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Kayaktivists take to the water during Vancouver’s Break Free protest at the Kinder Morgan Terminal in North Vancouver. See story, below.

NEB approves TMX—with conditions - Special Report by Patrick Brown ‘Break Free’ global civil
n May 19, Canada’s National Energy Board (NEB)
issued a report recommending that the federal cabinet
approve the Trans Mountain Pipeline Expansion
Project (TMX) subject to 157 conditions. In the next step,
Cabinet is expected to issue its decision this December.
Cabinet will also be considering a report from a three-member
panel tasked with hearing from communities, First Nations and
other stakeholder groups. This panel, headed by Kim Baird,
former Chief of the Tsawwassen First Nation, is to report to
cabinet by December 1. The government has announced that it
will also provide for online input through a questionnaire for
individual Canadians. This entire process will be accommodated
by a four-month extension to the legislated timetable.

NEB: In the Public Interest

The NEB found that the TMX project would be ‘in Canada’s
public interest’. It would nearly triple the capacity provided by
a 60-year-old existing pipeline between Edmonton, Alberta,
and Burnaby, BC. A new parallel pipeline would be laid in the
existing right-of-way for much of the distance, with new and
expanded pumping facilities built where required. The tank
farm in Burnaby would be expanded and the Westridge ship
loading terminal would be enlarged. Destined for Asia,
Washington State, and California, tanker traffic through
Vancouver Harbour, Georgia Strait, and Haro Strait would
increase to an average of one ship per day.
The NEB found that ‘overall, with the implementation of
Trans Mountain’s environmental protection procedures and
mitigation and the board’s recommended conditions, the
project would not likely cause significant adverse
environmental effects.’

While the NEB found a ‘very low probability’ of a large spill
from the project or from a project-related tanker, nonetheless
‘given all of the mitigation and safety measures being
implemented’ any spill would have a ‘significant effect’.

Marine Impacts of Shipping

Conclusions about shipping figure prominently in the board’s
report. The board noted that, while it was not responsible for
regulating marine shipping and recommends there be no
findings of significant adverse environmental effects pursuant
to the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012, it did
find significant effects related to increases in marine shipping
assessed under the NEB Act.
Further, the board reported: ‘While marine shipping is not
part of the project, and is not regulated by the NEB, the board,
as part of its overall public interest determination, considered
the potential environmental effects and socio-economic effects
of increased marine shipping activities. This included the
potential effects of accidents or malfunctions.’
The report observed that tankers carrying oil from the
pipeline—even if the proposed expansion does not proceed—
‘follow a route that currently has high levels of vessel traffic…
operation of project-related marine vessels would further
contribute to cumulative effects that are already jeopardizing
the recovery of the southern resident killer whale’. The NEB
found these impacts to be significant.
In addition to adverse effects on the southern resident killer
whales, ‘the greenhouse gas emissions from project-related
marine vessels would likely be significant’.
KINDER MORGAN, please turn to page 6

disobedience - Natalie Dunsmuir

Early May was marked by the largest campaign of global civil
disobedience in the history of the climate movement.
In the first weeks of May, tens of thousands of activists risked
arrest by taking part in demonstrations in 13 countries on six
continents. The protests were part of the Break Free movement,
which calls for the end of fossil fuels and a transition to 100%
renewal energy. The demonstrations took place on the sites of
coal mines, refineries and pipeline facilities.
‘As global temperatures continue to rise, so are the people,’
said Payal Parekh, the program director for 350.org. ‘Across
continents people are challenging the status quo by pushing the
boundaries of conventional protest to demand fossil fuels are
kept in the ground.’
Canada’s Break Free demonstration took place in Vancouver
at the Kinder Morgan terminal. Around 800 people joined in,
dozens of them taking to the ocean in kayaks while others
marched on the land. Activists locked messages onto the gates of
the facility, staged a sit-in and painted a giant mural. No arrests
were made and only two police boats were present, though
Kinder Morgan also hired private security to monitor the crowds.
The Kinder Morgan Trans Mountain Expansion project got
the green light from the National Energy Board on May 19, just
five days after the Break Free event (see story, left).

Global Demonstrations

In other countries, opposition was directed at coal energy. In
Germany, more than 3,500 activists shut down Welzow-Süd,
BREAK FREE, please turn to page 2
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Cooperating for World Health

Dear Editor:
Thanks everyone for fighting pandemics, childhood diseases,
and malnutrition.
Each Canadian contributes on average $8 per year of tax
money towards the Global Fund to fight AIDS, tuberculosis and
malaria. These diseases hit 4,000 Canadians in a year but
treating the millions affected worldwide helps curtail contagion.
Around 1980, childhood diseases caused 14 million deaths
per year. Again Canadians cooperated to bring those numbers
down to 6 million. And because their children survive, families
now have on average only 2.5 children. The average in Africa is
double because of less improvement in child survival.
Canada also leads in nutrition, which impacts much more
than health. For example, a well-nourished girl does better and
stays longer in school. Vitamin A and zinc protect her against
measles and diarrhea. She will earn more, marry later and have
fewer children. Iron will prevent the anemia that causes so many
maternal deaths at childbirth. And her children’s bodies will have
developed well. Nutrition helps break the cycle of poverty.
In continuing our efforts, we work towards at least five
Sustainable Development Goals: no poverty, zero hunger, good
health, quality education, and gender equality.
May Canada shine in Rio, on the eve of the Olympics, at the
Nutrition for Growth Summit. What if Canada proposed a
Global Fund for nutrition there?
Pamela Walden-Landry, Montreal

Bullfrog Alert

Dear Editor:
‘Bvrzzzgh, Bvzzzzgh’... This sound is once again echoing
across the local wetlands and ponds of the Comox Valley. It is
the mating call of mature male bullfrogs and the invasive
population growth here is causing some concern.
Bullfrogs were introduced to British Columbia over 50 years
ago for meat farming, as some people consider their legs a
delicacy. When the enterprise didn’t pan out, bullfrogs moved
into the wild and spread up the island as far as Campbell River,
many transported in tadpole buckets and jars by young
naturalists unaware of the impact.
The concern comes from the fact that bullfrogs have
enormous appetites, consuming large numbers of other frogs,
salamanders, snakes, and even small birds and mammals.
Most disturbing to me is their appetite for dragonfly nymphs.
Bullfrogs may also carry diseases that can have a devastating
effect on native amphibians species.
What to do? First of all, it is important to identify a bullfrog
by sight and sound. An untrained eye could mistake a native
western toad or red-legged frog for a bullfrog, and both the
western toad and the red-legged are listed under the Species at
Risk Act of Canada.
Learn the difference before taking any action or moving
frogs or tadpoles around from pond to pond.
Sally Gellard, Merville
www.islandtides.com
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Editorial: Times 10

n this edition, several contributors write about fires and
wildfires. It’s on our minds. This is the way things come
together in Island Tides. Many topics and articles just show
up (often at the last minute) and we jigsaw as many of them as
possible into the space we hope that we can afford to buy and
mail out. (Sorry if your article is on the back burner at the
moment.)
In the process, all sorts of connections start to appear; all
sorts of ways to present the news to islanders. It is, as Jim
Campbell used to say of the process of putting on the Saturna
Lamb BBQ, a piece of inspired ‘ad hockery’.
We are never short of content but we are short of the funds
to keep it all going, despite the number of islanders who donate
their writing time. Our big costs are printing and Canada Post,
things over which we have no control.
A steady stream of people are now paying for their copy of
Island Tides, which shows up in their mailbox 25 times a year.
I thank them heartily. People tell us which writers and topics
they enjoy especially. One such person kindly suggested that

we could print his letter as a reminder, see below.
This edition we have some new advertisers (it’s interesting
how often people tell me that they read every advertisement as
well as the news). Patrick Brown is back with a revealing indepth report on the NEB’s approval of the TMX pipeline.
Patrick has been on the Sunshine Coast recuperating from
the replacement of his pace-maker with a skookum new one.
He is feeling electrified and up to the task of doing all the
research and the boiling down of hundreds of pages of
documents so we can know what’s really going on. And I’m up
to the task of being his editor, so I can clarify all that writing so
the rest of us can easily absorb it—as long as we can afford the
newsprint to put it on and the postage to get it to you.
Let me say it again. If we want Island Tides, we’re all in this
together. We need about 10 times the number of people to mail
or phone in their voluntary subscriptions each year as have
done so up to now. It’s such a doable goal.
Won’t you write that cheque or make that phone call?
—Christa Grace-Warrick

Gulf Islands Radio Getting A Kickstart

reduce their use and remove any unnecessary ropes, nets and
baskets from our fragile marine environment. Our oceans are
at the tipping point. We need them for survival, so please help.
Edi Johnston, Denman Island

