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A bird’s-eye view of summer boating. Looking down on Montague Harbour, Galiano Island.

Pine beetle program on wrong track

World grain supplies to plunge

Too many healthy forests are being logged and
massive amounts of usable wood are being
wasted in response to the mountain pine beetle,
states the study ‘Over-cutting and Waste in BC’s
Interior,’ a groundbreaking co-publication by
BC environmental and labour organizations.
The study warns of climate change impacts and
worsening prospects for workers and
communities should large numbers of healthy
trees continue to be logged indiscriminately,
along with beetle-killed pine.
For every two pine trees logged in response
to the beetles, one or more healthy spruce or fir
trees are logged too, with disastrous
consequences for workers and communities.
Left unchecked, such logging also threatens key
wildlife species such as mountain caribou.
‘There must be a fundamental shift in how
government and industry address the beetle
problem,’ says study author Ben Parfitt, a
resource policy analyst with the Canadian
Centre for Policy Alternatives. ‘Healthy forests
that are nature’s best defence against
catastrophic floods are being prematurely
logged, leaving nothing for workers or
communities for the next 80 years—versus a
wait of perhaps only 20 years were such forests

The United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) has released its first projections of
world grain supply and demand for the coming
crop year—2007/08. USDA predicts supplies
will plunge to a 53-day equivalent—their lowest
level in the 47-year period for which data exists.
‘The USDA projects global grain supplies will
drop to their lowest levels on record. Further, it
is likely that, outside of wartime, global grain
supplies have not been this low in a century,
perhaps longer,’ said National Farmers’ Union
(NFU) Director of Research Darrin Qualman.
More importantly, 2007/08 will mark the
seventh year out of the past eight in which
global grain production has fallen short of
demand. This consistent shortfall has cut
supplies in half—down from a 115-day supply in
1999/00 to the current level of 53 days. ‘The
world is consistently failing to produce as much
grain as it uses,’ said Qualman. He continued:
‘The current low supply levels are not the result
of a transient weather event or an isolated
production problem: low supplies are the result
of a persistent drawdown trend.’
In addition to falling grain supplies, global
fisheries are faltering, says the NFU. Science
and Nature journal states that 1⁄3 of ocean
fisheries are in collapse, 2⁄3 will be in collapse by
2025, and our ocean fisheries may be virtually
gone by 2048. ‘Aquatic food systems are
collapsing, and terrestrial food systems are
under tremendous stress,’ said Qualman.
Demand for food is rising rapidly, he adds.
There is a worldwide push to proliferate a
North American meat-based diet based on

left alone for now.’
The study, which proposes five practical
solutions to the current crisis, notes that action
must be taken now. The study advocates a
response to the beetle outbreak that fully
considers how climate change will alter
Bc’sInterior landscape. The ultimate goal must
be healthy, resilient forests. Without
safeguarding our environment, there is no
economic security.
‘The best thing that can be done for both the
environment and our forest-dependent
communities is to ban clear-cut salvage logging
in most forests. Many forests have withstood
the beetle attack very well. They are filled with
smaller and younger trees that are healthy and
growing. ‘We need to leave those forests alone
for now. They are our hope for the future,’ says
Rob Duncan, forestry specialist with the Sierra
Club of BC.
The study also chronicles how lax
government regulations have led to staggering
increases in the amount of usable wood being
left behind at logging operations.
‘Wood waste levels are unconscionably
high’, says Steve Hunt of the United
PINE BEETLE, please turn to page 11

Commentary ~ Patrick Brown

Green’s green plan
The Green Party Green Plan announced by
Elizabeth May a couple of weeks ago has many
parts, starting with the development of overall
greenhouse gas emission targets for Canada for
the years ahead. The plan relates these actions
to Kyoto targets, describing: a carbon tax
strategy (to be balanced by reductions in other
taxes); removal of subsidies for coal, oil, gas,
coalbed methane, and nuclear plants; a cap and
trade strategy for Large Final Emitters, together
with carbon sequestration; the use of
regulation, financial mechanisms, tax credits
and incentives, programs for building
standards and retrofits, electrical appliance
efficiency standards, photo-voltaic and green
roofs, solar hot water, development of
renewable energy sources, support for reduced
energy transportation strategies, reduced
vehicle emissions, and more. It also includes
strategies for adaptation to climate change,
which will affect some parts of Canada
significantly.
Some of these strategies are obvious; some
of them make only minor contributions to the
reduction of our GHG emissions. But the
immediate political focus looks as if it will be on
the group of industries known as Large Final
Emitters (LFEs).

Wh0 are Large Final
Emitters?
According to the Green Party plan, they
produce about half of Canada’s GHG emissions.
They are the source of about 400 million metric
tonnes (MT or megatonnes) CO2 equivalent

per year at present. They include companies in
the mining and manufacturing, oil and gas, and
thermal electricity sectors.
The Green’s Green Plan proposes absolute
caps: a 29% reduction (115MT) in their
emissions by 2012, 47% reduction (186MT) by
2020; 62% reduction (250MT) by 2030; and
85% reduction (340MT) by 2040. Ambitious
indeed, particularly when one considers that
LFEs include the tar sands industry, forecast to
increase its production rapidly to feed US
energy needs over the next few years; the coal
and gas-fired electrical generating plants, and
the mines that feed them.
This is, of course, the very problem that the
Conservatives’ ‘per unit’ emission caps are
designed to ignore—as production of these
industries increases, their emissions ‘per unit’
may be reduced, but their total emissions will
probably rise, in some cases substantially.
The Greens’ Plan tackles this head on. First
of all, by reducing energy demand for electricity
(involving a wide variety of initiatives which will
be covered in subsequent editions of Island
Tides); secondly, by accelerating the
development of renewable energy sources;
thirdly, by a carbon tax; fourthly, by eliminating
subsidies and tax concessions for these
industries; and lastly, by initiating a Canadian
carbon credit trading system.
The first two schemes, reducing demand
and developing renewable energy sources have
been much talked about and are reasonably
well understood.
For the oil and gas industry (and particularly
GREEN PLAN, please turn to page 11

intensive livestock production. Turning
feedgrains into meat in this way means
exchanging 3 to 7 kilos of grain protein for one
kilo of meat protein.
Population is rising. Two-and-a-half billion
people will join the global population in the
coming decades. ‘Every six years, we’re adding
to the world the equivalent of a North American
population. We’re trying to feed those extra
people, feed a growing livestock herd, and now,
feed our cars, all from a static farmland base.
No one should be surprised that food
production can’t keep up,’ said Qualman.
Qualman said that the converging problems
of natural gas and fertilizer constraints,
intensifying water shortages, climate change,
farmland loss and degradation, population
increases, the proliferation of livestock feeding,
and an increasing push to divert food supplies
into biofuels means that we are in the opening
phase of an intensifying food shortage.
Qualman cautioned, however, that there are
no easy fixes. ‘If we try to do more of the same,
if we try to produce, consume, and export more
food while using more fertilizer, water, and
chemicals, we will only intensify our problems.
‘Instead, we need to rethink our relation to
food, farmers, production, processing, and
distribution. We need to create a system
focused on feeding people and creating health.
We need to strengthen the food production
systems around the world. Diversity, resilience,
and sustainability are key,’ concluded
Qualman. ✐
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Ben Dunsmuir leaves Saturna for his high school graduation ceremony on Salt Spring
Island in an appropriately named vessel—footwear to be changed on arrival.
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Bill 29—Justice and The Law
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he BC Health Employees Union has finally won a lengthy
battle to have collective bargaining explicitly named as a
right under Canada’s Charter of Rights and Freedoms.
The union contended that sections of Bill 29: the Health and
Social Services Delivery Improvement Act, passed by the BC
Legislature in 2002, contravened the Charter and were thus
unconstitutional.
The union was defeated in BC’s Supreme and Appeal courts,
but it persevered, taking its case to the Supreme Court of
Canada.
The Supreme Court of Canada ruled that three clauses of Bill
29 are unconstitutional, stating, ‘Association for purposes of
collective bargaining has long been recognized as a fundamental
Canadian right which predated the Charter,’ and adding that,
‘the protection which was enshrined in S. 2(d) of the Charter
may properly be seen as the culmination of a historical
movement towards the recognition of a procedural right to
collective bargaining.’
The Court has therefore confirmed that under the Charter,
justice trumps the law. The right to ‘good faith’ bargaining,
already included in much labour legislation, may have now been
extended to a right to ‘good faith’ legislation.
The provincial government has been given a year to remedy
the situation.
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An Inconvenient Contract
Bill 29 was passed in the early heady days of a 77–2 legislative
majority for the BC Liberals, and was intended to clear the way
for the contracting out and privatization of ‘non-clinical’ services
in BC’s public hospitals.
Inconveniently for the Liberal government of the day, the
labour contract for the Health Employees’ Union (HEU), which
represented these employees at the time, contained clauses
which prohibited contracting out, required consultation with the
HEU if contracting out was contemplated, and required
consultation on ‘bumping’ and seniority procedures.
Bill 29 declared all three of these provisions in the labour
contract void. It is these declarations that the Supreme Court of
Canada, in a 6-1 decision, confirmed as unconstitutional.
The government’s ostensible reason for voiding these parts of
the contract was the reduction of costs, and indeed the end result
was that staff wage rates were cut in half, and are still being
reduced several years later. Many of the workers have been fired,
and some have been rehired (at lower wages), some several times
as different contractors took over responsibility for their jobs.
Some insight into what was really going on may have been
provided by the comments of the Fraser Institute’s Michael
Walker. In his opinion, the government was right to tear up the
contract because it had been made with a ‘pro-labour’ NDP
government.
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The Court had not explicitly confirmed collective bargaining as a
right in former rulings. In its judgment on Bill 29, the Court
stated that it had not needed to underline the right to collective
bargaining as no government had tried to pass legislation
voiding a specific contract provision that had resulted from legal
collective bargaining. It pointed out that there is not much point
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in giving employees the right to associate in a union unless their
fundamental purpose—collective bargaining—was not also a
right.
Had the Court not endorsed the right to collective bargaining
in this ruling, it would have opened the door to labour chaos
across the country, and the probable destruction of the collective
bargaining system. As it was, its ruling was minimal. The justices
ruled against sections of Bill 29 that outlawed provisions in the
collective agreement, barred contracting out, and required
consultation with the union. All these provisions had been
arrived at by collective bargaining between the union and the
government’s proxy, the Health Care Employers’ Association.
The Court did not rule against some other clauses in Bill 29
which the HEU had contested; these represented changes that
the BC government had the power to legislate, such as the right
of contractors to not recognize union ‘successorship’.
The Court made it clear that the ruling applied to the BC
government as legislator, not the government as employer.
And it also made clear that the ‘right’ which this ruling
established was the ‘procedural’ right to ‘good faith’ collective
bargaining, not any right to outcomes satisfactory to the
bargainers.

