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Herring sac-roe fishery viewed from Qualicum Beach. Hundreds of thousands gulls, ducks, and seabirds congregate to share in the bounty which is monopolized by fisherfolk and sea lions
while opportunistic eagles snatch their share. The human fishing usually continues for 7 to 10 days but the bird activity persists for several weeks. (See also story, page 2)

Commentary by Patrick Brown

Nanaimo Port Authority plans to
privatize government dock

Early in 2012, the Nanaimo Port Authority was
approached by Pacific Northwest Marina
Group with a proposal to lease the downtown
Nanaimo government dock to the group for 30
years, in return for spending some $9 million
to upgrade the facilities.
The port authority (NPA) has since signed
an Memorandum of Agreement with Pacific
Northwest Marina Group (PNMG) without
considering alternatives, consulting any users,
discussing the idea with the City of Nanaimo
(as required by a 2004 agreement), carrying
out any planning or environmental
assessment, or calling any tenders.
The terms of the proposed contract have
not been made public. The port authority and
PNMG are now attempting to finalize their
agreement, and the lack of planning and
consultation is starting to catch up with them.

Tides’ last edition), its Board of Directors is
appointed by the federal Minister of Transport,
and it is not accountable to either the citizens
or local government in Nanaimo.
It is required by its charter to be financially
self-supporting. It manages the cruise ship
facility, the Duke Point wharf, seven
anchorages for deep-sea vessels, and the twoberth Nanaimo Assembly Wharf Terminal in
the harbour, as well as various other waterfront
amenities.
PNMG, while it has an office and real estate
developments in Sidney, is basically an
American enterprise owned by Seattle
multimillionaire Craig McCaw. It does not
appear to own any other Canadian marinas.
Coincidentally, it is part of a group which
includes Seagate Pontoons, a manufacturer
and refurbisher of floats and docks for marinas.

The NPA is one of a number of port authorities
created by the federal government under the
Canada Marine Act to manage federal
government’s properties and water areas. Like
Port Metro Vancouver (described in Island

The government dock (known as the Boat
Basin) is the only public berthing facility in
downtown Nanaimo, and has been in its
present location for 70 years, while the city

NPA a Federal Body; PNMG
a US Enterprise

Government Dock For 70
Years

is at these

NANAIMO DOCK, please turn to page 6

Community Contribution Company
regulations approved

On May 14 last year, Bill 23, enacting
amendments to BC’s Business Corporations
Act and creating a new class of corporations to
be known as Community Contribution
Companies (CCCs), was given royal assent.
The legislation legitimizes corporate
objectives that are not necessarily profitable
but benefit the community, and permits a
business organization to escape the ‘profit is
paramount’ straitjacket.
However, until regulations are published,
it is not clear how this would work. The
regulations were approved by Order-inCouncil on February 27. They have still not
been published, but a government press
release, together with a reading of the
amendments in Bill 23, gives a fairly clear
indication of their structure. They will take
effect on July 29 this year.
Generally, they allow the creation of a
‘hybrid’ type of corporations under BC law
which can accept equity investment and pay
limited returns on that investment, but are also
committed to dedicate a proportion of profits
to community or charitable purposes. Their
dividend payout to investors will be limited to
40% of annual profits.
The CCC structure is designed to allow

registered charities to set up for-profit
businesses; they were previously limited to
non-profit activities and could not pay any
return on invested capital, which limited the
capitalization of their enterprises. But it would
also appear to permit the creation of
enterprises designed primarily for community
purposes, and to allow such organizations to
sell shares and so attract investment.
In every other respect, CCCs operate as
normal business corporations. They need not
be non-profits, but the dividend payout and the
degree to which activities and profits are
dedicated to the community would be
determined by the company’s Board of
Directors.
CCCs will also be required to publish an
annual report providing details of their social
spending, community activities and dividend
payments.
The creation of this ‘hybrid’ corporate
structure, the first of its kind in Canada, opens
the door to the creation of a wide variety of
organizations which would allow individuals to
invest ‘patient capital’ to achieve ‘social
purposes’.
Could this work for BC Ferries? 0
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South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall
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Herring mismanagement — ’cultural genocide’

I

Briony Penn

n late August, academics, First Nations, and media joined
with several scientists from Department of Fisheries and
Oceans at Simon Fraser University’s 3-day research
symposium (brilliantly named The Herring School Workshop)
‘to digest and discuss the dismal fate of herring in the Pacific
Northwest.’
Michelle Washington of the Sliammon First Nation set the
mood for the days ahead. With tears pouring down her cheeks,
she recalled the day when a way of life—one that had endured
for thousands of years—ended. She was 14-years-old when the
commercial fleet of herring boats arrived in front of her village
of Teeshoshum (‘waters white with herring spawn’) on the
Sunshine Coast. ‘There were so many boats that they blocked
our view to the island across the bay.’ That was 27 years ago
and the herring, which provided both food and livelihoods, have
never returned.
Throughout the conference, representatives from First
Nations for the entire coast stood up for the first time, one after
the other, sharing their common experiences, traditional
knowledge, grief, and frustration. Each pinpointed the year and
cause of the loss of the distinct herring populations on which
these cultures and ecosystems were built. Barb Wilson, a Haida
Can you help Northshore Wetland Partners locate herring
grandmother and Parks Canada employee, was a little girl when
roe? Herring spawn early January through late April.
the commercial herring fleet came to fish the spawning herring
The roe will be small clear to whitish pearls on eelgrass,wharf
in her village bay off Skidegate. She remembers the way the boat
pilings,the underside of a boat, seaweeds (pictured), and shore
lights lit up the bay as they fished through the night. That was
in the 1950s, and the herring have not returned in numbers
rocks. Look at low tide, when more roe will be visible.
since.
Send a message or a photo to penn@saltspring.com, or
Frank Brown, Heiltsuk First Nation, spoke of the intense
call
250-653-9996.
frustrations his people had in trying to change the herring
management practices in the once-vital spawning grounds of
Coastal First Nations people believe that the management
Spiller Channel. ‘For five years, we went to fisheries and science
model
used by DFO, which treats the herring population as a
meetings of DFO with our own herring fishery management
single,
undifferentiated
mass that can move around within five
plan, as it is a communal aboriginal right affirmed by the
Supreme Court of Canada in 1996. Then we went out on to the large management units, is too simplistic.
They have been arguing for decades that herring have
grounds as a nation to try and stop the fishery in 2003, 2004,
behaviourally
distinct bay populations, differentiated by
2005. Canada sent in the RCMP and a paramilitary force,
geography,
migratory
behaviour and/or by time of spawn. For
including snipers, to enforce the law. Whose law are we talking
example,
there
are
early
spawners like the Gorge and Ganges
about enforcing? The highest law in the land gave us the highest
populations,
and
some
are
late, like the Cherry Point population
priority access. At the end of the day, the fishing fleet fished
on
the
south-east
coast
the
Strait of Georgia—all of them on the
through the night and got their quota in Spiller Channel.’
brink of extinction.
Cliff Atleo, Nuu-chah-nuulth First Nations,
Not paying attention to this variability in behaviour
repeated a similar story about the once-rich
and
numbers has enabled the sac-roe fleet to
‘Coastal First
herring spawning locations in his territory
aggressively
target each last substantive bay
Nations people believe
on west Vancouver Island over the last
population
to get their quota—which has
that the management model
40 years, and told of the specific years
remained
the
same percentage, despite a decline
in which the sac-roe fisheries came
used by DFO, which treats the
in
overall
biomass.
and cleaned them out from Barkley to
herring population as a single,
The stories from Sliammon to Haida Gwaii
Clayoquot sounds.
undifferentiated mass that can
point
to the fact that once fished out, these local
Arvid Charlie of the Cowichan
move around within 5 large
bay
populations
fail to recover even after decades
Tribes recounted how the herring
management units, is too
have
passed,
and
the
main cause has been the sacspawns disappeared from Cowichan Bay,
simplistic. ’
roe
fishery.
Local
populations
have flickered out
Genoa Bay and Gorge Harbour when he
everywhere,
even
in
Baynes
Sound,
which is still being
was a little boy in the ’40s from the reduction
fished by Pattison’s fleet.
fisheries. ‘They came and caught the herring by the
However, DFO claims they haven’t found evidence that local
scowfuls and the herring never came back.’
populations
are distinct, nor that the 20% quota of estimated
Cliff Atleo argued that the mismanagement of herring is
biomass
is
a
factor
in the decline. Jake Schweigert, DFO herring
causing a cultural genocide of coastal people. ‘These are strong
scientist,
says
herring
move, and he points to historical highs of
words but they are true, as herring are a cultural keystone
the
Strait
of
Georgia
Management
Unit at Baynes Sound and
species upon which all life and cultures depend.’
the
Sliammon
population
moving
around
to Savary Island—
Frank Brown said the fact that scientists from DFO had
actually come to participate in The Herring School Workshop although there’s been no research or catch in this section since
was an important step in the right direction. He also 2000.
DFO scientists have been advocating this ‘moving herring’
acknowledged restrictions that scientists might work under
hypothesis
for years, with no real evidence. And now there is
because of industry interests, and said: ‘If we agree that herring
new,
independent
evidence emerging that they’ve been wrong.
is a keystone species, then we have to come together and try to
Dr
Dana
Lepofsky,
who heads up the Herring School of
overcome the fear around issues related to people’s
employment, whether it is through allocations of herring or researchers at SFU, has been working on the archaeology of
herring for the last five years. Through excavations of village
their jobs within the civil service.’
sites like Teeshoshum and Namu on the Central Coast, they
Distinct Fisheries Or Not?
have uncovered 7,000 years of herring ecology and DNA in
The smoking gun of the herring declines that indigenous
herring bones which could confirm what elders have been
representatives at the Herring School pointed to was the
saying all along—that there is long-term site fidelity if these
management of the commercial fishery. First, the reduction
specific locations are not overfished. Abundance at these sites
fishery which was closed in 1967, and then the current sac-roe
corresponds well to oral traditions that identify places of high
fishery which kills the spawning fish.
concentrations of herring spawn.
The commercial herring fishery and processing operations
Lorenz Hauser of University of Washington, Donga Yang at
are now entirely owned by Jimmy Pattison (Canfisco); and
SFU, and Camilla Speller at University of Calgary have now
Canfisco’s senior director of fishing operations, Chris Cue, sits
figured out how to get nuclear DNA from the ancient bones and
on advisory boards for the fishery.
believe that this research direction might help us to better
At the Herring School, Dennis Chalmers, a fisheries manager
understand possible genetic differences between herring
all his career, first for the federal government and now at the
populations from place to place.
provincial level, outlined past fisheries management, admitting
If this proves to be the case, DFO would have to accept an
the reduction fisheries were a disaster until their closure in 1967.
alternative hypothesis and embrace traditional practices—
But he defended current management practices for the sacwhich have long been ignored but which reflects this diversity.
roe fishery. ‘We scientifically estimate pre-roe harvest biomass
The first task, according to Arvid Charlie, would be to call for a
and only take 20% of the total, which is low by fisheries
moratorium on the herring fishery to give the last spawning
standards.’ If biomass drops below a dangerous threshold in a
groups a rest. For Karri Humchitt, Heiltsuk First Nation, the
large management section, which it has in four out of five
HERRING, please turn to next page
regions, DFO doesn’t allow a fishery.
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Undermining the Charter - Commentary by Patrick Brown
he Federal Department of Justice, by
law, is supposed to ensure that all
legislation proposed by the government
is constitutional, and that it would conform to
the Charter of Rights. The Minister of Justice
is supposed to so inform Parliament.
But a recently retired government lawyer,
Edgar Schmidt, says that, over the last twenty
years, the Department has set the bar so low as
to provide no assurance at all to either the
government or to Canadians in general that
new laws in fact respect the Charter. And
Parliament has not been informed.
The effect is to leave it to individual
Canadians to challenge legislation in the courts.
Charter challenges, of course, invariably end
up at the Supreme Court of Canada. To mount
such a challenge takes a very determined
challenger, working with a highly competent
legal team. It is expensive and takes a long
time.
New laws, passed by a majority
government, can be proclaimed, put into effect,
and enforced for many years before a challenge
can be heard and adjudicated by Canada’s

