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BC Ferries
applying for fuel
surcharge

BC Ferries is making a formal application
to the BC Ferry Commissioner to
implement a fuel surcharge to recover
increasing fuel costs. ‘Fuel is our second
largest expense and the cost is growing,’
said BC Ferries’ President and CEO
David Hahn.
BC Ferries is seeking authorization for
extraordinary price cap increases, which
will allow the company to implement a
fuel surcharge of 70 cents for passengers
and $2.50 for underheight vehicles on
major routes connecting Vancouver
Island to the mainland. On smaller interisland routes the surcharge would range
from 25 cents to 70 cents each way for
passengers and from 60 cents to $2.50
for underheight vehicles. Higher
surcharges would apply to northern
routes that have longer travel distances.
The surcharges would not be in effect
until the Commissioner authorizes the
increases. Hahn says if the surcharges
are implemented the company will
delay its planned fare increase from
November 2005 until April 1, 2006. 0

Southern Islands
get own weather
forecast

Due to increasing population and the
area’s unique climate, Environment
Canada’s Meteorological Service of
Canada (MSC) has decided to separate
the Southern Gulf Islands’ weather
forecast from East Vancouver Island.
Depending on the weather pattern,
conditions in the two areas can be
markedly different and MSC is hoping
to give residents of the Islands more
accurate forecast information.
The Southern Gulf Islands forecast is
available by phone (250-363-6717 or
604-664-9010) and by radio (162.4 and
162.550 MHz). The forecast will also be
available online at MSC’s website:
www.weatheroffice.ec.gc.ca. Online you
can also browse past weather data and
subscribe to an email service that notifies
you when there local weather warnings.
For more information on MSC’s
weather services, contact Anne McCarty
at anne.mccarty@ec.gc.ca. 0
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How many sheep does it take to stare down Buster, a young golden retriever? Not too many when they
are safely behind the fence keeping the orchard grass trimmed at Corbett House Heritage B&B on
Pender Island…A great reminder that dogs must not run loose when sheep are near. Sheep-worrying,
which is the official term for what dogs do, is a major concern for Island farmers.

Council helps Canada say no to GE
foods ~ Mike Logan
The Council of Canadians kicked off the
‘GE-Free Canada’ movement in
Vancouver on June 2 at the Maritime
Labour Centre. Headlining the event were
famed Saskatchewan farmer Percy
Schmeiser and the whistleblowing former
Health Canada official, Dr Shiv Chopra.
Colin Palmer, chair of the Powell River
Regional District, the first regional district
in Canada to pass a GE-free resolution,
and Amy Watson, a Fraser Valley organic
farmer, also spoke at the event.
According to Tara Scurr, the organizer
for the Council’s 32 chapters throughout
BC and Yukon, the goal of the GE-Free
Canada movement is to have the
Federation of Canadian Municipalities
pass a GE-free resolution when it meets in
June 2007. To that end, the Council is
building on existing and pending GE-free
resolutions.
‘This is an exciting movement to be a
part of,’ Scurr said, ‘it’s such an exciting,
dynamic issue.’ She explained that there
were ‘all kinds of creative ways’ that
participants, including high schoolers and
octogenarians alike, would be getting the
message out.
The Council, being an independently

funded NGO, has organized several largescale public service movements, including
a
mail-a-piece-of-bread-to-your-MP
campaign that resulted in Monsanto
backing off from trying to pressure the
Canadian government to adopt GE wheat.
The GE-Free Canada event is focused on
tying in the estimated 300 food safety
groups throughout the province while
getting the message out.
‘In all polling that’s being done in US
and Canada, over 90% of respondents say
they have the right to know what they’re
eating so that they can make an informed
choice’, Scurr said, explaining, ‘people are
concerned, we don’t know what the long
term effects of eating GE foods will be.’
The importance of passing GE-free
resolutions and legislation is a ‘really hot
issue on the West Coast,’ Scurr said,
pointing out that in the European Union,
162 provinces and regions and 4,500 local
governments have passed GE-free
resolutions. She also acknowledges that
the resolutions mean different things in
different places; in an area where GE
crops already exist, it’s more practical to

COUNCIL, please turn to page 7

Federal Marine
Protected Areas (MPA)
Strategy released

On June 8, Geoff Regan, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans, and
Stéphane Dion, Minister of the Environment, released the
Federal Marine Protected Areas (MPA) Strategy. The Strategy is
a key deliverable of Canada’s Oceans Strategy and Canada’s
Oceans Action Plan, which was announced on May 27, 2005.
‘The Federal Marine Protected Areas Strategy was outlined
in broad strokes in the Oceans Action Plan,’ said Minister
Regan. ‘Now, on World Oceans Day, we’re putting the OAP into
action. This Strategy will help us develop a coordinated federal
approach to establish a comprehensive network of national
marine protected areas, as well as interact more effectively with
Canadians.’
‘It is fitting that we are able to release the Marine Protected
Areas Strategy during the Canadian Environment Week, as this
strategy is a key step in ensuring the future health of Canada's
ocean ecosystems,’ said Minister Dion.’
The Oceans Act provides the Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans with a leadership role for coordinating the development
and implementation of a federal network of marine protected
areas. The responsibility for the network is shared between three
federal departments and agencies with mandated
responsibilities to establish and manage marine protected areas:
Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Parks Canada Agency and
Environment Canada.
Canada’s federal marine protected area network is
comprised of three core programs including:

FEDERAL MPA, please turn to page 7

Pristine low-bank, south & west facing waterfront home on one of
the best lots in the Gulf Islands. Over 2 acres with private coves
and approx. 375 ft. of shoreline to roam. You're steps away from
Thomson Park, the strata dock and a 78-acre estate vineyard.
This beautifully landscaped property is offered at $1,350,000

Old Point Farm Ltd is a land cooperative of 260 acres and
only 28 shareholders in a private, exclusive area. Share in miles
of shoreline, acres of walking trails, grassy meadows, and
dock. Site 13 includes its own 1.4 acre lot and a lovely 2,000
sq ft home with complete pottery studio. Offered at $890,000

SATU RN A I S LA N D R E A LT Y

SATU RN A I S LA N D R E A LT Y

Joan Combes, Broker/Owner

Joan Combes, Broker/Owner

phone 250.539.2121 fax 250.539.5567 toll free 1.866.539.2121
Visit our website for more photos and information: www.saturnarealty.com

phone 250.539.2121 fax 250.539.5567 toll free 1.866.539.2121
Visit our website for more photos and information: www.saturnarealty.com
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Egg-selling solution for Salt Spring ~ Mike Logan

A recent meeting between Vancouver Island Health Authority
(VIHA) officials and Salt Spring farmers’ market vendors found
common ground in the struggle to sell local eggs at the market
(see Island Tides, June 2). Under the new agreement, VIHA has
amended the rules regarding the sale of ungraded eggs at
temporary food markets. Under the new rules, eggs must be
cleaned, not cracked, and the cartons must be clean and labelled
with a ‘not inspected’ sticker. Additionally, the eggs must be kept
refrigerated and be from the producers’ own farm.
Most farmers, who ‘just wanted to be able to sell eggs legally’
according to market coordinator Matthew Coleman, cited
Alberta laws which allow farm-to-market sales of ungraded eggs
if the producer has less than 300 chickens and follows similar
health guidelines.
Though officials from the Ministry of Agriculture Food and
Fisheries (MAFF) have objected to the rules, noting that
regulations still prohibit the sale of ungraded eggs anywhere but
the farm gate, VIHA relaxed the rules based on guidance from
the Ministry of Health.
In response to this cross-jurisdictional conflict, Salt Spring
columnist and farmer John Wilcox says, ‘The real question is

Food Security: Part I ~ Mike Logan
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Genetic Engineering and the Future of Food

hey’ve been called ‘Frankenfoods’, but genetically
engineered (GE) foods have also been heralded as a
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safety of genetically modified organisms (GMOs), but neither
have there been any reports of GMO-related illness outbreaks.
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www.islandmarine.ca

www.islandtides.com
since 1969

A Trip of a Lifetime:

Africa—21-day Exclusive Vacation to South Africa,
Botswana & Victoria Falls departing Sept 05/05. Escorted
from Vancouver by Travel Industry Expert. Limited to 14
guests. Call TravelTST.ca now at 604-273-1811 ext 241

604•273•1811 1•800•665•4541
BC Reg 3231-4

What are your
options?

