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Could that be the sun I feel?

Denman Island studies its agriculture
Denman is not a big Island, but it’s about 46%
farms, and has a hundred-year history of
farming. So it’s a good place to study the
problems and potential of farms on the
islands in the Strait of Georgia—mostly small,
operated by individuals or couples, selling
from the farm gate and weekly markets to
locals and tourists.
The Denman Island Agriculture Strategy
report was presented to the Islands Trust by
AEL Agroecological Consulting in January.
Besides a thorough survey of Denman’s
farms and farmers, and a valuable collection
of information on legislation, regulations, and
policies from governments ranging from the
Ottawa to the Local Trust Committee, this
report makes some very useful suggestions
about how agriculture can be encouraged and
sustained in the face of limited facilities and
limited markets.

Cost and Value of Farmland
The total capital value of all 28 farms on
Denman (from the 2006 Statistics Canada
Census of Agriculture) is estimated at $14.7
million, total annual operating expenses at
$333,000, and total annual gross farm
receipts at $200,000. From these figures,
Denman, with a mild climate and good soils,
would appear to be an ideal place for the
devoted farmer who wished he could win the
Lotto 6/49 –‘then I could farm until it was all
gone.’

Farming is not a profitable business on the
Island, and about half of the farms may be
classified as ‘hobby farms’.
Indeed, the cost of land is cited by many
farmers as the greatest obstacle to successful
agriculture on Denman. The total land area
devoted to agriculture is about 2,000 acres.
Most farms are between 10 and 69 acres, with
none over 179 acres.
The average age of farmers is 58.2 years,
with most farmers over 55. There are no
young farmers (under 35). About half of the
farmers have supplementary employment off
the farm.
Farmers identified some other major
problems:
•some farm products, particularly grains,
are not produced on Denman;
•Denman has a very limited consumer
base, and selling off-island has logistic
problems and high ferry costs; and
•The lack of a mobile abattoir discourages
livestock farming.
Most farms followed organic practices,
although only two were certified. Few used
pesticides, four used commercial fertilizer
and six used lime.

Suggestions From the Study
The report contains a wide variety or
suggestions and recommendations, most of
which would be applicable to farming on any
small island. Some examples are:
DENMAN, please turn to page 11
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Sidney—Beacon Avenue
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Harper announces new helicopter base,
again ~ Patrick Brown
Parliament was in recess during the week
of February 21-25, and some 80
Conservative cabinet ministers, senators,
and MPs were dispatched across Canada
to
announce—in
most
cases,
reannounce—federal
government
spending plans totaling $200 million. The
Saanich–Gulf Islands electoral area won
this bizarre contest; drawing the Prime
Minister himself to reannounce a new
helicopter base to be built at the Patricia
Bay complex.
Pat Bay already has a helicopter
hanger, now 60-years-old, serving six
venerable CH-124 Sea King helicopters
supporting Canadian Navy antisubmarine operations throughout the
Pacific, as well as Search and Rescue and
light transport. The new 20,000 square
metre facility will accommodate their
replacements—nine new Sikorsky CH148 Cyclone helicopters—and is
scheduled to be completed in 2014.
The new base, estimated to cost $155
million (according to the PM’s latest press
release), was first announced at least as
early as 2009. It would not seem
necessary to announce it again,
particularly with the Prime Minister,
Defence Minister Peter MacKay, and
Saanich–Gulf Islands MP Gary Lunn

present for a ‘photo opportunity’, along
with a crowd of helicopter mechanics and
beribboned officers of 443 Squadron.
However, a federal election, rumoured to
occur this spring, may provide an
explanation.
If it in fact occurs, MP Lunn, who has
maintained a low profile (with the
exception of the construction of a new
interchange at Highway 17 and McTavish
Road), is opposed by Elizabeth May,
national leader of the Green Party. Ottawa
reports indicate that the Conservatives
have identified Lunn as vulnerable, and
some polls have indicated that Lunn and
May are neck-and-neck.
Lunn has been MP for Saanich-Gulf
Islands
through
five
elections,
representing the full evolution of today’s
Conservative Party (Reform, Canadian
Alliance, Conservatives). He has been in
cabinet since 2006. Initially, he was
Minister of Natural Resources (where he
supported shipping tar sands oil in
supertankers from Kitimat, and fired
Linda Keen, head of the Canadian
Nuclear Safety Commission); he currently
serves as Minister of State for Sport
(where he represented the Federal
Government at numerous events of the
2010 winter Olympics). 0

locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—Across from the Hospital

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd, CO-OP

Campbell River—Island Highway near Larwood Rd
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AT POINT ATKINSON
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17
TH

0356
0952
1509
2145

14.4
8.5
13.1
3.9

4.4
2.6
4.0
1.2

14.8
7.2
13.8
4.6

4.5
2.2
4.2
1.4

9

0136
0722
1421
2111

8.9
13.8
4.9
12.8

2.7
4.2
1.5
3.9

10
TH

0213
0746
1459
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9.8
13.5
4.6
12.8

3.0
4.1
1.4
3.9
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0425
1033
1613
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0258
0813
1546
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10.8
13.1
4.6
12.8

3.3
4.0
1.4
3.9
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SA
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1115
1714
2316

15.1
5.6
14.1
5.6

4.6
1.7
4.3
1.7
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SA

0359
0847
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11.5
12.8
4.6

3.5
3.9
1.4

20
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0525
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1813
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4.3
14.4

4.7
1.3
4.4
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0053
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0937
1744
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11.8
12.5
4.6

4.0
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3.8
1.4
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1242
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6.6
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3.0
14.4

2.0
4.7
0.9
4.4
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MO

0158
0716
1054
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13.5
11.5
12.1
4.3

4.1
3.5
3.7
1.3
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TU

0047
0631
1328
2017

7.9
15.4
2.3
14.4

2.4
4.7
0.7
4.4

15
TU

0247
0823
1227
1957

13.8
10.8
12.1
3.9

4.2
3.3
3.7
1.2
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WE

0137
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1415
2125

9.2
14.8
2.3
14.4

2.8
4.5
0.7
4.4

16
WE

0324
0909
1355
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14.1
9.8
12.8
3.9

4.3
3.0
3.9
1.2

24
TH
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0746
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10.2
14.1
2.6
14.1

3.1
4.3
0.8
4.3
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AT FULFORD HARBOUR
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7.2
10.2
3.6
9.2

2.2
3.1
1.1
2.8
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TH
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10.5
7.2
9.2
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3.2
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2.8
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7.9
9.8
3.3
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2.4
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2.8
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0953
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10.5
5.9
9.5
3.6

3.2
1.8
2.9
1.1

11
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0725
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8.5
9.8
3.3

2.6
3.0
1.0

19
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0432
1033
1646
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10.8
4.6
9.8
4.6

3.3
1.4
3.0
1.4

12
SA

0002
0326
0745
1611

9.5
9.2
9.5
3.0

2.9
2.8
2.9
0.9

20
SU

0457
1116
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10.8
3.6
9.8
5.6

3.3
1.1
3.0
1.7

13
SU

0118
0515
0815
1713

9.8
9.2
9.5
3.0

3.0
2.8
2.9
0.9

21
MO

0523
1201
1903

11.2
2.6
10.2

3.4
0.8
3.1

14
MO

0210
0728
0931
1818

10.2
9.2
9.2
3.0

3.1
2.8
2.8
0.9

22
TU

0001
0552
1248
2013

6.6
11.2
2.0
10.2

2.0
3.4
0.6
3.1

15
TU

0248
0812
1117
1918

10.2
8.9
9.2
2.6

3.1
2.7
2.8
0.8

23
WE

0054
0624
1338
2126

7.5
10.8
1.6
10.2

2.3
3.3
0.5
3.1

16
WE

0318
0844
1251
2011

10.5
8.2
9.2
2.6

3.2
2.5
2.8
0.8

24
TH

0156
0659
1430
2242

8.5
10.5
1.6
10.5

2.6
3.2
0.5
3.2

Tide Table Courtesy of

Salt Spring’s Draft Climate Action Plan was thoughtfully received at Fulford OAP Hall
and at ArtSpring (pictured here) in Ganges.

Focusing on food security
A new report, titled ‘Exploring Food Security in the Islands
Trust Area’ is now available to the public. The report
highlights the importance of food security on the Islands
while providing a foundation for local policy development.
‘Food security is a growing topic of interest among local
governments world-wide,’ said George Ehring, Salt Spring
Island Local Trustee and Chair of the Islands Trust Local
Planning Committee that oversaw the project. ‘This report
is the culmination of a year of research into how agriculture
has shaped and continues to shape our communities.’
The report discusses how to support and strengthen the
local food system, and offers policy tools and resources to
ensure that the food system is considered in the face of
development pressures, rising land prices, reliance on
imported foods, climate change and other challenges
identified through local, provincial and national research.
‘The main message is that agricultural production plays
a significant role in community development,’ said Ehring.
‘Policies to address food security, including providing
housing for farm workers, must be practical and reflect the
unique circumstances on each island in the Islands Trust
Area.’
The report describes many ways local governments can
promote food security in their communities, including food

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca

system assessments, agricultural advisory committees, food
charters, farm trusts and food policy councils. Food security
policies can be implemented through planning tools such
as official community plans, zoning, agricultural area plans
and covenants.
The Islands Trust is currently working on two other food
security projects. On Denman Island, an agricultural
strategy has been developed as a step towards developing
an area farm plan (see related article, page 1). A Trust Area
initiative is also ongoing to develop a model for seniorsfriendly gardening and food security activities, as well as to
identify how food security relates to seniors’ housing
options.
In 2008, after two years of extensive consultation and
research, Salt Spring Island became the first island in the
Trust Area to complete an Area Farm Plan. The planning
process included the gathering of important local
information; the identification of challenges to, and
opportunities for local agriculture; the establishment of a
guiding vision for agriculture on the Island; and the
development of action-oriented strategies and
recommendations.
Approximately half a hectare is needed to produce food
FOOD SECURITY, please turn to next page

Tar sands bitumen ‘hell on pipelines’ says new report
Patrick Brown

Last July, a burst Enbridge pipeline carrying diluted
bitumen from the Alberta tar sands spilled some 700,000
gallons into the Kalamazoo River in Michigan (see also last
edition and our ‘Oil+Gas’ online archive). Now a new report
cites evidence that the bitumen is much harder on pipelines
than conventional crude oil, and that regulatory standards
for crude oil pipelines in both Canada and the US may be
totally inadequate for bitumen pipelines.
The Kalamazoo burst took the form of a longitudinal split
4-½” wide and 6’5” long. It leaked for twelve hours before
detection by pipeline monitoring instrumentation, and it
was nineteen hours before emergency responders were

notified. Cleanup cost over $500 million, and employed
2,000 workers, over 150,000 feet of boom, 175 heavy oil
spill response trucks, 43 boats, and 48 oil skimmers.
The report, published in February by four US
environmental organizations—the National Resources
Defense Council, the National Wildlife Federation, the
Pipeline Safety Trust, and the Sierra Club—presents
information on both the characteristics of diluted bitumen
and the problems of cleanup.

