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Pileated woodpeckers are usually extremely shy. I can only assume this is a y oung fellow and he was more interested in the grubs than my proximity. These are also the
woodpeckers that make the loud laughing sound like the cartoon character, Woody. This one is throwing moss and dirt like mad trying to catch up to his breakfast—Terrill.

Saanich North & The Islands on tenterhooks
Election day ballots in Saanich North & TheIslands put
NDP candidate Gary Holman 50 votes ahead of BC
Liberal Stephen P Roberts. Green Party’s Adam Olsen
was close behind, with a spread of only 390 votes
between Holman and Olsen.
BCLiberals asked for a recount which took place on
Monday May 27, ahead of the final count, which adds
in all ballots cast other than at the voter’s official voting
place. The recount reduced Holman’s margin to 47
votes.
Meanwhile, the 3-day, province-wide final count
began. In Saanich North & the Islands, 2,431 absentee
and special ballots still remained to be counted.
Twice as many absentee and special votes were cast
in this election than in 2009. Elections BC estimated
that 180,000 ballots criss-crossed the province via
Canada Post to come home to their riding to be
counted.
With such a close vote, Saanich North & The Islands
voters have been waiting with bated breath, indeed the
riding has been eerily quiet for two weeks, waiting for
the other shoe to drop.
They continued to wait, checking the website daily
at 12:30pm and 4:30pm. Results were not posted till
the very end of the final count, at 2:36pm on
Wednesday, May 29, and it left the outcome
unchanged. The final count was Holman (NDP) 10,515,
Roberts (BCLiberal) 10,352, Olsen (BCGreen) 10,136,
McEachern (Independent) 599.

Voter Turnout
Province-wide, the turnout was only slightly better than
in the 2009 provincial election. The highest turnout in

is at these

the province was 70.82% in Oak Bay, where Green
Party deputy leader Andrew Weaver scored a
resounding victory.
Voter turn-out in Saanich North & The Islands,
where there was the second strongest Green vote, was
also second highest in the province. When all absentee
votes were counted, 70.25% of registered voters had
cast ballots.
Could it be that Green Party candidates revitalize the
electorate?

Voting System Trivia
The Elections Act requires a judicial recount if the
winner’s lead is less than 1/500 of the total votes cast
(which would translate to 62 in North Saanich & the
Islands). Holman’s lead of 163 means this provision will
not be triggered. Interestingly, Adam Olsen gained the
most absentee votes, but this wasn’t enough to change
the final ranking, though it closed the gap between
Olsen and Roberts to a mere 216 votes.
When all the ballots were counted, there were no
changes in the election results in ridings on Vancouver
Island and the south coast.
The preliminary result, announced the morning
after Voting Day, included the votes recorded on voting
day plus those advanced votes cast at the assigned
polling places.
Final Count votes included ‘absentee’ votes in the
voter’s electoral district but not at the voter’s assigned
voting place, votes recorded outside of the voter’s
electoral district (advance or on voting day), mail-in
votes, and ‘special votes’ (care homes, hospitals, etc.). 0

Raven mine application turned down
Patrick Brown
The proposed Raven mine has
encountered an obstacle in its pursuit
of environmental approval. The BC
Environmental Assessment Office
has rejected Compliance Coal
Corporation’s application for the
underground coal mine, to be located
in Vancouver Island’s Comox Valley,
west of Fanny Bay.
The EAO undertook an initial
screening, following Compliance’s
submission of the 12,000 page
application on April 4. The screening
determines whether the review meets
the
Application Information
Requirements. This review needed a
6-day extension because of difficulties
with the application’s organization.
On May 16, the EAO advised
Compliance that its application
requires considerable additional
work. A 114-page summary detailed
many deficiencies in the submission.
These range from inadequacies in
baseline descriptions to omissions in
detailed construction planning,
incomplete consultations with First
Nations, lack of planning for climate
change, tailings disposal, wildlife,
forestry, inadequate mapping,
inadequate planning for shipping

facilities at Port Alberni, and extensive
gaps in surface and groundwater
management planning at the mine
site.
Compliance President John
Tapics says that the application will be
strengthened
with additional
information where necessary, and
resubmitted.
Compliance Energy’s has other
problems, too. The proposed mine
has financial troubles. Filed at the end
of April, its 2012 financial statements
noted an accumulated deficit of
$6,928,000 as of December 31, 2012,
and incurred an operating loss of
$1,255,000 for the 2012 fiscal year.
Deloitte LLP, the company’s auditors,
described this as ‘a material
uncertainty that may cast signoficant
doubt about Compliance Energy
Corporation’s ability to continue as a
going concern’.
This financial situation, together
with the failure of the environmental
assessment, may explain the
declining value of the company’s
shares, which have dropped steadily
from 17¢ a year ago to 4-6¢ following
the application’s rejection. 0

SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes outside or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall
Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall
Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—VI Conference Centre
Nanaimo—Beaufort Centre
Nanaimo—Crnr Island Hwy @ Hammond Bay Rd
Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza
Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd CO-OP

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall
Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Avenue
Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave
Campbell River—Willow Point Village
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FULL MOON: SUNDAY, JUNE 23
ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
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FULL MOON: SUNDAY, JUNE 23
ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
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Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker
250-537-9710

On Time & On Budget
www.islandtides.com

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca
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Wondered how those hummingbird chicks were getting on? Here’s how they spent May.

It just keeps getting worse—under-estimating the GHG
impacts of bitumen - Elizabeth May
The news out of Detroit is pretty shocking. The only thing more
shocking is that it is not making headlines in Canada.
The New York Times has been reporting that a mountain of
coke, waste from refining Alberta bitumen, is towering over the
streets of Detroit. An entire city block is buried in the waste that
looms three stories above city streets. The pile is occupying
precious waterfront, prime for local use. And it threatens the
water quality of the Detroit River.
The source of the waste is a refinery on the Detroit River.
And the mountain of waste is now owned by those billionaire
brothers, key funders of climate-denier propaganda, David and
Charles Koch. Just as they own the refineries for which the
Keystone XL pipeline is being promoted, they own and operate
Koch Carbon. Although the plant has been in operation for
more than 70 years, just this last November it began to process
the bitumen-diluent material, as I described in Island Tides in
the April 25 edition, ‘Pipelines to the East.’ The mountain of
coke has accumulated in just that amount of time.
While the coke is a local pollution concern, it poses a much
more serious risk in terms of global warming. It turns out that
petroleum coke—or ‘petcoke’ as it is known—is actually used as
fuel in parts of the world. (Parenthetically, note the technojargon of the business of bitumen. Bitumen mixed with diluents
is ‘dilbit’; petroleum coke is ‘petcoke.’ Why the love of cute
abbreviation?)
It turns out that one of the major (if not the major) sellers of
petcoke in the world is Oxbow Carbon, owned by the third Koch
brother, William Koch. If you like reading the reports of
fundraising highlights of the US Republican Party, you’ll know
that Oxbow donated $4.25 million to the GOP in 2012. And, for
extra measure, used over $1 million in lobbying fees over the
same period.
Oxbow currently sells over 11 million tons of petcoke

Whoops!
The editor was set upon by gremlins. She totally miscontrued
a sentence of Priscilla Ewbank’s. Margaret Paterson notes,
‘The Saturna Singers receive a small grant from the CRD
through the Saturna Parks and Recreation Commission. This
and all other funds from singers fees and concerts go
exclusivly to the on-going expenses of the choir.’ What
Priscilla had intended to say was that the performance was
well worth the funding. Apologies all round.
It Gets Worse
In our voter turn-out article, in the same edition (on page 3),
a typo indicated that elected candidate Lana Popham’s party
allegience was to the BCLiberal Party! What a gaffe. Lana’s
party is BCNDP, as indicated in election results on page 4 of
that edition. Lana Popham drew the highest voter turnout of
any re-elected incumbent in the province, 61.60%.
Congratulations Lana, on re-election and apologies all round.
We appreciate the close scrutiny and response of our
readers.