How Not to Do It
The Court expressed itself about the behaviour of the
government in introducing Bill 29. Consultation with the union,
it said, had consisted of a single telephone call, less than half an
hour beforehand.
The Court also took aim at the actions of the provincial
cabinet which, faced with rising health care costs, so rapidly
chose this particular course of action. Together with evidence
that there had been no consultation with the union, this lack of
documented rationale had weakened the government’s case.
The BC government defence was that the situation was so
serious that the course of action they chose was the only one
possible—justified under the first clause of the Charter.
The Court had access to ‘sealed evidence’ recording the
options that were presented to cabinet, but said there was no
indication of the reasons which had guided the choice to legislate
against the contract. (The veil of secrecy drawn over these
options was handily lifted by the report of Justice Deschamps,
the lone dissenter in the case, who disclosed them in his minority
opinion.)
The choice made, said the ruling, was not the least intrusive
solution, and ‘substantially interfered’ with contract provisions
that had a severe impact on the lives of those workers affected.

Five Years of Impacts
There’s not much doubt that in the five years since Bill 29 was
adopted, the lives of ‘non-clinical’ workers in the BC health care
system have been ‘substantially interfered’ with. Reports indicate
that some 8,000 workers have taken wage cuts and have been
traded among the various contractor-employers who have taken
over responsibility for these functions. They have lost job
security, wages, and benefits, not to mention the right to
collective bargaining.
The question of whether health care has been degraded as a
BILL 29, please turn to page 6

Call for moratorium on tanker traffic and drilling
On June 22, NDP MPs and MLAs added their
voices to First Nations, environmentalists, and
concerned citizens who want formal moratoria
on tanker traffic and offshore drilling.
‘It’s time to end the ambiguity,’ said MP
Denise Savoie (Victoria). ‘The people of British
Columbia overwhelmingly choose clean coastal
waters and clean energy over oil and gas. It’s
urgent that we formalize the moratoria so these
long-standing policies are clear and official.’
Last week, Savoie tabled motion M-354 in
the House of Commons to formally re-affirm
the federal moratorium on offshore oil and gas
exploration, and to impose a formal
moratorium on tanker traffic in the Dixon
Entrance, Hecate Strait and Queen Charlotte
Sound, pending consultation with First Nations
and other stakeholders.
‘I’ve paddled in Prince William Sound years
after the Exxon Valdez disaster, and there were
still remnants of crude oil gummed onto the
rocks,’ said Savoie. ‘There is a simple fix to
make certain this will never happen again, and
that is formalizing the moratoria.’
Savoie was joined in Victoria by MP Jean
Crowder (Nanaimo-Cowichan) and MLAs

Shane Simpson (Vancouver-Hastings) and Rob
Fleming (Victoria-Hillside). The message was
echoed by MPs Catherine Bell (Vancouver
Island North) and Nathan Cullen (SkeenaBulkley Valley), and MLA Gary Coons (North
Coast).
‘The Minister claims we have a voluntary
exclusion zone for north-south traffic but that’s
clearly not enough,’ said Crowder. ‘At least ten
tankers have passed through in the last
fourteen months. No matter what direction
they travel, tankers threaten our coasts and we
will not stand for it.’
Simpson and Fleming proposed cleaner
energy alternatives that would be better for the
environment and the economy. ‘If you study the
east coast Hibernia case, renewable energy
would create 60% more jobs, and energy
efficiency/conservation projects would create
five times more jobs than oil and gas
development,’ said Simpson.
‘Premier Campbell just concluded
agreements with California and Washington to
protect our shared climate and oceans,’ noted
Fleming. ‘This is the opportunity for the BC
Liberals to show how committed they are.’ ✐
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
une, there’s still light in the sky at 10pm, warmth for bare
feet, and hardly any need to remember where your
flashlight is!
This June, Saturna had four graduates from Gulf Islands
Secondary School (GISS): Brianne Jones, Graydon Bruce, Jered
Edwardsen, and Ben Dunsmuir. Four graduates from the
community in one year is big news—our next Saturna student in
line is just 10 years old!
Our students are good friends; together
they have ridden the water taxi for hours
every day and three have known each other
for most of their lives. Graydon, Jered, and
Brianne all attended Saturna elementary
(Jered also attended another school for
awhile but has graduated from GISS).
Ben (seen on the front page) came to
Saturna two years ago from Dawson Creek
BRIANNE
and did a fine job getting involved in Island
activities and making a social life for
himself on Salt Spring. He has especially
enjoyed the opportunities to act in high
school productions: Ubu Roi, a
presentation of themes from Mother
Courage and dinner theatre shows. He has
received a scholarship from the high school
Parent’s Advisory group for merit in
GRAYDON
Humanities and Sciences.
All of the students thanked their
families for their unfailing support,
expressed appreciation for their high
school experience, and thought Grad was a
lot of fun.
Graydon plans to live and work on the
Island this summer doing construction and
JERED
then go travelling to Europe in the fall.
Jered is working in Victoria. Ben plans to work on Saturna and
then go to Camosun College in the fall to study mechanical
engineering.
Brianne Jones will also go to live in Victoria. She won a
scholarship from the Driftwood newspaper for her essay on the
service a newspaper provides to its community, and from the
Royal Canadian Legion Scholarship fund. Brianne has done a
fabulous job combining school and parenting—daughter, Kiana
is lively and thriving.
The students who attended Saturna Elementary School
received a bursary for further studies and the Lions Club gave
each graduate an award of $500 dollars to honour their
perseverance and dedication. Congratulations Brianne, Ben,
Jered and Graydon and the best of luck in all that you undertake

J

ISLAND TIDES, June 28, 2007, Page 3
as you spread your wings.
ike Acres
Wayne Johnston
aroline Adderson
David Lee
ohn Bishop
Jen Sookfong Lee
ayson Choy
J. B. MacKinnon
ndrew Cohen Margaret MacMillan
fua Cooper
Ami McKay
ichael Crummey
John Pass
orne Elliott
Brian Payton
ark Forsythe
Michael Poole
ll Gaston
Bill Richardson
nne Giardini
Peter Robinson
amilla Gibb
Alisa Smith
lison Howard
Richard Van Camp
anche Howard
Carol Windley

Lamb BBQ Workbee
On Saturday, 16 June we had the first big Lamb BBQ workbee at
the Winter Cove site. About 20 people showed up to mow and
rake and weed-eat the entire area. It looks quite smart now!
Thanks to the lunch providers who came along with great fare—
replenishing all and allowing for a good planning and gab
session. Natalie Dunsmuir was a hard working wheelbarrow
operator and coordinator, Rick Jones kept everyone on task!

Talent Show
The same night saw the annual Talent Show at the Community
Hall. Emcee Patty Fraba kept a good pace with clear
introductions and great timing as the many performers delivered
talent to an appreciative audience. We had poetry, short stories,
solo singing, dancing, a classical trio, and opinion pieces. As one
community member noted, ‘You just never know about your
neighbours!’ Organized by Jane Dixon Warren and sponsored by
the Saturna Arts and Concerts Society this event is a wonderful
gift to the community allowing us to appreciate the many very
talented people in our midst.
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Croquet & ‘Hike, Row, Paddle’ Fun
Saturna Parks and Recreation hosted two weekend events in
unseasonal wind and pouring rain requiring gumboots and rain
slickers: the annual Taylor Point ‘Hike, Row and Paddle’ and
‘Croquet with the Pep Boys.’
The five of us who showed up for Saturday croquet had a
great time learning lots of arcane skills and were wowed by the
cunning and expertise of the professionals. Winners of the ‘The
Worlds’ Croquet Championship in 2006 in Parksville, the Pep
Boys, with John McBride and Rick opened the session with an
in-and-out the wickets.
Saturna had one experienced player, Kathy Stonehouse, who
wowed everyone with her skills which she claims to have
perfected while sighting fencepost lines! Her granddaughter,
Peyton, offered a 4-year-old’s advice and gave examples of
superior positioning.
There is far more to croquet than running through the
wickets at top speed. The protocol seems to be: ‘Well done! I do
believe you have succeeded in sending my ball and hers back to
the very beginning with one well placed shot!’ (Extraordinary
shots can be made with both luck or skill.)
Despite the rain on Sunday, thirty-five people arrived at
Taylor Point to enjoy the stellar lunch supplied by Parks and
Recreation and companionship of the other hardy souls.
Mariners reported that getting around Elliot Bluffs and
Saturna Beach-Croker Point was demanding and several turned
SATURNA, please turn to page 7

Renewed transborder agreement signed ~ Sara Miles
It’s a wonderful feeling—being able to look across the water at County Council joined Islands Trust Council on June 14 on
another country. From many places in the Southern Gulf, one Pender Island to renew this symbol of cooperation and goodwill,
can look south and see the US San Juan Islands. Does it take you which is entering its seventh year of existence.
back to grade school geography, when you pictured lines along
'It’s about sharing information, identifying and discussing
the
ground
marking
common issues, and
international borders?
working together,’ said
There is no fixed line in
Kim Benson, Islands
the tidal flows of the
Trust Council chair. The
Georgia and Haro Straits.
publication, A Place in the
Islands: How Private
The same water touches all
Land Owners Shape the
the Gulf Islands, Canadian
and American, linking their
Future of the San Juan
communities inextricably.
and Gulf Islands, is a
recent cooperative project
The Transborder Island
between the two councils.
Agreement is an initiative
Before
a
signing
between the San Juan
County Council (SJCC) and
ceremony, the American
the Islands Trust that
councillors and Canadian
trustees held a discussion
acknowledges this link
about mutual interests,
between the Islands.
ISLANDS TRUST EXECUTIVE (left) WITH SAN JUAN COUNTY OFFICIALS
Councillors from San Juan
SIGNING, turn to page 10
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Editorial: Highest and Best Land Use in the Islands Trust Area
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10am-1pm: Poet’s Cove, S. Pender
1:30-5pm: Port Browning, N. Pender

BC’s best wild-only salmon,
live local crab, fresh halibut
& other seasonal seafood

11am-5pm: Maple Bay, Vancouver Is.

