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Poppies on a hillside over the ocean.

Basi-Virk trial underway at last

LTC turns down TUP PDQ

Patrick Brown

The trial of Dave Basi, Bobby Virk, and
Aneal Basi has been formally under way for
about a month in BC Supreme Court. These
three individuals, formerly government
employees with responsible positions, have
been charged with corruption in connection
with the 2003 takeover of BC Rail by CN
Rail.
Many questions have been raised about
both the decision and the competitive
bidding process through which it was
accomplished. Public concern continues, six
and a half years later, and extends beyond
the government to the operation of the
justice system and now, critically, to the role
of the media.

The Legislature Raids

took place December 28, 2003 ; at the time,
the RCMP said that they were in connection
with a drug investigation, and ‘organized
crime’. They also stated, significantly, that
no elected officials were involved.
The corruption charges were laid on
December 21, 2004, and have been followed
by years of pre-trial argument and delays.
The charges stem from the takeover of
BC Rail by CN Rail in 2003. Dave Basi and
Bobby Virk (both politically appointed
ministerial assistants at that time) are
charged with fraud, influence peddling and
receiving a benefit—in plain language,
selling information to one of the bidders.
The sting in the tail, and what makes this
trial so significant, is that their defence

The original RCMP raids on the legislature

BASI-VIRK TRIAL, please turn to page 5

is available at these

An Temporary Use Permit application to
use a former automotive repair shop as a
local-grown food store was turned down in
short order by Trustees Janine Dodds and
Colin Shew at a Mayne Island Local Trust
Committee meeting on June 7. Following
the meeting, the unexpected outcome had
some Islanders in tears at what they saw as a
error in judgment (see also Letters, page 4).
The temporary use permit was coupled
to a rezoning application to change the
originally spot-zoned property from C-3 to
C-1 to enable the commencement of the
operation of the farm store. Applicants,
farmers Don and Shanti McDougall, bought
the property next to the Fernhill Centre
earlier this year, after trying for some years
to buy another C-1 property in Miners Bay.
Given the amount of community support
and the move to reduce GHG in the

S ERI OUS COF FE E

community, attendees at the meeting saw
the permit as a done deal.
Islands Trust planners had suggested the
TUP application as a way of jump-starting
the operation for the 2010 growing season
and a way to gauge community response
pending the rezoning process. The staff
report was in favour of the TUP, as was LTC
Chair Gary Steeves’ vote.
The rezoning application had been
removed from the agenda at the beginning of
the meeting. An information meeting for the
rezoning is currently scheduled for July 5.
Following the meeting, Shanti
McDougall filed an Administrative
Complaint against the Dodds and Shew.
Subsequently, Richard Tamboline filed an
Administrative Complaint against Gary
MAYNE TUP, please turn to page 11

locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Nanaimo—V I Conference Centre

good reading, great coffee — it’s time to get SERIOUS!

Campbell River—Island Highway @ Village Willow Point
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Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.
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fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
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AT POINT ATKINSON
JUNE/JULY

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

23
WE

0123
0907
1655
2137

14.1
2.6
14.1
11.5

4.3
0.8
4.3
3.5

1
TH

0314
0733
1407
2122

9.5
11.2
5.2
14.8

2.9
3.4
1.6
4.5

24
TH

0210
0952
1741
2234

13.8
2.0
14.8
11.8

4.2
0.6
4.5
3.6

2
FR

0402
0836
1439
2147

8.5
10.8
6.2
14.4

2.6
3.3
1.9
4.4

25
FR

0258
1036
1820
2322

13.5
2.0
14.8
11.5

4.1
0.6
4.5
3.5

3

0449
0955
1515
2213

7.9
10.5
7.5
14.1

2.4
3.2
2.3
4.3

26
SA

0344
1116
1856

13.5
2.0
14.8

4.1
0.6
4.5

4

0535
1136
1558
2241

6.9
10.5
8.9
14.1

2.1
3.2
2.7
4.3

27
SU

0007
0429
1154
1929

11.5
13.1
2.3
14.8

3.5
4.0
0.7
4.5

5

0619
1322
1654
2312

5.9
10.8
10.2
13.8

1.8
3.3
3.1
4.2

28
MO

0052
0512
1230
1959

11.2
13.1
2.6
14.8

3.4
4.0
0.8
4.5

6
TU

0704
1446
1812
2348

5.2
11.8
11.2
13.8

1.6
3.6
3.4
4.2

29
TU

0138
0555
1303
2029

10.8
12.5
3.3
14.8

3.3
3.8
1.0
4.5

7
WE

0750
1548
1939

4.3
12.8
11.8

1.3
3.9
3.6

30
WE

0226
0641
1335
2056

10.2
11.8
3.9
14.8

3.1
3.6
1.2
4.5

8

0030
0836
1636
2053

13.8
3.3
13.8
12.1

4.2
1.0
4.2
3.7

SA

SU

MO

TH

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

AT FULFORD HARBOUR
JUNE/JULY

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

23
WE

0022
0827
1659
2052

10.5
1.3
10.2
9.5

3.2
0.4
3.1
2.9

24
TH

0100
0908
1743
2204

10.2
1.0
10.8
9.5

25
FR

0144
0949
1823
2302

26
SA

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

1

0305
0624
1323
2109

7.5
7.9
3.6
10.5

2.3
2.4
1.1
3.2

3.1
0.3
3.3
2.9

2
FR

0351
0736
1354
2129

6.6
7.5
4.6
10.5

2.0
2.3
1.4
3.2

10.2
1.0
10.8
9.5

3.1
0.3
3.3
2.9

3
SA

0434
0915
1425
2149

5.9
6.9
5.6
10.5

1.8
2.1
1.7
3.2

0229
1028
1859
2351

10.2
1.0
10.8
9.2

3.1
0.3
3.3
2.8

4
SU

0515
1118
1455
2210

4.9
6.9
6.6
10.2

1.5
2.1
2.0
3.1

27
SU

0313
1106
1932

9.8
1.3
10.8

3.0
0.4
3.3

5

0554
1353
1527
2231

4.3
7.5
7.5
10.2

1.3
2.3
2.3
3.1

28
MO

0039
0356
1143
2001

8.9
9.5
1.3
10.8

2.7
2.9
0.4
3.3

6

0633
1528
1633
2256

3.3
8.5
8.5
10.2

1.0
2.6
2.6
3.1

29
TU

0127
0440
1218
2026

8.5
9.2
2.0
10.8

2.6
2.8
0.6
3.3

7
WE

0713
1624
1818
2326

2.6
9.2
9.2
10.2

0.8
2.8
2.8
3.1

30
TU

0217
0528
1251
2049

8.2
8.5
2.6
10.8

2.5
2.6
0.8
3.3

8
TH

0754
1657
1944

1.6
9.8
9.8

0.5
3.0
3.0

WE

MO

TU

Photo: Les Quitzau, Michelle Marsden, Richard Philpott

Pender recycling worker Michelle Marsden is not actually holding up the globe, nor is she on top of the world. She is
demonstrating the amount of recycling received by the depot in 5-hour period. What’s to be done about such a shocking
amount of waste and what are its implications? (See article below.)

Gulf Oil Spill: I’m Responsible, Too ~ Richard Philpot

T

he images are shocking. Oil-soaked pelicans desperately
trying to raise their wings to fly, but unable. All that’s
left is death. A dolphin surfaces for air and instead sucks
slimy crude into its lungs. Another death.
I can’t believe I’ve played a part in killing these innocent
creatures.
Sure, BP deserves a big chunk of the blame. So, too, do BP’s
offshore drilling partners, Haliburton and TransOcean. And
the Obama administration and the Bush/Cheney
administration before them.
And the Harper and Campbell governments. They’re on the
hook for even considering the Enbridge pipeline from the
Alberta tar sands to the BC coast.
But in the end, I’m the one who must shoulder the largest
piece of blame.
Almost everything we buy, needed or not, is stained with
oil. Oil from Petro Canada, Shell, Chevron and others. And, of
course, from BP.
Think you and I aren’t responsible?
Take a look at the photograph above, of Pender Island
Recycling Depot staff member Michelle Marsden standing atop
a pile of recycling—11, 778 pieces in total, all destined to be
made into something new, or burned to capture its inherent
energy.
Almost 12,000 pieces, mostly packaging, saved from the
landfill. We should feel pretty good, shouldn’t we?
Let’s take a closer look, starting with a little background on
the photograph.
On May 29, my recycling depot co-workers, Michelle
Marsden and Les Quitzau, and I agreed to gather all of one
day’s recycling into one big pile—five hours’ worth of droppedoff paper, cardboard and glass bottles, aluminum and tin cans,
plastic containers and bags, scrap metal, appliances and
electronics, all delivered by community members of Pender
Island to the recycling depot.
The pile grew, and it grew.
At 3pm, we closed the front gate and started our tallying.
Ninety-nine depot patrons, an average day’s number, had
brought us an average day’s volume of recycling that, when
counted, would total 11,778 pieces. Peter Kearvell was the last
person to arrive at the depot that day. I asked him how long he
thought it had taken us to build a pile of recycling this size.
He hummed a moment, then replied, ‘two weeks?’

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
Tide Table Courtesy of

On Time & On Budget

A Truly Island Home

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker
250-537-9710

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca

So what’s the point of this story? And why should we, on the
tiny Gulf Islands, blame ourselves for the disaster and death
still unfolding in the Gulf of Mexico?
The point of this story is to remind us of the error of our
ways.
We are all to blame for the death of the pelicans and
dolphins, and thousands of other species in the Gulf, because
of our insatiable appetite for BP’s product—oil.
Each one of those 11,778 pieces of recycling was touched by
oil, repeatedly. Apart from being use to make plastic, oil was
used to fuel most manufacturing equipment, and then to
transport goods to the Gulf Islands. It was used again when you
drove to the store to buy the product, then again to transport it
off-island to the second step in the recycling process. And it
doesn’t end there. Oil is used or consumed in as many as a
dozen steps in a product’s life cycle. And all of this oil is
purchased from BP or one of the other oil companies.
Every time we buy something, whether it’s spinach for
dinner or a new hi-def TV, we buy more oil from BP. And the
more we buy, the more they drill…in the Gulf of Mexico, or
wherever governments of the world allow.
If we buy less, they drill less. There’s no money to be made
in finding and refining oil that no one buys.
If you and I buy less—less unnecessary packaging and less
product from faraway places, we reduce the risk of another
catastrophic ocean spill.
Here are some suggestions.
Reuse more of the items that you already own. Repair or
refurbish things that still have life left in them, even if a repair
is a bit more expense that buying a replacement. Refuse to buy
products that are over packaged. Give the packaging back to
the retailer and, before long, they’ll be asking the manufacturer
to package their product differently. Shop local, local, local—
farm stands, farmers markets, your own garden. Walk and bike
more, drive less. Car pool. Each gas-driven trip could have
several purposes. Offer to pick up milk and bread for a
neighbour. Walk on to a ferry and use public transit on the
other side.
And, keep recycling. If you don’t, please start.
Our individual efforts add up…big or small, they all help.
Dolphins drowning in oil should help us remember to think
before we choose. 0

Build your Dream • Build it Green
• Prefab custom home packages

866-352-5503

• Qualified builders available

• Visit one of our island show homes

www.mandalahomes.com

• Off grid options

info@mandalahomes.com
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Israel, Gaza, Antisemitism, and Common Saturna Notes ~ Piscialla Ewbank
sing Environment Canada’s Gulf that this is their peak year even though I
Islands
weather forecasts (from the haven’t seen any with the telltale white wasp
Sense: Sorting It Out ~ Elizabeth May
weather station at Saturna Island) egg parasite on their heads.

