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Fridays are for
firetraining

The grand opening of a pathway from Blain Road to
Wildwood Crescent and Sharp Road took place on
June 24. The pathway was a project of a unique
partnership between the SSI Transportation
Commission, Island Pathways and the Trail and
Nature Club.
This pathway has been a long time coming. It was
the dream of Isabel Hunt who, about seven years ago,
sent Island Pathways a donation asking, ‘Please

Whatever night you thought ‘firepractise’
was held in your community, there’s an
extra one on Fridays this summer in the
Southern Islands. Not for firefighters,
this one, but for summer residents and
visitors.
Summer is, of course, the time of year
when residents nostrils are on alert for
the smell of smoke and, if seen, one
scurries to investigate. Worrying too is
that the huge influx of part-timers and
visitors may not understand the risks in a
wildland-urban interface area.
If you want to reach summer folk
where’s the obvious place? At the ferries.
This is just what Salt Spring and
Southern Gulf Islands’ firefighters are
doing. FireSmart is the name of the
Friday program being presented by crews
of firefighters at Swartz Bay ferry
terminal and onboard the Queen of
Nanaimo’s afternoon sailings. Now in its
second year, the program teaches
awareness and public safety, provides
general burning information to travellers
and creates a dialogue with the public.
The program is spearheaded by
Deputy Chief Mike Dine of Pender Island
Fire Rescue and Captain Dale Lundy of
Salt Spring Island Fire/Rescue, and

PATHWAY, please turn to page 12

FIRESMART, please turn to page 6

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

Tall in the saddle. Todd Bulled spent the afternoon adjusting and fixing children’s bikes at the Pender Bike Rodeo on June 11.

BC Ferries seeks 20% fuel surcharge
BC Ferries CEO David Hahn shocked ferry
users from Tsawwassen to Prince Rupert on
June 17 when he suggested that fare increases
up to 9% on major routes, and 20% on minor
routes, would be necessary to cover recent
increases in the price of marine diesel fuel.
Then he went further, to indicate that these
increases should be put into effect as early as
August, rather than waiting until the normal
increase date of November 1.

rack’ contract which added about $20 per
barrel to fuel costs, raising them to about $90.
Since that time, fuel oil prices have risen
further; they are currently about $1.16 per litre,
and BCFS’ fuel bill for 118 million litres is now
close to $137 million per year. The increase in
fuel prices would account for much of the
increase in costs charged to operations since the
company was ‘privatized.’

Fuel Surcharges on
Autopilot

Not all of the increased fuel costs have,
however, been charged to operations. Over the
past three fiscal years, about $95 million of the
additional fuel cost has been charged to ‘fuel
cost deferral accounts’, and much of it
recovered through fuel surcharges.
In principal, deferral accounts (there is one
for each route group) work like this: a standard
cost for each litre of fuel used is charged to the
route. Currently, that standard cost is 78¢/litre.
The difference between that cost and the actual
cost of fuel delivered to BCFS (currently,
$1.16–0.78¢ or 38¢/litre) is charged to the
deferral account for that route group.
When fuel surcharges are collected from
ferry users, the money is used to offset the
accumulated charges in the deferral account,
and is not counted as revenue. The rate of the
surcharge is set so as to reduce the deferral
account to zero in a specified time, thus
protecting the ferry rider, and BCFS, from
sudden fluctuations in both fuel costs and fares.
Initially, when fuel costs first started to rise,
the deferral account recovery target date was
set far ahead, so as to make any changes as
gradual as possible. The rules, however, provide
for recovery within twelve months, with
possible quarterly adjustments. With rapid fuel
price increases, this could lead to sudden fuel
surcharge changes.

This is because Hahn no longer has to ask the
BC Ferry Commissioner, Martin Crilly, for
permission to charge fuel surcharges on top of
authorized fares. Under the new rules for
Performance Term 2 (Commission Memo 24),
BCFS is permitted to unilaterally adjust fuel
surcharges for each route group whenever the
balance in the fuel deferral account exceeds 2%
of the annual tariff revenue. The new surcharge
rate is supposed to be calculated to eliminate
the balance in the fuel deferral account within
12 months. This was probably the basis for
Hahn’s recent statements.
BCFS does have to give 15 days public notice
of any change, but an application to the Ferry
Commissioner is no longer required since the
new rules were approved.

Steep Price Increases in
Fuel Costs
When BC Ferries Services Inc took over the
ferry system in 2003, diesel fuel oil cost the
company about Canadian $40 per barrel. The
ferry corporation uses about 1.3 million barrels
per year, so the fuel bill was about $52 million.
Since that time, the cost of fuel has risen
steadily and steeply. In 2005, BC Ferries found
itself no longer able to buy most of its fuel at an
‘Edmonton par’ price which tracked the price of
crude oil, but had to fall back on a ‘Vancouver

Fuel Cost Deferral Accounts

FARE INCREASES, turn to page 6

New pathway celebrated
on Salt Spring

Live fire training on South Pender earlier this year (see story page 2). One firefighter keeps
a tree wetted down while another uses foam to contain the flames at the house.
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Meeting the Enemy, Part Two: A Suitable Niche
Bill Schermbrucker
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ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
Fulford Tide Table Courtesy of
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AT POINT ATKINSON
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ire departments occasionally burn an old building, cockpit, drenching our bags.
especially in BC’s moist Gulf Islands where rot and mildew
Cassie kept the windshield from fogging up, and Darryl
and hopelessly leaking roofs make demolition by fire an shifted seats with Jenn to balance the load better in this
advantage to an owner. The training is invaluable: once the tempestuous sea. I was now less worried about wet gear than
building has been cleared of toxic materials, it can be used for about sheer survival and wondered how much of the heavy
search and rescue drills before it is completely burned.
pounding the aluminum hull could take.
Organisers hide dummies inside the building and light
The GPS showed us right on track for Bedwell Bay and soon
wooden pallets to produce lots of smoke and flame. Then the we landed at the floatplane dock at Poet’s Cove Resort (‘It’s really
Incident Commander (IC) sends in attack teams to suppress the Egeria Bay,’ David muttered). We hoisted our soaked hockey
flames, locate the ‘victims’ and bring them out. Next the fires are bags onto our backs, like elongated knapsacks and laboured a
‘knocked down,’ the attack teams debrief, and the organisers kilometre up the hill past the timeshare development towards
drag the dummies to new locations and set new fires.
Firehall #3, where Pender firefighters expostulated that they
As the Incident Commander’s urgent voice calls out the were just on the way to come and get us.
scenario over the radio, attack teams listen carefully for their
We changed into our heavy gear before setting off to the
instructions, and the next round begins. At a good day’s burn, fireground, and, exhausted from the climb, I put a boot on the
rotating teams mean that every firefighter will get hands-on truck’s step but couldn’t get myself up into the back seat. Jenn
experience with a full range of possibilities—including the leaned out and heaved me in, making me feel my sixty-nine
unexpected.
years.
At a combined Islands burn last January on South Pender,
Spalding Road was a hubbub of activity, like an outdoor
the IC decided to throw in a ‘mayday!’ call—a firefighter down movie set before the shoot. Mike Dine, Pender’s Deputy Chief,
with a heart attack—which put everyone into a panic. A captain was incident commander, and with various officers, he was
later complained that they’d been given no warning that there striding around talking on the radio as they got ready for the
was to be a simulation and everyone thought the heart attack was burn. We four stood waiting for orders, as did about twenty
real; to which the IC quietly replied, ‘A real mayday never comes Pender firefighters. Hose lines lay everywhere, connecting a
with a warning.’
cistern, a well, and a pond
In my fire training so
to two large red trucks
far, there have been
positioned fifty metres
three levels of meeting
west of the house. Two
the enemy: first, training
portable
1,000-gallon
hall simulations without
water tanks had been
actual fire; next, the livedropped beside the trucks
fire course in the
and were already filled.
concrete burn-building
On the south side, a tent
at the Emergency
sheltered chairs and tables
Response
Training
bearing coffee, water and
ground in Nanaimo (see
food. Beside it was a first
Going Live, Island
aid station with two smart
Tides, Vol 19, No 12). At
attendants, and next to that
live fire training, lying
a blue tarp on the ground—
down
with
the
the rehabilitation station
dangerous thermal level
where firefighters could get
descending toward us,
fresh air tanks for their
we learned how to
SCBAs
(self-contained
control fire by venting SATURNA TEAM: Bill Schermbrucker, Cassie Hull, Jenn Nilsen, Darryl Davies.
breathing apparatus), and
and short nozzle-bursts,
grab a drink.
and we practise reversing our instinct to flee and instead advance
There were the usual glitches—a pump that wouldn’t work, a
into an enclosed fire.
hose connector with the wrong thread—but just before 10am
And finally, the on-Islands training of this house-burning at Mike assembled us. He called the roll, making eye-contact with
the Greens’ property on Spalding Road, South Pender. Search each of us and confirming our training levels, and then read from
and rescue attack teams rotated throughout the morning. The his clipboard the assignment of attack teams. I was on AlphaGreens kindly provided us with lunch, and in the afternoon we team with Darryl and two men from Pender, so we quickly
watched the building burn down, surrounded by firefighters with helped one another to get our SCBAs on, and stood ready. The
charged hoses.
pallets were lit, smoke began rising through the mouldy shingles
This was the climax of the day. The roar and crackle of that of the old house’s roof, and our captain assigned us our roles: he
old house going up in tongues of flame amid trees was would lead with break-in tools, the other Pender man would
overwhelming to witness, as our officers moved about the site have the nozzle, with Darryl and I following to search for the
purposefully, monitoring the containment. The heat was so victim. It was a cold day, but I was already sweating in my gear
intense that spectators were ordered away to a safe distance, and eager to go. The command came, and we entered the house,
Firefighters with ‘exposure’ nozzles, tasked with protecting trees quickly dropping to a crawl under the smoke and thermal layer.
and equipment (see page 1 photo), were in full gear with air
Shrouded in darkness, barely able to discern the reflective
tanks, and face shields down.
tape on one another’s jackets, we made a right-hand sweep and
Four of us from Saturna fire department were at the burn. found the victim. The nozzle guy contained the flame with
Cassie, Darryl, Jenn and I assembled at 8:30am on the Lyall measured bursts, while our captain, Darryl, and I tried to get the
Harbour float , and David Rees-Thomas loaded us into his water victim dislodged from the corner into which the organisers had
taxi. It was a tight fit, and our large bags of gear had to remain jammed him. This was one heavy dummy, let me tell you. I read
outside the cabin. As I munched my breakfast apple, I saw the later that Pender VFD has a dummy weighing 190 pounds, but
rain pelting our bags, and shrugged.
I’ll swear this one was more like 250.
Then we rounded Payne Point and were torquing through
As precious seconds ticked by, the three of us pulled and
heavy waves in Plumper Sound in a strong south-easter; ocean dragged and tried repositioning the stiff leg, and eventually we
spray flowed right across Guillemot’s cabin roof and into the got him released, and then, crawling on hands and knees, we
dragged him towards the door. I remembered a previous
training course where I’d asked the instructor naïvely, ‘What if
you have to manhandle the victim so roughly that you break his
"From the first Blue Sky
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Architecture have been
regionalists in the best
sense of the term. They
have been deeply involved
with the ecology and
topography of southern
British Columbia and its
wonderful interweave of sea,
forest, and rock ."
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Traffic flat, earnings down for BC Ferries
C Ferries Services’ Financial Statements for the year
ending March 31, 2008 show no significant increase in
passenger or vehicle traffic over the past five years. The
corporation was privatized under provincial ownership in 2003
and at that time, a 25% increase in traffic was projected to occur
over the next fifteen years of operation. So far, this trend has
clearly not actualized, but BCFS has not commented on this
failed prediction.

B

Net Earnings Down
Meanwhile, net earnings, which had been climbing to
approximately $50 million in 2005/06 and 2006/07, have
dropped markedly to $37 million in the latest fiscal year.
BC Ferries has attributed this drop to ‘the significant cost of
new assets that came into service during the year.’ According to
CEO David Hahn, ‘This past year, we made significant capital
investments in our fleet, including almost $320 million of a $542
million project for our three new Super C-class ships.’
The first of these ships, the Coastal Renaissance, began
service on March 8 serving the Departure Bay–Horseshoe Bay
route. The second, the Coastal Inspiration, starting on the Duke
Point–Tsawwassen route this June. The third, the Coastal
Celebration, has just arrived in BC from its German builders.
Capital expenditures for the 2007-08 fiscal year totalled
$452.5 million, including $54.5 million for terminal upgrades.
Long term debt increased by $279 million to $1,029 million.
(The corporation was essentially debt-free when it was
incorporated in 2003.)

Revenue Increase Reflects Fare Hikes
Not Increased Traffic
In 2007/08, revenues increased 7.4% over the previous year,
with no significant increase in the number of vehicles and
passengers carried. In fact, there has been little increase in traffic
since the final year of BC Ferries as a crown corporation (before
privatization), but there has been a 31% increase in revenues and

~ Patrick Brown

a 23% increase in costs (not counting deferred fuel costs).
The lack of growth in traffic is in contrast to growth in
population of the areas served by BC Ferries. Population growth
on Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands, the Sunshine Coast, and
the North Coast has been about 6.7% from 2002-2007.
However, stiff fare increases and fuel surcharges may well
have had an effect on the number of ferry travellers. Information
from the FACC (Ferry Advisory Committee Chairs) suggests that
there has been a decline in full-fare travellers, but not in
discounted fare travellers (for whom ferry travel may not be
discretionary).
Looking forward, the billion-dollar debt figure will continue
to increase (there is another $220 million remaining to finance
on the Super–Cs alone), and the interest costs will have a
substantial effect on future costs. Will this lead to further fare
increases?

fuel requirements and the new fuel surcharge mechanism
proposed by the Commissioner for the next performance term
will add certainty with respect to the extent of fuel cost recovery
permitted through user fees. Nonetheless, while ferry services
are essential to the residents of the province and demand has so
far shown little price sensitivity, increases in user charges
through fuel surcharges and statutory fare increases would
eventually dampen traffic if sustained at the pace seen in recent
years.’