I
abo
ard t
sle
he Gulf I

FOR ADVANCE ORDERS
call 250-537-3474 or
email fish@saltspring.com

FRIDAYS
SATURDAYS
9am-1pm: Sturdies Bay, Galiano
1:30-5pm: Miners Bay, Mayne

SUNDAYS
11am-5pm: Montague Marina, Galiano

What is a
property worth
without water?

• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING
TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

Drilling the Islands since 
 
SSI:   
www drillwell com drill@drillwell com

WATERFRONT PROPERTY
FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND

he concept of ‘highest and best use’ generally refers to that
use of a parcel of land which makes the land worth the
most money, as determined by the real estate market.
‘Highest and best use’ assumes that land will be ‘developed’ to
its ‘potential,’ and that its selling price, in a free market, will rise
as this occurs. In the British Columbian assessment system,
market value underlies all assessment of land subject to property
taxes. (Public lands, such as parks, roads, schools, government
offices, and so on, are not assessed or taxed.)
Assessment, of course, depends on land-use restrictions, as
expressed by local zoning or designations such as the
Agricultural Land Reserve or Private Managed Forest Lands. For
such parcels, the assessed value becomes one of highest and best
allowable use.
In municipalities, rezonings are developer driven. The owner
or developer conceives a land-use which will increase the
economic value of the land and thus yield a profit to him.
Rezoning is considered by the municipal government on the
basis of what the developer must contribute in public amenities
to support his development (roads, parking, schools, parks,
community centres), and also on a variety of planning
considerations which are expected to represent ‘the public
interest.’
Islands Trust planning staff, and the Local Trust Committee
on each Island, also consider rezoning applications. But the

T

Islands Trust is unlike any other local government body in
British Columbia. It has a ‘preserve and protect’ mandate, set out
in Section 3 of the Islands Trust Act. This makes the criteria for
considering development radically different.
A recent legal opinion obtained by the Gulf Islands Alliance
points this out, and goes on to say that whatever other factors
may be considered, the Trust is mandated ‘to place the
preservation and protection of the Trust area environment
uppermost in its considerations.’ Economic value of the land,
and the public economics of any development proposal, take
second place.
In the Islands Trust Area, a developer cannot plead ‘highest
and best use’ in dollar terms. ‘Highest and best use’ on the
Islands cannot be defined in terms of market values, but only in
terms of how a proposed land-use fulfills the objectives set out in
the Islands Trust Act and more specifically defined in the Trust
Policy Statement.
This way of looking at ‘highest and best use’ does not
necessarily lead to a reduction in property values—far from it.
The ecological, rural and island community values expressed in
the Policy Statement are reflected in the marketplace and
therefore in assessments.
In the Islands Trust area, both in market value and mandate,
preservation and protection trumps conventional economics. ✐

Readers’ Letters
School Funding Clearly Inequitable
Dear Editor:
When questioned as to why some districts are closing schools, or
reducing services to students, Shirley Bond, the Minister of
Education, likes to say that different districts respond to the fact
of reduced enrollments in different ways. The implication being
that reduced operating grants result from reduced enrollments.
If this were true then we would expect that the reduced
operating grants to school districts would be proportional for
those districts losing a similar number of students, but this is not
what’s happening.
For example, Saanich school district is projected to lose 250
students next year, and its operating grant will have a zero
increase. Contrast that with Maple Ridge district which is
projected to have a decrease in enrolment of 298 students but
whose operating grant will increase by the equivalent of $236 per
student. Why the difference?
The variation is due to the Funding Allocation System
discriminating against smaller districts, and those districts
outside of the Lower Mainland. This is evident from examining a
chart which lists all school districts in the province, from the
smallest to the largest, and their respective operating grant
increases for next year. In fact, the operating grant increases for
school districts throughout the province are nowhere near
consistent on a per student basis.
Obviously, the per pupil funding fairness argument bruited
about by the Minister of Education doesn’t hold water, and what
we really have in BC is a two-tiered approach to the funding of
public schooling in the province—larger districts and Lower
Mainland districts versus the rest of the province’s school
districts.
Russ Searle, Pender Island

Is The Business of the People Any of
the People’s Business?
Dear Editor:
Many people on Galiano Island think it is the people’s business
when their Local Trust Committee, a committee under the
Islands Trust Act, places a proposal before the public which will
bring their OCP into compliance with the Private Managed
Forest Land Act. The result would be that part of the Island will
be under the jurisdiction of the Private Managed Forest Land
Act and part under jurisdiction of the Islands Trust Act. To do
this was not a necessity and it deserves much explanation and
wide comment of the whole community.
The public was given an Information Meeting on the plan on
June 16. There was some tension between those representing the
public interest, and those representing vested interests, many of
whom are in favour of the proposal for a bylaw amendment
before us in the name of a review. Perhaps both groups expected
more of this meeting than they received.
The public was to address this proposal only and not dialogue
or debate, or address the trustees. Meeting facilitator Gillean
Saxby tried nobly to keep to the fixed agenda. ‘I hear your
frustration,’ she commented.
A member of the public asked if, as we are being presented
with a solution, could we be told the problem? Gillian was
flexible enough to leave the agenda to ask the Forest owners to
state those needs which they say are not being met.
It seems that the crux of their problem lies in the need stated
in the OCP to have either road access or be prepared to sign a

covenant promising road access to lands beyond. This is now
part of a rezoning process for the right to a dwelling on each 20
hectares of forest designated land in the current OCP.
In the proposal before us the need to rezone to preserve
certain areas, especially now in the face of climate change, and to
develop on present or promised road accesses is removed and
unguided development is permitted on private easements,
many of which are gated. The old discarded Tree Farm will
remain potentially a private domain.
There was a question whether the proposal’s exclusion of the
residents and the people of BC from travelling to beach accesses
on, potentially, a considerable part of the Island is in compliance
with the broader view of s.3 of the Islands Trust Act. Planner
Porter could not give an opinion.
Another question referred to the targeted review of only one
Forest zone as misleading as it clearly includes more than one
zone. Also, in complying with the Private Managed Forest Land
Act, the proposal brings into our OCP the Act’s heavy hand, with
long fingers that reach beyond the Forest designation of the OCP
to take in, under the rules and requirements and taxation of
industrial forestry, other Island lands that can qualify, whatever
their zoning. For these a new zone will be designed.
This surely is the people’s business, needing a comprehensive
OCP review which is due, and will bear the stamp of the people
on it and not just the vision of the trustees.
It was a long meeting. Some people asked for a further
opportunity to meet and perhaps be allowed to dialogue and
debate and even hear from the trustees. A Forest owner shouted
to the trustees ‘Get on with it, No more meetings. We’ve heard it
all before.’ From some others who had identified themselves as
Forest owners this brought applause.
A few minutes later the meeting was adjourned. After one of
the trustees had shaken hands with the Forest owners and
embraced one of them, we all went home.
Margaret Griffiths, Galiano Island ✐

BC municipalities take on
‘Turn It Off’ challenge
Who can conserve the most electricity in BC? The BC Hydro
‘Turn It Off’ challenge will tell us. The competition, which started
on June 1, will run for three months this summer. During this
time, more than 60 municipalities who have taken up the
challenge, will gain points for energy savings, recycling and
reduction activities. The group ending with the most points will
win a Power Smart makeover on one of their facilities.
Representatives from the participating local governments
were in Vancouver on May 24 for a workshop providing them
with the tools and information to start energy saving programs
and practices in their districts. ‘In our minds all of the
participating municipalities are already winners,’ said Lisa
Coltart, BC Hydro’s director of Power Smart. ‘They are making a
difference in our province by actively promoting energy
conservation and supporting the development of a conservation
culture among British Columbians.’
Even simple ‘Power Smart’ actions like turning off lights and
monitors when not in use lead to conservation. The BC Energy
Plan has set a target of meeting 50% of BC Hydro’s electricity
needs in 2020 through conservation of present consumption.
Through initiatives such as the ‘Turn It Off Challenge’ BC local
governments will contribute to that goal.✐
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604-948-0434
WWW.WESTCOASTLAND.NET

DIFFICULT TO PROVE?
ASSET RICH BUT CASH POOR?

My 30+ years of banking experience
can get you bank rates O.A.C.
VERICO SELECT MORTAGE
205-1497 Admirals Rd, Victoria

BRUCE MACLEOD
Mortgage Consultant

bruce.macleod@vericoselect.com
Bus: 250.483.1380
www.alexandermacleod.com
Cell: 250.514.7007
www.vericoselect.com
Toll-free: 1.877.262.7888

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42.40! • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)

Now till September 15

Saturday to Sunday, July 7 & 8

Chemainus Theatre Summer Festival: Cole Porter’s 1930s
musical comedy Anything Goes and
Agatha Christie’s Murder on the
Nile,
Wednesdays–Sundays
till
September 15, tickets $29-$64.
Kidzplay series: Munschworx — six
great stories by Robert Munsch: ages 4
and up (bring an adult), 11am
Wednesday–Saturday (1-hour show),
July 18–September 1, tickets $8 @ box office 1-800-565-7738 •
Info: www.chemainustheatrefestival.ca • IN CHEMAINUS

3rd Annual Organic Islands Festival—meet award-winning
green businesses, local farmers, chefs
and gardeners; over 100 exhibits,
children’s activities, presentations,
food
demos
and
samples;
entertainment
including
Junonominated
singer-songwriter
Mae Moore; keynote speech by
Guy Dauncey • Glendale Gardens,
505 Quayle Road • Info: www.organicislands.ca • IN VICTORIA

Saturdays till Sept
Galiano Saturday Market—come rain or shine—eat great
food, listen to music and support the local economy; a little bit of
everything: arts and crafts, market gardeners, healing arts and
fleamarket • Lions Park, Burrill Road • 10am–2pm • Info:
Deborah Roberts, 539-2107 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