B

clarifies how the Charter is to be applied by
governments and the courts.
Applying The Charter To
With these Charter provisions in mind, one
Legislation
might expect that the Justice Department
In order to carry out its legal duty to review
might examine the purpose, essence, and text
legislation, Canadians would imagine that the
of each chapter and verse of proposed
Department would start from a clear
legislation in order to judge whether its intent
understanding of the Charter itself,
was to reduce or damage any of the freedoms
which was written to protect
described in the Charter, or whether it
Canadians from the actions
might be used or interpreted to
‘The question
of government which
reduce, explicitly or implicitly, any
has been (re)framed:
might derogate from
of the rights of individual
is there any possibility, no
their fundamental and
Canadians set out in the Charter.
matter how slim, that the
inalienable rights and
Turned Inside Out
government could imagine
freedoms.These
It
can be argued that the final
include freedoms of
and put forward a ‘credible’
word
on questions like these is
conscience, religion,
argument that the legislation
that
of
the Supreme Court, and
thought, belief, or
was ‘not inconsistent’
for the Justice Department to
expression; freedom of
with the Charter?’
arrive at any conclusions on these
the
press,
peaceful
questions
is second-guessing the Court,
assembly, and association.
and
therefore
exceeding its mandate. But
The Charter also guarantees
this
is
a
narrow
interpretation,
and its effect is
democratic rights, the rights to come and go,
and to live anywhere in or outside Canada; a to rationalize the Justice Department’s
full range of legal rights; equality rights, avoidance of its most important responsibility:
language rights, aboriginal rights; it also the interpretation and defense of the
Constitution of Canada, and particularly that
part of it that consists of the Charter of Rights
- Donald Galloway
and Freedoms.
The review of new legislation is obviously a
that the bill and the suggested amendments
would bring Canada in line with the fundamental part of this responsibility.
international legal norm. In a newspaper Canadians would expect that the Justice
column he has stated that most other Department would strongly advise the
democracies—from France to Brazil—have the government if there was any chance that
authority to strip citizenship for crimes of legislation proposed would be, in any way,
treason and terrorism. He has also suggested inconsistent with the Charter.
Yet, according to Schmidt, this is not the
that the proposed law is more protective than
the equivalent statutes in the UK and Australia procedure that has been followed by the
where ‘citizenship can be revoked if it is in the Department over the last twenty years. Instead,
public’s best interest—a much lower and more the question has been turned upside down.
It has been framed as: is there any
vague standard than our proposal.’
possibility,
no matter how slim, that the
In the face of such comments, it is
government
could imagine and put forward a
important to set the record straight. Each of the
Supreme Court.

Citizenship in jeopardy

ill C-425, a private member’s bill
currently being fast-tracked through the
House of Commons is titled ‘An Act to
amend the Citizenship Act (honouring the
Canadian Armed Forces)’. It has two primary
objectives.
First, it expands the ways in which
Canadian citizenship may be lost. A citizen of
Canada who is also a citizen or resident of
another country is deemed to have renounced
their Canadian citizenship if they engage in an
act of war against the Canadian Armed Forces.
Second, it aims to ease the process of
naturalization for permanent residents who
have signed a three-year contract with the
Canadian Armed Forces and who have
completed basic training. It does so by
reducing the requirement of three years of
residence in Canada to two years.
Ordinarily, private member’s bills do not
merit much attention. Their success rate is
usually low. In most cases, they cannot
compete with Government endorsed bills for
the required attention needed to survive the
rigours of legislative scrutiny. However, this bill
may be different. The Minister of Citizenship
and Immigration, Jason Kenney, has stated his
support for the bill and has indicated that he
will amend it by expanding it to embrace those
who commit acts of terrorism either in Canada
or overseas.
The Minister has also voiced the opinion

HERRING from previous page

only solution is true co-management with the
people who live with and understand the fish.
At the symposium, DFO’s Schweigert
defended current management and suggested
that declines and failure to recover are linked
to many causes. But his first choice of cause
was predation by growing numbers of sea lions
and humpback whales, as well as climate
change. When he presented this argument,
there were audible gasps from the audience,
who would have remembered a similar
argument proffered to explain the cod collapse.
They would also have recalled the 1995
muzzling of DFO scientist Ransom Myers over
the causes of the cod collapse. Myers had found
no evidence that predation by seals or

ISLAND TIDES, March 14, 2013, Page 3

‘credible’ argument that the legislation was ‘not
inconsistent’ with the Charter?
In fact, Schmidt himself said that laws with
‘as little as a 5% chance of being upheld’ in the
courts have passed unquestioned by the Justice
Department.

Reversing the Charter

Schmidt has laid bare the way decisions have
been made in the Justice Department for, he
says, the last twenty years—decisions as to
whether a piece of proposed legislation is
consistent with the Charter, and so is in fact
constitutional—and to so advise Parliament.
The effect of this is to reverse the implied
onus of the Charter: rather than to protect the
individual from the actions of the government,
it is to protect the government, whatever it may
do, against a Charter challenge brought by an
individual.
It also makes use of the inevitable time, cost,
and complications of mounting such a
challenge in the courts to insulate and protect
the government against any questioning of its
actions.
Mr Schmidt has asked the courts for a
finding that the Justice Department, for which
he used to work, has violated its duty for the
past twenty years. Since launching the action,
he has been suspended without pay and barred
from his office. But on Friday, February 22, the
government abandoned its efforts to have the
case thrown out, and agreed to proceed directly
to a trial ‘on the merits of the case’.
This case is firmly grounded in irony, and
afloat on a sea of contradictions. Will it test the
primacy of the courts over the government?
Would the court require the government,
intent on passing legislation that might be
inconsistent with the Charter, to invoke the
‘Notwithstanding’ clause, to be renewed every
five years? 0

bill’s objectives is deeply problematic—
although that of creating a category of second
class citizens whose status is more precarious
than that of other citizens has more pernicious
consequences.
First, the Bill, as proposed, contravenes
International Law. Article 8(1) of the 1961
Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness
provides that a contracting state shall not
deprive a person of nationality if such
deprivation would render him stateless.
The Convention does allow signatories to
opt out of this provision if at the time of signing
they retain the right to deprive a person of
nationality on the ground that he has
conducted himself in a manner seriously
prejudicial to the vital interests of the state.
CITIZENSHIP, please turn to page 10

environmental conditions were responsible for
trends in total mortality of the 1985-87 cod
stocks, yet his findings were removed from the
pivotal Stock Status Report of 1995 and
virtually none of the evidence that fishing was
an important cause of the stock declines was
included. When Myers spoke to the press
directly in 1995 and stated categorically that the
collapse of the cod fishery had nothing to do
with seals and everything to do with
overfishing, he was reprimanded and
threatened with the loss of his job.
Many of the speakers at the Herring School
Workshop knew of the Myers case and had
long exposure to the problem of an industrycaptured agency. So they weren’t buying
Schweigert’s hypothesis. 0
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from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Your Total
Total
W
Water
ater S
Solution
olution
Gulf Islands Water Treatment
~ Rainwater Harvesting
~ Water treatment for wells,
surface supplies & seawater
~ Filtration & Disinfection
~ Slow sand filtration
~ Small systems Health
Authority approvals
Bacteria,
Bacteria, Arsenic,
Arsenic, Turbidity,
Turbidity, Tannins-TOC,
Tannins-TOC, H
Hardness,
ardness, much
much more!
more!

www.watertiger.net
ww
w.watertiger
er..net
Vi
Victoria
ctoria
1110
((250)
250) 4
412-1110
12-1110