Bitumen Is Toxic, Flammable,
Corrosive, And Abrasive
The bitumen shipped by pipelines is diluted 70/30 with
BITUMEN, please turn to page 8

A Truly Island Home

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker
250-537-9710

On Time & On Budget

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

Build your Dream • Build it Green
Prefab custom home packages

866-352-5503

• Qualified builders available

• Visit one of our island show homes

www.mandalahomes.com

• Off grid options

info@mandalahomes.com

Join us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/MandalaHomes
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Small, Small World

Aftermath: Christchurch, NZ
Michelle Marsden
teams are still removing rubble and hearts
are breaking. It’s depressing to see the daily
news—we stopped watching it. Halie’s work
is gone and I haven’t stopped working. We
are repairing powerlines, working from the
outskirts in.
‘This has brought out the best and worst
in people—people without homes, power or
water are in the streets helping with the
cleanup. Hoarders on the other hand have
taken advantage of rationing and are buying
up gas, milk and food and boot-legging it at
triple the price.
Air New Zealand was offering $50
outbound tickets to help people to leave the
disaster zone. Many people are living with
friends or relatives on the outskirts. Those
with running water are boiling it. We are
coping and are lucky compared to others.’
How ironic it is that this disaster should
be the wake-up call for us here on the BC
coast. It has invaluable lessons for our
emergency preparedness in the event of a
major earthquake. Literally a wake-up call
for me was a lesser quake in January (5.1
and 5 seconds long) while I was in
Christchurch. At 6am, the whole house
shook—I saw the eaves undulate.
Don’t be complacent—we are as
vulnerable to this kind of jolt here at home.
Our earthquake preparedness checklist
should include the standard emergency
water, food, clothing, portable shelter,
flashlight and radio supplies. Keep all
cellphones charged and, in an earthquake
aftermath, use only as necessary by textmessaging. Being aware of the probability of
the loss of power and water for long periods,
and restricted road travel.
And be prepared to face unforeseeable
mayhem; plan to avoid panic. Staying calm
will aid in clearer, sound decisions.
In an earthquake, concentrate on your
immediate family situation but don’t
overlook anyone in need close by. The
practice of helping your community and not
hindering the rescue and recovery efforts
will speed recovery.
Staying safe demands being alert and
also very aware when in unsafe territory.
Expect to be flexible; adapting to a changing
situation.
Right now, contact PEPP coordinators in
your community to learn more.
Tremors in Christchurch are still
continual and nerves are understandably
frayed. The earthquake that gave New
Zealanders their ‘darkest day’ was felt from
Invercargill to Nelson—the whole of the
South Island and particularly the
Canterbury region.
As recovery plans evolve, Canterburians
are trying to maintain a daily routine—for
the population it has become a daunting
task, and one that is being taken day by day.
Michelle Marsden lives on Pender. She
sailed the Pacific with her husband, Kevin
and Christopher and Tyler when they were
youngsters. Michelle was founder of BC’s
coastal clean-up, works at recycling and
writes for Island Tides occasionally. 0

‘You are not alone, you are not abandoned,’
spoke New Zealand PM John Key to the
people of Christchurch in a press conference
following the devastating 6.3 Richter Scale
earthquake which rocked the city on
February 22.
The seismic event had become a lifechanging ordeal for most—compounded
with hundreds of family members dealing
with loss of loved ones. As the tragedy
unfolded during the nerve-racking rescue
efforts, Key continued to reassure the public
saying, ‘Obviously, hold onto hope, but still
this is very much a rescue effort—not a
recovery—it is fair to say, fear the worst.’
On Tuesday, March 1 at 12:51pm a twominute silence was observed throughout
NZ. The confirmed death toll had risen to
160 and could reach as high as 240. The
magnitude of damage, ‘utter devastation,
the cityscape in ruins will have to be
removed and rebuilt to new standards.’ Aid
has poured in from everywhere—
emergency personnel, police, medical and
social units.
As I write this, I am reminded of how
lucky my family is. Kevin and I were in
Christchurch attending our son Tyler’s
wedding last month—just returning back to
Pender Island two days before the quake.
On the Monday afternoon we caught word
of the news and rushed to contact our two
sons and family in Christchurch.
After several attempts by land-line phone
we, by fluke, connected to our younger son
Dylan who was in a bit of a panic in the
backyard, riding out aftershocks. His older
brother Tyler had been home for lunch and
after the initial quake subsided—half-aminute duration—tore off on his bike (as the
roads were a mess) to the city to find his wife
who was trapped at the college where she
worked.
At this point our phone connection went
dead. Following the instruction of the
overseas operator, we recontacted through
cellphone by text-messaging. Finally, we
were relieved to confirmed our family was
safe but remained on alert.
As the days went by we learned the
gravity of the disaster. Tyler, who works for
an electric company (akin to BC Hydro) told
us, ‘Mom, I was never so scared ... (not from
the actual physical event but from not
knowing if he would find Halie, his new
wife, alive) … I rode to the police barricades
and they wouldn’t let me get in to find her
as there was a gas-leak in her work area and
a continual rain of concrete and brick. After
a scuffle, I took another way through,
searching the triage centres in Hagley
Park—anywhere I could think to find her.’
Tyler was in tears telling his story. ‘Mom, I
ran on adrenalin. We finally met after she
was evacuated—she got out. We came home
to Dylan who was still standing outside. The
city is like a war zone. Our home was a mess
inside but was standing. There was looting,
chaos, panic.’
Recently he telephoned with another
update: ‘There is a curfew in the city, extra
police have been sent in to help. Rescue

Photo: Christopher Marsden

Christchurch’s Cathedral with the TV building in the background—
the buildings you saw in ruins on TV.

FOOD SECURITY, from previous page

for one person for one year, based upon a
diet that includes land-based meat
consumption. For the Trust Area’s 25,000
residents, this amounts to roughly 13,100
hectares (ha). Currently 10,700ha (13.5%)
of the Trust Area is in the Agriculture Land
Reserve, with 860ha of this zoned
agricultural. The rest of this ALR land falls
under other zoning designations such as
Park or another agriculture-type zoning
designation.
Between 2001-2006 the Denman Island,
Mayne Island, and Hornby Island Local
Trust Areas saw their total farm capital
more than double. It almost doubled in the
Gabriola Island and Salt Spring Island Local

Trust Areas and in Bowen Island
Municipality. The increases are primarily
due to increases in the value of land and
buildings. Total farm capital decreased
slightly in the Galiano Island Local Trust
Area. The other local trust areas do not have
a big enough sample size to allow reporting
under Statistics Canada confidentiality
guidelines.
Farm capital figures are valuable for food
security discussions because they reflect the
cost to enter and maybe to continue
farming. If the land is too expensive, people
might not be able to start farming, while
existing farmers may decide to stop farming
and sell off their land for other uses. 0
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SEAT SALE

FROM MARCH 13 TO MAY 31
ABSOLUTELY NO RESTRICTIONS

Vancouver
Nanaimo

Int. Airport

Departure Bay

79 69 59
+ HST

SOUTHERN

GULF ISLANDS

+ HST

SALT SPRING ISL.

NANAIMO

GANGES

DEPARTURE BAY

VANCOUVER

VANCOUVER

VANCOUVER

VANCOUVER INT. AIRPORT

VANCOUVER INT. AIRPORT

VANCOUVER INT. AIRPORT

RESERVATIONS: 1-800-447-3247

OR WWW.

Galiano I.
+ HST

SEAIRSEAPLANES.COM

Thetis I.
Mayne I.
Salt
Spring I.
Ganges

Saturna I.
Pender I.
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Editorial: Developing a Renewable
Resource For Us & For The World

C

anada is known throughout the world as an economy
that is based on natural resource extraction.
However, its future potential lies in our ultimate
renewable resource—our citizens.
Through our people—their knowledge and skills, and
expertise—Canada has much to give the world; and the
world has much to give us in return. We have a vibrant
multicultural and multilingual population with connections
worldwide. Three million Canadians already work overseas.
We are a modern nation with a relatively literate, skilled
population and excellent educational infrastructure. Yet we
have paid little attention to developing the skills and
knowledge that the world—not just Canada—will need in
the next half-century.
It’s not too late for a new domestic and export vision—
people. Our biggest renewable resource would also be our

biggest export—knowledgeable, confident, responsible, and
comfortable world citizens.
Accelerating such a future is the function of
government—for us and for the world. Post-secondary
education, to the limit of every Canadian’s individual
interests and abilities, should, once again, not be limited by
each individual’s financial resources or debt tolerance.
Education would cease to be considered a product available
only to those able to pay for it; a sweeping change from
today’s regressive policy.
Supporting a people-based export economy, the
Canadian government’s foreign policy would be
independent, even-handed, responsive, and tolerant.
Supporting the new people-based ethos, public life,
including the media, should promote greater world
awareness and an outward-looking national interest. 0

Readers’ Letters
Trade Agreement Not Good For
Canada
The following letter was sent to Hon Gary Lunn, MP for
Saanich-Gulf Islands
Dear Voice in Ottawa:
As Directors, we are writing this letter on behalf of the
Pender Island Farmer’s Institute. We are extremely
concerned with the Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) that the Canadian Government is
currently negotiating. This agreement is not good for
Canada. It threatens our food sources, our environment, our
water and resources, our culture, our jobs, our families—
just about every aspect of our lives.
Although there has been very little public debate, what
we know of this agreement is shockingly dangerous to
Canadian identity. The following information has been
gathered from the Trade Justice Network and published by
the Council of Canadians:
• CETA will give biotech, pharmaceutical, pesticide, seed,
and grain companies powerful new tools to force farmers to
buy gene patented seeds at high prices and will almost
entirely eliminate the rights of farmers to save, reuse, and
sell seed. As well, policies that encourage the use of locally
produced food are under threat.
• CETA will allow transnational corporations to ignore or
challenge our environmental regulations.
• CETA threatens our water supply. European
multinational water companies could stake a claim in
Canada’s public water systems.
• CETA threatens our public health care. European health
service companies will have access to our medicare
services—increasing privatized surgical clinics and other
types of care.
• CETA threatens to privatize and deregulate many of our
public services.
• CETA threatens local job creation. Our government will
not be able to choose to buy locally produced goods and
services.
• CETA will allow foreign companies to control Canadian
broadcasting and communications services. Our
sovereignty and cultural identity is threatened.
It is shamefully obvious that this free-trade deal with the
European Union has far-reaching effects on just about
everything we do, but our government has not asked us
what we think. You have presumed that we want our rights
and our cultural identity negotiated away on behalf of big
business. This is unacceptable in a democratic country.
We need to hear from you, as our Member of Parliament.
We need to know what you have done on our behalf to stop
this flagrant sabotage. If nothing else, you must stop any
further CETA negotiations now.
Pender Island Farmer’s Institute Directors: Sue Bailey,
Ellen Willingham, Dianne Allison, Matilda te Henneppe,
Ghenia Bogun, Kathy Pye

Strathcona Park Terroir Not The
Same As Banff Or Chilcotin
One hundred years ago on March 1, the Strathcona Act
received Royal Assent, creating British Columbia’s first
Provincial Park.
Dear Editor:
I think all parks have personalities, and what’s right for one
park may not be right for another. For instance, what I call
‘ big’ trails might belong in places like Banff, which has
relatively low rainfall and many gradual transitions in
terrain. But Banff-style trails in Strathcona lead to erosion
and maintenance problems, because Strathcona has an

entirely different personality. Strathcona has much higher
precipitation than Banff, and terrain changes are often quite
abrupt.
I think the existing ‘big’ trails in Strathcona illustrate this
very well. The trails on the Forbidden Plateau, originally
built big for horses, have suffered horribly due to the wet
climate. What might work in Banff hasn’t worked on the
plateau. The plateau trails have eroded until many of them
are little more than boulder-strewn creek beds.
Big trails are very expensive to build and maintain. The
recently built government-financed trail to Bedwell Lake is
an excellent example of this. Although costs were huge and
the trail is only a few years old, it’s quickly falling apart and
will soon be as bad as the Forbidden Plateau trails. Because
the design called for it to be wide, (a la Banff, of course)
erosion was almost inevitable. The big design also prevented
the trail from taking advantage of the natural flow of the
country. Instead of following the natural flow, the trail
forced it’s way, which necessitated blasting, and dangerous
eyesores such as steep steel staircases, (many of which have
been twisted into even more dangerous and useless shapes
by snow) as well as causing erosion problems which are
rapidly growing worse every year.
Although it may seem out of place to bring it up here, I
think there are obvious parallels with the ‘ leaky condo’
fiasco. The condos were all built to a code which originated
elsewhere, where the climate was drier and the designs
worked well. They didn’t work well here, and the costs were
huge. The bureaucrats who devise many of our codes,
systems, and rules usually spend most of their lives in
universities and behind desks, and they often end up being
responsible for areas of human activity where they have no
actual experience. It’s probably safe to say that most
bureaucrats have little or no hands-on experience with
building condos or trails.
So we see the problem. These days, we often call this sort
of problem ‘a disconnect.’ Luckily for me, I don’t live in a
condo, but my dad first took me hiking in Strathcona Park
in 1955, and I find it very hard to watch the park I love being
ruined by people who know very little about it. Strathcona
isn’t Banff, and it’s not the Chilcotin or anywhere else.
Strathcona is Strathcona, and it’s both impractical and
wrong to try to treat it the same as any other park.
Strathcona, like all parks, has a very distinct personality, and
I think trails in Strathcona should accentuate and respect
this personality, not work to destroy it at great public
expense.
When I was in my teens, I worked with people who had
then been hiking in Strathcona for most of their lives. They’d
spent enough time in the park to learn some valuable
lessons. They didn’t try to force their will on the park. Their
trails didn’t ignore the terrain, they used it. These trails are
still being used, and they’re still in good shape. They haven’t
become costly eroded messes. What’s more, they were
created at no public expense and they were a lot of fun to
build.
Strathcona Park is for us, the people of BC. It’s not for
the government or its friends. It’s for us. The Strathcona
Park Master Plan was created by us, the public, and it’s
worked very well for a great many years. The government
has now eroded the Master Plan against public wishes so
that a wealthy government supporter can be granted access
to the park to build an erosion-prone commercial horse trail
in the erosion-prone Bedwell valley.
They keep saying they’re doing this to benefit the park. I
believe they know nothing about Strathcona and they care
LETTERS, please turn to next page
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‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT: $33.60, With image $39.20 (max 45 words) •
MULTI-VENUE: $44.80, With image $50.04 (70 words) • Credit card payment