Independent
Dental Hygiene
in a relaxed setting
Registered Dental Hygienists
offering:
• scaling • root planing
• polishing • whitening
• other services

Celebrating 11 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

250-655-4884

globally.If the Keystone XL pipeline is approved, the mountains
of petcoke will line the Gulf of Mexico awaiting Koch customers
to ship it to countries where its use is still legal.
Of course, the cheapest and most efficient way to get petcoke
sold as a fuel is if the refineries processing the bitumen are
situated in countries where its use is legal, like China.
Petcoke is the most monstrous of carbon-based fuels. It has
10% more carbon than coal and is 25% cheaper. Its use as fuel
is illegal in Canada and the United States.
However, it looks as though growth in its use is being
promoted. While researching petcoke, I came across the
promotional materials for a petcoke conference that took place
in San Antonio, Texas this spring. Sorry, folks, but this is
chilling:
‘Ever since petroleum coke was first produced over 150
years ago, its value has increased from a waste product
to a viable commodity—from shadowed trash to
enlightening treasure! Originally considered as a material
to be disposed of and buried, petcoke has grown into an
industry that has spiraled into a global market. Join us
for Jacobs Consultancy’s 12th Annual Petcoke
Conference to explore world-class advancements that no
longer consider ‘petcoke’ to be a dirty word, but instead
a rising star as a premier fuel and carbon feedstock.’
This adds an entirely new dimension to the oilsands debate.
Current calculations of the carbon footprint of bitumen-based
crude may not include the impact of using this waste by-product
as a fuel. Certainly, within Canada, the use of petcoke is
precluded. What impact does it have on overall calculations
when burning petcoke is added to the already high carbonfootprint of unconventional oil sands bitumen crude?
If burning petcoke were to be included, the already
enormous carbon footprint of oil sands jumps up another notch.
Here are some back of the envelope calculations:
Alberta oil sands = 1.3 million barrels/day
Amount of carbon in petcoke per barrel = 15kg of carbon
Amount of petcoke carbon produced per day = 20million kg
of carbon.
Now, convert 20 million kg of carbon to kilogrammes of
carbon dioxide (times 44/12) = 70million kg CO2/day in
petcoke, which translates to 26 megatonnes of CO2/year).
So, while the Koch brothers run a propaganda mill to deny
climate science, the Canadian government does their bidding,
shilling for the XL pipeline to deliver both bitumen and petcoke
to their ports on the Gulf of Mexico. Yet another reason to say
‘No’ to the Keystone XL pipeline. 0
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Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank

W

e’ve had some nice rainy days to keep our soil, wells
and forest moist a bit longer. The slug smiles are
dazzling as they super-glide along the garden paths
and roads. Except for a desultory sprinkle every-other-day in
the greenhouse, garden watering has ceased for a while!

Sheep Shorn
All Saturna sheep were shorn last week, coats rolling off in about
1-1/2 minutes at $5 a ewe or ram. They are quite smart-looking
with their new breezy, cool look, energetically cropping the
verdant green grass to get enough calories to keep warm and
grow fat.
Sheep get hot with a full 5-inch coat of dense wool and can
lose weight as they will spend lots of time in the shade and much
less time grazing out in the sun. The yearly shearing is always a
show as the sheep are rounded up, penned, grabbed and
expertly rolled on their fluffy butts by Peter the Saanich Shearer.
The electric shears start to roll down their necks. When he is
done a ten-pound fleece encircles them. The sheep are now soft
yellow from lanolin-oiled short wool. With huge faces and ears,
they rocket off the plywood sheet, shake a bit and run off to
rejoin their lambs. It was a fun day with lots of action.
Peter does all the Gulf Island flocks and up to Sooke and
Duncan. The biggest flock of 350 ewes is in Metchosin,
Campbells have 135 and Rick Jones about 19 or so and lots of
people up and down the inner coast keep 4 or 5 to keep the grass
mowed.
Peter says he shears all year round. The largest numbers
being in the winter; those shorn sheep stay in barns to be
warmer. They are easier to handle and their lambs can suckle
better without all the wool around the ewe’s milk bag.
Originally at Campbell’s Farm, it took all day to hand-shear
the flock after corralling and sorting the ewes with a great din
of baaing and dogs shooting off to help with uncooperative
sheep. The task of holding and handling a hefty displeased
sheep as you clipped and clipped every inch, except its face and
four legs, in a relatively smooth motion, was physically
demanding!
Lots of people helped with all the tasks; folding warm-offthe-sheep fleeces in a certain pattern, tying and storing them,

ISLAND TIDES, June 6, 2013, Page 3

putting aside the ones that Lorraine Campbell wanted to keep
for spinning, drenching the sheep for worms, sharpening
shears, and looking out for any sheep in need of care. The day
ended with lambs and ewes united and off grazing and a great
dinner with lots of talk and sharing in the details of a big job
done.

From Killer Whale To Orca
The last weekend in May, Saturna Island hosted ‘Moby Doll
Symposium-Reflections on Change’—240 attendees. I was
blown away—we did such a fantastic job of organizing, feeding,
seating, informing, over-nighting, and transporting the offIslanders participants and the 8 presenters and their partners,
and the Barry Gough Jazz Band for the Saturday night party.
The galvanizing force of the conference was the narrative of
the juvenile killer whale Moby Doll, his harpooning for science,
capture, and 3-month incarceration till he died. Then, the effect
that this close-hand experience has had on public and scientific
attitudes during the 50-years since the harpoon stuck in his
body. (Related article on page 8.)
The skillful highlighting of this story and hearing about
subsequent patient, passionate work of scientists is what made
the symposium so vibrant and vital.
Saturna Islander, Richard Blagborne had the vision (and a
broken ankle, which meant his partner Nancy did double duty!),
Saturna Heritage Commmittee and the Saturna Island Marine
Research and Education Society marshaled the details of
graphics, publicity and money, speakers and food, scheduling,
registration, filming and programming. The rest of us did our
small but necessary parts—from arranging flowers, washing
dishes, setting-up (including all the audio-visual equipment), to
seeing that two very tired young children of presenting guests
had a soft blanket-bed to fall asleep on at the fancy Saturday
night dinner while the jazz band played ‘Memories of You’.

