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Sea lice records
to be revealed
The public will finally get to
examine the extent of sea lice and
disease infestation on BC fish farms
thanks to a successful four-year
freedom of information battle led by
Two environmental groups: TBuck
Suzuki Environmental Foundation
and Ecojustice.
BC’s Freedom of Information
and Privacy Commissioner has
ruled, in a March 1 decision, that the
Ministry of Agriculture and Lands
could no longer withhold records of
sea lice infestations based on
information gathered during visits
to salmon farms.
The Order rejects the assertions
of fish farm companies that release
of the data would harm proprietary
commercial interests. The decision
acknowledges that release of the
records may harm the reputations
of fish farms but held that the Act
does not protect companies from
the public relations fallout that
results from the public knowing the
true nature of the companies’
activities and impacts on the
environment. The decision also held
that the Ministry could not give into
the threats of companies to simply
withhold information, noting that
the Ministry does have regulatory
powers it could exercise if it chose.
The decision means greater
independent scientific inquiry and
public oversight into the highly
contentious practice of open-net
salmon farming along BC’s West
Coast. With a high incidence of sea
lice and disease on farms, several
scientists have predicted that the
industry will lead to the extinction
of some wild salmon runs in the
Broughton Archipelago.
The Ministry has repeatedly
refused to hand over the
information, first requested in
2004, arguing that any observations
made by government staff during
the farm visits were subject to
secrecy laws governing commercial
information.
Randy Christensen, lawyer for
Ecojustice, said the ministry’s
position was a sign of dangerously

All that snow can’t last much longer. Mount Washington from the Strait of Georgia.
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Further delay for Bute ‘Visionary’ deal preserves Jordan River
Inlet power project
gem ~ Andrew MacLeod
Patrick Brown

Bute Hydro Inc has announced a further delay
for its massive run-of-river power generation
project in Bute Inlet. The company, a joint
venture of Plutonic Power Corporation and GE
Energy Financial Services, says that it now
needs another eighteen months to complete its
environmental work before it is ready to
produce its completed Environmental Impact
Statement.
Plutonic president Donald McInnes
indicated that, as a result of the ‘high level of
interest’ in the proposal from First Nations,
regulators and the public, ‘We realize that
further work is needed.’
It now appears that the project may not face
a federal government Environmental Review
Panel until late 2011 at the earliest. The award of
some $250,000 to potential intervenors in this
review has also been delayed.
The provincial government now does not
intend to complete a Land and Resource
Management Plan for this area of the province
before granting any further approvals. This
means that the projects will be initiated without
any consideration of alternative, and possibly
conflicting, land and resource uses. The
resultant lack of environmental baseline data
for the area may also have hampered Plutonic’s
environmental studies.

Plutonic Run-of-river Proposals
The Bute Inlet project, slated to have a potential
capacity of 1027MW (megawatts) of power, is
planned to include seventeen generating sites
on the Homathco, Southgate, and Orford Rivers
and their tributaries. All three rivers flow into

SEA LICE, please turn to page 11

BUTE INLET, please turn to page 9
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The Capital Regional District (CRD)
announced on March 4 that it has agreed
to buy the most contentious pieces of
property that Western Forest Products
(WFP) has for sale, west of Victoria on
southern Vancouver Island.
For some, the purchase ends a bitter
battle that began with a decision the
provincial government made three years
ago. For others, it’s a welcome decision,
but just a start on repairing that damage.
For $18.8 million the CRD, with the
help of The Land Conservancy, will buy
2,350 hectares of WFP’s lands that were
previously managed under the province’s
tree farm license (TFL) system. They
include 3.5 kilometres of shoreline from
Jordan River to Sandcut Beach, as well as
lands adjacent to Sooke Potholes Regional
Park and close to the regional water
supply.
The areas, shown on a CRD map,
include a surf beach, popular trails and
forests. They also include areas like the
Jordan River town site that the CRD will
likely sell to help recoup some of the cost.
The Sooke News Mirror quoted Mike
Hicks, the regional director most credited
as the architect of the deal, sounding like
the file is closed. ‘Mission accomplished,’
he said. ‘I’m looking forward to having a
sauna in the surfer’s sauna.’

Campaigners Looking For
More
Conservationists who have pushed to
protect the areas from development and
to return them to public management

SERI O US CO F F EE

gave full credit to the CRD board of
directors who approved the purchase, but
said they are not finished yet.
‘I think the CRD showed absolutely
visionary leadership and they made a
great decision representing the interests
of all the people on this island,’ said the
Dogwood Initiative’s Vancouver Island
campaigner Gordon O’Connor.
However, the purchase covers just 8%
of the 28,000 hectares of WFP land the
province allowed out of public
management three years ago, he said.
WFP’s private lands were managed
under a TFL as part of a long-term
arrangement that allowed the company
access to publicly owned timber on Crown
land. A 2007 decision made by Forest
Minister Rich Coleman allowed the
change to be made as a way to help the
company financially, but failed to gain any
benefit for the public in return.
The Tyee reported in 2008 that the
province even failed to follow through on
a promise to protect prime elk habitat on
WFP’s land.
‘We’re still looking to the Province to
pony up and do a little more to resolve this
situation,’ O’Connor said.
‘The CRD has really stepped into the
breach here,’ said Vicky Husband. She is a
spokesperson for the Jordan River
Steering Committee, an umbrella group
whose members include local property
owners, surfers and environmentalists.
People are ‘ecstatic’ with the decision, she
JORDAN RIVER, please turn to page 9

locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Nanaimo—V I Conference Centre

good reading, great coffee — it’s time to get SERIOUS!

Campbell River—Island Highway @ Village Willow Point
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Provincial Budget Suite ~ Patrick Brown

How to balance a budget
AT POINT ATKINSON
MARCH

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

16
TU

0543
1205
1810

14.1
6.2
13.1

4.3
1.9
4.0

24
WE

0119
0647
1022
1818

13.8
11.5
12.1
3.9

4.2
3.5
3.7
1.2

17
WE

0001
0602
1236
1854

7.2
14.1
5.2
13.5

2.2
4.3
1.6
4.1

25
TH

0214
0803
1204
1927

14.1
10.8
12.1
3.9

4.3
3.3
3.7
1.2

18
TH

0033
0623
1308
1942

8.2
14.1
4.6
13.5

2.5
4.3
1.4
4.1

26
FR

0256
0855
1341
2030

14.4
9.5
12.1
4.3

4.4
2.9
3.7
1.3

19
FR

0108
0645
1343
2036

8.9
14.1
3.9
13.5

2.7
4.3
1.2
4.1

27
SA

0330
0938
1500
2125

14.8
8.2
12.8
4.6

4.5
2.5
3.9
1.4

20
SA

0147
0710
1423
2138

9.8
13.8
3.6
13.5

3.0
4.2
1.1
4.1

28
SU

0401
1020
1607
2214

15.1
6.6
13.5
5.2

4.6
2.0
4.1
1.6

21
SU

0234
0739
1509
2250

10.8
13.5
3.6
13.5

3.3
4.1
1.1
4.1

29
MO

0431
1101
1708
2259

15.1
4.9
13.8
6.6

4.6
1.5
4.2
2.0

22
MO

0335
0813
1603

11.5
13.1
3.6

3.5
4.0
1.1

30
TU

0502
1142
1807
2345

15.1
3.6
14.1
7.5

4.6
1.1
4.3
2.3

23
TU

0008
0503
0903
1707

13.8
11.8
12.8
3.6

4.2
3.6
3.9
1.1

31
WE

0533
1223
1905

15.1
3.0
14.4

4.6
0.9
4.4

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

AT FULFORD HARBOUR
MARCH

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

16
TU

0520
1130
1750
2322

9.8
4.9
9.2
5.6

3.0
1.5
2.8
1.7

24
TU

0130
0706
0849
1742

10.5
9.2
9.2
2.3

3.2
2.8
2.8
0.7

17
WE

0535
1158
1842
2354

10.2
4.3
9.2
6.6

3.1
1.3
2.8
2.0

25
WE

0214
0758
1047
1848

10.5
8.5
8.9
2.6

3.2
2.6
2.7
0.8

18
TH

0551
1230
1937

10.2
3.6
9.5

3.1
1.1
2.9

26
FR

0249
0833
1236
1946

10.5
7.9
8.9
3.0

3.2
2.4
2.7
0.9

19
FR

0028
0607
1306
2040

7.2
10.2
3.0
9.5

2.2
3.1
0.9
2.9

27
SA

0318
0907
1413
2038

10.5
6.6
8.9
3.3

3.2
2.0
2.7
1.0

20
SA

0107
0625
1347
2153

7.9
10.2
2.6
9.5

2.4
3.1
0.8
2.9

28
SU

0343
0944
1536
2126

10.5
5.6
9.2
4.3

3.2
1.7
2.8
1.3

21
SU

0154
0644
1435
2314

8.9
9.8
2.3
9.8

2.7
3.0
0.7
3.0

29
MO

0406
1022
1649
2212

10.5
4.3
9.5
5.2

3.2
1.3
2.9
1.6

22
MO

0300
0707
1530

9.2
9.8
2.3

2.8
3.0
0.7

30
TU

0430
1101
1755
2259

10.8
3.0
9.8
6.2

3.3
0.9
3.0
1.9

23
TU

0030
0446
0738
1633

10.2
9.5
9.5
2.3

3.1
2.9
2.9
0.7

31
WE

0456
1142
1858
2348

10.8
2.3
10.2
7.2

3.3
0.7
3.1
2.2

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
Tide Table Courtesy of

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker
250-537-9710

On Time & On Budget

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca

KITCHEN & BATH CENTRE
Bfine custom cabinets from MERIT

Carl Borgstom

Kitchen Designer

250-538-7133
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Bdining & entertainment units

M

aking a government budget is simple; it’s
balancing it that’s hard. First you add up all
the revenue that you expect to collect.
Basically, you calculate what you collected last year
from each source and increase (sometimes decrease)
the number according to whatever factors you think
might be relevant.
Second, you add up all the expenses you expect to
have to pay for. In the case of the BC provincial
government, you tell the various agencies that actually
spend the money—health regions, universities, and the
Ministry of Education (which actually tells the School
Districts how much money they will get)—that there
won’t be any ‘new money’ this year, and then see what
they ask for. Add on the cost of running the government
and servicing the debt, and you have a total which will
invariably exceed the expected revenue (usually, by a
substantial amount).
Then, you start fiddling with the numbers: first, tell
some departments or agencies that they have to cut
their expenses by some arbitrary percentage, with the
clear implication that you don’t care how they do it.
They will cut their budgets, and soon after you will start
getting complaints about the service, so you know it
worked.
At the same time, you can cut down the so-called
‘discretionary grant’ programs. After all, while the
6,000 or so volunteer and charitable organizations that
have been receiving grants are no doubt doing useful
and desirable things, each one individually has little
political clout and can’t make much trouble if you cut
them off.

