
The scientists have submitted the petition to a joint federalprovincial recovery process under Canada’s Species at Risk Act.
By law, the recovery plan must be posted on the federal
government’s Species at Risk registry by June 2007.
The petition states that the draft strategy released by BC’s
Species at Risk Coordination Office (SaRCO) in 2006 puts too
much emphasis on killing the mountain caribou’s predators, and
not enough on protecting habitat for the caribou. Biologist Paul
Paquet says: ‘One can kill animals quickly with a gun, or slowly
by destroying their habitat. The mountain caribou are on the
slow road to extinction and we are killing them. Their best
chance and only chance of survival is to protect the last
remaining old growth.’
The mountain caribou is a globally unique ecotype of caribou
that is dependent on old-growth forest at both low and high
elevations. In recent decades the population has declined to less
than 2,000 animals, largely because of extensive clearcut logging
of old-growth critical habitats. Over-hunting, poaching and

WoodFired
Hot Tubs

40+ buildings
available
www.nickelbros.com
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Attn: Would you like to develop your
own home based business? Global
opportunity. Learn to operate a
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LOCKUP from page 7
unique heritage building has been preserved.’
One hundred and eleven years after it was built, the Plumper
Pass Lockup has been extensively restored, this time with the
help of BC’s Heritage Legacy Fund, Gaming Funds and monies
from the Mayne Island Agricultural Society. In a Public Works
Report of 1896 it was described as ‘ …a lockup 15 feet by 23 feet,
with one room and two cells, cottage roof, walls of sized 2 by 4
scantling, spiked every 8 inches, and enclosed with rustic floors
of sized 2 by 4 scantling, set edge up, and spiked together and to
sills.’
Holding true to this original description the restoration is
now complete and our local museum will be open for the
summer season. Don’t miss this little historical jewel when you
are on Mayne Island. Open Friday through Monday,
10am–2pm.
Thanks to Marie Elliott for her 1984 history of Mayne Island
and the Outer Gulf Islands and her 1981 history of The Plumper
Pass Lockup and Mayne Island Museum. ✐
BOREAL from page 3
the world, storing the equivalent of 27 years worth of the world’s
fossil fuels carbon dioxide emissions.
Ducks Unlimited is the largest waterfowl and wetland
conservation organization in the world and a founding member
of an alliance convened by the Canadian Boreal Initiative. This
alliance includes major timber and oil and gas companies,
conservation organizations such as the Pew Charitable Trusts,
and First Nations. It is committed to permanently protecting at
least half of the forest to ensure healthy populations of waterfowl
and other wildlife forever and having a conservation framework
guide in managing 100 percent of the forest in a sustainable way.
Presently, less than 10% of the Boreal Forest is protected.
This won’t ensure its long-term survival. We believe that
adopting the Boreal Conservation Framework and permanently
protecting at least 50% of the forest is the best chance to do
things right. But our leaders must act decisively and
immediately. We’re asking the Canadian government to support
balanced protection and sustainable development, such as
proposed by the Conservation First philosophy in the DehCho
First Nation Land Protection Plan of the Northwest Territories.
We are urging the federal Canadian government to
permanently protect Old Crow, Ramparts, Tulita, Edecho,
Sahovue, Pehdzeh Ki Ndeh, Edehzhie, Trout Lake, Kakisa, and
other critical waterfowl landscapes in the Territories.
The timeless icon of North America’s waterfowl and
songbirds heading to their boreal breeding grounds may go
unnoticed in this busy world. It is a sign to those who take time
to notice that some things in nature aren’t yet degraded or lost.
The boreal forest is key to our planet’s health. Let us unite for its
protection. ✐

Ocean observatory in the strait
The first phase of the most challenging ocean observatory
installation ever attempted recently took place in the Strait of
Georgia. The Victoria Experimental Network Under the Sea
(VENUS) project, led by the University of Victoria, is the world’s
most advanced cabled seafloor observatory. Through a network
of scientific instruments and cameras connected to the Internet
by power and fibre-optic cable, VENUS provides scientists,
educators and the general public with around-the-clock
biological, oceanographic and geological data from the seafloor.
The first, 3-kilometre leg of VENUS was installed in Saanich
Inlet in February 2006 and continuous data has been flowing
ever since. When completed, the Strait of Georgia leg will feature
40 kilometres of cable and two central nodes, to which dozens of
ocean sensors will be connected.
Ocean observatories provide ocean monitoring and help
scientists understand how ocean environments change over
time. The Strait of Georgia leg will support studies on long-term
ocean change; tides, currents and mixing; fish and marine
mammal movements; seafloor ecology; underwater noise;
sediment and slope dynamics; plankton biology, and Fraser
River plume dynamics.
Installation is taking place in stages until this fall. ‘The Strait
of Georgia is one of the most forbidding places to deploy an
ocean observatory,” says VENUS project director Dr Verena
Tunnicliffe. ‘But the high currents, the Fraser sediments, the
active seafloor and the busy traffic are all the reasons why we
need to be there. We’re pushing the leading edge of technology to
establish a foothold on the seafloor. With full connectivity in the
fall, we’ll begin to unravel the secrets of the Strait.’
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This phase of the installation laid the 40km of cable and two
node bases in offshore waters just north of the Vancouver
International Airport. Working with the VENUS team were
industrial partners Global Marine Systems Ltd, which operates
the large cable-laying ship, Wave Venture, and Ocean Works
International Ltd of North Vancouver, which has designed and
built the 2.5-tonne nodes.
The cable will come ashore near the Iona Beach Regional
Park, where data will travel to UVic over a high-speed network.
The connection between the landfall and the existing high-speed
network is being built by Telus as an in-kind donation.
‘VENUS is a unique project with fantastic education and
research potential, not to mention the insights it will give all of us
into the health of our oceans,’ says Stuart Turnbull of TELUS
Business Solutions. ‘We’re thrilled our broadband data
technology can support this important endeavour.’
Another partner is the Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science
Centre, which will be telling VENUS stories through exhibits,
programs and multimedia presentations.
‘As an institution devoted to helping the public understand
and conserve our oceans, and a partner in the VENUS project,
we’re very excited about this installation,’ says Aquarium
President Dr John Nightingale, ‘VENUS is providing incredible
opportunities, not just for the research community, but for the
Canadian public to learn about our oceans.’
The VENUS project is funded in large part by $10.3 million
from the Canada Foundation for Innovation and the BC
Knowledge Development Fund. Visit VENUS online at
www.venus.uvic.ca. ✐

