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in March
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Pender Island’s children festival was a big hit with the young set (see story, page 6).

Liberal motion would hoist new
Fisheries Act for six months
On the first day’s debate of second reading of
the minority Conservative government’s
proposed new Fisheries Act, Bill C-45, the
Liberal opposition introduced an amendment
that would delay further parliamentary debate
on the Bill by six months.
Scott Simms, Liberal member for
Bonavista–Gander–Grand Falls–Windsor
moved for the delay in order to provide more
time for consultation with stakeholders. The
omnibus bill has been widely criticized by
fishermen and conservation groups for lack of
prior consultation, and the government had
refused to send the Bill to committee prior to
second reading.
The February 23 parliamentary session ran
out of time before the amendment could come
to a vote, but fisheries minister Loyola Hearn
later expressed the opinion that the Liberals'
action may have effectively killed the Bill.
Conservation groups across Canada have

been calling for the withdrawal of Bill C-45.’
The groups maintain that the proposed Bill is
flawed and fails to adequately mandate
protection for Canada’s marine and freshwater
environments or for environmental protection
in general.
‘This proposed Bill falls far short of our
expectations,’ commented Bill Wareham,
acting director for the David Suzuki
Foundation’s Marine Conservation Program.
‘Our review of the Bill found significant shortcomings. The Bill lacks language that requires
the Minister of Fisheries to protect Canada’s
fish and fish habitat.’
Bill C-45 was introduced to parliament by
the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans in early
December 2006. Although the current
Fisheries Act is outdated and needs to be
modernized, the conservation groups said Bill
C-45 has major failings that needed addressing
FISHERIES ACT, please turn to page 3

Commentary by Patrick Brown

Elephant Hunt—SPP and TILMA
Trade Agreements
n CBC radio the other day, Tom
D’Aquino, of the Canadian Council of
Chief Executives, defended the Security
and Prosperity Partnership of North America
(SPP).
One of the issues he dealt with was the
frequently heard criticism that the entire
process, which affects myriad aspects of
government and business, was being conducted
behind closed doors, away from public scrutiny,
and without legislation or parliamentary debate.
This particular criticism had arisen that day
because political movers and shakers (which
included Peter MacKay and Condoleezza Rice)
had just heard (behind closed doors) from a
group
called
the
North
American
Competitiveness Council, which represents big
business in the US, Canada, and Mexico.
But, said Mr D’Aquino, the SPP is not secret
at all—all three hundred recommendations are
available for anyone to read on the internet.

O

There is, as he disingenuously says, a vast
amount of material available on the internet—
for those who have the equipment, the
expertise and the time to read it, and the
background to understand it. However it is
carefully spun in euphemistic phrases, unlikely
to be examined in detail or understood.
And even more worrying, focusing on the
details will not bring you to understand the
larger implications for sovereignty and
democracy. Rest assured, you are intended to
miss those blue elephants in the corners.

Cash-in-lieu for James
Island development
At the February meeting of the North Pender Island
Local Trust Committee, trustees voted in favour of
accepting cash-in-lieu from the developer of James
Island rather than receiving dedicated parkland for
the Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area.
The developer offered a minimum of $1,500,000
instead of providing the waterfront access park which
Susan DeGryp, CRD Director for the Southern Gulf
Islands had requested. DeGryp says she worked quite
hard to ensure that Section 941 of the Local
Government Act, which deals with parkland dedication
or cash-in-lieu at time of subdivision, was adhered to.
When the deal is finalized, the funds will be
received by the CRD and go into a park acquisition
reserve for the Southern Gulf Islands.
Although James Island is administered by the
Pender Island Local Trust Committee, it is not
included in the Pender Island parks service area. Up
till last year, many smaller islands in the Southern
Gulf Island Electoral Areas did not come under any of
the local parks service areas.
This was a loophole that Director DeGryp said
needed to be closed, particularly as other small islands
may apply for subdivision in the future. Last October,
Director DeGryp brought into effect new bylaws,
Nº3382 and Nº3383, which include every Southern
Gulf Islands Electoral Area island, large or small, in
the same park service area.
Director DeGryp is planning to strike a working
committee comprised of a representative from Mayne,
Saturna, Galiano, and Pender Islands to plan for
future park acquisitions. 

The Islands Trust Council will hold its
next quarterly business meeting from
March 27 to 29 at the Haven Institute
and Conference Centre on Gabriola
Island. The public meeting starts
Tuesday at 1pm and finishes by noon on
Thursday.
Trust Council invites members of the
public to participate in a town hall
session, starting at 12:45pm on
Wednesday, March 28. Persons or
organizations wishing to reserve time to
make a formal presentation to the
Islands Trust Council must receive an
appointment through the Executive
Committee 250-405-5155.
Trust Council Sessions will include:

Tuesday, March 27
• Local Planning Services Review—
John Steil has done a comprehensive
review of the way that land use planning
services are delivered in the Islands
Trust Area. John will present his final
report with recommendations to
Council and respond to questions from
trustees.
• 2007-08 Budget Presentation

Wednesday, March 28
• Drinking Water Source Protection—
Brian Epps, Source Water Protection
Specialist with the
Ministry of
Environment will give a presentation on
the new multi-agency approach to
drinking water source protection in
British Columbia and will speak briefly
about the Drinking Water Protection Act.
• 2007-08 Budget Deliberations and
Decisions
• Delegations and Town Hall
Session—Trust Council encourages
members of Trust island communities
to dialogue.
• Release of ‘A Place in the Islands’
brochure and a Governance Task Force
update (see guest editorial, page 4 and
governance review article, page 10).

Thursday, March 29
• Business Meeting Highlights–The
primary highlight of this meeting will be
Council’s consideration and adoption of
its annual budget. This year, the
TRUST MEETING, please turn to page 3

Don’t Look Now—
Same Old, Same Old
There are, no doubt, many sensible ideas in the
Security and Prosperity Partnership of North
America. In fact, there may be a preponderance
of sensible ideas, particularly for businesses that
SPP & TILMA, please turn to page 2
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A Gallop of Lambs, one sure sign spring is on the way.
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Hornby conference addresses small coastal community
housing crisis

AT FULFORD HARBOUR
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Island Marine Construction
Floats • Ramps • Moorings • Pile Driving
Ph: 250-537-9710

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)
TRANSFER REQUESTS
Parents/guardians who wish to transfer their child to
a school out of their catchment area, please send a
request, in writing, to the Superintendent by March
31st, and copy the Principals of both schools.
This does not apply for normal grade transitions to the
next level at another school.

• harvesting
systems
• design
• installation
• service

BOB BURGESS
tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com

www.rainwaterconnection.com
SPONSOR A "PAYPHONE LADY"
• Empower women in East Africa
to start their own micro-businesses
selling cell phone airtime to
the public.
• Your donation of C$97.72 sponsors
a woman with a mobile phone, a
Visit
sim card, airtime, promotional
www.globaltext.ca
materials and training on how to
run her phone business.
Tel: 1-250-592-5376
•
Tax receipt available upon request.
Toll Free: 1-866-592-3627

Housing has become a serious concern in many small
communities in BC. On April 12 and 13, one such community,
Hornby Island, is bringing together people from across the
coastal region to explore answers at the Housing Solutions for
Small Communities Conference. Land-use planning, on-site
water solutions, energy efficiency, eco-building and a range of
organizational approaches to creating housing are among the
topics to be covered by twenty presenters.
‘Affordable housing is not just a big city issue,’ says
conference organizer Tony Law. ‘Small communities are losing
their life-blood when local working people are squeezed out of
the housing market by new arrivals with more purchasing
power. More than 60% of properties on Hornby Island are now
owned by non-residents.
‘Many other small BC communities are facing similar trends.
Coastal and mountain communities are particularly affected as
they are attractive places for second homes or retirement. People
living on local wages just cannot compete.’
The Hornby conference is intended to provide information
and empowerment for community groups, planners and elected
officials who are witnessing the well-being of their communities
slipping away.
SPP & TILMA from page 1
operate in the US, Canada, and Mexico. From their viewpoint, it is
an inconvenience that there are borders between these three
countries, since easy crossing of borders facilitates their businesses
and enhances their profitability.
And how is their profitability enhanced? By taking advantage
of the existence of those very same borders. Cars cost less to
make in Canada and Mexico than they do in the US, because the
automobile companies are not burdened with the costs of health
care, because labour rates are lower (particularly in the
maquiladoras just south of the Mexican border). Hershey (a US
company) can make chocolate more cheaply in Mexico than in
Smiths Falls, Ontario because the labour is cheaper. US farm
corporations can sell their heavily subsidized products in
Mexico; Mexican farmers cannot compete because their country
does not subsidize them to the same extent.
The SPP blue elephant some would like to camouflage, the
central point, is who will control energy—oil, gas, and
electricity. Its same old elephant as in the original Free Trade
agreement, and in NAFTA. The SPP, termed a ‘strengthened
North American energy market,’ is just the same.
While it is clear that those involved do not want public
discussion of all the hundreds of points in the SPP, they most
particularly do not want a debate about an energy policy that has
the potential for Canada and Mexico to cede control of oil,
natural gas, and electricity resources to the US.
Furthermore the SPP also includes a number of other
elephants you’re not supposed to notice such as ‘North American
security strategies’ including the use of biometric identifiers to
control the continental perimeter. In Canada at least, these two
giant factors raise critical issues of sovereignty.

SPP’s Local Twin, TILMA
The Trade, Investment, and Labour Mobility Agreement, signed
in April, 2006 by Alberta and British Columbia and now being
touted to other provinces and territories (and also to
neighbouring US states), has characteristics similar to the SPP.
It contains many sensible and, indeed, motherhood items, and
promotes harmonization of regulations and standards between
provinces in the interests of easing inter-provincial trade.
But it too includes unnoticed elephants: provisions which, in
combination, facilitate the destruction of ‘junior’ governments—
municipalities, regional districts, health, education, and utilities
authorities, and so on–by permitting challenges to their bylaws and
procedures to be adjudicated by appointed panels. In this sense, it
is primarily an investors’ rights agreement, with enforcement
mechanisms similar to NAFTA’s infamous Chapter 11.
TILMA goes even further, requiring governments to justify
their regulatory criteria, when challenged, by proving that their
objectives could not have been achieved by any means that
would result in lesser ‘impairment’ of property rights. TILMA, in
fact, embodies a national political agenda which may be even
more destructive than the agenda at the heart of the
international SPP.

Agreements ‘Under Radar’
The Security and Prosperity Partnership was initiated in 2005

imagine

‘Our school enrollment has dwindled to a third of what it was
at its peak,’ says Law, ‘and last year for the first time, our fire
department had no new volunteers. We are in danger of losing
the diversity of residents that keep a community strong and
functioning.’
‘Creating and sustaining a range of housing opportunities is
a cornerstone to the success of any community’, adds Tim Wake,
an affordable housing consultant who will be speaking at the
Housing Solutions for Small Communities conference.
There are fringe benefits too. ‘It’s amazing—once you start
creating affordable housing, small businesses seem to flourish,’
says conference presenter Sandy Bishop, of the Lopez
Community Land Trust which is now embarking on its fourth
housing project. ‘It’s a pretty tall order but every community has
the wherewithal to be successful so long as the players are
willing.’
‘Small communities have different challenges from urban
centres and need different solutions,’ says Law. ‘This conference
will be a unique opportunity for people focused on this issue to
share their knowledge and experience.’
Those interested in attending should call 250-335-1155 or
email ceec@telus.net for registration information. 

by the Prime Minister of Canada, and the Presidents of the US
and Mexico. It is claimed that there is no signed agreement or
treaty, so this would obviate the requirement for any ratification
by any elected body, and avoids debate. Ron Covais of Lockheed
Martin is quoted as saying that the Competitiveness Council had
‘decided not to recommend any things that would require
legislative changes . . . because we won’t get anywhere.’
The TILMA treaty was signed by Premier Campbell of BC
and former Premier Klein of Alberta. It, too, has been neither
ratified nor debated by their respective provincial legislatures.
Both agreements are being put into effect through
intergovernmental contacts at departmental levels, together
with business participation. The security aspects of the SPP are
being handled through contacts between the various ‘law
enforcement’ agencies, with no involvement of the courts. The
SPP would appear to accomplish its aims through the
‘interpretation’ of existing legislation and executive powers;
TILMA, in addition to these techniques, would accomplish its
aims through decisions by extrajudicial panels on challenges to
regulations and legislation.
Both strategies are clear attempts to stay ‘under the radar.’
Why are normal government functions being circumvented?
Such strategies are a heads-up to go on an elephant hunt.