PPPs
One way of building expensive public works is through
the public-private partnership, or PPP. The
government contracts with a private consortium,
usually including a design group, a contractor, and a
financial entity to both build and maintain a project.
The project will be designed, built, operated,
maintained, owned, and financed by the private sector
group, and the contract will commit the government to
make regular payments for the length of the contract,
possibly 40 years or more.
The advantage to the government is that the cost of
the project does not appear in the budget, and the debt
does not appear on the government’s books. The
advantage to the private sector is that they will receive
guaranteed and regular payments over the length of
the contract, thus ensuring their profit and facilitating
finance.
While certain risks are assumed by the private
sector partner, it also has the opportunity to gain
additional profit from efficiencies. The government
has no opportunity for future savings.
Recent examples of PPPs are: the Abbotsford
Regional Hospital, the Sea-to-Sky Highway, the
Golden Ears Bridge, and the Canada Skytrain line.
The Port Mann Bridge was to be built as a PPP, but
the $3 billion contract proved to be too large for the
private sector to finance. The bridge is now to be
financed through provincial debt, at a budgeted cost of
$1.8 billion. BC Hydro’s contracts with run-of-river
power generators contain some of the same features.
Next, decide that some of the things that are
proposed can be called long term investments, and can
be capitalized, which is a fancy way of saying that you
can justify borrowing money for them, and paying for
them later. Unfortunately, if you borrow money, it adds
to the provincial debt, and must be shown in the budget,
unless you can contract for the private sector to carry
these projects out, to be paid for way in the future (see
box ‘PPPs,’above).
PROVINCIAL BUDGET SUITE, please turn next page

It’s not your parents’ low cost electricity provider any
more. Besides being ordered by the government to
contract with private power corporations for ‘green’
power on long-term contracts, BC Hydro also pays
regular dividends to the government.
Unfortunately, these ‘green’ power contracts specify
prices that are somewhat higher than BC Hydro’s
power costs from their ‘legacy’ dams. This reduces BC
Hydro’s profits; but the rate of return on equity is
determined by the BC Utilities Commission, and is set
to be comparable with Terasen Gas Inc.
Interestingly, in December BCUC granted Terasen
an increase in its rate of return from 8.47% to 9.5%. It
is expected that BC Hydro will be granted a similar
increase, thus improving the return to the government.

ICBC
This is another Crown Corporation (like BC Hydro)
from which the provincial government takes a regular
dividend. However, that’s not the whole story.
ICBC writes two kinds of automobile insurance—
the compulsory coverage (public liability, etc) and the
optional coverage (collision, comprehensive, etc).
Separate books are kept for compulsory and optional
coverage, recording the profits and capital
requirements for each.
In 2004, ICBC was starting to accumulate profits on
the optional coverage business to the extent that it had
more capital reserves than it needed. The company
suggested to the government that some of the money
could be returned to drivers as a sort of one-time
claims-free dividend. But the Liberal government said
no—it had opposed the idea when the NDP did it. And
they may have thought that it would give ICBC an
unfair advantage over the private insurance companies
who compete with ICBC in offering optional coverage.
So the government required ICBC to charge enough
for optional coverage to continue to accumulate capital
reserves. These rates turn out to be similar, or even a
little more, than the private companies would charge.
Fast forward to the 2010 budget. ICBC’s
accumulated optional coverage reserves were too
tempting for the government, faced with mounting
deficits, to ignore. They ordered ICBC to transfer $778
million to the general revenue fund over the next three
years.
So, in fact, motorists who purchase their optional
coverage from ICBC have been paying a substantial
and invisible tax as part of their premiums all along.
And that amount—$778 million—shows what
potential profit there is in the auto insurance business.

The Rising Carbon Tax
This is a classic case of trying to kill two birds with one
stone. Or maybe, as it turns out, more than two.
Originally, the carbon tax was advertised as ‘revenue
neutral’. The funds that were collected by the
government by way of a charge on retail sales of fossil
fuels were to be returned to taxpayers and businesses
by way of refundable income tax reductions.
The carbon tax is, of course, supposed to act as a
disincentive for the consumption of fossil fuels; it is
currently based on $15 per tonne of CO2 equivalent
emissions, rising by $5 every July 1 to $30 per tonne in
2012 (what happens after that isn’t clear).
In the 2009/10 budget, estimated revenue from the
carbon tax was $2.27 billion over three years. However,
it appears that last year the tax revenue was not
sufficient to cover the income tax reductions.
This year the rising tax allows for budget estimates
of a revenue of $1.1 billion by 2012/13. Now that should
take it beyond the revenue neutral stage! (And there
are industrial CO2 and methane emissions,
particularly from oil and gas production, on which the
tax has not yet been levied.)

Bserving Salt Spring & the Southern

Gulf Islands

Mouat’s Trading Co. - Downtown Ganges,
Salt Spring Island

SHORELINE
DESIGN

BC Hydro

PRECAST & READY MIX LTD.
• Specializing
in water
Spe
access
over steep
acc
& rugged
terrain
• Fully insured
• Excellent
references

Peter Christenson • 250-629-8386
www.shorelinedesign.ca

250-753-1223
www.abcprecast.ca

GULF ISLANDS WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Whole-house Treatment
• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

REMOVE:
• water & septic tanks with
• septic treatment systems by
QUALITY DRIVEN

Iron / Odour / Bacteria /
Hardness / Arsenic
250-412-1110 • 604- 630-1114 • 524 William Street, Victoria
250-339-6914 Comox Valley

www.watertiger.net
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The bluest of budgets delivers a disappearing act ~ Elizabeth May

T

he striking thing about the 2010
federal budget as a physical
document is its colour scheme. Its
cover matches the ubiquitous Canada’s
Economic Action Plan logo—shades of
blue with arrows pointing up. The 2010
budget is the first federal government
document I can recall that has eliminated
the Canadian flag with a red maple leaf
and replaced it with shades of blue. The
maple leaf on the front of the book is blue;
the Canadian flag on the back is blue and
white. While Canadians are kicking up a
fuss over making the national anthem
gender appropriate, it is a wonder no one
has complained about elimination of red
from government documents.
A lot more has disappeared in this
budget than a primary colour.
There’s a fairly magical vanishing act
with the $56 billion deficit. By 2015, the
budget projects a $1.8 billion deficit. To
get there, the Harper government is
counting on a 40% increase in revenues
from corporate profits, even as they
continue to slash corporate tax rates. To
have these numbers hold up, absolutely
nothing can go wrong in Canada or the
world economy’s recovery.
Real pain will come from a dramatic
hike in EI premiums. The budget sets out
that by 2015, the government will have
collected $29 billion more in EI premiums
than in 2010. The impact of this jobkilling tax has already been protested by
independent, small business and the

labour movement. Other cuts are in
projected
increases
in
funding.
Particularly hard-hit will be CIDA and our
overseas development assistance, set to
lose $4.5 billion in increased support. This
translates into a budgetary freeze at CIDA,
even though the budget claims Canada
will help re-build Haiti and assist
developing countries with impacts of the
climate crisis. Stockwell Day is charged
with finding $7 billion in cuts to
government operations by 2015.
Promised
pension
reform
also
disappeared. Instead, the government
promises a national consultation.
Also gone, hey presto! is the funding for
climate research to the Canadian
Foundation for Climate and Atmospheric
Sciences. Many of the researchers at
University of Victoria’s Canadian Centre
for Climate Modelling and Analysis have
benefitted from grants from the CFCAS.
Their work is now in jeopardy, as is the
polar research station at Ellesmere Island,
now likely to close. There was no renewal
of the ecoEnergy Technology Initiative
which boosted wind energy production
(although the budget boasts of its
success). There is nothing for national
parks. No money for mass transit
investments, and other than an already
announced upgrading of existing VIA cars
and track (to bring them up to standards
in the developing world) nothing for
trains. No high speed rail for Canadians.
We just export that technology to China
and Spain.

The elimination of funding for climate
science is particularly egregious. IPCC
scientist Dr Gordon McBean, who spent
some of his earlier years on West Saanich
Road in the Institute for Ocean Sciences,
was outraged.
‘Budget 2010 is basically the nightmare
scenario for scientists across the country—
our community is gutted,’ said McBean who
is Chair of Canadian Foundation for
Climate and Atmospheric Sciences. ‘…
Without sound scientific information, how
will the government evaluate the
effectiveness of green technologies, or build
northern infrastructure, or develop our
energy industry, or assure water supply and
clean air?’ he commented.
This question to the Harper
government is largely rhetorical—how the
government will evaluate anything related
to science is a question that has not
troubled this government. It has
eliminated the Science Advisor to the
Prime Minister and has cut into research
before. This decision impacts climate
research across Canada.
We didn’t have a climate action plan
before this budget and we don’t have one
now. The new Harper government target,
announced in January, represents yet
another weakening. By changing our base
year (again!) from 2006 to 2005, Canada
has even more room to evade
responsibility. Unlike the US, Canadian
emissions in 2005 were higher than in
2006, so by shifting to 17% below 2005
instead of 20% below 2006 levels, we have

reduced our target by 6%, not the 3% that
simple math would suggest. We have the
lowest target in the G-8, with no plan to
get there.
Our government’s strategy on climate
change is transparent. Harper and
Prentice continually associate our inaction
with our commitment to a North
American strategy. They claim we are
‘waiting for Obama’ before taking any
action. If this government should still be
in power by the time the US has settled on
the details of their domestic plan, I am
sure they will find a reason that they can
no longer meet US actions.
President Obama, while hobbled by a
flawed strategy of faith in bi-partisanship
in the US Congress, has not stood still. The
US stimulus package included hundreds
of billions for green technology. Canada,
in contrast, is the only nation in the G-20
to have cut support for renewables in the
budget. The truth is that the Harper
government is using the ‘waiting for
Obama’ strategy as a stalling tactic. It has
no intention of ever acting to reduce
greenhouse gases. On the contrary, it is
committed to their expansion.
That will explain why the budget
section titled, ‘Green Jobs and Growth’ is
all about oil, gas and uranium. It commits
to reducing red tape that gets in the way of
investments in energy mega-projects. To
do that, the 2010 budget sets a course to
remove energy projects from assessment
under the Canadian Environmental
FEDERAL BUDGET, please turn to page 10

