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The ‘green’ season—make a wish for a productive summer—but perhaps not a wish for more dandelions.

Commentary by Patrick Brown

Seaplanes adrift in Vancouver Harbour ~ Patrick Brown

B

ack in 1955, I remember the late Russ Baker, founder
of Pacific Western Airlines—in De Havilland Beaver
#0001—flying low, scaring bears off my food drop
up the Bute. For a very long time, seaplane travel has been
essential to the BC coast, and I remember many a flying tale
told in the Heriot Bay pub… Most of those old Beavers are
still flying, and still provide an essential link to numerous
islands and settlements up and down the coast.
Nowadays, some 350,000 floatplane passengers fly out
of Vancouver Harbour every year. It’s a multi-million dollar
business. An air traffic control tower is located on top of the
Granville Square building.
At the time of writing, BC Hydro chair Dan Doyle is
trying to mediate a dispute over where floatplanes will load
and unload in Vancouver Harbour, who will operate the
facility, and who will pay for it. The current situation is a
classic example of where a total lack of planning will get you.

How The Convention Centre
Got Into The Floatplane Business
(As Far As We Know)
In 2004, when the provincial government decided to build
an extension to the Canada Place Convention Centre, the
existing floatplane terminal, owned and run by the
floatplane operators, was located on a water lot at the foot
of Burrard Street.
This was precisely where the government wanted to put
the new Convention Centre West building, so the floatplane

terminal was moved to a new water lease a couple of blocks
to the west.
There was understanding that a new floatplane terminal
would be part of the Convention Centre, and when it was
complete the existing one would return from its temporary
location. Owners of expensive condominiums overlooking
the temporary terminal (with its ‘functional’ design) don’t
like the noise.
The Convention Centre West building was eventually
completed in 2009, having taken much longer and costing
a great deal more than planned. Not to mention, none of its
plans included any provision for a floatplane terminal
(however it was included as a possible source of revenue,
along with the parking and retail facilities—almost an
afterthought).
In 2005, PCL, the contractor for the construction of the
Convention Centre, won the contract for operation of a
terminal and associated retail space. Nothing happened,
and the floatplane operators do not seem to have been
contacted.
But in 2010, a separate operating lease was awarded by
BC Pavilion Corporation (PavCo, the government entity that
operates the Convention Centre) to a joint venture of the
Clarke Group of Companies and the Ledcor Group of
companies; doing business as Vancouver Harbour Flight
Centre. The CEO, Graham Clarke, had been for many years
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SEAPLANES, please turn to page 3

HST: more than meets the eye
The HST referendum to be held over the next month is the
best chance BC residents have to express their opinion on
the economic vision that has been pursued for the past nine
years by the BC Liberal provincial government.
That vision is one of an economy dependent on capitalintensive resource exploitation, with the government a
willing and active ally: unprocessed commodities and
energy shipped to the US and throughout the world, and
the profits to multinational corporations.
The introduction of the HST was a major part of that
vision.
It was the biggest shift in provincial tax policy ever. It
shifted a $1.8 billion tax burden from old-line corporations
(construction, manufacturing, forestry, oil & gas) to
consumers. The tax advantage to smaller, innovative,
people-centred enterprises? Not so much.
So the question on the ballot is more than how you like
to pay your taxes; it’s whether the future of the province
should rely on these industries, or whether it is to be found
in the imagination and entrepreneurship of new
generations.

The Politics Of It
This economic vision has been the driving force of the past
few years of BC Liberal government; there is little sign that
it might change, despite a sudden change of premier. The
HST, please turn to page 2

SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue
Nanaimo—Across from the Hospital

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd
South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall
Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd
Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall
Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd, CO-OP

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave
Campbell River—Island Highway near Larwood Rd
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15
WE

0321
1052
1827
2330

14.4
1.0
15.1
11.2

4.4
0.3
4.6
3.4

23
TH

0554
1140
1616
2307

7.2
10.2
8.5
14.1

2.2
3.1
2.6
4.3

16
TH

0411
1136
1908

14.1
1.0
15.4

4.3
0.3
4.7

24
FR

0640
1332
1714
2338

6.2
10.8
9.8
13.8

1.9
3.3
3.0
4.2

17
FR

0023
0500
1219
1948

11.2
13.8
1.6
15.4

3.4
4.2
0.5
4.7

25
SA

0724
1445
1833

5.6
11.5
10.8

1.7
3.5
3.3

18
SA

0117
0549
1259
2026

10.8
13.1
2.3
15.4

3.3
4.0
0.7
4.7

26
SU

0011
0805
1547
1955

13.5
4.6
12.5
11.5

4.1
1.4
3.8
3.5

19
SU

0213
0639
1338
2101

10.2
12.5
3.0
15.1

3.1
3.8
0.9
4.6

27
MO

0047
0845
1634
2101

13.5
3.9
13.1
11.8

4.1
1.2
4.0
3.6

20
MO

0312
0733
1416
2135

9.5
11.5
4.3
15.1

2.9
3.5
1.3
4.6

28
TU

0128
0925
1714
2154

13.5
3.3
13.8
11.8

4.1
1.0
4.2
3.6

21
TU

0409
0837
1453
2207

8.9
10.8
5.6
14.8

2.7
3.3
1.7
4.5

29
WE

0212
1003
1751
2238

13.5
2.6
14.1
11.8

4.1
0.8
4.3
3.6

22
WE

0504
0959
1532
2237

7.9
10.5
7.2
14.4

2.4
3.2
2.2
4.4

30
TH

0258
1042
1825
2319

13.5
2.3
14.4
11.5

4.1
0.7
4.4
3.5

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

2011 nominees for community stewardship
awards announced

I

slanders nominated eight individuals and two groups
for the 10th Annual Islands Trust Community
Stewardship Awards Program.
The nominees’ projects include a range of initiatives,
from community work to conservation, food security,
recycling, protecting and restoring lakes, car-ride stops and
building a new community medical clinic.
‘I am always impressed by the diversity and quality of the
nominees’ work,’ said Sheila Malcolmson, Chair of the
Islands Trust Council. ‘The dedication of the people who
volunteer their time and energy to the stewardship of their

Group Nominations
• Hornby New Clinic Committee for planning, coordinating and building a new community medical clinic;
• Pender Island Fire Rescue Department for serving and protecting the Pender Islands.
Individual Nominations
• Sue Ellen Fast, Bowen Island, for community and conservation work;
• Henning Nielsen, Denman Island, for his work towards establishing a new provincial park on Denman Island;
• Gisele Rudischer, Gabriola Island, for her efforts to raise public awareness of the Islands Trust mandate;
• Jane Wolverton, Galiano Island, for her work with the Galiano Food Program;
• Nadia Krebs, Galiano Island, for her work with the Galiano Island Recycling and Resources Society;
• Barry Mathias, Pender Islands, for the Car Stops Program;
• Sara Steil, Pender Islands, for her community and conservation work; and,
• Wayne Hewitt, Salt Spring Island, for his work to protect and restore lakes.

HST from page 1
HST was a surprise tax increase, deceptively packaged as
‘revenue-neutral’ and ‘not even on the radar’ before the last
provincial election.
The HST referendum, forced on the government by the
unexpected success of last year’s anti-HST petition, has
come to embody citizens’ alarm, not only at the imposition
of the tax, but also at a government devoted to corporate
profits before citizens and the environment.
Even now, that government only dimly understands the
symbolism of the HST. It is entirely possible that the result
of the referendum may anticipate the result of the next
provincial election.
With this in mind, the government has made several
attempts to pretty-up the HST, the sort of marketing
makeover colloquially described as ‘putting lipstick on a
pig.’ Given almost a decade of deceptive claims (to put it
politely) by this same government, these new changes
cannot easily be believed.
These cosmetic efforts also serve to distract voters from
the larger issue, the government’s economic vision for BC.
They reflect increasing desperation on the part of the
government.

Voter Suppression
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15
WE

0212
1004
1828
2254

10.5
0.3
11.2
9.2

3.2
0.1
3.4
2.8

23
TH

0537
1112
1520
2237

5.2
6.9
6.2
10.2

1.6
2.1
1.9
3.1

16
TH

0259
1048
1909
2356

10.5
0.3
11.2
9.2

3.2
0.1
3.4
2.8

24
FR

0618
1336
1605
2300

4.6
7.5
7.2
10.2

1.4
2.3
2.2
3.1

17
FR

0349
1131
1947

10.2
0.7
11.2

3.1
0.2
3.4

25
SA

0655
1524
1715
2325

3.9
8.2
8.2
9.8

1.2
2.5
2.5
3.0

18
SA

0058
0438
1212
2023

8.9
9.5
1.3
11.2

2.7
2.9
0.4
3.4

26
SU

0731
1618
1844
2354

3.3
8.9
8.9
9.8

1.0
2.7
2.7
3.0

19
SU

0200
0528
1252
2055

8.2
8.9
2.0
11.2

2.5
2.7
0.6
3.4

27
MO

0807
1656
2006

2.6
9.5
9.2

0.8
2.9
2.8

20
MO

0301
0653
1330
2124

7.5
8.2
3.0
10.8

2.3
2.5
0.9
3.3

28
TU

0027
0842
1729
2115

9.8
2.0
10.2
9.5

3.0
0.6
3.1
2.9

21
TU

0359
0732
1407
2150

6.9
7.5
3.9
10.8

2.1
2.3
1.2
3.3

29
WE

0105
0918
1800
2207

9.8
1.6
10.5
9.5

3.0
0.5
3.2
2.9

22
WE

0452
0908
1443
2214

6.2
6.9
4.9
10.5

1.9
2.1
1.5
3.2

30
TH

0148
0955
1829
2249

10.2
1.0
10.5
9.5

3.1
0.3
3.2
2.9
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islands and the well-being of their communities in the trust
area is phenomenal. This award program is an opportunity
to recognize those people for their support of the Islands
Trust mandate.
Nominees are from eight local trust areas: Bowen,
Denman, Gabriola, Galiano, Hornby, North Pender, Salt
Spring and South Pender Islands.
Award recipients were to be selected at the Islands Trust
Council quarterly meeting on Denman Island in June.
Awards will be presented at local trust committee meetings
later this year. 0

