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Baa baa black sheep… born in March, these little lambs don’t have much wool yet!

Trust Council: tax increase ‘no’, policy review ‘no’ BC reduces demand for
On March 7, at its meeting on Gabriola Island, the Islands
Trust Council approved its 2012-2013 budget of $6.8
million, resulting in no property tax increase for 2012.
The budget covers the costs of maintaining current levels
of local and federation-wide services, adding a part-time
Bylaw Enforcement Officer and continuing to implement
BC’s Riparian Areas Regulation in the next term.
‘The biggest budget decision facing Trust Council was
whether to review the Islands Trust Policy Statement using
a planning grant of $250,000 from Canada’s Gas Tax Fund,’
said Sheila Malcolmson, Islands Trust Council Chair.
‘Last term Trust Council applied for the funding to defray
the high cost of engaging every Local Trust Area in a review
of the Islands Trust’s guiding principles. The new Trust

Council carefully considered input from trustees and
constituents and concluded that there was no appetite for
such a comprehensive review.
‘It may seem odd to reject a grant, but we heard that
there’s support for the existing 1994 Policy Statement, and
that the ambitious scope proposed in the grant would
detract from more pressing local needs. We are grateful to
the Gas Tax Fund for this grant offer, and since we are not
allowed to reallocate it ourselves, another local government
will benefit from the planning grant instead.’
Islands Trust taxes account for approximately 10-20%
of total property taxes depending upon levies by other
jurisdictions, listed on local tax bills. 0

Tanker traffic ‘theoretically safe’—what about human error?
Special Report by Patrick Brown

Enbridge’s Technical Review Process of Marine Terminal
Systems and Transshipment Sites (TERMPOL) submission
has been reviewed and approved by the Ministry of
Transport. The federal transport minister is relying on
Enbridge’s risk assessment and commitments to ensure the
safety and environmental protection of tanker traffic.
The passage of supertankers through the complex
waterways of BC’s central coast has been exhaustively
technically planned. However human errors and actual
accidents are left unconsidered in the TERMPOL review. In
engineer-speak, these are called ‘low probability, high
consequence events’. (This term has most recently been
applied to the Fukushima nuclear meltdown.)
Whether human error or accident constitute an
TANKER SAFETY, please turn to page 2

is at these

Enbridge & ‘Risk Reduction’

The first three findings of Enbridge’s TERMPOL review
summarize Transport Canada’s approach to regulation:
1. The proponent’s commitment to fully implement its
proposed Northern Gateway Project risk reduction
strategy will help enhance the safety of the project’s
marine transportation components.
2. The proponent’s commitment to control access to the
Kitimat terminal will help ensure oil tankers comply with
its Northern Gateway Project risk reduction strategy and
enhance safety.
3. Taking into account the information provided by the
proponent on vessels that would be used to support the
Northern Gateway Project, and existing Transport
Canada and international requirements, no regulatory
issues or concerns were identified.

private river-power projects

The provincial government’s early February announcement
that it is changing BC Hydro’s electricity self-sufficiency and
insurance requirement may dramatically reduce the
demand for private river-power projects in BC and keep
scores of wild rivers out of pipes, says the Wilderness
Committee.
Previously, the provincial government had required BC
Hydro to be electricity ‘self-sufficient’ by 2016 based on
critical low water levels, and to include an additional surplus
of 3,000 gigawatt hours (GWh) of ‘insurance’ electricity by
2020. This definition of ‘self-sufficiency’ would have
resulted in BC Hydro having a surplus of 8,000 GWh of
electricity in average water years.
So, it was a dramatic shift in direction when Premier
Christy Clark announced BC Hydro would be required to
achieve self-sufficiency based on ‘average’ water levels.
Based on this new definition, BC Hydro is already very close
to electricity self-sufficiency, which will radically reduce the
need for new private power projects.
‘Putting wild rivers in pipes for energy that came at the
wrong time of the year, and that BC doesn’t need, has been
an abysmal failure,’ said Gwen Barlee, policy director for the
Wilderness Committee. ‘It has put an enormous financial
burden on BC Hydro, which is our best tool against climate
change, and has ruined dozens of wild rivers in BC.’
Private power projects, especially ‘run-of-river’
developments, have been a hot button issue in BC. The
projects have been heavily criticized for lack of planning,
low environmental standards and their impact on the
financial viability of BC Hydro.
RUN OF RIVER, please turn to page 11

SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes outside or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Nanaimo—VI Conference Centre

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Nanaimo—Crnr Island Hwy @ Hammond Bay Rd

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Avenue

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd CO-OP

Campbell River—Willow Point Village
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ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
NEW MOON MARCH 22

“

As your Member of Parliament, I am proud
to be your voice in Ottawa, and I am happy to
assist you with federal issues aﬀecting your life.
Please contact me if I can be of service.
Elizabeth May, O.C.,
M.P., Saanich-Gulf Islands

”

Constituency office open
for public service
10am–4pm, Tuesday–Friday
www.elizabethmaymp.ca

Elizabeth May, Member of Parliament, Saanich–Gulf Islands

9711 Fourth St. Sidney BC V8L 2Y8 Tel: 250-657-2000 | Elizabeth.May@parl.gc.ca

Constituency office open to serve you:
conscientious, caring, non-partisan service
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On Time & On Budget
www.islandtides.com

Wild goats on the beach at Saturna.
TANKER SAFETY from page 1

‘acceptable risk’ is not a matter of legislation or regulation,
but is a matter of social license. Because the transport
minister fails to find any legislative or regulatory reason to
object to Enbridge’s shipping plans does not imply that
social license has been granted.

