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Looking from Mount Belcher on Salt Spring Island south-east into Active Pass.

Islands Trust budget approved
Islands Trust Council approved a 2014-2015
budget of $7.1 million on March 5 at its
quarterly meeting on Hornby Island. There is
no tax increase associated with this budget
except for the special requisition for Salt
Spring Island Local Trust Area taxpayers
requested by the Salt Spring Island Local
Trust Committee for watershed management,
which was also approved by Trust Council.
‘Before proposing this budget, Trust
Council’s Financial Planning Committee
carefully considered the options for providing
the many projects islanders asked for, as well
as meeting the legal responsibilities of being
a federation of local governments,’ said Sheila
Malcolmson, Islands Trust Council Chair.
‘The final budget represents many hours of
discussion, debate and difficult decisions. We
also asked islanders for their input on the
proposal and received fewer than 20 e-mails
about the Salt Spring Island watershed tax
requisition and several e-mails asking for
more spending on research and mapping and
more focus on threats such as climate change
and increased tanker traffic.’
The approved budget includes an increase
of $171,917 in expenditures, which includes
the cost of the 2014 local government election
in November. The budget will also enable the
Islands Trust to maintain its core functions
and continue its work on the following
strategic priorities:
•
Compliance with provincial
requirements under the Riparian Areas
Regulation. This provincial regulation

requires local governments to ensure that
potential fish habitat within their jurisdiction
is protected to specific standards. Funding to
continue the work to bring the Islands Trust
Area into compliance includes public
consultation to develop necessary bylaws and
mapping streams where the regulation would
apply.
• A modest increase in planning staff
hours to benefit service delivery for Galiano,
Mayne, North Pender, Saturna and South
Pender work programs.
• Completion of eelgrass mapping for the
major islands in the Islands Trust Area.
• Continuation of forage fish habitat
mapping, with a focus on Howe Sound.
• Continuation of the Grants Manager
position but with service reduced from three
days to two per week.
The Salt Spring Island Local Trust
Committee requested a Special Property Tax
Requisition of $110,000 (in the Salt Spring
Island Local Trust Area only) for coordination
of watershed management on Salt Spring
Island. The funds will be used to support
management of the Salt Spring Island
Watershed Protection Authority (SSIWPA),
and enable a coordinated, inter-jurisdictional
response to the protection and management
of freshwater resources on Salt Spring Island.
The amount approved will result in a tax of
$3.38 per $100,000 of assessed property
value in the Salt Spring Island Local Trust
Area. Visit the Islands Trust website for more
information. 0
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Spring shoreline clean-up on steroids
With the BC annual community shoreline
clean-up coming up in April, thoughts turn to
a lot of unusual garbage—tsunami débris. How
is the westcoast of Vancouver Island coping?
The District of Ucluelet has just been
granted $81,538 over one year to manage
tsunami debris and clean-up local shorelines.
The funding will go toward the Ucluelet and
Barkley Sound Shoreline Cleanup Program
which covers a 100-kilometre area within
sections of Ucluelet, Pacific Rim National Park,
including the Broken Islands, and along
Yuulu'il'ath territory.
The funds will help with cleanup projects in
priority areas, both accessible and remote, and
supporting the volunteer efforts assisting with
shoreline cleanups.
The successful proposal from the District of
Ucluelet is also supported by significant in-kind
contributions in terms of volunteer efforts and
resources from 26 collaborative partner
agencies and organizations. The district has
several other cleanup projects planned in 2014
with these collaborative partner agencies and
organizations.
The District of Ucluelet has conducted
several successful cleanup programs over the
past two years including collaborations with the
Japan Love Project, the Japanese Consulate in
Vancouver and several other volunteer
organizations and educational institutions.
Approximately 80 volunteers from the
Japan Love Project and the International
Volunteer University Student Association

conducted a cleanup March 8-12, on the third
anniversary of the tragic 9.0 magnitude
undersea earthquake and resulting tsunami
that struck Japan on March 11, 2011.
The funding is available through the onetime grant of approximately $1 million the
Government of Japan presented to the
Government of Canada last year to help clean
up tsunami debris.
To date, over $376,000 has been awarded
to successful applicants to put toward their
collaborative efforts in developing plans for
managing and cleaning up tsunami debris
along BC’s coastline.

Background
• The Japanese tsunami washed an
estimated five million tonnes of debris into the
sea. An estimated 70% sank off the coast of
Japan, leaving approximately 1.5 million
tonnes floating in the Pacific Ocean.
• Since leaving the coast of Japan, the debris
has been widely dispersed by ocean currents
and winds. Some of it continues to sink or be
trapped in the garbage gyres.
• To date, BC has seen less debris than
originally anticipated.
• Large collections of debris or significant
objects
should be reported to:
DisasterDebris@noaa.gov
• If a person sees something on the beach
that appears to be a source of pollution or
hazardous material, they should contact the
Provincial Emergency Coordination Centre at
1 800 663-3456. 0

SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes outside or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall
Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall
Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—VI Conference Centre
Nanaimo—Beaufort Centre
Nanaimo—Crnr Island Hwy @ Hammond Bay Rd
Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza
Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd CO-OP

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall
Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Avenue
Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave
Campbell River—Willow Point Village

Looking for Gulf Islands and East Vancouver Island customers?
You’re looking at the newspaper that will do it all. Call 1.250.216.2267 today!
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Round The Islands

Looking On
The Bright Side
On Salt Spring
The ‘new’ Transition Salt Spring Society is
holding its annual ‘what's happening in climate
action’ all-day conference at the Gulf Islands
Senior Secondary on April 5 (see ad this page).
This event will be worth a ferry trip to see lots
of inspiring ideas and initiatives in one place at
one time.
The conference will feature a public launch
of an innovative GISS Solar Scholarship Project

alone GIFTS became
Canada’s most award
winning film school with
over 150 national and
international awards. Beyond our wildest
hopes!
‘The school was equipped with with three 2
gigabyte Seagate hard drives at a cost of
$2,000 each. Now there are many, many
terabytes of digital memory. The tools have
experienced a revolution but the one thing that
remains the same is GIFTS commitment and
dedication to telling wonderful stories.’
George and Karen will continue to lend a
hand where needed at GIFTS this year. No
doubt they will be around during the summer’s
film boot camp when dozens of teens become
media literate and able to handle the
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GISS Solar Scholarship Project awards to: Indigo Porebska-Smith, Keenan Nowak, Jenna
Aston, and Aina Yasu.
followed by a keynote address from Rob
Abbott, Director of the BC Climate Action
Secretariat.
Following the keynote, there will be three
workshop/presentation sessions where people
can choose from 14 different topics such as
solar hotwater for the home, electric vehicles
as experienced by owners, energy efficiency
considerations for house-building, and much
more. There will even be a ‘build your own
solar toy car’ for parents, grandparents
children and teachers.
Demonstrations of solar panels and solar
hot water systems will be complemented by a
Green Power display where participants will
generate green bicycle power. A tour of the new
GISS greenhouse and considerations of
permaculture and biodiesel are also on tap.
Lunch ($10) will be available at the school
cafeteria. (See also, ad this page.)

GIFTS Gets New Owner
The Gulf Islands well-loved, and amazing film
school has new owners. George and Karen
(Harris) have passed the torch (+school) to
Evan and Barbara Allen.
George says: ‘It is hard to fathom that we
will no longer be executive producers, bus
drivers, dish-washers and directors of
something begun 19 years ago. The 3,000 short
films produced at the ‘little school in the woods’
is a lasting legacy of the passion, skill and
dreams that GIFTS alumni and mentors
brought to Galiano Island.
‘July 10th, 1995 was a day of great hope
equally met by even greater skepticism. Our
talent pool of extraordinary Canadian
filmmakers gave us a chance that our dream
would become a reality. In just three years

equipment like pros.
The Harris family will also be pursuing new
dreams and adventure. Though George says,
‘It is hard to fathom ever being involved again
with anything that embraces the magic (and
challenge...) that the Gulf Islands Film and
Television School brought to our lives.’
However, next winter’s plan is to sail a
catamaran through the Caribbean to the Rio
San Juan, over the sand bank and up the
200km river to Lake Nicaragua and to their
farm on Ometepe Island (the location of
George’s 1989 documentary ‘Through the Eyes
of Children’).
New owner and director, Evan Allen is a
GIFTS alumnus and filmmaker in his own
right. He has been an integral member of
GIFTS faculty over the last 2 years.

The Gift Of Power
Pender Island Recreational & Agricultural Hall
Association (PIRAHA) has mounted a
fundraising drive for a $50,000 generator for
Pender Islands’ community hall. A piece of
infrastructure that a will help in a number of
ways. Performances, talks, gatherings, classes,
meetings will not have to be cancelled or
curtailed at short notice. Also importantly, the
rural north end of North Pender lacks a
gathering place that could help people warmup, have some company and sustenance in the
case of an event like the recent 40-hour powerout on the island.
A third benefit is that Penders build-yourown hall is already constructed to withstand
earthquake and, with power, could function as
an emergency reception centre in any major
disaster. Across the road from firehall and
RCMP, also an earthquake-prepared facility, it

would help form an important emergency
response hub for the Penders.
Fundraising has been greatly helped by
$6,000 from Green Angels Woodchoppers
and, on Monday, March 4, local insurance
agency Western Financial Group presented a
$5,000 cheque.

Outside Pender’s icon hall, Western Financial Branch Manager Colin Gatward (right) presented the
cheque to PIRAHA President Diane Allison and Treasurer David Ohnona.

There’s still a ways to go and PIRAHA is
looking forward to many islanders chipping
in—tax receipts can be issued for donations
over $25.

More Transitions
Groups are getting together and joining
resources to increase possiblities for
strengthening island communities. Salt
Spring’s Earth Festival Society has merged
with Transition Salt Spring to form Transition
Salt Spring Society. The two groups have
always worked closely together and are now
united as one organization with an expanded
board of directors and a reorganized structure.
Elizabeth White will be a name familiar to
many who have worked with Earth Festival
Society. Founded in 1997, Earth Festival
Society has been best-known for the Salt
Spring Island Community Energy Strategy and
the biannual Salt Spring Eco-Living and Home
Tour, providing people with information and
education about environmentally sustainable
practices and technologies, including organic
food production, renewable energy, green
building
technologies, alternative
transportation, water conservation, waste
minimization and green business practices.
The society applied to the province for the
name change to Transition Salt Spring Society
in the fall of 2013.
Transition Salt Spring (TSS) was
established in 2009 and is an official member
of the international Transition Network, which
supports community-led responses to climate
change and shrinking supplies of cheap energy,
through building local resilience. TSS activities
include monthly Green Drinks and regular
climate action information events such as the
2013 Resilience Fair.

The Simple
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tIrrigation
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www.vanislewater.com
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TSS has also launched the Transition Salt
Spring Enterprise Cooperative–a small
community investment fund–to help green
projects get started. TSS has 360 members
who participate in various informal working
groups established on the Transition Salt
Spring
social networking site:
transitionsaltspring.ning.com/. These groups
cover everything from electric cars to
gardening; anyone can sign up for free and join
groups or start a new one.
Similar to Gulf Islands Film School, Gulf
Islands institutions are transforming to carry

eljen.com

out new tasks, using the advantages built up by
years of work and personal investment in our
communities, to the benefit of all. It is exciting
not to be reinventing the wheel but using older
vehicles to bear new and exciting loads.

More Groups Working
Together
A full day of activities on local beaches and
events at the Pender Island Community Hall
are scheduled for Saturday, April 19 as part of
the North Pender Island Community
Stewardship Day, sponsored by the North
Pender Island Local Trust Committee and the
Pender Islands Conservancy Association.
At its February 27 meeting the local trust
committee adopted a resolution proclaiming
the Saturday on this year’s Easter long
weekend as Community Stewardship Day.
An annual beach cleanup has been
celebrated on North Pender Island for 30
years. Community Stewardship Day begins
with the Pender Conservancy's Annual Beach
Clean-up, which has been a community
tradition usually held on or near Earth Day.
Islanders and non-profit organizations will
scour local beaches for debris and deliver it to
a ‘Drop Zone’ for sorting and disposal.
Volunteers will then proceed to the Pender
Island Community hall for lunch prepared by
the Pender Women's Circle.
‘The local trust committee and the
conservancy have both made understanding
shoreline issues a priority this term,’ said Ken
Hancock, North Pender Island local trustee.
‘We have been incredibly fortunate to work
with staff, as well as other individuals and
organizations to produce new mapping of
Islands Trust Area shorelines, including
ROUND THE ISLANDS, please turn to page 7
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What’s up with FATCA? An issue that should concern more
than those Canadians with ties to the US

T

here was a time when the United States had high regard
for its own rules of citizenship. If a US citizen moved
to another country, took up citizenship in that other
country and lived there for more than five years, Uncle Sam
didn’t welcome the returning former American with open
arms. There was no re-enactment of the parable of the prodigal
son; no fatted calf was slain; no welcome mat laid out. In fact,
former Americans were told they were no longer citizens.
But now that Uncle Sam is a bit short on cash, it’s time to
change the rules. In fact, the rules are pretty murky. When
trying to get clear advice for my constituents as to what steps
are necessary for renunciation of US citizenship, the answer
from the US consulate is ‘it depends.’ It is, apparently,
determined on a case-by-case basis.
As a former US citizen myself and as a MP representing
any number of constituents who had parents born in the US,
or who were born there or who through some accident of
family or work history acquired some characteristic of interest
to the IRS, I have tried to stay up to speed with the US’s
newfound interest in its former residents and former citizens.
As most people will now know, the US has started claiming
that former residents, even those with no income from the
US, need to file income tax returns or pay tax in the US.
Of course, as they say this, they also know that no one in their
right mind moves to Canada to avoid paying taxes. Canada is
definitively not a tax haven. When I met back in 2012 with the
then US Ambassador to Canada, David Jacobson, he admitted
as much and said I should try to urge my constituents to ‘stay
calm.’ The gist of his advice was that the US government wasn’t
interested in shaking down law-abiding, tax-paying Canadians
who once had some relationship to the US.
In 2010, the US passed something called the Foreign
Accounts Tax Compliance Act (FATCA). The law is to take effect
globally on July 1, 2014. It casts a wide net, applies extraterritorially to any country where a potentially tax-withholding
former (or current American) may be hiding out to cheat Uncle
Sam. No one has a problem with ferreting out tax cheats. I think
Canada needs to do more to track down off-shore tax havens
for money that should be taxed here. But FATCA creates
problems for people who have no income to be paid to the