Burnaby
Burnaby
((604)
604) 630-1114
630-1114

www.islandtides.com

Courtenay
Courtenay
(250) 3339-6914
(250)
39-6914
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Editorial: Free Vote in BC Election

ue to our first-past-the-post and party politics system,
elections over recent years have been characterized by
strategic voting, to ensure that the party that a voter
least likes is not elected. Indeed, the strait-jacket of political
parties arises from our archaic sysyem of voting. This has made
a mockery of democratic elections and a lot of voters don’t
bother to vote at all.
It’s been like this and will be like this again till we change our
voting system; but this BC election is very different. It’s a clean
slate. The incumbent party is deeply unpopular and in disarray.
If it turns out the way it looks as if it will turn out, voters will
have the once-in-a-generation opportunity to vote for the
individual (and party) they actually want to represent them in
the legislature. What Island Tides hopes for is the election of
worthwhile MLAs, representing many parties, to put some
spark and creativity into the Legislature and, through vigorous

discussion, to plan a sensible way forward for our province.
This makes it vitally important for voters to understand the
platforms and, in the abscence of clear party platforms, to trust
the candidate for whom they are voting.
Most of all, it requires voters to play their democratic part
and turn out to vote on this historic voting day, May 14.
So: read (start with our ‘Election 2013’ discussion, page 6),
listen, show up at all-candidates meetings, think, decide; then
with relish vote for the candidate you want. Don’t be cowed by
pundits who tell you otherwise.
By the way, have you received a letter from Elections BC
checking your voting details? If you haven’t, you’re likely not on
the voters list. Call 1-800-661-8683 at once (see ad next page).
Don’t miss your chance for a real voting opportunity!
Roll on May 14 (and not just for the warm weather)! 0

Renaming ‘Civil Disobedience’

on civil disobedience and will probably organize more of them.
For many of us, getting our minds around the justification
for civil disobedience is not easy. We need to do some serious
reframing.
When I was a child my mother told us kids, ‘If you get lost or
someone is bothering you go and find a policeman and tell him
what’s wrong.’ That was my first awareness of something that I
eventually recognized as respect for authority and the rule of
law. If we didn’t have it our society would sink into chaos and
lawlessness. And that viewpoint stayed with me for most of my
life, even when the people in power did not share my political
views. As the man said, “These are the folks that other people
elected so they call the shots.” So for me and for many others,
committing acts of civil disobedience went against the grain.
Respect for duly elected authority was almost part of my DNA.
But, as I grew older I began to reframe—to rethink the whole
nature of civil disobedience. It occurred to me that my family
and I have a right to clean water, clear air, good food, a suitable
home, and a safe place to live.
We didn’t get these rights from the Canadian Constitution
nor the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. We didn’t get them
from the Prime Minster of Canada or the Premier of British
Columbia. My rights, my neighbour’s rights, and the rights of
all living things come from our very existence. They are gifts of
nature or, as many First Nations often put it, gifts of the Creator.
Thus there is a rule of law based not on human laws but upon
the law of nature. The prime directive of all human laws should
be to protect natural laws. If we don’t protect the laws of nature
and its ecosystems which ensure our survival, we are doomed—
and we have to do something about it.
So, when we engage in peaceful direct action as a last resort,
we are not the ones breaking the law. We are trying to protect
natural laws that ensure our survival as a species. It is those who
have introduced laws that violate our natural rights that are
breaking the law.
Reframing civil disobedience this way removes the guilt
feelings and motivates action. It has worked for me and it might
work for many of us who sense that our natural rights are being
taken away from us.
Mike Bell, Comox

Readers’ Letters

Dear Editor:
Every time I turn on the TV or open a newspaper these days I’m
seeing discussions of civil disobedience. The Keystone Pipeline,
the Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipeline, Prime Minister
Harper’s omnibus bills C35 and C48, The Idle No More
movement, the Raven Coal Mine battle here in the Comox
Valley—they all mention civil disobedience—usually as a last,
but looming, resort.
Sierra Club USA stated that for the first time in its 122 year
history it was going to engage in civil disobedience to oppose
the Keystone Pipeline—and it did several weeks ago. Sierra Club
Canada indicated it was considering the same option.
Here in the Comox Valley, Sierra Club Comox Valley, the
Council of Canadians, the Friends of Strathcona, Comox Valley
Water Watch and a dozen other groups that are part of the
Peaceful Direct Action Coalition have sponsored two workshops
LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Richard
Thomas Ballantyne and Kim
Alison
Ballantyne
of
Saltspring Island, BC, intend to
make application to Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource
Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Service
Centre for a Specific Permission
for Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown land located
at Saltspring Island/vicinity of
Long Harbour.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File # 1414066.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations at
142–2080
Labieux
Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed
to:
Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until April 28, 2013.
MFLNRO may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website:http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/A
pplicationPosting/index.jsp for
more information.
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor.

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Ernest and
Mary Pennell of Saltspring
Island, BC, intends to make
application to Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource
Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Service
Centre for a Specific Permission
for Private Moorage situated
on Provincial Crown land
located
at
Southey
Point/Vicinity
of
Stuart
Channel.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File # 1408635
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations at
142 - 2080 Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed
to:
Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until March 31, 2013.
MFLNRO may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
w e b s i t e :
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applicati
onPosting/index.jsp for more
information.
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor.
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Strait of Georgia
—puts your advertising where it will work hard

18,000 copies—In every mailbox, on the ferries and at the ferry ter

Attn: Peter

Date: Feb 15/13

Passengers aboard Queen of Nanaimo were wonderfully entertained by the Langley Ukulele Ensemble rehearsing for a concert on Pender.

PREMIUM
FIR FLOORING

The Victoria Lapidary & Mineral Society announces its annual

ROCK & GEM
SHOW 2013

FROM THE GULF ISLANDS

March 15, 16 & 17

Leonardo Da Vinci Centre



Beautiful Gems from BC & the World
Show Theme: ‘Treasure From China’

Fri 12:30-8:30pm • Sat 10am–6pm • Sun 10am–4pm
Adults $5, Seniors / Students $4, Family (4) $12
Kids 6 & under free, Weekend Pass $10

Details at: www.vlms.ca

 



195 Bay Street, Victoria, BC

Wonderful display of stones and silver being worked
Gold Panning • Fossil and Precious Stone Displays
Faceted Jewels • Silent Auction • Kids’ Corner
Free Door Prize Worth $300 • Retailers from Western
Canada • Refreshments & Much More!

Photo: Karoline Cullen

 



March 27,
Happy Birthday,
Patrick Brown!

Environmentally Friendly
Salvaged Old Growth Fir
Wide Plank Vertical Grain

East Point Millwork

604-377-5385
www.ecofir.com
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Are you on the voters list?

PROOF

Elections BC is conducting an enumeration and updating the voters list
for the May 2013 Provincial General Election. Are you registered to vote?
It’s easy. It’s convenient. You have choices. Be ready.

Island Tides thanks
for your patronag

For copy alterations pl
call: 250-629-3660 or
250-629-3838, or em
islandtides@islandtides

Your choices to register to vote or update your voter information are:
Online
Register or update your information on Elections BC’s Online
Is there someone registered at your address who no longer lives there? Before: noon
Voter Registration (OVR) system 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
Call Elections BC or go to elections.bc.ca/remove to have them
on: Wed, Feb 20
at elections.bc.ca/ovr. You need a B.C. Driver’s Licence or a
removed from your address.
Social Insurance Number to use the system.
Who can register?
(OVR)
By Phone
You are eligible to register to vote if you:
. are a Canadian
Call Elections BC toll-free at 1-800-661-8683,
Phone 250-629-3660
Fax citizen,
250-629-3838
Email: islandtides@islandtid
. are 18 or older,
8 a.m. - 8 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., Saturdays.
. have lived in B.C. for the past six months.
In Your Community
From March 6 – 23, temporary voter registration opportunities
Election workers required:
are at hundreds of locations throughout the province.
Over 37,000 election workers are needed to work for the May 2013 Provincial
View electoral district voter registration opportunities at:
General Election. View available postings at elections.bc.ca/jobs.
elections.bc.ca/registration-opportunities.

Island Tides Publishing Ltd, Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N

B.C. voters can also register or update their information when
they go to vote in the May 2013 Provincial General Election.
Elections BC is a non-partisan Office of the Legislature
responsible for administering the Election Act, the Recall and Initiative Act,
and the conduct of referenda under the Referendum Act .

find us on

elections.bc.ca / 1 - 8 0 0 - 6 6 1 - 8 6 8 3
www.islandtides.com
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Charles Frank Harry Baines 1931—2013

Financial abuse

We tend to think of abuse in mostly physical terms, and of
abusers as strangers. In reality, they could be friends, employers,
even relatives. Simply put, abuse is a deliberate behaviour in
which one person chooses to dominate, control or harm
another. People being abused often know when behaviour is
abusive, but not always, says Salt Spring’s Island Women
Against Violence (IWAV).
Abuse can take also a financial form. Financial abuse can
range from forcing a family to live in poverty when money is
available, to trying to make a victim hand over their money, or
account for every penny they spend.
If you are a woman and think you might be experiencing
financial abuse, or any other type of abuse, Island Women
Against Violence is here to help. IWAV Outreach services are
available on Pender, Mayne, Saturna, Galiano and Salt Spring
Island. Call 1.888.537.0717 for confidential help. 0
C O M M U N I T Y

E V E N T S
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What’s On?

