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Government backs Coastal
Ferry Act review
Blair Lekstrom, BC’s Minister of Transportation, has agreed
to authorize, through new legislation, a review of the 2003
Coastal Ferry Act.
Gordon Macatee, appointed new Ferry Commissioner
on May 1, had proposed that he carry out a review in a letter
to the minister on May 13, and the minister indicated his
prompt approval in a letter dated May 18.

Increasing Ferry Fares
BC Ferries Services Inc has four sources of revenue: fares
which are regulated by the Ferry Commissioner; the ‘Ferry
Service Fee’ set by the provincial government, historically
referred to as a subsidy; a small federal government subsidy;
and sale of ‘ancillary services’ (catering, etc).
Since 2003, the Ferry Commissioner (formerly Martin
Crilly) has set increasing price caps through two four-year
‘Performance Terms’. In this time, the government has
budgeted no significant increase in the Ferry Service Fee,
with the result that fares have increased to cover all
additional operating and capital costs, and ridership is
declining. In some cases, fares have risen over 100% in the
last eight years.
On March 31 this year, Martin Crilly published a
preliminary ruling on fare increases for the third performance
term commencing April 2012. This ruling, which anticipated
continuing annual increases of up to 8.23% for minor routes
and 4.15% for major (Vancouver Island) routes, was met with
loud complaints from ferry users.

Rate Increases Not Acceptable
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Isn’t this where we want to be? Finding a moment of sunshine at Berry Point, Gabriola Island.

HST smoke thickens, mirrors dazzle ~ Patrick Brown

B

ritish Columbians, faced with a mail-in ballot Each of these changes represents a 1% reduction in the
referendum on the HST later in June, have now provincial component of the tax. Minister Falcon says
been presented with an ever more confusing each 1% reduction in the HST would reduce provincial
revenue by $850 million.
collection of tax changes to vote upon.
The minister says that, if
Finance Minister Kevin
the
HST is turned down in
Falcon, faced with the
HST Ins & Outs
problem of persuading The HST includes a federal GST component of 5% and a the referendum, he cannot
commit to similar future
British Columbians to provincial PST component of 7%.
approve the HST (which,
For corporations, the implementation of the HST has reductions in the PST.
incidentally, means voting meant that they can deduct any HST paid on their costs
PST Refunds For
‘No’), has hastily proposed from the HST collected on their sales, thus reducing their
Families
a variety of changes to be taxes payable (see letter, page 5). The government now For families, a major
implemented if the tax estimates that the benefit to corporations of this is some compaint about the HST is
survives the referendum, $2 billion per year.
that PST did not apply to
though most of the changes
For individuals and families, the implementation of many items to which the
won’t happen soon.
the HST has meant that they have to pay the entire HST HST does, such as services
Reduction In
on many items, particularly services which were and restaurant meals,
Rates, But Not For previously exempt. A recent ‘independent panel’ report, making
them
more
A While
commissioned by the government, estimated that this expensive.
The agreement with the costs the average family some $350 per year more than
However,
Minister
federal government, which the PST/GST combination.
Falcon is reported to have
implemented the HST, says
said that if the PST is
that changes in the tax rate cannot be made for some reinstated, not all the former exemptions will apply.
time. The government plans to reduce the total HST ‘The only way we could do that is with a program cut
rate to 11% on July 1, 2012, and to 10% on July 1, 2014.
SMOKE & MIRRORS, please turn to page 3

The Ferry Advisory Committee Chairs (FACC) representing
ferry users have raised significant objections (see related
article, page 9) concerning rising fares and their effect on
ferry–dependent communities.
Minister Lekstrom’s letter acknowledges this: ‘I agree
that the March 31, 2011, release of the preliminary price cap
decision by the BC Ferry Commissioner has generated
considerable public debate. I share the public’s concerns
about the magnitude of the ferry rate increases, particularly
on the northern and minor routes, and the effects on
communities and families.’

Price Increase Now Set By Legislation
Ferry Commissioner Macatee anticipates that the review
will take about six months, which would set its completion
date beyond September 30, 2011, when the final decision
on fare increases for the third performance term (PT3) was
to have been published.
However, the Minister has delayed that final decision to
the fall of 2012, and will establish the price cap for the first
year of PT3 at 4.15% for all routes, in the review legislation.
In the bill introduced May 24, the Coastal Ferry Act is
amended to authorize and finance the review, and the
government’s Ferry Service Fee is essentially frozen while
the review is being carried out.
The FACC criticized this on May 27, asking that ferry
fares be frozen for the next three years. It also noted that
the review does not include the setting of the Ferry Service
Fee.
If there is to be a provincial election this fall, the results
of the review will probably not be known until afterwards
(possibly early 2012). 0

ExclusivE interview with
new saanich–Gulf islands
MP Elizabeth May! see page 2

Raven Coal Mine Proposal Public Hearings — June 2, Port Alberni and June 3, Union Bay
is available at these

SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue
Nanaimo—Across from the Hospital

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd
South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall
Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd
Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall
Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd, CO-OP

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave
Campbell River—Island Highway near Larwood Rd
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The greening of Parliament:
talking to Elizabeth May, MP

As a ‘bookend’ interview, I spoke with Elizabeth May on
May 4, following her election as MP.
I first met and interviewed her at Vancouver
International Airport in July 2009, when she came to
throw her hat into the ring for the Saanich-Gulf Islands
nomination and to attend the Jim Fulton Memorial at the
Chan Centre (Jim is mentioned in this interview).
It has been a momentous 21 months and I have come to
admire this extraordinary woman more each day.
lizabeth May’s campaign for election began 18
months ago as soon as she was elected Green Party
candidate for Saanich–Gulf Islands. She threw
herself into Saanich–Gulf Islands life with gusto,
participating in countless events and meeting her
neighbours across the riding.
For the key component in her phenomenal election
campaign, in which she ousted a 17-year Conservative
Minister incumbent, she points to house parties. ‘Let’s face
it,’ she says, ‘most people won’t cross the threshhold to a
political party meeting but they will have coffee or wine and
cheese with their friends and meet and talk to the candidate
who is also a guest.’ House party meetings, she said, resulted
in 100% support.
The morning wave to motorists on the Pat Bay highway
was also a winner. Getting back so many hoots, waves and
cheers, volunteers were enthused and motivated at the
support and good feeling for May.
The campaign did not start out with 2,500 volunteers
(700 from Salt Spring); at first it was just a handful. House
parties also resulted in building the huge team that knocked
on doors and performed many other tasks throughout the
writ period.
May comments, ‘Our volunteers were enthusiastic,
committed, positive and so energetic. The power of
volunteers is what won the election. I can never thank
everyone enough!’
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Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker
250-537-9710

On Time & On Budget

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca

Her Constituency
Now that her focus has changed—literally overnight—from
working for election to representing her riding, May is
motivated by gratitude to those that elected her and, she
reminds, a desire to represent everyone in the riding, not
only those who voted for her.
As an MP, May’s ‘number one priority is being the best
member of parliament that the citizens of Saanich–Gulf
Islands have ever had. Which means a really good
constituency presence. I want to augment my parliamentary
budget for the constituency with some party funding but
clearly the party is going to have a lot less funding than in
the past because of the electoral results, so I need to figure
out how to make that work.
‘I’d like to have an second constituency office on the Gulf
Islands somewhere.’ Her Sidney campaign office has closed.
The constituency office will open soon at 9711-4th Avenue.
May plans to hold ‘town hall’ meetings in Saanich–Gulf
Islands every six weeks to give a ‘report back’ session and
ask what’s on people’s minds. She says that face-to-face
meetings allow her to be as candid as she would like to be.

by Christa GraCe-WarriCk

She wants to be constantly in touch with her constituents
and will use electronic media and social networking to do
so. She will also be writing an Ottawa Report for Island
Tides.
She hopes that constituents can help develop policy. An
antidote to the corruption of power is to share your
problems with your constituents, she declares.

Proportional Representation
‘I’m devastated by the fact that I’m not in a minority
Parliament. I thought there was no way that there could be
a Conservative majority. And it will really be tougher to do
the things I want to do. I also think it is bad news for the
country. This is the most anti-democratic of outcomes and
only made possible by the first-past-the-post voting system;
in which a party could win 39.6% of a 61% voter turn-out
and have such a big majority.’
May will work for proportional representation (pro-rep).
She is emphatic that she will do everything in her power to
prevent another ‘false majority’. ‘Sixty percent of Canadians
did not vote for the Harper government and they wake up
to find they have a majority Conservative government.’
The Liberals, whose numbers were decimated in
Parliament even though their share of the popular vote did
not drop much, are now likely to lend a sympathetic ear to
pro-rep. This, she explains, was exactly the process in New
Zealand, when pro-rep followed the similar destruction of
a major party. The NDP, she says, has already declared for
pro-rep, although they have done nothing about it.
She thinks it may be possible to get pro-rep on the
agenda by the next election. ‘What’s needed (and the
missing step in the Ontario and BC initiatives) is a really
good public process, to engage voters in why first-past-thepost is not a good system. You can’t propose a change in the
voting system to MMP or STV in a vacuum, you first need
to establish that we’re scuppered in our current system.
Once you’ve got people saying first-past-the-post is bad,
then move on to alternatives.’ What’s needed, she says, is
an accessible Royal Commission that travels the land with
its high level of citizen engagement, education and
mobilization.