PROVINCIAL BUDGET SUITE from page 2

Another way of hiding these
expenditures is to have them
undertaken by a Crown
According to the government’s three year fiscal
corporation, which then has
plan, the HST will not yield significantly more
the debt on its books, not the
annual revenue to the provincial government than
government’s. The theory here
the Social Services Tax it replaces. Its main effect,
is that the income of the Crown
then, is to transfer liability for some $2 billion of
Corporation will pay it off,
the tax from business to consumers (with the
eventually. Or you can arrange
expectation that business will reduce their prices
for the Crown Corporation to
to compensate).
pay more of its income to the
So how can the change-over to the HST affect
government (see box ‘BC
the provincial budget?
Hydro,’ page to the left).
The answer lies in the $1.6 billion payment to
All of this will usually fail to
be made to the Province by the federal
reduce expenses to match the
government as a contribution to the transition.
money that you expect will
The original agreement between these two
come in, so this is where you
governments specified that $750 million was to be
get really creative:
paid to BC at a date expected to fall within the
Look around to see whether
2009/10 fiscal year, which ends on March 31,
any of the Crown Corporations
2010. However, the 2010 three year fiscal plan
has financial reserves, and
now shows that only $250 million will be received
by BC within the 2009/10 fiscal year, with $789
arrange for the money to be
million in 2010/11 and $580 million in 2011/12.
transferred to the government’s
The two governments appear to have modified
general revenue (see box
the deal so that some $500 million is to be paid
‘ICBC,’ page to the left).
later than originally anticipated. Thus the
Create a tax and claim it is
2009/10 deficit, shown as $2.775 billion, is in fact
revenue neutral, then arrange
$500 million more than it need be, while the
for it to be regularly increased
2010/11 deficit, shown as $1.715 billion, would
so that it becomes revenue
have been $2.110 billion without this shift of
positive (see box ‘Carbon Tax,’
federal government payments. Similarly, the
page to the left).
2011/12 deficit would have been $1.050 billion,
Create a tax, claiming it is
not $945 million as shown.
revenue neutral, in total, but it
In other words, the original estimated deficits
is paid by consumers rather
would
have gone from $2.275 billion to $2.110
than business. Assure the
billion
to $1.050 billion to $145 million in
voters that business will reduce
2012/13.
The revised figures, with $500 million
its prices to make up for the
shifted
to
later years, were $2.775 billion to $1.715
extra tax they are paying. If all
billion to $945 million to $145 million in 2012/13.
else fails, arrange the timing of
Maybe someone felt that the revised figures
payments from the federal
were more credible than the original ones. After
government so that they make
all, a budget is all in the optics.
the final figures come out
looking good (see box ‘HST’, right). 0
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We’re all about the Islands
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

NANAIMO

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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17,000 copies this issue
Every Second Thursday

SALISH SEA’S ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY NEWSPAPER
13,700 print copies delivered to
Gulf Islands’ households

3,300 print copies on the Ferry Routes
and in Victoria, Sidney, Mill Bay, Duncan,
Chemainus, Ladysmith, Nanaimo,
Bowser & Campbell River
1,500 online pdf readers each edition

www.islandtides.com

ISLAND TIDES PUBLISHING Ltd

Box 55, Pender Island, BC, V0N 2M0
Owner, Publisher & Editor: Christa Grace-Warrick
Assistant Publisher: Jill Moran
Contributors: Patrick Brown, Brian Crumblehulme
Elizabeth May, Priscilla Ewbank, Susan Banjavich
Odin Scholtz, Andrew MacLeod

Tel: 250-629-3660 • Fax: 250-629-3838
Email:news@islandtides.com & islandtides@islandtides.com

Deadline: Wednesday between Publications

Off-Islands Canadian Subscriptions $42.00
Voluntary Mail & Box Pick-up Subscriptions $26.25

International Subs: $60.00 • Free online in PDF format

We offer

visitors a

better deal!
Our quality accommodation includes:
indoor pool, sauna,
free parking, in-room coffee,
a convenient location
and a warm welcome.
Stay with us.

from

55
39

3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC V8Z 3K4
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

1-800-997-6797
www.blueridgeinn.ca
* Single* Single
occupancy.
Subject
Valid
to March
31, 2010.
occupancy.
Subjecttotoavailability.
availability. Valid
to March
31, 2003

JAKOBSEN

ASSOCIATES
C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes
K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

The British Columbia government, led by Gordon
Campbell, has presented its budget for the 2010–2011
financial year to the legislature. Just like the federal
budget, and the budgets of most capitalist nations, it
shows a deficit, sizeable compared to any previous deficit.
It also predicts that the deficit will be slain in a couple of
years, and BC will return to ‘balanced’ budgets, the holy
political grail of conservative governments. This
achievement depends, of course, on predictions of BC’s
economic growth.
The deficit arises, naturally enough, from not
collecting enough revenue to cover the services the
government must deliver. Why is there not enough
revenue? Well, there are two major sources: taxes on
people and corporations amounts to a little less than half
of the revenue, and the rest comes from natural resource
royalties and charges, MSP premiums, various fees and
charges including post-secondary tuition, transfers from
the federal government, and revenue from Crown
corporations (BC Hydro, Liquor Distribution, Lotteries,
and ICBC). The total is about $39 billion.
And what are the services to be paid for? Mainly health
care, schools, post-secondary institutions, and social
services. Add in the cost of running the various
government departments (say $6 billion), and the total is
about $40.6 billion. The difference between the two is the
deficit for this year.

A Structural Deficit?
How did this deficit develop? Last year, the total revenue
was about $37 billion, and the total expenditures (not
counting ‘capital ‘ expenditures, which we will get to later)
were about $39.7 billion. And as we all know, last year
was a bad year for the world economy.
British Columbia’s economy was vulnerable to the
worldwide turndown, because of its apparent reliance on
revenues from the production and export of natural
resources, such as oil and gas, wood, pulp, and electricity.
Taxation on the production of these commodities used to
be a dependable source of government revenue, but no
longer; not only are markets less predictable, and market
competition greater, but we also face competition from
other provinces (such as Alberta) and nations (like the
US), which are willing to undercut our taxation to poach
our industries.
There’s nothing special about our commodities. We
don’t process them; they aren’t inherently superior to
anyone else’s; we export raw gas and raw logs.
Meanwhile, BC being the ‘best place on earth’ (to
borrow a buzz phrase) the province’s population keeps
increasing. The growth is largely urban, the population is
getting older, and it demands more and better services.

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

While the cost-efficiency of providing these services could
be reduced, there’s not all that much scope for savings,
and anyway any improvements would require planning
and further investment.
So the provincial deficit can only grow, unless we raise
taxes. It is structural, and fundamental to the economic
structure of the province, as planned by the government.

Economic Planning
Or not planned, as the case may be. In fact, the current
government, over the nine years it has been in office, has
failed to put forward an economic vision. It may even be
ideologically opposed to planning.
Rather, it has been formulaic, reactive, and
unimaginative. It has done only what it had to do, and
failed in leadership and initiative.
It has been formulaic: reduce corporate taxes, and
investment will be encouraged; reduce personal taxes,
and the voters will return you to office; reduce ‘red tape’
(which is intended to protect consumers, employees, and
the environment) and business will grow; hold the
Olympics, and everyone will have a good time and forget;
obfuscate, and lie if necessary, and they will have nothing
to complain about; facilitate any investment, without
question, as long as it promises ‘jobs’.
(Of course, if taxes are reduced, as this government
has done, there is less government revenue to provide
services.)
This government has been reactive: drill for gas, and
the government will cut royalties; produce run-of-river
power, and BC Hydro will commit to pay a favourable
price for it; suggest a fish farm, and the government will
not worry about the effect on the wild fish; make a lowball offer for a railway, and the government will sell it to
you.
It has been unimaginative: assuming that BC’s
resource industries will continue to carry the province’s
economy, the government has failed to support research,
new industries, or new economic directions; seeing the
province only as a storehouse of resources to be exploited,
the government has failed to see the value of its
environment; seeing BC as an undeveloped country, the
government has failed to understand the creative
economics of one of the world’s great cities.
As a result, this government is living in British
Columbia’s past, both in its policies and its finances. To
succeed in today’s world, it must actively live in the
future, and justify its share of the province’s economy.
Instead, BC’s government has become an
underfinanced part of the service sector. The result is a
structural deficit, and a government that is
unsustainable. 0
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Editorial: Structural Deficit

Dear Editor:
If you plan to never have an accident or get sick in BC, you
will not need to read the following. In the very near future
there could well be no provincial ambulance service.
What this means to you is that, through a combination
of Alternate Service Providers (private for-profit
ambulances) and fire departments, your immediate
emergency health care needs will be addressed.
In most of BC, the local unpaid volunteer fire
department’s first responders will be the only ones
responsible for critical care, stabilization and transport—
in addition to their many current duties in fire protection,
motor vehicle accidents, downed powerlines, and first
response. Who will want, or could have the time, to serve
in a volunteer fire department?
As it stands now, BC Amulance Service’s employees in
remote areas are paid for a 4-hour call out which gives
them the necessary time to restock and decontaminate
the ambulance, do paperwork etc, ready for the next call.
Ambulance volunteers will be expected to leave their
families and jobs to provide this service for gas money or
an honourarium (if they’re lucky). In a remote setting or
on a Gulf Island, this could mean many more hours of
their personal time transporting the patient while dealing
with ferry schedules etc. Volunteer burnout would be
huge. Being at the ready 24/7 takes its toll and doesn’t
allow for any personal commitments or recreational
activities that can’t be stopped immediately to respond in
a heartbeat. Emotional stress is also a significant factor.
If available, local doctors will be called out for most
calls, as well, to complement the critical care being
offered, putting a strain on their lives too and making it
less attractive to practice in remote areas.
As far as having ‘for profit’ private ambulances
(Alternate Service Providers), it’s already happening and
CBC radio recently reported some of the horror stories
from Toronto’s experiences. When volume is the driving
force, patient care takes a back seat. One patient is
dropped off, another immediately picked up, no time to

clean, unnecessarily exposing future patients to
pathogens, viruses etc. Who will regulate? Who will care?
Employees who did speak up or refuse to do quick
turnarounds were disciplined or fired on the spot in many
cases. Quite often, the staff were not even paramedics and
had no medical skills yet patients were not informed of
this.
The future looks grim as we watch our provincial
ambulance service dissolve before our very eyes.
Please act now and contact: Premier Gordon Campbell
phone 250-387-1715, fax to 250-387-0087, or email
premier@gov.bc.ca; Health Minister Kevin Falcon phone
250-953-3547,
fax
250-356-9587,
or
email
kevin.falcon.mla@leg.bc.ca, or contact your local MLA.
Please help put a stop to this madness! This is an
urgent issue as Cabinet will be deciding the future of
emergency health care in BC within the next few weeks.
Teresa Marek, Denman Island

Finding An Old Friend
Dear Editor:
I have for some time been trying to locate an old friend,
one of some forty years, a Mary Bird-Wakeman. I recall
she had friends on Galiano and/or Gabriola Islands. If
any of your readers can help me, I would be eternally
grateful.
Michael Openshaw, Duncan
Editor: If you would like to contact Michael Openshaw,
please phone or email Island Tides 250-629-3660,
islandtides@islandtides.com and we will put you in
touch.