SINGLE-VENUE: $33.60/$39.20 W IMAGE | MULTI-VENUE: $44.80/$50.04 W IMAGE
PAYMENT WITH ORDER BY VISA OR MASTERCARD PLEASE

Now thru April 2

Creative Choices Show & Sale—drawings and workshop
paintings by Salt Spring Island Painters Guild
members, many of whom are professional
artists • ArtSpring Lobby, 100 Jackson Avenue
• 9am-5pm • ArtSpring Gallery exhibition,
including Apples to Apples installation opens
March 23, 10am–4pm • Info:
www.ssipaintersguild.com • SALT SPRING

Daily, March 14 to 24

Spring Break Family Fun Swims— enjoy the new Wibit floating
obstacle course inflatable, wavepool, waterslide, diving boards,
pirate ship, toddler pool, swirlpool, family changerooms, steam,
sauna & Aqua Terra Cafe • 1-4pm • Saanich Commonwealth
Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak Exit)
• Info: 24-hour Swim Info-line 250-475-7620 or www.saanich.ca •
SAANICH

Friday thru Sunday, March 15 thru 17

Rock & Gem Show—beautiful gems from BC and the world,
show theme ‘Treasure From China’ • Leonardo da Vinci Centre,
195 Bay Street • Fri: 12:30-8:30pm, Sat: 10am-6pm, Sun: 10am4pm • Tickets: Adults $5, Seniors/Students $4, Family (4) $12,
Weekend Pass $10, Under 6 Free • Info: www.vlms.ca • VICTORIA

Fridays & Saturdays, March 22-23

Creative Stitches & Crafting Show—over 70 educational
seminars, exhibits, demos, celebrity speakers, door prizes, fashion
stage, shop till you drop Tradex,
1190 Cornell Street • 9am–5pm
daily • 2-day pass, $10 • Info:
1.855.723.1156,
www.creativestitchesshow.com • ABBOTSFORD

March 16 thru 24

Pacific Rim Whale Festival—celebrate the return of migrating
whales to a year-round whale sighting
destination, with culinary, cultural, musical
and educational events • Mar 17:
Chowder Chowdown; Mar 19: Sweet
Indulgence dessert affair; Mar 21: Barnacle
Blues Concert • More events and ticket
info: www.pacificrimwhalefestival.com •
TOFINO, UCLUELET & PACIFIC RIM
NATIONAL PARK RESERVE

During spring break March 18-22

Body Talk Cru—daily workshops run by Crimson Coast Dance
Society for young dance enthusiasts;
BODY TALK ‘13
MARCH 18th-22nd
with Professor Caju (Victoria Capoeira
School) & Veronica Stewart (Flamenco
Rosario Dance) • $25 • Teen program
1-4:30pm; Family class 6-8:30pm •
Classes & rehearsals culminate in a
performance at the Port Theatre,
March 23, 7:30pm (Tickets: $40,
Info and Registration:
www.crimsoncoast.org
Members & Groups $35, Students
250.716.3230
$15, eyeGO (highschool students) $5) •
Info: 250.716.3230, www.crimsoncoastdance.org • NANAIMO

Saturday, March 23

Photo: Susan Banjavich

Baldness comes with age, hey? Now where are
those herring?

NANAIMO DOCK from page 1

grew up around it.
It is home to many commercial boats, small boats used by
residents of Protection Island to commute between their homes
and downtown Nanaimo, private-boat commuters from
Gabriola, and a sizeable fishing fleet. Some of these vessels
belong to members of the nearby Snuneymuxw First Nation,
who claim a right to fish from the harbour under their Douglas
Treaty.
There are also facilities (including a crane) used by fishers to
unload their catch. In fact, the Boat Basin still carries out the
functions traditionally associated with the main government
dock in any harbour like Nanaimo (‘The Harbour City’).

Current Users Would Pay More, Or Move

Current users of the government dock facility are concerned
about the continuation of its present facilities under the new
contract, expected substantial increases in moorage fees
(especially for commercial and fishing vessels), and limits to
public access, including loading and unloading. It appears that
the existing crane (provided by the fishing fleet?) will be
removed and fishing vessel landing will be discouraged, as well
as the mooring of visiting commercial fishing boats.
A review of the proposed revised layout of the marina shows
almost complete replacement of the docks, with an increase in
the number of fingers to serve vessels up to 80ft. Sketches show
large motor cruisers, but no fishing boats.
Nanaimo Port Authority says that it is arranging with
tugboat owners to find alternate mooring space within the
harbour, and is also arranging for fishing vessel loading and
unloading facilities at the Assembly Wharf Terminal (usually
used for deepsea vessel tie-up and loading); although the fishing
fleet will have to book access times and provide its own crane.
The Protection Island Ferry landing will remain, and
moorage for small boats (20ft and under) will be available; it
has been proposed (by NPA and PNMG) that this moorage will
have to be paid for five years in advance.

Evaluating The Project

Users might have expected that any long-range plans for the
harbour would incorporate a needs analysis, considerable
consultation with stakeholders and the City of Nanaimo (after
all, city limits include 359 lots on Protection Island), and a
longterm financial plan.

Resilience Fair: Exploring Resilience and Climate Action—
celebrating Salt Spring’s
successes through
community engagement,
resilience review and with
guest speakers: Transition
Movement founder Rob
Hopkins (video) and ‘Resilience Imperative’ author Michael Lewis
(live); sponsored by Transition Salt Spring • Time: 1–4pm • Mahon
Hall • Info & RSVP: 250.537.4859 • SALT SPRING

Island Tides is in every mailbox on :

Cortes • Denman • Gabriola • Galiano • Hornby • Lasqueti
Mayne • Pender • Quadra • Read • Salt Spring • Saturna • Texada

islandtides@islandtides.com • 250.629.3660

www.islandtides.com

None of these, it would appear, was done, although a
number of ‘open houses’ have been held during the past few
months. Public ‘town hall’ meetings, sponsored by user groups,
are now being well attended.
The NPA has indicated that the existing facility has
deteriorated to a considerable extent under its federal
stewardship (since 1961) and that the proposal from PNMG will
ensure that some $9 million worth of necessary reconstruction
will not require any public money.
Proposed moorage rates have not been made public, but
local analysts have suggested that it would yield annual gross
revenue of $1 million or more to PNMG over the 30-year
contract.
In the absence of any original planning or feasibility study,
review of alternatives, or competing tenders, it is difficult to
determine whether the PNMG proposal is a financially sound
one. The fact remains that the NPA, an independent federally
created body, not locally accountable, is contemplating a
contract that would privatize the only public wharf, a vital public
facility, central to the traditional functions of Nanaimo’s
working harbour, and that would remove any other options for
the next 30 years. Sound federally familiar? 0
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Saturday, March 30

1st Market Easter Weekend, next market May 4—fresh, local
produce, baked goods, local art, artisan works & demonstrations,
culinary delights; guest speakers on current topics, buskers,
musicians; bring your friends and family, enjoy lunch or a snack,
you never know what you’ll find or who you’ll meet! • Community
Hall • 9:30am-1pm • Info: www.pifi.ca • PENDER ISLAND

Born in Ladysmith, Harry passed away with grace on
February 7 in Nanaimo.
Harry
was
a
commercial
fisherman
who grew up on North
Galiano Island and moved
to Ladysmith when he
married Louise in 1980.
His maternal grandfather,
‘Sticks’
Allison
was
lighthouse keeper at Porlier
Pass for nearly 49 years.
His paternal grandfather
owned and operated the
machine shop and ways at
Baines Bay, North Galiano. His great great grandfather,
‘Scotty’ Georgeson was lighthouse keeper on Mayne Island.
Harry was raised on Galiano Island, and fished, packed,
trawled, and seined on his boats MV Sea Babe, MV Miss
Dorraine II, and the MV Westerly Gail. Harry and his father
built MV Sea Babe together. He retired in 1993.
He also spent off-season building houses on Galiano with
Ken Sater. He called and danced squares on Galiano and Salt
Spring Island in his early days. He met Louise while square
dancing with the Diamond Squares in Ladysmith. He was a
member of the Eagles in Ladysmith and Vancouver Island
Model Engineers (VIME).
Harry believed if it was broken, then fix it yourself and he
could fix almost anything. Harry’s gentleness, compassion,
and modesty were recognized and appreciated by everyone
who met him. He had deep faith in God, and was a Cursillista
in the Anglican Church.
A Service was held on Thursday, February 14 at St John’s
Anglican Church, Ladysmith with Rev Dan Fournier
officiating. A reception followed at the Eagles Hall. Harry’s
ashes are interred at Ladysmith Cemetery.
The family would like to thank everyone for their flowers
and cards and for the many friends and relatives who
travelled great distances to be at Harry’s service. He would
have liked to be there for that celebration to see you all.
Thanks also to Dr J Lisinski for his care over the years and to
the Nanaimo Hospice for their compassionate hospitality on
his last day.
Harry was predeceased by his sister Joy McLeod (2000)
and brother Lawrence (Bud) Baines (2008). He is survived
by his loving wife, Louise Baines; devoted daughters Tara
Denis (Tom), Dorraine Baines-Turberfield (Blair) and
Donna Jeanne Baines-Kearns (Gerry); grandchildren
Derrick & Decklan Denis and Alex, Justin & Johnathan
Harry Turberfield; sisters Jeanne Silvey (Jack), Thelma
Brunsman, Tillie Southworth (Bill) and brother Lloyd Baines
(Betsy); also, his special friend, Reverend Canon Brian
Wood.
Memorial gifts in Harry’s name to the Heart & Stroke
Foundation would be greatly appreciated.
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BC ELECTION

BC ELECTION

Barry Avis–Parksville-Qualicum (BC NDP)
Affording a decent quality of life in British
Columbia is becoming more and more
difficult. Growing costs of goods,
services and food are leaving too many
families struggling. Why should large
corporations and banks making billions of dollars of
profit get huge tax reductions while seniors struggle to find
home support and young people face a mountain of debt for
post-secondary education?
I support practical steps to bring fairness to our tax system.
I support the Adrian Dix plan to modestly increase taxes on
large corporations. I also support restoring a minimum tax on
banks.
We also need to think about the way we use tax dollars. I
think revenues from carbon tax should be used to improve
transit services and put in place initiatives that will protect our
environment.
It’s unfortunate that BC today has the worst child poverty
rate and the biggest income gap between the rich and poor. It’s
time to change our approach, and it starts with fairness in our
tax system.

This edition, Island Tides asked:

be fairly applied so no single group is paying a
disproportionate share. In the long term, I’d
like to see more tax on things that hurt
society (e.g. pollution) and less on
things that help society (e.g.
employment, income, investment).

