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If you can’t find a good fire start one. Mayne Island firefighters practise their many skills on a building slated
for demolition. This usually entails several practice fires with firefighters conducting interior searches and
fire attacks, before the final controlled burn of the entire building.

Mayne Islander
receives community
achievement award
Mayne Island resident Tosh Saito has been recognized
with one of the 2007 British Columbia Community
Achievement Awards. 
Since moving to Mayne Island in 1993, Tosh Saito has
made a significant contribution to the quality of life on
Mayne Island. He has actively organized and directed
a wide variety of public construction projects and,
most notably, Tosh was instrumental in the creation
and development of the Island’s renowned Japanese
Commemorative Garden. He continues to be an active
volunteer in the garden.

The forty-four outstanding British Columbians who
were recipients of the fourth annual BC Community
Achievement Awards will be recognized in a formal
presentation ceremony at Government House in
Victoria on April 25. 0

NSERC won’t
join batholiths 
project
The Natural Science and Engineering
Research Council has withdrawn
funding and will not participate in the
proposed batholiths project on BC’s
North Coast. The project was intended
to examine the geological structure of
the batholiths—upthrust intrusions of
volcanic rock—which form the core of
BC’s Coast Mountain range.

The project would have meant
extensive seismic work in the narrow
fiords, and objections were raised by
Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO)
scientists, who confirmed local concerns
that the seismic blasts would pose
serious risks to humpback whales, fin
whales, orcas, salmon, and other
marine life. The work was originally
scheduled for the fall of 2007.

The project originated with US
scientists who wished to compare
results with similar studies that had
been carried out along the Alaskan
coast. Concerns were first raised by
residents of Hartley Bay (see Island
Tides, November 16, 2006). Hartley Bay
is the home of the rescuers at the Queen
of the North sinking. 

It is not known at this point whether
US participants will abandon their
efforts to carry out the study, but the
withdrawal of NSERC makes it unlikely
that DFO would issue the necessary
permits. 0
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Robin Gregory (left), an experienced facilitator and Galiano Island resident, helps Galiano’s LTC
obtain ‘clearer input’ from the community about the proposed residential use of forest lands. 

Trustees presented five options for creating new zoning bylaws (a sixth option, maintaining
the status quo, was added from the floor). Gregory asserted that the meeting should not start with
options, but by identifying ‘community values’ and then finding which options would best satisfy
them. The 100 participants quickly listed 49 community objectives. 

An audience member made the point that this list was a clear indication that the OCP should
be reviewed before making a decision on residential use of forest lands (see also Letters, p. 10). 

The LTC has agreed to put off a decision about what to do next until its April 4 meeting.

BC Liberals block TILMA debate
On March 5, the BC Liberal majority in the
provincial legislature changed its position from
neglecting to debate the Trade, Investment, and
Labour Mobility Agreement signed with
Alberta, to refusing to debate the Agreement.

A motion introduced by the NDP opposition
in the House was, after some debate, defeated
40 to 25, with government members all voting
against.

The motion was introduced during the
morning session by Michael Sather, NDP
member for Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows:

‘Be it resolved that this House urge the BC
Government to introduce the Trade,
Investment and Labour Mobility Agreement
between British Columbia and Alberta to this
House for full debate before it comes into effect
on April 1, 2007.’

Opposition Seeks
Introduction of Legislation

Sather, kicking off the debate on his motion,
announced, ‘It is the position of the opposition
that this government must provide the public
with an opportunity to engage in a conversation
on TILMA. This is an agreement with

potentially far-reaching consequences, as we
will outline this morning. Despite these far-
reaching consequences, this government has
chosen not to bring this agreement before the
House. We submit that it is incumbent upon
this government, in the name of good
government and in the name of open and
honest government, to bring legislation on
TILMA before this House.’ 

Debate on whether to debate continued for
the rest of the morning; NDP members
participating included MLAs Sather,
Chudnovsky, Puchmayr, Kwan, Krog, and
Ralston. Liberal members opposing the motion
included Hawes, Bennett, Hon Colin Hansen,
Rustad, and Lekstrom. Discussion concluded at
lunchtime; the vote took place at 6pm and the
motion to bring TILMA legislation forward was
defeated.

Debate on Motion
Unreported

Despite the motion, debate, and the vote, none
of the mainstream dailies (Vancouver Sun, The
Province, Globe & Mail, Times Colonist)
reported on the motion or commented on it. 0

Rural police taxes to rise
Rural areas of BC will pay increased taxes for
policing in 2007. The changes are contained in
the omnibus Miscellaneous Statutes
Amendment Act introduced in the legislature
by Attorney General Wally Oppal on March 7.

Consultations on tax charges for police
services have been underway since 2001. Taxes
for smaller municipalities, with populations
from 5,000 to 15,000, are calculated to cover
70% of police costs, with the provincial
government picking up the rest. Rural areas,
which include electoral areas within regional
districts and areas outside regional districts,
will be charged not more than 50% of costs
under the new arrangement.

Provincial rural taxes, which last year were
charged at about $70 per $100,000 of
assessment, have traditionally been thought of
as covering the costs of rural roads and policing.
However, says the government, the actual
contribution to policing was a very small
percentage of the total costs of police services to

rural areas. 
The government is unable to estimate what

the actual cost of policing is for such areas,
citing difficulty in separating out the costs of
planes, boats, and other overheads. Instead,
they intend to charge rural areas a cost per
police officer equivalent to the cost used for the
small municipalities. In 2001 (the last figures
the government has made available) this was
about $92,000 per officer, and it has
undoubtedly risen substantially since then.

So far, the government has made no
estimate of the tax increase that will result for
rural properties. The legislation does provide,
however, for a 10% decrease in the provincial
rural tax, recognizing the contribution this tax
made to previous policing costs.

The new legislation appears to leave a great
deal to be decided by cabinet as to what the
charges will be, and what areas (for example,
First Nations Reserves and major parks) will be
excluded from the cost calculation. 0
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ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 

• harvesting 
systems
• design

• installation
• service

BOB BURGESS 
tel. 250-246-2155

bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com

Salt Spring Island: #1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Doug Guedes • 1-250-537-5527

Sidney: A2 - 9769 Fifth Street
Jason McCutcheon • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)

Brentwood Bay:  7178 W. Saanich Rd
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)

Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd.
Saanichton: #2-7855 East Saanich Road 
Dan Olive  • 1-800-663-0807 

www.seafirstinsurance.com

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners • Farm
• Commercial • Bed & Breakfasts

autoplan

IS YOUR
WELL WATER

SAFE TO DRINK?
Contamination can occur

without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

BRENDA PEARL MILLER   1919-2006
Brenda was born on May 27th, 1919 in Croydon, south of
London. Christened Brenda Pearl she was the only child born
to her parents. Her strength of character indicates a loving
upbringing.

Her husband’s parents moved from Germany to live in
the United Kingdom in 1914 subsequently changing their
name from the German Muller to the British Miller. Bernard
Miller was also born in 1919. He was a military man who
served in WWII and eventually rose to the rank of Lt Colonel
in the British army.

In 1950, Brenda and Bernard decided to emigrate to
Canada. Upon arriving in Toronto, Bernard entered the
world of banking. Brenda, as was common in those days, was
the homemaker. Her hobby was antiques and she had time to
indulge her interest and extend her knowledge through
reading and window shopping in the antique stores.

In 1956 along came Godfrey, their only child, to insert
some degree of disorganization into what seemed to be a well
established interdependent lifestyle of breadwinner and
homemaker. So at the age of 37, Brenda’s attention was
divided between her two ‘boys’, both demanding in
individual ways.

In 1963 Bernard accepted a position with the
Commonwealth Trust in Vancouver and the family took up
residence in the Kerrisdale area. During this time Brenda
finally came into her own. She was hired by the somewhat
eccentric owner of an antique store in Kerrisdale, eventually
becoming the full-time manager responsible for the buying
and selling of antiques, as well as having the opportunity of
demonstrating her gifts for window dressing, showing the
antiques to their best advantage. Her biggest problem was
encouraging the owner of the store not to take home the
antiques to keep because they looked so good displayed in the
window.

Brenda worked at this store for 20 years until her
husband Bernard retired in 1984. Brenda and Bernard were
able to enjoy well-earned holidays in Palm Springs—relaxing
in the sun and getting to know each other on a different
footing. But by the 1990s Brenda’s role become one of
constant nurse to Bernard for 12 years until his death in
2002, leaving her alone at the age of 83.

Brenda was able to see her multi-handicapped grand-
daughter only once. Another of life’s challenges that she dealt
with courageously. Her loyalty to her husband whilst
maintaining a continuing loving bond and connection with
their estranged son says a great deal of Brenda’s strength of
will in facing the situations in life that cause deep sorrows in
families.

At the age of 85 Brenda could no longer live in her home
of 41 years. Always ready for a new challenge, she uprooted
herself, and some of her favourite shrubs, and in October
2004 came to live in a tiny cottage on Pender Island with
Godfrey, who had made her the promise of building a new
home there.

In the preliminary stages of property restoration and
construction of her house, Brenda pottered around the yard
everyday, clearing the rampant blackberry bushes, planning
her landscaping and watching the ducks and Canada geese
on the newly dug pond.

Brenda became ill in January 2006 and was admitted to
Royal Jubilee’s renal department, subsequently requiring trips
back-and-forth for dialysis three-times-a-week. All through
this painful and time-consuming experience, Brenda held on to
the hope of seeing her new house completed. At the end of each
day she would view the emerging structure through the
window and ask ‘what part was completed today.’ 

Brenda showed great courage in facing her illness. She
had a ready smile and cooperation for her caregivers both at
home and in the hospital, making their jobs easier. Brenda
expressed her sincere gratitude to Royal Jubilee staff, and
especially her  appreciation of the excellent care and attention
she received from all the caregivers on Pender Island.   G.M.

Mr Brown’s response was to say that if the media were doing its
job and actually informing all of us of the huge price our
descendants will pay if we do nothing now, he’s pretty sure we
would be willing to pay any price to make sure the species,
particularly our own genetic strain, survives. 

These people only listen to money. I saw a few shocked
Conservative faces at that meeting. Perhaps reality is piercing past
the cloud of fundamentalism.

It is the eighth day of the week. The fight against global
warming is the war we should be tooling up for, not Afghanistan.
Our media and politicians are slow to wake. If aliens had invaded
from outer space and manipulated our ape-like acquisitive
nature as consumerism has done, would we have taken this long
to taste the poison inside the candy? 0

Mayne Island community
receives $80,000 
The Mayne Island Community Centre Society will receive
$50,000 for the second phase of a community and recreation
centre.  The new building will be adjacent to the existing
community centre and will free up the main room for other
events. New fitness programs will be added to broaden the
centre's appeal to a wider audience. The total cost of the project
is $100,000.

Mayne Island Lions Club will receive $30,000 to help in the
construction of a $67,850 picnic shelter at Dinner Bay Park.
This is phase one of a project to make the park more user-
friendly for special events.

Through the Ministry of Public Safety and the Solicitor
General’s capital project grant program, an organization can
apply for funds to build a new facility, or renovate or maintain an
existing one. The organization's contribution must be equal to—
or exceed—the grant funding. As well, the total cost of the project
must exceed $20,000 and the facility must be open to the public
when completed.

Funding to charities for capital grants comes from the direct
access program, which provides grants to eligible organizations
with funds from government gaming revenues. To be eligible for
a capital grant, organizations must be non-profit, benefit local
communities, and have volunteers in key positions. 

For more information and a backgrounder on the capital
project grants by community, charity and project description
visit www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/gaming. 0

Commentary by Muriel Wiens

The Eighth Day of the Week
Time’s up.

As I watched on CPAC the woeful dragging of feet on the part
of the Conservatives and the representatives of the energy industry
in the parliamentary committee which is supposedly re-writing the
hot air bill, it reminded me of the totally different response of our
government in 1939 to Hitler’s threat to take over the planet.

I began to imagine what would have happened, had such
whingeing gone on about the difficulties of re-tooling and
technological change, of production of materials and necessary
changes in human behaviour. Today’s snail-like pace and polite
refusals to make any sacrifice for the common good, had they
operated then, would have resulted in parliament being
surprised in the midst of its complacent obfuscations by a Nazi
general walking into their midst. Parliament would have delayed
itself into catastrophe. 

That is what is happening now. Here is an example. One
energy spokesman has such a comfortably leisurely approach to
the threatened collapse of the ecology of our planet that he is
willing to allow ten years to go by, using minimal remedies to the
CO2 emissions of his industry. Even so, he complains because
after ten years these small interim measures would have to be
scrapped, since by then radically new systems would be designed
and the industry would have to go to the expense of re-tooling.
Yet in Hitler’s war, and in the war in Afghanistan, no-one gave,
or gives, a second thought to spending billions to make weapons
which are destroyed in an instant. In fact, Harper is swiftly
converting Canada’s economy to an American-style military-
industrial complex, with various provinces howling over getting
their share of the profits. So much for priorities. 

In that same meeting, it was enlightening to hear the views of
another of the invited witnesses, the New Zealand
Environmental Commissioner, Mr Williams. His job was
defined by his government as an advisor and ombudsman for the
planet. The reason he was there as a witness was to support an
opposition motion that a similarly independent, ombudsman-
like Environmental Commissioner be appointed in Canada, free
of the insanity of being dictated to by an accountant, even if she
is the Auditor General of Canada. 

Mr Williams, when asked how he conducted his
responsibility, replied that he knew he had to provide a vision of
a way out of the dilemma, and since this was a problem caused
by humanity, so would it be solved by understanding humanity,
as well as the science we have created. He has drawn around him
the best informed minds he could find, many of them with dual
doctorates in different fields, ranging over all the knowledge we
have about human behaviour, and about the necessity which is
our planet. Out of that group of experts have come
recommendations and information upon which the elected
government could act and has acted. 

One of Mr. Williams’ team’s  most significant findings was
that what was needed was ‘empowerment’—of local
governments. This empowerment is the very thing which TILMA
(the Trade and Investment Labour and Mobility Agreement),
arranged secretly between Campbell and Klein, is designed to
thwart. The Campbell government has already crippled the
regulatory powers of municipalities. 