What TERMPOL Does

The TERMPOL process is a system of voluntary application
which invites an organization proposing new marine routes
and berths for bulk oil, chemicals, or liquid natural gas to
submit their ‘safety management system’, identifying ‘major
accident hazards’ and the measures to be taken to reduce
risks to ‘an acceptable level using the best available
technology’.
Several aspects of TERMPOL are clear:
• the applicant, not the Ministry, is invited not only to
define risks, but also what would be an ‘acceptable level’ of
risk. There is no suggestion that risks can be avoided;
• these risks are to be ‘ameliorated’ by technological
means only;
• the submission need not deal in any way with the
prevention or mitigation of human error; and
• the submission need not deal with the results of an
accident, whether caused by humans or technological
failure.
Specifically, TERMPOL is ‘not a regulatory instrument.
Its provisions, therefore, are not mandatory.’ In fact, the
introductory paragraphs of Transport Canada’s description
of TERMPOL make it clear that while the information that
may be contained in the submission may be used for
evaluation of the application of at least nine pieces of
regulatory and environmental protection legislation, its
acceptance does not imply approval or regulation under any
of them.
Nevertheless, Enbridge’s news release said, ‘Northern
Gateway is encouraged by the positive conclusions of this
technical review of the marine components of the project—
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Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca

including the safe operation of the Kitimat terminal and safe
passage of tankers to and from the facility through Canadian
waters.’
Put simply, the TERMPOL process implies neither the
responsibility of the applicant to carry out the plans, nor the
responsibility of the government to enforce or support
them. So neither the applicant nor the government need
assume any responsibility for the consequences of not
following them.
Such is Canada’s regulatory framework for the operation
of hazardous cargo vessels in the dangerous waters of BC’s
central coast.

What’s In The TERMPOL Submission

Enbridge’s TERMPOL submission is comprehensive. It
includes information on the vessels intended to be used;
routes (northern and southern) from the Pacific Ocean to
Kitimat; operational plans including navigation, escort and
berthing tugboat use, and marine traffic; berthing and
mooring strategies; and cargo transfer procedures.
It identifies a wide variety of potential hazards and
dangers, in terms of geography, underwater hazards, winds,
weather, tides and currents, and technological and
mechanical failures.
It states that all applicable existing regulations will be
complied with. However, the company itself does not intend
to operate the vessels; vessels will be chartered from
contractors. Enbridge does, however, commit to ensuring
that each tanker is double-hulled, has ‘internationally
recognized crew certification’, employs pilots, employs
escort tugs (tethered under some conditions); has
contractual arrangements for emergency response, and an
electronic chart display and information system.

Routes

All alternative routes from Hecate Strait through the coastal
islands to Douglas Channel and Kitimat were studied in
TANKER SAFETY, please turn to page 8

FOR SEPTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS
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Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker
250-537-9710
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Time-proven for over 25 years
No maintenance required
Lower overall cost
Fits any lot shape
Best choice for
sensitive lakeside properties
 Passive system—no power required
Authorized Representative:
BWD Engineering Inc.
15822 – 106A Avenue
Surrey, B.C., V4N 1K7
Phone: (604) 789-2204
Fax: (604) 582-8231
Web: www.bwdeng.ca
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How did embracing voter suppression techniques
become respectable? – Elizabeth May

I

Do we then conclude the Conservative Party endorses
n the last edition of Island Tides, I wrote about the
attempts at electoral fraud, the criminal actions, only very effective methods of keeping citizens from exerting
encompassed in the catch phrase the ‘robocalls their right to vote?
The sad reality is that many political operatives in this
scandal.’
The scandal has grown since then. We now have country are impressed by the sophisticated ‘voter
allegations of electoral crimes that go beyond phoning. In suppression’ techniques of the US Republican Party. The
Eglinton-Lawrence, the Toronto riding in which Natural essence of the concept is that you can improve the vote for
your party by getting supporters of other parties to
Resources Minister Joe Oliver unseated Liberal
stay home on Election Day. I realized that the
incumbent Joe Volpe, it is alleged that close to
‘Fake
Harper Conservatives had been doing this
3,000 late-voter registrants were accepted
automated phone
before I knew there was a name for it. In my
without any proof of address, and in many
calls, or live calls, to
last book, I described the various ways in
cases, with no address at all. CBC-TV news
broke this story, leaving people
which the Conservative Party had been
thousands of people in
wondering how such a thing could
a riding … is a crime for driving down voter turnout. Only after it was
happen, with Elections Canada
published did a friend from the US who
which the word
completely ignoring its statutory duties in
worked in the Obama campaign tell me that
‘shenanigan’ does
this case.
there was a name for the tactics I had seen
not apply.’
In Vaughn, Ontario, a riding now held by
deployed. And the name is ‘voter suppression.’
Conservative Cabinet member Julian Fantino,
There are a large number of voter suppression
three former members of the Conservative riding
techniques and most of them are not illegal. Stephen
association have asked Elections Canada to investigate the Harper has, for example, always chosen the shortest
existence of a second, non-reported, bank account. The possible writ period. The shorter the writ period the less
three officials allege the fundraising chair said he had a time there is for voters to become engaged. He has also, in
secret account with $300,000 in it. It is alleged the secret 2008 and 2011, chosen voting days that drove down the
account was used to help Conservative candidates in nine student vote. In 2008, he did this by having the election
neighbouring ridings. This would be, obviously, completely early in the school fall term before any first years could have
illegal.
qualified for residency to vote on campus; and in 2011 by
The allegations of attempts to harass or mislead by choosing a date in the midst of year-end exams.
phone also continue to grow. Elections Canada now says
In 2011, unlike 2008 when Stephen Harper was not
over 30,000 people have contacted it with concerns.
responsible for which day his government fell, he did have
The trivial nature of some media coverage is very the option of choosing an election date that allowed more
frustrating. Crimes were committed, and yet some in the than the legal minimum
media use words like ‘shenanigans.’ Kids sneaking into the number of days. A longer
neighbour’s yard to do some mischief might qualify as writ period would have
‘shenanigans.’ Faking automated phone calls, or live calls, allowed for students to get
to thousands of people in a riding in an attempt to send home, as well as for some
voters who will not vote for your candidate to the wrong non-campaign time around
polling station is a crime for which the word ‘shenanigan’ the holy days of Easter and
does not apply.
Passover.
I was taken aback by the defence offered by the
But Stephen Harper does
Conservative Party in Saanich-Gulf Islands. In the March 7 not want to encourage high
edition of the Peninsula News, Bruce Hallsor, representing voter turnout. He pushed
the Conservative Party in Saanich-Gulf Islands, was quoted through revisions to the
saying such calls ‘would be the most ineffective method of Elections Act before 2008
voter suppression.’
that made it that much
His argument that his party was not responsible for the harder for people to vote,
calls rests not on the fact that ‘voter suppression’ is unethical especially if low-income,
and anti-democratic, not that impersonating Elections First Nations, students or
Canada is illegal. He is quoted as saying ‘it is a ridiculous seniors. The requirement
suggestion,’ because it would be the ‘most ineffective for a government-issued
method of voter suppression.’
photo ID, including a