Going To Ottawa
May talked about her role in Parliament, ‘I don’t want to be
known as the valiant voice in the wilderness that speaks the
truth but doesn’t accomplish anything.’
For starters: ‘You’ve heard me say many times that I
want to end heckling in the House and I don’t make
promises that I don’t keep.’ Achieving this goal depends
partly, she says, on who becomes the Speaker of the House,
since the Speaker could simply end heckling him/herself—
it’s against the rules of Parliament. However, her ‘sit down
at once if heckled’ strategy triggers the Speaker to enforce
the rules. ‘Even in a majority government, even as a single
MP—I know the rules and my strategy should work. I will
lead the demand for the enforcement of the rules.’
MAY INTERVIEW, please turn to page 6

Just when you thought elections were over…

Holman announces bid for provincial NDP nomination
Gary Holman, a resource economist and former CRD
Director for Salt Spring Island, is declaring his intention to
run for the provincial NDP nomination for Saanich North
and the Islands. Holman was NDP candidate in the 2009
provincial election, losing by 260 votes out of roughly
29,000 votes cast in one of the closest races in BC. ‘The
timing of the election is up to the new Liberal leader, but we
are expecting a date in September,’ says Holman.
The 2009 provincial race was also very close, being
decided by a total of a few thousand votes in eight
constituencies, he says. ‘If the Liberals had been honest with
voters about the HST, the magnitude of the budget deficit,
and continuing cuts to health care, education and ministries
such as environment and forests, they would not have
formed government.’
Over the past two years, Holman has been doing
economic consulting, and has served on the Boards of nonprofit groups involved in land conservation, affordable
housing, community development, health services and
support for the mandate of the Islands Trust. He has also
been working on NDP environmental policies as a member
of the Party’s Standing Committee on the Environment and
Economy. Holman says the Committee helped ensure all of
the NDP leadership candidates, including Leader Adrian

Dix, included environmental sustainability as cornerstones
of their platforms.
Holman said he would fight for adequate funding of
health, education, transportation and other essential
services to rural areas, including reinstatement of the
recently closed surgical facility at Salt Spring’s Lady Minto
Hospital. VIHA recently eliminated funding for general
surgery at the hospital, a service that has been available for
decades, despite receiving over $2 million from local
taxpayers and donors to upgrade the operating room just a
few years ago.
He will also be campaigning against the HST in the
upcoming referendum. He doesn’t oppose the tax just
because government lied about implementing it, although
he feels that is reason enough. ‘This is an unfair shift in
taxation from large corporations to consumers, even after
last minute changes just announced to save government’s
hide’, he said. As an economist, Holman believes that the
panel’s estimates of the job benefits of the HST are
questionable. ‘The so-called experts advocating the HST
have clearly not talked to local tourism-related businesses
about the impacts of this tax grab.’ Holman said the date for
the nomination meeting for Saanich North and the Islands
is to be confirmed. 0
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Festive fun at Mayne’s May Day
Maggie Cheetham

T

he Mayne Island Conservancy’s
May Day Celebration on May 21
was a grand success and lots of fun.
In spite of the cool rainy weather, we had
tons of people participating. There were
more little fairies than a good big fairy
could wave a wand at. People of all ages
were wearing their very best festive May
Day outfits.
At the Farmer’s Market, we had a
tireless face painter, Shea Steele. She
painted the most beautiful designs on
young and old faces for a small donation to
MICS (Mayne Island Conservancy). At our
‘garland’ table, people were able to create
their own flower garlands, which added
greatly to the festive look of the event. The
garlands were made of broom, ivy or
periwinkle—a cunning way to remove
these pretty but invasive plants.
When the market finished, Michelle
Footz started the whole event in a
spectacular way with her trumpet. Then
there were wild dancers, the Quicksbottom
Morris Men: JD, James, Faye, John,
Richard and Joel. Musicians Alan, Terry,
Paul & Veronica and Lael provided the
perfect music.

To add to the festivities, we were very
excited to have our new MP, Elizabeth
May, address the throngs to great cheers.
Then, to move our Maypole to Miners Bay
Park, we had our usual noisy and very
colourful procession.
When we got to the park, we all crowded
around the grass-mown labyrinth. Our
beautiful new May Queen, Erin
Abbott–Haines, attended by many fairies,
was crowned by her handsome husband,
Andrew, who is this year’s Green Man. He
pledged to support his Queen as she
protects the earth and ensures an
abundant harvest.
After the Maypole was planted, the
dancing began. First, we had the little
children, and then the Mayne Maidens and
then everyone joined in for the community
circle dance. Refreshments and children’s
races were as popular as ever.
A special thanks goes to Alan Guy and
Doug McNeill for keeping the park looking
great and for the beautiful labyrinth. The
raffle prizes were wonderful and for them
we have to thank Dove Lang, Mike Nadeau,
Helen O’Brian, Michael Dunn, Leanna
Boyer and Mark Lauckner. 0

Photo: Tom Hobley

Elizabeth May with John O’Brian, Steve Cropper & Lael Whitehead at the
Mayne Island Conservancy’s May Day, Saturday May 21.

Rainwater Harvesting Systems
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SMOKE & MIRRORS from page 1

TO APPLY FOR A

in spending,’ he said.
The federal government does allow up
to $250 annually per low-income family
member to offset GST taxes paid on its
income tax form. The BC provincial
government also refunds up to $230
HST annually per family member. Both
these payments are combined in
cheques issued quarterly. Minister
Falcon says these payments will
continue as before.
In addition, before the end of 2011, if
the HST continues, the BC provincial
government will issue one-time cheques
of $175 per low-income senior or per
child in low-income families; these are
described as ‘transitional payments’ to
compensate for the estimated $350
additional annual costs to families for
the 12% HST—a kind of Christmas
bonus this year from the people who
brought you the tax; one that is
estimated to cost the provincial
government $200 million.

Corporate Tax Rates

If the HST survives the referendum, in
order to compensate for the reduced
revenue from the anticipated reduction
in HST rates, the province plans to
cancel a scheduled January 1, 2012
corporate income tax rate reduction
from 12% to 10%; the cancellation of this
reduction is estimated to cost
corporations some $390 million per
year.
In addition, a 2.5% small business
income tax rate reduction, planned for
April 1, 2012, would now be postponed,
which would cost small businesses some
$280 million per year.
These changes are described by the
minister as ‘temporary’. There is no
indication of their fate if the HST is
‘extinguished’.

Government Finances

DISPOSITIOn OF

Minister Falcon says that the HST
proposals are designed to maintain the
government’s plan to balance the
provincial budget by 2013/2014. But he
also says that a reversion to the previous
GST/PST tax regime would leave the
government with a $2.6 billion annual
deficit and $1.8 billion added to the
provincial debt. The actual arithmetic
behind this is not explained.

CROWn LAnD

Family Finances

With all these changes to the HST,
should it survive, the government has
published a table indicating that, instead
of the $350 annual additional cost of the
tax to the typical BC family, the family
will benefit to the extent of $120 per
year, when the final HST tax rate goes to
10% on July 1, 2014. That’s three years
away. The actual arithmetic behind this
is not explained.

Business Finances

This time around, there is no mention of
the hundred thousand jobs that were
supposed to have resulted from the
implementation of the HST, and no
indication that jobs will be lost if it is
defeated.
Laura Jones, of the Canadian
Federation of Independent Business,
said, ‘Overall I think this is probably the
best possible news that we could hope
for. I think it’s the spoonful of sugar that
is going to help the HST go down.’ John
Winters of the BC Chamber of
Commerce appeared optimistic: ‘There
is nothing wrong with having an
environment of tax certainty,’ he was
quoted.
This is certainty? 0

Take notice that Strata
Corporation
ePS90
of
Salt Spring Island , BC, intends
to make application to Ministry
of Natural Resource Operations
(MNRO), West Coast Service
Centre, for a Licence of
Occupation
Strata
Residential Moorage situated
on Provincial Crown land
located at Sansum narrows.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File # 1413568
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Natural Resource
Operations at 142 - 2080
Labieux Rd, Nanaimo, BC, V9T
6J9,
or
emailed
to:
A u t h o r i z i n g A g e n c y.
n a n a i m o @ g o v. b c . c a .
Comments will be received by
MNRO until june 29, 2011.
MNRO may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Application
Posting/index.jsp for more
information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor.
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Celebrating 9 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

250-655-4884

We’re all about the Islands
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• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

NANAIMO
(Departure Bay)
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Page 4, ISLAND TIDES, June 2, 2011

20,000 copies this edition
Every Second Thursday

STRAIT Of GEORGIA’S ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY NEWSPAPER
www.islandtides.com

14,176 print copies delivered to

S. & N. Gulf Islands’ households

3,824 print copies on the Ferry Routes and
in Victoria, Sidney, Mill Bay, Duncan,
Chemainus, Ladysmith, Nanaimo,
Bowser, Campbell River & Port Alberni
2,000 online readers each edition

ISLAND TIDES PUBLISHING Ltd
Box 55, Pender Island, BC, V0N 2M0

Owner, Publisher & Editor: Christa Grace-Warrick
Assistant Editor & Production: Sara Miles
Contributors: Patrick Brown, Brian Crumblehulme,
Tom Hobley, Derek Holzapfel, Maggie Cheetham,
Susan Banjavich, Oakley Rankin, Larry Travis,
Chris Genovali, Paul C Paquet, Misty MacDuffee

Tel: 250-629-3660 • Fax: 250-629-3838
Email:news@islandtides.com & islandtides@islandtides.com