Keeping Our Wild Salmon
Dear Editor:
The second week of March was ground-breaking, with
NBC News, CTV, Vancouver Sun and Globe and Mail
reporting on problems with Norwegian industrial salmon
farming and very disheartening news from DFO that we
should not expect healthy wild salmon returns this year.
There was a significant legal decision and I received a
LETTERS, continued on the next page

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 45 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words)
Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

Now until March 31
26th Annual Islands Folk Festival Early Bird Tickets—
festival dates July 23, 24, 25; six stages, camping, vendor booths and
a great children's area; confirmed musicians include Murray
McLaughlan, the Kerplunks, John Reishman, Mary Gauthier and
Nine Mile and many more to come • Providence Farm • Tickets:
weekend pass $60 until March 31, 250-748-3975 • Info:
www.folkfest.bc.ca • IN DUNCAN

Fri, Sat & Sun, March 19, 20 & 21
Rock & Gem Show 2010: ‘Splendor of Morocco’—minerals,
gems and fossils from Africa; faceted jewels, beads, gold panning;
Kiddies Corner; door prizes; silent auction; refreshments & more
• Leonardo Da Vinci Centre, 195 Bay Street • FRI: 1–9pm, SAT:
10am–6pm, SUN: 10am–4pm • Tickets: adults $5,
seniors/students $4, family (4) $10, 6 & under free • Info:
www.vlms.ca • IN VICTORIA

Saturday, March 20
Pender Film Group Screenings—SAT MAR, 20: Capitalism:
A Love Story (2009)—Michael Moore asks: What is the price that
America pays for its love of capitalism? • 7:30pm • Admission by
donation • Info: www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

Friday thru Sunday, March 26 to 28
Who’s Under Where?—a farce written by Marcia Kash and
Doug Hughes, directed by Steve Coopman and staged by Salt
Spring Community Theatre that will shake the rafters • Mahon
Hall • FRI: 8pm, SAT: 2pm & 8pm, SUN: 2pm • Tickets: $15,
Therin Gower 250-537-5169, Salt Spring Books and at the door •
ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Friday thru Sunday, March 26 to 28
Clayworks: Pottery Show and Sale—come
and view the work of 12 professional potters;
featuring the functional, decorative and
sculptural works of the Saanich Peninsula Clay
Artists' Society; meet local potters • FRI: 5-9pm;
SAT & SUN: 10am-4pm • Mary Winspear Centre
• Free admission • IN SIDNEY

Thursday, April 8
World famous artist and natural history buff Robert
Bateman: Thinking Like an Artist and a Naturalist—
spring fundraising event for the SSI Conservancy, live auction
includes original Bateman prints • Artspring • Doors open for
silent auction at 6:30. multi-media presentation 7:30pm •
Ticketst: $25 at Artspring • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Friday & Saturday, April 16 & 17
Sewing and Crafts Show—over 70 seminars, exhibits,
demonstrations, celebrity speakers, prizes, stage show, shop-tilyou-drop • ABBOTSFORD: Apr 16 & 17: Tradex • 9am–6pm daily •
Each show: 2-day pass, $10 • Info: 1-888-245-6777 or
www.sewingandcraftsshow.com • IN ABBOTSFORD

Salish Sea-wide Visibility
For Your Event
islandtides@islandtides.com
250-629-3660

ISLAND TIDES, Mar 18, 2010, Page 5

Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

I have been away from Saturna Island for most of the last
week, living in Victoria with our youngest daughter while
my partner has been in the Jubilee Hospital. My mind
and heart has been on Jon’s health and wellbeing
intensively for a month or so.
I wondered if I should even write the column as I have
not been enmeshed in my Island life—heart and soul—for
a while. I have had lots of time to think: on the road
between Jesse’s home and the hospital three times a day
or while Jon rested. Days of not coming home on the
afternoon boat, the night boat, or the next morning’s boat
even though I was so close to home, coupled with my
concerns were disorienting—I have always been at home
on the ‘welcoming home’ side of hospital stays, for fellow
Islanders.
I decided to write of our experience because health
care assessibility is of broad concern to Islanders and
being able to depend on timely, competent service is in
itself a health benefit, as is living in a small community
where you are known and appreciated for the person you
are.
I thought of the path we have traveled from the first
time we initiated contact with the Island’s healthcare
systems. From the very first, our two doctors, Linda
Wilson from Sidney and Don Williams from Pender, who
come over alternately every Tuesday to our health clinic,
SATURNA, please turn to page 11

LETTERS, from previous page

graph which seems to portray the lice levels in the Grieg
Seafood fish farm that we filmed in Nootka.
This March the Federal Standing Committee on
Fisheries and Oceans is formed. If we don’t get the impact
of salmon farming on their agenda, the Norwegian fish
farm industry will be successful again in degrading the
Canadian Fisheries Act, to protect Norwegian interests at
expense of threatening our salmon. So stay in close touch
with your MP about this. They are hearing from a very
well-run Norwegian lobby. Local folk don’t have those
kinds of funds, but we are much more numerous.
And if you have doubts about contacting your MP
there is new research showing that the politically active
are the happiest people!
Alexandra Morton, Echo Bay

No Coastal Waterway is Immune
Dear Editor:
A scare in Nootka Sound—SLICE resistant sealice. DFO
and Greig Seafood assuring us all is in order. However,
Alexandra Morton and crew have confirmed the worst.
Yes, we have a massive outbreak of drug-resistant sea lice
in Nootka Sound!
In forty-plus years of living and working on this coast,
as a sportfisher, fisheries contractor and charter boat
operator, never have I witnessed a scene so disgusting;
skin-crawling, marine parasites full of eggs clinging
defiantly to a steel hull, as witnessed in a video shot by
Alex. Exploring, travelling 1000’s of nautical miles,
scrubbing hulls, observing fisheries, cleaning fish and
walking docks, I have never witnessing this kind of
infestation of sea lice!
For weeks, a flurry of email activity has been begging
for information about Grieg Seafood freight traffic to
Quadra Island. What was Walcan processing?
I had noticed the unusual truck traffic on Quadra. I
witnessed bloody water pouring from the cargo doors, as
they swiftly rounded the corner past my house toward
Walcan Seafoods; also bloody water pouring onto the
ferry deck, then washed overboard. A mad panic to
salvage, lice-ravaged fish?
Are adult lice and larval louse being purged through
effluent discharges into Discovery Passage?
If so, generations of wild salmon smolts, herring
spawn and other unsuspecting beings are heading toward
total population annihilation. The cost of doing business
with Norwegian Fish farmers is way too high.
Leanne Hodges, Quadra Island

Wild Salmon Need Emergency Help
This Year

call on the federal government to require immediate
harvesting of three farms. There are currently five active
open net cage salmon farms in the Wild Salmon Narrows
of northern Georgia Strait. The farms of most concern for
the 2010 migration are the three farms containing adult
salmon: Venture Point (Mainstream/Cermac), Cyrus
Rocks and Okisollo/Sonora (Marine Harvest).
This emergency risk management measure will reduce
the pressure of sea-lice transfer in at least one passage
through the northern Georgia Strait on this year’s
juvenile Fraser River salmon making their way to the
open ocean. This is consistent with a statement from a
Simon Fraser University Think Tank of scientists
regarding the management of declining Fraser River
Sockeye salmon productivity, who in December 2009,
recommended ‘precautionary measures such as
experimentally removing farmed salmon from sockeye
migration routes in the short term, even before the
federal judicial inquiry is completed.’
2. Wild Fish Monitoring Program for Discovery Islands
In order to gain a better understanding of the impacts
of sea lice on migrating salmon, we recommend that a
wild salmon monitoring program be established in the
Discovery Islands region in 2010 during the out
migration period. The monitoring program should be
DFO-funded and use methodology modeled on fine-scale
methods used in the Broughton Archipelago.2 The
program findings will need to be transparent and fully
accessible to independent scientific analysis.
3. Sea Lice Monitoring
Over the long term, sea lice on all BC salmon farms
need to be controlled such that sea lice levels (both
Lepeophtheirus salmonis and Caligus clemensi) on
adjacent juvenile wild salmon do not exceed natural

The following letter was sent to Honourable Gail Shea,
Minister of Fisheries and Oceans on March 1.
Dear Minister:
Re: Measures required to protect migrating wild
salmon in 2010 and beyond.
In light of the collapse of most Fraser River sockeye
stocks in 2009, and a suggested link to impacts from
disease and sea lice from salmon farms, we the
undersigned call on the federal government to implement
emergency measures required to protect migrating wild
salmon in 2010.
The finfish aquaculture regulations, as they currently
exist in BC, are inadequate to protect wild salmon, as they
do not address the impacts that open net-cage salmon
farms have on the wild salmon stocks. For example, there
are no requirements in the current provincial regulations
for the salmon farming industry to monitor the health of
juvenile wild salmon for impacts due to disease and sea
lice around farms during their outmigration.
We acknowledge DFO is working hard to develop new
finfish aquaculture regulations and we continue to
participate in this process. Many of the signatories to this
letter have provided full submission to DFO regarding the
long-term requirements for regulation to ensure a
sustainable aquaculture industry and protection for BC’s
wild salmon and the marine environment. However, as
we have learned from DFO officials, the earliest the new
finfish aquaculture regulations could be in effect would be
in October or November 2010. The most threatened
stocks desperately need government actions to protect
the 2010 out migration of juvenile wild salmon, and we
urge you to implement the following emergency, interim
LETTERS, please turn to page 10
measures now:
1. Emergency Migration
Corridor to Protect Fraser
River Salmon
To provide protection
for the next generation of
Fraser River salmon to
begin migrating out of the
river and through a
constrained passage area,
March 10, 2010
with a high density of open
On September 9, 2009 the Board of Education passed the following motion:
net cage salmon farms, we

SCHOOL DISTRICT #64
(Gulf Islands)

Consideration of Local School
Calendar Option for 2010/2011

“It was moved and seconded that in order to give ample time for public input
and discussion, be it resolved the Board of Education will consult with the
community in accordance with the School Act and the School Calendar
Regulation to seek input and feedback regarding the proposed Local School
Calendar. Written submissions may be made to the Board throughout the school
year until April 14, 2010. Additionally, time will be allotted for public input on each
island community immediately following the Regular Public Board meeting held
on each island. Proper notice will be given in each community as to the time and
date of these meetings.”

call: 250-386-7643

Further opportunities to provide feedback include:

• Serving the Gulf Islands and
Greater Victoria for over 25 years
• Fuel-efﬁcient, cost-effective wood heating
• Solar domestic hot water heaters
• Sales and Installations
Unit 6 - 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Solar Heating

•

Email through http://www.sd64.bc.ca - click on ‘Four Day Input Form’;

•

Individual written submissions addressed to the Board of Education, through Dawne
Fennell, Executive Assistant;

•

Public Meeting of the Board of Education – April 14, 2010 at Pender Islands School
at 1:00 p.m.

To view the draft calendar to be considered for approval for 2010/2011 and a draft of
the Preliminary Financial Projections for 2010/2011 please log into:
http://www.sd64.bc.ca/district.html#nextyear. Copies of these documents will also be
available at each school.
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MARJORIE HAGGART 1914-2010
Born in Winnipeg, Manitoba on February 13th, 1914,
Marjorie passed away peacefully at a residential care facility
in White Rock on
February 23rd, 2010. She
will be greatly missed by
her children, daughters
Judy Jordison, Jean
Towgood (Dennis) and
son, Gordon (Dorothy), 10
grandchildren, and 20
great-grandchildren. She
was predeceased by her
husband of 67 years,
Victor in 2003 and a
daughter, Linda Carey in
1975.
Marjorie and Victor were longtime residents of Mayne
Island and for 45 years took part in their community. She was
president of the Agriculture Society for 20 years and worked
at the thrift store. The organizing and running of the Annual
Fall Fair was of great importance and took up a great deal of
her time. She was a fine art painter and organic gardener.
Her house was always open and welcoming and full of
creative material for grandchildren and great grandchildren
to do their arts and crafts for fall fair entries.
A celebration of her life will be held on March 27th, at
12pm at St. Mary Magdalene Church, Miners Bay, Mayne
Island.

DOCK BUILDING COMPONENTS
& ACCESSORIES

TM

1-800-665-4499
“If It Flows - We Go With It !”