US, but who may end up in a costly ordeal to prove that is the
case.
Initially, Finance Minister Jim Flaherty resisted US
demands for information on Canadian bank accounts held by
people with possible US ties. Since 1996, Canada and the US
have very workable rules that allow for reciprocal sharing of
tax information. The notion that more invasive, lop-sided
rules to benefit the US were needed was resisted. The US
made serious threats against Canadian financial institutions,
and finally Canada cried ‘uncle’.
The concessions won by Canada amount to only
exempting certain kinds of accounts the US thought it might
like to tax—so RRSPs and RESPs and other accounts have
been carved out of the agreement. Canada negotiated an
Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) and said we would sort
out providing all the information the IRS wants. The new IGA
is to be implemented by a ‘Canada–United States Enhanced
Tax Information Exchange’ (Implementation Act).
I made an Access to Information request last year on
FATCA and uncovered a very interesting piece of legal advice
to Finance Canada. On December 12, 2012, Canada’s leading
constitutional law scholar, Professor Peter Hogg, had warned
that, in his view, any law that purported to treat some citizens
differently from other citizens will violate the section 15
Charter protections for equal treatment under the law.
Legal advice has also been submitted in a powerful brief
from Professor Allison Christians, H Heward Stikeman Chair
in Tax Law, McGill University and Professor Arthur
Cockfield, Queens University Law School. Their advice, like
Hogg’s finds numerous ways in which the impact of the IGA
and Implementation Act will violate privacy and Charter
rights, but beyond that, they raise concerns that it will cost
the Canadian economy, well beyond the one million people
and their families potentially impacted by the extended reach
of the long arm of Uncle Sam. The estimated $100 million
cost per financial institution in searching all records for all
customers to seek out anyone to whom US IRS rules might
apply is a new cost to the banking industry. There is, as
Professors Christians and Cockfield point out, no reciprocal
benefit to Canada. They urge, as I have, that the new

- Elizabeth May, MP

Implementation Act not be rushed. There is much to study.
The Christians-Cockfield brief points out ‘...the IGA involves
Canada’s explicit assistance with a foreign sovereign’s
extraterritorial tax jurisdiction in a way that is unprecedented
in history, out of step with international practice, and unjustified
as a matter of international tax norms.’
In response, two Canadians concerned about the new law
retained Vancouver constitutional lawyer, Joseph Arvay, to
provide a legal opinion. Dr Stephen Kish of Toronto and Lynne
Swanson of London Ontario are also fundraising for a potential
court challenge. (Anyone wishing to contact them can email:
maplesandbox@yahoo.ca)
It may seem a matter of no interest to those who have no US
nationality by birth or accident. Still, imagine how we would
feel if a law was brought forward to help a different government
look for private information about its former citizens. Say Iran
or China. The reality is that every Canadian should be concerned
about rolling over to the US in ways that violate our own laws. 0

Choclate Dialogues Continue…

Michael Bourassa: In writing about the ‘food of the gods’,
Brian refers to ‘Xocoatl’ as the Aztec—actually Nahuatl—
language term for chocolate. Alas, Brian has confused
chocolate with some kind of snake, a culinary suggestion
which will no doubt outrage all herpetologists—‘Coatl’ is the
Nahua word for snake. Chocolate is xocolātl (sho-co-LA-tle).
Being accurate is important.
Brian Crumblehulme: Fascinating! My reference is
Diane Akerman’s eclectic book, A Natural History of the
Senses, p. 153: The Psychopharmacolgy of Chocolate. Therein
she does spell it Xocoatl and claims it is Aztec.
Being essentially monolinguistic, I will not dispute this—
chocolate by any other name will taste as sweet. I love the
confusion with snakes and totally agree with Michael,
herpetologists deserve chocolate.
More soberly, Michael is absolutely correct, accuracy is
very important: thank you for this.
Brian original article ‘Food of the Gods’, appeared in Island
Tides on February 20, 2014.

MAYNE ISLAND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

NOTICE OF OTHER VOTING

Public Notice is hereby given the electors of Mayne Island Improvement District will be
asked to vote on the following question on Saturday April 19th, 2014:
Are you in favour of the Board of Trustees of the Mayne Island
Improvement District adopting Bylaw No 155 cited as “Mayne Island
Improvement District Borrowing Bylaw, 2014”, to borrow the sum of up to Two
Million Four Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,400,000.00) to finance the
construction of a new Fire Hall including Improvement District Offices to be
located on the Improvement District property at 520 Felix Jack Road?

YES or NO

TAXATION IMPACT
The total cost of the construction shall not exceed two million four hundred thousand
dollars ($2,400,000.00). The Board of trustees has determined that the total cost will be
financed by borrowing for an amortization period of 20 years, the estimated yearly
repayment costs will be $172,000, resulting in a yearly levy estimated at:
The cost to residential properties would be $34.60 per $100,000 of Assessed Value
The cost to commercial properties would be $84.80 per $100,000 of Assessed Value

MAYNE ISLAND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
BYLAW NO. 155
A Bylaw to borrow the sum of $2,400,000.00 on the credit of the Improvement District
Whereas it is deemed desirable to undertake debt in the amount of $2,400,000.00 in
order to build a new Fire Hall.
The Trustees of the Mayne Island Improvement District enact as follows:
1. It shall be lawful for the Improvement District to borrow up to the sum of Two
Million Four Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,400,000.00) and to pledge the toll collecting
and taxing powers of the Improvement District for the repayment of the said sum.
2. It shall be lawful for the Trustees to issue promissory notes obligating the
Improvement District to repay the sum borrowed and pay interest thereon at the
rate per annum in effect.
3. Until the terms of the long term borrowing has been finalized it shall be lawful
for the Improvement District to borrow temporarily up to the sum of Two Million
Four Hundred Thousand Dollars from the Royal Bank of Canada and pay interest
thereon at the prime rate per annum in effect, for the purpose of proceeding with
the construction of the Fire Hall
4. The maximum term for which the money for the construction of the Fire Hall
can be borrowed is twenty years.
5. This Bylaw maybe cited as the “Mayne Island Improvement District Borrowing
Bylaw, 2014”.
I hereby certify that this is a true copy of Bylaw No.155.

EXPLANATION
The present fire hall lower floor, built in 1969, is cinder block, and the second floor, added
in 1984 housing the offices, training and meeting room and record storage is wood frame

construction. This building does not meet post-disaster standards, or current public
access requirements. With the growth of our community, the current building is far too
small to house the equipment necessary to provide adequate fire protection to the
community.
If the question above is approved by the electors the Board of Trustees can
proceed with the necessary borrowing and the long term borrowing can then be approved
by the Inspector of Municipalities and construction of the fire hall can proceed.

VOTING OPPORTUNITIES

VOTING DAY will be open on Saturday the nineteenth (19th) day of April 2014, TO
QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE MAYNE ISLAND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT at:
ST. Mary Magdalene Church House, 360 Georgina Point Road
AND SUCH VOTING PLACE SHALL BE OPEN BETWEEN THE HOURS OF Eight
(8:00) A.M. and Eight (8:00) P.M.
ADVANCE VOTING shall be open on Wednesday the ninth (9th) of April 2014 and
Saturday the twelfth (12th) day of April 2014 TO QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE
MAYNE ISLAND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT between the hours of Eight (8:00) A.M.
and Eight (8:00) P.M. at:
St. Mary Magdalene Church House, 360 Georgina Point Road.
Given under my hand at Mayne Island, B.C. this eighteenth (18th) day of March 2014.
Thomas F. Moore, Returning Officer

ELECTOR QUALIFICATIONS

You are qualified as an Elector if you are:
(a) A Canadian Citizen
(b) eighteen years or older on Voting Day
(c) a resident in the Province for at least six months before Voting Day
(d) an owner of land within the boundaries of Mayne Island Improvement District
(e) an authorized agent, designated in writing as the said agent, of a Board or
Corporation that owns land within Mayne Island District
If more than one person is registered on title as owner of land then those owners are
entitled to vote providing they meet the qualifications set out above. No persons may vote
more than once with the exception that they may vote as an authorized agent and
personally if they own land on a personal basis. Please note that when checking the
list of owners provided by the B.C. Assessment Authority the multiple ownership
of some properties may not have been recorded. If the property that is being used
for voting purposes is held in multiple ownership it is recommended that the
persons intending to vote bring suitable identification, as listed below, to avoid
any inconvenience.
If you are not on the List of Registered Electors you may register on Voting Day
providing you produce two pieces of identification, one of which has your signature,
preferably with pictorial identification, e.g drivers licence, and documentation proving
ownership of the land for which you are owner, e.g tax notice, assessment notice or
duplicate certificate of title.
NOTE: information packages available at the Mayne Island Library or Mayne Island Fire
Hall or Web Sites at www.Miidonline.com or www.mayneislandfire.com.

www.islandtides.com
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Readers’ Letters
Election Fraud Tactics