Find out from your
Gulf Islands’ alternative
energy specialists

Energy Options

energyoptions@telus.net

250-537-8371

364 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island
electrical contractors • solar • wind • microhydro systems

Breakaway
Need Rental Revenue?
Vacations

Put BreakawayVacations.com to work for you

ed ad. Please fax back sign-off/corrections on

1-800-800-7252

Breakawayvacations.com is a division of
Lloyds Travel & Cruises — 906 West Broadway, Vancouver

Planning vacations for Canadian travellers since 1951

GMOs: the Public Assumes All Risk

Any seed, crop, or food derivative thereof, which has had its
genes artificially altered through scientific methodology is
considered GE. This includes, according to Tara Scurr of the
Council of Canadians, about 70% of the food on supermarket
shelves. Currently, neither Canadian nor American regulations
require the labelling of any GE food product, leaving it up to
concerned consumers to search for food content information.
Proponents of GMO foods claim that cultivation of unique
strains offers better varieties of foods to feed the public. For
instance, by inserting certain genes that reduced a tomato’s
tendency to spoil in transit, a company known as Calgene
created a modified (and patented) tomato meant to improve
taste, quality, and freshness. Unfortunately, the tomato did
terribly in the fields, and after losing millions, Calgene was
eventually bought out by Monsanto.
About 85% of US soybeans, 75% of US cotton, and 50% of US
corn are GMOs—100,000,000 acres in all. Most of the gene
fiddling is done to provide resistance to drought, pests and
herbicides. A new form of GE agriculture is taking hold as well.
Experiments involving insertion of Vitamin A or
pharmaceuticals are underway in the hopes that antibiotics or
vaccines be introduced to the food system. Tara Scurr describes
the process as ‘biofarming’ or ‘pharming’.
Scurr says that the real dangers are unknown. ‘When
different genes are being ‘shot’ into organisms, there’s no way to
know…how it’s going to interact with the existing plant or other
plants in the wild.’ ‘There’s too many unanswered questions,’ she
points out, noting that carefully controlled scientific experiments
detailing long-term risk don’t yet exist.
Lisa Dry of the Biotechnology Industry Organization said in
a recent Christian Science Monitor article that federal groups
have ‘scrutinized’ these foods for two decades, and have
determined them to be safe for public marketing and
consumption. It should be noted, however, that although GE
seeds are patented, they can be spread on the wind like any other
seed, and have the serious potential to interfere with
surrounding
crops. This
is what
landed Canadian farmer Percy
Island Tides
thanks
you
Schmeiser in court with Monsanto.
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for your patronage.
Monsanto vs. a GE-Free Canada
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on the wrong side of the road. The
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canola, Monsanto’s patented Roundup Ready seed. The
company then sued Schmeiser, successfully, for illegally
possessing the crop without having purchased the seed. The
judge ruled that it didn’t matter how it happened; once
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Publishing Ltd, Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0
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Fax 250-629-3838
Email: islandtides@islandtides.com
Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:

• Homeowners
• Commercial
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• Bed & Breakfasts
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#1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island
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7178 W. Saanich Rd, Brentwood Bay
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why is MAFF is attempting to quash sales made by small-scale
farmers?’ According to a MAFF official, 98.5% of BC eggs go
through inspection and grading. That means the Egg Marketing
Board and MAFF are objecting to a mere 1.5% share of the
market (province-wide). Wilcox also points out that only 1/3 of
the eggs eaten by residents of Vancouver Island and the Gulf
Islands come from area producers (the rest are shipped in from
Fraser Valley, Manitoba, and the USA—which doesn’t even
abide by the Canadian quota system.)
MAFF official Brent Warner, who originally created the
Direct Farm Marketing Association, says farmers need to have a
focused approach in order to change the regulations. ‘We don’t
have the ability to exempt small-scale farmers,’ he said, calling it
an ‘obvious problem.’ However, with an estimated 50% of BC
farmers’ markets selling ungraded eggs, the potential for
organization is strong.
Though MAFF, the Farm Industry Review Board, and the
Certified Organic Associations of BC are currently considering
expanding the ‘specialty producer’ market for small-farm eggs,
the current regulations stand. Meanwhile, for egg vendors at the
Salt Spring farmers’ market, it’s business as usual. 0

Monsanto’s ‘property’ was in Schmeiser’s fields, Percy was liable.
Percy’s counter suit, alleging that the company contaminated his
crop and should have to compensate him, failed.
Such lawsuits have inspired activists around the world to take
up the cause on behalf of the consumer and the producer, and put
an end to big agriculture’s domination of the marketplace. Foodsafety advocates have also realized that, if they want to have GEfree zones, they need to work on local, provincial (or state) and
national levels. This has given rise to movements in Prince Edward
Island (which would be the first province to pass such a
resolution), Montreal (the first big city), and Powell River, which
has already passed a resolution vowing no GE crops will be planted
in the regional district. The Council of Canadians is currently
engaged in a nationwide movement, GE-Free Canada, to rally food
safety groups to the cause (see related article, page 1).

A World Issue

The issue of genetic engineering is not confined to any particular
geographic region. In the US, for instance, three California
counties have banned GE crops (or new GE crops), while three
others have failed to pass similar measures. Counties like Yolo
are still embroiled in the debate, and, as reported by the Daily
Democrat, the local Farm Bureau isn’t putting a position
forward just yet, though they are on the ‘cautious side’.
Meanwhile, several other states—Georgia, Idaho, Iowa and
Kansas among them—have passed legislation prohibiting local
municipalities or counties from banning GE crops, effectively
removing the power from local citizens.
Articles promoting the use of biotech (another word for GE)
crops also report on the high incidence of cross contamination.
The EU has prohibited US corn products that aren’t strictly
tested because of recent food pollution, and US markets in Asia
were lost when GE corn, not approved for human consumption,
was found commingled with other grains.
Other parts of the world have experienced difficulties as well.
In Thailand, a recent public outcry forced the government to close
an experimental GE papaya field after it was found that the seeds
were on Thai farms hundreds of kilometres away. Though the
government complied with public requests in the short term, it is
still facing pressure to resume testing, and has arrested two of the
Greenpeace activists associated with discovering the GE seeds.

The Future of Food

‘People have the power, we just don’t seem to see that yet,’ said
filmmaker Deborah Koons Garcia following the screening of her
powerful exposé on GMOs titled ‘The Future of Food’. Her film,
which she describes as ‘Silent Spring’ meets ‘The Battle of
Algiers’, screened in Victoria and Vancouver at the end of May,
and shows just how real the threat of GE foods are.
One example is American corn in Mexico. Because American
corn farmers are subsidized, it is cheaper for Mexicans to purchase
American corn than Mexican corn. In 2001, a University of
California Berkley microbial ecologist discovered that GE corn was
growing in remote Mexican farming plots around Oaxaca. This
disturbing discovery gave rise to a very real fear among peasant
farmers there—under international trade and patent laws,
corporations could theoretically sue for patent infringement and
‘reclaim’ entire crops, just as they had done with Schmeiser.
The biotech industry also claims that GMO crops can give
higher yields and help feed starving masses worldwide. In fact,
corporate sponsored GMO crops are depressing crop prices so that

GE FOODS, please turn to page 5

WELL WATER
IS YOUR

SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334
fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
ome articles write themselves from
beginning to end. Some are a struggle to
get off the ground, and then take off. I’ve
come to learn that when they don’t move at a
smart clip, given all the interesting things that
the Saturna community affords to write about,
it is because I’m undecided about how to
approach some big community happening. So,
since I’m vacillating and procrastinating, I’m
just going to jump right in.
At the café today a friend said, ‘I don’t like
that you put notices of someone’s death on the
front door of the Store. That’s not the way I
want to find out that someone I care about has
died—and I’m not the only one who thinks that
way!’ Several of us assured this person that the
Store, under many ownerships, has always
provided that courtesy to its community. I
walked away thinking, ‘So how do any of us
want to hear that someone we care about has
died?’ And this is how I have come to tell you
that Rick Tipple died suddenly on his way
home with his wife Judy from Prince Rupert on
Saturday, June 4. I didn’t want to hear that
news delivered in any form that I can think of.