Democratic Function of Gov’t Assemblies
What are legislative bodies for, if not for the examination and
debate of the major and contentious issues buried in such treaties?
Both government and opposition members are, in fact, dutybound to understand and develop their own opinions on every
aspect of these agreements. They (just like their constituents) are
handicapped by lack of time and the means to analyze them. But
debate is what they are paid for; they have staff, and they can solicit
opinions. While governing political parties often silence their own
elected members, it hardly serves democracy at any level to silence
the elected opposition by suppressing debate.
However, with no ratifying or implementing legislation
introduced into government assemblies the forum for debate is
withdrawn (as in the case of SPP and TILMA). Raising issues
becomes impossible for representatives who may have questions
or who may be in opposition. (To be fair, some members of the
US Congress have introduced motions questioning aspects of
the SPP, but, without a clear target, these have had no effect.)
Before any citizen can even choose to spend the significant
amounts of time required to investigate issues, he/she must first
become aware of the issue. This also would normally occur
through the introduction of legislation, and its reporting through
the media, particularly television and newspapers.
Even if the elephants are spotted, lack of democratic debate
throws citizens on their own resources; surely not why we are
paying taxes to support democratic institutions? Developing
opinions in isolation takes time away from jobs and families to
do enquiry and analysis that would normally be entrusted to the
political process and to elected representatives.
In the cases of SPP and TILMA this is exactly the course of
events. So both the implications and the details of these
agreements are unobserved and undebated.
SPP & TILMA, please turn to facing page

SALT SPRING
PLANNING F O R T H E FUTURE

A SPEAKER SERIES
March 15

APRIL 19

Deborah Curran
Protecting Our Natural
Environment/Rural
Planning

Guy Dauncey
The Great Climate
Challenge: Practical
Solutions for Salt Spring

7:30 - 9:30pm
Community
Gospel Chapel
FREE
Sponsored by I-SEA

Visit us at www.islandtides.com

Salt Spring’s Institute for
Sustainability, Education & Action

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners
• Farm
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts
Salt Spring Island: #1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Doug Guedes • 1-250-537-5527
Sidney: A2 - 9769 Fifth Street
Jason McCutcheon • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
Brentwood Bay: 7178 W. Saanich Rd
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd.
Saanichton: #2-7855 East Saanich Road
Dan Olive • 1-800-663-0807

www.seafirstinsurance.com
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Nancy Ellen Waxler Morrison
February 11, 1931 - February 13, 2007
Nancy was the daughter of Kenneth and Winifred Waxler of
Urbana, Illinois. She grew up in Urbana and graduated from
the University of Illinois with the highest honours. She
received a PhD from Radcliffe and was a researcher at
Harvard Medical School for many years.
In 1978, she moved to Vancouver to marry Barrie M
Morrison. At that time she became associated with the
University of British Columbia from which she retired in
1994. She leaves her husband, Barrie, sister, Mary Carol,
step-children, Peter, Sara and Doug, and niece and nephew,
Leslie and Christopher, and five grandchildren. Nancy loved
her family and her home on Pender Island and most of all she
couldn’t wait for spring to come to plant her garden and
watch things grow…
“ ... for peace comes dropping slow,
Dropping from the veils of morning to where the cricket sings;
There midnight’s all a-glimmer, and noon a purple glow,
And evening full of the linnet’s wings.”
—W.B.Yeats, The Lake Isle of Innisfree

SPP & TILMA from previous page

Why We Can Expect More
Anti-Democracy
Citizens have become disillusioned with the process of
government but at this juncture it is vital; it is the only path for
bringing issues to wide public debate. The ‘media’ are not much
help. Mostly, they report only what they are told.
Television, with its devotion to the visual and the brief
‘sound bite,’ cannot or will not deal with the complicated, and
often shrinks from the controversial. Newspapers, with tight
deadlines, inexperienced and overworked staff, and a similar
aversion to the complex, no longer provide the analysis that the
reader needs (there are exceptions).
Print and TV outlets are predominantly owned by big
corporations which are concerned with what kind of news can
be used to sell advertising, rather than whether advertising can
be attracted to pay for a high quality news service and
knowledgeable, responsible writers.
Both also have a tendency to deal with complex subjects by
giving unmediated voice to competing and confusing points of
view, rather than taking the responsibility themselves of
explaining issues editorially.
The internet will not save us from these deficiencies. A highly
useful source for the researcher, it does not have the power of
the shared visibility of print and TV for mass audiences.
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
he vegetables in my pantry are announcing ‘Spring is
Here!’ The onions are a bit punky with green shoots in the
middle, the carrots are going hairy, and the potatoes are
growing eyes. The vegetables are turning into roots and are no
longer content to be major players at cooking events! Designed
to meet the family’s nutritional needs, lounging in the pantry our
vegetables can no longer be dissuaded from primal functions.
They remember dirt and warm sunlight and rain. And gardeners
rejoice as they also turn towards the sun and start to plant and
tend arrays of vegetables and flowers to feed and delight
themselves again.
All the signs of spring are so welcome. The birds are starting
the morning chorus, the weeds are looking rambunctious and
ambitious, and those unbelievably yellow daffodils, growing
without tending, are bobbing in the rain and snowy winds.
Extreme high and low tides are occurring during the day, which
is fun to watch.

she is pleased with Islanders’ letter writing efforts.
That evening, providing some light relief, the Saturna Arts
and Concert Society’s last concert ‘Beauty in the Blends’ will
present local singing celebrity Sharon Schermbrucker singing
duets and arias from Puccini and Mozart and original
arrangements written for the group by flutist Adam
Schattschneider. Two years ago this quartet presented a
fabulous concert that raised money for the Concert Society.
Sunday, March 11, Parks Canada will have another Winter
Cove–Narvaez Bay Open House at the Community Hall. Under
discussion will be the suitability of the two sites for camping and
the consideration of impact factors. Both sites need to be
considered on their individual merits. Many Islanders supported
no camping at Winter Cove at the last open house in February.
No camping at Winter Cove doesn’t make camping at Narvaez
Bay a substitute or alternative—both sites are individual and
wonderful for their own reasons and fragile in their own ways.
The time for input is fast closing. Bring a written statement or
bring the questionnaire that was handed out at the last meeting,
this is the time to get your comments and pertinent information
included in the decision-making process. This is a ferry-friendly
meeting, weekenders can still catch 3:35pm ferry home.

T

Busy Weekend
Besides the usual frivolities of tea and bridge, badminton and
singing, and body coordinating and strengthening, we have
important meetings and big entertainment coming our way!
On Saturday, March 10, a BC Ferries management team will
come to Saturna Island for a Community Information Session—
an opportunity for Islanders to listen and ask questions. The
topic will be the controversial trial of a new 10-week ‘shoulder’
schedule starting at Easter (see ad, page 8). It will be interesting
to hear what problems BC Ferries intends to resolve with this
schedule change that will balance the strong impact it will have
on Island communities by making travel unworkable for
working weekenders and parents (see Readers’ Letters, page 4).
Community Club Ferry Advisory member Valerie McMillan says

HAM Radio on Saturna
David Rees-Thomas is delighted that his call for people
interested in taking a course in ham radio operating has drawn
a crowd of 6 very enthusiastic Islanders. This group is working
with the Southern Gulf Islands Emergency Program and taking
a condensed weekend course to become licensed amateur radio
operators.
David is teaching a weekly assisted self-study component and
SATURNA, please turn to page 11

Salt Spring receives provincial homelessness funds for
two projects
The Salt Spring Island Community Services Society and the Salt
Spring Island Land Bank Society, in partnership with the
Victoria Human Exchange Society, are receiving funding
through the Provincial Homelessness Initiative for two housing
projects on the Island.
The Community Services Society will get a grant of $1,062,960
plus a mortgage of $1.9 million to purchase and renovate an
existing development. The Murakami Gardens apartments will
provide 27 units of affordable housing for low-income and special

needs families and individuals at risk of homelessness.
In addition, the Land Bank Society and Victoria Human
Exchange Society are receiving assistance through a $76,147 grant
from the province towards renovations and a reduction of
operating costs for Grandma’s House, four beds of transitional
housing for homeless men. The development is a partnership
between the Salt Spring Island Land Bank Society, which owns the
building, and the Victoria Human Exchange Society which runs the
home and provides support services for individuals there. 

Summary
So, in the absence of informative print and TV, representative
government becomes more and more important. It is harder for
the media to ignore issues aired in legislatures and parliament.
This, of course, is why governments must keep activities in full
review in their legislative bodies.
Whatever good things might come from the SPP and TILMA,
both are ultimately destructive. Their method of creation
bypasses due process. They actively facilitate the decline of
democracy, which, heaven knows, is a fragile enough flower at
best.
Ed’s Note: If you enjoyed the information in this article and
others in this edition of ‘Island Tides,’ please send your
donation of $26.50 to keep this kind of reportage coming. 
FISHERIES ACT from page 1
before the Bill proceeded any further.
‘Bill C-45 does not compel the Minister to make conservation
of fish and their habitat a priority, only that it be taken it into
consideration in making decisions,’ said Catherine Stewart,
campaign director for the Living Oceans Society. ‘Any new
legislation concerning the management and protection of
Canada’s fish stocks should be far more forward thinking. This
proposed Bill is a 19th century vision for the 21st century.’
‘If this Bill passes in its current form Canadians will be losing
a huge opportunity to secure a better future of our ocean and
freshwater fish and fish habitats, and the communities that rely on
them,’ commented Susanna Fuller, Marine Conservation
coordinator for the Ecology Action Centre in Halifax.
Martha Kostuch, vice president for Alberta’s Friends of the
Old Man River, stated that C-45 was developed without proper
consultation with the public and stakeholders.
With the delay of the Bill, stakeholders may now get their
opportunity for consultation and further development before it
before it returns to parliament. 
TRUST MEETING from page 1
Financial Planning Committee has responded to community
requests for increased services by proposing a budget increase
that will allow Council to carry out its three strategic goals
related to sustainable environments, healthy communities and
excellence in governance. 

We’re all about the Islands
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

NANAIMO

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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17,000 copies this issue
Every Second Thursday

SALISH SEA’S ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY NEWSPAPER

11,000 copies delivered to
Southern Islands’ households

Editorial: Hello! to Gabriola Readers
abriola Islanders will find Island Tides in their mailboxes
for the next couple of editions. We have long wanted to
forge closer connections with Gabriola (and with more
Islands further north, not to mention the communities on
Vancouver Island bordering the Salish Sea). The joys, sorrows and
challenges of living on the Strait of Georgia and its archipelago of
islands and its coasts have much in common and we can learn
from each other— and inspire one another.
We have quite a number of readers on Gabriola Island and
are taking this opportunity to introduce Island Tides to more of
you. We hope you will enjoy our regional-style community
news. We also hope you will enjoy our articles on provincial,
Canadian and world topics—a nice complement for the local
news you already receive on your Island.

G

One aspect of Island Tides is that it is a federation of writers,
this gives a dynamic aspect to our news. Over the years,
Gabriolans have also joined our pages as contributors and we
have admired the work and perseverance of Gabriolans on
important BC and national issues. We are looking forward to
more contributions from Gabriola writers on seminal topics.
Island Tides is currently available in Gabriola’s library, Pages’
Resort & Marina, at your Naniamo Harbour ferry terminal, in
Harbour Park Mall, at Departure Bay and Duke Point terminals.
And of course, along with 4,000 other folks, you could download
a pdf version of the paper from www.islandtides.com.
This spring, we will be setting up more boxes in your area—
our yellow free boxes and retail locations (we would love to hear
any suggestions for locations from you). Happy reading! 