To some, the washing up of seaweed onto coastal shores may
seem like nothing more than rotting seaweed from which to
derive profit. In reality, wrack is a valuable component of the
Every Second Thursday
sea/land interface; essential for the life cycles of many
Strait of Georgia’s only
invertebrates that require it as food, and of many species of fish
Free & Mail-Delivered Newspaper
and birds that eat these invertebrates and/or use the wrack to
help them survive and lay their eggs.
Having been born and raised on Vancouver Island, I know
14,647 print copies delivered to
that in the mid-to-late 1960’s any driving of vehicles on beaches
households on 13 Gulf Islands
was strictly prohibited and enforced. Now, your government
condones driving ‘tanks’ on beaches with only profit in mind.
Salt Spring • Mayne • Galiano • Pender • Saturna
This is unconscionable.
Gabriola • Denman • Hornby • Quadra • Cortes
Read • Texada • Lasqueti
A veritable tank, with continuous track drives along the
beach in front of people’s waterfront homes, up to five months
of the year. Noisy, smelly, intrusive, damaging, while driving
down the beach it also drives down waterfront property values.
Have you ever heard a crane in use when outriggers are set up
and the crane is working? Having worked for a crane company
I have and it’s the furthest thing from homey, peaceful and
pleasant. Next comes the freight truck starting up and driving
3,353 print copies on Ferry Routes and in:
The Salmon Days
the load away through a residential area, leaving its mark.
Victoria • Saanich • Sidney • Cobble Hill
Dear Editor:
Mill Bay • Crofton • Duncan • Chemainus
Residents in a once quiet community are being forced to
My personal fight to protect life in the waters around my home
Ladysmith • Nanaimo • Bowser • Courtenay
endure living within an industrial zone … contrary to the very
in a remote archipelago of the BC coast has stretched on for
Port Alberni • Campbell River
reason they originally purchased waterfront property and
several decades. What began as a letter writing campaign on
3,000 online readers each edition
contrary to zoning by-laws.
behalf of fishermen neighbours (who lost their fishing grounds
There was a sign posted on the beachfront, ‘No Motorized
as a result of fish farm industry activity), became ten years of
Owner, Publisher & Editor: Christa Grace-Warrick,
Vehicles Beyond This Point’ but sometime over the weekend of
sea lice research, then a decade of activism, involvement in
March 8/9 the sign was removed. The Regional District of
Contributors: Priscilla Ewbank, Martin Blakesly, Sonja
lawsuits, and virus tracking.
Nanaimo, wherein the community of Area H, Deep Bay/Bowser
Goldsmith, Jim Hebert, Ron Watts, Ralph Shaw, David
Today, I am excited to be launching a website that brings
is located, had expressed deep concern in early 2013 over the
Suzuki, Claire Trevena, Elizabeth May
together all that I have learned into one site. I hope to educate
manner in which seaweed harvesting licenses have been issued
and inform people on what happens to their bodies, our
Island Tides Publishing Ltd
with no public consultation, no monitoring, no enforcement and
children and our world, when they buy and consume a piece of
Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0
with no regard for ecological or social impacts.
Tel: 250.216.2267 • News: news@islandtides.com
farmed salmon. I also want to let you know what you can do to
I encourage you to review the Biological Review on Seaweed
Advertising: islandtides@islandtides.com
protect yourselves and our oceans.
Harvesting
on the east coast of Vancouver Island as compiled
Deadline: Wednesday Between Publications
I am writing to ask for your help. Please click on site
by Ramona de Graaf, a forage fish Research Specialist and
Off-Island Canadian Print Subscription: $55.00
www.alexandramorton.ca. By doing so, you will help build a
Voluntary Mail & Box Pick-up Subscription: $30.00
Executive Director of Emerald Sea Biological.
strong pathway to this website through the ether-world of the
US Subs: $80.00 • Online PDF: free
Life is not simply a mathematical equation built on the
internet.
www.islandtides.com
foundation of the Holy Grail Economy; neither is it balancing a
The single greatest thing I have learned is that whether in
budget, nor worshipping money as the be all and end all in life’s
BC, Chile, the UK, Norway or elsewhere no one can fight this
journey. Life is personal and the very foundation of all life is the
Proposed Howe Sound LNG Facility
aggressive Norwegian industry single-handedly.
planet we live on which needs to be treated with the dignity and
We can feed ourselves in a much better way, but first the
and LNG Tankers
respect it deserves as the source of all life, not ravaged for profit.
dirty, wasteful ways have to be shown the door.
The following letter was sent to provincial government
Premier Clark, in your position, you exercise almost
So please visit alexandramorton.ca and help power the
ministers.
unrestricted power in BC. Indeed, a weighty responsibility. The
search engines that will take our experience global.
Dear Ministers:
Baynes Sound ecosystem is already under extreme stress (ocean
I am humbled by your ongoing donations and support.
It seems a strange fit, tankers 295m in length, 47m wide
acidification) and being further impacted by damaging seaweed
accompanied by tugs, carrying up to 180,000m 3 of volatile Thank you all for sticking with me on this. I can see light at the harvesting. If you possess any fellow-feeling for the people who
end of this tunnel, but it continues a very tough fight.
Liquid Natural Gas (LNG), travelling though a heavily
love and cherish their home space and want to see it protected,
Alexandra Morton, Echo Bay
populated, and a busy industrial marine traffic area, where
have respect for life in all it’s diverse and necessary forms, will
much of the population is dependent on the marine waterway Seaweed Harvesting Deep Bay/Bowser you please place an immediate moratorium on all seaweed
for transportation, business, tourism, water recreation, and
A version of the following letter was sent to BC Premier Christy harvesting?
Rita Dawson, Ladysmith
daily travel. An accident could have disastrous results.
Clarke and a number of ministers.
I find it puzzling, this silence from the ministry on the
Dear Premier:
Bowser Is A Community, Not An
unavoidable disruption to our BC Ferries service, travelling out You may ask why a person at a Ladysmith address is writing
Opportunity
of Horseshoe Bay to Vancouver Island, Bowen Island, and to
concerning another community. It is very simple; small
Dear
Editor:
Langdale, by these huge ocean going tankers. Business, tourism, communities on Vancouver Island are coming under constant
This is the Bowser beach sign that was destroyed and removed.
and resident travellers rely on an uninterrupted ferry schedule. and relentless threats from over-exploitation of natural
For years and years this sign
It seems logical to me that this discussion would take place resources and mindless growth. Having marginal-to-no
maintained the common law
long before starting an environmental assessment on the
democratic control (by protective legislation) over what
in Bowser of not permitting
proposed LNG Facility in Howe Sound. The Woodfibre location, happens within our communities, we find ourselves standing
any vehicles on our beaches.
accessed only by water or air, presents a serious problem for an up for each other. What happens to One, happens to All. Any
Evidently the people who
emergency response. A leak of gas reaching ignition could result one of our communities, anywhere on Vancouver Island, could
want to drive their motor
in a horrific forest fire. An explosion from a LNG accident could be next in line.
cycles, quads, and seaweedwipe out most everything for miles.
Vancouver Island is just that, an island, and as such it is a
gathering machines believe
Sandia Report (2006), based upon the worst case scenario; necessity to put an end to growth-ism within this finite system.
that the removal of the sign
a flammable LNG vapour cloud could extend 7.3 miles before
There are not the resources to support or sustain endless
will give them permission to
reaching a source of ignition, the burn flame will continue back growth.
drive on our beaches. Such an
to the source of vapour point (fireball) with catastrophic results,
Your Ministry of Agriculture, through the promotion and
immature childish thing to do;
and water will not extinguish the resulting fire.
licensing of seaweed harvesting in the Deep Bay/Bowser region,
destroying public property
Yes Ministers, we have every right to be concerned for our
has backed business interest over both community and
does not destroy the commonlaw of No Driving On Our Beaches
health, our way of life, and our environment. You can't protect environment. No-one ever dreamed or imagined seaweed as
in Bowser.
us from human error, and it just takes one accident to harm so coming under the Ministry of Agriculture, turning the
Len Walker, Bowser
much.
beachfront into a farmer’s field, which it is not. This has stricken
World TB Day
When will discussions take place around the issues brought an entire community, disrupted wildlife feeding patterns, wiped
forward here? Will the Ferry Advisory Committees, and public out animals’ food sources and tampered with Nature’s weave— Dear Editor:
be part of the discussion?
pull on one thread in Nature and the entire ecosystem unravels. One of Canada’s finest foreign assistance achievements is TB
Vel Anderson, Gibsons All things are connected.
Reach, a grassroots health organization dedicated to help those
The Ministry of Agriculture, in its haste to hand out seaweed TB sufferers that other programs miss: those who are physically
isolated and difficult to treat. There are an estimated 3 million
harvesting licenses, prior to any reasonable research into the
Butler Gravel &
of these, with each untreated sufferer eventually infecting about
ecological affects of same, and minus any community
Concrete…Better
ten other people.
consultation or consideration, has literally encouraged the
from the ground up!
Canada is the only major funder of TB Reach. Our federal
destruction of the peace and tranquility of the small community
government
already does great work fighting this ancient
of
Deep
Bay/Bowser
while
sanctioning
shoreline
and
habitat
Reliable Service, Quality Products
destruction.
LETTERS, continued next page
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Dear Editor:
Oh, the irony! The party that tainted the 2006 federal election
with the in-and-out spending scam and that is now under
investigation for electoral fraud, has taken on the responsibility
of rewriting our election laws.
Never has Canadian democracy been more at risk. The
Tories’ (Un)Fair Elections Act facilitates robocalls, makes it
easier to hide certain campaign expenses, suppresses the vote
of people unlikely to be Conservative, and introduces fundraising rules that favour the CPC.
It also muzzles Elections Canada officials and prevents them
from releasing the results of their investigations to the public.
As if that weren’t enough, there is now Bill C-520 which is
nothing more than a witch-hunt to root out any government
watchdog who does not embrace Conservative doctrine.
Think hard people! Where else in modern human history
have we witnessed these types of tactics?
Frants Attorp, Salt Spring Island,
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Ferry Important News

F

erries took centre stage at the Legislature this week—
both inside and outside the building. A large rally
brought together Islanders and other residents of coastal
communities, while inside during Question Period, I joined the
Leader of the Opposition and other MLAs from coastal
constituencies to challenge the Minister of Transportation on
his blinkered and ideological approach to our marine highway.
On the day of the rally we devoted Question Period to asking
the Minister why no economic impact studies were carried out
ahead of the cuts. The City of Prince Rupert has done its own
assessment of the impact of rising fares and cuts to services and
it is gloomy. Entitled ‘Beyond Hope’ it shows that it will not only
be tourism-related businesses which are affected but business
across the community and throughout the North. The Minister
refuses to acknowledge that our communities are economic
generators and that we have a right to have public access to
them like residents elsewhere in BC have to their communities.

- Claire Trevena, MLA

When we came out from Question Period it was a joy to see
hundreds of neighbours and friends from the constituency and
other islands and coastal communities gathered on the lawns
of the Legislature. I had acknowledged their presence in the
House and was pleased to see the good-natured protest. But the
smiles and music don’t undermine the fact that people are angry
about the cuts to our ferry service and the gouging we all get
from inflating fares. I was privileged to speak to the protestors.
There is no doubt the fight will continue both inside and outside
the Legislature until ferries are back working for the public good
and for all the people of BC. I want to acknowledge and thank
organizers on Quadra and in other coastal communities whose
hard work made the protest happen.
We’ve been getting a number of petitions about the ferry
crisis which we have been able to table in the Legislature; a hefty
petition came from senior citizens organizations, which was
presented by our critic for seniors, an equally weighty one from

LETTERS from page 4

decades to implement. Computer models that predict changes
in the earth’s climate out to 2050 and beyond are a joke: the
math is too complex, the variables too many and not well
understood, and the data points too few. Why are weather
models so often wrong with predictions that reach out only a
few days?
It is time to face a few facts:
• the climate is changing (as it always has) and likely
Green Tides, Nukes Necessary
warming
Dear Editor:
• the other 6 billion+ people in the non-western world
On reading the last edition of Island Tides, it’s hard not to form deserve a decent standard of living and this means that their
the opinion that this newspaper has just become a mouthpiece energy use will increase substantially
for the green/tree-hugger/’saint’ david suzuki/loony-tunes
• nuclear power is currently the only viable source of nonenvironmental movement.
intermittent energy whose scale could lower the carbon
The opinion pieces and letters to the editor only reflect one
footprint of the developing world over the coming decades in a
point of view—namely that all industrial development is bad meaningful way.
and that more government spending (ferries, health, education,
• millions of people in the developed world need
social services etc etc) is good. In the real world, it’s really hard industrialised economies to provide meaningful work for them
to square this circle as only the private sector (which by the way and their families: this includes resource extraction.
includes resource extraction) generates the wealth to fund the
• we in the West need to focus on adaptation to the likely
public sector - a sector that consumes wealth on a vast scale.
climate change and not on reversing decades of economic
If you don’t want metal mines of any type; pipelines of any
endeavour that has brought unparalleled prosperity to the
type; fracking of shale gas; exploitation of the oil sands; coalcitizens of our fortunate countries
powered, gas-fired or (horror) nuclear power plants; dams (see
• intially, we in the West need to strongly refute the green
the current opposition to BC Hydro’s site C initiative); wind
religious movement’s claims that shutting down current
farms (despoil the landscape, they kill birds and the noise gives economic endeavours and moving to ‘clean energy’ and
people headaches); or solar panel farms (in BC? - get real), then ‘sustainable development’ is going to be easy or quick. It will be
where do you think tomorrow’s energy is going to come from
neither. It will require huge costs (mostly for the poor) and take
and how are you going to re-employ the millions of (mostly
decades to implement.
blue-collar) workers who earn their living in such endeavours?
David Clark, Mayne Island
Burning cow dung?
Winning The Education Olympics
Currently only some 3% of the world’s energy needs are met
Dear
Editor:
by renewables and even this comes at a ruinous price as the poor
I
love
to watch the Olympics. Each athlete has an inspiring story
in Germany and Ontario have lately found to their cost. The
of
courage,
perseverance, and success, whether or not they reach
developed world’s energy infrastructure took decades and
trillions of dollars to implement and this is not going to change the podium.
And then I remember the 57 million children in the world
any time soon. All renewables are intermittent and there is
who
do not have a chance to even begin on such a road to
currently no solution in sight to the problem of energy storage
success.
They do not even attend school.
on a scale that, to date, is unimaginable. Without such storage,
Such
poverty has to be ended. We can win this one too.
the electricity grid (which is the backbone of our western life
I
ask
readers to tweet the Minister of International
styles) will become unstable and we all know how much we
Development,
@christianparad#Canada#education and ask
enjoy power cuts in January on Mayne Island.
him
to
double
Canada’s
contribution to the Global Partnership
On a global scale, it really does not matter what the boy
for
Education
@GPeducation.
Let’s give them $120M over the
scouts in Canada think or do with regard to ‘green’ initiatives as
next
four
years
and
win
more
than
a medal in the eyes of the
developments in the rapidly industrialising world of China,
world.
India, Brazil and Indonesia (amongst others) dwarfs anything
Cassandra Arnold MD, Calgary
that occurs in this country. Their governments are straining to
Unburnable Carbon - Canada A
lift hundreds of millions of their citizens out of abject poverty
and guess what?—this requires industrial development, which
Petrostate
requires resource extraction, which requires energy, which
Dear Editor:
requires power plants. This is not to say that such endeavours
What's the biggest story in Canada today? Rob Ford? Justin
cannot be made more efficient and less polluting, but they still Bieber? Justin Trudeau? Pipelines to Asia? Household and
need to happen.
governmental debt? Concussions in hockey?
There is no easy solution to this problem and, in particular,
How about this one:
the West should not be held hostage to an environmental
We greatly benefit from both the production and use of fossil
movement which has now become a religion instead of an
fuels while the consequences of our actions today will fall on
argument based on rational science. Moving to a ‘low carbon’
LETTERS, continued on page 6
economy is a) going to be very expensive and b) going to take
scourge through the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and
Malaria, but TB Reach is Canada’s own gift to the world.
Currently, TB Reach is short about 200 million, spread over 5
years. I sincerely hope that on March 24, World TB Day, Canada
pledges to complete funding of TB Reach and saves the lives of
those last 3 million people.
Nathaniel Poole, Victoria
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campaigners on the Sunshine Coast which I presented the day
after the protest and one from residents of Bowen Island.
The other focus in Question Period has been what can only
be described as pork barrelling. We questioned the BC Liberal
government’s judgment in giving highly paid jobs to their own
people—whether they be defeated BCLiberal candidates, such
as the one who ran here in the North Island, or former cabinet
ministers. People were so shocked when the former MLA for
Chilliwack and former Solicitor General, John Les, received a
$140,000 a year position on an earthquake preparedness
NORTH ISLAND NEWS, please turn to page 10
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Saturna Notes by Priscilla Ewbank

Snow: fun, aggravation, helpers, and the non-helpful

W

e are home from the big city life of Vancouver! Jon
is enjoying good health due to his own robust
haggis-fed Scottish constitution and the care and
compassion of the BC Health Care personnel. Lucky us!

Mad March Snow
The longer days made the last snowfall bearable and even fun.
We had over-the-top-of-your-gumboots snowfall at Haggis
Farm while the seawater fringes of the Island were only heavily
dusted. Elevation is so easy to see when outlined by exactly
where the snow is falling or isn’t.
The dogs blasted around, sending up rooster tails of flying
snow dust, barking like crazy and keen for any walk. The
chickens were decidedly not enthused although I noticed that
their lightweight and three-toed chicken feet kept them safe
elevated on the snow crust.
All the power went off by Sunday afternoon and quiet
descended, candles glowing for a slow-cooked, woodstove
dinner and walking around carefully doing basic tasks with a
candle. The snow was so heavy and fell so continuously that
branches began to snap and the lowest boughs sank down to
the snow becoming part of a glassglobe snow picture.
Snow in March is generally dramatic for a day, then over—
no sticking! Usually, you can slide by with augmented Gulf
Island costuming. But by Monday, I was in the basement with
a headlamp sorting through the serious snow gear—mittens,
woolies, felt-liner boots, down parka, and warm hats.
Our power came on three days later, just as my state-of-thefreezer anxieties were peaking. South Saturna, the end of our
road and several other homes came back on the next day.