It is relevant to add that early in the last century, New Zealand
was one of the first socialist governments in the world to prove that
a state can finance the well being of all its citizens, even within the
boundaries of a very small economy. In the seventies, New Zealand
fell into the hands of ‘The Market,’ but after several years, during
which its economy was devastated, came to its senses and has
reclaimed the powers of the state. It has since been successful in
retrieving its ethical and economic integrity as a nation. 

I have watched every single Conservative member of the
Federal Parliamentary Environmental Committee vote against
appointing an Environmental Commissioner free enough of the
constraints and control of the government to be able to be a
genuine ombudsman of the planet. Every one of them. We know
who they are obeying. Harper has been recently quoted as
referring to this horrible reality we face as ‘so-called Global
Warming.’

This morning, that committee interviewed Mr Brown, a
respected financier, who has done his own homework. He told us
that the thawing of the Canadian permafrost will release so much
methane that we will be responsible for one sixth of global
warming before the end of the century. Mr. Brown has
grandchildren and great grandchildren. He realizes that their lives
are at risk. He told the committee this, and strongly suggested that
we should spend a great deal now in order to avoid paying a terrible
price later on. One of the ‘bright lights’ of the Conservative party
questioned this, quoting a recent poll indicating that the average
Canadian is only willing to spend one hundred dollars on any effort
to fight global warming, and that Mr Brown’s suggestion would
mean that a two income household would have to pony up over six
thousand dollars. 
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
Wednesday, March 14th at noon: I am basking
in the sun, no clouds, a light wind, and all the
night frost melted away. This is the ticket! I am
smiling. Our black border collie is lolling on the
stone patio, the 34-year-old pony with her just-
starting-to-shed, white coat is dozing facing
right into the sun with a slowly twitching tail.
Ummmm, just delightful. When you get that
sunny day you have to spring into action,
garden tools at the ready.

Early March was rain-soaked. Just last
Sunday it rained so hard all day and evening
some of the daffodils were waterlogged and
were arching down to the green grass. All of the
people who have bought storage tanks to
augment their summer water supply from roof
catchment systems had them long since filled
them to overflowing. 

Parks Canada Consultations 
Parks Canada is consulting with the community
through a series of on-Island meetings about
Narvaez Bay and Winter Cove Development
Area Plans. Parks Canada had a huge turnout
for its February meeting when the subject of the
community boat ramp and camping at Winter
Cove were considered. On Sunday March 11 at
the community hall they had a meeting,
accessible to weekenders, about the balance
that Parks Canada wants to achieve between
protection and use in developing Winter Cove
and Narvaez Bay. Parks Canada will ground-
truth their proposals before they make final
decisions. Consider sending in written
comments—even if you have attended the
meetings—as they are important in the Parks
process.

BC Ferries Consultations
Through the efforts of Val McMillan, BC Ferries
agreed to host a series of Community
Information Sessions on Pender, Mayne,
Galiano Salt Spring and Saturna Islands about
its decision to change the Friday night sailing
times from 5:30pm to 4:10pm for three months
(12 Fridays) on a trial basis. Our meeting
occurred on Saturday, March 11. About 70
people listened to marine superintendent Chris
Frappell and a BC Ferries scheduling
spokesperson. Three other ferry staff were on-
hand to answer questions and receive
community input. 

Saturna Islanders presented well thought-
out and informed objections to this schedule. It
would not allow anyone who works or has
kids—without taking holiday time and/or
taking their children out of school—to catch the
ferry that connects them to their Saturna
residences or to Island B&Bs. There is no
possibility of sailing via Swartz Bay and making
the connection onto the Friday evening sailing
of the Mayne Queen. BC Ferries stated that
they would not reconsider their position and
cancel the 12-week trial which starts with Easter
Weekend and lasts till June 22.

Community Dialogue
On March 3 and 4, a weekend community
workshop, ‘Saturna Island: Issues and
Opportunities’, was held at the rec centre.
Beverley Neff and Judith Rees-Thomas, with
some funding from the CRD, invited the
community to participate in the ‘Open Space
Technology’ process. Open Space is a method
for creating dialogue with fellow community
members; ‘technology’ in this case means
‘tool’—a process, or method. The ‘rules’ are
simple—two principles are: whoever has come
are the right people, and if you find yourself in
a dialogue where you are not learning or
contributing, go somewhere else in the room
where you are. Bev and Judith administrated,
gave us simple instructions, and kept us fed.
Participants were hugely enthused. It was
surprising to see one another in a new light as
we spoke to each other in new ways and in new
groupings, exploring issues and planning and
evaluating courses of action.  

Saturna Island is the ancestral home and
traditional lands of the Tsawout and Tseycum
First Nations. Tsawout and Tseycum First
Nations have 364 acres of reserve land at
Fiddler’s Cove or Sa’Da’Yes (sunny place to dry
salmon). Attending the forum were Band

Councillor Gwen Underwood and elders Patty
Underwood and Harry Underwood. A special
highlight of the weekend was representation by
the Tsawout First Nation. Harry Underwood
gave the blessing to our endeavors and sang an
appropriate song at the beginning. For many
people attending, their presence and
participation made the forum much more
complete. While unable to attend, Tseycum Chief
Vern Jacks and his wife Cora Jacks sent their
regrets and best wishes for the forum’s success. 

The forum had a wonderful wealth of topics
all interesting, some very challenging:
attracting young people, affordable housing,
opportunities for life and livelihood. How can
we begin to be self sufficient in food supply?
What is the future of the Saturna Community
Club? Can the Saturna community and
Tsawout and Tseycum First Nations combine
efforts for mutual benefit and enjoyment? How
to make the recreation centre self-sustaining?
What to do about conservation and parks,
Saturna’s ecological education centre,
community inter-connection, recording and
sharing Saturna’s history? Saturna’s church–do
we need it and do we want it? What is Saturna’s
carbon footprint?’ It was invigorating to be
discussing these topics all at once in a large
group. The process was very empowering. 

I would say that the experience of
communicating that many of us had at the
conference added greatly to our ability to listen
diligently and present powerful points of view
respectfully to BC Ferries and to Parks
Canada—two administrative bodies that
strongly affect our life on Saturna.

Rec Centre Meeting
The recreation centre held a meeting on March
8 that was open to the public. A financial report
was presented. The group hopes to secure some
lottery money in the future to help cover
expenses. The location and appearance of the
ambulance building was discussed. The next
regular meeting, which is open to everyone to
discuss issues and interests, will be held in
June.

Easter
On Easter long weekend, Saturday, April 7, the
Women’s Club and Parents’ Group Easter Bake
Sale will take place. This lovely event has always
been a cornerstone of the year in terms of long-
held traditional Island occasions. Many kids,
moms and dads come to buy Easter delights
and to have tea and do the cake walk. The raffle
items are always extensive and consist of Island
services and items. Easter weekend is also
traditionally the weekend for opening up cabins
(as we are past frost and snow) and water
systems can be turned back on or repaired! The
new 3-month trial ferry schedule will
necessitate some new travel planning—you
need to be here and we need to have you here!

Community Club Meeting
The Saturna Community Club held its quarterly
meeting Monday, March 5 at the hall. Some
interesting items were discussed about what
kind of ambulance garage or shelter do we
want—how complex, and how do we finance it
(including insurance). This discussion brought
up lots of issues about how much health service
a small community can afford. 

Donna Curwen is continuing to write her
‘How to run the Saturna Lamb BBQ’ manual.
She is asking for many of our volunteers to
furnish the details and tricks-of-the-trade. 

We also heard from the Parks Liaison
committee and the Water Conservation
committee. The Community Club has been
asked to work with Parks Canada to reach some
agreement regarding the community’s well
loved icon, the foghorn building. Heritage
designation for the hall was discussed at length,
as well as the Saint Patrick’s Day dance which
commemorates the Community Club’s first
celebration in the new hall, 73 years ago. The
group also considered hall maintenance and
upgrades. Elisabeth McColl gave a humorous
and delightful report on her committee’s plan
for ride sharing to Victoria and Vancouver. 0

Commentary by Priscilla Ewbank

Highway or a Dead End? Time to Take a
Stand on Ferry Service
I wish to share my views on BC Ferries’ change
to the Friday evening departure time from
Tsawwassen to Saturna, Mayne and Pender
from 6:30pm to 4:10pm for the next three
months. First, I’d like to start by sharing my
experience.

I have sailed on BC Ferries ships ever since I
arrived on Saturna Island from Vancouver in
May 1970—almost 38 years. Jon Guy and I
brought our youngest daughter, Jesse, home the
day after she was born aboard the Mayne Queen.
For two years I made the weekly freight run from
Saturna leaving at 6:30am to Vancouver and
back on the Friday night boat, traveling home
with Saturna’s weekend population.

Jon and I have economic interests which
provide many services on our small Island. We
know our operations will be strongly affected by
this schedule change. Jon hauls freight and
does pickups for our Saturna General Store and
for our Haggis Farm Bakery from Vancouver
regularly. We also believe that Saturna
community as well as our sister communities of
the Outer Islands will suffer.

Weekenders and spring and fall B&B guests
are vital to our economy and our community
life—many of them participate in all our doings
and can hardly wait until they move here full-
time. Weekenders shop, hire contractors,
support Island events and community projects—
they are an integral part of our community.

There is no option to connect via Swartz Bay.
Many B&B customers will not be coming for the
weekend. Families who own cabins and
cottages on Mayne, Pender and Saturna and
work a normal 5-day week or who have children
in school will not be coming to their Island

homes from Easter until June 29, and possibly
for six weeks in fall, if BCFS decides that this
schedule solves its problems.

All this constitutes an undeniable reduction
in service, something the ferry corporation is
not allowed to do lightly.  

Three months of lost business is a lot, three
months of not using your Island home and
investment is a lot, three months of having no
B&B bookings from the Mainland is a lot.
Financial damage is already beginning to affect
the fragile economies of Saturna Island, Mayne
Island and the segment of businesses on Pender
Island that are dependent on weekend visitors
from the Mainland (see Letters, page 5 for an
alternative suggestion). 

Islands are not merely inconvenienced, they
are threatened—economically and as
communities. What do you say to the
institution that has been given the mandate to
be your highway and is now disrupting people’s
ways of life and investments?

It is quite apparent that BC Ferries
management has failed to comprehend the
fragile nature of Island economies and our
traditional reliance on ferries for access. 

Legal Action
Saturna Islanders will, and have, shifted and
changed with revised schedules, but the Friday
night boat and the Sunday return are not up for
bargaining. Accordingly, a group of us are now
exploring legal action against BC Ferries. The
office of the BC Ferries Commission has
confirmed that it has not received an
application from BC Ferries for a reduction in

FERRY SCHEDULE, please turn to page 5
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Betty Krawczyk is back in jail again at age 78, sentenced to ten
months as a ‘repeat offender’ after being convicted of criminal
contempt of court. Her cause this time was a citizens’ protest
over the destruction of the Eagleridge Bluffs so that the
provincial government could get on with expanding the Sea to
Sky highway in time for the 2010 ‘green’ Olympics. They
proposed a tunnel instead, as shown in the Olympic ‘bid book.’

The protest was, well, civil; being conducted by a civilized
group of respectable middle-class citizens who felt that whatever
environmental assessment had been carried out for this
proposal, it could not have adequately considered the protection
of the environment.

The Minister of Transportation, at the beginning, defended
the citizens’ right to peaceful protest. The police stood by and
watched, peacefully.

But as time wore on through the early summer of 2006, and
the contractor started to anticipate that the delays would cost
him money, the government clearly decided that enough was
enough. The contractor went to court to seek an injunction
against the protesters blocking his worksite. He got it. 

The protesters also went to court to seek an injunction against
the destruction of the bluffs until the environmental approval
could be reviewed. They didn’t get it.

The police moved in and, after warning the protesters,
peacefully arrested a large number of them. They were all
charged with contempt of court—in effect, disobeying the
injunction by being there. (If you are charged with disobeying an
injunction, the court does not allow arguments against the
justification for the injunction itself. The only possible defense is
to prove you weren’t there.) 

All were convicted of civil contempt of court, and given
substantial fines, with two exceptions: Harriet Nahanee, 71, a

Squamish Nation elder, and Krawczyk. They were convicted of
criminal contempt of court.

Harriet Nahanee was sentenced to two weeks in jail, was
released after nine days, was admitted to St. Paul’s Hospital a
week later, and died of pneumonia after another week . 

Before the arrests, the Minister of Transportation was quoted
as saying the coalition to save Eagleridge had been afforded
every opportunity to air its complaints, but lost each time.

This single remark shows what was wrong in a process in
which a large number of respectable citizens ended up being
convicted. 

The protesters were trying to hold the government to account
for the destruction of valued landscape (their MLA is a
government member, and obviously would not represent them). 

The Minister, after giving their ‘freedom to protest’ the
politically correct lip service, showed his contempt for them,
stonewalled, and eventually used the courts to have them
punished. Clearly, he saw the situation as one in which he was
going to win, and they were going to lose. No discussion, no
compromise, no solution.

The government showed the protesters no respect. For this,
the government deserves no respect. And the courts earn no
respect for allowing themselves to be used by the government in
this way.

It was a civilized protest, yet the approach chosen by the
government was, in its own way, just as uncivilized as if the
protesters had been charged by a Darth Vader riot squad with
snarling dogs, clubs, tear gas, and pepper spray. 

The citizens of Eagleridge, who had protested peacefully and
with dignity, accepted their punishment, quietly and with
dignity. Betty Krawczyk is in jail, with dignity. Harriet Nahanee
is dead. 0

Commentary ~ Chris Bowers

Good Government vs.
TILMA
By now I hope that all Islanders
have at least heard about the
BC/Alberta Trade, Investment
and Labour Mobility Agreement
(TILMA) which will be coming
into effect on April 1 of this
year. If you have not, it can
fairly be said that this was
not the fault of this paper
which has been calling the
alarm for a number 
of months now. 