I

am deeply troubled by the failure of
many in the media and in political
life to distinguish between antiSemitic comments and legitimate criticism
of the policies of the current government of
Israel. We are, as a society, moving to a place
where gag orders will ensue for anyone
found critical of the actions of Israel.
The attack on the Turkish vessel Mavi
Marmara, and the killing of nine proPalestinian activists on May 31 brought into
clear focus what all Canadians should know.
The Harper government has become the
most pro-Israel of any government on earth.
The day of the attack, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu was a guest of the
Government of Canada, on a state visit. Of
all the governments in the world, Canada
did the most to avoid direct criticism of
Israel. The visit of the Israeli Prime Minister
to Parliament Hill was, apparently,
unmarred by the fact that at that moment,
three Canadian citizens, including Kevin
Neish of Victoria, were in Israeli
government custody while their families still
had no confirmation of their well-being.
Even the US, usually holding the title of
Israel’s best friend, expressed regret and
called for an inquiry, albeit an internal
Israeli investigation. While shaking hands
with the Prime Minister of Israel, our Prime
Minister said nothing of the tragedy.
The Green Party made a public
statement deploring the use of violence and
repeating our call for a comprehensive
economic
stabilization
plan
and
internationally monitored buffer zone
around the Gaza Strip. While there is a need
for an investigation of the attack on the proGaza flotilla, certain facts are not in dispute.
The Israeli government forces attacked in
international waters. That alone violates
international law. The fact that nine people
were killed creates the spectre of a far worse
crime.
The Harper government has also
managed to manipulate its support for the
State of Israel with attacks on others for
antisemitism. The church-based NGO
Kairos lost its funding over such a charge. It
was at the heart of the interference with
rights and democracy.
I have been at the receiving end of this
sort of nasty attack, when the Prime
Minister, distorting my comments out of
recognition, alleged in the House that I had
trivialized the Holocaust. My ‘crime’ was
quoting George Monbiot who, in the context
of the climate crisis, had compared former
US President Bush, Australia’s Howard and
Stephen Harper to Neville Chamberlain. I
got fairly bruised in the spin cycle of the
Harper war room.
Meanwhile, the Green Party stands firm
calling for a balanced policy favouring a twostate solution in the Middle East—closer to
the kind of policy Canada once advocated.
We insist on the right of Israel to exist and
condemned the Hezbollah rockets into

Israel, as we condemned the excessive force
in Israel’s bombing of Lebanon.
The Greens oppose antisemitism with
the same vigour we oppose racism, sexism
and other forms of hatred. Recently, the
Supreme Court of British Columbia found
in our favour, when the party and I were
sued by an aggrieved former candidate who
objected to being rejected, and to having his
words described in our press release as ‘antiSemitic comments.’ The comments,
describing 9-11 as involving the ‘shoddily
built jewish world bank headquarters (sic)’
were not borderline. The hatred unleashed
against a people in the Holocaust, fuelled by
paranoia about Jewish control of banks and
banking, is well known. There is a difference
between antisemitism and fair and
reasonable criticism of Israeli policy.
So too, is there an effort to conflate
criticism of Israel with denying the right of
the State of Israel to exist. I have relatives in
Israel and I completely understand the
sense of insecurity that comes from being
surrounded by the Arab world, with, at least
some leaders, still claiming your homeland
has no right to exist. However, maintaining
as an inviolate principle the right of Israel to
exist is not the same as giving its
government carte blanche to trample on
human rights and the peace process. Ten
thousand Israeli citizens rallied to condemn
the attack on the Gaza flotilla, and it was
denounced by NGOs in Israel, such as the
human rights group, B’Tselem.
The sense that criticism of Israel is not
permitted in Canada has been growing, but
what prompted me to write this column is
the recent attack on NDP MP Libby Davies.
Libby is a valiant defender of the rights of
the homeless and the poor. Recently, she
was caught on tape in what was an off-thecuff answer stating that occupation began in
1948. Once her comments were placed on
YouTube, the denunciations were swift.
Harper called for her resignation, and even
within her own party she faced pressure.
She wrote to the Ottawa Citizen to
apologize: ‘My reference to the year 1948 as
the beginning of the Israeli occupation of
Palestinian territory was a serious and
completely inadvertent error.’ On the other
hand, there is a difference between
occupation and illegal occupation. In 1492,
many would say that 500-years of
occupation of the Americas began. That
does not translate to denying the right of any
nations’ existence. The term ‘occupation’ in
the Middle East context is generally
confined to additional, non-UN agreement
occupation as it began in 1967.
Keeping a clear head about these issues
is critical. A climate of fear and oppression
within Canada stifles free speech. These
dangerous trends need to be named, and
challenged.

Elizabeth May is leader of the Green Party
of Canada and a candidate in Saanich Gulf
Islands.
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has been hopeless lately! I generally look to
School Visit
see what the icons are—a sweep of perky On a grey June 17, Minister of Education,
little suns for each day of the week is very Margaret MacDiarmid, MLA Murray Coell,
encouraging.
School District #62 School Superintendent
This last month, I have taken the weekly Jeff Hopkins, Saturna principal/teacher
icons to heart and planned around them. No Steve Dunsmuir and lots of our school kids
more! A whole week can shift dramatically walked in to the site of the Saturna
and can do the same
Ecological Education
again one day later!
Centre’s campground.
Standing outside in
The site is already in
combination with the
use while the bunknext 12-hour forecast,
houses
are
being
from the prediction
finished by the building
page, works best!
crew supported by
Around the farm,
architect-builder
the wild roses, and
Richard Blagborne.
alder trees are ragged
assembled
Those
and boney from tent
were also interested in
caterpillars eating all
seeing firsthand new
the leaves down to
ways of teaching and
the twigs.
hearing the concepts and
principles behind them.
You can hear the
Minister MacDiarmid
munching—and the
talked to one of our a
poop falling—if you
middle school students
are close to a stand of
Education Minister MacDiarmid and MLA
and program graduate
alders which is being
Coell tour Ecological Education Centre camp,
Clorisa Simpson from
used as a diner.
conducted by architect Richard Blagbourne,
Salt Spring, who came
The festive fancy forefront).
over for the day, and .
roses in the garden,
the strawberries and the apples are prime She then observed our primary students
targets. Squeamishness gives way to crass with teacher Michelle Simpson.
They then hopped aboard the school bus
methods of removal due to the relentless
numbers. Heavy and prolonged rain doesn’t and visited Saturna School. What did they
dampen their enthusiasm. The south side of respond to? Will that translate into action?
the Island is much more infested with the It will be interesting to find out!
caterpillars than the north side. I am hoping
SATURNA please turn to page 11

For a limited time, save up to $500* on a
new pair of state-of-the-art hearing aids.
Our professional consultants will evaluate your hearing and ensure
you get the best product that suits your lifestyle and budget. Make
an appointment today and save up to $500* on a pair of new
hearing aids.
GANGES: 241 Lower Ganges Road 250-537-4446

Gwen Burton
Registered Hearing
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*Applies to private clients only. Posted amount is the maximum allowable rebate and is valid on a pair of hearing aids
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details. Registered under the Hearing Aid Act (BC).
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Mayne Island Farmgate Store
Dear Editor:
On June 7, the Mayne Island Local Trust Committee voted
against the issuance of a Temporary Use Permit (TUP) for
a local produce store proposed by a couple who have
operated a successful certified organic farm on Mayne for
15 years. This, in spite of over 120 letters submitted to the
Islands Trust in support of the proposal and 9 against. A
further indication of the strong support for this initiative
was an Agricultural Hall bursting with positive energy. Only
one resident spoke up at the meeting with some concerns.
The Islands Trust Planner’s report was presented in
detail, and pointed out both the pros and cons of the
application, concluding with the recommendation to the
local trustees to approve the TUP.
Before the vote the Island’s two trustees, who hold office
by acclamation since no other Mayne Islanders ran in the
last election, were given time for their comments. One
trustee used her three pages of prepared notes to justify why
she could not approve the application. She clearly had her
mind made up before the meeting began. The other trustee
mumbled through some personal anecdotal material and
then supported his colleague. The chair of the LTC, a trustee
from neighbouring North Pender Island, invited the Mayne
Island trustees to reconsider, to at least give the proposal a
trial by approving the TUP which need not be renewed upon
its expiration in two years time. But no, the vote was taken
with a 2 to 1 result, denying the approval of the TUP. The
trustees’ reasons for denial were largely focused on rezoning
issues but rezoning was specifically not up for discussion at
this meeting, although an application has been filed to
rezone the property from C3 to C1.
How can this even be considered a just and democratic
decision by our Island government which is meant to serve
its constituents while adhering to the Islands Trust mandate
to ‘preserve and protect the Trust area and its environment
for the benefit of residents and the province? Yes, there are
some residents who have concerns about the proposed store
but they were far outnumbered by the supporters of this
application and certainly did not make their views publicly
known. Before Monday’s meeting the Island’s mood
seemed to be one of optimism but thanks to our trustees’
decision the mood has shifted.
Not only is this action a political slap in the face for
Mayne Islanders but, it is a slap in the face for local farmers

Readers’ Letters Page
and growers, for the many eager consumers of local, fresh,
organic produce as well as for the Islands Trust itself with
its focus on food security. As the Trust’s web site points out:
‘Food security is about more than simply having enough
to eat. It is also about supporting farmers, protecting the
environment, reducing our carbon footprint and
strengthening our local economies and communities. By
improving our food security we build community resilience.’
The decision also undermines Mayne Island’s strong
agricultural history.
One of the local trustees commented that farmers should
sell directly to the consumer! This is perhaps a good idea
offered by someone who does not grow food for sale apart
from eggs which she sells to one of the Island stores. It is,
however, an impractical one for all those who, like this
writer, do grow food for consumers.
What indeed is one to do with a government like this but
protest loudly?
Helen O’Brian, Mayne Island

built or oil wells drilled. Let’s pay attention; we have our
own oil spill and potential untold disaster happening every
day.
In 2009, 65 oil tankers left the port of Vancouver in
Burrard Inlet traveling through the Southern Gulf Islands
and the San Juan Islands. Kinder Morgan, the pipeline
owner, has stated their intention to further increase this to
150 per year. And now the proposed Enbridge pipeline to
Kitimat will require tankers in the more sensitive northern
archipelago to the open ocean. It will only be a matter of
time before there is a disaster of crude oil washing up on our
shores.
Why do we allow this to continue? Why are we not
funding alternative energy sources to the fullest extent—we
know how much it has cost so far to attempt to stem the flow
of oil gushing into the Gulf of Mexico and the attempts at
clean up. Why are we waiting for this to happen again? We
all live downstream!

Disappointing Meeting

Affordable Housing In Poland

Marianne Freeman, Denman Island Habitat for Humanity

Dear Editor:
Dear Editor:
Today I witnessed what can only be described as a well-run I have been an advocate of affordable housing for many
(thanks go to chair Gary Steeves) and well-informed Mayne years now. To this end, I have decided to fundraise with the
Island Trust Committee business meeting, with Mayne intent to join the Habitat for Humanity Canada group going
Island residents rejoicing in the TUP application being to Gilwice, Poland in early Sept. Another connection for me
submitted by Don and Shanti MacDougall which gathered is the fact that my Ukrainian ancestors once lived in an area
a crowd of over 100 of wellwishers and supporters. Many of governed by Poland. So to volunteer to help build
the local residents spoke fervently and passionately about apartments in Poland—where people sometimes get sick or
the
efficacy
and
even die because of poor sanitation
beneficial nature of this
systems in their homes—means I
~ Helen Defosset
TUP application to
will be making a connection with
determine if this was When the Mallow and the Hollyhock are nearly six feet tall,
ancestors in Eastern Europe.
going to be a refreshing And the Peonies are bowing low, to the tall Delphiniums blue,
If only 200 people donate $20
change to the mean Well then, you know, June is out!
each, this will mean my expenses
spirited and closed- And July with its Asiatic Lilies and Agapanthus orbs,
will be covered so I can do this
mindedness that so Will soon be peeking in.
important voluntary work and a
often
destroys Of days and months passing, the flowers tell my story.
sizable donation will go to Habitat
So when the friends ask, “What’s up gal?”
communities.
for Humanity Poland to continue
The planners did I can only just repeat.
to construct affordable housing
their due diligence and When the Mallow and the Hollyhock are nearly six feet tall,
even after our group has finished
presented the facts very And the Peonies are bowing low to the tall Delphiniums blue. our two weeks there. Of course any
well. The mood of the July must be here with its national days and birthdays too.
donation—small or big—will be
Gardens in their painted glory, welcoming the revelers.
crowd was upbeat and
greatfully accepted. I am also
Here and over There, the Revelers of Nationalism cling,
everyone (with very few To an archaic notion, yet all the flowers seem to know,
prepared to report about our
exceptions) were there Of our international origins.
experiences in Poland once I
to rejoice with the
return back home. To make a
MacDougalls at this brave new vision for our Island. Many donation, go to www.canadahelps.org/gp/7622.
of us left urgent work to be there to see this application being
Tanya Lester, Salt Spring Island
passed unanimously. The record will show that the crowd
GHG OCP Revisions
in the AG Hall was standing room only.
The
following
letter
was sent to the Honourable Bill Bennett
Then, disaster struck in the form of one of our elected
Minister
of
Community
and Rural Development.
trustees who, in a few minutes, turned a wonderful concept
and a hopeful outcome into trash. Gary Steeves tried his Dear Minister Bennett:
level best to convince his colleagues that the TUP option On behalf of the Islands Trust Council, I am writing to
was, at the very least, an opportunity to determine if this commemorate the significant occasion of amending sixteen
was for good or for ill for the community and he voted in Official Community Plans throughout the Islands Trust Area
favour of the application. The other two voted the to include targets, policies and actions for reducing
application down—to the collective outrage, horror and greenhouse gas emissions. We have recently delivered the
consternation of the assembled body. We all stared in final set of bylaws that will achieve these amendments by the
May 31 deadline set by Bill 27 (Green Communities).
disbelief that such an outcome would have been possible.
The process of introducing new targets, policies and
I am dumbfounded as to how this could have gone so
actions
into sixteen Official Community Plans was a
badly after such a glowing introduction and an
significant
achievement for our small local government in a
overwhelming indication of support that got derailed in less
very
short
time-period.
It is a testament to the commitment
than 20 minutes.
John Glover, Mayne Island of island people to meeting ambitious environmental goals.
Even without Bill 27, the Islands Trust Act and its
Oil Spills Current And Potential
provincial mandate to ‘preserve and protect’ British
Dear Editor:
Columbia’s southern Gulf Islands gives us all the motivation
I felt compelled to write after reading an essay by Lori
we need to take greenhouse gas emission-reductions very
Theresa Waller called ‘We can no Longer be Sacrificed’ in a
seriously.
book called The Best Canadian Essays (2009). The essay
Residents and property-owners of our thirteen major
is about the Alberta Tar Sands and Fort Chipewyan in island groups became fully engaged in the OCP-review
particular.
process and came up with many innovative ideas to reduce
Everyone is worried, our attention is focused on the BP our community footprints, both for implementation by local
Oil disaster in the Gulf of Mexico, yet we in Canada have our government and by grass-roots groups. Each OCP now sets
own dirty secret; a disaster happening everyday in the ambitious targets for emissions reduction and developed
Alberta Tar Sands, but with it, a conspiracy of silence exists. policies and actions related to transportation, energy-efficient
Little if any attention is given to the continuing oil that seeps buildings, sustainable energy systems, local food production
into the ground which eventually leaches into the Athabasca and protection of forest lands. Our elected officials overcame
River, flowing into Lake Athabasca and on to the north, controversy and opposition from vocal minorities to ensure
affecting everyone and all of nature in its wake.
that this area of the province can be proud of its contribution
Yet we allow this disaster to continue neither unabated to achieving BC’s climate action strategy.
nor discussed. No one wants to take on the oil companies
We have three more greenhouse gas OCP reviews to
in Canada; too much money is at stake. We have been complete in due course, one almost complete for Saturna
convinced this is the price of doing business. But the price Island and two on remote island groups with very small
is far too high.
populations.
It would seem that the costs of damage to ecosystems,
We trust that the province will make us proud by
social costs, health costs, for years to come are ignored and continuing to set examples and taking innovative and
not in the equation when the cost of these major projects courageous action on this urgent climate change issue.
Sheila Malcolmson, Chair, Islands Trust Council 0
continue to expand and expand. We have a huge deficit to
nature that should be paid for before more pipelines are

