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Kayakers experience ‘traffic jam’ during the Galiano Triathlon. (See story, page 2.)

Photo: Tom Cairns

A caravan of new boats motor into Riwai, Thailand. (See story, left.)

The market coordinator for the Salt Spring
farmers’ market, Matthew Coleman, has been
ordered to enforce the BC Shell Egg Grading
Regulation that prohibits the sale of ungraded
eggs at any location other than the farm gate.
Vancouver Island Health Authority’s
environmental inspector, Greg Dunphy,
notified Coleman and the Parks and Recreation
Committee in the spring that ungraded eggs
were not to be sold at the market. 

Though this legislation has been in place
since 1978, this is the first time it’s been
enforced on Salt Spring. Inspector Dunphy
informed me that Inspector Postlethwaite at
the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA)
would be able to answer questions. However
Postlethwaite said the issue was a provincial
responsibility; CFIA does not regulate
ungraded eggs, and is only concerned with
import, export, interprovincial transfer, and
egg grading station requirements. 

The BC Ministry of Agriculture Food and
Fisheries’s (MAFF) poultry industry
development specialist, Stewart Paulson,
explained that the primary reasons for the egg
regulations are consumer safety and market
equity. He estimates that roughly 2.5% of the
egg market is the 4,500–5,000 small farm
flocks in BC. Given a conservative estimate of $3
profit per dozen, this represents $4.8 million
dollars in sales that are unregulated by the
province.

Local farmers who rely on egg sales are
defying the rules. David O’Flynn, an Islander

whose grandfather began selling eggs on Salt
Spring in 1902, sold twenty-four dozen eggs at
the farmer’s market on May 21. Coleman, who
was ordered to confiscate the eggs, took only
photographic evidence of the infraction rather
than risk confrontation. ‘Most of theIslanders
who [purchased eggs from] me said that they'd
come back next week and support me,’ O’Flynn
said. ‘I’m not a rebel…I just don’t like being
pushed around.’

Another regular vendor of eggs and other
farm products took a more covert approach. As
her usual customers stopped by, she provided
them with eggs from her icebox hidden under
the table. ‘'I’m still selling them at the market,’
she said, ‘I can’t just hold onto them, the
chickens keep laying eggs.’

Coleman reported that a letter issued by
Brent Warner of the MAFF said ‘Eggs are not
allowed to be sold at the farmers’ market unless
they are graded and these rules are set by the
BC Egg Marketing Board (EMB), sometimes
enforced by CFIA or local health authority’.
EMB, MAFF and CFIA documents show that
small farmers—those with less than 99 laying
hens—are exempt from licensing, grading, and
quota requirements, however, they are
prohibited from marketing eggs anywhere but
the farm gate. 

Grading uses candling to check for double
yolks, blood spots, and meat spots. It requires a
minimum $135 annual fee, payable to CFIA,
and equipment that costs at least $15,000.

VIHA trying to shut local eggs out of
Salt Spring market ~ Mike Logan

EGGS, please turn to page 2

Trust Council
sets agenda for
June meeting
The Islands Trust Council will hold its
next quarterly meeting at the
Agricultural Hall on Mayne Island from
Wednesday, June 15 to Friday, June 17. 

The town hall session, a regular
forum to promote informal dialogue
between Islanders and trustees, will take
place from 1-2:30pm on June 16.
Persons or organizations wishing to
reserve time to make a formal
presentation at the beginning of the
town hall session must receive an
appointment through the Executive
Committee. New guidelines have
recently been developed to help people
plan a presentation to Trust Council and
are available on the Islands Trust
website at www.islandstrust.bc.ca.

Other sessions on the June meeting
agenda include:
Smart Growth BC (3:10–4:30pm,
June 15)—Trustees will receive a
presentation from Smart Growth BC, a
provincial non-governmental
organization devoted to fiscally, socially
and environmentally responsible land
use and development. This presentation
will focus on ways that smart growth
principles and practices can be applied
in rural island settings.
San Juan County joint session
(8:30–10am, June 16)—This annual
discussion with the elected
commissioners of San Juan County in
Washington state will focus on the
challenges of maintaining authentic and
complex communities that are
increasingly affected by tourism and
population growth; experiences and
approaches to affordable housing and
tourist accommodation; a transboundary
project to create a newcomers’ guide to
living on islands; and the real estate
transfer tax used in San Juan County to
purchase conservation lands.
Organizational effectiveness
(10:15–11:30am, June 16)—Discussion
of the ongoing program to enhance

TRUST, please turn to page 6

Salt Springer continuing Sea Gypsie
Relief Fund ~ Gail Neumann
Tom and Debbie Cairns of Salt Spring were in
Thailand when the tsunami struck in
December. Soon after the tsunami, Tom went to
the local Sea Gypsie village to buy fish and found
the men gathered around, looking depressed.
He learned that the villagers had lost their
fishing boats and, although they had received
some immediate government aid for food, they
had little hope of returning to work. Even
though a new boat cost only $2,500, these
people would need to work over a year to
replace one and begin to rebuild their livelihood.

Tom and Debbie believed that Canadians
would be willing to help if they knew the
situation so they contacted friends and family
and the media in an attempt to tell the story. As
a result Islanders began the Sea Gypsie Relief

Fund that grew to include donations from
across the nation and beyond.

The Cairns returned to Canada in mid-April
and gave presentations at Salt Spring
Elementary School, Salt Spring Island Middle
School, and the Community Gospel Chapel on
their work.

Deciding whom to help was one of the first
problems. In order to be good stewards, the
Cairns worked with village leaders to ascertain
who had lost fishing boats. They also asked for
a police certificate that described the size and
type of the lost boat so it could be replaced with
a similar one. When a village’s list was complete
the Cairns held a lottery to determine the order
in which the boats would be replaced. Close

SEA GYPSIES, please turn to page 6

Coell re-elected with
reduced majority
Liberal Murray Coell was re-elected May 17 as
Member of the Legislative Assembly for Saanich
North and the Islands. His preliminary vote total was
13,265 (not counting absentee ballots), a lead of 1,999
over second-place Christine Hunt (NDP). This is in
contrast to the 2001 provincial election, when Coell led
second-place Andrew Lewis (Green Party) by 8,195.

This time the Greens ran third, their vote reduced
by 2,700 from 2001. The NDP vote this election
increased by 6,250 over 2001, while Coell’s vote
decreased by 2,100.

The turnout for both elections was similar, at
about 30,000 voters. Ian Bruce (DR BC) took 1,131
votes to finish last.

The preliminary results (finals next issue):
Murray Coell Liberal 13,265 43.90%
Christine Hunt NDP 11,266 37.28%
Ken Rouleau Green 4,554 15.07%
Ian Bruce DR-BC    1,131 3.74%

30,216

STV Wins in the Riding
A majority of voters approved the Single
Transferable Vote in all but two ridings. Saanich
North and the Islands, however, was one of the few
ridings in BC to meet the required 60% level for
adoption, with 17,982 (60.90%) supporting BC-STV
and 11,554 (39.10%) opposing it.

A clear majority (57%) of BC voters supported
change in the voting system, even though
provincially the 60% threshold was not reached.
Provincial political leaders have promised further
consideration.

ELECTION, please turn to page 7
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Additionally, graded eggs fall under CFIA and EMB regulations,
and could be subject to levies and fines. CFIA is responsible for
administering grading stations, and no egg producer may grade
their own eggs.

The EMB calls organic, free-range and locally produced small
farm eggs ‘specialty eggs’, and doesn’t currently offer a separate
marketing strategy from generic eggs. Though the EMB general
manager was unavailable for comment,  a EMB  source
confirmed that their mandate is to ‘advertise generic eggs’. EMB
applies levies and fees collected from all producers to pay for the
marketing board and promote the practices of the very industrial
egg producers that organic egg producers oppose. The EMB
reports that conventional egg producers have an average of
17,000 laying hens, normally confined in cages. The board claims
that these cages ‘help eliminate…diseases,’ though it doesn’t
supply any evidence to support such a claim. The website also
endorses ‘beak trimming’ to ‘control feather pecking’, a process

that causes pain and suffering, and is described as inhumane and
cruel by animal rights activists.