Photo: Priscilla Ewbank

Bob Bruce, Bakshish Gill, and Richard Blagborne raise
Saturna’s heritage flag at East Point.

seals and sandstone and oystercatchers were all around.
Long-time champion of lighthouses, former senator Pat
Carney announced that the federal Department of the
Environment has declared both the East Point site and the
Fisgard Lighthouse in Victoria (built in 1860—BC’s oldest light)
protected under a heritage designation. She said that a country
and a people have to know their stories, where they came from,
and have iconic places on the ground, like lighthouses, to
connect us as communities, families, and as Canadian citizens.
The land is under the jurisdiction of Gulf Islands National
Park reserve and Alison Manley from the Vancouver office was
Heritage Fog Alarm Building
there to congratulate Saturna Community on the lease that we
In the afternoon, the symposium program and participants
moved out to East Point for a lovely ceremony at the Fog Alarm share with Parks Canada and on the community work and
Building with Richard Blagborne officiating. East Point was its inspiration that has turned the Fog Alarm Building into a
interpretive centre which tells our stories from Moby Doll to the
usual gorgeous self with dolphins, huge clouds sailing by and
the water and air currents shifting the light patterns. Eagles and Pig War. MP Elizabeth May was warm in her praise of the
SATURNA NOTES please turn to page 5

History of a Pipeline Inquiry
Jane Petch

F

or those at the May 18 Salt Spring
Forum, the Honorable Thomas Berger’s
story of the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline
Inquiry was a first-hand glimpse into Canadian
history, as well as a lesson about credibility for
pipeline inquiries today.
How did his iconic pipeline inquiry change
the face of Canadian commissions of inquiry
into the impact of energy megaprojects?
And what pointers could former BC
Supreme Court Judge Thomas Berger, the first
commissioner to give a public voice to
aboriginal concerns, pass on to help us deal
with the Northern Gateway hearings, and the
many other pipeline proposals confronting us
today?
The inquiry into the proposed gas pipeline
from the Beaufort Sea and the MacKenzie
River delta across the Yukon and Northwest
Territories into Alberta was initiated in 1974 by
Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau, over lunch.
Trudeau himself was vested in an
independent inquiry into the impacts of the
Arctic Pipeline on northerners and their
environment. He would later, at Berger’s
suggestion, take himself and his three sons
camping into the MacKenzie River delta to see
the land first hand.
For Berger, the pipeline inquiry was just
that, and inquire was what he did. In each of

+

the communities along the proposed route, he
held hearings.
Indoors, and outside, in log cabins and tents
and community halls, in tiny aboriginal
hamlets, and in four languages, he listened to
the concerns of the local people. To level the
playing field with industry, he managed to pry
a million dollars from Minister of Indian
Affairs, Jean Chretien, so that aboriginal and
environmental groups, among others, would
have access to lawyers and research tools to
prepare briefs.
‘I was criticized for taking too long,’ he said
wryly. He stalled for a year to give intervener
groups time to prepare. Meanwhile, some 300
industry ‘experts’ were also getting ready for
the formal hearings in Yellowknife, including
one ‘aesthetic’ expert who spoke about the
visual relief of a pipeline below for plane
passengers crossing the vast northern
expanses.
Justice Berger summarized his findings in
his two-volume 1977 report, ‘Northern
Frontier, Northern Homeland’. His
recommendations were accepted by the federal
government.
The outcome? No gas pipeline across the
environmentally fragile Yukon. A ten-year
moratorium on the construction of a pipeline
BERGER, please turn to page 5
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Year-round gardening starts here… all you need is a greenhouse!
Halls English Greenhouses are known for high quailty & affordability.
Five models, 6 or 8ft wide, 4 to14ft long. Easy to assemble kits.
See our website for details.

Russell Nursery, Island Agent for Halls Greenhouses
1370 Wain Road, North Saanich, BC (first exit off ferry)
250-656-0384 www.russellnursery.com/greenhouses

Our natural environment is no place
for household hazardous waste.
Bring your hazardous waste to the
Galiano Island Recycling Depot
220 Sturdies Bay Road, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm

June

22
2013

Household hazardous waste deﬁned.
Household hazardous waste is any waste from your home that you consider
to be dangerous or are unsure of. It includes any leftover household
products that are marked with the following symbols:

Flammable

Corrosive

Explosive

Poison

Common examples include pesticides, varnishes, paints, cleaners and
pool chemicals. Please remember this collection is for household waste
only, no industrial waste from commercial businesses.
For more information call the CRD Hotline 1.800.663.4425
Email: hotline@crd.bc.ca or visit www.crd.bc.ca

www.islandtides.com
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Dear Editor:
As a mother who had a safe and
empowering homebirth, attended by
a local registered midwife, I am
incredibly disappointed to hear of the
plight of Katie McNiven Gladman
RM, of Plum Midwifery in the Comox
Valley. Katie is highly revered in her
local birthing community and beyond,
but has been denied privileges to
attend births at St Joseph’s General
Hospital due to a ‘lack of collegiality’.
In an effort to have her privileges
reinstated, she must make an appeal
through the Hospital Appeal Board of
BC.
The midwifery model of care is
extremely important in that it allows
women the right to choose safe,
responsible care both during and after
pregnancy and birth. Midwives are in
high demand, and any community
that is fortunate enough to have
access to the services of a midwife
should be nurturing that relationship,
including at the bureaucratic level.
To learn more about Katie and this
CAMAS CAMEO
very important matter visit
Susan Banjavich
katiethemidwife.com.
Geri Elliott, Gabriola Island

Advertising The Summer Jobs Away

Dear Editor:
hekhov loved flowers very much. He had an
Why has the federal government reduced the number of
student summer jobs it sponsors when the youth job market
exquisite garden, and he was very proud of it.
still has not recovered from the recession?
Whenever ladies from the neighbouring estates
Under the Conservative government, the number of student paid him a visit, he personally selected and cut a rose
summer jobs has been cut by tens of thousands since 2006.

June Garden Calendar
 Spring Sole 

 2 small fillets of sole
 A basket of fresh greens
 Some sun ripened cherry tomatoes
 A few rose petals or small flowers such as fuchsias
or nasturtiums
 A generous bowl of fresh herbs such as: chives,
arugular, mint, borage, and of course – basil
Pick over the greens and discard anything less than
perfect. Wash them if you have to. Tear into small
pieces, toss and cover with a damp cloth at room
temperature. Pick over the herbs and chop finely.
Prepare a light salad dressing with white wine vinegar,
the tiniest pinch of salt & sugar, pepper, olive oil, grated
lemon rind and a few sliced almonds. Toss the salad.
Fry the sole in butter until barely cooked.
Put a handful of dressed salad greens on each plate.
Sprinkle with chopped herbs and place the fillet on top.
Sprinkle with more salad greens and herbs and liberally
scatter the plate with flowers.
Serve immediately al fresco with a fresh, hot loaf, soft
butter and a glass of Pinot Grigio. Insist that the phone
is switched off and buried under a heap of towels in the
bathtub.

IS YOUR

WELL WATER

G

- Brian Crumblehulme

ardening is for gardeners, for only they fully appreciate
the aesthetic of a rose opening in the rain or a carrot that
the slugs have missed. This has been a good spring. The
past couple of years have been unseasonably cool and wet, but this
season has seen a fair share of increasing warmth with a healthy
mix of sun and rain. The daffodils and hyacinths were magnificent,
so too the tulips, fawn and camas lilies.
Now we have iris, foxglove and poppies galore. Biennial and
perennial plants thrive in our climate and if they should bloom a
week earlier or later than statistics require, then so be it. It has
taken about five years to establish my perennial flower garden to
the point where it is mature enough to fill the gaps between the
plants and the time between the waves of flowers. Maintenance is
low and easy, which is not to say non-existent. When the flowers
are finished, I carefully remove any dead leaves and flowers,
fertilize gently, and wait until next year.
Meanwhile, the adjacent plants and bulbs expand for their
moment in the sun. Unless they are crowded, I do not dig up
spring bulbs or ever cut leaves off prematurely. They sleep where
they grow and each year they multiply, sometimes taking two or
three years to reach flowering size. The wild camas and fawn lilies,
and the nearly wild foxgloves and linaria, have naturalized and
readily re-seed themselves. Iris, poppies, day lilies, campanula and
so forth, spread vegetatively so these I do not allow to set seed.
Even a Gulf Island garden has only so much room for favourites.
The same principles apply to flowering bushes also. Lilacs I clip
back to encourage new growth and satisfy my sense of tidiness and
the illusion of control.
Chekhov was right, of course, it is pointless to give away teenage
flowers just coming into their prime. They will die soon enough
  