Canada Day
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‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands

SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 50 words) MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words)

Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

Every Saturday until Thanksgiving

Saturday, July 3 & thru July

Thurs thru Sun, July 15 to 18

Pender Islands' Farmers’ Market—you never know what
you’ll find or who you’ll meet; ‘grow your own’ workshops
10:30am; fresh, local produce; baked goods; local art and
artisan works • Community Hall • Saturdays, 9:30am-1pm • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Felted

Summer Paint—Monica
Bennett’s
hand-felted
wearable art,
Mae Moore
and
Judith
Walker’s
recent acrylic and oil works on canvas; JuLy 3: artists' reception
from 10am • Red Tree Gallery, Hope Bay • Everyday, 10am5pm • ON PENDER ISLAND

Denman Island Readers and Writers Festival—
mainstage events, themed readings and intimate solo
sessions; workshop space still available; featuring Brian Brett,
Robert Bringhurst, Sharon Butala, Zsuzsi Gartner, Charlotte
Gill, Des Kennedy, Richard Mackie, Emily Mandel, Philip
Kevin Paul, Nancy Turner, Deborah Willis, Jan Zwicky,
moderated by Bill Richardson • Info: 250-335-2576
www.denmanislandreadersandwritersfestival.com • ON
DENMAN ISLAND

Thursday & Friday, July 8 & 9

ArtSpring Treasure Fair—lots of great items available at
the Silent Auction, Live Auction & Cash 'n Carry Room •
ArtSpring, 100 Jackson Avenue, Ganges • Tickets: free but
reserve
250-537-2102,
toll-free
866-537-2102,
www.artspring.ca • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Friday thru Sunday, June 25 to 27
Whole Heartily His!—Christian conference
with speakers from the UK, USA, Australia,
Vancouver, and Pender Island • Hope Bay Bible
Camp • starts 7pm Friday • Info:
nicolejfl@gmail.com 250-221-3246 • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, June 26
Family Dance—a benefit for Pender
Farmland Project featuring Carolyn
Mark and The New Best Friends,
Pender’s own The Walk-Ons, and guest
MC Riel Hahn. • Community Hall • 7pm
• Tickets: adults $10, 12 & under $5,
family $25 at Talisman Books, Harmony
Cafe, Southridge • Info: 250-629-6968 •
ON PENDER ISLAND

Thursday, July 1, Canada Day
61st Annual Saturna Island Lamb Barbeque—
traditional lamb dinner, children's games, live entertainment,
beer garden, arts and crafts, moorage at Winter Cove, shuttle
to/from ferries dock, (sorry, no dogs) • Winter Cove Park •
Grounds open 10am-4:30pm; dinner served 2-3pm • Dinner
tickets:
$20
adults,
$10
children
•
Info:
www.saturnalambbarbeque.com, group tickets 250-539-2452
• ON SATURNA ISLAND

Thursday, July 1, Canada Day
Saanich Commonwealth Pool—Everyone Welcome
Swims; waves, waterslide, diving boards, tots pool, pirate ship,
toddler pool, swirlpool, steam, and sauna • Saanich
Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay
Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • 10am-12pm and 1-4pm • Info: 24-hour
Swim Info-line 250-475-7620 • IN SAANICH

Saturday, July 3
Pender Film Group Screenings—SAT JuLy 3: The Last
Station (2009)—historical drama illustrating Russian author
Leo Tolstoy's struggle to balance fame and wealth with his
commitment to a life devoid of material things; starring
Christopher Plummer & Helen Mirren • 7:30pm unless
otherwise noted • Community Hall • Admission by donation •
Info: www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

Salish Sea-wide Visibility
islandtides@islandtides.com 250-629-3660

BASI-VIRK TRIAL from page 1

argues that anything they did was at the behest of their
Liberal political masters.

Special Crown Prosecutor Appointed
Special Crown Prosecutors are appointed by the
government in situations where some governmental conflict
of interest may occur. At the time, the Solicitor General said
in the legislature that such an appointment is to ‘insulate’ a
case ‘so no minister of the Crown has any input into the
preparation of the case.’
The Special Prosecutor for this case, Bill Berardino, was
for seven years a law partner of the Attorney General, Geoff
Plant, who appointed him, and for eleven years a law
partner of Allan Seckel, the Deputy Attorney General.
Stephen Owen, a former Liberal MP, has now been
appointed to review the appointment process for Special
Prosecutors. He will do his work pro bono (he will not be
paid) and will report his findings to Attorney General
Michael de Jong in mid-July.

Judges Changed
Much of the pre-trial legal action, which has gone on for five
years, centred on disclosure of documents requested by the
defence. At one point, the government claimed that a large
number of emails had been destroyed. However, under
some pressure from the Court, they were eventually
retrieved.
These years of pre-trial arguments were conducted
under Justice Elizabeth Bennett. However, she was elevated
to the Court of Appeals as the trial date approached, and
former Associate Chief Justice Patrick Dohm announced
that he had in mind a replacement; this turned out to be

Wrap-tures and

Malahat Revue Concert—Jeremy Fisher, Hannah Georgas,
Aidan Knight, and
Said The Whale; this
eight-piece musical
collective tours by
bicycle on a 500km
route starting on the Gulf Islands • SALT SPRInG: July 8,
Artspring Theatre, 8pm; Tickets: $21 at Artspring; PenDeR:
July 9, outdoor show, Community Hall; 7:30pm, Tickets:
Advance $16 at Southridge Farm Store, Talisman Books,
Medicine Beach Market, at the door $18, 6-14 years half price,
under 5 free • ON SALT SPRING AND PENDER ISLANDS

Thurs, Fri & Sat July 15, 16 & 17

Friday thru Sunday, July 23-25

Fri thru Sun, July 9–11

Conscious Relationship Retreat—inspirational speaker
and author Allan Hardman, Toltec Master trained by Miguel
Ruiz, author of The Four Agreements™: recognize the Divinity
in all creation, accept your place in the Divine wholeness,
surrender control of outcomes of your life, celebrate your union
with the Divine • Ganges Yoga Studo • Friday talk 7-9pm $15;
weekend $495, includes accommodation and meals •
Reservations & info: www.thekiva.ca, 250-653-2046,
www.joydancer.com • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Vancouver Island MusicFest—6 stages
of music; Roberta Flack, Little Feat, Nanci
Griffith, Joan Osborne, The Holmes
Brothers, Adrian Belew, Po'Girl, and more;
on-site riverside camping, kids stuff, green
festival projects • Early bird tickets to June
30: Adult $129, Senior $99, Youth (13-18)
$69
1-866-898-8499
•
Info:
www.islandmusicfest.com • IN THE
COMOX VALLEY

Denman Island Arts Centre Workshops—JuLy 24 & 25:
Dorothy Field: Approaches to Collage—Explore ways to play
around with the amazing possibilities of collage; workshop:
$150, materials: $15; JuLy 26 & 27: Shawn Shepherd—Crazy
Colour Prints from Stencil & Monotype—experiment with
techniques to develop colour printing for short run editions.
Workshop Fee: $150; Materials Fee: $20 • Info:
www.artsdenman.com • ON DENMAN ISLAND

Saturday, July 10
Bard to Broadway’s Garden & Home Tour—5th annual
event includes a dozen spectacular gardens and stunning homes
from Nanoose Bay to Qualicum Beach • 10am-5pm • Tickets:
$30 (includes tax), toll free 1-877-752-6813 or online
www.b2btheatre.com • ON VANCOUVER ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, July 10 & 11
Organic Islands Festival &
Sustainability
expo—150
exhibitors, 20 speakers, green
technology demos, wild food
chefs, entertainment, eco-kidz zone • Glendale Gardens, 505
Quayle Road, past Camosun College on Interurban • Tickets:
$10 adults, $7.50 senior/youth; at the gate: $12.75 adults,
$10.25 senior/youth, under 12 free; family pass $35 (2 youth, 2
adult) • Info: www.organicislands.ca, 250-658-8148 • IN
VICTORIA

Justice Anne Mackenzie. Justice Dohm retired shortly
afterwards, and Justice MacKenzie was appointed Associate
Chief Justice in his place.

Six years Later, the Trial
Fast forward. On May 17, 2010, the first Crown witness was
called to the stand. Martyn Brown, Deputy Minister to the
Premier of British Columbia, was first examined by Bill
Berardino, Special Crown Prosecutor. But the trial was
almost immediately delayed for two weeks to allow lawyers
to review newly disclosed evidence. Brown has since been
cross-examined by Kevin McCullough, Counsel to Dave
Basi, and at mid-June was still on the stand, being crossexamined by Michael Bolton, Counsel to Bobby Virk.

How Long Will This Go On?
The Court, with a twelve-person jury under Associate Chief
Justice Anne MacKenzie, sits from Monday to Thursday, in
Courtroom 54 of the Vancouver Courthouse. Sessions start
officially at 9:45am and continue until about 4pm.
The Special Crown Prosecutor had first estimated that
the trial would be completed by mid-July of this year, and
this is what the jury was told. However, later accounts of
how long it would take to hear all the probable witnesses (at
least 40 will be called by the prosecution alone, and the
defence may call additional witnesses) have resulted in
official estimates that the trial will not be completed until
April of 2011.
The jury, to their credit, have agreed to stick with it until
then. They will then have to render their decision on the
charges laid against Basi, Virk, and Basi, on the basis of the
evidence presented during the trial.