Rick Tipple

Rick and Judy Tipple
came to Saturna, oh, I
can’t remember now,
10 years ago, I think.
They are a founding
family of the Group of
Thirty, designed their
house and live on the
land full-time. They
got involved in all sorts
of
community
activities—each with
their own specialties.
Rick, the English
teacher, got involved
in
our
local
The RICK TIPPLE
newspaper,
Scribbler, and away it
and he went. Rick got everyone involved all
through the community and took lots of
photographs, excellent photographs, of
anything that was happening on Saturna with
whoever was doing it in the middle of the
photo. What a gift to see ourselves, personally
and as a community, in writing and in
photographs. Turning out a paper, even with
lots of help, is a huge task requiring lots of
computer techie knowledge. And Rick had the
package that kept The Scribbler an important
and anticipated publication event.
Rick never just belonged to any group, he did
things, he had lots to offer the Saturna
Community Club, the David Elford Holding
Company aka the Group of Thirty, Recycling,
and Saturna School. He and Judy, being lifelong
teachers, tutored Saturna students. And now,
just now, you begin to hear about the things he
did for people that made a difference in their
lives that you never would have suspected.
It takes time to fathom the death of a friend;
in the community we comfort ourselves by
talking with each other. For Judy, she is
beginning a new journey and we will do what
we can to be supportive. There will be a
celebration of Rick’s life, July 9, one week after
the Lamb BBQ (Rick would agree with Judy’s
choice of date). You’ll see the announcement on

the door of the Store and read it in The
Scribbler.

We supply:

• steel cisterns –
polypropylene-lined,
5,000 – 30,000 gal.
• roof washers, debris
pails, high capacity
filters
BOB BURGESS

Parks and Rec Busy

Parks and Recreation is very busy this time of
year. Besides sponsoring the Taylor Point Walk
and Paddle with the Saturnina, lunch
provided, they are doing garden tours. Carol
Money toured about 15 people through her
wonderful garden, enthusiastically talking
about how she creates a harmonious whole
with color and texture, contrast and repetition.
This past weekend, the public was welcome to
tour Margaret Wilson’s tiny garden, the
Hollingshead’s orchard garden, and Debra
Gibson’s native woodland garden. Great job
Parks and Recreation!

Oystercatchers on a
Winning Streak

Did you know that the Saturna Oystercatchers
have won the last eight baseball games they
played! Every week now through the summer
they play at Hunter field or have ‘away from
home’ games. The scene is great with cheering,
the little kids tootling about visiting—oblivious
to most of the action, the teenagers lolling
about, and everyone
downing hamburgers
and other munchies.
The field always looks
great and it’s fun to see
your friends dressed
up in blue suits and
doubling as super
athletes.

• harvesting systems
• design
• installation
• service

tel. 250-246-2155
bburgess@pacificcoast.net

www.rainwaterconnection.com

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

Lamb BBQ
Prep Moving
Along

The Saturna Lamb
BBQ Wood Cutting
Bee
went
like
clockwork, organized
by Ian Gaines, with
alder wood donated from the Group of Thirty,
and moved to the site by the Gaines family.
From five to six people chainsawed, split and
stacked a couple of cords of wood in an hourand-a-half to keep those 26 lambs cooking to
perfection on BBQ Day. The Mint Sauce
Making Party was a success, also, with plenty of
mint sauce for the diners and to sell prepared.
The next BBQ Work Bees are on June 18, to
prepare the site and the kitchen stuff at the
Community Hall. Everyone is welcome at both
sites.

Thanks and Congrats!

Derm Carberry, Saturna’s mechanic-at-large, is
owed thanks by the community for creating a
lawnmower (out of three others and probably a
motor boat) to be kept in the cemetery shed
and used to mow the graveyard.
Corinne Muir House graduated this week
with a Bachelor of Arts in English from the
University of Victoria. With her on this special
day were her mom and dad, Bill and Flora
House, sister Raeanne, grandmother Renie,
and always supportive, dear friend Bill
Sheffeld. Corinne has applications in to teach
English in Japan and as soon as she has a job
she will leave. Saturna wishes this young
woman all the best and congratulates her on

(250) 386-7643
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Propane

From the tank to the appliance
& everything in between

%XTRAORDINARY (OMES FOR %XTRAORDINARY 0EOPLE
0LEASE CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO DISCUSS YOUR DREAM HOUSE PLANS

The Islands largest supply of PROPANE
parts, supplies and appliances.
Shop service for residential, marine & RV
appliances.
We stock parts, fittings, hoses,
regulators, gauges & BBQ parts.
Government licensed gas fitters to
advise & help with your project.
We ship anywhere & advice is always free.

/FlCE    E MAIL SALES 3ORENSEN&INE(OMESCOM

SEAPLANES
Leaves Vanc. Airport

For more information call:
Aztec Appliances Ltd.
385 S. Terminal Avenue
Nanaimo, B.C. V9R-5C7

250-754-5054

lpchick@telus.net

For fuel deliveries call:
Superior Propane

7:30am
11:30am
4:30pm

1-800-447-3247
604-273-8900

www.seairseaplanes.com

8 Scheduled Flights Daily

des: Port Wash, Lyall, Miners

5:30pm

des: Ganges, Thetis, Montague

1-877-873-7467

Leaves Gulf Islands

‘ Some conditions apply’

8:00am
12:00pm
5:00pm

dep: Port Wash, Lyall, Miners

FREQU
EN
FLYE T
DISCO R
UNTS

6:00pm

dep: Ganges, Thetis, Montague

Your source for all things PROPANE.

FREE shuttle service to main terminal and bus exchange
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around the world, based on
acoustic instruments and
regular interviews with local
musicians.
~ Gillian Allan
Tune in to CFUV 101.9 fm in Victoria, 104.3cable fm, or to the internet at http://cfuv.uvic.ca.
Spring
Mayne Filmmaker
got us into
Wins Prize
motion and
The
7th
film by Mayne Islander
now we’re moving into busy
Gail
Noonan,
called More
summertime. Creativity and fun levels are
won
Best
Animation
Sensitive,
high, people inspired. Here’s some of the
at the Female Eye Film Festival
Islands’ artistic news…
(www.femaleeyefilmfestival.com)
10-minute Play Contest
in Toronto. The two-minute
KIM IN MORE SENSITIVE
Before it gets really busy you might want to sit down and write—
film uses a multitude of
quickly though. Playwrights only have until July 30 to enter the
animation techniques including cutouts, hand-coloured
Gulf Islands 6 x 10 Playwriting Contest. Inspired by the success
photographs, plasticine and stop motion.
of long-running annual 10-minute play competitions put on by
The film incorporates both the music and the face of jazz
US actor’s theatres, Salt Springers Sid Filkow and Stan Derelian
musician and fellow Mayne Islander Kim Darwin who has
are creating a Gulf Islands version. The six best plays will receive
played for years with various groups around Vancouver. He
a $30 gift certificate to Watermark Books in Ganges and be
originally penned a song as a self-parody of his days playing
presented in a showcase production or staged reading later in
piano lounges in Vancouver. As soon as Gail heard the song she
the year. For more information email: gi6x10@yahoo.ca.
knew that it should be set to animation.
Gabriola Radio Show
This is the second award for More Sensitive. It won the
Using a shoutcast server, the power of the Internet, the
Government of Canada Best Short Animation Award at the
programmer’s pseudo recording studio, and some proVictoria Independent Film and Video Festival in February 2004.
equipment (a gift from CFUV), Gabriola’s ‘ciuf-fm’ has launched
Since then it has screened at 20 festivals across Canada, the US,
an experimental broadcasting effort. Every Thursday from
Europe and Australia. For more info, you can visit Noonan’s
6–7pm, ‘Live from Gabriola Island’ will feature music from
website at www.cartoonan.com. 0

Round The Islands

17,000 copies this issue

Every Second Thursday
www.islandtides.com

GULF ISLANDS’ ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY
NEWSPAPER

8,500 copies
delivered to
Southern
Islands’
households
8,500 copies on
the Ferry Routes
Sidney,Victoria
& north of the
Malahat to
Nanaimo

ISLAND TIDES PUBLISHING Ltd
Box 55, Pender Island B.C. V0N 2M0

Publisher & Editor: Christa Grace-Warrick
Contributors: Patrick Brown, Mike Logan, Priscilla Ewbank,
Gillian Allan, Anne Ashton

Telephone: 250-629-3660 Fax: 250-629-3838
Email: news@islandtides.com & islandtides@islandtides.com
Deadline: Wednesday between publications
Off-Islands Canadian Subscriptions $42.80

Going Somewhere?