   

SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

C

Fewer students are getting help to create a
summer job where they can earn their first
work experience and money to pay for their
education.
This cut couldn’t have come at a worse
time. Youth unemployment is double the
national rate and there are 231,000 fewer
youth jobs in Canada since the recession. It’s
a tough economy these days for our young
people.
Bizarrely, instead of investing in our
youth by creating student summer jobs, the
Conservatives chose to spend millions of
taxpayer dollars on trying to snow-job
Canadians with their shameless selfpromoting commercials.
Every time one of these brutal Harper
ads interrupts your NHL playoff game,
know that the $95,000 cost of it could have
paid for 32 student summer jobs! Or in
other words, for everyone second these ads
are on the air, another unemployed young
Canadian could have had a job, but is going
without.
The government’s priorities seem to
have been set in a bubble, completely walled
off from the reality that Canadian families
are facing. That’s not good enough. We
should be doing more to help youth until
their job market recovers, not less.
Rodger Cuzner, MP Cape Breton–Canso 0

bouquet for them. However, he only cut ‘ripe’
flowers. The ladies on their way home, were always
surprised to see their roses dropping petals as soon
as they left.
—Alexandra Khotiantseva

without prematurely cutting them. He had already feasted on the
blooms, now he was willing to share that experience. Roses are a
special case. The varieties we have now bare little resemblance to
the old Damascus varieties brought back 800-years-ago from the
middle-east by returning Crusaders in love with an exotic culture.
Roses of today are Olympic athletes and demand massive TLC and
a calorie rich diet.
Always remove old blooms, practice a continuous low-level
pruning, and feed them every month. We have about 24 mixed
variety bush roses in a single bed with clumps of tulips scattered
between. They are all tough and this year, very healthy. If I leave
them alone we will enjoy one good flowering period with a few
straggling on through the summer. If I have water to spare and
soak them every two weeks or so with a dilute fertilizer, then we
will have fragrant spring roses all summer long. The half-dozen
rambler roses drooped over the rail fence and pergola produce a
massive spring show and again, with a little pruning, still carry a
few flowers through summer and early fall.
A fun project when the roses are beginning to fade and drop
petals is to gather up baskets of petals while they are still fragrant.
With petals strewn across the dinner table you can imagine you
are a Roman Emperor. Strewn across your bed you can imagine
something else. Or, you can simply roll then into little balls and let
them dry for winter decorations and a reminder of warm sunny
days.
And warm sunny days are the perfect recipe for sowing real
vegetables: carrots and parsnips, cabbages and kale, squash and
late peas and beans for Thanksgiving. 0

The Simple
High-Performance
Septic System
Eljen GSF…Your Affordable
Solution for Today’s
Wastewater Challenges!
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BULLETIN BOARD

AUTO

HOME & PROPERTY

Car Rentals

Near Sidney, Saanich,
Victoria, Ferries & Airport
Seniors’ Specials
Long & Short Term
Mention ad for discount!

• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING
TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE

1-800-746-7444
250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com
drill@drillwell.com

1.800.809.0788
gsaautorentals.com

FREE!

Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

A May walk in the rain. Pender Island insurance agency staff set
out on Western Financial’s ‘Support The Cause’ 5km walk. On
Pender, funds raised have gone to the medical centr e, the fire
department and to a yearly highschool student bursary.

SATURNA NOTES from page 3
community and for Pat Carney and her
diligence and persistence.
We all marched down to the very tip of the
peninsula and Islanders, Bakshish Gill, Bob
Bruce and Richard Blagborne unfurled our
new Saturna Heritage flag and displayed our
new bronze plaque commemorating the
Spanish explorers. Bakshish was the impetus
for the first plaque placed in 1991 to honour the
historical moment of 1791. (This plaque was
stolen two months ago.) Bakshish notes that
history is fluid. New discoveries have brought
to light that the old plaque was in error!
Narvaez was not the pilot at the time the

FIREWOOD

FOR SALE
2-4 Cord Loads
Seasoned Fir
Call Ian for pricing

250-539-5463

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

Water Wells
Aquifers
Groundwater

longboat was charting these waters unknown
to the Spanish. Pilot Pantoja was and we are
providentially able to correct that mistake! Oh,
the stories and the research and the curiosity
we humans have!
Then, at the very end of our symposium
weekend, to the utter delight of the remaining
human beings, three humpback whales came
by traveling north around East Point—nobody
could have organized a more delightful finale!
0

Ed’s Note: The symposium makes me wonder
what thoughtless act are being carried out
today that will seem barbaric in 50-years

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599

On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications

- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

• Docks • Moorings

Ross Walker

250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

MOORINGS

INSTALLED, SERVICED,
MAINTAINED
Dock Chain Inspection
& Replacement

Chris West
Dive Services

250-888-7199/250-538-1667

cdwest@telus.net

(250) 658-1701
information@hy-geo.com

www.hy-geo.com

Dave’s Drilling
& Blasting
Dave
250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640

• Ramps • Pile Driving

HAVE BOAT • WILL TRAVEL

an issue during his hearings in the seventies,
Berger acknowledged. ‘I don’t like the idea of
committing a judgement of such vast
importance to a panel of three people,’ he said
and added, in a surprisingly honest way, ‘I’m
worried too about climate change, and I don’t
know what the next step is.’
‘I’m terrified by the damage tanker spills
could do to our coast… What can the little
person, like us, do?’ asked a concerned woman.
‘We’re not little people,’ Berger told her,
‘Most of the great things that have been
accomplished are by movements like the one
you are a part of. People’s movements can
achieve great things. Don’t rely on politicians
to win these battles for you. The abolition of
slavery was not brought about by government.’
Pointing to this month’s successful
Manitoba lawsuit by the Metis, he noted that
the Metis were told theirs was a hopeless case.
‘Governments have an urgency to develop
energy—that’s the way we were all brought up,’
he told his audience. Our role as citizens is to
make our voices heard. More important than
anything else will be the views of the people
who live along the pipeline routes.
Today, the 2,000 kilometer MacKenzie Gas
Project is on the books again, led by Calgarybased Imperial Oil, with Cabinet approval in
2011, and support of both the Northwest
Territories and the Aboriginal Pipeline Group
which has a potential 30% interest.
Many of the same native leaders who,
during the time of Tom Berger’s inquiry,
vehemently opposed the pipeline now support
it. Whether it is built or not, at the cost of over
sixteen billion dollars, Berger’s legacy is a
credible framework for different interests to
work together.
The Northern Gateway Inquiry should take
note. 0

Hy-Geo
Consulting
Technical services for

MARINE

BERGER from page 3
across the Northwest Territories. Two National
Parks to protect critical wildlife habitat
(including the Porcupine Caribou). The
settlement of aboriginal land claims and the
drafting of aboriginal land use agreements, key
to aboriginal control over land use planning.
Above all, an enduring framework and
standard for environmental, social and
economic impact assessment.
The Berger Report, deliberately written in
layman’s language, would become a
touchstone for other aboriginal groups
protecting their homelands from large industry
and, in writer Paul Hawken’s words,
‘globalization, the pursuit of progress through
resource extraction and economic expansion’.
At the Salt Spring Forum talk, moderator
Helène Narayana asked the question on
everyone’s mind, ‘It is unthinkable today that
the government would go to such lengths to
consult. Do we live on a different planet today?
What happened?’
What happened indeed? As another
audience member pointed out, only those
deemed to be directly impacted by the
Enbridge Pipeline are allowed to give their
views at the Northern Gateway hearings today.
For some, it was disappointing that Berger
himself had no direct advice in terms of the
shortcomings of current pipeline hearings and
what could be done. Like so many of the elders
he himself had listened to, instead of advice, he
told stories about his search for justice and the
protection of rights.
His stories are lessons about impartiality,
accessibility, and the consequent credibility of
the public inquiry process.
Questions from the packed ArtSpring
audience touched on the contributions of the
pipelines to carbon emissions, global warming
and climate change. Climate change was not

Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up
also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

An Island Family Business for
47 Years!