MAFF’s Paulson discussed the potential for salmonella
contamination to consumers, as well as the unfairness of
requiring differing standards for different producers. He claimed
that industry has spent millions of dollars in order to increase
public safety, and that allowing unregulated eggs into the market
would pose unfair financial and health risks. Salmonella outbreak
statistics were not available at press time, but a web search
revealed only five cases of egg-caused salmonella since 1995, all of
them from a single conventional egg farm.

If health is the primary consideration, O’Flynn points out
that they are the same eggs being sold at the farm gate.
‘Obviously, my product is good,’ O’Flynn says, ‘I wouldn’t sell
faulty eggs, because people wouldn’t buy them.’ Legislation in
Alberta allows small farm producers with less than 300 laying
hens to market their eggs at local markets with no additional
grading requirements. When asked if a policy compromise could
be reached, Paulson said, ‘Over time, I see changes taking place’.

Though egg producers are entitled to hearings and appeals,
their eggs may also be seized and sold, with profits going to the
EMB. Of the latest move, O’Flynn said, ‘This is another freedom
being taken away from us’. 0

EGGS from page 1

Some Notes on Short Term Vacation Rentals (STVRs)
Patrick Brown

I
n vacation areas throughout the province, including the Gulf
Islands, some property owners rent out their houses to
visitors on a week-to-week basis in the summer months.

Rental rates are often over $1,000 per week. These houses
sometimes stand empty during the winter, or are rented to
tenants at much lower rates on condition that they vacate the
property during the summer.

Island residents have expressed concern about the effect on
the community of numbers of unoccupied houses, or of tenants
without leasehold security. They see absentee ownership of
these properties as an attempt to financially capitalize on the
increasing attractiveness of the Islands without contributing to
Island communities. 

Property owners, on the other hand, point out that summer
visitors make a substantial contribution to Island economies.

Both these considerations fall within the purview of the
Islands Trust and its Policy Statement. Some Local Trust
Committees have been trying to distinguish between long-term
and short-term rentals in zoning regulations.

In some cases, provincial legislation applies, and may be useful
in identifying preferred types of tenancies. The following notes on
applicable provincial Acts may be helpful. (These extracts have
been selected for their applicability to STVRs. For a complete
understanding, read the complete legislation and regulations.)

Residential Tenancies
The rental of residential properties on the Islands, as elsewhere
in BC, is governed by the Residential Tenancy Act, except for
vacation or travel accommodation:
What this Act applies to:
2 (1) Despite any other enactment but subject to section 4 [what
this Act does not apply to], this Act applies to tenancy
agreements, rental units and other residential property.
What this Act does not apply to
4 This Act does not apply to

(c) living accommodation in which the tenant shares 

bathroom or kitchen facilities with the owner of that 
accommodation,
(e) living accommodation occupied as vacation or travel 
accommodation,
(i) living accommodation rented under a tenancy agreement
that has a term longer than 20 years.

Neither tenants nor landlords can opt out of the Act, so it
covers all normal house rentals:
This Act cannot be avoided
5 (1) Landlords and tenants may not avoid or contract out of
this Act or the regulations.
(2) Any attempt to avoid or contract out of this Act or the
regulations is of no effect.

A tenancy agreement has to include certain terms under the
Act:
Requirements for tenancy agreements
13 (1) A landlord must prepare in writing every tenancy
agreement entered into on or after January 1, 2004.
(2) A tenancy agreement must comply with any requirements
prescribed in the regulations and must set out all of the
following:

(a) the standard terms;
(b) the correct legal names of the landlord and tenant;
(c) the address of the rental unit;
(d) the date the tenancy agreement is entered into;
(e) the address for service and telephone number of the 
landlord or the landlord's agent;
(f) the agreed terms in respect of the following:

(i) the date on which the tenancy starts;
(ii) if the tenancy is a periodic tenancy, whether it is on a 
weekly, monthly or other periodic basis;
(iii) if the tenancy is a fixed term tenancy,

(A) the date the tenancy ends, and
(B) whether the tenancy may continue as a periodic 

STVR, please turn to page 5

5th Annual Galiano Triathlon a success with 124
participants ~ Janice Mason

With 124 participants, the 5th Annual Galiano Fun Triathlon,
held on May 7, was a roaring success. This year we had children
on teams, 13-  and 14-year-olds completing the entire course,
many families participating and even a couple of pregnant
women (including Ironman superstar Lori Bowden from
Victoria). We had crews from Salt Spring Island, Saturna Island,
Galiano (of course), Victoria, Vancouver and even a few
international participants coming from as far away as England,
Australia, Germany and Washington State.

Competition was fierce with ‘somewhat local boy’ Michael
Jones finishing over 2 minutes ahead of his closest rival in the
men’s division, clocking 1 hour and 9 minutes. Michael
frequently works on-island, and his parents Bill (firechief) and
Jean have been Islanders for many years.  Bruce Grey and John
Nilssen claimed the team division for Salt Spring Island for the
second year in a row, with the Saturna foursome (see picture,
right) not far behind. Emily Gonzales, a Galiano ‘weekender’,
moved up a notch from last year to claim the women’s individual
category. Bill McKeown, at age 77, once again claimed honours
as our oldest competitor to complete the entire 3km kayak, 13km
cycle and 5km run course.

The Island’s kayaking resources were depleted as Galiano
Island Kayaking outfitted over 40 triathletes with kayaks. This
year owner Ben offered a bonus—a chance to go kayaking for free
after the event for anyone (with some kayak know-how) who
would ultimately paddle the kayak back to its home at Montague
Marina. Many community members did take him up on the offer!

After many meetings and consultations, it was decreed that
the kayak start would see all 60-plus kayaks starting at once (see
picture, page 1). It provided for a very colourful start and,
despite a bit of paddle bashing when kayakers jostled for
position as the starting flag was dropped, the mass start was
decreed a success by all.

Thanks to our more than 6o volunteers. All the effort helped
to raise funds for the Galiano Fitness Centre.  Full event results
and photos are available at www.galianoisland.com/triathlon. 0

Photo: Jesse Guy

Saturna’s team—Scott Pearse, Jamie Ritchie, Pat McCullum
and Hubertus Surm (left to right)—won second place!
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank and Brian Dixon-Warren

S
aturna is so green and lush with grass
this year—everywhere looks like a
hayfield ready to cut. The foxgloves are

just starting to turn colour and the ox-eye
daisies are beginning to open their eyes. We
have had so much rain that the shearing at
Island farms had to be postponed.  The arbutus
are putting in a record number of blossoms
and the white spirea is just about to add to the
wonderful smells this time of year. It is all so
good.

Workbee Time!
We’re done with lolling about—Saturna
Islanders are out of May and into June and that
means the Saturna Lamb BBQ preparations are
starting in earnest. Take a look at the Lamb BBQ
workbee schedule and fit yourself in—you are
more than welcome. There are wharves to build,
booths to put up, grounds to clean, Spanish rice
pans to scrub, areas to be patrolled, lambs to be
put on irons, face painters, coffee servers, guest
greeters, beer garden bouncers, booksellers—
the list is endless!

Garage Sale & Pig BBQ
Enjoyed

The recycling centre’s garage sale was lots of
fun. Tyler and his grandfather were first at the
gate, about 9am, as Tyler had spotted an item
that he just had to have—and he got it!

So many people were utterly delighted with
what they found. One person’s treasure, etc.!
Lots of conversations among the treasure
hunters; advice, praise, due consideration. No
gumboots though, for the second year. I guess I
will have to break down and buy some in a
normal store—not nearly so much fun and with
no input from my neighbours. 