Future Financing
According to information published for investors in 2007, BCFS
expects to make capital expenditures totalling a further $1.2
billion in the five-year period up to March 2012. The company
projects that half of this will be financed by further borrowing,
and the rest from cash-flow generated by operations. Up to
March 2007, bonds outstanding totalled $750 million at an
average interest rate of 5.67%, an annual interest cost of some
$42.5 million.
With further borrowing of half the anticipated capital
expenditures, say $600 million, bond indebtedness would total
$1,350 million by 2012 and annual interest (assuming the same
favourable rates can be obtained) of $76.5 million.
The remainder of the company’s capital needs, some $600
million, are expected to be satisfied from operational cash flow.
But current EBITDA (earnings before interest, taxes,
depreciation, and amortization) may not be enough to satisfy
this need.

Investor Views
From its inception, BC Ferry Services Inc was designed to be
financed by market debt, and projections done as part of the
original ‘core study’ anticipated debt of three-to-four times
equity. It was important, however, that the company’s financial
performance appear sound, so as to inspire confidence in
bondholders.
The fact that the company: has a near-monopoly on ferry
travel on the coast, has a 60-year contract with the provincial
government, and is regulated by a Commissioner whose terms of
reference were to ensure its financial health, are positive signs as
far as the bond rating agencies were concerned, as they
commented in January about BC Ferries’ $200 million bond
issue.
However, Standard & Poor’s commented on BCFS’s ‘highly
leveraged capital structure’ and ‘passenger traffic growth risks’.
And, according to the Dominion Bond Rating Service:
‘Managing fuel costs is expected to remain the key challenge
going forward. The Company continues to hedge a portion of its

Ten Year Plan Needs A Rethink
Possibly increases in fuel costs (over and above recoveries
through fuel surcharges), coupled with some increased capital
costs, and the absence of anticipated increases in ridership, have
had the effect of endangering the original ten-year financial plan.
So clearly, the provincial government, the beneficial owners of
BCFS, which has a keen interest in ensuring that this ambitious
capital program is completed, may have to step in. ✐
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Ideal Southern Ocean Front

This Cape Cod Style home is perched on the
tip of a low bank rocky bluﬀ with a stunning,
panoramic and southerly ocean orientation.
It radiates a summery light ﬁlled atmosphere
that inspires creativity and renewal and would
make a spacious family home or retreat. 5
bedrooms and den, huge master, splendid
sun decks, stunning views & 0.85ac to
roam. Wildlife abounds; Orca are often seen
feeding just oﬀ the beach! Easy maintenance
leaves plenty of time to relax MLS 242264
$799,000

Surround Yourself with Peace

Sanctuary

This supreme ocean front home is a spectacular
oﬀering. It has 4 bedrooms, 5 baths, and is a
rustic yet modern home spacious enough for
large family gatherings while maintaining
the warmth of a weekend hideaway. The
interior with soaring windows and transoms,
hardwood ﬂoors, skylights, ﬁreplaces and
25’ vaulted ceilings exudes a welcoming and
sophisticated atmosphere. In addition to
breathtaking views, this home has a share in
268 acres and a shared 300ft deep water dock.
MLS 238660 $1,349,000

An intimate ocean front residence perfect
for either year-round living or as a tranquil
retreat for seasonal use. Over 650 sqft of decks
provide stunning panoramic ocean and island
views. This West Coast styled home features
3 bedrooms, 1 European style (two rooms)
bathroom, soaring windows, vaulted ceilings,
tasteful use of cedar and plenty of living space.
The house faces southwest, is sundrenched,
has a share in 268 acres and a shared 300ft
deep water dock. MLS 238626 $790,000
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www.ianheath.net

Gulf Island Properties
Visit www.ianheath.net
for more information
on these and other
stunning properties

Ocean Front Masterpiece

Breathtaking architectural masterpiece by
internationally acclaimed Ladi Holovsky.
Enchanting 2.13 acre, 920’ oceanfront setting
with two beaches and deep water dock. An
idyllic contemporary residence presenting
2,605 sq ft. 4 bedrms, 3 bathrms in open ﬂoor
plan. Floor to ceiling glass captures natural
light & panoramic vistas to south-west. Wood
is used in a superb display of craftsmanship
throughout. Spectacular decks & patios.
Spacious inner garden courtyard. Luxury
appointments. MLS 247246 $2,199,000

Serene

The Perfect Escape

A serene property ideal for either year-round
living or a tranquil retreat on unspoiled
Saturna Island. Absolutely private, timber
frame, 3 bedroom and den, 1600sqft+ home
on 5.34 acres in the middle of the Gulf
Islands National Park. Fir ﬂoors, french
doors, cathedral ceilings, exposed beams,
skylights, metal roof, enamel wood stove.
Dream of a cottage escape and this is what
comes to mind. Zoning allows for a second
cottage. MLS 240173 $449,000

Interior pics soon.This is a superlative property.
Luxury ocean front home, 22ac, stunning
architecture, 1800ft of oceanfrnt, pano.views,
adt’l cottage, subdivision possibilities, private
beaches-the list is endless. The 3,880sqft
home was arch.designed and built using the
best of the best - a showcase of west coast
style & relaxed gulf island living. The 22 acres
are diverse with deer proof gardens, beaches,
tide pools, ponds, meadows, cedar forests,
outbuildings and hiking trails. It doesn’t get
better than this. MLS 244878 $3,950,000

477-1100

©

We’re all about the Islands
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

NANAIMO

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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SALISH SEA’S ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY NEWSPAPER

14,000 print copies delivered to
Gulf Islands’ households

3,500 print copies on the Ferry Routes, in
Sidney, Victoria & north of the
Malahat to Nanaimo
7,500 online readers each month
www.islandtides.com
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The following letter was sent to Salt Spring’s CRD Director and
copied to Island Tides for publication.
Dear Mr Holman:
If the provincial government wants to have bragging rights to
being a friend of the environment, in addition to giving
ratepayers a much better break after taxes, it can be as simple as
giving Salt Spring Island a real break—a bus that serves the
whole island, in distinction to the Fulford and Vesuvius areas
currently served.
We at the northern end and in many residential parts of the
Island are left swinging in the dark with most of us singlepersons-per-car contributing to pollution and high fuel prices
simply because there is no common carrier service for us.
If we had bus service, the bus would pay for itself in no time
by the following: every Tuesday could be the ‘Shoppers Express’
to go to GVM’s 10% off day when the entire Island lines up for
the reduction in food prices, and the ‘Saturday Market Express,’
when one has to get to town early to find a parking spot.
Promoting a ‘Saturday Market Express’ bus to meet each
ferry at the Fulford–Swartz Bay run during the summer will
attract more visitors to Salt Spring Island. The visitors will find
not having to look for a parking spot will enable them to spend
more time on Salt Spring with less angst. A notice can be placed
in the Times Colonist newspaper and on BC Ferries website to
promote this timely service.
The feasibility is there, the need is there, can not the
provincial will be there?
We are a mature civilized society that desperately wants to
help the climate without growing food to feed automobiles.
Please put a smile on our faces when we queue up at the end
of June to ‘pay our share’ in property taxes.
Barbara Caves, Salt Spring Island

Tel: 250-629-3660 • Fax: 629-3838

Percy Schmeiser to Visit Salt Spring

Email:news@islandtides.com & islandtides@islandtides.com

Dear Editor:
Though many crises beset our planet, the one involving
genetically engineered food has lost none of its importance.
Fortunately, determined people like Percy Schmeiser are
pouring effort and imagination into increasing our awareness of
the problems that genetically engineered crops can create, and
devising strategies to check this unproven technology.
Percy, after his protracted battle with Monsanto over
genetically engineered canola, has gone on to educate people on
an intercontinental scale. We are fortunate that he will return to
Salt Spring Island on Monday, July 7 at 7pm in Meaden Hall. He
will be joined by food activists Tom Rudge, Colin Palmer and
Josh Brandon. Island musicians Phil Vernon and Bill Henderson
are preparing original songs to greet them.
Salt Springers for Safe Foods is the host for this event.
Admission by donation sweetens the taste. Enthusiastically,
Maggie Schubart, Salt Spring Island

Deadline: Wednesday between Publications
Off-Island Canadian Subscriptions $42
Voluntary Mail & Box Pick-up Subscriptions $26.25
International Subs: $60.00 • Free online in PDF format

Victoria Wood Studio
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Phone 250-652-4484
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BOB BURGESS
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Corky Thanked
Dear Editor:
I was just writing to thank Corky Evans for his visit to our
farming community of Pender Island, and tell him of all the
wonderful feedback I have gotten from those who came to listen
and be inspired by him recently, and then I found out he was
ending his time in BC politics.
I was so surprised, because after talking to him, and listening
to him and reading his insightful speeches in the Island Tides, I
was sure his announcement would be to run as leader of the
NDP. I know other people were wishing for that, too, but maybe
he is just ahead of his time.
I thought for sure he was going to take his own advice about
running for office ‘just run like you don’t even care if you win, just
say what you think, what is right, what everyone wants to hear
and make your opponent rise to the challenge, then hope like hell
that you don’t win and you can go back farming, and then the
other guy will have to live up to all the promises you forced him
to make.’ All the best, Corky,
Barbara Johnstone Grimmer, Pender Island

Eggxactly!
Dear Editor:
Having read your egg sales article about Gabriola’s Saturday
market in the June 12 Island Tides, I thought you should hear
Salt Spring’s experience. We need to stand together against such
stupid bullying.
Two or three years ago one of our local farmers was also told
that he could no longer sell his eggs at the Salt Spring Saturday
market. Quite a number of the venders placed egg cartons on
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their stalls to suggest that eggs were being sold by more than the
farmer who was being targeted by the VIHA bureaucrats. Many
people turned up to surround the farmer and prevent him from
being approached by the inspectors. After standing around
discussing the situation, the aliens departed.
The Raging Grannies had been notified the evening before
and turned up with egg carton hats and two hastily written
songs. Whether the musical talent of the Grannies put off the
officials or whether the local opposition made VIHA re-think its
position, the farmer was allowed to continue selling his eggs at
the market for the rest of the summer. I have not noticed
anyone selling eggs this year but intend to look next Saturday.
Below are the Grannies’ literary creations:
Lost Eggs Song
Oh where oh where will our eggs all go?
Oh where oh where will they be?
If the by-laws stand and our eggs are banned
Our tummies will all empty be!
Oh where oh where will our eggs all go?
Oh where, oh where will they be?
If an earthquake comes or the ferries fail
Our tummies will all empty be!
My Eggies Lies over the Ocean
Salt Spring has a great farmers’ market
To which people come from afar
But now the bureaucracy mandates
That fresh eggs it will now bar.
Chorus
Oh woe! Oh no!
No more eggs fresh from the hens, the hens.
Oh woe! Oh no!
No more hens, just empty pens.
Salt Spring could be food self-sufficient
In case an emergency rose
But if farmers cannot sell their produce
They’ll just stay in bed and they’ll doze.
Good luck to Gabriola and to any other farmers markets
whose egg sales are in danger.
Audrey Wild, Salt Spring Island
Ed’s Note: Thanks Audrey. Indeed the story gets stranger and
stranger. I was somewhat misinformed about the details of the
the ‘Egg Stand-Off” and Anna kindly sets us straight below. In
fact you will see that the regulations are even sillier than at first
take. Read on…

Anna & The Eggs
Dear Editor:
I am not an egg producer, nor do I sell farm eggs at the market
or the farm gate. Actually, I don’t even own a farm.
I have been involved in running the kitchen at the Farmer’s
Market here for the last seven years and one of our popular menu
items is a fried-egg-sandwich made with farm eggs. This year
however, farm eggs have entered the forbidden territory along
with a litany of newly enforced regulations by the new health
inspector. I rightly suspected this egg prohibition to be a power
and control issue (eggs must be purchased at an ‘approved’
outlet and must be graded for the consumption of customers,
even if they prefer the former).
This outrageous hypocrisy has led me to challenge said
regulations, hence I would not receive a permit for my venue
(another new and costly feature for the same thing I did in
previous years, successfully), hence the warning I was served by
said Health Inspector in person, to immediately close down my
operation, which I did not do, with the full support of all the
people present.
The support for this is big and growing. Who knows where
and how it will end up. Of all things, can you imagine
criminalizing a person for selling cooked farm eggs at a local
Farmers Market?
Anna Bauer, Gabriola Island

Reservations Change Fee Absurd
Dear Editor,
These days Islanders are getting a bit ticked-off with the repeated
fare hikes made by BC Ferries (fuel surcharges are a fare hike).
Let me add fuel to the fire. As you know, BC Ferry Services Inc
charges a ‘service’ fee of $25 for cancellations made seven days
or less before the scheduled sailing time. While this amount is
very steep, and will often amount to $50 in practice (Don’t forget
the return trip!), the nine-dollar charge imposed for a change to
a reservation is definitely unfair and is actually illogical.
Let me explain. I am in the process of moving from
Richmond to Pender Island. I recently had to change a
reservation for a sailing from Otter Bay to Tsawwassen. The
sailing was exactly two weeks away. I imagined at the time that
the nine-dollar change fee applied only if I did this one week or
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Mike Garside • 250-537-5527
1103–115 Fulford-Ganges Road

SIDNEY:
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
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DAN OLIVE • 1-877-633-0877
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd., 2-7855 East Saanich Road

www.seafirstinsurance.com

autoplan

Sandy Noble

First-time buyers
Debt consolidation
No fee for consultant services

Mortgage Consultant
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‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words
Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