‘Now that you’ve seen the budget, are British
Columbians paying enough taxes?’

Bob Bray—North Island (BC Conservatives)

Yes, British Columbians are paying enough taxes. Some of our
tax rates are too high. One of the first places to start reducing
taxes is with the Carbon Tax. This will bring down the price of
gasoline by 7¢ a litre across the whole province. The Carbon Tax
gives the provincial government $1.2 billion each year and I
want to eliminate this tax while balancing the budget every year,
even if it takes several years to get responsibly rid of the Carbon
Tax.
David Coupland— (BC Conservatives)
British Columbians pay enough tax. In fact when you include
direct taxes (income and business) and indirect taxes (fees,
licenses, insurance, MSP premiums, the carbon tax, etc.) we pay
more than any province west of Quebec.
Indirect taxes have increased significantly under the current
government but are hard to recognize. Some can be written off
by business, but they tend to penalize individuals, especially low
income earners and the poor. Indirect taxes are supposed to be
discretionary, but many, such as a drivers license, are not.
We pay a lot of tax, but the current government does not
want us to know this and it conceals their real problem,
spending. They have added more debt than any government in
our history. People will accept taxes if they are transparent and
for a good reason. B.C. needs to return to a system of honesty,
fairness and justification in taxation.

Kassandra Dycke–Comox Valley (BC NDP)
The current government’s unfair tax policies have contributed
to an ever-widening income gap in British Columbia. Banks and
corporations have received multi-billion dollar tax breaks, while
average British Columbians are paying more for health care
insurance, hydro, ferries and more.
The worst example of unfair tax policy was the HST, and I’m
proud of people in the Comox Valley and around BC for forcing
the government to repeal it.
The growing inequality in our province is one of the most
important reasons why we need a change in direction.
I believe we build a healthier society and a stronger economy
when we have a fairer tax system. That’s why I support
measures like reinstituting a capital tax on banks and reversing
the tax breaks to large corporations to 2008 levels. Both of these
modest tax increases to banks and corporations can be used for
the services and programs people need – like homecare for our
seniors and skills training for our youth.

Nick Facey–North Island (BC Liberal)
Yes. Government needs to respect citizens right to live their own
lives, including spending their income in a manner they
determine as individuals, & families. Government needs to
minimize itself and its spending, and maximize the monies that
stay in the earners’ hands. I believe by growing our private sector
economy, faster than the public sector, we can keep income

taxes the lowest in the country, balance our budget while
providing the world class services BC demands, and work
towards a future with zero public debt. Under our current rates
we are investing record amounts in healthcare, increased
spending on education, & are building new schools & hospitals
around the province— not a single hospital was constructed
during the 25% higher income tax rates of the ’90s—it’s about
controlled spending, not higher taxes. Tackling these decisions
today is critical; it is not responsible to pass on our burdens to
future generations, nor should government tax away an
individual’s right to live as they see fit.

Gary Holman–Saanich N & The Islands (BC NDP)
First, the Liberal budget does not provide a true picture of the
province’s finances, since it is based on a massive, one time sale
of public assets, financial accounting tricks and unacceptable
cuts to public services. Second, tax fairness is as important an
issue as overall tax levels.
This government has run budget deficits for the past 5 years,
due to tax reductions disproportionately benefitting very high
income earners and large corporations, and over- reliance on
uncertain resource revenues. Not unsurprisingly, the budget
can be balanced only when markets for resources are booming.
The significant shift from taxes reflecting ability-to-pay to
regressive user-fees, over the past decade, has also exacerbated
child poverty and income inequality in BC, now the worst in
Canada.
The NDP will provide a fully costed platform before the
election, but has committed to raising some taxes and making
them fairer. For example, we will reinstate the capital tax on
banks to fund skills training, and increase income taxes on large
corporations to help pay for public transit improvements.
Leonard Krog—Nanaimo (BC NDP)
In the last decade, while average hourly wages rose at the
slowest pace of any Canadian province between 2001 and 2011,
the cost of day-to-day life has risen sharply. Now, BC is dead
last in the country when it comes to measures of income
equality. Hidden taxes in the form of steadily increasing rates
on government services have continued to erode family income,
while the HST has had a devastating effect on many small
businesses.
After a decade of tax breaks passed along to corporations
and high-income earners and little to make life more affordable
for BC families, our province faces an affordability crisis. To help
bridge the equality divide, government must make a
commitment to fund skills training to help students prepare for
the good jobs of the future, 80% of which will require postsecondary training.
British Columbians are demanding positive change and a
renewed commitment to supporting BC families.
Susan Low–Esquimalt-Royal Roads (BC Green)
Some British Columbians are paying more tax (and government
premiums) than they can afford, while others who might be able
to afford more are uninterested in funding more waste and
inefficiency.
To balance our budget and pay down the provincial debt
while continuing to provide the social services and
infrastructure we expect, the government needs to have a hard
look at its priorities. We need to stop paying such high executive
salaries, make do with fewer shiny mega-projects, and
restructure our programs to be more cost-effective. If people felt
the government was managing their money well, there would
be less resistance to paying the taxes necessary to support the
things we all want to be able to count on.
Taxes and government fees such as MSP premiums need to

Island Tides emailed the above question to all contactable declared candidates in all parties running in:
Alberni Pacific Rim, ComoxValley, CowichanValley, Esquimalt-Royal Roads, Malahat–Juan de Fuca, Nanaimo, Nanaimo–North Cowichan, North
Island, Oak Bay–Gordon Head, Parksville–Qualicum, Powell River–Sunshine Coast, Saanich North & The Islands, Saanich South,Victoria-Beacon
Hill,Victoria–Swan Lake (Barry Avis, Ida Chong, Kerry Davis, Kassandra Dycke, Nick Facey, Rob Fleming, Scott Fraser, Gary Holman, John Horgan,
Steve Housser, Carole James, Leonard Krog, Susan Low, Don McRae, Patrick Muncaster, Adam Olsen, Lana Popham, Bill Routley, Doug Routley,
Nic Simons, Jane Sterk, Michelle Stilwell, Celia Stocker, Claire Trevena, Jessica Van der veen, Andrew Weaver). All responses received are above.
The question was also sent to communications staff: Jonathan Dickie (GP), Glen Sanford (NDP), Michael Roy (NDP), Sam Oliphant (LIB),
Kristy Fredericks (CON).
If your favourite candidate has not responded yet, contact him/her or your party’s communication representative.

Next Edition’s Question To All Candidates:
‘How does BC Ferries fit in with the future of coastal and island communities?’

Adam Olsen–Saanich N & The Islands (BC Green)
Yes. At the 2012 Union of BC Municipalities conference I was
told by the Minister of Finance and the Opposition House
Leader, that the ‘provincial cupboards are bare.’ We need to
improve how we manage tax dollars.
Budgets are the result of government choices. Taxation is
intended to support infrastructure and valuable programs for
our communities. We, as taxpayers, rarely see where our hard
earned tax dollars go. It's not that we don’t want to pay taxes.
We’re willing to pay our fair share but only when we can reap
the benefits promised.
The Province is passing more of their responsibility to
municipalities—forcing annual property tax increases. This
pressure on municipalities translates today to failing
infrastructure and declining services. This is neither acceptable
nor sustainable for our communities.
The Auditor General provides solutions for increased
efficiencies and the streamlining of practices. We need to
develop a public service culture that encourages and rewards
the employees who find efficiencies, and who decrease
spending. Solutions are achievable when we continually strive
to improve ourselves.
Jane Sterk–Victoria-Beacon Hill (BC Green)
Budget 2013 is not a good measure of the adequacy of BC’s tax
revenue. It is balanced as an accounting exercise and has no
relationship to good public policy. Reliance on deficits and the
massive increase in the province’s debt suggests that for at least
30 years, BC’s governments have not had sufficient revenue to
cover expenditures. BC Greens have very different priorities for
the province. We do not support deficit or debt financing.
Greens think, but don’t know, that there may be enough
revenue to match our priorities if we get rid of industry
subsidies, get government out of activities it shouldn’t be in,
increase the efficiencies in every aspect of government, and
reduce the costs of executive salaries. We favour moving to a
decentralized economy with strong local economies, which
would be less expensive because it avoids mega-project
thinking. We would implement a broadly based discussion on
tax reform – possibly done by a Citizens’ Assembly. We would
tax things like pollution, wastefulness and carbon and reduce
tax on goods like payroll and income.

Claire Trevena–North Island (BC NDP)
In the last decade, life has become much more expensive for
British Columbians. The mantra of low taxes ignores the fact
that BC families are paying much more through fees and
regressive flat taxes–and that while corporate taxes have
remained static, and the tax on banks was abolished.
Since BC Ferries was privatized, our fares have gone up by
more than 100% for some routes; last year alone, BC Hydro
rates rose 7%; while basic coverage from ICBC is up by 11%;
MSP premiums are set for an increase in 2013. And we will
continue to pay the HST until the beginning of April.
It is no wonder that BC has the dubious distinction of being
Canada’s least equal province, with the largest gap between its
top and bottom income earners. Both this and the province’s
alarming rate of child poverty–the second highest in the
country–are indications that our government must address the
needs of BC families.
British Columbians deserve intelligent taxation that doesn’t
pass the burden to those who can least afford it.”

