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A work crew on the roof of the bunkhouse being built at the Unist’ot’en Blockade Camp, see article below.

The Unist’ot’en, the Gulf Islands and the pipelines
Dave Ages and Virginia Monk

In a clearing beside the Morice River, 65 kilometers southwest of
Houston, BC stands the Unist’ot’en Blockade Camp. This camp has
become the focal point of the opposition by the people of British
Columbia to the construction of pipelines across our Province. The
Unist’ot’en have taken a clear and easily understood position on
such development—they simply say, there will be no pipelines
constructed on their land. This clear stand has helped coalesce
opposition to the pipelines and generated waves of solidarity.
Many Gulf Islanders, engaged in their own work against the
fossil fuel economy in general and the pipelines and tankers
specifically, have felt a deep connection with the Unist’ot’en.
Back in February, in response to a call for material support for
the blockade camp, a Galiano Islander was part of a small group
that delivered two pick-up truck loads of food and supplies to the
camp. In barely a week, over $5,000 was raised, mostly on Galiano,
as part of this undertaking. Discussing what further could be done,
the leadership there indicated that what was needed most was a
secure, insulated bunkhouse which would allow the camp to be
viable year-round. This kernel of an idea quickly developed into a
concrete plan.
Fundraising was begun and close to $30,000 was raised.
Drawings for a substantial, yet simple to construct, bunk ouse were
developed. And a crew, four from Galiano and others from the
Lower Mainland and other BC communities, was assembled.
Bunkhouse construction was timed to coincide with a more
general work-camp which is held annually in May. As many as 60
people, many of them young activists, were in camp at any given
time, working on three major projects—the bunkhouse, a large pithouse being built in the traditional manner, and a permaculture

is at these

garden which will make the camp more self-sufficient.
With so many young people in the camp, there was a wonderful
energy—they’re not prepared to accept the world as it is, rather they
are confronting directly the issues of environmental degradation
and human exploitation.
During the work camp there were plenty of opportunities to hear
about the close connection of the Unist’ot’en to their land as well as
to discuss the broader analysis that undelies their opposition to all
the pipeline proposals.
Before each meal a thanks was given that always included
reference to the clean air, the bounty of the land and especially the
pure waters of the Morice River. This river, a major tributary of the
Skeena, flows strong and clear. It is one of the few rivers left in
British Columbia with water clean enough to drink without any
need for filtration or purification. It is hard to put into words the
deep connection that the Unist’ot’en feel to their land and its waters.
The Unist-ot’en have identified industry proposals for as many
as 11 pipelines across their land. The one most people have heard
of is Northern Gateway—the dual pipeline intended to bring
dilutent from the Coast to Alberta and dilbit (diluted bitumen) from
Alberta back to the Coast. Many people believe that the battle to
stop Northern Gateway has already been won. This may be true—
although the proponent, Enbridge, certainly doesn’t believe this.

Natural Gas Pipelines

The most important current battle is to stop the PTP (Pacific Trails)
pipeline for fracked natural gas. There are two reasons for this. The
PTP will enable fracking on a massive scale to proceed in northUNIST’OT’EN, please turn to page 10

High time for Gulf
Islands marine reserve

‘Fourteen years of study and consultation should be
enough to finalize a federal-provincial agreement,’
according to Laurie Gourlay, president of the
Vancouver Island and Coast Conservation Society. ‘It’s
time to honour the promise and declare the Southern
Strait of Georgia National Marine Conservation Area.’
Planning for the Southern Strait of Georgia
National Marine Conservation Area began in 2002. In
2011, new boundary announcements by federal and
BC Environment Ministers were greeted
enthusiastically.
‘It’s just a few days after World Oceans Day, and
we’re reminded of the many major economic benefits
from establishing a National Marine Conservation
Area in the waters of the Salish Sea, along Vancouver
Island,’ says Gourlay. ‘Revitalization of our fisheries,
marine and habitat renewal, waterfront and shoreline
restoration would follow—and all offer proven returns
to the local economy.’
Canada promised Marine Protected Areas at the
1992 Rio Earth Summit ‘from sea to sea to sea,’ and
did so again in 1997, passing a comprehensive Oceans
Act that made Canada the envy of all nations.

Implementation Needed

‘But we have yet to live up to that promise,’ says
Gourlay. ‘And recent reports have been alarming in

NMCA, please turn to page 3
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Mutual threat, mutual aid - Mike Dine, Deputy Fire Chief, Pender Fire Rescue

Pender Island Fire Rescue (PIFR) has announced the second
In addition to a need for Mutual Aid agreements, the Saturna integrate seamlessly with the home crew. It was just nine years
phase in an important upgrade to their training facilities. Upon dock fire also highlighted the need for firefighters from different after the Saturna Dock Fire and already mutual aid agreements,
completion, the upgraded facility will insure the quality of islands to work together seamlessly in major emergencies. common professional standards, and shared training
services delivered and address the challenges all Southern Gulf When PIFR members arrived on the scene at Lyall Harbour, opportunities had made a significant impact.
What was once an effort of neighbours-helping-neighbours
Island departments face in recruitment, training, and retention. they joined the fire suppression efforts, but did not integrate
Funded through private donations and grants, this three-phase with SIVFD. Instead, the two departments worked separately was now a structured multi-department response system
capable of managing emergencies so much larger
upgrade is the most recent event in an eleven-year path
than any one island’s department could handle
toward building cooperation among Southen Gulf
on its own.
Islands’ fire departments.
This path began with a challenge. On June 5, 2003
Live Fire Training
the Saturna Island Volunteer Fire Department (SIVFD)
Currently, SGI departments are able to access all
called for assistance in controlling a dock fire at Lyall
mandatory and special operations training at
Harbour. The fire was threatening the island’s large fuel
PIFR, except Live Fire Training. Eliminating this
tanks and creating a grave environmental threat to
gap is a priority since Live Fire Training must be
Plumper Sound, the waters between Saturna, Pender,
completed at least once a year to ensure
and Mayne.
firefighters can respond safely and effectively.
Looking across Plumper Sound, a giant column of
However, since this training is currently provided
black smoke beckoned the other islands’ firefighters.
by facilities on Vancouver Island, the high cost
When the call came over their pagers that SIVFD needed
and time commitment make it very difficult for
help, the volunteer members of PIFR eagerly awaited
volunteer departments to access it. Without a
instructions. For the officer in charge, sending his
local option, most SGI departments are currently
volunteers outside of their jurisdiction was a difficult
Photo: Priscilla Ewbank unable to meet the mandatory standards.
decision.
With the completion of of the next phase of
Mutually mopping up Saturna’s dock fire in 2003.
By leaving Pender Island, those fire fighters would be
upgrades, PIFR will offer accredited Live Fire
vulnerable to liability claims and would be operating outside of with little communication.
Training. This will allow firefighters to practice their skills in a
their work-safe protection. However, he also knew that they had
Although they were ultimately successful, a lack of teamwork burning building, and will include specialized instruction in
to respond, ‘It is impossible to ask our members to stay here is recognized as a common cause of injury, death, and failure in basement, second story, and attic fires. The facility will also
when another island needs help. These emergencies are an emergency response. As one of the firefighters remembers, provide opportunities for special operations training, such as
infrequent but, when they occur, we go. Mainland departments ‘We were two separate groups of volunteers with our hearts in confined space and rope rescues.
can call on any number of firehalls within driving distance, but the right place, but not enough training to really be as effective
Having such a facility at an easily accessible location like
here, if we don’t respond to each other’s calls for help, those calls as we should have been.’
Pender Island allows the fire departments of the Southern Gulf
go unanswered. We can’t stand by when another volunteer
Mutual Training
Islands to access more frequent and more affordable Live Fire
department needs us.’
Shared training opportunities are at the heart of successful Training. It will also provide SGI departments with an
Sending volunteer firefighters from one island to another multi-department responses. In 2005, with the help of Salt opportunity to continue training together so they will be able to
was a mark of growth for PIFR and other departments. This was Spring Island Fire Rescue, PIFR developed an in-house training better serve their communities, and when the next big
the first time that these departments had the minimum skill and program for its own members. In recent years the department emergency comes, to better aid each other.
equipment to combine efforts for a large-scale emergency. has begun accepting enrollment from other departments on a
Pender Island Fire Rescue’s training program is gratefully
However, that risk of working outside of their jurisdiction cost recovery basis. This structure has allowed PIFR to provide accepting donations of any size toward these important
presented a problem that needed to be solved. I this case ‘all’s accredited, professional fire-fighter training at an accessible upgrades. Recognizing the value this project has in protecting
well that ends well’; the fire was contained.
location and for an affordable cost.
the safety of SGI firefighters and those they serve, the Conconi
In 2005, PIFR brought island firechiefs together and within
Mayne Island Fire Rescue (MIFR) began enrolling its Foundation has offered to match the donations dollar for dollar.
a year a formal mutual aid agreement was in place among all volunteers in the PIFR training program in 2010. The benefits
To make your donation and have it count twice, please visit
but one of the SGI fire departments. The ‘Southern Gulf Islands of common standards and integrated training were made clear www.penderfire.org or call Pender Island Fire Rescue at
Inter-Island Mutual Aid Agreements’ ensures that firefighters on March 26, 2013 when PIFR volunteers responded to an inter- 250.629.3321. Pender Island Fire Rescue thanks you in advance
and their equipment can respond to other islands’ calls for help island mutual aid call for a large house fire on Mayne Island.
for your help keeping the Southern Gulf Islands and its
without making themselves vulnerable to legal or financial
When they arrived, the PIFR volunteers were able to firefighters safe. 0
repercussions.

Wheat, Part 2 - Brian Crumblehulme

I

Ancient Grains

n 1949, an American airman on leave in
Cairo, was exploring a small town bazaar
when he happened to walk by an open sack
containing an unusual looking grain (some
stories claim he was actually inside a pyramid in
Dashare), so he took a small handful and put
them in his pocket. Sometime later he gave
them to a buddy, Serviceman Earl Dedman,
who in turn passed them on to his father, a
wheat farmer in Montana. There were 36 grains
of wheat. The following spring 32 grains
sprouted and after 6 years of cultivation,
produced 1500 bushels of giant nutty wheat.
Then, excepting a brief moment of glory on
stage at the local county fair in 1964, no one
wanted them. Until in 1977 a visiting farmer
friend, T Mack Quinn inquired after the cobweb
covered sack at the back of the barn, which he
happily received as a gift.
Under the registered name Kamut (Egyptian
for 'wheat' and meaning ‘Soul of the Earth’), the
Quinns grew and marketed their new-ancient
grain. DNA analysis identified it as related to
other older varieties grown in Iraq and Iran (also
known as Khorasan). This is not surprising

given that the ancient Persian empire once ruled
Egypt.
Whether those grains really came from a
pyramid or was simply an obscure variety grown
by a few families living in the Nile valley is a
question that may have to remain an unresolved
romantic story.
With a pleasant nutty flavour and very high
(18%) protein content, Kamut is one of the first
ancient grains to be heavily marketed. Grown
co-operatively in Saskatchewan, Alberta and
Montana, it is high in minerals and oil, meaning
it is a rich food that can quickly go rancid and
should probably be avoided by people sensitive
to wheat. Kamut is a registered trade name sold
around the world in a host of products. A 2013
study published by the European Journal of
Clinical Nutrition suggested that a diet enriched
with Kamut ‘was associated with reduced
cholesterol and blood sugars’. A cautiously
optimistic statement that says it is a good food
that will probably do you no harm. I keep a bag
of the whole grain in the pantry and occasionally
mix it in with rice or other grains.
Farro (also known as Emmer) is another
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ancient wheat, this time from Iraq. It too has a
venerable history as a staple for the Alexandrian
Greek and Roman armies when they were on
the march, which seemed to be often. This too
is a fairly dry grain that in recent times has
finally given way to durum wheat for pasta
making since durum conforms better to the
requirements of mechanical handling.
What I find curious, is the list of health
benefits associated with Farro when compared
with say, Kamut, which is not that different.
According to the Whole Grain Council, farro will
‘reduce the risk of strokes, type 2 diabetes, heart
disease, asthma, carotid arteries, colorectal
cancer and hypertension’. Why are there not
laws and national programs requiring everyone
to consume a kilo a day?
Spelt wheat is the granddaddy of them all.
The oldest records, located in Georgia on the
Black Sea, date back 8,000 years. It also has a
quaint (one might say promiscuous) history
because it is genetically a cross between farro
wheat (emmer) and wild goat grass. The
resulting hybrid certainly had vigour and flavour
enough to make it a best seller for seven
thousand years when it flourished on almost
every type of soil known to woman. Perhaps for
its own venerable reasons it does not respond
well to mechanical cultivation and has since
been superceded by softer modern bread
wheats.
Sometime around 30 BCE the Roman writer
and satirist, Horace, wrote a now famous story
of the City Mouse and the Country Mouse
wherein the Country Mouse eats spelt for dinner
while the City Mouse dines on fine white
Egyptian wheat. Which is curious because
nearly all the Roman recipes that I have
generally call for common spelt bread and not
the lighter Egyptian varieties.
Freekeh, or farikah, is an Arab invention for
processing green wheat. Thought to have arisen
from the necessity of moving before the harvest,
green wheat is cut, dried and then burnt to
remove the straw and roast the grain before