Guest Editorial: Updating the Islands Trust
Kim Benson, Chair, Islands Trust Council

6,000 copies on the Ferry Routes,
in Sidney,Victoria & north of the
Malahat to Nanaimo
www.islandtides.com
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ustainability, development, housing costs, tourism,
governance, public consultation—these terms convey
quite different meanings in 2007 than they did in 1974
when the Islands Trust was established, especially when we
think about the issues that now face the Islands Trust Area.
Almost 33 years ago, the Province of British Columbia
enacted the Islands Trust Act ‘to preserve and protect the trust
area and its unique amenities and environment for the benefit of
the residents of the trust area and of the Province generally.’
There are no other local governments in BC like the Islands
Trust. It’s a federation of independent island governments, with
a common purpose: to ‘preserve and protect.’ Local
governments in the Islands Trust plan land use, regulate
development, and act to conserve the land and waters of the
Trust Area.
The significance and sensitivity of our islands are
internationally recognized. But today, more than ever,
increasing pressures from development, tourism, and
population growth are having significant impacts on our
environment, economies and communities.
While the Islands Trust’s legislated mandate is as valid as
ever, the challenges and complexity of delivering that mandate
are escalating dramatically. Within the last 30 years, the
permanent population in the Islands Trust Area has increased
by 142%, from 9,490 to 23,000. Since just 2001, property values
have doubled, creating new challenges for housing affordability
and community diversity on our islands. We now receive twice
the number of rezoning and subdivision applications than we
did in 2001, while the number of planners we have to assess
those applications has remained virtually the same.
Today, people are more aware and informed and want to be
involved in decisions that affect their lives. Public consultation is
increasingly important in this age of digital and internet
communications. Knowledge about the environment and its
importance has grown dramatically, along with the expectation
that we will consider this new knowledge in every decision.
Climate change is emerging as a planning issue. And while
accelerated growth in the tourism sector is expected in advance
of the 2010 Olympics, housing affordability and increasing BC
Ferries fares are threatening the social and economic
sustainability of our island communities.
The 26 elected members of the Islands Trust Council are
developing a strategic plan to address these 21st century
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challenges. We have strategic initiatives underway to adapt and
improve the Islands Trust in five key areas: (1) governance; (2)
delivery of services; (3) bylaw enforcement; (4) public education;
and (5) our annual budget.
First, the Islands Trust Council wants to ensure that we have
an effective political structure that will sustain and serve our
island communities well into the future. The Islands Trust
Governance Review, now underway, is examining options for:
the size of local trust committees; representation at the Islands
Trust Council table; and coordination with regional districts
(with an initial focus on the Capital Regional District). This
independent review, undertaken in consultation with the
Ministry of Community Services, will be completed in mid-April.
Public consultation will begin in May (for more details see
related article page, 10). In June, the Islands Trust Council will
consider whether it will formally request the Province to make
legislative changes to the Islands Trust Act regarding
governance.
Second, the Islands Trust is undertaking several internal
reviews, aimed at improving the way we deliver services to our
constituents. We are looking at administrative efficiency, the
distribution of staff and resources amongst Local Trust Areas,
customer service and fiscal accountability. Recommendations
will be ready before we finalize next year’s budget.
Next, in response to ever-increasing public demand, the
Islands Trust is bolstering its bylaw enforcement efforts. While
there is a high level of voluntary compliance with local island
bylaws, there are also increasing community expectations that
we will enforce these bylaws rigorously.
Fourth, we recognize that communication is an essential part
of delivering the Islands Trust’s ‘preserve and protect’ mandate.
We have recently worked with partners from San Juan County
in Washington State to publish ‘A Place in the Islands’ a beautiful
new publication that will provide helpful information to people
who are new to island life. We will be unveiling this exciting
project in March and we will distribute it throughout the islands
in the coming months.
Finally, the Islands Trust Council is in the process of
determining what financial resources it needs to serve island
communities in the upcoming year. We will make the final
decision at our next quarterly meeting, scheduled for March 27
to 29 on Gabriola Island. Soon, you will see advertisements
asking for your input. We’d like to hear from you. 
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New Ferry Schedule Doesn’t Work

Nomenclature Corrected

Dear Editor:
The proposed spring schedule, with a 4:10pm Friday sailing to
Pender from Vancouver, will make travelling to the Island
impossible for anyone who works or has children in school. I
have owned property on Pender for over 7 years and enjoy
spending time on Island at least one or two weekends a month.
A Saturday morning sailing just makes no sense, by the time
you arrive the day is half over and the next day you need to head
home. Also, if all the Friday night people travel on Saturday, how
can the smaller boat possibly accommodate them.
Not only do many Mainlanders travel to Pender on a Friday
night, they bring guests with them who enjoy the shops,
restaurants and the farmers’ market. A 6pm throughfare sailing
to Swartz Bay is also not an option as it is not possible to make
the connection for the 8pm sailing. I feel this proposed schedule
is disservice to all Vancouverites who have bought property on
Pender and wish to participate in the life and economy of the
Island. And it is a disservice to Penderites who rely on tourists
and ‘summer people’ to help maintain their businesses.
Margaret Mould, Vancouver
Ed’s Note: For meeting dates see advertisement on page 8.

Dear Editor:
In my recent article, ‘The Voice of the People and the Right to
Know’ (Island Tides, Feb 22, 2007) there was a incorrect
description of MacMillan Bloedell’s holdings on Galiano Island.
‘Tree Farm License #19,’ should have read ‘Tree Farm #19,’ a
taxation classification (the certificate for which was given by the
Ministry of Forests).
Margaret Griffith, Galiano Island

Greenhouse Gas Commentary
Dear Editor:
I read Patrick Brown’s commentary on greenhouse gas issues
with great interest. How wonderful it would be if his blueprint to
encourage serious commitment to reduce emissions could form
a part of the motherhood beliefs of the political parties infesting
the scenes in Victoria, Edmonton, Toronto and Ottawa.
One can hope that the current crop of ‘born-again’
environmentalists will be able to survive the blandishments of
corporate constituents who wish to maintain the status quo
because they lack the will to do anything else. How grand it
would be if Mr Campbell, Mr Harper and those aspiring to
LETTERS, please turn to facing page
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‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island
& The Gulf Islands

SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)
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Fri, Sat, Sun, March 9, 10 & 11

Friday, March 16

Saturday, March 17

12th Annual Garden Festival—plants, exhibits, speakers,
children’s workshops, garden advice, live music, art, gifts, draws •
Beban Park • FRI: 1–6pm, wine tasting: 6:30–9:30pm; SAT &
SUN: 9:30am–5pm • Admission: $5 @ door, under 12 free with
adult • Info: 250-751-1040 or www.cvibgs.org • IN NANAIMO

Galitcha Dinner and Music—experience an East Indian dinner
and concert by multi-instrumental group playing East Indian
music interwoven with jazz and folk • Pender Islands Community
Hall • Dinner 7pm, concert at 8pm • Dinner & concert $25, family
dinner & concert $65, concert only $15 • Tickets: Talisman and
Southridge • Info: 250-629-3669 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Mayne Island Folk Club presents Kevin
Cook with Cam Neufeld—guitar player
Kevin Cook performs authentic roots music,
blues and more with Cam Neufeld on fiddle,
mandolin, banjo and harmonica • Agricultural
Hall • Doors: 7pm, open stage: 7:30pm, feature: 8:15pm • Tickets:
$10 adults/$5 teens/children under 12 free • ON MAYNE ISLAND

Saturday, March 10
Saturna Arts & Concert Society presents Beauty in the
Blends—two voices with piano and flute • Saturna Community
Hall • 7:30pm • Tickets: $20 at the door • ON SATURNA ISLAND

Sat & Sun, March 10 & 11
Galiano Concert Series: Ian Parker Piano—
Galiano welcomes Ian Parker back for two
performances • SAT: Whaler Bay Lodge, 7:30pm •
SUN: Moonshadows Guest House, 2pm • Tickets:
2-concerts $45 each, student tickets $12 per
concert, children free • ON GALIANO ISLAND

March 10 to April 30
17th Brant Wildlife Festival 2007—nature tours, wildlife
photography, learning to bird, big day birding, wildlife & fish
carving championships • Various venues & times • Info:
www.brantfestival.bc.ca or call 1-866-288-7878 • IN QUALICUM
BEACH & PARKSVILLE

Tuesday, March 13
Pender Island Concert Series:
Triple Forte—violinist Jasper Wood,
cellist Yegor Dyachkov & pianist David
Jalbert, three of Canada’s most
prominent soloists; performing trios by
Haydn, Brahms and Beethoven as well
as work by Canadian composer Kelly-Marie Murphy • School
Auditorium • 7:30pm • Admission: single concert-$25 for adults •
ON PENDER ISLAND

Fri, Sat & Sun, March 16, 17 & 18
50th Rock & Gem Show—display of members’ crafts &
art produced over the past 50 years; retailers from Western
Canada, gold panning; faceted jewels, beads, fossils; kiddies
corner; gold nugget door prizes; silent auction;
refreshments & more • Leonardo Da Vinci Centre, 195 Bay
Street • Fri 1–9pm, Sat 10am–6pm, Sun 10am–4pm •
Tickets: Adults $5, Seniors/Students $4, family (4) $10, 6 &
under free • Info: www.islandnet.com/~vlms • IN
VICTORIA

Fri, Sat & Sun, March 16, 17 & 18
Land Trust and Stewardship Seminar Series 2007—enjoy
internationally renowned scientists & nature writers Robert Michael
Pyle & Bill Merilees (includes new book sales/signing); three full-day
workshops (including site visits); 15 seminars on conservation &
stewardship; evening entertainment with Todd Butler, followed by
open mike poetry & music • Cowichan Lake Outdoor Education and
Conference Centre • Info/Registration: www.landtrustalliance.bc.ca
or 250-538-0112 • ON COWICHAN LAKE

Saturday, March 17
Japanese
Garden
Society
presents
‘Principles of Japanese Garden Design’—
enjoy a potluck supper with short film & talk by
nationally known landscape architect Toshimasa
Ito; AGM will be held after talk • Seniors Centre
Building (across from GVM) • 6–8pm • All welcome
• ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Thursday, March 15

Saturday, March 17

Imagine Salt Spring presents Deborah Curran—Curran, a
lawyer and founder of Smart Growth BC, will speak on protecting
our natural environment and rural planning; she has also written
several guidebooks to help communities plan sustainably •
Community Gospel Chapel • Doors: 7pm, talk 7:30—9:30pm •
Free • Info: Maxine Leichter 250-537-1577, Margery Moore 5374400 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturna Island Community Club presents
‘Swing Shift Big Band Dance’—commemorating
the 1st dance at Saturna Community Hall, with Salt
Spring’s ‘Swing Shift’ 17-piece orchestra, vocalist Sue
Newman and swing tap dancer Wes Knapp; cash bar,
light food • Community Hall • 8–11pm • Tickets: $15 in
advance (recommended) /$20 @ the door • Info: Paul
White jazzbeau@telus.net or 250-539-9883 • ON
SATURNA ISLAND

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT!

250-629-3660

LETTERS from previous page
replace them could resist the siren call of offers of funding to pay
for campaigns, in trade for shoe-dragging on Kyoto.
Maybe the bait of collecting a new tax—with a measure of
public support will draw them into seeing the wisdom of
pursuing this. Giving this strategy an identity in law would
impress me much more than the current legislative proposals,
both federal and provincial. Perhaps the Queen’s Printer could
produce a generic platform manifesto (colour to suit the party),
with ‘We support common sense in dealing with environmental
issues,’ placed prominently above ‘It’s not wrong to do wrong,
it’s wrong to get caught.’
Jim Broughton, Logan Lake

Trade, Investment and Labour
Mobility Agreement (TILMA)
Dear Editor:
Numbers of concerned citizens sent the BC government a letter
dated February 21, 2007 listing four areas of legislated land
protection which we hold dear and which we believe are
important to the quality of life of all British Columbians as well
as to the protection of their environment.
The government was asked to immediately introduce
legislation to exempt parklands, agricultural reserve lands, the
Islands Trust areas and municipal and regional zoning
regulations from all terms of the BC/Alberta Trade, Investment,
and Labour Mobility Agreement (TILMA).
Upon further study and consideration however, there are
other areas of concern in which TILMA will compromise the
well being of British Columbians and their environment. For
that reason the above, as well as the following categories of
legislation of the provincial and junior governments must be
enshrined as Legitimate Objectives notwithstanding the
provisions of Article 5(3), Article 6 and Article 13(6): labour laws,
environmental standards, human rights legislation, community
drinking-water watersheds, forest protection lands, and
development protection areas.
This agreement (TILMA) was created behind closed doors in
a process in which there was no public consultation and there
was no debate in the Legislature. Given the certainty of serious
repercussions for British Columbia’s residents and for their
political and social institutions, and, because it is binding on all
these, the government is asked to delay the implementation of
TILMA pending satisfaction of the following basic, democratic
principles:

1. A comprehensive public consultation is completed, and
public approval is clearly obtained and documented by holding
a provincial referendum,
2. Studies of the implications of TILMA are completed by
appropriate legislative multi-party committees, and
3. A full debate on the Agreement has been undertaken in the
BC Legislature.
Given the quickly impending date of this agreement coming
into effect (April 1st), we have much to be concerned about.
June Ross, Nanaimo

Profit On Profit
Dear Editor:
A friend of mine was so kind and e-mailed me a copy of your
January 25 Island Tides article, ‘BC Ferries expected earnings.’
If you pursue this matter further you can learn from their Annual
Report 2004/05 that the BC government is not doing too badly.
BC Ferries paid it a dividend of $ 6.038 million as a dividend
on its preferred share capital of $ 75 million. BC Ferries also paid
back a $427,701 million debenture to the government.
The annoying part is that the 14% return is not calculated on
the $75 million share capital. It is calculated on the share capital
plus retained earnings which is an ever increasing amount.
Jakob Knaus, member, Southern Sunshine Coast Ferry
Advisory Committee
Patrick Brown Notes: Quite right. The 14% is calculated on
equity, which includes the year-by-year accumulation of
retained earnings. So the allowable profit increases every year.
And the cost of the ‘privatized’ BC Ferries, as compared to a
crown corporation (which it was previously) is not only the
higher interest paid on its debt, but also the profits that must be
made in order to assure lenders that BC Ferries is a creditworthy corporation.
‘Island Tides’ is available online every edition in PDF
format. The website also hosts a large number of subject
specific ‘Island Tides Reprints’. These can handily be emailed to
friends and colleagues who do not receive a print version of the
newspaper. Visit www.islandtides.com.