Jessica VanderVeen–Oak Bay-Gordon Head (BC NDP)
The important question is: ‘Are we being taxed fairly?’ User
fees, ferry fares, medical premiums, tuition fees and seniors’
care have all increased dramatically under the Liberal
government. These are regressive taxes – they burden low and
middle income earners and small businesses more than they
burden the rich.
The NDP will reinstitute a capital tax on banks and restore
corporate taxes to 2008 levels. These increases should be
invested in programs to support education and skills training
and improve seniors’ care. There will be no new taxes on small
business.
The BC Liberals posted a bogus budget which includes
selling $800 million in public assets to create the illusion of a
balanced budget. Protecting public assets and urban green
space motivated me to run for office in 2009 and motivates me
today.
I am working to change our approach towards taxes that are
practical and fair, and to ensure we use the revenue for
programs that matter to people. 0
www.islandtides.com
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Missing the Copenhagen target - Elizabeth May

n February 15,with the Conservatives’ typical, quiet Friday afternoon, splashless launch, He cancelled the previous government’s climate plan, which actually would have gotten us quite
the 2012 Progress Report to the Federal Sustainable Development Strategy was tabled close to the Kyoto target. Instead, he promised to reduce 2006 levels by 20% by 2020.
The United Nations gathering in Copenhagen was tragically hijacked by a backroom deal,
in the House of Commons. The following week was a break in the Parliamentary
orchestrated
by the US, called the ‘Copenhagen Accord.’ Unlike the legally binding Kyoto
schedule, and, so far, the report has been ignored in the national media.
protocol, The Copenhagen Accord was described as
If you have had any exposure to the talking points Canada’s
Target
Target Date All GHGs Year Target Set
‘politically binding.’ It also gave Stephen Harper a chance
repeated, ad nauseum, by Prime Minister Stephen Harper, Emission Targets
(Mtonnes CO2eq)
to weaken our target further by adopting the same one
Environment Minister Peter Kent, and Michelle Rempel Kyoto
6% below 1990 2008-2012
558
1997
announced by Barack Obama – 17% below 2005 levels by
(Kent’s Parliamentary secretary) on Canada’s actions in
“Made in Canada” 20% below 2006
2020
574
2006
2020. As it happened, Canada’s emissions were higher in
reducing Greenhouse gases (GHG), you will have heard that
2005 than in 2006—a convenient anomaly that further
Science-based
25%
below
1990
2020
442
2007
‘Canada is half way to our Copenhagen target.’ This is the
weakened our pledge.
17% below 2005
2020
607
2009
target adopted by Stephen Harper when he attended the Copenhagen
As well, the Copenhagen Accord included a
climate talks, COP15, in 2009.
commitment
from
signing
nations
that
their
collective resolve must avoid allowing the global
It represented the second time Harper weakened Canada’s target. The first, rejecting the Kyoto
average
temperatures
to
increase
by
2ºC
above
what they were before the Industrial Revolution.
pledge (6% below 1990 levels by 2012) in 2006, was immediately after he became Prime minister.
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change assessed the collectivity of pledges by the
Copenhagen Accord signatories and concluded that the pledges fell far short of avoiding the 2ºC
threshold. No matter how you slice it, Copenhagen targets were too little, weak and inadequate.

Environment
Canada
Emmissions
Projections

YOU ARE HERE.
AND SO ARE WE.

So, it may be that we are inured to the idea that the target matters. Or it may be that our
cognitive processes automatically reject the possibility that the whole government, including
departmental reports, can be lying to us.
The February 15 update states: that ‘Canada’s 2020 emissions are projected to be about onehalf of the way to the target.’ Before examining the actual claim that we are halfway to the target,
let’s underscore the blazingly obvious point that the self-congratulatory sentence confirms—by
DOING THE MATH, please turn to the next page
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Stinging Nettles (Urtica dioca) –Bruce Burnett, CH

he common stinging nettle has long been used as a
protective herb. A vase of freshly cut nettles under a
sickbed is supposed to help the patient recover from
whatever is ailing him or her. Nettles sprinkled around the
house will ward off evil. Nettles tossed onto a fire will avert
danger and carried by hand will fend off ghosts. When carried
with yarrow, nettles will bestow courage. In ancient Ireland,
nettles were known as ‘The Devil’s Apron’.
Legend maintains that Roman soldiers,
who used nettles for ‘urtification,’ brought the
plant to Britain. That is, they beat themselves
with the herb to encourage surface blood
circulation in an effort to keep warm in the
dismal, damp climate to which they had been
banished.
The name nettle may originate with the
Anglo-Saxon word netel, which in turn is
derived from noedl, meaning needle.
Another possibility is simply that the herb–
since the Bronze Age–has been spun into
fibre to make cloth, paper and fishnet, and
the name originated with this usage. The
botanical name, urtica, is from the Latin,
urere, meaning ‘to sting’.
At one time, nettles were actually
cultivated in northern Europe to make linen, coarse sailcloth
and fishing nets. To make the cloth, nettles were cut, dried and
soaked in water. The fibres were then separated and spun into
yarn. Eventually, flax superceded nettles. But they were still
being used in Scotland in the 19th century to make a crude
household cloth known as ‘scotchcloth’. In the Hans Christian
Anderson fairy tale, The Princess and the Eleven Swans, the
coats the princess made for her brothers were woven from
nettles.
It is to be hoped in this enlightened age that gardeners will
invite this wonderful herb into their garden and not regard it as
a weed. Recent tests in organic gardening have confirmed that
nettles make excellent companion plants, helping to produce
healthy vegetables such as broccoli and improving keepingquality on tomatoes by impeding the fermentation process in
the plant’s juices. Nettles will increase the production of
essential oil in peppermint and boost the potency of all nearby
herbs. Nettles in your compost heap will not only add nutrients,
but also accelerate the breakdown of matter into robust humus.

Investing in children
On February 13, MLA Claire Trevena made a
statement on the 20th anniversary of the
youth advocacy coalition First Call. She said:
‘For 20 years BC has been lucky to have an
immensely active advocacy coalition, First Call,
fighting for BC’s children and youth.
‘And the need has never been greater.
‘It is First Call that every year publishes the
child poverty report card—showing the dismal
state of childhood in our province. Every year

Nettles are a perennial to zone 2 with a germination period
of 10-14 days. They prefer full sun to partial shade and like a
slightly damp soil rich in nitrogen. The herb may be propagated
by seed, cuttings or root division.
As a vegetable, nettles are best when they’re young and
tender, but for medicinal purposes the herb should be collected
when the flowers are in bloom, anytime from June to
September.
The aerial parts of the plant are rich in
chlorophyll, indoles such as histamine and
serotonin, acetylcholine, glucoquinones,
minerals (iron, silica, potassium, manganese
and sulfur), tannins and vitamins A and C. The
herb is also a good source of protein and
dietary fibre. The disagreeable sting of the
nettle is caused by formic acid. The herb is
astringent, diuretic, tonic and hypotensive
(reduces blood pressure). Nettles strengthen
and support the whole body. Throughout
Europe they are used as a spring tonic and
general detoxifying remedy. In some cases of
rheumatism and arthritis they can be
astoundingly successful. They are a specific in
cases of childhood eczema and beneficial in all
the varieties of this condition, especially in
nervous eczema. As an astringent they may be used for
nosebleeds or to relieve the symptoms wherever there is
hemorrhage in the body, for example in uterine hemorrhage.
Research into the therapeutic properties of nettle root in the US,
Germany and Japan show promise for its use in the treatment
of benign prostate hypertrophy (enlargement).
According to Master Herbalist, David L Hoffmann, BSc,
MNIMH, conditions that benefit from the use of nettles include:
diarrhea, dysentery, hemorrhoids, hemorrhages, fevers, gravel,
inflammation of the kidneys, chronic diseases of the colon,
eczema and cystitis. Nettles will combine well with figwort and
burdock in the treatment of eczema.
As an infusion, pour a cup of boiling water over one to two
teaspoonfuls of the dried herb or herbs and leave to infuse for
10-15 minutes. This should be drunk three times a day. As a
tincture, take one to four millilitres of the tincture three times a
day.
Nettles are also antiallergenic. The herb is effective for hay
fever, asthma, and skin problems due to allergies and insect

it highlights how poorly we serve our children
by letting them grow up in poverty.
‘It is First Call that brings together
organisations from around the province to help
advocate for high quality, low cost, public child
care for our youngsters–so they and their
families can get on with a life fulfilled.
‘It is First Call that is leading the campaign
to end child labour in BC–the laws were
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bites. Ironically, nettle juice is a very good antidote for nettle
stings.
Nettles make good feed for livestock. In northern Europe
nettles are mowed and fed to cattle, chicken and horses. For
horses the herb supplies albuminoid, an excellent conditioning
protein that gives the animals a sleek coat. Also a dye plant, the
nettle make an attractive permanent green dye. The roots boiled
with alum produce yellow, which was once used to dye yarns.
Because of their infamous sting, nettles require gloved hands
and a long-sleeved shirt for harvesting. When cooked or dried
nettles lose their sting. Steamed, they taste very much like
spinach and the convention is that it is best to pick them when
young.
However, we made the following Nettle and Basil Soup with
mature nettle leaves and it was delicious.

Nettle and Basil Soup

• 2 packed cups of fresh nettle leaves
• 1 onion, chopped
• 1 Tbsp butter (or a healthy cooking oil such as coconut oil)
• 1 cup of milk (or milk substitute such as nut or
coconut milk)
• 1/3 cup of Romano cheese, grated
• 2 cups of vegetable, chicken or herb bouillon
• Sea salt and freshly ground black pepper to taste
• 4 small-medium potatoes, peeled and chopped
• 2 Tbsp fresh basil (not dried)
• Sour cream or yogurt (optional)
• Chopped chives and fresh parsley for garnish
Sauté the onion gently in the butter in a large saucepan until
translucent. After rinsing the nettle leaves, add to the pan along
with the stock and the potatoes. Cook for about 20 minutes until
the potatoes are soft. Add the basil, milk and Romano cheese.
Allow to cool then blend in batches. Return to the saucepan and
reheat. Check for seasoning, adding the salt and fresh ground
black pepper as needed. Serve hot garnished with the fresh
chives and parsley. Add a blob of sour cream or yogurt to the
soup when serving if desired.
Vancouver Islander Bruce Burnett is a Chartered Herbalist
and author of the best-selling book Herbwise: Growing,
Cooking, Wellbeing, available on Pender Island at Talisman
Books, in Duncan at Ten Old Books, in Cobble Hill at Bucknuck
Books and online at amazon.ca. 0

Looking for work? We can help.
Get the training and support you need to find and keep a job in B.C.
Job search resources • Personal employment planning • Workshops and training • Specialized services

YOUTH COALITION, please turn to page 11

DOING THE MATH from previous page
the date the pledge is due, by the deadline year
of 2020, we will have failed to achieve the goal.