Friday, June 27

Saturday, July 5

Children’s Author Book Reading—Judy Moody, author of
Golden Eye and the Deadly Dancer, a magical adventure set on
Salt Spring Island • Salt Spring Books • 6:30pm • Info: 250-5372812 www.goldeneyeadventures.com • ON SALT SPRING
ISLAND

Ed Peekeekoot—Mayne Island Music Society presents multi
instrumentalist from the Ahtahkahkoop Cree First Nation, now
residing in Crofton; Native flute, guitar instrumentals, ‘footstomping fiddle’, banjo, with songs and spoken word, country to
folk to jazz • Agricultural Hall • 7:30 pm • Tickets: $12 advance at
Happy Tides, $15 at the door • ON MAYNE ISLAND

Saturdays t i l l S e p t e m b e r
Galiano Saturday Market—come rain or shine—eat great
food, listen to music and support the local economy; a little bit of
everything: arts and crafts, market gardeners, healing arts and
fleamarket • Lions Park, Burrill Road • 10am–2pm • Info: Andrea,
250-539-3700 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Till Monday, June 30
Advance tickets sales deadline for
Vancouver Island Musicfest—(event July
11–13) • Advance Weekend Passes: Adults
$119, Seniors $88.25, Youth, $60.75 • Tickets:
1-866-898-8499, website, or Fascinating
Rhythms (Nanaimo); Timbuktu Music
(Qualicum Beach); Sound Advice Music Shop
(Port Alberni); Sound Advice Music Shop, IHos Gallery, Sid Williams Theatre (Courtenay)
www.islandmusicfest.com • COMOX VALLEY

Monday, July 7
Making BC genetically engineered free: a speakers’
tour—Salt Springers for Safe Foods present Percy Schmeiser,
who fought Monsanto, joined by GE-free activists Tom Rudge,
Colin Palmer and Josh Brandon to discuss the international
implications of this vital food matter • Meaden Hall • 7pm •
Marian Hargrove, 250-537-864; or Roger Middleton, 250-5375628 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, July 12

• Info:

Tuesday, July 1, Canada Day
Celebrate Canada’s Birthday at Commonwealth Pool—
kids carnival, cake, ice cream eating contest, kayaking, tattoos,
waterslide, waves, and diving boards • Everyone Welcome swim:
1-5pm, cake cutting ceremony: 3pm • 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right
off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • Admission: $2.25/person
includes games and cake • Info: 24-hour Swim Info-line 250-4757620 • IN SAANICH

Tuesday, July 1, Canada Day
Saturna Island Lamb Barbeque-traditional lamb dinner,
children’s games, live entertainment, beer garden, arts and crafts,
moorage at Winter Cove, free shuttle to/from ferry dock (sorry, no
dogs); water-taxi shuttle from Hope Bay, Pender Island, $15 each
way, call 250-539-3211 or 604-377-5385 • Winter Cove Park •
Grounds open 10am-4:30pm; dinner served 2-3pm • Dinner
tickets: Adults $20, Children 12-&-Under $10 • Info:
mgaines@saturnacan.net, www.saturnalambbarbeque.com, 250539-2452 • ON SATURNA ISLAND

Friday, July 4
Medicine Beach Celebration—Pender Islands Conservancy
Association invites everyone to bring a picnic lunch and enjoy
Pender’s very own nature sanctuary; a family event • Medicine
Beach • 11 am-1pm • ON PENDER ISLAND

Friday, July 4
‘Rock The Boat’ Day of Action—Join in
festive solidarity with Cortes, Denman, Haida
Gwaii, Hornby, Gabriola, Quadra and other
ferry-dependent communities at the ferry
terminal nearest you; roll back escalating
ferry fares/reinstate adequate government
subsidization of our marine highway, an essential service!
www.willthomasonline.net (click ‘rock the boat’) • ON THE COAST

Saturday, July 5 & Sunday, July 6
Organic Islands Festival—over 100 vendors, food sampling,
children’s activities; presenters: farmer/activist Percy Schmeiser,
author Carolyn Herriot, chef Bill Jones; keynote
speaker Jyoti Stephens ‘Organic & Beyond’; music
by Mae Moore & Lester Quitzau, Jeremy Fisher,
Shane Philip, Hayley Sales, and Brad Prevedoros •
Glendale Gardens, 10am–5pm • Tickets: Adults
$10, Seniors/Youth $7.50, Under-12 free, Family
pass $25 • Info: www.organicislands.ca or 250
658-8148 • IN VICTORIA

islandtides@islandtides.com 250-629-3660
LETTERS from previous page
less ahead of the sailing, yet the clerk on the phone told me there
would be a nine-dollar charge even if I changed a booking several
months ahead of time! After I hung up, I realised that if I had
simply cancelled the reservation and then made a new one, I
would have been charged nothing, since the cancellation would
have been more than one week ahead of the sailing. I phoned
back, and another clerk confirmed my realization. I have lodged
a complaint with BC Ferry Services, but more people need to
complain to the corporation about this ridiculous fee.
Michael Plumb, Richmond, soon to be Pender Island

Septic Survey On A Wasteful Track
The following letter was sent to the Outer Gulf Island’s CRD
Director and copied to Island Tides for publication.
Dear Susan De Gryp:
I received the CRD survey on septic use and testing, etc and the
possibility of a bylaw to require regular maintenance of our
septic, all with an increase on our taxes and increased costs to
meet the proposed requirements. Whooooah!
The CRD has its hands full fixing the waste disposal problem in
Victoria—which is also where the septic trucks would go to dump,
I presume—and I received a notice from the provincial
government today that will require all new construction by 2010 to
have greywater diversion devices and use a purple pipe system that

Saint Mary Magdalene Church Fair ‘Klondike Daze’—a
traditional Church Fair since 1989, complete with children’s
games, beard growing contest, food, music, fun for the whole
family • St Mary Magdalene Church Grounds, Miners Bay •
10:30am–3pm • Admission free • Info: Pat Gasston 250 539-5519
• ON MAYNE ISLAND

Saturday, July 12
Bard to Broadway’s Third Annual Garden & Home
Tour—spectacular, never before viewed gardens and many
stunning homes including locations in Qualicum Beach,
Parksville and Nanoose; gardens feature musicians, artists and
master gardeners • 10am–4pm • Tickets: $20 per person + gst @
B2B Box Office (Parksville), Coast Realty Group (Qualicum
Beach), Visitor Centres (Parksville and Qualicum Beach) • Info:
250-248-0444, 1-877-752-6813 • OCEANSIDE REGION,
VANCOUVER ISLAND
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Giving families a boost
While new child passenger safety laws take effect on July 1, not
all families will have access to proper child car seats and booster
seats for their children. Each year in British Columbia over 1,300
children under 9-years-of-age are injured or killed in motor
vehicle collisions (roughly equivalent of 5 elementary schools).
In BC there are 360,000 children between birth and 9-yearsold who require proper child passenger safety restraints. For
some families, the cost of purchasing a child car seat is a
financial obstacle. More than 20% of BC children are living in
poverty, which means there is little left in the family budget for
anything after paying for food, shelter and clothing. In rural
areas, without public transportation, driving a car or accepting
rides is a necessity.
The BCAA Traffic Safety Foundation is working to bridge the
gap by providing child car seats and booster seats to low-income
families across BC—and they need your help. Make a donation
to the ‘Child Car Seat Fund’ and the foundation will match your
donation, dollar for dollar.
‘We’ve set aside $100,000 to match gifts from donors to
purchase child car seats and distribute them primarily through
family resource programs in every region of the province,’ stated
Allan Lamb, executive director of BCAA Traffic Safety
Foundation.
To make a donation or get more information, contact the
BCAA Traffic Safety Foundation at 1-877-247-5551 or visit
www.ChildSeatInfo.ca. ✐

Thurs, Fri, Sat July 17, 18, 19
ArtSpring Treasure Fair—lots of great items available at the
Silent Auction, Live Auction, Cash 'n Carry Room & Community
Flea Market • ArtSpring, 100 Jackson Avenue, Ganges • Tickets:
free but reserve 250-537-2102, toll-free 866-537-2102,
www.artspring.ca • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Till Thursday, July 24
Advance tickets sales deadline for
24th
Annual
Islands
Folk
Festival—(Event July 25, 26 & 27 at
Providence Farm, Duncan) • Advance
Weekend Passes: Adults $75, Teens $65 • Tickets: charge by
phone at Cowichan Folk Guild 250-748-3975 or buy at Music
Maxx (Nanaimo), Bob’s Music (Ladysmith), Dancing Bean Café
(Chemainus), Valley Video (Cobble Hill and Shawnigan Lake) and
Gordie’s Music, (Victoria) • Info: www.folkfest.bc.ca • IN
DUNCAN

Saturday, August 9
Galiano Wine Festival-wines
from up-and-coming local producers
and around the world; local cheese to
taste and purchase; music by Brad
Prevedoros; raffle, silent auction,
refreshments, souvenir crystal wine glass; fundraiser for the
Galiano Health Centre • Lions Park • 1-4pm • Tickets: $30 @ door
or Jacques Roy 1-250-539-5976 jacques_roy@shaw.ca • Info:
www.galianoisland.com • ON GALIANO ISLAND

separates potable water from greywater, for greywater re-use.
We should also be encouraging composting toilets and other
water-saving efforts instead of the wasteful septic systems and
sewer systems now in place. I would suggest the the CRD spend
some time and effort in researching the available options and the
new plans the provincial government has, before they hastily
force us into a wasteful situation.
Barbara Johnstone Grimmer

Paramedic Appreciation
Dear Editor:
‘Can you tell me what’s wrong?’ It’s a question BC Ambulance
Service (BCAS) paramedics and dispatchers ask a hundred times
a day.
If you have ever called an ambulance you will have
experienced professionalism and dedication of the BCAS

26 Annual
th

*

Tickets August 14-17
now
on sale

Saturdays, July 19 & 26
Pender Film Group Screenings—SAT JULY 19: The Singing
Revolution (2006)—Between 1986 and 1991, Estonians used
songs to free themselves peacefully from decades of Soviet
occupation; SAT JULY 26: Up the Yangtze (2007) contested
symbol of the Chinese economic miracle, the Three Gorges hydroelectric dam, provides the backdrop for life inside modern China
• All shows 7:30pm • Community Hall • Admission by donation •
Info: www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND
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John Schreiner
Drew Hayden Taylor
tel: 604.885.9631
Hal Wake
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Rex Weyler
Zoe Whittall
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IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1
What is a
property worth
without water?

• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING
TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

Drilling the Islands since 
 
SSI:   
www drillwell com drill@drillwell com

GULF ISLANDS WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS

BOLD AND BEAUTIFUL
$1,575,000

Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water

Sweeping ocean views and beautiful terraced
gardens on almost 2 acres of land. 3 bedrooms +
office. Elegant great room with 23ft ceilings and
cantilevered stair case. 1bedroom guest house.
Built Green - local timber and locally milled to
reduce carbon footprint and 1500 gallon rain
catchment system. Custom iron work and railings
throughout the house.

• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
250-412-1110 • 604- 630-1114 • 320 • Mary Street, Victoria

www.watertiger.net

*

www.writersfestival.ca

LETTERS, please turn to page 15

• Whole-house Treatment

*

Page 6, ISLAND TIDES, June 26, 2008

Hanging by a Thread ~ Christine Torgrimson
he evening light on Long Harbour is steely gray, with
ripples of soft pink reflecting the glowing clouds, as I gaze
toward the Penders on this early June night. If I could
cross the narrow channel and climb over the ridge, I would see
Galiano stretching its long forested lands through the Salish Sea.
Perhaps the eagle that swooped over my garden today raises its
young on the cliffs of Bodega Ridge. Given the looming threats to
Galiano, I wonder how long that eagle will return here?
Galiano and the Penders are nearer to me than south Salt
Spring’s Fulford Valley. Tonight, I try to imagine 40% of Salt
Spring ripped from the oversight of the Trust and threatened by
potentially extensive logging or residential development. Or 40
of the Penders? Or of Mayne, Saturna, Thetis, Gabriola,
Denman, Hornby, Lasqueti, Keats, or Gambier ….
Like many of our distraught Galiano neighbors, Salt
Springers would be up in arms; the 2001 Texada Lands battle
would seem like a minor skirmish. We would be furious with our
local trustees; we would be pulling out all the stops to protect our
Island.
Recently, Galiano’s three trustees gave third reading (2–1) to
bylaws that would, in effect, open Galiano to extensive

T

environmental and community challenges—challenges that
could ultimately be beyond today’s worst imagining. Bylaws
Nº199 and Nº200 would remove up to 40% of Galiano from
Trust jurisdiction and place it in Private Managed Forest Lands
(PMFL) provincial control. This would allow countless new
residential densities without rezoning or public input, and open
forest lands to potentially extensive logging and environmental
destruction.
Like most Islanders, it is difficult to wrap my mind around
the history and complexity of the PMFL situation on Galiano. So
just keep imagining 40% of your island up for grabs….