The resulting referendum presents voters with a clear
choice of moving goalposts; a confusing ballot question in
which ‘No’ means yes to the HST, and ‘Yes’ means no; a
complicated mail-in ballot process; an unaudited,
undefined counting process, all surrounded by a fog of
government propaganda, bribery, and threats. And above
all that, it obscures the real point.
It all adds up to what has come to be called voter
suppression. Now in use in elections near you, it consists in
making the whole question so confusing and complicated,
the choices so hard to understand, and the voting procedure
so daunting and difficult that, combined with general
distrust of government, you won’t be bothered to vote.
Which would suit the government just fine.
But this is a rare opportunity to express your opinion in
a referendum. It’s not only about the HST; it’s also about
whether you think the government is going in the right
direction.
Voter fatigue it certainly is. But don’t give up. Make the
effort. Refuse to be suppressed. 0
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Did you appreciate this article? Help us afford the news!
Mail or phone in your contribution today. 250-629-3660

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Pity The Voter!
Some points you, the voter, should consider:
1. The referendum question reads: ‘Are you in favour of
extinguishing the HST (Harmonized Sales Tax) and
reinstating the PST (Provincial sales tax) in conjunction with
the GST (Goods and Services Tax)? Yes or No.’
This is backwards—for no HST vote ‘Yes’; for continuing
the HST vote ‘No’. Confusing.
2. It will be a mail-in ballot, an unfamiliar procedure to
voters, and one which dispenses with polling stations,
scrutineers, and all the usual checks and supervision of an
election. This is claimed to ‘address voter fatigue’. (You can
see where this is going.)
3. After many dates had been discussed, the government
finally settled on midsummer. Elections BC will start mailing
out ballots to all registered voters on June 13. You should
have yours by June 24; if not, the last day to request a ballot
is July 8, and all ballots must be received back by Elections
BC by 4:30pm, July 22. Despite all these deadlines, we are
told that the results are to be announced sometime in August.
4. The referendum is to be conducted under the HST
(Harmonized Sales Tax) Referendum Regulation, B.C. Reg.
68/2011. The HST Initiative and Referendum Act, passed
on June 2, mainly said that it wouldn’t be under the Recall
and Initiative Act. This means that none of the regulations
concerning third-party campaign spending applied. The
government announced that both the ‘Yes’ and ‘No’ sides
would receive equal financial support, except that the ‘No’
side would be supported by the government. Sneaky.
5. In early May, a government-appointed panel concluded
that the HST would not produce the promised jobs; was not,
as claimed, ‘revenue-neutral’ (in fact it produced massive
extra revenues for the government); and was costing the
average BC family an extra $350 per year.
Later in May, the government announced ‘fixes’ to the tax,
including promises to cut the 12% tax to 10% by July, 2014,
and extra $175 one-time cash payments to seniors and
families with children. It also promised ‘temporary’ delays to
previously promised income tax reductions for large and
small businesses. These fixes apply, of course, only if the HST
survives the referendum.
6. If the HST doesn’t survive the referendum, we should
get the PST and GST back, with all the original exemptions,
right? Well, maybe. When asked in the legislature May 13
whether the apparent alternative, ‘reinstating’ the 5% GST
and 7% PST (with their many exemptions) would be exactly
as before, Finance Minister Falcon suggested that he might
reimpose the PST on previously exempt items, such a
restaurant meals.

SHORELINE
DESIGN
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MP May calls for approval of Strait

CRD leads the way with
of Georgia marine conservation area iLead program

S

aanich–Gulf Islands MP Elizabeth May is calling for
the federal and provincial governments to approve
the creation of a Southern Strait of Georgia National
Marine Conservation Area (NMCA) and to move quickly
to fully protect at least 30% of Canada’s marine
ecosystems.
‘Perhaps the most neglected natural areas on Earth are
our marine environments, for the simple reason that
humans live on land and not under water. But our oceans
are home to most life on the planet.
‘The Strait of Georgia in particular has extremely diverse
marine environments harbouring incredible creatures, from
the endangered southern resident orcas to glass sponges in
Saanich Inlet to a phenomenal diversity of fish,
invertebrates, birds, and marine mammals throughout the
region,’ says May.
‘I’m hoping that the federal and provincial governments
will give final approval for the establishment of this first rate
marine sanctuary soon. It would be a phenomenal marine
complement to the Gulf Islands National Park Reserve.’
The BC and federal governments signed a Memorandum
of Understanding in 2003 to undertake studies on the
scientific and socio-economic feasibility of creating an
NMCA in the waters stretching from the Haro Strait and
Saanich Inlet by Victoria, north to the waters around
Gabriola Island near Nanaimo.
National Marine Conservation Areas (NMCAs)
administered by Parks Canada and Marine Protected Areas
(MPAs) administered by the Department of Fisheries and
Oceans both offer protection to marine ecosystems; ranging
from restrictions on certain practices and harvesting of
some species to fully protecting all marine life in ‘no take’
areas.

SEAPLANES from page 1
the chair of the Vancouver Airport Authority.
In October 2010, Vancouver Harbour Flight Centre
(VHFC) started construction on a new terminal facility,
moored on the waterfront immediately north of the
Convention Centre West, providing some 18 seaplane slips
and 600 square metres of ticketing counters and retail
space. The facility was completed this May.
The new terminal cost $18.5 million, plus the lease rental
until 2034 of $3.5 million, a total of $22 million.

Floatplane Industry Reaction
It certainly appears that the floatplane industry had
expected to be involved in building and operating the new
terminal, and were most surprised to see the operating lease
awarded to VHFC.
They were even more surprised to be told that VHFC
intended to charge $12 for every passenger embarking or
disembarking at the terminal. Industry estimates were
about $2 per passenger for the temporary terminal; Seair’s
YVR South terminal estimated $3 per passenger. To put the
VHFC charge in perspective, it’s about a 15% increase on a
plane fare.
Floatplane operators also commented that the location
had no viable pick-up and drop-off area for passengers,
lacked affordable parking, was a long walk to public transit
at the Waterfront Station, and left docks exposed to heavy
winds and high waves.

An Alternative Site
The floatplane industry, represented by the Vancouver
Commercial Seaplane Operators Association (VCSOA),
proposed that a combined industry-run terminal be built
on the east side of Canada Place, near the SeaBus terminal,
and incorporating the existing helicopter pads used by the
Vancouver to Victoria Helijet service.
Termed the ‘Harbour Hub’ site, this would be close to all
public transportation, including the SeaBus, SkyTrain,
Canada Line (with direct connection to YVR Airport) and

On June 1, the Capital Regional District was recognized by
the Canadian Association of Municipal Administrators with
its 2011 Education Award, for the iLead Leadership
Development Program.
The iLead program was designed in partnership with
Royal Roads University to give leaders in the municipal
sector the skills needed to deal with the challenges facing
municipal organizations today.
‘The Canadian Association of Municipal Administrators
(CAMA) is pleased to recognize the innovation and
administrative excellence demonstrated by the CRD for this
training partnership,’ said president Jacques Des Ormeaux.
‘The Capital Regional District on Southern Vancouver
Island is setting the bar for other municipalities.’
The iLead Leadership Development Program was
developed as part of a strategic priority of Organizational
Effectiveness for CRD. Since its launch in January 2009, 73
of the CRD’s current and up-and-coming managers have
participated in the program.
In the organization’s most recent employee survey,
employee satisfaction within the leadership had increased
11% in 18 months. 0

Worldwide, ‘no-take’ MPAs have dramatically increased
the populations and size of commercial and noncommercial species. This includes increasing the net
amount of commercially available fisheries, as protected fish
and invertebrate populations inside MPAs grow and spill
over into adjacent areas where they can be harvested.
Unfortunately less than 0.01% of Canada’s and BC’s marine
waters are in fully-protected ‘no-take’ areas.
‘While BC is still blessed with productive and diverse
marine environments, today’s richness pales in comparison
to the abundance of life in years past. At one time the seas
teemed with so many salmon, lingcod, rockfish,
invertebrates, birds, whales and seals that early European
settlers thought the marine wealth to be inexhaustible. An
extensive network of real marine protection can help our
oceans approach their former biological magnificence,
brimming with life to sustain all the citizens of this country,’
states May.
Parks Canada has a goal of representing each of Canada’s
29 natural marine regions in a system of National Marine
Conservation Areas. Currently only four NMCAs have been
declared, including one in BC: the Gwaii Haanas (South
Moresby) NMCA and Haida Heritage Site announced last
year. NMCAs prohibit ocean dumping, seabed mining and
oil and gas exploration and development, and can also
restrict harvesting of certain species, including zoning some
fully-protected ‘no-take’ areas.
‘Scientists around the world and in Canada have been
calling for the protection of at least 30% of the oceans in
fully-protected ‘no-take’ marine sanctuaries. I fully support
this goal and will push hard to see to it that the glacial pace
of marine protection is stepped-up before our oceans are
emptied out,’ May said. 0
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Garry Thomas Morse
With breathtaking virtuosity, First
Nations poet Garry Thomas Morse sets
out to recover the appropriated, stolen,
and scattered world of his ancestral
Kwakwaka’wakw people, from Alert
Bay to Quadra Island to Vancouver.
$17.95 | 128 pages | 978-0-88922-660-9
Available in the ferry giftshop, through
your local bookshop, or online at
www.talonbooks.com.

