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Need to charge
your EV?

New funding from the
provincial government aims to
help communities, businesses
and organizations in BC to host
electric vehicle charging
stations for use by members of
the public or by fleets.
The first incentive fund will
defray 75% of the cost of
purchasing and installing ‘level
two’ (240 volt) charging
stations, to a maximum $4,000
per station. Any organization
interested in hosting a public
charging station should act
soon–there is a June 27 early
bird application deadline, and
all stations approved for
funding must be installed by
March 31 next year.
A second incentive is also
available to help communities
plan and identify priority
locations for stations, with a
June 27 deadline. Both
incentives are available through
the $2.74 million Community
Charging Infrastructure Fund
announced on April 3. The
purpose of the fund is to
Photo: Courtesy of the Filberg Festival support a network of up to 570
Do you have your summer festival tickets yet? In August, the Filberg Festival is celebrating its 30th year in the Comox Valley! This year charging stations provincewide.
promises four days of entertainment for the whole family, with over 100 artisans, 20 food booths, and 30 Canadian entertainment acts.
Details and applications are
Island Tides has two pairs of day passes to give away–email win@islandtides.com and tell us why you want to go to the Filberg Festival. at www.pluginbc.ca. 0

Bill
C-38
a
‘masquerade’,
says
May
Patrick Brown
The government calls it an ‘omnibus’ bill. Elizabeth
May calls it a ‘masquerade’, and has tabled a ‘Point of
Order’ in Parliament that asks the Speaker of the
House of Commons to order the bill to be withdrawn
because it does not meet the accepted definition of an
‘omnibus’ bill.
To recap: Bill C-38, titled ‘An Act to implement
certain provisions of the budget tabled in Parliament
on March 29, 2012 and other measures’ is 420 pages
long and contains amendments to 60 different acts. It
repeals six acts, adds three, and includes a complete
rewrite of the Canadian Environmental Assessment
Act.
May’s Point of Order asks the Speaker to consider
that C-38 does not meet the Parliamentary definition
of an ‘omnibus’ bill and therefore does not meet the
requirement of Standing Order 68(3): ‘No bill may be
introduced either in blank or imperfect shape.’
Parliament has considered omnibus bills before,
and in her extensively researched 5600-word text,
May quotes from the rulings of several previous
Speakers and parliamentary experts in arriving at a
definition of an acceptable omnibus bill.
Her main point of order, meticulously argued, is
that an omnibus bill, to be acceptable to the House,
must have a ‘central organizing theme’ or policy thrust,
and that C-38 does not.
Anticipating the rejoinder that the Budget itself
provides a central organizing theme, she also points
out that Bill C-38 contains many items that were not
mentioned in, and have no link to, the March 29
budget.

is at these

Finally, she notes that members of the Conservative
cabinet, in arguing for the bill in the Commons, have
described many actions, regulatory and legislative
changes which, in fact, are not contained in the bill.
May cites numerous examples of each of these
arguments, quoting from Conservative ministers and
members to illustrate that, assuming that they were
not deliberately misleading the house, their errors and
omissions arise from mistakes in the drafting of the
bill.
She concludes that Bill C-38 is ‘imperfect, unready,
and requires reworking’, and is therefore in
contravention of Parliamentary Standing Order 68(3).

Just One Bill Per Session?

Her submission to the Speaker is not without humour.
She quotes Speaker Lamoureux (January 26, 1971) as
he expressed his concern: ‘…we might reach the point
where we would have only one bill, a bill at the start of
the session for the improvement of the quality of life
in Canada which would include every proposed piece
of legislation for the session. That would be an
omnibus bill with a capital ‘O’ and a capital ‘B.’’

Amendments Yet To Be Considered

Bill C-38 has been considered by the Commons
Finance Committee, but Saanich-Gulf Islands MP and
Green Party leader Elizabeth May, in a unique position
as the lone representative of her party in the House,
has not been allowed to participate in any of the
committee proceedings.
Instead, she is allowed to propose an unlimited
FEDERAL BUDGET, please turn to page 7

Friends take government to court
In a case that could break new legal
ground, the Friends of Strathcona Park
have filed a petition in the Supreme
Court of British Columbia to challenge
the ability and authority of the
government of BC to ignore the public’s
interest in preserving and protecting
natural resources in favour of
supporting private business interests.
While the specific case revolves
around the granting of a park use
permit to an exclusive private resort,
allowing horse tours into a wilderness
valley within Strathcona Park, it also
raises the broader issue of the violation
of public trust by government on a
broad range of other issues.

‘Whether the local issue is the
creeping privatization of BC’s parks, the
sale of BCRail, the diminishment of
health care services, the abdication of
environmental assessments, the
pressure to construct oil pipelines
without consultation, or unprecedented
permission for new mining projects,
almost every British Columbian can
relate directly to a feeling of loss of
control over their ‘commons’, says Kel
Kelly, a spokesperson for the Friends’
group.
‘We have entered a new era, where
the partnership between governments
and private interests is so strong that it
STRATHCONA, please turn to page 7

Time to comment on Hydro plans
BCHydro recently announced that its
draft Integrated Resource Plan is now
available for public comment.
The document outlines a plan to
meet provincial electricity demand,
which its states is ‘forecasted to grow by
50% over the next 20 years’.
Recommendations in the plan
include: increasing conservation
through
voluntary
programs,
incentives, codes and standards;
building more power generation,
including the Site C dam, currently in
the environmental and regulatory
review stage; and reinvesting in existing

infrastructure. It also recommends
buying more electricity from ‘clean
energy producers’, including wind and
run-of-river.
The draft Integrated Resource Plan,
a discussion guide and feedback form
are at www.bchydro.com/irp. There
will be online webinars June 25 and 26,
and an open house at the Victoria Hotel
Grand Pacific on June 20 from 6-9 pm.
Last year, BCHydro conducted
province-wide consultations to gather
input into development of the draft
plan, and is asking for public feedback
on it until July 6. 0

SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes outside or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Nanaimo—VI Conference Centre

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Nanaimo—Crnr Island Hwy @ Hammond Bay Rd

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Avenue

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd CO-OP

Campbell River—Willow Point Village
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Day

13
WE
14
TH
15
FR
16
SA
17
SU
18
MO
19
TU
20
WE

Time

0006
0733
1426
1852
0042
0816
1536
2006

0118
0855
1628
2110

0155
0932
1710
2202
0232
1008
1747
2246
0309
1043
1821
2325
0347
1117
1853
0003
0426
1151
1924

JUNE

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

14.1
5.6
11.5
9.8

4.3
1.7
3.5
3.0

13.8
4.9
12.5
10.8

4.2
1.5
3.8
3.3

13.5
4.3
13.1
11.2

4.1
1.3
4.0
3.4

13.1
3.6
13.8
11.2

4.0
1.1
4.2
3.4

13.1
3.3
14.1
11.5

4.0
1.0
4.3
3.5

13.1
3.0
14.4
11.5

4.0
0.9
4.4
3.5

13.1
2.6
14.4

4.0
0.8
4.4

11.2
13.1
2.6
14.8

3.4
4.0
0.8
4.5

Day

21
TH
22
FR
23
SA
24
SU
25
MO
26
TU
27
WE
28
TH

Time

0042
0507
1225
1953
0124
0551
1300
2022
0210
0640
1337
2052
0300
0737
1415
2123
0354
0845
1457
2157
0449
1006
1545
2233
0543
1143
1642
2312
0637
1324
1752
2354

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

10.8
12.8
3.0
14.8

3.3
3.9
0.9
4.5

11.2
13.1
2.6
14.8

3.4
4.0
0.8
4.5

10.2
12.1
3.6
15.1

3.1
3.7
1.1
4.6

9.5
11.8
4.6
15.1

2.9
3.6
1.4
4.6

8.5
11.2
5.6
15.1

2.6
3.4
1.7
4.6

7.5
10.8
6.9
15.1

2.3
3.3
2.1
4.6

6.2
10.8
8.5
14.8

1.9
3.3
2.6
4.5

4.9
11.5
9.8
14.8

1.5
3.5
3.0
4.5

ADD ONE HOUR TO TIMES FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
NEW MOON JUNE 19

“

As your Member of Parliament, I am proud
to be your voice in Ottawa, and I am happy to
assist you with federal issues aﬀecting your life.
Please contact me if I can be of service.
Elizabeth May, O.C.,
M.P., Saanich-Gulf Islands

”

Constituency office open
for public service
10am–4pm, Tuesday–Friday
www.elizabethmaymp.ca

Elizabeth May, Member of Parliament, Saanich–Gulf Islands

9711 Fourth St. Sidney BC V8L 2Y8 Tel: 250-657-2000 | Elizabeth.May@parl.gc.ca

Constituency office open to serve you:
conscientious, caring, non-partisan service

AT FULFORD HARBOUR
Day

13
WE
14
TH
15
FR
16
SA
17
SU
18
MO
19
TU
20
WE

Time

0709
1436
1745
2359
0746
1549
1903
0026
0820
1639
2018
0056
0853
1720
2125

Ht./ft.