Recycling made over $3,000 to put towards
Island medical needs! We get all the updated
equipment and a souvenir treasure! Great work
recycling volunteers, it took hours and hours to
set up for the sale and hours to break down the
tents and put away the set-up.

The Saturna volunteer firefighters’ Pig BBQ
was a sell out.  Not only that, but Firechief Terry
Danyliw and Grant Dickey had to do a sweep
and close the community hall doors on happy
partiers! Head Pig BBQ Chef Alfred Reynolds
did a fine job of barbecuing the large beast, to
the delight of the 100-plus guests. There were
lots of door prizes and draws, and then the
dance. It was fun to see so many kids at this
event. Thanks to the many volunteers who
helped create this party for the Island.

Paddling, Performing &
Gardening

Saturna Parks and Recreation is sponsoring the
annual Taylor Point Paddle on June 12. You
can take your own boat or be a paddler on our
six-person longboat, The Saturnita. If you
prefer to hike, Jane Dixon-Warren will be
leading a group overland, leaving from the
Campbells’ gate. Many people choose to row or
paddle one way and walk the other way. At
Taylor Point, Parks and Recreation will provide
a picnic—sandwiches, juice, cookies and water.
Everyone is welcome.

The Talent Show! On June 18, bold and
brazen Saturna Islanders will strut their stuff
for a lively and receptive audience. We
audiences perform a valuable service for the
performers in our midst and are a vital part of
the performance! Edmond Coulter will MC the
evening. Please confirm your status as a
performer and let the organization begin!

Carol Money will use her lovely and
extensive garden as a teaching tool in an event
sponsored by Saturna Parks and Recreation.
Carol will talk about creating a garden with
consideration for color and texture and effects.

Studio Tours and Markets
There will be the annual Saturna Artists studio
tour and sale on the August long weekend. All
interested artists should contact Annie

Popperwell as the organizing is underway.
The Saturna summer markets will start

Saturday, July 9.  Ms Jody Bavis is in charge
and is asking that all interested vendors and
entertainers contact her at 539-3357.

A New Baby!
Saturna Island girl Aja Hollings, who is now Aja
Hollings Morris, is a new mom! Tyken
Emanuel Michael Morris was born May 11.
Mom and now grandmother, Rene, were with
Aja for the baby’s birth. Congratulations, Aja!

Refitting The Saturnita
The Saturnita is getting her annual refit this
next week. Captain Ricardo Blagbourno has
organized a keen group of wooden boat lovers
to sand, paint, scrub and refurbish the lovely
boat. All are welcome to work or to come by and
advise the workers. 

The Saturnita makes her annual spring
debut voyage at the Taylor Point Paddle, beats
the Galiano wooden boats in the annual spring
race and does yeoman service on Lamb BBQ
day ferrying people back and forth from their
anchored boats to the BBQ site.

Students Still Fundraising
for Sea Gypsies

Saturna Island Elementary students have
raised $600 towards replacing fishing boats for
the Sea Gypsies of Phuket. They have been
holding bottle drives as a fundraiser for this
Tsunami relief effort (see related articles, page
1 and 6).

They have displayed a graph in the upper
store so the community can chart the progress
towards reaching their goal of $2,500 (the
money needed to replace one boat). The kids
held their last bottle drive on the May 27
weekend. Donations are still welcome. What a
good effort! P.E.

BC-STV Presentation
We all know the result. The Referendum didn’t
quite make it. However, the 57.3% of the voters
who voted ‘Yes’ have sent a strong message that
change from our present system is wanted.

I don’t know the breakdown for Saturna
voters. Certainly we could not say that we were
not informed. We were very fortunate to have
Diana Byford, a member of the Citizen’s
Assembly, come to speak to us at a meeting
sponsored by the Community Club on
Wednesday, May 11. Fortunate because of the
strong commitment she showed to the process
that led to the recommendation in the
Referendum. The Assembly formally dissolved
when their report was published in December
2004 and at that time funding ceased.
However, since then a group of about 30 of the
Assembly members have, each in their own
time and at their own expense, made
themselves available to communities
requesting more information. Diana herself, at
the time of her visit, had spoken on 70
occasions since Christmas and was booked up
right to the time of the election.

There was a good turnout on Saturna and
the meeting went well. Diana spoke clearly and
answered all the many questions. She was able
to explain the mathematical logic underlying
the transfer of votes, which is the most
challenging part of the system. She was at pains
to inform rather than to proselytize;
nevertheless it was clear that she had made
some converts by the end of the evening.

Irrespective of the result of the Referendum,
the Citizen’s Assembly was an exciting exercise
in democracy. The government deserves
congratulations for initiating the process.
Finally, the result suggests that electoral reform
is a topic needing to be revisited in the next few
years. B. D.-W. 0

P
otable, safe to drink water is a necessity
for life. After the Walkerton, Ontario
drinking water crisis, the BC

government acted with commendable speed
and passed the Drinking Water Regulation Act
in 2003. This regulation puts the responsibility
for safety of product and supply directly on the
water purveyor. It also classifies any water
source, surface or well that supplies a
commercial establishment or more than one
household  as  a water system, which requires a
certified operator.

In rural areas, such as the Gulf Islands, this
has meant that many people are taking the
Environmental Operators Certification
Program and writing the BC Water and
Wastewater Association exam to become
certified operators. In spring 2004,
representatives of small water systems on
various Islands attended one of these two-day
courses held on Mayne Island. One of the high
points of the course was the informal exchange
of ideas during break times. This led some very
energetic Mayne Islanders to consider hosting
a workshop that would be a wide-ranging
discussion and exchange of information
relating to domestic water in the Gulf Islands. 

On Saturday, April 30, 2005, the Source to
Tap Water Workshop was held at the Mayne
Island school gym. Mary and Jim Cooper
worked hard for a year to bring the workshop to
fruition. It was a day well spent and certainly
proved to me that community activism is still a
potent force on the Gulf Islands. 

The presenters and their material were
comprehensive: from sales reps to scientists,
regulators to well drillers, the topic was very
well covered. All the speakers were articulate
and well-prepared, but one is bound to have
favourites. Mine were Dr. Diana Allen, chair of
Earth Sciences at Simon Fraser University, and
Harry Hartmann of MB Labs in Sidney.

Dr Allen has done years of field study on
Saturna Island, collecting data on the storage
and movement of water in fissured rock. She
shared her analyses and gave us a look at a
computer-generated model based on her work
of how water has collected on these Islands.

The jovial Mr. Hartmann spoke about what
happens when water samples are taken into
MB Labs and what the results might mean. A
common sense, non-jargon explanation that
was as entertaining as it was informative. MB
labs also had a suppliers display table and
passed out some very useful info sheets on
water testing.

At the workshop Mary Cooper noted that
the government is lagging behind in the
presentation of methods and options to
support the new drinking water regulations. It
is my hope that the representatives of the
Environmental Operators Certification
Program, CRD Environmental Services and
Vancouver Island Health Authority present
that day will take note of the success of this
workshop format and use it to bring the needed
information to more Islanders.  0

Water Issues ~ John Wiznuk

Source to Tap: Exploring Domestic
Water Issues 
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Mayne Resort
The following letter was sent to David Essig, Island Trust
Chair, and submitted to Island Tides for publication.
Dear Mr. Essig:
Re ‘Time To Take A Stand,’ Island Tides, May 5-18 issue & LTC
decision of May 4 to approve development permit for
destination resort on Mayne Island.

According to your letter, ‘…the Islands Trust…is charged with
land use planning and managing development in the Gulf
Islands, within the mandate of preserving and protecting these
special islands… The Trust holds that the environmental values
of the Trust Area and its scenic values should be protected from
disturbance, particularly those areas that…are highly visible. The
Trust holds that growth and development in the Trust area
should be compatible with preservation and protection of the
environment, natural amenities, resources and community
character.’