Talonbooks

numerous bus routes. The estimated cost would be around
$11 million, and VCSOA says financing is in place.
The location proposed by VCSOA would be sheltered
from westerly winds by Canada Place. VCSOA also points
out that it would put take-off and landing areas farther out
into the harbour, reducing noise.
Port Metro Vancouver wishes to study the proposal,
noting that in addition to the SeaBus, the area proposed
already accommodates cruise ships, Coast Guard,
Vancouver Police Marine Unit, TYMAC launches, Canfisco,
and CanTerm.
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Convention Centre Tenants
VHFC have signed up Seair and Tofino Air as the initial
tenants for their facility. PavCo has reportedly waived the
lease payments until 2034, saving $3.5 million, and
enabling VHFC to reduce their charges to $9.50 per
passenger. It has been rumoured that, as initial tenants, the
two floatplane operators have received further concessions.
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It is unusual for the small plane terminal like this one to be
operated as a for-profit facility. It is also unusual for
experienced entrepreneurs to undertake a multi-million
dollar investment, like VHFC, without securing a customer
base, even with an apparent government-guaranteed
monopoly.
But the most amazing part of the whole story is that there
was no planning for this facility on the part of any of the
government bodies. Surely it was up to PavCo to ensure that
the public interest was served by the terminal, both for
convenience and pricing, and for the City of Vancouver and
Port Metro Vancouver to ensure its integration with other
transportation links?
Pat Bell, Minister of Jobs, Tourism and Innovation, is
mightily embarrassed. Bell appointed Dan Doyle, Chair of
the BC Hydro Board of Directors to sort out the mess. Doyle
has his work cut out. 0
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Readers’ Letters

W

e have a bumper crop of letters! A little more space lets us include them (thanks so much for your voluntary subscriptions
and donations). Our letters demonstrate our readers’ expertise and concern for our Islands and the world.
instead of maps of individual streams as was done on North
Supporting Salt Spring’s
Pender Island.
Riparian Area Regulations Bylaw
North Pender has only three short fish-habitat streams.
Dear Editor:
Salt Spring has 24 fish-habitat watersheds, some of which
This letter offers some facts in response to alarmist are huge with many tributary streams. Trust staff stated at
information being circulated regarding Salt Spring’s a recent public meeting that they have a ballpark estimate
proposed riparian area protection bylaw, known as the RAR of $100,000 to map these streams.
bylaw.
The Salt Spring Island trustees and staff have worked
This bylaw is being proposed to comply with a provincial hard to craft a bylaw that follows the provincial guidelines
mandate for local governments in southern BC to adopt a while minimizing impacts on landowners. Measures
bylaw protecting habitat of certain types of fish including planned to mitigate any potential impact include reducing
cutthroat trout and salmon. The proposed bylaw follows the permit fees, minimizing the time to get a permit, helping
format provided by the Province. Salt Spring is one of the landowners determine whether a permit is required and
last communities which has not yet complied.
seeking funds to incrementally map streams.
The draft bylaw would establish a Development Permit
Environmental protection has a cost, but so does lack of
Area (DPA) covering 24 watersheds on Salt Spring that have protection. Fish numbers have declined because of habitat
streams capable of supporting these fish. Let’s call them loss. Removal of streamside vegetation increases water flow
‘fish-habitat streams’. The 24 watersheds cover a large part which can damage down-stream properties, and reduces
of the island. But the bylaw does not affect all properties in infiltration to groundwater. Blooms of toxin-producing
the watershed.
cyanobacteria have resulted in many Salt Spring residents
It affects landowners proposing a new project (such as being unable to drink their tap water for months.
building a structure or clearing land) within an assessment
Our quality of life and the success of our tourism industry
area of 30 metres of a fish-habitat stream, or its tributary depend on having a healthy natural environment. In the real
streams and water-bodies, or five metres from a ditch that world, the effectiveness of an environmental protection
flows on the surface into such a stream, or ten metres from measure is always balanced against costs and
a few mapped non fish-bearing streams that have been in inconvenience. This proposed bylaw is a balanced approach
an existing development permit area for many years.
that deserves our support.
DPAs are not new to Salt Spring. They have been used
Maxine Leichter, Salt Spring Island
for years to regulate activities near steep slopes, along the
Working Hard For The
shore and near lakes and some streams.
So, what will happen if your project is within a RAR
Marine Environment
assessment area? The bylaw would not establish a ‘set back’ Dear Editor:
or ‘no go’ area but rather a ‘go carefully’ assessment area.
I would like to commend the Islands Trust for its advocacy
A property owner will need to obtain a written work with senior government ministries and agencies to
assessment from a qualified environmental professional preserve and protect our marine waters which are
(QEP) describing where development can take place within continually under pressure.
the assessment area.
The multi-jurisdiction Salish Sea
A QEP who spoke
has been used, abused and
on Salt Spring said
neglected and I applaud efforts to
that the QEP tries to
bring
together
government
accommodate
the
ministries and agencies under one
landowner’s project
umbrella to reach a common goal,
while also protecting
along with initiating programmes
fish habitat. If done
for the common good of all species
appropriately, a single
in the marine waters of the Islands
assessment can guide
Trust Area and beyond.
future projects on the
I applaud Islands Trust
property.
Council’s move, on Saturna Island
Even within the
in June last year, to bring pertinent
Photo: Derek Holzapfel, www.naturediver.com agencies (Marine Shipping Safety
assessment area, with
some
reasonable A freighter waits in Plumper Sound.
Advocate, Marine Consultant, BC
limitations,
many
Chamber
of
Shipping,
activities are exempt, such as maintenance and Environmental Emergencies, BC Ministry of Environment,
modifications to structures and landscaping on their Transport Canada, Port Metro Vancouver, Pacific Pilotage
existing footprint, installing fences, emergency measures Authority) to the table.
and farming activities.
This forum brought to the forefront many issues,
Ditches are included in RAR because destructive land including ‘oil spill procedures’, which were found to be
clearing in or near a ditch can cause erosion and pollutants highly flawed and totally inadequate in addressing any
to be carried into a stream and harm fish habitat. However, minor or major environmental disaster.
most activities near roadside ditches will not be affected
It also brought into discussion the locally-known fact that
since the five metre assessment area will usually be within ships at anchor in Plumper Sound are not policed in any
the construction setback from the property line and normal way and compliance is voluntary—even though it is proven
landscape maintenance is exempt.
that regulation must be binding and compliance monitored.
The draft bylaw is supported by the Salt Spring Island
Islands Trust’s marine waters advocacy has also
Conservancy, the Cusheon Lake and St Mary Lake included:
Stewardship Committees and the Salt Spring Island Water
1) requesting observer status for this June’s joint
Preservation Society because it will help protect riparian Canada–US oil spill response exercise;
areas including Salt Spring’s drinking water lakes, which, as
2) resolving to support implementation of the Southern
recent blooms of toxin-producing cyanobacteria have Strait of Georgia National Marine Conservation Area
shown, badly need all the help they can get. A major threat Reserve, before the 2nd International Marine Conservation
to lake drinking water is erosion from land clearing along Congress in Victoria this May;
streams, which carry phosphorus (the primary contributor
3) working with San Juan County to call for cross-border
to the blooms) into lakes.
action on oil spill risks and improve oil spill protection for
The draft RAR bylaw has been criticized because it has the Salish Sea;
maps of the watersheds that contain fish-habitat streams
LETTERS, continued on next page

Independent
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in a relaxed setting

NEW!
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DEALER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE
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• scaling • root planing
• polishing • whitening
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250-655-4884
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‘What’s On?’
Every Saturday until Thanksgiving

Pender Islands’ Farmers’ Market—you never know what
you’ll find or who you’ll meet; ‘grow your own’ workshops
10:30am; fresh, local produce; baked goods; local art &
artisan works • Community Hall • Saturdays, 9:30am-1pm
• ON PENDER ISLAND

Dates in June & July

Classes & Workshops with Chanchal Cabrera—
HEALING WITH HERBS WEEKEND WORKSHOPS: June 24-26,
Immune Health; July 8-10, Practical Medicine Making;
HERB WALKS IN THE GARDENS, 6:3o–8pm: June 29, The
Healing Gardens; July 20: The Culinary Gardens •
Innisfree Farm • Info: www.chanchalcabrera.com,
250-336-8767 • IN COURTENAY

Friday, June 24

Greg Martin Live at the Roxy—Greg’s songwriting is a
beautiful blend of world & jazz rhythms with brilliant
acoustic guitar playing; his voice is as soothing as his lyrics
are poetic • The Roxy • Doors open 7pm, show starts
7:30pm • Tickets $10 @ the door • Info:
www.gregmartin.name • ON GABRIOLA ISLAND

Saturday, June 25

Pender Film Group Screenings—JuNE 25: The
Illusionist (2010) Beautifully animated adventures of a
French illusionist, based on Jacques Tati’s screenplay •
Community Hall • 7:30pm • By donation • Info:
www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

Sunday, June 26

Gabriola Home & Garden Tour—a self-guided tour of
island homes and beautiful coastal
gardens offering an unforgettable
taste of island life • 10am-5pm •
Tickets: $20, available at ticket
outlets in Nanaimo and Gabriola
Island
•
Info:
www.phcgabriola.org,
250-247-7311
•
ON GABRIOLA ISLAND