3.9
7.9
7.5
10.2

9.8
2.6
9.5
8.9
9.8
2.3
9.8
8.9

9.8
2.0
10.2
9.2

0240
1032
1858
2350

9.8
1.6
10.5
9.2

0204
0959
1828
2308

0318
1106
1927

Ht./m.

3.3
8.9
8.2

0129
0926
1756
2222

JUNE

9.8
1.6
10.5
9.2

9.5
1.3
10.5

1.2
2.4
2.3
3.1
1.0
2.7
2.5
3.0
0.8
2.9
2.7
3.0
0.7
3.0
2.7
3.0
0.6
3.1
2.8
3.0
0.5
3.2
2.8
3.0
0.5
3.2
2.8
2.9
0.4
3.2

Day

21
TH
22
FR
23
SA
24
SU
25
MO
26
TU
27
WE
28
TH

Time

0030
0358
1140
1953

0112
0441
1215
2020

0159
0530
1251
2046
0250
0629
1329
2113
0341
0746
1408
2141
0432
0928
1452
2209
0521
1128
1543
2238
0608
1330
1646
2309

Ht./ft.

8.9
9.5
1.6
10.8
8.5
9.2
1.6
10.8
8.2
8.9
2.3
10.8
7.5
8.2
3.0
10.8
6.6
7.5
3.9
10.8
5.6
7.2
4.9
10.8
4.6
7.2
6.2
10.8
3.6
7.9
7.5
10.8

Ht./m.

2.7
2.9
0.5
3.3
2.6
2.8
0.5
3.3
2.5
2.7
0.7
3.3
2.3
2.5
0.9
3.3
2.0
2.3
1.2
3.3
1.7
2.2
1.5
3.3
1.4
2.2
1.9
3.3
1.1
2.4
2.3
3.3

ADD ONE HOUR TO TIMES FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

Tide Table Courtesy of

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations

On Time & On Budget
www.islandtides.com

Ross Walker
250-537-9710

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca

Tekla Deverell 1937-2012

Readers will have likely have heard of the passing of Tekla
Deverell, spouse of well-known author Bill Deverell. There is
much to write about Tekla’s full and admirable life. One of the
most delightful stories is about Tekla’s Garden.
Tekla and Bill bought their 10-1/2 acres on North Pender
Island in 1974, and over the next several years did weekend
commutes to the Island while
their hillside cedar getaway was
being built. In 1976, Tekla
began a small garden on what
was once a corner of a sheep
pasture,
and
produced
vegetables for the family by
tilling, sowing, and harvesting
on weekends. In the meantime,
she completed a night school
adult education course at UBC
on soil management and soil
testing.
The Deverells moved
permanently to Pender in 1980
and Tekla expanded the garden, in consultation with an
agrologist from the Ministry of Agriculture, to its current size
as an organic market garden. At the time, she was a pioneer
organic farmer. Back in those years, only a handful of growers,
often scorned, dared admit they didn’t use the chemicals that
the traditionalists insisted were essential to healthy crops.
Tekla ultimately became a proud and recognized leader of the
organic revolution on the islands she loved.
She joined the Pender Farmer’s Market as a vendor and for
many years was one of the mainstay produce vendors,
specializing in garlic, then other produce. In a brief to the Farm
Industry Review Board (FIRB), she explained her goals as a
grower and organic producer:
‘My original concept for my truck garden, Tree of Life
Organic Garden, involved developing a market for garlic braids
for the gourmet kitchen. I then moved into vegetable and fruit
production, and then added perennial and annual cutting
flowers. I specialize in creating ‘country bouquets’ with
audience participation at the local Farmer’s Market. Half the
garden area was devoted to cutting-flowers and half for food
production for sale and personal use.’
Trucking her flowers from her huge perennial garden,
Tekla drew crowds each Saturday for her demonstrations of
bouquet arranging, which attracted lines of buyers and
admirers. Later, she ran a popular roadside stand, and
marketed her produce at the Medicine Beach store.
At her memorial service a ‘secret’ of her beautiful garden
was revealed; Tekla often used to listen to or sing opera while
working with her plants.
Her other agricultural endeavours included serving on the
Pender Farmers Institute Board of Directors, and conducting
research to establish its Nep Grimmer/Ashton Ross-Smith
Scholarship fund. She was the organic member on the
monthly Garden Panel, helped direct an agricultural

information program, and maintained an active role in
shaping the growth of the Pender Islands’ Saturday Market,
encouraging and assisting other island growers.
As well, she was active in various capacities with the Pender
Island Fall Fair, serving as fair coordinator three times, and in
other capacities on the committee staging the Fair.
She has been recipient of the
Pender Island Fall Fair
Vegetable Trophy six times:
1981, 1982, 1983, 1984, 1986,
and 1988, Vegetable Collection
1982 and 1988, Flower Trophy
1994 and Most Points in the
Fair in 1986 and 1988.
She also served as fall fair
judge on Pender and Saturna
Islands, and as BC Fair
Evaluator on Pender and
Mayne Islands several times.
Partly in response to a
community backlash against
environmental regulation, Tekla came up with the idea of (and
was the inspiration for) North Pender's ‘Annual Voluntary
Stewardship Day’ which was first proclaimed in 2006 and
brings together a wide range of groups and community
members to celebrate conservation values and explore how we
can integrate them into our lives on Pender. She herself was
nominated twice for an Islands Trust Stewardship Award
trophy and in 2010 she received it for her organic gardening
mentorship program for young people.
In her FIRB submission, she wrote: ‘I have spent many
years moving the Pender Island Fall Fair toward being a model
of Class B Agricultural Fair, working with the local community
and the BC Fall Fair Association. My focus has been increasing
the agriculture awareness and educational component,
increasing the number and quality of exhibits, developing a
strong and viable convenor team of volunteers, bringing live
livestock judging into the fair, moving the fair from being run
by coordinator to a committee team and funding and
establishing our current permanent site for our fair.
‘In addition I have consistently participated in agricultural
policy matters on the Island, such as preservation of
agricultural land in the ALR and formation of agricultural
policy in our Official Community Plan.’
Over the years, Tekla was also known for providing
beautiful complimentary floral arrangements for many
community events, tributes, memorials and special occasions.
Mentoring many gardeners, Tekla organised and ran
countless demonstrations and workshops on Pender Island,
bringing information on how to harvest and store garlic and
onions, make blackberry jams, tomato salsas, bread-andbutter pickles and dill pickles, even how to make natural pectin
and do home canning.
Tekla gave much to the Islands’ community. Her passion
and personality will be deeply missed. 0

Government by uncertainty and fear

T

Commentary by Patrick Brown

he information striptease which characterizes the federal
government’s slow revelation of its budget cuts has left
parliament, the civil service, and the public mired in
uncertainty. This method is typical of the Harper government.
The government originally announced that some 19,200
employees would lose their jobs, of which 12,000 would be laid
off and the remainder of the losses would arise from ‘attrition’.
It was not explained that these would be in addition to some
6,300 jobs remaining to terminate from 2007–2010 ‘strategic
reviews’, plus an estimated 9,700 lost from a ‘personnel freeze’
in 2010, plus an unknown number of term and contract
employees.
It was also not explained just what departments, programs,
and positions were to be affected, aside from a vague promise
that ‘front line’ services would not be reduced.
However, remarkably soon after the tabling of the original
budget bill, thousands of employees started to receive ‘affected
letters’. These letters don’t exactly say that the employees would
lose their jobs, only that they could be ‘affected’ by changes

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…

We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.

Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

250.539.2936

SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND

resulting from what is officially termed ‘lack of work’, or
‘discontinuance of function’.
In fact, it now appears that many more than 19,200 letters
have been sent out, many to ‘front line’ employees, and many
more to professionals who probably felt, with considerable
justification, that their work was essential to the effective
functioning of government.
Meanwhile, Parliament and the public are gradually
becoming aware that what they regard as essential government
services are being eliminated. Unlike previous cuts to the civil
service, there appears to be no information justifying the cuts
(other than ‘workforce reduction’); no logic, no policy changes
driving the cuts, and no debate, either in parliament or in public.
So the cuts appear both random and reckless.
Given Prime Minister Harper’s reputation for intolerance of
dissent, vindictiveness, and retribution, this turns the ‘affected
letters’ into palpable threats. It is no wonder that little has been
heard from those ‘affected’.
Or from most Canadians, for we are all threatened. 0

The Fishery Fine Seafoods

BC’s Best Gourmet Canned Seafood • Live Crab & Shellfish
Fresh & Frozen Fish • Mussels, Prawns, Clams, Oysters

SATURDAYS Aboard the Crab Dancer
9-11:30am: Sturdies Bay, Galiano Island
12-3pm: Miners Bay, Mayne Island

TUESDAY-SATURDAY Downtown Ganges

10am-5pm: 151 Lower Ganges Rd, Salt Spring Island

FOR ADVANCE ORDERS CONTACT:

250-537-2457 • fish@saltspring.com • www.thefishery.ca

Some Path, Some Future

E

Commentary by Robyn Allan

nbridge has announced a multi-million dollar of September we will have completed the bulk of the clean up.’
Twenty months later, with clean-up costs reaching $765
advertising campaign to address the growing opposition
to the Northern Gateway project. The slogan—‘It’s more million, only 3 of the 39 miles of the Kalamazoo River have been
opened to the public. Restoration of the affected waterway and
than a pipeline, it’s a path to our future.’
The ads contain bogus benefits information critiqued in my surrounding lands has not yet commenced. The restoration
economic assessment submitted as evidence before the stage of the Kalamazoo River will certainly take years, and
National Energy Board Hearings. For almost two years, possibly decades.
The NTSB documents provide an arms length, independent
Enbridge led Canadians to believe the economic benefit of
Northern Gateway arises from higher prices paid in Asia for look at Enbridge’s world-class safety standards. They explain
crude oil shipped along the pipeline. What they didn’t tell us how operating safety took a back seat to corporate growth.
During an interview with NTSB investigators in November
was these higher prices would be passed onto Canadians. When
2011, Enbridge Senior VP Operations, Leon Zupan, stated
I filed my report, Enbridge confirmed this is the intention
‘we had focused on the need and the growth of a new
of their project.
control center…what we had not yet
But there’s more. The benefits case relies on an
‘20 months
implemented was the resources to get us
85¢ Canadian dollar for 30 years while Enbridge
later, with clean-up
there…our view of the night of the Marshall
predicts oil will rise to almost US$150/barrel.
costs reaching $765
incident was that we had people that were
They feed the inflated revenues from this
million, only 3 of the 39
really trying hard to do what they thought was
erroneous assumption into an inappropriate
miles of the Kalamazoo the right thing, but they needed more
economic model called an Input-Output model.
River have been
technical suppport, they needed more
The model pretends the economy that existed
opened to the
management support, they needed more
in 2005—when oil was $50 a barrel, and the dollar
public.’
technical training, and they needed to be clear
was US83¢—continues until 2045. The economic
about what our expections were in terms of following
case is a fraud, but Enbridge advances the
misinformation in paid advertising without any accountability. procedure…’
Because of the toxicity of bitumen to fish, all it will likely take
The other focus of Enbridge’s campaign minimizes the
environmental risk of Northern Gateway. We are told the to compromise the Kitimat watershed in BC is a spill of little
company has ‘World-class safety standards…carefully planned more than 600 barrels of dilbit upstream in the Kitimat River.
and built to respect the terrain and wildlife. The pipeline will be The topographical and other geophysical challenges of
Northern BC are significantly greater than the relatively flat land
monitored 24/7’.
From 1998 to 2010, Enbridge had 770 reportable oil spills; traversed by Line 6B in Michigan.
The inadequacy of Enbridge’s pipeline safety is reflected in
a number of them considered large by National Energy Board
standards. On May 22, the US National Transportation Safety its response to the safety board when it filed 15 pages outlining
Board (NTSB) publicly released 158 documents with more than numerous changes in policy and procedures adopted since the
5,000 pages and 58 photos on one spill that occurred on July Kalamazoo River incident. We don’t know yet whether these
25, 2010 in Marshall, Michigan. Enbridge’s Line 6B ruptured, many changes are adequate or whether they will be effective.
releasing more than 20,000 barrels of dilbit into the
Enbridge continues to aggressively focus on growth. This is
surrounding environment. Dilbit is a mixture of heavy oil sands explained in the company’s annual report and on their website.
crude, called bitumen, mixed with a toxic diluent which enables In 2010, Enbridge placed $7 billion in new projects into service,
it to flow through a pipeline. Bitumen is too heavy to move on and in 2011 it was almost $8 billion. Between 2011 to 2020, the
its own. This is the oil planned for the Northern Gateway company has identified $35 billion in new projects.
pipeline.
It is vitally important that the Canadian regulator, the
In Michigan, as toxic diluent evaporated into the air, the National Energy Board, undertake a comprehensive, open and
remaining bitumen made its way into Talmudge Creek and public inquiry into Enbridge’s pipeline safety structure,
onward into the Kalamazoo River. Enbridge’s corporate organization, procedures and policies before more Kalamazoos
standard for identifying a spill is ten minutes with an additional take place in Canada. The protection of the public interest
three minutes for pipeline shutdown. It took more than 17 hours demands such a review before any new pipeline projects are
for the Kalamazoo spill to be detected and the pipeline shut contemplated, particularly Northern Gateway, which puts at
down.
risk the environmental integrity of BC’s Great Bear Rainforest.
Enbridge CEO Pat Daniel testified before the US Robyn Allan is an independent economist and former CEO of
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee of the House of ICBC. She has written extensively on the economics of
Representatives in September 2010. He promised ‘by the end Northern Gateway and is a member of Canadians for the
Great Bear. 0

Our revolution of love, hope & community

I

Special report by Ethan Cox

n almost every report, including my own, about the social
movement which swept Quebec, words like conflict, crisis
and stand-off figure prominently. Anger is omnipresent–
the anger of protesters, the anger of government, the anger of
those supposedly inconvenienced. Pundits scream about mob
rule, anarchy in the streets and the dissolution of society as we
know it.
Don’t get me wrong, there is anger present, of course. But
that is not what you see if you take to the streets, or watch
CUTV’s live stream. Pundits can’t stop bemoaning the
inconvenience to ‘ordinary’ Montrealers posed by these
protests. But I wonder, are there any ‘ordinary’ Montrealers left
to inconvenience?
As I write these words there are demonstrations going on in
every neighbourhood of Montreal. ‘Casseroles,’ where people
leave their houses to bang pots in the street every night at 8pm,
have led to marches everywhere. The police cannot keep up in
far-flung suburbs like Vaudreuil and Île Perrot, the anglophone
West Island and NDG, South Shore suburbs, Québec City,
Sherbrooke, Gatineau, Rimouski, and Trois Rivières. Some of
these places have never seen a demonstration, certainly not
since the days of the Quiet Revolution. Now their streets swell
with hundreds, thousands.
The prevailing question in the media is, how do we end this?
Supporters and opponents alike seek a ‘solution’ to put an end
to the ‘crisis’. And we need one, those on the streets need to be

heard. Actions need to be taken to address the demands of the
masses. But what exactly is so bad about what is happening?
Why do we need it to end so urgently?
As this movement goes on, and grows by leaps and bounds,
it is increasingly clear that it is not a movement of anger, of rage
or of hate. It is a movement of love, of community, and of hope.
People who would be alone in their houses watching TV take to
the streets and march with neighbours they never knew they
had. Back when we had real communities, they were driven by
the coming together of neighbours each night. Instead of
watching TV, we met in the street, exchanged details of our day
and we made plans for our future. Just as the ‘casseroles’ cause
us to do now.
Perhaps the most lasting effect of this movement will be to
build stronger, more connected communities. Every day that it
goes on, more of us meet in the street, build relationships and
talk about what kind of a society we want.
The most honest reason which can be given for why people
are in the street is the simplest: we do not see ourselves reflected
in our government. But we see ourselves, our concerns, our
hope, our love and our aspirations, reflected in every smiling
face we see on the street. For the first time in a long time, we are
having a real conversation with each other, every night when
we meet in the streets. And slowly, but surely, we are realizing
that we have the power to make our dreams a reality.
CASSEROLES, please turn to page 5
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MOVING AROUND PENDER