Readers’ Letters

Dear Editor:
The board of the Gulf Islands Community Radio Society thanks
Gulf Islanders for attending our launch party for our online
station and for our Kickstarter crowdfunding campaign. It was a
wonderful evening, and we owe a special thanks to all the
musicians, including Marley Daemon and her band, who
travelled from Mayne Island to perform on Salt Spring.
With our Kickstarter campaign, we have until June 14 to
raise $12,000, which is the amount we need to pay for the
engineering study, which is required as part of our application
to the CRTC for an FM band. The engineering study will tell us
just where we need to place antennae so that we can effectively
broadcast across the Southern Gulf Islands with our FM signal.
Our intention is for this station to truly be a community
effort, with shows and other content coming from across the
Gulf Islands. That’s why we’re a non-profit society, and we’re
applying for a Community Licence from the CRTC. It also
means that we need the community’s help to make it happen.
Please visit Kickstarter.com and search for ‘Gulf Islands’. You
can also find a link from our online station, where you can
already listen to live music from the islands and beyond at
www.islandsradio.ca. If you have any questions, please contact
me at galen@gicrs.ca.
Galen Armstrong, Salt Spring Island

Plastics in the Marine Environment

Dear Editor:
Study after study is warning us about the devastating
consequences that plastics are having in our oceans. When
plastics from all sources degrade, they create microplastics
which are being ingested by all manner of ocean dwellers—and
us when we eat seafood.
Plastics absorb a wide-range of organic contaminants due to
their hydrophobic nature, many of which are carcinogens. Filter
feeders such as shellfish (cultured in a highly plastic
environment) take up the microplastics which are then found
in their flesh. Ingested microplastics bio-accumulate and are
tragically passed on to Orca calves through their mother’s milk.
Impacts from the ingestion of microplastics include reduced
reproductive function, inflammation and DNA damage. As well,
there is the potential of microplastics to alter the cycling of key
nutrients, such as ammonium, within intertidal sediments
which could lead to eutrophication events and trigger red tides.
So please, when you walk the beaches collect any and all
plastics (no matter how small) and encourage those who rely
on our oceans for their livelihood to find alternatives to plastics,

BREAK FREE, from page 1

an opencast coal mine in the Lusatia coal fields. A hundred
demonstrators entered the mine, while others stopped the
trains and conveyor belts from transporting coal to the power
plants. Three hundred people remained at the mine overnight
to continue the blockade. Another 2,000 protestors cut off the
coal-fired powerplant Schwarze Pumpe from coal supply the
following day. Of these around 120 were arrested but were
released within 24 hours.
The largest demonstration of the Break Free campaign took
place in the Philippines, where a march of 10,000 people
protested a proposed 600MW coal-fired power plant in
Batangas City. The activists also called for the cancellation of
another 27 proposed plants in the country.
In Newcastle, Australia, 2,000 activists shut down the largest
coal port in the world, preventing an estimated two megatonnes
of coal from being shipped during the protest. Seven hundred
people blocked a critical rail crossing while kayakers blocked
Newcastle Harbour.
In the town with the most polluted air in the world, South
Africa’s Emalahleni—which translates to ‘place of coal’—200
community members gathered to call an end to their country’s
reliance on coal. Also in South Africa, a march of hundreds was
held in Randberg. Fifteen activists left the march to deliver a
coal-filled coffin to the doorstep of one of South Africa’s most
powerful families, the Guptas. The family’s ties with both coal
companies and the South African president Jacob Zuma have
made them controversial.

One Grizzly Bear Saved

In 2014 we spent two days at Knight’s Inlet Lodge and had the
amazing experience to observe grizzlies in the wild. Feeling the
utter frustration and disgust at the mentality of persons who
find some sort of satisfaction and pleasure out of killing these
creatures, I felt I had to do something. But what?
On the final night of our adventure I spoke with one of the
guides. He told me that you could in fact enter a lottery to win a
hunting tag and then not use the tag if you were a ‘winner’. When
I got home I downloaded the application form and started filling
it out. It didn’t take long for me to realize that a 64-year-old
woman who had never previously held a hunting licence or
owned a gun would probably never make it into the lottery barrel.
But I knew someone who fit the criteria and had survived an
encounter with a mother grizzly and cub years previously. I
called them up. ‘How would you like to pay back that grizzly that
didn’t kill you years ago when she could have?’
I would pay for the tag and licence, they would enter the
lottery. No luck in 2015. In 2016 I received a call,‘We won the
lottery’. I thought they had won 649, as it had been so long that
I had forgotten our arrangement. Needless to say one grizzly
will live to see another day. One day the insanity will stop. One
bear at a time.
Janet Sawatsky, French Creek

Thank You Island Tides!

Dear Editor:
I have intended to send you a cheque for a long time. Here it is.
I and everyone I have talked to think that Island Tides is the
best newspaper we know of in Canada. I especially appreciate
and admire the articles by Patrick Brown—well researched,
thoughtful and informative instead of the shallow reporting in
mainstream media.
I rely on Island Tides to try to understand the issues and
actions being taken by government, NGOs, corporations and
citizens on the pressing problems of environment, resource
use/misuse, trade deals, social injustice as well as more insular
concerns.
Thanks to everyone who contributes to Island Tides. Keep
up the good work.
David Wiseman, Hornby Island
Ed’s Note: Thank you for the kind words, David. 0
In Brazil, protests turned into a celebration. A demonstration
of 300 people marched through the streets of Uruamama, in
the state of Paraná, to the city hall. City councillors were in the
middle of voting on a bill to ban fracking in the city. In the midst
of the protest, the bill passed unanimously and Uruamama was
declared fracking-free.
Demonstrations also took place all across the United States
and in Wales, Indonesia, Turkey, New Zealand, Nigeria, and
Ecuador. Tens of thousands took part worldwide and of those
around 200 were arrested. Organizers have said that for many
participating in the demonstrations, Break Free was their first
experience taking part in civil disobedience.
‘This is the hottest year we’ve ever measured, and so it is
remarkably comforting to see people rising up at every point of
the compass to insist on change,’ said 350.org co-founder Bill
McKibben.
Melina Laboucan-Massimo, a climate campaigner with
Greenpeace who helped organize the Vancouver rally said that
with climate change already happening in a visible way, people
are becoming more aware of the need to shift away from fossil
fuels.
‘We’re already seeing impacts from climate change and we
know that it’s only going to get worse,’ she said. ‘In the face of
these disasters, people around the world are understanding more
than ever that they need to speed up the transition to renewable
and break the strangle-hold of the fossil fuel industry.’
‘We need to bring our own solutions and turn the tide and
break free from fossil fuels,’ she added. ‘And go towards
renewable energy.’ 0

greements have been announced between
the Province of BC and two Treaty 8 First
Nations concerning LNG and pipeline
development in northern BC. Both agreements are
made under the Liquefied Natural Gas Project
Agreement Act, which was given Royal Assent in
July of 2015 and allows the government to enter into
LNG project agreements. They are separate from
agreements between First Nations and industry.

West Moberly First Nation Sign
LNG Agreement

The West Moberly First Nation, located 20
kilometres northwest of Chetwynd, has signed a
Natural Gas Pipeline Benefits Agreement with the
provincial government in relation to TransCanada’s
proposed natural gas Coastal Gaslink pipeline. The
First Nation will recieve $201,000 initially from the
Province, and a further $1 million if the pipeline goes
to construction phase. They will also receive another
$1 million once the project is in service. The First
Nation will also be given a yet-undetermined share
of $10 million a year once the pipeline is in service.
The provincial government will also invest in job
training for the First Nation through the Residential
Building Maintenance Worker Apprenticeship
Program and the Moberly Lake academic program.
The West Moberly First Nation also recently
signed an agreement with TransCanada related to
the pipeline and will receive additional financial and
other benefits from TransCanada when construction
starts and if the pipeline goes into service.

‘Securing the future of our community through
good jobs and skills training is a key responsibility
between one generation and the next,’ said Chief
Roland Willson of the West Moberly First Nation.
The Coastal Gaslink pipeline is proposed to run
670 kilometres between the Montney gas-producing
region near Dawson Creek to the LNG Canada’s
proposed export facility near Kitimat. The Province
has now made agreements with 17 of the 20 First
Nations along the route.

McLeod Indian Band Signs Two
LNG Agreements

The McLeod Indian Band, located 140 kilometres
north of Prince George with a population of 520
members, has also signed LNG agreements with the
Province.
The first agreement relates to TransCanada’s
Coastal Gaslink pipeline and is similar to the
agreement made by the West Moberly First Nation.
The band will receive an initial $338,000 from the
Province, and an additional $1.69 million if the
pipeline goes into construction. It will also receive
another $1.69 million once the pipeline is in service,
and a share of the $10 million a year fund noted
above.
The second LNG agreement is in regards to the
Prince Rupert Gas Transmission Project, a proposed
900-kilometre natural gas pipeline which will
stretch between the Hudson’s Hope area in
northeast BC to the Pacific NorthWest LNG facility
near Prince Rupert. The band will recieve an initial

payment of $295,000, as well as $1.475 million
when it goes to construction and another $1.475
million when the pipeline is put into service. It will
also have a share of $10 million per year once the
pipeline is put in service.
Of the 19 First Nations along the route of the
Prince Rupert Gas Transmission project, 16 First
Nations have signed agreements with the Province.
These two agreements add up to the Provincial
government giving the McLeod First Nations $6.936
million once both pipelines are built and in service,
excluding their shares of the $10 million per year
fund. The Province will give the West Moberly First
Nations $2.201 million for their agreement
regarding the Coastal Gaslink, once that pipeline is
in service, also excluding their share in the $10
million fund.