—Ezekiel, 570BC

threshing. Freekeh has been extensively used
throughout the middle east for at least a
thousand years. Something of a luxury crop,
freekeh has always been expensive and used
only in the best dishes. Because it is picked
green, freekeh wheat is higher in fiber than most
wheats, thereby making it one of the darlings of
new food movement, and, because it is roasted
it has an enhanced richer, sweeter flavour.
With so many ancient varieties recently
rescued, I felt behooved to do some empirical
investigation. At a local health food store I was
able to buy Kamut and Spelt flour. The spelt was
slightly courser and darker, which I attributed
to the miller and not the grain itself. Excepting
the variation in texture the raw flours tasted the
same.
I made two identical loaves, one from each
grain using a very basic baton-style recipe:
50/50 unbleached white flour with each ancient
grain; a spoonful of oil, yeast, salt and just
enough water. Within a minute, both doughs
became smooth and velvety, which I ascribe to
the very high protein content. I continued
kneading for 10 minutes. The first rising lasted
45 minutes and the second one about 30
minutes. They were baked side by each at 450ºF
for 25 minutes after which time they were
golden brown with a hard crust.
Excepting a small difference in texture due
to the coarser spelt, they looked and tasted the
same. The crumb was very fine and uniform
which made them slightly firm. They both tasted
well with just butter, and the next day I ate a slice
of each for breakfast. They did not toast well but
tasted really good with honey.
My conclusion is there is little inherent
difference excepting variations in milling. I am
not sure if I will try them that way again but I
will certainly keep some in the pantry to mix
with other grains because they introduced a
warm nutty flavour and are very easy to knead.
If anyone can steer me to a source of farikah,
I'd love to try that too. 0
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All together now: ‘How do we stop Enbridge’s pipelines and tankers?’

I

Elizabeth May

t came to me in response to a biased question from a Sun
News reporter in Toronto. The question, playing into the
warped world of Ezra Levant, prompted me to explain what
‘protesters’ might do to block Enbridge. I am sensitive to the
right-wing propagandists and new species of spin-meisters,
social media ‘trolls’. They hope to mis-characterize the
opposition to Enbridge as radicals.
Former natural resources minister Joe Oliver tried it back
in January 2012 when he denounced anyone opposed to tearing
through our wilderness to put hazardous and toxic shipments
on supertankers through even more hazardous waters.
Watch for this spin on Twitter. I get it all the time—attacked
as hashtag ‘ecoterrorist’. So the pro-pipeline narrative would
want Canadians to believe that the legal and economically
necessary, responsible corporate citizen Enbridge, is challenged
by ‘protesters’.
With the Sun microphone in my face, I suggested that
‘protester’ wasn’t quite the right word for the government of
British Columbia, nor for the Union of British Columbia
Municipalities, nor for the two-thirds of British Columbia’s
citizens who say ‘no’. In particular, it is absurd to call residents
of Kitimat radicals— the one place in all of British Columbia
where one could make a case for the project’s economic benefits,
where the voters in a plebiscite said ‘no’ to Enbridge.
I have worked on environmental campaigns for decades—
fighting pesticide spraying, uranium mining, mega-hydro dams,
nuclear power plants, wilderness destruction. I have been part
of campaigns that won against impossible odds and did so most
of the time. But I have never been part of a coalition as broad,
as deep and as embedded in establishment voices as those
arrayed against Enbridge’s mad scheme.
And what of Enbridge? Denounced by the US regulator
following the Kalamazoo, Michigan spill as a bunch of Keystone
Kops with a ‘culture of negligence’; lambasted by Harper’s own
ambassador to First Nations, Doug Eyford, and by Alberta’s
likely next premier, Jim Prentice, as having wholly mishandled
its engagement with First Nations, through monumental
conceit and a failure to build any foundation for trust.

NMCA from page 1

We all know one thing about Enbridge—it has money to
burn, sponsoring every cultural, charity and sporting event it
can get its corporate mitts near, as well as an apparently
inexhaustible budget for television and print advertisements
extolling our beautiful wilderness. Every Enbridge ad should
remind us why we will never trust that corporation, whether
through its creative use of pastel line TV ads or the disappearing
islands of its webpage.
So who are the actual radicals in the real narrative of how we
stop Enbridge? It is Stephen Harper and his unquestioned
allegiance to the Fossil Fuel Masters of the Universe. It is not
Canada’s economy that he serves. Not when oil sands are 3% of
the GDP. Not when more jobs, more value-chains, and more
wealth will come from a diversified energy mix, a clean-tech
revolution and (yes, even keeping the oil sands pumping along
in the context of an aggressive climate plan) ensuring the
bitumen is processed and not merely stirred into toxic fossil fuel
condensate to be shipped abroad.
Putting an end to Harper’s plan to boost production to more
than three times current levels is key to having anything that
could be considered feasible and still reduce GHG to the levels
required by science.
So back to how we stop Enbridge. Art Sterritt, executive
director of Coastal First Nations, had it right. ‘Unfortunately
Ottawa didn’t get the message that they’re approving a dead
project.’ (Globe and Mail, June 18, ‘What’s next, major hurdles
face Enbridge’).
We stop Enbridge by working together. NDP, Liberal and
Green BC MPs are united. In Victoria, opposition MLAs need
to encourage an unnatural ally, premier Christy Clark, to
maintain a clearer ‘No’. When asked to support First Nations,
we have to be prepared to open our wallets and help with what
will be staggering legal costs to defend their constitutionally
enshrined rights—and our coasts and environment.
And we need to re-write this story. The radical element is led
by Stephen Harper. The threat of lawlessness is found in his
disrespect for the rule of law. The repeal of the environmental
assessment law, evisceration of the Fisheries Act, removal of

terms of species die-off, habitat loss and the Butler. ‘It’s up to those of us who truly
consequences that a failure to protect the appreciate the beauty and diversity of this area
environment has on our long-term economic to continue to push for its protection.’
VICCS is calling on Prime Minister Stephen
and social wellbeing.’
The Vancouver Island and Coast Harper and Premier Christy Clark to put
Conservation Society (VICCS) contend that declaration of the Southern Strait of Georgia
Canada would benefit from protection of the National Marine Conservation Area onto their
rich habitat and fisheries of the proposed priority list this summer, and to sign an
Southern Strait of Georgia National Marine agreement by the fall.
‘It’s time to reinvest in the jobs and
Conservation Area. VICCS argues that a series
of pocket marine reserves would foster healthy economic prosperity that we all benefit from
coastal communities along the west coast of by replenishing our natural marine
British Columbia and throughout the Gulf environment and coastline,’ states Gourlay.
Islands and Vancouver Island.
‘We look forward to working in cooperation
‘Parks Canada began the process of and partnership with all levels of government
protecting the southern Strait of Georgia over in establishing marine reserves.’ 0
a decade ago,’ adds VICCS Director Gillian
Did you appreciate this article? Help us afford the news! Mail or phone in your contribution
today. 250-216-2267

The Gulf Islands Centre for ecological Learning is now accepting registrations for
its seeP activities on salt spring, Mayne, Pender, saturna and Cortes Islands.

our programs integrate the knowledge and understanding of marine, forest and
freshwater ecosystems, food-growing and local First nations knowledge. We use
natural science, multi-sensory experiences, art, photography, theatre, story telling,
music and play as core learning methods.

salt spring Island

• seeP Camps: July 7–11 & July 14–18

Klare Yakabuski (klareyakabuski@hotmail.com)

Mayne Island

• seedlings Program: July 21-25

Tina Farmilo (tinafarmilo@shaw.ca)

Fee $140.00, (3-5 years), 9am–noon

• seeP Programs:
Forest: July 28-aug 1
Marine: august 4-8
Jessica Willows (jwillows@sd64.bc.ca)

saturna Island

• seeP Camp: august 11-15
Jessica Willows (jwillows@sd64.bc.ca)

Pender Island

• nature Program: June 30-July 4
• Garden Program: august 4-8
andrea Mills (gicel_pender@hotmail.com)

Cortes Island

• environmental Leaders
apprenticeship Program: august 20-27
andrew McPhee (amcphee@sd64.bc.ca)
Fee: $500.00, (13–17 years)

Unless otherwise noted programs are:
Time: 10am to 4pm, Monday through Friday
Children ages 6 to 12 • Fees: $200/week/child

Limited financial assistance is available for all programs.

GULF IsLands CenTre For eCoLoGICaL LearnInG
Consult our website at www.gicel.ca or email: gicel@gicel.ca.
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Did you appreciate this article? Help us afford the news! Mail
or phone in your contribution today. 250-216-2267

Tides of Change

The vessels sail empty, with skeleton crews.
No tourists aboard to admire the views.
The islanders wave as the boats leave their shores.
The hotels and resorts are closing their doors.
The seniors stay home, they won't take this trip
They paid their dues and they were gypped.
BC Ferries demise was an amazing feat.
Mr Stone has just sunk the worlds largest fleet.
Slowly it flounders in seas of red ink
While its multiple managers stew in the stink.
These captains of commerce will abandon the ships
They will take the gold handshakes and pension slips.
They have plundered the islands, they will pillage the land.
Sucking nature’s resources out of the sand.
And when the gas blows and oil soils the sea
Who will clean up the mess that once was BC
To the voice of the people they should have paid heed.
The road to extinction is paved with greed.
—Ann McLean

BULLETIN BOARD

FIREWOOD

FOR SALE
Serving Victoria &
Southern Gulf Islands

2-4 Cord Loads

Call Ian for pricing

250-539-5463
Hy-Geo
Consulting

Technical services for

<

sUMMer earTh edUCaTIon ProGraMs (seeP) 2014

endangered species legislation along any pipeline route, and the
removal of 99% of Canada’s rivers, streams and lakes from the
Navigable Waters Protection Act were acts of legislative
vandalism to clear the way for bitumen pipelines.
Those of us who wish to protect our climate, our coastlines,
our whales and our salmon and respect First Nations,
recognizing that we live on their territories—we will prevail. Our
strength lies in a shared resolve and firm commitment to nonviolence, the full exercise of our rights as citizens, and our faith,
even in this corporatist state, in democracy.
All together now.

Water Wells
Aquifers
Groundwater

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

All Types of Residential
& Commercial

VINCE SMYTHE

250-213-6316

Quality Workmanship
Reliable Service
Free Estimates
info@smytheroofing.com

(250) 658-1701

information@hy-geo.com

www.hy-geo.com

• WaTer WeLLs
• hYdroFraCTUrInG

To IMProve WeLL YIeLds

• drILLInG For GeosoUrCe

1-800-746-7444
250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com
drill@drillwell.com

an Island Family Business for
49 Years!

LOST

Lost on Pender about March 7/8.
Framing hamme r,sentimental value,
straight claw, black rubber handle
repaired with soo-goo. lost on roadside
between Ross-Smith farm and ferry
terminal.
Contact
Richard
serenfarm@explornet.ca, 250-243-2101

Car Rentals

Near Sidney, Saanich,
Victoria, Ferries & Airport
Seniors’ Specials
Long & Short Term
Mention ad for discount!

1.800.809.0788
gsaautorentals.com

Done Right - Safely

• Foreshore Applications
• Docks • Moorings
• Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker & Corey Johnson

250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

FREE!

Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!

Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up
also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

FOR SALE

Yakima Mako saddle kayak roof
rack mounts. $50/set + shipping (4
saddles). Located on Pender
Island. 250 629-6038.