LETTERS from previous page
4) lobbying DFO for protection of BC’s coldwater coral
and glass sponge reefs in October last year;
5) requesting consultation on anchorages and the
Container Capacity Improvement Programme to address
concerns regarding the Plumper Sound anchorage;
6) advocating for the marine environment at the 2010
Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM) Conference, and
calling on the UBCM to petition provincial and federal
governments to develop a coordinated approach to the
timely and adequate removal of all types of derelict and
abandoned vessels, barges and docks in all situations; and
7) supporting resolutions endorsed at the UBCM
convention to implement a provincially-legislated ban on
off-shore oil and gas exploration and development, oppose
expansion of bulk crude oil tanker traffic on the north coast
and oppose tar sands pipelines across Northern BC.
So much has been accomplished in the past two years.
Peter Binner, North Pender Island

Marine Protected Areas
Dear Editor:
In your Volume 23, Number 11 issue, I was pleased and
encouraged to find a piece about the International Marine
Conservation Congress, held recently in Victoria as well as
the thoughtful letter from Edina Johnston of Denman
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Vancouver Island & All The Gulf Islands

SINGLE EVENT: $33.60, with image $39.20 (maximum 45 words) • 250-629-3660 • islandtides@islandtides.com
MULTI-VENUE: $44.80, with image $50.04 (maximum 70 words) • Credit card payment with order

Friday, July 1

62nd Annual Saturna Island Lamb Barbeque—
traditional lamb dinner, children’s games, live
entertainment, beer garden, arts & crafts, moorage at
Winter Cove, shuttle to/from ferries dock (sorry, no dogs)
• Winter Cove Park • Grounds open 10am-4:30pm;
dinner served 2-3pm • Dinner tickets: Adults $20,
Children
$10,
Group
tickets
available
•
Info: www.saturnalambbarbeque.com, 250-539-2452 •
ON SATURNA ISLAND

Friday, July 1

The Marc Atkinson
Trio & Mae Moore—
an evening of remarkable
music:
guitar
jazz,
Canadiana, folk • Pender
Islands Community Hall,
outdoors (weather permitting) • 7:30pm • Tickets: $25 at the
door, $22 in advance @ Southridge Country Store,
Talisman Books & Gallery and Medicine Beach Market •
Info: www.maemoore.com • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, July 2

Hornby Hidden Garden Tour—self-guided tour of
beautiful Hornby homes and gardens • Tour 10am–5pm •
Tickets $20: online now (pick-up map on the day at Festival
Office from 9am) • Paper tickets (map) from June 17 at
Hornby Festival Office, also at Abraxas Books, Denman and
at 32Books, Hornby • Info: www.hornbyfestival.bc.ca,
250-335-2734 • ON HORNBY ISLAND

Thursday, July 7

Live In Concert—Alison Krauss &
Union Station featuring Jerry
Douglas–26 time Grammy Award
Winner • Comox Valley Exhibition
Grounds • Tickets: $50 with
Vancouver Island MusicFest ticket;
$65 for Concert Ticket Only • Info: 1-866-898-8499,
www.islandmusicfest.com • IN THE COMOX VALLEY

Island about protecting beaches.
Unfortunately, our governments at all levels seem
powerless to implement policies that would make a
difference to our threatened living marine resources.
Endless public consultation and studies seem to be a
substitute for action. No Take Marine Protected Areas are
a proven method of protecting such resources and have
been created by many counties, including those in the
supposed 3rd World.
We in Canada, with the longest coastline in the world,
continue to dither. Right here in the Gulf Islands, the much
hyped marine conservation area proposed by Parks Canada
continues to languish after many years of stalling, under the
guise of ‘involving the public and stakeholders’.
I would encourage your readers to learn more and join
our organization, Marine Life Sanctuaries Society of British
Columbia—the only NGO that specifically promotes the
establishment of No Take Marine Protected Areas. For
more information, inquire at info@mlssbc.com
Andy Lamb, Thetis Island

Photos & Kind Words
Dear Editor:
Over the last couple years, I have begun making gift wrap
from outdated beautiful calendars; not much artistic skill is
required and equipment is minimal—scissors and a glue
stick!

Fri thru Sun, July 8—10

Vancouver Island MusicFest Earlybird tickets
until June 30—6 stages of music; David
Crosby, Arrested Development, Rodney
Crowell, Randy Newman, Holly Cole, Albert
Lee & John Jorgensen, Jon Anderson &
more to come; on-site riverside camping,
kids stuff, green festival projects • Earlybird
price: Adult $149, Senior $119, Youth (1318) $69 • Info: www.islandmusicfest.com, 1-866-898-8499
• IN THE COMOX VALLEY

Thurs thru Sun, July 14—17

Denman Island Readers and Writers Festival—
mainstage events, themed readings and intimate solo
sessions; workshop space still available • Featuring
Gurjinder Basran, Kate Braid, Heather Burt, Anne
Cameron, Wayde Compton, Bernice Friesen, George
Fetherling, Paul Headrick, Jack Hodgins, Evelyn Lau,
Andrew Nikiforuk and John Vaillant, moderated by Bill
Richardson • Info: www.denmanislandwritersfestival.com,
250-335-2576 • ON DENMAN ISLAND

Fri thru Mon, July 29—Aug 1

29th Annual Filberg Festival—excellence in Canadian
arts & crafts; 130+ artisans, ‘sip & bid’ auction; fundraiser
for Filberg Heritage Lodge & Park • 61
Filberg Road • Tickets: $15 daily, 12
years and under free, advance tickets
$13 daily or $30 for a three day pass
at Thrifty Foods and online • Info:
www.filbergfestival.com, 250-334-9242
• IN COMOX

Saturday, August 13

Register to swim in 8th Annual Naomi Wilde
Memorial Swim—join Jan Letts in this cystic fibrosis
fundraiser swim across Browning Harbour, $44,000 raised
to date • Info: 250-629-3292, ted.andjan@hotmail.com, or
talk to Jan at The Stand, Otter Bay ferry terminal •
ON PENDER ISLAND

After having just completed a glorious sheet with
calendar pages from Canadian Wildlife, a little light went
on in my brain: Why not use Island Tides pictures, rather
than consigning them to the recycling? So I cut up a few
Tides, and as I went through them, I realized that this
venture could also serve as education, promotion for Island
Tides, and promotion of a lot of the things that go on here!
Like an article on oil spills that follows that great photo
of a bear sitting in a pool of water, with the caption ‘What if
there were an oil spill?’ What if indeed! This reminded me
that I haven’t yet written my letter in response to that article!
And so it goes, connection on connection on connection!
Heartfelt thanks again for the photographers and their
pictures, for Christa, Patrick and all who make the Tides
happen, and unceasing thanks for our Beautiful Islands, for
the privilege of Living Here On the Face of Earth Herself.
Patricia Joyce, Galiano Island
LETTERS, continued on page 6
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S T R A I T
Float Plane Accident
Two people were uninjured after their float
plane flipped, June 3 at Bedwell Harbour
on South Pender Island. The two passengers
onboard were found on the pontoon of their
private floatplane and rescued by a local
boat. Coast Guard, fire rescue, ambulance
and RCMP attended the scene. The mishap
will be investigated by the Transportation
Safety Board.

Student Job on Galiano
The Galiano Land & Community Housing
Trust has received $25,000 from the United
Way of Greater Victoria in partnership with
the Galiano Island Resource Recycling
Society to build its capacity to improve
affordable green housing on Galiano.
The Society is also now accepting
applications for a post secondary summer

LETTERS from page 5
Small Schools Important
Dear Editor:
We are well aware of the fact that our school
district and other districts across our
province are facing serious budgetary
challenges. Students, parents, teachers,
members of our school board and our
community as a whole are directly affected
by the financial issues that are facing us.
As parents, members of our community,
as well as having been professionally
involved in the educational field, we are
deeply concerned about the potential
ongoing loss of educational, student and
financial support for our schools.
Smaller highschools, such as Chemainus
Secondary School, will be especially affected
by any further cuts to their programs. In

N E W S

student position to help coordinate this
year’s affordable housing projects. The job
description and date for the July AGM is at
www.activegaliano.org and at the society’s
office in Manzanita Mall on Galiano.
For info, contact Emily Menzies
at galianohousingtrust@gmail.com or
250-539-8030.

Savoie Named Deputy
Speaker
Victoria MP Denise Savoie was not elected
as Speaker of the House, as she had hoped,
but instead accepted the role of Deputy
Speaker, also known as Chair of the
Committees of the Whole. Regina
Qu’appelle MP Andrew Scheer was declared
Speaker on June 2. Savoie is one of three
Chairs who will preside over debate in the
House when the Speaker is unavailable.

recent correspondence with the school
trustees, we have been assured of support
for all our schools, including the small
highschools. Yet many rumours are actively
transmitted on the ‘telegraph’ regarding
cuts, closures, future plans, etc.
There are huge short and long term
negative impacts on all of us when a school
closes. This is especially true when the
school is providing a wonderful
environmental and educational experience
for its children that can not be duplicated in
larger secondary school settings.
Once cuts to programming are
implemented in schools, especially small
schools, the future of those small schools is
in peril. Smaller schools can not withstand
a ‘chipping away’ of programming, services
and staff. They will not survive. Once the
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Saturna Has ‘Worst Road’
Harris Road on Saturna Island earned the
dubious distinction as one of BC’s ‘worst
roads’ in a recent survey by BCAA. Damaged
pavement was cited as the main problem,
earning Harris Road 147 votes to take fourth
place out of 20 ‘worst roads’ in the province.
‘The ‘Worst Roads’ campaign enables
drivers to highlight roads that may have
been overlooked, or to remind governments
that our infrastructure is aging, and certain
roads and bridges no longer meet today’s
safety standards or traffic volumes,’ says
BCAA President Tim Condon.