3to fillweeks
left
in the Pender Islands
Transportation Survey!

www.crd.bc.ca/pendersurvey

Time to send in your paper copy or do it online:
Help make Pender’s roads safer for pedestrians,
cyclists and drivers by completing the Survey.
For extra copies, email peter.pare@hli.ubc.ca
If you sent yours already - Thank You!
Improving road safety on the Penders

www.MOVINGAROUNDPENDER.ca

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Independent
Dental Hygiene
in a relaxed setting

Registered Dental Hygienists
offering:
• scaling • root planing
• polishing • whitening
• other services

Celebrating 10 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

250-655-4884

JAKOBSEN

ASSOCIATES
C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes
K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com
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Does Everyone Mumble? Maybe it’s time to get your hearing checked...
Call 1.800.563.4327 or visit connecthearing.ca to book a
complimentary hearing screening and FREE hearing aid trial.
www.islandtides.com
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21,000 copies this edition
Every Second Thursday

Strait of Georgia’s only
Free & Mail-Delivered Newspaper

14,447 print copies delivered to
Gulf Island households

Readers’ Letters

Put Partisanship Aside For Nature

This letter was sent to the Leaders of the Opposition on May 18.
Dear Mr Mulcair and Mr Rae:
I am deeply troubled to hear that the Conservatives are using
the budget implementation bill to rewrite Canada’s fundamental
environmental laws. The economy is not the bottom line! Clean
oceans, rivers, lakes and streams, healthy forests and soils,
decreased CO2 emissions and clean air equal biodiversity, which
equals humans, food, jobs and homes. Nature is the bottom line!
Please work with Elizabeth May to pressure the Harper
Conservatives to remove environmental laws from Bill C-38.
Let’s remind the Harper Government that the word conserve
(as in Conservative) means: ‘1) To protect from loss or harm;
preserve; 2) To use carefully or sparingly, avoiding waste.’
Barbara Heywood-Jones, Denman Island

‘…We Stand on Guard for Thee!’

3,553 print copies on the Ferry Routes and in
Victoria, Sidney, Mill Bay, Duncan
Chemainus, Ladysmith, Nanaimo
Bowser, Campbell River & Port Alberni
3,000 online readers each edition
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International Subs: $60.00 • Online PDF: free
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Dear Editor:
Never before in Canadian history have these words resonated
more with Canadians than at this very moment. Our democracy
is being hijacked. Our scientists are being muzzled; funding for
Elections Canada, that is investigating the Robocalls scandal, is
More Thoughts On Cats & Wildlife
being cut; funding for the CBC, who dares to speak up, has been
cut. Bill C-38 is undemocratically being rammed through Dear Editor:
Parliament without adequate time to review and debate the I was enjoying Eroca Dancer’s letter, in the May 31 edition of
Island Tides, about her efforts to minimize the negative impacts
issues. Wake up Canada!
of cats on neighbours and wildlife. She obviously has affection
Thank goodness for social
for cats and wants to strike a
media. Through Leadnow.ca, an Photo: Iain Lawrence
healthy balance. She has a good
independent
advocacy
message to convey about taking
organization
that
brings
responsibility for our feline
generations of Canadians
companions.
together to achieve progress
I would add to her suggestion of
through democracy, I have
keeping
them indoors or in an
gratefully been connected to a
outdoor
enclosure
to make sure
community of like-minded
Islanders
spay/neuter
their cats.
people. We say, ‘Enough is
This helps reduce overpopulation,
enough. This time we will not
decrease the number of strays and
roll over like the stereotypical
ferals, reduces risk of disease and
Canadian, eh.’ We will unite,
helps decrease some of the
rally, speak out, and take a stand
negative behaviors that annoy
for our democracy.
neighbors (ie. spraying to mark
On June 2, thousands of us
territory.) Both Denman and
rallied for democracy. Feedback
Hornby Islands have run
from everyone we spoke to was
successful
and
ongoing
extremely positive. When
spay/neuter campaigns since 2005
people became informed on the
World Oceans Day, Gabriola Island: a community that have significantly reduced the
issues they totally rose to
flotilla takes the 1280-foot ‘tanker tape’ to sea,
number of free-roaming stray and
support us. Therein lies our
representing the size of a Very Large Crude Carrier. feral cats.
challenge. How does one get the
If keeping your cat indoors is impractical, another suggestion
message out when anyone who wants to speak out either gets
might be to try outfitting your outdoor kitty with a ‘cat bib.’ At
muzzled or is blocked from getting the media coverage?
Jane Devonshire, Victoria least one Denman Islander swears by its effectiveness in
reducing feline predatory effectiveness. You can check them out
What Does Harper Have in Store?
at www.catgoods.com or make one yourself (it’s a pretty simple
Dear Editor:
Anyone who, like one of your readers in the last edition of Island design!).
Unfortunately, some of the information Eroca cited in her
Tides, is perplexed as to what our national leader has in store
letter
is inaccurate. I don’t fault her for this, as she is only
for us, is recommended to refer to the June Focus magazine.
referencing
what the American Bird Conservancy has put out
Briony Penn outlines there some of Harper’s plans, to the
to
their
membership
via their ‘Cats Indoors’ campaign. To learn
horror, I’m sure, of many. The article is also available at
more
about
the
many
flaws in the ‘Wisconsin Study,’ go to
www.focusonline.ca; look for ‘May Day, M’aidez’.
www.straypetadvocacy.org/PDF/TheWisconsinStudy.pdf
Shirley Buswell, Mayne Island
Another good source for a balanced and accurate take on cat
Appreciating Helpful Information
impacts is Peter Wolf’s blog: www.Voxfelina.com. No one denies
Dear Editor:
that cats (and dogs) can have a negative impact on local wildlife,
Tom Hackney’s article [‘BC government dictates electricity but exaggerating those claims does nothing but lead to
rates’] in the May 31 Island Tides is exemplary. No fluff, unnecessary and ineffective attempts to solve the problem.
innuendo or speculation, especially no spin and no empty ‘nonAnd though there are always risks for our companions out
reporting’ of events. Simply hard, purposeful, clearheaded and in the wild from other predators, the urban legend about cat
helpful information for any reader to grasp the nature of the collars in eagle nests is just that–a myth. Adult cats are too heavy
subject, and especially why and what this means going forward. for an eagle to lift and carry off. Though there are some
Thank you very much!
humorous photo-shopped pics circulating out there on the
And while I am at it, congratulations to Patrick Brown for his interwebs!
own, consistent, tireless, investigative journalism on subjects of
Mike Nestor, Denman Island 0
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real substance to the West Coast in particular, and BC/Canada
in general. Good on you Patrick. I encourage publication of more
updates on the above subject as time unfolds.
When I wrote to Christy Clark just after she became Premier,
specifically about budget and contract details for BCHydro’s new
infrastructure projects like Bute Inlet, she wrote back to me in
letter mail, original inked signature, thanking me and by cc. to
her Minister of Energy asking that he report to me/her on the
matter. Nothing ever came from the Minister or Premier.
If Tom is considering further reports to Island Tides and
other newspapers I hope that he might consider addressing:
salient contractual obligations (to BCHydro and proponents);
budget commitments, by fiscal year-to-date, for each major
project; forecast issues, longevity and concerns; long-term
cost/benefits to proponents, BCHydro/BC Government, and
the ratepayer (me and you).
It would also be interesting to learn how government has
spent its ‘Return on Deemed Equity’ of 12.75%. BCHydro has
clearly been a golden goose through streaming these revenues
to support other government services. Keep up the good work!
Ron Hawkins, Salt Spring Island

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1
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Ask for the Eljen GSF






Time-proven for over 25 years
No maintenance required
Lower overall cost
Fits any lot shape
Best choice for
sensitive lakeside properties
 Passive system—no power required
Authorized Representative:
BWD Engineering Inc.
Phone: (604) 789-2204
brent.dennis@bwdeng.ca
Web: www.bwdeng.ca

CORPORATION

eljen.com
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Bruce Nicholby • 604-885-5110

Rainwater Harvesting Systems

Photo: Nancy Angermeyer

Former senator Pat Carney, CRD Director David Howe, MP Elizabeth May, Parks Superintendent Wayne Bourque, and Saturna
Islander Richard Blagborne were at the opening of the renovated Saturna Heritage Buiding. Story, page 7.