Sat to Tues, March 17 to 20
Spring Break Fun Swims—special games and activities, waves,
waterslide, pirate ship, toddler pool, diving boards, swirlpool,
family changerooms, steam, and sauna • Saanich Commonwealth
Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay at Royal Oak exit) •
1–4pm daily • Info: 24-hour Swim Info-line, 250-475-7620 • IN
VICTORIA

Sat to Sun, March 17 to 25
21st Annual Pacific Rim Whale
Festival—celebrate the northward migration
of 22,000 Gray whales, 70+ events for all ages:
whale watching, marine life exploration,
children’s fairs, Nuu–chah–nulth traditionhonouring activities, westcoast art and culinary
showcases, sponsored by Pacific Rim National Park Reserve and
communities of Ucluelet and Tofino • On the waters and shores of
Tofino
and
Ucluelet
•
Info
and
calendar:
www.pacificrimwhalefestival.org, 250-725-4426 • IN TOFINO,
UCLUELET & PACIFIC RIM NATIONAL PARK

Friday, March 23
STILL—Explore the colours of life during an
emotionally
charged
dance/sound/art
performance that delves into the depths of
Susanna Hood’s soul, (Crimson Coast Dance
Society is also presenting workshops with
Susanna: adults March 16, 6–8pm, March 17/18,
10–4pm; students March 19/20, 1–4pm) •
Performance: Malaspina Theatre • 7:30pm • Tickets: $14–$18 •
Info, workshop details and registration: 250-716-3230,
www.crimsoncoast.org • IN NANAIMO

Monday to Friday, June 4 to 8
Hypnosis Intensive Training Course—learn and practice
relaxation techniques, inductions, regression, self-hypnosis and
much more, class size limited • Location pending • 9:30am–4pm
• Fee: $700 for 5-day instruction • Deborah Mabee C.H.
Instructor, 250-360-0447, www.islandhypnosis.com • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Clean Air Coalition calls
for smoke-free policies in
apartments
The Clean Air Coalition of BC (CAC), which is made up of the
Heart and Stroke Foundation of BC & Yukon and the BC Lung
Association, is calling on provincial and municipal governments
to act now to direct the social housing sector to create smokefree housing options for people living with chronic health issues
that are worsened by repeated exposure to second-hand smoke.
‘There is an urgent demand for smoke-free housing in BC.
We receive weekly calls from frantic residents living in multiunit housing complexes whose health is being compromised
from tobacco smoke drifting into their homes from
neighbouring units,’ says Bobbe Wood, president and CEO of
the Heart and Stroke Foundation.
Despite the fact that over 85% of British Columbians do not
smoke, and over one million British Columbians rent their
homes, there is currently a lack of smoke-free housing,
especially in the subsidized housing sector, says the Clean Air
Coalition. Major housing providers like BC Housing and the
Greater Vancouver Housing Corporation have no designated
smoke-free buildings to ensure that people with respiratory
illness are protected. ‘If they can accommodate those with
physical disabilities, they should be able to set aside a few
buildings for those whose life is at risk with any level of exposure
to second-hand smoke,’ stated Scott McDonald, executive
director, BC Lung Association.
‘We find that many landlords don’t realize that smoke-free
SMOKE FREE, please turn to page 8
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Linden Singers of Victoria
present Irish Eyes Are Smiling
Directed by Frances Pollet
with special guests from Rig’A’Jig Celtic Street Band

Sunday, March 11, 3pm
ArtSpring Centre, Ganges, Salt Spring Island

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

Tickets from ArtSpring:
1-866-537-2102
$14/$12 Seniors/Students
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Islands Trust now
accepting stewardship
award nominations
If you know of a person, business or group that has helped to
make your island or community better, you may want to
nominate them for the sixth annual Islands Trust community
stewardship awards.
This program acknowledges the achievements of people who
have worked on a project that supports the mandate of the
Islands Trust. Projects or actions that are innovative, support
the Islands Trust mandate, benefit a community or the Trust
Area and have some level of community involvement can be
nominated.
There are two awards for individuals and two for
organizations. This year, in response to public input, each
nominator may submit two nominations per category and the
nomination period has been extended to 10 weeks. The deadline
for nominations is April 27.
Nomination forms and more details are available on the
Stewardship Awards page of the Islands Trust website at
www.islandstrust.bc.ca or from Islands Trust offices.
Award recipients will be announced and presented with their
awards in the fall. 

Pender Island Children’s Festival: A Day of Magic
Serena Van Bakel

alking into Pender’s community hall on the morning of
Saturday, February 24 was a breathtaking moment.
The hall had been transformed into a westcoast
wooded wonderland, the theme of this year’s Pender Islands
Children’s Festival. The design and decorations were truly
enchanting. This amazing setting swept you away, so you knew
right from the start that you were in for a magical, fun-filled day.
Hurrying upstairs to the performance area, I was in time to
catch the upbeat singing of Jackie Jack, the festival’s opening
entertainer. He debuted his lively, get-up-and-dance theme
song, which he created especially for the children’s festival.
It was about this point
when someone whispered
in my ears that pancakes
were
being
served
downstairs. My husband
disappeared quickly, my
son and I followed a few
minutes later. We were all
treated to a free pancake
and sausage breakfast
with coffee and an
amazing
array
of
‘condiments’-butter, jam,
syrup, pineapple and
orange slices—no detail
DANCING UP A WHIRLWIND
was missed. The breakfast
was part of the monthly
Dad’n Me pancake breakfasts (and playtime) held at Dragonfly
Daycare and sponsored by Success by Six. It was such a welcome
and wonderful surprise, and added to the ‘magic’ of the day.
Our bellies full, my son was eager to try the treasure hunt
activity, but we got sidetracked on the way past the face-painting
area. Cheeks aflame (that’s what he wanted painted, but no
sparkles thank you!), Nicholas and his dad then braved the
pouring rain to navigate the outside treasure hunt.
I went back upstairs to enjoy the continuing entertainmentstorytellers, singers, and musicians. Spilt Milk Comedy Theatre
traveled from Victoria with a troop of kids to give a one-hour
improv theatre performance. One of the highlights for Nicholas
was ‘Balloon Science with Karen.’ Imagine the rising tension
when you spread balloons on the stage, rest a large wooden
board on top of them, and then ask children, one-by-one, to
climb on the board supported by only the balloons—we reached
ten!

W

We were so enthralled by the upstairs entertainment, that we
didn’t make it downstairs again to visit the craft-making or
costume areas. However we saw the delightful, sparkly winged, or
caped, creatures, who kept appearing upstairs throughout the day.
We took only a few minutes (too much to see and do!) to gulp
down our packed lunch. As the concession and food-eating areas
were jam-packed—we were thankful for the space and quiet
provided in the ‘quiet room.’ The whole day was so thoughtfully
planned! There were even free treats made available for the
children—carrots, juice, crackers, fruit leather, and apples—to
keep them sustained throughout all their activities.
As the day drew to a
close
we
rushed
downstairs to the ‘not-tobe missed’ den-building
area. A few circuits
crawling through the dens
made of tree branches and
their connecting tunnels
satisfied Nicholas. Then it
was back upstairs again
for the festival finale—
raffle draw, reprise of the
festival’s theme song,
dancing, balloons, and
bubbles. An exciting,
magical day!
PHOTO: SHEL NEUFELD

The Initial Idea

The Pender Island Children’s Festival was the brainchild of
Pender mother Monica Flexhaug. She wanted to create an
opportunity on Pender for every child and family to experience
a day of fun together. She made initial enquiries of people in
child-related organizations, and a formal group to create the
festival was formed in October of 2006. Monica’s initial vision
evolved through the creativity of every single member of the
group. In true Islands-style, what the day became was the result
of their collective imagination. The amount of work it took to
bring the children’s festival to fruition was amazing, doubly so as
much of it was carried out by already-busy Pender moms.
The day after, clean-up day, organizers got a phone call from a
person in Washington, who had heard about the children’s festival
and was enquiring when next year’s event would be. The answer
was that all the details will be available on the event’s website
(which is under development) www.penderchildrensfestival.org.
Stay tuned. May the magic continue! 

Cookbook Review ~ Gillian Allan

ExtraVeganZa
didn’t want to review this vegan cookbook
without trying one of the recipes. As a result,
this cookbook full of original recipes from
Saanich’s Phoenix Organic Farm (and B&B) has
been on my kitchen shelf for a few months. And
since I live on an island, am building a cabin, and
live in a trailer, cooking isn’t easy. Space is at a
premium, and my oven, well, I made flat muffins in it once and
never baked in it again.
Like most vegan cookbooks, this one has over 250 recipes, but
basically half of them are sweet. I’ve used more than ten vegan
cookbooks over the years and this is a common trend that always
irks me. Yes, I would like to eat mostly dessert, but I don’t.
Nevertheless, it was a dessert recipe I opted to try. The truth
is, my husband is the cook, I’m the baker. Best to stick with what
I’m good at. Plus, we had been given an unbelievable amount of
dark chocolate bars for Christmas and I could use them in the
pie instead of eating them all myself.
So, I made the Chocolate-Nut Pie (page 168) with the Flaky
Crust (page 193) for a New Year’s Eve potluck. The basic idea is
grind nuts, add melted chocolate and sweet stuff, bake and chill.
The prep wasn’t that smooth—I didn’t have the coconut
butter and spelt flour the crust recipe called for, so used
sunflower oil and kamut instead. The crust was actually really
easy to make and didn’t involve rolling out the crust and
manoeuvring it into the pie dish. Instead, you simply plop the
dough ball into the middle of the pan and press it into the dish
with your hands. I had never done this before, and was worried
the crust would be too hard, but no, it was still flaky and tasty.
On to the filling—I didn’t have pecans, so I spent an hour
cracking locally grown hazelnuts and walnuts instead. I didn’t
have the called for food processor either, so I used my blender
(an old 70’s model from the local second-hand store). When I
was turning the nuts into powder the blender smoked and when
I added the melted chocolate mixture, it died. I cleaned it out
and left it on the porch to cool down, where my husband saw it
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when he got home, laughed, and put it in the
garbage can.
Anyway, I managed to finish the filling with my
hand blender and marched off down the road to
the neighbour’s house, uncooked pie in hand. Half
an hour later, the pie was baked, decorated with
walnuts and chilling in the fridge.
The pie was a hit! Firm, rich and super chocolatey, yum! You
only needed the smallest piece to satisfy even the wildest of
chocoholics. All night I got compliments—maybe the author
sticks to desserts because they are her forte.
And yes, there are enough savory dishes for plenty of
experimenting too. Appys, soups, grains, buns, breads and
twelve main dishes. The Vegan Pad Thai and the Sweet Pepper
Coconut Corn Chowder look particularly tempting.
Two unique things that this cookbook offers are an edible
flowers glossary and a section on natural food dyes. Very useful for
those parents, myself included, who are afraid of chemical food
colouring and fake sugar flowers come birthday cake baking time.
My biggest issue? Where are the luscious colour pictures
page after page? This cookbook has only eight pages of colour
pictures and some very nice black and white pictures, but they
don’t even come close to the glossy, mouth-watering pics you
find in most cookbooks. I realize it’s probably to save on the
printing costs, but a cookbook without lots of colour pictures
lacks true zest. Because what some people really like is to curl up
in a cosy spot and just look at cookbooks, fodder to imagine an
‘extravegant’ meal and dream of a lovely dinner party. It’s not
the cooking, per say, but the romance of it all.
Obviously the author, whose whimsical farm and personality
are highlighted in the introduction, gets this. But the printing
didn’t quite capture the magic of the author’s food and farm.
Nonetheless, the recipes are tantalizing and the one I tried was
simply fabulous, despite my cooking faux pas.
ExtraVeganZa: Original Recipes from Phoenix Organic Farm,
Laura Matthias, New Society Publishers, $29.95. 

IAN TAMBLYN
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Returns to Salt Spring Island!