FLOATATION
DOCK KITS
FRAME HDW.
LADDERS
BUMPERS
CLEATS
GALV. STEEL
FRAMES
DECKING
& MORE

MOORING, MARKER & REGULATORY
BUOYS FOAM - FILLED

FOAM-FILLED
FLOATATION
MOLDED & CUSTOM

DOCK & DECK BOXES

Round The Islands

Spring: Yellow Daffodils
and Yellow Boxes ~ Christa Grace-Warrick
This spring, my yard is nearly as full with bright yellow
Island Tides newspaper boxes as it is with daffodils. Both
bring joy to my heart. Repainted, relabelled, and with
new doors, the boxes are ready for new locations.
It’s never dull distributing Island Tides around the
Strait of Georgia. I recently
nipped up to Commercial
Street in Nanaimo to install
a yellow box outside the
newest Serious Coffee
location on a corner of the
new Vancouver Island
Conference Centre. Serious
Coffee’s Dave Goudy, who
negotiates new coffee shops
(and new franchisees) on
the same route we
distribute newspapers, has
really got a front-and-centre
location this time. Right in
the heart of downtown,
operator Susan Jimmo’s
coffee shop has a back
doorway leading right into
the lobby of the Nanaimo
Museum, also located in conference centre.
It must be quite unusual seeing me, an older lady,
parked in a strange place, hauling a heavy newspaper box
out the back of her small car, whipping out a collapsible
handtruck and maneovering the box into a strategically
visible position.
By the time the new box was installed and stocked,
people sitting at the outside tables, enjoying good coffee
and good food in the sun, were chatting about Island
Tides and telling me the location of other boxes where
they get a copy and asking for boxes at more new
locations (I also often hear that people read online).
Earlier, I had been looking for a long-standing wooden
box that had gone AWOL from inside the nearby Harbour
Park Mall, a key distribution point. It has simply
disappeared. Security told me that the entire mall,
opposite the Gabriola ferry terminal, was being
demolished any day, so they were clearing it out. But
where was my box? They didn’t have a clue.
In a mall, I know that if I want to find something I need
to talk to a cleaner or the man pushing shopping
buggies—they’ll know what cupboard it might be in. I also
know I have to get the phone number of the head man on
the project and call him.
I managed to created enough interest so that, by the
time I had installed the Serious Coffee box, reparked, had
my Thrifty’s sushi lunch in my car, and inspected Island
Tides yellow box at the Gabriola terminal across the road,
the security people spotted me in the parking lot and
gleefully said, ‘We’ve found it.’ I was glad to see it and
loaded it into my car where its replacement was still lying,
though at that point I felt I might not be making progress.
However, I hope the folks who got their Island Tides at
Harbour Park Mall will find the Serious Coffee box just up
the street or pop down to the Gabriola terminal for a copy.
Even earlier, on the way up the Island Highway, I had
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positioned a new box outside Gaylene Wellman’s
Ocean Soul Book Caffé on Joan Street in Crofton.
It’s a friendly place to get a coffee and snack and find a
good book; very convenient for Salt Springers on their
way to, or back from, Duncan or Nanaimo (see Gaylene’s
ad on the Bulletin Board, page 11).
Back in Sidney last weekend, I reinstated the popular
yellow box outside Fairway Market (formerly Sidney
Super Foods). It had been displace during a store
renovation. I also installed a new yellow box between the
Serious Coffee store and the Green Party Resource Centre
on Beacon Avenue (you can also pick up Island Tides
from the rack inside Serious Coffee). I’ll keep you posted
on any more convenient Big Island locations.
If you see the Island Tides red Mazda out and
about, you’ll know it has a load of those
yellow boxes inside.

Broom Bashing Contest
A poster contest sponsored by the Salt Spring
Island Conservancy could win two students
$50 and a chance to make their community a
whole lot safer.
The contest, which closes on April 8, is
designed to alert the public to the fire hazard
posed by broom and gorse. Details of the
contest are available at the library, on the Salt
Spring Island Conservancy website and
facebook site, as well as in the middle and
high schools on Salt Spring.
While many people know that scotch
broom is very invasive, destroys island
wildlife habitat, and poisons the soil, it is not
so well known that scotch broom, and gorse,
are extremely flammable.
A corridor of broom or gorse is a fire corridor should it
ignite. With the dryer summers we are having, the risk of
uncontrollable fire is greater as broom spreads.
The winners of the poster contest will be announced
on Friday, April 23 at the invasive weed presentation by
Glenn Miller; this pacific northwest expert will be speak
at the Gospel Church on ‘Reclaiming your Back Yard and
Your Small Acreage from Invasive Weeds’.

Wetland Mapping
Sara Steil reports that North Pender Islands’ wetland
mapping project got off to an excellent start on February
24. The project is a collaboration between the Pender
Island Conservancy and the Pender Island Trust
Protection Society. Kate Emmings of the Trust Fund
supplied the base maps and gave great input, Sara says.
When the map is fininshed it will be given to North
Pender’s Local Trust Committee.
With current high water levels, this is a great time of
year for identifying wetlands. Very soon, we will have the
spring showing of colourful ‘swamp-lanterns’ (unkindly
known as skunk cabbage)—what a beautiful sight they are
after the drab winter months. In large or small quantities,
these bright yellow gifts from Mother Nature signal
‘wetlands’, says Sara. On the Penders, note their locations
and notify for potential mapping. Contact Sara Steil,
Sylvia Pincott or Graham Boffey.
Olympic Spirit Continues ~ Jill Moran
We are now into the Paralympics and it seems that the
good vibes carry on. I travelled to Vancouver to catch that
Olympic spirit the first weekend of the games. BC Ferries
was loaded with walk-on passengers looking more like a
summer long weekend than February. There was lots of
youthful energy in the late-teen and 20-something crowd
leaving classes to head to Vancouver.
After departing the ferry, a fleet of #620 BC Transit
buses awaited us along with Olympic volunteers and
transit supervisors. As each bus filled up, we were told to
head to the next one. I landed a seat on the sixth bus
departing Tsawwassen ferry terminal with plenty more in
reserve for the next ferry’s arrival.
At the transfer point to Canada Line, Bridgeport
Station, a team of volunteers directed the pedestrian
traffic with ropes and stantions keeping us all organized.
With safety as the primary concern, only enough
passengers to fill the Skytrain were allowed up on the
platform. It was a tight squeeze but spirits were high and
people were pumped with energy, enthusiasm and
patriotism. The buzz on the Skytrain was of what pavilion
to visit, what tickets might be available at the last minute
and ‘would you stand in line for the zip line?’.
I met up for a drink with friends from Vancouver who
had conveniently found seats at an outdoor heated patio
(it was the sunny, warm Olympic weekend). We were
across the street from Alberta Pavilion where a young
musician was performing at the outdoor venue. A perfect
afternoon!
With Robson Street, Granville Street and other major
downtown corridors closed to traffic, the people had
RTI please turn to page 11
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From the Global Boreal to Galiano’s Community
Heritage Forest ~ Odin Scholz

T

his winter, ecologist and forester Herb Hammond
spent several days on Galiano Island bringing his
forty-some years of experience to our community.
Herb and his wife Susan started the Silva Forest
Foundation in 1992 as a charitable society dedicated to
research and education in ecosystem-based conservation
planning.
Herb has just published a book entitled Maintaining
Whole Systems on Earth’s Crown; ecosystem-based
conservation planning for the boreal forest. The crown
in the title is the boreal forest, Earth’s largest ecosystem
that stretches across the northern latitudes of Canada,
Europe and Asia. One third of the Earth’s boreal forests
live in Canada and span from British Columbia to
Newfoundland Labrador. The boreal forests are one of
the last ecological frontiers on earth that persist in a
somewhat intact state.
Herb gave a tremendously refined lecture to a
gathering of keen Galianoites who scrunched into the
Galiano Conservancy Association board room to take it
all in. Herb summarized much of the content of his book
during his two-hour presentation and he showed many of
the wonderful photographs that appear in it. The book
itself is set up as a planning guide to resource
management in the boreal forest, its target audience
being those involved in landuse planning and
conservation. The book is readily readable and full of
information, insights and photos with broad appeal.
Maintaining Whole Systems draws from Herb’s
experiences working with First Nations’ in the boreal and
sub-boreal ecosystems and includes case studies from the
Innu Nation of Labrador and Eastern Quebec and the
Xeni Gwet’in of Central British Columbia.
Herb’s book begins with the principle statement
‘Focus on what to protect and then on what to use’ which
is the prime directive for ecosystem-based planning. The
key words in this statement are ‘protect’ and ‘use’. It is

significant in that these are not mutually exclusive terms.
Often conservationist’s goals are regarded as being
‘hands off’ centered with regard to ecosystem protection.
What Herb does for the boreal forest ecosystems in his
book is lay out steps for recognizing what is important to
protect and then where and what is possible to be used in
a sustainable way. His processes and principles for
planning land and resource use (ie economic activity) are
structured to maintain and conserve ecosystems and
protect and promote cultural and economic values. They
reflect heavily on traditional peoples relationships with
the land and its resources.
In his presentation Herb spoke to the global
significance of the boreal forest as Earth’s largest
terrestrial carbon reservoirs, and that it takes 100 to 150
years or more to replenish the carbon stores after they are
released through logging. This is highly significant
considering that much of the boreal forest is intact and
only very recently is the landscape succumbing to the
chainsaw, feller-buncher and bulldozer. The extreme
example of boreal forest destruction is the literal
liquidation of the forests and consumption and digestion
of the sub-forest soils to release the carbon-based oils
soaked in the sands.

Galiano’s Heritage Forest
Herbs presentation was a bonus as he was visiting
Galiano as a consultant to the Galiano Conservancy
Association and the Galiano Club, offering his expertise
and insight in the development of an ecological
restoration plan for the Heritage Forest lands on Galiano
Island.
The Heritage Forest land designation was the result of
a local bylaw innovation that allowed owners of forest lots
to donate a large portion of their land to the community
in exchange for some development privileges. The new
community land is carefully managed and covenanted to
protect the longterm ecological viability of the forest. In

HERB HAMMOND & A BIG TREE

2002 the Galiano Club membership voted to accept the
stewardship of Heritage Forest lands and, in 2005, 126
hectares (311 acres) of land were signed over to the
Galiano Club. The Galiano Club holds the Heritage Forest
land in trust for the benefit of the Galiano community
past, present and future.
Many of the ecosystem-based planning principles
advocated by Herb Hammond are being applied at a fine
scale in restoration planning for the Heritage forest lands.
The principle of focusing on what to protect and restore
and, from then on, what to use, is being applied to the
FOREST, please turn to page 9
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POWER PROJECTS from page 1
the eastern end of Bute Inlet, at the north end of the Strait
of Georgia. Power would travel through a 440km (275
mile) transmission line, connecting with BC Hydro at its
Malaspina substation on the north end of the Sunshine
Coast. The total cost has been estimated at at least $4
billion.
Plutonic’s original proposal was made in response to
Hydro’s 2008 call for clean power, which sought some
5,000GWh (gigawatt-hours) per year of clean power.
On March 12, when BC Hydro announced its
acceptance of nineteen run-of-river and wind power
proposals, the Bute Inlet proposal, which would have
produced 3,000GWh of firm power, was not among them.
The Plutonic group did, however, succeed with its
proposal for the revised 124MW Upper Toba Valley
project. This has been reduced in size because of limits to
the power that can be handled by existing transmission
lines on the Sunshine Coast. This would be in addition to
the $660 million, 196MW East Toba/Montrose project,
already the subject of a signed long-term contract with
Hydro, and which the company says is now 80%
complete. Both these projects are on Toba Inlet, to the
south of Bute Inlet.
BC Hydro indicated that they will announce further
successful projects late in March.