Besley

“We don’t stand
behind our work,
we stand behind a tree.”

Design & Build

Foundations & Framing
Siding & Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Renovations & Additions
Timberworks & Arbors
25 years experience
Licensed & Insured
Call Ron for free estimate
rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885

JOBS

• harvesting systems
• design • installation
• service
BOB BURGESS

250-246-2155

bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

Building?
Renovating?
Planning?
Island Tides’
advertisers help
you get it done.

Applications are invited
for substitute/casual
work as Building Service
Worker (BSW) at
Mayne Island School. For
further information
refer to School District
#64 website at:
http://sd64.bc.ca/jobinformation/.

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)
Applications are invited
for the temporary
contract position of
Early Childhood
Educator (ECE) for the
Pender Islands Strong
Start BC outreach pilot
project. Please refer to
School District #64
website at
http://www.sd64.bc.ca/st
aff.html for further
information.

250-474-7325

Metal & Torch-On
20+ Years Experience
BBB, Licensed, Insured, WCB,
Visa M/C • Excellent references

www.soarecontracting.com

REAL ESTATE
Salt Spring Island. For sale by owner:
MLS:
X2563452.
Beautifully
renovated, move-in ready, 2,904. sq.
ft. home on 0.5 acr e lot in gr eat
neighbourhood.
Website:
www.karenbobpotter.com phone 250538-2013

FOR RENT
Hope Bay, Pender Island. 3-bedroom,
2-bathroom house on Hooson Rd.
Woodstove, large deck, quiet ar ea.
$950/mo. 1-yr lease. 250-629-3033

MEETINGS

School District #64 (Gulf Islands).
A regular meeting of the Boar d
of School Trustees will be held
at School Board Office, Rainbow
Road, on Wednesday, June 12, 2013
commencing at 1pm.
Agenda:
http://sd64.bc.ca/district/schoolboard-meetings. Public Welcome!

www.islandtides.com

www.islandtides.com
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ROUND THE ISLANDS

ICE BEAR TALKS ABOUT ‘CROW’ TO A VISITOR

Lucky Winner

The Montague Gathering

Mother Tongue Publishing of Salt Spring has announce that
Kathy Para of Gibsons is contest winner in its search for the
‘Great BC Novel’. Her debut novel Lucky was chosen from a
short-listed of five. Final judge Caroline Adderson commented:
‘Lucky is a beautiful, harsh novel, tension-filled, its language
startling and fresh. It’s also funny, thanks to the unflinching
perceptions of its daring and damaged protagonist, Ani, war
photojournalist and surly survivor. Lucky me. I got to read this
book first.’

Victor also tells us the connect-the-islands-by-boat adventurers,
Island Connections, are getting underway for the third year.
This year the group campsite at Montague Provincial Park has
been booked, so that the exchange of inter-island friendship and
inspiration can go on into the evenings and through breakfasts.
The campsite has been booked for Wednesday, August 7,
though Friday August 9. The main open-air program will take
place on Thursday, August 8—more information as it becomes
available.

Composting Paper Towels wins Green
Games Prize
Pender Islands Elementary-Secondary School won one of the
$1,000 prizes in this year’s BC Green Games! Julie Johnson,
Resource Teacher of the Spring Leaves Family Learning
Program thanks to all the students, staff and teachers who
helped put together or have participated in the Paper Towel
Composting Program. See the winning entry:
http://2013.bcgreengames.ca.

Quadra’s Salty Beavers
A tough (and slightly crazy) group of Quadra Island women,the
Salty Beavers, are taking on the challenge of doing a Tough

Ice Bear In Sidney
On May 18, at the Peninsula Gallery in Sidney, artist Ice Bear
opened a new show of his varied work, including sculptures and
several large works from his current series.
Ice Bear is probably best known to islanders for his massive
mural (Nil/tu,o) on the side of the Telus building at Beacon and
Resthaven in downtown Sidney. It’s now been there for some
fifteen years, and the artist will be working on restoring the
weathered spots during June and early July. Ice Bear also
created the mural on the end wall of Fairway Market and
another in Victoria.
This exhibition is, however, quite different; abstracts that
express a series of spiritual visions (and the series is not finished
yet)—spectacular canvases, and they must be seen to be
appreciated.

Help The Kelp
Victor Anthony from Gabriola lets us know that a grassroots
group called Help The Kelp aims to work on the reestablishment of formerly abundant kelp beds around Gabriola.
The group has already connected with groups on Hornby and
Mayne. Victor asks if there are any other groups on the coast
working towards a similar goal? ‘Sharing the knowledge and the
experience is always a good thing.’ says Victor. Contact him
through victorsez@gmail.com.

Ready to list your home?

You have worked hard to build equity …PROTECT IT!
For a better approach to selling your property, call:

Never Any Commission • Service Available Throughout BC

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

BUY

RECYCLED
HOMES

RAISE

INCREASE
SQ. FOOTAGE
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SUBDIVIDE
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FIX YOUR
FOUNDATION

WWW.NICKELBROS.COM 1-866-320-2268
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Mudder race in Whistler, this 16-18 km challenge with extreme
obstacles is taking place in June.
The Quadra gals plan on belly-crawling through mud,
scaling walls, swinging hand-over-hand above icy water, and
negotiating under multiple electric fence lines on hand and
knee.
The
Tough Mudder
organization asks participants
to help the war vet charity,
Wounded Warriors, so the
Salty Beavers are holding a
fundraising dinner to support
the cause and team expenses.
Galiano Island’s guitar viruoso, Brad Prevedoros, is playing at
the Heriot Bay Inn dinner at which one of the Salty Beavers will
take a public arctic plunge. (See ‘What’s On?’, page 7 for another
Heriot Bay event.)

Riding Newsletter
Elizabeth May’s latest MP newsletter to residents of
Saanich–Gulf Islands gives a very intelligent description of the
Canada-China FIPA and the problems with it. This description
is quite remarkable and certainly assumes a high state of
intelligence on the part of readers.