In case you have missed that news however, this agreement,
negotiated behind closed doors and drawn shades in much the
same manner as its big brother the Security and Prosperity
Partnership (SPP), makes provisions for anyone to challenge
regulations they deem unfair to investors. BC/Alberta
regulations will be ‘harmonised’ to the least restrictive level.
While there are a number of exemptions listed under this
agreement, there is also a commitment to review those
exemptions, and to make regulations about them as unrestrictive
as possible. In other words, government by the lowest common
denominator. In essence this agreement creates conditions in
which the rights of investors trump those of everyone and
everything else. 

As neither the corporately nor the publicly owned media have
shown much interest in investigating this agreement, it has fallen
onto the shoulders of such public watch groups as the Council of
Canadians, and the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives to
alert citizens of its dangers. Besides these groups some
independent media have also picked up the call, as have the
Canadian Union of Public Employees, the BC Federation of
Labour, and the BC Government Employees Union—the latter
hopefully putting to rest any thoughts that, despite its innocuous
sounding title, this agreement has anything to do with the well-
being of workers. 

However, despite the interesting lack of curiosity on the part
of the mainstream media, email campaigns, articles by Patrick
Brown, Murray Dobbin, and Ellen Gould, increasing numbers of
public forums on the issue, and perhaps the knowledge that the
legislature would be sitting again soon and the Liberal
government would not be able to keep the agreement a secret

Film Group In China
Dear Editor:
Congratulations to the Pender Island Film Group on its first
anniversary. I wish that it was going when I was there a few years
ago. It might be of interest to them that I run a similar project
here in Wushishan on Hainan Island, China every Tuesday
night. I regularly get 20-30 students and professors in my little
apartment to watch and discuss movies, mostly from the West.
There is no theatre here in my little town so I have a very loyal
crowd. All that is missing is the buttered popcorn but I am
working on that, so cheap Chinese candies are the rule around
here. 

I also enjoy very much the opportunity to read Island Tides
on-line and the children’s festival sounds like a great initiative for
Pender and looks like a great success. Let’s hope it has a first
anniversary too.

Thanks a lot for putting the newspaper on the internet … and
‘Hi’ from the smallest city in China!

Ross McKinnon, Wushishan, China

Tunnel Vision Thinking
Dear Editor:
I note with interest Patrick Brown’s commentary ‘Elephant
Hunt—SPP and TILMA Trade Agreements.’ As usual, Patrick
has done his homework thoroughly and well. I also concur with
the points raised by June Ross of Nanaimo in her letter, ‘Trade
Investment and Labour Mobility Agreement (TILMA).’

As an active member of the Door Hardware Institute, my
personal concerns and opinions are focused on the results of
several years of my industry, the physical security industry,
attempting to make changes reflective of SPP and TILMA
thinking. 

Like many other industries, we have allowed a preoccupation
with a tunnel-vision view of corporate structure, profitability and
globalization to hamstring us. We are left with nothing but sales
and distribution activity—even branch plants are gone. This
might have worked for us, but one of the three trading partners
cannot deliver quality. A poorly serviced, underfed and abused
Mexican population cannot match Chinese quality of product
and never seems to be able to contribute to innovation and
design. We seem to be opting out of involvement with the
Mexicans because of this. 

How sad it is that when some super-salesman of innovative
political ideology hypes a return to the good old days—perhaps
even isolationism, we won’t be ready. Our current crop of
politicos will have dismantled the very institutions which gave us
a skilled, productive workforce.

Jim Broughton, Logan Lake

Message From Betty K
The following was dictated by Betty Krawczyk from Alouette
Correctional Centre for Women in Maple Ridge, BC.

The air outside is pure and sweet. And free. Everything here is
bitter and costly, which happens when prison services are
privatized. Right now my thoughts are still lingering over Harriet
Nahanee’s death.

Harriet and I, both great-grandmothers, knew why we were

at Eagleridge. Harriet was protesting the negotiating away of
unceded Squamish land by the Band’s chief and council. I was
protesting the needless destruction of an irreplaceable eco-
system by my own chief and council, Gordon Campbell in
Cabinet and Wally Oppal. 

Harriet’s struggle was multi-faceted—not only with her  chiefs
but with my ‘chiefs’ too. She struggled with the West Vancouver
police, Kiewitt & Sons, arrest by injunction, and with a history of
residential school barbarism. And finally, with Madam Justice
Brown’s court that refused to allow Harriet to even read the
‘Proclamation of 1763’ as defense, and instead sent Harriet to
Surrey Pre-trial.

May the Grandmothers and Grandfathers take good care of
Harriet Nahanee and treat her tenderly.

Betty Krawczyk, Alouette Prison

Democracy & Colonization
Dear Editor:
In Island Tides Mar 8, 2007, Patrick Brown associates some of
the implications of SPP and TILMA with ‘anti-democracy’ and
‘the decline of democracy,’ (page 1) and there is a similar
implication in Michel Chussodovsky’s ‘The Crusade for Oil,’
(page 12) but such inferences are missing an important point. 

Less than a century ago, democratic governments such as
that of Britain (the seat of power of the ‘British Empire’), working
closely with their trading and resource extracting businesses,
contrived to colonize regions of Africa and the Middle East by
installing local leaders of newly designated nation-states who
would agree to give easy access of resources to the ‘mother
country’ in exchange for military protection for his regime. 

So democratically elected government officials working
(within the name of democratic process) with their military and
business leaders to secure access to the valuable resources of
fellow nations is an established formula.

In this regard, General Rick Hillier spoke of the need for
closer coordination between the military and Canadian
businesses in the Afghanistan mission:

‘I do not believe there is a thing such as an exclusively
Canadian Forces mission …. [We need] a Team Canada
approach … and we need private industry involved all at the
same time. Industry I will tell you, you want to come in and
make money from us, build our camps, support us with our
contracts, do our maintenance for us, and then ten years
later when everything is stabilized and secure you will
establish a factory and continue obviously to prosecute your
business. … We need you there on that day one, take some
risks with us on day one as part of that team …’ —General
Rick Hillier, ‘Setting the Course,’ speech to Canadian
Institute of Strategic Studies, July 22, 2005.

So, the outside-of-due-democratic process collaboration
between government (military reps) and business to exploit
another nation’s resources is not new and it continues. 

What’s new is that the national leaders who trade easy access
to their resources for the protection that keeps them in power
used to be brown and ‘uncivilized’; now we in the west are doing

GOOD GOVERNMENT, please turn to page 10 LETTERS, continued on the next page

                                      



this to ourselves in an expanded program. That is, a government
keeps itself in power by becoming a ‘friendly giver of resources’
to the businesses of fellow nations and vice-versa, within a circle
of like-minded political-business cronies. 

Anti-democratic process was never an issue so long as we
were the exploiting colonizer and the other nation the exploited
colony, but what is going on today is that crony
governments/politicians in collaboration with business are
colonizing their own workers and resources to keep themselves
in power. Ted Lumley, Pender Island

Ed’s Note: Ted clarifies that western ‘democracies’ have
continually colonized other countries (using a combination of
government, armed forces and business). His telling current
example in quoting from General Hillier’s speech shows that
Canadians are still endorsing the same old tricks. 

And now, by drawing a very telling and interesting parallel
with TILMA, he shows us ‘colonization’ within our own
countries. So now that it affects us we are whining, this seems,
to Ted, pretty hypocritical. Many people find colonization at
home morally unacceptable (even without the armed forces
part)—our preference is for a more democratic process. 

Nowadays many people are also coming to understand this
continual colonization of other countries for resources
whenever it suits us; even cloaked in moral precepts. This seems
a good moment to draw people’s attention to it.

Is colonization ever moral when we do it overseas? No.
Chossudovsky’s article, in demonstrating an historic parallel
with the medieval crusades, implicitly questions the current
morality of restructuring the Middle East. None of this means,
guilty or not, that we cannot aspire to improving our practice
of the democratic ideal.  

Support For Briony Penn
Dear Editor:
Briony Penn is a Salt Spring resident with a long record of
environmental activism, and she is one of the founders of TLC
The Land Conservancy of BC. She has just announced her
intention to seek the nomination as the federal Liberal candidate
in the Saanich-Gulf Islands riding, so that she can run in the
federal election whenever it occurs.

‘If she wins the Liberal nomination at the meeting on March
31, she will run against Mr (Gary) Lunn, who has held the riding
since 1997, in an election widely expected this spring.’ (Globe
and Mail, March 15).

I urge any readers who are fortunate enough to be members
of the Liberal Party of Canada to turn out to the nomination
meeting and vote for her; she will be a great voice for the Islands,
and will fit in very nicely with Stephane Dion’s new
environmental vision. There will be a nomination meeting (place
TBA), and Briony tells me there will also be a polling booth set up
on Salt Spring Island.

This is a special opportunity; we should make the most of it.
Andrew Loveridge, Galiano Island

Build Berms And Breathe
Dear Editor:
I was very pleased to see in your most recent edition an article on
the joys and practical good sense of building berms on one’s
property. Glancing mention was made of how the building of a
berm reduces the release of harmful particulates into the
atmosphere. Berms do this by eliminating the need for harmful
yard fires in the old burn barrel or in the garden. To this day
people still think they are cleaning up, or getting rid of their mess
when they burn up branches and needles, leaves and yard or
garden waste and in fact they are deluded. They are robbing the
soil of needed nutrients and they are polluting our most precious,
an ever diminishing resource, fresh air, with toxic particulates of
the most noxious sort.

It seems hard to believe that fires could be so harmful. The
fact is, we need fire to survive, historically, to provide warmth
and the ability to cook food etc.

But there are two completely different kinds of combustion,
complete and incomplete. And the incomplete variety is what
you get when you try to burn damp yard wastes in a smoky back
yard burner. In most urban regions of BC this activity is strictly
prohibited, as temperature inversions over river valleys make the
practice intolerable.

But, out here in the country, the practice is widespread and
strongly defended by its practitioners. It is a shocking irony that
so many of your readers have written in to express their love of
island life, the fresh air, the safe community, the quiet etc. The
irony is that so many of those people feel they are almost
performing a community service by raking up their yards and
gardens and putting a match to the whole soggy mess.

If you don’t believe me, phone someone at the provincial
Ministry of Environment, air quality branch and see what they
have to say. Otherwise, google ‘ Six Cities’ and read the Harvard
Medical School’s epidemiological study on the harmfulness of
wood smoke to human health. For twenty years they have

recorded pM 2.5 and pM 10 readings (the signature particulates
of wood smoke) in six American cities and and discovered an
absolute one-to-one correlation of particulates and hospital
admissions and premature deaths.

Yard fires happen all throughout our rural communities,
amongst us all, as those of us with asthmatic children or other
bronchial conditions know all too well. So often have I heard
people bemoaning the desperate environmental problems we
are faced with and how there is no chance that anything they do
can make a difference. 

Well here’s a chance for each one of us to make a huge
difference. Stop making yard fires and tell your neighbours to
stop when you see them out there leaning on that rake displaying
their blissful ignorance. We all know you wouldn’t taint water
but it is shocking that we destroy our most precious and limited
resource, clean air. Build berms—and breathe.

David Boehm, Gabriola Island

Southern Gulf Islands’ Friday Nights 
Dear Editor:
I would like to put forward a proposal for a schedule change
which offers more efficiency load-wise and cost-wise for BC
Ferries and offers advantages to the Salt Spring route and allows
the BC Ferries to fulfill their mandate of offering service to all of
the Gulf Islands. The proposed trial schedule does not fulfill this
last mandate as service is being eliminated for the Pender Friday
night run.
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Sunday, March 25
Lyn Hancock Benefit for the Pender
Pool—this brilliant storyteller, author,
entertainer and passionate speaker has
lived with cougars, bears, apes and people,
book signing of Lyn’s new book Tabasco
the Saucy Raccoon, books and
homebaking on sale, refreshments;
sponsored by Pender Writers’ Circle • Community Hall • 2–4pm •
Admission by donation • Info: Sandy Gauer 250-629-3067 or
Trysh Ashby-Rolls 250-629-2085 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Tuesday, March 27
Pender Island Recycling Society AGM—guest speaker Tracy
Calvert talks about building strawbale homes • Library • 7pm • All
welcome • ON PENDER ISLAND

Sunday, April 1
Community Potluck Concert & Dance—join us in a
community potluck dinner, dance or listen to Victoria’s
roots/blues/folk band ‘Barley Wik’, fundraiser for ‘3 on the Tree’
& the community hall • Community Hall • Dinner 4:30–6:30pm,
concert 6:30–8:30pm • Tickets: $15 at Talisman, Southridge & at
the Hall • Info: 250-629-3669 • ON PENDER ISLAND

April 1, 4, 5, 6, & 12
Barley Wik performs ‘Beyond the Down’—award-winning
band renowned for tight harmonies, toe-tapping melodies,
powerful rhythms and evocative songwriting in a unique blend of
bluegrass, country and folk music • PENDER: Sunday, April 1,
potluck 4:30pm, music 6:30pm, $15 adult, $10 teen, free under
12; DENMAN: Wednesday, April 4, Denman Island Hall, 7pm,
$10; HORNBY: Thursday, April 5, Joe King Ball Park, 8:30pm,
$10 advance, $12 @ door, kids free; GALIANO, Friday, April 6,
The Hummingbird Pub, 8pm, no cover; SALT SPRING:
Thursday, April 12, Mahon Hall, 7pm, $15 @ the door • Info:
www.barleywik.com • ON PENDER, DENMAN, HORNBY,
GALIANO & SALT SPRING ISLANDS

Sunday, April 8
8th Annual South Pender Easter Sunday Art Walk—walk,
cycle or drive to visit 13 artists’ studios and see the work of 15
artists; paintings, folk art, glass jewelery, woodturning, stained
glass and more; maps available at each studio—watch for the
yellow balloons • Noon to 5pm • Info: Susan Taylor 250-629-6661
• ON SOUTH PENDER ISLAND

Sunday, April 8
‘The Spring Debut & Tea’—Canadian Pacific
Ballet’s first regional tour: romantic & classcial
ballet at its finest, featuring excerpts from Swan
Lake, La Flute Magique, Dying Swan and many
others, meet directors & company members •
ArtSpring Theatre, Ganges • 1pm & 4:30pm •
Tickets: $20 plus service charges, 1-866-537-2102 • ON SALT
SPRING ISLAND