Sunday, March 18
Benefit concert at ArtSpring for the Institute
for Sustainability, Education and Action (I-SEA)

Our home package system makes
it easy to build your home, cottage
or vacation retreat.
Post and Beam, Timber Frame, and Log
888-546-9663 • www.linwoodhomes.com

Tickets: $15 at Artspring & I-SEA Office
Doors: 6pm for Silent Auction, Organic
Feast of Local Food & Wine
Performance: 7:30pm
I-SEA Office: 124 Lower Ganges Road
Hours: Tuesday & Thursday, 10am–2pm
Contact: 250-537-4400
sustain@saltspring.com • www.i-sea.org
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Transportation
study to review
safety in Ganges

Photo: Brian Haller

In late January, sixteen enthusiastic Mayne Islanders enjoyed a marimba
workshop with member of ‘Marimba Mazuva’ Ted Wright.

Book Review ~ Barry Mathias

The Memory Keeper’s Daughter
he Memory Keeper’s Daughter is one of the best
books I’ve read recently. Written by Kim Edwards,
the story explores the consequences of a decision
made by the main character, Dr David Henry, on a fateful
winter’s night in 1964. Isolated by a blizzard, he is forced to
deliver his own twins. A healthy son is born first, but the
daughter is born with Down’s syndrome.
For reasons that are explored during the novel, he
orders his nurse, Caroline Gill, to take his daughter to an
institution, and tells his wife the child died at birth. However,
Caroline decides to raise the child as her own, and disappears
into another city. She makes contact with David Henry, but
never reveals where she is living. He takes up photography, a
lonely pastime, as he tries to keep alive a memory of his unseen

T

The Capital Regional District and the BC
Ministry of Transportation are initiating a
transportation study to review pedestrian,
cyclist and motorist safety issues for the north
part of Ganges Village on Salt Spring Island.
CRD Director Gary Holman is
coordinating this project and has outlined a
number of community safety issues in the
study area, which includes Rainbow Road
and Lower Ganges Road north of Rainbow
Road to Atkins Road. This area includes the
route used by students walking from the
water taxi to Gulf Islands Secondary School.
The CRD will hold three public meetings
to review issues and discuss opportunities.
The community is invited to attend these
meetings and to provide information that
will help develop conceptual plans that could
result in safer roads in the future. The first
public meeting is scheduled for Monday,
March 12 from 4 to 8pm at Meaden Hall. 

daughter. During the twenty-five years of the story, the
reader becomes involved with the lives of those who are
affected, in so many unexpected ways, as a result of his
single, momentous decision.
Kim Edwards writes elegantly, creating memorable
characters and establishing a fine sense of place and time.
She examines carefully the impact on human interactions
when guilt and regret restrict the natural expression of
happiness and success. Throughout the story there is a
clear momentum and a wonderful sense of fulfillment.
If you liked The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd, you
will be delighted with this first novel by Kim Edwards.
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Why wait? Build green now!
CANADIAN WOODEN DOMES
Our domes are ideal for healthy
homes, inspiring studios, yoga centres
and tourist or recreational lodges.
• Eco-friendly &
Energy Efficient
• Unique, versatile
& aesthetically
pleasing
• Earthquake &
Hurricane
Resistant
• Simple & Quick
to Erect
• Cost Effective

For information:1-877-982-3322
www.canadianwoodendomes.ca

VISIT A FINISHED LODGE AT:
WWW.DomeQuixote.COM

www.islandtides.com

The Memory Keeper’s Daughter, Kim Edwards, 2006, Penguin
Books, $18.50. 

Please send your 2007
Voluntary Subscription

Pender Island Film Group celebrates first year
Pender Island’s Film Group
The showing of the film End
can’t believe it’s been one year
of Suburbia prompted locals to
already! The small but
begin planning a community
dedicated bunch has shown
garden. They are now the
approximately one film a week,
Pender Organic Community
every Thursday evening (with
Garden Society, slated to start
the occasional Saturday) for a
planting in the spring of 2008!
year—wow, that’s 52 films! The
This past weekend, to
group
presents
thoughtcelebrate its first anniversary,
provoking films and strives to
the film group showed the
help build community by
inspiring and uplifting film
bringing Islanders together
Sound of the Soul followed by
every week.
the beautiful voices of the
The
group
launched
Balkan Babes—lifting spirits
Thursday film night with the
even more.
showing of local filmmaker Pender Island Film Group members put their
Film Group members give
Sheila Jordan's award-winning heads together.
kudos to Colin Hamilton and
short film Kathleen’s Closet (which was preceded by her Garrett McCleod, the tireless duo that moviegoers see practically
daughter Rowyn’s debut short) to a whopping full house of 140 every week.
Penderlings. The funds raised went to the film’s star Babz Chula
Next on the roster is the Pender Island Short Film Festival on
and her fight against brain cancer.
March 15 with films made by locals, including Island Tides’ own
Next, Derek Masselink picked German filmmaker Thomas filmmaker, Christa Grace-Warrick!
Riedelsheimer’s enchanting documentary, Rivers and Tides,
If you would like to join the film group, volunteer, or receive
about nature artist Andy Goldsworthy—also shown to a packed weekly film updates, email penderfilmgroup@cablelan.net or
house. Other films have included End of Suburbia, and recently phone Colin at 250-629-6608. See you at the movies! 
the Oscar-winning documentary An Inconvenient Truth.

Gulf Islanders preserve their properties and
receive tax savings
The natural features of most of Little D’Arcy Island and two
forest properties, one on Galiano Island and the other on Bowen
Island, are now protected from development, in part because
Gulf Island landowners are taking advantage of tax incentives
that help them protect natural areas.
Now in its third year, the Natural Area Protection Tax
Exemption Program is available in Islands Trust areas within
the Capital Regional District and the Sunshine Coast Regional
District. Seven landowners have entered NAPTEP, each now
saving between $1,300 and $3,700 annually on their property
taxes. The 2007 deadline to apply is April 1.

Little D’Arcy Island
The owners of Little D’Arcy Island, located south of Sidney
Island and east of Central Saanich, and the owners of a property
on Galiano Island have recently placed conservation covenants
on their land to protect natural features. In return, they are
receiving a 65% on-going property tax reduction on the portion
of the land protected through the Islands Trust’s Natural Area
Protection Tax Exemption Program (NAPTEP).

ONE LEASE SPACE AT HOPE BAY
Oceanfront
Oceanfront
prof
essional space
professional
on Pender
Pender Island.

The newly protected Little D’Arcy Island is one of the most
pristine and biologically diverse islands in the region. It also has
an interesting history as a former holding facility for Chinese
immigrants afflicted with leprosy from 1907 to 1912. Donors Phil
and Mary Middleton chose to protect 95% of their eight hectare
(20 acre) island in perpetuity, allowing for only two small
building sites. The donors have protected the island’s rare and
endangered plant species from damage by deer grazing and
development. In addition to property tax savings through
NAPTEP, the Middletons are also able to take advantage of

• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?
If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our 70 free
boxes across the Gulf of Georgia, Victoria or
Nanaimo, you can show your support and
appreciation by sending a voluntary subscription of

($25 + $1.50gst = $26.50) to:
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0

Thank You!
heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you
who have sent in subscriptions. And keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste
them all in our scrapbooks!
A

www.islandtides.com

A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.

PROTECTED PROPERTIES, please turn to page 9

The Big Band 70th
Anniversary Dance
Saturday, March 17, 8 -11pm
Saturna Community Club Hall

1,582 sq. ft. - $47,400
FOB Vancouver (Standard Specs)

‘Swing Shift Orchestra’
Salt Spring Island’s 17-piece swing
band with vocalist Sue Newman
& tap dancer Wes Knapp
~ Cash Bar & Light Food ~
Tickets: Paul White
$15 reserved / $20 door
tel: 250-539-9883
fax: 250 539-9813
email: jazzbeau@telus.net

Call for
es:
for info
info on our reasonable
reasonable rat
rates:
250.629.6490
yrising.com
ising.com
250.629.6490 or email info@hopeba
info@hopebayr

Did something in this edition:

Proudly Presented by Saturna Community Club

• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct.
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.
Your Island Representative
Russ Anderson
R. Anderson Technical Services
Port Alberni, BC
Phone: (250) 720-6000
View over 100 plans at:
(250) 720-2270
www.nelson-homes.com Fax:
e-mail: russanderson@shaw.ca
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PUBLIC INPUT
Islands Trust
Proposed 2007-2008 Annual Budget
Visit our web site at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca

Email:budget2007@islandstrust.bc.ca

We’d Like to Hear From You
The Islands Trust invites input from the public on its proposed annual budget.
Your input will be considered when the Islands Trust Council deliberates the
proposed budget prior to making a final decision on March 29.
Details of the proposed budget can be obtained directly from the following
Islands Trust offices:
1-500 Lower Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island, BC
Phone: 250-537-9144

700 North Road
Gabriola Island, BC
Phone: 250-247-2063

200-1627 Fort Street
Victoria, BC
Phone: 250-405-5151

This information is also available on the Island Trust’s website at
www.islandstrust.bc.ca.
Submissions from the public regarding the financial plan must be delivered by:
4:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 21
Islands Trust Council
Attention: Treasurer
#200-1627 Fort Street
Victoria, BC V8R 1H8
OR
Fax: (250) 405-5155
OR

E-mail at: budget2007@islandstrust.bc.ca

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643

To
Burn or Berm—Is There a Question?
Brandon Bauer
ith outdoor burning banned all
summer long there is a tendency for
a pile to accumulate in one corner of
the yard. This pile usually consists of slash,
branches, stumps, scrap wood, lumber with
nails, perhaps a little cardboard, and other
things generally called garbage or waste. These
piles range from small home-sized to large
development slash piles.
Energy can neither be created nor
destroyed, and a tree is a battery collecting the
sun’s energy. We know that smoke, when we
burn wood, is pollution, or waste. Wait, there’s
that ‘waste’ word again. Waste equals unused
energy. We are actively polluting our air, our
communities, and our families while wasting
valuable unused energy.
Wood waste is biomass, or nutrient matter.
The lifecycle of a tree starts as a seed. By using
the carbon-based energy of its predecessors
mixed with sun and water, it grows to be the
largest living organism on the planet, defying
gravity for a much as 120m.
At the end of its life cycle, a forest tree falls
bringing other trees down with it, leaving a
twisted mass of crossed trunks and branches.
Leaves and needles fall off depositing a
collection of nitrogen and minerals on the
forest floor. These initial nutrients awaken
dormant soil organisms, the decomposers—
various types of fungi, and micro fungi.
After these little creatures have finished
breaking down complex carbon chains, then
insects and other critters like sow bugs,
termites, centipedes and even slugs come in.
Along with water, these and other natural
systems redistribute the tree’s (originally the
sun’s) energy throughout the surrounding
environment, making it accessible for the next
generation of trees.
Imagine a group of trees standing on a
hillside. What you see makes up only 50 to 55%
of the total mass of those trees. The other half is
living below the earth. When it rains a tree uses
its leaves and branches as a means of slowly

W

SMOKE FREE from page 5
policies are completely legal.’ stated Jack
Boomer, Director of the Clean Air Coalition of
BC. ‘Landlords can legally include no-smoking
clauses in all new tenancy agreements, banning
smoking in individual units, including outdoor
patios, balconies and the entire property. This
is no different than policies that restrict noise
or pets, or any other policy that protects other
tenants’ well being or the landlord’s property.

funneling water to its trunk roots. Its leaves and
needles slow the rain from pelting to earth and
flushing away the food supply the tree has
deposited on its own roots. Once the water has
reached the forest floor, the woody litter holds
the water, allowing it to percolate into the soil.
A tree in a forest environment holds the
equivalent of its weight in water in the soil, and
can support more than 10,000 living organisms
in our climate. In the tropics, the number of
organisms supported is ten times higher.
When our forests are cut, land de-stumped,
and branches burned we set the stage for
unnatural events. Do any Salt Springers
remember what happened to Blackburn,
Cushion Lake, and the Fulford-Ganges Road
last winter? Two properties in the Blackburn
Lake Watershed were cleared of trees. The
resulting surge of run-off and sediment clogged
culverts forcing the lake to overflow onto the
Fulford-Ganges Road.