ArtSpring Treasure Fair Auctions and Community Flea
Market—many wonderful items in silent and live auctions,
bargains galore in the cash-n-carry room; live auction Saturday
8pm (call ArtSpring’s ticket centre to reserve your seat) •
ArtSpring, 100 Jackson Avenue, Ganges • Admission free • Info:
250-537-2102, 1-866-537-2102 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Thurs & Fri, June 28 & 29 & July 5

Saturday, July 14

Pender Film Group Screenings—THURS JUNE 28: Bridge to
Terabithia (2007) Family Film Night: Life changing friends and
a magic kingdom; FRI JUNE 29: The Good German (2006) An
American military journalist involved in a murder investigation
in post-war Berlin; THURS JULY 5: An Unreasonable Man
(2006) Ralph Nader—presidential candidate to public pariah •
Community Hall • 7:30pm • Admission by donation • Info:
www.penderislands.org, click ‘events’ • ON PENDER ISLAND

St. Mary Magdalene Church Fair—come and help us
‘Raising The Roof’: a traditional Church
Fair since 1989, complete with children’s
games, prizes, silent auction, homemade
pies & cakes, plant sale, live entertainment;
the Bun Wagon will be onsite, luncheon will
be served in the ‘Hard Hat’ Café • St Mary
Magdalene Church Grounds, Miners Bay •
10:30am–3pm • Admission free • Info: Pat
Gasston 250 539-5519 • ON MAYNE ISLAND

Saturday, June 30
Morning Bay’s 2nd Annual Birthday Bash—savour the
first-ever Pender Island wines; dance to Pender’s hot new musical
act, The Pop-Tarts; tour the terraced vineyard and gravity-flow
winery • Morning Bay Vineyard, 6621 Harbour Hill • Noon–6pm
• Free admission • Info: 250-629-8351, www.morningbay.ca • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Sunday, July 1, Canada Day
Saturna Island Lamb Barbeque—traditional lamb dinner,
children’s games, live entertainment, beer garden, arts and crafts,
moorage at Winter Cove, shuttle to/from ferries dock, (sorry, no
dogs) • Winter Cove Park • Grounds open 10am–4:30pm; dinner
served 2-3pm • Dinner tickets: $18.50 adults, $12 children • Info:
www.saturnalambbarbeque.com, mgaines@saturnacan.net,
250-539-2452 • ON SATURNA ISLAND

Sunday, July 1, Canada Day
Celebrate Canada’s Birthday at Commonwealth Pool—
cake cutting ceremony at 3pm, kids’ carnival, ice cream eating
contest, kayaking, tattoos, waterslide, waves, diving boards,
family changerooms; Everyone Welcome Swim: 1–5 pm •
4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) •
Admission: $2.25/person, includes games and cake • Info:
24-hour Swim Info-line 250-475-7620 • IN SAANICH

Fri, Sat, & Sun, July 6, 7 & 8
Vancouver Island Musicfest—a musical voyage; Joan
Armatrading, Los Lobos, Don McLean,
Bedouin Soundclash, Guy Clarke, Dougie
MacLean and many more on 6 stages; food,
crafts, kids and ecological activities, river
swimming • Tickets (earlybird till June 30): 1866-898-8499, Vancouver Island Brewery in
Victoria, online or at the gate • Info:
www.islandmusicfest.com • IN COURTENAY

Thurs to Sat, July 12, 13 & 14

Friday to Sunday, July 20, 21 & 22
23rd Annual Islands Folk Festival—three days of music and
family fun, 150+ performers on seven
stages, non-stop music, dancing, family
activities, arts & crafts, on-site camping •
Providence Farm • Friday 6pm–Sunday
4pm • Tickets: advance weekend passes
$80; day passes @ the gate •
Info: www.folkfest.bc.ca, 1-250-748-3975 •
NEAR DUNCAN
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NMCA boundaries still
controversial

Islanders are still discussing what’s in and what’s out in the latest
Parks Canada plan for the National Marine Conservation Area in
the Southern Strait of Georgia. The current boundaries under
consideration appear to include waters as far north as Gabriola
Island, including Gabriola Passage, the Flattop Islands, Dodd
Narrows, and False Narrows. But they exclude the waters along
the Vancouver Island shore from Maple Bay to Yellow Point, and
out to Kuper, Thetis, and Valdez Islands. Ladysmith, Chemainus,
and Crofton waterfronts are left out, as are deCourcey, Pylades,
and Ruxton Islands.
The NMCA study area is intended to include the waters
surrounding the Southern Gulf Islands. While the southern
boundaries have been fairly clear from the beginning of the study,
the northern boundaries have been only vaguely defined. As things
stand, it appears that the excluded area is a hole in the overall
vision. The suggestion has been made that the waterfront along the
east coast of Vancouver Island may be too commercial and
industrial to be compatible with the strict conservation standards.
In an NMCA, log booming, dumping, hazardous wastes, oil
and gas installations, and similar commercial and industrial uses
would be banned or strictly controlled; and fishing would be
strictly regulated. While many see this as restricting economic
development, others would welcome it as a good move for the
future. The Islands Trust has been lobbying Parks Canada for
some time to include the waters surrounding Galiano Island,
while Gabriola Islanders have sought inclusion of their
surrounding waters. These areas now appear to have been
included. In light of that, the exclusion of Stuart Channel appears
illogical to many. ✐

Saturday, August 11
Galiano Wine Festival—wines
from up-and-coming local producers
and around the world; local cheese to
taste and purchase; music by
Brad Prevedoros; raffle, silent auction,
refreshments, souvenir crystal wine glass; fundraiser for the
Galiano Health Centre • Lions Park • 1–4pm • Tickets: $30 @
door or Ken Smith at 250-539-3506 or 5star@islandtimebc.com
• Info: www.galianoisland.com • ON GALIANO ISLAND

September 9 to 16
Health and Wellness Adventure Week—an amazing week
of whole foods, daily Egoscue group classes, gentle yoga and
wilderness adventures; relax, rejuvenate, rediscover • Luxurious
Bear Cove Cottages Resort, Port Hardy • $1100 per person,
limited space, book early • Info and registration:
www.bearcovecottages.ca, 1-877-949-7939, www.egoscue.com •
NORTH VANCOUVER ISLAND

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT!
islandtides@islandtides.com

Trust Council to request greater Salt Spring Island representation
Following its quarterly business meeting last week on North
Pender Island, the Islands Trust Council will request that the
provincial government make changes to the Islands Trust Act to
increase political representation on Salt Spring Island. The
Council would like to see two additional trustees elected from the
Salt Spring Island Local Trust Area to sit both on the Salt Spring
Island Local Trust Committee and at the Islands Trust Council
table.
Trust Council based its decision on a recommendation from
its Governance Task Force, established last year to focus on the
overall goal of improving governance in the Trust Area during
the 2005-2008 term of office. The task force includes thirteen of
the Islands Trust’s twenty-six elected trustees. Its key job has
been to deal with the knotty problem of Salt Spring
representation.
At Islands Trust Council, the spokesperson for the task force
emphasized that the motion was based on the fact that Salt
Spring Island comprises 25% of the Trust Area’s land-base and
accounts for half the work of local planning. That Salt Spring
Island residents comprise 40% of the Trust Area population was
not a factor in the decision.
This interesting fact had been underscored the previous day
in reports from the Local Planning Services Review, which
demonstrated that Salt Spring received 42% of the planning
budget, an amount equal to the taxes it contributes. (This lays to
rest complaints that Salt Spring is unfairly treated within the
"From the first Blue Sky
Architecture have been
regionalists in the best
sense of the term. They
have been deeply involved
with the ecology and
topography of southern
British Columbia and its
wonderful interweave of sea,
forest, and rock ."

HELLIWELL + SMITH
BLUE SKY ARCHITECTURE

Islands Trust Federation.)
‘We believe the changes proposed will enhance the Local
Trust Committee’s ability to be open, effective and responsive to
its community’ said Kim Benson, chair of the Islands Trust
Council in a subsequent press release.
‘The Islands Trust was created to carry out our ‘preserve and
protect’ mandate on behalf of Islanders and all British
Columbians. Council needs to think regionally, with
representatives from all parts of the Trust Area. The Trust was
not created on a ‘rep by pop’ basis, and this request wouldn’t
change that,’ she added.
The task force had discussed other options, the principal
altrnative was more trustees but without a seat on council. Its
decision to recommend that the two additional trustees be full
members of council was endorsed wholeheartedly by council
members in their deliberations.

Federation
Speaking to the motion, Council members were thoughtful and
displayed a ‘federation’ mindset—not merely speaking for the
Island they represent. Some members of council related how
they had at first been very resistant to more trustees from Salt
Spring but through the process had come to understand the
problem and agreed on the solution proposed. A few thought
that more trustees from Salt Spring was (to quote Peter Frinton

Nancy Waxler Morrison
Biodiversity Protection Fund
If you have Fawn Lilies, an Eagle Tree,
Frog-filled wetlands, Garry Oaks, Red-wing
Blackbird nests or other places on your land and are
thinking of protecting them, the Pender Island
Conservancy Association can help. This fund can
defray the costs of placing a protective conservation
covenant on part of your land on the Penders.
Call or email Barrie Morrison:
629-3774 (evenings) • barrie@interchange.ubc.ca

REPRESENTATION, please turn to page 8

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
4090 Bayridge Ave West Vancouver BC V7V 3K1
t 01 604 921 8646 f 01 604 921 0755
bsa@blueskyarchitecture.com
www.blueskyarchitecture.com

THE

320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

Water Taxi
Eco-Tours Whale Encounters
Fishing Charters Boating Instruction
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Our Remarkable Visitors ~ Barry Mathias
ummingbirds are not just aerial
acrobats with exotic colors, but are the
most remarkable of our visiting birds.
Our most common hummingbirds are the
Rufous, their tiny wings beating 80 times a
second. Each spring they fly from Mexico, some
continue on to Alaska, a journey of more than
2,500 miles. Throughout Canada there are nine
varieties, including the ruby-throated that flies
to the central and eastern provinces.
These tiny iridescent birds are only found in
North and South America, and there is no
evidence of them in any other part of the world.
Of the 330 species, only 16 breed north of
Mexico. They can be found in deserts, in stormwracked areas such as Nova Scotia, in the
Amazon Basin and above 15,000 feet in the