Long Power-Out
As soon as the power had gone out, I called the repair number
to inform BC Hydro. The first call brought an automated
response—call back later, we are swamped. The second call
brought the automated response: ‘We will call you when we
know—we have registered your address and lack of power.’
At 11:30pm that night they called me back to say at 8am the
next morning power would be restored. Dubious about the
optimism and observing that it had snowed all night and all day,
I wasn’t surprised to learn the next morning that 26,000
households were without power and so were we, still!
Pat, our hardworking roads foreman cleared Narvaez Bay
road before I got the cross-country skis activated, walks were
still magical as the familiar world was transformed. Going to the
General Store is fun because lots of people gather for coffee and
hot meals and the chance to share their snow adventures and
compare notes. It is also here you get the most up-to-date news
on the arrival and progress of BCHydro.
Once BCHydro was on Saturna, the Island ‘telegraph’ made
it easy to chart their course as lights, stoves and wells leaped into
action. Saturna had two contract crews working as there was so

much to do. Salt Spring, our usual crew, was busy with their own owners organized to relay messages to Langford Dispatch and
a number was given out to text for a relayed response.
local problems.
Telus Debacle
Telus did not call the ambulance crew chief back to check
upon our situation. Two days later the first Telus personnel
On the Monday, March 3, a large snow laden fir bough had
snapped our telephone cable to the house. I went to the store to went up to the TV-tower. And, wonder of wonders, on March
call Telus and after about 12 to 15 minutes of hearing how much 6, a competent and courteous Telus person showed up and in
they care, listening to pitches for new Telus mobility apps, and 20 minutes had my phone and dial-up interne running. I was
bad music I got through to—Manila. ‘So sorry!’ said the phone grateful and appreciative of this human being for his skills and
spinner man. ‘Yes, let’s see. We can schedule you in for March willingness to allow me to receive the service I pay for.
On my next phone call to Telus I informed them that their
20th … Sorry, March 6th the repair person is all booked up.’
corporation wouldn’t look so awful and be such a source of
This was March 3rd in the middle of a snowstorm—you can
derision in island communities if we didn’t have BCHydro
imagine my surprise!
I asked to speak to the actual repair service. ‘Oh, no Ma’am, working on the same lines, clearing trees, replacing equipment
sorry, those are internal lines. Sorry, you can’t.’ I asked to speak and providing timely competent service with good cheer—from
the people who answer their repair calls to the ground crews.
to someone in British Columbia. ‘Oh, no Ma’am, sorry but we
BCHydro crews report that they hear all the time from sad,
will have someone call you back.’ Well, not that day.
dismayed Telus clients who wish they could get service. Just so
By starting the process all over again on Tuesday someone
you know, it is standard procedure at Telus to charge customers
from Montreal called back. Oh, yes, Mam we make scheduled
for service that they don’t get. Even when Telus knows, because
calls every two weeks and you just missed the date and we are
there is a work order in, they are not providing the agreed upon
all filled up on March 6. ‘Oh,’ says I, ‘What are you doing? Do
you have that many service calls? Couldn’t your service person service and the problem lies with their own equipment. For a
stay overnight and do all the work in two consecutive days?’ ‘Oh, rebate, you will need to call Manila and, if you persist, you may
be successful.
Ma’am, sorry. We can’t tell you what we are doing. We are a
Since they are so willing to charge and so unwilling to provide
private corporation and we find it uneconomical to service the
timely service, I have decided to bill Telus for time working at
rural areas.’ (Only Vancouver, Victoria and two cities outside
the mainland qualify as urban areas. The rest of us are ‘rural’.) the TV-Tower and to make clear to them what it cost to get their
‘No Mam, sorry, you have misinterpreted our mandate from the equipment running. I don’t expect payment but a large donation
to the ambulance service or the fire department would be much
CRTC. According to the CRTC we are not required to provide
appreciated. And then I’ll write a thank-you letter to BCHydro.
timely service we are required to provide service.’
On Wednesday, all Saturna phones went dead, the internet
Dealing With Large Instutions
and the Crest emergency radio system. Our Emergency Crew
Between BC Ferries and Telus, we Islanders get plenty of
Chief, David Rees-Thomas, called to inform Telus and reports
chances to pit our wits against institutions, try to crack the shell
that Telus seemed surprised and had him start to list phone
and get some healthy dialogue happening and constructive
numbers that weren’t working as they had no knowledge of any
results that add up to service and fairness for our community.
phones not working on Saturna Island (Not even mine.).
Pity we are not doing as well with our provincial government.
David said the person answering his report was mildly
Saturna, assured we would have no ferry sailing cuts, had no
interested in the situation as described. ‘We will see if we can
‘engagement’ meeting with BC Ferries to consider changes they
do something.’ There was no follow-up call.
had chosen for us and hear how we think the changes will
All telecommunications systems on Saturna, are related to
impact us. Now it turns out, one of their choices is to remove
the ‘TV-Tower’ installation on top of Mount Wartburton Pike.
one of our vital weekend connections that allow tourists to arrive
So, BCHydro hired local contractors with a cat and a backhoe
on Saturna and stay for the weekend. So, yes, we now want to
to plow through the deep snow and many downed trees to gain
be consulted!
access to the tower and the outbuildings with our mechanical
I have hardly ever seen a business run so badly as BCFerries.
and digital systems. At the end of the procession of vehicles was
For a government who constantly marches around proclaiming
a truck with fuel in case generator fuel was the problem.
that business is their mandate and they are good business
Also travelling up was Saturna firechief, plus the
people and that families matter, I am appalled that they think
communication technician from CHEK-TV. CHEK-TV and a
they are making good choices.
local managed to get into the Telus compound and get the
We are lucky on the Gulf Islands and in our coastal
Island’s phone service functioning! From 10am to 4pm Saturna
communities to have a wealth of intelligent, caring, patient
had no emergency service. During the outage, since we had no
people. Hopefully we can inspire/demand good governance and
911 service, fire department members and Kenwood radio
save our livelihoods. 0
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FULL MOON: FRIDAY, MARCH 15

AT FULFORD HARBOUR
Day
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Time
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Day

Time
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0837
1331
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3.3

3.2
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1.0

0354
0957
1603
2147

10.5
4.9
9.5
4.6

3.2
1.5
2.9
1.4

0004
0607
1239
1938

6.2
10.2
3.6
9.5

1.9
3.1
1.1
2.9

27
TH

0127
0657
1406
2150

7.5
10.2
3.0
9.5

2.3
3.1
0.9
2.9

29
SA

0042
0631
1320
2040

0222
0729
1458
2305
0334
0809
1556

6.9
10.2
3.3
9.5

8.2
9.8
2.6
9.8
8.5
9.5
2.6

2.1
3.1
1.0
2.9

28
FR

2.5
3.0
0.8
3.0

30
SU

2.6
2.9
0.8

31
MO
1
TU

0522
1158
1904

2
WE

0011
0552
1240
2002

0019
0509
0904
1701

10.2
8.5
9.2
2.6

3.1
2.6
2.8
0.8

0208
0750
1159
1911

10.5
7.9
8.9
3.0

3.2
2.4
2.7
0.9

0120
0646
1025
1808

10.2
8.2
8.9
3.0

3.1
2.5
2.7
0.9

3
THU

0323
0918
1452
2059

0424
1036
1706
2234

0453
1117
1806
2322

0104
0623
1323
2103

10.5
5.9
9.2
3.9

10.5
3.9
9.8
5.2
10.5
3.3
9.8
5.9

10.5
3.0
10.2
6.6
10.2
2.6
10.2

7.2
9.8
2.6
10.2

3.2
1.8
2.8
1.2

3.2
1.2
3.0
1.6

3.2
1.0
3.0
1.8

3.2
0.9
3.1

2.0
3.1
0.8
3.1

2.2
3.0
0.8
3.1

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
Tide Table Courtesy of

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker
250-537-9710

On Time & On Budget
www.islandtides.com

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca

innocent generations in the future—but in Canada the
Conservative government's core agenda is expanding fossil fuel
production as Canada’s prime economic engine.
There is an overwhelming scientific consensus about climate
change: that the current rapid climate change is human-caused,
mostly the result of burning fossil fuels; and that the
consequences will be probably catastrophic for future
generations if we don't significantly reduce greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions.
Every national science organization shares this scientific
consensus and nations responsible for 80% of global emissions
(including Canada, the US, and China) have formally agreed to
limit GHG emissions to under 450ppm and the global
temperature increase due to increased GHG emissions to under
2ºC as a ceiling so that increasing warming doesn’t initiate
‘dangerous climate change’, most often understood as triggering
latent feedbacks so that warming becomes unstoppable or
runaway.
Sixty to eighty percent of fossil fuel reserves must stay in the
ground and global emissions must peak this decade and fall
quickly to have any chance of staying under 2ºC. Based upon
this carbon budget science there have been reasonable action
calls from organizations like the IEA and World Bank to stop
any further investment in additional fossil fuel infrastructure
and to switch subsidies from fossil fuel development to building
a post-carbon economy.
So the climate change implications—especially the carbon
budget implications—of increasing fossil fuel production should
be the major news story in Canada. How about potentially the
biggest Canadian news story because expansion is so important
to the Canadian economy and so potentially harmful to future
generations of Canadians?
Guess what? There has been hardly a mention of the climate
change implications of fossil fuel expansion in the Canadian
mainstream media and hardly a word detailing the carbon
budget science. For example, Canadian think-tank, CCPA,
recently wrote a report estimating that at least 78% of Canada’s
proven oil, bitumen, gas, and coal reserves, and 89% of provenplus-probable reserves are deemed ‘unburnable carbon’ and

cannot be safely combusted without causing catastrophic
climate change—should be a big front page and newshour
news? Nope; no coverage; zip—check it out, search it out for
yourself.
Consider this: the Harper Conservatives have relentlessly
pushed fossil fuel expansion as the core of their majority
government's agenda but neither Mr Mulcair’s NDP nor Mr
Trudeau’s Liberals have ever confronted the government with
the carbon budget science in defense of future generations.
Neither has argued against new pipelines and other
infrastructure which will help lock us into increasing GHG
emissions (and potential waste of investment in what looks
increasingly like stranded assets if/when the carbon bubble
pops).
The other big story in Canada is the failure of democracy in
not debating fully—not even minimally debating—the climate
change consequences of expanding fossil fuel production and
the failure of leadership by all concerned: our political leaders,
our social and economic leaders and the media.
The biggest story in Canada’s future is going to be the dire
consequences of this failure to be responsible and manage our
actions today in due diligence to future generations. One day
we are going to wake up to who we are and it is going to be super
painful. Super painful to our economy. Super painful to our
personal futures. Super painful to our understanding of
ourselves and who we are as Canadians. And, so much more
importantly, super painful to our kids in their future.
Bill Henderson, Gibsons

More Than Simply Opposition Needed
A version of the following letter was sent to Saanich North &
The Islands MLA, Gary Holman in response to his front page
article on the BC Budget in Island Tides March 6 edition, read
online at www.islandtides.com
Dear Gary:
Great column in the last issue of theIsland Tides. It never hurts
to constantly get the message out how screwed up this province
is. There is the remote possibility that enough voters out there
that may, at some point, pay attention and give the state of our
LETTERS, please turn to page 10
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Turning The Tide On FOssil Fuel expansiOn
Eoin Madden
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Torrance Coste
Vancouver Island
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T

he Salish Sea, the body of water
comprising of the Strait of
Georgia, Puget Sound and the Juan
de Fuca Strait, is a precious resource
that has sustained life in the Pacific
Northwest region for thousands
of years. From the millions of
salmon that migrate through its
waters, to the temperate rainforests
lining its shores, to the power and
grace of its resident killer whales,
this remarkable stretch of ocean
provides endless gifts.
The Salish Sea’s mild climate and
abundant resources make it an
ideal place to live, and it has always
been home to proud and diverse
Indigenous nations. For the same
reasons, settlers travelled here in great
numbers, and the Salish Sea region
is now one of the most densely
populated areas in western Canada.
A key strength of the region is the
inherent ease of transportation that’s

possible given its geographic and
maritime position. But as governments
increasingly prioritize fossil fuels above
all else here in British Columbia, this
status as an ideal transport corridor has
become a big problem for the Salish Sea.
Several fossil fuel export projects
proposed in the Salish Sea pose
serious threats – whether it’s in the
form of a catastrophic tanker accident,
or through contributions to irreversible
climate change, these projects would
impact this incredible region forever.
Pipeline giant Kinder Morgan hopes
to triple oil shipments through its Trans
Mountain Pipeline and marine terminal
in Burnaby, to transport close to
900,000 barrels of diluted bitumen per
day. This translates to a huge increase
in tar sands tanker traffic in the busy
Salish Sea, from around 80 to over 400
tankers per year.1
At the same time, Port Metro
Vancouver is considering significant
increases in the amount of coal
shipped from its facilities and through
the Salish Sea. If the industry gets its
way, we’ll see hundreds of new coal
trains, barges and ships in the region
every year. With this expanded export
capacity, the total carbon dioxide

(CO2) emissions from coal
shipped through Port Metro
Vancouver would rise to
almost 125 million tonnes – a
major contribution to climate
change.2
Cumulatively, these
proposals are much more
than just risky infrastructure
plans – they represent a
dramatic regional shift: the
transformation of the Salish
Sea into a global carbon
corridor. Green initiatives undertaken
at the municipal or regional level will
essentially be nullified by the fact
that they all exist within a highway to
climate change.
Despite the threats it faces, we
see the Salish Sea as a place full of
hope. We believe people who live
here want to find solutions to the
climate crisis and work toward more
sustainable ways to operate our
economies. If we work together,
the Salish Sea will become the
place where we stood up and took
responsibility for climate change.
Read this report to learn more
about the Salish Sea, its cultural and
environmental significance, and the

Photo top: Salish Sea canoe gathering (Michael Wheatley),
above: Humpback whale (John E. Marriott),
Salish Sea canoe gathering (Michael Wheatley).

dangerous fossil fuel projects that
are knocking at its door – and find
out how you can help prevent this
amazing region from becoming a
carbon corridor.

HOW DO FOSSIL FUEL EXPORTS AFFECT THE SALISH SEA?

W

ith or without a spill, increased
shipping activity can take a
serious toll on marine ecosystems,
wildlife and communities along the
coast. When the products being
shipped are fossil fuels like coal, oil and
gas, the impacts are amplified because
burning these fuels contributes greatly
to global climate change.