Berming is an Alternative
I am not saying that cutting trees is inherently
bad and I am not telling anyone not to do it. I
heat my home with wood and live in a wood
home. I am also a carpenter and find wood to
be an attractive building material. What I am
recommending are more thoughtful landdevelopment and stewardship practices.
So what is a Berm? A berm is a giant woody
compost. The difference between a berm and a
compost pile is that with a berm you don’t have
to turn, screen or move into your garden. A berm
stays in place, and feeds the already present soil
flora. You can add to it, you can make it a
permanent fixture. Berms, over time, can
become great wind, noise, and light screens.
They can also be planted with trees that
further protect your house from outside
influences. If one were to quantify the potential
mass of a development’s burn pile, it is the
equivalent of one tree for every two trees-worth
of lumber removed.
So, when we burn, one-third of the total
BURN OR BERM, please turn to page 10

‘Unfortunately there is still a widespread
belief that smoking in private dwellings is a
private rights matter, and that the home is your
castle,’ added Boomer. ‘Given how dangerous
second-hand smoke really is, we believe that
the issue needs to be reframed to convey that
tenants have a right not to be exposed to a
known carcinogen in their own homes.’ 

Notice to the Public
Community Information Sessions
Southern Gulf Islands Trial Schedule
Beginning April 5 to June 22, 2007, BC Ferries will be testing a Friday evening shoulder season schedule for
the Southern Gulf Islands.
As a result, some regularly scheduled sailing times will be changing. Community members of the Southern Gulf
Islands are encouraged to attend any one of the information sessions below for more information about affected sailings
and the trial process.
Pender Island

Saturna Island

Mayne Island

Galiano Island

Salt Spring Island

Saturday, March 10th
9:15-11:00 am

Saturday, March 10th
1-2:45 pm

Saturday, March 10th
5:15-7 pm

Saturday, March 17th
9:30-11:15 am

Saturday, March 17th
4-5:45 pm

Parish Of Pender &
Saturna Islands
4703 Canal Rd

Saturna Recreation &
Cultural Centre
104 Harris Rd

Ag Hall
430 Fernhill Rd

South End Hall
141 Sturdies Bay Rd

ArtSpring
100 Jackson Ave

For more information on this test, please contact 1-888-BC FERRY or visit our website at www.bcferries.com.
PLEASE NOTE - The trial period will be in effect:
Thursday, April 5th
(Easter long weekend)
April 6th – June 22nd (12 Fridays)
This trial shoulder season schedule is only intended to address the period before the peak summer months when traffic
to the Southern Gulf Islands begins to increase. The summer schedule will begin on June 27, 2007.

Education Commentary ~ Russ Searle
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Educational squeeze tighter in rural schools; minister not listening
uring the past school year, the Minister of Education,
Shirley Bond, backed by Premier Gordon Campbell,
committed to visiting every school district in BC, and
Wednesday, January 24 was the turn of Gulf Islands School
District (SD#64). Minister Bond began her Salt Spring day by
having a closed-door breakfast meeting with the school board.
Issues ranging from local education initiatives to funding were
discussed. Later, the Minister went walkabout and spoke with
students at several schools on that Island.
Before returning to Victoria, the Minister granted a twentyminute interview with Island Tides. Regarding school fees, and
the recent court decision that school districts are allowed to
charge fees only for non-essential courses, the Minister replied
that she is still awaiting information and that some options could
require legislation. She did not say what those options might be.
With respect to school funding, the Minister noted that 55 of
the 60 districts in the province are experiencing declines in
enrollment, and that this is presenting school districts with
challenges.

D

Inequitable Funding For Small
Districts
When asked about a letter sent to her on January 16 from School
District #59 (Peace River South) about inequitable funding, the
Minister replied that she had not seen the letter but was aware of
it. This letter points out the inequity in provincial funding for
wage increases to non-teaching staff; small districts receive less
than large districts for non-teaching staff wage increases.
The letter concluded by asking ‘that the Ministry of
Education reconsider its funding allocation method to one that
is fair and equitable, and does not penalize rural districts.’

One Size Does Not Fit All
The Ministry of Education funds every school district in the
province for their day-to-day operational expenses. It does this
through operational grants. Strangely, however, it does not base
these grants on the actual costs incurred in school districts, (the
amounts of which are readily available from school districts’
secretary-treasurers) but on a variable number of formulas
(approximately 16 this year). This has the unfortunate effect of
forcing school districts to budget according to the formulas and
not according to their actual expenses.
The funding formulas also create inequities between districts
since student needs and geographic factors vary greatly among
the sixty school districts in the province.
No combination of ‘one size fits all’ formulas can compensate
for these differences. Because their needs are very different from
those of larger urban districts, this is particularly true for smaller
rural and mid-size districts. These districts have suffered from
inadequate funding relative to larger districts for more than a
decade.

Different Districts, Different Responses
In response to these inequitable funding shortfalls, many
districts chose to close schools and lay-off teachers to balance
their budgets.

Three school districts (including SD#64) made the
extraordinary decision to implement the 4-day school week.
These districts implemented this drastic and innovative measure
in order to retain teachers. By retaining five percent of their
teaching staff who would otherwise have been laid off, these
districts were able to reduce class sizes, reduce the number of
grades in a single class in smaller schools, and provide more
counselling, additional courses, and library time for students.
The obvious question was whether missing Fridays would
have a deleterious effect on learning. Four years later, the 4-day
week move seems to have paid off over closing schools; the
overall performance of students has not shown any decline.
However neither course of action negates the fact that the
current funding allocation system is itself problematic—in fact
they underscore that. The need for drastic measures should have
been a wake up call for the ministry.
The problem was recognized by the government’s own Task
Force on Rural Education which, in 2003, recommended that
the government ‘increase public understanding of the funding
allocation system’ and ‘review rural schools funding.’ The
government continues to ignore those recommendations.
On Salt Spring, Minister Boyd could only remark that
different school districts respond differently to fiscal problems.

Technical Review Rubber Stamping
Funding woes in the Gulf Islands district have been documented
many times; more than a decade after the problem was brought
to the attention of the Ministry, there has been minimal change.
Will the SD#59 letter change anything? It’s doubtful as
Minister Bond once again dismissed the claim that the Funding
Allocation System (FAS) was inequitable. She emphasized that
every year, the System is examined by a Technical Review
Committee (TRC), which includes superintendents and
secretary-treasurers.
The implication is that
because these groups examine
SHORELINE DESIGN
the current FAS, therefore it
www.shorelinedesign.ca
must be all right. The catch is
that the TRC is merely
advisory, and is frequently left
out of the decision-making
loop when the Ministry makes
changes to funding.
Cameron Dow, president
of the BC School District
Secretary
Treasurers’
Association, has reiterated his
concern that the TRC is only
an advisory body. He
comments that there are
many differing opinions
among the sixty school
districts’ secretary-treasurers
as to whether to endorse the
• fully insured
• excellent
references

PROTECTED PROPERTIES from page 7
special income tax incentives available to both
individual and corporate landowners through
Environment Canada’s
Ecological Gifts
Program.

Galiano Island
On Galiano Island, Jim and Christina
Barrineau entered NAPTEP to preserve 1.76
hectares (4.4 acres) of young forest and a creek
on their property, now part of a protected area
network on the Island.
‘We chose to protect our land because we
wanted to preserve it as a legacy for our family
in as unspoiled a way as possible. We felt like
we were also helping to preserve the beauty of
Galiano and the Gulf Islands in general for
future generations,’ says donor Jim Barrineau.

Bowen Island
On Bowen Island, donors Neil Boyd and Isabel
Otter donated three hectares (7.4 acres) of
forested land to the Islands Trust Fund as part
of a neighbourhood rezoning and subdivision
process. Their donation qualified as an
Ecological Gift. The donated land is named the
David Otter Nature Reserve, after their son.
‘Incentives to protect natural areas are
becoming an important part of the
conservation tool box in the Gulf Islands,’ says
Islands Trust Fund Chair Sheila Malcolmson.
‘By promoting incentive programs we are
trying to tip the financial balance towards
nature protection, away from development and
logging. It seems to be working.’ 

SCHOOL DISTRICT #64
(Gulf Islands)
February 28, 2007

Re: Consideration of Local School Calendar Option for 2007/2008
At the September 13, 2006 meeting of the Board of School Trustees, the following motion was
passed:
‘To give ample time for public input and discussion, be it resolved that the Board of Trustees
will consult with the community in accordance with the School Act and the School Calendar
Regulation to seek input and feedback regarding the proposed Local School Calendar.
Written submissions may be made to the Board throughout the school year until April 10,
2007. Additionally, time will be allotted for public input on each island community immediately
following the Regular Public Board meeting held on each island. Proper notice will be
given in each community as to the time and date of these meetings.’
Further opportunities to provide feedback include:
• Email through www.sd64.bc.ca - click on ‘07/08 Local Calendar Comment Form;
• Individual written submissions addressed to the Board of School Trustees, through Dawne
Fennell, Executive Assistant;
• Public Meeting of the Board of School Trustees - April 11, 2007 at Gulf Islands Secondary
School at 1:00 p.m. At this meeting the Board will make a decision on whether or not to
adopt the local school calendar for 2007/2008.
To view the draft calendar to be considered for approval, please refer to www.sd64.bc.ca
home page, right hand side. A copy of this draft will also be posted at each school.

FAS as a whole or in part—and that only three secretarytreasurers sit on the TRC at any one time. Hardly a ringing
endorsement of the funding formulas! (Geoff Jopson, president
of the BC School Superintendents’ Association did not want to
comment at this time.)

‘Have Nots’ May Be Victims of Injustice
On the positive side, the government has recently implemented
a $15.5 million initiative to assist districts which would otherwise
lose more than 1% of their funding in any one year, but this only
glosses over the issue of the inequitable funding methods used
by the Ministry; some of this money would never have been
needed if there were funding equity. The government likes to
pretend that this funding is needed because of drastic reductions
of enrollment, but that’s not completely true as the letter from
SD#59 demonstrates.

Site Visits
Visits to school districts throughout the province by the Premier
and the Minister of Education are a worthwhile endeavour
because it allows them to see what is happening in schools. This
will hopefully open their eyes to what is needed in classrooms,
and they will respond positively to the specific needs of different
districts.
However, it appears the government is still wearing blinders
with respect to school funding by endlessly repeating the mantra
that the Funding Allocation System funds school districts
equitably. It doesn’t, and there’s a growing chorus of voices from
school districts around the province who are demanding that
this be fixed.
For the sake of our children’s education, let’s hope the
government begins listening soon. Otherwise children in some
districts, notably those in smaller and rural ones such as SD #64,
will be denied an equal opportunity to succeed, and that is not
acceptable. 

We offer

visitors a

better deal!
Our quality accommodation includes:
indoor pool, sauna,
free parking, in-room coffee,
a convenient location
and a warm welcome.
Stay with us.

45
39

$

from

*

3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC V8Z 3K4
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

Peter Christenson 250-629-8386

1-800-997-6797

specializing in water access
over steep & rugged terrain

* Single
occupancy.
Subject
Valid
March
31, 2007.
* Single
occupancy.
Subjecttotoavailability.
availability. Valid
to to
March
31, 2003

www.blueridgeinn.ca

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF
SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS HARBOURS COMMISSION
REGULATION BYLAW AMENDMENT
The Board of the Capital Regional District (CRD) gives notice that it intends to
adopt Bylaw No. 3417, cited as Capital Regional District Southern Gulf Islands
Harbours Commission Regulation Bylaw No. 1, 2000, Amendment Bylaw No. 4,
2007, at its meeting of March 28, 2007.
The CRD Southern Gulf Islands Harbours Commission Regulation Bylaw (Bylaw
No. 2844) makes regulations for the safe operation and administration of the
docks operated by the Commission in the Southern Gulf Islands.
Bylaw No. 3417 amends Bylaw No. 2844 by:
• changing the definition of ‘abandoned’ in section 1
• changing the wording in sections 15 (Storage) and 30 (Dock Management)
• adjusting the moorage fees and GST in Schedule A - Fees and Licenses
• adding Bedwell Harbour, South Pender Island and Lyall Harbour, Saturna
Island to Schedule B - Docks Administered By The Commission
• replacing the Moorage/License Agreement in Schedule C
• deleting the word ‘storage’ from the title of Schedule D
Enquiries regarding Bylaw No. 3417 may be directed to Mr. Al Cannon, Southern
Gulf Islands Harbours Commission Ports Manager, (telephone 250-539-3036).
A copy of Bylaw No. 3417 may be viewed in full during normal working hours,
excluding statutory holidays, from Feb. 28 to March 28, 2007, at the CRD offices
listed below:
• Public Notice Posting Place, Main Floor, 625 Fisgard Street, Victoria
• CRD Building Inspection office, 4605 Bedwell Harbour Road (Driftwood
Centre), North Pender Island (Mon., Wed., Fri. - 8:30 am to Noon; 1:00 pm
to 4:30 pm)
You may also view Bylaw No. 3417 on the Internet @
http://www.crd.bc.ca/bylaws/smallcraftharbourfac_/index.htm
Select Bylaw No. 3417 from the list of bylaws.
DATED this 28th day of February, 2007
Carmen Thiel
Corporate Secretary
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Trust receives funds for governance review
he Islands Trust has received a
Restructure Planning Grant of $12,500
from the Ministry of Community
Services for the Islands Trust Governance
Review. With terms of reference developed in
consultation with the Ministry, the independent
review is aimed at improving the unique local
government structure established under the
Islands Trust Act, and at improving the ability
of the Islands Trust to implement its provincial
mandate to preserve and protect the Trust Area.
Gary Holman, Capital Regional District
Director for Salt Spring Island, has also made
$3,000 available to support the $25,000 study.
Governance consultant Allan Neilson-

T

Welch will undertake the review, examining
options to address three issues unique to the
Islands Trust: the size of Local Trust
Committees; the allocation of decision-making
power at Islands Trust Council; and
coordination with regional districts (with an
initial focus on the Capital Regional District).
The review will be finished in mid-April and
will provide a basis for public consultation,
currently planned for May.
More information about the Governance Task
Force, including meeting agendas and minutes, is
posted on the Islands Trust website. The topic will
be on Trust Council’s agenda, March 28 on
Gabriola Island. 