With all due respect, how can you possibly expect us to believe
that you, and the Mayne Island LTC in particular, believe these
words of yours? For close to a year, literally hundreds of Mayne
Islanders have written letters (I have personally counted over 300
on file at the Islands Trust office) to the LTC and attended
standing-room-only LTC meetings to protest the proposed
development of the ‘highly visible’ Mayne Inn into a strata-titled,
fractional-ownership, condominium-style destination resort. At
our own expense, we have received legal verification of the
trustees’ right, without recourse, to downzone this piece of
property, but it has all been to no avail. Rather than receiving
even the basic courtesy of acknowledging our issues, we have
been treated with disdain by our trustees and experienced their
apparent pleasure at approving this development. This approval
was given at the Mayne Island LTC meeting on May 4 and you
were present, Mr. Essig, to lend them your support.

Picture this: No more Islands Trust because the ‘trustees’ do
not exercise the power they already have to preserve and protect.
Once again, you, our elected representatives, have had the
opportunity to uphold the mandate of the Islands Trust and,
once again, you have failed miserably. Shame on all of you; I
hope we have the pleasure of seeing you in court.

Su Everts, Mayne Island

Misunderstanding About STVR Letter
Dear Editor:
I write in response to the letter from the Connollys (STVR - Not
So Funny, May 12), who seem to have misunderstood my letter
in the previous Island Tides.

Actually, I am not against STVRs. I think they can be a
valuable part of the community. I also think that they, like any
other commercial enterprise, should not proliferate unregulated
without determining how they fit within the larger community.
We don’t allow an unlimited number of hotels, motels, or B&Bs
on the Islands. Why should STVRs be exempt from the
community’s consideration?

I still take issue with the
‘poor me’ attitude expressed
in the original letter from
Bruce Fougner and echoed
somewhat in the letter from
the Connollys. Unless a
property owner is fortunate

enough to stay with some very generous friends while his or her
house is being rented out, an STVR is not one’s primary
residence. Those people, like me, who are fortunate enough to
have more than one property must surely recognize that this is a
luxury (even if neither home is all that luxurious).  I don’t doubt
that some of us can only afford this luxury because of STVR.
Regardless, what I originally responded to was Mr Fougner's
statement that STVR owners were barely able to make ends
meet, incorrectly implying that most were hovering around the
poverty line, and therefore the community should cut STVR
owners a break and stay out of the STVR issue.

Despite our disagreement over the regulation of STVR, it
sounds to me like the Connollys are a real credit to their
community. If only all Islanders—owner, renter, investor, full, or
part-time—were as involved as they have been!

David Scearce, Mayne Island

Losing Our Freedom to Eat
Dear Editor:
Thank you for Derek Masselink’s comprehensive article in
Islands Tides, May 5, 2005, about the changing nature of seed
ownership and control in Canada.  Over the years, while many of
us have been trying to protect freedom of speech, firms like
Monsanto have been quietly foreclosing our freedom to eat. So
far, they are being helped along by Health Canada and the
Saskatchewan courts.

Leaving aside the fact that GM (genetically modified) foods
have not been adequately tested before being marketed, we
should all be concerned that they are designed to be immune to
pesticides. This means that growers using sprays like Roundup,
are ruining the soil and exterminating beneficial organisms with
their efforts at weed control.

This is just the beginning of a long, tragic story. Are chemical
technology companies really entitled to exercise the kind of
control that their patented seed will bring over humanity’s
health and well-being? Is Health Canada acting in the best
interest of Canadians?

Maggie Schubart, Salt Spring Island

350 Scrap Cars Leave Pender
Dear Editor:
Whoopee! I can see the Island more clearly now. The clean-up of
old car wrecks and metal is winding down, after removing 350
cars and 150 tons of scrap metal. As expected, most of the
comments were very positive.

The clean-up by Patrick and Forrest from Westshore
Recycling went very well. There was no charge to owners and we
were all surprised at the amount of wrecks and scrap metal
coming out of the bush that had not seen the light of day for a
long time.

We owe these hardworking guys a big thank you. Also a
special thanks to Trish MacKinnon for making the
arrangements to have these guys come over. 

A big sigh of relief comes from everyone on Pender Island, as
these items generate a lot of contamination for our groundwater.
Bylaw enforecement now has less to do and our Islands have had
a beautiful makeover. If anyone still has a ‘wreck’ or scrap metal
that they would like to have removed, please call Patrick at 250-
744-2188.

Tim Grohs, Pender Island
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I
had a strange chore for Victoria Day. Whilst stocking Island
Tides’ newspaper boxes—chock-a-block  for the May long
weekend—at Tsawwassen terminal on Tuesday, May 17,  I

was advised that the old washrooms and the temporary galley
and cafeteria would all be fenced off, in preparation for
demolition, as soon as the terminal shut down on the Monday
night at the end of the long weekend. 

My jaw dropped, I had visions of my my newly painted yellow
‘troops behind bars, their cargoes of newspapers unattainable.
Because I was flying to Europe the day after the holiday Monday,
I had to do some quick thinking on my feet. A visit to terminal
manager Mike Menzies provided a solution—tents with some
food services were being arranged in the control tower area; this
area of the terminal would be a safe haven for our yellow boxes
and give people their Island Tides during the final stages of the
terminal upgrade. (The new Tsawwassen Quay building is not
opening till the middle of June.)

So, still a bit bewildered, I set off  from Otter Bay (via Swartz)
on the holiday Monday morning to rearrange the Tsawwassen
boxes. Guess what? Despite arriving an hour early at the ferry
terminal, I was caught in the overload of happy weekenders
going home! A bit more quick thinking—could I go on foot? You
bet—haul the laptop, the paperwork and the handtruck out of
the Honda. A quick phone call to my son-in-law to bring me
some raingear in case the day was as peculiar as the rest of the
long weekend and I was off. I felt rather conspicuous on the main
route trundling my very faded red handtruck with all its cords
and bungies (funny how this kind of gear does not seem out of
place on Gulf Islands ferries).

It all worked splendidly, as a foot passenger I had no sailing

wait, the sun shone, I roared round the terminal repositioning
boxes. I caught the the 4pm ferry back to Swartz, and due to a bit
of lateness on the part of the Bowen Queen, I caught the 5:35pm
sailing back to Pender—three hours ahead of my planned arrival.
Who says the system doesn’t work!

And by the way, the new Tsawwassen Quay should be worth
a visit when it opens later this month. The 16,000 square foot
building will have 17 retail spaces, lots of them providing food
and beverages, and others with gifts and crafts. More crafts will
be offered on mobile carts, and there will be a children’s play
area. The quay will be managed by the same company that runs
the Lonsdale Quay in North Vancouver. 

I can’t wait to get back from Europe at the end of June to see
how it all looks. 0  

Victoria Day Fun: The Tsawwassen Change ~ Christa Grace-Warrick

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick
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YOUR OWN “PRIVATE ISLAND”
Friday, June 3
Dr. Shiv Chopra Talk—former Health Canada scientist and the
whistle-blower on bovine growth hormone, Dr. Chopra talks on
regulations that put our food at risk • 7:30pm • Fulford Hall •
Admission by donation • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Fri to Sun, June 3 to 11
Intrepid Theatre presents the 8th Uno
Festival of Solo Performance—10 great
one-person shows from across the
continent;  featuring Tara Friedenberg
Dance Theatre, One Man Star Wars, Fringe
hit The Reefer Man, Australia’s Jonno Katz,
and more! • Belfry Arts Centre • Tickets:
250-385-6815 • Info:
www.intrepidtheatre.com • IN VICTORIA