Deadline: Wednesday Between Publications
Off-Island Canadian Print Subscription $44.80
Voluntary Mail & Box Pick-up Subscription $28.00
International Subs: $60.00 • Free online PDF

This home is only $110,602 to lock up
with a 2ft foundation on your property!
at trafalgar homes, we believe the time has come
for aFFOrDaBLe home options.
if the home of your dreams is one that ﬁts comfortably within
your budget, the licensed builder to choose is

T R A FA LG A R H O M E S
Visit www.trafalgarhomes.ca/it to receive your promotional oﬀer

1-866-971-0239

SHORELINE
DESIGN

• Specializing
in water
Spe
access
over steep
acc
& rugged
terrain
• Fully insured
• Excellent
references

Peter Christenson • 250-629-8386
www.shorelinedesign.ca

T

Editorial: Reviewing the Islands Trust

he islands included in the Islands Trust Area vary
from small islands, sometimes owned by a single
family, to larger, more complex communities with
many differing interests (Salt Spring and Bowen).
Obviously, islands are different in size, geography, and
geology. Over the years of human occupation, they have also
become somewhat different in land use patterns,
transportation links, economic activity, and the character
of human community.
It is now nearly 40 years since the original Islands Trust
Act was passed by the provincial government. The Islands
Trust was a response to the creation of an increasing
number of small-lot subdivisions, particularly the huge
1200-lot Magic Lake Estates on North Pender Island.
It was clear to the government of the day that the real
estate boom and the resulting population explosion on the
islands in the Strait of Georgia would change the nature of
these hitherto self-sufficient, rural communities. Rapid
development would destroy the ecological uniqueness and
the sheer beauty of the islands.
Hence the ‘preserve and protect’ mandate of the Islands
Trust: the only such legislated mandate given to any local
government in the province. (The Islands Trust Act was
reviewed and ratified again in 1989.)
A structure was set up to implement this mandate:
locally-elected Local Trust Committees (LTC) were given
land-use planning powers and responsibilities, but all the
other local government powers were left with regional
districts, or in some cases with provincial government
ministries. To give cohesion, the third person in each
commitee is an elected trustee fom another island.
At first, it was financed by the provincial government;
now it is funded by part of the property tax levy.
Over the years, the Islands Trust has stuck to its

mandate, and used its powers, sometimes creatively,
sometimes restrictively. Nonetheless, the Islands have
changed radically, as anyone who has lived here for more
than a quarter of a century can tell you.
The Islands Trust has grown in stature and influence and
Trust Council has worked in a creative way to address much
wider ‘preserve and protect’ issues brought to the fore by a
changing world and increasing scientific information;
though often without effective power within its landuse
tools to create the necessary ‘preserve and protect’ response.

The People, Too
In an ecosystem way, the ‘preserve and protect’ mandate is
now thought to include not only the environment but also
the community of each island. And, given a rapidly
changing world, the current structure of the Island Trust
may not now be able to meet the needs of various Gulf
Island communities in their initiatives in supporting the
preservation and protection of culture and ecology.
Maybe it is time for an extensive public process to review
and re-empower this venerable institution, though clearly
its current powers should not be placed in limbo during the
years a review might take.
Any restructuring that might follow a broad people’s
review would not necessarily bring solutions to the wide
variety of individual complaints represented in a 2010 web
petition (recently present to Ida Chong, Minister of
Community, Sport & Cultural Development). However, this
petition does brings to mind the greater issue: how can the
Trust be re-empowered to best carry out its mandate? 0
For those wishing to know more about the history of the
Islands Trust, Peter Lamb has written an excellent short
history. The Trust Story is available at Islands’ bookstores
and can also be read online at www.islandtides.com.

Readers’ Letters
Islands Trust’s Good Fiscal
Management
Dear Editor:
A letter from John Money in your May 5 edition (‘Trust
Needs More Money’) deserves a response, because it
contains inaccurate and potentially alarming information
about the Islands Trust budget.
Last March, the Islands Trust Council worked diligently
in response to public concerns to maintain a tax increase of
only 1% for its 2011-2012 annual budget. It did not do this
by pulling ‘a large amount of money out of their contingency
fund, leaving the Islands Trust exposed if they get involved
with a large lawsuit,’ as suggested by the writer.
Due to careful management, some unexpected income
and a few unfinished projects, Trust Council had a surplus
of about $200,000 at the end of the 2010–2011 fiscal year.
It simply transferred this surplus to the new fiscal year to
complete unfinished projects and fund other projects so that
a larger tax increase was not necessary.
In addition, $100,000 was withdrawn from the surplus
because it had been specifically saved over the previous two
years to fund the November 2011 general election; this is a
normal way to fund such large periodic expenditures.
Over the last several years, Trust Council has carefully
developed a responsible surplus, which is forecast to be
about $1.5 million by March 2012. This equals
approximately 22% of our operating budget and is 92% of
the amount recommended by our policies.
Trustees elected this November will find the surplus in
good shape. And they (not this present Council) will be the
beneficiaries of increased trustee remuneration levels. Trust
Council members did not raise their own pay, as the writer
charges.
In regards to the writer’s other concerns, trustees are very
aware of economic concerns in their communities, as we all
weather a global economic downturn. Islands outside the
Islands Trust Area, such as Cortes and Quadra, have similar
concerns. We are particularly concerned about the impacts
of rising ferry fares and have lobbied hard on behalf of
Islanders. We also believe that programs that ‘preserve and
protect’ the islands will only strengthen the magnetic
attraction that international tourists and long-term real
estate investors are interested in, giving Islands in the trust
area a competitive advantage.
Sheila Malcolmson, Chair, Islands Trust Council

Other Queens Rebranded
Dear Editor:
I am writing in regards to your article ‘Rebranding of a
Venerable Queen’ in the May 5 edition. We on Bowen Island
suffered a similar fate when the Queen of Capilano was

‘rebranded’ at a cost of $2.3M. The Queen of Cumberland,
a sister vessel serving Southern Gulf Islands, also suffered
rebranding.
With the Mayne Queen costing $0.8M, this rebranding
effort may have cost $5M which we have to pay for. $5M
worth of rebranding which did not need to be spent. No
apparent accountability for the rebranding spending, loss
of Island identity, etc.
On the Queen of Capilano, we lost a bulletin board which
was useful and well-liked, our local paper the UnderCurrent
was available on the Capilano—now no longer, but no
problem buying a Vancouver Sun. Our seating is no longer
convenient for a local run, as Priscilla Ewbank pointed out.
Passengers now have to be at the terminal ten minutes
before sailing, instead of five minutes. The reason for this:
‘safety’. I know I feel much safer standing that extra five
minutes waiting in the same spot.
Kim DeSante, Bowen Island

Older Ferries Well-Liked
Dear Editor:
As a Salt Spring Island resident I take the Skeena Queen
often to Swartz Bay, and even after ten years I still miss the
homey, passenger-friendly spaciousness and convenience
of the good ol’ Bowen Queen, that Priscilla Ewbank
described so well, as a contrast to the newly–‘renovated’, or
rather, vandalized, Mayne Queen.
I tend to blame the ferry unions for much of the
unnecessary costs of our service, but after reading her
article, I am indeed reminded that inept management must
shoulder much of the blame.
Michael Oliver, Salt Spring Island

Protecting Beaches
Dear Editor:
Beaches fulfill many functions—not only for the people who
enjoy them recreationally, but for the well-being of the
environment.
They provide a place for fish to hide, feed, and spawn and
promote a well-balanced ecosystem for an incredible variety
of species. Our activities can seriously impact this well
balanced system and even removal of seaweed can have
serious negative consequences.
Seaweed is critical for incubating invertebrate eggs and
for feeding by shore birds. It also provides a home for the
numerous invertebrates on which juvenile migrating
salmon feed. Even decaying seaweed provides a critical
carbon (energy) source for sea cucumbers, urchins, and
crabs, with the tiniest of particles being used as essential
nutrients for sustaining zooplankton.
Driving on the beach, beach modification and removal
of natural materials are all detrimental to a healthy shore
LETTERS, continued on next page
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‘What’s On?’
Saturdays, June 4 & 25

Vancouver Island & All The Gulf Islands
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MULTI-VENUE: $44.80, With image $50.04 (maximum 70 words) • Credit card payment with order

New Date—Sunday, June 12

Pender Film Group Screenings—JUNe 4: Biutiful
(2010) Oscar-winner Javier Bardem plays a man struggling
with fate to find love & forgiveness (screening of Another
Year postponed) • JUNe 25: The Illusionist (2010)
Beautifully animated adventures of a French illusionist,
based on Jacques Tati’s screenplay • Community Hall •
7:30pm • By donation • Info: www.penderislands.org •
ON PENDER ISLAND

Pancake Breakfast Pender Islands Lions
Club/HealthCare Society—enjoy a hearty pancake &
sausage breakfast; proceeds to help purchase equipment for
the medical clinic • Memories Restaurant • Sunday 8–10am
• Tickets: Adults $10, Children Under 12 $5 • Info:
Mark Slater 250-629-3172 or Shirley LePers 250-629-6541
• ON PENDER ISLAND