H

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF
INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that Robert
John Fuller and Norma Fuller
of Surrey BC intend to make
application to Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Coast Region office, for a 10year license for Residential
Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown Land located
at Strait of Georgia, Saturna
Island, B.C.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application
is
#1413918.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at 142-2080 Labieux
Road, Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until July 21, 2007. ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/cla
d/land_prog_services/progra
ms.html under the link:
Applications & Reasons for
Decision database for more
information.
Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information
Advisor
at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

Andes, exhibiting a powerful survival instinct
that is almost unbelievable in such small
creatures. In captivity they have been known to
live for 17 years.
They feed on nectar (or on sugar solution in
Gulf Islands birdfeeders!), and a need to
constantly replenish their energy accounts for
the dramatic attacks they make on each other
near feeding sources. At such times their
disproportionately large hearts can beat at
more than 1,200 times a minute. Some
naturalists claim that, gram for gram,
hummingbirds are the most aggressive
creatures in nature.
When feeding, these small birds make a
sound similar to an angry bee. The majority of
this sound is the result of their frenetic wing
movements while they
visit
approximately
1,000 flowers, or food
sources, each day. The
next time you see a
hummingbird,
remember you are
looking at one of
nature’s outstanding
Photo: Helen Schnare creations. ✐

JAKOBSEN

ASSOCIATES
C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes
www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com

K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

FOR SALE BY OWNER
Bakery/Deli on Galiano Island
Proven Business, Great
Potential, Country Life Style
$110,000

250-539-2999

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…
We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.

STRAIT OF GEORGIA

Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

SITE
TUMBO ISLAND

250.539.2936
SATURNA GENERAL STORE

SATURNA ISLAND

101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND

Saltspring

START PLANNING YOUR DREAM HOME
OR COTTAGE WITH CALICO LOG HOMES

Complete
Package from

$129,000

Calico has been manufacturing
quality log homes for over 35
years. We are dedicated to
manufacturing
the
highest
standard of log structures within
our industry. Based in Maple
Ridge, British Columbia, we have
access to some of the finest wood
resources in the world.

•
•
•
•
•

3 bedrooms
2 bathrooms
1018 sq ft main level
340 sq ft second level
1358 sq ft total

www.calicologhomes.com

14093 - 256th St, Maple Ridge, BC, V4R 1C9
Tel: 604.462.9608 • Toll-Free: 1.866.462.9608
info@calicolog.com • Fax: 604.462.9606

Our stringent quality control
process ensures that only the
best materials enter and leave
our facility. Using only premium
logs and a consistent production
process, our homes are built for
strength and beauty. We have
over 300 standard plans for
cottages and homes, which are
fully customizable thanks to our
in-house design team.
Call today to start planning your
dream home or cottage.

Sod turned for million dollar Pender
Health Centre expansion
Saturday, June 23 saw a large
crowd at the ground-breaking
ceremony for the latest
expansion to the Bishop
Coleman Memorial Health
Centre, serving North and
South Pender Islands.
While Health Care Society
President Shirley LePers looks
on, Peter Kappele, co-chair of
the fundraising committee,
CRD chair Denise Blackwell,
and Elsie Marler (who donated
the land for the original Centre
in the 70s) wielded the
ceremonial spade, which struck
unyielding Pender shale at a
depth of three inches. (On
Pender, when they say groundbreaking, they mean groundbreaking!) The celebration was
enlivened by the Pender
Highlanders pipe band, and
fueled by hot dogs and pop sold
by the Pender Lions (with the
proceeds to the building fund).
Currently, the health centre houses 13 clinical
and therapeutic programs and 24 health
practitioners. The new addition, the second
major expansion since the original building was
built, will provide additional examining rooms
for the two medical practitioner and space for a
third. It also includes expanded emergency room
space, additional storage space, and office space.
It will be built behind the existing building, with
a patio in between.
The expansion is currently estimated to cost
$1,137,130, a significant increase over earlier
estimates. Not only have construction costs
risen dramatically, but new 2006 Building

Code regulations require that the health centre
not only be fully sprinklered (including the
existing building) but also completely
operational in the event of a major earthquake.
(In the past, earthquakes have been known to
occur directly beneath Pender Island.)
The
Pender
community,
through
fundraising events and donations, has so far
raised $557,000. Recognising this amazing
community effort, the Capital Regional District
approved an unprecedented grant of $454,852,
or 40% of the cost. Some $125,270 remains to
the raised before completion, which is expected
within a year. ✐

BILL 29 from page 2
result of privatization of these functions (for
example, through increases in the occurrence of
hospital-borne infections, or through a
reduction in the quality of care of the old and
the chronically ill) has not been answered.
However, the government has been
instructed by the Court to make things right,
though what the Court would deem satisfactory

has not been spelled out. It may be difficult, if
not impossible, to turn back the clock.
When one considers that the particular
clauses of Bill 29 have been unconstitutional
since they were adopted in 2002, it will take
significant action—in good faith—to make good
the resultant damage, both to the workers and
the health care system. Then justice will have
been done. ✐

Photo: Patrick Brown
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Two Trust by-elections
A summer by-election on Hornby Island is in progress, following
the resignation of Trustee Cari St Pierre on May 22. St Pierre,
who has relocated to the Lower Mainland found it difficult to
participate in Trust affairs.

South Pender By-Election
There will also be a by-election on South Pender, occasioned by
the tragic death of Trustee John Henshaw in a tree-cutting
accident. Tribute was paid to Henshaw and his long service as a
trustee at the Trust Council meeting held at the Pender
Community Hall in June.
Terms for both new trustees, acclaimed or elected, will run
until the local general elections for the entire Islands Trust Area
are held in November 2008. ✐

Photo: Helen Schnare

THE ART & CRAFT OF SHELTER
AUTHENTIC PRE-CRAFTED HOME PACKAGES...
OF THE UTMOST QUALITY.

An unusual shot of an Islands’ bald eagle in flight.
SATURNA from page 3
back. The tide and south east winds made getting there hard and
going home a ‘breeze.’
The Saturnina with Richard Blagbourne as the coxswain was
a delight for those who went. Richard not only has a good hand

1 800 655 5574
WWW.PRECRAFTEDHOMES.COM

CROQUET IN THE RAIN
Photo: John McBride

on the tiller; he is a fount of great stories, history and songs.
Thanks to Saturna Parks and Recreation for organizing such fine
entertainment for Islanders.

ROWING IN THE RAIN
Photo: John McBride

I would like to correct an error in my last column. John
Money has led many interesting historical walks for Parks & Rec
but does not do the organizing. Parks & Rec member Jane Dixon
Warren organizes many of the events.

Island Wedding
Saturna Islanders, Jennifer Nilsen and Kevin O’Hara were
married on June 13 within the embrace of the community they
have so generously joined. Kevin and Jenn’s marriage was a
wonderful celebration of two people who have chosen a
community, given a lot of themselves, and received a lot in
return.
On a gorgeous, dappled, sunny-cloudy day with islands and
straits, grassy slopes, ravens and eagles, and dear family and
friends in attendance, they stood and said solemn ceremonial
words to each other, vows of commitment, respect and love. The
Nickel Bros.
House Moving Ltd.

Photo: Patricai Simms

vastness of the view and the natural beauty were appropriate.
Jane Dixon Warren, Saturna’s marriage commissioner, presided
and Kazan, their dog, was the ring bearer.
After the ceremony, the Community Hall was the perfect
intimate venue; a blooming bouquet from Annie Popperwell’s
garden and other floral gifts arranged by a florist aunt. The
baked-on-Island cake was perfect; the photography by an Island
professional, and the bride’s lovely hair-do was a gift. The elegant
sit-down dinner for seventy was created by long-time friend
Shawn Fitzgerald, with Beth Jones and ‘Dan the Man’ assisting.
Many Islanders played small parts that were just what was
needed. Mr Music emceed, and later kept the dance floor full.
Chelsea Money sang ‘At Last,’ a gorgeous solo for the bride and
groom.
After dinner, the celebration was opened to the community by
a wonderful invitation. ‘Everyone’s Welcome! We request the
pleasure of your company, in the celebration of our marriage….’
Congratulations Kevin and Jenn—what a lovely start! ✐
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1-866-606-2237

think of greenhouse

• Ties Like a boat
• Dock or buoy
• Launch in seconds
• Solar charging
• Remote-controlled

Our home package system makes
it easy to build your home, cottage
or vacation retreat.

think of moved house
www.nickelbros.com
buildings delivered from 40k

Preserve your boat’s brilliance
Blue Water Systems Ltd.
The Marine Construction Experts

604-583-9999

www.bws-marine.com

Post and Beam, Timber Frame, and Log
800-663-2558 • 604-946-5421

S ISLAND
A T UREALTY
RNA
Half-acre waterfront $447,000
Walk-on beach, SW exposure
Year-round protected moorage

Joan Combes, Broker/Owner
Susanne Middleditch, Realtor
866.539.2121 fax 250.539.5567
www.saturnarealty.com

1.5 acre Ocean View $550,000
Cedar log home and studio
Completely remodeled, turn-key
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Galiano Island student wins university medal
Galiano-raised Christine Hawes graduated this
year with the highest
grade-point average of all
Thompson
Rivers
University (TRU) Bachelor
of Tourism Management
graduates. Christine was
not at the Thursday, June 7
ceremony to accept her
award from the Kamloops
university.
The
adventure/international
development major was still in Chile,
completing community development work
started as a class project.
Christine graduated from Stelly’s Secondary
REPRESENTATION from page 5
from Bowen) ‘a simplistic solution to a much
bigger problem.’ However it was ‘an opening
gambit.’ This mindset was reflected in the final
17 to 2 vote in favour of the motion.
‘Trustees recognized that the perspectives
gained at Trust Council are essential to the
decision-making they do at the local level, and
vice-versa,’ said Benson. ‘This was also one
principle that was particularly endorsed by the
public. So Council’s request reflects a strong
commitment to that dual role of trustees to
participate in decisions at both the regional and
local level.’
A tight time line is attached to the proposal.
The necessary changes to political
representation within the Islands Trust can
only occur if the BC Legislative Assembly agrees
to make the necessary amendments to the
Islands Trust Act. The request will be
forwarded to the BC legislature in time for
approval before the November 2008 Local