Dokie Ridge Wind Project
The Plutonic/GE combination has a lot on its plate. In
addition to the active construction site and an extensive
camp on Toba Inlet, it have acquired the Dokie Ridge
JORDAN RIVER from page 1

said. ‘I see it as a bold leadership move by the CRD to look
after the public interest.’
Had the Province been looking out for the public
interest three years ago, these properties could have been
taken for free as part of the negotiation to remove them
from the TFL, she points out, ‘We should not be having to
pay for this.’

Interested In Other Tree Farm Land
There are various proposals for the other properties that
came out of the TFLs. The T’Souke First Nation has said
some could be used to settle land claims and the
University of British Columbia has been negotiating with
WFP to buy land for a research forest.
Stephen Owen, who is vice-president of external, legal
and community relations for UBC has been leading the
institution’s bid, was unavailable by press time. An earlier
bid by UBC to buy the lands failed because the school
couldn’t meet WFP’s price.
FOREST from page 7

landscape on a variety of scales.
At a broad scale, roughly 40% of the Heritage Forest
lands have been designated a ‘Protected Stand Network’
designed to encompass sensitive ecosystems and provide
connectivity to neighbouring protected areas. Forty-three
percent of the land has been designated as ‘Sustainable
Forestry Zone’. There is overlap in the treatment
possibilities for these two zones as both provide for
ecological restoration activities that will require the
thinning of trees and removal of wood.
The Heritage Forests include large areas of young
plantation, young regenerating clear-cut, young forest
zones with significant natural components and a recently
burned area (in 2006 a wildfire burned through twentyseven hectares of regenerating clear-cut land). Each area
has its own restoration needs.
Most of the forested areas are plantations that were
repeatedly logged. When thinking about ecological
restoration we need to assess the character and condition
of the forest and compare that to the past range of
conditions. During field consultations with Herb, he
emphasized that the current state of the plantation
forests on these lands would never have existed prelogging. This means that not once during the past 10,000
years of the forests being shaped by frequent natural
disturbance events including wildfires, windstorms,
disease, insect attacks and aboriginal land management
practices would the result look anything like what
currently exists. Furthermore, if left unmanaged, or unrestored, the forests may never again succeed to historical
levels of diversity, and they would need to go through
massive stand-level fire events to get there. (As an aside,
these altered stand conditions are what we now find
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wind generation project in the south Peace River area
from EarthFirst Canada, which ran into financial
difficulties. The original cost estimate for the entire
project was $600 million.
The fully permitted project, with a first phase of
144MW and a potential of 300MW, is located near
Chetwynd in northeast BC. Plutonic acquired the project
in late 2009, after a renegotiated contract with BC Hydro
was approved by the BC Utilities Commission.
Responding to enquiries about the terms of this contract,
BCUC have indicated that it has been determined to be ‘in
the public interest’ but that ‘the Agreement was filed
explicitly in confidence by BC Hydro.’ The public is not
entitled to see the agreement made with this publiclyowned corporation and must simply accept approval by
BCUC as proof that it is in the public interest.

Anticipated Legislation
Independent power producers in BC await with interest
the new Green Energy Act, to be introduced in this
session of the legislature, and anticipated in the BC
government’s throne speech. It is expected to set out the
government’s policies and procedures for BC Hydro’s
future purchases of ‘green’ power, and for the future role
of BCUC. This has led to some uncertainty as to the future
energy price regime in BC, and may be a further
contributing factor to Plutonic’s delay in its biggest and
most ambitious project.
The new legislation may incorporate suggestions
made by the provincial government’s Green Energy Task

Force, which worked over the year-end to produce
recommendations. It received a number of submissions
from the public and industry association, but has not so
far
published
submissions,
conclusions,
or
recommendations.

Private Power Contracts
Several provinces are competing for green energy
investments. Recently, Ontario announced its Green
Energy Act, which sets out price ranges for ‘feed-in
tariffs’, to be paid by the Ontario Power Authority to any
power generator. Feed-in tariffs have been used
extensively in Europe to encourage the development of
renewable power generation by private companies.
These tariffs vary according to the energy source, and
20-year contract prices range from a low of around 10
cents a kilowatt-hour for biogas and landfill gas power to
highs of 44-80¢/KWh for solar. Run-of-river power falls
in the middle, at 12-13¢/KWh.
These prices might be compared with the prices paid
by BC Hydro as a result of their calls for competitive bids
—except that the resultant contracts are secret. It is
thought that BC Hydro has been paying less than the
announced Ontario prices, but in longer-term contracts.
In Ontario, the power will be used domestically, and
the price paid should be compared to the cost of public
power generation, possibly through further nuclear
power plants. In BC, however, it is clear that much of the
power generated will be exported at prices set by
competitive North American markets. 0

Dogwood’s O’Connor said he believes UBC is still
interested in the land and that the CRD’s purchase of the
most expensive properties has made the school’s
involvement more possible. UBC needs a loan from the
Province to make it happen, he said.
‘We still have a pretty serious threat to this community,’
O’Connor said. ‘We’re going to push really hard in the next
three weeks and try to get that loan given to UBC. It feels
like it’s within grasp. It feels like we can do it.’
The CRD is also still hopeful the provincial
government will contribute to the purchase it has
announced. The amount is a stretch for the CRD, board
chair Geoff Young said, adding that it uses all the money
available for parks acquisition for the next five years.
Asked if there was any reluctance to step in and fix a
mess the Province has created, Young chose his words
carefully. ‘There’s always a temptation to reflect on how
we got into this situation,’ he said. ‘The board recognizes

that we have to work in the situation that we’re in.’
There was talk that the Province was close to
announcing a donation to The Land Conservancy to help
with their $5 million share of the bill, but the
announcement hasn’t come.
‘It’s not a simple thing and it doesn’t happen
overnight,’ said Community and Rural Development
Minister Bill Bennett. There are hundred, if not
thousands, of demands on the Province’s limited
resources, he said—adding that he hopes there will be an
announcement soon ‘but we’re not there yet.’
A cheque to help with the CRD’s acquisition will be a
good start, said O’Connor. But he, Husband and others
will still be looking to the province to help find a solution
for the remaining land.

across much of the forested landscape of Galiano Island.)
Herb teaches that forest character can be measured
through its composition, structure and function and
compared to historical conditions. Composition and
structure are the elements assessed for restoration
treatments.
Composition is the living and non-living parts of the
forest: the individual species that are there and their
numbers, the soil, and underlying life forms. In the case
of the Heritage Forest plantation areas the vegetative
composition is dominated by Douglas-fir trees.
Structure is the spaces, the size, shape and placement
of the pieces that are there such as patches of vegetation,
depth of soil, tree sizes, tree health, snags and downed
woody debris. For the Heritage Forest plantations the
structure is dominated by young 20 to 40-year-old,
small-diameter conifer and deciduous trees with some
patches of salal. Dead wood on the forest floor is an
important forest structure. In the Heritage Forest there is
a pervasive presence of large-diameter stumps that hint
of past grandeur as they are slowly absorbed into the
forest floor.
Function refers to the processes that are supported by
how the parts, or arrangements of the parts, and spaces
interact. The plantation forests were notably very quiet
when we were out there; Herb likes to recall that such
plantations have been called biological deserts.
The challenge for restoring ecological health to the
Heritage Forest lands is to decide how to shift the current
stand conditions so that the forests will grow to resemble
what would or could have existed in the past, sooner than
if we leave them alone. We need to consider what was the
natural composition and structure, ecosystem sensitivity,
climate change, exotic species, traditional management

practices, fire regimes and the Galiano community.
It is clear that restorative action in these forests can
benefit the ecology of the site and provide resources for
the community. Over the next several months the
Heritage Forest Restoration Committee have the
challenging and exciting task of bringing all of the
information together and developing a restoration plan
for the Heritage Forest lands that will benefit the
ecosystems and the local community. The plan will
provide an opportunity for members of the community to
embrace this gift of land and partake in the restoration
and stewardship of this shared asset.
Galiano can thank Eco Action Canada, the Real Estate
Foundation and the Walmart-Evergreen Green Grants
Program for providing the funding for the development
of the restoration plan. Local community residents have,
and continue to put time, energy and materials into the
nurturing and healing of the Heritage Forest lands. Herb
Hammond has given us continuing mentorship,
inspiration, and realistic alternatives to destructive
norms.
There are over 10 km of trails designated on the site
and a whole heaping mess of Scotch broom which is
another restoration story, volunteer help is very welcome
and work parties are happening through to the end of
March on Tuesdays and Saturdays 10am-1pm.
For more information on the Heritage Forest Lands
contact the Galiano Conservancy Association or the
Galiano Club. Several copies of Herb’s book are available
for sign-out from the Conservancy Library (250-5392424).
Odin Scholz is an Ecological Restorationist working on
Galiano Island. 0

Andrew MacLeod is online newpaper The Tyee’s
Legislative Bureau Chief in Victoria. This article first
appeared in The Tyee on March 8. 0
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Presenting the Budget: Dealing With Government XXX ~ Patrick Brown

L

et’s not accuse governments of deliberately
presenting their budgets in such a way to confuse
us. Let’s just say it’s an unconscious habit they
have. There are so many figures in the budget that it’s
quite easy, really. But the confusion can be more effective
if certain proven methods of presentation are employed.
Here are some:
1. Present all figures as a percentage increase or
decrease from last year. This may be how they were
arrived at anyway, but it will be possible to claim
spending increases or reductions as politically
appropriate.
2. Publish a three or five year ‘fiscal plan’, or, if in
doubt, both. Figures can then be carefully selected for one
year or three, to illustrate economy or generosity, as you
please. Mix them up. Make it as difficult as possible to
match the figures in one table with figures in the next.
3. State the economic assumptions on which the
budget is based, but do not invite questions about the
assumptions. That way, if they turn out to be wrong (with
FEDERAL BUDGET from page 3

Assessment Act. All energy projects will now be assessed
by the National Energy Board or, if nuclear, the Canadian
Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC).
After Saanich–Gulf Islands MP Gary Lunn’s firing of
Linda Keen, the former President of the CNSC, it is
unlikely that boards or commissions will thwart the will
of the Harper government. Keen’s firing sent shock waves
through boards and tribunals. As Auditor General Shelia
Fraser said at the time, it had had a ‘chilling effect.’

uniting Islands—big and small. It costs a
lot to keep a regional newspaper going!