Friday, March 11 to Thursday, April 14

Sat, Mar 12 & Sun Mar 13

Secrets of Clayoquot Sound Tour—Tofino-based naturalists
and kayakers Dan Lewis and Bonny Glambeck present a
slideshow: despite the UNESCO Boisphere Reserve, Catface
Mountian is the site of a proposed open-pit copper mining; see
and hear about the magnificence that is at risk • QuAdrA ISlANd:
Friday, March 11; COrTES ISlANd: Sunday, March 13; Monday,
March 14; GABrIOlA: Tuesday, March 15; POrT AlBErNI:
Wednesday, March 16; TOFINO: Wednesday, March 23;
NANAImO: Monday, April 4; SAlT SPrING: April 6; VICTOrIA:
Tuesday, April 5; GIBSONS: Monday, April 11; SECHElT: Tuesday,
April 12; POwEll rIVEr: Wednesday, April 13; CAmPBEll rIVEr: Thursday, April 14 • Most
shows 7:30pm, Cortes, Sechelt & Powell River 7pm • Admission by donation • Venue and
sponsor group details: http://clayoquot.tumblr.com/, 250-725- 4218, bonny@focs.ca • UP &
DOWN THE COAST

Awakening the dreamer, Changing the dream Symposium—presented by Transition
Salt Spring; SAT: Still Point Yoga Studio, behind Harbour House Hotel (yoga seating); SuN:
United Church, 111 Hereford Ave • Registration: 12:30pm; event 1-5:30pm either day •
Donation: $10-$20 • Info: transitionsaltspring.ning.com video www.pachamama.org • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, March 12
Pender Film Group Screenings—Botany of Desire—(2010) Michael Pollan’s history of
apples, for sweetness; tulips, for beauty; marijuana, for pleasure; and, potatoes, for sustenance;
a story of discovery, adaptation and a symbiotic relationship with human civilization •
Community Hall • 7:30pm unless otherwise noted • Admission by donation • Info:
www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

AFFORDABLE!
Local & Salish Sea-wide Visibility
islandtides@islandtides.com250-629-3660

Fri, Sat & Sun, March 18, 19 & 20
rock & Gem Show—fossils, jewels, beads, Kiddies Corner • Leonardo Da Vinci Centre, 195
Bay Street • Fri: 12:30-8:30pm, Sat: 10am–6pm, Sun: 10am–4pm • Tickets: $5,
seniors/students $4, weekend pass $10, family (4) $12, 6 & under free • Info: www.vlms.ca •
IN VICTORIA

Mon, March 21 thru Sun, March 27
Spring Break Fun Swims at Commonwealth Pool—waves, waterslide, diving boards,
giant maze, kayaking, dance contests, wombler races and tasty treats • Saanich Commonwealth
Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay at Royal Oak exit) • Fun Leaders on duty 1:304pm • Info: 250-475-7620 www.saanich.ca • IN SAANICH

Thurs thru Sun, March 24 to 27
The Odd Couple—female version by Neil Simon presented by Gabriola Players • Phoenix
Theatre at The Haven • THurS, FrI, SAT: 7:30pm; SuN: 1:30pm • Tickets: $15 at Artworks,
Folklife Village • Gabriola Info: www.gabriolaplayers.ca • ON GABRIOLA ISLAND

Fr i , M a rc h 2 5 t h r u Su n , M a rc h 2 6
Clayworks Show—presenting for sale 12 local professional
potters’ work; functional kitchenware, artful vases, framed ceramic
wallpieces, and sculptural art; FrI: Opening Reception 5-9pm; SAT
& SuN: 10am-4pm • Mary Winspear Centre • Admission is free • IN
SIDNEY

NAPTEP arrives on Lasqueti
Landowners in the Lasqueti Island Local Trust Area now
have the opportunity to conserve private land while
reducing their annual property taxes. The Islands Trust and
the Islands Trust Fund are pleased to announce that with
the recent consent of the Powell River Regional District, the
Natural Area Protection Tax Exemption Program
(NAPTEP) is expanding to Lasqueti Island and its
associated islands.
NAPTEP is a voluntary program that rewards
conservation-minded landowners with an annual 65%
property tax reduction on portions of their land protected
by a conservation covenant. The covenant offers private
landowners the opportunity to permanently protect their
land while maintaining private ownership, ensuring that,
no matter who owns the land in the future, the natural
features they love will remain.
While less than 10% of Lasqueti Island is officially
protected for conservation, Lasqueti holds some of the last

remaining intact ecosystems in the region. With more than
300 hectares of old growth forest and another 4,700
hectares of sensitive ecosystems, Lasqueti offers at-risk
species large natural areas in which to live and breed with
very little human interaction
The NAPTEP program will give Lasqueti landowners the
opportunity to leave a significant legacy for the future, while
lessening their financial burden. So far, NAPTEP has helped
island landowners protect more than 65 hectares of
sensitive ecosystems in the Islands Trust Area. NAPTEP
participants report saving up to $3,700 annually on their
property taxes, while protecting areas ranging in size from
one to 23 hectares.
‘The 65% exemption on our property taxes was what
originally enticed us to apply to the program,’ said David
Collins, recent donor of the Westbourne NAPTEP covenant
on Galiano Island. ‘But the unexpected bonus was learning
how we could serve as stewards of our land.’

‘While we knew that we would care for our land in our
lifetime, we realized that without a covenant there was no
guarantee as to what may happen to our cherished forest
and Garry oak meadow after we are gone,’ said Sylvia
Pincott, donor of the Woodwinds NAPTEP covenant. ‘With
a NAPTEP covenant, it is comforting to know those
ecosystems will remain on this property in perpetuity. And
with the special encouragement of a reduction in property
taxes, it is a win/win arrangement.’
To learn more about how NAPTEP could help you
protect natural features on your land, please visit the Islands
Trust Fund online at islandstrustfund.bc.ca/naptep.cfm or
contact the office at 250-405-5186 (Victoria) or toll free
through Enquiry BC at 1-800-663-7867 (604-660-2421 in
Vancouver).
An information session is scheduled for Friday, March
18, 11:30am–1:30pm at the Lasqueti Arts Centre. 0

we can make a difference in the welfare of people and the
environment far away.
Since chocolate is a luxury item, fair trade is more
important than organic, however, growing anything
organically is obviously better for the well-being of farmers,
harvesters, consumers, and the local environment
I’ve been buying Denman Island chocolate since it was
first made, because I used to visit Denman for work and
community meetings. As soon as it was available in local
outlets nearby, I noticed how often it showed up in friends’
houses as a special treat.
Several island businesses and restaurants now offer fairtrade, shade-grown (often organic) coffee, too. Another item
that some might consider a luxury, but many consider
essential to their mental and physical well-being! Let us all
try to share that well-being with the folks who grow and
harvest our food by being informed, conscientious
consumers.
Susan Yates, Gabriola Island

Gourmet Chocolate is also well-sourced.

LETTERS from previous page

even less.
They do care about votes. All politicians desperately wish
to be elected. This wish is our only weapon against
government mistreatment of our parks. An election is
probably looming, and so is the granting of a park use
permit which will ruin the wild nature of the Bedwell Valley.
The government is more vulnerable right now than it’s ever
been. It’s time to really let them know that the way they’re
treating Strathcona and other provincial parks will hurt
them politically.
Karl Stevenson, Comox

Having our Chocolate & Eating it Too
Dear Editor:
Thank you for the thoughtful and informative combination
of letters and replies about chocolate in the last issue of
Island Tides. It is so good to “hear” voices from the Salish
Sea joining for a common cause.
I really appreciate how the letters, replies and comments
paint the big picture of how chocolate is grown, harvested
and marketed. Global issues do affect us locally; likewise,

We otter play more!

Ed’s Note: another reader lets us know that Gabriola

Photo: Henny Schnare, www.henny.ca

‘Branding’ Canadians
Dear Editor:
It’s been bad for the Tories recently with their questionable
‘in and out’ bookkeeping and a rather important document
ending up (wrongly) in the hands of another party; a
document which describes their stratagy for winning the
ethnic vote (and which actually stated that they’re ‘losing’
some of that vote). But the news item that really had our
hair standing on end tonight was this one—if you go to the
government website you won’t find the different categories
under ‘The Government of Canada’ anymore—they are now
labelled ‘The Stephen Harper Government’!
Are we the only ones in Canada who find this rather
frightening? We know some of you don’t even want to think
about politics but we also feel very strongly that the
Canadian electorate had better wake up to what’s
happening in Ottawa.
John and Rosemary Baxter, Salt Spring Island 0
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BC Parks, little to celebrate

Photo: John Carlton

Boat wreckage at Port Hinchinbrook, Queensland, Australia after the cyclone.

It’s the worst of times for BC’s venerable provincial parks,
which celebrate their centenary on March 1, 2011, says the
BC Government Employees Union.
Created by five generations of British Columbians who
wanted to set aside special places for future generations, our
provincial parks are in deep trouble, says the union.
During the past decade, BC Parks has struggled amid
funding and service cuts by the provincial government. This
year, BC Parks’ budget is 20% less than it was in 1996 when
the park system was half the size it is now.
The first services to be axed were the interpretive
programs. Next, park rangers became an endangered
species. Today, BC has only 10 full-time park rangers to
patrol a park system that covers almost 14% of BC’s land
base. Seasonal staff has been chopped by more than 60%
since 2001.
Declining attendance has been the consequence of these
cuts. Park visits have dropped by 25% since 1999, in large
part due to the introduction of parking meters. Trails have
fallen into disrepair. Some parks have closed. Others have
had their seasons shortened. Badly needed work isn’t
getting done. For instance, Pinecone Burke Provincial Park
has been waiting since 1996 for its first outhouse.
Along with environmental and labour groups, and
concerned citizens, the BCGEU is a signatory to full-page
ads in the Province and Times Colonist newspapers. They
are calling on the BC government to increase BC Parks’
operating budget, limit industrial development, remove
parking meters and restore interpretive programs in BC
parks. 0

Small, Small World

A Day To Remember In The Egyptian Revolution
Yvonne MacKenzie, who lives on Pender Island and was
Early Childhood Department Head at the first BC
Canadian International School in Cairo for two years, has
many friends in Egypt. A woman friend of hers emailed
this account of what happened to her husband’s friend on
February 2.
oon after midday, the peaceful protesters in Tahrir
Square were surprised to discover a few thousand
armed pro-regime thugs were heading to the square
to attack the protesters. There are 11 routes to Tahrir Square,
and they were all soon to be battlegrounds!
Within six to eight hours, the protesters had managed to
drive back the thugs from nine fronts in tremendous rockthrowing medieval-style battles. The thugs were
overpowered and their territories were overtaken. Two final
battles were, however, still going on.
The Kasr el Nile bridge battle is one that is definitely
worth mentioning. It started past 9pm and lasted no more
than one hour. Until that time, I had not personally engaged
in any battles and I played a minor role of distributing water
and rocks. As I witnessed the Kasr el Nile battle, I got very
enthusiastic. As the battle started, the thugs had taken over
the whole bridge and were just several meters away from
entering Tahrir Square. As the protesters set barriers and
barricades to defend their territories from behind, the thugs
kept on throwing rocks and advancing. All of a sudden
about a group of 30 very brave men from the protesters’ side
jumped over the barriers with a good stock of rocks shouting
loudly ‘God is Great’ and managed to grab three hostages
and force back a far greater crowd of thugs consisting of
more than 700 people.
The thugs were taken by surprise, the protesters were so
brave and fearless, backed by the strong faith of a just cause,
were reinforced by another 20-30 protesters, including

S

myself for the first time, to drive the thugs back. Amazingly,
there were forced back all the way and eventually began to
wit
The final and decisive battle was Mataf lasted all night.
It was the most vicious by far and it accounted for most of
the injuries to protesters. Although the thugs had taken
steroids to stand the horrors of the battle, the protesters
faith and very high morale made them very resilient. They
were clearly brave, fearless and willing to fight to the death.
Moreover, the very warm co-operation and the roles played
by the children and women were deeply touching to the
heart. One clear message was spreading out throughout the
protesters, ‘We have a just cause and the thugs are bound
to give in and vanish.’ It was clear that they were very poor
people who were paid by the pro-Mubarak regime to storm
Tahrir Square and cause destruction as well as shedblood.
More than fifty prisoners were captured and locked up,
including several police officers and ruling party members.
Nobody could possibly miss the very crucial role played
by a man aged 57 from Suez by the name of Mostafa in the
Mataf battle. Mostafa was the leader of the battle and a truly
great strategist. He was a very charismatic figure with
tremendous experience in the field of battle. Apparently, he
served in the army for 8 years taking part in the 1973 war.
He was accepted as a leader by most, set the rules, and laid
down the grounds for a successful battle. His admirable
work included the following:
1- He asked us to gather more than a million rocks and
place them on the battle front, in case the thugs advance and
took ground, they would be much slowed down. Moreover,
there would be plenty of rocks to throw onto the relentless
enemy. The role of making these rocks was given mainly to
the women and elderly, who reacted immediately by
removing all the tiles and marble and concrete from the

GORDON’S HOMES

Your Gulf Island Experts in New and Used
Modular and Manufactured Homes.