Fri to Thurs, June 3 to 9
‘The Mishras’ 2005 Summer Tour—India’s
acclaimed father-son sitar duo, Pandit Shivnath Mishra
& Deobrat Mishra, play classical ragas with Marco Zonka
on tabla •  JUNE 3, 8pm & JUNE 4, 11am, The Haven,
Gabriola Island; JUNE 5: 8pm, Artspring, Salt Spring;
JUNE 7: 8pm, Community Hall, Galiano; JUNE 8: 8pm,
Community Centre, Mayne; JUNE 9: 8pm, Community
Hall, Hornby •  Info: 206-947-0436,
swaranjaliproductions@yahoo.ca • ON GABRIOLA,

SALT SPRING, GALIANO, MAYNE & HORNBY ISLANDS

Wed to Sun, June 8 to 12
GreenHeart Education presents
Ecological Revolution: Beyond
Sustainability—a 5-day program on saving
the future •  Hope Bay Bible Camp • call for
times • Price: $20,  covers 2 meals &
refreshments • Info: (250) 629-3811 • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Friday, June 10
Ron Wright Lecture—a new talk by this year’s Massey
Lecturer; sponsored by Salt Spring Island Conservancy and SSI
for Justice and Reconciliation • Community Gospel Chapel • 7pm
• ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, June 18 & 19
Denman Island Home and Garden Tour—Ella Days’
sublime waterfront home with its curved roof and rounded
walls nestled in serene woodland; perennial tour favourite,
broadcaster and author Des Kennedy’s homestead with its stone
pathways and terraces; plus eight other (one new) imaginative
homes and glorious gardens; lunches, art show • 9:30am–5pm
both days • Tickets: $15 by Visa, Reservations 250-335-1009 •
Info: 250-335-2576 or http://denmanis.bc.ca/gardentour • ON
DENMAN ISLAND
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Implement the BC-STV
Dear Editor:
We now know that:
1. A majority of at least 57% a) want the voting system changed
and b) would accept the BC-STV as a replacement for it.
2. Setting the referendum bar at 60%+1 in 60% was in error
because although the matter at issue is serious, the change could
be easily undone, without residue consequences, if the
anticipated benefits would not materialize.
3. Everything else being equal, the Referendum result would
come as it did, irrespective of whether it was conducted under
the 50% + 1  simple majority level  or the 60%+1 in 60% super-
majority level. 
4. It would be absurd to the extreme to allow a 43% minority to
prevail upon a 57% majority on the very issue of whether the
voting system should be changed so as to prevent a minority
prevailing upon a majority. 

For these reasons and other valuable considerations, the

government may and must remove the 60%+1 in 60% super-
majority referendum requirement and proceed promptly with
the implementation of the result of the May 17, 2005
Referendum.

Tom Varzeliotis, Salt Spring Island 0
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tenancy or for another fixed term after that date or 
whether the tenant must vacate the rental unit on 
that date;

(iv) the amount of rent payable for a specified period, and, 
if the rent varies with the number of occupants, the 
amount by which it varies;
(v) the day in the month, or in the other period on which 
the tenancy is based, on which the rent is due;
(vi) which services and facilities are included in the rent;
(vii) the amount of any security deposit or pet damage 
deposit and the date the security deposit or pet damage 
deposit was or must be paid.

(3) Within 21 days after a landlord and tenant enter into a
tenancy agreement, the landlord must give the tenant a copy of
the agreement.

The landlord may evict a tenant so that the property can be
occupied by the owner or his family:
(2) Subject to section 51 [tenant’s compensation: section 49
notice], a landlord may end a tenancy for a purpose referred to
in subsection (3), (4), (5) or (6) by giving notice to end the
tenancy effective on a date that must be

(a) not earlier than 2 months after the date the tenant 
receives the notice,
(b) the day before the day in the month, or in the other 
period on which the tenancy is based, that rent is payable 
under the tenancy agreement, and
(c) if the tenancy agreement is a fixed term tenancy 
agreement, not earlier than the date specified as the end of 
the tenancy.

(3) A landlord who is an individual may end a tenancy in
respect of a rental unit if the landlord or a close family member
of the landlord intends in good faith to occupy the rental unit.

If It’s Not a Residential Tenancy, It’s
Probably a Hotel Room

If the Residential Tenancy Act does not apply, then the rental of
the property would appear to fall under the Hotel Room Tax Act:
Tax on purchaser
2 (1) A purchaser must, at the time of making a purchase of
accommodation, pay to the government for the purpose of
raising revenue for Provincial purposes a tax of 6.35% of the
purchase price of the accommodation.

The proceeds of this would appear to be claimable by a
municipality, or possibly a local trust committee, under Section 3:
(2) If, on the request of a municipality, regional district or

eligible entity, a regulation is made under section 43 (2) (e),
the minister must pay out of the consolidated revenue fund,
without an appropriation other than this section, to the
municipality, regional district or eligible entity, as the case may
be, amounts equivalent to the net revenue collected under this
section in the municipality or regional district or the prescribed
area of either or the prescribed area of British Columbia, as  the
case may be.

And there is an additional tax for Tourism BC, which goes to
the provincial government:
Tax earmarked for Tourism British Columbia
3.1 In addition to the tax payable under section 2, a person who
is a purchaser of accommodation must pay to the government,
at the time of purchase, for the raising of revenue for the
purposes of Tourism British Columbia a tax of 1.65% of the
purchase price of the accommodation.

Operators of accommodation must be registered:
4 (1) An operator must not sell, offer to sell, provide or offer to
provide accommodation in British Columbia unless

(a) he or she is registered and has been granted, on an 
application in the form prescribed by the director, a 
registration certificate under this Act, and
(b) the registration certificate is in force at the time of the sale.

and collect and remit the taxes:
Tax collected at time of sale on full purchase price
8 The tax imposed under this Act, whether the price is stipulated
to be payable in cash, on terms, by installments or otherwise,
must be collected at the time of the sale on the total amount of the
purchase price and must be remitted to the director at the
prescribed times and in the prescribed manner.

Under the Regulations to this Act:
Accommodation
2.2 (1) ‘Accommodation’ includes the provision of lodging in

(a) lodging houses, boarding houses, rooming houses, 
resorts, bed and breakfast establishments and similar places,

(a.1) privately owned vacation homes, cabins, 
condominiums, or similar places sold by an operator on 
behalf of the owner,

(b) clubs and similar places, whether or not a membership 
is required for the lodging, 
but does not include
(g) lodging where the charge for such is $20 or less per day, 
or $140 or less per week,

STVR from page 2

STVR, please turn to page 7
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connections with native Thailanders helped the Cairns negotiate
the purchase of boats, lumber, and boat building and resulted in
the savings of thousands of dollars.  

So far, donations to the Sea Gypsie Relief Fund enabled 86
fishermen to get back to work by mid-April. The funds were used
to repair or replace boats and motors. The spin-off from these
donations is huge. Most of the fishermen employ one or two others
who also went back to work. Boat builders and their assistants
found work. Each person who works supports a family. Families
with an income are able to send their children to school. The Sea
Gypsies work cooperatively to help one another so aiding one
family has a ripple effect of helping the whole village. 

Tom has returned to Thailand to continue the work, leaving
his family in Canada to fulfill personal and work commitments.
He is revisiting Ban Nam Khem to photograph the new boats
and to make sure the people have all they need to resume fishing.
He is committed to helping each fisherman until he is able to go
back to work. 

Tom will go to Pac Wheep Camp to deliver boats that were

ordered for them before he left. In April, the Cairns received a
plea for help from Tung Ka Minn Camp and Tom also hopes to
visit the camp to evaluate their situation to see if he can help.

A fellow Canadian, Ken Abaday, from Adopt-A-Boat has
collected corporate funds and given the money to the Sea Gypsie
Relief Fund to carry on. The work has been expanded to include
needy people whether Sea Gypsie, Moken, or Thai. Tom is
committed to stay until the needs are met or money is gone. The
tsunami is out of the public eye but hundreds of thousands of
people in Phang-Nga province alone are living in camps, out of
work and still waiting for help. 