Sat, Sun, Mon, Tues, July 24, 25, 26, 27

Saturday, August 14
Galiano Wine Festival—wines
from local producers and
around the world; local cheese to
taste and purchase; music by Brad
Prevedoros; 50/50 draw, silent auction, souvenir wine glass;
Galiano Health Centre fundraiser • 1–4pm • Tickets: $35 at the
door or reserve Pat Woolhouse 250-539-3117 or
dw3117@telus.net • Info: www.galianowinefestival.com • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

Fri thru Mon, September 3–6
Denbaya West African Music and Dance
Workshop—retreat
includes
hands-on
instruction by world-renowned master dancers,
drummers and balfonists • Camp Pringle,
Shawnigan Lake • Cost includes workshops,
meals and accommodation • Info 250-743-5846
www.moondancearts.ca • IN SHAWNIGAN LAKE

Being There
And now to the trial itself. Courtroom 54 in the Vancouver
courthouse. Spacious, high-ceilinged; overhead fans slowly
stir the conditioned air. At its head, under the provincial coat
of arms, Madame Justice Anne MacKenzie looks over a
collection of tables and chairs populated by a collection of
robed lawyers; at the front, the Special Crown Prosecutor
and his staff; at the right, the witness box; at the left, twelve
red chairs occupied by the jury (six men and six women); in
the centre, six lawyers for the defence, and in a glass box in
the middle of the room, the three accused. The gallery, the
back half of the room, has comfortable seats for maybe 80
members of the public. There are many empty seats.
On the left of the courtroom are cardboard boxes of
documents piled four or five deep; on the right, bookcases
full of four-inch looseleaf binders. All the tables are piled
with more looseleaf binders. It is unclear how many
documents have been thought relevant to the case, but
clearly the number is many thousands.
The witness (the Premier’s Chief of Staff, Martyn Brown)
is cross-examined by defence lawyers. Frequently, he ‘does
not recall’, pleading that all this happened six or seven years
ago. From time to time, an objection to the questioning is
raised by Special Crown Prosecutor Bill Berardino. When
this happens, the jury and the witness must leave the
courtroom while the lawyers argue the legal point involved;
then Justice MacKenzie repeats all the arguments for the
record and gives her decision; then the witness and the jury
are allowed back in and the cross-examination continues.
BASI-VIRK TRIAL, please turn to page 8
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Tasting The Islands—One Bite At A Time ~ Theresa Carle-Sanders

I

sland Chefs’ Collaborative (ICC) hosted their 3rd annual
outdoor local food festival and farm fundraiser at the
Fort Rodd Hill National Historic Site in Colwood on
May 31. ‘Defending Our Backyard-3’ gave patrons an
opportunity to taste some of the best food and drink from
Vancouver Island and the Southern Gulf Islands, while
raising funds to secure the future of the local food system.
Popular restaurants, pubs and clubs from Victoria and
beyond came with one-bite tastes—their take on local,
seasonal flavour. Ticket holders ambled between tents in
the open green space, enjoying a wide variety of offerings,
including a sophisticated line-caught halibut ceviché
marinated in local apple cider-vinegar, and a more casual,
yet tasty 4-cheese pizza cooked right before the eyes in a
large, portable wood-fired oven.
While many locals are surprised to hear it, Vancouver
Island and region is fast gaining an international reputation
as a worthwhile drinks destination. On Sunday, brew
masters, vintners and distillers freely poured their beer,
cider, mead, wine and spirits for festival-goers to enjoy and

appreciate. Among the beverages served were a number of
award-winners, recognized both nationally and
internationally for their superior taste and quality.
Displays and sales from local farms and food producers
proved to be popular stopping points with line-ups for most
of the day. Locally harvested sea salt, wild morels and
heirloom tomato seedlings were among the bounty drawing
the crowds. Educational exhibits rounded out the festival,
including information on where to buy local products, how
to grow more food at home, getting kids into the garden, the
local seafood harvest, and animal husbandry.
The ICC is a community-based, not-for-profit
organization dedicated to supporting food production and
agriculture on Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands.
Members work together to raise public awareness about
local food security issues and towards their ultimate goal of
a sustainable, local food system for the region.
Funds raised from Defending Our Backyard-3 will go to
support local farms and the ICC’s Bastion Square Farmers’
Market. Over the last five years, the ICC’s Farmer Grant

Program has distributed over $22,000 to 16 local farms to
assist new and expanding operations with potentially
overwhelming infrastructure and equipment costs. 0

Orcas back in court

"From the first Blue Sky
Architecture have been
regionalists in the best
sense of the term. They
have been deeply involved
with the ecology and
topography of southern
British Columbia and its
wonderful interweave of sea,
forest, and rock ."

HELLIWELL + SMITH
BLUE SKY ARCHITECTURE

4090 Bayridge Ave West Vancouver BC V7V 3K1
t 01 604 921 8646 f 01 604 921 0755
bsa@blueskyarchitecture.com
www.blueskyarchitecture.com

SHORELINE
DESIGN

• Specializing
in water
Spe
access
over steep
acc
& rugged
terrain
• Fully insured
• Excellent
references

Peter Christenson • 250-629-8386
www.shorelinedesign.ca

Morton gets honorary
doctorate
Alexandra Morton was award an honorary Doctor of
Science degree from SFU on June 16. Morton is a BC
biologist and activist whose work linking sea lice infestation
in wild salmon to fish farming in the Broughton Archipelago
has drawn international attention and challenged both the
salmon farm industry and the government officials who
regulate it.
Born and raised in Connecticut, Morton began her career
in marine mammal research in 1976 when she moved to
California to work for dolphin researcher John Lilly. She
moved to the BC coast in 1979 to study a specific pod of
orcas, that frequented Johnstone Strait and Broughton
Archipelago.
When the first industrial salmon farms moved into the
area in 1987 she thought they were a good idea. But she soon
noticed what she interpreted as a collapse of the wild salmon
ecosystem due to the impacts of salmon farming and she
has since fought tirelessly against open-net salmon pens in
the archipelago. She recently led a 500-kilometre walk
ending on the Legislature lawn to encourage people to tell
their government they want wild salmon to survive.
Morton has authored seventeen academic papers and
published five books. Since 1984, Morton has lived in tiny
Echo Bay on the isolated central BC coast, where she
continues to monitor the various pods of orcas that swim
the waters there when she’s not advocating for the wild
salmon. 0

Conservation groups, represented by Ecojustice, were back
in Federal Court on June 10 after launching a lawsuit
against Canada’s Department of Fisheries and Oceans
(DFO) over the protection of BC’s resident killer whales.
If successful, the case will ensure stronger legal
protection for all of Canada’s endangered species.
The coalition, made up of nine leading environmental
groups, alleges that DFO failed to legally protect all aspects
of critical habitat for southern and northern resident killer
whales. Critical habitat is defined as the habitat endangered
or threatened species need to survive and recover.
The government’s own science shows that for resident
killer whales, critical habitat is more than just a place on a
map—it includes clean and quiet marine waters and
available salmon, their primary food source. ‘There is no
‘later’ for these whales,’ said Margot Venton, Ecojustice staff
lawyer. ‘Our killer whales need legal protection of their
critical habitat. They can’t live in a polluted ocean without
fish.’
According to EcoJustice, in 2008, DFO issued an
unlawful protection statement that sought to safeguard
habitat using voluntary guidelines and non-binding laws
and policies. In 2009, Ottawa issued an order for resident
killer whale critical habitat protection. The order, however,
fails to address the biological aspects of critical habitat,
including water quality, noise pollution and declining
salmon stocks. The coalition alleges that the government
has unlawfully interpreted its own law and breached the
terms of the Species At Risk Act.
The resident killer whales are made up of two distinct
populations that live in BC waters year-round. The southern
resident killer whales are listed as ‘endangered’ with about
85 members remaining, while approximately 235
‘threatened’ northern residents survive. Both species are
listed under Canada’s Species At Risk Act, which requires
DFO to create plans for their recovery and protection.
Ecojustice represents: David Suzuki Foundation,
Dogwood Initiative, Environmental Defence, Greenpeace,
Georgia Strait Alliance, International Fund for Animal
Welfare, Raincoast Conservation, Sierra Club of BC, and the
Wilderness Committee in the lawsuit, which has
implications for the more than 400 endangered and
threatened species listed under the Species At Risk Act. 0

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

JAKOBSEN

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

ASSOCIATES
Specializing in stone & quartz counters
Your island specialists

1625 Quadra Street, Victoria
250-388-9200
250-381-8551
simplycounters@shaw.ca

gazzola.tile@shaw.ca

C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes
K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com
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Round The Islands

Gabriola
Radio Conference
~ John Hague
Gabriola Radio Society's CKGI hosting of
the 2010 National Campus and Community
Radio Association Conference was a
resounding success! Over 100 broadcasters,
delegates and interested radio fans
attended, including reps from 30-plus
stations.
Great landscapes, great food, and
entertainment galore—not to mention an
early morning sighting of a pod of killer
whales—upped the vibe considerably! The
‘Camp Radio’ experience created
spontaneous and uniquely ‘gulf island’
networking opportunities during evening
sunset strolls and the late-night firepit
gatherings.
Gabriola’s conference also delivered
practical lessons from some of the best in
Canadian Radio, including ‘Double Dave’,
CKGI’s first ‘live broadcast’ on 98.7FM and
‘on point’ panel discussions.
‘Activism, Advocacy and Balanced
Journalism Panel Discussion’ featured
Green Party's Elizabeth May along with the
Sierra Club’s past CEO Katherine Molloy
sparked some serious debate on the role
that both advocacy and balance play in the

Li Read
Sea to Sky Premier Properties

makeup of radio content.
Workshops led by folks such as
Chris Straw, CBC’s New Programs
developer, gave the public radio perspective
while Paul Manley, Steve Pratt, Jay Mowat,
Ted Kennedy and others provided us with
advice from years of invaluable
administrative and journalistic experience
while other panels and workshops delved
into new media, technology, recording and
good old-fashioned but effective storytelling.
And from the other end of the spectrum,
Vancouver Island University Media Studies
instructor Marion van der Zon, selfproclaimed ‘pirate’ of the radio waves, held
some highly spirited (and packed)
workshops on the controversial and
sensitive area of non-licensed radio.
As one campus radio programmer
commented, ‘I learned more about radio
around the firepit at four-thirty in the
morning than I did this whole past year at
my station.’
Community, Campus, and Independent
‘Not for Loss’ Radio provides Canadians the
opportunity to participate in the best the
radio medium can offer while maintaining
the highest standards of independence.
Those in the medium believe and live by:
engagement, equality, diversity and—most
importantly—democratic empowerment
and the value of voices.
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250-537-7647

Mayne Island: Almost oceanfront
oceanview restored character home, 4
bed, 2 bath, excellent water supply, all day
sun, organic garden. B&B?
LiRead.com/1503.htm $836,000

Denman Island: Elegant 11+ acre
waterfront estate, 4 bed, 3 bath, cook’s
kitchen, wonderful master ensuite.
Amazing state of the art sep. workshop.
Walk to terriﬁc beach. A rare ﬁnd!
LiRead.com/1656.htm $1,590,000

Thetis Island: Beautiful oceanfront point
with dock. Sandy cove for swimming. 4
bed, 4 bath home, superb ﬁnishes. Sunny
& private. Enjoy the relaxed Thetis
lifestyle!
LiRead.com/1667.htm $1,950,000

Vancouver Island: Lowbank oceanfront
point (Maple Bay), 2000+ ft of oceanfront,
9+ acres, boathouse (studio above), lovely
forest, arable potential. An Estate in
Waiting!
LiRead.com/1426.htm $3,200,000
9eWijWbH[dW_iiWdY[(&'&

Salt Spring Island: Absolutely charming
authentic restored heritage home. 4 bed, 3
bath, gourmet kitchen, butler’s pantry.
Wonderful verandah decks. Ocean views!
Delightful!!!
LiRead.com/1666.htm $869,000

Second Sister Island: Private island, 3+
acres, dock, located in Ganges Harbour.
All day sun. Minutes to shopping &
services. Build your dream here! Excellent
long term investment!
LiRead.com/1170.htm $2,700,000

Email: LiRead33@Gmail.com
Website: www.liread.com
4-105 Rainbow Road
Salt Spring Island
across from Ganges Marina
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Bute Inlet power project
delayed
A massive project involving 17 run-of-river hydro
installations around Bute Inlet has been delayed (‘extending
the timeframe’) by its proponents, Plutonic Power and
General Electric (Bute Hydro Inc). The reasons given are
that the proposal was not successful in BC Hydro’s 2008
Clean Power call, and that further research into the
environmental feasibility of the project was needed.
The $4 billion Project, located 150-200 km north of
Powell River, was proposed to develop nearly
3,000GWh/yr of electricity. The 2008 Clean Power Call
sought some 5,000GWh/yr, and attracted proposals
totaling 17,000 GWh/yr.
As of May 6, BC Hydro had accepted 24 proposals
totaling 3,188GWh/yr, including Plutonic’s separate
214GWh/yr proposal for run-of-river developments in the
Upper Toba valley. These figures suggest that if the
Plutonic/GE proposal was to be successful, numerous other
proposals throughout the province would have had to be
rejected.
There has been considerable public pressure opposing
the Bute Inlet project. The original proposal anticipated that
up to 95% of stream flows would be diverted into penstocks
for power production, but research on fish volumes and
habitats has reportedly led to DFO requirements that more
water remain in the original stream beds. These could
materially change the potential profitability of the project.
Plutonic cite as reasons for their withdrawal of their
proposal the need for further data collection, environmental
BUTE POWER, please turn to page 11

Rainwater, Wastewater & Potable Water

TANKS & LIQUID HANDLING

TM

LOW PROFILE SEPTIC & CISTERN
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SEWAGE TREATMENT
SYSTEMS

1-800-665-4499
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DEALER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE
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in a relaxed setting
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250-655-4884

July Garden Calendar ~ Brian Crumblehulme
I have grafted all the trees in my garden with the
fairest grafts I have seen in a long while, and they are
beginning to put forth green; also I have dug another
garden and I have very carefully planted cabbages,
beets, parsley and sage and other goodly herbs; and
furthermore I have pulled up and cleared away from
it all the nettles, brambles and wicked weeds, and I
have sown it full well with many good seeds; and in
it I have likewise many fair trees bearing divers fruits,
such as apples, pears, plums, cherries and nuts, and
everywhere I have very well looked after them, and
yet all I have earned this week is 3 pence.
—14thC French garden manual
his long wet spring has been a kind of slug fest
around here though I've been told they make a great
tempura after a lot of Saki. Most of my flowers and
vegetables have survived with some leaf
damage but the bugs really cleared out
the early carrots. Crazy really, they eat
the carrots and leave the beets. Never
mind, I just keep sowing and will eat
carrots later. If you lose a crop to pests
sow again in another area. And it’s still
okay to sow many of the warm weather
vegetables in early July. Both bush and
climbing beans will grow fast and
produce from August on.
Don’t let a garden bed go dormant.