This home is only $110,602 to lock up
with a 2ft foundation on your property!
At Trafalgar Homes, we believe the time has come
for AFFORDABLE home options.
If the home of your dreams is one that ﬁts comfortably
within your budget, the licensed builder to choose is

TRAFALGAR

Homes
www.trafalgarhomes.ca

1-866-971-0239

Price Slashed: This beautiful modular home is located in
Ladysmith and ready for new owners today.
Fantastic value at $127,900.
We have many homes available all set up in some beautiful
parks for your consideration or custom order one for own land.

Gordon’s Homes
1985 South Wellington Rd, Nanaimo

1-800-616-1291

square and breaking them down into small rocks that could
be carried and thrown easily.
2- At the beginning of this battle, a few thousand thugs
were advancing from the Mataf route to the square and
deviously shouting ‘peaceful, peaceful.’ The protesters were
going to let them in, but Mostafa was quick and wise to see
their bad intentions of causing chaos, shedding blood and
aborting the peaceful protest; so he called immediately for
building barriers and barricades behind which the
protesters could hide, protect one another and prepare for
battle.
3- Mostafa also was quick to break the door-lock of a
building on the edge of the battle front, so the protesters
could use the roof for throwing Molotov bottles on the 6th
of October bridge, a prime territory of the thugs, in order to
ease the pressure on the protesters. Also, girls were going
up the roof all the time to provide the protesters with
Molotov bottles and bigger rocks, as well as other basic
supplies like water and food.
4- Mostafa instructed us to capture two big military
trucks which were neglected by the army so we could use
them in our cause.
5- He also showed us the art of holding and throwing
rocks, and the ways to limit the chances of getting a head
injury. Those who did not follow his ways were severely
injured.
6- Mostafa was an amazing morale booster, he promoted
in everyone fearlessness, bravery, and the absolute sureness
of winning the battle. Everyone was then positive that the
protesters would win the battle.
7- He made very assuring calls on the rumours that
spread inside the square. For example, if someone shouts
‘Come to so and so route quickly’, Mostafa would
immediately reassure us that this could not possibly be, and
it is highly amazing that Mostafa did not fault in a single call!
He also knew enemy fire from military fire from far away,
and he seemed to predict all the thugs tactics a long way in
advance which gave the protesters time to prepare.
8- Mostafa had an iron bar, thick and quite short,
wrapped in a plastic bag in a way that would never draw
attention so you can never tell what’s inside, and he used
this to beat the thugs horsemen on the legs to overpower
them, knock them down and confiscate the horses. He did
this very successfully.
9- He set a perfect plan to catch four snipers from the
bridge and take them as prisoners. He chose men for this
mission that looked and dressed similar to the thugs. He
was very careful not to pick the bearded men or the very
well-dressed. These men then went up the bridge from a far
side pretending to be a pro-Mubarak demonstrators and
then suddenly grabbed the snipers, who had previously
EGYPT, please turn to next page
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Photo Bonny Glambeck

Offshore in Clayoquot Sound: Catface Mountain (top right)—proposed site for an open-pit copper mine, despite the area’s UNESCO
Biosphere Reserve status. See ‘What’s On?’ page 5 for details of a beautiful slide-show tour illustrating why the mine should not happen.
EGYPT, from previous page

killed five of the protesters. This was a great achievement as
the protesters had no firearms.
Mostafa was truly brave and was a main source of the
success achieved by the resisting protesters to drive the
thugs out and away. His tactics were admired and everyone
in the square on the day will never forget Mostafa and what
he did.
The sacrifice on this day was quite extraordinary. We
witnessed eight people killed and about two thousand
wounded and although there were no more than 50,000
protesters, they all acted like heroes and even women and
children were willing to sacrifice their lives for the freedom
of the Egyptian people and the taste of democracy.
At 4am there was an incident that is quite worth
mentioning. One of the armed thugs on the bridge,
accidentally shot dead a military man causing another
military personal to go insane and shoot continuously from
his automatic rifle for at least 15 minutes before his friends
came along to calm him down. This incident helped slightly
in scaring off some crowds of thugs. However, it appeared
very clear that blood was the fuel of the revolution.
By 7 am the faithful protesters managed to capture the
bridge from the thugs for the second time and eventually

We offer

visitors a

better deal!
Our quality accommodation includes:
indoor pool, sauna,
free parking, in-room coffee,
a convenient location
and a warm welcome.
Stay with us.

55
39

$

from

*

3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC V8Z 3K4
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

1-800-997-6797
www.blueridgeinn.ca
* Single
occupancy.
Subject
Valid
to March
31, 2011.
* Single
occupancy.
Subjecttotoavailability.
availability. Valid
to March
31, 2003

the thugs withdrew in front of the very brave and fearless
heroes.
At 7:30am, I began to realize how exhausted I was,
having not slept for a minute during the night nor eaten, so
I decided to go home, rest, eat, and shower and then return
to the square. I had a long walk to the car which was parked
in Ramsis and I was very cautious as I went along. After one
minute of driving the car, I was stopped at a checkpoint
(apparently all checkpoints around the square had a
contract with the police force to bring in all those walking
in or out of Tahrir Square). They were suspicious that I had
come from Tahrir Square so when I confirmed, they raised
their weapons at my face, took my ID, started using very
foul and offensive language as well as making false
statements such as swearing to God that they saw me
yesterday with many other protesters slaughtering some of
their dear brothers in front of Ain Shams university; a place
I hadn’t visited in a long while.
They then took my car key and parked my car on the side
of the street while waiting to catch a few others walking out
of the square on foot. They managed to catch three others
EGYPT, please turn to page 13

Rainwater Harvesting
Wor
orkkshop & Accreditation
Are you a C
Co
ontractor, Engineer or Architect
interested in d
deeveloping eexxpert
rtiise and business in
the ffiield o
off Rainwater Harvesting SSyystems?
Barr Plastics along with ARC SA (Rainwater Catchment Systems
Association) and the Abbotsford Mission Water Services will be
hosting a Rainwater Harvesting Training and Accreditation workshop
March 29th & 30th in Abbotsford BC .
If you are interested in attending, please register on the ARCSA
website www.arcsa.org . Space is limited , so it is recommended to
register early. Next Workshop may not be h eld for at lea st 4ʹ6
4 ʹ6 month s.

Islands Large & Small

Salish Sea Good Life
Eating, Sleeping & Shopping

Salt Spring Island
Chamber of Commerce
www.saltspringtourism.com

Ocean Soul
Book Caffé
New and
Used Books

For More I nfor mation Please
Cont act Us :
Barr Plastics
31192 South Fraser Way
Abbotsford, BC
V2T 6L5
Tel: 604-852-8522
Tol l-Free: 1-800-665
665-4499
E m ai l: info@ barrpl astics.co m

9100 East Saanich Road
North Saanich

Above: Abbotsford Eco Dairy Rain Collection
System Provided By Barr Plastics

www.roostfarmcentre.com

Open at 6 am Daily
250-246-1977
1578 Joan Avenue
Crofton
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Winter’s Last Hoorah?

Back home again - teatime on a snowy day.

Vancouver Island’s snowy mountains tower over the red roofs of the Entrance Island lightstation.

Photos: Susan Banjavich, riding the ferries and back.

BITUMEN, from page 2

natural gas condensate, pentanes plus gasoline, or naphtha.
Both the bitumen and the diluents are toxic, and with a low
flash point and high vapour pressure, can be easily ignited
at any temperature above 0ºF.
Despite being diluted, the resultant mixture may be over
40 times as viscous (thick) as conventional crude, and
requires operating pressures 2.5 times as high. The
temperature of a normal crude pipeline is around 100ºF; of
a bitumen pipeline 158ºF. Pipeline stresses are therefore
considerably higher.
Internal corrosion and wear on pipelines carrying diluted
bitumen may well be considerably higher than with
conventional crude. The bitumen has high concentrations
of chloride salts which, given the high operating
temperatures, are likely to increase stress corrosion of
pipeline steel.
Diluted bitumen has a sulphur content five to ten times
that of conventional crude, and is fifteen or twenty times
more acid. To add to the wear factor, it contains significant

Spring Tune-up Special
10% oﬀ parts during the month of March
Tell us you saw it in

Looking the other way to the Mainland, it’s just as snowy.

amounts of sand. Conventional crude oil has none.

High ‘Internal Corrosion’ In Alberta
Comparative figures on actual pipeline wear and corrosion
are not available from either industry or government. The
report notes, however, that reportable Alberta pipeline spills
attributed to ‘internal corrosion’ per 10,000 miles of
pipeline are sixteen times as high as roughly equivalent
measurements for US pipelines.
This is despite the fact that over half the pipelines in
Alberta have been laid within the last twenty years (to serve
the rapid growth of tar sands extraction), while most US
pipelines are more than forty years old.
To add to the ‘mystery’ of the Kalamazoo rupture, older
pipelines are manufactured from steel of less strength, and
may have poorer coatings and corrosion protection.

Cleaning up
The NRDC Report indicates that the transportation of
diluted bitumen over long distances, under high pressure
and temperature, may be considerably more hazardous
than pipelining conventional crude.
Enbridge’s efforts to clean up its Kalamazoo spill would
be hard to duplicate along most of the British Columbia
route of the proposed 1170km Northern Gateway twin
pipeline, with over 1,000 stream and river crossings and

250-656-4341

Corrosion in Supertankers?
It has been reported that some tar sands bitumen is
currently being shipped in smaller tankers from the Kinder
Morgan terminal in Burnaby. This bitumen is transported
through the former Trans Mountain pipeline, built in 1953
from Edmonton to Vancouver. There appear to have been
no spills from this pipeline recently.
The supertankers which would carry the diluted bitumen
from Enbridge’s proposed Kitimat terminal to Asian
markets were originally designed to carry conventional
crude, and so it would be reasonable to question whether
they, too, could suffer corrosion damage. Should a spill
occur, bitumen, unlike crude oil, is heavier than water, and
would therefore sink and be particularly difficult to clean up
(similar to the oil from BP’s Mocambo well in the Gulf of
Mexico). On shore, it might solidify, blacktopping beaches.
Enbridge continues to insist that oil spills from tankers
are the responsibility of ship operators. 0

Independent
Dental Hygiene
in a relaxed setting
Registered Dental Hygienists
offering:
• scaling • root planing
• polishing • whitening
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Celebrating 8 years of service in beautiful Sidney By-the-Sea

www.seapower.ca

almost continuous environmentally sensitive areas.
(In addition to the main pipeline carrying diluted
bitumen from the tar sands to Kitimat, there would also be
a parallel smaller diameter pipeline to return diluent to the
tar sands.)

250-655-4884
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Photo: Barb Biagi

Eagle-handler Tina with bald eagle Manwe, an education bird from Pacific Northwest Raptors, at the Campbell River Bald Eagle Festival.
The event was a fundraiser for the Mountainaire Avian Rescue Society, based in Courtenay.

Saturna Notes

S

pring is coming but oh, it seems slow this year. This
winter has been an eye-opener for me in terms of how
small a shift in temperature it takes for agricultural
possibilities to be delayed. The garden, which is usually
feeding us well by this time, is stark. Nothing had hardened
off when last November’s blast of cold arrived and the
potential winter greens melted in the cold.
And not much is stirring yet—according to the weather
office, Saturna set a -5.6ºC record on February 25, breaking
the record of –1.5ºC set in 1994. ‘Vernal equinox, March
20’ is the mantra I chant to the violets and the strap-like
leaves of the daffodils. The orchard is pruned—there were a
couple of soft days.
Right outside the kitchen door are two well-budded
stellata magnolias. I hope within those silvery, fuzzy pods
the succulent life force has prevailed against this last round
of thoroughly cold weather.