Friday, June 10

Folk/Rock Duo Buck & Jess Tour the Islands—
see Buck & Jess perform live! • JUNe 18:
Galiano Hall, with Niktex, Tickets $15 @
Galiano Bookstore • JUNe 20: Treehouse
Cafe, Salt Spring Island • JUNe 21: Lucky
Bar, Victoria • JUNe 22: The Duncan
Garage Showroom, Duncan, Tickets $10 @
Ten Old Books in Duncan Garage or at the
door • Info: www.myspace.com/buckandjess •
ON GALIANO, SALT SPRING, VICTORIA & DUNCAN

Gary Fjellgaard with Saskia & Darrel—award winning
singer–songwriter Gary Fjellgaard
delights audiences with his masterful
acoustic guitar, gentle vocals, riveting
yodeling and tales of his life • Pender
Islands Community Hall • 7:30pm •
Tickets: $20 @ Medicine Beach
Market, Talisman Books and
Southridge Country Store • Info: 250629-3669, www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, June 11

N. Ruhl Studio Opening Party—join Nancy in
celebrating the opening of her new
gallery/studio space • 6616 Harbour Hill
(near Morning Bay Winery) • 4–6pm •
You can also see Nancy’s show at
Talisman Books, June 15–July 14 •
•
Info:
www.nancyruhl.com
ON PENDER ISLAND

June 18 & 20–22

Friday, July 1

62nd Annual Saturna Island Lamb Barbeque—
traditional lamb dinner, children’s games, live
entertainment, beer garden, arts & crafts, moorage at
Winter Cove, shuttle to/from ferries dock (sorry, no dogs) •
Winter Cove Park • Grounds open 10am-4:30pm;
dinner served 2-3pm • Dinner tickets: Adults $20,
Children
$10,
Group
tickets
available
•
Info: www.saturnalambbarbeque.com, 250-539-2452 •
ON SATURNA ISLAND

BC’s Coast: Priceless & irreplaceable

W

ith the conclusion of the International Marine
Conservation Congress, recently held in Victoria,
we cannot help but reflect on the current and
future status of British Columbia’s coast.
Our unique coastal region is comprised of a fragile
archipelago with a boundary between land and ocean that
changes by the hour, by the season, and over the millennia.
The fragmented island-and-inlet nature of this
ecosystem, nourished by the waters of the North Pacific,
sustains more diversity of plants, wildlife, and people than
occurs elsewhere in North America.
The distinct assembly of iconic animals such as whales,
dolphins, wolves, and bears make the BC coast qualitatively
different from most other exceptional places in the world.
Notably, these mammals, together with another 120 species
of birds, are tied to the sea.

Help Prevent the Raven Coal Mine
Dear Editor:
The 40-day public comment period for the Raven Coal Mine
environmental assessment process has started. We have
until June 27 to demonstrate the resounding public
opposition to this destructive project that will add millions

Thursday, July 7

Live In Concert—Alison Krauss &
Union Station featuring Jerry Douglas–26
time Grammy Award Winner • Comox
Valley Exhibition Grounds • Tickets: $50
with Vancouver Island MusicFest ticket;
$65 for Concert Ticket Only • Info: 1-866-898-8499,
www.islandmusicfest.com • IN THE COMOX VALLEY

Fri thru Sun, July 8-10

Vancouver Island MusicFest earlybird tickets till
June 30—6 stages of music; David Crosby,
Arrested Development, Rodney Crowell,
Randy Newman, Holly Cole, Albert Lee &
John Jorgensen, Jon Anderson & more to
come; on-site riverside camping, kids stuff,
green festival projects • Earlybird price:
Adult $149, Senior $119, Youth (13-18) $69,
1-866-898-8499 • Info: www.islandmusicfest.com •
IN THE COMOX VALLEY

—Chris Genovali, Paul C. Paquet & Misty MaCDuffee

However, the very traits that have cultivated this rich
diversity also make it exceptionally fragile. BC’s coastal
ecosystem is a treasure trove of species that from an
evolutionary perspective can be lost in the blink of an eye.
Twenty seven thousand kilometres of labyrinth seaboard
place this web of diversity much more at risk than its south
to north 900 kilometre distance would suggest.
The growing emphasis on BC’s coast as an energy
corridor has spurred substantial concerns from coastal
communities and the public about the impacts and risks
associated with large scale oil operations and spills. Properly
assessing these impacts requires a species inventory and
knowledge of where each fits in the grand web of ocean
processes and biological production. At the most basic level,
managing and protecting species requires two essential
pieces of information: how many animals there are

(abundance) and where they can be found (distribution).
As part of an effort to increase our understanding of this
distinctive region, as well as realizing that a properly
informed debate over the future of BC’s coast required such
information, Raincoast Conservation Foundation
committed to going out and collecting part of these crucial
data.
In 2004, we began five years of grueling systematic line
transect surveys, covering 14,000 kilometres (8,700 miles)
of ocean track line, logging over 2,000 sightings of marine
mammals and close to 15,000 sightings of marine birds.
The fact that five years of arduous seasonal surveys
provide only a snapshot of one aspect of this relentlessly
mutable ecosystem emphasizes the complex nature of our

of tonnes of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, pollute
drinking water and salmon streams, and jeopardize the
Fanny Bay oyster industry.
We need help to spread the word, and to get people to
participate in the process. The environmental assessment
is a far from perfect process, but it is a great tool for
magnifying people’s voices and highlighting concerns.
There are two main ways you can help us in our efforts.
First, submit a formal comment as an organization or group.
Second, and most important, please help get people to write
letters and attend the public meetings on May 30
(Courtenay), June 2 (Port Alberni) and June 3 (Union Bay).
Cam Gray, Wilderness Committee, Vancouver

While three other Conservatives who failed to win election
on May 2 were appointed to the Senate, Gary Lunn, who
lost to Elizabeth May in Saanich–Gulf Islands, did not get a
Senate appointment. Lunn was previously a member of the
cabinet as Minister for Sport, and had been MP for the
riding for 14 years as a member of the Reform Party,
Canadian Alliance, Democratic Representative Caucus and
as a Conservative.
Former Senators Larry Smith and Fabian Manning were
both reappointed to the Senate after their electoral defeats,
and former Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs Josée
Verner was appointed for the first time. Prime Minister
Stephen Harper, who is on record as favouring an elected
senate, would not comment. 0

LETTERS from previous page
and severely impact those species who would normally
thrive in that environment.
Waterfront property owners need to be reminded that
the foreshore belongs to everyone and that they are the
stewards for ensuring it remains healthy and viable.
Denuding banks of shrubs and trees might improve the
view, but the long term consequences are serious erosion
problems. With rising sea levels, many waterfront
homeowners are opting for placing a barrier to protect their
property from wave action.
Often, if not done properly, the problem is worsened
instead of rectified. There are many environmentally
friendly options available which should be explored. For
more information: www.sanjuans.org/Shoreline_Armoring,
or google ‘Shoreline Structures Environmental Design.’
Edina Johnston, Denman Island

Friday, July 1

The Marc Atkinson Trio & Mae Moore—an evening
of remarkable music: guitar jazz, canadiana, folk • Pender
Islands Community Hall,
outdoors (weather permitting)
• 7:30pm • Tickets: $25 at
the door, $22 in advance @
Southridge Country Store,
Talisman Books & Gallery
and Medicine Beach Market • Info: www.maemoore.com •
ON PENDER ISLAND

HST Gains Put Back Into Wages
Dear Editor:
Downs Construction calculated its savings as a result of the
HST and we decided to take that money and give raises to
our 38 employees. We are now saving 7% on input tax
credits and we explained to them that this raise was thanks
to BC’s tax harmonization.
Bill and Denise Downs, Victoria 0

Bring your recyclaBles to us…
We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.
Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

250.539.2936

saturna general store
101 narvaez Bay road, saturna island
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Lawsuit against conservation group
tossed out
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cojustice has successfully defended a
grassroots Langley conservation
group against a $5.5 million
defamation suit, confirming the public’s
right to speak up when the environment is
put in jeopardy.
In a decision handed down on May 25,
all claims against the Glen Valley
Watersheds Society were dismissed.
The ruling states that the Judge found no
evidence to back the lawsuit, adding that the
‘claimant has greatly exaggerated the
statements made by the respondents and
has fabricated other allegations concerning
their conduct and statements.’
‘This case is a clear statement that
meritless lawsuits against people who speak
up for the environment will not stand,’ said
Jennifer Agnolin, Ecojustice staff lawyer.
Robin Scory of Langley, BC, launched the
suit after applying to deposit a very large
amount of fill on his land.
Concerned the fill would erode into fishbearing streams, the Society voiced its
reservations to various levels of
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Conservancy Association (PICA) — and
the Capital Regional District, aided by
the generosity
of the Brooks family, who
How
comfortable
owned the land. But the points remain
separated from one another by a small
oceanfront wedge of land that is vital to
the ecological integrity of the park reserve, especially its Garry-oak meadow
– one of the rarest and most endangered
ecosystems in Canada.
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—sara Miles
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‘What I want to be able to do is get better
research and support and make it available
to backbenchers who don’t get much help
from their own parties.
‘There are lots of MPs in a parliamentary
committee hearing, with an expert witness
giving evidence, who have their chance to
ask a question but they basically tread water.
They’ve got nothing useful to say; the reason
for that is they don’t have the resources to
know the issue very well, they don’t want to
look like buffoons but their party isn’t
supporting them to be effective. So, our
party can support them to be effective, but I
can never take credit for that because that
would ‘out’ somebody.
‘I will be working four times as hard as
the average MP and I will be hoping that
accolades will go to others because that will
mean I am succeeding in getting change.
‘I’m only one person. If there is a
parliamentary committee looking at
legislation to gut the Fisheries Act and one
looking at pay equity for women, I need to
cultivate my relationships with people in
other parties and offer them help.’
To aid in this, she says, she will make full
use of the excellent research capabilities of
a network of many NGOs, such as the
eastcoast Genuine Progress Indicator. Such
NGOs’ advice is free and open to all political
parties but is virtually ignored by other

environmental legislation. Currently, she3is
very concerned about proposed changes to
the Fisheries Act, which might remove
protection of fish habitat.