Voluntary Mail & Box Pick-up Subscriptions $21.40

whittome’s travel
60 Station Street, Duncan

1-800-434-0566

travel.whittome@shawcable.com
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LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

STANDING SE AM METAL ROOFING
FO R W ATER C OLLECTION S YSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157

CELL 250-361-5028

FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 21 Years

GULF ISLAND SPECIALISTS!

OCEANFRONT LOTS
ON PENDER & SATURNA ISLANDS

SATURNA ISLAND

Readers’ Letters

Time to Act on BC-STV

Dear Editor:
Regarding the overwhelming landslide in Saanich North and the
Islands in favour of BC-STV, with the finalized ‘yes’ vote here
being 61.4%, I have written Murray Coell to ask him exactly how
he intends to represent the obvious wishes of his constituents to
the government and in the Legislature.
He has responded with ‘I will keep the feelings of my
constituents in mind during this discussion.’ I personally would
like to know exactly where he stands on this and I have written
him back.
I don’t see how any of our MLAs, Liberal or NDP, can choose
to ignore this issue, given the landslide ‘yes’ vote of 57.7%.
Remember, the BC Liberals won all but two seats in the
Legislature in 2001, with a similar percentage of voters giving
them their support. And they are currently claiming to have a
mandate for their vision of the province with a 45.8% minority
of the popular vote. Surely 57.7% voting in favour of something
is a huge mandate for change.
I would urge all those who voted ‘yes’ to take a few minutes
and write or email Mr. Coell to help him clarify his views, and
send a copy to our premier. The people have spoken, it is now up
to our representatives to act.
Jim Traversy, Mayne Island

Galiano Cops for Cancer Fundraiser

Dear Editor:
Since there is no ‘Balding for Dollars’ event on Pender Island to
support, I’m having my own ‘Cops for Cancer’ event on June 12.
At about 10am at the Lions Hall on Galiano Island, we’ll be
having a brunch and head shave. After this, I’ll be cycling from
the Lions Hall to the North Community Hall (26km). From
there, I’ll be running back to the Lions Hall (another 26km).
When I get back to the Lions Hall, we’ll be having a Bingo.
All money raised will go toward this year’s Cops for
Cancer/Tour de Rock. Then, on Canada Day, we’ll be having
Part II of our head shaves in conjunction with our Canada Day
celebrations. Since we are having two head shaves, I’ll be getting
half of my head shaved on June 12, and the other half shaved on
Canada Day.
If you have any questions, give me a call at 250-539-2309.
Constable Scott Hilderley, Galiano Island

Island Planning

Dear Editor:
With reference to Patrick Brown’s article on Island Planning
(Island Tides, May 12), I applaud some of the principles he
espouses but question some of his statements regarding
transportation.
There seems to be no logic in firstly pointing out the
inadequacies of Island roads,
not to mention their danger
level and then suggesting that
regular bus service, using full
size school buses be instituted.
To begin with, not all Islands
Growell
have a school bus (Mayne
does not), and there are many
types of tour buses (which he
condemns outright) which
Starts with occupy considerably less road
the right soil space than a school bus.
The idea of connected,
Top Soil
linear, vehicle-free trails is a

Gardening for Success...

Bark Mulch
Composted Manure
Sand & Gravel

We load pickup and trailers
We deliver small or large loads
5115 Polkey Rd Duncan
PENDER ISLAND

Brian Harris & Dave Cochlan

1-866-558-LAND (5263)

www.landquest.com

(250)746-8873

Blue Diamond
Gravel & Turf Ltd.
Monday to Saturday 8 am to 5 pm
www.growell.bc.ca

good one. The reality of such systems being available within five
years is slim indeed. Presumably, Mr. Brown is advocating
biking, hiking and walking along these trails, since the chaotic
roads are becoming too dangerous for these activities to take
place. He is right in saying that Ministry of Transportation and
Highways will not build them. Should any eventually be built,
they will very likely come through the efforts of the various
Islands’ parks commissions, all of whom are struggling to find
sufficient volunteers to maintain the parks and trails they
currently have.
As the principle driver and data keeper for MIDAS Taxi on
Mayne Island, I applaud his recognition of the value of such a
service. Taxi licences are hard to get and harder to retain. In
many cases, Island taxis perform a variety of community service
journeys and tasks, very often at no cost.
Alan Guy, Mayne Island

Remove Caterpillars, Not Trees

Dear Editor:
I live at Plum Tree Court, North Pender Island, which is owned
and operated by Pender Island Seniors Housing Society. The
complex, like other properties on the Islands, has been infested
with tent caterpillars to various degrees over the years. A couple
of weeks ago I returned home to find the management of the
complex attempted to deal with these irritants by deforesting a
portion of the complex.
As of this writing, the cut trees are laying on the ground, some
leaning into still standing trees. I spoke with a member of the
Conservancy about the cut trees and was informed that the ageold problem of what an owner can do to his/her property in
regards to logging, for whatever reason, remains of concern. But
there was little, if anything, they could do.
I am aware that there are alternative methods to deal with the
critters, although perhaps labour intensive. I am also aware that
even a tree that has been infested will not necessarily die but will
eventually regain its ability to leaf. I invite the public to take a
drive around the complex and see an example of what not to do.
Of interest is the fact that some alder has still been left standing.
Now, I am concerned about the fallen tress and underbrush that
is exposed. Fire season is upon us, and the site just awaits a
careless smoker to start a major fire here on the complex.
It might be an appropriate time for Island Tides to reprint its
article on management of tent caterpillars.
Gary Marjerrison, North Pender Island
Editor’s Note: To read a copy of our article on tent
caterpillars called ‘These Crawlies are Not so Creepy’, visit our
online archive at www.islandtides.com and download our
May 20, 2004 issue. The article is on page six.

Mount Erskine has $200,000 to Go

Dear Editor:
Thank you for your coverage of our Mount Erskine campaign
(Island Tides, June 2). One mistake. We were $240,000 from
our goal at the time the article was published. The total price is
$650,000 and $410,000 was raised.
Currently, we have surpassed the $450,000 mark, with
$200,000 left to go. We feel we are definitely at base camp and
heading for the summit.
We want to encourage everyone to keep donating until we get
there. Islanders have been extremely generous. It has been the
nicest project to work on because all we have had to do is inform
everyone that there is a campaign on and the money keeps
coming in. No one wants to lose the top of Mt. Erskine.

LETTERS, please turn to facing page

PORT BROWNING MARINA, CAFE & PUB
JOIN US

FOR

LIVE MUSIC:

JUNE 17 & 18: THOR & THE THUNDERCATS
JUNE 24 & 25: BIJOUX DU BAYOU
Café: Open 7am–8pm daily • Early Bird Special $4.95 (7–9:30am daily)
Pub: Open from Noon daily • Licensed Liquor Store: Open from 10am daily

629-3493 • www.portbrowning.com • portbrowning@cablelan.net

‘What’s On?’
Saturday & Sunday, June 18 & 19

Denman Island Home and Garden Tour—Ella Days’
sublime waterfront home with its curved roof and rounded
walls nestled in serene woodland; perennial tour favourite,
broadcaster and author Des Kennedy’s homestead with its stone
pathways and terraces; plus eight other (one new) imaginative
homes and glorious gardens; lunches, art show • 9:30am–5pm
both days • Tickets: $15 by Visa, Reservations 250-335-1009 •
Info: 250-335-2576 or http://denmanis.bc.ca/gardentour • ON
DENMAN ISLAND

Thurs to Sun, June 23 to July 17

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and
Juliet–directed by Marek Czuma • June 23,
24, & 25, July 1 & 2: South Galiano
Community Hall (141 Sturdies Bay Rd),
7:30pm, tickets available at Galiano Island
Books and at door; July 9, 10, 16 & 17:
outdoors at Bellhouse Inn (29 Farmhouse Rd),
2pm, tickets at the door (will cancel for rain) •
Tickets: $12 adults/$10 seniors and students
(Thurs is pay what you can) • Info: 250-539-2911
• ON GALIANO ISLAND

Friday, July 1

Saturna Island Lamb Barbeque—traditional lamb dinner,
children’s games, live entertainment, beer garden, local arts and
crafts (no dogs on site); moorage at Winter Cove, water taxis from
Pender, Salt Spring, Mayne, Galiano and Sidney (250-629-3920
or 250-539-3200), bus shuttle from ferry terminal • Winter Cove

GE FOODS from page 2

farmers cannot often reclaim money they put into farming.
Meanwhile, 800,000 people starve to death each year, and
according to Richard Kimball at the Centre for Food Safety, it’s not
because of a lack of food supply, but a lack of access to the food.