NEXT DEADLINE: July 4• 250.216.2267
islandtides@islandtides.com
BOXED ADS - Start at 1-1/2 inches
B&W: $24.50/in+gst • COLOUR: $32/in+gst
WORD ADS $18 (25 words), additional words 27¢ each
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Crowd Fund

A very big thank you for the on-going show of support for Island
Tides. People are sending what they can afford. From a $5,000
cheque to renewals of voluntary subscriptions. All are delightful.
Many people say they have been forgetting, or not getting
around to, send in voluntary subscriptions for a few years, so
are making up the amount. (See the amusing letter, to the right,
about why it’s difficult to put that cheque in the mail!)
I love the letters you send, though don’t feel obliged to write
one if it slows you down!
People are also calling in with credit card numbers which
gives an opportunity for me to say ‘thank you’ in person and get
to know you each a bit better.
One of the things people tell me is how much they appreciate
the hard news, which they can’t get anywhere else in print—or
as succinctly—that’s really worth paying for. People also tell me
how much they learn from Island Tides.
So, increasing the ratio of reader support to advertiser
support seems fair and is what will create a sustainable future—
and gives us even more time to do justice to all the important
news, especially at this crucial time.
In this edition, I have focused on looking past the Northern
Gateway decision—the most important issue of our time—to
what happens next, with a good dose of optimism. Thank you
to all the people and organizations who are taking a lead in this.
For a bit of light relief, look for the photos of unusual vehicles
at ferry docks. As a knitter, I love the story of the Gitga’at
crocheters.
Of course, the crowd fund only works if everyone remembers
to put that cheque in the envelope! So please do, or call in, or etransfer or PayPal (‘how-to’ is below the first letter, right). This
edition I am putting a reminder at the end of lots of articles!
What’s also important about this ‘crowd fund’ is the dialogue
that is happening. Some people are putting their thinking caps
on as to what is the long-term future for Island Tides, which
makes me very happy.
Please keep those contributions coming! We are creating a
future for this unique newspaper—of which I am the steward—
it deserves it!
And guess what, today’s my birthday! And I received an
Islands Trust Stewardship Award! About as good as it gets!
—Christa Grace-Warrick
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Readers’ Letters

Cheques’ In The Mail

Dear Editor:
Your newspaper is too valuable to lose…. But would you please
consider Paypal (or e-transfer) so we could donate online?
Apart from the problem of finding the cheque book, finding
the pen, getting the cheque written…there’s the hassle of
locating an envelope and addressing…
… let’s face it —the real problem (apart from my laziness) is
the stamp!
But we couldn’t let the only newspaper worthy of the name
stop printing.
Ann Healey-Ray, Salt Spring
Ed’s Note: This was a great LOL letter, with lots of truth in it.
Island Tides does have a PayPal account, though PayPal’s fees,
by the time money is transferred to our bank account, are
exorbitant (around 10%). However you can do that; you just
have to send the amount from your PayPal account to:
islandtides@islandtides.com and it goes into Island Tides
PayPal account.
We can also take online e-transfers from participating
banks and credit unions. You simply create
islandtides@islandtides.com as a e-transfer payee and ask a
question to which we will know the answer. How about,
‘What’s your favourite newspaper’; to which the answer is
‘islandtides’. I am eagerly looking forward to the first
e–transfers!
For many of us the above instructions will likely make us
reach for the cheque book! Or you could give me a call with the
credit card number and have a wee chat.

Voluntary Subscriptions

Dear Fellow Readers:
Island Tides is such a valuable source of news and information
on the important issues that affect not only us as ‘Islanders’ but
some issues that affect Canadians as a whole.
That is why we very happily pay $57.75 per year to make sure
we receive the paper in North Saanich by mail....and have also
bought subscriptions for interested friends for presents!
Hey, ‘Islanders’, surely more of you could pay $30 per year
to secure Island Tides’ future!!
This is important! With warm regards,
Gwen Greenwood, North Saanich

Howe Sound LNG

Dear Editor:
I am a longtime time resident of Boyer Island in Howe Sound.
Outrage is growing at the prospect of an LNG facility at
Woodfibre and 1,000ft LNG Supertankers transiting the
shipping route to and from that site through the waters of Howe
Sound and Georgia/Haro Straits. These are not small freighters
that we are all familiar with and the LNG infrastructure (tankers
and facilities) is considered Class A Hazard.
SIGTTO sets international standards for the industry but
they must be legislated and enforced by Government. One
standard is that siting for an LNG facility should not be in a
narrow inland waterway, close to population centres and with
considerable marine traffic.
Howe Sound and the
Georgia/Haro Straits fit this description.
In 2008, the UBCM passed a resolution requesting the
Canadian Government ban LNG tanker traffic along the
Georgia/Haro Straits.
The Regional Districts and
Municipalities along the route that supported that request
consider it to still be in effect.
People need to be informed about this issue and what is
being considered for our waters or it will be too late to stop it.
The first public comment period of the EAO is now. June 12July11, 2014.
For more information, people can contact Josh Handysides
who is in charge of the file of supporting documents.
Laurie Parkinson, Boyer Island

Enbridge Decision

Dear Editor:
The Islands Trust is disappointed that the federal government
has not listened to First Nations and the people of British
Columbia. The Province of British Columbia should stand up
for this beautiful, vibrant coast and say no to heavy oil exports
by tanker or barge.
The Islands Trust Council has been expressing concern
about tanker traffic and oil spill preparedness since 1979.
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The Islands Trust Council opposes in principle oil pipeline
projects that lead to the expansion of oil export by barge and
tanker from Canada's west coast due to concern about the risk
of oil spills that could irrevocably damage coastal environments,
economies, and communities.
The Islands Trust Council has also called for the federal
government to phase out existing crude oil exports by tanker
and barge as part of a national energy strategy.
In August 2012, as Island Trust Chair, I presented to the
Joint Review Panel for the Enbridge Northern Gateway Project.
I expressed concerns about the lack of preparedness for spills
of diluted bitumen in marine waters and for oil spills generally.
To islanders whose health, lifestyles, economies and
environment depend on a healthy ocean ecosystem, the risk of
oil tankers is just too great when a successful oil spill response
clean-up operation is considered to be a 10 to 15% recovery of
spilled oil.
Our concerns are not limited to Canadian waters. We’ve
partnered with San Juan County Council in Washington State
to express our shared concerns about increasing oil spill risks
in the Salish Sea.
I’ve been to Norway to learn about their oil spill
preparedness and response frameworks. I was inspired by the
governance framework and the culture of consensus that seems
to be protecting Norway’s coast.
Conversations about shipping risks and oil spill issues need
to unfold with deep local engagement, empowering the people
most affected by oil spills’ costs.
Sheila Malcolmson, Gabriola Island

Out Of School

Dear Editor:
There is an ugly and protracted battle going on between BC’s
teachers and provincial government and as predictable as those
conflicts are, so must follow endless public hand-wringing about
the fate of the children, and the potential dire impacts of a
disrupted education.
The majority of the world can only look at our situation and
think: ‘We should be so lucky’. Currently, 57 million primarygrade kids are out of school. Barely half of all countries are
expected to provide primary education by next year. Yet it used
to be much worse: due to the efforts of the Global Partnership
for Education (GPE) and donors like Canada, since 1999 the
number of uneducated children worldwide has been halved. A
good example is Afghanistan: the number of children attending
school has gone from one to 11.5 million, and almost half are
girls.
But the need is enormous, and later this month the GPE is
slated for renewed funding, and is facing an annual shortfall of
26 billion. Canada needs to double its current commitment of
60 million if the GPE is to achieve its goal.
Compared to BC, the challenges facing education in the rest
of the world are far more dire. But while BC’s education issues
are complex, this one is very simple. The Harper government
doubling its commitment will help ensure that the GPE reaches
those final 57 million kids.
Nathaniel Poole, Victoria

Northern Gateway Route

A version of this letter was sent to PM Harper and Cabinet with
copies to BC and Alberta’s Conservative MPs from Concerned
Professional Engineers, www.concernedengineers.org.

No thanks for endorsing the decision of the National Energy
Board (NEB) granting permission to Enbridge for the Northern
Gateway (NG) pipeline to proceed; thus squandering the
opportunity to develop a route for export of Canadian bitumen
(dilbit) in the least risky manner.
You have chosen to risk Canada and the environment. Your
ill-informed decision ignored the evidence. Your decision
creates extreme risk because:
NG has chosen the riskiest port (Kitimat) to ship their Dilbit,
with tankers exposed to the high risk channels of the Northern
BC coast, navigating for 16 hours before reaching the open
ocean, compared to Prince Rupert (which would demand only
2 hours) or Port Simpson (half-hour to one hour). The Kitimat
decision was clearly made to save an extra $2 billion required
to extend the pipeline to Prince Rupert or Port Simpson from
Terrace. This extra cost saving comes at a much higher risk of
likely and much more costly bitumen spills.
The product dilbit is not proven to float in saltwater and it is
likely to sink. This uncertain behaviour is still the subject of
investigations by scientists here and in the US. This a case of
‘out of sight and out of mind’. These uncertainties mean that the
consequences of a potential spill cannot be estimated and,
therefore, a ‘world-class’ disaster response strategy cannot be
put in place.
A tanker spill clean-up fund of $1.3 billion is totally
inadequate to clean up a spill of any consequence (5 million
litres or more). Compare this fund to the Exxon Valdez spill
cleanup costs of $7 billion (and counting) to clean up less than
10% of the product spilled in 1989.
According to NG’s own estimates at least one marine spill of
5 million litres of bitumen has a 9% chance of occurring in the
50-year operating life of the pipeline. It would take only one spill
to produce a catastrophe along the BC coastline. However, the
estimate of the organization that I represent, which includes the
influence of the projected LNG traffic and does not double count
LETTERS, please turn to next page

Galiano Green to bring back affordable
housing to Galiano? Bryn Sadownik

T

om Hennessy has been living on Galiano Island since
1971. ‘When I came here things were rustic, easy and the
land cheap,’ he recalls. He built his own house on ten
acres and was part of a growing community of young people
doing the same, ‘With land selling at $1000 an acre, we paid
$10,000 and then went down to the hardware store for lumber
and cement.’
With enthusiasm and hard work, Galiano developed a
vibrant mix of residents, businesses and community services.
In the last couple of decades, the community is showing signs
of weakening. The full-time island population declined by 9.5%
between 2006 and 2011. The school population has dropped
from 115 to about 35. The Anglican Church is in danger of being
sold, and many local businesses are in jeopardy because of
declining community numbers.
The high cost of land and development restrictions are
making it increasingly difficult for families with children and
young people to stay on Galiano. It is now the Gulf Island with
the highest core housing need, more than double the Canadian
average. Residents are in core housing need when they spend
more than a third of their household total income on shelter
costs.
Ironically Galiano has more houses than people, and half of
Galiano’s homes sit empty for the better part of the year.
Hennessy and other islanders were extremely frustrated at
not doing anything. ‘Our community is suffering because people
can’t afford to start out.’
He and other residents decided to take matters into their
own hand in the late 1990s by forming the Galiano Land and
Community Housing Trust. They are now very close to breaking
ground on a new affordable housing project, Galiano Green.
This project that will use a non-profit community land trust to
make land available to islanders in need of housing so they could
build their own houses.
The Board of Galiano Land and Community Housing Trust
looked at many options for affordable housing, such as cooperative housing, co-housing and rental housing, but these all
involved millions for construction in an era in which there is
very little funding for affordable housing. Ultimately the Board
focused in the chosen model of making it possible for residents
to build their own house on leased land. The Board is very
committed to being able to prove that any rural community can
do this.
Hennessy and other residents pooled their own money so
that the Housing Trust could purchase a ten-acre site last
summer, on which some 20 home sites could be developed.
Building sites will be leased from the Housing Trust at a
monthly cost of $175-$300, removing the financial barrier of
purchasing a building lot. Housing costs will also be lower by
sharing infrastructure and allowing people to put in their own
‘sweat equity’.
For those who do not have experience in building,
community members are lined up to be mentors, and the
Housing Trust is prepared to build modest homes that could be
sold for the cost of labour and materials.

T

2014 stewardship awards

he Islands Trust Council selected the recipients of its
thirteenth annual Community Stewardship Awards on
Thursday June 19, during its quarterly meeting on
Saturna Island. The award program recognizes people for work
that supports the Islands Trust mandate to preserve and protect
the Trust Area and its unique environment and amenities.
‘These awards celebrate the people who take action to
preserve the community, culture and environment of the
islands,’ said Sheila Malcolmson, Chair of the Islands Trust
Council. ‘Forty years ago, the Islands Trust was enacted to
steward this special area cooperatively, and I’m grateful to the
community volunteers who continue to implement the
‘preserve and protect’ mandate.’
‘This year’s award recipients fundraised to complete a
regional park, inspired people about the natural world,
advocated for fair coastal ferry services, created an ecological
legacy, promoted community connection through newspaper
publishing, protected the marine environment, and built
sustainable communities,’ said Malcolmson.
Nominations were from six local trust areas: Denman,
Galiano, Salt Spring, Saturna, North Pender and South Pender
Islands.

Group Awards

• Association of Denman Island Marine Stewards for
protecting the marine environment over a 15-year period; and,
• Galiano Conservancy Association for 25 years of leadership
in sustainable community building.