Bully Files Scholarships

The Gulf Islands Film & Television School (GIFTS) has
announced the results of its campaign to raise funds for
troubled/bullied youth. The campaign included contributions
from the general public and raised a grand total of $6,576 which,
with GIFTS own pledge to match donations, translating into the
15 scholarships available across British Columbia.
GIFTS founder George Harris decided it was important to
create The Bully Files after stories in the media made it clear
that there was a need for youth to have their own voice. Youth
Bob Dylan Birthday Party
who have experienced bullying first-hand on either end of the
May 24: not just the Queen’s official birthday, but also Bob
spectrum are encouraged to apply for the program.
Dylan’s. He’s actually 72, and has been songwriting, touring,
Entering is easy and online. Winners will be chosen based
and performing for over fifty years. Galiano has been celebrating on their passion and personal need. The competition closes
his birthdayfor eighteen years, of late in the South Galiano Hall. June 30 and winners will be announced July 1. Students will
A typical Island event, the evening starts with a potluck
have the chance to tell us their story at camp this August 26-31.
supper, and then gradually settles down to a parade of artists
The program was originally offered to students over Spring
with an enormous collection of guitars of all types. The music,
Break 2013 and was attended by students from the Comox
presented from a cluttered stage amid a tangle of cables, only
Valley, Nanaimo, Victoria and Vancouver. The impact on the
gets better year by year.
students was profound, and so GIFTS launched the campaign
Every birthday brings the discovery of new talent (who
to fund a second media camp this summer.
knew?); the program is informal, to say the least. Mid-evening,
Any late donations through June 30 will continue to be
the proceedings are interrupted by the ceremonial lighting and matched , increasing the number of scholarships available. If
extinguishing of Bob’s Birthday Cake, its large size dictated by
you know anyone who has been affected by bullying and could
the numbers of candles needed—this year a spectacular
use an outlet to express themselves creatively in a supportive,
conflagration. It took several people to blow them all out.
team environment, tell them about The Bully Files.
Bob would feel right at home. Each year, everybody holds
GIFTS has been producing amazing programming for
their breath to see if he will show up.
youngster and adults for 17 years 0

BRAD

Bob Herr, Managing Broker

Phone: 250.382.2885, Email: rwherr@shaw.ca

Fishy Award
Our super fishing and hunting writer Ralph Shaw gained some
well-deserved recognition. He was thrice-honoured by the
Northwest Outdoor Writers Association at their Idaho
Convention. He placed 3rd in the best newspaper fishing
column, 3rd in hunting news, and 3rd overall in the outdoor
column category. Way to go Ralph! Look for his column in our
next edition.

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…
We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.
Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

250.539.2936

SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND

T

he BC Choral Federation’s flagship
event, Chorfest 2013, brought
children’s, youth and adult choirs to
Nanaimo May 17-19 to amply demonstrate the
BCCF motto, ‘Choral music, a lifelong joy’.
Singers came from the big Island, the Gulf
Islands and elsewhere to join voices, learn, and
to —as one participant put it—’luxuriate in a
fabulous weekend of wonderful music and
gifted musicians’.
Chorfest rotates throughout the province,
and this year it was Nanaimo that mounted an
intensive weekend of clinics, workshops and a
superb gala performance that drew some 250
singers, distinguished choir directors, and
clinicians to the Nanaimo Conference Centre
and to Port Theatre for a Sunday’s sell-out gala.
‘Sing Canadian’ was the focus of Chorfest
2013, and the varied program for the final gala
concert showcased the excellence of Canada’s
writers and composers. The sweet voices of the
children’s choir included the world premiere
performance of The Linnet, a choral federation
commissioned project. The very vibrant youth
choir performed a number of Canadian works,
as well as a Xhosa song from South Africa.
The adult choir, many of whom were well
into long lifetimes as choristers, showed equal
polish, vitality and versatility in a range of
music from madrigal, to sacred music, to
gospel, and everything in between. The final
massed choir performance included All the
Little Rivers composed by Larry Nickel, using
the words of Canadian poet Bliss Carman; and
Song for Canada composed by Paul Halley.
Star clinician this year was Edmontonbased Dr Laurier Fagnan who has served as
vocal coach/clinician for numerous festivals
across Canada, as well as being a distinguished
speaker at European choral conferences. Dr
Fagnan was joined as a clinician by Marni
Strome, Artistic Director of the Calgary
Children’s Choir. She recently completed a

choral and orchestral conducting master class
in Varna, Bulgaria.
Leading the youth clinics was Frances
Roberts, a teacher for 22 years at Argyle
Secondary, North Vancouver, where she
directs three concert choirs and two vocal
jazz/chamber ensembles. She has a dynamic
conducting style that drew sensitivity and
vivacity from the youth choir she taught and
directed for Chorfest.
Four featured workshops included ‘Use it!
Don’t lose it’ with Dr Garry Froese, Director of
the Malaspina Choir in Nanaiamo and the
Linden Singers in Victoria; ‘Good Vibrations:
Using music to refresh and renew’ with Laurie
Munroe, music therapist and director of
AVIVA Women’s Chorus; ‘Transform Your
Vocal Sound and Technique with Bel Canto
Principles’ with Dr Laurier Fagnan; and ‘Circle
of Sound’ with Bill Perison.

Gail Lund Rocks Chorfest
Highly regarded choral director, accompanist,
composer and arranger, Gail Lund, was
honoured with the Herbert Kent Award at
Nanaimo’s Chorfest 2013. The award is given
to ‘individuals who display outstanding
commitment and responsibility to choral
music, long-term participation in choirs and
choral singing, and long-term service to
regional choirs.’
Music Director of the Gabriola Island
Singers for nearly 30 years and co-director of
the Malaspina Choir for six years, Gail was
introduced to the Chorfest banquet audience
on May 18, by respected Gabriola musician
John Capon.
Capon said, ‘First of all, Gail is one of the
finest musicians I have ever met. That is
coming from my 53 years as a full time
professional musician.
‘She has a way of making the process of
rehearsing a joyful experience by empowering
inexperienced choristers and challenging those

ETGI connects

Judith Solie-Engelhardt and Helen O'Brian

T

he ‘Experience The (Southern) Gulf
Islands’ trails project got a breathtaking
new context on Wednesday, May 15. At
Mary Winspear Centre, islanders from Mayne,
Galiano, the Penders, Saturna, and Salt Spring
Island were welcomed by Southern Gulf
Islands Diector David Howe. It is strange that,
despite two inter-looping ferries, meetings
which involve the Southern Islands and Salt
Spring are most conveniently held on the big
island in Sidney.
We listened to a series of presentations by
agencies and groups developing regional trails
that will link to the proposed Southern Gulf
Islands trails network.
We were introduce to the ‘Experience the
Fraser’ group followed by an update from Ed
Andrusiak, chair of the Experience The Gulf
Islands project. Carolyn Stewart presented
information about the CRD Regional Trails
System. Dan Brown was next up with
information about the Cowichan Valley
Regional District Trails System.
By that point, it was becoming apparent
that we in the southern Gulf Islands are
connecting to a much wider trail system in the
regions around us.
The next three presenters, John Hawkings
of the Provincial Trails Network, Leon Lebrun
from Trails BC, and Jim Bishop of the Trans
Canada Trail (TCT), strengthened the growing

feeling of connection—provincial and national.
In all cases, presenters made the point that
trails are created in the first place for local
residents, so that folks can walk and cycle
around in their own place, walk their dogs,
enjoy their local landscapes, get out in the fresh
air for fun and exercise. These local trails can
then lead to planned and extended, humanpowered recreation.
We also learned from Leon Lebrun that the
Tsawwassen First Nations is creating the Great
Blue Heron Way that will connect along the
coast from Musqueam up to Squamish.
According to Jim Bishop 24,000km of the
Trans Canada Trail (TCT) is due for
completion by 2017; currently 75% of BC’s
Trans Canada Trail is complete. When
complete, it will be a spine across Canada, with
loops and alternate trails, just like the ones we
know on SGI and the Saanich Peninsula.
The afternoon was given over to Danica
Rice who has been hired as ETGI Trail Planner.
We sat together as islands while she proceeded
to put us through various exercises.
Danica now has lots of information about
each island and will, in the next 4-6 weeks, be
visiting each island to walk and assess the
existing trails as well as helping to plot out
desired links to the existing trails. Later in the
summer she will call public information
meetings on each island. 0