Seven Months of Record-breaking Heat

PM Apologizes for Komagata Maru Incident

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau issued a formal apology for
the Komagata Maru incident during a House of Common’s
session on May 18. In May of 1914, the Komagata Maru
steamship arrived in Vancouver from Hong Kong, carrying
376 passengers from India who were hoping to begin a new
life in Canada.
After much negotiation and two months in port, confined
on ship and in desperate need of food and water, the
passengers were turned away from Canada and were forced
to return to India. Having acquired a reputation as dangerous
revolutionaries, upon arriving back in India 20 of the
passengers were killed in an encounter with British Indian
police.
‘No words can fully erase the pain and suffering experienced
by the passengers,’ said Trudeau. ‘I offer a sincere apology on
behalf of the government.’

Youth Win in Climate Cases

Nova Scotia Environmental Rights Bill

The Province of Nova Scotia has introduced Bill 178, an
environmental bill of rights that would entrench rights to clean
water, safe food, and a stable climate. Members of the Blue Dot
movement, an organization with the goal of enshrining the right
to a healthy environment in the constitution, are hoping that
their support and rallying will lead to the bill passing.
A similar bill was introduced in Manitoba in March but did
not pass before the province’s April election. So far, 125
municipalities have recognized the right to a healthy environment.

A new report by Clean Energy BC has found that 14% of BC
Hydro’s domestic supply of power comes from clean power
projects such as run-of-the-river, thermal, solar, and wind
operations, which amounts to $8.6 billion in investment in
renewable energy. The investments come from 101 clean energy
independent power projects with which BC Hydro works, many
of which are owned by local companies and First Nations.
According to Clean Energy BC, investment in green energy
projects is expected to continue to grow in the province. 0
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Act Tabled to Lower BC’s Voting Age to 16

Following the court wins in the US federal court in Oregon and
the State court of Washington (See Island Tides, April 21 and
May 19), youth have won another landmark court case for
environmental rights. The Supreme Judicial Court of
Massachusetts ruled that the state must cut its greenhouse gas
emissions in order to comply with the Global Warming
Solutions Act, a law which requires cuts of 80% from 1990 levels
by 2050. The court did not give details into how the State of
Massachusetts must act, only that it must.
This case was supported by Our Children’s Trust, an
organization with the goal of enshrining environmental rights
in law. They have been involved in youth court cases in
Pennsylvania, Colorado, Washington and Oregon, as well as in
several other countries.

Book Launch:
Diane MacDonald’s
“Edges + Echoes”
June 4th, 1 pm

Recent research by the Fraser Institute has shown
that within the West Moberly First Nation’s 260
members, there is an unemployment rate higher
than 22%. The unemployment rate within First
Nations communities in BC overall, according to the
Fraser Institute, is approximately 32.9%.
According to a 2015 report on child poverty by
First Call, a BC child and youth advocacy, the poverty
rate in BC for status Aboriginal children in 2006 was
48%, whereas the rate for non-indigenous children
was 17%. 0

Legislation that would lower BC’s voting age was tabled by Green
Party MLA for Oak Bay-Gordon Head, Andrew Weaver. The
Election Amendment Act, 2016, would allow 16-year-olds to vote
in provincial and municipal elections. The voting age in BC was
lowered from 21 to 19 in 1952 and from 19 to 18 in 1992. Countries
such as Austria, Brazil and Argentina currently allow 16-year-olds
to vote, and MLA Weaver is hoping BC will follow suit.
‘We allow our 16-year-olds to drive, pay taxes, drop out of
school, get married, sign up for the military and work
unrestricted hours,’ said Weaver. ‘Why are we not allowing
them to vote?’
temperature change throughout the years. The temperature line
starts in the middle of the circle, at 1850, and spirals outwards
towards the present. Watch the animated gif at www.climatelab-book.ac.uk/2016/spiralling-global-temperatures/.

TALISMAN

BOOKS &GALLERY

Poverty in First Nations
Communities

News Digest
April was the latest month to smash previous global hightemperature records, with the data not yet in for May. April
was the third month to break the record by the largest margin
ever recorded, and the seventh that was above the 1951-1980
average for the month by at least 1ºC. According to data
compiled by NASA, the global temperature of land and sea
was 1.11ºC warmer than the average this April, and broke the
previous record, set in 2010, by 0.24ºC globally. The recent
Paris Agreement, signed by over 170 world leaders, sets a
target of keeping global temperatures less than 1.5ºC above
pre-industrial levels.
Scientists are now almost certain that 2016 will be the hottest
year on record—by quite a lot. Temperatures are expected to
remain high. According to AccuWeather, the summer is
expected to bring drought to BC, Alberta and Saskatchewan,
while extreme storms are predicted for eastern Canada.
A graphic (below) by climate scientist Ed Hawkins of the
National Centre for Atmospheric Science shows the global
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NEXT DEADLINE: June 8

MEETING

School District #64 (Gulf
Islands). Regular meetings of the
Board of School Trustees will be
held on Wednesday, June 8, 2016
at the School Board Office.
Meeting commencing at 1pm.
Public Welcome! Agenda:
http://sd64.bc.ca/district/school–boar
d-meetings.

www.islandtides.com
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Busy Month For Silver Maynes
Allan Evans

-

Mother’s Day weekend on Mayne Island was a busy time,
particularly for the Silver Maynes. On the Saturday before
Mother’s Day, the organization held its annual plant sale on the
grounds of the Agricultural Hall at Miners Bay. The plants were
donated for the most part from Mayne Island gardens and are
used to island growing conditions. They sold well.
In the Agricultural Hall itself the Silver Maynes held the
annual bake sale and tea, where tea is served in bone china cups
with a plate of goodies. This is Mayne’s version of high tea, but
much less expensive than high tea elsewhere. It was a welcome
break, especially for me. I came to the tea from the new Mayne
Island firehall, where I had been flipping hamburgers for the
Lions Club at a firehall open house. I sank into a chair at the tea
where the volunteers waited on me hand and foot. Very nice!
On Mother’s Day itself, a contingent of Silver Maynes
members set forth to Sidney to take in the Peninsula Players’
production of Fawlty Towers. It was a hilarious conclusion to a
busy weekend.
Then came May 18, the day of the annual general meeting
in the Agricultural Hall. Lunch came first. The spread was
magnificent. We were prepared for more members than
showed up. But the meeting progressed smoothly and the new
executive was voted in. It looks much like the old one, though
there is a new member: Tricia Hope. 0
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Innovative Products and Solutions Since 1970
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Archaeological services
for the Gulf Islands
and Coastal Regions.
sourcesarch.com
604-809-1515

E-BIKES

Sales & Ser vice

batteries
bikes and kits

Now the exclusive Canadian
distributor for Juiced Bikes

Salt Spring Island • 250-538-0911

david@hilleater.ca
www.juicedriders.ca

• docks • ramps /
gangways • anchoring
systems • floating
break waters •
boathouses • full
marine electrical
services
FREE QUOTE

250.580.9117

www.nicholmarine.com

Roasting Fancy Coffee

for mail orders since 1982

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com

BUY | RAISE | MOVE | LEVEL

BUY RECYCLED HOMES
RAISE Increase Square Footage
MOVE Subdivide Your Lot!
LEVEL Repair Foundation Issues

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-320-2268

Award Winning Designs at
Prices You CAN Afford!