LETTERS from previous page

the use of tugs, are closer to a 23% chance for the same spill
volume in the same operating life of 50 years.
Prime Minister Harper, these are some of the reasons why
we are convinced that the analysis and risk assessment of this
project is flawed and that the NEB report you received does not
reflect any of these concerns.

Hennessy proudly states, ‘We're creating a situation where
someone who could only rent can now design, build and own
their home.’
The development will be green. Rather than bulldozing the
land and dividing lots, building sites have been selected
according to the land topography and forest cover. Less than
10% of the land will be leased and more than 90% is protected
as common space, managed in perpetuity by the Housing Trust.
Housing will draw on harvested rainwater, superior insulation,
and best-practice wastewater disposal.
Jemma Lee, who is new to the community and runs her own
web design business, is excited at the prospect of Galiano Green.
In a video testimonial endorsing the project she says, ‘I want to
help build the community that I’m now a part of. It would make
a really big difference to me. It would allow me to stay in the
community.’
Hennessy says that Galiano Green ‘could change the whole
landscape of creating affordable housing’. He believes that using
land trusts and giving people the opportunity to build their
homes is something that could be replicated in many other
communities.
Since purchasing the land, the Housing Trust has been
setting the stage for the development. Because Galiano Green
is a significant departure from standard development on the
Island, they’ve needed extensive studies to show that the
concept is viable, and are now awaiting the outcome of a
rezoning application to the Islands Trust.
‘We had no idea how much consulting and studies were
needed to prove the concept,’ says Hennessy. But he notes that
the Island Trust is understandably cautious because this type
of project has never been done before.
Vancity Community Foundation is supporting this critical
stage of the project by helping to fund rezoning-related work
with a $19,460 grant. This includes demonstrating the technical
feasibility of the project to approval agencies, supporting a
Community Information Meeting, refining project financials,
and conducting a Need and Demand Study (for affordable
housing) on Galiano Island.
Emily Beam, Manager of Strategic Programs at Vancity
Community Foundation, is excited by the project’s innovative
approach. ‘We supported this project because they are trying a
new approach to affordable, green home ownership that could
be reproduced in other small communities across BC.’
A mortgage will be requested from Vancity Credit Union,
which will be repaid by the monthly lease payments. Vancity
Credit Union will also foot the legal costs. The project also
received a $4,000 grant to fund the commercial appraisal
required for mortgage approval.
The next steps are a second community information meeting
and a Public Hearing. If there is a green light, then some very
thrilled residents will be heading to the hardware store to get
some lumber and cement. 0
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Did you appreciate this article? Help us afford the news! Mail
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Not a good start to the boating season. A burning boat
spotted from the Queen of Nanaimo in the Active Pass area.

Pipelines’ tangled timelines
Patrick Brown

The federal cabinet’s approval of the Northern Gateway
proposal was announced on June 17, 2014. Some 209
conditions, developed by the NEB, will apply and cannot be
changed by cabinet. 133 of these conditions must be satisfied
before construction may start.
This NEB environmental panel approval is only the first of
five conditions set by the BC Provincial Government. At present,
the remaining four conditions appear far from being satisfied.
It is expected that the federal decision will now be challenged
by numerous First Nations, and others, delaying the start of
Northern Gateway construction, and raising real questions as
to whether it will ever be built.

Trans Mountain And The Election

Last week's Northern Gateway decision is occurring early in the
‘hearing’ process for Kinder Morgan's Trans Mountain
Expansion Project. It probably won’t make much difference to
the Trans Mountain proceedings, since K-M has already
obtained approval of their rates and contracts from the NEB.
The Trans Mountain NEB panel is scheduled to release its
PIPELINES, please turn to page 6

Individual Awards

• David Denning of Salt Spring Island for inspiring people
about Salt Spring Island’s natural world;
• Brian Hollingshead of Saturna Island for championing
coastal ferry services;
• Barrie Morrison and Nancy Waxler-Morrison
(posthumous) of North Pender Island for creating an ecological
legacy for the Pender Islands;
• Paul and Monica Petrie, Pender Islands for fundraising to
complete the Brooks Point Regional Park; and,
• Christa Grace-Warrick of the Pender Islands for 25 years
of promoting community connection through newspaper
publishing.
The Community Stewardship Awards will be presented on
the islands where the recipients live, at local trust committee
meetings. Next year’s award nominations will open in March
2015.
The Islands Trust is a federation of local government bodies
representing 25,000 people living within the Islands Trust Area
and another 10,000 non-resident property-owners. The Islands
Trust is responsible for preserving and protecting the unique
environment and amenities of the Islands Trust Area through
planning and regulating land use, development management,
education, cooperation with other agencies, and land
conservation. The area covers the islands and waters between
the British Columbia mainland and southern Vancouver Island.
It includes 13 major and more than 450 smaller islands
covering 5200 square kilometres. 0
Prime Minister Harper, you have made a totally bad decision
for the environment, the resource industry and, most of all,
Canada and the First Nations of this country.
We urge you to change your mind.
Brian Gunn, Campbell River 0
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Connections & Corrections
Those Tide Tables Are Gone

- Christa Grace-Warrick

(Einar’s Hill Bypass) will be available for public comment.
Please come out, find out more, and ask questions.
And don’t forget, public input into CRD’s Regional Trails 10year plan is open till July 10, see advertsisement in last edition
of Island Tides and visit crd.bc.ca/parks.

You may have noticed that Island Tides’ tide tables are gone.
Now that cell phones and computers will give you tide heights
and times for a huge range of places, anywhere any time. And
since Island Tides covers 120 miles up and down the Salish Sea,
Texada Summer’s Big Buzz
it no longer seemed a sensible use of space to print just a couple
Texada has an innovative
of versions.
AirBuzz Photo: Sandy McCormick
marketing
booster—an
Thank you to Island Marine
airplane fuselage. I knew you
Construction for sponsoring the
were going to ask how, why?
tides tables for two decades.
It’s a long story attached to two
This is much appreciated
of Texada’s several big summer
advertiser support! You will still
events—the Aerospace Camp
find their advertisement telling
and the Fly-in Festival. AirBuzz
you about their services on the
MkII, lovingly created onBulletin Board, page 3.
island from a section of
Crab Love
salvaged fuselage, has taken on
It didn’t take long for reader,
another life this summer!
Ken Davey, to notice that the
Eventually, AirBuzz MkII
cuddly pair of crabs in our May
will
join
the
ranks
of
the
other
Texada
AeroSpace equipment to
29 edition were not Fiddler crabs as billed—they are Tanner
help
youth
understand
flight
and
aerospace
technologies (see
crabs, also called snow crabs. How I made that error I cannot
What’s
On?
page
11).
think. Diver/photographer Derek Holzapfel, who captured the
Meantime, the not-quite-finished creation has turned out to
image, was certainly not in error. I’m still shaking my head.
be such an eye-catcher that is booked this summer as a
SGI Trail Plan Open Houses
promtional tool up and down the Sunshine Coast, and
CRD Regional Parks Committee has approved circulation of the
Vancouver Island. It is fitted out with a tourist information
draft Southern Gulf Islands Cycling and Pedestrian Trail Plan
booth.
for public consultation. The first opportunity to find out more
AirBuzz’ first gig was Sunday, June 15 in a Powell River mall
will be at Pender’s Farmer’s Market on July 19.
at the Lions Hot Dog Fest. Despite a lack of wings, lots of smart
Both the overall Southern Gulf Islands Cycling and
phones were clicking pictures, and lots of people were asking
Pedestrian Trail Draft Plan and the Pender-specific plan,
what it was all about! 0
including the Pender Island Demonstration Trail Project

PIPELINES from page 5

report on the proposal on July 2, 2015.
Following that, the cabinet is supposed to
produce its decision within 3 months, which
would be, say, October 2, 2015.
The federal election date is fixed for
October 19, 2015, about two weeks later.
Cabinet has the power to delay its decision
for at least another three months. Assuming
it does not, it may choose to approve Trans
Mountain, so whatever government is
elected on October 19, this approval
becomes a ‘fait accompli’, along with
whatever conditions are applied to Trans
Mountain by the NEB. But should the
federal Conservatives fail to achieve a
majority government, the pipeline projects
may face further regulation or legal action.
It is not clear at this point whether First
Nations and other opposition to Trans
Mountain would be as strong as to
Northern Gateway. If Northern Gateway is
not built, then Trans Mountain would
become the last pipeline option for shipping
tar sands dilbit to Asia.

Keystone XL and Energy
East

President Obama has decided to delay a
decision on the Keystone XL line until

sometime in 2015. (The US mid-term
congressional election, where the Keystone
XL pipeline is expected to be an issue, is set
for November 4, 2014.) If Obama approves
Keystone, this takes some of the pressure
off Canada to build Northern Gateway, and
thus, Trans Mountain. If he blocks
Keystone, the pressure is on the two
pipelines, and possibly on Energy East, a
pipeline proposal which may be designed
for the export of dilbit via tanker from the
east coast to Europe. (Recently, one small
tanker load of dilbit was shipped to a
refinery in Spain from the US Gulf Coast.)
With blocking or delays on all four
pipelines (Northern Gateway, Trans
Mountain, Energy East, and Keystone XL)
tar sands production could be choked off
and limited to what can be moved by
existing pipelines and rail (which has
limited capacity and may run short of tank
cars). Over the next couple of years,
unpredictable increases in world crude oil
pricing could also play a part in determining
future tar sands production plans.
This is a potential political crisis for the
Canadian Conservative government, since
it would play out just about election time. 0
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Why would a newt cross the road? Perhaps because it’s

warm. To a rough skinned newt, locally aka a salmander, a
road must feel like a heated boulder field. It’s also a likely
place to get run over which is one of newt life’s great

hazards, since predators will avoid the orange belly signal
of this poisonous-to-eat creature.

McKay and Harper protest too much
Patrick Brown

Following the rejection of Prime Minister
Harper’s choice of Marc Nadon to the Supreme
Court in March (see Elizabeth May article
‘Harper attacks the rule of law’, May 29th, 2014),
another candidate appears to be being groomed
to fill a vacancy in November.
Justice Minister Peter McKay heaped praise
on Federal Court of Appeal judge Robert
Mainville when he announced Mainville’s
appointment to the Quebec Court of Appeal in
the House of Commons in mid-June. ‘I believe
[Mainville’s] wealth of legal knowledge would be
welcome at the Supreme Court and will be of
significant benefit to the Quebec Court of Appeal,’
he commented in Question Period.
Later, McKay was asked if his statement
meant that Mainville would be named to the
Supreme Court of Canada for the vacancy for a
Quebec judge upon the retirement of Justice
Louis LeBel at the end of November. McKay
denied it. ‘No, that’s not what I’m saying at all,’
he answered, and ended the conversation.
Nevertheless, his remarks fueled rumours
that the transfer of Judge Mainville from the
Federal Court to the Quebec Court of Appeal was
intended to make him eligible for appointment
to the Supreme Court.
The nomination of Judge Marc Nadon from

the Federal Court to the Supreme Court had been
upset when the Supreme Court ruled that he was
ineligible because he had not been a current
member of the Quebec Bar. It appeared that the
Justice Minister had been warned earlier by the
Chief Justice that several of the Prime Minister’s
nominations shared this problem.
Mainville is also not currently a member of the
Quebec bar.
Nadon’s appointment had been challenged by
Toronto lawyer Rocco Galati. Galati has now also
challenged Mainville’s appointment. ‘It’s wrong.
It’s an attempt to stack the courts,’ he said.
A later statement from McKay’s office did little
to quell the rumours: ‘With the permission of
Justice Mainville, we are able to confirm that he
expressed an interest in a transfer to the Quebec
Court of Appeal for personal and professional
reasons that obviously have nothing to do with
an upcoming vacancy at the Supreme Court of
Canada.’
And the Prime Minister, speaking in
Parliament on June 17: ‘There is no vacancy on
the Supreme Court of Canada at the present time
and there is no process under way to look for a
replacement for an eventual vacancy on the
Supreme Court of Canada.’ 0

Lasqueti Health Centre - Melinda Auerbach

The Lasqueti Last Resort Society proudly reports that the
Health Center being built at the Judith Fisher Centre, on
Lasqueti Island, is nearly to lock-up and construction is about
to begin on the first elder cottage.
On July 26 a gathering will be held at the centre to celebrate
the progress to date and honour the huge efforts of the
volunteers and donors that have got the project this far. We
invite our friends and relatives in the Salish Sea area to join us.
Upon completion, the
Health Centre will provide
rooms for: a nursing station,
examinations or treatments,
health practitioners, meetings
and a respite suite. This will
greatly improve the visiting
nurse program that, now, does
not have a permanent home.
To date, the building has
been funded by local donations
and grants. Many individuals
have volunteered their labour
and services, and local merchants have given generous
discounts on materials. Lasqueti is looking forward to the
completion of the Health Centre over the next year.
The construction of the first elder cottage at the Judith Fisher
Center will commence this summer thanks to a large private
donation.
‘We are very excited to see all of our efforts coming together

to provide health services and programs in a locally run,
integrated island health care system,’ says Ray Lipovsky, VicePresident of the Lasqueti Last Resort Society.
The project started in earnest when a suitable piece of land
was donated and a local fundraising campaign was launched.
Last fall, the Last Resort Society began building the Health
Clinic entirely from local donations of labour, material and
money. The building project began with 30% of the required
funds already raised and
donations now account for over
50% of the total funds required.
If you would like to know
about this project or would like
to donate please contact
Melinda Auerbach, Fundraising
Coordinator at 250.333.8898.