School in Saanich in 1999, then completed a
wilderness leadership program at
Capilano College in 2003 before
attending TRU.
After travelling in South
America for the summer, Christine
hopes to return to Africa, where
she worked in a Kenyan children’s
home as well as in small
communities for famine relief.
Upon her return to Canada, she
plans to work as a sea-kayak guide
on the BC coast and the Queen Charlotte
Islands. Future plans include continuing to
work in tourism, primarily in Africa with a
focus on tourism as a source of aid. ✐
General Elections. The next step will be a
meeting with Minister of Community Services
Ida Chong.
The Governance Task Force will continue
with its other tasks of: regulatory authority and
coordination, financial arrangements, and
mandate and policy statement. Of the task
force’s work, Kim Benson commented. ‘We’d
like to thank all of the people who have taken
the time to provide input into our Governance
Review process to date.’ In total, 264 people
attended 11 public meetings, 139 surveys were
completed and 43 letters and e-mails were
submitted to the Islands Trust in advance of
Trust Council’s recent deliberations.
The Islands Trust has established a webpage
so that the public can access information
regarding its Governance Task Force, including
the public input received. The information is
available on the Islands Trust web site at:
www.islandstrust.bc.ca/tc/gtf.cfm. ✐

"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Salt Spring Island: Easy access oceanfront
with great walking beach (warm
swimming), 3 bed / 2 bath home, all day
sun, in prime area. Very private & easy
care property. Sunsets forever!
LiRead.com/1483.htm $1,880,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront, super
beach, totally renovated cedar cottage,
wood floors, sunny deck, panoramic
ocean views (see Mt Baker!), close to town,
private one plus acres. Enjoy!
LiRead.com/1479.htm $1,249,000

Pender Island: Oceanfront with sweeping
panoramic
oceanview,
S/SW/W
exposures, 3 bed modern home, in a
prestigious area. Superb!
LiRead.com/1405.htm $859,800

Galiano Island: Oceanfront retreat at
Phillimore Point, S/SW/W exposures,
kayak to marina, store, & café, access to
shared dock. Just move in & enjoy!
LiRead.com/1526.htm $1,490,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, about 20
acres, 2 bed bungalow, pasture, seasonal
creek, fenced vegetable garden, orchard,
forest trails. Major price reduction exceptional value! Owner must sell!
LiRead.com/1447.htm $699,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront with 50ft
dock, panoramic ocean views, sweet cedar
cottage, vaulted ceilings, wood floors,
S/SW/W exposures.
LiRead.com/1535.htm $849,900

Mayne Island: Oceanfront with deep
water dock, 2 master beds, 2 guest beds,
2.5 bath, large living, large kitchen, large
deck, sep. carport/workshop.
LiRead.com/1532.htm $898,000

Mayne Island: Oceanview, turn of the 20th
Century character home, all day sun,
organic garden, superb well, dramatic
views of Miner‘s Bay, B&B potential. Enjoy
serenity!
LiRead.com/1503.htm $869,000

Li Read
RE/MAX Salt Spring
Each office independently
owned and operated.

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131
Fax: 250-537-4287
Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"

ISLANDS TRUST
NOTICE OF NOMINATION
SOUTH PENDER ISLAND LOCAL TRUSTEE BY-ELECTION
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given to the electors of South Pender Island Local Trust
Committee that nominations for the office of;

One Local Trustee,
for the balance of the three year term of December 2005 to December 2008,
will be received by the Chief Election Officer or a person designated at the offices of
the Islands Trust. Suite 200, 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C., V8R 1H8 between the
hours of 9:00 A.M. on Tuesday, the tenth (10th) day of July 2007 and 4:00 P.M. on
Friday, the twentieth (20th) day of July 2007 and during that period the
nomination documents shall only be received on regular office days and hours.
Should anyone wish to file nomination documents in other than office hours,
arrangements may be made by phoning the Chief Election Officer at (250)472 0059.
Candidates shall be nominated in writing by two duly qualified electors of South
Pender Island Local Trust Committee.
The nomination documents shall be in the form prescribed in the Local Government
Act and shall state the name and residence of the person nominated in such a manner
as to sufficiently identify the candidate. The nomination documents shall be subscribed
to by the candidate.
At the time of filing the nomination documents, the candidate shall also file with the
Chief Election Officer or a person designated by the Chief Election Officer a written
disclosure, as required under the Financial Disclosure Act.
Copies of all forms are available at the Offices of the Islands Trust, Suite 200, 1627
Fort Street, Victoria, B.C., V8R 1H8, on the Islands Trust website
www.islandstrust.bc.ca or by calling the Chief Election Officer at (250) 472 0059.
To qualify for the office of Local Trustee the candidate must be a:
•
Canadian Citizen
•
Eighteen (18) Years of age or older
•
Resident of British Columbia at least six (6) months immediately before the
day nomination papers are filed and
•
Not disqualified by the Local Government Act or any other enactment from voting
in an election in British Columbia or from being nominated for, elected to or
holding office.
If an election by voting is to be held, voting day will Saturday, August 25th, 2007.
Given under my hand at Victoria, B.C. this twentieth (20th) day of June, 2007.
Thomas F. Moore,
Chief Election Officer

Tracking history and culture on Vancouver Island
Tourism British Columbia

honours the town’s, and the island’s, seafaring heritage.
A trio of historic sites lure travellers further north:
Telegraph Cove, just south of Port McNeill, is among the last,
and best preserved, of BC’s coastal boardwalk fishing villages.
At the U’Mista Cultural Centre in Alert Bay, accessible by
ferry from Port McNeill, one can see a fascinating collection of
Kwakwaka’wakw potlatch artifacts housed in a traditional style
bighouse. Another ferry will take adventurers to Sointula, on
Malcolm Island, to see the remains of a 1900s–era Finnish
Utopian community, one of the many diverse groups that
helped form modern-day Vancouver Island. ✐

Island Destinations
One of Chemainus’ murals
Whether strolling through a fishing village, riding a steam train,
or learning about First Nations art, Vancouver Island’s history
and culture is visible at every turn.
At the Quw’utsun’ Cultural & Conference Centre in
Duncan, travellers can learn about the history of the Cowichan
people, see First Nations carvers at work, and sample
traditional foods. Duncan is also handy to Chemainus, a pretty
seaside town famous for its history-themed murals, and home
to the BC Forest Discovery Centre, with its re-created
lumber camp and working steam train.
Train buffs heading to the west coast can take a ride on the
1929 Baldwin Steam Locomotive that runs in summer
between downtown Port Alberni and the McLean Mill National
Historic Site. At this restored 1926 lumber camp, visitors can
see some of the original equipment operate and even catch a
stage show.
If heading north, travellers shouldn’t miss the Nanaimo
District Museum where one can learn about the city’s
Chinese citizens and the changing faces of the destination’s
harbour; the Courtenay and District Museum and
Paleontology Centre, home to an elasmosaur and a
mosasaur skeleton; the Museum at Campbell River, with
its excellent collection of First Nations artifacts; and the
Campbell River Maritime Heritage Centre, which

At 450 kilometres (270 miles) from tip to tip, North America’s
largest Pacific Island is as large—and as varied—as many
countries. From the farmland of the southeast to the beaches of
the west coast, Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands are home
to a vast range of eco-systems and to literally millions of plant
and animal species.
A network of parks and ecological reserves protect vast tracts
of this landscape, including the Pacific Rim National Park
Reserve and the Clayoquot Sound Biosphere Reserve on
the west coast, Strathcona Provincial Park in the
mountainous interior, and the new Gulf Islands National
Park Reserve in the Strait of Georgia.
There are dozens of smaller parks throughout the island.
Rathtrevor Beach Provincial Park, with its warm
swimming beach, and MacMillan Provincial Park, home to
the 800-year-old trees of Cathedral Grove, shelter unique ecosystems and offer hiking, camping, and other outdoor pursuits.
Travellers can indulge in cosmopolitan delights like High
Tea in Victoria, or take in Nanaimo’s landscape of temperate
coastal rainforests and majestic mountain ranges. Parksville
and Qualicum Beach are famed for their beaches, warm
saltwater swimming and diving, while Tofino and Ucluelet,
on the island’s west coast, offer an idyllic setting for surfers and
beachcombers.
A holiday on the islands can be anything from a food and
wine tour to a whale watching safari; a wilderness hiking odyssey
to a spa retreat. Relaxing on a sandy beach is also an option! ✐
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Vancouver Island Festivals and Events
Date

Event

July 1

Canada Day Celebration with
Folkfest & Parade,
Port Alberni

July 20–22

Filomi Days, Port Hardy

July 20–22

Great International World
Championship Bathtub Race &
Marine Festival, Nanaimo

July 21–22

30th Annual Coombs Rodeo,
Coombs

July 21–22

Annual Seafest, Alert Bay

August 3–5

Filberg Festival, Comox

August 2–11

The Hornby Festival,
Hornby Island

August 4–5

Ladysmith Celebration Days,
Ladysmith

August 13–14

World Croquet Championships,
Parksville

August 17–19

Vancouver Island Exhibition,
Nanaimo

August 31–Sept. 3

Port Alberni Salmon Festival,
Port Alberni

For more information about Festivals & Events in the
Vancouver
Island
Region,
please
visit
HelloBC.com/vi/events.