T

After harvesting spring vegetables or garlic for example, dig
it over, add some lime and compost and sow it again. If you
do not need the space for now then broadcast a green mulch
such as buckwheat or peas. They will improve the soil and
reduce weeds.
If you have not already started your winter garden do it
now. Sow carrots and parsnips, beets, onions and scallions
in any reasonable ground that does not flood or get marshy
in November. These plants will grow fast in the warm days
providing they have some water, then as the nights become
cooler they will slow down and harden for fall and winter.
In our climate most plants will be safe through December.
I leave mine in the ground after that but I try to remember
to cover them in the event of a hard frost.
Space is often at a premium in summer when you are
growing large plants such as potatoes and squash. But this
is also a fine time to sow green
vegetables such as broccoli, cauliflower,
cabbage, kale and oriental greens, and
salad greens like arugula and rapini for
eating in the fall. Later in the month you
can also sow hardy varieties of broccoli,
cabbage, kale and cauliflower for eating
in spring. All these vegetables can be
planted in a cooler back corner or on the
north side of the house and
WILD GERANIUM- Susan Banjavich
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JULY GARDEN, please turn to next page

BASI-VIRK TRIAL from page 5

A ‘publication ban’ prevents any of the media (or anyone
else, for that matter) from reporting what goes on when the
jury is not present.
Now the trial is proceeding steadily, but slowly,
interrupted by periods when the proceedings cannot be
reported. It will be further interrupted from July 7 to the
end of August for summer vacation, and for two-and-a-half
weeks at Christmas.
Estimates that the trial may be finished next April already
begin to look unreliable.

What the Trial May Reveal
Evidence may reveal the decisionmaking process that led to
the deal with CN. Questions about leaks during the bidding
process are less important than the unanswered questions
about those decisions and the long-term agreement
between the Province and CN. Those questions concern
whether the process was fair and above board; won
legitimately by CN over competitors CPR, Omnitrax, and
Burlington Northern; and whether it was a good deal for
British Columbians.
Or whether, as has been suggested, BC Rail need not
have been sold in the first place, and if it was to be, CN had
the takeover wrapped up and the other bidders were just
included to make it look fair.
This, of course, is the real significance of this case. It is
the important issue that may be answered by the trial. Was
the takeover fair or corrupt? And, if it was corrupt, who was
corrupt? The charges laid against Basi, Virk, and Basi are a
mere sideshow compared to these larger questions.
Whatever the result of the trial, courts will likely never
pass judgement on these larger questions. However, the
judicial process may well bring out the evidence that would
enable the public to judge whether there was corruption in
the billion-dollar deal—and who was responsible. However,
this can only happen if the public is informed and can fairly

weigh the evidence.

Who’s Judging Who?
The judicial process will judge Basi, Virk, and Basi. The
public will also judge them, and the public will also judge
the integrity of the judicial process: both through the lens of
the media, for this is the only lens there is.
Inevitably, the integrity of the media will also be judged.
(Readers familiar with the Bible will recognize the echoes of
Matthew 7:1.)
While the original RCMP raids on legislative offices in
Victoria were the stuff of headlines, the long, slow, grinding
processes of investigation, charges, disclosure, and pre-trial
maneuvering are not; matters surfaced periodically, then
disappeared beneath the media surface with nary a ripple.
So coverage of the years of pre-trial proceedings has been
spotty; the scheduling has been unpredictable, and the
proceedings often arcane and of interest only to legal
junkies. Occasionally, such as when the Crown wished to
introduce a ‘secret witness’ and had to go to the Supreme
Court of Canada to get permission, they have been unusual.
But because he (she?) was a secret witness, his (her?) name
was never revealed, so there was not even a good basis for
media speculation.
Now, with the trial under way, coverage is improved, but
it is an expensive exercise for media, and may require
investigative work well beyond the courtroom. This case has
already been going on since 2003; nobody really knows how
long any form of closure will take. And the media is still not
allowed to report much of the proceedings.

It’s up To you
And yet, for democracy’s sake, citizens must judge: the
accused, the judicial system, the government, and the
media.
If this is democracy, it’s not easy. And most people have
to make a living and raise a family as well.
Please stay tuned. The best source for current and past
information and comment is BC Mary’s blog, ‘The
Legislature
Raids’
at
http://bctrialofbasivirk.blogspot.com/. Robin Mathews and Bill Tieleman
report regularly.
There are links there to most of the other sources. 0
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Ferries need not seek alternative providers
BC Ferries are no longer required to seek alternative companies to provide ferry services.
The original Coast Ferries Act required the ferry company to put forward a plan each year
to find potential ferry operators who could bid to provide a ferry service which would
compete with or substitute for the service on a route presently served by the company.
It was probably thought that the threat of competition would provide an incentive to BC
Ferries to keep costs low and improve service.
Since the Act came into effect, the company has submitted these plans each year to the
Ferry Commissioner, and has invited competitive bids. In fact, the only alternative service
that exists is the passenger ferry run between Langdale, Gambier Island, and Keats Island,
and that was in operation before the privatization of BC Ferries.
As one of the changes in the Act made as a result of the passage of the provincial Bill 20,
BC Ferries are no longer required to seek alternative providers. In fact, they’ve given up;
potential ferry operators probably found that they could not make money competing with
BC Ferries on its own turf (surf?). 0
JULY GARDEN from previous page

transplanted in September. The really hardy
varieties of winter vegetables taste better
after a frost because they store extra sugar
in their cells as an antifreeze. This sugar will
revert to starch within an few hours of
picking so don’t pick more than you can eat
at any one time.
The flower garden is a riot of colour at
this season and I like to extend the
kaleidoscope through the spring garden as
well. When the poppies, iris and other early
flowers have faded, prune back the dead
stalks, add a little compost and scatter a few
seeds of schizanthus, Nigella or nightscented stock for a drift of colour and
fragrance in those long August nights when
the BBQ is on.

Recipes
In summer there are (he said hopefully)
some of those days when it’s too darned hot
to want to cook a meal. That is the time for
a chilled soup. Gazpacho is great when you
have a cornucopia of sun ripened tomatoes
usually in August. And you can always
throw together a salad dressed up with a few
flowers for colour. Try Nasturtiums,
marigolds, roses, geraniums, day lilies and
pansies. Your guests will be delighted with
the curious flower salads and then politely
push them to the side of the plate like an
overlooked plastic label. My guests eat their
flowers because I chop the petals into small
pieces like confetti and scatter them all over
the dish.
Meanwhile:
Salad Soup
I was served this bizarre dish one hot day
in Kazakhstan and it really works.
A bowl of salad stuff such as lettuce,

green onions, red onions, arugula,
cucumber and snow peas chopped fine.
Grate in a couple of carrots and a fistful of
radishes.
Blend together one or two cups of sour
cream and a bottle of club soda. Add a dash
of salt & pepper. Pour the liquid over the
salad and place it in the fridge to macerate
for an hour. Then serve. Goes well with rye
bread and vodka.
Tomato Bread Soup - from Italy
1 Tbsp Olive oil
3-4 sweet pickling onions
1-2 cloves Garlic
4 Cups chicken or vegetable broth
½ Kilo really ripe tomatoes, chopped
2 sprigs chopped basil
1 Crusty French loaf broken into small
pieces
Some cayenne or chillies to taste
Salt & Pepper
Blend the oil, onions and garlic with the
stock until smooth. Add all the remaining
ingredients and stir well. The mixture
should have the consistency of oatmeal.
Chill until needed. Serve with crackers or
corn chips and homemade red wine.
And for the morning after a really good
party:
Bull Shot Soup
2 parts beef consommé
1 part vodka or rum
A squeeze of lime juice
Tabasco if necessary
Gently stir all the ingredients together and
serve in a tall glass at room temperature.
Take before a shower on a hot morning.
You’ll need the coffee later. 0

Master Mariner

Relish the serenity of an inspired Pender Island oceanfront. Built with attention to detail,
the ‘full-log roof system’ brings strength and character, and defines the overall appearance
of both interior and exterior roof lines. 4036sqft on 1.24 acres, featuring 3/4 bedrooms
and 5 bathrooms over 3 floors. Perfect get-away offering flexibility, privacy, & luxury.
$ 1,399,000

Pemberton Holmes Ltd.

www.ianheath.net
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250-384-8124

•
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•
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Vancouver Island & Around Georgia Strait
Central Vancouver Island

‘HOLIDAY HOUSE’
B&B Motel • Rooms
Vacation Suites
FREE pICK-Up
20 min from Nanaimo Ferries
10 min from Nanaimo Airport

HERITAGE LADYSMITH
1-888-310-2299
250-618-5830
www.ladysmithholidayhouse.com
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Fully equipped 1&2 Bedroom COTTAGES
CAMPGROUND with showers & laundry
BOOK & MARINE CHART STORE
MARINA, transient moorage & fuel dock VHF66A
3350 Coast Rd, Gabriola

250.247.8931 www.PAGESRESORT.com

Salt Spring Island
Chamber of Commerce
www.saltspringtourism.com

July/August Breakaway Special ...
… looking for adventure, some relaxation,
a gourmet getaway?

Ocean Soul
Book Caffé
New and Used
Books

Stay 3 nights midweek & the 4th night is free!

Stop by for an
Ice Cream or an
Ol' Fashion Milkshakes

• Check-in Sunday or Monday • Based on availability

Open at 6 am Daily

250-246-1977
1578 Joan Avenue
Crofton

9100 East Saanich Road
North Saanich

www.roostfarmcentre.com
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MAKING BC’S NORTH COAST
SAFER FOR ALL VESSELS
The Northern Gateway Pipeline project will bring more than opportunity
to BC. It will also raise the bar when it comes to marine safety.
Marine Safety Enhancements

Safe and Secure Tankers

Benefits for All Shipping

Prior to arrival in Canadian waters, all
vessels will be vetted by independent,
third-party agencies and will be required
to meet Northern Gateway’s safety and
environmental standards.

All tankers that call on the Kitimat Marine
Terminal will be modern and double-hulled.
As well, vessel speed will be reduced in
marine channels.

Over the past 25 years, thousands of tankers
have safely travelled to the ports of Kitimat
and Vancouver carrying petrochemical
products. For Northern Gateway, three tanker
routes are proposed, all of which are existing
shipping routes. The shipping routes do
not include the inside passage. Any ships
travelling these routes will benefit from our
proposed safety enhancements.

Northern Gateway will install an advanced
radar system to cover important route
sections to provide guidance to pilots and
all marine traffic on the Northwest coast.

Kitimat

British Columbia

Custom-built escort tugs will be tethered
to and in close escort with all loaded
tankers to ensure safe passage through
existing coastal shipping routes.

Northern Gateway will significantly increase
the emergency response capabilities along
the main northern shipping routes, making
the routes safer, not just for tankers but
for everyone.

Oil Tank

Inner Hull

Outer Hull
Vancouver
Cherry Point (Blaine)
Ancortes
Existing
Tanker Routes

Master Mariners
All tankers visiting Kitimat will be safely guided
by certified marine pilots. These master
mariners know the intricacies of BC’s coastline
and work together with the captains of ships
to safely navigate vessels into our ports.

Seattle
Tacoma

Safe Routes
“Northern Gateway’s shipping routes can
be safely navigated by the largest ships
proposed for the project. In fact, at 1.4 km*,
the narrowest points of the Douglas and
Principe Channels have waterway-to-vessel
width ratios three times wider than Transport
Canada’s minimum recommendation.”
Chris Anderson, Master Mariner, Principal, Portplan

While docked at the Northern Gateway
Kitimat Marine Terminal, tankers loading
export oil will be surrounded by a
containment boom.