Inventory day
The General Store on Saturna closes for two days of the
year—Christmas Day and Inventory Day. Every year on the
last day of February, staff and volunteers count everything
that is in the store from Round Bastard files (truly!),
recycling, penny candy, cash in the safe, broccoli, loose
birdseed and packages of fig newtons.
Store Manager, Chris Danyliw, lets the stock run low
until stocktaking is completed in anticipation of all that
counting. The hero of the day is the staff member dressed
in a parka, with gloves and fur boots, who counts the stuff
in the back walk-in freezer, calling out items and numbers
to another staff member writing it all down, seated
comfortably outside the heavy plastic fringe. Miss Raeanne
House was our heroine this year!
After every single thing in the freezers, coolers,
stockroom, shelves, recycling bins and concrete apron are
accounted for and stickered by weight or number of items,
a computer is wheeled around and one person scans items
while the other enters the quantity. For one tiny frame of
time we know exactly what we have in the store and the legal
requirement for year-end figures is fulfilled.
The next day the door is open, the phone rings, the truck
unloads at the loading dock and bags of groceries start

~

Priscilla Ewbank
walking out the door, People come in—greetings and chit
chat, coffee and mail.

Brothers
Arthur Carpentier and his brother Barry were in the Store
talking to old friends yesterday. Their brother, Casey
Carpentier, 50 years old, just died of a massive heart attack
and stroke shortly after having an operation on his aorta.
The brothers were shocked and unbelieving and glad to talk
about their sibling and their sadness and sorrow. The five
kids all grew up and went to
school here—David, who passed
away last year, Casey, Barry,
Jeanette and Arthur. Their Dad,
Geno, died a year-and-a-half ago.
Casey adored his dad and took his
death hard.
Barry said he and Casey
fought when they were growing
up. ‘I don’t know why. We were
like oil and water.’ Barry is
grateful that last summer, while
helping their mom get the yard
and house surroundings orderly
after their dad’s death, both
brothers took a month off their
usual employment and worked
together to accomplish the task.
‘We had a great time!’ says Barry,
‘We worked hard. We fished, and
made food together and laughed.
I could so easily have stayed home and kept working and
never had the time with him to get to know him as a man.
You’ve got to take the time—time is precious.
‘When Casey was young, he was feisty and quicktempered and ate, drank, worked hard and had fun. Now,
he has mellowed and I could see his humour and kindness
easily. He loved fishing and fixing cars, and having a good
time, eating and drinking and being with friends.’
When I asked Barry what he thought mattered in life to
Casey, he was quick to reply: family and friends. Casey and
Beth, his wife, have lived and worked in Victoria for a long

time. They have two sons, Joseph 20 and Jacob 16. Family
and community will gather to honour Casey, Saturday,
March 12 at noon. Everyone is invited.

Baby Shower
A Meet and Greet shower was held for Jessica Huang and
Stephane Theroux and their new son Jakob. Jakob arrived
early—August 23 instead of October 15. He needed to keep
close to home so it was a few months until he could attend
the traditional viewing and holding that Saturna babies get.
He’s in great form now and was passed around, joggled and
cooed over while his parents opened presents.
Young Jacob Calestagne, came to the party with a
handmade card and lovely
present for the new Saturna
Jakob. Jacob said he likes his
name, it has worked well for him
and he recommends it!
Jakob has another baby,
Anolah, to socialize with. On
Saturna we have few kids, so its
good if everyone gets to be at
least a pair. Reaghan Gaines
Sohier is almost two and found
the babies fascinating. No doubt,
she will be directing their lives, as
soon as they are on their feet.
We Saturna women sort of
have ‘rules’ for baby showers.
Kids that are knee-high and
shorter come as a mom-and-kid
combo. Generally, women attend
but we may be experiencing a
Photo: Judy Tipple cosmic shift! More recently, dads
have taken to coming to showers.
Not only did the guests become less gender-specific but
the guests of honour also gave presents! Jessica is from
Taiwan and the tradition in her country is for the family to
take red-dyed, hardboiled eggs and give them as gifts to
neighbors and friends to announce that the family has a new
addition. To the everyone’s delight, Jessica and Stephane
also passed out fresh-baked shortbread packages. It was a
happy event, put on by friends and attended by a
community who wish the couple all the best during their
lives on Saturna, and the very best for their lovely child. 0
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Mayne Island’s country dance class has an enthusiastic time at the Ag Hall on Sunday afternoons, including live music. The time slot (4-6pm) is ferry-friendly
from Pender; anyone interested in joining in should call Brian Crumblehulme at 250-539-3027.

Movie Review: Christa Grace-Warrick

Suzuki kicks off festival

Force of Nature

D

avid Suzuki is a tour de force of nature. As a point
of departure, Force of Nature documents 75-yearold Suzuki’s ‘legacy lecture’, presented at UBC’s
Chan Centre with all its dizzying multi-media bells and
whistles. At the December 2009 lecture, Suzuki’s audience
gives him a standing ovation even before he begins to speak
and they are no less appreciative when he finishes.
However movie-goers get a lot more than the lecturegoers got. And movie-goers were no less appreciative, Force
of Nature won the Toronto Film Festival’s People’s Choice
award when it opened there, last September.
Director Sturla Gunnarsson’s film embarks on a journey
both personal and historical. Through rough home-movie,
and dated newsreel footage—cut between close-up shots
from his lecture—it shows Suzuki’s development as an
advocate for the love and care of our planet. His message,
and how he arrived at it, are unified.
Suzuki, iconic Canadian scientist, educator, broadcaster
and activist calls it ‘a distillation of my life and thoughts,
my legacy, what I want to say before I die.’
A second-generation Japanese-Canadian, his
childhood begins as a refugee in his own country,
caught up in the Canadian exile of his race during the
debacle of World War II.
His family life, political development and career as a
scientist is set against the background of Earth’s increasing
human population and the careless exploitation of Earth’s
resources. Images and commentary, gently but
unsparingly, record the abuse of people and the
environment during the last 50 years; a life-history set in,
and creating, a riveting context—almost a revelation.
And always we cut back to the single image of the mature
Suzuki explaining what he has come to understand of

SHORELINE
DESIGN

humans and their context, Earth. He uses a compelling
scientific model of the air we breathe to demonstrate that
human-kind and our environment through all time are one;
there is no separation.
Humankind is, all told, only a single actor within the
drama of the environment, and is neither its master, nor its
purpose.
His scientific work, the genetics and reproduction of fruit
flies, was both teacher and metaphor for him—a model of
exponential growth. It takes many generations to reach half
the capacity of earth, but only a single generation to go from
there to its limits; through this he brilliantly expresses the
key consideration for humans, now.
The conviction of his words, standing before a swirling
panoply of images from Earth and the cosmos, is
interwoven with footage of a past many of us have lived.
Only through his expressive, twisted fingertips do we
know that this a man nearing the end of his conscious time
on Earth. His desire to communicate, and his skill at doing
so, make him and his message both ageless and urgent.
Our understanding of what he is saying to us is deepened
by exquisite footage of Canada’s wild and beautiful places.
Despite all our technology, for good or evil, we are first and
foremost embedded in the Earth.
And we are the ones who should care about our species’
survival or untimely end. Suzuki’s humility is matched by
the nobility of his message: that we humans can stretch to
reach the potential we have evolved. The film is a crowning
example of Suzuki’s ability as a communicator, and as an
icon of secular morality.
Forget the Oscar winners—this is the film you must see.
And you can—it will be aired on CBC, Sunday, March 13
at 8pm. 0
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The 2011 Salt Spring Film Festival was off to an auspicious
start! Tickets sold out quickly and horse-trading for tickets
was fast and furious.
Festival organizers and the Salt Spring Forum worked
together to have David Suzuki speak at the screening of his
film on February 26.
‘David has impacted the lives of so many people on Salt
Spring, this is a great opportunity for the community to
hear him reflect on his incredible career and ask questions’
said Margery Moore, the Executive Director of I-SEA and
Forum Board Member. ‘I saw the documentary and it
moved me to tears—so the first thing we did was call Jim
Meadows and Diane Copeland Thomas to see if the Film
Festival would screen it,’ Moore remembers.
Their response was incredibly positive. ‘We were in the
audience at the film’s premier at the Vancouver
International Film Festival,’ explains Meadows, an
organizer of this year’s Festival. ‘David is one of the most
electrifying speakers that we have ever heard. .’
Michael Byers, a Salt Spring Forum board member, was
asked to invite Suzuki. He quickly discovered that Suzuki
respects and values Salt Spring as a hotbed of
environmental activism. ‘David not only agreed to speak,’
says Byers, ‘He offered to do so for free—provided the event
raised money for local organizations.’
The new partners quickly agreed that the Salt Spring
Island Conservancy should benefit from Suzuki’s
generosity, given that local organization’s own enormous
contributions to environmental education and protection.
Among other things, the Conservancy offers the
‘Stewards in Training’ program to Salt Spring Island
students in Grades 1–8. Every year, each student spends
a day engaged in hands-on learning about local
ecosystems. 0
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(Re)Generating democracy
Conversations about changing Canadian
politics are happening across the country
this month as part of Leadnow’s
(Re)Generation: Voices for Canada
campaign.
(Re)Generation is an invitation to
Canadians to create a new kind of politics.
Leadnow’s first step in this process is to
draft the Declaration for Change and
commit to creating a better future for all
Canadians.
Leadnow is a new organization made up
of young people who are passionate about
creating change in Canada. They will
challenge politicians to work together for
progress on the Declaration’s goals, and call
on citizens to take action and vote for the
politicians who will rise to the challenge.
“Our goal is to create an independent
community that can bring generations of
Canadians together to take action for our
future and regenerate our democracy,” says
Salt Springer Kelsey Mech, Leadnow
member.
One
opportunity
to
discuss
(Re)Generation will occur in Courtenay on
Thursday, March 10, 6:30–9:30pm in the
Tsolum Building at the Lewis Centre. It will
be hosted by the Vancouver Island North
Greens (VING), but is open to everyone—

regardless of political or philosophical bent.
To register, call Pam Munroe at 250-3380187 or email Sue.Moen@greenparty.ca.
‘These young people are doing what we
have asked them to do—get engaged and get
active. We believe they have a great idea,’
says Sue Moen, Green Party Candidate for
Vancouver Island North.
Over the past few months, Leadnow has
asked Canadians why they want to see
change. People have expressed their love for
this country but also refused to do nothing
while the environment is destroyed, the gap
between the rich and the poor widens, and
Canada’s reputation deteriorates. Leadnow
is hearing a desire to rise above the fear,
secrecy, and bullying that now dominates
our politics, they say.
Only 22% of Canadians voted for the
government that is writing the next chapter
of our history. Many young people are
working to make the world a better place,
but do not vote because they do not think it
makes a difference.
Leadnow’s challenge is to begin
regenerating the Canadian democracy
before the next election. They want to create
a new kind of politics in which the citizens
tell the politicians what they want to vote
for. 0

Triathlete for food security ~ Sara Miles
On March 16, Pender Island resident Sandor
Csepregi will swim from Saturna Island to
South Pender Island—right after crossing
Mayne Island by bicycle and finishing a 7km
run from Winter Cove to the Saturna
Winery. It is just part of his training for a
much longer triathlon/marathon-style
fundraising event on Canada Day long
weekend, called the ‘Gulf Islands-athon for
Food Security and Sustainability’.
Raising funds for and awareness of food
security systems in local Island
communities, the Gulf Islands-athon is
uniting local farmers, growers and the
communities in which they work and live.
The event’s website, with more than 100
community links, is already becoming a
definitive source of information about the
local food production network, linking
consumers and producers. While many
online lists are out-of-date, Sandor is
contacting producers individually to ensure
that listings on his site are current. ‘They are
happy to be included in the event,’ he says.
On Canada Day weekend, Sandor will
embark upon a three-day round trip journey
powered only by ‘bipedal locomotion’. He
will swim, cycle, run and kayak between and
across Pender, Salt Spring, Thetis, Valdes,
Gabriola, Galiano, Mayne and Saturna
Islands, stopping along the way to connect
communities with food security and
sustainability in mind.
The event is open to everyone and there
are many opportunities to be involved in this
healthy initiative. All athletes are welcome to
accompany Sandor at training events or
during various legs of the main event on the