Bioequivalence

‘[Biotech corporations] try to tell you it’s the same as natural
foods, they call it bioequivalence,’ said Dr Shiv Chopra, the
former Health Canada official fired for whistleblowing, at a
recent conference, ‘it’s absolute rubbish.’ He explained further
that nature has never allowed a fish gene to be inserted into a
flower. ‘The Future of Food’ expands on this point; in order for
genetic modification to take hold, viruses and bacteria such as E.
coli are used in a process known as cellular invasion.
Another oft repeated mantra of biotech enthusiasts is that
LETTERS from previous page
We are having some help from the little people as well. I don't
know if the fairies are picking pockets or just finding loose
change on the pathways but small buckets of change are
appearing in front of their homes (at the doors) and we are sure
it is for the campaign. The fairies want the mountain left the way
it is, undeveloped!
Jean Gelwicks, Salt Spring Island
Editors Note: See the fundraising update on page 7.

A Sorry State Of Affairs

Dear Editor:
On June 3, I was lucky enough to hear Dr. Shiv Chopra speak on
Salt Spring about the sorry state of affairs at Health Canada, an
organization originally put in place to protect the health of all
Canadians, but now just a rubber stamp to push through any
drug/procedure that industry wishes.
I urge every Canadian, in fact everyone in the world, to check
out his message. He is a very honest, honorable, dedicated man,
who is concerned with your health, and the health of your
offspring. He is one of the most incredible, and powerful
speakers I have heard for a long time. Some of the disturbing
things Dr. Chopra said:
1) He worked for Health Canada for 35 years, during which
he was instrumental in preventing Bovine Growth Hormone
from being released in Canada. Unfortunately when he started
to speak out about health concerns, and require companies to
show data that the drugs they wanted to release would not harm
us, the companies would/could not produce these studies. But
they still wished him to pass their drug. Chopra says the
Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) and Health Canada
are not concerned with the health of the Canadian public, but
instead are there to satisfy corporations.
2) As a whistleblower, he spoke out about unsafe drugs and
was frequently suspended, then eventually fired (a common fate
of bureaucrats who don’t do what the companies wish).
4) The Canadian Food Inspection Agency has now been
made a private agency with no ties to government, and actually
has the powers to OK drugs to be allowed to be sold in Canada,
and also to promote the drugs once they have been passed. It
basically has become a rubber stamp for industry, but also has
been put in a conflict of interest position, being both the OKer
and also the promoter of drugs.
5) There is also legislation now before the Martin
government that will give the Minister of Health the power to
‘temporarily’ pass any drug for use by the Canadian public.
6) Try driving a car or putting on a public event without
insurance. The government will not let you, because someone

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.10

Park • Grounds open 9:30am-4:30pm; dinner 2:30pm • Meal
tickets: on-site from 10:00am, dinners $17.50, children $10 •
Info: www.saturnalambbarbeque.com; Donna Curwen,
donna@curwen.com,
250-539-6315;
Melanie
Gaines,
mgaines@saturnacan.net, 250-539-2452 • ON SATURNA ISLAND

Celebrate Saanich Summer
Sunfest—over
30
exciting
events, including: Gorge Canada
Day (July 1),
Celebrating
Community
at
Saanich
Commonwealth Place (July 1),
Gyro-park Family Fun Day (July
3), Gorge on Art (July 9), Strawberry Festival (July 10) and many
more • Info: 250-475-7121 or www.saanich.ca • IN SAANICH

Leo Lee, AMP

EXPECT A ROARING SUCCESS

specializing in water access
over steep and rugged
terrain

Peter
Christenson

fully insured
excellent
references
peterc@shorelinedesign.ca

250-629-8386
www.shorelinedesign.ca

Saturday & Sunday, July 9 & 10

Organic Islands Promotions
presents The Organic Islands
Festival—BC’s largest organic
lifestyle fair featuring vendors,
workshops, children’s activities,
music—Celtic Fiddler, Jaime RT
and more! • The Gardens at the
Horticulture Centre, 505 Quayle
Road • SAT: 10am–6pm, SUN:
10am–5pm • Admission: $5 • Info: (250) 656-8130 or
www.organicislands.ca • IN VICTORIA
Advertise Your Event in ‘What’s On?’- $26.75 or $32.10 w/ pic

GMO foods are fundamentally no different from natural foods.
While it’s true that birds and the naked eye cannot tell the
difference, it should be noted that health studies have shown
depressed immune systems and unexplained mortalities in
animals fed GMO foods. Roundup Ready seeds issued by
Monsanto rely on a genetic trait from a soil microbe naturally
resistant to the herbicide roundup. As one astute farmer pointed
out, that means the other soil microbes are not resistant. The soil
is dying.

GE-Free Islands and Other Solutions

In December 2004, the Islands Trust Council agreed at a
quarterly meeting to ‘support the avoidance of genetically
engineered crops in the Islands Trust area’. The resolution is an

GE FOODS, please turn to page 7

might get hurt. Dr. Chopra proposed that in the least the drug
companies could put aside a percentage of their incredible
earnings, as an insurance policy, in case some of their drugs,
which are getting rubber stamped and which companies claim
will not hurt the public, turn out to harm the public after all.
Chopra says no one at Health Canada was interested in doing
this, or in any way interfering with these companies.
7) Dr. Chopra says mad mow disease is being hidden in the
US, so we are being duped to think there is more in Canada than
in US.
What can you do according to Dr. Chopra:
1) Make sure everyone gets educated as to what is happening.
We elect these politicians. Why are they not looking out for our
health?
2) Work locally to prevent Genetically Engineered foods from
being introduced. (Powell River has declared itself a GE free
zone.) According to Chopra, it is easier to work locally. He
showed how much opposition he got when trying to work
federally against these injustices.
3) Quit feeding animal parts to animals and nevermind our
biggest trading partner, the US. If we quit feeding animal parts
to animals, our meat will become much more valuable, and
much more in demand by Europe and Japan. We will get to sell
all we produce and for more money.
Dr Chopra has just written a book, called ‘Corrupt to the
Core’, which I would urge every Canadian to read. It will make
you scared. Check out Dr. Chopra on the Internet. Search for
ShivChopra on google.ca. It pulled up over 38,000 hits. Wow!
Harry Burton, Salt Spring Island 0

Oops!
We incorrectly listed the number for car and scrap
metal removal in our last issue. The phone number for
Patrick at Westshore Recycling is 1-250-744-7188.
Our wishful thinking also incorrectly listed the Mount
Erskine Campaign as having only $140,000 left to go,
see letter on previous page for fundraising details.

YOUR OWN

“PRIVATE ISLAND”

ALUMINUM BOAT BUILDING
Robert Jackson • 250-337-5309

www.jaxoncraft.com •1365 Sirius Road, Merville, BC

A lumi -tubs In c.

Wood-Fired Hot Tubs

• Marine grade aluminum-cedar exterior
• Uses salt or fresh water
• Seats 5-6 adults
• Fully portable, rolls to site
• Price includes seats, stove, hardware
• Insulated, heats up in 3 to 4 hours and holds temperature well

5% discount with this ad!
Everything you need... just add water & enjoy...

www.alumitubs.com

Eric/Wendy Holtz 604.272.0620

RICHARD J WEY

& ASSOCIATES
LAND SURVEYING INC.
The Lord James
#4 - 2227 James White Boulevard
Sidney, BC V8L 1Z5

PH: 250-656-5155

FX: 250-656-5175

LEGAL, ENGINEERING AND TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEYS, SUBDIVISION PLANNING

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Davnor BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

Breathtaking Waterfront
Commercial Leasing Opportunities

Available Immediately, Opens July

Several Spaces, 230-750 sq ft.

For info visit: www.hopebayrising.com

Simply the best
…any way we package it

Building a
Custom Home?
Our house
packages are
surprisingly
affordable.

On: Low Rates? Self-declared Income?
Investment Properties? Credit Challenges?
Debts Consolidation? Home Renovations?
US Purchasers (High Ratio)? Etc.? (OAC)

Contact

SHORELINE DESIGN

Saturday to Sunday, July 1 to 10

GET YOUR OWN MORTGAGE
SOLUTION TODAY!