Twelve women who could be
on a Canadian bank note

The Bank of Canada has released its long list of 12 women who
could be featured on a new Canadian bill.
During the initial selection process the Canadian public
made nearly 26,000 submissions, nominating 420 women. An
independent Advisory Council narrowed the list down to 12.
The long list is below:
Pitseolak Ashoona (1904-1983) was an Inuit graphic
artist whose art showed ‘the things we did long ago before there
were many white men’. Throughout her life she created
thousands of drawings that reflected her love and knowledge of
Inuit life. She was elected a member of the Royal Canadian
Academy of Arts in 1974.
Emily Carr (1871-1945) was a Canadian painter in the
first half of the 20th century, and one of only a few well-known
women painters in Canada during that time. Based in Victoria,
she was famous for paintings featuring totem poles set in forests
or on the sites of abandoned aboriginal villages on the northwest
coast. She was also an author.
Thérèse Casgrain (1896-1981) was the first woman to
head a political party in Canada—she was leader of the Quebec
wing of what is today the New Democratic Party. She was also
a social reformer who led the campaign for suffrage in Quebec
and was dedicated to women’s rights and peace. She was
appointed to the Senate in 1970.
Viola Desmond (1914-1965) was an activist and a
mentor to young black women in Canada. She is famous for her
refusal to accept racial discrimination when she sat in a whitesonly section of a New Glasgow movie theatre. She was arrested
and fined, but her actions went on to inspire generations.
Lotta Hitschmanova (1909-1990) was a humanitarian
who founded the Unitarian Service Committee of Canada to help
those suffering in the aftermaths of war. She came to Canada as
a Czech refugee during the Second World War. Her compassion
inspired thousands of Canadians to donate to USC Canada, which
became the first international development agency in the country.
E Pauline Johnson (Tekahionwake) (1861-1913) was
a poet who was the daughter of a Mohawk chief and an
Englishwoman. She is best known for poetry celebrating her
aboriginal heritage and spent the time between 1892 and 1910
travelling across Canada on speaking tours. Her patriotic poems
and short stories made her a popular ambassador for Canada.
Elizabeth MacGill (1905-1980) was the first woman in
Canada to receive a bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering
and a master’s degree in aeronautical engineering. She was also
the first women aircraft designer in the world and was known
as the ‘Queen of the Hurricanes’ for her work on the Hawker
Hurricane fighter planes used in the Second World War. She
was also an active feminist.
Nellie McClung (1873-1951) was one of five appellants in
the ‘Persons’ case, the constitutional ruling that established the
right of women to be appointed to the Senate. She was a politician
and activist dedicated to women’s rights and social reform and
was a Liberal member for Edmonton in the Alberta legislature
and the first female member of the CBC Board of Governors.
Lucy Maud Montgomery (1874-1942) was author of
the bestselling book series Anne of Green Gables, which became
a classic in Canada and the United States. Over her life she
published 22 novels and books of short stories. She was also a
businesswoman who managed a stable income from her work,
a remarkable feat for a woman writer in that time period.
Fanny (Bobbie) Rosenfeld (1904-1969) was a track
and field athelete and Olympian. She held Canadian records in
the running and standing broad jump and in the discus, and
jointly held the 11-second, 100-yard world record. She was voted
Canada’s female athlete of the first half of the 20th century in
1950 and inducted into Canada’s Sports Hall of Fame in 1955.
Gabrielle Roy (1909-1983) was a French-Canadian
author and journalist and translated her experiences of growing
up in poverty into novels that were vivid depictions of human
misery. She published Bonheur d’Occasion in 1945 and is
considered one of the great contemporary writers on the human
condition. She also received the Governor General’s Award, the
Prix Duvernay and the Prix David.
Idola Saint-Jean (1880-1945) was an actress, author and
teacher, as well as a feminist and pioneer in the fight for suffrage
in Quebec. She led the efforts to obtain the right for Quebec
women to vote in provincial elections, which was won nearly 20
years after it was granted for federal elections. She was also the
first woman to run as a candidate in a federal election.
A public poll will be comissioned by the bank to help narrow
the list down to three to five finalists. The final decision will be
made by Finance Minister Bill Morneau. The new banknote will
be released in 2018. 0

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

• Competitive Pricing
STARTING AT

$74

SQ. FT.

• Built Green Certified
• Flexible Build Options
• 40 Years in Business
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www.islandtides.com

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Carl Owen Lewis Hasle-Odden
1930-2016

Carl Owen Lewis Hasle-Odden
passed on May 4, 2016. Lewis
was born in the family home
near the town of Estevan,
Saskatchewan, on January 11,
1930. His parents, Randi and
Leif Odden, emigrated from
Norway in 1927.
The family settled on
Pender Island in December
1941 and managed a small
island farm.
From the age of 16, Lewis
apprenticed as a machinist in Photo by friend Michael Sketch
Victoria with Earl Hastings at
United Engineering. Throughout the ’50s and ’60s he
commuted from Pender to Victoria working as a machinist
and sometimes further afield in logging camps, before setting
up his own multi-functional workshop on Pender that
included machine engineering, an electrical shop, a garage,
welding and plumbing shop.
His exceptional talents as a machinist and all round
mechanical ‘trouble-shooter’ and inventor were widely
admired and his workshop was the home to many projects
such as adapting and building his own machinery and
vehicles, repair work (often fabricating specialist parts from
antiquated machinery) and numerous other projects that
friends and clients requested.
Lewis worked for Karl Hamson’s engineering company
through the 1980s and ’90s building and designing packingmachines. Lewis was responsible for overseeing the complex
installation and display of ‘The Queen of the Yukon’, a Ryan
Broughm airplane, for the Yukon Pavilion at Expo ’86.
Over his 75 years of residing on Pender, Lewis gave
generously of his time and knowledge to the community,
including being Pender’s first fire chief. He was a highly
intelligent, ingenious, kind, gentle, patient and generous
man with a cheerful demeanor and playful sense of humour.
He was much loved and will be sorely missed by family and
friends alike.
There will be a Remembrance event at the Pender Island
Community Hall on July 9 from 3:00pm and on. Please
bring your photos and stories of Lewis.

Comox Valley sewage
referendum

A referendum is being held in the Comox Valley Regional
District on June 18 to decide whether or not to go forward with
Phase 1 of a sewer project that would see the construction of a
new centralized wastewater collection system and water
resource recovery facility. The sewer project would include a
gravity-fed collection system and a new wastewater treatment
plant in the area.
Phase 1 of the project would hook-up 950 homes in the
residential areas of Royston and Union Bay, and in the
Kilmarnock neighbourhood. The project is estimated to cost
$56.2 million in 2019 dollars. The CVRD is hoping to acquire
$35 million in grant funding. Other funding would come from
a parcel tax over the course of 30 years, estimated at $1,804 per
year, per parcel.
The June 18 referendum will ask residents to vote on four
bylaws that would allow money to be raised for the construction
and commission of two pump stations and a wastewater
treatment plant, and would authorize a parcel tax within the
service area.
The proposed project is to replace on-site sewage systems
that have been found to be failing in the Baynes Sound area. The
high concentration of small lots with poor soil is, according to
the Comox Valley Regional District, causing risk to human
health and the environment.
If the referendum passes and the grant funding is secured,
construction will begin in the fall of 2018 and is expected to take
18 months to complete. Property owners would begin to be
billed for the costs in 2017.
The referendum takes place on June 18 from 8am until 8pm
at the Royston Elementary School and the Union Bay
Community Church Hall. Advance polls will be held on June 8
at the CVRD boardroom at 550B Comox Road in Courtenay.0

AROUND THE ISLANDS
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Steffani McBurney, Mayne’s 2016 May Queen, is
crowned by the 2015 queen, Christa Morin.
Energy Efficient North Island Hospitals

Two new hospitals currently under construction in Campbell
River and the Comox Valley are being built to conserve energy
and reduce carbon emissions.
The two hospitals will be the most energy efficient in the
province and among the most energy efficient worldwide. They
will each use roughly half the energy normal hospitals use per
square foot. Greenhouse gas emissions are also expected to be
73% lower. According to Island Health Board Chair Don
Hubbard, the greenhouse gas reductions will be equivalent to
taking 378 cars off the roads permanently.
The most significant design feature for both hospitals that
reduces emissions is the heating plants. The majority of the
thermal energy that is needed to keep the buildings warm and
produce hot water will come from each building’s own exhaust
air. Heat pumps will extract energy from the building exhaust
so the systems can run at full capacity no matter how cold it gets
outside. Gas-fired condensing boilers will also provide top-up
energy when the heat pumps can’t deliver enough heat.
Other features that contribute to the energy efficient
performance include higher levels of roof and wall insulation,
higher performance windows, more efficient lighting using LED
technology and lighting controls that include daylight sensors,
and low-flow plumbing fixtures to minimize water use inside the
building.

Helping Syrian Refugees - Pam Withers

The Mayne Island Syrian Refugee Support Group is planning a
July 13 picnic at Dinner Bay for Victoria’s recently landed Syrian
refugees. The group is also fundraising for English as a Second
Language classes and planning an August on-island working
retreat for Victoria Immigrant and Refugee Centre Society staff.
‘You’re not coming from a charity perspective, but from a
community-building perspective, and I can’t thank you enough
for that,’ says Alvaro Moreno, one of two guest speakers at the
Ag Hall on May 8. Moreno and Ali Hamado visited Mayne for
a Q&A-style event, attended by twenty-one islanders. Moreno

Now accepting applications for Sept. 2016
1 year diploma course

VANILLA LEAF BAKERY CAFE

The Pender Island Bakery Cafe has turned over a new leaf!
New name, new owners, new
menu items, expanded hours,
with the same amazing staff!
Come meet Dan and Erin at the
Vanilla Leaf Bakery Cafe and
mtry our new menu options tincluding vegetarian and vegan
vitems - plus all of your old menu
cfavourites. Still conveniently
located in the Driftwood Centre.

and Hamado updated listeners on the refugees’ status, thanked
the island for its support and answered questions.
Most of the 168 refugees arrived in February, including
about 100 children (25 of them age 6 or under). Each family is
struggling to live on the government-allotted $1,349 per month
for housing and food.
Only three speak English and only two are professionals.
They are typically working class (mechanics, drivers). Most are
from the western portion of Syria and have spent three years in
refugee camps in Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon, which lacked
health care, education and sufficient food.
Most are living at a hotel in Langford in crowded conditions,
their children unable to attend school. Although supplied with
free bus-passes, many are too shy or frightened of getting lost
to venture onto public transportation or into shops. When the
government offered ESL classes for ‘free’, refugees were unable
to take advantage of them because of a $40 fee for materials.
On the upside, they have access to physical and mental
health care, an employment program and some Arabicspeaking childcare. Victoria businesses have been offering them
jobs. Several families are now housed. And VIRCS has helped
organize sewing, knitting, soccer and youth groups. A womenonly aerobics dance class has proven highly popular (‘I was
shocked,’ Hamado, originally from Syria, reports with a grin).
The refugees are very enthusiastic about the upcoming
Mayne Island picnic, he adds, and appreciative of the Mayne
group’s goal to raise $20,000 for a year’s ESL class for 20
refugees (roughly one third of the adults).
‘They’re eager to work but if they don’t learn English, their
employability is limited. They need to get past the language
barrier,’ Hamado says.
VIRCS was founded in 1989 by three former refugees. Its 20
staff and 200 volunteers serve 3,000 people per year, but the
Syrian refugee influx has overwhelmed them.
To donate, send a cheque made out to St Mary Magdalene
Church with ‘refugees’ written on the bottom left. All money will
go directly to pay for ESL classes for the Syrian refugees.