History of The Trust
Rampant development throughout the Islands was why the
province established the Islands Trust in 1974. Founders had the
courage to ‘not let these precious gems slip through our fingers,’
as an early Trust proponent declared. They created an innovative
Islands’ government with an objective to ‘preserve and protect
the unique amenities and environment for the benefit of the
residents of the Trust area and of British Columbia generally.’
They established one of the world’s few ecosystem-based
governments and had the wisdom to understand that the islands

FARE INCREASES from page 1

Provincial Government Contribution
In the past, when each fuel surcharge change required a separate ‘Order’ from the Ferry Commissioner, he was required to allow a
month after BCFS’ application for increase to allow for public comment, and also to formally ask the provincial government whether
it would like to take the opportunity to make an additional contribution to the cost of operating the ferries.
However, the Commissioner’s responsibility is first and foremost to ensure the financial viability of BCFC (and any other
operators, were there any), and so public comment, almost invariably negative, had little effect.
The sinking of the Queen of the North left the company with a substantial deferred fuel account balance with no way to recover
it, so the provincial government made a grant of $5 million as a form of one-time assistance. But aside from that, the provincial
government has never indicated any willingness to enhance its contribution. ✐

are truly one interconnected ecological and human community.
We still tend to perceive ourselves as residents of individual
islands, but we really are stewards and residents of the entire
Trust Area. Fortunate to live in this lovely archipelago, we also
are vested with the responsibility to preserve and protect it—for
its own sake, and for the benefit of future generations.
The Islands Trust Act established 13 local trust areas, each
with two local trustees. Those two, together with one trustee
from another island form a Local Trust Committee. They make
local planning and bylaw decisions and work with the
community to craft Official Community Plans. All 26 trustees sit
on an Islands Trust Council that sets policies for the entire Trust
area and directs Islands Trust staff. A four-member executive
committee leads Trust Council, and is a pivotal line of review for
official community plans and bylaw amendments.

Executive Committee Decision
Political sentiments swing back and forth like the tides, and thus
Local Trust Committees may waver in their allegiance to the
Trust’s ‘preserve and protect’ object. Consequently, one of the
HANGING, please turn to next page

FIRESMART from page 1
Office of the Fire Commissioner staff: Deputy Fire
Commissioner Dave Ferguson and Public Education
Coordinator Ellen Pelto.
During 2007, in the pilot year of the program, more than
2,000 travellers were involved in a interactive dialogue on how
best they can protect the Southern Gulf Islands and their
properties from the ravages of an interface fire.
The program runs till August 29th. So if you spot those
firefighters on your ferry travels, give them a wave of thanks. ✐

Capital Regional District

Notice to Electors

Within the Capital Regional District

Elector Approval Process For The Disposal Of Park Land In The Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area
Notice is hereby given that the Board of Directors of the Capital Regional District ("CRD") proposes to enact Bylaw No. 3542, "Capital Regional District Park Disposal Bylaw No.1
(Southern Gulf Islands), 2008" authorizing the transfer of land on Saturna Island, known as "Waterfall Park", and dedicated as community park by Subdivision Plan VIP67175, to
Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada for the sum of $9,555.57, and to use the proceeds of disposal for the purpose of acquiring park within the Southern Gulf Islands
Electoral Area. There is no taxation impact as a result of this sale and purchase.
Take further notice that the CRD may proceed with Bylaw No. 3542 authorizing the disposal of land dedicated as park on Saturna Island and the use of the proceeds to acquire
park land within the Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area unless at least 472 electors within the Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area of the CRD indicate by signing the elector
response forms that the Board must obtain the assent of the electors by way of referendum before proceeding with the disposal of the park land.
The elector response form must be in the form as established by the CRD and forms are available from the CRD on request. The only persons entitled to sign elector response
forms are electors of the area to which the alternative approval process opportunity applies. The area to which the alternative approval process opportunity applies is the
Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area which includes Galiano, Mayne, North Pender, Piers, Saturna and South Pender Islands.
The deadline for delivering the original signed elector response forms, in relation to Bylaw No. 3542, to the CRD is 4:30 pm on Thursday, the 31st day of July, 2008.
Forms must be received by the deadline to be counted.
The CRD has estimated that the total number of electors within the service area is 4,724 and that 10% of that number or 472 electors must submit elector response
forms to prevent the CRD from enacting Bylaw No. 3542 without the assent of the electors by referendum.
Further technical information concerning Bylaw No. 3542 and the disposal of park land may be obtained from Mr. Gary Hinde, CRD Ofﬁces, 625 Fisgard Street, Victoria, B.C. V8W
2S6 Telephone 250.360.3136 or toll free1.800.663.4425 (ext. 3136) during regular ofﬁce hours Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) from the date of this notice until
the 31st day of July, 2008.
Qualiﬁcations For Resident And Non-Resident Property Electors
Resident Elector: You are entitled to submit an elector response form as a Resident Elector if you are 18 years or older on the date of submission of the elector response form,
are a Canadian citizen, have resided in British Columbia for 6 months and in the Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area of the CRD for at least 30 days prior to signing the elector
response form.
Non-Resident Property Elector: You may submit an elector response form as a Non-Resident Property Elector if you are 18 years or older on the date of submission of the
elector response form, are a Canadian citizen, have resided in British Columbia for 6 months, have owned and held registered title to property in the Southern Gulf Islands
Electoral Area of the CRD for 30 days and do NOT qualify as a Resident Elector. If there is more than one registered owner of the property (either as joint tenants or tenants in
common) only one individual may, with the written consent of the majority, submit an elector response form.
To obtain an elector response form, or for further information about the elector approval process, please contact: CRD Administration Department, P. O. Box 1000, 625
Fisgard Street, 5th Floor, Victoria, B.C. V8W 2S6 or by telephone at 250.360.3129 or toll free: 1.800.663.4425 (ext. 3129) from 8:30 am-4:30 pm, Monday to Friday, excluding
public holidays.
A copy of the elector response form may be downloaded from: www.crd.bc.ca/about/elections/
A copy of Bylaw No. 3542 and a copy of this Notice may be inspected during regular ofﬁce hours, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) from the
date of this notice until the 31st day of July, 2008 at the following locations:
· public notice board in the lobby of CRD headquarters at 625 Fisgard Street, Victoria, BC;
· on the CRD website: for Bylaw No. 3542: www.crd.bc.ca/bylaws/bylawssubjecttorefer_/ for this Notice: www.crd.bc.ca/about/elections/
This notice is being published in this newspaper as a convenience only and not in accordance with the legal requirements pursuant to the Community Charter.
Given under my hand at Victoria, B.C. this 12th day of June, 2008.
Carmen Thiel
Corporate Ofﬁcer

Interfacing The Natural World ~ Brian Crumblehulme
wo days after an exceptional January ice storm
a few year’s back, I happened to be in
Vancouver meeting with a university prof. Still
annoyed from the extra work of having to deal with
impassable roads and power outages, I commented
on the effects of the storm. ‘What storm?’ she replied.
‘Why the big ice storm two days ago.’ ‘Oh that,’ she
responded, ‘It’s just weather.’ There I was, a country
bumpkin, trying to make small talk to someone who
doesn’t split wood, collect water, or feed the chickens.
Then again, a few days ago a client of mine
complained about the number of trees growing
around her house. ‘They’re so messy and they cut off
so much light,’ she said. To which the only sensible
answer is ‘go back to the city and live in a townhouse,’
But it made me reflect yet again at the contrasting
values of city and urban life and the creeping
urbanisation of the Islands.
Urban living has its own ecology of neighbours,
buildings and roads, a community where wild animals
and plants occupy a tame niche, they (the wild things)
are permitted a limited commensurable living, and it
helps if they are cute. On the rugged rural coast, it is
we who are the minority and it is we that seek to tread
lightly aware of the vicissitudes of animal, vegetable,
and climate. Yet I cannot help but wonder at the
changing expectations of recent residents and the
increasing number of suburban-style dwellings that
seem to disregard the observable fact that they are
perched on an exposed cliff-top or surrounded by a

T

forest that is home to a billion carpenter ants, wasps,
woodpeckers, and branches that sail like kites in a
wind.
Which brings me neatly to another interesting
observation; namely, that in these days of climate
change and energy awareness, nearly every home I see
could save 20-30% of its energy consumption simply
by working with the land instead of assuming it was
just waiting to be sub-divided.
Anyone familiar with rural living knows that an
energy-efficient house (what used to be called a
comfortable home) is sited for micro-climate,
topography, and vegetation—not for the view it offers.
A forest is warmer in the winter and cooler in the
summer than any comparable open space (much less,
a draughty waterfront lot!)
The technical term for living with nature is
interface, the place where cultural expectations and
wilderness meet. In the city we go for walks in the
park, mow the lawn in the summer, and meet friends
in shopping malls. Country folk go to town for
shopping once a month, rent CD’s, and wear rubber
boots for half a year. The contrasts are endless.
The Ministry of Forests calls interface that place
where dwellings meet the forest and which are
particularly vulnerable during fire season. The advice
they give is simple: don’t build close to flammable
forest trees such as fir, cedar or pine, and install a
garden sprinkler on the roof just in case. ✐

ISLAND TIDES, June 26, 2008, Page 7
HANGING from previous page
vital functions of Trust Council and the
Executive Committee is to act as an
unwavering line of defense for the trust’s
objective and the well-being of the
islands, as enshrined in the Trust Policy
Statement. According to the Islands
Trust Act, neither the Executive
Committee nor Trust Council may
approve a bylaw that is contrary to the
Trust Policy Statement.
That policy statement, incidentally,
not only includes the overall Trust
Object, but many specific strictures,
some of which relate directly to the
Galiano situation. The Trust Policy
Statement requires local trust
committees, in their plans and bylaws,
to protect ‘un-fragmented forest
ecosystems…from potentially adverse
impacts of growth, development and
land-use.’ It also insists on: the retention
of large land-holdings and parcel sizes
for sustainable forestry use; the location
and construction of roads, and utility
and communication corridors to
minimize fragmentation of forests, and
the designation of forest ecosystem
reserves where no extraction will take

place to ensure the preservation of
native biological diversity.
Executive consideration of the
Galiano Bylaws may be a landmark
meeting for the power of the Executive
Committee. Reportedly, there is a strong
reluctance in the Trust to override Local
Trust Committee decisions; a common
group tendency is to first be loyal to the
group, and reluctant to disturb its esprit
de corps. However, the Executive
Committee’s first allegiance is to the
Trust Area and to the Trust Policy
Statement—not to the Galiano trustees.
At press time, on Tuesday, June 24 at
the Mary Winspear Centre in Sidney,
the Trust Executive Committee will
decide whether or not to approve the
Galiano bylaws. ✐
Christine Torgrimson is Chair of the
Gulf Islands Alliance, a new grassroots
group of islanders working to preserve
our islands’ fragile environment,
protect our small rural communities
and ensure that the Islands Trust
mandate is effectively implemented. To
learn more about or join the Alliance go
to www.gulfislandsalliance.ca. ✐

Capital Regional District

Notice to Electors
Within the Capital Regional District
Elector Approval Process For A Bylaw To Establish And Provide A Regional Service For Emergency Program Support
Notice is hereby given that the Board of Directors of the Capital Regional District ("CRD") proposes to adopt Bylaw No. 3530, "Regional Service for Emergency Program Support
Establishment Bylaw No. 1, 2008" for the purpose of providing an information and resource management system to coordinate with local emergency programs in support of
local authorities and strengthen the capacity to manage a multi-jurisdictional emergency event or regional disaster.
The 2009 taxation impact of $100,000 for the support service is approximately 60¢ per annum per average residential assessment.
Take further notice that the CRD may proceed with Bylaw No. 3530 unless at least 27,402 electors within the CRD indicate by signing the elector response forms, that the
Board must obtain the assent of the electors by way of referendum before proceeding to adopt Bylaw No. 3530.
The elector response form must be in the form as established by the CRD and forms are available from the CRD on request. The only persons entitled to sign elector response
forms are electors of the area to which the alternative approval process opportunity applies. The alternative approval process opportunity applies within all municipalities and
electoral areas of the CRD including Central Saanich, Colwood, Esquimalt, Highlands, Langford, Metchosin, North Saanich, Oak Bay, Saanich, Sidney, Sooke, Victoria and View Royal
and the Juan de Fuca, Salt Spring Island and Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Areas.
The deadline for delivering the original signed elector response forms, in relation to Bylaw No. 3530, to the CRD is 4:30 pm on Thursday, the 31st day of July, 2008.
Forms must be received by the deadline to be counted.
The CRD has estimated that the total number of electors within the Capital Regional District is 274,020 and that 10% of that number or 27,402 electors must submit
elector response forms to prevent the CRD from enacting Bylaw No. 3530 without the assent of the electors by referendum.
Further technical information concerning Bylaw No. 3530 may be obtained from Mr. Travis Whiting, CRD Planning and Protective Services Ofﬁces, 625 Fisgard St., Victoria, B.C.
V8W 2S6 (Telephone 250.360.3186) during regular ofﬁce hours Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) from the date of this notice until the 31st day of July, 2008.
Qualiﬁcations For Resident And Non-Resident Property Electors
Resident Elector: You are entitled to submit an elector response form as a Resident Elector if you are 18 years or older on the date of submission of the elector response form,
are a Canadian citizen, have resided in British Columbia for 6 months and in the CRD for at least 30 days prior to signing the elector response form.
Non-Resident Property Elector: You may submit an elector response form as a Non-Resident Property Elector if you are 18 years or older on the date of submission of the
elector response form, are a Canadian citizen, have resided in British Columbia for 6 months, have owned and held registered title to property in the CRD for 30 days and do not
qualify as a Resident Elector. If there is more than one registered owner of the property (either as joint tenants or tenants in common) only one individual may, with the
written consent of the majority, submit an elector response form.
To obtain an elector response form, or for further information about the elector approval process, please contact:
CRD Administration Department, P. O. Box 1000, 625 Fisgard Street, 5th Floor, Victoria, BC V8W 2S6
or by telephone at 250.360.3129 or toll free: 1.800.663.4425 (ext. 3129)
from 8:30 am-4:30 pm, Monday to Friday, excluding public holidays.
A copy of the elector response form may be downloaded from: www.crd.bc.ca/about/elections/
Elector response forms may also be obtained at the following CRD ofﬁces, from 8:30 am-4:30 pm, Monday to Friday, excluding public holidays:
· Juan de Fuca Electoral Area Planning Services Department, #2 – 6868 West Coast Road, Sooke, BC V9Z 0S9
· Salt Spring Island Building Inspection Ofﬁce, #206-118 Fulford-Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2S4
A copy of Bylaw No. 3530 and a copy of this Notice may be inspected during regular ofﬁce hours, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) from the
date of this notice until the 31st day of July, 2008 at the following locations:
· public notice board in the lobby of CRD headquarters at 625 Fisgard Street, Victoria, BC;
· Juan de Fuca Electoral Area Planning Services Department (at the address listed above);
· Salt Spring Island Building Inspection Ofﬁce (at the address listed above); and
· on the CRD website: for Bylaw No. 3530: www.crd.bc.ca/bylaws/bylawssubjecttorefer_/ for this Notice: www.crd.bc.ca/about/elections/
This notice is being published in this newspaper as a convenience only and not in accordance with the legal requirements pursuant to the Community Charter.
Given under my hand at Victoria, B.C. this 12th day of June, 2008.
Carmen Thiel
Corporate Ofﬁcer