May recognized for lifelong environmental work

Elizabeth May, MP, Saanich-Gulf Islands, has received a citation from the Canadian
Meteorological and Oceanographic Society (CMOS) for her lifelong work promoting
environmental issues and science. It was presented at CMOS’s congress in Saskatoon.
Accepting on Ms May’s behalf were: Dr Gordon McBean, OC, President-elect of International
Council for Science; Chair, Canadian Climate Forum, Director of Policy for the Institute for
Catastrophic Loss Reduction, and former ADM of Environment Canada, and internationally
renowned expert on water and climate.
Dr Jim Bruce, OC. Bruce has held positions as Environment Canada Director and ADM, is
Acting Deputy Secretary General of the World Meteorological Organization, and is Co-Chair of
the Economic and Social Dimensions Working Group of the IPCC. 0
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who are more experienced. She has
a wonderful sense of humour and
is well-loved by all who work with
her.
‘Gail’s choice of repertoire for
her choir is wonderful. Her
productions feature music from
many cultures and many styles. She
is comfortable with classical, jazz,
pop, folk, trad. You name it and she
is there.’
John Capon also praised Sharon
Wishart who was awarded the
Joyce O Maguire Award ‘for
outstanding long-term service as a
choral accompanist’.‘I congratulate
Serious Study: Gail Lund and Laurier Fagnan at Chorfest
the producers of Chorfest for
choosing these two wonderful people to receive awards this evening,’ Capon concluded. 0
Photo: DON BUTT

Chorfest rocks Nanaimo -Mary Gillis

What’s On?
VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS

Single-venue (50 words): $33.60, $39.90 w
image • Multi-venue (70 words):$44.10/, $50.40
w image • Includes gst, payment with order by
Visa or MasterCard please.

Now till the end of June

June 27 to October 12

Saturday & Sunday, June 15& 16

Cellozen for Cellists 18years+ and for mature
younger cellists—Principal Cellist Philip Hansen,
Calgary Philharmonic will offer technique studies to
all levels, performance opportunities, private
lessons and repertoire master classes; Rosen
Sokolov MA Kinesiology will focus on core
strength training • Cost: $200, accommodation
available • INFO: visit www.cellozen.com •
QUADRA

IceBear, of Sidney wall mural High Tide Concerts – Ziggy Marley: Thurs, June
fame—exhibition of
27, Royal Theatre, 8pm;
spectacular new works in
Steve Miller Band:
acrylic • Peninsula Gallery,
Sun, June 30, Archie
Beacon Ave • Monday to
Browning Sports
Saturday, 9am to 5pm •
Centre, 7:30pm; Fred
THE GREAT WHEEL Please drop in • Info:
Eaglesmith: Thurs, Aug
www.pengal.com, 1-877-787-1896, • SIDNEY
1, Hermann’s Jazz Club,
8pm; The Beach Boys:
Saturdays, June to September
Thurs, Aug 22, Port
Ganges Saturday Market Scenic Shuttle—enjoy
Theatre, 7:30pm; Don McLean: Sat, Oct 12, Alix
a cruise, viewing abundant wildlife and maybe
Goolden Performance Hall, 7:30pm • Info &
even see Orca on the way to the vibrant market
Tickets: hightideconcerts.net; McPherson Box
and Ganges sightseeing and shopping • Depart
Office 250.386.6121, & Port Theatre (Beach Boys)
Pender, Mayne and Saturna every Saturday
250.754.8550 • VICTORIA & NANAIMO
morning, returning at 12:30pm • $85 return inc tax
Sunday, June 23
• Info & booking: Peter at dstinfo@shaw.ca, 25015th Annual Gabriola Island Home & Garden
539-3211/604-377-5385 • PENDER, MAYNE,
Tour—self-guided tour
GALIANO & SALT SPRING
from 10am-5pm •
Every Saturday, until Thanksgiving
Tickets: $20, in
Pender Islands’ Farmers’ Market—fresh, local
Nanaimo: Dig This,
produce, baked goods, local art, artisan works &
Diana’s Garden Centre,
demonstrations, culinary delights; guest speakers
Blue Poppy Garden
on current topics, buskers, musicians; bring your
Gallery, Buckerfields;
friends and family, enjoy lunch or a snack, you
on Gabriola: Artworks,
never know what you’ll find or who you’ll meet! •
WheelBarrel Nursery & Wild Rose Garden Centre •
Community Hall • 9:30am-1pm • Info: www.pifi.ca
Car-free Gabriola Community Bus Tour $69,
• PENDER
includes lunch, tour guide, contact Elly 250 247
Sunday, June 9
8792 • Info: Wendy Shaw at 250-247-7558,
Oceans Day in the Park—celebrate our ocean
www.phc-gabriola.org, • GABRIOLA ISLAND
with divers, marine biologists, ocean critters,
Canada Day, Monday, July 1
paddles in the bay, kids games, crafts, face
64th Annual Saturna Island Lamb Barbeque—
painting, demos & interactive displays • noon –
traditional lamb dinner or casual and vegetarian
4pm • Descanso Bay Regional Park, 595 Taylor
fare, children’s games, live entertainment, beer
Bay Road • All welcome • Info: 250.247.8255 •
garden, arts & crafts, moorage at Winter Cove,
GABRIOLA
shuttle to/from ferries dock (sorry, no dogs) • Gulf
Saturday, June 15
Islands National Park Reserve, Winter Cove Park •
Weaving Studio Contents Sale—200 books on
Grounds open 10am-4:30pm; dinner served 1:30weaving, basketry, aboriginal fabric arts, knitting
2:30pm • Dinner tickets: Adults $20, Children $10,
and more, some out of print; custom-ordered and Group tickets available • Info: Melanie Gaines,
imported yarn, mohair, silk, cotton, wools, chenille, 250.539.2452; www.saturnalambbarbeque.com •
rayon, linen • 354 Old Scott Road, 10am–3pm •
SATURNA
Info: 250-537-0880.• SALT SPRING
20th Denman Island Home & Garden Tour—12
incredible properties
offer inspiration and
delight.; find out why
people come from all
over to experience this
tour • 9:30am–5:00pm,
daily • Tickets: $18 at
local outlets, by phone
250.335.2148 or online: denmanconservancy.org
• DENMAN

Saturday, July 20-Thursday 26,

Thursday, July 25 to Monday, July 29

The 3rd Annual Discovery Islands Festival of
Chamber Music—world-class musicians under
Saturday June 22
the directorship of Phil Hansen in a feast of
Murder Mystery at Deadwood Saloon—a
Baroque music • July 25 to 28:Quadra Island, July
delicious interactive dinner 29: Fanny Bay; venues: Kameleon Restaurant,
with costume, character
South End Farm & Winery, Quadra Community
and whodunit prizes •
Centre, Gowlland Harbour Resort and Fanny Bay
Herons at the Heriot Bay
Hall •Tickets: Early Bird until July 2: $25 to $30,
Inn • 6 pm • $49/seat
gourmet food included, 1.888.605.4545 to reserve
includes dinner; $99
• Info: www.difestival.com, 250.285.3322 •
includes dinner and a room; QUADRA & FANNY BAY
reserve in advance 1.888.605.4545 or visit
www.heriotbayinn.com • QUADRA ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, June 15 & 16
Mozart and Salieri
Requiems—a rare
opportunity to here
both requiems in one
performance, Music
Director and Conductor
Jim Stubbs directs
Bach on the Rock's
Salt Spring Chamber
Orchestra with Choir and Soloists • Fulford Hall •
SAT: 7:30pm, SUN: 2pm • Tickets: $20, RE/MAX
Salt Spring and at the door • SALT SPRING