CASSEROLES from page 3

outside their door. They can hear it. They can feel it. The genie
cannot go back in the bottle. We are awake, truly awake for the
The administrator of ‘Translating the printemps érable’
first time in a long time. We will not go back to sleep.
(Maple Spring), a superb volunteer collective dedicated to
After the passage of Bill 78 and the mass demonstration of
translating French articles about the movement into English,
May 22, I started to notice a change, not only in the streets but
recently posted an open letter to the mainstream English media,
online. As the ‘casseroles’ spread, so did their footprint on the
bemoaning the coverage focussed on anger, when what we see
social networks through which we express ourselves. Friends
in the streets is love. The letter is perhaps the best description
who had always hated protests, right-wingers, misanthropes,
of this incredible phenomenon I have yet seen. It describes the
apolitical types and everyone in between began to post pictures
nightly ‘casseroles’:
of themselves with pots and pans outside their house. My
‘If you do not live here, I wish I could properly convey to
Facebook feed, which is normally full of cute pictures and a
you what it feels like. It is magic. It starts quietly, a
hodgepodge of random posts, unified. It coalesced in a way I
suggestion here and there, and it builds. Everybody on the
had never seen before. I now notice, and am surprised, if I see
street begins to smile.
a single post unrelated to this movement.
‘I get there, and we all–young and old, children
Twitter, which had largely been ignored by
and students and couples and retirees and
Francophone Quebeckers, is now swollen with
‘Their
words
workers and weird misfits and dogs and, well,
tweets about the protests. The way we come
and their barbs
neighbours–we all grin the widest grins you
together in the streets has spread to our online
cannot
defeat
the
have ever seen while dancing around and
presence. We share and comment and talk. We
solidarity and love
making as much noise as possible.
come
together as citizens of a community,
which flows through
‘We are almost ecstatic with the joy of
galvanized
by a common cause.
our streets each
letting loose like this, of voicing our resistance
This movement may yet fail. It may be conight.’
to a government that seeks to silence us, and
opted, or lose track of its goals. It may fizzle or be
of being together like this. I have lived in my
beaten, as so many other movements have been. But
neighbourhood for five years now, and this is the
there can be no denying that something extraordinary is
most I have ever felt a part of the community; the lasting
happening in Quebec.
impact that these protests will have on how people relate to
If we, as a society, as a people, are to make a stand against
each other in the city is deep and incredible.’
the governments which cut taxes on the rich and corporations
Usually, we walk past each other every day, but we do not
and then plead poverty as they dismantle our society, our
smile, stop to talk, or connect. In these protests, in the breast of
communities, it will be here. If a line in the sand will be drawn,
this movement, we are remembering what it is to work together
it is here, in the streets of Quebec. The battle for a better world
to make our world a better place. We used to know, in some far
starts in this city, this glorious, madcap city whose joie de vivre
distant past, but we have forgotten.
flows through the veins of each and every one of us like a river.
Many in this movement are mad at the media. But in many
Join us, speak your solidarity from the rooftops, call out our
ways it is not the fault of the journalists, or the pundits who cling
name. Because here in these streets, a revolution has started. A
to the status quo like a drowning man grasps a life raft. What
fire which burns for a better world.
the critics and the pundits do not understand is that they are
Call me an idealist, call me a dreamer, call me anything you
no longer in control. People will no longer nod and agree with
like. But this is a moment in time we will tell our children about.
their paper or their TV. They can diminish it, can under-report
Together, we can start something that spreads like wildfire
our numbers and exaggerate our violence, but it doesn’t matter.
across this continent. What happens next is up to us.
Their words and their barbs cannot defeat the solidarity and
To paraphrase Robert Frost: Two roads diverged in the
love which flows through our streets each night.
woods, and we–we took the one less traveled on, and that has
People don’t need the media to tell them what is happening
made all the difference. 0
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Capital Regional District
Invitation to Tender - Contract 12-1739

Construction of Galiano Library
and Community Use Building
Sealed Tenders, plainly marked on the envelope “Tender for
Construction of Galiano Library and Community Use Building,
Contract 12-1739” will be received by the CRD at their offices at
625 Fisgard St., Victoria, BC up to 2 pm local time on
July 6, 2012 at which time they will be opened in public.
The works to be constructed under this Contract generally
include the following:
Construction of a 2,600 sq. ft. library and community use building
located at 1290 Sturdies Bay Rd., Galiano Island, BC, including all
building, civil, structural, mechanical, and electrical work.
Copies may be obtained from the CRD Environmental
Sustainability department, on payment of $25 for each copy
(non-refundable). Digital copies may also be downloaded from
www.crd.bc.ca and at www.bcbid.gov.bc.ca
A pre-tender site meeting will be held at 1290 Sturdies Bay Rd.
at 1 pm, June 21, 2012.
For information and/or enquiries on this project please contact
Malcolm Cowley at 360.360.3066.
R. Daniel Telford, P.Eng.
Senior Manager, Environmental Engineering
Capital Regional District

DOCK BUILDING

COMPONENTS & ACCESSORIES

E-Z BUILD DOCK KIT

Gulf Islands Water Treatment
This home is only $110,602 to lock up
with a 2ft foundation on your property!

At Trafalgar Homes, we believe the time has come
for AFFORDABLE home options.
If the home of your dreams is one that ﬁts comfortably within
your budget, the licensed builder to choose is

T R A FA LG A R H O M E S

Visit www.trafalgarhomes.ca/it to receive your promotional oﬀer

1-866-971-0239

~ Rainwater Harvesting
~ Water treatment for wells,
surface supplies & seawater
~ Filtration & Disinfection
~ Slow sand ﬁltration
~ Small systems Health
Authority approvals

• FLOATATION & FRAME HARDWARE
• LADDERS & BUMPERS
• CLEATS, DECKING & MORE
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MARKER BUOYS
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What’s On?
SINGLE VENUE: $33.60 / $39.20 W IMAGE MULTI-VENUE: $44.80 / $50.40 W IMAGE

Evenings & Weekends in June & July

Culinary Medicine Series with certified Medical Herbalist
Chanchal Cabrera and Chef/Author Joseph Forest—kitchen
skills for health and pleasure • Tuesday Classes 6-9pm, $60 ea:
June 19, Herbs-From Garden to Table; July 3, Rainbow Diet •
Weekend Workshop July 14 & 15: Food is Medicine, $165 •
Innisfree Farm • Info: www.chanchalcabrera.com, 250.336.8767 •
COURTENAY

Saturday, June 16

Pender Library’s Grand Re-Opening—
LIBRARY 1-4PM: tours, children’s activities,
refreshments by donation • COMMUNITY HALL
5:30PM: ‘Books, Burgers & Boogie’ food, fun
& games (bring your toonies!); 7:30PM: Dance to DJ Colin Watson •
Tickets: Dinner & dance $20; Dance-only $10 @ Talisman Books &
Gallery & Southridge Farms Country Store • PENDER ISLAND

Sunday, June 17

SSI Rod & Gun Club Father’s Day Open House—come try
archery & shooting • 10am-12pm: Rifle shooting; 12-1:30pm:
Archery & cowboy action shooting; 1:30pm: Trap shooting; All day:
Pistol shooting • All welcome • 223 Long Harbour Road • Info:
www.saltspringislandrodandgunclub.ca • SALT SPRING ISLAND

Wednesday, June 20

Follow the Enbridge pipeline from the tar sands to the tankers
at the BC coast in the outdoor adventure film On the
Line, screening followed by discussion with Island
Tides’ Patrick Brown, sponsored by the Pender Island
Conservancy Association • Community Hall • 7:30pm
• Admission by donation • Info: Barrie Morrison,
250.629.3774 • PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, June 23 (DATE CHANGE)

SIMS Has Talent Too!—talent showcase featuring SIMS students,
silent auction & raffle; PAC fundraiser for Student Centre computers
• SIMS Gym • Doors 6pm, show starts 7pm • Tickets: $5 each or
$20 per family • Info: Tania Aguila, 250.537.2476 • SALT SPRING
ISLAND