current address, was a new rule and resulted in many
Canadians losing their chance to vote.
The most offensive of the legal tactics is the use of attack
ads. Negative advertising ‘works’ by discouraging
supporters from voting for their traditional party. Running
attack ads does nothing to increase the vote of the party
paying for the ads. It is all about driving down the vote for
the competition.
I have been putting forward a package of ‘Green Cleaning
Solutions to Dirty Politics.’ The first step is a full inquiry into
the crimes reported in the 2011 election. I am also pressing
for the opening of the ‘cold case’ of electoral fraud in
Saanich-Gulf Islands in 2008.
Beyond that, we need to expand the powers and
resources of Elections Canada to investigate and report fully
on complaints.
We should also ban the purchase of television advertising
by any political party, or its third-party support groups, both
during and outside of writ periods. Bans on television ads
by political parties are in place in the UK, Belgium, Brazil,
Israel, Switzerland and a number of other countries.
Instead, the parties are allowed time in free access to the
airwaves. The ban on TV ads allows for a more respectful
presentation of policies, platforms and positions.
Citizens in this country need to demand a wholesale
change in the current political climate. We need to condemn
any party that thinks it is ethical (even if legal) to attempt,
by any means, to reduce voter turnout. Any politician who
embraces anti-democratic tactics should be ashamed. And,
more to the point, should be removed from office. 0

Quadra Island, March 8: Wild salmon activists
meet a Norwegian delegation on its way to
talks with MP John Duncan, First Nations and
aquaculture industry officials.
Alexandra Morton’s account of the protest
is at www.alexandramorton.typepad.com.
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More daily flights home from the Mainland

• Eight scheduled flights daily
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Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
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Phone 250-652-4484
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Indoor pool, sauna
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Editorial: Higher Oil Export Prices = Increased Gasoline Prices

rime Minister Harper has made no secret of his
support for pipelines which would enable crude oil
and bitumen from Alberta’s tar sands to be shipped
to international markets, where higher prices prevail. Both
major proposals—Keystone XL from Alberta to the US Gulf
of Mexico coast, and Northern Gateway to Kitimat—bypass
central US markets, where increasing tar sands shipments
would otherwise contribute to maintaining the lower prices
based on the West Texas Intermediate benchmark price.
Enbridge, in their Northern Gateway proposal, estimate
that Canada’s producers would make an additional $3 per
barrel if tar sands oil could access Asian markets, where
pricing is linked to Europe’s Brent benchmark price.
Multiplying this differential by increasing quantities
shipped over 30 years, Canada’s gross domestic product is
modestly estimated by Enbridge to benefit by $270 billion.
The collection of assumptions underlying this 30-year
estimate are, to say the least, reckless, if not misleading.
However, the calculations do recognize that the domestic
price of crude oil will inevitably rise to match the export
price.
Shockingly, consultants Wright Mansell’s calculations of
a $3 per barrel differential are based on a Muse Stancil

study, using 2009 figures. At that date, Brent and West
Texas Intermediate (WTI) prices were almost the same.
Currently, that differential has reached the $16 per barrel
range.
Competition for pipeline space is one of the ways that
Canadian domestic petroleum product prices can rise to
export prices. In February, tar sands producer Cenovus
made its first shipment to China from Kinder Morgan’s
Westridge terminal in Burnaby (see article in March 8, 2012
Island Tides).
This was possible because Cenovus had outbid other
shippers for guaranteed space on the Trans Mountain
pipeline. Cenovus squeezed out local supplier Chevron
leaving it with a shortage of WTI cheaper crude. Gasoline
prices in the Lower Mainland and on Vancouver Island have
been rising rapidly over the past few weeks.
The federal government’s idea of Canada’s national
interest seems to include a significant rise in tar sands crude
prices. But a $16 rise in crude prices could lead to a 16¢ rise
in retail gasoline prices. This would not benefit the Canadian
economy.
Just one more reason for a national energy strategy that
looks beyond the oil industry, Prime Minister. 0

Far From Hysterical, Not Even Funny

one aspect of the mine so you can paint your own image.
The reject or waste rock/coal amounts are estimated to
average 1.08 million tonnes per year. This amount of waste
rock dumped on a CFL football field would reach an
estimated height of 113 metres. Over the proposed 16-year
life span of the mine, this amount would pile up to about
1,808 metres. The most recent project description states the
waste rock/coal, some of which would probably be acidgenerating material, will be stockpiled above ground at the
mine site in the Cowie Creek watershed, only five kilometers
from Baynes Sound.
Imagine standing on the edge of a valley the area of 40
to 60 football fields and seeing a waste rock dump up to 90
meters high. Imagine this valley is in the Cowie Creek
watershed, which provides water for the residents of Fanny
Bay, and is a vital resource for all the critters that inhabit the
area. Imagine this Cowie Creek watershed flows into Baynes
Sound, an ecologically important area, and home to a
thriving shellfish industry. Imagine this huge waste rock
dump exposed to the air, rain and other elements, and the
long-term repercussions. Just imagine.
John Snyder, Fanny Bay

Readers’ Letters

Dear Editor:
The debate about the Northern Gateway Pipeline reminds
me of a time when my white aluminum boat got hopelessly
stuck in black floating gobs of bitumen when I was doing
research on huge waste-ponds in Alberta’s Tar Sands. After
some nervous hours, I was rescued by a crew on an oilstained barge.
It took hours to clean my sampling gear and get smelly
black goo out of my hair; bitumen is like toxic tar and peanut
butter mixed together. Those ponds are kilometres wide,
lakes really. I found no fish in that ‘lake’.
Yet, many insist that opposition to this proposed pipeline
to carry bitumen to BC’s West Coast is ‘environmental
hysteria’ and that any protests represent ‘eco-imperialism’.
I bet Exxon made a convincing case for oil-laden super
tankers just before a captain with a very big hangover
crashed a very big ship onto a tiny island. You can still find
toxic oil under beaches near Alaska’s Valdez Bay.
The 4,500 people asking to speak to the National Energy
Board hearings (me included) will be opposed by the
enormous power of Big Oil. But people power can triumph
over corporate greed. For example, of 300 applications for
coal-fired electric-plants in the US in the last ten years, none
were approved. Millions of US citizens protested against
these coal mines, some using civil disobedience, some going
to jail.
One local newspaper editorial stated that ‘there are
already 700,000 km of gas and oil pipelines in Canada’.
None carry toxic bitumen through mountainous terrain,
though.
This pipeline will provide few jobs in comparison to
alternative clean energy systems. The Northern Gateway
Pipeline is not about jobs. It’s about Big Oil making
enormous amounts of money.
Peter Nix, Maple Bay

Imagine All The… Coal Waste

Dear Editor:
When looking at the discussions on the Raven Coal Mine
Project over the past several years, it’s easy to get lost in all
of the data, and it’s hard to paint an image in one’s mind of
what this project will actually look like. I’d like to examine

This home is only $110,602 to lock up
with a 2ft foundation on your property!