Anyone wishing to help is invited to write a cheque to the
Community Gospel Chapel at 147 Vesuvius Road, Salt Spring
Island, V8K 1K3 and designate the funds to the Sea Gypsie Relief
Fund. Visit www.communitygospelchapel.com/seagypsies.html.
for more information. 

Read about another island-based tsunami relief project, above. 0

SEA GYPSIES from page 1
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Water of Life: Pender Residents Help Indian Children
Recover From the Tsunami ~ Mike Logan

I
t was a seemingly peaceful and ordinary Sunday morning in
the Cuddalore region of coastal India, south of Pondicherry.
The fishermen were out trying to catch lunch and dinner for

their families, as well as extra fish to sell for meagre profits.
Women and children strolled alongside the Indian Ocean,
enjoying the balmy warmth of the December seas. When the tide
went out far beyond its normal low, word spread quickly through
the seaside villages, and curious onlookers came down to the
beaches to see what was happening.

Here, as in most places, the tsunami came not as a giant all-
consuming wave, but a series of rapid, powerful and violent
surges. The people lining the beach, along with their fragile brick
and mortar homes, stood no chance.

Dr Philip Cook, executive director of the International
Institute for Child Rights and Development (IICRD), based at
the University of Victoria, showed slides taken two months after
the tsunami hit. The devastation is still obvious and wrenching:
saltwater scars and dead leaves at the top of twenty-five foot
palm trees, fishing boats broken in half and lying two kilometres
inland, piles of debris—bricks, fishnets, rubble—where rows of
homes used to be. All told, about 20,000 people were killed in
this region alone and Dr Cook estimates 95% of the casualties
were women and children. 

Helping Kids Heal
At the behest of Save the Children Canada, IICRD is playing a
crucial role in the long-term post-tsunami recovery efforts in
India. While there, the couple is working directly with the 25
coastal communities that were devastated by the disaster. IICRD’s
mission is to ‘promote children’s rights’, but Philip Cook stresses
that they don’t do that through legal or legislative channels.
Rather, the Cooks, along with the six other staff members, take an
‘organic’ and ‘holistic’ approach to helping the children heal.

‘Holistic in the sense that we’re not just looking at a child’s
psychological well-being, but also physical, social, and spiritual,’
Dr Cook said, ‘organic in the sense of recognizing we’re all very
much tied to, dependent on, and influenced by the natural world.’
To that end, IICRD draws not only on the natural environment of
the affected children, but also on the resources of the community,
spiritual foundations and government assistance. 

Community Resources & Agents of Change
IICRD is working with the Association of Sarava-Seva Farmers
(ASSEFA), an Indian NGO, to maximize the use of community
resources. The goal here is to reduce any dependency on outside
assistance that may be fostered by receiving mass donations. To
help the children, the community must reflect its own ability to
rise from the destruction, and show what Dr Cook calls the
children’s ‘inherent resiliency’. ASSEFA steps in where the
Indian government cannot help or is slow in providing
assistance. They rebuild and help staff schools, provide food and
dairy programs to communities in need and are helping IICRD
to build play centres near shorelines.

The traumatized children now view the sea, once known as a
benevolent life-affirming goddess, with suspicion and fear, as if
the waters themselves were Kali the Destroyer. This is where
IICRD’s initiatives are crucial. The ‘Sea-Breeze’ project, as it’s
known, is designed to restore a sense of normality to the
children’s perception of the sea, and is harmonized with, games,
celebrations, and spirituality. 

IICRD is also concerned with identifying the most vulnerable
children, and training local counsellors, nurses, midwives, and
other trusted community members to recognize these children
and intervene. Around 6,000 children lost a parent (300 lost
both) and many more lost friends and extended family
members. But, as Dr Cook points out, this is not about ‘doing
things to kids,’ it’s about helping them to gradually heal and
understand the disaster.

‘When there’s a disaster of this scale that affects a whole
community, the most vulnerable kids may not be the first to come
to the surface in terms of needing help…they’re smaller and
withdrawn,’ Cook explained, adding that their ‘psycho-social
needs are being met through direct therapeutic intervention.’ The
kids here are participants, ‘agents of change,’ not just victims.
They take an active role in rebuilding their communities, schools,
and lives. IICRD is even helping older youth try to find
opportunities for income and livelihood, something that is vitally
important both economically and psychologically. 

Good Karma: The Island Connection
The tsunami relief effort in the Gulf Islands region has been
nothing short of amazing and heart-warming. From the Magic
Lake Lantern Festival through a winter’s worth of fundraising
initiatives, community concerts and direct donations, Pender
Island’s spirit of giving has truly shone through. Even now, as
Philip and Michelle Cook prepare for another sojourn to the
region, the efforts continue.

‘The best ideas for what kids need often come from other
children,’ Michele said at their recent presentation. To that end,
they’ve worked with the Gulf Islands Secondary School, and
students there have raised enough money to donate art supplies
to children in Cuddalore schools. Pender’s Three on The Tree
Productions is also donating money to help support drama
initiatives for affected children. Speaking for both his home and
his destination, Dr Cook says, ‘the key is to involve local people.’ 

It’s a full circle for him and his wife. They met while both
doing humanitarian work in India 15 years ago, moved to
Victoria, and later, to the Gulf Islands.

Ed’s note: Visit www.iicrd.org for more info. The Cooks will be
in India from May 16-June 25 to assess the situation and
provide additional long term organic-holistic healing solutions
for children. Because of the overwhelmingly positive response,
IICRD has more than enough funding to carry out its 17
worldwide projects for years to come. Look for another
presentation following their trip. 0

Once again, the Pender Island Community Services Society
(PICSS) is offering grants to Pender Islanders who attended
Grades 11 and 12 in the CRD and are continuing on to post-
secondary education.

Applications are due by June 15, 2005 and are available at
the Nu-To-Yu store, 4409 Bedwell Harbour Road. Phone (250)
629-2070 for more information. 0

Pender grant applications
due

Sturdies Bay Dock
finished 
On May 21, BC Ferries cut the ribbon at the new Galiano
Sturdies Bay terminal as part of a customer appreciation day to
celebrate the completion of the dock replacement project. 

The $2.7 million, seven-month project included a dock
closure period of 20 days, with Galianoites using water taxis and
rerouting through Mayne Island. 0

organization effectiveness of the Islands Trust.
Highlights of the business meeting (2:45–5pm June 16, and

8:30am–12pm June 17) include a follow-up of the Islands Forum
2005; consideration of the first four property tax exemption
certificates to be issued under the Natural Area Protection Tax
Exemption program; the protection of archaeological sites; and
the use of conservation covenants by local trust committees. 

During the business meeting, trustees will also consider first
reading of a potential bylaw that would amend the Islands Trust
Policy Statement regarding the protection of  water resources, the
mapping of environmentally sensitive areas in official community
plans, the use of the precautionary principle in decision-making
and improvements to the bylaw enforcement process.