Douglas and Principe Channels (Kitimat) Narrowest point of waterway: 1.4 km
* Channel widths defined for the navigable section between the 36 m depth contour lines

Additional navigational aids will be installed,
such as navigation beacons, buoys and
lights throughout the confined channel area.
Port of Vancouver Narrowest point of waterway: 360 m

We’re building more than pipelines
We’re building sustainable communities through jobs and investment. And we
are doing it to the highest standards of safety and environmental responsibility.

To learn more, visit northerngateway.ca

SATURNA from page 3

RICHARD BLAGBOURNE & SATURNITA
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Saturnita
Saturna’s community-built replica
Spanish longboat Saturnina is resanded, touched-up and refitted for
the new season. She lives at the upper
store all winter in a lovely portable
shed that doubles as the summer
market venue. Richard Blagborne is
her keeper. Her spring launch
coincides with Parks and
Recreation’s annual Taylor
Point Row, Hike, and Ride.
About 47 people reserved
Hubert Surm’s hearty big
sandwiches which are eaten
together at Taylor Point as all
the row boaters, kayakers,
Saturnina enthusiasts, walkers,
and horse-riders converge on
this gorgeous part of Saturna
Island. Many participants walk
one way and boating home the
other. Parks & Rec organizes the
day and provides refreshments
and sandwiches.

Saturna Internet Service
Our Saturna Island Co-op Internet Service is undergoing
major upgrades and using dial-up is the only way to
function. I am so used to receiving and getting local
information via email that I have forgotten how we used to
do it.
I was reminded how when a number of us got together
to share a vegetarian dinner at the Community Hall. Before
this lovely meal took place, Judith Rees-Thomas stood up
and welcomed the assembled, and then took the
opportunity to make four general announcements.
Oh, yeah, we all used to be informed at the same place
and take the message home to our families to tell our friends
and so the news got disseminated.
A co-operative is run so differently from a big company
providing a service. When some remote corporate entity
provides your service you can argue with them over what
constitutes a payment; did you or they do that; and, if the
service fails, they fix it when they want to and you hardly
know who will arrive. Here, we know who is fixing it, some
of what their life is like (remarkably like your own in fact)
and being impatient when you, as a group, made the
decision to upgrade, is not reasonable.

WALTeR MACKIe
On June 12, Marie Mackie had a celebration of life for her
husband, Walter. The celebration was out on the deck at
the home that the Mackies had built. It was the first day this
year that felt like summer—the channel water gleamed, the
tide was way out, the air smelled of hot seaweed and salt
water, oystercatchers called, Tumbo Island was close.
Everybody came who had been part of the East Point
Community, Marie and Walter’s kids-and a grandchild or
two and Islanders. The Women’s Club catered a lovely tea

uniting Islands—big and small. It costs a
lot to keep a regional newspaper going!

Voluntary Subscriptions help
keep all this great news coming!
Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?

and people talked and
visited for several hours
and looked at a host of
wonderful pictures of
Walter and the family
through the years.
Leslie, Walter and Blair
talked about their dad
what kind of a man they thought he was. He grew up in
Ontario and loved the wilds and had all the skills to hunt,
fish and canoe. University followed. Walt was in the navy
during World War II.
Later, the coast, the ocean, building your own house and
boats was a great fit for Walt and Marie. While the kids were
growing up, the family kept a boat on the mainland and
came over in it every weekend and stayed all summer. The
boat brought them and sheets of plywood, lumber,
whatever the project of the moment was wedged in with the
passengers. Walter worked hard, worked well with people
and family and knew when to play. Obviously, his family
adored him.
When I first came to Saturna in 1970 the East Pointers
had their own traditions whether you were a year-round
resident or a weekender— joining Island groups, working
at the lamb BBQ, coming for a significant portion of the
summer, and generally retiring here.
In summer, someone came up to the store every day and
got the mail for all the families. Marie Mackie had a gaspowered washing machine and shared it with the ladies.
There was a happy hour that passed around between 6
houses and a salmon derby. Everyone had boats and
rowboats and fishing was a serious occupation and skill.
The women were all part of the Women’s Club, played
bridge together on Fridays—somebody took care of the
kids—and were a big part of the running of the Lamb BBQ.
The dads came out on weekends and stayed for a couple
of weeks in summer. It is reported that the Mackie’s were
the happening place! There was water skiing, fishing,
picnics, yakking and just fun.
Marie, is always so pretty, so lively, so present. She talks
about all the things you wish you could share in such a kind,
SATURNA, please turn to page 14

BUTE POWER from page 8

studies, and ‘due diligence’. They state that they will
‘continue to advance’ studies and permitting, and that they
strongly believe that the project will be developed ‘in due
course’. The company also notes, in a letter to the Federal
Review Panel, that the recently passed provincial Clean
Energy Act ‘has provided some potential future
development paths for the project’. The Act has removed
the need for Plutonic’s proposal to be reviewed by the
provincial utilities commission.
In addition, the federal government, which has now
passed Bill C-9 through the Commons, clearly intends
to weaken any environmental reviews it conducts in

the future.
Plutonic, for its part, have indicated that there may well
be some changes in their Bute Inlet proposal (‘uncertainty
on what the composition of the Project may be moving
forward’), and this may lead to them starting the provincial
and federal approval processes anew, under new and
possibly less stringent rules.
In the meantime, Plutonic’s original proposal in the area,
for development in the Toba/Montrose Creek watershed,
is still under construction; a large construction camp has
been built at the head of Toba Inlet. 0

MAYNE TUP from page 1

Steeves and the Islands Trust planners.
The MacDougalls’ lawyer has sent a letter to the Islands
Trust stating that Janine Dodds has a financial conflict of
interest in the matter as she holds the mortgage on a C-1
property in Miners Bay; and that the LTC should reconsider
the TUP and recuse her from the proceedings.
Mayne Island with its rich valleys has a proud history of
farming, including growing tomatoes under glass. The
MacDougalls have been farming on Mayne for 15 years
during which time they sold produce at the farmgate.
In 2001, they were a major force in the creation of the
Mayne Saturday Market, and have been active in Mayne’s
folk music scene. Mayne has been a vibrant locavore and
sustainable living island, evidenced by Island Tides’ ‘Good
Life’ column. 0

GULF ISLANDS WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Whole-house Treatment
• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria /
Hardness / Arsenic
250-412-1110 • 604- 630-1114 • 524 William Street, Victoria
250-339-6914 Comox Valley

www.watertiger.net

• make a good you contact for you?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?
If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our yellow
free boxes located across the Strait of Georgia
and from Victoria to Campbell River or, if you read
online, you can show your support and appreciation
by mailing a voluntary subscription of

($25 + $1.25 gst = $26.25) or an
amount of your choice to:
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0n 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!

And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of
you who have sent their subscriptions.
Keep those lovely cards, letters, and
emails coming, too! We paste them all in
our scrapbooks!

KITCHEN & BATH CENTRE
Bfine custom cabinets from MERIT

Carl Borgstom

Kitchen Designer

250-538-7133

Bkitchens Bbathrooms Boffices
Bdining & entertainment units
Bserving Salt Spring & the Southern

Gulf Islands

Mouat’s Trading Co. - Downtown Ganges,
Salt Spring Island
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Eco-Idea:

Finding safe
toiletries

Maxine Leichter, of Salt
Spring, writes:
‘Not long ago, I became aware of the hazardous
substances in many common soaps, lotions,
sunscreens and many other cosmetic type
products, even ones that are advertise as
natural. Then, I found this website:
www.cosmeticsdatabase.com. It is a wonderful
source of information on this subject. You can
look up a product by manufacturer, type of
product, etc. If you look up shampoos, for
example, then click at the top of the column and
it will sort them alphabetically, or you can click
on the rating column and they will sort from
safest down. Click on each item and it will tell
you the problematic ingredients, why they are
a problem, if they have been tested or not, etc.
I am slowly replacing all the products in my
house with safer alternatives.’ 0
ECOWOODY

Stay inside when ships arrive
Air pollution in James Bay, Victoria, may force some residents to stay
indoors—at least during cruise ship season. The vessels are cited as the
primary cause of deteriorating air quality in the area.
‘Based on the data in the James Bay air quality study, I have
determined that these occasional spikes in SO₂ levels (which occur at
the same time that cruise ships were arriving, departing or were
docked at Ogden Point) could exacerbate health conditions such as
Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease and asthma, particularly if
individuals with these chronic conditions are not managing their
disease well,’ said Dr Richard Stanwick, Chief Medical Health Officer
for VIHA, confirming fears of residents (see article ‘Cruise ships
pollution in Victoria neighbourhoods’, in our last edition).
The data varies throughout the seasons, so no longterm health
effects are anticipated, but Stanwick does recommend that people with
respiratory conditions consult their physician and avoid exercise and
perhaps even being outdoors when air quality might be poor. ‘Short
term effects such as difficulty breathing (wheezing) could occur in
susceptible and even in non-compromised individuals, particularly
during exercise when deep breathing would cause SO₂ to reach deeply
into the lungs,’ he said.
Both the air quality study and health assessment are available at:
www.viha.ca/about_viha/news/publications. 0

LET SUMMER BEGIN!—GULF ISLANDS SECONDARY SCHOOL GRADS 2010
Gulf Islands Secondary
Corey Abbott
Kyle Anderson
Kiseki Baier
Eli Balec
Sophie Banks-Bywater
Luke Benson
Connor Berkmann
Hannah Bielert
Molly Black
Raven Bleskie-Fetter
Aurora Bodnar
Courtenay Bolton
Michael Bradley
Eleanor Brouard-John
Kaity Brunt
Jada Buffett
Meghan Burgess
Troy Charlton
Silken Conradi
Rob Cronin
Amanda Crosbie
Sean Cunningham
Brodie Dailly
Freddie Dailly
Sarah Dann

Shannon Davenport
Maggie Davidson
Rebekah Davies
Ben DesRosiers
Cole Eadie
Tess Eddington
Philip Elsser
Ruby Erck
Tim Erdmer
Carmen Esquivel
Coleman Everest
Madi Fetherston
Gordon Fraser
Kaity Fraser
Rachel Fraser
Leilani Fraser-Buchanan
Lulu Fulford
Wyatt Fullbrook
Teighan Gajek-Leonard
Cyrus Galea
Allie George
Arden Giefing
Kirsty Girard
Davis Grasky
Jesse Grindler
Rudy Gummeson

Esther Halliday
Adriane Harkema
Melissa Henderson
Megan Henry
Evan Henshall
Carmen Herbert
Paige Hickman
Rico Ho
Lind-E Hoban
Christopher Hoffman
Marina Holding
Kloe Holmes
Kate Hosie
Avery Hunter
Alison Ingram
Hayley Jackson
Delaney Johnson
Ali Jones
Ryan Jones
Richard Jordan
Quincy Kay
Casey Knight
Anthony Konig-Dow
Ryan Kopetzki
Sonja Kornelsen
Moe Kurihara

Rose Lange
Reuben Leavitt
Shaina Leavitt
Diane Lehmann
Trina Leslie
Rowynn Lloyd- Butler
Joey Luna
Peter Luttmer
Kara MacKay
Heather MacDonald
Iain MacDonald
Callum Maclean
Bayley-Anne Marion
Alexa Matheson
Logan McLeod
Fiona McNinch
Ehren McPhee
Dustin McRobb
Keelan Meehan
Katie Melen
Deva Middleton
Clea Mihalik
Robyn Millerd
Yui Nakashima
Heidi Nash
Rory Opel

Brita Noyes
Nicole Pal
Alice Paveley
Keegan Pearson
Eric Peterson
Rebecca Price
Stephen Ragay-Cooper
Solomon Reece
Brontë Renwick-Shields
Jasper Rhem
Erica Rimmer
Jade Robichaud
Dexter Robson
Caroline Sandl
Dustin Saunders
Christian Savage
Oliver Schnare
Danielle Severn
Phoenix Simon
Chloe Sjuberg
Karen Slakov
Ethan Smith
Kayley-Rae Smith
Mike Smith
Alex Snow
Drew Storey

Sarah Stubbs
Joseph Sweetnam
Kiera Tak
Erica Tarissan
Justin Taylor
Danielle Topaz
Walker Tottman
Bronwen Trombley
Lukas Trstensky
Amy Tyshkewich
Dakota Van Hullebush
Bradley Watson
Allie Watters-Edwards
William Wilczak
Bonnie Williamson
Carissa Winter
Graham Wrigley
Braden Young
Bona Yun
Ellie Zerr

GISS AUDITORIUM ON SALT SpRING ISLAND
Photos: Henny Schnare, www.henny.ca

Turning the Tide - A Trip to Africa ~ Gloria Herbert

Gloria Herbert with African grannies.