Page 8, ISLAND TIDES, June 26, 2008

Photo: Henny Schnare, www.hennny.ca

Gulf Islands Secondary School - ‘Rainbow Road’ Grads 2008
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

Natalya Alonso
Crystal Amodeo
Douglas Appleton
Sebastian Banks
William Barrett
Cameron Barter
Laura Baxendal
Janelle Bedard
Maranda Belanger
Samantha Bird
Ruby Black
Patrice Bowler
Megan Bradley
Helena Bryn-McLeod
Olivia Budd
Vedran Budimcic
Emily Buttery
Christopher (Bob) Byron
Melissa Caron
Susan Castle
Samuel Chambers
Aedan Coles-Nash
Tamara Colgan
Kelly Cooper
Alexander Corley

26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

William Cornwall
Devon Craig
Erica Cronin
Cody Dahlman
Cardin Davis
Steven Dawson
Jasmine Dine
Evelyn Edwards
Hannah Everest
Timothy Finer
Kerry Finer
Jonah Fisher
Simon Fogarty
Daniel Foley
Angus Fraser
Halley Fulford
Nadia Funk
Hannah Garvie-Ransen
Lukas Giefing
Jordan Girard
Katelyn Girard
Chantelle Goeujon
Vaughan Good
Stephen Greenwood
Melissa Grimmer

51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.

Kayla Gromme
Anthony Grossman
Hannah Gummeson
Alias Hajek
Alaia Hamer
Emma Hawkins
Katy Haydon
Cameron Hayes
Kean Hayes
Gareth Heywood-Butler
Nikolas Hook Nilsson
Daniel Hoy
Amanda Hoy
Yu-Ting(Donna)Huang
Christian Huser
Kristen Iverson
Brendan Jimenez
Liam Johnston
Walter Johnstone-Breen
Garet Kay
Kurtis Kolthammer
Matthew Kordyback
Elsbet Krayenhoff
Aimee Lamarre
Nicholas Lange

Vancouver Island Transmission Reinforcement Project

JUNE UPDATE ON MARINE HABITAT RESTORATION
WHALER BAY, GALIANO ISLAND

Meeting the electricity
needs of growing communities on
Vancouver Island and the southern Gulf Islands
BC Transmission Corporation (BCTC) is replacing and upgrading existing 138 kV overhead
transmission lines and submarine cables connecting southern Vancouver Island to the
Lower Mainland with new 230 kV infrastructure.
Debris removal has been completed in preparation for eelgrass planting.
Eelgrass will be harvested from a nearby meadow and transplanted at the new site between
mid-June and early August 2008.
The restoration of the eelgrass meadow in Whaler Bay is being undertaken by BCTC as part
of the Fisheries Act habitat compensation agreement for the project. Eelgrass meadows are
one of the most diverse and productive underwater habitats in our coastal waters and
provide important nursery and shelter habitat for a variety of marine animals.
To ensure the safety of the public and workers, the contractors will restrict public access
around the active work sites.
Thank you for your co-operation.
FOR MORE INFORMATION www.bctc.com
Contact BCTC Community Relations:
Toll-free: 1.866.647.3334
Phone: 604.699.7456
Email:
community.relations@bctc.com

BC Transmission Corporation is the Crown corporation
that plans, operates and maintains the province’s
publicly-owned electrical transmission system.
BCTC 08-71

76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.
100.

Martin Lannan
Willow Last
Kristin Lee
Kristi Lee
Ayla Lundy
Aulden MacQueen-Denz
Jaclyn Malcolm
Chloe Melious
Daniel Millerd
Trevor Morrisette
Jesson Motherwell
Hidemitsu Motosugi
Alexandra (Alanda) Nay
Isaac Nicholson
Brendan Nickerson
David Nix
Brittany Oakley
Caitlyn Pal
Katie Parker
Isaac Raddysh
Danielle Rainsford
Mathew Ripley
Zenah Rippingale
Edward (Ted) Ritson
Jordan Robinson

101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112.
113.
114.
115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121.
122.
123.
124

Megan Robinson
Marika (Stevie) Robinson
Zachary Sawchuk
Kimberly Schnare
Maurice (Mo) Schonemann
Brandon Shaw
Daniel Shipley
Julia Siegert
Alexandra Simpson
Clorisa Simpson
Lindsey Steffler-Beard
Pui (Michael) Tam
Jacqueline Tottman
Tsun Fai Tsang
Emily Tymchuk
Johnathan Vipond
Carlee Wallace
Jennifer Walls
Camellia Wictorin
Emma Wilcox
Wing (Nathan) Wong
Rebecca Woodland
Amy Zacharias
Tamu Miles (not in photo)

Round The Islands

Christa Grace-Warrick
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this year. Tye Swallow, a
teacher at the Saanich Native
Education
Centre
in
Brentwood Bay, brought 15
students to Helen Point for
the day. John Elliott, band

Helen Point
Stewardship Programme
Helen O’Brian of Mayne Island writes:
In June 2006, the directors of the Mayne Island
Conservancy had the good fortune to spend a day on Helen
Point with Tsartlip educator John Elliott whose maternal
grandmother was hereditary chief of the Helen Point
territory. Using the Tsartlip language to name things and
places, John introduced us to many of the plants and their
traditional uses and told us stories of the Saanich peoples as
well as personal stories.
This very rich day spent with John sowed the seed for a
joint stewardship project which became a reality on May 22
SUITABLE NICHE from page 2
leg or something?’ and the instructor replied,
‘Which is better— broken leg or dead? Get him
out!’ Finally we had the dummy on the lawn, on
a tarp, and I wrenched off my breathing mask,
helmet and balaclava, and lay on the grass,
panting, and feeling the cool air on my cheeks.
It was like the half-time break in a tough rugby
game.
Then the day changed for me. I looked up
and saw Mike Dine standing over me. I got to
my feet and retrieved my helmet. ‘Listen,’ Mike
said, ‘I don’t want you going in any more. Is that
okay?’ ‘Okay,’ I agreed. (What? Did I look as

RTI, please turn to page 10
Hu

else combustible exposed to the fire. I got
myself a radio from the woman staffing
Rehabilitation and stood beside the exposure
nozzles for an hour, while the teams rotated
through their drills, but no order came my way.
I was separated from my Saturna buddies. I felt
useless.
Was it just the exhaustion of the seacrossing and lugging the heavy bag up the hill,
without a proper breakfast, or had I suddenly
become an old man? I felt terrible. Seeing some
firefighters wrestling with a problem, I went
and helped them carry a Honda pump closer to
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Discover

Nature...

it’s your
new

home

Discover a new way of living. Surround yourself
with nature’s purest building material, nature itself.
Pure natural log homes by Calico have been shipped around the world for 35 years. From
recreational cottages to executive homes... What nature grows, we profile into perfect log
retreats. Isn't it time you started living more naturally? Make the call today, or check us out
on the web.You'll be glad you discovered nature's purest way of living.

Calico, where nature becomes your home.

Excavator piling house materials into the flames during the final burn, monitored by Incident Safety
Officer (Saturna Fire Chief John Wiznuk—white helmet).
exhausted as I felt? Had somebody said
something?)
‘I’ve got another job for you,’ Mike said, and
I followed him around to where a couple of
charged hose lines lay.
‘Grab a radio, and stand by those exposure
nozzles, and wait for orders,’ he said and
walked off. An ‘exposure nozzle’ on a charged
line can quickly be aimed at trees or anything

the pond in the woods, then returned to my
post.
Mike Dine strode past, then stopped,
turned, and asked: ‘Do you hate me now for
taking you off your team?’ ‘No,’ I said. ‘It was a
good call. You made the right decision. Thank
you.’
SUITABLE NICHE, please turn to page 13

Maple Ridge, BC Canada
Toll free: 1-866-462-9608

www.calicologhomes.com

S ISLAND
A T UREALTY
RNA
Joan Combes, Broker/Owner
100 East Point Road
866.539.2121 fax 250.539.5567
www.saturnarealty.com

1.5 acre Ocean View $499,000
Cedar log home and studio
Completely remodeled, turn-key

$49.00

1-866-629-3166

Docks de Realty
Hope Bay

Ltd

Pender Island

NEW! Virtual Tours - visit
www.propertyonpender.com

Three acres with trail to ocean
3 bed/2 bath tri-level home
Hot tub on deck $715,000

$52.00

FEATURE
PROPERTY

FEATURE
PROPERTY

FEATURE
PROPERTY

2.00 acres with ocean
views on S. Pender Is.
Perfect for weekends!

1.59 valley view acres
with drilled well & 32
acres of common land

0.32 acre waterfront
building lot with water
& sewer. Best buy!

$249,000

$179,900

$315,000
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Voluntary Subscription? Keep
meaning to send it in? Help keep
all this great news coming!

Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?
If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island mailbox
or if you pick it up from one of our yellow free boxes
located across the Strait of Georgia and from Victoria to
Nanaimo, or if you read online, you can show your
support and appreciation by mailing a voluntary
subscription of

($25 + $1.25 gst = $26.25) to:
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!
And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you
who have given subscriptions. And keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste them
all in our scrapbooks!

Affordable housing survey on North Pender
To gather information, the North Pender Affordable Housing
Task Force has prepared a survey for residents of the Island. The
information will assist in identifying the need for affordable
housing. Look for the survey inserted into in an upcoming
edition of Island Tides.
Established by the North Pender Island Local Trust

Committee in July last year, the task force is eager for all
residents to participate, to better equip it in carrying out its
madate. The task force’s job is to: identify the need for affordable
housing; quantify needs for the next 5-10 years; identify the types
of housing needed and identify options to address these needs.
For more information contact Ellie Donahue 250-629-6416. ✐

RTI from page 9
members and conservancy and community members joined
them. Lunch was courtesy of BC Hydro, Mayne Community
Association and Mayne Island Conservancy.
After lunch, while the adults were out cutting broom on
Helen Point, the senior class at the Mayne School came to
spend some time with John Elliott. He introduced them to
the history of the land and his peoples as well as telling them
about the plant life and cycles that were important to his
people. Did you know that when the Ocean Spray is in bloom
the sockeye are in the Georgia Straight? And, what about the
boy who didn’t listen and became a deer? John had their full
attention for the hour they spent together.
Out on the Point the camas lilies and sea blush were in
glorious bloom—as was the Scotch broom. While the seals
frolicked in the currents of Active Pass, Tye Swallow and his
group along with those from Mayne Island managed to cut
and remove a great deal of broom from a Garry oak meadow
and other areas on the point. Just as the removal of the
broom will give native plants an opportunity to regenerate
and thrive, it is hoped that this stewardship project will assist
the relationships between the two communities to do the
same.

Don’t Forget the Marketing
Galiano’s Gulf Islands Film and Television School (GIFTS) is
booming. Enrollments have more than doubled this year, says
director George Harris. This summer’s week-long film camps
have a record-breaking 200 registrants. A special partnership
with the BC Ministry of Education, a sold out First Nations
Media Camp, an Adult Activist Camp and a Two-Week
Professional Intensive are all over-subscribed.
The well-regarded film school, which opened it doors in 1995,
is getting a boost from a new marketing campaign mounted this
April. Harris credits part of GIFTS’ recent success to his new
marketing wizard, 22-year-old Nicholas Middleton, who first
attended a special early-teen filmmaking week-long camp at the
school when he was just 13-years-old.

The duo reinvented previous marketing campaigns and
introduced a new wave of social marketing tactics, launched this
spring. Teen registrations poured in from Middleton’s internet
initiatives on popular networking websites such as Facebook and
YouTube.
Meanwhile, Harris re-launched a popular GIFTS tradition,
the ‘Reels on Wheels’ high-school tour, and visited over 45
destinations across BC, from Campbell River to Sicamous,
educating youth on the ins-and-outs of BC’s budding technology
sector.
Middleton strategically moved GIFTS annual festival, the
EyeLens Film Festival, from its online venue, back to
Vancouver’s Pacific Cinematheque and witnessed a standby lineup down Howe Street, anxiously awaiting word of any tickets.
The innovative pair also sent their largest mail-out to date
connecting GIFTS with the art, media, technology, career, and
First Nations departments in every high school across
Washington State, Alberta and BC.
Harris and Middleton have created new media-intensive
training programs for youth, adults, and teachers; located
additional funding for their scholarship and bursary fund; and
established new partnerships with leading organizations such as
the Boys and Girls Club and BC Hydro.
Over the years, a solid reputation and word-of-mouth has
clearly sustained GIFTS. To move it up a notch, the
entreprenuerial Harris, in a flurry of metaphors, says he simply
needed to go ‘back to the basics’ and ‘think outside of the box.’
‘It hasn’t been easy, but the payoff is huge,’ remarks Harris.
‘We’re in the business of turning dreamers into filmmakers and
it’s important that we adhere to that same vision when we reinvent our business model and look forward to the future.’

Mayne Island Quilt Show
Judy Taylor writes to remind us that every fourth year on the
third Saturday in July the Mayne Island Quilt Guild puts on a
RTI, please turn to page 11

“Want to Run a B&B?”