Prior to the start of the Trust Council meeting on Wednesday,
trustees will meet with the Trust Fund Board and staff to learn
more about the draft Regional Conservation Plan, which sets
specific conservation goals for the Trust Area. In addition, during
their lunch break on Thursday, trustees will hear a presentation
about the Salt Spring Energy Strategy, which is partially funded
under the Islands Trust’s sustainability program. 0

TRUST from page 1
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AUTOMOTIVE HOME  & PROPERTY

ARMOUR

ROOFING
A Division of 
Flynn Canada

• Torch-On 
• Standing Seam & Low-slope

Metal Roofing 
• Custom Flashing 
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters  

1-877-652-0599
Member:  Better Business

Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca 

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230
Southern Gulf 

House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER LONG TERM: Open
concept kitchen, dining, living. 3
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms–$900.
Private, large 2 bedroom, 1-1/2
bathroom home. One very large
hobby room ideal for sewing,
drafting etc.–$900.
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT •  RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

HEALTH

pruning • trimming •
planting • bed work
seasonal cleanups
on Pender Island

225500--662299--33338800

TTrreevvoorr

                   

’ss
GGaarrddeenn

MMaaiinntteennaannccee

     

MAUI 
Vacation Condos

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views

Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

GETAWAYS

D. A. SMITHSON 
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252  or
250-478-6937

SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg iinn…… 
PPVVCC DDeecckk MMeemmbbrraanneess
&& AAlluummiinnuumm RRaaiilliinnggss
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
CCAALLLL DDAAVVEE WWOOOODDEE

CCOONNTTRRAACCTTIINNGG::
225500--553377--22999900 oorr 
11--880000--880044--66228888

SSeerrvviicciinngg tthhee GGuullff IIssllaannddss

LANDSCAPINGFOR RENT

Bulletin Board
(PAID BY DEADLINE ONLY - VISA ACCEPTED) • Phone 250-629-3660, Fax 250-629-3838           

Email: islandtides@islandtides.com • Next DEADLINE: June 8, 2005 
BULLETIN BOARD BOXED ADS – 1’, 2’ & 3’– $20 per inch+gst— multi-issue discounts         
BULLETIN BOARD WORD ADS  - $17.12  for 25 words or less, 27¢ per additional word

NOTICE

MARINE

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

ISLAND
MARINE

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: imarinec@telus.net

www.islandmarine.ca

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at the
School Board Office in Ganges (Salt
Spring Island), on Wednesday, June
8, commencing at 1pm. Public
Welcome! 

Quality Used 
Cars & Trucks
Buy/Rent/Lease

SIDNEYCARS.COM

We will pick you up 
from Ferries and Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

Monthly 
Rentals 

from $525.
Mention this ad and

get an additional
10% off.

GSA Auto Sales

Tree Stump Removal 
Pacific Coast Stump

Grinding Service removes
unwanted stumps and roots

from your landscape. 
Environmentally friendly. 
ISA Certified Arbourist. 

250-652-4788 
www.justgrindit.com

ADVERTISE
WITH US!

250-629-3660

At the 

Serenity Skyloft

629-6739

AArroommaatthheerraappyy
MMaassssaaggee

Brenda Balfour, C.A.M.T.
* Therapy for the Mind, 

Body and Soul
* Tranquil Setting
* Gift Certificates Available

On Pender Island

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

TRANSMISSION SPECIAL!
4Trans inspection
4Cleanpan 
4Adjust bands
4Replace pan gasket
4Check modulator
4Adjust throttle linkage
4Fill with new trans. fluid

only
$29.95

reg. $49.95
Filter extra if

required

SIDNEY 
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES

• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP & 
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

HELP WANTED
HOME SUPPORT WORKERS
required on Mayne, Pender,
Galiano, Saturna & Salt Spring
Islands. Training provided for
care-giving experience in lieu of
cert. BCGEU contract. Vehicle
required.

Fax resume to: Peninsula
Community Services,

att: C. Munoz. 250-655-4357.
Call: 250-655-5329 for info.

ELECTION from page 1

Students Vote Differently
In their parallel election, students from Saanich North & the
Islands voted as follows:

Murray Coell Liberal 104 17.87%
Christine Hunt NDP 125 21.48%
Ken Rouleau Green 322 55.33%
Ian Bruce DR-BC 31 5.33%
Students also supported STV with 67% of the vote (113 for

and 55 against). 0

STVR from page 5

North Pender OCP
website goes online
North Pender Islanders can now post their comments about the
ongoing OCP Review online at www.npenderocp.com. 

The recently launched non-partisan website was donated by
a local business, sellontheweb.ca. The website provides
resources for the North Pender OCP review, such as a copy of the
current OCP and a timeline clarifying the review process, in
addition to the online forum.

Islanders attended the meetings of 11 different focus groups,
which were completed by the end of May. Minutes from each
focus group will be posted on the website. 

After the Islands Trust staff has read and reviewed reports
from the focus groups (and perhaps comments from this
website!) more community meetings will be held to review the
focus groups’ findings. 0

(k) accommodation provided in cabins or other 
accommodation units that are not supplied with bedding, 
heat, electricity and indoor plumbing,
(l) accommodation provided by an operator who offers less 
than 4 units of accommodation, and
(m) lodging let to the same person for a continuous period of
more than 2 months if

(i) the person is not a tourism agent and the lodging is 
actually occupied during that period by that person, that 
person’s employees or members of that person’s family, or
(ii) the person is a tourism agent and the lodging is actually
occupied during that period by the same customer of the 
tourism agent.
A registration certificate must be displayed:

Registration certificate
2.4  "Registration certificate" means the registration 
certificate issued pursuant to this Act.
More than one place of business
4.1  Where an operator carries on business at more than one
place, he shall obtain a registration certificate in respect of each
individual place of business. The registration certificate shall be
displayed in a prominent place on the premises.

And the tax must be shown on the bill:
Tax to be shown separately
5.7  Where a receipt, bill, invoice or other document is issued by
a person selling accommodation, the tax shall be shown as a
separate item thereon.

Under the Hotel Guest Registration Act, guests must sign a
register:
Guest register
2 (1) A keeper of a hotel must provide and keep a suitable guest
register for the registration of all persons provided with
sleeping, housekeeping, camping or other accommodation at
the hotel, and all those guests must be registered in it.

So it would appear that an individual renting out his own house
would not come under the Hotel Room Tax Act, unless he had four
or more houses. It would also appear that agencies offering short-
term vacation rentals would come under the Act, as ‘operators’.

Permitted Uses in a Residentially Zoned Area
This would suggest that the renting of residentially zoned

properties to tenants would be a permitted use under the zoning
laws provided that the owner complied with the provisions of the
Residential Tenancy Act. However, this Act is not intended to
apply to ‘vacation or travel accommodation’.

The rental of STVRs by operators of more than four
accommodation units would appear to come under the Hotel
Room Tax Act, which is clearly intended to tax tourism and
vacation businesses, as illustrated by the exemption of operators
of four units or less. This might be regarded as a commercial
enterprise, and might not be a permitted use in a strictly
residential area.

Applying the Assessment Act
This distinction might be somewhat consistent with the
provisions of the Assessment Act, which makes provision for the
operation of Bed and Breakfast accommodation on a residential
property (Assessment Class 1) as follows:
1  Class I property shall include only:

(a) land or improvements, or both, used for residential 
purposes, including single family residences, duplexes, 
multi-family residences, apartments, condominiums, 
manufactured homes, nursing homes, rest homes, summer 
and seasonal dwellings, bunkhouses, cookhouses and 
ancillary improvements compatible with and used in 
conjunction with any of the above, but not including 

(i) hotels or motels other than the portion of the hotel or 
motel building occupied by the owner or manager as his 
or her residence,
(iv) in respect of a single family residence that is the 
principal residence of the owner or manager,

(A) rooms within the residence that are offered for 
rent or rented by the owner or manager as bed and 
breakfast accommodation

(I) for periods of less than 7 days, and
II) for at least 50% of the 12 month period 
ending on October 31 of the year previous 
to the  taxation year for which the 
assessment roll is completed,

Class 6 — business and other
6 Class 6 property shall include all land and improvements 
not included in Classes 1 to 5 and 7 to 9.

So B&B accommodation is Class 6 if it is offered for more
than half the year and Class 1 if it isn’t. There is a provision for
‘split classification’:
Split classification
10 Where a property falls into 2 or more prescribed classes, the
assessor shall determine the share of the actual value of the
property attributable to each class and assess the property
according to the proportion each share constitutes of the total
actual value.

There are inconsistencies and gaps between the definitions in
these various Acts. There is no provision for applying either the
hotel tax or a differential property assessment to individuals who
wish to rent out their own vacation properties on a week to week
basis, and it would appear that the Residential Tenancy Act
would, in practice, be difficult to enforce upon these tenancies.
However, where STVRs are clearly a business (four or more
properties with the same operator) then both different zoning
and differential assessments would seem applicable.