Kayaking with Whales
on Vancouver Island
Tourism BC

Orca, Johnstone Strait
Imagine five tons of Orca leaping from the water before
submerging again below the watery depths. Now imagine
this view while nestled within a nearby kayak.
It can happen—especially if one is paddling in the
Orca-rich waters of Johnstone Strait, off the east coast of
Vancouver Island.
About 200 Orcas, or killer whales, are resident in the
strait, in and around the Robson Bight Ecological
Reserve. They come here for the salmon and, unique
among Orca populations, to rub their bodies on the area’s
smooth stone beaches.
Adventurers have a good chance of spotting Orcas, as
well as minke and humpback whales, porpoises, harbour
seals, and sea lions from a kayak, or from one of the
whale watching boats that sail from Telegraph Cove, Port
McNeill, Port Hardy and other coastal towns in summer.
Whale watchers and kayakers are also drawn to
Vancouver Island’s west coast to see one of the world’s
great whale migrations, when an estimated 22,000
Pacific grey whales travel along the shores here each
spring, and to explore the Broken Group Islands and
Clayoquot Sound—two of the world’s leading kayaking
destinations.
The Broken Group Islands, part of the Pacific Rim
National Park Reserve south of Ucluelet, are renowned
for their clear seas and abundant marine life. Clayoquot
(pronounced kla-kwat) Sound, north of Tofino, is a
wilderness so biologically diverse it is a UNESCO World
Biosphere Reserve.
If visitors are short of time, kayaking and whale
watching are still options. Whale watching boats leave
Victoria, and nearby Sooke and Sidney, throughout the
summer to look for the 80 or so Orcas residing in the
area. These same seas, especially around the Southern
Gulf Islands, are also ideal for easy kayaking.
And for a memorable excursion to end the day,
adventurers can partake in sunset paddles, with a picnic
on a beach and a chance to kayak off into the sunset,
watching for Orcas along the way. ✐
To learn more about kayaking, whale watching and other
water activities in the Vancouver Island Region, and
get everything you need to plan your vacation—where to
go, what to see and do, where to stay, plus printable
maps—visit HelloBC.com/vi/wateractivities.
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www.cirquesublime.com
TICKETS
ON SALE
JUNE 25

PROUDLY PRESENTED BY CHTV
Nanaimo Port Theatre

Victoria Royal Theatre

Monday November 12
Tuesday November 13
7:30pm

Wednesday November 14
Thursday November 15
8:00pm

1-250-754-8550
www.porttheatre.com

1-888-717-6121
www.rmts.bc.ca

What are your
options?
Find out from your
Gulf Islands’ alternative
energy specialists

Energy Options
energyoptions@telus net
 
 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island VK V



electrical contractors • solar • wind • microhydro systems

Ferry advisory committees on the money ~ Gary Coons, MLA North Coast
People who live in British Columbia’s coastal communities know
that ferry service is not a luxury. It is a necessity, not unlike the
highways that the inland citizens of this province take for
granted. Our marine highways, like those on land, are paid for
with our tax dollars.
Since BC Ferries became a private company, people who rely
on ferry service to get to work and school, and to transport
needed goods to their communities have seen their fares increase
by almost 50%. Meanwhile, BC Ferries continues to take in
soaring profits. It is difficult to figure out how this equation is in
any way beneficial for British Columbians, other than those few
who get to share in the profits of the BC Ferry Corporation.
The Ferries Advisory Council Chairs (FACC) recently put
forth a series of urgent proposals to help mitigate the serious
situation facing users of 22 ferries routes to coastal communities
in BC. I fully support the Ferries Advisory Council Chairs. They
had the best interests of the residents of the coast in mind when
they identified several key issues of note to the government.
First of all, they indicated that unprecedented fare increases
are harming coastal communities. Higher fares mean fewer
tourists, more expensive goods, and an increased sense of
isolation. These higher fares are threatening the long term
viability of routes that many people depend on.
Current and future users, they point out, are being forced to
pay for past neglect of the system. This isn’t reasonable; nor is it
realistic for the 22 small routes to move towards user-pay, when
residents of the Mainland are not expected to bear the brunt of
their transportation infrastructure costs on a per use basis.
The FACC made some very astute recommendations to the
government based on these key issues. I’ve urged the Hon Kevin
Falcon, Minister of Transportation to take their advice seriously.
They suggested that the government along with the FACC and
BC Ferries develop a ‘ferry dependent communities strategy’ to
ensure the long-term viability of routes to remote communities.
In conjunction with its strategy, the FACC has advised that
the government review their service fee contributions for these
22 routes, with respect to the rising costs of fuel and the backlog
SIGNING from page 3
including affordable housing on the Islands and marine
stewardship. Each council recognized the importance of
learning from the other and sharing information.
An invitation, which was warmly received, was extended to
the Canadian trustees to join the SJCC at a community planning
workshop. One councillor mentioned the improved availability
of marine pump-out facilities in the San Juan Islands, but the
San Juan councillors said they like the BC ferry system better!
The renewed Transborder Island Agreement acknowledges
shared values between the councils, including: ‘the protection of
… environmental features and ecosystems; the preservation of
the unique quality of life on islands and in the surrounding
waters; the management of impacts of population growth and
development in a manner consistent with the values of island
communities; and the encouragement of island communities to
achieve and maintain a viable economy.’ ✐

of equipment upgrades needed to service these routes well. They
also hope the government will increase its funding in respect to
the rate of inflation.
The FACC believes that the government contract for
performance term two needs to include flexibility to
accommodate service level adjustments for more efficient and
effective service to communities serviced by ferries. As well, they
insist it is necessary to include a consultation protocol in the
contract. That consultation protocol should include all the
parties involved in ferry service: the Transportation Minister, BC
Ferries, the BC Ferry Commissioner and the FACC.
The Ferries Advisory Council Chairs is comprised of twelve
committees, and those who sit on the committees are
representatives chosen by local governments. As such, this
advisory body understands the realities of people who live on the
coast and depend on ferries for their livelihoods. Kevin Falcon
would be wise to listen to their insight and experience. ✐

Book Review by Barry Mathias

David Guterson’s ‘East of
the Mountains’

David Guterson’s famous novel Snow Falling on Cedars touched
a nerve with Canadian and American readers, and his poignant
writing resulted in the novel’s phenomenal success. His second
novel, East of the Mountains, published in 1999, has the same
remarkable impact.
It is a story set about ten years ago in the Columbia Basin of
central Washington State—fruit orchard country. The main
character, Ben Givens, is a retired heart surgeon, recently
widowed, who discovers he has a terminal illness. Throughout a
rich life, his passion has been to hunt birds, and with his two
hunting dogs, he decides to go on a final hunt. It is his intention
to arrange his own suicide, but to make it seem that he shot
himself by accident while climbing over a fence.
He plans his journey with a preciseness that his life as a
surgeon has demanded, but from the moment that he leaves his
house nothing is as he imagined it would be. There are a series of
accidents and meetings that are both dramatic and inspiring. He
has a car accident, is rescued by a young couple who are
wonderfully in love, gets a lift with an unusual truck driver, is
accidentally involved in a coyote hunt and one of his dogs is
killed and the other badly mauled. He meets a gifted
veterinarian, a dangerous rancher, and some illegal Mexican
fruit-pickers. The vitality of the present is underscored by vivid
flashbacks to Ben Givens’ earlier life.
East of the Mountains is a beautifully crafted story that is
never sentimental or soft at the edges. Guterson maintains a
tight, robust drama that culminates in a satisfying sense of place
and time. His secondary characters are unusual and yet realistic.
It is a fine tale of personal discovery that will appeal to a wide
readership, especially those who enjoy the complexities of
human interaction. This novel also has the advantage of being
readily available in libraries and secondhand bookstores! ✐
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DIGITAL TV
HIGH-SPEED
INTERNET
CABLE TV

Pick up Cable TV, Digital TV or High-Speed Internet today and experience
today’s best entertainment. Now available in many areas on Saltspring,
Galiano, Mayne, and Pender Islands.

For more details CALL

310-SHAW.
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GSA Auto Rentals
Monthly Rentals
from $525
Mention this ad &
get 10% off first
month’s rental.

FOR RENT

REAL ESTATE

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230
Southern Gulf

G.I. Spring Water Express

Danielle Buchanan
& Art Price

40+ buildings
available
www.nickelbros.com

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL
TRANSMISSION SERVICE
❥ Road test by qualified
only
$
.95
technician
*
❥ Clean and inspect
for cars
(call for pricing
transmission pan
on trucks and
motor homes)
❥ 40-point driveline
safety check
* Parts, ECO fees and

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

MARINE

Mortgage Specialists

WATER TAXI
Serving All The
Southern
Gulf Islands

Docside Charters

MEETINGS

250-217-4488

Pender Writers’ Circle Workshops:
Marketing Your Writing/Other
Creations. Details: 629-2085 or
email: tashbyrolls@cablelan.net.

39

taxes extra

ISLAND
MARINE

1-877-655-3707

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW

Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile
Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

Local: 655-3707

(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

BOXED ADS

www.islandmarine.ca

Start at $30

HELP WANTED

islandtides@islandtides.com

Attn: Would you like to develop your
own home based business? Global
opportunity. Learn to operate a
mini-office outlet on-line from
home. No risk. www.fit-for-you.org

PINE BEETLE from page 1
Steelworkers, which represents former IWA members.
‘Last year alone, nearly 1,300 more people could have
worked turning usable logs that were left on the ground
into lumber and other wood products. Instead, the logs
were burned and added another 1.5 million tonnes to
BC’s CO2 emissions.’
The study outlines a number of viable policy
solutions to the current crisis. First, there should be an
immediate end to salvage logging in mixed forests.
Second, tougher regulations are needed to ensure that
there are both enhanced job prospects in the forest
industry and greatly reduced greenhouse gas emissions.
Improving the resilience of BC’s forests in the face of
climate change requires a more patchy Interior
landscape to better protect biological diversity and
reduce the potential for future infestations to reach
similarly severe proportions. The study concludes that in
order to get there BC should increase its funding of
reforestation and rehabilitation efforts.
Ben Parfitt is a resource policy analyst with the
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives–BC Office. He
is a long-time writer on natural resources, co-author
with Michael M’Gonigle of ‘Forestopia: A Practical
Guide to the New Forest Economy,’ and author of
‘Forest Follies: Adventures and Misadventures in the
Great Canadian Forest.’ His CCPA reports include:
‘Battling the Beetle: Taking Action to Restore British
Columbia’s Interior Forests,’ (August 2005); ‘Public
Forests, Public Returns: A Way Forward for Ontario,
(June 2006); and ‘True Partners: Charting a New Deal
for BC, First Nations and the Forests We Share,’
(January 2007). ✐

FOR SALE
OdorBeGone septic vent air cleaner.
Removes sewer gas coming from
vent stack. Canadian company.
Follows all codes. $79 includes
taxes. 250-373-2272, 539-2550,
http://www.odorbegone.ca

MOVED
HOMES

1-866-606-2237

Waterworks
Bulk Water Delivery Ltd

• 3000gals Drinking Water •

Tank Filling, Cleaning,
Sales & Rentals
Pool Filling

Planning + Installation
Permits + Repairs

Central Vancouver Island
& The Gulf Islands

250-758-5169
250-756-8787

Cell:

CE VAESE
N
A ROOFING
Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198

STANDING SEAM
METAL ROOFING
FOR WATER
COLLECTION SYSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks Garage Decks
and Roofdecks
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

   or
  

Servicing the Gulf Islands

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252 or
250-478-6937

WoodFired
Hot Tubs

CRD Health Approved

250-474-7912

SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

Gulf Islands
Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan

Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

1-250-744-6842

www.flynn.ca

FREE

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

250-629-3660

1-866-999-9740

danielle.buchanan@vericoselect.com

250-537-4830

CERTIFIED
SEPTIC SYSTEMS

N

• 100% Financing—
No Down Payment
• Self Employed—
No Proof of Income
• Damaged Credit
• Discharged
Bankruptcies
• Bank Turned Down

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

Drink Pure
Mountain
Spring Water

Long and Short-term Rentals.
List with Us.

Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Trucks

GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

HOME DELIVERY

NEED A MORTGAGE?

Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

House & Cottage Rentals

Rent or Lease

We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

Mayne Jewel: Terraced corner lot,
90’x150’, rented trailer and cabin;
house site (green zone); orchard.
Fenced, power, water, septic, cable,
telephone. Walk to ferry! $145,000.
250-382-6610

L

AUTOMOTIVE

GREEN PLAN from page 1
the tar sands), the last three are the ‘blue elephants in the corner’—
really obvious solutions which will make a lot of difference, but
which those industries don’t want to recognize.

The Rhinoceros Lurking
in the Tar Sands
To carry the wildlife metaphor further, there is also a rhinoceros in
the room as well. In the interest of tackling the nastiest animal first,
let’s identify the ‘rhinoceros’. It is the expectation by the US that
increasing supplies of oil from the Alberta tar sands will eventually
allow them to reduce their dependence on Middle East supplies
without getting tangled up with Venezuela, whose president has not
been very polite to Mr Bush lately.
On the other hand, Canada, hamstrung by NAFTA, has been
remarkably polite and well-behaved, to the extent of allowing, even
encouraging, the rapid development of the tar sands using today’s
early-stage technology.
This technology uses large amounts of energy to produce the oil,
large amounts of increasingly scarce water (5 barrels for every barrel
of oil), lays waste large areas of Alberta, distorts the economy, and
produces large quantities of greenhouse gases (currently 28MT/yr).
And if Canada is to meet US expectations, and there is no significant
improvement in technology, we may expect this to double or even
triple over the next few years. Meeting an absolute GHG cap is going
to require Canada to deal with the rhinoceros.

Three Important New Measures
Which is where the Green Party’s Green Plan comes in and names
those blue elephants. They are: a carbon tax; elimination of subsidies
and tax concessions; and the initiation of a Canadian carbon credit
trading system.
What is interesting about the measures is that they all impact the
price of fossil fuels and, to some extent, force a change in the price

1-877-652-0599

Come on in!
   
alumitubs@telus net

which is not under the control of either the international oil
companies or the oil price speculators. They are, in fact, a made-inCanada intervention in oil markets, to achieve a form of full cost
accounting.
The first, a carbon tax, starting at $50 per tonne of CO2
emissions and rising to $100 per tonne, is an important driver for
change. If the $50 rate were applied to current GHG emissions from
tar sands production (28MT), it would total $1.4 billion per year.
Spread over a current tar sands production of an estimated 430
million barrels per year, this would amount to well under CAD $4
per barrel (current market price is US $70 per barrel, and
production cost has been estimated at $28 per barrel). This carbon
tax would also be applied to fuel sold to consumers (recognising
tailpipe GHG emissions and estimated at 12¢/litre), and to oil
exported to any country that did not have its own carbon tax at the
consumer level (like the US).
The second, is the elimination of subsidies for oil and gas
production. These subsidies range from depletion allowances
through reduced royalty rates to accelerated depreciation writeoffs,
allowing oil production and processing companies to pay low rates
of tax on their Canadian profits. These concessions presently occur
at both provincial and federal levels. According to Sierra Legal, they
amount to $1.4 billion per year (there’s that figure again) for the
entire oil & gas industry, about half of which is now concentrated in
tar sands extraction.
Third, the creation of a Canadian carbon trading system. This
would enable Canadian LFE’s that have reduced their emissions
below their caps to sell carbon credits to LFE’s which are still above
their limits. The Greens say that the Montreal Stock Exchange has
indicated interest in the operation of such a market. The Greens
have emphasized the importance of firm verification and
certification standards to prevent abuse of this mechanism. ✐

Legal opinion supports uniqueness of Islands Trust
An expert legal opinion, sought by the Gulf Islands Alliance,
should be invoked by legislators, planners and citizens to halt
excessive development of BC’s southern Gulf Islands, says the
new inter-Island grassroots group.
The opinion by Tim Howard, a lawyer with considerable
environmental law experience, concludes that Islands Trust
Council and its local trust committees are legally obliged to
preserve and protect the Islands Trust Area. Any decision from
either body that didn’t conform with the statutory purpose of
the Islands Trust Act ‘would arguably fall outside the Islands
Trust’s statutory power and be vulnerable to legal challenge,’
summarized Howard in his six-page opinion.
‘A local trust committee’s power to adopt zoning bylaws that
permit increased residential lot density provides an example of
how this limit operates. Increased density creates direct
impacts: road networks, fragmentation of landscapes,
increased water usage that, prima facie, affect and impair the
natural environment.’

Amenity Zoning
Howard, from Vancouver’s Mandell Pinder Barristers and
Solicitors, says the Trust doesn’t have the same right as
traditional local governments operating under the provincial
Local Government Act or the Vancouver Charter to accept
excess density and its attendant impacts in exchange for
developer-sponsored investments, such as a community centre.
The Trust Area is not a typical local government jurisdiction
in which the local council is given wider discretion to ‘determine
the appropriate balancing of the competing needs of its

community.’ Rather, he says, the Islands Trust Act ‘creates a
trust in the full legal sense to which the principles of trust law
apply.’
In presenting the opinion to Trust Council’s quarterly
meeting on North Pender Island in June, Gulf Island Alliance
Chair Christine Torgrimson requested that Trust staff provide a
full analysis in each report it makes on land use proposals as to
whether they advance or hinder compliance with the object of
Islands Trust Act.
‘This opinion is a fresh reminder that the southern Gulf
Islands are a special, fragile place governed by unique
legislation that can’t be dismissed,’ Torgrimson said. ‘It
enforces the idea that our representatives are trustees, not
politicians.
‘The Gulf Islands Alliance was formed to help channel public
support into protecting the Islands‚ natural environments and
rural nature. It’s been six months since the Alliance was
officially launched and we’re overwhelmed with the positive
response from people across the Islands.
‘People don’t want to see these Islands ruined by their
popularity. They worry about the Island’s recent population
growth being twice the provincial average and that Trust staff
are swamped with rezoning and development applications.
‘Our legal opinion itself won’t halt this disturbing trend. But
it is a beacon for those who might otherwise feel uncertain or
even helpless in the legitimate quest to preserve and protect
their Islands.’ ✐

Accommodation & Attractions
Phone to book
(June, July, August)
250 246 6006

250-598-7015

our Gulf Islands golf
courses have initiated a
co-operative program
to encourage off-Island golfers
to their courses. Free golf for a
year is being awarded each
month at each of the four
courses.
All you have to do to
participate is play a regulation
18-hole game at Pender,
Galiano, Gabriola or Salt
Spring Island golf courses, ask
for a ‘passport’ to be signed
when your game is completed,
and your name will be put in a
draw at month-end for the
free golf prize. (Complete rules
are posted at each golf club—
tournament play is not
eligible.)
Jack Russell, a long-time
Pender Island Golf Club
member and also a piper with
the well-known Pender
Highlanders Pipe Band, was

F

Gordon Souter and Jack Russell

the Pender winner at the end
of May. Over the summer,
there will be 20 winners of free
golf! Look for brochures on
the ferries for all the details,
Check out golfing on the Gulf
Islands. ✐
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Spectacular wooded setting, 30 mins from downtown
Victoria. Fully equipped split-level lofts. Unique
Post'n’Beam / Arts&Crafts décor. 4-1⁄2 star—‘Canada
Select’ rating. “Pets Can Stay—Premium Rating”

free mill tours

In Peaceful Victoria
Close to the ocean, UVic
& the hospital. Organic
breakfasts, private
bathrooms. $50-$70

Barbara Souter

)285'$<621/<

Crofton Division

The Haven B&B

Golfing the Gulf Islands

9,6$ 0$67(5&$5'

Vancouver Island & Around the Georgia Strait (plus the Pacific!)
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CAMPGROUND

In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest. 1o min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or 3 min drive.
Visa, Mastercard, AmEx

 Rainbow Rd

Salt Spring Island

250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

Cycling • Golfing • Whale Watching
Hiking •Kayaking • Fishing
Cougar’s Crag Extreme B&B
1-888-808-2724 or www.cougarscrag.com

MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

VANCOUVER ISLAND
‘HOLIDAY HOUSE’
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DQGPRUH
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FREE PICK-UP
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VICTORIA PICK-UP
Free with 1-week stay
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B&B Motel • Rooms
Vacation Suites
20 min from Nanaimo Ferries
10 min from Nanaimo Airport

1-888-310-2299

www.ladysmithoceanview.com
www.bbvacation.com

A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.

1,582 sq. ft. - $47,400
FOB Vancouver (Standard Specs)

Page’s
Resort & Marina

That ‘Little’
Coffee Place
Historic Duncan
  Canada Ave

Gabriola Island
250-247-8931

www.pagesresort.com

opposite our heritage
train station

250-746-5233

Put your business in the frame!
Check out our Georgia Straitwide circulation at:

www.islandtides.com

• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct.
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.

Your Island Representative

Russ Anderson
View over 100 plans at:
www.nelson-homes.com

R. Anderson Technical Services
Duncan, BC
Phone: (250) 720-6000
Fax: (250) 720-2270
e-mail: russanderson@shaw.ca