Half Of What?

Now, let’s look at that claim that in 2020 we
will be half way there. In 2005 emissions were
740 Megatons (Mt). 17% of 740 is 126. So
Harper’s pledge (17% below 2005 levels by
2020) means, that by 2020, Canada should
have reduced by 126Mt.
But the emmissions graph used in the
Environment Canada report (previous page)
shows our 2020 emissions at 720Mt. Not
tough math. 720 is 20 less than 740, and there
isn’t any new math in the world that makes 20
half of 126.
So, how can they get away with even
attempting to say that 720Mt is half-way to the
target?
Well, they have thrown in a red herring.
The graph includes an estimate (the red
line) of what they claim would have happened
without government action—a ‘business as
usual’ figure for 2020 of 850Mt. Not
uninteresting, and perhaps of some use for
other comparisons, if in fact, the estimate is
based on any reasonable assumptions and
methodologies. (We will have to guess on that
because no set of assumptions or
methodologies are disclosed).
To re-state the obvious, the Copenhagen

pledge was straight-forward (although weak
and inadequate) and no element of the
Copenhagen target makes a business-as-usual
figure relevant. The imaginary whopping big
850Mt that won’t happen is only useful in
confusing the picture.
The Conservatives’ talking points also claim
that they have reduced GHG emissions. And it
is true that in 2010 emissions were down to
692Mt. This is explained by some provincial
actions, but primarily was due to the worldwide recession.
I think it is unlikely that the Prime Minister
would claim credit for the recession as a
deliberate climate policy.
It is galling to hear the lie repeated over and
over that the Conservative policies are
responsible for reducing emissions. Especially
as emissions are rising rapidly, slated to go
from 692Mt in 2010 to 720Mt by 2020.
Maybe no one can absorb the numbers –
admittedly, as I write this, I worry there are too
many numbers. Environment Canada further
complicates the picture by adjusting 2005
levels to 731Mt, making the 2020 reduction
only 11Mt).
But the millions of tons of GHG Canada
dumps into the global atmosphere really
matter. Our trail of broken promises will be
noticed, if not in Canada, around the world. 0

Beacon Community Services
9860 Third Street, Sidney, B.C.
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Voluntary Subscriptions help
keep all this great news coming!

If you receive Island Tides in your mailbox, pick
it up at a yellow box or rack located from Victoria
to Campbell River, or read online, you can show
your support with a voluntary subscription of
$25 + $3hst = $28 (or amount of your choice).

BUT WAIT! THERE’S MORE!

We have a fun
opportunity for
voluntary
subscribers:
‘double your sub’
to $56, and ask
for your very
own Island
Tides T-shirt!

YOU ARE PART OF THE GOOD NEWS
Your repeat subscriptions are making
a difference! Sincere thanks to our
readers who have sent 2013 voluntary
subscriptions already!
Please mail subscriptions to:
Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0
Or call 250.629.3660 with your VISA/MC

CRD combines parks and environmental departments
At the end of February, the Capital Regional District (CRD)
combined Parks and Community Services and Environmental
Sustainability departments’ services under a newly aligned
Parks and Environmental Services Department.
‘Given the many synergies between the two operations,
combining these two departments makes good operational and
financial sense,’ said Robert Lapham, CRD Chief Administrative
Officer. ‘In the longterm this will ensure the continuous
effectiveness and efficiency of the services we provide.’
Leading this department will be Larisa Hutcheson, who has

been assigned the role of General Manager, Parks and
Environmental Services. Larisa was the former General
Manager, Environmental Sustainability and has been acting in
the role of General Manager, Parks and Community Services
since October following the retirement of previous General
Manager Lloyd Rushton.
As a result of this realignment, recruitment efforts will be
refocused from hiring a General Manager, Parks and
Community Services towards hiring a Senior Manager,
Regional Parks who will oversee regional parks operations. 0

CITIZENSHIP, from page 3

By adopting this ground for loss of citizenship, we would be
granting unknown powers to the executive. Without clearer
guidelines we have no sense of where the government intends
these provisions to apply.
Lastly, and most significantly, using citizenship law to
achieve aims adequately addressed by criminal law buttresses
an odious and unsupportable opinion: that dual nationals and
Canadians who reside outside Canada are less loyal than others.
Immigrants who retain their original nationality so that they
may retain their entitlement to visit family and those who work
overseas because of their inability to find work in Canada are
no less loyal. It can be argued persuasively that the term ‘citizen’
that is found in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms connotes a
uniform status that cannot be subject to divisions with differing
privileges and entitlements.
The second objective of Bill C-425 is to give preference to
permanent residents who become members of the armed
forces. This aim also raises serious questions. Our immigration
programs are designed to bring to Canada individuals with
needed skills. We select immigrants on the basis that there are
gaps in the labour market that need to be filled. It is odd and
counterintuitive to create an incentive to individuals to abandon
their line of work to join the armed forces. By doing so, we
ensure that the original gap in the labour market will remain
unfilled. Should the government wish to attract military
personnel to Canada it should identify a special immigration
program to meet the perceived need. It should not provide
preferential treatment within our legal processes as a reward to
those who have been selected to come to Canada to fill other
roles.
We should keep our eyes on this bill’s progress. 0

It should be noted that France and Brazil and the UK took
the needed steps by making reservations based on the vital
interests of the state. Canada, which acceded to the Convention
in July 1978, did not.
Mr Kenney also indicates that he considers it to be the norm
for democracies to revoke citizenship on grounds similar to
those proposed. But this is inaccurate. A recent study of the
citizenship laws of 33 European countries reveals that such
grounds appear only in around one third of the countries.
Three other problematic aspects of the loss of citizenship
provisions need to be highlighted. First, the bill does not
establish a process for revoking citizenship where the citizen in
question has engaged in the proscribed conduct. Instead, it
deems citizenship to be renounced. Why is this alternative
selected? Why pretend that we are dealing with renunciation
when citizenship is actually being revoked? The most likely
explanation is that our current processes for revocation involve
a judicial process to determine whether there is adequate reason
for it. No legal protection exists for those who renounce
citizenship.
Second, it is unclear who is subject to the bill’s provisions. It
is aimed at dual nationals but also at those with single
nationality if they are legally resident in another country. As
members of our Senate have discovered, the term ‘residency’ is
open to many interpretations. Without greater clarity, it is
uncertain whether the bill applies to those who are only
temporarily living in another country.
Similarly, the bill is aimed at citizens who ‘engage in an act
of war.’ The phrase ‘act of war’ has no established legal meaning.
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Notes from Saturna by Priscilla Ewbank

L

Part of The Action
ast fall, for weeks, arborists were all
over on Saturna’s roads trimming and
extending the forest-free air power and
telephone lines corridors.
Nevertheless, after a bouncy, noisy, blowy
weekend, at 7am, Monday, March 4—a Baking
Day at Haggis Farm—the power went out—
kaput! Being already up and ready to fly at it, I
immediately called BCHydro to inform them.
A lady asked, ‘Are you sure the power is out?
You are the first person to call reporting an
outage in this area—look outside your window
and see if your neighbor’s lights are on.’ After
that, she recommended checking our house
breaker switch and that I walk around my
neighborhood to see if any trees were down on
lines.
I asked her where she was situated—
picturing her sitting at her desk with a headset
on and lights blinking in front of her in
Mumbai. She was just across the water in
Burnaby, and promised cheerily, since it did
seem indeed that my power was non- existent;
even if there were no close neighbors to consult
and no trees immediately down to substantiate
my claim, ‘to send someone out immediately.’
Ms Burnaby, who answered my call,
wouldn’t know what was entailed in ‘sending
someone out immediately’ to our little hard-toaccess vicinity! So, gathering up the hounds, I
jumped into the car to see just what was what
and to decide if it was worth firing up the
generator for baking.
There it was, a leafless, red alder all
catkined-out for spring. From about 20 feet

delicacies rolling out of the oven.
Something I love about the Gulf Islands is
that if you live here long enough and enjoy
being curious, you get to know how things
work—its hard not to get involved because the
affects on your life are so tangible. Since we do
enjoy some amount of physical isolation it is in
our best interests to learn and become
competent to assess and to manage our own
affairs to whatever extent we are capable.
Similarly, at Swartz Bay, when I get put in a
strange lane at the ferry terminal I want to
know why. I do not want to take the chance of
waiting until the next ferry home because they
have loaded all the lanes for my island and that
boat is sailing without me.
What about our life-supporting systems?
Where does our island’s electrical power come
from? BCHydro is a common good, a common
service (except on Lasquiti Island where, from
what I hear, they have decided that they will
provide power for themselves).
In the city, I don’t pay attention. At home
the absence or presence of food, water, power,
transportation is apparent to me and vitally
engaging. I wanted that electricity to have a
successful baking day and I have a generator
because in winter, you can bet on it occurring—
the power will disappear sometime. My
partner is very mechanically minded and has
set up our household so we could be sure to
turn out a day’s baking for our customers.
For me, it is way more fun to live in the Gulf
Islands and snicker gently at the lady in
Burnaby who is doing her job in an office and
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into the forest it had just taken a notion to
drop-across the road and land limbs and all—
wham—on the lines. Right next to the pole, was
a neatly limbed-0ut cedar! Well, you just never
know.
Pat, our ever-alert roads foreman was
already there assessing the situation. Back
home, I called the dispatcher and tell her the
news—three kilometers from the dock, just
after the Park’s boundary, one tree, lines
broken and down, breaker up at the junction.
‘Thanks,’ she said, seeming to know just where
this was geographically, ‘this will help us.’
When I called a bit later, a robot voice said
the power would be on at 10:30am which
seemed dubious, however ‘this could change
without advisement.’ Yes, it sure could and it
did but by 1:30pm, I turned off the generator,
glad for the silence and with lots of fresh bakery