Getting Legislation Through
‘It would be wonderful to say that I am going
to get this legislation or that legislation
passed through private member’s bills, but
the reality is that I’ve got to be playing
defense rather than offense in the first little
bit. I am going to look for any opportunity
to network with friends in the Conservative
caucus.
‘When I get my chance at a Private
Member’s Bill, I will have been working in
advance from day one to get support from
the Conservatives. It’s more important to
have a success than the perfect bill that
doesn’t pass. So it won’t be the Private
Member’s Bill that enforces climate action.
It might be the Private Member’s Bill that
extends pension benefits to superannunates
who married after age 60, and whose
spouses currently don’t get benefits. That is
an issue where Conservatives should have
helped out pensioners.’

Being On The Hill
Asked what she looks forward to most as an
MP, May says it is being in the foyer of the
House for the press scrum. She also looks
MAY INTERVIEW, continued on page 9
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Raincoast’s research vessel, ‘Achiever’, observes a
grizzly bear looking for food.

RAINCOAST from page 5

coast. However, this information provides a foundation to
build from and a place-marker of where we stood at the
beginning of the 21st century. We have also identified where
current or proposed high-risk activities might conflict with
important habitats for marine mammals and birds.
As we learn more about the relationships of species with
their environment, British Columbians are increasingly
coming to cherish this maritime commons of animals,
waters, islands, and forests. This coastal archipelago is the
very soul of British Columbia. Priceless and irreplaceable,
its worth is immeasurable in monetary terms.
The prospect of seriously jeopardizing our coast with the
Enbridge Northern Gateway project compels us to think big
and think long-term. Accordingly, the planning horizon
needs to be time-without-end in order for this ecosystem to
thrive generations from now. Given that current political
and economic thinking reflects the past and present, and
not the future, embracing conservation to protect marine
and coastal species while the opportunity still exists is the
most prudent course of action.
Failure to reconcile ecology and commerce has been a
hallmark of international and domestic policy for decades
on the land and sea. Whereas conservation is directed at
improving future conditions, market interests usually
discount future benefits and costs in favour of present
consumption. Because information about the future is
speculative, a premium is placed on the present, and shortterm profits are preferred over uncertain profits later. This
attitude prevails as only monetary benefits and costs
associated with resource products are recognized in
conventional marketplace transactions. Due to the extent
of adverse human influences on the environment, which
continue to expand via technological progress and an
ever–increasing population, the world economy grows
unremittingly at the expense and exclusion of all other
species.
Unchecked exploitation of the earth’s oceans has
mortgaged the future while accruing a massive ecological
debt. There is now unequivocal evidence of significant
decadal-scale biological changes, which have adverse
consequences for the abundance and occurrence of marine
species.
Not surprisingly, BC’s marine waters, sea bottom and
coastline have been degraded by human activities. We need
to halt and reverse that trend, not exacerbate it with the
introduction of oilsands pipelines and supertankers to
our coast. 0
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Protected farmland provides opportunities for community food production.

Accessing agricultural land
After six years of work, the local food movement on Salt
Spring is seeing the fruits of their labour. The Salt Spring
Island Farmland Trust Society is gaining sixty acres of active
farmland in Fulford after working with the landowners,
Three Point Properties, and the Islands Trust to transfer the
land to the community.
One of the agricultural jewels of Salt Spring Island, the
Fulford property has been active farmland for over 100
years. Plans for the property involve a mixture of private
tenants, including young food-producing farmers, with
farm produce sustaining local residents, restaurants and
food outlets. There could also be mentorship for new
farmers, and individual community garden plots.
The Salt Spring Island Farmers’ Institute (SSIFI) took
ownership in May, and will transfer the property to the
Farmland Trust upon completion of due diligence.
The Farmland Trust was established in 2009 to develop
a farm base on Salt Spring; creating access to affordable land
for today’s young, educated, visionary farmers. 0

Photo: Oakley Rankin

Hornby Island’s new state-of-the-art Community Clinic is designed to serve an Island population
that balloons to over 5,000 in the summer (from 1,100).

Two Islands taking care of healthcare
Hornby Health Clinic Opening
Hornby Islanders are invited to the Official Opening of
the new community–built Health Clinic on Saturday,
June 4 at 1pm.
There will be a ribbon–cutting ceremony, guest speakers,
tours of the new facility, and homemade carrot cake with
creamcheese icing!
‘We want to open it up to to the community and let them
enjoy it,’ said Jeff Pollitt of the Hornby New Clinic
Committee. ‘People can come and see it when they are not
sick and ask questions.’
In two years, $350,000 was raised, with the balance of
the $523,000 needed for the building coming from in-kind
donations and a lot of hard work by a 200-strong team of
volunteers led by a committee of 12 dedicated residents.
There was no public funding provided by the government.
Local doctors, locums, residents and visitors will benefit
from a functional, well-designed clinic; the 35-year-old
trailer they were coping with desperately needed replacing.

Boaters’ Summer Special
Tell us you saw us in
and get 10% oﬀ parts!

www.seapower.ca
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Breaking Ground on Gabriola
The Gabriola Health Care Foundation’s ‘Ground Breaking
Ceremony’ for their new clinic building site is also set for
Saturday, June 4, from 12-2pm, rain or shine.
Gabriola declared 2010 the Year of the Clinic and went
to work to raise the $1 million they need to build a new
Urgent Care & Medical Clinic—again without government
or corporate funding.
So far, they have raised almost $750,000, 4.1 acres of
prime location property were donated and there are
numerous work pledges from builders, tradespeople,
labourers and landscapers. The Islands Trust approved the
rezoning bylaws to allow for a change from Forestry to IN4.
A barbeque, cake and photo opportunities will
accompany the sense of accomplishment on another little
island with a big idea. 0
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Metal recycling to rezone?

It’s a date!
MAy 29: BC Day of the Honey Bee
On May 29, 1953, New Zealand beekeeper and
mountaineer Sir Edmund Hilary became the
first known climber to reach the summit of
Mount Everest on the Nepal-Tibet border.
JUNe 1
Ferry service resumes on the Brentwood Bay –
Mill Bay route.
JUNe 11
Environment Canada Day in the City of
Vancouver recognizes Environment Canada’s
40th anniversary.
SePTeMBeR 30
Last day for kids to use their BC Parks 100
Passport, now available at participating
provincial parks and visitor centres.
Email us more memorable dates!
news@islandtides.com

eljen.com

They will now be able to get a gurney into the building!

John Quesnel of Salt Spring Island has applied to rezone
the site of Salt Spring Island Metal Recycling, resulting in
adjournment of legal action against him. The Salt Spring
Island Local Trust Committee agreed on May 5 to adjourn
a court hearing originally scheduled for June 20, so that it
will have time to consider Quesnel’s rezoning application.
His application seeks to amend the Salt Spring Island
Land Use Bylaw by rezoning the property at 440 Rainbow
Road to permit industrial and affordable housing uses. The
property is currently zoned Rural and Agriculture 1, which
does not permit industrial uses or the density of housing
that Quesnel is seeking.
As the proposed zoning changes are not consistent with
the Salt Spring Island Official Community Plan, Quesnel has
also applied to amend the Official Community Plan.
The Local Trust Committee (LTC) initiated legal action
against Quesnel to stop the unlawful industrial uses of his
property after bylaw enforcement staff had received
numerous complaints and sought voluntary compliance
with existing land use regulations.
If the rezoning application is successful, some or all of
the existing uses could become lawful. If the application is
unsuccessful, the legal action may be reinstated. 0

Provincial parks need funding
With all the fanfare celebrating federal Parks Canada’s
Centennial, it is easy to overlook our provincial parks. They
are in dire need of attention, as illustrated in documents
obtained through a Freedom of Information (FOI) request
by the Wilderness Committee.
‘These documents tell a story of cuts so deep in BC’s
Parks that basic tasks couldn’t be carried out,’ said Gwen
Barlee, Policy Director for the Wilderness Committee. It is
a picture of neglect and decay throughout provincial parks
after heavy funding cuts that occurred in 2009, she says.
The documents reveal Parks staff pleading for resources
to do basic functions such as ranger patrols, service pit
toilets, buy $100 worth of bolts to repair a potentially
dangerous bridge and even supply toilet paper for park
visitors.
‘The government took away dozens of park ranger
vehicles which then resulted in large cuts to the remaining
park ranger staff. Staff were talking about taking the

Greyhound bus, buying dirt bikes and scooters to try to get
around,’ said Barlee.
FOI requests from the Wilderness Committee had
already revealed that the parking meters installed in BC
Parks drove away hundreds of thousands of visitors and
were in fact losing money. Premier Clark recently
announced the removal of parking meters in BC Parks and
the restoration of $650,000 in Parks funding.
‘BC parks have been starved of funding for almost ten
years now. In light of what the shocking government
documents reveal, I call on Premier Clark to restore
funding and staffing for our park system starting at 2001
levels.’
The BC Government originally tried to charge the
Wilderness Committee $9,000 for 300 pages of
information about the BC Parks budget cuts. The
documents were finally provided to the Wilderness
Committee after eight months of delay. 0
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Commentary by Patrick Brown

Fare increases can devastate coastal communities

O

n March 31, 2011, the Ferry Commissioner gave
preliminary approval of annual increases up to
8.23% per year for the next four years on BC Ferries’
‘minor routes’. The Ferry Advisory Committee Chairs
(FACC) called attention last November to the severe impact
that continual massive fare increases have on the smaller
coastal communities served by these ferries. The
Commissioner’s preliminary decision is open for public
comment at bcferrycommission.com or 250-339-2714 until
June 30.
The government has now agreed to a review of the effect
of fares set under the 2003 Coastal Ferries Act (see article,
page 1). And the government must seriously consider
substantial increases in the Ferry Service Fee (though still
frozen during a review), as well as the financing of new
vessels.