Mayne Island: Oceanview, turn of the 20th
Century character home, 4 bed / 2 bath, all
day sun, organic garden, superb well,
dramatic views of Miner‘s Bay. Enjoy
serenity!
LiRead.com/1503.htm $869,000

Li Read
RE/MAX Salt Spring
Each office independently
owned and operated.

Salt Spring Island: Duck Bay oceanfront,
foreshore lease, S/SW/W exposures,
designer kitchen, 4 bed /3.5 bath, cosy
den, music room / library, office with sep.
entry. Warm ocean swimming here!
LiRead.com/1462.htm $1,490,000

Call Li Read today at 1-800-731-7131
or visit www.LiRead.com for the
widest selection of properties!

“Ask for Li Read at RE/MAX Salt Spring!”

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643
MINLC_4825_MINLC003.indd 1

6/18/08 10:34:58 AM

Found Island Tides while visiting the coast? Want to keep reading?
It’s easy—just ‘click’. Read a newspaper that looks like a newspaper
on your desktop and visit our advertisers’ websites.

www.islandtides.com

It’s like you never left!

Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
aturna is a lush savannah this June. ‘Junuary’ is a term the
locals have coined. The every-second-day rains and the
cool cloudiness have produced forests of opulent grass and
6-foot high nettle reefs.
Island driving is a little harrowing because only the tall deer
with antlers stand high enough up in the grass to be seen, and
who knows what suicidal short deer is lurking ready to launch
the big getaway directly in front of your car.
Despite the threat of deer impact, driving, walking, running
and biking are a pleasure on Island roads at this time of year,
with huge stands of oxeye daisies and foxgloves at artistic
intervals. Both are recent additions to the landscape; introduced
from Europe 160 years ago in the 1850s.
We hate broom but love our foxgloves—you never hear about
community and Parks Canada sponsored ‘foxglove pulls’!
Everyone has a vase full of the huge arched sprays of cream to
deep purple and every kid knows that if you pick off the blooms
and put them on each finger—violá you are transformed into a
vampire monster or perhaps an elegant lady. The Latin name for
ours is Digitalis purpurea purpurea meaning purple fingers.
Curiously, foxglove, in Anglo-Saxon was ‘foxes-gliew’—a ‘gliew’
was a ring of bells hung on an arched support.
All the early berries are ripening—wild strawberries, salmon
berries and thimbleberries. According to Tsawout elder Earl
Claxton, its the song of Swainson’s thrush—returned from South
America—that puts the ripening colour into the berries.

S

Lamb BBQ
Saturna Islanders are getting ready for the 59th Saturna Lamb
BBQ. This huge festive production, which started in 1950,
requires an odd mix of attention to detail from the chairperson
and her assistants and then faith from an eclectic mix of
RTI from page 10
quilt show in an outdoor location. The quilt show, too big to go
indoors, has been held in Miners Bay and in the grounds of the
Georgina Point Lighthouse.
On July 26, theis year’s venue will be Mayne’s exquisite
Japanese Garden in Dinner Bay Park. The location of both the
park and garden is on the site of the former Adachi home and
farm.
The Japanese Garden was built by Island donations and
volunteer labour, to honour Mayne’s Japanese-Canadian
citizens relocated and interned in 1942, during World War II. In
2002, Pat Adachi flew from Ontario for a plaque unveiling by
then Lieutenant Governor Iona Campagnolo.
Having been to both the garden and previous quilts shows, I
can say that the combination will be a sight for sore eyes and
balm for the soul.

Organizing Organic Islands
We asked Deb Morse founder of the Organic Islands Festival to
tell us how she got the festival going. She replied:
I think hearing about global issues can sometimes feel
overwhelming and people can react by feeling hopeless
and powerless. When there are things that can be done
close to home, like buying from a local farmer at the
market or trading in your gas-guzzler for a fuel-efficient
vehicle, you begin to realize that your choices can make a
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Islanders, weekenders and some off-Islanders who are dedicated
to the successful outcome of the largest Saturna Island
fundraising event.
Everyone must do their small vital part for the whole event to
achieve its purpose of raising funds for the community, bringing
the community together and providing a fun day for visitors.
The proof on whether you have done your job as it should be
done is in how well the BBQ day unfolds. Nobody checks up on
you!
The Lamb BBQ is not a ‘weather permitting’ event, Dominion
Day, and now Canada Day, occurs on July 1. Part of the fun of
the event is the terror of what will the weather bring to this
outdoor event? Gumboots or shorts? Will it rain or will the wind
blow a gale the night before and none but the hardiest boaters
will be able to get here.
Summer relaxation doesn’t start for Saturna Islanders until
after the BBQ. We either put off visitors until afterwards or we
enlist visitors in whatever activities we have taken on! Islanders
know how to do it by now and part of the event’s great success
for ourselves and our guests lies in involving new people, being
responsive to new innovations, and keeping in mind that we do
it together, working to a common end.

Islands Trust Community Awards
Two community awards came Saturna’s way from Trust Council
on Galiano. Geri Crooks received the Enduring Achievement
Award for being the ‘key participant in efforts to stabilize
emergency medical response on Saturna Island.’ Lyall Creek
Salmon and Trout Enhancement Project was a recipient of a
group award for dedicated service in its work to re-establish the
salmon run in Lyall Creek and to improve all areas of the creek’s
health. ✐
difference in your community, and if we collectively make
these choices then we can make a difference globally.
Most of us live within the confines of our local
community: we go to work, school, shop and entertain
ourselves within a few kilometres of where we live. That’s
where most of us can make the biggest difference: right
here in our own backyards.
And that is what the Organic Islands Festival and
Sustainability Expo is about: what is going on in our own
backyards. There is a lot of good, great stuff going on right
here on Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands.
For example at the festival you will find out about the 17
backyards in Oak Bay, where urban farmers known as
City Harvest are harvesting salad greens, fresh herbs and
vegetables from lush food gardens. They are growing and
selling food very close to home with virtually a zero carbon
footprint. Our panel discussion ‘Join the FUN—Farming
in Urban Neighbourhoods’ features four passionate
individuals sharing their expertise on how we can all
make a difference literally in our own backyards.
Salt Spring’s Dan Jason will be letting festival-goers
know about the Seed and Plant Sanctuary project and
encouraging people to use their backyards to grow and
save heritage seeds.

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that Judith
Anne Ellingson of Victoria,
BC
intends to make
application to Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for
a Licence for Private moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
Land located in the vicinity of
South Bay, Saltspring Island.
The Lands File Number
that has been established for
this application is # 1413947.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at # 142-2080 Labieux
Road, Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until July 12, 2008. ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at
http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/clad
/land_prog_services/program
s.html under Tenure Overview
and Program Information for
more information.
Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information
Advisor
at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take Notice that Jochen
Neumann and Katerina Jacob
of #201, 1675 Hornby Street,
Vancouver, BC, V6Z 2M3,
intend to make application to
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for a Utility, water
line situated on Provincial
Crown Land located on the
foreshore of Lot 1 Sect 17 Plan
39735 (2319 MacKinnon Road)
at Hyashi Cove, Otter Bay,
North Pender Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File # 1413129,
FCBC File 10100-30/14907.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at 142 – 2080 Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received until
July 27, 2008. IMLB may not be
able to consider comments
received after this date. Please
visit
our
website:
http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca
under the link: Applications &
Reasons for Decision for more
information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau’s regional
office.

Advertising?
islandtides@islandtides.com

RTI, please turn to page 12

Put a little more

BC Parks in your life.

With more than 600 diverse playgrounds to explore, BC Parks can put so much more into your life. More exploring. More walking on inviting trails. A little more majestic
forests and picturesque sunsets. More picnics on the beach. And, above all, a little more family. Don’t wait for the dog days of summer to enjoy our natural treasures.
Now is a great time to enjoy a day visit, a weekend escape or a mid-week adventure in a B.C. park. Learn how you can put a little more BC Parks in your life.

Learn more about BC Parks at www.bcparks.ca
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BC’s birthday bike race
British Columbians are showcasing their province’s 150th
anniversary by registering ‘birthday’ events with the ministry of
tourism. 1,000 events have so far been registered—it helps to
have a year-long birthday. Ministry of Tourism, Arts & Culture’s
‘BC150’ is a celebration of the 150th anniversary of the founding
of the Crown Colony of British Columbia in 1858.
One event, starting on Saturday, June 28 in Shawnigan Lake,
is the BC Bike Race. Cyclists will wind their way through the
mountains of the Comox Valley. The participants, from around
the world, will then travel to Powell River, exploring the trails on
the Sunshine Coast and on to the Sea-to-Sky corridor to finish
their 600-km adventure in Whistler on July 4. In total, the BC
RTI from page 11
What we don’t want in our backyards and how to deal
with it is exemplified by our guest speaker, the
Saskatchewan farmer turned activist Percy Schmeiser
who found Monsanto’s GMO canola growing in his field.
The Society for a GE Free BC is hosting the panel
discussion with Percy Schmeiser and three compatriots
challenging Canadians to create ‘GE Free’ zones in their
own communities. Powell River has established such a
zone and its former mayor is on the panel along with a
Yukon farmer attempting to do the same in his province.
In addition, the festival features award-winning
businesses like Level
Ground
Trading
in
Saanichton whose fairtrade coffee is locally
roasted in state-of-the-art,
zero-emission facilities;
their website features

REVISED SCHEDULE
June 25 - 30, 2008

Due to a delay in the start of summer supplementary service between
Tsawwassen – Southern Gulf Islands, a revised schedule is in effect on
all Southern Gulf Islands routes for June 25, 26, 27, 28, 29 and 30,
2008.
Please note the MV Bowen Queen summer supplementary service
between Tsawwassen and Southern Gulf Islands will begin on July 3,
2008 with the 2:00 pm scheduled sailing leaving from Tsawwassen.
For complete schedule information, please visit www.bcferries.com or
call 1-888-BCFERRY (1-888-223-3779).

Take notice that Rebecca
MacKay of Village Bay, Mayne
Island, BC intends to make
application to Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
10 year license for ResidentialPrivate Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown Land located
in the vicinity Village Bay,
Mayne Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is # 1413140. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed to
the Section Head, Integrated
Land Management Bureau at #
142-2080
Labieux
Road,
Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until July 13, 2008. ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at
http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/clad/l
and_prog_services/programs.ht
ml under Tenure Overview and
Program Information for more
information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau’s regional
office.

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that John and
Emily Lefebvre of Saltspring
Island, BC intend to make
application to Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
Residential Geothermal Loop
situated on Provincial Crown
Land located in the vicinity
Stuart Channel, Saltspring
Island.

Take notice that Michael
John Thompson & Jill
Alexandra
Roberts
of
Saltspring Island, BC intend to
make application to Integrated
Land Management Bureau
(ILMB), Ministry of Agriculture
and Lands, Coast Region office
for a 10 year license for
Residential-Private Moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
Land located in the vicinity of
Booth Bay, Saltspring Island,
BC.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is # 1413144. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed to
the Section Head, Integrated
Land Management Bureau at #
142-2080
Labieux
Road,
Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until July 17, 2008. ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at
http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/clad/l
and_prog_services/programs.ht
ml under Tenure Overview and
Program Information for more
information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau’s regional
office.

photos and personal accounts of the farmers in Africa and
South America and how purchasing these farmers’
products is making a difference in the quality of life in
these communities.’

‘Green Fee’ on Coffee Cups
Salt Spring Coffee Company is challenging coffee drinkers to
reconsider disposable cups. The company is charging a 5¢ ‘green
fee’ on throw-away coffee cups. The money generated goes
towards local sustainability initiatives in the community. All four
café locations are participating in the program. Coffee drinkers
who bring their own reusable mugs will not be charged the green
fee and will receive a 15¢ discount.
Alicia Herbert, Salt Spring Coffee’s Sustainability Steward
says, ‘Consumers are becoming more aware of the impacts that
our buying decisions are having on the planet. The green fee is a
way for our customers to take personal actions to become carbon
cool, offset their carbon footprint, reduce their waste and foster
sustainable programs locally.’ ✐

PATHWAY from page 1

Southern Gulf Islands Routes

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Bike Race will pass through nine beautiful westcoast
communities, each showcasing unique qualities and elements
that make British Columbia a world-class destination for
athletes, adventurers and tourists alike.
‘The BC Bike Race showcases our province internationally as
one of the best places in the world to mountain bike,’ said
Melissa Pace, director of tourism for the BC Bike Race. ‘There is
no better way to celebrate BC’s anniversary than this epic
journey through our spectacular coastal communities.’
It’s not too late to affiliate an event in your community with
BC150. For more information visit www.bc150.ca. ✐

construct a pathway from Sharp Road (where
she lives) to Ganges Village Market.’ Isabel is in
her eighties and travelled this stretch of Lower
Ganges Road weekly in a motorized
wheelchair! There wasn’t anything that could
be done at the time, so Island Pathways put her
money in a special account and waited.
Gary Holman, a member of the Urban Trail
Corridor Task Force, Island Pathways, and
Trail and Nature Club, has also been wanting
pathways all over the Island for a long time.
Islanders wanted pathways to be
constructed on the Ministry of Transportation
(MOT) road allowance, so that they would not
have to buy land or seek easements or
covenants.
This proved not possible because MOT
would not allow pathways to be constructed
unless there was an entity that would assume
liability and maintenance.
However, when the CRD formed the Salt
Spring Island Transit and Transportation
Commission, to oversee the new bus service
(see also Readers Letters, page 4), an
opportunity opened up. A body to take
responsibility for pathways now existed. The
Transportation Commission could take the

responsibility for liability, maintenance of the
pathway, and tenders for construction.
Island Pathways and Trail and Nature Club
organized the rest. It was a two-year process
that entailed surveying the stretch of road,
walking the site many times to draw up plans,
grant-writing, fundraising, and working with
stakeholders. Finally, a number of volunteer
work parties finished this first roadway
pathway.
Though this is a great achievement, thanks
to volunteers and donors, and a perhaps a
template for the future, this is not Salt Spring’s
first pathway. When Sue Mouat, long-time
member of Island Pathways, moved to
Brinkworthy, a number of years ago, the eightyyear-old immediately got busy carving out a
small pathway she and other residents of
Brinkworthy could use from Lilac Lane to
Atkins Road. It was rough but much safer than
walking on the road. This pathway is
affectionately called the ‘Sue Mouat trail’ and
many Brinkworthy residents have benefited
from its use.
Islanders look forward to more safe walking
pathways. ✐

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is # 1413149.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at # 142-2080 Labieux
Road, Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until July 31, 2008. ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at
http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/clad
/land_prog_services/program
s.html under Tenure Overview
and Program Information for
more information.
Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information
Advisor
at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

Application Area

BOOTH BAY

100
Off

$

Cummins Onan Home Standby Generators
“Back up power is peace of mind”
Only available at Cummins Western Canada

Offer limited to inventory on hand.
Coupon has no cash redemption value.
Coupon may not be combined with any other offer.