Wednesday, April 11
‘An Evening with Stephen Lewis, Nobel Peace Prize
nominee’— Lewis talks about the state of Africa today and the
HIV/AIDS plague decimating the continent, a fundraiser for
Stephen Lewis Foundation projects (can we raise $40,000?) •
Mary Winspear Centre • 7 pm • Tickets: Sue Stroud 250-652-
3278, sue_stroud@hotmail.com • Info: Stephen Lewis
Foundation www.stephenlewisfoundation.org • IN SIDNEY

Thur & Fri, April 12 &13
Housing Solutions for Small Communities Conference—
information and empowerment for tackling the serious concern
of housing in small communities, presented by the Hornby Island
Economic Enhancement Corp • Hornby Island Community Hall•
Info/registration (billets available): ceec@telus.net, 250-335-1155
• ON HORNBY ISLAND

Friday, April 13
Allison Crowe presents ‘This Little
Bird’—much-loved vocalist-pianist on tour
performs original songs from her newest
album along with favourites from Leonard
Cohen, Joni Mitchell, Ani DiFranco, The
Beatles, Rock, Jazz and Broadway •
Agricultural Hall • Doors: 7:30pm, music 8pm
• Info:  250-537-1286, www.allisoncrowe.com ON MAYNE ISLAND

Sat & Sun, April 28 & 29
Oceanside Garden Show—Learn, shop & grow with us! Two
fabulous days all about gardening; visit indoor & outdoor booths
featuring seeds to trees, flowers & food, garden experts,
landscapers, furniture, art and more; daily workshops • Coombs
Fairgrounds, Ford Road • 10am–4pm • Info or to book exhibit:
www.oceansidegardenshow.com, Debbie Schug 250-954-7434 •
IN COOMBS

Monday to Friday, June 4 to 8
Hypnosis Intensive Training Course—learn and practice
relaxation techniques, inductions, regression, self-hypnosis and
much more, class size limited • Location pending • 9:30am–4pm
• Fee: $700 for 5-day instruction • Deborah Mabee C.H.
Instructor, 250-360-0447, www.islandhypnosis.com • ON
PENDER ISLAND

‘What’s On?’ Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands        
SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)

MULTI-VENUE • $42.40! • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)

PROMOTE YYOOUURR EVENT!
islandtides@islandtides.com

WEATHERED WOOD?
BRING IT BACK TO LIFE!

PROFESSIONAL, ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY FINISH
AND RESTORATION FOR ALL YOUR WOOD; 

SIDING, ROOFS, LOGS & TIMBER FRAMES, DECKS,
FENCES, WINDOWS, DOORS, ETC…

KEEP YOUR INVESTMENT BEAUTIFUL

250-210-1178 WWW.JEWELTREEWOODCARE.COM
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Saving the world 
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at a time

For more than 20 years, the Pinch Group has 
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with the best practices of conventional investing.

The result: portfolios that you can feel good about 
owning while still sleeping well at night!

(250) 405-2468 (Victoria) or  1-877-405-2400

Learn more about socially responsible investing at:
www.pinchgroup.ca
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Briony Penn seeks federal
Liberal nomination
Well known Salt Spring environmentalist Dr Briony Penn will
seek the Liberal nomination in the Saanich-Gulf Islands riding in
the next federal election, expected soon. The nomination meeting
is on March 31. Penn has a formidable record of environmental
activism, including books, articles, a long-running TV show, and
is a co-founder of The Land Conservancy of BC.

Penn has been a stalwart member of the Green Party, and
intends to maintain her affiliation with the provincial
organization. She says she was approached by the Liberals, the
NDP, and the Greens to run federally.

Why choose the Liberals? Penn says she’s running ‘With my
green shirt on’ as part of what she sees as an unofficial alliance
between the Liberals and the Green Party across the country.
She’s hoping that voters will choose the best candidate regardless
of party, and that Elizabeth May and other Greens are elected.

But the real reason for Saanich–Gulf Islands lies in the
numbers from the 2006 election. The present MP, Gary Lunn,
won the riding with only 37.15% of the vote. The Liberals, NDP
and Green Party split the vote against him. The Green Party
candidate, Andrew Lewis, ran very strongly, particularly on the
Gulf Islands; had the Green vote been combined with the
Liberals, they would have been very close to winning, with
36.03%. The NDP, with Jennifer Burgis, got 26.54%, so if Penn
is nominated, and she is right about the unofficial alliance, it
could be a very close race.

Lunn is currently the Minister of Natural Resources in the
Harper Conservative government. He has been the Saanich-Gulf
Islands MP since 1997, when he ran for the Reform Party; the
riding was previously held by the NDP. In 2000 Lunn won under
the Canadian Alliance banner; he then joined the Progressive
Conservative caucus, was reported to have considered crossing
the floor to the Liberals, but returned to the Alliance, and finally
ended up with the Conservatives in 2004. 0
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service. This is but one of a number of potential legal issues being
explored.

In taking these steps I should emphasize that Saturna
Islanders are very satisfied with the quality of service provided
by the ferry personnel with whom we deal on a day-to-day basis.

Any businesses, individual residents or weekenders who
would like to join or support our group or would like to
understand our position more fully should email
haggisfarm@saturnacan.net as soon as possible. 0
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S
alt Spring Island master gardener and entomologist Linda
Gilkeson has written another book for those of us practical
folks who like to get down and dirty in our gardens. Her

first book, on year-round organic gardening on the coast, was
inspiring and extremely practical and this new book on safe and
effective ways to control pests is similarly down-to-earth.

The 146-page book includes sections on: pest management
basics; insects and other organisms; diseases and disorders;
weeds; and resources—there is plenty to learn. There are over
130 photographs and illustrations, some in colour. The pictures
are quite plain, ‘humble’ I’d say. 

The book begins with the quote, ‘prevention is the key to
successfully managing pests’ and a list of ways to prevent and
manage problems. This section has two handy lists: one on the
least toxic pest control products, the other on homemade
pesticides you can make yourself.

The insect section is divided into different categories,
including ones on leaf chewers, sap suckers and
root feeders. Slugs, of course, are covered too. The
section has a variety of black and white pictures,
which (as I said earlier) aren’t the greatest quality
but are still helpful for identifying problems.
Underneath each photo is a description of the
problem and ways to remedy it. 

Beneficial insects are also covered in this
section, with strategies to attract them. I loved the
simple instructions on how to make a mason bee
nest at home; I can just imagine kids enjoying this
as an afternoon project.

General information on disease prevention
starts off the next section, which also has black
and white pictures of diseases with ways to
combat them. Depressing pictures, but helpful
information. 

This section and the one on
insects form the bulk of the
book, however, the weed section
does include key instructions on
proper hand weeding and, for
the city folks, tips on how to
grow a weed-free lawn. The
book ends with a helpful
resource list that includes
reference websites.

Nothing fancy, this simple
book will be a reference on my shelf for years to come. 

West Coast Gardening: Natural Insect, Weed and Disease
Control, Linda A. Gilkeson, Trafford Publishing, 2006, $22.
Available from: Linda Gilkeson: 454 Mt. Belcher Hts. Salt
Spring Island, BC V8K 2J6, gilkeson@telus.net or
http://trafford.com. 0

Our home package system makes
it easy to build your home, cottage
or vacation retreat.

Post and Beam, Timber Frame, and Log
888-546-9663 • www.linwoodhomes.com

Proof Fax to: 250-                Attn: David Aujla Date: Aug 25/06

Hello David,

Here is your ad with the new address. We do not have the exact font
but this is pretty close. (We cannot modify the pdf you sent, only
layer on top of it.)

Please fax back sign-off/corrections on this page. 

Cheers,
Gillian

PROOF
Island Tides thanks you

for your patronage.

For copy alterations
please call 250-629-3660

or fax 250-629-3838.

Before
on

Gulf Islands’

Island Tides Publishing Ltd, Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0
Phone 250-629-3660       Fax 250-629-3838        Email: islandtides@islandtides.com

—puts your advertising where it will work hard for you!
17,500 copies—In every mailbox, on the ferries and at the ferry terminals

204-645 Fort St,
Victoria, B.C. V8W 1G2
david@victorialaw.com

Wise Island:
S/W exposure,
boat access only,
kayak friendly.
Eco-home, self
sufficient, healthy.

$475,000

250-478-2680     www.wiseisland.com

OFF-THE-GRID GULF
ISLAND WATERFRONT

HOME FOR SALE
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LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA
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ALSO
TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157    CELL 250-361-5028 
FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 21 Years

Please send your 2007
Voluntary Subscription 

Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?

If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our 70 free
boxes located across the Strait of Georgia and from

Victoria to Nanaimo, you can show your support and
appreciation by mailing a voluntary subscription of 

($25 + $1.50 gst = $26.25) to: 
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0

(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!
A heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you
who have given subscriptions. And keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste

them all in our scrapbooks! 

Book Review ~ Gillian Allan

Natural Insect, Weed and Disease Control

Ladysmith Marina–Future
Boating Mecca

Renovations are underway at the Ladysmith
Marina that will make it a major anchorage spot
between Victoria and Campbell River. Even
Albertan boaters are enquiring about the new facility after
hearing about the 60% increase in berths. The upgrade, which
includes boat-houses, is seen by local businesses as a ‘significant
tourism draw for the community.’ This is the fifth such-like
development for the Oak Bay Marine Group, who view the
Ladysmith project as a ‘nautical gateway to the Northern Gulf
Islands,’ according to Ladysmith Marina general manager, Rob
Waters.

Duncan Offers State of the Art Bingo
Fans might well have shouted Bingo! at the ribbon-cutting
ceremony of a new entertainment facility on Cowichan Way
earlier this month. It was that kind of celebration. The 16,500
square foot casino boasts 90 touch screen bingo terminals as
well as traditional paper bingo, 74 slot machines, one electronic
community game, lottery products, and food and beverage
service. There are even designated smoking and non-smoking
sections. Representatives of the British Columbia Lottery
Corporation (BCLO), Duncan Dabber Bingo Society (DDBS)
and Cowichan Tribes were on hand for the launch. Said BCLO
vice-president, bingo gaming, Marsha Walden, ‘This facility is
one example of how BC Lottery Corporation works with
communities to provide venues with great entertainment
choices.’ Added DDBS vice-president, Dave Clark, ‘Bingo players
are invited to experience the fun from 10am to 11pm seven days
a week.’

Bamfield Coast Guard ‘May Day’
When a distress call comes in on Bamfield Coast Guard’s VHF
radio, staff never know what they may face at the scene. In the
afternoon of Wednesday, February 28, they arrived at the mouth
of the Alberni Inlet to find five sports fishermen in various states
of grogginess, overcome by carbon monoxide fumes. A passing
boater had come across the distressed boat grounded on the
shore and notified authorities. The men were treated with
oxygen by a paramedic, and medi-evac’d to Vancouver General
Hospital. It is thought the carbon monoxide emanated from
either a heater or from a main engine.

Cowichan Valley School Stays Open
Although two schools will close in the Cowichan Valley School
District, Koksilah Elementary school will stay open for the next
school year. The public consultation process over which schools
to close had been lengthy, and at times, emotionally draining for
those involved. In the final analysis, it was the cultural education
program at Koksilah that kept it up and running. Three-quarters
of the students are First Nations children. Chief Harvey

Alphonse of Cowichan Elders is very happy with the ‘positive
news.’ Dropping enrollment has been blamed for the closure of
Young Elementary and Cowichan Station rural traditional
school.

Skull Find near Tofino Intriguing 
When part of a skull washed up on an island beach in Templar
Channel, west of Tofino, it might have been a perfect case for the
incomparable Silas Seaweed (see Island Tides book review,
March 8). Only this was real life. According to the executive
director of Tofino’s Tonquin Foundation, David Griffiths, the
skull was found in an area steeped in maritime history. 

But this find has RCMP, First Nations and historians puzzled.
First, there are those holes. They look somewhat like punctures,
say police. Others believe they could have been caused by
grapeshot. If the latter proves to be the case, the skull could have
belonged to a victim of the Tonquin occurrence of 1811. That
year, a fur-trading ship, the Tonquin, exploded after warring
with members of the Tla-o-qui-aht Tribe. A present-day
member of the Tla-o-qui-aht First Nation remarked that the
skull could just as easily be from a local grave. Many Aboriginal
gravesites were spoiled during this last winter’s storms. It will be
several months before RCMP forensic scientists come back with
answers.

Port Alberni Woman Commends
Kindness of Stranger

Large cities are often synonymous with their mean streets. But
when a Port Alberni resident drove down to Victoria with her
caregiver to attend a medical appointment, it was a different
story. Marianne Vermette has cancer, and uses a wheelchair due
to severe rheumatoid arthritis. Since it was February 14 her
daughter, who lives in Courtenay, had joined her mom and the
caregiver for lunch. When the check came, it brought a surprise—
a note saying ‘Happy Valentine’s Day’ with a heart drawn below.
Turned out a man seated at the adjacent table footed the bill.
Whoever you are, Marianne sends a huge thank you.

Comox Valley Host to Military
Exercises

This month in the Comox Valley, some 600 reservists and 100
regular militia will be involved in three military exercises. The
operation is called Cougar Salvo 2007 and will involve training
in ‘full spectrum operations.’ These include peacekeeping
support, humanitarian procedures and fighting an armed
enemy.

Littoral: Tales From
the Coast ~ Trysh Ashby-Rolls

Photo: Wendi Lopatecki
Ready to leap into Spring. On the Islands the nightly spring chorus
of frogs is in full swing.

LITTORAL, turn to next page

                                                    



A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.

• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct. 
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.