Accommodation & Attractions
Vancouver Island & Around the Georgia Strait (plus the Pacific!)
Crofton Division
Phone to book
(June, July, August)
250 246 6006

free mill tours

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria
Close to the ocean, UVic
& the hospital. Organic
breakfasts, private
bathrooms. $50-$70

250-598-7015

CAMPGROUND

In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest. 1o min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or 3 min drive.
Visa, Mastercard, AmEx

 Rainbow Rd

Salt Spring Island

250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

VANCOUVER ISLAND
‘HOLIDAY HOUSE’
B&B Motel • Rooms
Vacation Suites
FREE PICK-UP

20 min from Nanaimo Ferries
10 min from Nanaimo Airport

VICTORIA PICK-UP
Free with 1-week stay

1-888-310-2299

www.ladysmithoceanview.com
www.bbvacation.com

Films at Royal BC Museum
The two newest of the four locally produced films showing on the
two-storey, three-dimensional map in Victoria’s Royal BC
Museum lobby, were produced by a Salt Spring company. David
Douglas and Diane Roberts of Salt Spring’s West Eagle Films,
produced the two 5-minute films which were funded by Western
Economic Diversification Canada and the Royal BC Museum.
RBCM staff researched and developed the scripts.
Freshwater: British Columbia’s Precious Resource and
Climate Change in British Columbia will air six times a day in
rotation with previously premiered productions, First Peoples of
British Columbia and Always Changing British Columbia.
Freshwater explores the ecology, flora and fauna, human
activity and industry that depend on the province’s freshwater
cycle, while Climate Change in British Columbia addresses the
impact of rising temperatures on sea levels, plant life and
weather patterns across the province.
‘With so much attention these days on global warming,
climate change and the impact on our natural resources, these
two films are very timely,’ said RBCM CEO Pauline Rafferty.
‘They also complement our permanent Climate Rules exhibit, in
showing our visitors how our province has been affected in the
past—and how it could be affected in the future—by increases in
global temperatures. ✐

GST exemption for schools?
The NDP has announced its plan to see 100% of the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) refunded to Canadian school authorities, up
from the 68% they now receive.
A private member’s bill was tabled in the House of Commons
by Alex Atamanenko (BC Southern Interior) who says ordinary
Canadians want to see schools funded properly and his bill will
help ease financial pressures in schools across Canada.
‘The Canadian School Boards Association (CSBA) has been
asking to be relieved of this GST burden for years,’ said
Atamanenko. ‘The Finance Committee pre-budget report
recommended that the government institute a full rebate for
school boards but unfortunately the recent Conservative budget
failed to deliver again.’
Atamanenko says the GST imposes a complicated and
expensive administrative burden. The system of rebates, claims,
and payments is onerous and complex and forces school boards
to engage experts to help them obtain the largest rebates possible
while complying with the regulations.
‘When the federal government has to offer courses to the school
boards to help them deal with its GST rules, there should be some
recognition that this complex and burdensome tax is an inefficient
system that has to go,’ said Atamanenko. ‘It would be a very simple
matter to change the Excise Tax Act to exempt Canadian public
schools from paying GST on school board purchases.’
School boards across the country are continuously striving to
innovate and streamline their operations because there is very
little wiggle room in their cash-strapped, fixed budgets. Today’s
soaring fuel prices are just the latest cost pressures that have
forced more juggling and cuts that take away resources from the
classroom.
‘Changing the GST rebate to 100% would save school boards
$185 million a year and it would go a long way to help ease the
burden on every school in Canada,’ explained Atamanenko. ‘Our
public schools are already under-funded and while school
authorities are struggling to make every dollar count, money
continues to be clawed back from their budgets by what is
nothing more than a tax on a tax.’ ✐

A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.

1,582 sq. ft. - $47,400
FOB Vancouver (Standard Specs)
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• Build yourself - or contractor can construct.
• Comprehensive building guide included.
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