Coastal MLAs ask minister to protect ferry dependent
communities
North Coast MLA Gary Coons joined five other coastal MLAs in
petitioning the Minister of Transportation, Kevin Falcon, to
block BC Ferries from hiking ferry fares again—BCFS is
requesting another fuel surcharge that will add up to 20% to the
cost of fares on the minor routes. MLAs who signed the letter
are: Gary Coons, MLA North Coast; Claire Trevena, MLA North
Island; Doug Routley, MLA Cowichan Ladysmith; Leonard
Krog, MLA Nanaimo; Scott Fraser, MLA Alberni Qualicum; and
Nicholas Simons, MLA Powell River Sunshine Coast.
‘Ferry dependent communities were promised stable fares
when Premier Campbell privatized BC Ferries,’ said Coons.
‘Since then, fares have skyrocketed, increasing several times
each year.’
‘This unbelievable money grab has to end. We aren’t even
halfway through the year and ferry-dependent communities are
SUITABLE NICHE from page 2
A guy with ‘ENGINEER’ blazoned across the back of his
jacket was passing, and Mike asked him to take a truck and refill
the empty air tanks at Firehall #1.
‘I’ll need help,’ the man said. I stuck my hand up. ‘I’m not that
busy.’ Mike nodded, ‘Go with him.’
We lugged twelve empty tanks (‘bottles’) from Rehab into the
truck and then shook hands and exchanged names. As we drove
across the bridge connecting the Penders, I looked below at the
calm canal we had boated through this morning, and it seemed
that that had happened in another lifetime—before I got old.
I asked Rob how he came to join the fire department, and he
told me he was a high school principal, and when his wife died
he took early retirement and worked on his place on Pender, and
later met a lady and remarried. But he hankered for further
work, so he volunteered for the VFD. ‘Mind you, at my age, I
thought I’d better find a suitable niche, so I opted for
Engineering and have taken several courses. I like doing my part
to keep things running.’ I glanced at his face as he drove along
the winding road: no older than me—maybe younger—maybe
more realistic.
In Hall #1, Rob operated the refill system and I lugged the
bottles, about the size of a large fire extinguisher, from the truck
to the filling room and back, and we talked. At one point the
cascade system shut down, and Rob stood puzzled. I suggested
he might have turned one of the taps the wrong way, and that
proved to be correct and he fixed it. I was feeling a lot better than
I had been half an hour earlier. Maybe what I needed to do was
redefine my role in the Saturna Volunteer Fire Department?
Maybe not everyone has to crawl into burning buildings.
Perhaps you leave that to the 30 and 40-year-olds.
We set off back to the fireground, hoping to be in time for the
afternoon conflagration, and it turned out that Rob knew my
wife Sharon. He was her principal eighteen years ago when she
was teaching music in Burnaby. Rob Betts, of course! I
remembered going to his house for a staff barbecue—small
world!
As we rolled across the bridge, my lost camaraderie with my
Saturna buddies was partially replaced by this new relationship
with another retired educator who liked being part of a team, and
now filled airbottles, and took courses that gave him a new

being asked to shoulder yet another huge increase in fares,
putting the viability of ferry-dependent communities at risk,’
said Coons. ‘The monopolistic practices of BC Ferry Services
prove that this Campbell Liberal privatization scheme has been
a spectacular failure for everyone except their friends on the
company’s overpaid board of directors.’
Earlier this year, after raising fares by up to 7.3% the board of
BC Ferry Services voted themselves pay raises ranging from
between $18 ,000 and $35,000 a year.
‘Many of my constituents make less in an entire year than
what that board gave themselves just as a raise,’ said Coons. ‘Yet,
the level of service being delivered has declined, and fares have
gone up. People are losing their livelihoods because of the
ongoing refusal of the transportation minister to take
responsibility for our marine highway system.’ ✐

identity, Pender Fire and Rescue Engineer.
At the fireground, Saturna’s Chief John Wiznuk had arrived
by ferry. As the house started burning, I heard Mike Dine on the
radio announcing that John would be Incident Safety Officer and
I observed carefully how he went about his duties; John had
recently appointed me as safety officer on Saturna.
An incident safety officer is the incident commander’s second
pair of eyes—provided there are enough firefighters on the ground
so that one can be spared to watch and report. He or she keeps tabs
on everything happening and advises the incident commander of
any dangerous situation requiring intervention. If necessary, the
ISO can even override the commander’s instructions, temporarily,
and order firefighters out of extreme danger.
As the house blazed up, John remained on the south side
where the risk from breeze and proximity of cedar trees were a
danger. Using his radio and a team with exposure nozzles, he
played his part to keep the blaze contained. At one point he
turned to me through the smoke and raised two fingers. It took
a few moments to realize he was asking me to find two
firefighters with SCBAs to replace his exposure team.
Meanwhile, an excavator operator hired by the Greens was
moving back and forth, piling house material into the flames and
knocking down the chimney, while the exposure team kept
dousing his hydraulic lines. It was a very dramatic scene, with
the flames licking up terribly into the sky.
Cassie called me to stand with the other three from Saturna
and have our picture taken against the flames. I demurred, but
they dragged me into the group, and the shutter clicked. There
we are, the three younger ones in full attack team gear, and me
in my new blue safety officer helmet and no air tank. Oh well,
somebody has to fill the tanks. I took comfort from Milton: ‘They
also serve who only stand and wait.’
I shook hands with Rob Betts and said goodbye, inviting him
to bring his wife for a visit on Saturna. ‘You’re still a good
educator,’ I told him. ‘I learned something important from you
today.’
Bill Schermbrucker is an Instructor Emeritus of Capilano
College. He will run a memoir/non-fiction workshop at the
Banff Centre September 15-20, 2008. ✐
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Capital Regional District

Notice of Adoption of
Bylaw: 3539

Amendment to Hartland Landﬁll
Tipping Fee and Regulation Bylaw
The Board of the Capital Regional District gives
notice that it intends to adopt Bylaw 3539,
Hartland Landﬁll Tipping Fee and Regulation Bylaw
No. 5, 2003, Amendment Bylaw No. 6, 2008, at its
meeting of Wednesday, July 9, 2008, in the Board
Room at 625 Fisgard Street, Victoria, BC.
The purpose of the bylaw is to increase recycling
fees at the Hartland recycling facility:
· from $3 to $6 per vehicle
· an additional $20 fee per commercial
hauler
· an additional $20 fee for each appliance
which contains refrigerants
The fee increases will take effect August 1, 2008.
A copy of the bylaw may be inspected between
the hours of 8:30am - 4:30pm, Monday - Friday
inclusive, except statutory holidays, from the date
of this Notice until July 9, 2008 at the locations
listed below:
· Public Notice Posting Place, Main
Floor,625 Fisgard Street, Victoria
· Hartland Landﬁll Administration Ofﬁces,
Hartland Avenue, Victoria
· on the CRD website
www.crd.bc.ca/bylaws/solidwastehartlandla_/index.htm

Select Bylaw 3539 from the list of bylaws.
Questions regarding the bylaw may be directed to
John Craveiro, Tel: 250.360.3164 or 1.800.663.4425
(local 3164).
Dated June 18, 2008

Carmen Thiel
Corporate Ofﬁcer

Celebrating 150 Years

Plate of Nanaimo bars

0’s.
Boston Bar, circa 187

From Boston Bar to Nanaimo bars.

In 1858, Sir James Douglas delivered a proclamation that put a name to the best place on Earth: British Columbia.
In 2008, join us in celebrating 150 years of all the things that make BC so unique: from quirky
historic towns to the delicious desserts we enjoy all over the province.
Learn more about exciting events and festivities all across the province, all year long.

www.BC150.ca

Photos courtesy of B.C. Archives
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Referendum for more trustees for Salt Spring

<RX DUH LQYLWHG WR RXU $VLDQ GHFRU VDOH

The Islands Trust Council has voted unanimously to hold a
referendum on November 15, so that Salt Spring Islanders can
indicate whether they would like two additional trustees on their
Local Trust Committee. If voters agree, the Salt Spring Island
Local Trust Committee would increase in size from a 3-member
body to a 5-member body, with the two additional trustees
elected in a by-election early in 2009. The two additional
trustees would be full voting members of the Salt Spring Island
Local Trust Committee.
In 2007, the Islands Trust Council requested the minister to
amend the Islands Trust Act to increase the Salt Spring Local
Trust Committee and the number of Salt Spring seats at Trust
Council, each by two. Currently; Islands Trust Council has 26
members, with two elected trustees from each of 13 island areas
designated within the Islands Trust Act.
The minister has suggested that electors in the Salt Spring
Island Local Trust Area should decide, by referendum, about the
size of its local trust committee. ‘While we didn’t get quite
everything we asked for from the minister, we certainly agree
with letting Salt Spring Islanders make the decision about this,’
said Kim Benson, Islands Trust Council Chair.

.DWKHU\Q DQG 'DYLG OLYH KDOI WKH \HDU LQ $VLD
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Islands Trust community awards
Twelve individuals and six groups were nominated for the
seventh annual Islands Trust Community Stewardship Awards
Program. The nominees’ projects include land conservation, trail
networks, fresh water and marine conservation, wildlife
preservation, organic farming, community service, and public
education.
‘The award program provides an opportunity to honour
dedicated individuals and groups who have donated countless
hours to the stewardship of the islands in the Trust Area,’ said
Kim Benson, Chair of the Islands Trust Council.
Nominees are from nine local trust areas: Denman, Galiano,
Lasqueti, Mayne, North and South Pender, Salt Spring, Saturna
and Thetis islands.
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‘Trust Council believes that additional local trustees would
serve the community well and would reduce some of the
workload that they currently experience. Additional
representatives would also provide greater diversity in
viewpoints and increase the influence of Salt Spring Islanders on
all local land use decisions. It would also make it more likely that
a Salt Spring trustee would be willing to sit on the Executive
Committee. All in all, Council’s assessment is that this would be
a positive change. We will be interested to see what voters think
about the proposal in the fall.’
While Minister Chong has indicated that only two of the four
trustees from Salt Spring would be able to vote at Trust Council
meetings, the Islands Trust Council will also consider amending
its internal policies to maximize the new members’ participation
in Trust Council business.
‘There was strong support at June Trust Council for ensuring
that any additional Salt Spring trustees would be able to
influence and participate in Trust Council business too,’ said
Chair Benson.
Salt Spring Island is the largest Islands Trust island with, byfar-and-away, the largest population of 9,780. ✐

Individual Nominations
• Peter Askin of Mayne Island who chairs the Mayne Island
Parks and Recreation Commission and has been instrumental in
working to develop a trail network across Mayne;
• Mary Cooper of Mayne Island for her work as Chair of the
Mayne Island Integrated Water Systems Society in water
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conservation, preservation, and protection on the Gulf Islands;
• Geri Crooks of Saturna Island, a Saturna Island Rescue
volunteer and key participant in efforts to stabilize emergency
medical response on Saturna Island;
• Tekla Deverell of North and South Pender Islands for her
ongoing efforts to develop a viable organic farming culture on the
islands;
• Alisdair and Nancy Gordon of Lasqueti Island for their
donation of Mount Trematon to the Islands Trust Fund;
• Grant Gordon of Thetis Island for his ongoing community
service;
• Bowie Keefer of Galiano Island who initiated the
development of an island-wide trail network;
• Patricia McLaughlin of Denman Island for her work as
Chair of Denman Island Marine Stewardship Committee and
her ongoing efforts to preserve the diverse values of the marine
environment;
COMMUNITY AWARDS, please turn to page 15

10-DIGIT LOCAL DIALING. IT’S COMING.
As of September 8, 2008, 10-digit dialing will become necessary province-wide as the 250 area
code has reached its capacity. Start getting ready now by updating your phones and other
communications equipment.
We encourage you to dial the area code for every local call you make beginning today.

For more information, visit dial10.ca
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Found Island Tides while riding the ferries? Want to keep reading?
It’s easy—just ‘click’. Read a newspaper that looks like a newspaper
on your desktop and visit our advertisers’ websites.

www.islandtides.com

It’s like you never sailed away!
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GSA Auto Rentals
Monthly Rentals
from $550
Mention this ad & get
10% off first month’s
rental.

PENDER ISLAND. 3-bedroom, 2bathroom house in Hope Bay
available August 1st. One year
lease. $950/month. 629-3033

ISLAND
EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

LTD.

House & Cottage Rentals

Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Minivans
We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

PENDER LONG TERM: Newly
renovated 2 storey home. 3
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms plus
den/office. $1200/month.