Creating the Social Contract
Since the early 1960s, the provincial government has
operated the ferries, including the minor routes, through a
government department and then a Crown corporation,
providing a service which residents and visitors rightly
regarded as their ‘marine highway’. The FACC succinctly
describes the social contract that was established: ‘In coastal
communities dependent upon BC Ferry service, physical
and social infrastructure, homes, businesses and economies
have become established based on the reasonable
expectation that affordable ferry transportation would
continue to function as an accessible lifeline to these
communities.’

Breaking the Social Contract

service commitments, modest and predictable average fare
increases, and a major investment in vessels and terminals
to support tourism growth in British Columbia,’ said
Minister Judith Reid on announcing the Coastal Ferry Act
in 2003.
Eight years after the ‘privatization’ of BC Ferries, the fare
increases on minor routes have been anything but modest.
While the government promised that fare increases would
relate to increases in the cost of living, this relationship has
turned out to be several times the cost of living.
Compounded, it means that fares have risen some 70% over
the period since 2003 (some commuter fares over 100%),
while the Consumer Price Index has risen only 11%.
The social contract implied in Minister Reid’s 2003
announcement has been well and truly broken. In coastal
communities, the negative impacts of continued steep fare
increases are apparent.

The Media & The Green
election Result
May is not happy with many news outlets. She says that the
4 or 5 vertically integrated big media owners in Canada like
the status quo. She says she challenges the status quo, hence
little media coverage.
She says it’s time to pull the plug on The Consortium; it
should not be allowed to organize the National Leadership
Debate. She has no illusions that, with continued
Consortium control, she could be locked out of the next
debate, despite her seat in the House.
Her exclusion from the multi-outlet debate, she claims,
caused the drop in Green Party vote percentage across the
country in the 304 ridings in which the Green Party ran
candidates. In polling, Green support sank dramatically the
morning after a debate in which she had no voice.
She also points to the effect of lack of media coverage for
the Green Leader’s cross-country whistlestop train tour, and
points to the effect of not publishing anything about the
Green Party’s platform ‘Vision Green’ (available online at
www.greenparty.ca).
However, though country-wide the Green vote dropped
from 6.8 to 3.9% of the popular vote, Greens still ran third
in 18 ridings.
On the other hand, she praises westcoast CHEK and
CHCH for giving her a television voice in Saanich-Gulf
Islands, where she garnered 46% of a 75% voter turn-out.

Available in the ferry giftshop, through
your local bookshop, or online at
www.talonbooks.com.

Talonbooks

DOCKBUILDINGCOMPONENTS&ACCESSORIES

seat in the House. ‘And I hope that I will prove that value
and that more Canadians in more ridings will say, ‘That’s
what we need, we need more people with the leader of the
Green Party because she is consistently telling us the truth,
she is consistently working well with others, and we never
hear her attacking other people’s personalities or foibles, she
sticks to the point, and she’s ended heckling in question
period, so let’s support her with more MPs.’
‘So that’s what will build the Green Party,’ she declares.
‘I’m very non-partisan; if the Green Party ceased to exist but
we got another party to adopt all our policies, I’d be quite
happy. But I think we are going to need the Green Party to
be much stronger to get our policies adopted.’
May spoke of a disabled woman who, upon reading the
Green Party policy on eliminating poverty among the
disabled, insisted on paying for a $10 Green Party
membership out of her tiny income. Green policies, May
says, are informed by the outstanding research done by
experts in public policy, working through NGOs.
In regards to electing more Green representatives in the
short term, May says that with a bunch of provincial
elections coming up in the fall, she will be available to help
elect provincial MLAs. Canadians now know that Greens
are electable even in a first-past-the-post system.
Also she says that by 2015 there is a 90% chance of a
federal by-election which is winnable by the Green Party.
She expects not to be the only Green MP in the House when
the next election comes round.
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"From the first Blue Sky
Architecture have been
regionalists in the best
sense of the term. They
have been deeply involved
with the ecology and
topography of southern
British Columbia and its
wonderful interweave of sea,
forest, and rock ."

Go Girl, Go!
Asked about her phenomenal energy level, May says that
she is blessed by sleeping well, prayer helps her, and that
she is by nature an optimist.
‘I can’t take much credit for it,’ she adds. ‘My mother was
tireless; compared to my Mom, I’m a slacker.’ She pauses
to show me a photo of her mother speaking in the Trafalgar
Square rally following the Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament’s Aldermaston March. Elizabeth is the little
girl beside her at the microphone. 0
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4090 Bayridge Ave West Vancouver BC V7V 3K1
t 01 604 921 8646 f 01 604 921 0755
bsa@blueskyarchitecture.com
www.blueskyarchitecture.com

A Truly Island Home

Her Party
In the next four years, she says that Canadian Greens will
either build the party, or not, based on whether her conduct
and achievement prove the value of a single Green Party

$17.95 | 128 pages | 978-0-88922-660-9

FERRY FARES, please turn to page 11

MAY INTERVIEW from page 6

Climate Change

With breathtaking virtuosity, First
Nations poet Garry Thomas Morse sets
out to recover the appropriated, stolen,
and scattered world of his ancestral
Kwakwaka’wakw people, from Alert
Bay to Quadra Island to Vancouver.

Impacts on Coastal Communities



About global Green connections, May says that
congratulations are flooding in from around the world. She
thinks that her global connections will be the way to be
effective in climate change initiatives and says that she will
continue to attend global Green meetings.
In December, she goes to Durban for COP 17, the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change’s 2011 meeting.
She could go with the Canadian delegation but thinks it may
not be the best delegation within which to work. As a
representative of Papua-New Guinea or the Maldives she
would have greater access to decision-making and strategy.
Her connections with elected Greens worldwide, who are
often ministers of environment, will make her work in
Durban more effective.

Garry Thomas Morse

A November 2010 FACC report, ‘Community Impacts of
Escalating Ferry Fares’, describes a number of effects:
• there is a serious ‘affordability crunch’. Incomes on
coastal ferry-dependent coastal communities are generally
lower than provincial averages, with a high proportion of
seniors on fixed incomes and a low-paid work force. But
higher ferry fares increase the cost of bringing goods and
services to the community, and of accessing goods and
services not available in the community;
• younger residents decide to leave these communities,
and young families are reluctant to move there. This leads
to declining school enrolments and shortages of labour and

‘This new contemporary structure ensures long–term

forward to access to resources, and an office on Parliament
Hill.
The model for her office will be the office of Jim Fulton
(MP for Skeena from 1978–1993), whose office was ‘a
hubbub, a beehive of activity—it was a combination of
parliament office, MP office, and NGO.’

D ISCOVERY PASSAGES
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• Off grid options
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Galiano: Dylan, affordable
housing, and new MP visit
~ Christa Grace-Warrick
Galiano’s Land and Community Housing Trust got a shot
in the arm at the 16th Annual Bob Dylan Birthday Party on
Tuesday, May 24. MP Elizabeth May announced a summer
student position to help with the Trust’s work, a posting
which had come through on her Blackberry while she
shared in the birthday potluck.
Some minutes earlier, Tom Hennessy, affordable
housing supporter (and organizer of the annual musicians’
and singers’ bash to re-live Bob Dylan’s music), introduced
MP Elizabeth May to the fundraiser event.
May talked to the Dylan fans about the urgency of
affordable housing throughout the riding; not only on the
Southern Gulf Islands, but also in Saanich. It’s a key issue
in the riding, she said.
Affordable housing is a major problem in Sidney, where
many people working service jobs cannot afford to live in
the town and must commute unnecessary miles to work. A
similar thing happens on Salt Spring where people
commute to work from Duncan, via the Crofton-Vesuvius
ferry, because they cannot afford either to buy or rent
housing on Salt Spring.
Commuting removes people and their families from
the

affordable housing
song

♪♪

To the tune of Blowin’ in the Wind by Bob Dylan
Words by Tom Hennessy and Kathryn Byrne

How many roads must a man walk down
Before he can find some land?
Yes, and how many seas must a sailor sail
Before she can find some land?
Yes, and how many times must the arguments fly
Before someone’s given a hand?
Chorus: The answer, my friend, is blowin’ in the wind
The answer is blowin’ in the wind.
How many years will the roadblocks exist
Before we live sustainably?
Yes, and how many years can some people exist
Before they’re allowed to be free?
Yes, and how many times can a man turn his head
Pretending he just doesn’t see?
[Chorus]
How many times will the rents go up
To a point that’s as high as the sky?
Yes, and how many ears must this town have
Before we can hear people cry?
Yes, and how many people will leave our town
By boat, by ferry or fly?
[Chorus]

♪

How many roads will have to be built
To approve our community plan?
Yes, and how many times must families leave
For more fruitful lands?
Yes, and how many times do we have to meet
Before everyone understands?
[Chorus]

How many years can one committee exist
Before everyone quits in frustration?
Yes, and how many years must locals do without
Basics enjoyed by the rest of the nation?
Yes, and how can you help? Here’s what you can do,
Lend some time, some screws or a donation,
The answer, my friend, is blowin’ in the wind
The answer is blowin’ in the wind.