Voluntary Subscriptions help
keep all this great news coming!
Did something in this edition:
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disastrous results) it won’t be possible to blame anyone.
4. Do not use meaningful measures of performance. If
possible, avoid measures of achievement altogether.
5. Sprinkle in lots of positive but meaningless words,
like ‘strategic’, ‘encourage’, ‘enhance’, ‘refocus’, ‘move
forward’, ‘continue’, ‘standing by our commitment’,
‘support’, ‘increase’, new funding’, ‘financial discipline’,
‘create jobs’, ‘growth’, ‘partnerships’, etc. ‘Reinvigorate’
sounds good, too.
6. In the interests of transparency, make the budget
document as long as possible. This will ensure that
nobody reads the whole thing.
7. Compare apples with oranges and readers will go
nuts. 0
Patrick Brown’s tongue-in-cheek but insightful series
‘Dealing With Government’ (which extends back over the
last decade) can be found as single article reprints in
PDF format in the ‘Canadian Politics’ section of Island
Tides online archive.
Meanwhile, the National Energy Board lacks the tools
to conduct full environmental assessments. It is a quasijudicial body, far more formal than Canadian
Ennvirnmental Assessment Agency (CEAA). This change
will not save money, but it is clearly intended to rush
projects through review.
The planned expansion of the tar sands, the Mackenzie
Gas Pipeline, pipelines across northern British Columbia
and the use of oil takers to move tar sands crude to China
will not be put to an environmental review under CEAA.
Oil spills such as that from the Exxon Valdez, are also
of great concern to people living on southern Vancouver
Island and the Gulf Islands.
When such risky projects gets to the approval stage, I
want to know they will be placed before a process
founded on principles of public participation. I want to be
confident we can present the best scientific case before an
impartial panel of experts in environmental matters.
Under this budget, that will not be possible.
We must push back on this dangerous delegation of
responsibility. The Harper government may have used
the gender-neutral lyrics for ‘O Canada’ as a deliberate
diversionary tactic. Standing on guard for Canada means
more than singing our anthem. It means defending our
lands and waters.

• make a conversation topic?

You can view a visual presentation of Elizabeth May’s budget
commentary at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vzf3Bc7lQFU.
Elizabeth May, Order of Canada, is leader of the Green Party
of Canada. She attended the Speech from the Throne and the
budget lock-up with other Opposition leaders on March 4,
2010. 0
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If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our yellow free
boxes located across the Strait of Georgia and from
Victoria to Campbell River or, if you read online, you
can show your support and appreciation by mailing a
voluntary subscription of

($25 + $1.25 gst = $26.25) to:
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!

And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you
who have given subscriptions. Keep those lovely letters
coming, too. We paste them all in our scrapbooks!
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On February 22, I lost my beloved husband, Bill, after his
brave struggle with cancer. He was a much loved brother,
brother-in-law, uncle, and
friend. Bill was born on
August 14, 1936, in
Dauphin, Manitoba, the
second youngest of eight,
to William and Christina.
They came from Ukraine
in 1925; this heritage was
always important to him.
His first memories were of
farm life. In 1941, the
to
moved
family
Hamilton, Ontario. In
1945, they came to
Victoria where the older
siblings stayed after the
to
returned
family
Hamilton in 1950. In
1954, Bill joined the army (RCEME) where he trained and
worked as a gun mechanic, often on tanks, which interested
him for the rest of his life. He was a proud Canadian and
enjoyed the army, especially two years in Germany, and the
opportunity to train in sports—he was very good at track and
field.
In 1960, Bill left the military, returned to Victoria, and
completed high school while working a night job. He always
loved learning, so he carried on to the University of Victoria,
where we met. After our marriage in 1968, we moved to
Kingston, where Bill completed an MSc at Queen’s
University on a scholarship. In 1971, we returned to visit the
family farm on Prevost Island and stayed for seven years.
This was a happy time for us, living in a small log cabin by
the sea. Bill worked very hard on the farm and tackled any
job – he was thorough in everything he did, always achieving
the best he could. He was like a son to our father, Hubert.
Then followed six years in Port Alberni where Bill became
the production manager of a large salmon farm; this was a
pioneering time in aquaculture to which he was pleased to
contribute. In 1984, we again returned to Prevost; Bill loved
the farm, the land, and the animals, with which he was
patient and caring. He made beautiful fences of expertly split
cedar posts, kept machinery running, and could solve many
problems through innovation. He cared lovingly for our late
mother, Jean. Bill had many interests: history, languages,
science, world events, music, and bird watching; he always
looked forward to learning new things. He was kind,
generous, fair and just, a vital and welcoming person who
was always ready to help others and to share his knowledge.
Bill was an exceptional man and we were blessed with many
happy years. He will forever live in our hearts.
Predeceased by brothers Nicholas, Steven, and Lloyd,
sister Lena Dorosh, three nieces and a nephew, and sisterin-law Maureen de Burgh, Bill is survived by his dear wife
Sheila, brother Michael, sisters Ann (Jim) Fortune, Jean
(John) Abernathy, sisters-in-law Barbara and Susan de
Burgh, nieces and nephews and their families, and many
friends.
I would like to thank our family and the many friends
who have helped me get through the past two months.
Thank you also to David, Mark, Paul, Ben, Harold, Diana,
Brad, Garth, Mike, Lew, Lori and Katie for all they have done
on Prevost.
A memorial service will be held at All Saints by the Sea,
Ganges, Salt Spring Island at 2 pm March 21 followed by a
reception. If desired, donations in Bill’s memory may be
made to: The William Wowchuk Memorial Scholarship,
Department of Biology, University of Victoria, 250-4724210. This graduate scholarship honours Bill’s lifetime
S.W.
interest in cell biology.

background levels at any time during the juvenile outmigration periods. An independent and comprehensive,
fine-scale wild fish monitoring program will need to be
developed and implemented with funding from the
finfish aquaculture industry.
We recommend that a special committee comprised of
representatives from First Nations, federal and provincial
governments, industry and non-governmental
organizations be established now to advise on the design of the long-term monitoring program and the selection of
scientist(s) to lead the program. Multi-stakeholder participation in such a committee will be necessary to ensure the
program’s findings are fair, independent and verifiable.
We, the undersigned, believe the emergency measures set out in this letter are the minimum actions that are
required to protect the most threatened wild salmon stocks through the 2010 migratory period. We urge you to give
this matter your immediate attention. The health and survival of wild salmon, and the people, economies and
environment on the west coast that depend them are counting on you, Madam Minister.
Alexandra Morton, David Suzuki Foundation, Georgia Straight Alliance, Living Oceans Society, Outdoor
Recreation Council of BC, Raincoast Conservation Foundation, Ritchie Foundation, Save Our Salmon Marine
Conservation Foundation, TBuck Suzuki Environmental Foundation, Watershed Watch Salmon Society,
Wilderness Tourism Association 0
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Call Us Toll Free For Quotes On
• Homeowners
• Commercial

• Farm
• Bed & Breakfasts

SALT SPRING ISLAND:
Mike Garside • 250-537-5527
1103–115 Fulford-Ganges Road

SIDNEY:
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
A2–9769 Fifth Street

BRENTWOOD BAY:
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
7178 W. Saanich Rd

Offer includes: All Suite-All Comfort Rooms
Complimentary Continental Breakfast • Complimentary Parking
Offer valid March 01, 2010 through June 30, 2010*, subject to availability.
Applicable taxes extra, not valid with other offers.

*

www.tsawwasseninn.com 1.800.663.1144
CALL NOW FOR THIS GREAT OFFER!

OAK BAY:
Gary Law • 250-592-5544
112-2187 Oak Bay Avenue

SAANICHTON:
DAN OLIVE • 1-877-633-0877
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd., 2-7855 East Saanich Road

www.seafirstinsurance.com
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Mention this ad for discount

Rent

Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Minivans

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788
terry@gsaautorentals.com
www.gsaautorentals.com

FREE!

Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

MEETINGS

School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at
Saturna Island School, Wednesday,
March 24 commencing at 1pm. To
view the agenda for this meeting:
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html
Public Welcome!
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Scrap Car,
Truck, Bus &
Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!

Property
Maintenance
and
Landscaping. Yard and garden,
wood and stone, odd jobs and
clean-ups. Saanich Peninsula. Tim
250-857-3677

Grow olives in BC !
S.O.C. is the only supplier

of olive tree varieties that
will reliably produce fruit
crops on the south coast.
www.olivetrees.ca
info@olivetrees.ca
250.539.3758

RTI from page 6

taken over the streets in communal celebration. Police
directed cross street traffic with whistles and waving hands,
families, young people and the regular downtown workers
mingled on sidewalks and steets. Red and white predominated
in jackets, sweaters, scarves and mittens adorning young and
old. Volunteers were everywhere and had dubbed themselves
‘Smurfs’ as they were decked out in bright turquoise jackets.
There was spots of other country’s colours—blue and yellow,
red, white and blue, and more. Languages from around the
globe were sprinkled among the cowbells, airhorns and yahoos.
As night settled in, the young and exhuberant hit the streets
with Canadian flags fluttering on their backs, like Superman
capes. Pavilions with promises of a fun time (like the Irish) had
line-ups around the block. The Art Gallery plaza and Robson
Square (location of the BC Pavilion) were the hub for people to
meet, sit on the steps and take in the abiance. Downtown
Vancouver was the place to congregate; it was a massive piazza
of people watching, sharing and celebrating.
Late in the evening, I joined a packed, but jovial, bus and as
we crested to the top of Granville Street Bridge someone said
‘Oh! We’re over the bridge!’ indicating with a sigh of relief that
we had exited Olympic intensity and were headed back to
‘normal life’ outside downtown. 0
SEA LICE from page 1

skewed priorities. ‘The province has been compromising public
interest by protecting these companies. The government should
be defenders of the public’s right to know, not the agents
shielding companies from scrutiny of environmental
performance.’
‘Unfortunately, transparency into fish farming will continue
to be a problem even with improved access to government
records,’ said David Lane, executive director of TBuck Suzuki
Environmental Foundation. ‘Although we now have access to
government audit data, the real site-by-site sea lice and disease
monitoring data is collected by the BC Salmon Farmers’
Association, not the government. Without access to this
information, the public and the government have no idea if
parasite or disease levels are dangerously high on a particular
farm and the government has no ability to enforce its Sea Lice
Management Strategy.’
‘This is just the beginning,’ said Lane. ‘The whole process of
salmon farm reporting has to change so the public, not the
companies are in control.’ 0
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Book with the best!