Islands Trust Council June On Pender

The Islands Trust Council will hold its next quarterly business
meeting June 14–16 on North Pender Island. Members of the
public are invited to participate.
The sessions will include a meeting between federal
government and industry representatives concerning marine
shipping traffic, a trustee roundtable to exchange ideas, and a
meeting with San Juan County Council members to discuss
common issues and interests that affect the islands in the Salish
Sea. There will also be a townhall meeting where members of the
public are welcome to voice their comments and concerns.

Local Teachers Receive Prime Minister’s Award

Two local teachers have received the Prime Minister’s Award
for Excellence in Early Childhood Education. Maureen Wagner
of Comox received the award for her work in the Brooklyn
Elementary School StrongStart centre for 0- to 5-year-olds. Kim
Hunter of Salt Spring Island also received the award. She works
at A Child’s Garden, a family child care centre for children of
ages 3 to 6 on Salt Spring.

Gulf Islands’ Bats

Gulf Islands residents are asked to keep watch for bats this
summer, as bats are at risk of population decline from the
devastating fungal disease, white nose syndrome. If you have
bats on your property and can get a count as they leave at dusk
for the evening hunt, please contact your local nature
conservancy. Conservancy biologists may be available for site
visits to identify bat species, collect guano for DNA testing, and
to advise on bat stewardship and bat-house location. Please
report any dead bats year-round, which will be picked up for
testing. 0

- Laura Matthias and Peter Ommundsen
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What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Single-venue (50 words): $39.90 includes image •
Multi-venue (70 words): $52.50 includes image
Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard, please •

islandtides@islandtides.com or 250.216.2267

Now until Sunday, June 5

Bike To Work Week—If you
cycled or used other forms of
active transportation during Bike To Work Week (May 30 - June 5)
you can register at biketowork.ca and support more people &
bicycle friendly communities • Info: janslakov@shaw.ca,
250.537.5251 or christagrace44@gmail.com • SALT SPRING &
OTHER GULF ISLANDS

Friday, June 3 to Thursday, June 30

Red Tree Gallery Art Show—‘Sea and Seeds’, photography by
Eve Pollard and pottery by guest artist, Kasumi
Lamptioc; opening reception on Saturday, June 4 •
Hope Bay Centre • Tues–Sun, 11am–4pm • Info:
250.629.6800, redtreegallery.ca • PENDER

Saturday, June 4

Companioning Conscious Dying—Dale Presly of the Salish Sea
Hospice Project—companioning is a meaning-making endeavour,
supporting dying awareness in the knowledge that dying is not a
medical event • Gabriola Island Arts & Heritage Centre • 11am to
4pm • $65 • Register at: www.salishseahospice.org • GABRIOLA

Sunday, June 5

Pender Island Pancake Breakfast—Port Browning Marina Pub
and Pender Islands Lions Club present a community fundraising
pancake breakfast; Funds support student
bursaries, Dragonfly, food bank, MAP, GICEL, etc •
Port Browning Pub • 8:30am to 10:30am • Adults
$10, 12 & Under $5 • PENDER

Friday, June 10 to Wednesday, June 22

Salt Spring Island Photography Club Annual Show, Eclectic
Visions—Images from 30 of our 115
photographers; wide variety, stunning collection •
Gallery8, 3104-115 Fulford-Ganges Rd, Grace
Point Square • Opening reception: June 10, 58pm • Hours: Mon-Sat: 10am-5pm, Sun:
11am-4pm • Info: www.ssphotog.ca • SALT
SPRING

Friday, June 10 to September 18

ArtCraft—Fine arts and crafts at BC’s longest
running show: ceramics, fibre arts, basketry,
painting, jewelry, wood accessories, decorative
and functional; The Best of the Gulf Islands in
downtown Ganges • Mahon Hall, 114 Rainbow
Road • Open 7 days a week, 10am-5pm • Info:
250.537.0899, www.ssartscouncil.com • SALT
SPRING

Saturday and Sunday, June 11 and 12

Bach on the Rock—Music by composers Tomaso Albinoni, Bach
and Mozart; guest conductor Michael Jarvis, the Chamber
Orchestra and Choir, visiting violinist Paul Luchkow • All Saints
Church • Sat, June 11: 7:30pm, Sun, June 12: 2:30pm • Tickets at
Mondo Trading Company, 118 Lower Ganges Rd • SALT SPRING

Wednesday, June 15 and Friday, June 17

MLA Public Meeting—Join your Saanich
North and the Islands MLA Gary Holman for a
public meeting to discuss local and provincial
issues; all welcome; light refreshments
provided • MAyNE ISLAND: Wed, June 15, 34:30pm; Ag Hall • PENDER ISLAND: Fri, June 17,
5-6:30pm; Anglican Parish • MAyNE &
PENDER

Canada Day, Friday, July 1

67th Annual Lamb Barbecue—Argentinian style lamb roast; live
entertainment, beer garden, children’s
games, books sale, arts and crafts, hot
dogs, hamburgers, ice cream, drinks;
moorage at Winter Cove; shuttle service
to/from ferry; No pets, but pet minding
service available; ATM on site • Winter
Cove • Free entry: 10:30am-4:30pm; Dinner: 2:00-3:00pm • Dinner
tickets: adults $23.00; children $12.00, group tickets available at
saturnalambbbq@outlook.com • Info:
www.saturnalambbarbeque.com • SATURNA

Saturday, July 16

Available through qualified
dealers on your island!

R

is now
on twitter. Follow us
at @islandtides.

Mayne Island Quilters Guild Quilt Show—Quilts by the sea;
unique displays, door prizes, lunch room,
merchants mall, raffle quilt draw, vignettes;
free parking, shuttle from ferry available •
Japanese Garden and Dinner Bay Park •
Entrance fee: $5 • Info:
www.mayneislandquiltersguild.com •
MAyNE

• Easy to install
• Easy to service
• Easy on your wallet

www.vanislewater.com
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The Water System Experts
Since 1972

eaders, paying for your Island Tides makes
all the difference. Consider sending in a $30
voluntary subscription. Thank You!
Phone 250-216-2267 today.

Wednesday to Sunday, July 27 to 31

Texada Aviation Week—WED, JULy 27 TO SAT, JULy 30:
AeroSpace Camp: aerospace science fun, flight simulator, rockets;
youth 10 to 16 years; 9:30am to 2:30pm daily;
registration: $140; room for only 21 more •
SAT, JULy 30: Fly-in Fling, burgers and dance;
Royal Canadian Legion; doors: 4:30pm • SUN,
JULy 31: Fly-In and Car & Bike Show; Fraser
Blues formation flying demonstration team, contests, RCAF
display, entertainment; breakfast: 9:00am; BBQ: 12:00pm; free
admission • Info: www.texada.org, 604.223.2588 • TEXADA

Next Deadline: June 8

www.islandtides.com
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Saturna Notes
Priscilla Ewbank

eturning home from Kelowna, and flying over lower
Vancouver Island, Salt Spring and the Saanich
Peninsula you could see bare hay fields—cut, dried,
baled and hauled already. Campbell’s are usually squeezing in
haying at Saturna Lamb BBQ time (on July 1). The large pond
at Haggis is also noticeably down.
On May 15, our Saturna Fire Chief Brent Sohier posted a
notice on the General Store door of a complete fire ban. It
included the area from the west coast to Prince George. The notice
bans all open fires, including covered and properly installed trash
burners. Logging operations and mills can run for several hours
in the early morning and then someone is to stay around the
operation for an additional two hours to keep surveillance on the
activity area. A fire ban so early in the year came as a surprise.
I had a big pile—meeting height restrictions—all ready to
burn. It will be there till late fall now. Usually by October the
reminder to get a fire permit if you want to burn is back up on
the General Store door. Let’s hope it’s the same this year.
Normally, July and August are the common months for us
to become very alert and cautious, with wildfires in mind. The
Saturna Island Lamb BBQ will take place by special permission
fire permit. Our volunteer fire department is there during the
event with a fire truck, from the first lighting of the fire at
4:30am till the roasting fire is drowned that night.
At Haggis Farm, a chore in late winter and spring is picking
up wood debris from winter storms, remnants of trees cut for
firewood, wood fencing, gates and other pieces of farm and
garden life that are rotting and have outlived their usefulness.
Cedar fenceposts last 25 years in our climate and then have to

be replaced.
There is an art to safely and effectively burning those
carefully constructed debris piles. Piled vertically, dry enough,
charged hose on hand, no wind, shovels and rakes to the ready...
Fires never burn evenly. They always need plenty of muscle to
keep concentrating the remainder.
If there is an art to burning a pile to ash there is an equal art
to igniting a pile. Lots of times, you start the fire, it burns well
for half-an-hour and then goes out. The Gulf Islands are full of
marvelous rambling tales of how Old Ernie, or whomever, used
any combination of accelerant that came to hand—engine oil,
gas, diesel, kerosene, old tires—to douse the collected piles.
Ignition would be achieved by throwing into the pile also what
came to hand—matches, dynamite, perhaps rolling in stumps
from already lit fires. The latest innovation I have heard about
is using a leaf-blower to really enhance combustion!
When I first came here in the 1970s, slash piles from logging
were burned in the fall, causing lovely sunsets. Beehive burners
lit up coastal towns at night with plumes of sparks. In Gulf
Island Patchwork: A History of the Gulf Islands, a Payne family
girl from Breezy Bay recalls their parents admonishing them to
stop lighting the pitch from the big Douglas firs on fire—the
mess was getting unsightly. Times change.