Saturday, June 23

Multicultural Festival—one-day street party celebrating our cultural
diversity: folk performers, street vendors, International Food Fair,
children’s craft & play area, day closes with 16-piece Cuban folk
dancing company • Wesley Street, Old City Quarter • 10:30am3:30pm • Everyone welcome • Info: Downtown Nanaimo Business
Improvement Association, www.dnbia.ca, 250.754.8141 • NANAIMO

Sunday, June 24

Gabriola Island Home & Garden Tour—self-guided tour from
10am-5pm • Tickets: $20 at Buckerfield’s, Dig This & Blue Poppy
Garden Centre (Nanaimo), and at Artworks, WheelBarrel Nursery &
Wild Rose Garden Centre (Gabriola) • Proceeds support People for
a Healthy Community • Info: www.phc-gabriola.org, 250.247.7311
• GABRIOLA ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, June 23 & 24

Bays, Bouquets and Bedcovers—the 2012 Quadra Island Quilt
and Garden Tour will include eleven gardens, with over 100 quilts
showing in six gardens • 10am-4pm • Tickets: $12 at Campbell
River and Quadra Island Tourist Information centres • Info:
quadraquilters@gmail.com • QUADRA ISLAND

Saturday, June 30

Mayne Island Garden Club Home & Garden Tour—visit 7
attractive Mayne Island properties & enjoy refreshments • 10am–3pm
• Tickets: $20 • Info: Liz Howard, 250.539.3658 • MAYNE ISLAND

Sunday, July 1

63rd Annual Saturna Island Lamb Barbeque—traditional lamb
dinner, children’s games, live entertainment, beer garden, arts &
crafts, moorage at Winter Cove, shuttle to/from ferries dock; (sorry,
no dogs) • Winter Cove Park • Grounds open 10am-4:30pm; dinner
served 2-3pm • Dinner tickets: Adults $20, Children $10, Group
tickets available • Info:www.saturnalambbarbeque.com,
250.539.2452 • SATURNA ISLAND

Round the Islands

compiled by sara miles

Island Students Cycling the Globe
Michelle Marsden

While on our sailing journey in 1990, my family and I met
several remarkable French families cruising Hawaii on their
sleek aluminum sloops. Daniel Gagnon and his wife Joelle were
on Mogli with their three children Arnold, Audrey and Aurore.
Sailing alongside, on Tikai, were Claude Monchaud, his wife
Sylvie and young Virginie and Morgan. The two families were
an inseparable group, with a lust for adventure and knowledge,
who soon became our good friends.
Accepting our invitation to visit BC, the French flotilla
arrived on Pender Island that summer, fortified with an
additional four sailboats full of francophones. Evening meals at
our ‘land’ place became a 23-plate setting! Come fall, we
sponsored the Monchaud and Gagnon children into the Pender
School, where they attended, excelled in their studies and
participated actively in our community.
Daniel and Claude, as if natural brothers, grew up in France,
studied together, built boats alongside each other, and sailed to
Antarctica. On that famous expedition, they were intentionally
iced in for a winter. The voyage of Kim became legendary in
their book and film. The two adventurers remained close even
when they later met their wives, and had children at about the
same time. To this day, they continue living life large, together.
It’s no wonder that Claude’s son shared his father’s passion
and verve. Morgan recently returned to visit us en route around
the globe on a bicycle. Now in his late 20s, he and his biking
companions are 21 months into an intrepid adventure which
has taken them and their supply-laden bikes from France to
southern Europe, Africa, South America and the Antarctic. In
this last feat, they sailed from Argentina to the original site the
steel-hulled Kim anchored 30 years ago.
Next, the film-making bikers are heading up Vancouver Island
to Northern BC, Alaska, the Arctic Circle and New Zealand. From
there, they go on to Asia and home to France, for no doubt, a
heroes’ welcome. Follow their incredible trek, triumphs and tears
in this arduous but fulfilling undertaking at www.solidream.net.

Rethinking Our Food Systems

Farming. What does it mean on the Gulf Islands today? One
example is Foxglove Farm on Salt Spring Island. Six years ago,
Michael Ableman ‘picked up the threads’ at the 120-acre
homestead. Now, he organically grows fruits, vegetables, grains,
beans, legumes and more, selling his produce to local
restaurants and at the farmers market.
He has also been
instrumental in the recent
summer kayaking expansion and development
of SOLEfood, an urban

summer cycling
Unmatched
Power

11% Grades at 30km/hr
Custom
Electrically-Assisted
Bikes & Trikes
Louis Vallee

250-539-5317

agriculture development in Vancouver that is providing jobs
and training for Downtown Eastside residents. A self-described
‘contrary farmer’, Michael asks if ‘we have to do it the way we
always have’.
The next speaker at the Foxglove Centre for Arts, Ecology
and Agriculture education series is also rethinking farming
practices. Renowned farmer Joel Salatin, of Polyface Farm in
Virginia, whom you may also recognize from his appearance in
the Food, Inc documentary film, is coming to Foxglove on June
20 and 21.
Joel will give an evening talk called ‘Folks, This Ain’t Normal’,
followed by an intensive livestock farming workshop the next
day. It’s a great opportunity to learn new (old?) ways of farming,
from the man dubbed the ‘high priest of the pasture’ by the New
York Times.
‘His focus has been on livestock, he’s done a really good job
of articulating a new vision of how we look at pastures, livestock
and their relationship with each other and the land,’ says
Michael. ‘He has come up with some very creative strategies.’
Using technology to re-establish ‘historical normalcy’ is one
of Joels’ methods. With a focus on food security, he believes that
normalcy will include edible landscapes, domestic larders,
pastured livestock, solar-driven carbon cycling for fertility, and
a visceral relationship with life’s fundamentals: food, energy,
water, air, soil, fabric, shelter.
‘Food security is not in the supermarket,’ says Joel. ‘It’s not
in the government. It’s not at the emergency services division.
True food security is the historical normalcy of packing it in
during the abundant times, building that in-house larder, and
resting easy knowing that our little ones are not dependent on
next week’s farmers’ market or the electronic cashiers at the
supermarket.’ How can we achieve all this? Get started at
www.foxglovefarmsbc.ca.

Salt Spring Becomes ‘Velo Village’

Another exciting event coming to Salt Spring is the Velo Village
‘rural cycling celebration.’ On Saturday, June 23, some 400
cyclists will depart Swartz Bay, arriving at Fulford Harbour on
the first bicycle-only ferry.
The Cycling and Rural Mobility Conference on Friday, June
22 is also an exciting opportunity to meet and learn from local
and international leaders, policy makers and cycling advocates.
Among others presenting during the weekend, Island Tides
advertiser Louis Vallee will be speaking on electric bikes and
assisted recumbent cycles. His company, ARCycles, makes it
easy for people to power themselves around the Islands on two
(or three) wheels (see ad, below left).
While some residents have expressed safety concerns about
the large number of cyclists that will be on the roads, organizers
confirm that they have worked with a traffic engineer and local
emergency services personnel to reduce the risk for cyclists and
motorists sharing the road.
There will be art, music, dancing, and food throughout the
weekend, offering something for just about everyone. Are you
ready to cycle Salt Spring? Registration is required for some
events, so head to www.velovillage.ca now for all the details.
One last tip: until June 30, all cyclists can contact BCAA at
anytime if they have a mechanical breakdown on their bike.
Typically a member benefit, BCAA is offering their Road Assist
service to all cyclists in celebration of Bike Month. Just dial *222
from a cell phone, or 1.800.222.4357 anywhere in BC. 0

summer reads

Four Degrees Celsius by
Kerry Karram

2nd Annual Discovery Islands Festival of Chamber Music—with
Phil Hansen, Calgary Philharmonic’s principal cellist and ensemble
• THURS: French music & dinner, Kameleon; FRI: Vienna Masters
tapas, Southend Winery; SAT: ‘Latin Fire’, Community Centre; SUN:
Intimate Cello Brunch, Heriot Bay Inn • JULY 4-8: Master Classes
for cello, violin, viola, bass • Info & reservations: 250.285.3322,
www.heriotbayinn.com • QUADRA ISLAND

June 16, 1pm: Gallery Opening

Paintings by Judith Walker
250-629-6944
Driwood Ctr, Pender Island BC
Grace
Gr
ace P
Point
oint Square 250-538-0025
Salt Spring Island
www.blacksheepbooks.ca
www.b
www
.blacksheepbooks.ca