Book Review ~ Trysh Ashby-Rolls

a mysterious old
woman.
Added to all this
are the valuable art
stolen from German
Jews during the
Second World War
that’s showing up in
local auction houses
and rumours of
person or persons
unknown planning to
loot a priceless Coast
Salish archaeological site.
How can Evans possibly knit together all
these threads? As one character remarks, ‘Bog
apparitions, spirit questers and a Salish Chief
who died a long time ago. Silas, this case is right
up your alley.’
And, as the trusty (read lusty) policeman we
grew to love in Seaweed on the Street
investigates, nothing is what it seems on the
surface. Unravelling the mysteries becomes a
life-and-death quest in another terrific read
from author Stanley Evans.

Seaweed on Ice
ow can anyone resist the tales of Silas
Seaweed, the Coast Salish police officer
who runs a storefront cop shop in
downtown Victoria? Seaweed on Ice is the
second book about this character. Seaweed is a
figment of author Stanley Evans’ vivid
imagination who really comes alive on the page.
Equally believable are the situations and
incidents that occur throughout the book—even
when events take a more metaphysical turn.
‘Naked men emerged from the underworld.
When Johnny saw them, he became enraged.
Gnashing his teeth, howling, he towed his
attendants to a male victim, seized an arm and
appeared to bite a chunk out of it. A shaman
sprang forward to examine the victim’s wound.
‘Again, Chief Alphonse pounded the floor
with his talking-stick. Singing and dancing
seductively, half-naked girls enticed Johnny into
a subterranean den, and we saw him not more.’
Of course, there is the usual murder and
mayhem that every fictional detective must
encounter. In this case it’s the disappearance of
an elderly Jewish immigrant and the murder of
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When you start them off with a
healthy, active lifestyle, kids have more
energy and self-conﬁdence to pursue their
goals for the future.
Contact us today to get a Physical Activity
Guide, to learn about the beneﬁts of physical
activity and sport participation, and how
the new Children’s Fitness Tax Credit
can help you keep your
child moving.

For information on
the Children’s Fitness
Tax Credit, call
1 800 959-8281.

Physical activity. It’s for life!
healthycanadians.ca

BERM OR BURN from page 8
biomass of a forest ecosystem ends up in the
atmosphere. As we are beginning to learn, the
greatest impacts humans have on our
environment are carbon emissions and airborn particulate matter. Much of this gas and
particulate could remain on the ground to
breakdown.
If we place this biomass in piles or rows
across the contour of a slope, we begin to use our
biomass to slow water, filter run-off and hold
that precious water in the land.
Berms also make great habitat. Wrens,
sparrows, towhees, and juncos are just a few of
the native birds that move in and find a warm
protected home. Berms also act as mulch or tree
LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that Mel Topping
of Salt Spring Island, B.C.,
intends to make application to the
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for a 10-year lease
for Residential-Private Moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
Land located in the vicinity of
Ganges Harbour, Salt Spring
Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1412926.
Written comments concerning this
application should be directed to
the Section Head, Integrated Land
Management Bureau at #142-2080
Labieux Rd., Nanaimo, B.C., V9T
6J9. Comments will be received by
ILMB until March 23, 2007. ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this date.
Please visit our website at:
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/clad/
index.html
under
Tenure
Overview
and
Program
Information for more information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information contact the
Freedom of Information Advisor at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

1 800 O-Canada (1 800 622-6232)
GANGES HARBOUR

Stanley Evans, ‘Seaweed on Ice’, TouchWood
Editions, 2006 $12.95. 

habitat. If we plant our berms with shrubs,
hedges, and trees, then we can really take
advantage of the rich biological activity
happening in a constructed ecosystem. From
adding diversity to your gardens and homes, to
saving water, blocking wind and noise, and
creating habitat for local wildlife, berming has a
place in a well-stewarded environment.
We may want or need to harvest trees, yet
this does not mean that we need to pollute the
atmosphere while stripping the forest floor of
all the available stored energy. Burning slash
piles has a huge impact on your family, your
community and your environment.
The land belongs to the future generations
of every living thing that exists today. 
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Beginning July 12, 2007, there are
new requirements for cattle producers;
slaughterhouses; feed, pet food and
fertilizer manufacturers; waste management facilities and others who handle,
transport or dispose of cattle remains.
Everyone involved must be prepared.
Visit www.inspection.gc.ca/bse or call
1-800-442-2342 to learn more.
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AUTOMOTIVE
GSA Auto Rentals
Monthly Rentals
from $525
Mention this ad &
get 10% off first
month’s rental.

Rent or Lease
Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Trucks
We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788
GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL
TRANSMISSION SERVICE
Road test by qualified
technician
Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
40-point driveline
safety check

only

.95
39
for cars

$

*

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)

* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

WANTED
Wanted old photographs to borrow
for preservation & museum archives.
Photo restoration specialist, wellknown to Vancouver Maritime
Museum & historical societies. 604939-3206, frazertwo@telus.net. View:
photos at www.historicphotos.ca

FOR RENT

REAL ESTATE

Saturna Island: NEW, 3 bedroom, 3
bath, 3 level. Long-term approx.
May/07. Central, views, separate
level with bath/storage for homebased business or ??. 250-721-5144

Salt Spring Island: Affordable 2bedroom rancher with ocean view,
partly renovated, 1115 sq ft,
woodstove, workshop, fruit trees,
grapes, sunny 1/2 acre, $317,000.
250-537-2506
If you are looking for Salt Spring
Real Estate you should use the
Ultimate
Property
Search
www.escapetosaltspring.com Scott
Simmons Sutton Westcan Realty

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230
Southern Gulf
House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER ISLAND LONG TERM:
Spectacular views from almost
every window are yours in this
spacious 2+ bedroom home. The
large lower area might be used as
a studio/office/family room-$1300.
Large 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom,
fully furnished home- $1000.
Licensed Property Management
on the Gulf Islands since 1994.

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES
BE PREPARED
COASTAL POWER
INSTALLS
GENERATORS
• Commercial Units
• Home Stand-Bys
• Sales, Service, Parts
AUTHORIZED
SERVICE DEALER
for

COASTAL POWER
SERVICE LTD.
CALL 250-383-2536

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

www.island-explorer.com/pender

GETAWAYS
MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at
Saturna Elementary School on
Wednesday, March 14 commencing at
1pm. To view the agenda for this
meeting,
please
refer
to
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html
Public Welcome!

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS!
Download our advertising package at:

www.islandtides.com

Maple and Oak select flooring Long
2-1/4 and 3-1/4 fir flooring.
Furniture builders wood. Heritage
baseboards, trim, tubs, fixtures,
doors, windows, bricks and so
much more! sydsdemosalvage.com,
250-381-1141

MOVED
HOMES
40+ buildings
available
www.nickelbros.com

Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile
Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

WATER TAXI

FREE

Docside Charters

SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL

250-217-4488

Gulf Islands
Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan

1-250-744-6842

www.flynn.ca

539-5252 or
250-478-6937

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

1-866-606-2237

1-877-652-0599

Well Drillers

ISLAND
MARINE

Serving All The
Southern
Gulf Islands

Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

MARINE

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes
& Aluminum Railings
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288
Servicing the Gulf Islands

HELP WANTED
Caretaker required. Galiano Island,
galiano.gulfislands.com/cliffhouse.
Long-term position available. We
are looking for a mature,
responsible, reliable couple with
B&B experience to manage the
Cliffhouse Cottages. References
required. Call Teresa LaMontagna
604-253-1450 or treel@telus.net.

BEACON COMMUNITY
SERVICES on Pender
Island requires Casual
Certified Community Health
Workers. Extensive related
experience as caregiver for
the elderly in homes or
facility settings considered in
lieu of certificate. A valid
driver’s licence and a reliable
vehicle are a must. Union
environment.
Please fax your resume to:
Barbara Butler
250-537-9969

Littoral: Tales from the Salish Sea ~ Trysh Ashby-Rolls
Sidney Soldier, Chemainus Child, &
Former Nanaimo Firefighter
Honoured
Kudos to Afghanistan battle hero Sgt Patrick Tower, six-year-old
Taylor Trudgeon and retired fire/rescue Captain Ab Seriani.
Tower, presented with the Star of Military Valour by Governor
General Michaëlle Jean at an award ceremony in Ottawa on
February 19 insisted he was ‘just doing [his] job.’ Yet the Sidney
citizen’s citation read: ‘Sargeant Tower’s courage and selfless
devotion to duty contributed directly to the survival of the
remaining platoon members.’
He took over command immediately after his superiors in the
field were killed, leading his troops to safety despite heavy enemy
fire. In receiving Canada’s second-highest military honour
Tower spoke of losing four soldiers during the incident. ‘The
medal’s for the whole platoon,’ he said.
Taylor Trudgeon may be only six but she knows how to make
an emergency 911 call. The little girl was home with her mother
and younger sister last December when her mom collapsed with
an epileptic seizure. The Grade 1 student at Chemainus
Elementary called for help, told the dispatcher her address and
phone number, and that her mother needed an ambulance. At
the same time she kept an eye on her mom’s condition. The child
was ‘amazing,’ commented dispatcher, Tat Ridenour. On
February 20, Taylor received the Good Samaritan Award given
by the BC Ambulance Service to recognize a person ‘who does
something unexpected and unusual.’
Retired fire fighter, 80-year-old Ab Seriani took more than
the heat when fire broke out last December in a Nanaimo
apartment building. He took with him expertise he learned over
decades fighting blazes, such as the 1960 devastation of
Chinatown, and the terrible Shell oil fire in the 1970s on
Townsite Road. Without giving it a moment’s thought, Seriano
darted into the Highland Boulevard building after hearing
alarms and finding the place full of smoke. By the time
firefighters came onto the scene, the former fire department
captain had rescued a resident before grabbing a hose to control
flames.
In presenting Seriani with an Award of Merit, Fire Chief Ron
Lambert said he thought that Seriani’s skills clicked-in
automatically. In other words, once a firefighter, always a
firefighter.

Cobble Hill Resident Preserves
Antarctic Treasure
After visiting the Antarctic, Gordon Macdonald is home in
Cobble Hill. Not that he was away on vacation exactly. The
owner-operator of Macdonald & Lawrence Timber Framing was

the sole Canadian on an international team of experts tasked
with preserving and restoring Sir Ernest Shackleton’s hut. The
hut, built in 1908 at the famous explorer’s base camp on Ross
Island at Cape Royds, is on a list of World Monuments Watch’s
100 most endangered sites.
‘Until now, Shackleton’s hut has been considered one of the
world’s most-at-risk architectural treasures,’ said Macdonald.
‘With the conclusion of our work this season, I’m confident that
the huts will endure for future generations to enjoy.’
The project, sponsored by New Zealand’s Antarctic Heritage
Trust, will conserve the wooden huts erected by the Great Antarctic
Explorers, Carstens Borchgrevink (1899), Captain Robert Falcon
Scott (1902 and 1911) and Sir Ernest Shackleton (1908). This is the
conclusion of the third year of work at Cape Royds.
Preparations are now underway to conserve Captain Scott’s
Terra Nova hut at Cape Evans. ‘The conservation of historic
buildings in polar regions is an incredibly challenging business
due to the extreme environment and complex logistics, but we’ve
had good luck with the weather this year and enjoyed a highly
productive season.’
Macdonald also had the honour of guiding Sir Edmund
Hillary and New Zealand Prime Minister, the Right Honourable
Helen Clark, on a tour of Shackleton’s hut. Sir Edmund has been
one of Gordon Macdonald’s heroes since he was a boy. ‘Having
the opportunity to meet him on site this year was a definite high
point for me,’ he said. Hillary was guest of honour at a ceremony
marking the 50th anniversary of Scott Base and the launch of the
International Polar Year 2007-2008, which officially got
underway March 1.