250-514-9280; leolee@invis.ca
Web: www.LeoLee.ca
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SEVERAL TO CHOOSE FROM $449,000.00 TO $3.5 MIL.

NEIL WARK (REMAX) 604-946-8000
WWW.BCPRIVATEISLANDS.COM

Precut 6x8 “D” Log
‘Hybrid’ Timber Frame

Tamlin Homes involves the OWNER at every stage
of construction—from initial design, to materials
selection, project budgeting and construction
scheduling — all to exceed your expectations.

Our packages to ‘lock up’ are perfect for resort locations.

Tamlin International Homes Co. Ltd.
(604) 513-1190 www.tamlinhomes.com

Page 6, ISLAND TIDES, June 16, 2005

www.islandtides.com

National Park user study underway
The Recreation and Tourism Research Institute at Malaspina
University-College will be conducting an Island/Marine Visitor
and Resident Survey, on behalf of the Gulf Islands National Park
Reserve, from June until September on the Islands.
The goal of the study is to examine visitor and resident use of
the marine and terrestrial environments in the Southern Gulf
Islands and within the Gulf Islands National Park Reserve in
particular. This study will secure baseline information about
park use: who the visitors are, where they are coming from and
travelling to, what activities they are engaging in and how
satisfied they are with the park and with other opportunities and
services on the Islands. The information collected will be used in

the development of the management plan for the Gulf Islands
National Park Reserve.
Over the course of the summer, eight student researchers will
be at various locations throughout the Islands: the ferry
terminals on Saturna, Mayne and Pender Islands; within the
communities on Mayne and North Pender Islands; at
McDonald, Prior Centennial and Sidney Spit campgrounds and
at the Sidney Spit day-use area. Marine-based researchers will
also interview visitors at various marine locations surrounding
the park. If you see the students in their beige shirts and blue
vests, give them a wave! 0

Fisheries & Oceans’ capability questioned

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

The federal government’s capacity to manage BC’s wild salmon
continues to decline, says the annual report of the Pacific
Fisheries Resource Conservation Council (PFRCC). However,
the draft ‘Policy Framework for the Conservation of Pacific Wild
Salmon’, released by Fisheries and Oceans Canada in December
2004, ‘may signal a more strategic approach to fisheries
management,’ says the Council hopefully.
But the Council is not satisfied that the Department will have
the resources to implement the new plan, saying that it is
focused on budget cuts instead of managing the fishery resource.
The Council questions the government’s capacity to do an
effective job in areas of enforcement, habitat protection and
restoration, salmon enhancement, research and stock
assessment, and also calls for the Department to open its
management decisions to public scrutiny.
‘The Council’s work over the past year found that reductions
in assessment budgets and reduced survey coverage of Pacific
salmon are occurring at a time when better data are urgently
needed for salmon management,’ said the Honourable John
Fraser, who is the retiring chair of the Council but who is
continuing on as a member. He will be replaced as interim chair
by Dr Paul LeBlond of Galiano Island.

Public Shares Doubts

The public appears to share the Council’s skepticism about the
Department’s capabilities. Feedback from recent consultations
revealed a widespread suspicion that Fisheries and Oceans
Canada might be looking for further funding cuts.
Last year, the PFRCC held public consultations in Prince
Rupert, Nanaimo and Chilliwack following the release of its
controversial report on salmon hatcheries. The report found that
while there have been positive outcomes from salmon
enhancement programs, wild salmon and steelhead can be
negatively affected by large-scale hatchery operations. It
concluded the uncertainty and risk regarding impacts on wild
salmon are too high to support the current scale of enhancement
activities.
‘Based on what we heard, the Council clearly understands that
this is a topic people feel very passionately about, and they would
rather have hatchery salmon than no salmon at all,’ said LeBlond.

North Coast Opposes Salmon Farms

And they may not want farmed salmon. An April poll of three
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Live Your Dream

This summer could be a scorcher.
THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE

CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

1.888.546.9663

www.linwoodhomes.com
NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE

– Over 100 full colour designs –

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Protect our Forests. Be FireSmart.
Our forests are a source of pride for British
Columbians. Tourists and residents alike marvel at
their grandeur. Working families, forest communities
and our parklands rely on our forests. Yet every year,
an average of 2,000 forest fires put it all at risk.
People cause about half of all forest fires,
endangering lives, damaging real estate, and having
a negative impact on tourism. Last year there
were fewer fires caused by people. Do your part.
Protect yourselves and our forests. Be FireSmart.

Campfire Safety
• Encircle campfires with rocks to stop fire spreading.
• Don’t build campfires less than 3 metres from trees, brush or wood
structures.
• Keep a shovel and pail of water near your campfire.

Homeowner Safety
• Keep trees, shrubs, branches and other flammable material at least
10 metres from your home.
• Trees near your home should be no more than 2 metres in height
and at least 3 metres apart.
• Remember to clean your gutters and chimney.

General Fire Safety
• When smoking outside, dispose of cigarettes and matches safely.
• Never toss a lit match or a cigarette out of your car.
• Don’t burn grass or yard waste on windy days.
• To report a wildfire call 1-800-663-5555 or *5555 from a cellphone.

For more information on how you can prevent forest fires, visit www.gov.bc.ca.

Take notice that John
Money of 187 East Point
Road, Saturna Island, BC, as
Chair for Blackbird Hill
Estates Inc, is applying for a
group private moorage
located on the north shore of
Lyall Harbour, File Number
1412666.

comments
Written
concerning this application
should be directed to the
Section Head Officer at 501345 Wallace Street, Nanaimo,
BC, V9R 5B6. Comments will
be received by LWBC until
July 15, 2005. LWBC may not
be able to consider comments
received after this date. Please
visit
our
website
at
www.lwbc.bc.ca
under
Current Land Applications
for more information.
Be advised that any
responses
to
this
advertisement
will
be
considered part of the public
record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at Land
and Water British Columbia’s
regional office.

LYALL
HARBOUR

N
S
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CPAWS-BC asking for
MPA action now

The governments of Canada and British Columbia recently
signed an Oceans Memorandum of Understanding which
commits them to an agreement on MPAs.
‘We have been waiting since 1998 for the two governments to
finalize a coordinated approach for the establishment of a
network of MPAs for the BC coast.’ says Jodi Stark, Canadian
Parks and Wilderness Society (CPAWS) BC marine campaign
coordinator. ‘This cooperation between governments is
essential to advance MPAs in BC.’
CPAWS says this agreement is an important step towards
safeguarding Canada’s oceans, but immediate action is also
needed to protect Canada’s marine ecosystems.
‘Marine protected areas are a cornerstone of any marine
conservation strategy,’ says Sabine Jessen, CPAWS-BC
Conservation Director. ‘However, actual protection of important
marine areas in Canada will require the federal government to
work with the provincial, territorial and First Nations
governments to develop action plans for MPA networks on each
of Canada’s coasts.’
CPAWS wants to see these plans include concrete actions,
timelines and immediate interim protection for key areas like
the globally unique Hecate Strait glass sponge reefs, and
aggregations of deep sea corals on both the east and west coasts.
‘Without this immediate protection,’ Jessen says, ‘these areas
will suffer further damage and degradation.’
Scientists around the world have called for the establishment
of MPAs as an important foundation to the conservation of
marine biodiversity. It is also recognized that MPAs cannot solve
all of the problems in the ocean, and that other elements
required for marine conservation include: ecosystem-based
management, marine planning, sustainable fisheries and
marine industries policy reform. 0

Matching money to boost
Mt Erskine fundraising

Two of the Mount Erskine fundraising partners, Habitat
Aquisition Trust and Islands Trust Fund, announced on June 10
that they are offering to match donations they receive to help
raise the remaining $200,000 needed to buy and protect the
summit of Mt Erskine on Salt Spring Island.
The Habitat Aquisition Fund has made up to $10,000
available in matching funds from its land acquisition trust and
the Islands Trust Fund has made up to $5,000 available from its
opportunity fund.
Donors who wish to take advantage of the matching funds can
contact HAT at 250-995-2428 or Islands Trust Fund at 250-4055186. Tax receipts will be issued for donations over $20.
Information about Mount Erskine is available at
www.mounterskine.org. 0
FEDERAL MPA from page 1
• Oceans Act Marine Protected Areas established by Fisheries
and Oceans Canada to protect and conserve important fish and
marine mammal habitats, endangered marine species, unique
features and areas of high biological productivity or biodiversity.
• Marine Wildlife Areas established by Environment
Canada to protect and conserve habitat for a variety of wildlife
including migratory birds and endangered species.
• National Marine Conservation Areas established by Parks
Canada to protect and conserve representative examples of
Canada’s natural and cultural marine heritage and provide
opportunities for public education and enjoyment.
The Federal Marine Protected Area Strategy outlines how
these departments and agencies will work together to establish
a comprehensive network of marine protected areas that will
conserve and protect Canada’s natural and cultural marine
resources.
See related MPA article at top of page. 0