1,582 sq. ft. - $47,400         
FOB Vancouver (Standard Specs)

Your Island Representative
Russ Anderson

R. Anderson Technical Services
Port Alberni, BC

Phone: (250) 720-6000
Fax: (250) 720-2270

e-mail: russanderson@shaw.ca
View over 100 plans at:
www.nelson-homes.com
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• excellent
references

• fully insured

SHORELINE DESIGN
www.shorelinedesign.ca

Peter Christenson 250-629-8386

specializing in water access
over steep & rugged terrain

We s t C o a s t E s t a t e
Stunning 300 degree panoramic views encompassing the ocean,
mountains and gulf islands. �is immaculate 3 bedroom, 3 bath-
room home is exquisitely handcrafted in Yellow Cedar and exudes 
West Coast charm & warmth. It flows through several levels 
ending in a rooftop observatory. Situated on 7.39ac of parkland 
privacy featuring an orchard, 3 ponds, walking paths & several 
outbuildings including guest cottage or studio & workshops.
�ere is ample room for a small hobby farm. �is is the perfect 
escape for those wishing privacy and tranquility.

Proudly Offered at $875,000 
MLS 206064

w w w . i a n h e a t h . n e t

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone: (250) 386-7643

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Local Trust Area/Island Municipality 2006 2001 2001-2006 2001-2006 2006 2001 2001-2006 2001-2006 2006 2006
Population Population Population Numerical Total Private Total Private Private Dwelling Numerical Private Dwellings % Private Dwellings

Change (%) Population Dwellings Dwellings  % Change Private Dwelling Occupied by Occupied by
Increase Increase Residents Residents

Bowen Island 3362 2957 13.7 405 1640 1490 10.07 150.00 1339 81.6
Denman Island Trust Area 1095 1016 7.8 79 703 722 -2.63 -19.00 527 75.0
Gabriola Island Trust Area 4050 3522 15.0 528 2744 2466 11.27 278.00 1998 72.8
Galiano Island Trust Area 1258 1071 17.5 187 1289 1088 18.47 201.00 668 51.8
Gambier Island Trust Area 313 246 27.2 67 1083 1013 6.91 70.00 159 14.7
Hornby Island Trust Area 1074 966 11.2 108 968 999 -3.10 -31.00 547 56.5
Lasqueti Island Trust Area 359 367 -2.2 -8 298 349 -14.61 -51.00 205 68.8
Mayne Island Trust Area 1112 880 26.4 232 1107 1095 1.10 12.00 589 53.2
North Pender Island Trust Area 1996 1776 12.4 220 1671 1526 9.50 145.00 998 59.7
Saturna Island Trust Area 359 319 12.5 40 426 349 22.06 77.00 192 45.1
Salt Spring Island Trust Area 9780 9381 4.3 399 5309 5086 4.38 223.00 4386 82.6
South Pender Island Trust Area 236 159 48.4 77 189 166 13.86 23.00 124 65.6
Thetis Island Trust Area part A 372 349 6.6 23 463 453 2.21 10.00 170 36.7

TOTALS 25366 23009 10.2 2357 17890 16802 6.48 1088 11902 66.5

Note:  Private Dwellings Occupied by Residents is a new category for the 2006 Census.
Source:  Statistics Canada, 2006 Census data 

Islands Trust population grows ten percent in five years

T
he population of the Islands Trust Area grew by 10%,
while the number of private dwellings on the Islands grew
by 6.5% between 2001 and 2006, according to data

released March 13 by Statistics Canada.    
The rate of change ranged from a 2.2% decrease in the

Lasqueti Island Local Trust Area to a 48% increase in the South
Pender Island Local Trust Area. The greatest numerical
increases in population were experienced in the Gabriola and
Salt Spring Island Local Trust Areas and on Bowen Island.
These three Island communities also showed the greatest
increases in the number of dwelling units.

‘Overall, the Trust Area’s rate of population growth was double
the Canadian rate of 5.4% and the similar provincial growth rate of
5.3%,’ said Kim Benson, chair of Islands Trust Council.

Statistics indicate that the Gulf Islands are bucking the
national trend towards urbanization; Stats Can reported that on
average, Canada’s rural areas and small towns had grown by only
1%. (Fewer than 20% of Canadians lived in small towns and rural
areas in 2006.)

Owner-Occupiers 
‘This year the Census has included a new category—private
dwellings occupied by residents—which will be of interest in
many of our communities,’  said Benson. ‘Because this is the first
time the Census has included this category, we can’t compare it
with previous years, but it is a trend we will watch with interest.
There has been a concern on some Islands about a decline in
resident ownership of dwellings. In 2006, the rate of dwelling
unit occupancy by residents ranged from 83% on Salt Spring

Island, to less than 15% on Gambier Island. 
‘We will understand more about the reasons for these

changes once the demographic data are released in July,
showing the distribution of age groups on the Islands. We are
also looking forward to additional future releases of Census
information about housing affordability, mobility, and
employment.’

The Islands Trust contracts with Statistics Canada to provide
it with customized data for each of the Local Trust Areas and
Island municipalities in the Islands Trust Area. The data are
useful for a wide range of community planning purposes.  Trends
can be compared to those in British Columbia and Canada as a
whole by viewing the Statistics Canada report ‘Portrait of the
Canadian Population in 2006’.  0

Central Island Traffic Services Seek Witnesses
The RCMP are asking that anyone who witnessed an accident on February 28 on Highway 4
between Parksville and Port Alberni to please contact them. Two cars collided in the Cathedral
Grove stretch of the highway during a raging snowstorm. Central Island Traffic Services described
conditions as ‘very poor with limited visibility.’ 

Just before 9:40am an eastbound Acura suddenly lost control and swerved into the path of a
Jeep Cherokee heading west. The driver of the Jeep sustained minor injuries and an ambulance
transported her to Port Alberni Hospital. However, the passenger in the Acura died at the scene,
and the driver was airlifted to Victoria with severe injuries. Anyone who saw the accident is asked
to call 250-248-6111. 0

LITTORAL from page 6

The summary of a recently published paper
‘Gene-environment interactions influence
ecological consequences of transgenic animals’
in the Proceedings of the National Academy of
Science (March 6, 2007) says some genetically
modified fish are like ferocious tigers in a bare
tank but appear like pussy cats under more
natural conditions.

This finding suggests it will not be easy for
biologists to predict the ecological
consequences of escaped transgenic animals.
For example, salmon, genetically engineered to
over-produce growth hormone, can put on up
to 25 times the weight of wild salmon providing
aquaculturists with a faster way to raise fish to
market size. However, lab tests showed that
these transgenic fish are more aggressive
predators than wild salmon, raising concerns
that they could harm wild ecosystems if they
escape.

Fredrik Sundström and his colleagues at the
Fisheries and Oceans Centre for Aquaculture
and Environmental Research tested for
whether the GM fish would have the same
superiority in more natural conditions. When
they raised the fish alongside unmodified
salmon in stream tanks complete with gravel,
large rocks, logs and natural live prey, they
found that the GM fish still grew a little faster
and ate a little more than the others, but their
advantage was much smaller than when they
lived in a simple metal tank and ate pelleted
food.

That does not mean escaped GM fish would
not cause ecological damage, says Sundström—
only that biologists will need to work harder to
answer the question. ‘You can’t use fish reared
in the lab to predict what will happen in nature,’
he says. 0

GE fish behaviour hard to predict

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

A huge China Shipping Lines container ship is currently anchored in Plumper Sound. In the
winter, ‘parked’ freighters, bound for the Port of Vancouver, are a common sight in this
refuge from storms, tides and marine traffic. Container ships are a new phenomenon.
Recent congestion in Vancouver container terminals was caused by a two-week strike at CN
Rail; container ships are still waiting for available berths.

                          



Notice to the Public 

Southern Gulf Islands Trial Schedule Change

Beginning April 5 to June 22, 2007, BC Ferries 
will be testing a Friday evening shoulder 
season schedule for the Southern Gulf Islands.

VANCOUVER – SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS* 
(TSAWWASSEN)

GALIANO ISLAND (STURDIES BAY) 
LEAVE STOPS/TRANSFERS ARRIVE

As a result, some regularly scheduled sailing 
times will be changing.  The Southern Gulf 
Island schedule for this trial period is shown 
below.

8:15 pm   Thurs   Apr 5 
  Fri      Apr 6-Jun 22 non-stop

9:10 pm

TO MAYNE ISLAND (VILLAGE BAY) 
 LEAVE STOPS/TRANSFERS ARRIVE
4:10 pm   Thurs   Apr 5 

  Fri      Apr 6-Jun 22 non-stop
5:20 pm

TO PENDER ISLAND (OTTER BAY) 
 LEAVE STOPS/TRANSFERS ARRIVE

This trial shoulder season schedule is only 
intended to address the period before the peak 
summer months when traffic to the Southern Gulf 
Islands begins to increase. 4:10 pm   Thurs   Apr 5 

  Fri      Apr 6-Jun 22 1 stop Mayne
5:55 pm

SALT SPRING ISLAND (LONG HARBOUR) 
LEAVE STOPS/TRANSFERS ARRIVE

NOTE - The trial period will be in effect: 
Thursday, April 5th (Easter long weekend) 

8:15 pm   Thurs   Apr 5 
  Fri      Apr 6-Jun 22 1 stop Galiano 

10:05 pm

TO SATURNA ISLAND (LYALL HARBOUR) 
LEAVE STOPS/TRANSFERS ARRIVE

April 6th – June 22nd  (12 Fridays) 

The summer schedule will begin on June 27, 
2007.

4:10 pm   Thurs   Apr 5 
  Fri      Apr 6-Jun 22 

transfer at Mayne 6:05 pm

*Customers are advised to consult the BC Ferries schedule for additional throughfare 
options from Vancouver (Tsawwassen) to Vancouver Island (Swartz Bay) and the 
Southern Gulf Islands.  

Complete Southern Gulf Islands schedule 
information is available at www.bcferries.com or 
by calling 1-888-BCFERRY (223-3779) between 
7:00 am and 10:00 pm daily.  BC Ferries thanks 
our customers for their patience during this trial 
period.
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BC government scrambles to clarify TILMA 

T
he BC provincial government, faced with mounting
criticism of the Trade, Investment, and Labour Mobility
Agreement which it signed with the Government of

Alberta, has been scrambling to explain and reassure individuals
and local governments about the expected effects of this complex
document. It appears that, in their efforts to draft an all-inclusive
agreement, the two governments have over-reached themselves.

The Agreement was signed on April 28, 2006, and is
scheduled to come into effect on April 1 (within the next two
weeks). Until recently, the government has made little attempt to
publicize or explain it. (In fact, an NDP attempt on March 5 to
schedule a debate in the legislature was shut down abruptly by
the government, see article on page 1)

Documents very recently issued by the BC government now
attempt to clarify some aspects of this confusing Agreement.

Reassuring Municipalities
In addition to the provincial government, TILMA will apply to
municipalities and other
local governments, school
boards, publicly-funded
academic, health, and social
service entities, and a large
collection of Crown
corporations, and ‘non-
governmental bodies that
exercise authority delegated
by law.’

TILMA comes into effect
for local governments from
April 1, 2009; in the
meantime however, they
must not ‘adopt a measure
that would be inconsistent
with this Agreement or
amend or renew a measure
in a manner that would
decrease its consistency with
this agreement’ (Article 23).
So, in a way, it has been in
effect from the day it was
signed.

As the Agreement is
written, it has the clear
potential to be used to attack
all types of local bylaws. So
both the BC and Alberta
governments have
attempted to clarify
TILMA’s provisions with
respect to municipalities. This assurance has taken the form of a
joint letter from Colin Hansen (BC Minister of Economic
Development) and Guy Boutilier (Alberta Minister of
International, Intergovernmental and Aboriginal Relations). 

First, the Ministers promise negotiations: ‘This two-year
transitional period (to April 1, 2009) provides the time to
undertake further consultations and to negotiate any required
special provisions or exclusions for local governments and other
measures and sectors specifically identified as transitional.’

Then, they go on to reassure local governments: ‘As an
example, the TILMA is not intended to constrain local
governments’ ability to establish or maintain bona fide, non-
discriminatory measures such as zoning bylaws, height
restrictions, or rules applying to signage. Nor are we expecting
changes to land use decisions applying to areas like agricultural
land reserves or parks.’

We didn’t intend to provide a means to attack local bylaws,
they say, and just to make sure: ‘Should these types of measures
be specifically challenged under the TILMA, the governments of
the two provinces maintain the right to jointly declare their
interpretation of the agreement to make our intent clear.’ A
similar letter was sent to the Islands Trust.

If the two governments can be
believed, it would appear to
eliminate the possibility that
TILMA could spawn a series of
‘takings’ actions challenging zoning,
similar to what occurred in Oregon
(see Island Tides, December 14,
2006 at www.islandtides.com). But
up to now, no provision confirming
this statement of intentions has
been incorporated into the
Agreement.

Finally, say the governments,
municipalities can only be
challenged if their province agrees:
‘Municipalities are not required to
defend their own measures or pay
monetary awards. Only the
provincial governments can be
subject to the dispute settlement
process.’ This could have the
unintended result of giving the
province the power to determine
what local bylaws could be
challenged.

Non-Discrimination
The government now says ‘the only
way that BC could be subject to a
dispute under TILMA is if BC were
to discriminate actively against
Alberta-based companies or
individuals. If there is no

discrimination, there is no dispute.’  This is not new; since well
before TILMA, ‘measures’ that discriminate ‘actively’ (say,
purposely) against individuals or companies may be (and have

been) challenged in the BC courts on the simple basis of fairness.
But TILMA relies for its definition of discrimination on

Article 4, a version of NAFTA’s ‘national treatment’ clause:
‘1. Each Party [province] shall accord to:

a) like [similar], directly competitive or substitutable goods
b) persons
c) services
d) investors or investments of the other Party treatment no 
less favourable than the best treatment it accords, in like 
circumstances, to its own or those of any non-Party.

2. Each Party shall ensure that any charges it applies to
persons, goods, services, investments or investors of the other
Party are the same as those charged to its own, in like
circumstances, except to the extent that any difference can be
justified by an actual cost-of-service differential.’

Pretty broad; pretty vague.