YOUTH COALITION from page 9

may never know the actual procedure for
restoring power, in the interim or more
permanantly.
We get to know the BCHydro crews that
come bobbing across the water from Ganges
on Salt Spring Island, pick up their trucks and
equipment in the pub parkinglot and do the
work to get my neighborhood or island back
on-grid. They do a good job serving the Gulf
Islands—just like the ferry crews. In on the
ground floor, they get what is happening and
use their skills to make systems work under a
variety of circumstances.
You can stay dry at the office and offer
general advice but you don’t get to be part of
the action and see how the story plays out or
see those smiling faces—as the boat docks at
home or when the lights come back on! 0

changed by this government to allow kids as young as 12 to work–often in dangerous situations,
without supervision.
‘First Call is willing to stand up to fight that jobs plan and make sure that children and youth
are not exploited by force of circumstance.
‘It is First Call that is championing the Living Wage campaign. That’s an effort to get
communities to commit to everyone receiving a living wage–not the minimum wage, but a wage
that families can live on, can feed their kids and get them clothes, can pay the rent and their hydro
bills.
‘First Call has been on the front lines—a non-partisan organisation—for twenty years. It is
committed to early childhood education; it supports strong transitions from childhood to youth

1-866-320-2268
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INSTALLED, SERVICED,
MAINTAINED
Dock Chain Inspection
& Replacement

Chris West
Dive Services

250-888-7199/250-538-1667

cdwest@telus.net

Dave’s Drilling
& Blasting
Dave
250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640
“We don’t stand
behind our work,
we stand behind a tree.”

• harvesting systems
• design • installation
• service
BOB BURGESS

250-246-2155

bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com
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and youth to adulthood; it wants to see economic equality and and caring communities.
‘Its three strong staff, headed by the amazing and award winning Adrianne Montani, continue
to guide the coalition through the maze of public policy and partisan stands.
‘But essentially, none the things for which First Call advocates should be a fight. Its positions,
if adopted, would enhance the fabric of our society. High quality affordable and accessible child
care makes sense; children having to go to work to help their family make ends meet is an insult
to all of us; having kids and families living in poverty demeans all of us.
‘It is—as they say—a no brainer. We either invest in our children now so they can have a good
start in their lives and become active participants in our communities and our society, or we pay
the price later, picking up the pieces and seeing our society diminish.’ 0
www.islandtides.com
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Western judges ‘all change’

A Valentine’s contest to name Shaw Ocean
Discovery Centre’s new octopus resulted in’ Emily’.
The octopus’ human namesake is pictured at the
centre tank-gazing with partner, Tim.

The Simple
High-Performance
Septic System
Eljen GSF…Your Affordable
Solution for Today’s
Wastewater Challenges!
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of the Basi, Virk, Basi trial, Justice MacKenzie was elevated to
the Court of Appeal.
And in Alberta …
Jessica Ernst, an oil patch consultant and scientist who
lives near Rosebud, Alberta, started her court action against
Encana, who were drilling and fracturing wells near her land,
and two regulatory bodies, the Alberta Energy Resources
Conservation Board and the Alberta Ministry of the
Environment who, she said, owed a ‘duty of care’ to
groundwater and landowners in the area. The case famously
involved her well water, which contained flammable gases that
would burn when lit.
Ernst’s full 73 page Statement of Claim was filed in
Drumheller Court on April 21, 2011. The lawsuit, which claims
damages of $33 million, puts fracturing on trial.
In the summer of 2011, Encana suggested that the case be
moved to Calgary. On April 26, 2012, at the first hearing in
Drumheller, Justice Veldhuis would not hear defendents’
arguments to strike out the case, but requested a shortened
Statement of Claim.This was provided on June 25, 2012.
Encana, the ERCB, and HM the Queen in the person of
Alberta Environment requested the case be moved to Calgary.
This request was granted by Justice Veldhuis and Alberta’s
Chief Justice. The defendents moved to strike the case, and
briefs were exchanged.
In December 2012, the ERCB released draft regulations on
hydraulic fracturing, after some 171,000 wells were already
fractured in Alberta. It has argued that it owes no ‘duty of care’
to landowners impacted by oil and gas development. Justice
Veldhuis was expected to rule soon on whether the ERCB
could be sued on this point: ‘. . . everyone agrees this is a
complex case,’ she said.
On February 8, 2013, the Honourable Barbara Veldhuis
was appointed to the Court of Appeal of Alberta, effective
immediately. No replacement has yet been named. 0

Uruguay’s president a ‘poor’ politician

Ideal for New or
Replacement Systems

POETS COVE

ppointments to provincial appeal courts are made by
the federal Minister of Justice. It is unusual to replace
a judge in the middle of a trial, for the very sensible
reason that justice is best served by a judge who knows all the
details of a case, many of which surface in pre-trial hearings.
Madame Justice Elizabeth Bennett was appointed to the
BC Supreme Court in 1997. On August 29, 2002, she acquitted
former BC Premier Glen Clark of all criminal charges relating
to home renovations he had received from a constituent who
was also applying for a casino license.
In 2007, she started to preside over the trial of Basi, Virk,
and Basi, charged with breach of trust in connection with the
sale of BC Rail by the BC government.
On May 15, 2009, while hearing pretrial motions for
disclosure, and awaiting a Supreme Court of Canada ruling
on the admissibility of ‘secret witness’ testimony, she was
promoted by the federal Justice Minister to the BC Court of
Appeal. She continued to hear pretrial motions and allowed
the admission of further evidence for the defence.
On June 4, 2009, Associate Chief Justice Patrick Dohm
took Madame Justice Bennett’s seat in court to hear
prosecution motions asking that she should be immediately
replaced.
However, the case’s defence counsel argued for the
continuation of Madame Justice Bennett. But she was
replaced, on the trial’s resumption in August, 2009, by
Madame Justice Anne MacKenzie.
Pretrial motions continued in early 2010; Justice
MacKenzie imposed a sweeping publication ban on March 3,
2010.
Madame Justice Anne MacKenzie was herself elevated to
Associate Chief Justice on April 26, 2010, on the retirement
of Associate Chief Justice Dohm.
The trial proper finally commenced in May, 2010; it was
suddenly terminated with the plea bargains of Basi, Virk, and
Basi in October, 2010. On January 1, 2012, soon after the end

- Patrick Brown
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hen bright young idealists share their environmental
concerns with me, I encourage them to get involved
in politics. That’s where decisions have to be made
about the severe ecological problems we face.
Have you noticed, though, how often idealism gives way to
a sense of entitlement to all the perks that come with political
office? It’s amazing how being elected to serve the people is often
turned on its head: we’re expected to support elected leaders
without protest or question. And what happens to many who
leave government? Lucrative board memberships and business
deals.
Some politicians take a different road, though. Former US
President Jimmy Carter stepped down after one term, was
roundly ridiculed by popular media, yet continued to dedicate
his life to promoting justice and eliminating poverty around the
world. Nelson Mandela is another incredible role model who
sets a high bar.
But something particularly unique is happening in South
America. I only recently learned of Jose Mujica, a remarkable
man who became president of Uruguay in 2009.
He’s a radical activist who, in the 1960s, joined the left-wing
guerrilla group known as Tupamaros, formed by sugar-cane
workers and students. The organization was crushed after a
military coup in 1973. Mujica was shot six times and imprisoned
for 14 years; he claims incarceration solidified his thinking. In
1985, constitutional democracy was restored to Uruguay and
Mujica was released. He ran for office and was elected president
in 2009.
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And what a politician! He’s a vegetarian who lives in his
wife’s ramshackle farmhouse where they work together in the
fields growing flowers. He turned down the opportunity to move
into the presidential palace in Montevideo, preferring to stay on
the farm, which is linked to the capital city by a dirt road. Under
Uruguay’s law, elected officials must declare their personal
wealth. In 2010, Mujica’s was $1,800, the value of the 1987
Volkswagen beetle he drives. When he added a share of his
wife’s assets—her house, land and tractor—it brought his
declared family wealth to $215,000.
Mujica receives $12,000 a month as president but donates
90% of it to the poor and small businesses. ‘I can live well with
what I have,’ he says. ‘I'm called ‘the poorest president’, but I
don't feel poor. Poor people are those who only work to try to
keep an expensive lifestyle, and always want more and more.’
He added, ‘This is a matter of freedom. If you don’t have
many possessions then you don’t need to work all your life like
a slave to sustain them, and therefore you have more time for
yourself. I may appear to be an eccentric old man... But this is a
free choice.’
Mujica attended Rio+20, the United Nations Conference on
Sustainable Development, in June 2012, where he stated:
‘We've been talking all afternoon about sustainable
development—to get the masses out of poverty. But what are
we thinking? Do we want the model of development and
consumption of the rich countries?
I ask you now: What would happen to this planet if Indians
would have the same proportion of cars per household as
Germans? How much oxygen would we have left? Does this
planet have enough resources so seven or eight billion can have
the same level of consumption and waste that today is seen in
rich societies? It is this level of hyper-consumption that is
harming our planet.’
Mujica says most world leaders have a ‘blind obsession to
achieve growth with consumption, as if the contrary would
mean the end of the world.’
He’s hit a bit of a bump in popularity, dropping below 50 per
cent for refusing to veto a bill legalizing abortion before 12 weeks
(as all his predecessors did) and supporting a debate on
legalization of marijuana use that would give the state a
monopoly over its trade. Mujica points out: ‘Consumption of
cannabis is not the most worrying thing; drug-dealing is the real
problem.’
Mujica isn’t worried about the drop in popularity. It’s part of
politics, and besides, he’s 77 and can’t run again in 2014. He’s a
good role model with wise, enduring values, and an inspiration
for people around the world.
Learn more at www.davidsuzuki.org. 0