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

Mayne Island’s Bill Bender, and Don and Shanti McDougall sing, while youngster have a front row seat.
participating in the community in which they spend their
days; fragmenting communities and increasing carbon
footprints.
On smaller islands, a lack of affordable housing means
younger people must leave their island, unbalancing the mix
of residents to the detriment of the community.
Galiano’s affordable housing committee has made major
breakthroughs recently in organization and land
acquisition, but implementation requires land use zoning
changes (an interview with Tom Hennessy will appear in
our next edition).
Bob’s Birthday Party began with the shared meal. Those
gathered joined in the ‘Affordable Housing Song’, sung to
the tune of ‘Blowin’ In The Wind’ (lyrics left), and Galiano
children sang ‘When God Made the Animals.’
By the time May spoke, it was high time to get down to
the evening’s music—as Galiano’s new MP left the
microphone, a tongue-in-cheek party-goer from the back
called out, ‘When Gary Lunn comes to Bob’s party he sings
a song.’ Following widespread giggles there was an
expectant silence. Unabashed, May paused, climbed back
up the risers, thought a moment, and said, ‘I’ll sing Happy
Birthday to Bob in Gaelic’—and did so in a tuneful voice.

One last task before the music wailed, the children blew
out the 70 candles on the giant cake.
Dashing for the 8:05pm ferry, May missed another
memorable evening of Bob Dylan standards and
less–known songs from the 800+ that the ’70s legend
wrote. Performers from several Islands, the furthest afield
from Vashon Island in the United States, took their turn at
the microphone.
Bob Dylan was duly celebrated, as was original event
creator Gary Kramer, sorely missed since his death.
Each year, party-goers watch to see if the man himself is
listening from the shadows—although it doesn’t really
matter.
The evening garnered $460 for affordable housing and
a goodly number of new memberships.
May’s day-long visit to Galiano was one of regular visits
to constituents that she has promised in her program for
her four year term in Ottawa. She spent the day at the school
and activity centre, the community garden, the bakery.
Included was a visit to the Woodstone Residence,
Canada’s first publicly-funded residential treatment centre
for young people, ages 17–24, suffering from eating
disorders. It opened in January. 0

Finding treasures in our National Park Reserve ~ Compiled by Sara Miles
The Gulf Islands National Park Reserve is celebrating Parks
Canada’s centennial with an award and a
new geocache program. In May, Parks
Canada received the prestigious ‘Gift to
the Earth’ award from WWF
International for restoration of
endangered Garry oak ecosystems in the
Gulf Islands National Park Reserve and
other projects.
‘Unique Garry oak forests and meadows support
thousands of plant and animal species and help make Gulf
Islands National Park Reserve such an inspiring place for
Canadians to discover,’ said Steve Langdon, Superintendent
of Coastal British Columbia’s Field Unit. ‘It is an honour to
be recognized for the work Parks Canada and its partners
do to restore and piece together rare Garry oak ecosystems.’
As part of the 100th anniversary celebrations this year,

there is a new geocache program in the Park Reserve,
launching June 11. Geocaching is a game of
finding hidden objects using GPS
locator equipment.
Geocaches will be hidden across
15 islands in the lower Strait of
Georgia, giving visitors another way
to experience the Park.
Newcomers to geocaching can
start with ‘Geocache 101’ workshops led
by park naturalists throughout the summer, and GPS units
will be available to borrow from parks staff for those who
need them. There will also be two Geocoin Challenges for
determined treasure hunters who can get to several island
locations and want to earn one of the colourful collector’s
geocoins, pictured here.
Visit www.parkscanada.gc.ca/gulf for details. 0

Island Women Against Violence (IWAV)
is seeking an Executive Director

GULF ISLANDS WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Whole-house Treatment
• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria /
Hardness / Arsenic
250-412-1110 • 604- 630-1114 • 524 William Street, Victoria
250-339-6914 Comox Valley

www.watertiger.net

/(7·63/$<
MARINE ECO-TOURS
VINEYARDS BY SEA
SALTSPRING MARKET
SIDNEY MARKET
SCUBA DIVING
YACHT MGMT
VESSEL TRAINING
PRIVATE CHARTERS

250-360-6393
250-360-6219
GIOA@SHAW.CA
GULFISLANDSADVENTURES.COM
LOCATED AT POETS COVE ON PENDER ISLAND

1$785(·6:$,7,1*

The Executive Director is responsible for the management and
administration of the organization. Key areas of responsibility
include quality service delivery, staff supervision, fiscal
management, community liaison and public relations.
QuAlIfIcATIons:
Master’s degree in related field or equivalent combination of training,
experience and education.
solid working knowledge from a feminist perspective in area of
violence against women and children.
Minimum 5 years management level experience.
Demonstrated knowledge of community–based programs and services.
Applications accepted until June 27, 2011
by email to: kp108@telus.net
Information & job description at www.iwav.org
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AUTOMOTIVE
GsA Auto Rentals
Book with the best!

On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings
• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

MOORINGS

•INSTALLED •SERVICED
•MAINTAINED

Chris West
Dive Services
250-888-7199
250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net
WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

Pick-up from
swartz Bay Ferry Terminal &
victoria Airport

Monthly from $655
Weekly from $235
Mention this ad for discount

Dave’s Drilling
& Blasting
Dave
250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640

250-474-7325

“We don’t stand
behind our work,
we stand behind a tree.”

Excellent references.
BBB, Licensed, Insured,
WCB, Visa, M/C.

20+ years experience
Metal roofs & torch-on

www.soarecontracting.com

Rent

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788
terry@gsaautorentals.com
www.gsaautorentals.com

FREE!

• WAter Wells
• HYDroFrActurIng

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599
- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up
also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

Save Money on Ferry Travel
From June 2–26, travellers on BC Ferries’ three major
routes between the Lower Mainland and Vancouver Island
will save 30% as part of the ‘CoastSaver Seat Sail’, applicable
on Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.

Savoie as Speaker?
When Parliament returns on June 2, 2011, Victoria MP
Denise Savoie will be one of the candidates from which the
House of Commons will choose its new Speaker. ‘I’m asking
my fellow MPs to imagine a Parliament that functions well—
where debate is not focused on scoring points, but rather on
creating better, more inclusive public policy,’ said Savoie.

Rescued Porpoise Passes
Siyay, the rescued porpoise who was being cared for at the
Vancouver Aquarium Marine Mammal Rescue Centre, died
on May 15, despite an attempt at resuscitation by the

volunteers to provide needed small-community services;
• the community’s business climate is increasingly
uncertain, discouraging both existing and potential
enterprises; the cost of bringing in materials, of shipping
products out, and of accessing customers outside the
community is increased;
• fewer tourists, no day-trippers, reduced income from
visitors, accommodation, restaurants, etc; increased ferry
costs discourage potential customers from visiting the
community;
• residents take fewer trips away from the community;
seniors have less contact with their grandchildren, who in
turn visit their grandparents less often; and
• residents commuting to nearby Vancouver Island or
Mainland centres for work have faced even higher ‘prepaid’
fare increases; the cost of ferry travel forces them to move
away.
To quote Royal Roads University’s Dr Philip Vannini:
‘Diversity, the lifeblood that fuels island life, is also at risk.
As diversity is lost, so are community integration, civic spirit,
economic vibrancy and collective identity. What follows

JOBS

Besley

Design & Build

Foundations & Framing
Siding & Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Renovations & Additions
Timberworks & Arbors
25 years experience
Licensed & Insured
Call Ron for free estimate
rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885

Quality Pre-Owned
cars & Minivans

Strait News Shorts

FERRY FARES from page 9

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES
HAVE BOAT • WILL TRAVEL

MARINE

to IMprove Well YIelDs

• DrIllIng For geosource

1-800-746-7444
250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com
drill@drillwell.com
An Island Family Business for 46
Years!

SEE YOUR AD HERE

d. a. sMitHson & sons

Well drillers
250-539-5252
250-478-6937
dasons@telus.net

FOR AS LITTLE AS

$20/WEEK!
ASK US HOW
250-629-3660

www.smithsondrilling.com

Rehabilitation team. A necropsy showed that he had
hydrocephalus, or accumulation of fluid within the brain.

Agreement in Courtenay
CUPE municipal workers and the City of Courtenay ratified
a new collective agreement at a special city council meeting
on May 25, giving the 80 members of CUPE Local 556 a
four-year package to include annual wage increases of
2–2.75%.
CUPE 556 spokesperson Lisa McPherson credited both
sides, saying, ‘We worked hard to achieve a fair collective
agreement and we are optimistic that the city and the union
can now build on our working relationship and move
forward from here.’

Caring About Identity
The current BC CareCard is expected to be phased in over
five years beginning in 2012. With 9.1 million CareCards in
circulation for 4.5 million people, patient fraud has become
a concern for the province, so the new card will require
regular re-enrolment and have a photograph of the

might be the death of island living as we know it.’
According to the FACC, the cumulative impact is
‘approaching crisis proportions’.