More Grounds for Dispute
Article 6 of TILMA sets up other grounds for dispute: the
requirement that any ‘measure that is inconsistent with Articles
3, 4, or 5’ can only avoid challenge if it meets three tests:

‘a) the purpose of the measure is to achieve a legitimate 
objective

b) the measure is not more restrictive to trade, investment, or 
labour mobility than necessary to achieve that legitimate 
objective, and

c) the measure is not a disguised restriction to trade,

EXEMPTIONS
BC criticized the Agreement on Internal Trade because it only
included specific areas of legislation named in the agreement,
with all others being excluded. With this in mind, TILMA
takes the opposite approach and attempts to include
everything, but names specific exclusions. There are many
exclusions, and there is only room here to summarize them.

They include measures relating to:
• aboriginal peoples
• water
• taxation and revenue generation
• social policy
• compensation for losses from disasters or calamities
• assistance for publishers, films, etc.
• academic research, recreation, non-profits assistance
• procurements from certain parties (including lawyers);

of health and social services; where only one supplier can
supply; in urgent circumstances; in confidential situations; of
goods for resale etc.

• mineral resources
• renewable and alternative energy
• passenger transport; commercial vehicle insurance
• regional economic development, with some restrictions
• some forests, fish, and wildlife measures
• hazardous materials
• energy
• some BC Hydro and BC Transmission Corp. measures
• agricultural marketing
For more specific identification of exclusions, please refer

to the TILMA text. The exclusions for Alberta are different.

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
It was a puzzle how, by negotiating a sort of trade treaty with
Alberta, the BC government could bring in rules which
permitted virtually any individual or corporation to challenge
virtually any ‘measure’ (‘includes any legislation, regulation,
standard, directive, requirement, guideline, program, policy,
administrative practice or other procedure’) at any level of
government in the province.

It’s clear now that TILMA relies for its legality on a section
of the Agreement on Internal Trade, enacted in 1996 through
the federal constitutional power asserted by the AIT
Implementation Act. That’s why there has been no effort on
the part of either BC or Alberta to introduce legislation
ratifying TILMA (not to mention refusal to open the door to
debate in the legislature).

The AIT’s Article 1800 says that the AIT ‘shall not prevent’
any ‘trade enhancement arrangement’ that ‘liberalizes trade
beyond the level required by this Agreement’. But does ‘shall
not prevent’ mean ‘permit’ or ‘authorize’?

It’s questionable whether the original framers of the AIT
foresaw the use of a ‘trade agreement’ to facilitate such
potential intimidation of provincial and local government.
This question is particularly relevant when, as Ottawa trade
lawyer Steven Shrybman points out, this right of challenge is
extended to anyone within NAFTA, through its ‘national
treatment’ clause. There would be an excellent argument that
some aspects of TILMA go far beyond the intentions of the
AIT, and require new legislation, either provincial or federal.

TILMA FACTS, please turn to page 9
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320 Mary Street, Victoria                   (250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS

Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic

SPONSOR A "PAYPHONE LADY"
• Empower women in East Africa

to start their own micro-businesses
selling cell phone airtime to

 the public.

• Your donation of C$97.72 sponsors
a woman with a mobile phone, a
sim card, airtime, promotional
materials and training on how to
run her phone business.

• Tax receipt available upon request.

Visit
www.globaltext.ca

Tel: 1-250-592-5376
Toll Free: 1-866-592-3627

JAKOBSEN
A S S O C I A T E S

Custom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,

and Vacation Homes

www.jakobsenassociates.comK eit h Ja ko b sen
6 0 4 . 2 6 1 . 5 6 1 9 jakobsenk@netrover.com

Beginning July 12, 2007, there are 
new requirements for cattle producers; 
slaughterhouses; feed, pet food and 
fertilizer manufacturers; waste manage-
ment facilities and others who handle, 
transport or dispose of cattle remains. 

Everyone involved must be prepared. 

Visit www.inspection.gc.ca/bse or call 
1-800-442-2342 to learn more. 

I834_CFIA_3.125x6.64_E01.indd   1 2/15/07   12:32:42 PM

investment, or labour mobility.’
The question of what is a legitimate objective is dealt with

elsewhere (see Box), but obviously provides fertile grounds for
challenge. The question of whether a measure is not more
restrictive to trade than necessary provides endless potential for
dispute (see below). And finally, the possibility of a ‘disguised
restriction’ will exercise the imagination of the challenger,
particularly the paranoid.

‘Not More Restrictive Than Necessary’
‘Measures’ in government at any level must balance many
considerations; these are the well-known ‘multiple bottom lines.’
They include not only fairness, but human rights, social,
environmental, transportation, geographic, water, economics
(macro and micro), and many others, looking at the past,
present, and towards the future. 

The provision for ‘not more restrictive than necessary’ is a
clear effort to bias the assessment of any proposed measure
towards trade, and towards the present. It is possibly the most
insidious provision in the entire Agreement.

This may be the single criterion by which traders, investors,
and TILMA dispute panels, would judge a measure, but applied
to government it is an incredibly destructive notion; it is the
ultimate extension of the ‘government should be run like a
business’ mantra. 

It is the absolute expression of the primacy of trade as it is
expressed by Article 3 of TILMA:
‘Each Party shall ensure that its
measures do not operate to restrict
or impair trade between or through
the territory of the Parties, or
investment or labour mobility
between the parties’. 

But surely, a government for
which this is the single bottom line
would be both incompetent and
corrupt.

Harmonization
TILMA is essentially a tool that
gives business the power to
intimidate government. This is how
the pressure for harmonization to
the level of minimum trade
restriction is applied.

One of the best arguments for a
claim that a ‘measure’ is ‘not more
restrictive than necessary’ is to
point to a similar measure in
another jurisdiction that appears to
‘restrict or impair trade’ less.
Circumstances in another
jurisdiction may be quite different;
history, future expectations, or
other legislation may be different;
but on the surface, the specific measure being challenged may
appear ‘more restrictive.’ 

Yet Ministers Hansen and Boutilier say: With respect to
standards and regulations, the objective of TILMA is to jointly
reconcile or mutually recognize these measures where there are
any unnecessary differences, overlap or duplication. Under
TILMA, different standards and regulations may continue and
there is no requirement to de-regulate.’

The BC Ministry of Economic Development’s ‘Backgrounder’
on TILMA says: ‘Nothing in the TILMA requires a municipality
or the province to change laws to match those in the other
province, or to match the desires of a business or any other
person.’

Material put out by the BC provincial government states:
‘TILMA does not require harmonization of regulations. Nowhere
in the Agreement does it say this.’

However, TILMA (from Article 5) reads: 
1. Parties shall mutually recognize or otherwise reconcile
their existing standards and regulations that operate to
restrict or impair trade, investment, or labour mobility; and
5. Parties shall co-operate to minimize differences in
standards or regulations adopted or maintained to achieve
legitimate objectives. 

An analysis of TILMA prepared by Burnaby municipal staff
says: ‘The agreement states that the existing standards and

regulations of each party that impact on trade, investment or
labour mobility must be recognized by the other and/or
reconciled to remove the differences. This section provides the
incentive for reconciliation at the lowest common denominator;
reconciling standards to higher levels would be contrary to [the
‘not more restrictive than necessary’ provision].’

Nevertheless the provincial government insists:
‘Furthermore, nothing in the TILMA requires either BC or
Alberta to lower standards. In fact, the bias is to improve the
quality of consumer, health, environmental and other similar
standards.’ No examples are offered to back up this claim.

Dispute Resolution
TILMA’s dispute resolution procedure has been poorly
explained. The provincial government now says: ‘The dispute
resolution mechanism is effective and enforceable and accessible
by both persons and governments. Non-compliance can result in
a fine of up to $5 million.’ 

It’s not clear, however, whether it’s a fine or a damage award,
and who gets the money. In Articles 29 and 30, it’s referred to as
a ‘monetary award.’ 

Another provincial description: ‘TILMA includes a process
whereby disputes concerning the interpretation of the
Agreement can be settled by an independent panel. Provision for
financial awards has been included as part of this process, not to
allow for damage claims, but rather to ensure that the parties

comply with the findings of
these panels. Neither party
can be sued for damages
under the Agreement. The
sole basis of complaint is
that a province has allegedly
violated its obligations. If a
panel determines that this is
the case, the province is then
obliged to change its
offending measure. If this
occurs, the dispute comes to
an end and no financial
award can be made by the
panel. If, however, the
province continues to
maintain the offending
measure the panel is then
able to make a limited
financial award to the
complainant in certain
circumstances.’ (Article
29(7(b))): ‘if one of the
disputants is a person, issue
a monetary award…’ ) The
panel may also apportion
costs ‘at its discretion.’

And finally, ‘No more
than one dispute may be lodged on what is essentially the same
complaint.’  It’s not clear, however, whether they mean more
than one dispute at the same time. Article 34(2) reads: ‘A person
may not initiate any proceedings under this Part regarding any
measure that is already the subject of proceedings under this
Part until such time as those ongoing proceedings have been
completed.’

Frivolity
Will this lead to frivolous actions? The province doesn’t think so:
‘Frivolous complaints are unlikely for a number of reasons:
emphasis is on resolution of disputes through consultations; the
overall goal of the process is to obtain a correction to the subject
measure, not damages; dispute panels may charge the full costs
of the dispute settlement process to losing complainants (such
costs will be significant in most cases); and only if a panel’s
recommendations are ignored can a complainant then ask that
the panel be recalled to take further action. A monetary award
would not be granted unless the party has failed to comply with
the panel’s recommendations and the damages caused by the
measure have been significant. 

Only very serious complaints would go forward through the
formal, costly dispute resolution process and would involve
either discriminatory measures or measures intended to protect
specific commercial interests.’

Well, maybe. 0

LEGITIMATE OBJECTIVES
TILMA allows the following ‘legitimate objectives:
a) Public security and safety
b) Public order
c) Protection of human, animal or plant life or health
d) Protection of the environment
e) Conservation and prevention of waste of non-renewable 

or exhaustible resources
f) Consumer protection
g) Protection of the health, safety and well-being of workers
h) Provision of social services and health services within the

territory of a Party
i) Affirmative action programs for disadvantaged groups
j) Prevention or relief of critical shortages of goods 

essential to a Party
Considering, among other things, where appropriate,

fundamental climatic or other geographical factors,
technological or infrastructural factors, or scientific
justification . . . .’

Burnaby officials commented: The civic measures dealing
with quality (quality of life, neighbourhoods, etc.) are not
covered as legitimate objectives and are therefore subject to
challenge under the agreement.

It is important to note that measures to achieve even these
‘legitimate’ objectives are subject to the ‘not more restrictive ...
than necessary’ provisions of TILMA’s Article 6.

TILMA FACTS, from page 9

In a bid to protect women facing violence in their own home,
Claire Trevena, the New Democrat Critic for Women’s Issues,
has introduced a motion in the BC Legislature calling on the
government to reinstate the zero tolerance policy for violence
against women, which was eliminated by the provincial
government in 2003.

‘We’ve seen far too many cases where women are trapped in
a violent relationship because there’s nothing to support them,’
said Trevena, MLA for North Island. ‘That’s why on behalf of the
New Democrat caucus I tabled this motion, which would
reintroduce the policy of pressing charges in cases where there’s
violence against a woman in a relationship.’

Trevena’s motion reads as follows: ‘Be it resolved that this

House urge the Government to reintroduce the Violence Against
Women in Intimate Relationships policy in cases where violence
against women is alleged.’

‘When the BC Liberal government left women without the
protection of a zero tolerance policy, it did nothing to monitor the
effects,’ said Trevena. ‘Women have been left with little
protection and we keep seeing, time and again, women being
attacked in their homes. I hope that the government has the
courage to support this motion and ensure women in BC are safe
in their homes,’ Trevena continued.

Trevena encouraged all concerned citizens to contact the
Premier and appeal to him to bring back the zero tolerance
policy. 0

The present 6:30pm Friday night sailing remains in place.
The ship carries passengers to Galiano and Mayne allowing a
drop-off for Saturna passengers.  Without Pender on board this
frees up space for more cars for all 3 of these Islands and they
suffer no change in their Friday night schedule. It is also easier to
load the boat with only 3 Islands not 4 on board, saving time.
And the ship would save on fuel as it would only return to
Tsawwassen from Mayne not Pender

The ship returns to Tsawwassen and leaves much earlier
(perhaps 9pm?) than the present 10:25pm sailing and services
Pender and Salt Spring. At present, apparently, this is an under
utilized sailing, therefore adding Pender to the mix would make
it a more efficient use of that sailing. 

Salt Spring passengers would get to their island earlier and
Pender would keep a Friday night sailing. 

The only downside I see to this schedule is it would mean
forfeiting the Friday night through-sailing from Pender to
Tsawwassen. I was told this is a very under utilized sailing carry
approximately 25 cars. These cars could go to Swartz Bay on the
7:10pm sailing and connect with the 9pm sailing to Tsawwassen.
Obviously this is not as good an option for these particular
passengers. However, as the BC Ferries is telling the public that
these schedule changes are in fact a way of providing better and
more efficient service in a timely and cost saving way, I don’t
think hanging on to this sailing in face of the other possibilities is
a practical one.

This proposed schedule would provide Friday night service to
all of the Gulf Islands with as little disruption to the present
schedule as possible, as the only change is in the last run of the
night, so the transfer connections are not the usual concern.

Margaret Mould, Vancouver

Ed’s Note: See also ‘Commentary by Priscilla Ewbank:
Highway or a Dead End? Time to Take a Stand on Ferry
Service,’ page 3)

Appeal for no tolerance of violence against women
LETTERS from page 5

LETTERS, please turn to page 10
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“Our lives are a lot less stressful”
Thanks to the Rental Assistance Program, Geraldine and 
her family can make ends meet while she’s going to school 
and working in her spare time. The Province has recently 
raised the maximum household income ceiling for the 
Rental Assistance Program, meaning more working families 
with a combined gross income of less than $28,000 
are eligible. 

B.C. families, like Geraldine’s, who rent in the private market, 
may be eligible to receive direct cash assistance for their 
monthly rent payments. Families must have at least one child 
under the age of 19, lived in B.C. for the past 12 months and 
been employed at some point during the past year.