At Trafalgar Homes, we believe the time has come
for AFFORDABLE home options.
If the home of your dreams is one that ﬁts comfortably within
your budget, the licensed builder to choose is

T R A FA LG A R H O M E S

Visit www.trafalgarhomes.ca/it to receive your promotional oﬀer

1-866-971-0239

The History Of Petroleum

Dear Editor:
An examination of history helps us to understand Canada’s
current position in relation to petroleum. It is a giant topic,
almost overwhelming. In one way, petroleum has helped
the world to a higher standard of living, but even not without
serious qualifications.
We should also examine the collateral damage along the
way, to see how it all balances out. The petroleum industry
has been very much associated with exploitation,
corruption, underhanded dealing, revolutions and warfare.
Take for example, the war on Iraq. To most people, it has
been a wasteful botched-up mess, but from the oil
corporations’ point of view, it has been a great success. The
oil, formerly nationalized by Iraq, is now largely in the hands
of the giant oil companies of the US, Britain, Holland,
France and others.
The costs of this control have been great. For the US the
war on Iraq has cost around $3 trillion, the lives of 4,500
soldiers, serious injuries to 20,000 and even more suffering
from post traumatic stress disorders. There were 100,000
Iraqis killed, including women and children who were no
threat to the invading armies. Even greater numbers were
seriously injured, some for the rest of their lives. And then
there is the property damage to buildings, roads, bridges,
sewer and water systems, power stations and museums that
remain largely unrepaired. Quite a price for the privatization
of Iraq’s oil.
Iraq is an extreme example but the story of Iran is not far
behind. The CIA organized the overthrow of the legitimate
government of Iran and replaced it with the Shah Pahlavi
and his secret police, providing a more profitable
environment for the oil corporations. The resulting
corruption, injustices and unfair distribution of wealth
brought about the Iranian Revolution of 1979 and the
nationalization of Iran’s oil. As a result, the US has declared
Iran to be part of the ‘Axis of Evil’. More battles to come?
Many other countries have had similar experiences and
LETTERS, continued on next page

Water everywhere, but for how long?

W

Miranda Holmes

orld Water Day, on March 22, is a good time to
consider this: Canada has nearly 10% of the
world’s supply of fresh water. But what is all this
water doing to earn its keep? Nothing. Or so think our
politicians—and thirsty corporations like General Electric.
In 2010, Goldman Sachs and General Electric, the
world’s largest water company (according to Council of
Canadians), co-founded the World Resources Institute
Aqueduct Alliance. The basic purpose of the alliance is to
map the global supply of fresh water. After all, as the alliance
points out, ‘In many regions around the world, water
scarcity from climate change and pollution is starting to
impact a company’s performance.’
Within a year the expanded alliance included Coca-Cola,
Calgary-based Talisman Energy, Dow Chemicals and
United Technologies (the world’s 10th largest arms
producer).
In Alberta, the president of GE Canada was a member of
the Premier’s Council for Economic Strategy which last year

LETTERS from previous page

accordingly have nationalized their oil. Libya took
control of their oil in 1969, Nigeria in 1971, Iraq
in 1972, Venezuela in 1976, Iran in 1979 and
Saudi Arabia in 1980. Other nations with
complete control of their oil include Algeria,
Angola, Ecuador, Kuwait, Qatar, and the United
Arab Emirates. Norway controls its North Sea oil,
applying the profits to their pension programs.
In Canada, Trudeau was concerned about the
distribution of wealth related to the petroleum
industry. Towards this end, he introduced the
‘National Energy Program’ in 1980, ‘to guarantee
the security of oil supply, independent of the
world market, and with a pricing and revenuesharing regime which recognizes the needs of all
Canadians’. However, Alberta and the oil
corporations put up such resistance that the
National Energy Program was finally set aside.
To understand where Canada stands today, it
is necessary to stand back and see ourselves from
a distance. According to the Wikipedia article
‘Nationalization of Oil Supplies’, ‘…only 7% of the
world’s estimated oil and gas reserves are in
countries that allow private international
companies free rein.’ Canada is one of these
countries. However, it is not surprising that
Harper from Alberta (an oil province) might
think the same way as Bush from Texas (an oil
state). Both want to maximize the profits of
corporations by reducing their taxes and getting
rid of regulations, claiming that everyone will
benefit.
This is not an intelligent understanding of
history, but rationalization for the greed of the 1%.
Doug Carrick, Hornby Island

Kind Words

Dear Editor:
You are providing a valuable service! I read
Island Tides cover to cover. In the latest edition,
I was particularly taken up short by Elizabeth
May’s article, ‘The assault on civil liberties and the
rule of law’. Her honest shock and surprise and
her account of some of the current activities in
the House of Commons are refreshing, and at the
same time disheartening. Civil liberties are not
the only victims of Mr Harper’s government.

recommended the creation of a new Alberta Water
Authority. The new authority would facilitate buying and
selling of water licences.
According to the council’s report, the authority would
‘also advise on policy changes to give holders of water
licenses more opportunity to sell, lease or trade some or all
of their right to draw water. Such changes will allow
licensees holding water allocations they are not currently
using or no longer need to lease or sell this surplus to others
within the watershed at a price set by market forces of
supply-and-demand.’
How bad could that be? Ask the government of Australia.
In the 1990s exactly this sort of water market was
established for the Murray-Darling River Basin. A 2001
drought started a water-rights speculation frenzy. By
September 2010, the Australian government had spent
nearly $1.5 billion buying back water rights at inflated free
market prices. Here in BC (where Talisman Energy already
has a licence to divert up to 10,000 cubic metres from the

Civility, sensibility, intelligence, respect and
humanity are all taking a serious hit. Keep
bringing us intelligent news.
Dianne Bersea, Cortes Island

Like To Read Island Tides
Online?