Thurs thru Sun, July 19-22

Friday thru Monday, August 3-6

30th Annual Filberg Festival—Artisans and Musicians from
across Canada, 130+ juried arts &
crafts; fundraiser for Filberg Heritage
Lodge & Park • 61 Filberg Road •
Tickets: $15 daily, 12 years and under
free, advance tickets $13 daily or $40
for four-day festival pass at Thrifty
Foods & online • Info:
www.filbergfestival.com, 250.334.9242 • COMOX

islandtides@islandtides.com • 250.629.3660
www.islandtides.com

BOOKS &GALLERY
Book Launch

Thursday to Sunday, July 12 to 15

10th Annual Denman Island Readers and Writers Festival—
mainstage events, themed readings and workshops • Featuring
Carmen Aguirre, Tzeporah Berman, Daniel Francis, Steven
Galloway, Lorna Goodison, Grant Lawrence, moderated by Des
Kennedy & Grant Lawrence • Info: 250.335.2576,
www.denmanislandwritersfestival.com • DENMAN ISLAND

TALISMAN

TOMBS OF THE
VANISHING INDIAN

MARIE CLEMENTS (DRAMA)

Galiano
Island’s

www.galianoislandbooks.com 250.539.3340
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beloved
AQUA
community

AD PROOF

summer flavours

bookstore

PUBLICATION DATE:
MARCH 29 2012

Over 25,000
titles
24 hour
response required
Here isbooks
a low-res pdf of your ad
New and used
for proofing via email.
Gifts/art supplies
& version
morewill be used in
A high res.

9100 East Saanich Rd
North Saanich

www.roostfarmcentre.com

www.talonbooks.com
To advertise, call
250-629-3660

Author events

printing.

Please proof this ad carefully
and reply
ASAP with your OK or
Annual Galiano
Island
changes. If you have changes,
Literary please
Festival
respond ASAP, thus allowing
the production team time to make the
1.877.795.BOOK
changes indicated.

ltrent@uniserve.com
If we do not receive changes, the ad
goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

ISLANDS BULLETIN BOARD
AUTO

Dave’s Drillling
& Blasting

RENTALS

Dave
250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640

Close to
Sidney & Victoria,
Ferries & Airport

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599

“We don’t stand
behind our work,
we stand behind a tree.”

Pick-ups arranged

Short & Long Term

- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

Hy-Geo
Consulting

Unlimited mileage
on the Islands
Seniors’ Specials

Book with the best!

Technical services for

Water Wells
Aquifers
Groundwater

Mention this ad for discount

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788

FREE!

(250) 658-1701

250-474-7325

information@hy-geo.com

Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!

20+ years experience
Metal roofs & torch-on

www.hy-geo.com

• WAter Wells
• HYdroFrActurIng

Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up
also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

to Improve Well YIelds

• drIllIng For geosource

1-800-746-7444
250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com
drill@drillwell.com

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

An Island Family Business for 46
Years!

APOLOGIES

HOME SALES

House for sale on Mayne Island:
www.mayneislandhome.com. Onemile, easy walk from ferry. $225K.
Studio condo for sale in Vancouver:
Upper Kitsilano, bright, east-facing
ground level, 424 sq ft. West 13th &
Pine. $247,000. Well maintained
building. Contact: Pippi33@telus.net,
604.255.3713.

BUY | RAISE | MOVE | LEVEL

BUY RECYCLED HOMES
RAISE Increase Square Footage
MOVE Subdivide Your Lot!
LEVEL Repair Foundation Issues

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-320-2268

Ship To Shore

Tree Service
Island-to-Island
Tree Removal
Topping /Thinning
Pruning
Lot Clearing

Arborist by Boat
John Racine

250.668.2186

M A R I N E S E RV I C E S
WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

On Time & On Budget

• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings

To advertise, call
250-629-3660

• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

Excellent references.
BBB, Licensed, Insured,
WCB, Visa, M/C.

www.soarecontracting.com

Ronald Besley
& Sons Inc.

Design, Drawings, Permits, Construction

Your one stop shop.
30 years experience–houses,
additions, renovations.
Licensed and insured.
All work professionally
completed.
Contact Ron for a friendly free estimate:

rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885
HAVE BOAT, WILL TRAVEL

EMPLOYMENT

Currents Resort at Otter Bay, Pender
Island: Part-time cleaners 2 days/week
(no weekends) June 22 to September
7. Please drop off resumes at office,
2315 MacKinnon Road, or email to
reservations.currents@gmail.com

MOORINGS

INSTALLED, SERVICED,
MAINTAINED
Dock Chain Inspection
& Replacement

Chris West
Dive Services

250-888-7199/250-538-1667

cdwest@telus.net

To advertise, email
islandtides@islandtides.com

NEXT DEADLINE June 20 PHONE OR EMAIL Sara or Christa at 250-629-3660, islandtides@islandtides.com
WORD ADS $16+hst (25 words), additional words 25¢ each
BOXED ADS B&W: $24.50/inch+hst COLOUR: $31.80/inch+hst DISCOUNTS Prepaid multi-issue series

BUDGET from page 1

number of amendments to bills that have come back from
committees. She and her staff have already prepared some 200
amendments to C-38 (to be considered at Third Reading,
should the Speaker allow the bill to go forward), and the Liberal
Party has agreed to back her. Each amendment would take at
least 15 minutes to be voted upon, so the entire process could
take around 50 hours.

STRATHCONA from page 1

is rapidly eroding places, natural wonders and ideas that hold a
powerful place in the hearts of most British Columbians. Things
we have long held as sacred and public are being stolen from
under our feet’, says Kelly. ‘We have no alternative but to
challenge these thefts of public assets, both on the ground and
in the courts. That is what this case is about.’
The Friends of Strathcona have garnered support from the
Environmental Dispute Resolution Fund (EDRF), an initiative
of West Coast Environmental Law (WCEL), who are dedicated
to saving the environment through law. ‘West Coast agrees with
the Friends that decisions about what goes on in Strathcona
Park, and other Provincial Parks, need to focus first and
foremost on what’s good for the park, and its ecosystems and
recreational users, and not on business interests’, states Andrew

Saturna Notes

T

Priscilla Ewbank

WWW.SHIPTOSHORE.CA

GSA

HOME AND PROPERTY SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE
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Effectively, May is leading the opposition to the Government
on this issue. She concludes: ‘To allow C-38 to masquerade as
a legitimate omnibus bill will bring our institutions into greater
disrepute. C-38 is widely understood in the popular media as a
fraud.’
For the complete text of MP May’s Point of Order, please visit
www.islandtides.com. 0
Gage, Staff Counsel and EDRF Liaison for West Coast.
‘We believe we have a strong case here’, says Kelly, noting
that the petition to the court is based on strong substantive
grounds. ‘Permission for this park use permit was granted by
the government despite overwhelming opposition from every
community adjacent to the park, from every public input
session and from a wide variety of citizens’ groups.’
The Friends will be arguing that there are limits to
ministerial discretion in granting a permit, including that the
permit cannot violate the public trust and that the Minister of
Environment must consider environmental impacts in granting
a permit.
‘This is an important case for all of us who want to protect
our commons for future generations’, says Kelly. ‘We feel we
have a good chance to win this battle.’ 0

he Islands are lush and vibrant and full of powerful
colours right now! Riding the ferry down the channels,
you can see the schoolbus-yellow of broom plants
jumping out from the background greens of all our variety of
trees and grasses. If it isn’t blooming right now, it is getting
ready to and that goes for grasses, trees, shrubs, migrant oxeye
daisies, foxgloves, and evergreens–so much mixing of genetic
material!
What a joy to have the summer citizens back from the south,
too. The returned vultures are politely horning in on the ravens
and eagles at the carnivore table, while the hummingbirds and
swallows make the daylight hours full of flight and sound. I love
having the southern migrants back; the flycatchers and their
Central American kin make the cool damp alder places full of
song and movement high in the leaf canopy. What a place we
live in!