Grant For Bridging
Generations
A new program, called Connecting
Generations, will give local secondary
students new opportunities to learn from

small school is gone, it will not be back, or
brought back, even when financial times
improve for the better.
Steve, Myla and Jacob Frankel, Thetis
Island

Smart Meter Sensitivity
Dear Editor:
Since mid-February, when we found out
about BC Hydro’s plans to replace all disc
meters with a new technology called smart
meters, my husband and I and many other
neighbours, friends, and acquaintances
have been going through emotional hell.
I have suffered from multiple chemical
sensitivities (MCS) for 19 years now. Soon
after we moved to Central Saanich, to what
we thought would be our final dream home
and property, we discovered that the
surrounding farms constantly used
pesticides on their land and crops. So, after
four years of intensive research, we finally
decided that a move to Salt Spring Island
was the healthiest option for me and our
family.
We have lived on our beautiful property
in a wonderful neighbourhood now for 14
years. We have a 25-year plan (it takes a
long time because of my sensitivity to
everything) for fixing up our house and
establishing our gardens.
Now that the federal and provincial
governments are basically forcing BC Hydro
to go ahead with the installation of wireless
smart meters throughout the province, our
whole life has been thrown up in the air.
When these meters are installed, there will
be nowhere to go in BC, across Canada, or
anywhere else in the world where these
meters are being installed.
Even if we go off the power grid in our
Salt
Spring
home,
our
whole
neighbourhood and all of Salt Spring Island
will be filled with the invisible
electromagnetic fields.
Why is this allowed? Where are our
human rights to live in a healthy way? We
will have no choice because the whole
environment will be changed everywhere.
I do not have electrohypersensitivity
(EHS) but I sure don’t want to add this
illness to my MCS. Did you know that
between 3-5% of the world’s population

their elders, thanks to a $12,500 grant from
the Ministry of Education’s Growing
Innovation Program. The Gulf Islands
School District’s program is one of 17 rural
school programs to be selected from 61
entries. It will offer students and staff a
‘living library’ consisting of community
residents enthusiastic about talking with
youth to build bridges between generations.

Credit for Firefighters
Volunteer firefighters will now be able to
claim a 15% non-refundable tax credit on an
amount of $3,000. Firefighters who
perform at least 200 hours of service in 2011
and subsequent years will be eligible. Those
who receive honoraria in respect of their
duties will be able to choose between the
new tax credit and continuing to be entitled
to the existing tax exemption of up to
$1,000 for honoraria. 0
suffers from EHS? And do you realize that
there are one million Canadians who suffer
from MCS like me? How are we going to
cope? Where can we go to be safe?
And what about this whole-environment
exposure to the elderly, children, and
especially babies? They are even more
vulnerable than anyone else.
Linda R Floyd, Salt Spring Island

Politics The Young Can
Get Behind
Dear Editor:
Maybe one reason why so many young
people have not been engaged in politics
much is that adults have wanted to protect
them from what had become a rather
hopeless and unproductive process. But
maybe all that can change.
Briony Penn once said of this riding that
it has a peculiar ability to mimic future
national political trends. If this assessment
is correct, maybe we can allow ourselves to
feel hopeful.
Not really because a certain party has
elected its first MP here, but because politics
has become something we can wish for our
children to be involved in. In 2008, the
night that Briony conceded victory to Gary
Lunn, she urged him to work towards a
more civil parliament, respect for
democracy and its institutions. When she
stepped down from the stage, a woman who
was friends with her parents came up to her
to tell her that her parents would have been
proud of her that night.
Almost three years later we did
something in this riding that almost no one
believed we could do: we elected Elizabeth
May, a woman who has dedicated her life to
protecting the things that are under vicious
assault from the consumption-growth
cancer of our current economic system.
There is certainly something special
about our community, with its high levels of
volunteer involvement, citizens willing to set
aside partisanship for the greater good, the
highest level of voter participation in all of
Canada—and it is being noticed. For
instance, read film-maker/activist Damien
Gillis’ article on ‘Bottling that magic Salt
Spring formula.’
LETTERS, continued on next page

Gabriola Wolves—team of the week

Fares need freezing, says ferry advisory

Photo: Courtesy of Kaitie Barton

Y

outh soccer teams in BC have an
exciting chance to enhance their
game this summer through the
Bank of Montreal (BMO) Team of the Week
program. Each week for 15 weeks, one BC
team is selected from nominations made by
parents or coaches.
In May, the Gabriola Wolves celebrated
their selection as a BMO Team of the Week
with new team track suits, a team party and
a $500 donation to the Gabriola Rescue of
Wildlife Society, provided by BMO.

LETTERS from previous page
I feel so lucky to live here! What is
wonderful about this place was epitomized
when I went into the midwifery clinic
(where the Green Party office was) on
election day. To me, it felt a bit like entering
a sacred space. Here were these people I
love, who had put their lives on hold to do
this amazing thing. They were working to
make sure everyone who wanted to got their
chance to vote, even if they did not have an
address to call home or other trappings of
‘success’.
There was this quiet joy in that office of
new birth—and even outside, as I wandered
around town, beaming at people as we lived
this historic moment.
Where do we go from here? It is
tempting to want to grow the Green Party. I
know many across the country who are
inspired by the Vision Green platform,
available not just in time for elections, but
365 days a year. I sense there is huge
potential there.
But I know that there is good within
every human being, also within the ranks of
each of our political parties. Elizabeth’s
emphasis on working with what is best in
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The Wolves are one of 15 teams of
players age 7-12 that will be in the final
grand prize round in August.
The grand prize winner will receive a
$125,000 refurbishment of their
community soccer field and a road trip to a
Toronto FC or Vancouver Whitecaps FC
home game.
The nomination forms are posted at
www.bmosoccer.com. Selection is based on
team pride, spirit, community involvement
and passion for the game. 0
each person, in each of the parties, has
inspired many people. Indeed one of her
volunteers wrote that he was ‘even more
amazed at Elizabeth’s genius for
maintaining this perspective than with her
technical brilliance, and that is saying a lot!
This is a kind of politics we can be happy to
invite our kids to be involved in.
Jan Slakov, Salt Spring Island

Picking A Party
Dear Editor:
If you held in your hand a crystal ball, you
would find, within a few years, most
Canadians becoming totally fed up with the
mainstream parties. Reality will set in to
pick a party that won’t be destroying the
foundation of our lives and our planet, and
to set about a new economy of selfpreservation—a future for our children on
this planet and a business plan that enables
use to recognize that we and our children
can only survive on a planet renewed in
ideas. We must live here in a solemn
promise that we respect not just our own
self interests, but our children’s future from
day one. Life is good…
Cran Campbell, Delta

The Ferry Advisory Committee Chairs (FACC)
welcome the partial relief from escalating ferry
fares recently announced by Transportation
Minister Blair Lekstrom.
But the drop from 8.23% to 4.15% in next
year’s fare hike doesn’t touch recent increases,
nor fix the fare problem in the long term.
Neither will the new ferry review, unless it
takes on the issue of public policy and
government support for ferries.
‘We applaud the fact that for the first time
a minister has echoed the consistent call to
address both affordability and sustainability,
and that the commissioner will review this
difficult balancing act,’ says Tony Law of
Hornby-Denman FAC. ‘But it isn’t enough to
stop the damage to communities, ferry users
or the ferry service itself.’
The partial rollback won’t feel like relief
when people board a ferry this summer.
Ferries will cost 17% more than they did last
summer, with the end of a fuel rebate, the
addition of a fuel surcharge, and the annual
fare increase that took effect last month.
In the long term, coastal residents and
visitors will continue to see annual increases
on top of the current untenable fares. Not only
are the high fares painful on their own, they
add to the costs of goods and services, over and
above the increases experienced by all British
Columbians.
‘We’re near, maybe beyond, crisis level in
some parts of our communities and it’s going
to get much worse if we don’t reverse what’s
been happening,’ says Brian Hollingshead of
the Southern Gulf Islands FAC.

Why Are Fares So High?
Financial statements show that fares have
soared because non-discretionary operating
costs have soared, in a way not foreseen when

the new structure was created in 2003. The
burden of those cost increases has fallen on the
ferry users.
‘We seem to have forgotten that ferries
have long been recognized as an economic
engine; their boost to the economy is no longer
factored into the financial equation of costs
and benefits, as it is in other jurisdictions,’ says
Harold Swierenga of Salt Spring Island FAC.
Swierenga adds, ‘We may now be at the
point that savings in public ferry funding are
offset by lost tax revenue, a false economy.
And this raises a question, why is coastal ferry
service different from other forms of essential
transportation in BC?’

Freezing Fares
The FACC recommends to government that it
consider freezing fares for the final three years
of the next contract term, for these reasons:
• Damage to families, communities and the
ferry service would result from continuing fare
increases, given that fares climbed by
multiples of the Consumer Price Index in the
past eight years;
• Economic benefits would be generated by
investing
in
coastal
transportation
infrastructure;
• Stronger government support of coastal
transportation would be consistent with its
support for other essential transportation
infrastructure in British Columbia.
Additionally, the FACC asks the Ferry
Commission to consider the role of
government as part of its review of the
affordability and sustainability of ferry service.
And while ferry users and ferry-dependent
communities await the outcome of the review,
the FACC asks them to let the government and
Commission know how current ferry fares
affect them. 0

BC Ferries Open House
Salt Spring Island Master Plan Update
Tuesday, July 12, 2011
7:30 pm to 9:30 pm
Harbour House Hotel, Salt Spring Island

LETTERS, continued on page 8

BC Ferries is progressing in the development of a long-term concept plan
that provides the framework for strategies and actions that will be required
to accommodate functional needs for the Fulford Harbour, Vesuvius, and
Long Harbour terminals over the next 20-plus years.
As part of this process, the company would like to provide an update on
specific projects being proposed to address current concerns at Fulford
Harbour and Vesuvius. Details of these projects will be explained during
a presentation made by the project team.
BC Ferries is making this significant effort to ensure continued safe,
reliable service for years to come. This update will also provide an
opportunity to seek input from the community on how to best address
future functional needs related to longer term requirements at the terminal.
Everyone is welcome to attend. The presentation begins at 7:30 p.m. and
BC Ferries staff will be available to gather your input and answer questions
for the remainder of the open house.