Ladysmith to Campbell River Youth
Addiction Services Improved
In a market flooded with easy-to-come-by and often cheap crack,
coke, pot and Big H, society blames the teenager for what is often
simple experimentation. The ones who get hooked are often
youngsters covering up feelings of inadequacy, stress, depression,
anxiety and identifiable (and treatable) mental illness.
While he, or she, ‘chases the dragon,’ ‘space blasts,’ ‘visits
Aunt Nora or Aunt Hazel’ or ‘hitches up the reindeers’ on a
regular basis, this teen is not a happy camper. Parents won’t be
any the wiser about what’s going on until a son or daughter ends
up a sleepwalker—or a runaway streetwalker. If this lingo is
unfamiliar, and you have kids, it’s time to go to the drug slang
dictionary at parentingteens.about.com.
Once hooked, getting professional help, detox and other
support for young people close to home has, until now, been
almost impossible.
The good news is that Vancouver Island Health Authority
Youth Addiction Services has teamed up with community

agencies to the tune of an extra $1.5 million to provide more
detox counseling support and residential beds. New youth beds
are opening in Nanaimo, the Comox Valley and Campbell River,
with enhanced community-based outpatient counselling
services in Duncan, Ladysmith, Nanaimo, Parksville/Qualicum,
Port Alberni, as well as in the Comox Valley, Campbell River and
Mount Waddington.

Nanaimo Libraries Celebrate Black
History Month
Nowhere was Black History Month more celebrated than in
Nanaimo and Parksville libraries in February. Vancouver Island
Regional Library (VIRL) partnered with the Nanaimo African
Heritage Society to bring Itah Sadu, the Barbados-born children’s
storyteller and writer, to share her warmth and humour with an
audience of children and adults. Sidu read from her books and
engaged the crowd of youngsters in participative songs and stories.
Sharon Hanna, VIRL manager, says it may have been a first
experience of the African-Caribbean part of the Canadian mosaic
for many of the children present. ‘It was wonderful to see their lives
being enriched by Itah’s presentation.’
Nanaimo Harbourfront Branch also housed the Black Ink
display. This provided information about several acclaimed
Canadian authors; one such, Mairuth Sarsfield, lives in Qualicum
Beach. Included was a three-part display that explored Négritude,
the Harlem Renaissance, and Créolité. These ideological
movements fostered the development of black literature
worldwide as black writers developed themes that unite
geographically diverse elements of the African Diaspora—
discrimination, equality, colonialism and the recognition of
human rights.
The month-long party ended with a Blues Night at Queen’s
featuring Kenny ‘Blues Boss’ Wayne and a main stage
performance at the Port Theatre with Leon Bibb appearing with
Salt Spring Island’s Sweetwater and Eric Dozier and the One
Human Gospel Choir. If you weren’t at any of these events, look
lively and look out for Black History Month next year. 
SATURNA from page 3
several practical on-Island sessions. A wonderfully fortuitous
benefit is that the participants—Pat Harrof, Denise Kuzuyk,
Michael Pierce, Bill Douglass, John Robertson and Dwight
Carson—come from different parts of the Island, thus filling in the
cell phone dead areas that have worried emergency preparedness
people.
The group started out meeting in the Cafe but more and more
people have joined so they will go to the Rec Centre at 1pm
Wednesdays until April, when they attend the Pender weekend
course and then take the licensing exam. 

Black Gold:

The ‘Crusade’ for Oil

hroughout history, ‘wars of religion’ have served to
obscure the economic and strategic interests behind the
conquest and invasion of foreign lands. ‘Wars of religion’
were invariably fought with a view to securing control over
trading routes and natural resources.
The Crusades, extending from the 11th–14th centuries, are
often presented by historians as a continuous series of
military/religious expeditions made by European Christians in
the hope of wresting the Holy Land from the ‘infidel’ Turks. The
objective of the Crusades, however, had little to do with religion.
The Crusades largely consisted, through military action, in
challenging the domination of the Muslim merchant societies,
which controlled the Eastern trade routes.

T

~ Michel Chossudovsky

doctrine. The ‘war on terrorism’ and the notion of ‘preemption’
are predicated on the right to ‘self defense.’ They define when it
is permissible to wage war.
Possessing a ‘just cause’ for waging war is central to the Bush
administration’s justification for invading and occupying both
Afghanistan and Iraq.
This serves to build a consensus within the Armed Forces
command structures. It also serves to convince the troops that
the enemy is ‘evil’ and that they are fighting for a ‘just cause.’
More generally, the Just War theory in its modern day version is
an integral part of war propaganda and media disinformation,
applied to gain public support for a war agenda.

Tie-In With Oil
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Demonization
Demonization is a psychological operation, used to sway public
opinion and build a consensus in favour of war. It extends to
entire populations. In the current situation, it also targets
Muslims in Western Europe and North America. It purports to
break national consciousness and the ability to resist the
invader. It denigrates Islam. It creates social divisions.
Demonization is intended to divide national societies and
ultimately trigger civil war. It creates an environment which
facilitates the outright appropriation of the countries’ resources.
But at the same time, it has the potential to create a backlash, to
create a new national consciousness, to develop inter-ethnic
solidarity, and to bring people together in confronting the
invaders.

The largest share of the world’s
Redrawing The Map
oil reserves lies in a region
extending north from the tip of It is worth noting that the triggering of sectarian divisions and
Yemen to the Caspian Sea basin ‘civil wars’ is contemplated in the process of redrawing the map
and east from the eastern of the Middle East, where countries are slated to be broken up
Mediterranean coastline to the and transformed into territories. The map below of the ‘New
Persian Gulf. This broader Middle East’, although not official, was published in the Armed
Middle East–Central Asian Forces Journal and has been used by the US National War
region, which is the theatre of the Academy. In this map, nation states are broken up and
US-led ‘war on terrorism,’ is
international borders are redefined along sectarian-ethnic lines,
estimated to encompass more
broadly in accordance with the interests of the Anglo-American
than 60% of the world’s oil
oil giants. The map has also been used in a training program at
reserves.
Muslim countries, including NATO’s Defense College for senior military officers.
Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Iran, Kuwait,
The Oil Lies in Muslim Lands
the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, The oil lies in Muslim lands. If the oil were in countries occupied
Yemen, Libya, Nigeria, Algeria, predominantly by Buddhists or Hindus, one would expect that
Kazakhstan,
Azerbaijan,
US foreign policy would be directed against Buddhists and
Malaysia, Indonesia, and Brunei,
Hindus, who would also be the object of vilification.
possess between 66.2–75.9% of
In the Middle East war theatre, Iran and Syria, which are part
total oil reserves, depending on
of
the ‘axis of evil’, are the next targets. The collective
the source and methodology of
demonization
of Muslims, including the vilification of Islam,
CURRENT MAP OF THE MIDDLE EAST, © Eric Waddell, Global Research, 2003; image the estimate.
applied worldwide, ideologically constitutes an instrument of
In
contrast,
the
United
States
source, Wikipedia
of America has barely 2% of total conquest of the world’s energy resources. It is part of the broader
These ‘Just Wars’ were waged with the support of the oil reserves. Iraq has six times as much oil as the United States. economic and political mechanisms underlying the New World
Catholic Church, acting as an instrument of religious Muslim countries possess at least 16 times as much oil as the Order.
propaganda and indoctrination, which was used in the Western countries.
Western
countries,
enlistment throughout Europe of thousands of peasants, serfs
including major oil producers
and urban vagabonds.
(Canada, the US, Norway, the
America’s ‘Just War’
In the eyes of public opinion, possessing a ‘just cause’ for waging UK, Denmark and Australia)
war is central. A war is said to be just if it is waged on moral, control approximately 4% of
religious or ethical grounds. Throughout history, vilification of total oil reserves. (In the
alternative estimate of the Oil
the enemy has been applied time and again.
America’s current crusade in Central Asia and the Middle and Gas Journal, which
East is no exception. The ‘war on terrorism’ purports to defend includes Canada’s oil sands,
the American homeland and protect the ‘civilized world.’ It is this percentage would be of the
upheld as a ‘war of religion,’ a ‘clash of civilizations,’ when in fact order of 16.5%.) The other
the main objective of this war is to secure control and corporate major oil reserve countries are
ownership over the region’s extensive oil wealth, while also Venezuela, Russia, Mexico,
imposing, through the IMF and the World Bank (now under the China and Brazil.
The US led war in the
leadership of Paul Wolfowitz), the privatization of State
enterprises and the transfer of the countries’ economic assets broader Middle East–Central
Asian region seeks to gain
into the hands of foreign capital.
US sponsored ‘civil wars’ have also been conducted in several control over its reserves of oil
other strategic oil and gas regions including Nigeria, the Sudan, and natural gas, as well as oil
Colombia, Somalia, Yemen, Angola, not to mention Chechnya and gas pipeline routes out of
and several republics of the former Soviet Union. Ongoing US the region.
sponsored ‘civil wars,’ which often include the channelling of
The
oil
fields
are
covert support to paramilitary groups, have been triggered in the surrounded: NATO war ships MAP OF THE ‘NEW MIDDLE EAST’ © Lieutenant-Colonel Ralph Peters 2006, published in the
Darfur region of Sudan as well as in Somalia. Darfur possesses are stationed in the Eastern Armed Forces Journal, June 2006. Peters is a retired colonel of the U.S. National War Academy.
extensive oil reserves. In Somalia, lucrative concessions have Mediterranean (as part of a UN ‘peace keeping’ operation) and
already been granted to four Anglo-American oil giants.
US Carrier Strike Groups and Destroyer Squadrons in the © Michel Chussodovsky, Global Research 2007. This article
The Just War theory upholds war as a ‘humanitarian Persian Gulf and the Arabian Sea are deployed as part of the ‘war was edited from a longer original. Professor Michel
Chussodovsky has taught economics at the University of
operation.’ It serves to camouflage the real objectives of the on terrorism.’
military operation, while providing a moral and principled
The ultimate objective, combining military action, covert Ottawa for the past 30 years.
He is Director of the Center for Research on Globalization,
image to the invaders. In its contemporary version, it calls for intelligence operations and war propaganda, is to break down
military intervention on ethical and moral grounds against the national fabric and transform sovereign countries into open at www.globalresearch.ca. Chossudovsky is the author of the
‘rogue states’ and ‘Islamic terrorists’, who are threatening the economic territories, where natural resources can be plundered international best-seller ‘The Globalization of Poverty’
published in eleven languages. He is a contributor to the
‘homeland.’
and confiscated under ‘free market’ supervision. This control
Taught in US military academies, a modern-day version of also extends to strategic oil and gas pipeline corridors (eg ‘Encyclopaedia Britannica.’ His most recent book is entitled:
‘America’s War on Terrorism,’ Global Research, 2005.’ 
the ‘Just War’ theory has been embodied into US military Afghanistan).

Looking for Titanic connections
The Royal BC Museum is looking for British
Columbians with connections to passengers or
crew members who sailed aboard the Titanic
95 years ago. With a few more weeks till the
April 14 opening of ‘Titanic: The Artifact
Exhibition,’ the museum is collecting local links
to the historic liner.
‘The sinking of the Titanic was an
international event, and there are British
Columbians with direct ties to this disaster,’ says
museum CEO Pauline Rafferty. ‘It’s important to
recognize the people in this province whose lives

have been affected by the ship and its sinking.
We want to hear their stories.’
The exhibition, running until mid-October,
will feature 281 artifacts recovered from
Titanic’s undersea resting place in a series of
galleries that trace the life of the ‘unsinkable’
ship—from its design and construction through
to its discovery, recovery and conservation.
British
Columbians
with
Titanic
connections are asked to leave a message at
250-387-2249 or email their stories to
titanicconnections@royalbcmuseum.bc.ca. 

Fixed-roof accommodation chosen for
Cape Scott Park
Following a request for proposals, Strategic Forest Management Inc (SFMI) has been selected to
design a fixed-roof accommodation facility and provide associated visitor services for Cape Scott
Provincial Park. SFMI’s overall concept involves a hut-to-hut operation along the North Coast
Trail that utilizes yurts for roofed accommodation and offers a variety of educational, recreational
and interpretive services for park visitors. The yurts will be designed and built to have minimal
impact on the sensitive ecosystems and wildlife populations in Cape Scott Park.
SFMI is the current Park Facility Operator for Cape Scott, as well the contractor for
construction of the North Coast Trail. The locally based company employs about 50 professional
and technical staff and plans to expand its tourism and recreation sector business. 