Why Do Fares Always Go Up?
Fare levels are set by the Ferry Commissioner, whose
primary responsibility is to ensure the financial viability of
BC Ferries Services Inc, the government–owned operator
of the ferries. Higher taxes and higher federally–mandated
crewing levels have contributed to increased operating
expenses. The minor routes have absorbed their share of
the costs of upgrading major terminals.
Fuel costs: BCFS operates an aggressive hedging
program to minimize the cost of fuel, and the Ferry
Commission has authorized a system of ‘fuel surcharges’
which essentially passes the fluctuations in fuel prices, both
up and down, directly to ferry users, so they are not built in
to the fare structure. This June 1, a 2.5% surcharge has been
applied on main routes, and 5% on ‘minor’ routes (except
Horseshoe Bay–Langdale, Prince Rupert–Haida Gwaii, and
Prince Rupert–Port Hardy.
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E
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L ROOFING N
Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198

S tanding S eam
m etal R oofing

f oR W ateR
C olleCtion S yStemS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

Executive Director: Salt Spring
Island Conservancy. To learn
more & apply for this interesting
& rewarding position, see
www.saltspringconservancy.ca

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at
School Board Office, 112 Rainbow
Road, Salt Spring Island, Wednesday,
June 8, 2011 commencing at 1pm. To
view the agenda for this meeting:
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html
Public Welcome!

FOR RENT
Saturna Island. Two bedroom, like
new, house for longterm rental.
Fireplace, deck, washer/dryer, fridge,
stove, dishwasher. No smoking.
$850/mo+ utilities. 250-539-2975

GETAWAYS
Quadra Island. 2 Getaway Cabins.
Private, peaceful, panoramic. Studio
and one-bedroom, all amenities and
soaker tubs. www.lunavista.ca

islandtides@islandtides.com
beneficiary, anti-forgery features and a security chip. You
can choose to have the new card, or to have your driver’s
licence indicate enrolment in the Medical Services Plan.

Two Feet Identified
The BC Coroners Service has confirmed the identity of the
individual whose feet washed ashore on Valdez and
Westham Islands in 2008. DNA analysis showed the feet as
belonging to a 21-year-old Surrey resident who was reported
missing in January 2004. Foul play has been ruled out.

Northwest Transmission Line Gets
Green Light
In May, the federal government gave environmental
approval for the 335-kilometre Northwest Transmission
Line (NTL) that will connect Skeena Substation near
Terrace to Bob Quinn Lake. It is expected to open up
northwestern BC to clean energy and mining projects, and
reduce GHG emissions by connecting diesel-powered
communities to the grid. 0

New ferries: Over the past few years, BCFS has built
or purchased a number of new ferries. However, the aging
‘minor routes’ fleet has not benefited much from this
program, which has essentially ‘used up’ the borrowing
capacity of BCFS. New northern route ferries have had to
be specifically financed by provincial government money.

House of Cards
Return on equity (ROe): Falling ridership has resulted
in actual ROE of around 2%, and the company’s traffic
projections for the next four years anticipate no increase (in
fact, as the factors listed earlier indicate, traffic may well
decrease). Higher fare increases designed to ensure a 13%
ROE (in order to ensure the confidence of lenders) will
result in less ferry traffic, leading to even higher fare
increases, resulting in even less traffic—a vicious circle,
eventually to be accompanied by significant changes in the
communities served by the ferries. The 2003 Business Plan
failed to anticipate this. 0

<

Did you appreciate this article? Help us afford the news!
Mail or phone in your contribution today. 250-629-3660

Brian CruMBlehulMe

If you do not let laziness clog your labour, if you do not insult with misguided efforts the
gardener’s multifarious wealth, and if you do not refuse to harden or dirty your hands in
the open air or to spread whole baskets of dung on the sun-parched soil—then, you may
rest assured, your soil will not fail you. —Strabo, 9thC

S

ow, sow, sow, it’s catch-up time. The
late wet spring has delayed or rotted
many crops this year, and we don’t
know how autumn will turn out. A long
warm fall will easily compensate for a late
start, but if it cools off after Labour Day
some of the tropical vegetables may not
ripen at all.
That said, the temperate crops and native
plants think this is Nirvana. For evidence,
look at the grass and clover. How many
gardens have you visited while the owners
proffered abject apologies for the condition
of their plots? These gardeners treat you like
the in-laws on a state inspection. Life is too
short to impose order on the universe;
weeds happen, and if they don’t, nothing
else will.
March-sown broccoli, rapini, potatoes
and peas are growing like there’s no
tomorrow, and this looks like a really good
year for fruit. Fall-planted garlic is doing
very well this year. Then again, I lost seventy
percent of my fall-sown sweet peas this
winter due to cold and excessive damp, so I
sowed a second batch in late January. Both

are now growing well, but the fall–sown
plants are over two feet high and showing
flower buds as I write in mid-May—
meanwhile this year’s plants are still only
inches high. It does make a difference. Next
winter I will provide them with a little more
protection from the elements.
In the lower garden, early sowings of
carrots, parsnips and salad greens either
rotted or were taken by slugs. A second
sowing in the upper garden in a raised bed
resulted in a rapid germination of carrots,
peas and radishes that are all thriving. And
as soon as I realized the conundrum, I
switched to sowing many early crops in pots
under glass and transplanted them in late
May. Even now in early June, if the ground
is too cool, sow salads, lettuce, Mizuna,
cauliflower and broccoli in a warm place
and move them at the end of the month
when they are big enough to handle.
The moral of the story is keep trying. A
packet of seed costs $2.50 for a hundred or
more. This translates into several kilos of
fresh food, and you can easily spend that
much for a single meal at the supermarket.
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Banana slugs clean the forest floor and
sometimes clean-out the garden!

june garden calendar

Studio Portrait by Derek Holzapfel
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The micro-climate and tilth of every
section of your garden can vary hugely.
Those sweet peas I mentioned were planted
out at the end of March into two twenty-foot
double rows about thirty feet apart. They are
in the same garden, same soil, same
compost, yet the lower and slightly damper
rows are three times the size of their
siblings. So don’t sow all your seeds in the
same bed, separate them into batches for
sowing at different times and in different
locations.
Perennials are one of the easiest ways to
ensure continuous flowers all summer long.
Once established, they require less water
and are more bug-resistant than tender
annuals. Now is the time to sow next years
poppies, pansies, foxglove (deer resistant),
lupines, phlox, campanula etc. You can rake
the seed directly into the ground behind the
roses where there is some sun, or, as I
prefer, make up a seed compost, and sow
them in one gallon pots set into the ground.
This way the pots will not get baked in the
sun and you can easily water them as you
make your rounds with that second cup of
coffee in the morning.
Salads are ubiquitous in our culture
thanks to a massive marketing program by
the lettuce growers in California, and we
have come a long way since the days of half
a head of broken iceberg lettuce laced with
Thousand Island dressing. Salads are good

anytime of year but none more so than late
spring when the world is green.

hFresh

Flavours

g

Mesclun and other green mixes—gather
spring greens as you would pick ‘nuts-inMay.’ Take a bowl and browse around the
garden, taking a leaf here and a shoot there,
including a sprig or two of some fresh herbs.
Finish with a few edible petals for colour.
Dressing: using olive oil as a base, add
a dash of vinegar, a pinch of salt, pepper and
sugar, you can stir or blend a custom
dressing in thirty seconds.
c For a summer taste add orange juice;
c For an eastern taste add yogurt;
c Use mint for a tangy fresh flavour;
c Lemon accompanies fish or cold
vegetables;
c For a hearty flavour add chopped fresh
or dried fruit and/or a sprinkling of
nuts and croutons.
For a Mediterranean lunch any day the sun
is warm, set a table on the deck, not
forgetting the white linen, and serve a hot
brochette or crostini fresh from the bakery.
Failing that, cut and toast thick slabs of
multi-grain bread, sprinkle with olive oil
and balsamic vinegar and heap on a tossed
salad with lots of tomatoes.
Conclude with espresso, one crème
caramel and two forks. 0

SOUTH PENDER ISLAND
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

Visit our web site at:
www.islandstrust.bc.ca

E-mail:
information@islandstrust.bc.ca

NOTICE OF COMMUNITY INFORMATION
MEETING
The South Pender Island Local Trust Committee will be holding
a community information meeting on draft changes to the
Official Community Plan (OCP). The purpose of the meeting is
to present and receive comments on the draft changes.
More information is available on the South Pender Island page:
www.islandstrust.bc.ca/ltc/sp, under the ‘Official Community Plan
Review’ heading.

Date:
Location:

Saturday, June 4, 2011 @ 12:30 pm
Fire Hall No. 3 at 8961 Gowlland Point Rd.

For more
For
more information
information ccall
all tthe
he CCRD
RD Hotline
Hotline 1
1.800.663.4425
.800.663.4425
EEmail:
mai l: h
otline@crd.bc.ca o
isit www.crd.bc.ca
www.crd.bc.ca
hotline@crd.bc.ca
orr v
visit

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Milled
Toll Free 1.877.826.5461
www.tamlinhomes.com

LOG Home Packages

Our precision profiled 6x8 “D” logs are precut, prenotched,
and predrilled for simple and fast assembly.
A complete weather tight log home package that is delivered
right to your site.
Call us now and ask for our Gulf Island SPECIALS!