1-800-809-0788
MacDonald Park Road, Sidney

Scrap Car,
Truck, Bus &
Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

alumitubs@telus net

email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

OdorBeGone septic vent air cleaner.
Removes sewer gas coming from
vent stack. Filter lasts 4-5 years,
Canadian company. $79 includes
taxes. www.odorbegone.ca 250-3732272.

250-539-5317

MARINE
ISLAND
MARINE

WATER TAXI
Serving All The
Southern Gulf Islands

Docside Charters
(based out of Swartz Bay)

250-217-4488

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES
Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile
Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

FO R WATER
C OLLECTION S YSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

Safe, Non-invasive, Amazing!

Custom Built
Aluminum Gates

Tait Technical
Solutions

Ltd.

STANDING SEAM
METAL ROOFING

A balanced body can heal itself

FAAC Gate
Control Systems

- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6”Water Collection Gutters

COMPLETE WATER
WELL SERVICES

PROPANE
Pre-Season
Specials!

Fax 250-383-2198

Sidney BodyTalk

9764 Fifth Street, Sidney
(second floor)
www.sidneybodytalk.com

CE VAESE
N
A ROOFING

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

WELLNESS
Lorna Chant, CBP
250-686-9654

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599

1 866 834 1600 / 250 391 6107
www.alliancedrilling.ca

Sechelt BC

FOR SALE

Specially selected for
Gulf Islands use.
Fantastic new bike and
electric technology.
Call Louis Vallee

Al Klyne 250-539-9887
alanklyne@telus.net

   

1-800-774-1417

Electric Bikes

• Residential and
commercial well drilling
• Well pump and water
treatment systems
• BC Licenced Driller
since 1994
• FREE on-site consultation
• Hydro fracturing to
improve low yield wells

www alumitubs com

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

Trikes & Scooters

• Residential, multi-residential,
& commercial management
• High-end specialist
• Boat access locations
welcome
• Serving Gulf Islands and
Vancouver Island

Come on in!

Licensed Property Management
on the Gulf Islands since 1994.

www.island-explorer.com/pender

FREE!

ALLIANCE DRILLING

N

GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

KLYNE
CONSTRUCTION
Project
Management

WoodFired
Hot Tubs

Southern Gulf

Rent or Lease

250-655-5038

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

FOR RENT

L

AUTOMOTIVE

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers

Authorized Service Technician

250-537-5268

539-5252 or
250-478-6937

Specializing in…

   or
  

Servicing the Gulf Islands

V i s i t U s At
WWW.PROPANEWEST.CA

Waterworks
Bulk Water Delivery Ltd

• 3000gals Drinking Water •

Tank Filling, Cleaning,
Sales & Rentals
Pool Filling

CRD Health Approved

250-474-7912

samander@telus.net

F R O M THE T A N K
TO THE
APPLIANCE
& EVERYTHING IN
BETWEEN

PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks Garage Decks
and Roofdecks
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

1-888-754-5054

HELP WANTED
School District #64(Gulf Islands)
Applications are invited for:
Continuing position as Building
Service Worker (BSW) (custodian)
at Saturna Elementary School, and
Substitute/casual work as BSW at
Pender Islands School. Please refer
to School District #64 website at
http://www.sd64.bc.ca/staff.html for
further information on job duties,
qualifications and the application
process.

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

COMMUNITY AWARDS from page 14
• John Money of Saturna Island for his
multiple contributions to the community;
• Maureen Moore of Salt Spring Island, who
coordinated the campaign to save Salt Spring
Island’s Creekside Rainforest;
• Patti Willis of Denman Island for her
contributions to successful land and covenant
securement with the Denman Conservancy
Association; and,
• Lon Wood of Thetis Island for his work in
eagle rescue and rehabilitation.

Group Nominations
• The Land Trust Alliance of British Columbia
for its support of island conservancies;
• Lasqueti Island Nature Conservancy for its
successful effort to protect a property adjacent to
Squitty Bay Provincial Park;
• The Lyall Creek Salmon and Trout
Enhancement Project of Saturna Island for its
work to re-establish the salmon run in Lyall Creek;
• Mayne Island Integrated Water Systems
Society for their work in promoting water
conservation, preservation, and protection in the
Gulf Islands;
• The Penders Animal Welfare Society, which
assists wildlife and stray or abandoned domestic
animals; and,
• The Saturna Island Scribbler’s team of 15
volunteers who have produced and distributed a
community newsletter since 1997.

Boxed ads start at $30 • 250-629-3660 • islandtides@islandtides.com
LETTERS from page 5

Award Recipients
On June 12 at Islands Trust Council on Galiano
Island, Trust council made its decisions.
Recipients of group awards were: Lasqueti
Island Nature Conservancy for its successful effort
to protect a property adjacent to Squitty Bay
Provincial Park; and The Lyall Creek Salmon and
Trout Enhancement Project of Saturna Island for
its work to re-establish the salmon run in Lyall
Creek.
Individual recipients were: Mary Cooper of
Mayne Island for her work as Chair of the Mayne
Island Integrated Water Systems Society in water
conservation, preservation, and protection on the
Gulf Islands; and Maureen Moore of Salt Spring
Island, who coordinated the recent campaign to
save Salt Spring Island’s Creekside Rainforest.
An ‘Enduring Achievement’ award this year
went to Geri Crooks of Saturna Island, a Saturna
Island Rescue volunteer and key participant in
efforts to stabilize emergency medical response on
Saturna Island.
Finally a ‘Special Contribution’ Award was
made to Alasdair and Nancy Gordon of Lasqueti
Island for 35 years of exemplary land stewardship
and for their donation of Mount Trematon to the
Islands Trust Fund.
Individual award ceremonies will take place at
local trust committee meetings. ✐

dispatchers and paramedics. Not only do they coordinate hundreds of ambulances,
administer treatments to give you the best chance of recovery, but they also provide comfort,
reassurance and support in times of need.
Each year BCAS paramedics selflessly serve hundreds of thousands of individuals who
they may never know or meet again, but whose lives are forever made better through their
work.
July 1–7 is Paramedic Appreciation Week; an opportunity for British Columbians to
publicly recognize the contributions BCAS paramedics make in communities throughout the
province.
This year, as part of Paramedic Appreciation Week, the BCAS is asking the public to share
their stories of how paramedics have made a difference and thank paramedics for the
important role they play in their communities.
Let the paramedics in your community know how you have been impacted by their work.
Send your letters to sarah.e.taylor@gov.bc.ca.
Sarah E Taylor, Saanich

Protecting Children
Dear Editor:
Now that Stephen Harper has apologized for the harm done to Aboriginal children in the
past, let’s hope that his government will begin to recognize the ongoing suffering of the
world’s poorest children.
Despite promising to raise Canada’s foreign aid levels to the OECD average, under
Stephen Harper our overall aid has steadily declined, and has now dipped to 0.28% of GNI.
Meanwhile, the World Bank warns that unless the international community takes action, the
number of people living on a dollar a day could double, and in many countries the soaring
food prices are already pushing the people to the brink of starvation.
As a first step, Canada could meet it’s promise to spend $500 million per year on
agricultural aid, targeted towards small-scale farmers and increasing regional food security.
This would help to reverse Canada’s shameful overall decline in foreign aid—something
we may be apologizing for in the future.
Sonia Furstenau, Victoria ✐

Relatives far away? They can keep up with the Islands by reading
the full copy of Island Tides on the Internet - www.islandtides.com

It’s like they are still visiting!

www.islandtides.com
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BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…
We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.
Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

250.539.2936
SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND

Learning the Wild on a Small Island
ll Our Friends: Simple Rewards of Simple Living by DS
Hartley begins when a couple buys a rustic property on
Mayne Island. While adjusting to the simple life which the
couple has chosen, they find their lives
intertwining with an extended family of
raccoons as the animals move from the
background into the foreground of their
lives.
Seen as pets by some and pests by
others, the raccoons first show up in the
form of Bandit, who appears in winter
making a comical assault on the bird
feeder. Shortly after his lady friends, Foxy,
Raggedy Ann and Putzi, make themselves
at home. When Raggedy and Putzi bring their kits in the
summer, the yard turns into a ‘garden stage’. Following the yeararound, this devoted tale also becomes a rich almanac of Island
life. But the story is not without drama and poignancy—but what
wild life ever is. Mayne Island had an outbreak of distemper
which decimated the raccoon population.
Reading the background challenges and rewards of simple
living, we see that close contact with wildlife is the ultimate
reward—an experience few are ever lucky enough to have.
Faithfully but not sentimentally recounted, the exploits of this
merry band will make you more friend than foe of these
creatures. It will also make you yearn for the simple life, at least
from your comfy, warm reading spot.

A

A Better Way to Build

Go
Green
A Recycled House Saves Trees
Austin-Ray 2,000 sq. Ft

MORE THAN 40 HOMES AVAILABLE

1-866-606-2237

• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct.
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.

Russ Anderson

View over 100 plans at:
www.nelson-homes.com

Vancouver Island & Around the Georgia Strait (plus the Pacific!)

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

GSA’s annual summer raffle
A feature of summer on the coast is Georgia Strait Alliance’s
(GSA) annual fundraiser raffle. Even if you don’t win a prize,
proceeds support efforts to protect and conserve the beautiful
marine ecosystems of the Georgia Strait. So it’s a good investment
for residents and visitors alike.
This year’s raffle is labelled the ‘Coastal Culture Raffle’. ‘The
Strait of Georgia is home to great diversity—in its wildlife and in
its people,’ says Deborah Conner, Georgia Strait Alliance’s
executive director, ‘Our raffle aims to highlight the talents of
those who live along the Strait while raising money to help
protect all life, in and around our coastal waters.’
There’s always a skookum kayak somewhere in the prize list
and this year there’s a silver-and-gold eagle bracelet for on-shore
wear. The grand prize bracelet, valued at $1250, was handcarved and donated by Chief Darren Blaney of the Homalco First
Nation. Second prize is a ‘Whale of an Adventure’ for two in
Tofino and Hotsprings Cove, valued at $950 and donated by the
Paddler’s Inn, the InnChanter B&B and Ocean Outfitters.
The kayak is an 11ft Necky Manitou sport kayak, donated by
OceanRiver Sports and Necky Kayaks. Perfect for a beginner, the
lime-green kayak is easy to transport and includes a stern hatch
with bulkhead, comfort seat and adjustable foot pedals. It is
valued at $699.
Fourth prize is a package for the Chemainus Theatre Festival
with an overnight stay for two at the Best Western Festival Inn.
Donated by the Chemainus Theatre Festival and the Best
Western Festival Inn, this package is valued at $504.
A raffle takes, first, donors of gifts and then buyers of tickets.
The first part is well taken care of, now it’s the ticket buyers turn.
‘It is often said that the act of philanthropy is the first act of
activism and it takes funds to do the work we do,’ says Conner.
Only 3,600 tickets have been printed and they will be sold
throughout the summer until September 30, when the draw will
take place at the GSA office in Nanaimo. To buy tickets, phone
250-753-3459, email: raffle@georgiastrait.org. ✐
6 Stages ~ Kidzzone ~ Camping ~ Work Shops

R. Anderson Technical Services
Duncan, BC
Phone: (250) 720-6000
Fax: (250) 748-1698
e-mail: russanderson@shaw.ca

Accommodation & Attractions
MAUI
Vacation Condos

‘All Our Friends: Simple Rewards of Simple Living’, Trafford
Publishing, ISBN 978-1-4251-1637-8, $17.95 can be ordered online at www.trafford.com/07-0046. Also available at Sorenson
Books, Victoria; Salt Spring Books, and Miners Bay Books on
Mayne.

Your Island Representative

WWW.NICKELBROS.COM
Victoria Nanaimo Vancouver
Seattle Everett Port Townsend San Juan Islands

Many episodes of All Our Friends were serialized in Island
Tides in the ’90s and will be remembered by long-time readers.
It is wonderful, and high time, to have the complete story
between one set of covers.

July 11-13, 2008 ~ Comox Valley, BC

Summerr & Falll Weekend
d Workshops
Basketss from
m Nature’ss Bountyy - Julyy 5/66 withh Marilynn Jensenn
Caree off a Bricoleurr ~3DD Assemblagee - Julyy 26/277 withh Kenn Flettt

@

www.artsdenman.com
m
Tolll Free:
1-888-335-1221
1
Central Vancouver Island

‘HOLIDAY HOUSE’

Pender Island

Oceanfront Suite

B&B Motel • Rooms
Vacation Suites
FREE PICK-UP

20 min from Nanaimo Ferries
10 min from Nanaimo Airport

1-888-310-2299
www.ladysmithoceanview.com
www.bbvacation.com

Experience the restorative powers of nature
at Morning Moon Guest Suite
Affordable • Self contained
Spa treatments available

The Weakerthans ~ Jerry Douglas
The Sparrow Quartet

250-629-6579 www.morningmoon.ca

with Abigail Washburn and Bela Fleck

PAGE’S RESORT & MARINA
Five acres OVERLOOKING SILVA BAY
1 & 2 BEDROOM COTTAGES, fully equipped
MARINA with fuel dock (VHF66A)
CAMPGROUND with showers & laundry
BOOK & MARINE CHART STORE

3350 Coast Road, Gabriola Is.

250-247-8931

CAMPGROUND
In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest. 1o min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or 3 min drive.
Visa, Mastercard, AmEx

poetscruise@shaw.ca
www.poetscove.com

 Rainbow Rd

Salt Spring Island

250-537-4346

The Wailers featuring Elan ~ Taj Mahal
The Legendary Earl Scruggs
with family and friends

VICTORIA PICK-UP
Free with 1-week stay

Water Taxi
Eco-Tours Whale Encounters
Fishing Charters Boating Instruction

Groove to...

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

Baka Beyond and many more!

Weekend Pass
Savings to June 30

www.pagesresort.com

Wish
You
Were
Here!

1-866-898-8499
islandmusicfest.com