I

n May, 2010, I was privileged to be one of 42 Canadian
Grandmothers from the Stephen Lewis Foundation’s
Grandmothers to Grandmothers Campaign to attend
the first international African Grandmothers Gathering in
Swaziland.
We united in solidarity with a beautiful assembly of 500
African Grandmothers from 13 countries, listened while
they shared their brave experiences as ‘parents’ of orphaned
grandchildren, as caregivers and as activists, and to
articulate their priorities for action. They discussed care for
HIV-positive grandchildren, the stigma of HIV/AIDS in the
community, food security and micro-credit financing as well
as social security, violence and inheritance rights.
The intensity of our day-time working sessions was
countered each evening by visiting, sharing African dishes
of food, dancing and singing which filled the great hall
where we all gathered. At the opening ceremony, the Queen
Mother of Swaziland, who presided over the evening, defied
the concerns of her security contingent as she
spontaneously got up and joined the dancing with us all. I
felt at times that I was dreaming, the experience was so
incredible and other worldly for me.
The Grandmothers in Africa are a Force, their spirits are
indomitable, they are the backbones of their communities,
they form the core of family and community-based care,

raising a generation of children orphaned by AIDS.
Imagine the determination it takes to care for three, five
or fifteen children orphaned by AIDS, with little or no
resources. Imagine the many trips every day for water and
firewood, and the backbreaking labour of working to harvest
enough food to eat, and perhaps a little to sell for money.
Imagine losing your own children to AIDS and becoming a
parent anew in your fifties, sixties or seventies.
Now imagine all of that determination, commitment,
ingenuity and hope coming together for one purpose: to
turn the tide of the pandemic across the continent, it was an
astounding gathering, dealing with an incredibly urgent
situation.
The African Grandmothers and the orphans in their care
gravely need our help, they do not need our pity or our tears,
we need to turn these feelings into action and offer our
support and solidarity.
If you are interested in hearing more about this historic
occasion I would be more than willing to visit your island or
area and give an informal presentation to raise awareness
and maybe get a local Grandmother’s group launched. We
have a lot of fun at our HUGGS group here on Hornby
Island and more importantly we make a valuable
contribution to the African Grandmothers cause.
I can be reached on Hornby Island at 250-335-2828. 0
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Vancouver Island
energy-from-waste plant
BC’s building trade unions have come out in support of a
proposal to build a waste-to-energy plant on the north-west
coast of Vancouver Island as a solution to the Lower
Mainland’s garbage problems.
Mark Olsen, chair of the Coalition of BC Building Trade
Unions, said the proposal by Covanta Energy to barge
Lower Mainland garbage to a state-of-the-art Energy-fromWaste plant in Gold River will create good-paying green jobs
and is the best way to deal with Metro Vancouver’s garbage.
Olsen characterized the Gold River proposal as a modern
solution to an ancient problem, much better for the
environment than landfills, and with the added benefit of
creating 100 megawatts of electricity in the process. He
noted that the project would reduce greenhouse gas
emissions within the Lower Mainland and the Fraser Valley
by replacing tens of thousands of kilometers of truck traffic
associated with transporting waste to landfills. The Gold
River project would also improve the greenhouse gas profile
of Vancouver Island by reducing communities’ dependence
on power from the natural-gas-fueled Campbell River
Cogeneration Plant.
He said stepped-up campaigns to increase recycling,
composting and reducing packaging at the source are all
important goals, but there will still be a need to deal with
the garbage which remains. The experience in Europe and
elsewhere demonstrates that Energy-From-Waste systems
there are a clean and safe alternative to garbage dumps like
Cache Creek.
Olsen also noted that the Village of Gold River as well as
the local Mowachaht/Muchalaht First Nations band
welcome this project into their community, to replace some
of the jobs lost when a pulp mill closed a number of years
ago. Covanta Energy plans to build its plant on the former
pulp mill site, and barge garbage there in sealed containers
from a transfer facility on the Fraser River.
Locating the plant outside of the Lower Mainland also
addresses concerns of residents in the Fraser Valley who are
concerned about protecting their airshed from pollutants
from the Vancouver region. 0

Bring your recyclaBles to us…
We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.
Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

250.539.2936
saturna general store
101 narvaez Bay road, saturna island

Call Us Toll Free For Quotes On
• Homeowners
• Commercial

• Farm
• Bed & Breakfasts

SALT SPRING ISLAND:
Mike Garside • 250-537-5527
1103–115 Fulford-Ganges Road

SIDNEY:
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
A2–9769 Fifth Street

BRENTWOOD BAY:
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
7178 W. Saanich Rd

OAK BAY:
Gary Law • 250-592-5544
112-2187 Oak Bay Avenue

SAANICHTON:
DAN OLIVE • 1-877-633-0877
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd., 2-7855 East Saanich Road

www.seafirstinsurance.com

Delegates gather for First International Grandmothers Gathering in Swaziland.
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Happy
Birthday ecostar Winner!
On June 2, the Capital Regional District hosted the winners
of this year’s EcoStar Community Environmental Awards,
which celebrate environmental leaders across the region.
The EcoStar Awards Ceremony and luncheon was entirely
paperless, featured local food and beverages, and honoured
nine award recipients.
Included in these (and
pictured here) is Water
Stewardship winner, Mary
Cooper (Mayne Island Integrated
Water Systems Society). The day
was also Mary’s birthday and so
a double celebration.
Mary Cooper is an active
educator in respect to water
conservation
and
raising
awareness of water use within
the Southern Gulf Islands.
Mary’s vision began on Mayne
which has quite a number of small water systems and grew
to include other Gulf Islands and the various agencies who
responsible for water conservation and protective
legislation. Her goal is ‘an educated, caring public that is
proactive about protecting water resources in the Gulf
Islands’ and her method is to: ‘facilitate, educate and lobby.’
Mary has taken many steps to ensure property owners
and visitors know the importance of conserving water. Mary
efforts have: brought together small water system
operators, organized public and technical workshops,
produced a website, created and installed educational
signage. Her fans include Southern Gulf Islands CRD
Director Ken Hancock.

On your Bike!
A group of westcoast artists love their province and love
their world. The four acts that make up The Malahat Revue
all share a love of Canadiana, drawing inspiration from their
homeland and featuring local imagery in their lyrics.
Friends in the music scene, Hannah Georgas, Aidan

Knight, and Said The Whale, incited by Jeremy Fisher (who
has toured across North America by bike three times), have
formed The Malahat Revue and have been persuaded to
take to the road on their bicycles, playing six shows over
twelve days from July 7-18. With only a single support
vehicle to carry drums and larger gear, the musicians will
rack up over 500 kilometers as they pedal from gig-to-gig
in a little more than a week.
Eight musicians together on stage, playing favourites
from one another’s back catalogues. Who knows what will
happen? One thing is certain: The Malahat Revue will be
the greatest show on two wheels this summer. Tour details,
‘What’s On’ page 5.

Cadmium In Shellfish ~ Pat
McLaughlin
The Association for Responsible Shellfish Farming and the
Denman Island Marine Stewardship Committee recently
hosted scientists Dr Leah Bendell, Professor Ecotoxicology
at Simon Fraser University, Dr George Kruzynski, retired
DFO scientist, and family doctor Vern Kemp. They spoke
to the community about the latest research on cadmium in
shellfish and its impact on human health. The subject is of
particular importance, given the concentration of the
shellfish industry in Baynes Sound, Cortes Island and
Okeover Inlet.
We learned that cadmium levels in oysters and scallops
cultivated in BC waters exceed the European Union and
Asian standards acceptable for import to their markets. In
2000 three shipments of BC oysters were rejected from the
Hong Kong market for exceeding their cadmium safety
guidelines of 2pmm. A subsequent survey by the Canadian
Food Inspection Agency revealed that BC oysters also
exceed the European Community export market guideline
of 1 pmm. BC oysters have a mean cadmium value of
2.63pmm. Currently the cadmium safety guidelines for the
US are 3. 7pmm and Canada has no guidelines.
Instead, a Health Canada advisory suggests 12 oysters
per month are a safe level for human consumption.
Because the cadmium level in BC oysters is generally too
high for export to Asia and the European Community it
could be assumed the majority of BC cadmium laden
shellfish are consumed by Canadians and Americans.
Not only does the existence of cadmium pose a health
risk to the consumer but it also has the potential to be a
serious problem for the shellfish industry. Up until the

Southern Coastal BC?

has got it covered!

Need to cast a
wide net for
your business?
’ wide circulation and
regional readership could make
all the difference!
With our huge 18,000 copy circulation,
our Canada Post home delivery, our yellow
s
C Ferrie
Ma p : B
free boxes, and our two-week shelf-life, our
advertising rates are very competitive. We out-market local weeklies (much
smaller circulation), and the dailies (no shelf-life) by miles.
On top of that our prepaid, and longterm ad series earn deep
discounts and keep you in your customers’ eye.
Big or small, black & white, or gorgeous full colour (our speciality),
Island Tides’ ‘cost per thousand copies’ is unbeatable. And you get high
visibility!
Our colourful pages, full of news they can’t get anywhere else and
fabulous photos, attract readers to your business.

Call us! You will be amazed how much further your
advertising dollar can go!
It’s summer — it’s time! Call Christa 250-629-3660

present, the presence of cadmium has not been considered
an issue by either industry or government. In selecting
appropriate sites for the industry, and approval of shellfish
tenure applications by government, reference to this
concern is notably absent. The consumer has a right to
current information about the health risks of cadmium and
the provincial and federal governments, as well as the
industry, have the responsibility to provide it.
So, what are the health risks? Dr Kemp who is a family
physician with an interest in occupational health, has
recently been assessing the risks created by high levels of
cadmium on the human body, especially through the
consumption of BC shellfish.
He reported that cadmium is a natural and widely
distributed toxin that has no biological function in the
human body. It accumulates over the years from the air we
breathe and things we eat or drink. We do not excrete all of
the cadmium we ingest and it builds up, primarily in the
kidneys and liver, as well as many other organs.
Long term exposure to cadmium can cause severe
kidney disease, osteoporosis, diabetes, vascular disease,
high blood pressure, heart attacks and age-related macular
degeneration. It is also a cancer-causing agent. The organs
affected include the lungs, pancreas, prostate, bladder and
uterus. It causes cancer by disrupting the body’s natural
defence mechanism at the most basic genetic level. Women
with low iron, pregnant women, children, smokers,
diabetics and the obese are particularly susceptible.
Different areas along the BC coast produce shellfish with
varying levels of cadmium from low to high. Testing of the
shellfish is the only way to determine the cadmium levels.
Leafy vegetables are also a source of dietary cadmium and
the cadmium residue depends on vegetable species, soil
chemistry as well as the type and source of fertilizers used.
Dr Kemp came to the following conclusions:
accumulation of cadmium in the body over the years is
what is damaging; the current acceptable maximum daily
intake level of cadmium needs to be reassessed; awareness
of the cadmium content in the foods we eat is important;
marketing of shellfish should only be from areas
determined to have low levels of cadmium in the shellfish
product.

Difference Makers Photo Contest
A new calendar sponsored by Pacific Blue Cross and the
Canadian Mental Health Association (CMHA) BC Divison
will highlight the issue of mental health. The theme for the
photo contest for the images to be used in the calendar is:
‘What helped you recover from mental illness? Was it a
good friend? A supportive family member? A pet? A special
spot to connect with nature? A replenishing yoga class?’
Contest entrants should capture the people, places,
animals and activities that have made a difference in
recovery from mental illnesses like: depression, bipolar
disorder, an anxiety or eating disorder or schizophrenia.
BC residents are invited to participate by entering their
photos at www.2010pbccmhacalendar.com. Include a 50word description explaining the story behind the entry. The
contest closes July 31. The winning photos will be featured
in the 2011 Pacific Blue Cross/CMHA Difference Makers
calendar and each receive a $75 Visa gift card. 0
SATURNA from page 11

human way that we all see ourselves in her words. (I saw
her at the Store, and after hugs, condolences and catch up
news she said, ‘Here I am, a grieving widow, with my
shopping cart full of groceries!’ Walter, inspired curious and
innovative, always had a project on the go—something
concrete you could do and be a part of. Together and
individually this couple has been a wonderful part of our
social fabric from the 1950s and Marie continues in our
midst for the summers.

Saturna Singers
On Saturna, though we have very talented individual
musicians who play individually, we have no regular bands.
What we do have is the Saturna Singers. Sharon
Schermbrucker, honoured choral conductor and singer of
renown, teaches and conducts 25 Islanders for about five
months every year. At the end of the session, they present
the community with a concert—a fundraiser for the Saturna
Island Arts and Concert Society. Last Saturday, we had 25
Islanders singing and 75 locals in attendance, which
represents fully one-third of Saturna’s population. I have
never seen a more joyful group. Sharon’s genius is her
ability to teach beginners and amateurs and to inspire them
as they experience their success and expanding skills. The
other part of her genius is to draw in talented Islanders who
are thrilled to accompany the group on electronic keyboard,
drums and cello. Each year the group gets more refined and
elegant while losing nothing of its original energy and
enthusiasm. The concert was a delightful for the audience
and obviously for the singers. 0
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MARINE

GSAAutoRentals
Bookwiththebest!
Pick-Upfrom
SwartzBayFerry Terminal&
VictoriaAirport

Monthlyfrom$625
Weeklyfrom$205
Mentionthisadfordiscount

On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings
• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710

Rent

QualityPre-Owned
Cars&Minivans

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788
terry@gsaautorentals.com
www.gsaautorentals.com

FREE!

Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up
also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

MOORINGS
INSTALLED •SERVICED
MAINTAINED

Chris West
Dive Services
250-888-7199
250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net
WAHL MARINE LTD.

Softtub-Canada's truly portable hot
tub. Uses regular outlet and approx.
$8.00 per month in hydro. Free Gulf
Island delivery and set-up.
www.affordablehottubs.ca
Orion Skyquest XT12 Intelliscope
Dobsonian telescope without object
locator. Tube 4’ 10” long, 50lbs. As
new condition, stored indoors.
Includes Plossl 10mm and 25mm eye
pieces. $875. Call John 250-539-2817
Comox. 16-1/2’ Double Eagle
runabout. ‘99 Yamaha 4 stroke 50hp.
Oversized karavan galvanized trailer.
Great boat. Excellent condition.
$11,000. 250-339-4398
Mayne Island. 1995 Saturn SL2, 4door, dark blue. 5-speed manual,
serviced engine trans & cooling
system, AM/FM cassette, cruise
control, electric windows, tilt wheel,
immobilizer. $1,400. 604-250-7259.
Salt Spring Island. Australian
Aboriginal art. Pintubi Dreamtime
paintings. Acrylic on Belgian
linen. Authenticity certificates.
250-537-1151, redochre@shaw.ca.
Saturna Island. 9' wooden lapstrake
rowing dinghy by K. Douglas
Boatworks #1100, spoon-shape oars,
canvas cover, white hull, wood
interior. Great to row, a lovely boat.
$1,900. 250-539-9920.

WANT TO RENT
Pender Island. Spacious, sunny,
one bedroom suite or cabin rental
needed long term basis with one
pet acceptable $750 inclusive
utilities. Jeanette 604-435-8037.

BUSINESS OPP
Mayne Island Kayaking for sale.
Great
seasonal
business
opportunity. Priced to sell. Contact
us at info@kayakmayneisland.com

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

S o l u t i o n s

d. a. smithson & sons

Well drillers
250-539-5252
250-478-6937

Richmond.
Dock
10’X30’
reconditioned concrete dock with
3x12 cedar rub-rail and new cedar
decking. Will sell as is or installed.
604-219-7998.

North Pender Island. Oceanfront
home for sale. 1.18 acres, hot tub,
electric gate, 2 suites, 4500 square
feet. Excellent condition. visit
www.penderislandserenity.com
call 604-807-5999.

Acreages Homesteads
start at
start at
$165,000 $235,000

www.lisamackay.ca
North Pender Island. House for sale
$295,000. 2607 Dory Way. 2
bedrooms, 2 baths. Open Saturday
and Sunday 12-4pm. Close to Marina
and Shingle Bay. 250-479-6156
South Galiano House & Studio on 1
1/2 acres. Garden, hen house, walk
to ferries, stores. Five minute walk to
warm sandy beaches. 250-539-5336

Quadra Island. Getaway cabin for 2.
Private, Panoramic, Peaceful
www.lunavista.ca
Quadra Island. Panoramic ocean
view, budget B&B. Pets stay free.
Email for more info and pictures:
oceanrest229@gmail.com.
Gabriola Island. The Maples
Oceanfront Estate & Farm, offering
weekly summer rentals. Great for
families. www.explorethemaples.com

HOUSING
Salt Spring Island. Sunset House
Independent living for seniors Five
suites to choose from. Meals,
tea/coffee all day, linen laundry and
more. Contact lucchime@hotmail.com
or 250-537-8560.

CE VAESE
N
A ROOFING
Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

S tanding S eam
m etal R oofing
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ƐƵďƐƵƌĨĂĐĞůŽĐĂƟŶŐ͗

ͲǁĂƚĞƌ͕ŐĂƐ͕ƐĞǁĞƌ͕ƉŽǁĞƌ
ͲŵĞƚĂůůŝĐͬĐůĂǇͬƉǀĐƉŝƉĞƐ
ͲƐƚŽƌĂŐĞΘƐĞƉƟĐƚĂŶŬƐ
ͲǁĂƚĞƌƚĂďůĞΘďĞĚƌŽĐŬ

ŵĂƉƉŝŶŐ͗

ͲĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů
ͲĐƌŽǁŶůĂŶĚĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ
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ďĞŶΛĨŽƵŶĚƌǇƐƉĂƟĂů͘ĐŽŵ

ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

Ship to Shore
Tree Services

Island to Island Arborist
• pruning • topping • thinning
• hazardous tree removal
• lot clearing
• 30 years experience
• insured
have boat will travel
anywhere on the westcoast

John Racine

250-388-2712

250-668-2186
info@shiptoshore.ca

Bulk Water Delivery
www.H2oonthego.ca
• CRD approved drinking water
• pool ﬁlling • dust control
• street ﬂushing • ﬁlm industry
• 3000 gallon tankers

• Heating
• Gas/Propane
• Plumbing
Sales & Service

reliable, dependable,
professional, over 20
years experience
serving all gulf islands

David V. Longridge

Journeyman Plumber & Gasﬁtter

250-737-1320
250-710-9002

• Pre-assembled • Portable
• Fresh or salt water • No scrubbing •
Can be left full or empty
• Fully insulated (requires less wood)
• Includes everything you need …
Just add water & enjoy!

www.alumitubs.com
Eric/Wendy Holtz

604.885.0646
alumitubs@telus.net
Soare Contracting Inc. Roofing
specialists, BBB A+ rating, licensed,
insured, WCB, Visa, M/C. Excellent
references. Roofers you can trust.
www.soarecontracting.com 250-474-7325.

Pender Island. Thelin Gnome Pellet
Stove, heats 750 square feet. Only
used a few times. About $3000 new,
only $1450. Call 604-807-5999.
Blue Slate and Ridley Bronze turkey
poults $14, hatching eggs $3.50
each. Can fly, mate naturally and
live many years. Ready at
Christmas. windrush@telus.net
250-537-4669

1-250-247-8364

Wood Fired
Hot Tubs

V. I. Hay Sales. Beautiful 1st & 2nd
cut Orchard Grass, 2nd cut Alfalfa
& Straw. Please call for pricing.
Delivery available. 250-248-7507.

Richmond. One piece molded hot
tub with seat, wood fired snorkel
stove, 6’ dia x 4.5’ deep. No
assembly, no leaks, strong, mineral
grey. 604-250-3541, ken@dico.ca

www.PropertyGuys.com
Listing #42981

Fax 250-383-2198

www.smithsondrilling.com

Pender Island. Pool/Snooker Table
8’ x 4.3’; 2 sets of balls, cue stand,
pool cues, 2 books, and rack.
Overhead lighting also for sale.
Excellent condition! $450 or best
offer. 604-807-5999.

Waterfront home &
guest cottage for sale
Gabriola Island
$989,000

Homeowner Grants
& Energy Savings Advice
1.866.381.9995
www.citygreen.ca

dasons@telus.net

Kuper Island. Gulf Islands organic
beef grass fed. No hormones,
antibiotics or chemicals. Custom
slaughtered whole / side. Phone
250-246-2425
or
e-mail
sam@foldedhillsfarm.ca

True Gulf Island Living
on Lasqueti Island
• Peaceful & free
• Off the grid • Artistic
• Eccentric!

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

FOR SALE
Howling Wolf Farm Thetis Island:
Pasture raised lamb for sale,
individually cut and wrapped Also
fabulous hand woven wool blankets.
250-246-2650 hwf@telus.net

North Galiano Island. 3 month
summer rental. Flexible June to
October. Three bedroom home,
wood heat, running water,
outhouse. In Therah Village
adjacent to Dionisio Park. $1200
/month. Resident cat needs
company. References. Gary and
Barbara Moore 250-539-2127.

GETAWAYS

N

Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No problem!

www.islandmarine.ca

REAL ESTATE

L

AUTOMOTIVE

harvesting systems

design, installation &
service
BoB Burgess

250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com

Property
Maintenance
and
Landscaping. Yard and garden, wood
and stone, odd jobs and clean-ups.
Saanich Peninsula. Tim 250-857-3677.
Island-Wide Painting and Home
Renovations. WCB and Liability
insured. Offering painting and
renovation services. Quality
workmanship. Please call Rick 250954-3942 or 250-951-6392.

• Water Wells
• Hydrofracturing
to improve Well yields

• drilling for geosource
1-800-746-7444
250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com
drill@drillwell.com
What is a property worth
without water?
Semi-retired
builder,
nautical
background and travel trailer
available seasonally as on-site
caretaker, maintenance, renovation,
construction manager on estate or
waterfront property. Exceptional
references dylanroberts@gmx.com

specializing in…
pvc deck membranes &
aluminum railings for
sundecks, garage decks
and roofdecks.
call dave Woode
contracting:

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288

servicing the gulf islands

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599
- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

Advertise: 250-629-3660
islandtides@islandtides.com

’Round! ’Round! ’Round! We Get Around!

G

reetings to Sidney readers who are receiving Island Tides in their mailbox this edition. If you would like to
continue reading Island Tides, you can pick up a copy at Thrifty’s, Fairway Market, Serious Coffee,
Starbucks, Deep Cove Market, Coast Capital Credit Union, The Roost Farm Bakery and Canoe Cove Marina.
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Glass Sponge reef closer to protection

Grant for Galiano climate action
The Galiano Conservancy Society’s
Climate Change Action Project is
receiving $2,500 from the Vancity
Community Project Grants program.
The grant will go towards an
investigation of options to reduce
environmental impact, expansion of the
Galiano school garden and ecological
restoration education programs for local
and off-island youth.

Other Area Recipients
Several
other
not-for-profit
organizations working to improve the
social, environmental, and economic
well-being of Victoria and the Gulf
Islands are also getting a boost from
funds totalling $40,500. They include:
• Centre for Non-Timber Resources:
Buy BCwild Initiative;
• Creating Homefulness Society:
Organic Farming Apprenticeship
Program;
• Mayne Island Conservancy
Association: MI Conservation and
Sustainability Project;

• Peninsula Streams Society:
Environmental Education / Restoration
Project;
• Saanich Inlet Protection Society:
Culture of Change;
• SeaChange Marine Conservation
Society: Community Outreach for
SIPAS; and
• Sierra Club of BC Foundation:
Going Wild! Non-Timber Forest
Product Education.
‘All of these organizations are doing
such incredible work in each of their
communities, and are well-deserving of
this funding,’ says Patrice Pratt, Vancity
Board Chair.
The Community Project Grants are
awarded three times a year by Vancity to
not-for-profit community organizations
focusing on climate change, social
economy and poverty reduction. The
next granting deadline is in September.
More information is available at
www.vancity.com/grants. 0

Living Oceans Society welcomes the
announcement by the Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans that the ancient glass sponge reefs on
Canada’s Pacific coast are one step closer to
receiving permanent protection.
‘Last summer I experienced the glass
sponges first hand while exploring the deep sea
in a submarine and I saw the crabs, fish, and
shrimp that made these sponges their home,’
says Jennifer Lash, Executive Director, Living
Oceans Society. ‘There is no doubt in my mind
that protecting these sponges is a critical step
forward towards ensuring a healthy ocean.’
The recent announcement of the
identification of the Hecate Strait/Queen
Charlotte Sound glass sponge reefs as an ‘Area
of Interest’ within the Pacific North Coast
means that Fisheries and Oceans Canada
(DFO) will begin the formal process of seeking
permanent designation of this area as a Marine
Protected Area (MPA).
Scientists have studied fossil records of
these sponges from the days when the
dinosaurs roamed the Earth. Glass sponges
were thought to be extinct, however, in 1987
the sponge reefs were discovered on the Pacific

coast of Canada (and extending into
Washington State), the only place in the world
where they are known to exist. Researchers
believe that the largest glass sponge specimens
may be 200-years-old. Sponges live at depths
of 165-240 metres and the reefs can grow to be
21 metres tall.
Glass sponge reefs are vulnerable to fishing
gear such as bottom trawling. When scientists
proved the that groundfish trawl fishery was
damaging the reefs, the fishermen voluntarily
stopped fishing in the area. In 2007 DFO used
the Fisheries Act to make the closure
enforceable.
DFO will now conduct consultations,
finalize the boundaries and set the
conservation objectives for the sponge reefs
with the goal of designating the sponge reefs as
a Marine Protected Area.
‘These reefs are unique and the
announcement is a great step forward for
marine conservation,’ says Lash. ‘Hopefully,
final MPA designation will be announced by
2012 and the glass sponge reefs will be
protected in perpetuity.’ 0
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