For information, contact: Darin Guenette, Manager, Public Affairs
at (250) 978-2385 or darin.guenette@bcferries.com
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Saanich needs affordable housing

Saanich–Gulf Islands MP Elizabeth May is calling for a
national plan to help expand affordable housing.
May talked with Ian Brown, owner of Tower Premium
Woodworking in Sidney and board member of the Saanich
Peninsula Chamber of Commerce, about why affordable
housing is a must.
‘Local employers have great difficulty recruiting qualified
workers because those workers cannot afford to live close to
their jobs,’ Brown comments. ‘Public transportation is
difficult, parking is limited and the time and carbon footprint
of long commutes discourages them from filling these
important jobs. Businesses need a large enough, stable labour
pool to thrive, and the lack of affordable housing in much of
BC and certainly in Saanich is a real problem.’
‘Lack of affordable rental units and housing in their
regions makes it difficult for business owners to attract and
retain the labour force that they need to run their businesses,’
says May, ‘Without affordable housing, either the employees
eventually leave because the rent is too high, or they tire of

the long and expensive commutes from regions where
affordable housing is more available.’
Increasing the density of urban cores increases the supply
and affordability of housing units, while at the same time
minimizing suburban sprawl in the farmlands and green
spaces of surrounding regions.

LETTERS from page 7
Closed Containment For
Farmed Salmon

when wild juvenile salmon leave their spawning grounds
they have no parasites, but when they approach the farms
they are inundated with sea lice.
Salmon farmers use chemicals to ensure that the number
of adult lice on their fish is never above three, a number
which is low enough to keep their fish healthy. So what is
happening?
Unfortunately, the lice are very effective parasites, and
they reproduce alarmingly efficiently.
With farms being stocked with up to 750,000 Atlantic
Salmon, just three adult lice per fish means that each fish
farm can harbour several hundred million sea lice eggs and
still be within regulations.
Chemicals may help the farm fish combat large numbers
of parasites. The wild salmon do not have that protection.
Neither salmon farms nor the governing body of the
Department of Fisheries and Oceans are under any
requirements to sample juvenile fish around their fish farms
to see the impact of their businesses.
The argument surrounding sea lice is like so many

Dear Editor:
The debate surrounding the impact of farmed salmon on
wild salmon populations often focuses on the issue of sea
lice.
Wild salmon supporters correlate the alarming decline
of wild fish to the fact that fish farms harbour unnaturally
high concentrations of sea lice which destroy juvenile wild
fish. Salmon farm proponents refute this theory, arguing
that there is no direct scientific evidence to support this
claim, and that their self-imposed regulation of sea lice
levels on the farms is within reasonable and safe limits.
It is absolutely true that there is no unequivocal evidence
to show a salmon farm sea louse leaving a farm, attaching
to a wild salmon juvenile and then seeing that fish die as a
direct result of weakness and infection caused by the louse.
However, what independent scientists do see is that

Homelessness
Affordable housing is also vital to stem the growth of poverty,
homelessness and related social problems. The Greater
Victoria region has one of the largest homeless populations
in Canada, with previous surveys indicating that there may
be one thousand homeless persons in the municipality of
Victoria alone.
Homelessness began to escalate in the 1990s with federal
government cuts to social housing programs and cuts in
income support programs by both the federal and provincial
governments. As housing prices skyrocketed in the 2000s,
even people working minimum wage jobs were increasingly
unable to afford rental housing.

‘If people who need help are not properly cared for, this
puts a strain on everyone. It should be the right of every
Canadian to have affordable, safe and secure housing. It
enhances people’s health, dignity, and life opportunities,’
states MP May. ‘Affordable housing will alleviate poverty, and
ultimately make for a more stable, secure, and prosperous
society for everyone.’

Vision Green
May’s Green Party policy would increase funding for low
income housing and implement a National Affordable
Housing plan to set an annual rate of building affordable
housing, so that the supply of housing is no longer an issue
by 2019.
Under the plan, the government would build 20,000 new
and 10,000 rehabilitated, subsidized affordable units per year
for the next 10 years using capital grants and changes in tax
and mortgage insurance regulations.
The plan supports the delivery of dramatically increased
social housing dollars to provincial and municipal
governments through the Canada Mortgage and Housing
Corporation. Vision Green says that the housing provided
must be designed with energy conservation in mind. 0

difficult environmental debates we are now facing. Because
the ecosystems we live in are so large and so complex, it is
often virtually impossible to find direct scientific
correlations between cause and effect. Instead we must look
at the weight of evidence to support one argument versus
the other.
In the example of air pollution we do not have specific
evidence that the pollutants released by one individual
factory or oil refinery leads to breathing problems or illness.
However it has been accepted that the cumulative
worsening of air quality is harmful to human health.
Therefore we protect ourselves and limit emissions.
So what about our fish? Sea lice incubated by farms are
not the only cause for depletion of wild salmon stocks but
they are a significant factor known to us today as illustrated
by the reproduction rates above.
If we continue to look for undeniable evidence of the link
between open-net fish farms and the collapse of wild
salmon stocks, it is most likely that the wild fish will be long
gone before we have our answers.
We do not have to make a choice between wild and
farmed fish. We can keep farmed fish in closed
containment, away from the oceans and migratory routes,
thus eliminating infection of the wild salmon fry by the
incubated lice from the open-net cage farms.
The science is in. We need to act in good faith with the
weight of evidence we have available to us now.
Wilderness Tourism operators would like citizens to ask
their new MP to support moving fish farms to closed
containment, and away from wild salmon.
Brian Gunn, Cumberland

Appointments to The Senate
Dear Editor:
Prime Minister Harper’s latest Senate appointments must
be called into question.
Senators are to be a check on the PM, his Cabinet and
his House of Commons majority. They have the
responsibility of providing ‘sober second thought’ from their
appointed positions.
Appointing to the Senate defeated federal election
candidates, in actuality re-appointing those who resigned
from the Senate to become partisan politicians, cannot be
considered otherwise than directly conflicting with this
responsibility.
Have Mr Harper’s purely partisan personal appointees
committed to voting as he pleases? Is that not vote buying?
Is not Mr Harper again in contempt of parliament in
making such appointments—the very same contempt of our
LETTERS, continued on next page
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‘If I were prime minister…’
ElIzabEth May, MP

T

he preamble is reminiscent of a childhood game of
flights of imagination. ‘If I were king…if I were queen.’
School assignments in the United States begin ‘If I were
president...’ There is the suggestion of being all-powerful.
The reality is that the US president is not all-powerful.
Thanks to the American Revolution and the constitution
drafters’ desire to avoid allowing power to corrupt, the US
Constitution constrains the power of any branch of
government. The US government operates under checks and
balances.
The king (or queen) in the UK was, at one time, all-powerful,
but that was only up until 1215 at Runnymede wherein the king
accepted that he was not entitled to run rough-shod over his
nobility. Consultation was required, and even the commoners
were given a say. Magna Carta was the result. The king was
handed his head, but only figuratively. In the 17th century,
Charles 1st exceeded his authority under Magna Carta by
shutting down Parliament and embarking on a decade of
personal rule. For that he was handed his head—literally.
In Canada at the moment, we face a significant menace to
our democracy. The prime minister of Canada (stated as a
generic, rather than a personal reality) has far more power than

a US president or a UK prime minister. Checks and balances
have been bypassed in Canada. Even in a minority parliament,
the Canadian prime minister has shown himself able to dictate
terms, laws, and policy without having a parliamentary debate
on such things as violating Kyoto, sending jets to Libya, or
leaving one of our nationals in Guantanamo Bay.
Now, following the May 2 election, the prime minister of
Canada, leader of the Conservative Party, has a majority of the
seats in the House of Commons—even though the electorate’s
popular vote was 60+% in opposition to his government. The
unelected, appointed Senate (the Canadian version of the
British House of Lords) has now been stacked with
Conservative appointments.
So my wish list under the heading ‘If I were prime minister’
begins with reducing the unhealthy and undemocratic power
of the Prime Minister’s Office. Over time, starting under former
Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau, the office of the prime minister
was expanded from a handful of stenographers to an effort to
coordinate actions by cabinet members. Fast forward to 2011,
and the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) acts as a control centre
over every word spoken by cabinet ministers and senior
bureaucrats, while acting to gag government scientists.