You can help far-away friends and relatives to
stay in touch by signing them up for a reminder
when each edition of Island Tides is published.
Simply send their email addresses to
news@islandtides.com and we will send a
‘heads-up’ email when each edition of the
newspaper paper goes online. Then, just with
a click, they can see our beautiful photos and
read the news on their computer, just as you do
on paper.
The reminder and reading online are free,
nevertheless we encourage readers to help pay
the costs of producing Island Tides. Please see
page 12 for voluntary subscription details.

Woodlot Regulations Flawed

Dear Editor:
The Registered Professional Forester (RPF) who
created the Woodlot/Management Plan for
Woodlot License W2058 on Texada Island
followed the guidelines of the current required
Ministry regulations. The Ministry is mandated
to accept this Plan if it adheres to these
regulations. The current regulations allow for the
creation of a hollow, generic document.
Current regulations allow for incomplete and
even inaccurate reporting of ‘on the ground’
information. Specifically omitted in this plan are:
existing creeks and wetlands; hiking/ biking/
horse and ATV trails; and resource areas and
features in the woodlot. Examples are:
mushroom-picking, Huck and Salal collection,
and Douglas Fir cone collection for seedling
regeneration.
As a matter of fact, it is up to unpaid,
volunteer, third party intervention (the public—
you and I) to provide the RPF with the precise
location of the above resource areas and features.
Once done, they will be included in his Plan!

Keep Public Broadcasting Alive

LAND AND WATER ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND AND
ALLOCATION OF WATER

Take notice that 0928814 BC Ltd
doing business as Western Tidal
Holdings Ltd of Vancouver,
British Columbia, intends to
make application to the Ministry
of Forests, Lands, and Natural
Resource Operations (MFLNRO),
West Coast Region for an
Investigative License for an
Ocean Power project situated on
Provincial Crown land located at
Porlier Passage, between Valdez
Island and Galiano Island.
The Land File Number that has
been established for this
application is File 1412931,
1413742 & 1413743. Written
comments
regarding
this
application should be directed to
the Section Head at 142 - 2080
Labieux Rd, Nanaimo, BC, V9T
6J9
or
emailed
to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo
@gov.bc.ca. Comments will be
received by MFLNRO until 14th
May 2012. MFLNRO may not be
able to consider comments
received after this date.
Please visit our website at
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applicatio
nPosting/index.jsp for more
information.
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations regional
office.

WELL WATER
IS YOUR

SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

Bacteria,
B
acteria, Arsenic,
Arsenic, Turbidity,
Turbidity, Tannins-TOC,
Tannins-TOC, H
Hardness,
ardness, much
much more!
more!

www.watertiger.net
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w.watertiger
er..net
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Burnaby
rnaby
((604)
604) 630-1114
630-1114

WATER, please turn to page 8

This letter was sent to MP Weston on March 8.
Dear Mr Weston:
Thank you for responding to my email of
December 2011 about the funding for our
Canadian public broadcasting radio.
I am glad that CBC radio has played a part in
your past. How often do you listen to it now? Have
you noticed how many programs are rerun? Have
you noticed the difference in the quantity of new
programming? Do you suppose this is a
repercussion of the funding cuts that CBC has been
suffering in prior budgets? Have all ministries seen
the same treatment that CBC has? How can apples
and oranges be compared, CBC has been doing
more than its job in reducing its financial footprint
in past budgets and should not be further
burdened in this one.
I live in a rural area and have listened to the CBC
since 1970. We have a great Canadian public
broadcast team who are receiving lower funding
than many other countries who support their
public broadcasters. I count on the CBC to cover
current affairs in Canada. Further cuts will
jeopardize the non-commercialized quality and
quantity of their programming. I have not found
another radio station that could replace CBC and I
would be extremely unhappy if they had to resort
to advertised business interests for their survival.
Killing the CBC is not in the interest of Canadians.
The Harper Government does not represent
the Canadian best interest for public
broadcasting. Is this why they are called the
Harper Government and not the Canadian
government?
Leslie Goresky, Texada Island 0

Gulf Islands Water Treatment

Victoria
Vi
ctoria
(250) 4
12-1110
1110
(250)
412-1110

Williston reservoir every day for the next 20 years), similar
plans are afoot.
The provincial government is expected to table a new
Water Act in 2012. It is anticipated that the new Act will
allow water licence owners (whatever the purported use
licensed) to sell to the highest bidder. The new owner can
arbitrarily change the licensed use from, say, agriculture to
heavy industry. In a drought such as Australia’s, good luck
to farmers who might need to buy water back. Welcome to
the deregulated water market.

The recent assessment of the Ministry by the
Auditor General states: ‘…utter lack of planning
and management of our forests by the Ministry.’
I suggest that the current Woodlot Regulations
are seriously flawed, and that the processing of
all Woodlot Management Plans be halted until
the regulations are changed so they reflect what
is actually happening on the ground.
Brian Walker, Texada Island

Your Total
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W
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Water
Solution
~ Rainwater Harvesting
~ Water treatment for wells,
surface supplies & seawater
~ Filtration & Disinfection
~ Slow sand ﬁltration
~ Small systems Health
Authority approvals
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‘Behind the Masque:
Two Views of Venice’ is
on display in the lobby
of ArtSpring, on Salt
Spring Island, during
the month of April.
The show, a product
of the perspectives of
artist-photographer
Maureen Milburn and
photomontage artist
Sam Lightman,
presents their two
individual views of one
of the world’s
foremost tourist
destinations.