Keeping Our Island Heritage Alive

On Saturday, June 2, the Saturna Island Heritage Committee
held the grand opening of the Saturna Island Heritage Centre
housed in the 70-year-old Fog Alarm Building at East Point.
What a happy day! It was gorgeous–warm and blue with
towering cloud banks as the various dignitaries were
introduced.
After Saturna Community determined it wanted to save the
iconic building from the usual fate of decommissioned
lighthouses and accessory buildings, the Heritage Committee
transformed the inspiration to reality through focus and
determination. The community swung into action with funds,
permission and collaborative assistance from our MP Elizabeth
May, Gulf Islands National Park Reserve (GINPR)
Superintendent Wayne Bourque, Dr Helen Davies, Director of
GINPR’s Change Management Team, Senator Pat Carney, past
CRD Director Ken Hancock, present CRD Director David
Howe, Saturna Community Club, Saturna Island Parks &
Recreation Commission and Heritage Canada .
Grant money totalling $70,000 went into this project. The
Island stretched every dollar with donated materials and
labour. Every project has a leader, and Islander Richard
Blagborne steered this new Island asset to completion,
inspiring people to see a place where they could make a vital
contribution and cheerfully putting the ‘long arm’ on all of us!
The building which housed the generators and apparatus
for making the deep, carrying sound of East Point fog horn was
completely renovated down to its original internal structure,
and now houses 18 photo-storyboards covering such subjects
as early settlers, navigation, the Moby Doll Story, East Point
light, Island life, models and maps. There is an audiovisual area
to display film clips, and a lovely old wooden cabinet full of
locally made items for sale in keeping with the Lighthouse
culture. The docent of the day greets Islanders and visitors,
welcoming them to this breathtaking part of the Gulf Islands
with sweeping views of Boundary Pass, Tumbo Island and the
Georgia Strait. There is a basket full of binoculars to loan out,
bringing the abundant wildlife close up and the very real
possibility of a visit from the Southern Orca pods.
As Richard introduced the guests, speeches, appreciation
and thank yous flowed all around. The president of the Saturna
Community Club, the Island group who originally sponsored
the effort, presented Richard with a gorgeous book from all of
the volunteers, in appreciation of his efforts. Created for the
occasion, the Saturna Heritage Flag was unfurled and snapped
in the breeze to the huzzahs and clapping of about 60 proud
Islanders. Homemade cake, punch sprinkled with petals, and
eager conversation completed the festive celebration.
Finishing the renovation of the historic and beautiful Fog
Alarm Building is the beginning of the vision. The next
component is in place already, giving the Island people the
capacity to tell the stories of our heritage. The Fog Alarm
Building houses the technology for recording reminiscences,
scanning old photographs and historic material.
Few Islands have a museum capable of storing artifacts. This
facility allows us to keep a large historical record without the
restrictions of maintaining the actual artifacts. Several Islanders
have already made short documentaries recording memories
of their lives on Saturna. The storyboards already in place are
designed to be augmented and replaced.
Looking out on the waters that many hope will become a
Marine Conservation Area, it is easy to dream of possible
marine, historical and cultural symposiums taking place here,
or a hydrophone to listen to J, K and L orca pods as they travel
through the watery passages that surround East Point on three
sides, and more powerful stories to inspire ourselves!
This beautifully restored building offers an example and
contains the components to further create richness in our
lives. 0

<

Did you appreciate this edition of Island Tides? Phone
in this year’s $28 voluntary subscription: 250.629.3660
(Visa/MC accepted). Thank you for your support!

www.islandtides.com
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The Great Blue Heron

T

Bird watching with David Manning

he Canadian West Coast! From
marshes to meadows, bluffs to bays,
forests to farms, there is magic here,
in any season. As legs are made for standing
and walking upon, make it a habit of taking
frequent strolls along the numerous trails or
roadways of this region.
If you’ve not been on a walk this week,
perhaps it is time to stop everything, get up
out of your favourite chair, and go outdoors
for a walk to enjoy this vast and buzzing
Earth.
One of your walks may find you near
water: ocean, lake, stream, pond, marsh or
other watercourse. Where there is water you
are likely to find a Great Blue Heron. It feeds
primarily on aquatic animals.
You must approach any watery area very
slowly and quietly, especially if you hope to
see a heron. You must stalk, be secretive. If
lucky, you will see this sleek bird standing
motionless, peering downward, looking for
a meal. You can certainly learn stillness and
patience from a heron, as they are the
epitome of intense concentration. Their long
powerful bill strikes quickly at just the right
second. They will eat just about anything.
They sometimes overdo it and have been
known to choke to death on large fish!
I once witnessed the remarkable
courtship ritual of a pair of Great Blue
Herons at a nest very near my home. Both
were at the nest about 20 metres up, in a red
alder tree. One was standing in the nest

while the other was on a nearby branch. All
day long, on and off, they performed a
stunning display of head and neck
stretching, wing flapping and bill snapping,
accompanied by unique calls, all the while
emphasizing their plumage. The male
would occasionally fly in a slow circle above
the nest area with his neck extended,
making sounds.
Between February and April, two bluishgreen eggs are laid. Chicks hatch in a month
and can fly about two months later. Both
parents share in all family affairs. Some
herons have been known to reach 23-yearsof-age.
Heron numbers are decreasing here on
the coast, mainly due to human activity. We
live in the heron’s favourite areas. As a
result, the Pacific Great Blue Heron (Ardea
Herodias fannini) has been placed on BC’s
Blue List of Vulnerable Species. Herons,
their nests and eggs are protected yearround by the BC Wildlife Act.
Keep a watchful eye for the Great Blue
Heron; like me, you may easily become
enamoured with these elegant birds.
And whenever you do go for a walk, leave
the world behind. Set forth on each walk as
if it were your very last one. The secret to
successful sauntering is to be forever on the
alert, to go slow and stop often, to soak in all
the natural wonders.
Please report any nesting herons to me,
at beingpresentnow@hotmail.com. 0

Photo story: Martin Blakesley

When the clouds parted late in the afternoon of June 5, students and staff at Gulf Islands
Secondary on Salt Spring were treated to a once in a lifetime view of Venus passing
across the face of our Sun. Here, the image from a telescope eyepiece is projected into a
cardboard box. The smaller dots are sunspots and the larger one Venus which, because
it’s the same size as our Earth, gives some sense of the Sun’s massive size.

BECAUSEÒWEÒLIVEÒHERE

summer eArtH educAtIon progrAms (seep) 2012

the gulf Islands centre for ecological learning is now accepting registrations for its
seep activities on mayne, pender, saturna and salt spring islands.
our programs integrate the knowledge and understanding of marine, forest and
freshwater ecosystems, food growing and local First nations knowledge. We use
natural science, multi-sensory experiences, art, photography, theatre, story telling,
music and play as core learning methods.

salt spring Island:
July 9-13, July 16-20, July 23-27

contact: michelle spencer,
mspencer@sd64.bc.ca

mayne Island:
August 6-10, August 13-17

pender Island: July 9-13, Aug 13-17
contact: Julie Johnston,
greenhearted@shaw.ca

contact: Jessica Willows,
jwillows@sd64.bc.ca

saturna Island: August 20-24

“A lot of thought went into finding the perfect first house,
...that’s why we insure our home through Western Financial Group.”

contact: Jessica Willows,
jwillows@sd64.bc.ca

time: 10am to 4pm, monday through Friday
children ages 6 to 12
Fees: $175.00/week/child under review

gIcel may be able to provide limited financial assistance
for families who have children wishing to participate.

gulF IslAnds centre For ecologIcAl leArnIng
consult our website at www.gicel.ca or email: gicel@gicel.ca.

To advertise in Island Tides regional newspaper, call 250-629-3660
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est Service Guarantee

helping our communities with all their insurance needs
Auto

Year-round gardening starts here… all you need is a greenhouse!
Halls English Greenhouses are known for high quailty & affordability.
Five models, 6 or 8ft wide, 4 to14ft long. Easy to assemble kits.
See our website for details.

Russell Nursery, Island Agent for Halls Greenhouses
1370 Wain Road, North Saanich, BC (first exit off ferry)
250-656-0384 www.russellnursery.com/greenhouses

tern Financial Group-Wes

To get a quick quote visit or call:
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UNITING ISLANDS BIG AND SMALL

If you receive Island Tides in your mailbox, pick it up from a yellow box or rack located from
Victoria to Campbell River, or read online, please show your support by mailing a voluntary
subscription of $25 + $3 hst = $28 (or amount of your choice) to:
Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0 (Or call with your VISA/MC: 250.629.3660)

Thank You For Supporting The News!

Buying, Selling or Renting on the Gulf Islands?
www.islandtides.com

TOLL FREE: 1-866-629-3166
www.docksiderealty.ca