COUNCIL from page 1
say no new GE crops, but in an area currently free of known
GMOs, communities are urged to adopt a ‘GE-free’ zone.
The Council wants to see at least 20 BC municipalities adopt
GE-free measures, including Vancouver. ‘The challenge is that
the resolution will look different in different communities,’
Scurr said. She explained that in an urban centre, a ‘no GE crops’
rule doesn’t make much sense, and a GE-free purchasing policy
would be more appropriate. ‘British Airways certifies GE-free
meals,’ she said, ‘and if they can do it, I think the parks board can
do it. The real challenge is how [resolutions or regulations] are
crafted at a federal level.’
Scurr is certain that Canadians will adopt the principles here
once they know what’s going on. ‘The GE-Free Canada
campaign is just a little piece of a much bigger picture, and
there’s so many avenues for people to explore and get the big
picture, and use their creativity,’ she said, ‘it’s a really positive
thing that people can get involved in.’
For more information visit www.canadians.org. 0
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AUTOMOTIVE
SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
4Road test by qualified
technician
4Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
440-point driveline
safety check

only

.95
39
for cars

$

*

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)
* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

FOR RENT

Sweet happy house on Galiano
Island. 2- bedroom & small sleeping
loft. Big bright sunny kitchen. Deck,
lawn and orchard. Laundry hookup. Call (250-) 539-2314

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY

MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230

Southern Gulf

House & Cottage Rentals
Licensed Property Management
on the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

GSA Auto Sales

HOUSE EXCHANGE

SIDNEYCARS.COM

Quality Used
Cars & Trucks
Buy/Rent/Lease

Monthly
Rentals
from $525.
Mention this ad and
get an additional
10% off.
We will pick you up
from Ferries and Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

HEALTH

Aromath erapy
Massage
Brenda Balfour, C.A.M.T.

* Therapy for the Mind,
Body and Spirit
* Gift Certificates Available
* $60/hour

On Pender Island
At the

Serenity Skyloft
629-6739

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252 or
250-478-6937

1-800-774-1417

(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW

HOME & PROPERTY

Salt Spring House Exchange: Trade
my house (and cat) on Salt Spring
for yours on another Gulf Island for
three days between July 12 and
July 25. My visiting aunt and I
would
like
an
adventure.
elizwhite@saltspring.com 250-5372616

GETAWAYS

Village Bay, Mayne Island. 20
minute walk to ferry. Clean, 1992, 1bedroom 350 sq ft trailer. Sleeps 6.
Large deck. Watch the deer and the
ferry terminal. Weekly $700,
biweekly $1200, tri $1500. Call Jim
604-307-7378 or anteaterpc@shaw.ca

MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

FOR SALE

20ft trailer, $3750 and 12ft Scamper,
$750. Both: stove, fridge, shower,
toilet, sink. Sleeps 4. On Mayne
Island. Phone: 250-382-6610
24ft Komfort Travel Trailer. Sleeps 6.
1989 model, renovated 2000. 4burner stove/oven, furnance, fridge
(all 3-way power). $8500 obo.
http://members.shaw.ca/traveltraile
rforsale,
250-595-8689,
traveltrailerforsale@shaw.ca

FISH from previous page
provincial ridings on the north coast of BC showed only 14%
support for salmon farms. Of some 600 respondents in the
Bulkley Valley-Stikine, North Coast, and Skeena, 62% wanted
the provincial fish farm moratorium reinstated. Eight-three
percent cited sea lice infesting wild salmon stocks as a major
concern.
Andrew Williams of Friends of Wild Salmon, which
commissioned the poll, described salmon farming as a ‘key
political wedge issue’. The poll had a statistical margin of error
of plus or minus 4%, 19 times out of 20.
The poll also found that 66% of Liberal supporters in the
region opposed salmon farms. And when it came to the May 17
provincial election, the Liberals won only one riding: Bulkley
Valley-Stikine. The NDP, who would like to re-impose the
moratorium, took North Coast and Skeena.
‘We refuse to become the next Broughton,’ said Gerald
Amos, a member of the Haisla First Nation and the Friends of
Wild Salmon. ‘The Skeena and Nass Rivers are intact, the wild
salmon runs are healthy and we plan to keep them this way.’
The PFRCC also acknowledged the success of measures taken
to recover coho salmon in both northern and southern BC, the
success of selective fishing in reducing by-catch, Skeena steelhead
recovery, and innovative federal government agreements with
First Nations to speed the recovery of endangered stocks. 0
GE FOODS from page 5
assurance that the Trust Council is behind the idea, even if it
cannot be meaningfully enforced. For that to happen, the Capital
Regional District would have to enact a resolution. Such a
measure would put Greater Victoria and the Gulf Islands on par
with Powell River and, if all is successful in their provincial bid
for being GMO-free, PEI.
Local action is exactly what concerned citizens need to
combat genetic engineering. Consumer activism, and
supporting local, organic foods, ensures conscious food choice.

PONDS
STREAMS
WATERFALLS
PONDLESS
WATERFALLS

INSTALLATIONS * MAINTENANCE

Specializing in…

PVC Deck Membranes
& Aluminum Railings
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
CAL L DAV E WOOD E
C ONTR AC TIN G :

2 50 - 53 7- 2 990 o r
1 - 8 00 - 80 4- 62 8 8

Servicing the Gulf Islands

LANDSCAPING

Tree Stump Removal

Pacific Coast Stump
Grinding Service removes
unwanted stumps and roots
from your landscape.
Environmentally friendly.
ISA Certified Arbourist.

250-652-4788
www.justgrindit.com

(604) 737-0170

FORMERLY ARMOUR ROOFING

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599

Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca

NOTICE

CALL FOR ENTRY

The Organic Islands Festival
Victoria—July 9 & 10, 2005
warmly welcomes:

Gulf Islands’ vendors to exhibit their
sustainable products & services.

I nf o . : (2 5 0 ) 6 56 -8 1 3 0 o r
e x hi b it @ o r ga ni c i s la nd s . c a
ww w. o r ga ni c i s la nd s . c a

MARINE

ISLAND
MARINE

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: imarinec@telus.net

www.islandmarine.ca

Advertise your business!

250-629-3660

SATURNA from page 3
this major accomplishment.

$1200 for Sea Gypsies

Our Saturna School kids finished their efforts to help buy fishing
boats for the Tsunami victims. The kids and their hardworking
parents raised another $600 on top of the $600 they had
previously raised. One little Island raised, between the efforts of
kids, parents and their community, $1,200! (Which is half of
what it takes buy a replacement for one Sea Gypsie fishing boat.)

Happenings

Saturna Island Talent Night is June 18. You can tell something
is up because lots of people are talking about getting together
and practising and they won’t tell you what it is they are doing!
‘Come to the Show!’ they say. And we all do—the Hall is always
packed for this effort. The Talent Show has big surprises, and
repeat entertainers that are favourites. Bring your chequebooks,
this is your last chance to buy the cheap Early Bird Saturna Arts
and Concerts Society tickets for next season’s entertainment.
The Saturna Community Club meeting is Monday, June 20,
7:30pm in the Hall. Everyone welcome.
Parks Canada will have their last Saturna Open House to
gather feedback about the interim management guidelines on
June 25. You are welcome to drop in from 12:30–3:30pm at the
Community Hall, see the display panels and talk to Park
personnel. 0
Greenpeace offers a shoppers guide—available for a $2
donation—that specifically lists which foods contain GMOs. The
most effective tools against GMOs are knowledge, purchasing
power, and populism. As Deborah Koons Garcia said, ‘we will
reassert ourselves, if we can all work together.’