What’s On?
Single venue: $33.60 or $39.20 with image
Multi-venue: $44.80 or $50.40 with image
Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard

Saturday, March 24

Planning Meeting–volunteer to help organize the Green Party of
Canada’s biennial convention in Sidney this August • For details,
send an email with the subject line ‘Convention Volunteer’ to:
saanichgulfislands@greenparty.ca • SIDNEY

Sunday, April 8

13th Annual South Pender Island Easter Art Walk—tour 12 South
Pender Island studios/galleries, maps available at each studio;
participating studios marked with yellow balloons; enter at each
for a chance to win an Easter gift basket • Noon to 5pm • Info:
Susan Taylor, art@bloodstargallery.com, 250-629-6661 •
SOUTH PENDER ISLAND

Now until May 25

2012 Islands Songwriting Contest—win studio recording time,
airplay and other great prizes, including a live performance at the
2012 Islands Folk Festival • Theme: ‘Ecology and the
Environment’ • Presented by the Cowichan Folk Guild, open to
all Island songwriters • Info: www.folkfest.bc.ca • ALL OF THE
GULF ISLANDS AND VANCOUVER ISLAND

Now until May 31

Burnaby Writers Society’s 2012 Writing Contest—open to all BC
residents, prizes of $200, $100 and $50 for the best one-page
submissions on the theme of ‘Earth’ • Entry fee $5 per entry, or 3
for $10 • Info: www.burnabywritersnews.blogspot.com • BC-WIDE

Tuesday & Wednesday, May 1 & 2

Bending But Not Breaking—the South
Island Training Initiative presents a twoday training conference for community
social service providers • ‘Expanding the
collective learning of individuals, families,
and communities to build resilience’ •
University of Victoria • Register online at
www.siticonference.ca; one-day registrations available; everyone
welcome • info@siticonference.ca • VICTORIA

Bea-utiful Quilt Designs
islandtides@islandtides.com • 250-629-3660

Top Stitchi n g on Pe n d e r Isl a n d
by Bea McDowell

Creatin g a qu ilt is a l a bou r of love.
Let Bea’s artistic flair & passion for Quilting finish what you
started. No computer, no pantographs, just freehand creativity.
Local artist serving all the Islands.

Phon e 250. 629.8 33 7

cra zy. gipsy@hot mail. co m

Independent
Dental Hygiene
in a relaxed setting

Registered Dental Hygienists
offering:
• scaling • root planing
• polishing • whitening
• other services

Celebrating 9 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

250-655-4884

Qualicum Beach
Funeral Centre
Paul and Beverley Walkey

40 years of funeral experience.

• Monuments
• Pre-arrangments
• Markers
• Full service
• Urns
funeral home
• Jewellery

Building a reputation on trust.

118 Fern Road East, Qualicum Beach
Phone: 250-594-0305

www.qbfuneralcentre.com •qbfuneralcentre@shaw.ca

Round The Islands

Sara Miles & Co.
Have a Brantastic Time

Bicycle Heaven On Earth

Velo Village is now taking registrations, announced
organizing group Island Pathways. ‘From June 21-23, Salt
Spring Island will be bicycle heaven on earth—the most
welcoming place on this planet to be on a bike,’ says
Brenda Guiled, Island Pathways president.
On June 22, the Cycling and Rural Mobility Conference,
a thinktank and networking event for bringing the interests
of city cyclists and their country cousins closer together,
will take place. That evening an art auction will be held to
support World Bicycle Relief, and a ‘Spoke ’N Song Gala’
will feature human-powered adventurers Colin and Julie
Angus.
On June 23, BC’s first cyclist-only ferry leaves Swartz
Bay at 10am bound for Fulford Harbour. Carrying 400
cyclists, the Bike Ferry will be the point-of-departure for a
day of family-oriented events.
It will be a busy week on Salt Spring, so register and
make accommodation arrangements as soon as possible:
www.velovillage.ca/registration. Velo Village is an official
pre-conference event to Velo-City 2012 Global in
Vancouver June 26-29.

Pender Library Delay

Those people hanging-in there for books, DVDs, internet
services, and the friendly faces at Pender’s beloved library
have to wait a little longer and perhaps dig into their pockets
to help out. The library renovation, which began at New Year,
has hit a pothole, says library chairperson Dianne Johnson.
During the upgrade/renovation, mould and rot were
discovered in the roof (which was not up for renovation).
Dianne reports that the problem was caused by a lack of
ventilation in the front roof over the foyer and front door
in the original building.
The good news is that, while 2x4s are rotten around the
front clerestory window wall, the trusses are still solid. If
the mould and rot had not been uncovered during this
upgrade, the damage would have become much worse
before it was discovered. It is an opportune time to fix it.
The estimate for the remediation work is $51,000.
Remediation is going ahead, but work on the renovation
has stopped completely.
The problem is that the Pender Island Library
Association now has to spend $51,000 of the reno/update
budget on the remediation work. Until the funds can be
replenished, Pender will have a sound, waterproof building
with nothing in it. If the extra required funds can be raised
quickly, the fully functioning library will open on June 1.
Johnson says, ‘The Library belongs to the people on
Pender and I know they are concerned about what lies
ahead. They deserve to have as much information as
possible and we won’t be able to complete the work without
their support.’ To help please call Dianne at 250-629-2212.

This year’s Brant Wildlife Festival is packing all kinds of
nature tours and activities into 13 days, March 29-April 10,
to celebrate nature in Parksville and Qualicum Beach.
The festival’s Opening Night is March 29 at the
Parksville Community & Conference Centre. This
reception will include local chefs cooking up local food, live
music, art displays and an auction. Island Tides
contributor Ralph Shaw will also be there tying fishing flies
for the Nature Trust. Get your $25 ticket through the
Parksville and Qualicum Beach Chambers of Commerce.
Brant in the Bay, a free event on March 31, is at
Parksville Community Park. There will be spotting scopes,
provided by the Arrowsmith Naturalists, to view Brant
geese and other birds. On April 1, you can head to Nanoose
Edibles Organic Farm for Family Day, or join a Wildflower
Tour to endangered Garry Oak meadows.
Many more events are planned. The Big Day Bird Count
is on April 7, and there will be an Eagle Release this day at
North Island Wildlife Recovery Centre. Last but not least,
the Brantastic Observations Nature Tours are your chance
to visit Brant geese and seabird hot spots. For details, see
www.brantfestival.bc.ca or call 1-866-288-7878.