July long weekend. Organizer, sponsorship
and planning positions are also still
available. ‘It’s about being inclusive and
collaborating, connecting groups related to
food production and food security,’ Sandor
says.
He is currently taking pledges, which will
be collected upon completion of the Gulf
Islands-athon and donated to local
initiatives chosen by each community, such
as the food bank.
When asked about the potential dangers
or pitfalls of the event, such as strong tides,
Sandor said he is not worried. ‘I just need to
focus on staying relaxed and keep on moving
forward. I’ll get there in the end!’ He will
have boat support for the distance swims,
but isn’t sure yet whether he will swim or
kayak the ‘Mad Dash Across Active Pass’!
It is not surprising that Sandor comes
from a family of athletes. His father, Gabor
Csepregi, played Olympic water polo and
coached the Canadian national team. His
grandfather, George Gate, Order of Canda,
was inducted into the Swimming Hall of
Fame in 1989. ‘I am not competitive though,’
Sandor says. He just enjoys being active and
sharing the enjoyment of it with others.
Besides, he says, ‘the real heroes are the
local farmers and growers. You don’t go into
farming for the money; it’s a lifestyle. I am
passionate about this, but nowhere near as
much as they are.’
To get involved, show your support
for Sandor: find a local food producer,
www.members.shaw.ca/gulfislandsathon.0
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One photographer catches another at work: Phil Neal, 93 years young in March
and still clicking!
DENMAN from page 1

Marketing:
•consider co-operative agricultural
product processing facilities;
•develop seasonal agritourism;
•run the farmers’ market once or twice a
week year-round;
•develop a website with information on
what farms are currently selling and where
they are; and
•have a school lunch program using local
produce.
Capacity-building:
•run educational programs for farmers;
•consider ‘incubator farms’ to train new
farmers;
•organize an agricultural equipment cooperative;
•develop shared warehousing and
distribution facilities;
•create a Regional Farmland Trust; and
•sustainably harvest wild foods (honey,
berries, mushrooms).
Community development:
•meet with local food security groups to
examine common objectives;
•meet with local food purveyors
(restaurants, etc) to establish distribution
links; and
•initiate a Meals-on-Wheels program.
Environmental sustainability:

•develop alternative water sources,
including recycled water, for irrigation; and
•encourage soil management practices.
Policy and regulatory changes (a long
list; here are just a few):
•restrict or ban any further conversion of
farmland to non-farm uses;
•make it easier for small scale producers
to apply for Class E licenses to enable local
sales;
•incorporate buffering on the boundaries
of agricultural land; and
•allow accommodations for seasonal
farm labour; secondary suites in
farmhouses; and accessory buildings for
farm sales use.

New Bylaw To Protect wet
Farmland
Bylaw Nº195 has been proposed to amend
Denman’s Land Use Bylaw by inserting a
definition of ‘seasonally flooded agricultural
fields’,
exempting these areas from
requiring a development permit for
agricultural activities.
The purpose is to allow areas that have
been identified as wetlands and are within
Development Permit Area Nº4, but have
been historically used for agriculture, to
continue use for agriculture without
requiring a development permit. 0

SCHOOL DISTRICT #64
(Gulf Islands)
Consideration of Local School
Calendar Option for 2011/2012
March 2, 2011
Re: Consideration of Local School Calendar Option for 2011/2012
On September 8, 2010 the Board of Education passed the following motion:
“It was moved and seconded that in order to give ample time for public input and
discussion, be it resolved the Board of Education will consult with the community in
accordance with the School Act and the School Calendar Regulation to seek input
and feedback regarding the proposed Local School Calendar. Written submissions
may be made to the Board throughout the school year until April 13, 2011.
Additionally, time will be allotted for public input on each island community
immediately following the Regular Public Board meeting held on each island. Proper
notice will be given in each community as to the time and date of these meetings.”
Further opportunities to provide feedback include:
• Email through http://www.sd64.bc.ca - click on ‘Four Day Input Form’;
• Individual written submissions addressed to the Board of Education, through
Dawne Fennell, Executive Assistant;
• Public Meeting of the Board of Education – April 13, 2011 at Saturna Elementary
School at 1:00 p.m.
To view the draft calendar to be considered for approval for 2011/2012 and a draft of the
Preliminary Financial Projections for 2011/2012 please log into:
http://www.sd64.bc.ca/district.html#nextyear. Copies of these documents will also be
available at each school.
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ElizabEth May on Galiano

~ heather

C Martin

News In Brief
Cowichan Trestle Opening
This month, the historic Kinsol Trestle in the Cowichan
Valley will open to walkers, bikers and equestrians for the
first time since 1979. Completed in 1920, the Kinsol Trestle
is an important link in the Trans Canada Trail system and
heritage icon. At 188 metres long and 44 metres high, it is
one of the largest wooden bridges in the world and the
highest wood trestle in the Commonwealth.

Speaking of Food
The BC Association of Farmers’ Markets Conference is
taking place in Richmond from March 11–13. Themed
‘Working Together to Strengthen Our Local Food System,’
the event features keynote speaker Joel Salatin. Named as
‘America’s Most Influential Farmer,’ Joel Salatin is a
celebrated third-generation alternative farmer in Virginia’s
Shenandoah Valley and a self–proclaimed lunatic farmer.

Sighting water Spouts
Temporary Lighthouse Keeper Glenn Borgens observed five
water spouts northwest of Entrance Island near Nanaimo
on February 17. The BC Ferry Queen of Cowichan then
confirmed the report to Victoria Coast Guard Radio. A
weather event such as this is a serious concern for boaters
and pilots alike. Glenn’s observations highlight the
importance of coastal lighthouse keepers.

Pender Park Progress

Photo: Marilyn Redivo

Andrew Loveridge gives Elizabeth May a tray made by Island artist Elsie Mussell at Grand Central Station
cafe in Sturdies Bay.

T

he tireless Elizabeth May was on Galiano Island all
day Sunday, February 6, speaking at several venues
and meeting over one hundred islanders.
She was such a visible presence in federal politics last
election, memorably taking part in the 2008 leadership
debates, that it is surprising to realize she has been in politics
for less than five years. Until she ran for the leadership of the
Green Party, Elizabeth had never joined a political party.
Though she’s had a strong presence in Ottawa since the
1980s, even serving as Senior Policy Advisor to Tom
McMillan, the Environment Minister in Brian Mulroney’s
Progressive Conservative government, she always remained
fiercely apolitical, convinced that the way to get things done
was not by joining one party or another but by working with
all of them, striving for consensus and cooperation wherever
she could. In those comparatively civil days, that worked.
Part of her job for McMillan, she says, was to reach out to
the environment critics from the opposition parties, striving
for consensus before one or another bill was presented to
Parliament. This from those distant days when MPs of all
parties were courteous to each other, and a climate of
compromise and cooperation was fostered in the House of
Commons.
The climate of intimidation, and the venomous, partisan
rhetoric, that has now become the norm in Ottawa saddens
but does not surprise Elizabeth. Ottawa is a small place, she
says, rather like the Islands—everyone knows everyone else.
She knew the Harpers and their children through junior
hockey leagues and her daughter’s ballet class, and she knew
enough about Stephen Harper’s politics and his turn of mind
to be truly frightened when he was chosen by his party to be
Prime Minister.
‘Thought without constructive action is demoralizing,’
was the motto instilled in Elizabeth by her mother, a
committed environmental activist, and by her grandmother
before her. Elizabeth was in danger of becoming demoralized
after Harper was named PM, and so she acted: she threw

her hat into the ring. She is determined to change that level
of discourse and to foster a return to civility in the House of
Commons when she is elected our Member of Parliament.
That Elizabeth May is not ‘just like all the other politicians’
was made clear when she delivered the guest sermon at
Galiano’s St Margaret of Scotland Church. This was a nonpolitical event; the gospel that day was part of the Sermon
on the Mount, and that was what Elizabeth spoke to.
She talked about the universality of that sermon, a
treasure trove of the key teachings of Christ that has touched
people of all faiths and cultures around the world. This was
demonstrated very strikingly, she said, at a conference in
Brazil where she was part of a small group of people from
around the world charged with writing what would come to
be known as the Earth Charter.
Mikhail Gorbachev, the co-chair, spoke of the importance
of coming up with a document that truly resonated with
people everywhere, and said, ‘we need to aspire to greatness;
we need to be thinking of the Sermon on the Mount.’
Elizabeth spoke to one of the key teachings from the Sermon
on the Mount, ‘ you are the light of the world,’ and the notion
that individual human beings are capable of being that light:
‘let your light so shine before others.’ How do you shine your
light? The answer, reinforced over and over again, she said,
is to help people who need help; end injustice; end war and
strive for peace.
Elizabeth, who has extensive theological training from a
time when she aspired to be not a politician but an Anglican
Minister, said what Christ was preaching was not easy, but
clear. Get involved. Do what you can. When you see injustice,
when something is wrong, or unfair, do something about it.
She quoted a song from an old United Church hymnal:
what we are called to do is to ‘light up my own little corner’
in whatever way we can. Though she did not say so, this is
clearly what Elizabeth has been trying to do in her political
life.
She was so furious at the skirting of the issues in the

On February 14, TLC The Land Conservancy of BC met with
Pender Island community members to discuss the third and
final phase of the Brooks Point Regional Park land
acquisition plan. In partnership with the community, TLC
is launching a campaign in support of the vision for full park
protection at Brooks Point. The target completion date for
the campaign is August 31, 2011.

CoastSaver Fares return
From March 22–March 31, CoastSaver fares of $39.95 one
way for a car and driver will be in effect on all of the Tuesday,
Wednesday & Thursday sailings from Tsawwassen–Swartz
Bay,
Horseshoe
Bay–Departure
Bay
and
Tsawwassen–Duke Point. Adult fares will be $9.95. 0
leadership debates, she said later, that she ran for the
leadership of the Greens with the goal of joining those
debates to make sure the important issues were raised and
got debated. As we all know, that’s what she did: somehow
she persuaded the powers that be that the lowly leader of the
Green Party, without even a seat in the House of Commons,
could and should be part of those debates.
Elizabeth May is a force of nature; her energy, optimism
and conviction are contagious. She first ran for Member of
Parliament in Nova Scotia, where she lived for many years.
She wanted to win that riding, because she was running
against Peter Mackay, a cabinet minister, and she almost did.
What stopped her was not Peter Mackay, a lightweight
politician at best, but the power of his father Elmer Mackay’s
still formidable political machine. Even with that, she came
heartbreakingly close to winning, so close that people kept
coming up to her after the election saying, ‘I wish I’d voted
for you—I didn’t because I didn’t think you stood a chance.’
Elizabeth stands an even better chance in our own riding,
in which polls have consistently shown to be the ‘greenest’
riding in Canada. If she doesn’t win, it won’t be for lack of
trying. She has now lived and worked in our own riding for
more than a year-and-a-half, and she is a whirlwind; she is
everywhere.
Elizabeth was just back from Ottawa, where she’d
attended the first sitting of Parliament since November, and
it’s clear to her that a spring election is a very real possibility.
Recent polls show Elizabeth is running neck to neck with
Gary Lunn at 32 and 34 % each; the other two candidates,
MAY, please turn to page 15
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Symmetry in motion, blue heron skims the waters.