Visit www.greenpeace.ca to order a GMO-free shopping guide,
and www.thefutureoffood.com to order ‘The Future of Food’ on
DVD. 0

Dramatic rescue in rough waters
Patrick Brown

Every night the TV news brings us accounts of
survival
and
rescue
in
dangerous
circumstances of all kinds. Recently there was
just such a dramatic rescue in Gulf Island
waters. This one, at least, didn’t end tragically,
and an unfortunate powerboater (mercifully
unidentified) has Pender Islanders Kim and
Joyce Davis to thank for that. Nevertheless, it’s
a cautionary tale.
It was Sunday afternoon, May 29, and the
Davis family, including daughter Jasmine, was
enjoying a brisk sail down the west side of
Pender Island towards Bedwell Harbour. As so
often happens in the Gulf Islands, a sudden
drop in the wind was accompanied by the
development of a nasty tidal chop as the tide
changed off the mouth of the harbour. As Kim
started to change to a larger jib, he heard
someone yelling, and spotted a man ahead in
the water, about 200 metres offshore in the
middle of the rough stuff. Kim immediately
started his engine and went to the rescue.
The man, large and wearing only his
underwear (and no lifejacket), had clearly been
in the water for some time and was too fatigued
to climb out. Kim was trying to figure out how
to get him onboard his relatively small sailboat,
when a large trimaran under full sail came out
of Bedwell. They can help, he thought.
Kim waved. The two men on the trimaran
waved back. Kim waved again, and eventually
they got the message and sailed over to help.
They had a life ring and, with a rope tied to it,

threw it to the man in the water.
Kim’s boat was slightly ahead of the
trimaran, and across its bows.
Just when you don’t want a gust of wind is
when you get it (one of the rules of sailing). You
can guess what happened: the trimaran, still
under full sail, accelerated sharply, pushing
Kim’s much smaller vessel sideways, with Kim
and Joyce holding it off by the bows.
Kim says he yelled at the skipper of the
trimaran to release the mainsheet, which would
have stopped the trimaran.
‘Can’t!’ replied the skipper.
‘Why not?’ asked Kim.
‘It’s tied to the life ring!’ was the answer.
The sight of the trimaran pushing Kim’s
boat sideways had by that time attracted some
attention, and a number of boats converged on
the scene. The unfortunate victim was last seen
climbing up a ladder on a large powerboat,
hauling on his underwear, which was
reportedly reluctant to keep up with him.
The reader at this point will no doubt have
questions, like what was this individual doing
swimming way offshore in a tide rip in his
underwear? And where was the Coast Guard?
(No, he didn’t have a rip in his underwear. Go
back and read it again.)
The answers came later. The swimmer was
taken back to Bedwell Harbour, where he
retrieved his boat and his wife and left quickly

RESCUE, please see column to right

Accommodation & Attractions
Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands

Delia’s Shangri-La
Oceanfront B&B
360º Breathtaking
Oceanfront Views
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Dr Chopra talks of government
corruption ~ Mike Logan
Perhaps no other person knows more about the
depth of government corruption, secrecy and
ineptitude that directly affects Canadian’s health
than Dr Shiv Chopra, who spoke to a packed
Fulford Hall on Salt Spring Island on June 3.
Dr Chopra is a nationally renowned
whistleblower, and one of the primary
opponents of recombinant Bovine Growth
Hormone (rBGH), which, thanks to him and
his colleagues, is not used in Canadian dairy
cows. He spoke in great detail about various
incidents of corruption in Health Canada’s
halls. The marriage between corporations and
bureaucrats is unmistakable, he said.
Dr Chopra is admittedly no saint; he silently
observed ‘corrupt science from the beginning,’
without intervening. It was 20 years into his 35year career when the turning point finally
arrived—his wife was hit by a car. ‘That
changed my personal life…forever,’ he told the
Fulford audience, ‘I felt I was part of the
corruption because I remained silent.’
He spent the next 15 years fighting racism
and corporate influence in Health Canada.
Some companies accused him of being biased
against their work simply because he
RESCUE from left column
without talking to anyone. Apparently, his
powerboat’s propeller had become entangled in
the lines of a crab trap, and he had bravely
stripped off his clothes and gone overboard in
the cold water to free it. In this he was successful,
but in the process he became separated from the
boat in the strong tidal currents.
His wife, who could not operate the boat but
who could, it turned out, operate the radio, put

demanded to see relevant scientific data.
Dr Chopra related dizzying descriptions of
modern day ‘science’: files disappearing from
locked cabinets, million dollar bribes, and an
actual blueprint for a multinational corporation
to infiltrate governments so as to influence
policy in favour of corporations (and yes, Dr
Chopra says he has a copy of the document).
After a time, Dr Chopra and his colleagues
were separated from each other, told to report
by email every time they left their desk (I’m
going to the washroom, I’m back from the
washroom), and eventually fired for
‘disobedience’. But Dr Chopra hasn’t quit, and
he says he’s still in the field of public service,
whether ‘fired, retired, or not.’
‘Through these stories I’m … describing how
deeply corrupt the whole system of government
has become,’ Dr Chopra said in his
presentation, ‘you could be the voice for the
leadership that this country needs.’
Dr Chopra’s book, ‘Corrupt to the Core’, is due
out in November.

Editor’s Note: See Readers’ Letters for
further discussion of Chopra’s talk. 0
out a Mayday call. The Nu-To-Yu rescue boat
from Pender Island responded, but missed the
cluster of vessels in the tide rip. And on their
way home, Kim and his family were passed by
the Coast Guard hovercraft at full speed.
Kim Davis says if you are going to rescue
someone, don’t wait for someone else to take
charge. Boaters reading this may draw a few
other lessons from it, too. 0

"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Each luxury suite offers a
private entrance, deck, hot
tub, ensuite, fireplace,
satellite TV, microwave and
bar fridge.

1-877-629-2800

www.penderislandshangrila.com

Page’s
Resort & Marina

Gabriola Island
250-247-8931

www.pagesresort.com

In Peaceful Victoria

Close to beach, hospital
+ university. Organic
breakfasts + private
bathrooms. $40-$70

250-598-7015
CAMPGROUND

In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest. 1o min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or 3 min drive.
Visa, Mastercard, AmEx

305 Rainbow Rd

Salt Spring Island

250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

Quintessential Salt Spring

Healthy Living: your own 12-acre park with mature forest,

natural meadows and trails. Low maintenance, energy efficient,
2700 sq. ft custom contemporary west coast cedar residence
with great room, plus 1000 sq. ft of decks and terraces.
Separate 1100 sq ft. overheight fully finished shop building with
bathroom, loading bay plus 3-car drive shed. 500 sq ft.
studio/office with loft and a 500 sq ft. private deck. All day
sunny southern view across an unbroken natural valley of 270
acres of dedicated parkland. Miles of groomed trails pass by
the lower fence line, with a short walk down the
trail to one of the best sunset swimming
$747,000
beaches on the island.

Carol Fowles
www.carolfowles.com
1-888-537-5515

Salt Spring Realty

Feature Listing
Salt Spring Island: Sunny Maracaibo home with
flair, 3 bed / 2.5 bath, large kitchen, rammed earth
feature wall, shared access to year round docks,
tennis, beaches, walking trails, & more. $930,000

OCEAN VIEWS &
REASONABLE RATES
On North Pender Island
Tel: 250-629-6497
Email: sunhills@cablelan.net

www.sunshinehillsbb.com

ADVERTISE!
View our rates
online at:

Li Read
Re/Max Realty of Salt Spring

TOLL-FREE: 1-800-731-7131
EMAIL: islands@liread.com
VISIT: WWW.LIREAD.COM
for the widest selection of
listings & Gulf Islands info!
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www.islandtides.com
Serving: Salt Spring • Galiano • Pender • Mayne • Saturna • Smaller Islands

PENDER ISLAND ~ FOR SALE

An easy way to build
your family cottage.

AD

SL

SUNSHINE
HILLS
B&B

The Haven B&B

Heron

WallacePoint
Prentice

Gulf Islands Specialist.
Contact us today if you want
to start building this year.

L

ikely the most dramatic
waterfront property
available in the Southern Gulf
Islands today. Wallace Point is
a 7.06 acre ecologically perfect paradise that provides
heart-stopping views from a 2,800 square foot, 2 bedroom,
3 bath home and over 1/2 mile of ocean frontage.
Please call for details or private viewing. Can. $2,750,000.

Jim Russell

1.866.466.3535 • www.maplehomes.com

1 (800) 263-4753 www.jimrussellrealestate.com