‘No Tank You’ to Tankers

March 24 is the 23rd anniversary of the Exxon Valdez oil
spill disaster. The Sierra Club is planning a coinciding ‘No
Tankers’ rally in Vancouver on March 26 to protest the
planned expansion of the Kinder Morgan pipeline through
Vancouver. With two pipeline spills in Burnaby in the past
five years, and another spill in Abbotsford in January, the
pipeline expansion project is attracting growing criticism.
Kinder Morgan’s project has also drawn strong opposition
from the Tsleil-Waututh First Nation of Burrard Inlet,
whose members still live with the consequences of a crude
spill from the 1950s.

More Northern Gateway Hearings

Living Oceans Society reminds us that a new round of
community hearings starts at the end of this month at
which people from across BC will take their turn to speak
about tankers on the coast. The first community hearing
will be held at Comox Community Centre, Noel Avenue on
March 30 and 31.
If you were one of the 4,300+ people who signed up to
give an oral statement at a hearing, you should have
received an online scheduling tool to pick the time and
location for your presentation. You can also access the
scheduler online, signing in with the email address you
used when registering last October. Living Ocean will have
tips for presentation online at www.livingoceans.org. 0

Buying, Selling or Renting on the Gulf Islands?
www.islandtides.com

TOLL FREE: 1-866-629-3166
www.docksiderealty.ca
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Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank
hat a weather ruckus! Saturna’s
trees got off lightly given the
ferocity of the winds on Monday,

Some parts of Saturna are very calm and
nestled away from the effects of the
southeasters and some are right in the blast.
Thrill seekers go out to the east side of
Saturna, to Cliffside Road and East Point to
the old Lighthouse station to marvel at the
effects of the wind blasts from the southeast
which pound over the rocks. Some savvy
Islanders get their chainsaws sharpened,
thrown in the truck and see what trees are
down on the roads to fill their woodsheds!
Boat moorings are another issue with big
winds. Many Boot Cove residents have
docks in front of their houses and anchor
their boats out a-ways. In a really big storm,
anchors can drag and the boats pile up
together or drift too close for comfort to the
rock edges of the lovely bay. All the boat
owners look out for each other and a boathorn blast or phone call from someone with
a good line of sight into the bay will bring
everybody.

March 12.
At about 6am, the lights flickered three
times and then poof! Darkness and utter
quiet in my house. We haven’t had many
power outages this year and I am very
grateful when we have windstorms full of
rain (like this one) instead of snow.
From the bad old days of week-long
outages, I have a set of protocols I adhere to
when the wind starts to roar and the trees
are thrashing and bending: grind coffee
beans for Jon, put well water in the stove
kettle, and a big potful on top of the
woodstove, get out flashlights and put
candles in stable holders, fill the wood box,
and put my glasses where I know I can easily
find them.
The minute the General Store is open in
the morning, people pile in for a hot cup of
coffee, some grocery supplies, the latest
news from their neighbours, and to share
their experiences. Did the morning boat
sail? Will the Mayne Queens’s ten-forty
departure run? When will BCHydro get
here? How widespread is the outage? When
did they say the power would be back on? Is
that big fir at the bottom of the Missing Link
cleared? Did it bring down a phone line or a
live wire? Will the store’s supply truck get
back on the 4pm sailing? Where is Pat? (Pat,
the Road’s Foreman, is everywhere at once,
driving yellow equipment.)
Some of the excitement comes from
relief that none of us were hurt and some
from being reminded of the might of the
wind and the contingencies that can
suddenly be blasted into our everyday lives.
But pretty quick, we all settle down to the
fact that this day is not going to contain very
much of what anyone had planned to do—
no matter how pressing. No electric power,
no computer power, nowhere to go. You
don’t hear complaints. People describe what
they thought was going to happen with their
day, but no whining.
Lots of people socialize at the store and
check back a couple of times to see if
anything about the situation has changed.
Some visit with the neighbours to see how
they are faring and hear their version of the
situation.
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Talent Show

Talented Saturna performers put on a great
show to a packed house last Saturday night.
The Saturna Arts and Concert Society
organized the Talent Show and a silent
action to raise money in support of bringing
professional performers to the Island. Each
year, we get about four marvellous concerts
delivered to our hall for a great price!
Our homegrown talent show had twelve
acts, a marvellous emcee, and a great
Community Hall to perform in. People
roared with laughter and whistled and
cheered after every presentation; Island
support was as great as the people who had
the courage and ability to stand up and
entertain us. Former Senator Pat Carney’s
sketch described her misadventures on
Kauai
at
a
less-than
one-star
accommodation. A classical trio, singers,
novelists, poets, and a rip-roaring finale with
a blues harp, pianist, and guitar player
provided a fine, entertaining evening. Tea
and cookies were eaten during lively
conversations, the silent auction was bought
out and the entertainers were well
celebrated for donating their time and
talents for the general good. 0
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Photo: Phil Dentry

A red-breasted sapsucker makes an appearance near Saturna General Store.

Looking for work? We can help.
Get the training and support you need to find and keep a job in B.C.
Job search resources • Personal employment planning • Workshops and training • Specialized services
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Locations across B.C. Visit one near you.
WorkBCCentres.ca 1.800.663.7867 TDD: 1.800.661.8773

'
5 #

-./ 0/. .123
-./ 0/. .1..
The Employment Program of British Columbia is funded by the
Government of Canada and the Province of British Columbia.
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Tanker Route Safety from page 2

Images from the Northern Gateway submission to JRP

LEFT: Approaches from north (blue line, via Hecate Strait and Browning Entrance) and south (red line,
via Queen Charlotte Sound and Caamaño Sound) are shown. Wright Sound is at the centre of the diagram;
Douglas Channel (leading to Kitimat) is at the top.
RIGHT: Simulated VLCC route through Wright Sound (resting place of Queen of the North). Two 109º
turns are necessary, with the ship’s steering assisted by a tug tethered to a bollard at its stern. The
entrance to Douglas Channel is at the top of the diagram; Gil Island is at centre bottom.