About Lasqueti
Last Resort Society

The Society is a charity that
provides care to elders and
others in need within an
environment that honours individual choices. Its programs
offer safe, quality support; foster dignity, friendship, and
humour together with opportunities for integration into
community life. Community members, who wanted to provide
seniors with an alternative to leaving the Island when the daily
demands of island life became difficult, founded the Society in
2002. 0

Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank
Kids & Teachers

We’ve got kids ‘underfoot’ before summer has
started! Kids all over BC are not going to school
and are doing something
else—going to camps,
hanging
out
with
grandma, or helping their
moms and dads while the
teachers are on strike and
many parents are at work.
Our own, young James
Davies. informed me that
waiting for his mother
while she worked was
really fun ’cause he had a
big-scoop, icecream cone!
Going into town on
Monday on the morning
‘milk-run’ boat, I saw two young teachers get
on at Pender Island. I could tell they were
teachers because they had a fist full of markers
and were making up their placards on a ferry
table to carry at the ‘Support Public Education’
rally at the Legislature buildings later that day.
They were feisty, full of information about the
latest rounds of bargaining, proud of their jobs
and loved being teachers and with kids. They
are part-time School District 64–Gulf Island
teachers working on their masters degrees,
willing to travel inter-island to work at different
schools and cobble together a living and
dedicated to ‘their’ kids.
A group of interested ferry travellers joined
the discussion–everyone has a kid, or a
grandkid, or a grownup kid who is a teacher
and an opinion! I loved that these young
professionals were participating and informed,
ready and interested in talking to other citizens.
No whining, they were off to exercise their
democratic right to express their opinion!

New Baby

A new young child is also at home, on his
Island. Hunter John Money, Amanda and
Andrew’s first child, is just home from
intensive care in Vancouver. Hunter was eager
to get things rolling here in the big wide world,
due to be born two weeks from now, right after
the Lamb BBQ, he made his entry about a
month ago. While he gets his immune system
going he has to be cooed over from afar.
Congratulations to Amanda and Andrew, new
mother and father and Hunter who brought
them their roles and truly made the couple a
family!

The Importance of Being
Seaweed

The Saturna Island Marine Research and
Education Society held another one of their Sea
Talks series. Each of these lecture programs are
too good to be true! Mostly they have a lecture
component then out into the field to see the
sealife under scrutiny in action. I keep thinking
how can we share these further afield, and
educate even more of our Islanders! This last
one was titled ‘The Wildest Garden: Exotic,
Edible and Healing Seaweeds of the Salish Sea’
and was presented by the Seaweed Lady, Diane
Bernard from Sooke, a lover of seaweeds and
an inspired and ingenious entrepreneur.
Diane was searching for a business idea, a
life endeavor that would be value-added from
our natural resources, sustainable, and
environmentally sound—providing jobs better
than pouring coffee or pumping gas in coastal
communities. Slowly she edged towards
seaweeds, first in collaboration with westcoast
eateries interested in local harvested west coast

cuisine. Gradually, within her passion and
interest, she saw an opportunity with creating
high-end, skin care products containing
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natural resource that is being used. Bravo I
say!
The next lecture, on June 28, will be titled
Super Suckers: Giant Pacific
Octopus. Great job by SIMRES as
they gather together top notch
experts and are building Saturna’s
reputation for hosting significant
educators
and
research
opportunities.

That BBQ

organizing, lambs are growing, plans for are in
full swing. Dawn Woods, our volunteer master
overseer, is everywhere at once, making sure
ever-changing permit regulations are complied
with, throwing wet alder onto truck trailers,
picking up deer poo at the picnic site while
weedeaters flail and lawnmowers cut the grass,
hauling picnic tables, making phone calls and
encouraging us all as we swing into action on
our self-appointed tasks.
Some jobs are small and one-timers, some
are quick scrambles, and some have been done
for eons by the people or families who just do
them year after year and get all that they need
in place for proper execution. All those
energetic inspired volunteers-bless them!
What a leap of faith it is to work so hard to
get the site set up to serve 1,200 or 1,400
dinners and provide family frivolity. Mostly it
works out just fine, though it’s a stretch since
the weather has to be good on the land and the
sea to raise the funds we need for the medical
clinic and upkeep of the Community Hall. 0

Orders are in for beer, the band,
wine, prizes, porta-potties, baked
goods, face paints, rolls of parking
tape, coconuts, ice cream, plates,
posters, lambs and all sorts of
SEAWEED TALK things! The wood is cut and
stacked, the mint sauce party—
while drinking wine and laughing a lot—got
organic USDA certified, seaweed. Bernard now gallons of the stuff made (no spearmint, no
employs 10 women, has a DFO permit to fuzzy apple mint, just proper mint allowed).
harvest 12 species of seaweed from Jordan
The 65th Canada Day Saturna Lamb BBQ
River to Race Rocks—39 miles of shoreline and is coming up like a hurricane! People are selfher line SeaFlora is giving French spa market
products a run for their money with her
beautifully packaged, westcoast seaweed spa
supplies.
Diane Bernard had a wealth of intriguing
information she dispensed about seaweeds.
She got everyone’s attention and laughter by
promising, ‘There will be a skill test afterwards’
and the winners will receive some of her
products. During the lecture delicious seaweed
and mint tea was handed out.
Ms Bernard was a riot to watch—sort of
seaweed theatrics—she uses her hands, her
arms and sways like a seaweed in a current as
she presents all sorts of cultural, scientific, and
personal information. She sends armfuls of
seaweeds around the audience, identifying
them, eating them and encouraging us all to
smell and touch and hold. She is passionate
about the magnificence of our native westcoast
seaweeds, their ecology and their healthful
properties.
Everyone went to Thomson Park on south
Saturna afterwards for a hands on examination
Photo: Jan Slakov
of interior Salish Sea seaweed communities.
Seaweeds are deciduous, spawning tiny plants,
Saanich-Gulf Islands MP Elizabeth May had many 60th birthday
with all kinds of communities of fish, sponges,
celebrations—over the span of a couple of weeks. This one above was a
algae, crabs and whatnot depending on them
for food, homes, and protection.
surprise party aboard the Skeena Queen. Another one was shared with ‘Bob
Latin names are what she uses, as she
Dylan’ at his annual musical birthday party on Galiano. Bob’s profile on his
handed around marvelous specimens of damp,
clean-smelling fronds and holdfasts telling us
forest fire of a cake is pictured below—where did the years go?
about individual species, special properties and
growth patterns. She imparted her
appreciation for the red, green and brown
seaweeds, that have been on Earth for millions
of years; their regular cycles of growth
depending on the tilt of the earth in fall, winter,
and spring for their lifecycle, even verifiably
influenced by the full moon.
Seaweeds are harvested in August, trimmed
by hand on low tides, after they have
propagated. Freshly harvested seaweeds are
bright-smelling and easy to touch and handle,
your hands do feel smooth and soft after
coming in contact with the slightly gelatinous
outer layer.
Launching a business is time consuming
and requires a nimbleness of mind and hard
work. It is a delight to see and hear that Diane
Bernard is dedicated to truly walking the line
of sustainable business practices—embedded
in a coastal community, hiring locals, working
PHOTO: Elizabeth May
within a scale that doesn’t overwhelm either
community-place or the life cycles of the

Science confirms First Nation Knowledge: two distinct wolf types in BC
New research, co-authored by a University of Victoria wildlife
scientist, provides evidence that BC’s mainland wolves and
coastal wolves appear to be genetically distinct. Scientists
analyzed DNA samples from wolf scats collected in the field.
The research, published in the scientific journal BMC
Ecology, affirms what Chester Starr, an elder from the Heiltsuk
First Nation on BC’s remote west coast, and his people have
always known. In fact, Starr’s insight provided motivation for
the study.
It was likely the profoundly different ecological
environments that created the genetic separation, explains coauthor Dr Chris Darimont, Hakai-Raincoast professor at UVic
and a scientist at the Raincoast Conservation Foundation.
Coastal islands offer wolves more marine-based foods, such as
salmon and marine mammals—preferences that are passed on

from generation to generation. Over time, coastal wolves bred
more frequently with one another and less frequently with their
deer-loving relatives on the mainland.
‘The fact that this is not supposed to happen over such a
short distance is what makes this special,’ says Darimont. ‘We’d
absolutely expect wolves from Alberta and Alaska to differ, but
we would not expect this genetic gradient within an area that is
only 2,000 square kilometres.’
‘The discovery reminds us that although indigenous and
scientific approaches constitute different paths to knowledge,
they’re rooted in the same reality and provide complementary
information, adds Darimont. ‘Earlier in my career, I had
assumed that ecological knowledge could only come from
science. I was wrong, and it’s exciting to learn from this and
similar experiences.’ 0
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On Sunday, June 8, Mayne Island's Sally Ireland read from her book,
Fox’s Nose, to a standing room-only audience at the Mayne Island
Library.
The reading was part of a series of author readings by local writers
hosted by the Mayne Island Library. Readings have included authors
Marie Elliott, Kit Pearson, Grant Buday, Anny Scoones and Arleen Pare.
Next reading, featuring Pam Withers, coming up on Saturday, July 5.
Check out your library and the bookstores featured to the left! And
read a review of another local author, below.

Book Review by David Suzuki & Ian Hanington

The right to a healthy
environment
Public health worker Beatriz Mendoza was
living near the Riachuelo River in Buenos
Aires, Argentina, when she started losing
feeling in her fingers and toes. Her neighbours
were also experiencing health issues—
including skin rashes, cancers and birth
defects—clearly linked to pollution in the
heavily industrialized area. The MatanzaRiachuelo basin is one of the most
contaminated waterways in Latin America.
In 2004, Mendoza and other residents
sued the national, provincial and municipal
governments and 44 corporations. And they
won. Environmental lawyer (and Penderdweller) David R Boyd describes the case in his
book, The Right to a Healthy Environment:
Revitalizing Canada’s Constitution. He writes
that the lawsuit led Argentina’s government to
establish a new river basin authority and put
in place clean-up, restoration and regional
environmental health plans.
The government has since increased the
number of environmental inspectors in the
region from three to 250, and created 139
sampling points for monitoring water, air and
soil quality. Three new water treatment plants
have been built, providing clean water to
millions of people; 11 sewage-treatment plants
have been built or expanded, also serving
millions; 169 garbage dumps have been
closed; and 484 polluting industrial facilities
have been shut down.
As Boyd points out, this was possible
because Argentina’s constitution recognizes
‘the right to a healthy environment and the
citizens’ power to defend their rights through
the judicial system.’ It’s a right that people in
more than 100 countries worldwide enjoy.
Canadians are not among them.
Our Charter of Rights and Freedoms gives
us freedom of expression, equal protection
from discrimination and the right to life,
liberty and security of the person. But one
fundamental right is notably absent—to live in
an environment conducive to health and wellbeing, with clean air, water and soil and
biological diversity. As Boyd writes, ‘In a
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country where Nature is an integral element of
our national identity, and in an era where
scientific evidence establishes our basic
dependence on a healthy environment, it is
striking that our constitution makes no
reference to it.’
Along with David Boyd and NGO
Ecojustice, the David Suzuki Foundation has
been working to change that. Boyd’s book
helped launch the initiative. Boyd makes a
convincing case for the necessity of such
constitutional protection. He points to
evidence from more than 100 nations
demonstrating
that,
‘constitutional
entrenchment of environmental rights and
responsibilities contributes to stronger laws,
increased enforcement, an enhanced role for
citizens, and improved environmental
performance.’
Although the idea of a constitutional right
to a healthy environment is gaining support, it
does have its detractors, including some
government and industry insiders in Canada.
The Canadian Association of Petroleum
Producers argues such a law would harm our
economy,
and
some
government
representatives claim it would hinder tar sands
and other industrial development. Boyd
doesn’t buy it. He notes that constitutional
rights must be balanced against competing
rights. For example, free speech comes with
restrictions against pornography, hate
literature, false advertising and so on.
Evidence
from
countries
with
environmental rights, such as Norway, also
shows the shakiness of the economic
argument. ‘Rather than trumping economic
activity,’ Boyd writes, ‘the right to a healthy
environment would compel, or at least
increase the likelihood of, sustainable
development.’
And, even though there is still much to be
done in Argentina’s Matanza-Riachuelo River
Basin, people there are already enjoying
significantly improved living conditions,
including a stronger local economy.
BOOK REVIEW, please turn to page 11
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The National Energy Board has made available reports on two
Trans Mountain oil spills discovered in 2013. They are
presented as examples of the procedures used to detect and
repair defects in the 60-year old pipeline.
One spill, at Kilometre Post 923.56, just upstream of the
Kingsvale pumping station was detected in June, 2013 by inline inspection tools. It was estimated that less than 1 cubic
metre (6 barrels) of crude oil had escaped, due to a ‘latent
mechanical damage defect’.
The defect appeared to be a dent, with a number of gouge
marks, caused by ‘third party’ contact, probably with heavy
machinery. Metal fatigue had resulted in eventual leakage.
The second spill, at KP 966.89 in the Coquihalla Canyon,
was due to a 50mm long ‘seam weld crack’. It had also been
detected through in-line inspection, but had been confirmed by
a circumferential axial flaw detection tool. Early estimates of 34 cubic metres (20 barrels) spillage were later revised to 18 cubic
metres (110 barrels).
In fact, the removal of large amounts of contaminated soil
led some observers to comment that this may be an
underestimate. Kinder Morgan noted that the extensive soil
removal was due to the spill’s proximity to a provincial park.
The defect was described as a manufacturing defect, where
a flaw in the inner seam weld had been inadequately repaired.
Like the other defect, metal fatigue had eventually led to
penetration of the crack right through the pipe.
In both cases, the damaged sections were cut out and
replaced. The flow was restarted at 80% of maximum operating
pressure.