Saturna Singers Rock

Ten years of spring concerts interspersed with smaller
community concerts throughout the year is the gift the
community receives from our choir led by Sharon
Schermbrucker. The choir members, our piano accompanist
and cellist Nancy Angermeyer put in eight months of
rehearsing, as a choir with numerous sectional practices. Ten
years of singing together, with mostly the original members, has
allowed an evolving quality of sound that pleases the singers as
much as the audience.
The evening is so fun, the hall is full to capacity, the songs pack

Fire bans are in effect on Gulf Islands

With the weather warmer and drier than usual, summer fire restrictions are already in place in BC.
Fire risk is rated ‘high’ on the Gulf Islands. In most jurisdictions, no burning of any size or
kind is premitted, including fireworks, burn-barrels and burning cages. Any work that may cause
a fire, such as using gas-powered chainsaws, lawnmowers and weed-eaters must take place before
1pm, and require a two-hour firewatch afterwards.
Local fire department regulations take precedence over provincial regulations and are often
more stringent. Check with your local fire department before lighting any fire. If you smell smoke,
call your fire department.
Campfires smaller than half-metre high and half-metre wide may be permitted in provincial
park firepits off-island. Check with each park. If permitted, there must be sufficient water at hand
to extinguish the fire and the area around the fire must be cleared of all flammable material. 0

Moon Dates
New: June 4 Full: June 20

8th Annual Cardboard

Kayak Race!

5th Annual Chili Cookoff

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…

at Port Browning Marina

June 23rd, 2-9pm

[RAIN DATE: JUNE 24]

We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.

Open daily 9am to 6pm

250.539.2936

SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND

summer eArth eDucAtIon progrAms (seep) 2016

the gulf Islands centre for ecological learning is now accepting registrations
for its seep activities on salt spring, mayne, pender, saturna and cortes Islands.

our programs integrate the knowledge and understanding of marine,
forest and freshwater ecosystems, food-growing and local First nations
knowledge. We use natural science, multi-sensory experiences, art,
photography, theatre, story telling, music and play as core learning methods.

salt spring Island

• July 11-15
• July 18-22

Andrew mcphee

(amcphee@sd64.bc.ca)

pender Island

• July 18-22

Andrea mills

(pender_gicel@hotmail.com)

saturna Island

• August 8-12

Jessica Willows (jwillows@sd64.bc.ca)

cortes Island

• environmental leaders
Apprenticeship program: August 16-23
13-17 year-olds, $500/week/child
(includes food and transportation)
Andrew mcphee (amcphee@sd64.bc.ca)

unless otherwise noted programs are:
time: 10am to 4pm, monday through Friday
children ages 6 to 12 • Fees: $200/week/child

limited financial assistance is available for all programs.

gulF IslAnDs centre For ecologIcAl leArnIng
consult our website at www.gicel.ca or email: gicel@gicel.ca.

Voluntary subscriptions can make a big difference.
Mail or phone in your $30 annual subscription today!
www.islandtides.com

surprises and the acoustics of the community hall amplify the
quality of the event. There up on the stage is the kid plumber, the
honoured book designer, the blues band, zen buddhist, tree faller,
college professor, good mom, teachers, civil servants, husband
and wife, school trustee, new islander. Several singers have
moved away but come over especially for rehearsals. Singer’s solo,
the group divides into men and women’s songs. This year’s
concert started in the near dark with an African song, the players
suddenly lining the side aisles one-by-one. Each song is
introduced by a singer. Some recount musical histories and their
own experience with the song, some relate the song’s importance
and shifting cultural representations. I had the good fortune to
sit between a beaming 80-year-old and a jiggling 10-year-old,
both musical and having a ball.

First Summer Long Weekend

Saturna was on a roll during the Victoria Day weekend. The
island was full of visitors and everyone had to decide which
event to attend: Saturday Market, Recycling Giant Garage Sale,
Volunteers Firefighter Pig BBQ, Islands Trust Round Table
discussion, or Chainsaw Sharpening Workshop by Dr Daylight,
well known inter-island authority on tree work.
Saturna Lighthouse Pub introduced Alex—new to the
island—and his Bicycle Rental and Repair Shop on the
premises. Bob Bruce opened a kayak rental outpost of Ocean
River Sports & Adventures at the government dock, with food
and fanfare.
Both of these new business ventures are small in scale and
have received community consideration. The opportunities and
change which they represent will augment the health of our
human community and the quality of our environment that we
all support.
Another new Saturna venture opening soon is Arbutus
Campground, see ad, page 8. 0
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Benefits

The NEB listed as benefits for Canada:
• increased access to diverse markets for
Canadian oil;
• thousands of construction jobs and
hundreds of long-term jobs directly related
to the project across Canada;
• the development of capacity of local and
indigenous individuals, communities and
businesses;
• considerable benefit from direct spending
on pipeline materials in Canada; and
• considerable government revenues from
the project.

Conditions

The 157 conditions required by the NEB
essentially attempt to address the deficiencies
in Trans Mountain’s application for approval.
They cover a number of areas:
• emergency preparedness and response;
• protection of the environment;
• consultation with those affected, including
indigenous communities;
• socio-economic matters;
• commercial support prior to construction;
• safety, and integrity of the pipeline; and
• financial responsibility.
Weighing burdens against benefits, the NEB
found benefits to be largely national, while
burdens tended to be local and ‘modest’. The
exception to this assessment was the impact of
shipping resulting from the increased pipeline
capacity, which was ‘significant’. All other
burdens were covered or mitigated by the
conditions attached to the approval.

Conditions for Construction,
Environmental Mitigation

The NEB emphasized its role in assessing
compliance with the conditions, requiring
reports and inspections throughout the lifecycle
of the TMX project. This would presumably also
include continued inspection of the existing 60year-old Trans Mountain pipeline.
Many of the conditions call for detailed
plans which clearly were not disclosed to the
NEB’s satisfaction in the original TMX
application. What follows is a partial and
incomplete list, but which will give some idea
of the type and scope of the conditions.
The conditions listed are each tied to a
phase of construction, operation, and
deactivation. The construction permit and
conditions have a sunset date of September 30,
2021, and construction must start by that date.

Engineering and Safety

Many of the initial conditions refer to preplanning; training and education of the work
force, aboriginal, local, regional; detailed
location plans; and most detailed plans for the
containment of hazards such as boil-overs,
flash fires, vapour cloud explosions, etc, at the
Edmonton, Burnaby, and Sumas terminals. A
credible worst-case release and full-scale
exercise must be demonstrated at the Burnaby

terminal. Special emphasis has been placed on
the tank farms, and the impoundment of spills.
In Burnaby, detailed strategy and
engineering with respect to an anticipated
tunnel through Burnaby Mountain are
required.
Electrical design criteria must be specified
and submitted to the NEB months in advanace
of construction. Geotechnical assessments
must also be made available well in advance of
construction, so that they may be reviewed by
the NEB. At Westridge terminal, a detailed
report on required dredging is required, along
with a continuing marine sediment
management plan.
Separate plans will be required for
emergency management during construction.

Flora and Fauna

Several conditions relate to flora and fauna
along the pipeline route. For example, a
detailed caribou management habitat
assessment must be filed with the NEB at least
six months before construction in any caribou
range area, along with a Caribou Habitat
Restoration Plan and provision for offset
measures. Grizzly bear mitigation must be
planned. A Sowaqua Spotted Owl Mitigation
Plan will be required. A hydrogeological study
must be carried out at Coldwater Indian
Reserve No. 1. The Species at Risk Act must be
updated. The Fisheries Act must be observed.
Rare ecological community and rare plant
population management plans must be
submitted. Wetlands and grasslands must be
surveyed, with plans to reclaim or possibly offset
environmental damage. Watercourses must be
surveyed, riparian habitat management plans
submitted. For stream crossings where
endangered fish, Nooksack Dace and Salish
Suckers, are involved, specific management
plans must be submitted.