Impacts on key wildlife
species

Increasing tanker traffic will disturb
the Salish Sea’s revered orca (killer)
whales – not even proponents of fossil
fuel export proposals can argue with
this fact. 3 The region’s resident orcas
were designated as “endangered” in
2001, and that status was reaffirmed
in 2008. 4
One major threat these whales face
within their critical habitat is humangenerated noise pollution – something
coal ships and oil tankers dramatically
increase. Underwater noise makes it
extremely difficult for orcas to detect
prey and communicate with each other,
both of which are key to their survival.
Government agencies in Canada and
the U.S. have identified activities like
industrial shipping as serious threats to
orcas. 5 There simply isn’t room in the
Salish Sea for healthy orca populations
and hundreds of new tankers.

Turning our oceans inTo
soda PoP

Photo: Harbour seal
on the BC coast
(John E. Marriott).

Ocean acidification is the process through which
oceans and seas absorb carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere, and it is increasing as a result of climate
change. Since the beginning of the Industrial
Revolution, when we started burning fossil fuels on a
large scale, our oceans have become 30 per cent more
acidic. This acid is a lower dose of the same substance
that makes our soda fizzy, and it prevents species such
as oysters, scallops, urchins and crabs from being able
6
to build shells and skeletons.

Threat to salmon:
The lifeblood of the coast
From start to finish, proposed fossil
fuel projects pose a grave threat to the
most ecologically, economically and
culturally important species in the Salish
Sea. Legendary runs of wild salmon have
supported complex food chains and
human communities in this region for
millennia.
These salmon spawn in rivers and
streams that flow into the Salish Sea –
including the Fraser River, the largest
salmon river in Canada. These vital
waterways could soon be crossed by
more pipelines and coal trains than ever
before. A single accident, either in sensitive
spawning areas or marine migration
corridors, would devastate the salmon
runs and the ecosystems, economies and
cultures that rely on them.

CONFRONTING COAL EXPORTS
IN METRO VANCOUVER

Photo: Sockeye salmon
(Dale Sanders).

B

urning coal for power is the
dirtiest form of energy on Earth
– any conversation about combating
climate change simply must include a
strategy to end coal-fired power. The
governments of Vancouver and BC talk
about the importance of clean energy,
but the province’s largest port, Port
Metro Vancouver, has been quietly
working to
increase
its export
capacity
and
become the
largest coal
exporter
in North
America.
Metro
Vancouver
Photo: Neptune terminal (Daniel J. Pierce).
is already
home to one of the continent’s busiest
coal shipping facilities: the Westshore
Terminal in Delta, BC now has the
capacity to transport a whopping 33
million tonnes per year.12 Port Metro
Vancouver also recently approved a
plan from North Vancouver’s Neptune
Terminal, to double its annual capacity

from 8.5 to 18.5 million tonnes.13
Another key component of the
region’s coal plans is the construction of
a new facility at the Fraser Surrey Docks,
specifically intended to handle dirty
thermal coal from the United States. From
here, barges would carry eight million
tonnes of uncovered coal annually to
Texada Island, where it would be loaded
onto freighters
and shipped
overseas.14 Further
south in the
Salish Sea, folks
in Washington
State are fighting
the proposed
Gateway Pacific
Terminal at Cherry
Point – a project
with an annual
coal export
capacity of 48 million tonnes.
If these two port proposals are
approved, the CO2 emissions from
burning coal that was shipped through
the Salish Sea will increase by about 113
million tonnes per year.15 To put that in
perspective, this is equivalent to just over
seven years’ worth of emissions from

Photo: Coastal sandpiper
(Jared Hobbs).

purposes such as making steel. Thermal coal, which is burned to generate power, is
17

much dirtier and has a far greater impact on climate change.

KINDER MORGAN’S PIPELINE AND TANKER PROPOSAL

K

greatly increase
the likelihood
of an accident.
The federal
government,
while boasting
of “world class”
oil spill response
systems, has gutted
Photo: Oil tankers near Vancouver (Creative commons).
essential response
250,000 litres (about 1500 barrels) of
services – even closing Vancouver’s Coast
oil shot out of the ground, soaking a
Guard base in 2013. What’s more, diluted
residential neighbourhood and seeping
bitumen is different than conventional
into Burrard Inlet. At least 50 homes had
oil, and experts are unsure how it would
to be evacuated.10
react if spilled in the marine environment.
In addition to spill risks, we have an
Recent studies have shown that it’s likely
even deeper responsibility to stop the
to sink when battered by ocean waves,
Kinder Morgan pipeline because of
making it far more difficult to clean up.9
The fact is, we’re not prepared for
its impact on climate change. A new
a major spill event, and just one large
pipeline along the Trans Mountain route
spill would have devastating
will fuel tar sands expansion in northern
a biT of HisTory…
environmental and economic
Alberta, supporting an industry that
Oil tankers first entered the Salish Sea in 1908,
consequences.
will continue to pump CO2 into the
although they were much smaller and carried far
On land, the existing pipeline
atmosphere for decades.
less oil than modern tankers. In 1953, the Trans
has a history of spills and leaks,
As the fights against other pipelines
Mountain Pipeline was built to supply three refineries
with conventional oil, which in turn would supply
including four separate incidents
like Keystone XL and Northern Gateway
domestic and foreign energy needs. In 2005,
in
2012
and
2013
alone.
The
most
reach a fever pitch, the tar sands industry
Houston-based pipeline company Kinder Morgan
purchased the Trans Mountain Pipeline, decided that
serious event occurred in 2007,
desperately needs doors through which
providing oil for domestic use should no longer be a
when
a
Burnaby
construction
crew
to move its product. The Salish Sea is
priority and began exporting more and more diluted
8
inadvertently hit the unmarked
a door to climate change that we can
bitumen from the tar sands via tanker.
pipeline with an excavator. Almost
slam shut.

OPPOSITION FROM
FIRST NATIONS ALONG
THE SALISH SEA

Tar sands oil: THe
dirTiesT on THe PlaneT
Tar sands, or bituminous sands, is a sticky,
tar-like substance from which bitumen can
be extracted. The extraction process uses
huge amounts of land, water and energy,
and is more energy intensive than other
forms of oil production. Once extracted,
the bitumen is still too thick to move
through pipelines, and must be mixed with
a "diluent" – a blend of hydrocarbons such
as natural gas and hazardous chemicals. The
mixture, diluted bitumen or dilbit, is what
companies like Kinder Morgan want to pump
11
to the west coast and load onto tankers.
Tar sands extraction has created a huge
environmental footprint in northern Alberta,
and operations there are linked to serious
human health and water quality impacts –
not to mention the destruction of valuable
boreal forest. Plus, scientific studies have
proven that dilbit is more difficult to contain
and clean up in the event of spill – a single
accident along pipeline or tanker routes in
BC could devastate surrounding ecosystems
and economies for decades.

Photo: Alberta tar sands (Garth Lenz).

Photo: Port Metro Vancouver coal protest (Alexis Stoymenoff).

Most of the coal produced in BC is metallurgical coal, which is used for industrial

Photo: Southern resident killer whales swimming by the port in Metro Vancouver (Isabelle Groc).

inder Morgan is touting its proposed
Trans Mountain Pipeline project as
an “expansion” of existing infrastructure.
The company has avoided describing
the project as what it really is: a brand
new pipeline (with capacity greater
than the proposed Enbridge Northern
Gateway Pipeline) that will cross hundreds
of rivers and streams, as well as First
Nations territories, parks, wetlands and
neighbourhoods before terminating
in Burnaby, BC.7 It will supply an
unprecedented number of oil tankers in
the Burrard Inlet, which will then navigate
the islands and crowded waterways of the
Salish Sea, passing alongside large coastal
cities like Vancouver and Victoria en route
to international markets.
This drastic jump in tanker traffic would

every vehicle
on the road
in BC.
These
coal port
proposals are
Photo: Coal train (Paul Anderson).
opposed by
CO2 emissions from burning the
local Indigenous peoples,
coal, as well as air-borne coal dust
concerned citizens, municipal
levels and navigational challenges
governments, health experts and
in the Salish Sea.16 Here in BC, Port
environmentalists on both sides
Metro Vancouver has dismissed
of the border. In addition to their
climate impacts and broader
contribution to climate change,
effects on the coal shipping route
these projects would bring a huge
as outside the scope of its review.
number of coal trains and barges
Banning thermal coal exports in
through populated areas, raising
the Salish Sea is essential if we’re
serious concerns over the impacts
serious about doing our part in
of coal dust pollution. Finally, the
the fight against climate change.
giant freighters that would service
the coal ports would
greatly increase traffic in
the Salish Sea’s marine
shipping routes.
After significant
public consultation in
Washington State, the
review of the Gateway
Pacific proposal is now
required to consider the
terminal’s impact on

Photo: Squamish and Tseil-Waututh Chiefs
sign the Save the Fraser Declaration
(Michael Wheatley).
Photo: Coastal sandpiper (n/a).

THe salisH sea region

T

he Salish Sea has been home to
Indigenous Coast Salish peoples
since time immemorial. They have
lived sustainably in this region for
generations, and their cultures and
traditions recognize the duty that
humans have as stewards of the
environment and resources. On
some fossil fuel export proposals
in the Salish Sea, the opposition
is led by Indigenous nations, who
cite concern over the impacts of
the proposals and their sacred
responsibility to defend their lands
and waters.
The fight against the Kinder
Morgan pipeline, for example, is
led by First Nations like the TsleilWaututh and Squamish. Leaders
from both communities have
signed onto the Save the Fraser
Declaration – joining over 130
First Nations in an Indigenous law
banning tar sands pipelines and
tankers from their territories.18
Representatives from these
nations have worked very hard to

spread the word about the risks and
impacts of Kinder Morgan’s pipeline
and tanker plans. In February 2014,
the Tsleil-Waututh, Musqueam and
Squamish First Nations in BC and the
Swinomish Indian Tribal Community,
Tulalip Tribes, Lummi Nation and
Suquamish Tribe in Washington
State all registered to intervene in
the project’s federal review process.
South of the border, the Lummi
Nation has also been a key player in
the fight to stop coal port expansion
along the Washington coast. To help
raise awareness about the issue,
Lummi carvers brought a symbolic
totem pole on a healing journey in
summer 2013, travelling from the
coal fields in Wyoming to TsleilWaututh territory in BC.19
All of us who oppose the
transformation of the Salish Sea
into a carbon corridor should
look up to this strong Indigenous
leadership, and work to
respectfully support Coast Salish
peoples in their efforts.

A VIBRANT BUT VULNERABLE
COASTAL ECONOMY

T

he same factors that jeopardize the
delicate ecology of the Salish Sea
also pose a threat to the region’s strong
coastal economy. Increased tanker
traffic, accidents, marine spills and
climate change all pose a risk to
industries like tourism, fisheries
and other activities. These sectors
employ thousands of people, generate
billions of dollars and contribute to the
generally high standard of living in the
Salish Sea.
Tourism is a powerhouse in BC’s
economy, contributing $6.5 billion to
the province’s gross domestic product
(GDP) in 2011 – 23 per cent more than
it did a decade earlier.20 The Salish Sea
is an integral part of the BC tourism

more fossil fuel ProjeCts, less DemoCrACy

Public involvement in decisions on major projects has long been a valuable part of
Canadian democracy. Unfortunately, new federal policies have shifted us toward a review
system that ensures far less public input. In 2012, Ottawa passed a piece of legislation
known as “Bill C-38”, introduced in the form of a 425-page omnibus budget bill. Bill C-38
contained frightening changes to Canada’s environmental laws and review processes,
including:
• New restrictions on who is eligible to participate in reviews for energy projects,
such as pipelines

industry, which is dependent on a clean,
safe coastline and a stable climate.
Fishing, a backbone of BC’s economy
for decades, still generates hundreds
of millions of dollars annually, and
provides thousands of jobs in coastal
communities.21
Not only do these industries
generate dollars and jobs – in many
cases, more dollars and jobs than
fossil fuel export projects – they are
not based on finite resources like coal
or tar sands. They don’t fuel boreal
forest destruction in northern Alberta,
or open-pit mining in the western
U.S. And they don’t expand fossil fuel
markets and lock us into a reckless
future as a climate change facilitator.

• Drastic weakening of laws that protect critical fish habitat
• New rules limiting federal investigation into the impacts of large energy projects

22

A ChoiCe for our Communities:
ClimAte DestruCtion or A CleAner future?

The Salish Sea, a densely populated marine region, is highly susceptible to the impacts of a
warming atmosphere and oceans. Increased carbon emissions fuel a warmer, wetter climate,
one that feeds more frequent and more intense storms. Combined with rising sea levels
and less predictable weather patterns, these extreme events threaten coastal communities,
homes and businesses.
Given how much risk climate change poses to the Salish Sea, we should strive to be
leaders in fighting it – innovating solutions for a cleaner, safer future, not clinging to outdated
and dirty fossil fuel industries.
People from across the Salish Sea are stepping up to stop climate change and protect this
special place. But the impact of these fossil fuel plans doesn’t stop on the west coast; what
happens in this region will affect all Canadians, as well as global efforts to halt climate change.
It’s time to show the world that Canada is serious about environmental justice and
tackling climate change – and saving the Salish Sea is a great place to start.

For more info, maps and campaign updates, visit:

SalishSeaAction.org
Photo top: Hornby Island (Michael Wheatley),
above left: Pacific great blue heron
(Jared Hobbs), above right: Killer whale in
Johnstone Strait (Don Johnston).