A GREAT PRICE TO

LET 40,000 PEOPLE
KNOW ABOUT YOUR
EVENT!

islandtides@islandtides.com
250.629.3660
www.islandtides.com
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Saturna orca symposium
Christopher Porter
Saturna, with a population of just over 300, saw an amazing
influx of over 200 people for the highly successful Moby Doll
Symposium on Saturday, May 25.
They crowded into Saturna’s recreation centre to listen to
leading Orca experts. The symposium was put on by the Saturna
Heritage Society in celebration of the official opening of the
renovated Fog Alarm Building Visitor Centre at East Point on
the Island’s southern tip.
Set in motion by Richard Blagborne, the symposium was
inspired by Fog Alarm Building visitors’ keen interest in the
Moby Doll exhibit. Moby Doll was the first British Columbia
killer whale (Orcinus orca) ‘collected’ for public display at the
Vancouver Aquarium. In fact, the original plan was to kill an
Orca in order to build a lifelike statue! After the whale was
harpooned at Saturna’s East Point, while watching the whale’s
pod members help it to the surface to breathe, the crew had a
change of heart. The plan switched from killing it to trying to
save it.
The symposium opened with Kathy Heise describing the
situation at the time of the capture in 1964. Whaling in BC was
still active and legal with over 20,000 whales being harvested
off our shores. A majority of the public viewed the Orca at that
time as a fishing pest and a monster of the sea. In fact
Department of Fisheries already had a plan to set up a .5-calibre
machine-gun at Seymour Narrows to shoot multiple killer
whales.
Dr Murray Newman, Vancouver Aquarium’s founder and
project originator described, through a series of slides, the 90days Moby Doll spent in Vancouver Harbour. He shared with
me that ‘the moment we could hand feed Moby Doll, we knew
that the killer whale had no reason to be feared.’
Dr Patrick McGeer was the project’s lead scientist and
recalled the medical and biological knowledge gained from
Moby Doll. One of the most evident was a surprising revelation
that Moby Doll, named by a radio contest, was in fact a male.
Everything from finding out what killer whales ate to what
medication doses you give a whale had to be learned through
trial and error.
Thousands of people came to see Moby Doll and and a few
inspired visitors became leading orca experts.
The symposium’s afternoon opened with Dr John Ford from
UBC and Department of Fisheries & Oceans, one of the pioneers
of orca research. He was 9-years-old when he saw Moby Doll

Orca joy!

Photo: Miles Ritter

in Vancouver. The visit inspired his choice of career. He outlined
the amount of information learned since 1964, describing the
revelation that there were three different types of orca; northern
and southern residents, transients and offshores which hunt
sharks. This was discovered by Dr Mike Bigg’s unique photo
identification system of the dorsal fin and saddle patch,
requiring no physical capture of whales.
Ford’s recording of Moby Doll vocals brought a reverential
silence to the crowd. These recordings were used to identify that
Moby Doll was from Southern Gulf Islands’ J- Pod.
Dr Kenneth Balcomb, of the Centre of Whale Research in
Friday Harbor challenged the crowd to do more in protecting
the Southern Resident group of whales that frequent the Gulf
Islands.
He outlined the years of his research identifying the maternal
bloodlines of the resident Orcas and how it shows their
population still has not recovered from the captures of killer
whales for aquariums, which were inspired by Moby Doll.
Added to the problem is the issue of a threatened Chinook
salmon fishery, the resident whales’ favorite diet. He voiced
clearly a need to halt salmon farms and give wild salmon a
chance for recovery before it is too late.
The symposium ended with Dr Lance Barrett-Leonard and
Dr Peter Tosh discussing the future challenges orcas and their
research face. Barrett-Leonard shared a unique look at the
cultural learning aspects of orcas and how this will be a field for

Ship To Shore

It’s time for a clean break.

www.shiptoshore.ca

Tree Service
Island-to-Island
Tree Removal
Topping /Thinning
Pruning
Lot Clearing

Arborist by Boat
John Racine

250.668.2186

Roasting Fancy Coffee

for mail orders since 1982

young scientists to study as humans continue to interact with
the creatures.
Peter Tosh shared how, finally, toxic levels in orcas are
dropping since increased control and ban of such chemicals as
PCBs. He voiced concern about the policy of the current federal
government in eliminating such research and scientists from
the public sector.
In general, a guarded optimism was shared by many
symposium-goers. I sensed that we were at a crossroad of killer
whale recovery in the Gulf Islands. While other areas of BC
thrive, our own area faces challenges that the public need to
address.
In 1964, Moby Doll inspired a change of heart about BC’s
killer whales. Fifty-years later this symposium challenges us to
remember his and J-pod’s sacrifice for this knowledge. Most
importantly, how will the next 50 years look for the Gulf Islands’
orcas?
Learn more about Moby Doll the symposium and the
speakers at sustainableislands.ca/wp-content/uploads/MobyDoll-Programme.pdf and at www.SaturnaHeritage.ca. 0

Sewer project hires PR firm
The Greater Victoria sewage commission, a group of seven
professionals engaged by the Capital Regional District to
manage the implementation of the $783 million sewage
scheme, has engaged a PR firm to inform the public about the
project.
Acumen Communications Group, who have worked for the
Victoria Police Department and the Victoria International
Marina, will be paid up to $50,000 to plan and manage public
communications for the commission.
The project has faced considerable public criticism, ranging
from its choice of sites for major facilities to a significant number
of Victorians who feel that the entire project is unnecessary.
Recent purchase of a property on Viewfield Road in Esquimalt
for a sludge processing plant has led to further controversy –
Esquimalt residents feel that location of both the major sewage
plants in Esquimalt is unfair.
Acumen president Kim Van Bruggen was quoted as saying
that people aren’t getting all the facts.
The sewage commission was established by the provincial
and federal governments, who are paying two-thirds of the cost
of the project. Chair Brenda Eaton said the intention of hiring a
PR firm was ‘to put out basic information’. She denied that its
purpose was to influence public support for the project. 0

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com
We know that sometimes letting go feels complicated. But it really isn’t. There are
ways to make your break-up painless and better for the environment. Don’t abandon it
as a “free” item in the street. It’s time for a clean break. Go to myrecyclopedia.ca and
ﬁnd out how to properly dispose of your unwanted item. Make the smart, safe and

PREMIUM
FIR FLOORING
FROM THE GULF ISLANDS

environmentally friendly choice to properly reduce, reuse or recycle. Please

1.888.296.8059
www.wintonhomes.ca

dispose responsibly.

You’ll be right at home!
PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY:

COLOUR MINI-ADS - BE SEEN!
Environmentally Friendly
Salvaged Old Growth Fir
Wide Plank Vertical Grain

East Point Millwork
www.crd.bc.ca

604-377-5385
www.ecofir.com
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