Marine

The company must initiate a Marine Public
Outreach Program and make public all its
arrangements with the Pacific Pilotage
Authority, Transport Canada, the Chamber of
Shipping for BC, and the Coast Guard
regarding operation of tankers in the Salish
Sea. It must also institute a Marine Mammal
Protection Program that focuses on the effects
of tankers from the TMX operation.
The company must commit, three months
before the first loaded tanker from Westridge,
to an enhanced tug escort program for
outbound tankers from Westridge to Buoy
Juliet, and an enhanced marine oil spill
response regime capable of delivering 20,000
tonnes of capacity within 36 hours of
notification, using dedicated resources staged
within the Salish Sea study area.
A full scale emergency response exercise for
a 160 cubic metre bitumen release at Westridge
KINDER MORGAN, please turn to next page

Island Tides, June 2, 2016, Page 7

A slide into anti-democratic ways

P

Elizabeth May

olitical party partisanship showed up in an unexpectedly
spectacular fashion on Wednesday, May 18, but began
much earlier.
Soon after the election, talking with a Liberal committee
chair, I explained that the motions passed in the last
parliament—to prevent my smaller party MP rights being
exercised at Report Stage in every committee—had died with
that parliament. It was a shock when the friendly committee
chair then explained that he had been told the motions were all
about to be brought back.

Report Stage

All bills follow the same process to get passed into law. In the
House, they go through First Reading, Second Reading,
following which they are sent to committee for study and
possible amendment, are returned to the House (reported back)
for Report Stage, followed by the final vote in the House at Third
Reading and then on to the Senate.
Up until the year 2002, members of parliament of all parties
had the right to put forward amendments at Report Stage. The
trouble started in 1999 when the Alliance party put forward
more than 700 amendments to the Nisga’a Treaty in an attempt
to derail it at Report Stage. The Liberal government of Jean
Chrétien, over a period of years, changed the parliamentary
rules such that a Member of Parliament who had an
opportunity through their party to put forward amendments to
a bill in committee had no such right to put forward further
substantive amendments at Report Stage.
That created the unintended reality that the only members
of Parliament with an opportunity to put forward substantive
amendments at Report Stage were those who (again through
an irregular process creating two tiers of members of
Parliament) were in parties smaller than 12 or sitting as
independents. MPs in smaller parties were the only ones who
did have rights to put forward amendments, other than
deletions, at Report Stage.
I was the first MP to notice this. I used it effectively on bill
after bill put forward by the Conservative majority, most notably
in fighting Omnibus Budget Bill C-38 in spring of 2012. I moved
over 400 amendments at Report Stage, and with full support
from the Liberal and NDP members, fought the bill with 24
hours of straight through voting.
The Conservative House Leader Peter van Loan complained
to the Speaker about one MP having the ability to ‘hold the
house hostage.’ But Speaker Scheer refused to disallow my
rights as long as I had had no chance to present amendments
in committee.
This hint at a loophole was seized upon by the Conservatives.
Rather than go through the long process to actually change the
rules of the House, as the Chretien Liberals had done, they
found a shortcut. They drafted a motion and had every
committee pass it, offering MPs in smaller parties the
‘opportunity’ to present amendments in committee in clauseby-clause consideration of every bill.
There are strict timelines, giving an MP 48 hours notice of
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must be demonstrated.
An Updated Tanker Acceptance Standard must be
confirmed annually for the first five years.

Proven Economics

At least three months prior to commencing construction, the
company must demonstrate that it has clear 15-year contractual
commitments for no less than 60% of its total 890,000 barrel
per day capacity.

Personnel

The company must report on training of aboriginal, local, and
regional training and project opportunities. It must describe
and plan an accommodation strategy for its workers, including
construction camps, socio-economic impacts, security
management, safety training, and manuals.

Construction

Plans must be submitted for horizontal directional drilling noise
management, and for management of road traffic. An
architectural and cultural heritage assessment must be carried
out at the Lightening Rock site at Sumas. This must be done in
consultation with the Stolo Collective. Environmental protection
plans will be required for all facilities (terminals, pump stations,
temporary facilities, and associated infrastructure). Noise
management plans will be required. Light emissions must be
controlled. Water wells within 150 metres of the right-of-way
must be recorded and monitored, and municipal water sources
must be protected. Visual impacts must be mitigated.
Pressure testing, with a liquid medium, must be
demonstrated; it must be preceded by a hydrostatic testing plan,
including provisions for disposal of the water used. Leak
detection and SCADA systems must be documented at least 45
days prior to backfilling on the new line. The entire emergency
shutdown system must be available for review two months
ahead of ‘dry commissioning’.

Emergency Management

Many of the conditions refer to the management of emergencies
along the line and at the terminals. This was a subject of some
controversy during the latter stages of the NEB process, and the
requirements set out as conditions reflect the NEB’s clear

clause-by-clause and a requirement to submit amendments in
that window. Then MPs are allowed to speak briefly to each
amendment (most committee chairs deciding that one minute
was sufficient) but not allowed to move them or vote on them. It
is hardly an equal opportunity. Nor is it one I wanted.
Report Stage can only occur for one bill at a time, since it takes
place in the House itself, whereas clause-by-clause review of bills
can and does happen simultaneously in committee rooms in
various buildings in the parliamentary precinct. In the last
parliament, I literally ran from one bill’s clause-by-clause to the
Environment Committee to try to defend my amendment to
disallow oil and gas activity inside Sable Island National Park,
only to arrive after the committee had defeated my amendments.
So, after the October election, when I read Dominic
LeBlanc’s mandate letter as Government House leader, I was
thrilled: ‘Respect for the opposition’, ‘a spirit of generosity’, no
more improper use of prorogation or omnibus bills. In my first
phone call with Dominic LeBlanc last November, I asked if I
could count on not having those dreaded motions crafted in
Harper’s PMO brought back in committee. Leblanc said he did
not think I would have to worry about that.
Until I did. Leblanc said it had to be done so the Bloc
Quebecois would not slow down the House. I protested. It was
about democracy, after all. And, in my specific case, it would
likely take years off my life with the extra workload of running
to simultaneous committees. He said he would think about it.
But within days every committee was passing motions
identical to the one drafted under Harper. I had run from
committee to committee to ask to present reasons why the
motion should not be passed. I begged. I argued from high
principle. Nothing worked. All the Liberals followed instructions
and passed the motion. None of the media noticed—or reported
on this regression to Harper tactics.

Time Allocation

Next, came the use of time allocation to shut down debate on
bills: the Air Canada bill (C10) to end the requirement for
maintenance work in Canada—twice at second and third
reading—the budget bill (C15), and then the medically assisted
dying bill (C-14)—again twice at report stage and third reading.
Closure on debate was rare before Harper’s majority. But
Conservatives used it over 100 times in four years. So now the
Liberals are using it too. Some media noticed that.

Motion 6: The Calendar Control

Everyone noticed the attempt to control the calendar without
the normal effort to come to consensus between House leaders;
Motion 6 was a reach too far. It would have allowed the House
to run 24-hours-a-day, with no opposition parties having access
to the calendar or having notice of when bills would be
introduced or voted on. Only Liberal Cabinet members would
control the calendar.
The now infamous Motion 6 was the Liberal reaction to the
Conservatives and NDP having collaborated to trigger an
unexpected vote on Monday May 16—just after noon. For only
the 11th time in the history of parliament, the vote was a tie. The
concern about this. The filing requirement is, in this case, one
year ahead of commencing operations. Planned emergency
exercises must be listed.
In addition, the company must file evacuation plans for
urban areas near the company’s facilities, including the
Edmonton, Burnaby, and Sumas terminals, and covering
Simon Fraser University. A separate plan will be required for
the Westridge terminal.
Final risk assessments must be submitted three months
before applying for leave to open each terminal.

Financial Assurance

At least six months ahead of the application to open line 2, the
company must demonstrate that it has the financial backup and
insurance to cover its liabilites as they may arise for accidents,
malfunctions, and failures during the startup and operation of
the line. Coverage must total $1.1 billion: at least $100 million
to cover immediate costs, and diversified core coverage of $1
billion. This coverage must be confirmed year-by-year.

Post-construction Reports

Following the start of operations, within two months the
company must file reports with the NEB covering the actual
greenhouse gases generated by construction compared with the
estimates made before construction. Within four months, the
company must submit its plans to offset these emissions.
Within three months of startup, the company must file noise
reports for its terminals in BC.
For the pipeline, the company must conduct inspections to
establish the baseline condition of the new pipeline. Within one
year, a report must be made on the natural hazards that remain,
in order to establish a baseline and within one year, a Pipeline
Geographic System data file must be reported.