Salt Spring Island. BlueAir 205C
Hepasilent Air Purifier. High-end,
very quiet operation. Helps with
allergies, asthma, & environmental
sensitivities. Like new. Includes
replacement
filter.
$375.
redochre@shaw.ca, 250-931-7899.
Mayne Island. 1995 Saturn SL2, 4door, dark blue. 5-speed manual
trans, A/C, AM/FM cassette, cruise
control, electric windows, tilt wheel,
immobilizer. $1,400. 604-250-7259.
Pender Island. 30” GE electric range
250-629-3244.
Salt Spring Island. Australian
Aboriginal art. Pintubi Dreamtime
paintings. Acrylic on Belgian linen.
Authenticity certificates. Andy
250-931-7899, redochre@shaw.ca.
Saturna Island. ESSE gas range,
LPG/natural gas. Highly efficient 36”
European ‘cooker style’. Navy blue
enamel, cast iron cooktop, 2 ovens.
As new condition. New cost $8,000;
asking $3,200. 250-539-3500.
Saturna Island. 9' wooden lapstrake
rowing dinghy by K. Douglas
Boatworks #1100, spoon-shape
oars, canvas cover, white hull, wood
interior. Great to row, a lovely boat.
$1,900. 250-539-9920
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Phone: 250-629-3660 • Email: islandtides@islandtides.com

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198

D. A. SMITHSON &
SONS

Well Drillers
250-539-5252
250-478-6937
dasons@telus.net
www.smithsondrilling.com

ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

BE BOLD - GO GREEN

Character, Custom &
Contemporary Buildings

40+ buildings to
choose from
www.nickelbros.com

1-866-606-2237

S TANDING S EAM
M ETAL R OOFING

F OR W ATER
C OLLECTION S YSTEMS

MOVED
HOMES

Advertise: 250-629-3660

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599
- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

March 27
Happy Birthday
Patrick

LEGAL AND ENGINEERING SURVEYS

R.L. JOHNS
LAND SURVEYING LTD.
• Site plans • Building layouts
• Subdivisions • Repostings
• Surveyors certificates
• Easements and Rights of Way

SERVING SAANICH PENINSULA
& THE GULF ISLANDS
Ron Johns, BCLS, CLS
250-658-9515
cell: 250-882-9515
johns.rljohns@shawcable.com

MARINE
WAHL MARINE LTD.

Advertise: 250-629-3660

135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

MOORINGS
INSTALLED •SERVICED
MAINTAINED

Chris West
Dive Services
250-888-7199
250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net
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On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings
• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

have guided us every step of the way. Lorna Quinn, our
home health nurse, strategized with me before we left
in a conversation at the store. Geri Crooks, who just
retired after 20 years as our ambulance crew chief and
who had the same operation as Jon, called several
times and Barb Hicks who picks up Islanders’
prescriptions from Shopper’s Drug Mart in Sidney
every week, had invaluable advice.
In our experience, not only do we have adequate
medical services at hand we have competent caring
people filling those roles. We left our Island filled with
good wishes and returned to two cards filled with
caring messages from the community we have called
home for 30 years.
We have created and enjoy a busy life of routine and
problem-solving through our Island businesses, our
community and our family. People have carried on our
businesses for us while we have been away meeting this
health challenge. Islanders have been both caring and
respectful in expressing their concerns for us, I never
realized what it means to have the wind in your sails.
The Jubilee Hospital was a whole new world. There
were heart-beat moments during our stay where our
life and its manifestations all fell away and it was Jon
and I, hands clasped. We have both come a long way on
this journey, buoyed by the love and the comfort
offered by our family, our community and our friends.
And equally importantly, supported by the
competency and the assessibility of Canada’s health
care structure. The acute care ward allows visiting at all
hours. Gone are the rigid structures that kept us
Islanders trying to juggle transportation, ferry
schedules and visiting hours. Gone is the attitude of
prudishness or control that visitors or family must exit
while the staff does routine care.
The two doctors visited every morning, explaining,
and answering questions and conferring with other
specialists. The nursing staff was wonderful about
sharing updates/changes since my previous visit. They
were all great in their own ways, encouraging,
competent and caring. In terms of information and
sources, we left with what we needed to carry on at

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks, Garage Decks
and Roofdecks.
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288

Servicing the Gulf Islands

ATTRACTIONS
Ocean Soul
Book Caffé
New and Used
Books

25% OFF
All Nutritional Health &
Cook Books
Open at 6 am Daily

250-246-1977
1578 Joan Ave, Crofton

HOUSING
Salt Spring Island. Sunset House
Independent living for seniors. Five
suite to choose from. Meals,
tea/coffee all day, linen laundry, and
more. Contact 250-537-8560 or
lucchime@hotmail.com

FOR RENT
North Pender Island. Oceanfront
home for rent or purchase. 1.18
acres, hot tub, electric gate. 2
suites. Rent 5 bedrooms, 3-bath or
1-2 bedrooms, 1 bath. Furnished.
Excellent
condition.
See
www.penderislandserenity.com
604-807-5999.

home. This openness and inclusiveness brings out the
best in patients and their caregivers and is a great
improvement in interactive styles from 40-years-ago,
when I last had a long stay in a hospital.
Surprisingly, the hospital food was just as bad as
everyone said it would be! We wondered why, with
such an investment in finding and training staff who
offer such exemplary care and amazing competency
and providing the most intricate advancements in
technology, would the food be so abysmal?
Nourishment of the physical body, recovery,
nurturance, comfort, encouragement can all be
provided by food at a low cost. People who are in the
hospital are already stressed and devitalized.
Incongruously, the long halls are plastered with
posters that colorfully and completely explain the
Canada Food Guide, what your biomass should be for
your weight, and why you should take care for yourself
and feed yourself well.
The café/cafeteria is run by Tim Horton’s
specializing in doughnuts and coffee. I mention this not
as a complaint but to point out that for some reason
meals, eating, nourishment and socialibility are not
valued. For many of us, who love eating and growing
food and being together to share meals, the not-valuing
is surprising.
This strange disparity of not valuing well-balanced
nutritious meals for people with compromised health
in hospitals, has implications locally. Right now, there
is an energetic conversation going on between VIHA
and community caregivers about whether VIHA will
discontinue the subsidized portion of the Meals on
Wheels program in the Outer Gulf Islands, Salt Spring
and the southern Vancouver Island communities.
Spring provides such a boost to our hopes and well
being as well as nettles, kale and chard! The beautiful
moments of light and warmth and new growth are an
inspiration to all living systems, change and grow is the
mantra for us all. Jon and I are very grateful for all that
we have received and honour our gifts by doing the best
we can. Our neighbors south of the border do not know
what they are missing! 0
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March Garden Calendar
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n 1383 a wealthy Tuscan merchant, Francesco di
Marco Datini, ordered a large new town house to be
built in Prato near Florence. After the framing was
finished and the roof on, he ordered a pleasure garden to
be planted ‘full of oranges, roses and violets and other
lovely flowers.’
Medieval pleasure gardens were usually close to what
we call the kitchen garden where food is grown separated
by a low fence or hedge or sometimes a wall. Francesco
evidently felt that his position justified a complete
separation from menial duties, but it is interesting to note
that his garden of fragrant flowers also contained the
equally fragrant oranges.
A couple of generations earlier the famous palace of
Alhambra in Granada built for the Sultan’s Harem also
contained orange and lemon trees, roses, lilacs, lilies, and
of course, jasmine. Gardens like these, whether Catholic

The Good Life ~ Brian Crumblehulme
or Muslim, were positively sensuous.
We do not have the climate of Tuscany or Granada just
yet but with a little careful planning we can create equally
charming and fragrant outdoor rooms for summer use.
You will need a deer-proof space close to the house,
preferably one with a southern aspect. If the location is on
hard conglomerate rock you might want to investigate
junipers, dwarf pines, myrtle, and olives. It’s amazing
what will flourish on rock with a little coaxing. Thirty
years ago I planted a cliff top with fragrant herbs:
lavender, rosemary, thyme, oregano and germander, and
they are still there! The bees love them and the deer avoid
them.
Many of the older varieties of roses are moderately
drought resistant as are perennial poppies, geraniums,
jasmine, oleander and lemon trees. Grapes and kiwi vines
will take the heat with only a little supplementary water,

Hear what you’ve been missing
and get the whole story.

and with a little winter care oleanders and citrus will
thrive. I have had oleanders outside all winter for a couple
of years and this year marks the inauguration of my citrus
grove.
Oranges require a warm growing period and a warm
or hot ripening period before they become sweet enough
to eat. I am saving space in my greenhouse for a couple of
oranges that can be espaliered against the north wall and
left to ripen through fall. Limes and lemons, by contrast,
do not develop much sugar and so do not require a
Californian sun before you can pick them. What they do
require is a dry, sunny and sheltered location where they
will not freeze in winter. Most citrus will take a few
degrees of frost but will die if the ground freezes as it does
every couple of years or so. Lots of mulch, a blanket and
a trouble light with a 100 watt bulb will take care of that
for the couple of weeks when Alberta pays us a visit.
On a more pedestrian level this is the month to sow
and plant all those basic vegetables for summer fall and
winter use. An early sowing means early maturing which
means less summer watering which means less work.
Potatoes produce tubers on the stem so they will have to
be earthed up or your harvest will be green. If the soil is
light and well drained potatoes are best planted in a
trench and filled in as they grow. If the earth is cold clay
then place the seed potatoes on top and gradually heap
over straw and compost. Carrots sown now will be ready
to eat in May but if some are left in the ground they will
continue to grow through summer and fall and remain
sweet even in winter. Carrots sown later in the season are
more susceptible to attack by carrot fly. Beets and
parsnips too should be sown now for use through next
winter and early spring. March is also the best time to sow
tomatoes, peppers and eggplant under glass or on an east
facing window ledge. My early cherry tomatoes are about
three inches high now but the main crop are just flexing
their cotyledons (baby leaves).

Spring Recipes
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Receive a $
HBC gift
card when you purchase a
pair of hearing aids.
Call today for your complimentary
hearing test and take the ﬁrst step
toward better hearing. 250-537-4446

Ganges: 241 Lower Ganges Road
Offer valid on private sales of qualifying hearing aids only between February 22 – April 30, 2010. Gift cards will be distributed after 90-day trial period.
Not applicable with any other offer. See clinic for details. Registered under the Hearing Aid Act (BC).

Sand Daps On A Bed Of Nettles
Prep time 30 minutes, Cooking time 20 minutes
3 Tbls butter
1 cup chopped onion
1 clove chopped garlic
1 large bunch fresh nettle tops
Salt, pepper & nutmeg to taste
2 cups water and/or white wine
½ tsp corn starch or rice flour
½ cup heavy cream
¼ cup vegetable oil
8 Sand dap fillets or 4 sole fillets
1 beaten egg
½ cup corn meal
Melt the butter in a saucepan, add the onion and garlic
and fry gently until transparent. Add the nettles, spices
and water and simmer gently for about ten minutes. Add
the cornstarch and blend until smooth, then add the
cream. Keep warm.
Meanwhile: heat the oil in a large skillet. Pat dry the
sand dap fillets, dip in the beaten egg, coat with corn meal
and cook in the hot oil for two minutes only. Turn and fry
for a further minute. Drain a serve immediately on the
nettle sauce. For lunch on the patio serve with thick fresh
buttered slices of bread and a spring salad followed by
lemon bougatsia and hot tea.
Spring Salad
Prep time 10 minutes
1 large bunch of wild or mixed greens such as arugula,
mesclun or watercress
1 apple or 1 orange
A dash of olive oil
A dash of raspberry vinegar
salt, sugar, pepper and cayenne to taste
sliced and toasted almonds
Wash, shake dry and tear the salad mix into a bowl.
Chop a green apple and rinse in lemon juice, or peel and
chop one orange. Add the fruit to the greens. Prepare the
dressing. If you use an apple include a dash of cayenne,
do not use cayenne on an orange. Toss all together and
top with a drift of toasted almonds. 0