TAKE ACTION

It’s time to Save the Salish Sea from becoming a highway to runaway
climate change. Please write to the Premier of BC and insist that the
province must:
• Do everything in its power to stop new tar sands and thermal coal export
infrastructure in the Salish Sea
• Conduct a Health Impact Assessment regarding huge amounts of U.S.
thermal coal and tar sands oil passing through our communities, including
the impact of climate change on our health
• Apply BC’s Carbon Tax to any fossil fuels that are exported through BC

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Premier of British Columbia
PO Box 9041, Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC, V8W 9E1
250-387-1715
250-387-0087
Premier@gov.bc.ca

YES

Photo: Coast Salish Welcoming totem
at Ambleside Park (Michael Wheatley).
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PROPOSED MAYNE ISLAND REPLACEMENT FIREHALL

APPARATUS BAY

Schematic of proposed replacement firehall for Mayne Island. Adminstration, training and support areas
in front, apparatus bay behind. For a more accurate understanding of comparative sizes, consult floor
plan to the left, Story below left. Referendum on April 19, see advertisement on page 3.

this marine environment in the hope that
Canadians can see for themselves what is at
stake along the central coast of British
Columbia.’
His next film: ‘Part #6 Kitimat—Traditional
Estuary versus Supertanker Port’ coming soon.

ROUND THE ISLANDS from page 2
,identifying critical habitats such as eel grass
beds and existing or potential forage fish
beaches. We have also produced new
educational materials that explain why island
shorelines need ongoing careful stewardship
and we're looking forward to sharing it all with
the community.
North Pender Community Stewardship
Day is an opportunity to learn more about the
challenges we face, to celebrate our successes
and to examine what can be done to encourage
ongoing voluntary stewardship all year round.”
The Community Stewardship Fair, which
opens at 1pm upstairs at the community hall,
will feature exhibits by: Shaw Ocean Discovery
Centre; Habitat Acquisition Trust; BC Coastal
Clean-up Campaign; BC Shore Spawners
Alliance; Islands Trust Fund; Pender Island
Conservancy Association; Pender Island Field
Naturalists and the Pender Islands Trust
Protection Society.
South Pender Island local trustee Mike
Jones will also be on hand to demonstrate a
new shoreline component of the Islands
Trust’s popular internet-based Map-It
application, which was developed for the South
Pender Local Trust Committee.
Guest speaker Biologist Ramona de Graaf
will present ‘More Than Just a Pretty Beach’,
about local beaches as habitat for forage fish
and their role in supporting iconic species such
as salmon and orca. At 3 pm, Islands Trust
Council Chair Sheila Malcolmson will present
‘Salish Sea Shorelines Under Threat’, which
outlines Islands Trust Council concerns about
increased tanker traffic and potential oil spills.
‘Our shorelines are what define us as an
island community,’ added Gary Steeves North
Pender Local Trustee,’They deserve to be
protected and I am proud to be part of a
community that takes stewardship seriously.
We are hoping everyone will find a way to
participate in what promises to be a great day.
Whether it’s cleaning a beach in the morning
or coming to hear the guest speakers and see
the exhibits in the afternoon, there are many
opportunities to participate.’
The day wraps up at 4pm with closing
remarks by the North Pender Island local
trustees. All events are free and everyone is
welcome.
To volunteer to clean a beach please call
Trinette Prior at 250-629-2213. For
information about the Stewardship Fair
contact Ken Hancock at 250-629-6610 or Gary
Steeves at 250-629-3595.

Mayne Firehall
Mayne is trying again for folks to agree,
through a referendum, to build a replacement
firehall, see ad page 3. Community work on
this has been going on since the early ’90s!
1994: Fire Commissioner’s Report listed
requirements: upgrade fire hall for seismic
loading; a complete outdoor training area,
including tower, hydrant and drafting pit; and
establishment of a long term development plan
for growth with the community.
1995: First engineering report and quote
for seismic upgrades required.
1999: Firehall water storage upgraded and
tower re-configured.
2000-2005: Various proposals and
reports regarding seismic upgrades,
renovations, etc. Lean-to for shelter of fire

tender built.
2005: Ad Hoc Committee formed.
Engineers 2005 Study & Report stated: The
fire hall ‘will likely be unable to resist the forces
of a moderate earthquake without collapse’
2006: CRD recommended all emergency
responding agencies be housed ‘under one roof’
(Fire, Police, Emergency Program, etc).
2006-2009: Public Meetings, Requests
for Proposals, development of a design to meet
all
requirements, including CRD
recommendation. Design, plan and proposal
for new hall developed and presented to public.
2009 September: Referendum prepared
to borrow $4,216,000 to construct new fire
hall, however the referendum was cancelled by
the Mayne Island Improvement District, due
to concerns about bank supplied mortgage
costs.
2009: WorkSafeBC report lists hazardous
working conditions in fire hall—electrical
hazards, overhead hazards, crowded aisles,
trip, slip and fall hazards.
2010: Task Force established to obtain
public input, study requirements, and obtain
detailed cost estimates to bring another
proposal for replacing firehall to referendum.
New designs, costs, cash flows, etc obtained,
and proposal for new fire hall presented to
public.
2011
March:
Referendum
for
$3,400,000 to construct new fire hall was
defeated. In August, an outside audit
requested. Report confirmed a new firehall was
needed. In November, a new building
committee formed with members invited from
public.
2012 March: Proposals for metal building
‘shell’ costs received from three companies.
Several proposals and suggestions studied
throughout 2012.
2013 April: Requests for Design & Budget
Proposals put out to three firms. August to
November: refinement of design, design and
contractor chosen. In December: tax method
chosen, tentative Ministry approval for the
capital project obtained.
2014 Feb & March: Public Information
meeting, brochure published, Information on
websites, Referendum date set, and
appointment of Returning Officer. Public
Information meeting.
Now its time to vote!

Oxymoron? Beautiful Video
About Tarsands?
Errington independent filmmaker Richard
Boyce has another amazing video ready to
view: Coastal Tarsands ‘Part #5 Kayak into a
Wilderness Worth Protecting’. It ready for you
at : www.CoastalTarSands.ca. The earlier parts
of this journey can also be viewed.
Richard says, ‘The final stages of our kayak
expedition investigating some of the channels
and islands the Enbridge Corporation deleted
in it’s massive Nation-wide Television
Advertising Campaign. Paddling a kayak
allows a close-up and personal look at the
coastal waters, at the epicenter of the Northern
Gateway Pipeline proposal by the Enbridge
Corporation. An opportunity to reflect on the
reality of this incredible place before the spill.
Exploring beaches where people of the Gitga’at
First Nation have being living for many
millennia. This is a first hand exploration of

Nettle Time
Stinging nettles are among the first edible
plants to spring from the ground in the Pacific
Northwest year. The Galiano Club’s
Community Food Program will be holding its
7th Nettlefest on Saturday April 5. The nettle
picking starts at 11am, bring your baskets,
clippers and gloves to carpool from the South
Community Hall. The cooking starts at the hall
kitchen at 11:30am. Volunteers will be making
nettle bread and soup which you can eat at the
potluck dinner at 5:30pm. What a spring tonic!
The Galiano Community Food Program is
also holding another spot of nettlery the
following weekend. This paying weekend
includes three workshops: Introduction to
Nettle Foraging with Herbalist Dora
Fitzgerald, Wild Kitchen—Nettle Cooking with
Alison Colwell, and Nettle Crafting Workshop
with Naturalist Cedana Bourne. To learn more
call Alison, 250-539-2363.
LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that James Albert
Johnston and Barbara L ynn
Melosky have applied to
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Region
for a Speciﬁc Permission –
Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown land located at
Salt Spring Island/ vicinity of
Houston Passage.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1414176.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations at
142–2080
Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed
to:
Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until May 2nd, 2014.
MFLNRO may not be able to
consider comments r eceived
after this date.
Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applicati
onPosting/index.jsp for more
information.
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations r egional
ofﬁce.in Nanaimo

Sand Dabs On A Bed Of Nettles
Here’s a Brian Crumblehulme recipe from
Island Tides archives. (Use the search box at
the bottom of Island Tides homepage,
www.islandtides.com, to find lots of articles
about nettles on our website.)
Prep time 30 minutes, Cooking time 20
minutes: 3 Tbls butter, 1 cup chopped onion, 1
clove chopped garlic, 1 large bunch fresh nettle
tops, salt, pepper & nutmeg to taste, 2 cups
water and/or white wine, 1⁄2 tsp corn starch or
rice flour, 1⁄2 cup heavy cream, 1⁄4 cup vegetable
oil, 1 beaten egg, 1⁄2 cup corn meal.
Melt the butter in a saucepan, add the onion
and garlic and fry gently until transparent. Add
the nettles, spices and water and simmer
gently for about ten minutes. Add the
cornstarch and blend until smooth, then add
the cream. Keep warm.
Meanwhile: heat the oil in a large skillet. Pat
dry 8 sand dab fillets or 4 sole fillets, dip in the
beaten egg, coat with corn meal, and cook in
the hot oil for two minutes only. Turn and fry
for a further minute. Drain and serve
immediately on the nettle sauce.
For a early spring lunch on the patio, you
can pretend it’s really warm, serve with thick
fresh-buttered slices of bread and a spring
salad and follow with a cup of hot tea. 0

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that Peri Mehling
and Ian Bruce have applied to
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Region
for a Speciﬁc Permission –
Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown land located at
Saltspring Island/ vicinity of
Satellite Channel.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1414185.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations at
142–2080
Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed
to:
Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until April 28, 2014.
MFLNRO may not be able to
consider comments r eceived
after this date.
Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applicati
onPosting/index.jsp for more
information.
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations r egional
ofﬁce.in Nanaimo

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Walter John
Madro has applied to Ministry
of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource
Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Region
for a Speciﬁc Permission –
Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown land located at
Saltspring Island/ vicinity of
Ganges Harbour.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1414192.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations at
142–2080
Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed
to:
Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until May 4 2014 .
MFLNRO may not be able to
consider comments r eceived
after this date.
Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applicati
onPosting/index.jsp for more
information.
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations r egional
ofﬁce.in Nanaimo
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St. Mary Lake Water Quality: An Overview
By Ron Stepaniuk, District Manager North Salt Spring Waterworks District

St. Mary Lake is Salt Spring’s largest single
water source holding some 14.7 million
cubic meters of water (at 40.0m elevation).
Considered a critical island resource, St. Mary
is designated a multi-use lake providing
drinking water, fishing and recreational use
for island residents and visitors alike.
A shared resource, the North Salt Spring
Waterworks District (NSSWD) alone withdraws
nearly ~85 million imperial gallons (2013)
or ~385 million litres annually, while the
Fernwood Highland Water District, resorts
and many lakeside residents also withdraw
water and enjoy recreational activities on
and around the lake.

Decades of Concern
Since as far back as the 1970s, the water
quality of St. Mary has been a concern to
NSSWD, the Ministry of the Environment,
island residents and many others. A 1975
water quality report described the level of
algal growth and hypolimnetic oxygen
depletion as symptoms of a “eutrophic” lake.
“Cultural Eutrophication” is a term used by
scientists to describe the negative impacts
on lake water quality due to human activities
such as land development, recreational
activities, road maintenance, logging and
farming. These activities can lead to increased
nutrients levels and excessive algal growth
in lakes. At one time or another, all these
activities have been carried out within the
St. Mary watershed and some continue today.
However, natural conditions such as extreme
rainfall events, watershed topography and
types of ground cover, water temperature,
water chemistry, lake morphometry (form),
wind and airborne deposits all affect water
quality to some degree as well. In addition,
with a surface area of 182 hectares and a
watershed drainage area of only 525 hectares,
depending on the amount of rainfall in a
given year St. Mary has a very low flushing
rate. This means that any nutrients deposited
in the lake often stay in the lake for a long
time, further impacting water quality. Our
longer, hotter summers, due to changing
climate patterns, also impact water quality
by promoting algal growth. These conditions
may particularly favour the “algal toxin”
producing “cyanobacteria” which have been
dominant over the past number of years.
All these elements combined have
created a challenging situation for a
water purveyor such as NSSWD. A more
sophisticated water treatment plant is the
only way to consistently meet BCs’ water
quality standards and regulations.

www.islandtides.com

Weather station at St. Mary Lake

DAF Meets the Challenge
Without a treatment process such as
Dissolved Air Flotation (DAF) that can
remove both suspended and dissolved
organic material, the finished water will
develop “Disinfection By-Products” when
combined with the chlorine added for
disinfection. The Canadian Guidelines for
Drinking Water Quality set the standards
for disinfection by-products such as
Trihalomethanes and Haloacetic acids.
At times, during heavy algal blooms, levels
of these disinfection by-products in the
District’s St. Mary system have exceeded
those standards. As chlorine must be used to
ensure the water is free of harmful bacteria,

the only way to reduce levels of disinfection
by-products is to remove the organic matter
from the water.
The “Taste and Odour” associated with
drinking water from St. Mary Lake is also
due to the high levels of algae and organics
in the water and the chlorine required
for adequate disinfection. The DAF water
treatment process removes not only
organics but also algal cells. Once these
substances have been removed, less chlorine
will be required for disinfection and the
taste and odour of the finished water will be
significantly improved.

Turbidimeter

Water Quality Specialist,
Meghan McKee
preparing samples
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Frequently Asked Questions

Managing the Lake and the Watershed
Many agencies are involved in the
management of the lake and watershed.
The District, the Capital Regional District,
the Ministry of Environment, the Ministry
of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource
Operations, the Islands Trust, the Salt Spring
Island Watershed Protection Authority
(SSIWPA), the Salt Spring Water Council, the
Salt Spring Water Preservation Society and
many concerned residents have worked and
continue to work to improve water quality in
St. Mary and other island lakes.
As a water supplier, the District does not
have the authority to protect the lake and its
watershed. However, the District does have the
responsibility to supply potable water and the
water treatment plant will enable the District to
meet that responsibility now and in the future
regardless of the state of St. Mary Lake.
In 2009 NSSWD installed an updated
aeration system in an attempt to prevent or
at least reduce algal blooms. A ban on gas
motors on the lake has been in effect for over
20 years. A watershed management plan
has been developed but implementation is
challenging due to the multi-jurisdictional
nature of watersheds.
While efforts continue, solutions are a long
way off at this time and improvements in the
lake will not eliminate the requirement for a
new water treatment plant for the district’s
ratepayers. To ensure all public water supplies
meet the legislated requirements of the
Drinking Water Protection Act, Island Health
developed performance targets and standards
for all drinking water systems that use surface
water as a source. As a result, a new water
treatment plant would be required for the St.
Mary Lake system regardless of improvements
in the condition of the lake. By law, all surface
water sources need adequate treatment and
disinfection even if the lake is healthy.
This is the second in a series of planned articles.
Coming next “A Dissolved Air Floatation Water (DAF)
Treatment Plant Will Greatly Improve Treated Water
Quality from St. Mary Lake” and “An Overview of the
New Plant’s Design and Footprint”

Q.
A.

Why not start using Maxwell Lake?