LETTERS from previous page

dioxide we’ve released in the past through the combustion of
oil and gas has now made it possible to access even more oil
and gas which will, in turn, add even more carbon dioxide to
the atmosphere and cause even more global warming.
Tell me there is not some sort of perverse madness at work
here in the quest for the oil and gas resources locked beneath
the Arctic seabed. There surely must be when the effects of
past consumption are so plainly obvious in the melting of
polar ice.
Donald Leung, Burnaby

parliamentary democracy which defeated the government
and forced an election March 25?
Harper wants to create a climate of opinion that will
allow him to propose provincially-run elections of senators
accountable to their province and party. He wants, by this,
to create the United States of Canada. The Prime Minister
with presidential powers, an elected Senate with eight-year
terms rather than six.
Neither abolishing nor electing Senators serves the
purpose which it was to serve when Canada came into being
in 1867. A process that will enable the Senate to play its
designated role that Harper has completely destroyed is to
have Senators appointed by the Governor General upon the
recommendation of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada.
Brian Marlatt, White Rock
Ed’s note: The Queen’s Privy Council for Canada consists
of cabinet ministers, former cabinet ministers, the Chief
Justice of Canada, former chief justices, former speakers of
the House of Commons, former speakers of the Senate,
former Governors General and distinguished individuals
(as a mark of honour). They are appointed to advise the
Queen on issues of importance to the country. This includes
both issues of state and constitutional affairs.
The Governor General appoints each privy councillor
on the advice of the Prime Minister. Membership is for life,
unless the Governor General withdraws the appointment
–again on the Prime Minister’s advice.
The Queen’s Privy Council for Canada was first
established by the British North America Act, 1867 (later
renamed the Constitution Act, 1867). It has been adding
members ever since. Its composition comes very close to
mirroring the Senate itself.

Madness Of The Midnight Sun
Dear Editor:
I always thought Santa Claus owned the North Pole. It seems
I was wrong, because Denmark is about to lay claim to the
continental shelf around Greenland and the Faroe Islands,
including the North Pole. Canada, Russia, Norway and the
United States have also made claims to the Arctic, driven in
large part by untapped oil and gas reserves estimated to make
up 30% of the world’s undiscovered resources.
Ironically, access to these untapped oil and gas resources
has been made possible by an unprecedented melting of polar
ice caused by global warming. In other words, the carbon
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If I were prime minister, I would have to start by reducing
my own powers. I would trust that the other Members of
Parliament elected are competent. I would choose wisely those
MPs who have skills and abilities to be members of cabinet and
would trust that they can run their own departments, within
budget. I would respect the professional civil service and
restore morale. (The Canadian civil service is, at the moment,
cowed and oppressed by five years of Harper minority and
wondering how many blows will fall, and how fast, now that he
has his majority).
I would return to the essence of Westminster parliamentary
government in which the prime minister is ‘first among equals.’
As prime minister, I would appoint ministers to key
portfolios who understand the urgency of the climate crisis. I
would replace climate deniers in key agencies appointed by the
current prime minister with experts in climate science. I would
re-establish the posts of science advisor to the prime minister,
ambassador for environment, and ambassador for circumpolar
affairs—eliminated by the current PM.
Ministers of natural resources, industry, environment,
transport and finance would be mandated to develop plans to
create hundreds of thousands of new jobs in maximizing
energy efficiency in transportation, heating and cooling of
buildings and industrial applications, while ramping up
renewable energy.
PM, please turn to page 10

Signs On Hydro Poles
Dear Editor:
I would like to draw your readers’ attention to the increased
amount of signage posted on utility poles.
Signs, posters, banners or other objects on utility poles
create a safety hazard for BC Hydro line crews who need
clear access to poles. A worker can be injured attempting to
climb a pole with these obstructions or by the nails that are
used to attach the sign. It is for those reasons that the
posting of anything on the poles under any circumstances
is not permitted.
This a safety hazard not only to BC Hydro line crews, but
those of Telus and Shaw as well. Signs on utility poles violate
WorkSafeBC’s Occupational Health and Safety Regulations.
We realize most people are not aware of the potential
hazard this creates for our crews or of the regulation by
WorkSafe, so we are asking individuals and businesses to
refrain from using poles as public notice boards.
If you have posted something on a utility pole, please
take the time to remove it. BC Hydro will be actively
ensuring that material is removed from utility poles across
Vancouver Island and reserves the right to remove any sign
at anytime.
Our line crews work hard to keep your lights on, please
consider their safety and refrain from posting obstructions
on utility poles.
Ted Olynyk, Community Relations, BC Hydro

Strathcona Park Trails
Dear Editor:
I’m a director of Friends of Strathcona Park, but these
thoughts are entirely my own.
This summer, unless things change, we’ll be working to
complete a very low impact trail through the Bedwell Valley,
and we hope that a large number of volunteers will join us.
LETTERS, continued on page 11

FERRY FARES, please turn to page 11
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Hornby eagle chicks: update from the nest —DOuGLAS CARRICK

T

Photo: Derek Holzapfel

A 5-week old eaglet watches from his nest in a tree on
South Pender Island in May.

PM from page 9

The Athabasca oil sands (tar sands) would not receive any
new federal permits to expand production, until the energy and
water input to each barrel of oil and the pollution created was
significantly reduced.
The government as a whole would re-commit to meaningful
greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction targets throughout the
economy, in close consultation with provincial, territorial and
First Nations governments.
If I could be prime minister before COP17 at Durban this
December, I would recommit Canada to a second phase under
Kyoto and trash the useless ‘politically-binding’ Copenhagen
Accord. I would head to Washington DC in hopes of
persuading the US president that his government’s current
approach to international negotiations is fatally flawed, and
that the US must lead. The US must find a way to allow the
second phase of Kyoto by others, while building meaningful
GHG reductions within the legally binding commitments

he two chicks in the Hornby nest looked like cute
little puff balls, but are now at the ugly gawky stage.
Their gigantic yellow feet seem out of all proportion
to their bodies; like puppies, eagle chicks will eventually
grow into their feet. Their wings are getting long and
uncoordinated, and will grow to a span of 80 inches (just
under seven feet) in 80 days—one inch per day. They have
to eat and sleep a lot.
In the first three weeks, the first chick, Alexandra, pecked
the younger David mercilessly—it was quite frightening to
watch. She was giving him a simple message: ‘Me first’.
When the parents arrive with fish, Alexandra gulps it
down until her crop is bulging. Then David gets his turn. If
David tries to horn in when Alexandra is feeding, he gets
bopped on the head.
This is a system which works for eagles, especially if there
is insufficient food. The first one gets fed and survives,
whereas the second one is only successful if there is
sufficient food. If they fed both chicks equally, both would
be weak and neither likely to survive.
Last year in our neighbourhood there were three eaglets
which fluttered to the ground, not strong enough to fly
properly. They were taken to Mountainaire Avian Rescue

just north of Courtenay and were eventually rehabilitated
and released. In each of these three nests there were two
eaglets, one which fledged successfully and the other too
weak. This illustrates a situation in which there was
probably insufficient food.
On June 3 in the Hornby nest, young David started
pecking Alexandra; she pecked him back with greater force.
But David just turned his back and leaned away so she
couldn’t reach him. He is getting smart! This sibling rivalry
is a training ground for the future.
Alexandra was named after Alexandra Morton, the great
biologist who has done so much to save our wild salmon.
David was named after David Suzuki, who we all know. Our
two chicks Alexandra and David are a constant reminder of
those who care about the environment, with the hope we
will take time to think about what is of ultimate importance.
Right now, in the upper Island area, the overwhelming
majority see the proposed Raven Coal mine as another
affront to our environment. Both of our chicks, Alexandra
and David, are against the coal mine.
Ed’s Note: Eagle chicks at a number of webcam sites can
be viewed in real time at www.hancockwildlife.org.0

already ratified by the US Congress under the 1992 Framework
Convention on Climate Change.
If I were prime minister, the government would ensure
deficit reduction was on track through returning the corporate
tax rate to competitive 2009 levels, repatriating funds from offshore tax havens, and ending billions in subsidies to fossil fuels,
nuclear, and bio-technology.
I would urge the G-8 to accept the Financial Transaction
Tax. Canada would press for better regulation over the risky
behaviour of large financial institutions. We need controls to
ensure that reckless gambling in the derivatives market can
never again risk bringing down the whole world economy.
If I were prime minister, the government would restore the
goal of equality for women to the mandate of Status of Women
Canada, reverse funding decisions that denied support to
advocacy organizations for women’s rights, and appoint a
knowledgeable person as minister responsible for women. My
government would make poverty alleviation, in Canada and
globally, a government-wide
goal, with a focus on children.
We would restore funding to

maternal and child health programs that provide access to safe
and legal abortions.
Working with provincial, territorial and First Nations
governments, my ministers within each area of responsibility
would work to fill in the gaps in Canada’s policy framework.
Canada is the only country in the OECD with no energy policy,
no transportation policy, no cultural policy, no housing policy….
Once we have an agreed upon a set of goals, we would work
at all levels of government, with the goal of policy coherence.
All levels of government using tax dollars and pulling in the
same direction are bound to deliver better results. Key partners
in delivering on transport, water conservation, social and
affordable housing, and GHG reductions are the municipal
governments. As a group they have shown themselves to be
light-years ahead of other levels of government and efficient in
using scarce resources. Municipalities are indispensable
partners.
If I were prime minister, the list of tasks would be long and
the sense of urgency unrelenting. For now, I am the Member
of Parliament for Saanich-Gulf Islands. The list of tasks is long,
the sense of urgency unrelenting. 0

suMMEr EArTH EDuCATIOn PrOGrAMs (sEEP) 2011
The Gulf Islands Centre for Ecological Learning is now accepting registrations for its
sEEP activities on Mayne, Pender, saturna and salt spring islands.
Our programs integrate the knowledge and understanding of marine, forest and
freshwater ecosystems, food growing and local First nations knowledge. We use
natural science, multi-sensory experiences, art, photography, theatre, story telling,
music and play as core learning methods.

salt spring Island:
July 11 - 15, July 18-22, July 25-29

Mayne Island:
August 1 - 5, August 8-12

Contact: Michelle spencer,
mspencer@sd64.bc.ca

Contact: Jessica Willows,
jwillows@sd64.bc.ca

Pender Island: July 11 - 15
Contact: Julie Johnston,
greenhearted@shaw.ca
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saturna Island: August 15 - 19
Contact: Jessica Willows,
jwillows@sd64.bc.ca

Time: 10am to 4pm, Monday through Friday
Children ages 6 to 12
Fees: $175.00/week/child under review
GICEL may be able to provide limited financial assistance
for families who have children wishing to participate.