ECO FIR FLOORING

premium flooring from the gulf islands

EGYPT, from page 7

and took us all to the nearest police station.
My mobile was very low on battery and I was extremely
lucky to make one last call before the battery was dead. The
call was to my wife informing her where I was taken, and
those last seconds of a dying phone have possibly saved my
life.
On our way to the police station, we were terrorized by
our pro-regime captors, who repeatedly making statements
that those who lost their brothers in front of the police
station are waiting to slaughter every traitor in Tahrir
Square.
As we arrived at the police station, we were immediately
rounded up by a crowd of thugs who rushed to brutally beat
us with continuous and random kicks, punches and slaps.
The police officers then came out to take us in as if they
had saved our lives from the blood-hungry thugs that
carried all kinds of weapons. As we entered the police
station, all our mobiles were immediately confiscated and
we were physically checked. Then we were blindfolded, had
our hands tied up with ropes behind our backs and our feet
tied. They made sure the tying was very tight to cause
numbness and inflict on us the highest level of pain possible.
Within a couple of hours, we had reached forty people
according to the police count, including a few foreigners
such as a Tunisian, an Indian, an Iranian and a Syrian and
they were all framed to be directly influencing and recruiting
Egyptians in their cause of a major turmoil.
Then we were brutally humiliated: slapped, kicked, spat
at, sworn at with the most offensive language ever, while
those who had beards were called by a girl’s name and
constantly hit hard on the head with shoes, apparently; they
were wickedly wounded. The bearded men were very calm
although they were humiliated the most and they regularly
said ‘Ethbato fi al Ebtila2.’
There was an army doctor driving a BMW, who on his
way to Tahrir Square to provide medical supplies for the
injured, had been caught and framed as ‘helping the
criminals, traitors and murderers of Tahrir Square and
thereby should be put to death.’ Whenever any of us

screamed with pain, moved a head, talked of innocence or
anything, we were severly punished, humiliated, sworn at
and beaten.
As the officers talked together, it was very easy to realize
that the army, the police force, the pro-regime thugs and the
people who made the checkpoints all co-operated together
to deter, terrorize, intimidate and lock-up all those who walk
in or out of Tahrir Square. It was also stated that the proregime people at the checkpoints were rewarded £50
Egyptian for every person they brought in. We were also
framed as members of ‘Hezb Allah, Hamas and other
foreign political parties’ and if we denied it we were over and
over brutally beaten.
However, it was very remarkable that all ordinary people
tried hard to deny their presence in Tahrir Square, including
myself, while those men with beards were so strong to
confirm their presence in the square for a just cause. The
bearded men were later taken to another room and tortured
in ways that were not visible to us. Also a girl who was
present in Tahrir Square was taken and tortured—and God
knows what else.
It became pretty clear that the police force in Egypt was
no longer part of the Egyptian government, but rather, the
arm of the Mubarak-regime.
After very dreadful six hours at the police station, I was
very fortunate to end my time in hell. Through various
police connections of the corrupt and wicked system, I was
released and received major apologies from the various
officers who had abused me terribly. They said, ‘we are very
sorry but we were just doing our duties, please forgive us.’
The dark sarcasm and the wicked irony totally stunned me.
However, they never gave back my mobile nor my ID,
claiming that they could not find them.
Although I was in agony from the beating, the swearing
and the ropes that were tying me, it brought me a greater
and bitter pain to escape hell and leave behind those brave
men to suffer and get tortured and intimidated at the hands
of the ruthless inhuman and barbaric regime. 0
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Enbridge ducks forums
planned by university
Enbridge has told the University of Northern British
Columbia it won’t attend a series of community forums
on the company’s controversial Northern Gateway
Pipeline. Friends of Wild Salmon says Enbridge’s decision
undermines communities’ right to open dialogue and
shows the company is losing the battle for public opinion.
‘If this pipeline is as good for British Columbia as
Enbridge claims, they should be eager to participate in
public forums,’ said Friends of Wild Salmon chair
Jennifer Rice. ‘Their refusal to engage with the public is a
clear indication that Enbridge is losing the battle for
public opinion.’
UNBC professor Ross Hoffman, who was organizing
the forums, stated in an email that ‘with the exception of
one community, we have been unable to secure local
speakers who are willing to share a perspective that
supports the project.’
‘If no one in our region is willing to get in front of a
microphone and tell us why this project is good for our
future, it speaks volumes about the risks this project
poses,’ said Rice.
Enbridge did attend a public forum in Terrace last
month, after initially declining the City of Terrace’s
invitation because they felt it would not be a fair and
productive venue.
‘The Terrace forum turned out to be balanced,
informative and civil. Attendees heard from both
proponents and opponents of the project,’ said Rice. ‘I
really don’t understand why Enbridge thinks other
similar events wouldn’t be productive exercises.’
Haisla councillor and former Friends of Wild Salmon
chair Gerald Amos stated that community forums are an
important addition to the federal Joint Review Panel,
which does not itself fulfill the need for public dialogue.
‘The quasi-legal Joint Review Panel will be inaccessible
to the average citizen, and has been designed to exclude
many of the issues community members and First
Nations have said they are concerned about.’ 0

Supporting riparian bylaw
On North Pender Island February 26, a combined public
information meeting and Public Hearing on a proposed
Islands Trust Bylaw (No 184), setting out Development
Permit Requirements for areas bordering streams and lakes,
answered many questions and found general support.
The Bylaw ensures local control of application of the wideranging provisions of the 2006 provincial Fish Protection Act.
In fact, a professional biological survey found only four
locations on the Island that merited riparian area protection.
They are: the watercourses serving, and shores of, Magic Lake
and Buck Lake; the shores of Gardom Pond in the Harbour
Hills area; and the stream running into Hope Bay from
farmland opposite the #1 Firehall.
The Bylaw would require a Development Permit ($200)
for any structures within 30 metres of these bodies of water.
The permit might specify conditions for construction,
streamside protection, use of chemical fertilizers and
insecticides, vegetation management, etc. The requirement
does not apply to forest and agricultural land uses, and is not
expected to require changes to existing gardens.
It was emphasized that the DPA was not the same as a

setback; while it might set conditions, it could not prohibit
construction.
Some of the most interesting questions related to the
Environment Ministry’s definition of ‘fish habitat’, which
appeared inconsistent, ranging from creeks where fish had
been observed at some time in the last hundred years,
through creeks which actually had fish in them now, to creeks
which appeared possibly suitable for fish at some times of the
year. All the more reason for local control through permits.
CRD Director Ken Hancock, speaking in support of the
Bylaw, cited the example of St Mary’s Lake on Salt Spring
Island (water supply for a number of residents), which is the
site of significant blue-green algae growth due to excessive
nutrient feeding on lands along its shores.
During the information meeting, support for the Bylaw
was expressed by a number of speakers. When it came to the
Public Hearing, there was little more to be said.
North Pender Trustee Gary Steeves chaired the meeting,
with Trustee Derek Masselink, and planners Robert Kojima
and Andrea Pickard. Trustees delayed consideration of third
reading until the March 31 LTC meeting, to allow time to
review specific locations which had been the subject of
questions. 0

Trust seeks groundwater management on Islands

Referring to current provincial government work on the
reform of BC’s legislation concerning water extraction and
use, the Islands Trust has expressed particular concern that
special attention be paid to the regulation of wells on the Gulf
Islands.
Publications emanating from current consultations,
research, and drafting of legislation have made it clear that
the Gulf Islands are an area of particular concern. Not only
that, but groundwater legislation is being given considerable
emphasis in the government’s work.
A letter to Minister Barry Penner from Sheila Malcolmson,
Chair of the Islands Trust Executive Committee, expresses
pleasure with these emphases in the Living Water Smart plan.
The letter goes on to identify some issues which have arisen
with respect to the Islands; these are:
• the need to define low enough water extraction
thresholds for regulation to enable licensing of private wells
on some of the Islands. But present documentation says:
‘Domestic licensees and small private domestic well owners

will not likely be required to measure and report, except
potentially in problem areas.’
• the need to regulate and control bulk water extraction
from private wells; water obtained in this fashion is presently
sold on Hornby and Gabriola Islands. The effect of this type
of extraction on neighbouring wells is neither known nor
regulated.
• the need to license, monitor, and enforce regulations on
wells to avoid saltwater intrusion. The Trust recommends
that there should be a provincial budget and strategy; Section
78 of the Water Act presently provides for fines up to
$200,000 and six months in jail, but enforcement appears to
be lacking.
• the need to prohibit hydrofracturing, now being used to
increase the flow of groundwater wells, until there is a
licensing system in place that will prevent harm to the ‘already
fractured’ aquifers of the Gulf Islands. The Trust’s concern
about this practice is on record through an exchange of
correspondence with the Minister in 2007. 0

An Exciting Salish Sea Future!
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eople have been telling us how much has been done (like Salt Spring’s Draft
Climate Action Plan) but also how much needs to be done for a vibrant future
for humankind. Through their efforts, we can see how much attention people
are willing to devote to making something different happen.

sland Tides wants to weigh in. 20+years ago when Island Tides began, it was because
I thought the Gulf Islands were a place where visionary things could (and do) happen. I
have not wavered in that belief. In fact I feel it stronger than ever. Over our Year End break,
Patrick Brown, Sara Miles and I thought through what we could do to help. It was a heady time and the
beginnings of a plan were laid.
ewspapering doesn’t always have to be about squabbles, petty-mindedness, and
disasters (though there’s rather a lot of disasters in this edition!), or motivated
by the nasty bits of human nature. We could all be talking about the ideas, the
hope, finding ways, making plans. So much that is interesting and worthwhile is happening,
(for example the Transition Towns movement) that we are inspired to help, to accelerate the
Salish Sea’s vibrant future, perhaps as a model for the world (you think I’m kidding—not).

N

ot all social media is online, I always saw Island Tides as a way to sustain islands-culture by
being a hub, connecting and catalysing the efforts of Islanders. Now, with our circulation
grown Salish Sea-wide, we would like to use our ‘connectivity’ in putting together a lowcarbon economy. It’s exciting, it’s the future, it’s a new prosperity—and it’s possible with the energy,
talent and goodwill of so many Islanders. Our area is geographically rich but also rich in resourceful
humans.

P
B

lease get in touch with us if you are having the same thoughts in a positive, upbeat
way. No more time for moaning and groaning. No more time to waste on rearguard
action. Let’s start a fantastic, fun future here and now. And let’s do it on a scale
which really makes a difference. We are looking for business people, entrepreneurs,
students, retirees, benefactors…
efore too long, we hope to be in your neck of the woods, explaining what we are thinking so far and
hearing your ideas. Together, we think amazing things can happen.
All The Very Best, Christa Grace-Warrick, Editor and Publisher

D

on’t you love our photos? And the diversity of the news? We love sixteen pages but it
comes at a price! The most effective way to ensure that Island Tides has
sufficient revenue to keep all this happening is for readers to send in an annual
‘voluntary subscription’ for the newspaper which you are already picking-up or receiving
in the mail for free. We will put your money to good use. (If you have sent or phoned-in
your contribution—a big ‘thank you’—and could you possibly tell your neighbours that you
did?) Our suggested voluntary subscriptions amount is $28.00 ($25.00+HST). Many people tell us
they keep meaning to send us a voluntary subscription—if you have ever thought that, no better
time than now to actually do it. Not only that—tell your friends and neighbours that you did. It will
remind them they wanted to send their’s in.
Mail your contribution to: Island Tides, Box 55, Pender Island, V0N 2M0, or call (250-629-3660)
with your VISA or Mastercard and we can say ‘thank you’ in person.
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GSAAutoRentals
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Pick-Upfrom
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VictoriaAirport
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Jesse Bowen, Gas Contractor

“We don’t stand
behind our work,
we stand behind a tree.”

jesseandvirginia@gmail.com

250-629-0008
Cell: 778-977-2808

D. A. SMITHSON & SONS

Well Drillers
250-539-5252
250-478-6937

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

Chris West
Dive Services
250-888-7199
250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

REAL ESTATE
Cortes Island. 72.5 acres. Seven 10acre shares, waterviews, garden sun.
2 of 7 shares on deposit. $80,000 per
share. Dick Hayes 1-250-935-6612

Rural broadband coming?
Getting affordable broadband outside of towns and cities in
BC is a challenge that has kept many British Columbians
from enjoying its life-altering benefits, says Barrett Xplore,
Canada’s largest rural broadband provider. In Barriere the
company is now test-marketing a package designed
especially to address the affordability gap experienced by
many rural British Columbians.
The company will be offering a satellite broadband with
speeds up to 1.5 Mbps for $49.99 /mo, an upfront cost of
just $99, and no equipment purchase . Historically, a highspeed package has installation and equipment costs of over
$500 and a monthly fee of around $120 month. This means
Barriere-area residents can now enjoy a service that's up to

Book Review: Lindsay Williams

Beggar’s Garden

Wipe your feet, folks!
You’re about to take a ride in the
luxury vehicle of short stories.
Although most of Christie’s tales
surround characters of a low socioeconomic status (and that’s putting it
mildly) his writing is the literary
equivalent of a fully loaded BMW X3
with leather heated seats, a state of the
art sound system and a license plate
that reads ‘Spoiled’. Smooth and sure, each word is more
confident in its placement and belonging than the one
before it.
If you are not a short story fan, you will be. This book will
change your opinions about how a short story is structured,
how it can evoke emotion, and how much creativity and
punch can be woven into a fraction of the pages in a novel.
Like the best music albums, I can’t pick a favourite track.
Is it the opening story, ‘Emergency Contact’ that felt oddly
familiar to me, like a dream I’d once had? Or is it the
incredibly visceral ‘Goodbye Porkpie Hat’ which won
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Bowen Plumbing
& Heating

Dave
250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640

MARINE
135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

On Time & On Budget

Dave’s Drillling
& Blasting

www.smithsondrilling.com

WAHL MARINE LTD.