Q.
A.

Why didn’t the aerators fix the lake?

Q.
A.

Why were the aerators turned off?

Q.
A.

What else is the North Salt Spring Waterworks District going to do to fix the lake?

Maxwell Lake is about a quarter the size of St. Mary Lake so it cannot supply
enough water to be a sustainable solution.
Because Maxwell is a surface water source, drinking water from Maxwell also
requires adequate treatment and disinfection per the 4-3-2-1 Policy of Island Health.
Eventually, upgraded treatment facilities will be required for the Maxwell system
as well. In addition, to increase withdrawal from Maxwell, large infrastructure
improvements would be necessary such as additional storage and larger water mains.

The aerators alone were not designed to “fix” the lake, but rather to help
improve water quality. To permanently improve water quality, reduce nutrient
loading, and prevent algal blooms in the long term, a variety of activities must be
implemented as part of a comprehensive watershed management plan.
The purpose of the aerators is to prevent phosphorus in lake sediments from
being released back into the water during periods of anoxia (little or no oxygen).
Algae need phosphorus to grow so limiting phosphorus can help prevent algal
blooms. Phosphorus bound in the bottom sediments is not in a form plants can
use. However, when the lake becomes stratified during the summer months, the
hypolimnion (bottom layer) does not mix with the top layer. Over time, oxygen
becomes depleted in the hypolimnion. When this happens, phosphorus is released
from the sediment back into the water where it can be used to fuel algal growth. By
putting oxygen into the bottom layer of the lake, the aerators can help prevent this
release of phosphorus.
The aerators cannot address other potential sources of phosphorus such as
septic systems or runoff into the lake. Source water protection should always be the
first step in protecting drinking water quality and public health but optimizing the
treatment processes and distribution system operations are also critical.

Although St Mary Lake has been troubled by algal blooms for decades, the
multi-jurisdictional nature of watersheds and a lack of authority over the lake at a
local level have made remediation efforts challenging. Aeration was recommended,
so NSSWD took the initiative to install the aerators which was the only remediation
of this type that a local organization could implement.
The aerators were turned off in July 2013 because, although they were
functioning as designed, they were unable to maintain oxygen levels in the bottom
of the lake due to the massive oxygen demand created by the dying algal bloom.

The District cannot fix the lake. However, for many years, the District has
worked with government agencies, non-profits, community groups and concerned
citizens to monitor and manage St. Mary Lake. The District has been monitoring
water quality, quantity and climate at St. Mary since the 1970s. This continuous and
long-term data record is extremely valuable for studying the lake and deciding how
to best manage it in the future. Recently, District staff and Trustees have worked
closely with the Salt Spring Island Watershed Protection Authority (SSIWPA) to
help establish integrated watershed management and protection. The District will
continue to support efforts to improve the overall health of St. Mary.

Q. Will the new treatment plant remove algal toxins?
A. Yes. The DAF process will physically remove algal cells and any toxins that are
contained within those cells. Toxins that are outside the cells will be destroyed by
chemical oxidation.
During the 2011-2013 bloom, toxins in the raw water were destroyed by
chlorine. Chlorine alters the chemical structure of the toxins and renders them
harmless. However, this process required higher concentrations of chlorine than
are typically used to disinfect water and resulted in taste and odour problems as
well as increased disinfection by-products. The new treatment process will enable
toxin destruction through use of a more effective chemical oxidant, potassium
permanganate, thereby minimizing those problems.

Q.
A.

Will the new plant remove Cryptosporidium and Giardia parasites?

Q.
A.

Will the new treatment plant remove turbidity?

Yes. The DAF process can help to remove these microscopic parasites from treated
water by physically removing their cells. Although chlorine is not effective, exposure to
ultraviolet (UV) light has been shown to be very effective against these parasites. For this
reason, the new treatment process will also include primary disinfection using UV light.

Yes. Turbidity is a measure of the clarity or cloudiness of water caused by
suspended particles. The DAF process is very effective at reducing turbidity.
Coupled with filtration, the DAF process will provide extremely clear water that is
suitable for disinfection by Ultra Violet light.
Please visit our website at www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca for more
information about the District.

www.islandtides.com
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Canada’s success depends on municipal infrastructure investments
David Suzuki

C

anada's federal government recently announced $14 billion in
new funding to help municipalities repair and replace aging
infrastructure, such as roads, bridges, sewer lines, energy
production and distribution systems, and subways and other public
transit. About $1 billion is dedicated to smaller communities, but most
of the funding will target urban areas, which makes sense.
Despite being a vast land of mountains, forests and ice, Canada is
an urban nation. Over 80% of us live in large centres like Montreal,
Toronto and Calgary, as well as rapidly growing communities like
Regina, Surrey and Markham. This increasing concentration of people
in cities is consistent with rapid urbanization over the whole planet.
Now more than half the world's population resides in urban megaregions—and these are increasingly driving the global economy.
Over 60% of world GDP is generated in just 600 cities. This includes
international financial hubs like New York City and London, but also
emerging powerhouse markets in the developing world, such São Paulo
and Mexico City, as well as Guangzhou, Tianjin and other urban centres
in China. According to a study by CIBC World Markets, the Greater
Toronto Area accounts for about a fifth of Canada's total economic
activity, though prairie cities like Regina are emerging as the country's
new economic tigers.
Although many Canadian cities are booming, their ability to survive
and thrive in today's hyper-connected, globalized economy depends on
being competitive enough to attract investment and acquire and retain
skilled workers from around the globe. And to really flourish, municipal
centres need infrastructure. As noted in a Federation of Canadian
Municipalities study, ‘Our small businesses need quality roads and
bridges to deliver goods and services. Our workers need fast, efficient
public transit to connect them to new jobs. And our companies need
access to affordable housing and high-quality community services,
from libraries to hockey rinks, to recruit skilled workers."
With climate change impacts increasing, cities must also invest in
storm-water management systems, including green infrastructure such
as trees, shrubs, bioswales and engineered wetlands.
Unfortunately, Canadian municipalities lack the fiscal tools to
generate the billions of dollars needed each year to maintain and
expand essential infrastructure. Though they retain only a paltry eight

cents of every tax dollar paid in Canada, municipalities must cover 60
per cent of the cost of their infrastructure. And though a portion of taxes
paid at gas pumps is dedicated to municipal infrastructure through the
federal Gas Tax Fund, maintenance costs are increasingly being
downloaded onto citizens through user fees, road tolls and transit fare
increases.
Starving Canadian cities of cash further increases the nation's
municipal infrastructure deficit—which already stood at $123 billion
in 2007. And Canadians feel the pain every day, in the form of
crumbling roads, mind-numbing and wasteful traffic jams and
deteriorating bus, subway and streetcar services. A survey of urban
experts and other 'city-builders' by engineering firm Siemens concluded
that poor public transit is the Achilles, heel of urban development and
is keeping many Canadian cities from achieving greatness.
The problem is, unlike many European and American counterparts,
Canadian cities don't have dedicated and sustained federal funding for
core infrastructure needs, most notably public transit. For example,
Toronto currently ranks 15th out of 21 large global cities on per capita
investment in public transit - well behind sixth-placed New York City,
which spends twice as much. And Canada is the only country in the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development without a
national transit strategy.
The failure to address transit funding - for capital and operational
costs—has left residents in Toronto and its surrounding suburbs
spending more time battling congestion to get to and from work than
commuters in any other North American city. The Toronto Board of
Trade estimates this costs the Greater Toronto Area economy $6 billion
a year in lost productivity.
Canada's growing cities have suffered from political indifference and
inaction for too long. It's all about priorities, and building world-class
cities through federal investments in much-needed infrastructure
should be at the top of the list.
Ottawa's funding announcement offers an opportunity to rectify the
historical imbalance in political priorities. Investing in municipal
infrastructure will ensure that our cities succeed in a global economy.
Article by David Suzuki with contributions from Faisal Moola, Suzuki
Foundation, Director General, Ontario and Northern Canada. 0

NORTH ISLAND NEWS from page 5
project that the Premier had to back down and
cancel his contract, within a day.
We have been discussing a number of bills
in the Legislature—from increasing the
regulation of off-road vehicles, to increasing the
ability of people to contribute to pension plans.
The week also saw the introduction of the much
anticipated Water Sustainability Act, which will
completely overhaul the century-old Water Act.
We are also into the period when we do the
detailed examination of the budget. Much of
this week was devoted to the Ministry of
Forests. I asked the Minister whether he would
meet with Chief, Council and elders of the
Kwakiutl First Nation, to try to break the
impasse between them and Island Timberlands
which has led to a demonstration of nearly two
months. He has refused. I still await an answer
from the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs.
I also asked the Minister about the
government’s policy about conservation and
hunting of wolves on Vancouver Island.
Unfortunately the BC Liberals have cut the
Conservation Service so severely that there is
no ability to truly determine the number of
wolves on Vancouver Island or nearby islands.
At the beginning of the week I joined Adrian
Dix, opposition leader, in meetings in Campbell
River. He came to the city to talk with workers
from New Horizons senior care-home who
have been laid off by the new owners; teachers
and members of the school district; and to
others. He was highlighting the BC Liberal’s
policies which undermine public education and
public healthcare. We see the direct results in
Campbell River, with numerous classes where
there are simply too many special needs
students and in the unfolding social calamity at
New Horizons. 0

LETTERS from page 6
province a second thought. They may even
broaden their horizons and research how other
countries utilize their resources to provide the
basic needs of their citizens. Especially when
we have a small population in the second
largest country in the world with a wealth of
resources most others can only dream of.
As the Opposition, it is your responsibility
to be critical of government when needed. The
NDP are good at it. We have an ultraconservative province which makes the task of
actually winning an election and surviving
more than one term daunting indeed.

One thing that should be critically clear is
that the modus operandi is not working.
Possibly the party should take some direction
from the voters on the street. When asked,
‘Who will you vote for?’ The answer is almost
always, ‘What is the use, they are all the same.’
Another difficulty is that fundamental change
is almost impossible and unless you are willing
to tackle this and the myriad problems facing
this province in an aggressive and challenging
way—giving voters a real change—you can look
forward to another century as opposition.
Where are leaders like WAC Bennett and Dave
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Barrett when we need them?
After a lifetime of support—I am still a
Social Democrat—I have finally decided that
the NDP are not the instruments of change. My
last efforts were contacting the leader of the BC
NDP Party, the Leader of the Opposition, and
the NDP ferries critic asking for the NDP policy
regarding the BC Ferries fiasco. Because I
never received the courtesy of a reply I can only
assume the NDP does not have one. It is one
thing to be critical but it must be accompanied
by an alternative and how would you fix it.
William H Walton, Denman Island

hope so! Maybe that could make for some new
opportunities for young people to move to our
islands!
Gordon Ashacker, Lasqueti Island

Courts Not Judicious

Dear Editor:
One reason for conflict between the
government and BC teachers is due to the
courts. Teachers won a decision by the BC
court that the government broke the law by
dumping the contract secured by the previous
government. But the court also ruled the
government could continue the crime to secure
an agreement.
Ferries - From A Very
It is unlikely a judge would decide a
Different Angle
convicted dope dealer can keep dealing until he
Dear Editor:
pays off his car loan.
With one more reader's letter pleading to stop
Many complain about the courts failure to
BC Ferries route cuts, I just had to chime in.
protect society from criminals released from
In case it isn’t already obvious to some, I
our jails. Nevertheless the rates of these
hate to break it to you all, but the age of vehicle particular crimes are declining, indicating
ferries on the Georgia Strait is coming to an
compassion does make us all a little safer.
end. The business model of ferrying people
On the other hand, when obvious criminal
around in their cars is failing. Good riddance, I actions are either ignored, or in the case of
say, but to those still attached to their vehicles, teachers, actually permitted by the courts, we
I suppose that this news will be upsetting.
all suffer.
The alternative? Fast catamaran,
Inability to prosecute company owners
passenger-only ferries. Surely anyone, with a whose trains derail or sawmills explode due to
few moments thought, can see the advantages: their failure to follow required safety guidelines
Faster, quieter, more frequent service, burning is far more dangerous than the odd drunk
vastly less fuel, and travelling point to point to driver. Cleanup of the Gail Shea Oil Spill by a
where people actually want to embark and
Norwegian tanker in Squamish estuary is being
disembark. (Downtown Victoria to Downtown contested in BC courts while the company
Vancouver anyone?) Much smaller terminals, continues building fish farms that spread
much better service, and directly connected to diseases to our wild salmon. A three-year court
the best public transportation hubs.
battle over government employees giving
No matter what side of the political or
inside information on the sale of BC Rail
environmental divide you sit on, this is the new resulted in taxpayer¹s forking out a $6 million
reality, and it will arrive sooner than you think. fine and all court costs.
Peak oil, ferry cost escalation, and future
It’s difficult to determine in these cases
problems with our pensions guarantee that
which is more unjust, the criminals or the
passenger ferries will be our future.
courts.
Until then, it is route cuts and big deficits.
Jim Erkiletian, Nanaimo 0
Will this lead to property value deflation? I sure

If you wish you had been reading Island

Tides for years — you still can! Visit our
online archive at ww.islandtides.com.
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Value of physician services unclear

Photo: Jim Hebert

Over 1,000 ferry-community citizens gathered on the Legislature lawn to protest ferry service cuts, many travelling
long distances on ferries to get there. ʻFerries are highways,ʼ they say. Apart from the seriousness of the situation
to livelihoods, property values, and way-of-life it was a joyous meeting of like-minded people.