No Drilling Through Burnaby Mountain

The City of Burnaby is opposing a newly proposed route for the
Trans Mountain pipeline that would utilize a tunnel through
Burnaby Mountain. The route would avoid twinning along the
existing route which runs under a residential area of North
Burnaby. The existing pipeline from Trans Mountain’s Burnaby
terminal and tank farm, to the south of Burnaby Mountain, to
the Marine Terminal on Burrard Inlet, travels under a number
of residential streets and buildings.
The city refuses to permit engineers to conduct geological
testing to determine whether a tunnel is feasible. Kinder
Morgan could request that the National Energy Board issue an
order which would force the City of Burnaby to permit Kinder
Morgan to access the necessary sites for geological research. 0

Oyster River permits raise
watershed concerns

Despite objections from the Comox Valley Regional District to
the granting of tenures, the provincial Ministry of Energy and
Mines has awarded coal tenure to Hillsborough Resources Ltd
for 2287 hectares in two claims on Woodhus Creek and the
Oyster River, near the Quinsam coal mine. In May,
Hillsborough applied for permits to drill five exploration holes
in the area. The CVRD, in letters to the Ministry, has expressed
its concern about coal exploration and drilling in the Oyster
River watershed.
In addition, Golden River Resource Inc. has applied for
claims adjoining Compliance Coal Corporation’s Anderson Lake
tenures, and adjoining Hillsborough’s Woodhus Creek tenures.
Golden River has applied for a further 2250 hectares in two
more claims near Woodhus Creek.
All this activity has Comox area residents concerned about
further mining which might result if test drilling indicates
potential. The CVRD has requested extensive environmental
protection and remediation, but it has no actual authority over
mining activities.
In 1985, a license was refused to Nuspar Resources because
of extensive acid runoff.

Fracking on Vancouver Island?

Residents are also concerned about the purchase of the old Elk
Falls pulp mill site north of Campbell River. Quicksilver
Resources Canada, based in Fort Worth Texas, bought a 1200
acre site for $8.6 million, on which they apparently plan to build
a natural gas liquefaction plant. The LNG would be loaded into
tankers there, and shipped out through Haro Strait past Victoria
to Asian markets. The plant is to be renamed ‘Discovery LNG’.
Interestingly, Quicksilver has 128,000 acres of gas leases in
the Horn River Basin in north-eastern BC and carries on
extensive fracking operations there.
Putting two and two together, residents are concerned about
possible drilling and fracturing in the coal seams of eastern
Vancouver Island. While it may presently appear that natural
gas for the plant would be supplied through a pipeline on the
sea floor crossing the Strait of Georgia, possible local production
from the large coal seams underlying the east coast of
Vancouver Island cannot be ignored.
This has given rise to an extensive discussion. The consensus
of opinion was that straight drilling for coalbed methane was
not economical anywhere on Vancouver Island, and that
fracking, with its high costs and water demands for each well,
would be even less likely.
Any drilling, then, would be for coal mining potential. This
would be for thermal coal, which is currently suffering low prices
and potential oversupply from US sources. 0

Could We Live Without Pipelines and Tar Sands?

S

Guy Dauncey

o, Canada’s federal government has approved
construction of the proposed Enbridge pipeline that is
intended to carry bitumen from Alberta’s tar sands to
Kitimat, and thence by ocean to China.
If we do not go ahead, the Prime Minister warns us, Canada’s
economy will be in grave danger. ‘No country is going to take
actions that are going to deliberately destroy jobs and growth
in their country,’ he declared a week ago, in a joint statement
with the openly climate-denying Prime Minister of Australia,
Tony Abbott.
But what if none of this is true? What if there were two
possible directions that Canada’s future economy could take,
not just one? What if there was another future built on clean
technology, renewable energy, sustainable transportation and
zero-carbon buildings, in which Canada could prosper without
the tar sands and the unwanted pipelines, and without all the
fracking, the oil-polluted waters, the exploding trains, the waves
of public opposition and the legal challenges from First Nations?
To Stephen Harper and his supporters, such a future is
unthinkable. He would far rather we dwell on the danger of not
supporting fossil fuel expansion than the far graver danger of a
world that is four, five or even six degrees warmer due to the
carbon released by the fossil fuels.

1894: Danger—Horse Manure Ahead!

A hundred and twenty years ago, our economy was so
dependent on horses that unless something was done, we were
warned, we would drown under a sea of horse-manure. But
what happened? Change happened—we invented our way into
a different world.
And change is happening again. The Age of Fossil Fuels,
which started with coal-fired steam engines, is winding down.
Around the world, financially viable oil is running out; investors

W

are beginning to walk away. By 2030 it may all be over, and the
Solar Age will have stepped in to take over.
Once upon a time, iron replaced stone. Then cars replaced
horses, and fossil fuels replaced whale oil. Today, renewable
energy is replacing fossil fuels. The transition is upon us: you
just need to know where to look.

Young People Want A Different World

Young people are growing up who want a different world, with
more sharing, instead of debt; more community, instead of
commuting; more solar and wind energy, instead of fossil fuels;
more organic food and farming, instead of chemicals; more
cities with decent bike lanes and public transit, instead of noise
and stress; and more suburbs with decent light rail transit and
railways, instead of highway frustration.
In Holland, thanks to an investment in safe, separated bike
lanes, over 30% of the Dutch people use a bicycle as their main
mode of transportation, creating jobs by spending their money
on culture and restaurants instead of fossil fuels. In 2001 there
were just one or two city bike-sharing schemes around the
world; by 2012 there were 400 schemes. Where there are hills,
electric bikes are making gravity disappear.
In 1998, just 905 people belonged to carshare groups around
the world. By 2012, that number had increased two
thousandfold to 1.78 million. By 2020, carsharing revenues are
set to hit $6 billion, with 12 million members worldwide.
In 2009, a mere 10,000 electric vehicles (EV) were sold
globally. Within the last four years the number has increased
20-fold to 210,000 a year; Norway alone is increasing the
number of EVs on its roads by 1,000 a month. By 2020, the
International Energy Agency’s Electric Vehicle initiative expects
to see 24 million EVs on the road.
EV batteries? Since 2009 their price has fallen by 500%,
from $1,000 to $200/kwh. By 2020, expect to be able to buy a
cost-competitive EV without need for subsidy.

Crochet chain ‘blockades’ Douglas Channel

omen of the Gitga’at First Nation led a symbolic
blockade against the Northern Gateway pipeline on
Friday, June 20, by stretching a crochet ‘Chain of
Hope’ across Douglas Channel to show their deep opposition to
oil tankers and oil spills in BC’s narrow coastal waters.
A flotilla of boats began the journey at 2pm after inclement
weather delayed their launch. Gitga’at women paddled a canoe
across the channel in the pouring rain, carrying the giant spool
of multicolor crochet wool.
Decorated with family keepsakes and mementos including
baby pictures and fishing floats with messages written on them,
the chain was laid from Hawkesbury Island to Hartley Bay, a
distance of 11,544 feet.
‘I rolled my eyes at my mom when she first talked of
'crocheting' a line to stop oil tankers,’ said Jodi Hill, a member
of the Gitga’at First Nation and Chain of Hope participant. ‘She
said she would ‘protest with what she had’ and it was ‘symbolic’.
‘The community came together and everyone crocheted, to
show our full support for the Gitga’at way of life, to stand up for
our coast, the whales, our traditions, our food and for the future
Gitga’at that will use our territory for generations to come. We
stand today to take care for generations we will never meet, just
as our ancestors stood up for us. The crochet line means
something to us all now. We won’t stand for Enbridge or the
government that supports them.’
Beginning in early April, the women quickly exceeded the
length needed to cross the channel and created a chain 20,382

Not so safe travels?

Changes in transportation oversight have inspectors concerned
about the safety of the travelling public. Christine Collins,
National President of the Union of Canadian Transportation
Employees (UCTE), told parliament you can’t do away with
direct inspections without putting people at risk. ‘Transport
Canada is putting too much trust in industry to regulate itself
by relying on company safety management systems,’ she
reports. ‘Gone are the days of unannounced inspections.
Companies must be given as much as 10-weeks minimum
notice in some cases.’
On June 5, Collins presented UCTE's position paper,
Canada’s Broken Transportation Safety Oversight System: A
Concerned Inspectorate Speaks to the Standing Committee on

<
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feet long.
This isn’t the first time the Gitga’at have used chains on the
water to stop threats against their people. Hundreds of years
ago, the Gitga’at strung a chain made of tree branches across a
narrow channel. The chain was used to keep watch at night by
alerting the Gitga’at to any intruders passing over it.
In 1977 the Gitga’at joined with other fishermen, the United
Church and environmentalists to present a united front against
the Kitimat Pipeline Company’s proposal to build a supertanker
terminal in Kitimat. Thanks to widespread public opposition,
the terminal was never built.
‘The Gitga’at people will do whatever is necessary to protect
our territory from the danger of oil tankers and oil spills,’ said
Arnold Clifton, Chief Councillor of the Gitga’at First Nation.
‘This blockade by the women of our community is clear evidence
of that. We are proud and unified by their leadership and we
will protect the Great Bear Rainforest and BC’s coastal waters
for all British Columbians.’
‘This chain is made of wool, but it’s stronger than steel,’ said
Grand Chief Stewart Phillip, President of the Union of BC
Indian Chiefs. ‘First Nations will do whatever it takes to protect
our communities from the dangers of oil spills because we have
everything to lose. The BC and Canadian governments ignore
this message at their own peril.’
British Columbians are encouraged to join the Chain of Hope
online (www.chainofhope.ca) and via Facebook to build a chain
of opposition across BC. 0
Transportation, Infrastructure and Communications.
Highlights include:
• Direct and unannounced inspections should be the
primary oversight method.
• Safety Management Systems should be an additional layer
of safety, not a replacement layer for direct inspections.
• There must be clear whistleblower protections for those
both within and outside of government.
• Incident reporting should be publicly available.
• Follow up time limits should be imposed on
Transportation Safety Board (TSB) recommendations.
‘I believe that our members and Transport Canada
management have the same goal—to keep the travelling public
safe,’ said Ms Collins. ‘The problem is no-one is asking the
experts, Transport’s own inspectors, what is working.’
UCTE is the national union that represents most inspectors at
Transport Canada and the Transportation Safety Board. 0
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‘Those Romantic Hippies at Barclays
Bank’

In 1980, installed solar photovoltaic panels cost $100 a watt.
Today, the price has fallen to $4. Before 2010, just 50GW of
solar had been installed globally. A mere four years later, global
solar capacity is approaching 200GW. By 2020, if the price falls
as predicted to $1.60 a watt, a solar tsunami will sweep the
world. Bill McKibben recently wrote, ‘those romantic hippies at
Barclays Bank downgraded utility bonds precisely because of
rapid advances in the storage of solar-generated electricity,
arguing that for many customers it would be as ‘cheap or
cheaper’ than utility-generated power within four years.’
Back in 2004, investors sank $54 billion into clean energy.
By 2011, this had ballooned five-fold to $302 billion. By 2030,
according to Bloomberg New Energy Finance CEO Michael
Leibreich, clean energy will total 73% of all global energy
investments. Just last week, Warren Buffett announced that he
was doubling his $15 billion investment in renewable energy.