• Foreshore Applications

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

20+ years experience
Metal roofs & torch-on
Excellent references.
BBB, Licensed, Insured,
WCB, Visa, M/C.

www.soarecontracting.com

FOR SALE
1989 Sea Ray 220 Cuddy Cabin. 5.7
litre, 800 hours, GPS, radio, other
equipment.
One
owner.
Professionally maintained. $9,500
plus HST. Boat is on Pender Island.
Call 604-250-6821 after March 31.

PLUMBING SERVICES
New Construction
Renovations

Pumps, Filters,
UV Lights
Rainwater Collection
Docks & Marina
250-537-4850

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

WELL-BEING
FOUNDATIONS OF
HERBAL MEDICINE
learn to take care of your
health with herbs
with Chanchal Cabrera
MSc, FNIMH

Workshops, Classes,
Wellness Consultations
www.chanchalcabrera.com

250 336 8767

Jump Start Your Spring - Advertise
250-629-3660 • islandtides@islandtides.com

37.5 times faster than dial-up—at a price that provides real
affordability.
‘Broadband is a lifeline to e-commerce, communication
and learning,’ said Barriere Mayor Mike Fennell. ‘This is a
major boost to the ability of our town and the surrounding
area to attract residents, build a strong business
environment and bring services to our citizens.’
Barrett Xplore’s Bill Macdonald said, ‘Barriere has low
population density and difficult topography. That is exactly
why we chose the area to test market this package. Barrett
Xplore is unique in its ability to deliver broadband to the
most challenging areas, with its combination of fixed
wireless and satellite technology. In addition, Barrett Xplore
Inc. has recently announced that it will build Canada’s first
national 4G broadband network, which will provide 100%
coverage across Canada by the end of 2012. 0
Christie the Journey Prize in 2007?
Each story is a tiny portrait of Vancouver that is clean
and subtle. I found myself nodding and thinking ‘I know
exactly what he’s talking about.’
The stories are very loosely linked, in an almost ‘Where’s
Waldo’ fashion. You think you may recognize a fur-collared
jacket from another story, or a blinking neon sign
mentioned somewhere else. What they all have in common
in the heaviest sense is their no nonsense construction.
You can feel the smooth nature of Christie’s writing like
the moment the road goes from broken asphalt to fresh
black pavement. He writes with intention and clever brevity.
A few of the stories are from the point of view of a
woman, and I had to stop several times to remind myself
that it was actually a man making the sentences string
together like a Christmas paper chain.
Told separately, you have in The Beggar’s Garden
remarkable stories about unremarkable people. The
characters are homeless men, broken women, and regular
people confused by the complexity of their own emotions.
As a whole, the book is an elegant surge into a world
known only to those who have walked it in their skate shoes.
This is Michael Christie’s first published work, and he is
currently crafting a novel. I’m sure that I am not alone when
I say this: Goody. 0

MAY, from page 12

tied at 19 %, are trailing far behind. This will clearly be a twoway race, and Elizabeth is running the race of her life.
The two things that could stop her are dirty politics and
voter apathy. Her team is preparing for the first as best it can.
They know and can ward off the dirty tricks that were used
in our riding last election; the worry is they don’t yet know
what the ‘politics as usual’ people will try this time.
But voter apathy is the biggest hurdle: 41% of Canadians
did not bother voting in the last election. Much of this apathy,
says Elizabeth, can be linked directly to that negative political
advertising.
Elizabeth researched how ‘attack ads’ work, as part of her
latest book on governance, because, though everyone said
they worked, she knew no-one, herself included, who had
ever been swayed by them. Her research gave her a clear
answer: attack ads work, not because they sway voters, but
because they turn them off politics completely. Attack ads
work because people stop voting.
Stephen Harper did not get a bigger percentage of the
votes last election; less people voted for him the second time
around. The problem was that even less people voted for the
other parties. Everyone lost votes, and our country was the
biggest loser.
People are so turned off by the spectacle in Ottawa that
huge numbers have given up. What has this gotten us? A
minority Conservative government, voted in by a very small
percentage of the population, which is acting as if it is
running, not just a majority government, but a kind of
autocracy.
Prorogation, anyone? It is unconscionable that we let
Stephen Harper get away with it.
And we let it happen because we have, as a nation,
become to a large extent demoralized. It is time for us,
following Elizabeth’s lead, to take constructive action.
For the sake of our parliamentary democracy it is time to
vote again, no matter our political persuasion, and to
persuade and cajole our friends and neighbours, our parents
and children, into doing the same. 0
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March Garden
Brian Crumblehulme
No occupation is so delightful to me as the culture
of the earth, and no culture comparable to that of
the garden. But though an old man, I am but a
young gardener.
—Thomas Jefferson, 1811
t doesn’t take a mental giant to discover that this is a
challenging area to grow flowers and vegetables. The
climate is great: one month each of summer and winter
with five months of spring and fall. Not quite
Mediterranean, but comfortable enough. The challenge is
water and poor soil combined with an encroaching forest
and everything that walks or crawls out of it.
Clearly some plants do thrive here, for, in addition to the
forest giants, there are hundreds of indigenous plant
species. Many germinate in the fall, grow slowly through the
winter to flower in early summer. This habit also
characterizes many of our most popular herbs, the sort of
herbs that many of us use in cooking.
Just over thirty years ago, when Mary and I first moved
to the islands, I planted a herb garden on a rocky knoll
among a tangle of wild grass and mahonia, and most of
them are still there. Many popular herbs are still fairly close
to their wild ancestors implying that they are tough,
undemanding and only ask for a patch of earth and a little
sun and water. The harder herbs grow, the better the aroma
and flavour. Never plant herbs into a rich compost as you
would for strawberries because they will over-grow into
rambling leggy weeds with little or no flavour, and never,
ever feed them with a liquid fertilizer unless you want to kill
them with kindness.
Many culinary herbs are quite drought and deer
resistant, attract bees and butterflies, look gorgeous, taste
great and contain more vitamins and minerals than a shelf
of commercial dietary supplements. Back in the early
eighties I had a herb farm and supplied Safeway with
bunches of fresh herbs from Easter through Thanksgiving.
I distinguish my herbs between tender annuals and the
more or less hardy perennials. In the first category the big
one for summer is basil. Native to the Nile valley in Ethiopia,
basil is a tropical plant that needs a warm earth. I sow it
under glass in late March, plant out in early May and gather
from June through November. Basil grown outside tastes
far better than basil grown under glass and is not bothered
by a few cold or wet days. I do not try to grow it through the
winter but in August I blend bunches of it in olive oil and
freeze it for later use.
Summer savory is another sun-lover from the hills of
Italy so I wait until late May or early June before scattering
seeds along a border that gets lots of sun. Savory grows into
an untidy fragrant bush beloved by bees and butterflies. The
Romans sowed drifts of it around their bee-hives. You can
pick it anytime there are leaves to spare and gather a few
bunches for drying in late August.
Next to basil, I probably use more oregano than any
other herb and now have great clumps of it growing in the
grass in the orchard. Oregano is a very hardy perennial that
produces masses of rose coloured flowers in July and is one
of the few herbs that taste better when dried. And, like most
herbs, they develop the highest concentration of aromatic
compounds and amino acids just before the flowers are fully
open so oregano can be picked at its peak one day in the
summer for a whole year’s supply.
Rosemary, sage, thyme, lavender and bay grow into
scrubby bushes, or small trees in the case of bay, that are
used extensively by landscape designers when all else fails.
I keep all of the above posted around the house and even in
a January snow I can always find a few fragrant leaves that
are far better than some dusty specimen sold in a plastic jar.
They are so easy to grow and so undemanding why bother
to dry and store them when the real thing’s just outside the
window? Buy plants from a local nursery and plant them
with a shovelful of compost in late March.
Many of the remaining common herbs are hardy
perennials best left in a quiet corner that is not too dry.
There are hundreds of mints with fragrances ranging from
toothpaste and chocolate to apple and orange. I grow
‘English Mint’ also known as ‘lamb mint’ which is an old
spearmint/peppermint cross and has a strong clean flavour
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‘Speed Dating’, a skit at the fabulous ‘Galiano's Got Talent’ benefit concert for the
Galiano Health Care Society. In true inter-Islands style, Pender Islander dancer Lindsay
Landry-Hamson also made a show-stopper appearance.
that makes a good sauce and a refreshing tea. For fun I also
grow Corsican mint that has one of the smallest flowers in
the world. This tiny plant looks a bit like moss and has an
incredible crème d’menthe aroma, and for centuries was
used to flavour the famous liqueur. Corsican mint, chopped
over sun-warmed strawberries is another story, but you will
have to get down on your hands and knees with nail scissors
to harvest it.
Tarragon, fennel and sweet Cicely will grow well at the
back of your perennial flower bed, behind the peonies or
poppies. Three to five feet high they make a fine summer
hedge and are always happy to donate a few leaves for your
chicken Kiev, halibut steak or salad. Like parsley, chervil,
salad burnet, mountain cress and cilantro originate in
northern Europe and Asia and are better grown in cool
ground so I grow them primarily for winter use by sowing
them in July/August in pots or some back sheltered spot
where they can be left alone. Do not try to transplant these
herbs as they will incline to flower and die prematurely.
Garlic and chives are alliums that grow like daffodils.
Wild alliums (onions) grow on the rocky ridges and banks
near the waterfront of all the islands and flower in late
April/May. If you want big bulbs, transplant garlic and
chives into a rich medium in October and cover with a
mulch of seaweed to give them a little salt. Gather them
when they are dry in late July and replant the bed with
winter carrots.
With the exception of things like garlic and basil most
people don’t need herbs by the bushel so tuck them in quiet
sunny corners or sprinkle a row in front of the parsnips.
And, as mentioned above, they are great for landscaping.
Deer will take parsley and cilantro, and mint can run
rampant over a well-watered bed if not contained. For that
wild patchy area next to the shed try comfrey, horseradish
or lovage (note, I said ‘or’ not ‘and’—these herbs can get big.
Then in between the roses and petunias you can always
throw in borage, calendulas, nasturtiums, and violets to
spice-up and colour a salad.
For the adventurous, some spices will grow here if the
summer is long or you resort to glass covers. Anise,
fenugreek and cumin grow wild in Persia and India and
thrive when everything else, including the gardener, begin

LOG Home Packages

to wilt. If you can’t find a packet of seed try a few seeds from
your pantry, if they are not too old. Sow them on a hot day
in May, water and cover with a sheet of glass until they
germinate. Ginger comes from south-east Asia and likes a
more tropical climate. Plant it in a pot with lots of compost,
keep it hot and soak it when it gets dry. If it hasn’t been
sprayed with growth retardant it might produce a big root
to keep you going all winter.
recipes
Herbs are a culinary supplement. It is not often that we munch
down a bunch of dill or boil up a mess of sage. Herbs, however,
can make a meal. Sometimes supporting the flavour of a
vegetable like chived potatoes or providing a counter flavour
like rosemary BBQ’d steak, no garden or pantry is complete
without a complement of fresh and dried herbs.
Carrots with...
• 1 bunch fresh carrots • Olive oil, basil vinegar • Honey,
garlic & fresh chopped tarragon
Brush and cook the carrots for about 10 minutes until nearly
done. Drain and combine the remaining ingredients to taste.
Reheat stirring frequently, and serve with grilled sole or lamb.
Potatoes with...
• 3-5 potatoes• oil, salt, pepper • fresh rosemary • peanuts •
1 chili pepper
Cut the potatoes into chunks and boil for 10 minutes until
half cooked. Drain well. Toss a little oil into a frying pan and
fry the potatoes until they begin to brown. Season and sprinkle
with fresh chopped rosemary. For extra flavour add a few
peanuts and a chopped chili and continue to fry until they are
nearly burnt.
Herb butters
Cream some butter in a bowl then add: • chopped chives,
parsley & rosemary • savory & mustard seed • dill & oregano •
mint & lemon zest • garlic & tarragon • mustard & horseradish
• tarragon & thyme • sage & bacon bits
Honey herbed melon
• 1 honey dew • ½ cup wildflower honey • Chopped Corsican
or peppermint • A few raspberries
Chop or ball the melon. Toss all the ingredients except the
berries. Cover, chill and macerate for at least an hour. Re-toss,
scoop into a serving bowl, top with berries and serve with
espresso and Grand Marnier. 0
Our precision profiled 6x8 “D” logs are precut, prenotched,
and predrilled for simple and fast assembly.
A complete weather tight log home package that is delivered
right to your site.
Call us now and ask for our Gulf Island SPECIALS!