BC Auditor General Russ Jones has published a new report,
‘Oversight of Physician Services’. The report shows that
government cannot demonstrate that physician services are
high quality or that compensation for those services offers the
best value for taxpayers.
The audit findings show that the way physicians are paid may
not be linked to the best patient outcomes or achieving value for
money. Fee-For-Service, the main way physicians are paid, is
based on the type of service and the number of patients seen.
The report indicates that government needs to pay the right
price for the right service. For example, fees for services that
significantly improve a patient's quality of life are not
necessarily higher than fees that do not. Fee-For-Service also
restricts physicians from working in teams with other health
care professionals, which has been shown to improve patient
satisfaction and access.
The report contains six recommendations to improve the
oversight of physician services including clarifying the roles and
accountabilities of the entities involved with physician services
and rebuilding the physician compensation model so that it
aligns with the delivery of high-quality, cost effective physician
services. 0

Defending marine highways - Priscilla Ewbank

O

n March 11, the Defend our Marine
Highways rally stood in front of the BC
Legislature buildings while, inside—as
we listened to rally speakers—Minister of
Transportation Todd Stone was addressing the
Legislature speaking about the coastal ferry
sailing cuts and fare increases.
Outside, you could be touched by the
passion and respectfulness displayed by coastal
people in the face of the current government’s
disrespect for our lives and livelihoods. You
could chuckle with the wit, wisdom, and
playfulness out on the lawn in the sunshine—
‘We need a Ferry Godmother!’, ‘Experience--Indifference’, ‘BC Ferries-Pirates of the Salish
Sea!’, ‘Grimm Ferry Tales’.
You could also laugh and cry at the idiocy
and absurdity of the BC Government’s
‘business’ ferry policy, not based on any impact
studies on the communities affected.
I looked with love and pride at the 26
Saturna Islanders of every political stripe and
age—from 90 to newborn—who informed
themselves, got onto the Mayne Queen in the
morning dark, made and carried signs and
banners, wondering all along if participating
would make a difference.
It was comforting and inspiring to see
people from Quadra, Gabriola, Read, Pender,
Mayne, Denman, Hornby, lower Sunshine
Coast, Texada and Powell River standing
together in support of our Island lives—
ecological, cultural and economic.
We found powerful support and energy
amongst us. Almost all Islands Trustees were
there as well as many members of the Ferry
Advisory Committee. During the rally, Stephen
Hume, Vancouver Sun columnist, who has
recently written fact-filled columns with
insightful and thought-provoking conclusions,
was being interviewed, there and then, by

Mark Forsyth, CBC noon-show host.
The organizers of Defend our Marine
Highways did a splendid job in gathering
speakers to inform, encourage and entertain
the assembled. The Raging Grannies, Valdy
and other musicians kept the event
lighthearted. That ball of fire, North Island
MLA Clare Trevena, who is Opposition critic
for transportation, led off the speakers. Saanich
North & The Islands’ MLA Gary Holman,
Saanich-Gulf Islands’ MP Elizabeth May, Chair
of the Islands Trust Sheila Malcomson,
Victoria Mayor Dean Fortin, BC Federation of
Labour’s Jim Sinclair, and President of the BC
Ferry and Marine Workers Union Chris Abbott
all did a brilliant job of giving us facts and
figures and BC Ferry/BC government history
that emphasizes how much we coastal
residents actually pay for our under-subsidized
ferry infrastructure, what actual costs are and
what percentages they have increased and
what the BC govenment has said it is doing and
what it actually has done.

The ‘Takeaway’ Is…
1. We ferry riders hugely cover our
transportation costs like no other in the world
and there is no comparison to the tiny amount
paid by users of land transit versus its
government subsidies.
2. We need infrastructure funding—not
subsidies—we are not beggars in this province
we want fair rates and access. We are providing
a huge amount of the BC taxbase and actively
participating in sustaining and building
tourism.
3. Right now our basic livelihoods are at
stake, whether in active day-to-day business
like stores, lumberyards, B&B’s, cafés, tour
guiding companies; or through the equity that
we have built up over many years while
investing in our communities through building

• harvesting systems
• design • installation
• service
VISIT NEW WEBSITE!

1.888.296.8059
www.wintonhomes.ca
Spring Special - Save up to 12%!

our homes and our businesses. The value of
our businesses and the property value of our
homes has dropped like a stone while those in
Victoria and Vancouver have risen or remained
high. The ability to reasonably access our
homes and businesses in the same way that we
did when we started or bought these financial
pieces of our lives, is being removed for
ideological reasons by the BC Government.
No one wants to buy in to our communities
with this lowered level of transportation and
this lack of security from rising fares and
service cuts.
4. In 2003, the Coastal Ferry Act was
mooted to remove government (political)
interference in BC Ferries. In contravention of
even this Act, the provincial government is
calling the shots and directing BC Ferries Inc.
5. Feed the economy, fund ferries: these
cuts and increases are affecting all of BC. Those
tourists who can no longer ride from Port
Hardy to Bella Coola spending money in a wide
circle that ends up in Victoria or Vancouver.

BOB BURGESS

250-246-2155

bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com

This is a collective BC loss.

Christy Clark Told Like It Is
You could have heard a pin drop while an
excerpt from a 2008 interview was played;
erstwhile CKNW radioshow host (now
premier) Christy Clark interviewing Ferry
Advisory Chair Tony Law and Strathcona
Regional Director Jim Abram about increases
to ferry fares and scheduling cuts. In her
chirpy, radio voice she was ridiculing the
BCLiberal government for thinking that
cutting sailings and increasing fares would
make BCFerries more profitable.
Right there we heard all of our observations
and arguments, coming from her own
mouth—just a few short years ago!
Listen to the revealing clip at:
www.bcmarinehighway.org/2014/03/13/christy
-clark-how-2008-cknw-audio/. Thanks to all

who came and to all who have put in long
hours of work in support of putting our ferries
back into provincially funded infrastructure. 0

CREATING JOBS
AND OPPORTUNITIES

ECONOMIC ACTION PLAN 2014
works by controlling spending and putting Canada
on the road to balanced budgets in 2015.
Balancing the budget protects our economy and keeps
it strong. Economic Action Plan 2014* includes proposed
investments in things that matter to Canadians like:
• Enhanced broadband internet service for rural
and Northern Canadians

BUY | RAISE | MOVE | LEVEL

• A new Search and Rescue Volunteers Tax Credit

BUY RECYCLED HOMES
RAISE Increase Square Footage
MOVE Subdivide Your Lot!
LEVEL Repair Foundation Issues

• The New Horizons for Seniors Program

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-320-2268

Experience Counts!

• New measures to support apprentices in the trades
• Improved and expanded snowmobile and
recreational trails across the country
• Over $90 million to help the forestry industry
grow and innovate
*Subject to Parliamentary approval

+

=

Greenhouse Gardening Starts Here!

Halls English Greenhouses are known for high quailty & affordability.

Five models, 6 or 8ft wide, 4 to14ft long. Easy to assemble kits.
See our website for details.

Russell Nursery, Island Agent for Halls Greenhouses
1370 Wain Road, North Saanich, BC (first exit off ferry)
250-656-0384 www.russellnursery.com/greenhouses

Find out more about how Economic Action Plan 2014
can help you at ActionPlan.gc.ca
www.islandtides.com
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A herring boat off Phipps Point, Hornby Island.

Ocean Acidity in Area 14 - Ralph Shaw

What’s On? I

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS

Fris, Sats, Suns, Mar 21, 22, 23, 29, 30 & April 4 & Tues, April 1

Islands’ Theatre Tour—Mayne Island Little Theatre brings Eve
Ensler’s Broadway show Emotional Creature to
the Gulf Islands • MAYNE: Fri & Sat, Mar 21, 22,
Agricultural Hall, 8pm, Tix @ Trading Post, Home
Hardware, GALIANO: Sun, Mar 23, South Hall,
8pm, Tix @ PO & Galiano Books, 250-539-3077;
SATURNA: Sat, Mar 29, Community Hall, 8pm, Tix
@ General Store, 250-539-5750; PENDER: Sun,
Mar 30, CommunityHall, 2pm, Tix @ Talisman
Books, 250-629-6944; SALT SPRING: Tues, April 1,
ArtSpring, 8pm, Tix @ ArtSpring, 250-537-2125;
GABRIOLA: Fri, April 4, Phoenix Theatre, 7:30pm, Tix @ Artworks •
Admission: Adults $15, students $10, parental guidance advised •
MAYNE, GALIANO, SATURNA, PENDER, SALT SPRING, &
(NEW PERFORMANCE!) GABRIOLA

Sunday, March 23

Health Hazards of Genetically Engineered Foods—talk by Dr
Thierry Vrain, retired soil biologist and
genetic engineer (and now Comox Valley
organic farmer), who, after a 30-year
career with Agriculture Canada, no longer
supports GE technology; local musicians
to play; organized by SSI Natural Growers,
Saltspringers for Safe Food, and Society
for a GE Free BC • Meaden Hall • 7pm •
Info: Tony Beck, gefreebc07@yahoo.ca, 250-538-8320 • SALT
SPRING

Monday, Wednesday & Saturday, March 24, 26 & 28

No To Climate Change, Yes To System Change—public forums
with US writer and activist Richard Smith, author of forthcoming
book, To Save The Humans, Turn The World Upside Down • MON
MAR 24: Vancouver Public Library; WED MAR 26: Victoria,
University of Victoria, Hickman Building, Room 105; SAT MAR 28:
Gabriola, Rollo Centre • All events 7–9pm • Info:
www.ecosocialistsvancouver.org or 778 858 5179 •
VANCOUVER, VICTORIA, GABRIOLA

Fri, Sat & Sun, March 28, 29 & 30

Desire And Intimacy: The Art of Passionate Play—give yourself,
your partner and your relationship the chance to begin living the
dream you once had, and still hold, for the promise of living an
awakened relationship in this weekend workshop • Sleeping Dog
Farm • Registration $300 • Info/register: indrus@indrus.com,
www.indrus.com, www.desireandintimacy.com • VICTORIA

Sunday, April 13

Elizabeth May ‘Townhall On Tour’—an experience not to be
missed—hear the amazing Ms May talk
about important Canadian issues and
parliamentary goings on, hear about
Vancouver Island’s new ridings, get eyeopening answers to all your questions,
refreshments (bring your own cup) • Beban
Park Auditorium, 2300 Bowen Road • 3-5pm, doors 2:15pm • Atthe-door donations gratefully accepted • Info:
CEO@nanaimo-ladysmith.ca or Adrian at 250-619-1405 •
NANAIMO

have recently read articles in two newspapers that gave
reports of the loss of 10 million scallops to the commercial
aquaculture operation of Island Scallops near Qualicum
in Area 14 fishing waters (Comox/Parksville/Denman and
Hornby Islands). Ten million is a lot of scallops—one of my
favorite sea foods. And it’s one thing to read about a business
loss in a paper but, when we realize it happened in the Strait of
Georgia waters of Area 14, it is scary.
Now, we know how many scallops died
in this case because the seafood company
gave us the figures of their loss. What the
company was unable to do was give us the
loss of wild scallops in Area 14—it must also
be in the millions, perhaps billions.
Take this cataclysmic event and run it up
and down the west coast of Canada and the
United States and maybe we should start to
pay attention to the growing acidification of
our ocean caused by human-produced carbon dioxide.
‘Human caused carbon dioxide emissions in the atmosphere
are being absorbed by the ocean and may have pushed local
waters through a ‘tipping point’ of acidity beyond which shellfish
cannot survive, said Chris Harley, a marine ecologist at the
University of Victoria’ ( Times Colonist, Business Section,
February 27, 2014).
Beyond scallops, another direct concern I have about
shellfish and the waters of the Strait of Georgia, especially Area
14, is how long can we expect to harvest clams and oysters on
local beaches? International research projects with names like
BIOACID (Biological Impacts of Ocean Acidification) and
EPOCA (the European Project on Ocean Acidification) have
funded a huge number of experiments to understand the
implications of a rising carbon dioxide in the oceans. Again and
again they have found that shellfish such as oysters are
vulnerable to increased ocean acidification caused by increased
carbon dioxide from human sources.
Oysters and clams involve a group of creatures called
calcifiers; which is a scientific way of explaining that they build

Independent
Dental Hygiene
in a relaxed setting
Registered Dental Hygienists
offering:
• scaling • root planing
• polishing • whitening
• other services

Celebrating 11 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

250-655-4884

www.islandtides.com

their homes out of mineral calcium carbonate that forms the
hard shells that protect their soft bodies. From a human
perspective, calcification is bit like magic—where the shellfish
combines seawater, calcium, and carbon to build their shells.
Ocean acidification increases the challenges of building shells
and eventually the clams and oysters give up and cease to exist.
It seems we have reached this point with scallops in Area 14
waters—how safe are our oysters and clams?
I have recently been put on the mailing list of
the Pacific Institute for Climate (PICS) Solutions
newsletter. Here are a few comments from the
February 27, 2014 newsletter.
‘Human activities are adding more and more
carbon dioxide to the atmosphere and about one
in three carbon dioxide molecules of gas dissolves
into the upper waters of the ocean. The dissolved
carbon dioxide quickly combines with the sea
water to form carbonic acid. Seawater normally
has a pH of about 8.2 which qualifies as alkaline. The pH of
upper seawater is falling everywhere due to increased human
produced carbon dioxide. This increasing acidification of the
ocean is a serious side effect of burning fossil fuels. Around
Qualicum Beach the pH now measures 7.3 which are much
lower than normal. (Note: In measuring basic and acidic
solutions the lower a pH number the more acidic the water
becomes and conversely the higher the number the more
alkaline the water becomes.) If you were to ask the oysters and
clams I think they would prefer their ocean water with a slightly
alkaline solution of 8.2.
Ken Denman, a senior scientist at the University of Victoria’s
School of Earth and Ocean Sciences pointed out that oyster
growers in the Pacific Northwest have recently experienced
losses due to increased acidification. The shellfish growers of
BC and Washington know there is only one long-term solution
to their growing crisis: we must find ways of reducing the
human induced production of carbon dioxide or they will be out
of business. The event in Qualicum suggests to me that it may
be sooner rather than later. 0
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