GuLF IsLAnDs CEnTrE FOr ECOLOGICAL LEArnInG
Consult our website at www.gicel.ca or email: gicel@gicel.ca.
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LETTERS from page 9
For myself, I’ve never wanted a trail through the Bedwell,
and I still don’t, but I’ll be working as hard as anyone to
create one. I’ve never wanted a trail because the Bedwell was
totally trashed by logging in the 1960’s, when the
government sold the timber in the valley to private
concerns, and I believe it deserves a chance to heal itself
without further interference from humans.
That’s my personal bias, but I’ll be working on the trail
nonetheless. I’ll be working because I hope it’ll help create
the type of park I (and many others) want, rather than what
the government appears to want.
The government is going through the final stages of
allowing a private resort to build a high impact commercial
horse trail in the Bedwell for the benefit of the resort and its
clients.
I believe the government has violated two extremely
important principles in the process of forcing this operation
into a public park: 1) meaningful public input and 2)
minimal human impact.
These principles are still firmly embedded in the
Strathcona Park Master Plan despite recent government
changes to the plan (against 85-90% of public opinion) to
allow the resort and its high impact operations into the park.
The commercial trail proposed by the resort will affect
the valley hugely, and it will seriously erode important
values of the park for the majority of park users.
Why are the wishes of a single commercial operation
more important to government than the stated wishes of
thousands of ‘ordinary’ park users?
The effect of what we are calling the Oinimitis Centennial
Trail on the Bedwell Valley will be absolutely minimal, and
it will be extremely sensitive to the nature of the valley and
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the principles of the Strathcona Park Master Plan.
As I said, I believe the valley deserves a chance to be left
alone, but if it comes to a choice between a high impact trail
to serve commercial interests as opposed to a minimal
impact trail to serve the interests of the park, the choice for
me is obvious.
I believe the government is gambling that people won’t
come out to support their park. They may be right.
If you’d like a chance to prove them wrong, join us
August 19-24. It’ll be a combination work party and
Strathcona Park Centennial celebration and it’ll provide an
opportunity for people to help Strathcona Park in a
meaningful way.
It will also provide governments with concrete proof that
the public neither needs nor wants high impact commercial
trails in wilderness parks, and that low impact, noncommercial trails serve the public and suit the park much
better.
This is an extremely important and complicated issue. It
has very little, if anything, to do with horses. For more info,
go to www.friendsofstrathcona.org.
Karl Stevenson, Royston

Courageous Civil Disobedience
Dear Editor:
When 21-year-old Senate Page Brigette DePape took the
unprecedented step of holding up a ‘Stop Harper’ sign
during the reading of the throne speech, she played the role
of the child in the story of the Emperor’s New Clothes, who
observes the king is in fact naked.
She quite correctly pointed out two things that should be
obvious to all adults: Mr Harper’s so-called majority is the
result of a defective vote-splitting electoral system that gives
100% of the power to the party with just 40% of the votes.

topping • thinning •
lot clearing • pruning •
hazardous tree removal
30 years experience
insured

John Racine
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HAVE BOAT • WILL TRAVEL

Bookwiththebest!

135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

Besley

Design & Build

Foundations & Framing
Siding & Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Renovations & Additions
Timberworks & Arbors
25 years experience
Licensed & Insured
Call Ron for free estimate
rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885

LEGAL NOTICE
To: Canadian Radio-televison &
Telecommunications Commission.
Application #2011-0882-9 Application
by Salt Spring Island Radio Corp. to
amend the radio programming
license for CFSI-FM, Salt Spring
Island, B.C. CFSI is proposing the
addition of a repeater on Mt Bruce,
south
Salt
Spring
Island,
broadcasting on 102.1 mHz (ch
271LP) with 20 watts ERP
directional antenna and EHAAT
391m. Interventions or comments on
this application may be submitted to
the CRTC website online. Closing
date for comments/interventions:
July 4, 2011. A link and instructions
are provided on the CFSI website:
www.cfsi-fm.com. A full print-out of
this application may be examined at
our office: Merchant Mews 19A – 315
Upper Ganges Road, Salt Spring
Island during business hours.
Information about this application
can be obtained via email:
mikecherry@cfsi-fm.com.

RETIREMENT

Heritage Place

FOR SENIORS

EXTRAORDINARY
Food
People
Experience
…deciding what comes
next just got easier…

250.537.8340
www.HeritagePlace.info

FOR SALE
66ft Aluminum-style gangway with
built-in steps. Ideal for high-bank beach
access. $5,000 obo. 250-539-3349

FOR RENT
South Pender Island. 1 bedroom
plus loft, 1 bathroom, woodstove &
electric heat, sunny location close to
beaches. Available June 1, long term.
n/s, n/p, references. $850/mo+
utilities. 604-879-9701
Saturna Island. Two separate houses
for long term rental: a 2-bedroom
and a 3-bedroom. Gas fireplaces,
decks, 5 appliances. Each
$850/mo+utilities. n/s, references.
250-539-2975

ACCOMMODATION
Highly skilled tradesman looking for
long-term
accommodation
in
exchange (or partially) for renovating,
creating or renewing living spaces.
Have vehicle, tools and skills. Require
a garage or large storage space along
with quiet accommodation in the
Comox Valley. Please call Victor at
250-703-1218 and leave a message.

As Ms DePape observed, it is even worse since 75% of
Canadian voters did not vote Conservative.
This university grad and experienced Parliamentary
Page also pointed out the other obvious fact: there is no real
possibility to stop the Harper agenda within the
parliamentary system.
We are facing a four-year-long dictatorship. Farmers will
be among the first victims with the destruction of the
Canadian Wheat Board at the top of the corporatist agenda
of the Harper government.
We need more creative and courageous people like Ms
DePape to lead non-violent opposition to the imposition of
American Republican values on Canada by the Harper
Conservatives.
And should ordinary Canadians in the next election or
by-election organize themselves to conduct a straw-vote
pre-election, Canadian Wheat Board-style preferential
ballot poll, such citizens thereby empower themselves on
voting day to avoid much of the vote-splitting vulnerability
of our single-mark ballot system.
Eduard Hiebert, St François Xavier, Manitoba
Ed’s note: ‘Harper’s agenda is disastrous for this country
and for my generation,’ said Brigette DePape. ‘We have to
stop him from wasting billions on fighter jets, military
bases and corporate tax cuts, while cutting social
programs and destroying the climate. Most people in this
country know what we need are green jobs, better
medicare, and a healthy environment for future
generations.’ DePape, a recent graduate of University of
Ottawa, has been a Page in the Senate for a year, and says
that she realized that working within parliament wouldn’t
stop Prime Minister Harper’s agenda. 0
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Massive public opposition to mine proposal: 1,500 people attend three public meetings

Photos: Fireweed

Concerned citizens pack the house at a Raven Coal Mine Proposal hearing in Courtenay on May 30.

T

he proposal for a massive underground coal mine in
the Comox Valley met overwhelming opposition at
all three environmental assessment public meetings
that took place in Courtenay, Port Alberni, and Union Bay.
‘It’s obvious the public has deep concerns about the
proposed coal mine and the approval process,’ said
CoalWatch Comox Valley president John Snyder after the
final public meeting concluded after midnight on Friday,
June 3 in Union Bay.
Nearly 600 people crammed into the Filberg Centre in
Courtenay on May 30; over 400 people attended the
Thursday meeting in Port Alberni; and an overflow crowd
of more than 450 people came to the Union Bay Hall.

Another 600 people watched the Port Alberni meeting
online.
The Union Bay meeting was so packed that fire marshals
had to restrict access at the door. MLA Don McCrae had to
wait outside for 20 minutes until enough people left the hall
so he could get in.
In total, about 200 speakers expressed strong objections
to the mine while one person spoke in favour.
‘Public opposition to the mine is overwhelming,’ said Tria
Donaldson of the Wilderness Committee. ‘It’s time for the
federal and provincial governments to listen to what people
are saying. There is simply too much at risk for this proposal
to proceed.’

Snyder said people expressed a wide variety of objections
to the mine.
‘The proposed mine puts hundreds of jobs in the shellfish
industry at risk, it threatens our drinking water, air quality,
and road safety, and it does not conform to the vision our
communities have for the future,’ he said. ‘That’s why it’s
crucial for the government to establish an independent
expert panel review with full public hearings before any
further consideration is given to this proposal.’
The public comment period for this stage of the
environmental assessment is open until June 27. For details
on how to make a submission, visit www.coalwatch.ca. 0

HST will be reduced from 12% to 10%.

Transition cheques for families & seniors.

After listening to British Columbians, the government has proposed

Under the proposed change to a 10% HST rate, the average B.C. family

an HST reduction from 12% to 11% by 2012, then to 10% by 2014.

will be $120 better off annually than under the old 12% GST + PST

This proposed change will take effect if the province votes to keep

system. And to help transition to the lower rate, the government will

the HST in the referendum. If B.C. votes to return to the GST + PST

provide $175 for every child under 18 and every senior with income

system, the combined rate will remain at 12%.

under $40,000.

Decide for yourself. Learn more at HSTinBC.ca

Milled
Toll Free 1.877.826.5461
www.tamlinhomes.com

LOG Home Packages

Our precision profiled 6x8 “D” logs are precut, prenotched,
and predrilled for simple and fast assembly.
A complete weather tight log home package that is delivered
right to your site.
Call us now and ask for our Gulf Island SPECIALS!