Island OCPs
The possibilities for an Island Official Community Plan would
appear to be:

• Tenancies under the Residential Tenancy Act would be
permitted under residential zoning, and would be assessed for
tax purposes as Class 1.

• Properties with tenancies not under the Residential Tenancy
Act, but to which the Hotel Room Tax Act applies, might require a
different zoning, and could be assessed partly as Class 6.

• Properties with tenancies which fall neither under the
Residential Tenancy Act (because they are ‘vacation rentals’) nor
under the Hotel Room Tax Act (because there are less than four
accommodation units under the same operator) could not be
distinguished or identified under provincial regulations, and so
could probably not be easily distinguished or identified under
Island OCPs either.
And further:

Operators or agents handling STVRs must be licensed under
the Hotel Room Tax Act and must collect and remit the
applicable taxes. The Hotel Room tax would appear to be
recoverable by the Islands Trust; the funds probably would have
to be used for tourism development. 0

Fraser Valley dig site older
than expected
With maps in hand and 50 years of previous archaeological
work setting their direction, archaeologists thought they knew
what they were digging for in a large field near Agassiz last June
and July. Instead of uncovering remnants of a late prehistoric
village, they found evidence that the site is much older, and had
been used for a completely different purpose.

‘It’s not what we expected to find, but that’s archaeology at its
best,’ says SFU archaeology professor Dana Lepofsky, who is
leading the Fraser Valley Archaeology project. A team of
researchers from SFU, UBC, the University of California at Los
Angeles and the University of Saskatchewan have been working
together with the Sto:lo Nation to learn more about area’s
history. Last summer the fieldwork was conducted by field
school participants, graduate students and community
members from several Sto:lo bands.

Following in the footsteps of archaeologists who began
mapping the area earlier in the century, the team established digs
throughout the site but soon found themselves changing
strategies. By chance they targeted a small area and successfully
dug up 11 crude chopping tools, likely used for woodworking and
a range of other tasks, says Lepofsky. They later uncovered 50
such artifacts, as well as hundreds of others including remains
associated with burnt deer bone fragments and a variety of plants.

‘The most exciting was the discovery of a small structure—
something that is quite rare for the early part of Northwest coast
prehistory,’ says Lepofsky. She has sent two samples for
radiocarbon dating, but based on the artifacts, she says the site
is anywhere from 3,000–7,000 years old. ‘What we’re finding
here is huge,’ says Lepofsky. ‘It’s an extraordinary site, and we’re
certain it will have more stories to tell.’

Last summer, SFU graduate student Amanda King and Sto:lo
cultural teacher Yvette John led tours of the site, generating wide
community interest. More than 700 people visited, from tourists
to groups of school students and aboriginal elders. 

SFU students and archaeologists will return to the site to
continue their work this summer. 0
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The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria

Quiet location, close to
university + hospital.
Organic breakfasts.
Ensuite. $40-$60

250-598-7015

Delia’s Shangri-La
Oceanfront B&B

Each luxury suite offers a
private entrance, deck, hot
tub, ensuite, fireplace,
satellite TV, microwave and
bar fridge.

1-877-629-2800
www.penderislandshangrila.com

360º Breathtaking 
Oceanfront Views

SUNSHINE
HILLS  
B & B

OCEAN VIEWS & 
REASONABLE RATES
On North Pender Island  

Tel: 250-629-6497 
Email:  sunhills@cablelan.net

www.sunshinehillsbb.com

CAMPGROUND
In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest. 1o min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or 3 min drive.

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx

305 Rainbow Rd
Salt Spring Island
250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

Page’s 
Resort & Marina

Gabriola Island
250-247-8931

www.pagesresort.com

CORBETT HOUSE
HERITAGE B&B

Pender Island, BC
Hop back in time—

peace and serenity in a 
turn-of-the-century farmhouse.

Phone Anne: 250-629-6305
or email: 

corbetthouse@cablelan.net

free mill tours
Crofton Division

Phone to book
(July and August)

250 246 6006

JULY 15, 16 & 17, 2005
Jericho Beach Park, VANCOUVER, BC

Tickets & Info: www.thefestival.bc.ca
604.602.9798 1.800.883.3655

Early Bird
Tickets on
sale until
June 18

Sarah Harmer

Utah Phillips

106 Winter Cove Road. Boater’s Dream! Beautiful low-bank
waterfront home with steps down to 175 ft frontage in protected
Winter Cove. Two-level 4,450 sq ft home with 5 bdrms /6 baths.
Exterior entries, kitchens and fireplaces on both levels. Moor in
front or join nearby Winter Cove Yacht Club. Offered at $880,000

Joan Combes, Broker/Owner  
phone 250.539.2121  fax 250.539.5567  toll free 1.866.539.2121

Visit our website for more photos and information: www.saturnarealty.com

SATURNA ISLAND REALTY

"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview 3 bed home,
elegant & feature rich, deck & patio, hot tub,
community water. Just move in! $489,500

Serving: Salt Spring • Galiano • Pender • Mayne • Saturna • Smaller Islands

TOLL-FREE: 1-800-731-7131 
EMAIL: islands@liread.com

VISIT: WWW.LIREAD.COM
for the widest selection of 

listings & Gulf Islands info!

Feature Listing

Li Read
Re/Max Realty of Salt Spring

In their second month of campaigning, the Salt
Spring Conservancy recently received some
large pledges towards buying the 100 acres that
include the summit of Mount Erskine. To date
$410,000 has been raised, with $140,000 to go. 

‘Owning the mountain just seems the right
thing to do, even from a community that suffers
from donor fatigue. Buying Mount Erskine has
just caught everyone’s imagination. Most people

didn’t know they were hiking on private property
when they climbed the mountain,’ says Peter
Lamb, Salt Spring Island Conservancy president.

This purchase, combined with other
adjacent properties, could help assure the
preservation of a large, contiguous
undeveloped area of up to 600 acres. This site
is not only a sweeping viewpoint and part of a
larger, popular hike but it also contains a
splendid stand of arbutus and coast Douglas fir,
as well as the largest area of Hairy Manzanita
on Salt Spring.  As one Islander, who visits it
regularly, puts it, ‘It is my church.’

Islanders are doing all kinds of things to
help raise money: donating art, dedicating
money from 2006 Salt Spring Island calendar
sales, maintaining a presence at the Saturday
Market, holding raffles, leading hikes up the
mountain, playing music, going door to door,
selling Fairy Door Fir soap and making fairy
doors for raffles and sales. (Small fairy doors
have been appearing on the mountain over the
last few years. Parents find taking their children
on hikes up the mountain no problem as they
become completely absorbed in finding the
doors on the way to the top.)

See www.mounterskine.org for more
information  or call Peter Lamb at (250) 537-
4859 or Charles Kahn at (250) 537-1899. 0

National funding of avian research,
coordinated by Simon Fraser University, could
lead to a better understanding of the link
between climate change and declining bird
populations.

‘Due to the availability of long-term data
sets, bird studies have provided some of the
best evidence to date for impacts of climate
change, such as adjustments of breeding or
migratory schedules or range expansion,’ says
SFU physiological ecologist Tony Williams.

The Natural Sciences and Engineering
Research Council (NSERC) has awarded

Williams and 13 researchers at other Canadian
universities $117,100 over three years to
investigate the link between declining avian
reproduction and environmental change. 

Williams, the Canadian coordinator of a
national network dedicated to studying the
link, and his colleagues will use some of the
funding to stage a conference at SFU in 2006.
The event will bring together international
experts in ecology, endocrinology (study of
hormones), and physiology to assess the extent
to which bird populations are changing in
response to climate change. 0

Avian research highlights impacts of
climate change

Mount Erskine campaign has $140,000
to go

Photo: Peter Lamb

MOUNT ERSKINE

                                          