Another Canada Is Possible

Another Canada is possible. Picture a future in which our future
prosperity is driven not by oil, but by investments in renewable
energy; in which Ontario has become an electric vehicles
innovation hub and renewable energy from Quebec, Ontario
and Manitoba is being exported to cities in the US; a future in
which British Columbia’s expertise in clean tech innovation is
sought all over the world; a future in which we no longer need
to spend billions every year subsidizing the oil industry and
where the money spent on renewable energy remains here in
Canada, creating demand and supporting new business activity.
It’s a good future, and it sets us on the path to a long-term
future that is fairly amazing, since renewable energy is not just
clean—it will also never run out. The curtains will fall on the Age
of Fossil Fuels after just 300 years. The Solar Age will last for as
long as the Sun sends us energy.
So the next time you hear a politician warning that if we don’t
develop the tar sands and the pipelines, all hell will break loose,
remember that there is an alternative. We have two options, not
one last ditch path. And while we may be metaphorically
drowning in political horseshit, we never did drown in actual
horse-manure.0
Well-known westcoast innovator Guy Dauncey is BC
Sustainable Energy Association’s founder and communication
director. Visit www.bcsea.org/blog/guy-dauncey for more
good news.

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…

We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.
Open daily 9am to 6pm

250.539.2936
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Unwanted pipeline, unwilling province: the next steps

irst Nations and two-thirds of British
Columbians deny Northern Gateway
permission to proceed, says a coalition of
First Nations and civil society groups and their
members.
With many First Nations gearing up for court
Join Our Team
battles to protect their territories from this risky
Community Health Workers proposal, representatives of Coastal First Nations,
Dogwood Initiative, Unifor, West Coast
Casual Community Health Workers
Environmental Law, Douglas Channel Watch and
needed to provide personal care for the
Southern Gulf Islands, particularly on
One Cowichan promised to work together to defeat
Mayne Island & Galiano Island.
Northern Gateway, regardless of the approval issued
by the federal cabinet.
Required Qualifications:
t)FBMUI$BSF"JEF3FTJEFOU$BSF"JEF
‘Our people have lived on this coast for 10,000
Certificate; or 1 year nursing education.
years,’ said Art Sterritt, Executive Director of Coastal
t3FHJTUSBUJPOXJUI#$$BSF"JEF3FHJTUSZ
First Nations. ‘Over that time we developed laws and
XXXDBDIXSCDDB
t$SJNJOBMSFDPSEDIFDLDPOEVDUFEEVSJOH protocols to keep human impacts on the landscape
hiring process.
in balance. Those laws are still in effect. Crude oil
t%SJWFST-JDFOTFBOESFMJBCMFDBSSFRVJSFE
tankers are banned in our territories under First
and compensated.
Nations law.’
We are especially interested in evening
Survey results indicate the majority of British
BOEPSXFFLFOEBWBJMBCJMJUZ
Columbians support legislation in line with the First
Nations ban. Polls consistently show two-thirds of
Starting wage: $18.95/hr + 9.6% in
lieu of benefits
BC voters agree the North Coast is no place for oil
tankers. A recent Bloomberg-Nanos poll found only
Please submit your resume, with
29% support for the Northern Gateway proposal.
your hours of work availability to
hr@beaconcs.ca or:
‘This is an issue of democracy,’ said Will Horter,
Executive
Director of Dogwood Initiative, BC’s
Fax: 250-361-8720; Mail:
#FBDPO$PNNVOJUZ4FSWJDFT
largest nonpartisan organizing network. ‘Our
2723 Quadra Street
communities will work together to defeat this
7JDUPSJB #$75&
pipeline, be it in the courts or at the ballot box.’
‘The energy industry feeds our families and
www.beaconcs.ca
supports our industries. But we don’t support
exporting our raw bitumen to be refined in other

countries,’ said union leader Jerry Dias, Unifor’s
national president. ‘Northern Gateway ignores the
reality of climate change, offers few long-term jobs,
and doesn't address First Nations’ concerns. Unifor
is committed to working with First Nations and
environmental organizations to find a better way
forward.’
Together the groups vow to continue building
democratic resistance to Enbridge’s project across
the province, using a community organizing model
recently put to the test in Kitimat, the coastal town
where citizens rejected Northern Gateway in April.

Let BC Vote

To this end, Dogwood Initiative has launched
LetBCvote.ca, a campaign to prepare for a provincewide citizens’ initiative in the event Premier Christy
Clark reverses her government’s rejection of
Northern Gateway and attempts to issue provincial
pipeline permits.
‘First Nations have used their laws to protect our
land and water from toxic, sinking bitumen. Will the
provincial government do the same?’ asked Jessica
Clogg, Executive Director & Senior Counsel of the
West Coast Environmental Law Association. ‘We are
currently drafting legislation which, if introduced via
a citizens’ initiative, would ensure BC uses its
legislative authority to keep our rivers and streams
free from Enbridge oil.’
As with the 2010 Initiative to End the
Harmonized Sales Tax (HST), a successful petition
would require signatures from 10% of voters in each
provincial riding, amounting to 320,000 people.
With 153,000 BC voters already in support,
Dogwood has trained canvassing teams in 31 of B.C’s

85 ridings, from the Kootenays to Prince George to
West Vancouver.
Vancouver Island group One Cowichan is
building canvassing teams in two additional ridings,
encouraging other local organizations to do the
same. ‘The work of creating space for clean energy
solutions begins at the local level, neighbourhood by
neighbourhood,’ said One Cowichan’s Rosalie
Sawrie. ‘We citizens are way ahead of our elected
officials on this right now, so it’s up to us to come
together to force them to catch up.’
Together, Dogwood, One Cowichan, and other
partners are committed to building a network of
allied organizers across all 85 provincial ridings in BC.
‘First Nations can’t do all the heavy lifting alone,’
Coastal First Nations’ Sterritt said. ‘It’s time for
people across this province to stand up for the home
we all love. If we get organized and work together on
the goals we all share, good luck to any politicians
trying to force things on us from Ottawa.’
The Kitimat experience, organizers say, should
serve as a warning to elected officials.
‘Kitimat did stand to benefit from the Northern
Gateway project, but not enough to convince my
neighbours in this industrial town to accept the
risks,’ said Patricia Lange, an organizer with local
volunteer group Douglas Channel Watch. ‘With little
to gain and so much to lose, including existing jobs
in the fishing and tourism industries—let alone the
First Nations culture—we stood up to defend BC’s
North Coast marine environment.’
‘Enbridge’s advertisements didn’t fool people,’
Lange said. ‘And when we finally had the chance to
vote, we voted no.’ 0

Anti-smart meter rally in Courtenay

Seventy-five people who are still resisting the installation of
smart meters, and those who have had them installed against
their will, rallied on Saturday, June 14 in front of the office of
Comox Valley MLA Don McRae.
‘The rally is part of a campaign to publicly identify people
who have refused smart meters, and to build a coalition to
provide support for one another,’ says organizer Kel Kelly,
‘There are a significant number of citizens, many of them
seniors, who are feeling isolated and intimidated by BC Hydro.’
‘Many of these people do not use the internet and do not
understand that they are surrounded by supporters. This rally
is for them.’
The local group is spearheading the creation of a provincewide registry of smart meter resisters, designed to enable people
from all corners of the province to communicate with each
other. ‘There is power in information,’ says Kelly, ‘and we need
to share it with as many people as possible.’
‘Even if you already have a smart meter, there is still
something you can do,’ says Kelly. Information will be available
on a province-wide class action lawsuit that is planned by
citizens who have had a smart meter installed against their will.
For more information contact Kel Kelly at 250.337.8348 or
kelkelly55@yahoo.ca. 0

UNIST’OT’EN from page 1

eastern British Columbia—putting watersheds, air quality and
forests in jeopardy. But, just as importantly, PTP is like a Trojan
horse. If it is built, thus establishing a pipeline corridor through
BC, it will be much harder to stop subsequent pipeline
proposals. Since both the BC Liberals and the BCNDP have
come out in favour of PTP, and because this proposal has been
promoted as a ‘clean’ energy project, this will be the harder fight.
During our time at the camp we met many indigenous
people—elders and activists; Unist’ot’en, other Wet’suwet’en
and neighbouring Nations. On one occasion in particular, a
multi-generational group of about ten Unist’ot’en people came
to the camp. After a tour of the various projects, they stood in
the middle of the bunkhouse and addressed the work crew.
Their words about their struggle to protect their land and their
thanks to those who were standing together with them, were
very heartfelt and moving.
Bunkhouse construction moved quickly, even with a crew
of essentially unskilled and semi-skilled workers—many of
whom had never set foot on a construction site before. In about
12 days the bunkhouse, a structure with about 1400 square feet
of usable space, was taken to lock-up, insulated and completely
sheathed inside and out. Within the next weeks the building
will be completed with the construction of bunks, the addition
of a wood stove, and other final details.
The hope of the Unist’ot’en, and of those who helped
construct this bunk house, is that its role as part of a blockade
camp will be rendered redundant. Perhaps after the last
pipeline proposal has been withdrawn, the bunkhouse will
become part of an educational centre.
For more information about the Unist’ot’en Camp and the
fight to stop the pipelines go to unistotencamp.com or
forestaction.wikidot.com. 0
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Dealing With Government - Patrick Brown

Balanced Budget

Your government may say it has ‘balanced’ its
budget. This means that it has completed a
theoretical arithmetical exercise which
purports to show that the estimated total of
next year’s operating revenues equals the
estimated total of next year’s operating costs
(hence ‘balanced’).
The government presents this exercise as
evidence of fiscal responsibility. It is nothing
of the sort.
It proves neither transparency nor
competence.
A ‘balanced budget’ is irrelevant to the
actual performance of a government. It
presents only the appearance of probity. To
achieve this purpose, it need only be slightly
believable.
Many of those estimates are incremental;
the previous year’s figures plus or minus an
arbitrary percentage. Other estimates depend
on guesses about economic trends, uncertain
and unreliable. A claim of ‘no tax increases’
often obscures increases in other charges. Low
revenue estimates are often used to justify
arbitrary program reductions.
Whether these estimates of future costs
actually turn out to be true will not be known
until it is too late to do anything about them;
such is the nature of government accounting.
Operating costs merely record the surface
of government. Capital expenditures are
excluded. Government subsidiaries are
excluded. Long term finance and
public/private partnerships are not shown.
What is excluded may be more important than
what is revealed.

A democracy is defined by the ‘control of
the purse’, which should lie with the most
representative elected body. The budget
should explain clearly what expenditures were
for, what department incurred them, and
what objective was served. Any observer
should be able to determine whether ‘value for
money’ was received.
The accuracy of any budget is supposed to
be reflected in the passage of a legislative vote
of confidence. In Canada, the federal
government has blocked any meaningful
evaluation by presenting a budget with vague
objectives and few figures, together with
omnibus bills containing hundreds of pages of
irrelevant ‘enabling legislation’.
Any government budget describes the
impact of the government’s operations upon
the economy of the province, or the nation.
The claim of balance is intended to imply that
its effect on the economy is neutral. This is
unlikely, but little attention is generally paid to
this aspect of government budgeting.
The ‘balanced budget’ is never a marker of
responsible government. Often, it conceals
blind austerity, thoughtless management, and
the deliberate obstruction of public
understanding. It may frequently contain
unsupported and incremental estimates. It
may fail to describe major government capital
initiatives, or financing and long term contract
commitments
with
private
sector
organizations.
It may be most kindly described as an
‘aspirational’ document. 0
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Walk on water?

BOOK REVIEW from page 8

Getting the right to a healthy environment
enshrined in Canada’s Constitution won’t be
easy. We’re headed in the opposite direction,
with environmental protections and laws being
rolled back or gutted, mostly in the name of
keeping us tied to a resource-extraction
economy. And despite our country’s abundant
water, many people, especially in First Nations
communities, don’t have access to clean
drinking water.
It’s time to address Canada’s dismal and
worsening environmental record. If all of us—
‘Canadians of all ages, all backgrounds, all
provinces and territories, and all political
persuasions’—work together, we can make it

happen.