Hullabaloo

In the house on the hill, Justin’s feeling the heat.
His unruly caucus won’t sit in their seat.
So he crossed the floor to deal with a scrimmage
And that little stroll really tarnished his image.
When you get into a scrum you must be on your toes
And be careful your elbows don’t cause any blows.
Justin should know, he has fought in the ring
Let down your guard and your opponent will swing.
The furore that followed was unprecedented.
Members postured and posed and poor Justin repented.
The honourable ministers gasped in awe
The prince of charm had a terrible flaw.
He apologized, not once but thrice
But the hounds of the hill were not very nice.
With a taste of blood they were calling for more
And the media pundits were counting the score.
The fight was on; the mob was crazed
Yes, Justin just ended his sunny ways.
A brawl in a school yard is merely child’s play
On parliament hill it’s a blood-thirsty fray.
This hullabaloo is just the beginning
The honeymoon is over, the tories are grinning.
The NDP are sharpening their teeth
And Elizabeth May is calling for peace.
It is clear that Justin has broken the rules
But what can you do with a house full of fools.
Just take a few selfies and laugh it all off
Whatever you say they will shout and scoff.
Good luck to you Justin, you took your best shot
Now your report card is marked with a big, ugly blot.
—Ann McLean

Conservatives and NDP crowed about how the Liberals were
caught napping. More like, they were sucker punched. There
had been no reason to suspect there would be a vote on that
Monday. The NDP had committed to fill every speaking slot.
But they did not rise to speak. Debate collapsed and that
triggered the vote.
Motion 6 was the government’s anti-democratic response.
Further escalation ensued. Motion 6 triggered the May 18
protest of Opposition MPs milling about to impede the progress
of the Opposition whip—with the goal of delaying the vote on
C14 by at least another 24 hours.
Following unacceptable behaviour by quite a few party
leaders and their members, the Prime Minister among them,
by Thursday, May 19, Motion 6 was withdrawn.
I will continue to press for all the ‘might makes right’ tactics
of the Harper majority to be rejected by the Trudeau majority.
Withdrawing Motion 6 was a good start, but it is not enough to
restore ‘sunny ways’. 0
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Annual Reports

Once the expanded pipeline is in operation, the company must
file annual reports on marine shipping-related commitments,
on the Community Benefit Programs, and on engagement with
aboriginal groups, caribou habitat restoration and associated
offset measures, rare ecological communities, rare plants,
wetland reclamation evaluations, and grassland evaluations. 0
www.islandtides.com
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Fort Mac fire sparks memories on
Galiano - Frants Attorp
he massive Alberta fire that swept
rapidly into parts of Fort McMurray
before turning south last month is
causing frightening flashbacks for some
residents on Galiano Island.
‘The prospect of another wildfire is
terrifying,’ says Seonaid Renwick, a Galiano
resident. ‘Events at Fort Mac remind us once
again how fragile we are when faced with the
forces of nature. That we have already had a
fire reported this spring gives us a sense of
foreboding.’
Renwick has vivid memories of the forest
fire that occurred on Galiano in July of 2006.
That blaze, which started on private property,
ripped through 61 hectares of forest and forced
the evacuation of about 120 permanent and
part-time residents. It was brought under
control over three days by scores of firefighters,
both local and from off-island, working with
the support of provincial water bombers and
helicopters.
Renwick, whose small hobby farm is
located a few hundred metres from where the
fire happened, remembers the event as if it
were yesterday.
‘My husband, our two children and I were
at the beach enjoying a pre-dinner swim when
a huge plume of black smoke filled the sky. My
husband hurried to the end of the road where
we live and saw flames shooting skyward near
our home. The fire was so big we immediately
called the fire department.’

Evacuation

The Renwicks were given just three hours to
evacuate their home. This was no easy task as
their extended family included eight cats, one
rabbit, fourteen chickens, one pony and two
dogs.
‘The children were absolutely terrified,’ says
Renwick. ‘We told them to round up the
animals and that helped settle them down as it
gave them something to do. Our neighbours
came and helped out too.’
A sprinkler was left running on the roof,

photo albums were thrown into the car and,
with all of their animals in tow, the small family
joined the long procession of evacuees fleeing
the danger zone. Smoke filled the air and ash
fell from above.
Renwick was distressed to discover that one
of the family cats had been left behind.
Unfortunately, the road back was now closed
to traffic. She and her husband talked their way
through the road block and managed to rescue
the frightened feline.
For the next two days, the Renwicks lived
in a neighbour’s barn with all of their animal
friends. Then they were invited to stay in a
cottage owned by Dr David Beaver, now a
practitioner on Salt Spring Island.
‘We had all of our animals except the pony
staying with us in that small cottage,’ says
Renwick. ‘It was more than a little cozy, but all
we needed.’
She says the fire department was amazing.
‘My husband pitched in to fight the fire as did
many others. The island came together as it
always does. The wind fanned the flames at
first, but then it dropped and that helped the
firefighters get the fire under control.’
Renwick says her family was not prepared
for the emergency. ‘Being prepared came from
experience,’ she says. ‘We learned a lot.’
‘Plan your escape route, prepare a grab and
go kit, have assigned jobs, and decide
beforehand what you want to take with you,’
she says. ‘Above all, go to emergency
preparedness meetings and develop a
neighbourhood plan. When an emergency
strikes, things happen very quickly and there
is no time to think.’
Galiano Fire Chief Sean Luttmer says the
final report on the 2006 fire was inconclusive,
but did mention the possibility that the fire
spread from an old burn pile on private
property.
He adds that on April 18 of this year the fire
department responded to a brush fire caused
by a discarded cigarette butt. 0
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They are back from as far as South America. Ospreys drastically declined in
abundance through the mid-1970s as a side-effect of pesticide use, but they
have recovered and become a common nesting species close to the water,
including Horton Bay, Mayne Island.

Geothermal: tapping Earth’s
abundant energy - David Suzuki

BC

could generate the same
amount of energy from
geothermal sources as the Site C
dam will produce for about half the
construction costs, according to a study by the
Canadian Geothermal Energy Association.
Unlike Site C, geothermal wouldn’t require
massive transmission upgrades, would be less
environmentally disruptive and would create
more jobs throughout the province rather than
just in one area.
Despite the many benefits of geothermal,
Canada is the only ‘Pacific Ring of Fire’ country
that doesn’t use it for commercial-scale energy.
According to environmental website
DeSmogBlog, ‘New Zealand, Indonesia, the
Philippines, the United States and Mexico all
have commercial geothermal plants.’ Iceland
heats up to 90% of its homes, and supplies 25%
of its electricity with geothermal.
Geothermal energy is generated by heat
from Earth’s rocks, liquids and steam. It can
come from shallow ground, where the
temperature is a steady 10–16ºC, hot water
and rocks deeper in the ground, or possibly
very hot molten rock (magma) deep below
Earth’s surface. As with clean-energy sources
Located just up from the ferry and public docks on Saturna Island.
like solar, geothermal energy systems vary,
$15.00 per person per night (12 & under free; family rates available)
from those that use hot water from the ground
directly to heat buildings, greenhouses and
Reserve and Register at Saturna Point Store
water, to those that pump underground hot
saturna.point@gmail.com
250-539-5726
water or steam to drive turbines.
According to National Geographic,
geothermal power plants use three methods to
produce electricity: dry steam, flash steam and
Cus
binary cycle. Dry steam uses steam from
fractures in the ground. Flash steam plants pull
Pre
ef
high-pressure hot water into cooler, lowpressure water, which creates steam. In binary
Re
cycle plants, which produce no greenhouse gas
Sp
emissions and will likely become dominant,
hot water is passed by a secondary fluid with a
Costal dealers much lower boiling point, which turns the
Nicholby’s Building & Ins
spection S
secondary fluid into vapour.
Unlike wind and solar, geothermal provides
steady energy and can serve as a more costeffective and less environmentally damaging
form of baseload power than fossil fuels or
nuclear. It’s not entirely without
TH environmental impacts, but most are minor
and can be overcome with good planning.
Geothermal fluids can contain gases and heavy
Healthy oceans. Healthy planet.
metals, but most new systems recycle them
Descanso Bay Regional Park. Sun, June 5 1 – 4 pm.
back into the ground. Operations should also
The ocean - heart of our planet
be located to avoid mixing geothermal liquids
www.islandtides.com
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with groundwater and to eliminate impacts on
nearby natural features like hot springs. Some
geothermal plants can produce small amounts
of CO2, but binary systems are emissions-free.
In some cases, resources that provide heat can
become depleted over time.
Although geothermal potential has been
constrained by the need to locate operations in
areas with high volcanic activity, geysers or hot
springs, new developments are making it more
widely viable. One method being tested is
similar to ‘fracking’ for oil and gas. Water is
injected into a well with enough pressure to
break rock and release heat to produce hot
water and steam to generate power through a
turbine or binary system.
Researchers have also been studying urban
‘heat islands’ as sources of geothermal energy.
Urban areas are warmer than their rural
surroundings, both above and below ground,
because of the effects of buildings, basements
and sewage and water systems. Geothermal
pumps could make the underground energy
available to heat buildings in winter and cool
them in summer.
New methods of getting energy from the
ground could also give geothermal a boost.
Entrepreneur Manoj Bhargava is working with
researchers to bring heat to the surface using
graphene cords rather than steam or hot water.
Graphene is stronger than steel and conducts
heat well. Bhargava says the technology would
be simple to develop and could be integrated
with existing power grids.
Unfortunately, geothermal hasn’t received
the same level of government support as other
sources of energy, including fossil fuels and
nuclear. That’s partly because upfront costs are
high and, as with oil and gas exploration,
geothermal sources aren’t always located
where developers hope they’ll be. As Desmog
Canada notes, resources are often found in
areas that already have access to inexpensive
hydro power.
David Suzuki is a scientist, broadcaster,
author and co-founder of the David Suzuki
Foundation. Written with contributions from
David Suzuki Foundation Senior Editor Ian
Hanington.
Learn
more
at
www.davidsuzuki.org and www.desmog.ca.
Find good articles at: DeSmogCanada:
Clearing The PR Pollution That Clouds The
Public Square, www.desmog.ca, and
desmogblog.com.0