For more information on the Rental Assistance Program, 
contact BC Housing at 604-433-2218 in the Lower Mainland 
or 1-800-257-7756 elsewhere in B.C. 

www.bchousing.org

H O U S I N G M AT T E R S

07-3210_RAP_LalondeTestAd_5w.ind1   1 3/8/07   10:54:25 AM

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF 

CROWN LAND
Take notice that Rae Gertrude

Becker of Mayne Island, BC
intends to make application to
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for a 10-year
License of Occupation for
Residential-Private Moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
Land located in the vicinity of
Navy Channel. 

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is #1412950. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed to
the Section Head, Integrated
Land Management Bureau at
#142-2080 Labieux Road,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until April 20, 2007. ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at
www.afg.gov.bc.ca/clad/index.h
tml under Tenure Overview
and Program Information for
more information.

Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau’s regional
office.

SUBJECT PROPERTY

NAVY
CHANNEL

SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS 
HARBOURS COMMISSION

MONTAGUE HARBOUR 
ADDITIONAL FLOAT
CONTRACT MO-07-1002

INVITATION TO TENDER
Sealed Tenders,plainly marked on the envelope “Southern
Gulf Islands Harbours Commission, Montague Harbour
Additional Float—Contract MO-07-1002” will be
received by the Director of Corporate Services of the
Capital Regional District at their offices at 625 Fisgard
Street, Victoria, British Columbia up to 2:30 pm,
Thursday, April 12, 2007, at which time they will be
opened in public.

The works to be constructed under this Contract
generally include the following, and for which all materials,
plant and labour are to be supplied by the Contractor:
Supply and install a new timbered float, approximately 9
x 60 feet (nine by sixty feet), including new floatation
billets and re-configuring present anchor chains and
concrete anchors. Replace certain additional present
anchor chains at adjacent floats.

Specifications,Drawings,Contract Documents,and Tender
Form may be seen at the offices of the Construction
Association of Victoria, 1075 Alston Street,Victoria; and
the Capital Regional District, 625 Fisgard Street,Victoria,
on or after Thursday, March 22, 2007.

Copies may be obtained from the Capital Regional
District, on payment of $26.75 ($25.00 + $1.75 GST) for
each copy requested, the sum of which is refundable
upon return of the documents in good condition within
30 days of tender opening.

The lowest or any tender will not necessarily be
accepted.
There will be no scheduled site meeting.

For tendering and technical enquiries on this project
please contact Al Cannon, Ports Manager, Southern Gulf
Islands Harbours Commission, 250-539-3036, E-mail:
shoresun@cablelan.net.

Al Cannon, Ports Manager,
Southern Gulf Islands Harbours Commission

any longer all resulted in the agreement
becoming public enough that Minister Colin
Hanson has begun sending out so called
‘clarifications.’

I won’t bother readers with the clarifications
as interestingly Hanson doesn’t seem to have
any problems at all getting coverage in the
mainstream media. What I will mention is that
the following motion was tabled in the
legislature by the Intergovernmental Affairs
Critic Michael Sather on Monday March 5: 

‘Be it resolved that this House urge the BC
Government to introduce the Trade,
Investment and Labour Mobility Agreement
between British Columbia and Alberta to this
House for full debate before it comes into effect
on April 1, 2007.’

This motion was voted down by the
government, thereby surprising few. 

The full debate on the motion can be found
in the Hansard at:
http://www.leg.bc.ca/hansard/38th3rd/H703
05x.htm. Good luck hearing about it anywhere
in the mainstream media—sadly that includes
the CBC. But I digress.

I want to talk about the difference between
this agreement and the one that might have
been written if only we had a government that

wanted the best for the ordinary citizen.
Imagine that. Imagine government that
thought that all the citizens it serves deserve the
best. Such a government would say to itself:
‘Self,’ it would say, ‘seeing as we want to figure
out a way for businesses to be able to move
easily across provincial boundaries, and seeing
as we want the very best for all our citizens, and
seeing as we want to protect the environment,
and seeing as regulations are created to protect
both citizens and the environment, well then
self,’ it would say, ‘I'll just go ahead and
harmonise those regulations to the ones that
are most protective! I’ll create government by
the highest common denominator! And
furthermore,’ it would say to itself, ‘I think I’ll
just run my thinking by all the citizens in the
province just to make sure I haven’t
inadvertently done any harm, because I
absolutely don’t want to do any harm to the
citizens and environment I was elected to
serve.’

Imagine that folks. Imagine a government
that consulted not just business, but ordinary
citizens—you and me—about its trade
agreements. Why, that might almost look like …
democracy!  0

GOOD GOVERNMENT from page 4

TILMA’s Local Effects
Pointed Out

The following letter was sent to eighty
municipalities at the beginning of March.
Dear Mayor and Council:
At the end of last year a small but focused group
of us (non-partisan we would like to have it
known) sent you a letter with attachments,
describing in some alarming detail our
concerns about the new trade agreement
between British Columbia and Alberta (now
commonly referred to as TILMA). We tried to
provide enough information to cause you to
come to a similar conclusion which then
hopefully would cause you, as elected
representatives from your respective
communities, to demand repeal of this vile
document. While the response has not been
overwhelming there have been a few of you who
made the time to understand TILMA and/or
seek thoughtful advice from senior staff. For
this and more we are grateful.

For those of you not caring to take on yet
another assignment in what are probably busy
lives, we thought the two attachments to this

second letter would give you further and
valuable insights. The first is a news report of an
assessment given by Saskatoon’s city solicitor.
She makes no bones that ‘cities like Saskatoon,
which have a long history of doing things first
and doing things differently, will be at the
greatest risk of TILMA challenges.’ She further
wrote, ‘based on the information that we have
to date, it is possible to assume that TILMA
cannot be adjusted to fit cities.’

The second reference is a report prepared by
the Director of Finance, City of Burnaby.
Following a very fair and complete appraisal he
concludes that TILMA ‘has the potential to have
far reaching negative impacts on municipal
objectives; therefore it is recommended that
Burnaby ask the Union of BC Municipalities to
review the agreement and consult with the
provincial government and municipalities, with
the intent of making required changes,
exempting municipalities, or having the province
withdraw from the agreement in its entirety.’ 

As our small group lives in an unorganized
area and cannot turn to an association such as

W
ith the publication of Eagle in 2005,
Jack Whyte completed his cycle of
nine novels on the Arthurian legend,

which had taken him more than a quarter of a
century to write. His many admirers around the
world experienced a sense of loss when they
finished reading Eagle; for them, it was like
reaching the end of a long enchantment, and
having only the pleasure of reliving the past, but
with nothing new to look forward to in the
future.

But, in 2006 he published Knights of the
Black and White, the first novel of a new trilogy
on the Knights Templar. Thanks to Holy Blood,
Holy Grail by Baigent, Leigh and Lincoln in
1982 and to the blockbuster novel, Da Vinci
Code by Dan Brown in 2001, the interest in the
shadowy Knights Templar has never been
stronger.

The story begins in the French town of
Anjou in 1088, and the reader is quickly
introduced to a young knight, Hugh de Payens,
as he is inducted into a secret society that

accepts one son from each generation of the
most powerful families in France. The
members of The Order of Rebirth in Sion owe
loyalty to the ancient brotherhood above their
loyalty to the church or the state. 

Whyte’s extensive and accurate knowledge
of the history of this period, together with his
masterful creation of realistic characters,
produces an exciting and thought-provoking
tale. The details of the Crusades, of the
difficulties of life in the Holy Land, and the
creation of the Poor Fellow Soldiers of Christ, a
unique order of fighting monks, are set against
a backdrop of religious and sectarian strife.
However, the real aim of the Order is to find a
hidden treasure of huge religious and political
significance, which is buried deep in the centre
of Jerusalem.

This first novel ends on a high note and
engenders a deep sense of expectation for what is
to come. If you enjoy well-researched historical
fiction, then you will find the Knights of the Black
and White a rewarding experience. 0

Book Review ~ Barry Mathias 

Jack Whyte Latest Novel: 
Knights of the Black and White

LETTERS from page 9

LETTERS, please turn to page 11

Park rangers are becoming an increasingly rare
sighting in British Columbia’s parks, according
to an environmental group that has analyzed
internal documents of the Environment
Ministry.

The Western Canada Wilderness
Committee said today it obtained documents,
under the Access to Information Act, that show
a sharp reduction in the number of park
rangers, whose jobs are to safeguard parks,
wildlife and visitors.

‘Freedom of Information documents also
reveal that there are currently only 10
permanent rangers in BC, a decline of 62%
from 2001, when 27 permanent full-time

rangers were employed,’ said the
environmental group in a written statement.
‘Currently, there is just one permanent ranger
responsible for every 1,300,000 hectares of
protected areas in the province, or conversely,
one permanent ranger for every 85 parks.’

The group also said the documents show
that the number of parks staff has also dropped
dramatically in the last decade.

‘In 1996, when the park system was smaller
(8,266,000 hectares protected), there were 356
[full-time-equivalent]  employees,’ said the
group. Currently, there are just 175 … BC Parks
employees responsible for 13,000,000
hectares.’ 0

BC rangers are a rare breed

                                                        



HOME  & PROPERTY SERVICES

MAUI 
Vacation Condos

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views

Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

D. A. SMITHSON 
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252  or
250-478-6937
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1-877-655-3707
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#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
4Road test by qualified  

technician
4Cleanand inspect 

transmission pan 
440-point driveline 

safety check

only
$39.95

* 
for cars

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)

SIDNEY 
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES

• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP & 
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg iinn…… 
PPVVCC DDeecckk MMeemmbbrraanneess
&& AAlluummiinnuumm RRaaiilliinnggss
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
CCAALLLL DDAAVVEE WWOOOODDEE

CCOONNTTRRAACCTTIINNGG::
225500--553377--22999900 oorr 
11--880000--880044--66228888

SSeerrvviicciinngg tthhee GGuullff IIssllaannddss

GETAWAYS

MARINE

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing 

• Custom Flashing 
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters  

1-877-652-0599
Member:  Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca 

FREE
SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL
Gulf Islands

Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan 

1-250-744-6842

Boxed ads starting at $30
250-629-3660

AUTOMOTIVE REAL ESTATE
If you are looking for Salt Spring
Real Estate you should use the
Ultimate Property Search
www.escapetosaltspring.com Scott
Simmons Sutton Westcan Realty

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230
Southern Gulf 

House & Cottage Rentals

PENDER ISLAND LONG TERM:
Spectacular views from almost
every window are yours in this
spacious 2 + bedroom home. The
large lower area might be used as
a studio/ office/family room-$1300.
Licensed Property Management
on the Gulf Islands since 1994.

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT •  RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

ISLAND
MARINE

Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile

Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

MOVED
HOMES

40+ buildings 
available

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-606-2237

FOR RENT

HELP WANTED
Caretaker required. Galiano Island,
galiano.gulfislands.com/cliffhouse.
Long-term position available. We
are looking for a mature,
responsible, reliable couple with
B&B experience to manage the
Cliffhouse Cottages. References
required. Call Teresa LaMontagna
604-253-1450 or treel@telus.net.

WATER TAXI
Serving All The

Southern 
Gulf Islands

Docside Charters
250-217-4488

COASTAL POWER 
INSTALLS 

GENERATORS
• Commercial Units
• Home Stand-Bys
• Sales, Service, Parts

AUTHORIZED  
SERVICE DEALER 

for

BE  PREPARED

COASTAL POWER
SERVICE LTD.

CALL 250-383-2536

Rent or Lease
Quality Pre-Owned 

Cars & Trucks

GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

We will pick you up 
from Ferries & Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

Monthly Rentals 
from $525

Mention this ad &
get 10% off first
month’s rental.

GSA Auto Rentals 

660044..888855..00664466
aalluummiittuubbss@@tteelluuss..nneett

CCoommee oonn iinn!!

WWoooodd--FFiirreedd
HHoott TTuubbss

FOR SALE
Baby Chicks –Rhode Island Reds,
Buff Orpingtons, Light Brahmas,
Barred Rocks, 250-652-3345.
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yours, we feel the Director’s very clear recommendation should
apply to the whole province. Those among us, yourselves
included, know from experience that no amount of ‘don’t worry,
just trust us’ talk from the provincial government will not
dissuade those bent on using the full extent of any law, as long as
it exists. If TILMA stands it will get used and probably not in our
best interests.

Erik Andersen, John Hill, Chris Bowers, Terrance Hanna,
Jamie Lawrence, Gabriola Island

Patrick Brown & TILMA
Dear Editor:
British Columbia should erect a monument in honour of Patrick
Brown! We have never met. But, I have read his consistent
soundings of the alarm. I haven’t found many others who give
readers the facts as he does. Thus far, from all that I have come
upon regarding his reporting, he provides a high public service.
His warnings are only magnified today by too many others in the
media who, indeed, opt for ‘reporting’ what they are told. Mr
Brown digs and reports. Readers of Island Tides are the
beneficiaries.

How many folks, besides good readers, have picked up on
what he tells us? Patrick Brown is informing us about the
poisonous garden that is being laid for Canada and how it’s
occurred. Take, for example, his trumpeting of how TILMA
continues to be foisted upon Canadians, fully tailored in the dark.
Now, that sounds pretty ‘democratic,’ doesn’t it?

The current apathy has ushered in the forthcoming costly
effects of TILMA. Canadians, brace yourselves! How could so
many Canadians sit in their convenient chairs with, at best,
mouths agape with TILMA’s soon-to-be-implemented
consequences only days away? Its costs will be tremendous. Mr
Brown keeps telling how they will affect you. Feel fortunate that
he hasn’t been silenced yet or that he’s not asleep at the wheel.

How much clearer could a reporter be when he or she points
out (Island Tides, March 8, 2007) that agreements created
without ‘due process’, yes, without due process, are destined to
result in the ‘decline of democracy’? Are you bothered yet?
Agreements without public debate are intended to adversely
affect those not privy to them by design and for specific reason.
If your legislator has been asleep regarding TILMA, should you
capitulate and ignore a destructive train that is heading right for
you?

Hats off to Patrick Brown and Island Tides for its open
publication of his warnings.