David R Boyd is one of Canada’s leading
environmental lawyers, an adjunct professor
at Simon Fraser University, and an advisor
on environmental policy to governments in
Canada and Sweden. He is also an
international expert on human rights and the
environment, assisting countries from Iceland
to Tunisia in securing constitutional
protection for the right to a healthy
environment. He is a resident of Pender
Island.
The Right to a Healthy Environment:
Revitalizing Canada’s Constitution, UBC Press
(2012) $29.95. 0

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS

Single-venue (50 words): $39.90 • Multi-venue (70 words): $50.40 • Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard, please

Saturdays till Thanksgiving

Pender Farmers Market—fresh, local produce, baked goods, local
art, artisan works & demonstrations, culinary delights; guest
speakers on current topics, buskers, musicians; bring your friends
and family, enjoy lunch or a snack, you never know what you’ll find
or who you’ll meet! • Community Hall • 9:30am-1pm • Info:
www.pifi.ca • PENDER ISLAND

Now till September 14

ArtCraft-fine arts and crafts at BC's longest
running show: ceramics, fibre arts, basketry,
painting, jewelry, wood accessories. decorative
and functional, The Best of Salt Spring in
downtown Ganges • Mahon Hall, 114 Rainbow
Road • Open 7 days a week, 10am-5pm • Info:
250.537.0899, www.ssartscouncil.com • SALT
SPRING

Thurs 26, Sat 28 June & Thurs 3, Sat 5, Sun 6, Fri 11 July

‘A Dream In The Forest’ Cheryl Grice Concerts—world-leading
classical guitarist; exquisite interpretations of
Spanish and South American music; ‘vital and
poised’—London Times • PENDER, June 26,
Hope Bay; VICTORIA, June 28, St Ann’s Academy;
VANCOUVER, July 3, University Women’s Club,
NANAIMO, July 5, St Paul Anglican Church;
GABRIOLA, July 6, St Martin of Tours Anglican
Church; SALT SPRING, July 11, All Saints by The
Sea Anglican Church • All shows 7pm • Tickets: adults $20,
students/seniors $15 • Info: 250-539-3574, 250-884-2472,
cherylgriceguitar.com • AROUND THE SALISH SEA

Friday, June 27 to Wednesday, July 9

Eclectic Visions, Salt Spring Photography Club’s Annual Gallery
Show—unique and totally eclectic images
from 30 of our 80+ photographers •
ArtSpring, 100 Johnson Ave • Opening
reception Friday 27, 4pm–6pm; Daily
10am–4:30pm • Info: www.ssphotog.ca,
250-537-1935 • SALT SPRING

Friday, June 27 to Tuesday, July 1

The Press Gang—an exhibition and sale of Gulf Island Printmakers
• Sea Star Estate Farm and Winery. • Opening Friday, June 27, 4-9,
Exhibition Sat, Sun, Mon and Tues, 11-4 • Info: Margaret Alpen
250.629.6608 • PENDER

Tuesday, July 1

Canada Day Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy the wavepool,
waterslide, fun leader games, diving boards, pirate ship and toddler
pool, swirlpool, steam, and sauna • 10:00am-12:00pm and 1:004:00pm. Saanich Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right
off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • SAANICH

Canada Day, Monday, July 1

65th Annual Saturna Island Lamb
Barbeque—traditional lamb dinner or
casual and vegetarian fare, children’s
games, live entertainment, beer garden,
arts & crafts, moorage at Winter Cove,
shuttle to/from ferries dock (sorry, no dogs) • Gulf Islands National
Park Reserve, Winter Cove Park • Grounds open 10am-4:30pm;
dinner served 1:30-2:30pm • Dinner tickets: Adults $20, Children
$10, Group tickets available • Info: Melanie Gaines, 250.539.2452;
www.saturnalambbarbeque.com • SATURNA

Friday & Saturday, July 4 & 5

Red Tree Gallery 9th Birthday Celebration and
Art Shows—FRI JULY 4: Gala Opening at Sea Star
Vineyards with food by Amy Heggie, 4–8pm;
exhibition continues July 5–13, 11-4pm • SAT JULY
5: Red Tree Gallery Opening at Historic Hope Bay,
10–4 pm, exhibition continues July 4–31, 10–4 pm
• Info: www.redtreegallery.ca • PENDER

Saturday, July 5

Chemainus Giant Street Market—over 120
vendors selling almost everything: crafts and
artwork, food, clothing and accessories,
plants, antiques, secondhand, specials from
Chemainus retailers, you name it, you’ll
probably find it! • Willow Street, Downtown
Chemainus • 10am–3pm • CHEMAINUS

Saturday, July 12

Mayne Island Community—Gary Holman,
MLA Saanich North and the Islands, will
update constituents on the last legislative
session and listen to issues are impacting
local residents; no admission required but
donations for the Mayne Island Food
Cupboard will be accepted • Ag Hall •
6–7:30pm • Info: 1-855-955-5711 • MAYNE

Saturday, July 12 and Sunday, July 13

Texada Sandcastle Weekend at Gillies Bay—family fun and
entertainment, both days include skim
board classes, Sunday has sandcastle
building for constructors and viewers SAT:
11am parade, chalk-drawing, a bouncy
castle, waterfun at the RCMP station,
tennis court bed-races, food and craft
vendors at ball field, softball tournament,
bingo, and a pork roast dinner at 5:30pm; evening at Shelter Point
Park: LipSync Contest, Moonbags on the tide, laser light show;
SUN: Community Hall Pancake Breakfast, then sandcastles • Info:
texada.org/events/sandcastle-weekend-2014 • TEXADA

Thursday, July 17 to Saturday, July 19

Texada Aerospace Camp—youth 10-18 years
learn about aviation, astronomy and aerospace
subjects with experienced aviation & aerospace
instructors; lunch included • Registration: Early bird
to July 15: $110, after July 15: $125 • Registration
& info: www.texada.org, Doby Dobrostanski,
604.486.0334 • TEXADA

Thurs thru Sun, July 17-20

Annual Denman Island Readers and Writers
Festival—mainstage events, solo readings and
workshops; featuring Angie Abdou, Caroline
Adderson, Maude Barlow, Douglas Gibson,
Pauline Holdstock, Zaccheus Jackson, Derek
Lundy, Chris Turner, Richard Wagamese, Rita
Wong, and Steven Price as Writer-in-Residence;
moderated by Des Kennedy, Douglas Gibson
and Juan Barker • Info: 250.335.2113,
www.denmanislandwritersfestival • DENMAN

Friday, July 18

Celebrate Brooks Point Park
Completion!—come join us for
a Pot Luck Picnic, 5:30pm;
Recognitions and
Presentations, 6:45pm; dance
with Masimba Marimba Band,
7:30pm • Community Hall •
No charge, children welcome • PENDER

Friday-Sunday, July 18-20

30th Anniversary Islands Folk Festival—featuring: Spirit of the
West, Murray McLauchlan, Alpha
Yaya Diallo, the Ridley Bent
Band, Locarno, Incendio, Chris
Chandler & Paul Benoit, and
many more • Providence Farm,
Duncan, Onsite camping •
Advance tickets at all Thrifty Food locations or online until July 17th
• Weekend Pass- Adult $110/ Youth $90 • Kids 12 & under Free •
Info: www.islandsfolkfestival.ca, 250.748.3975 • DUNCAN

Saturday & Sunday, July 19 & 20

18th Annual ‘Art Off the Fence’—informal outdoor
art show & sale; 11 artists' work, painting,
drawing, folk art, kiln-formed glass,
photography, pastel, sculpture & mixed
media; live music and food kiosk on the grounds •
8964 Gowlland Point Rd •11am–4pm •
Info:250-629-6241, www.art-off-the-fence.com
• SOUTH PENDER

Wednesday, July 23 to Sunday July 27

4th Annual Quadra Island Festival of Chamber Music—WED:
Your Carriage to Paris: Music of the French Baroque, United Church,
6:30pm, $20; THURS: Friends of the Festival Donor Dinner, Gowlland
Harbour Resort, 6pm, $90; FRI: Celtic Magic,
South End Farm & Vineyard, 6pm, $40; SAT:
Piano Favorites throughout the Ages,
Quadra Island Community Centre, 6pm,
$18; SUN: Sheer Delight, music & luncheon,
Gowlland Harbour Resort, 10:30am, $40 •
Tickets: www.gowllandharbour.com/events/
• Info: www.quadrafestival.com • QUADRA

Monday, July 28 to Friday, August 1

Youth Soccer Camp—ages 4 to 14, led by World
Cup Soccer Camp coaches • School field • 6 –14
years: 3:30pm-6:30pm, $95; 3-1/2 –5 years: 3:304:30pm, $45 • Registration deadline July 21, print
forms: www.worldcupsoccercamp.com, drop-off
forms at Southridge Store • Local info: Roz Kempe 250.629.3622
• PENDER

TOO LATE TO DATE!
Sunday, June 29

Organizational meeting for People’s
Paddle For The Salish Sea—planning
Pender’s welcome for paddlers on
Friday, July 25 • Cafe at the Port
Browning Marina • 3:30 –5:30pm • To
register for the Paddle, please visit website
turningthetide.ca.Info: contact@turningthetide.ca • PENDER

www.islandtides.com
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The National Energy Board timetable in
trouble already - Patrick Brown

On May 12, at the end of the extended 40-day review period for the Trans Mountain
pipeline application, National Energy Board was faced with some 10,000 written
questions from 122 of the reviewing intervenors. Trans Mountain subsequently asked
for an extension so they could deal with the questions. The NEB granted an extension
until June 18. Other deadlines are being delayed.
The NEB has replied to questions anticipating similar delays in later proceedings
by characterizing such enquiries as ‘premature’.

Burnaby Mountain Tunnel

Meanwhile, Trans Mountain has made a few changes in the suggested route of the
new pipeline. Most of these are minor; one significant change is the suggestion that
Trans Mountain would tunnel from their tank farm to the Westridge marine terminal
through Burnaby Mountain, thus avoiding pipe laying through residential districts to
the west of the mountain, where the existing pipeline is buried.

Upstream & Downstream Challenge

The City of Vancouver has challenged the NEB’s restriction of topics to be considered
at the hearings, asserting that the hearings should also include upstream and
downstream environmental effects of the production and eventual combustion of tar
sands bitumen.
The proceedings have also been challenged by a number of BC First Nations and
State of Washington Indian Bands. 0

<

Did you appreciate this article? Help us afford the news! Mail or phone in your
contribution today. 250-216-2267

Bigger than your average vehicle—a barged-in recycled home makes a tight turn at Hornby Island
ferry dock. Tidal Towing spent nearly two hours lining up the barge and the dock before successfully
attempting the maneuvre with an assist from Robbie Zelinski in his dive boat. The barge fit with inches
to spare between the wing walls and thanks to Nickel Bros’ magic the building came ashore without
incident.
The 34 by 40ft house was owned by Hornby Islander Rick Graham’s mother in Vancouver. I didn’t
want to see it torn down,’ he told Island Tides, ’It’s a real good house.’
See Nickel Bros’ advertisement on page 7, if this is giving you any ideas!

Dying with dignity legislation

Green MPs Elizabeth May and Bruce Hyer have
added their names as joint-seconders to two
landmark Private Member’s Bills from
Conservative MP Stephen Fletcher aimed at
providing relief, compassion and dignity for
Canadians who choose to end their own lives.
‘Canadians are demanding better answers
when it comes to assisted suicide,’ said Green
Leader Elizabeth May, MP for Saanich–Gulf
Islands. ‘Of course, this is a very complex issue,
but in limited circumstances and provided legal
safeguards are in place, our society should
honour the choices of informed adults who wish
to die with dignity in their own country.’
‘I am proud to support both of Mr Fletcher’s
bills,’ said Green Deputy Leader Bruce Hyer, MP
for Thunder Bay–Superior North. ‘A thoughtful,
respectful and informed debate on end-of-life

Full Home Packages

issues is long overdue in this country, and I
applaud my colleague’s courage in beginning the
conversation.’
Steven Fletcher, MP for Charleswood—St.
James—Assiniboia, introduced ‘Bill C-581, an
Act to amend the Criminal Code (physicianassisted death)’ on March 27. The bill would
decriminalize physician-assisted suicide for
persons over the age of 18, who have been
diagnosed with an illness or disability that causes
intolerable physical or psychological suffering,
with no chance of improvement.
Fletcher also introduced Bill C-582, An Act to
establish the Canadian Commission on
Physician-Assisted Death, which would create a
federal commission to provide public
information and to support law and policy
reform on physician-assisted death in Canada. 0

Purcell Timberframes covers all aspects of home building and design. We provide
full home packages completely installed on your site. Choose from our catalogue
collection or contact us to get started on the custom home design of your dreams.

The Praire Arch

The Traditional

The Mountain Modern

The Art and Craft of Shelter
Purcell.com

1.800.665.5574
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