Dennis H Tuzzio, Salt Spring Island

Thanks Chossudovsky
Dear Editor:
I want to thank Michel Chossudovsky for his article ‘The Crusade
for Oil’ in the last issue of the Islands Tides.

When will we learn that war kills and injures mostly innocent
civilians and they are almost always the poor. War kills those
who are already victims of the world. And who are the victors to

whom all the spoils (in this case oil) go? … the bullies who want
more then their share of the world’s resources and they are
willing to sacrifice the children of others. In the case of Iraq over
600,000 children. Why we put up with this is the real question.

Jean Gelwicks, Salt Spring Island

Galiano Island OCP Review 
Dear Editor:
I am writing as a property owner on Galiano for over 50 years. I
believe that it is very important to have a full Official Community
Plan Review to create options that work for Forest Lands and the
community. The Official Community Plan directs the future of
our Island and is the legal framework and the democratic
process for making land use decisions.

I oppose F1 lands being given residential entitlement without
going through a rezoning process and this should be part of a full
OCP process. Carol Paulsen, Galiano Island

Ed’s Note:The following letter was sent to the March session
Islands Trust Council taking place on Gabriola Island and
forwarded to ‘Island Tides’ for publication. 

Galiano’s LTC has received 160 letters from Islanders
recommending an OCP review.

A delegation from Galiano is hiring a boat to travel to
Gabriola to attend Trust Council in order to make a appeal for
the arrangement of the Trust Budget to allow speedy start to
Galiano’s overdue OCP Review.

Dear Trust Council:
Too often we look back in history and pinpoint one moment
when we could have made a difference in the world, if only we’d
acted. There! we say, I could have done that, and so much harm
could have been avoided, so much good done. On Galiano, that
moment is now.

Unique among the Trust islands because of its history under
tree farm certificate until the early ‘90s, 40% of Galiano remains
zoned for forestry, protected against rapid development by stout
bylaws that have withstood the test of court. Residential use of
these lands is allowed through OCP/LUB provisions for
rezoning, as is typical throughout British Columbia, which gives
the community a say in the nature and speed of development.
Not content with these residential rights, the 37 private and 24
corporate owners of the forestlands have long agitated to remove
the safeguard of rezoning, asking to overturn our bylaws to allow
residential use of the forest zone. And who can blame them?
They bought land cheaply exactly because of the zoning, and this
change to the bylaws would make a juicy windfall, a hefty return
on their speculative investment. The question is: What would the
community get from this giveaway. If we are going to make such
a drastic and irrevocable change to two-fifths of the Island,
shouldn’t the community be consulted?

And here we come to the nub of the issue. Ignoring their
campaign promise to ‘heal the community’, our local trustees
have proposed to establish residential use of the forestlands.

Shrugging off an outpouring of requests to discuss this issue in
the context of a full OCP Review, they have instead decided to
skip the policy discussion and examine the “F1 question” in two
brief poorly-organized public meetings with a shifting agenda
and only lip-service to dialogue. When advised they might ask
Council for money to start a real review, they did ask  for money,
but not for an OCP Review but to implement the bylaw change,
a move that can only be seen as deeply cynical. I ask you to reject
the request for money to implement changes that haven’t
received due process. I ask you instead to fund a real OCP Review
on Galiano and guide the trustees in how the process works.  

I ask you to think about how you will look back on this day
twenty years from now. Will you look back with regret that you
had it in your hands to save an island but didn’t, or will you look
back with pride that you acted with foresight and integrity to do
the right thing?

Jerry Azevedo, Galiano Island 

World Day For Water
Dear Editor:
March 22, 2007 is the first world water day, a United Nations
initiative stemming from a 1992 conference on environment and
development, the primary concerns being global water scarcity
and contamination. The UN has proclaimed the years 2005-
2015 ‘International Decade for Action: Water for Life.’  

Water is a precious resource on this planet. Seventy percent
of the surface of the earth is water and our environment is
maintained by water circulating in various forms.  Our bodies are
also made up of 70% water, we owe much of our health and well-
being to pure water.  

Researcher Dr Masaru Emoto, author of The Hidden
Messages in Water has made some very fascinating discoveries
about water. By capturing images of water through high speed
photography at the moment of freezing, Emoto discovered that
water is capable of reorganizing and retaining information in
response to its environment and the information (or vibration)
in the environment. 

Visually, water crystals formed from polluted waters showed
distorted patterns whereas pure water formed beautiful,
complex patterns. This was also found when words and thoughts
were in the environment; positive thoughts and words revealed
brilliant crystals and destructive thoughts resulted in incomplete
formations. Emoto’s work shows that it’s not only the physical
environment that affects water but also our consciousness.  

We now have profound evidence that we can use water as a
means to heal ourselves and our planet through positive thought.
Try blessing your water the next time you take a drink or as
Emoto has done tape labels with the words ‘Love,’ ‘Thank-you’
and ‘Appreciation’ on your water bottles and the next time you
are riding the ferry take a moment to ‘love’ your ocean. 

For more information on Dr Masaru Emoto’s work visit
www.masaru-emoto.net. For information on world water day
visit world.waterday.org.

Nicola Povey, Pender Island 0
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S
ince 1997, over 32 land trusts have formed across BC,
working as charitable non-profit organizations to protect
BC’s diverse natural and cultural heritage. Under the

umbrella of The Land Trust Alliance of BC, land trusts work with
British Columbians to protect areas of ecological diversity, native
grasslands, heritage sites, wetland and riparian areas. Other
lands are models for sustainable working farms, ecoforestry,
‘organic chocolate factories’, and family ranches. Protecting
natural areas is a good way of removing carbon from the
atmosphere, and providing a landscape adaptable to change and
to the conservation of water.

Through participation with land trusts, thousands of people
across BC have left a legacy for future generations. In the last ten
years, BC’s land trusts have protected over half a million acres of
land (equivalent to the area of Greater Vancouver). On March 17,
at this year’s Land Trust and Stewardship Seminar Series held at
the Cowichan Outdoor Education and Conference Centre, staff
and boards of land trusts celebrated with some of the people who
have created this legacy.

Legacy Creation Stories
The following 12 people and organizations are a cross-section of
the thousands of British Columbians protecting places in their
communities and backyards through a combination of
conservation tools and help from land trusts.

1. Ruth Masters wanted to be
sure that the trail she had
created on her 20-acre property
along the Puntledge River
would remain ‘when I’m on the
other side of the grass.’ She
donated 18 acres to the Regional
District of Comox-Strathcona
and registered a conservation
covenant with two land trusts
on title to protect it.

2. Judy and Brian
Bloomfield restored a salmon-
rearing channel on their 20-acre
property in the Agricultural
Land Reserve on the outskirts of Courtenay. They donated a
conservation covenant to the Comox Valley Land Trust on a 6.5
acre section protecting the channel and the adjacent riparian
forest.

3. Daniel Terry worked with the Denman Conservancy
Association to register a conservation covenant on his 4-acre
chocolate factory property. Located on a ridge, this property
contains threatened Douglas-fir and arbutus, which are now
protected through the covenant.

4. Ilse Leader, a grandmother and weaver on Salt Spring
Island says, ‘I think it’s a wonderful idea to preserve the nature
on your property for future generations. It was a wonderful place
for my kids to grow up. It sounds like everybody else is saying it,
but the changes on the island are happening so fast, I felt that I
could do something.’

5. David Price of Mandalay Developments purchased the
Matson Lands in Victoria to build residential condominiums. He
agreed to donate 2.5 acres of endangered shoreline Garry oak
habitat through Environment Canada’s Ecological Gifts
Program, creating a conservation area now owned and managed
by Habitat Acquisition Trust (HAT).

6. Ab Singh leases his Delta organic vegetable farm from
Ducks Unlimited Canada, who purchased it from him in 1995.
Ab follows a management agreement in which he harvests
vegetables and then plants a winter cover crop (such as winter
wheat or barley) as grazing forage for thousands of waterfowl

annually.

7. Dale and Anita Lehman donated their 60-acre, old-growth
forest with artesian springs near Osoyoos as a nature reserve to
TLC, The Land Conservancy of BC.

8. The Thomson family donated a portion of their farm for
wetland restoration and a wildlife sanctuary in Kelowna.

9. Hugh McLuckie, manager, and Ray van Steinberg, owner,
of Pine Butte Ranch protect wildlife and native grasslands on
their cattle ranch in the East Kootenays due to agreements with
The Nature Conservancy of Canada.

10. Brian McKenzie of Tech Cominco Metals Ltd facilitated
the sale of 600 acres of company lands at bargain prices to retain
community trails, a heritage site and wildlife habitat.

11. Elizabeth White, volunteer fundraising coordinator, raised
millions in individual and corporate support to protect Burgoyne
Bay, one of many parks in BC that have been protected through
the collaboration of people and land trusts.

12. In addition to the 32 Land Trusts already working across
BC, two new First Nation Land Trusts have recently been
registered, currently awaiting charitable status. They will use
education, restoration and stewardship tools, in addition to
some acquisition projects, to protect natural and cultural
heritage sites. 

For more information about land trusts:
www.landtrustalliance.bc.ca. 0
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Why wait? Build green now!
CANADIAN WOODEN DOMES

• Eco-friendly &
Energy Efficient

• Unique, versatile
& aesthetically 
pleasing

• Earthquake &
Hurricane 
Resistant

• Simple & Quick 
to Erect

• Cost Effective

For information:1-877-982-3322
www.canadianwoodendomes.ca

Our domes are ideal for healthy
homes, inspiring studios, yoga centres  
and tourist or recreational lodges.

VISIT A FINISHED LODGE AT:
WWW.DomeQuixote.COM

Ten year celebration for BC’s land trusts

O
ne night, a cabbage truck drove up to the emergency
room where Dr Dave Welch was working last year
carrying five men—four of them still alive. The men were

covered in cabbage leaves when they were carried into
emergency. They had been driving a car without lights and had
smashed head-on into a bus. ‘Often five guys at night time
without their lights on are hoodlums,’ Welch explains, ‘The bus
driver had left them, afraid for his own life.’ 

The night would continue with the usual fifty or more
patients coming into emergency, almost every one critically ill
and unstable with car-injury trauma, TB and AIDS, and most
needing to be admitted. This is medicine in Africa.

At the end of May 2006, Dr Dave Welch left a two-year stint
at the Chemainus Health Care Centre and travelled to Kijabe,
Kenya. He volunteered his medical expertise for three months
with the Africa Inland Mission working at Kijabe Hospital, an
hour north of Nairobi. He contributed $20,000 out of his own
pocket, taking along his wife and two teen-aged daughters. 

Much of Dr Welch’s time in Kijabe was spent doing
procedures he had learned twenty years earlier but had not done
since—managing ventilators, treating patients in septic shock or
comatose, or with bleeding in the brain. ‘They were going to
teach me how to do C-sections but I said ‘I’m learning too much
else’,’  said Welch. ‘Next time I come, you can teach me how to do
C-sections.’

While Canada has slumped down to fifth place in the Human
Development Index (HDI) after years of holding the top position,
Kenya holds the ignominious spot of 154 out of 177 countries;
58% of the population lives below the poverty line. 

In a Canadian hospital, we have luxuries that Kenyans can
only dream of. In Canada, Welch would have referred all the
patients he saw in the emergency room to other doctors, but in
Kenya he had no choice but to treat them himself. Compared to
treating AIDS patients with meningitis or tuberculosis, or head
trauma patients without CT scans in Kijabe, medicine in Canada
is a whole different ball game: here, it is more about telling
patients that they are alright. ‘They treat doctors as your
grandmother,’ Welch said. ‘A lot of patients [in Canada] when
they come to see you want reassurance. They don’t necessarily
want a diagnosis.’ One of his last memories working at the
Chemainus Health Care Centre before he left at the end of May
was treating a well-heeled woman with a sore small toe. 

Because the 210-bed Kijabe Hospital is a private facility,
although a reasonably priced one, patients will only come in

when they absolutely need to and if the family can get the money
together. Welch had to send a child with meningitis home
because the family didn’t have money to pay for treatment.
Equipment failure and lack of supplies can also lead to tragic
outcomes. A middle-aged man came in with asthma and because
all four ventilators in the hospital were broken at the time—and
were not fixed for three weeks—Welch had no choice but to
watch him die. ‘That’s pretty hard to take,’ he said. 

On a particularly busy day, 170 people came through
emergency, and Welch’s anger got the better of him. He
complained bitterly to the other staff about charging patients,
and about not being able to admit patients without money—
admittance costs $50 at the Kijabe Hospital—when an American
doctor shouted across the room over a room full of patients,
‘Only in Canada, eh?’

Because the medical system in Kenya is two-tiered, many
doctors get enticed by better salaries into the private system.
Welch recalls a doctor who was scheduled to operate on a patient
with a brain tumour in the public system; he then got called to do
a circumcision in a private hospital. ‘He’s probably going to make
more money on that than the brain surgery,’ Welch said. ‘So he
cancelled the brain surgery to do the circumcision.’

Welch describes the public hospitals in Kenya as ‘very bad’
where patients lie for days in emergency and no one sees them.
A young man suffering from what Welch thought was spinal TB,
had lain in a public hospital in Nairobi for five months, in his
urine and feces with no-one to clean him up. Finally, the family
pulled him out and dumped him at the doorstep of the Kijabe
Hospital. But since they had no money and he would have
needed extensive treatment and surgery in order to recover, the
Kijabe Hospital would not treat him. The staff just made him as
comfortable as possible for the last two weeks of his life. ‘That
wouldn’t happen [in Canada],’ Welch said. ‘We would do
everything we can. We don’t even think of money. That doesn't
even cross our mind.’

Losing patients, especially young ones, who Welch knew
would have survived in the Canadian health care system, hit him
hard and had to be taken in stride. ‘Even if you weren’t here,
those people would have died no matter what,’ said Welch. ‘And
the ones you treated would have died if you hadn’t been there.’
Welch becomes soft-spoken as he recalls the kind, accepting
attitude of the Kenyan people facing the death of loved ones:
instead of calling a lawyer as they might in Canada, the family is
just grateful for what he tried to do. 0

Chemainus Doctor Working in Kenya ~ Maria Rantanen

              