Photo: Jim Hebert

Haida singer, storyteller and drummer, Kung Jaadee,
recently visited Saturna Island. She has performed for
hundreds of audiences across Canada and parts of the
US for nearly 20 years at festivals, schools, museums,
aboriginal celebrations and conferences. Her stories ‘tell
of a time when the animals taught us how to be true
haada laas (good people).’ Visit her website at
www.sharkhouse.ca for her biography and stories.
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considerable detail, with particular reference to use by Very
Large Crude Carriers (VLCC). Enbridge rejected some routes
because of navigational hazards, narrow channels, sharp
turns, weather, tides, currents, et cetera. Emergency
anchorages and holding areas were identified.
Taking into account the manoeuvring characteristics and
physical size of the vessels, existing local traffic and
experiences of the local BC Coast Pilots, two routes from the
south of Haida Gwaii and one from the north were
identified. All proposed routes meet minimum Coast Guard
requirements for channel width; a width of seven times the
beam of the vessels is thought to provide sufficient room for
two-way traffic. However, caution is advised.

Ship Information
Enbridge proposes that approximately 250 additional
tankers per year would use the Kitimat terminal; up to 60
of these would be VLCCs. These ships would be considerably
larger than any vessels currently using the waters of the BC
(see chart below).

Comparative Ship Dimensions
(in metres)
TYPE
Max.Length Max.Beam
Queen of the North
125
20
Northern Expedition
Super-C ferry
AFRAmax Tanker
Suezmax Tanker
Largest cruise ship
VLCC

155
160
220
274
294
350

23
28
32
48
32
70

Max.Draft
5
7.5
19
11.6
17
8
23.1

These tankers are to meet ‘enhanced safety measures’
before they are cleared to berth at the Kitimat marine
terminal. These measures will be described in manuals yet
to be published.

Pilotage

Enbridge has committed to require the use of two fully
qualified pilots on the bridge of each ship all the time. This
is similar to the requirements for tankers transiting
Boundary Pass at the south end of Saturna Island. (See ‘New
tanker rules for Boundary Pass and Haro Strait,’ Island
Tides November 11, 2010; also in ‘Oil & Gas’ Reprints.)
New pilot boarding stations (by helicopter or pilot boat,
depending on conditions) will probably need to be
established by the Pacific Pilotage Authority.

WATER from page 5
BAM, one of two companies which shared ownership of
most of BC’s public land forests and all the private land
forests, is keen to get into the hydroelectricity game.
The province sells them the rights to our water and they
sell us their electricity. No wonder EcoJustice describes BC’s
proposed Water Act as a pretty sweet deal.
Yes, of course most industries require water and, within
reason, they should have access to it. However, instead of
turning our water rights into tradable commodities, how
about we maintain control of our water for the public good?
Here’s a crazy idea for World Water Day: industries
could pay for the water they use by volume. Companies
might decide to reduce the water they currently waste and

Navigability of Northern Route
Canadian Hydrographic Service Charts for the BC coast are
currently being updated; existing charts indicate that use of
the 36 metre sea-depth contour as a channel boundary
should provide sufficient depth for the deepest draught
tankers under all conditions. Enbridge commits to review
the chosen routes using the new charts (scheduled for
completion by 2014).
In the course of determining preferred routes for these
very large vessels, the need for a number of additional aids
to navigation was identified. This includes buoys, fixed
lights, and radar reflectors; approximately doubling the
existing number.
Additional radar facilities are proposed for Wright Sound
and sections of the northern and southern approaches.
Additional aids to navigation are estimated to cost $11.9
million, plus $500,000 per year for maintenance.
Responsibility for funding them has not been identified.
The proposed shipping routes are located in Vessel
Traffic Services zones monitored by the Canadian Coast
Guard. All vessels of over 300 gross tonnage must be fitted
with automatic identification systems, and must call-in at
specified transit points. This enables the Coast Guard to
monitor and advise all vessels.
Enbridge has proposed four additional calling-in points;
the Coast Guard is conducting a calling-in point review.

Tug Escorts
The Canada Shipping Act does not require the use of escort
tugs. However, Enbridge’s plan includes a mandatory tug
escort program, with laden tankers utilizing a tethered (to
the tanker’s stern) escort tug in confined channels, and all
tankers committed to a tug escort between the pilot’s station
and Kitimat.
A ‘qualified towage company’ is to be contracted to build
and operate a ‘suitable fleet’ of escort (10,000hp) and
harbour (5,000hp) tugs. (For more information on escort
tugs, see ‘Tugs—not what they used to be’ in the July 8, 2010
edition of Island Tides; also in Oil & Gas reprints.)
Safe operating speeds are estimated at 8-12 knots.

Computer Simulations
Extensive simulations of ship pilotage and tug operation
over the proposed routes were conducted at the Force
TANKER SAFETY continued on next page

that would be a bonus. Whether or not they do, the people
of BC could be paid a fair fee for a precious resource. Instead
of paying for corporate bonuses, the money could, oh, I
don’t know, pay for health care and education? Perhaps
some of the revenue could be used to upgrade our
crumbling infrastructure.
Or we could carry on with plans to more or less just give
our water rights away.
Miranda Holmes is an associate editor of Watershed
Sentinel magazine. For more information on this topic:
www.watershedsentinel.ca/content/ge-andprivatization-water. i



Did you appreciate this article? Send your voluntary
subscription today! Please see page 12 for details.
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Helping to improve BC healthcare
Carolyn Canfield

hen an encounter in healthcare • participating in Vancouver Island Health
Authority’s Community Food Action
concerns us, we face two choices:
initiative to empower community food
complain to let our dissatisfaction
security.
be known or keep quiet to avoid hostility and
Work is always voluntary and always
chalk-up it up to being ‘just the way it is’.
What we really want is to improve care for collaborative. The Patient Voices Network
others, so they don’t experience what we did. ensures that your participation is wellI’d like to propose a way for you to do just defined and that your expectations are wellinformed. Some assignments are just a few
that.
Four years ago my husband, Nick Francis, minutes to complete an online survey. Some
died unexpectedly in Victoria’s Jubilee are year-long committee assignments. On
Hospital for all the wrong reasons, eight days every occasion you can act positively to
after successful surgery. I could have ensure that your voice as a patient partner is
complained, but I didn’t want another not a token to rubber stamp what’s already
negative experience. I could have turned the been decided.
Sometimes I contribute from home by
page like a good widow and moved on, but
that felt like abandoning our commitment to conference call or by webinar on my
excellence as patients. Like many of you, I computer. If I travel to a focus group or
wanted to prevent a repetition of what had workshop, PVN covers my expenses. What a
great joy it has been to join over 300
happened to Nick.
I am now an enthusiastic volunteer with remarkable people from across the province
the provincially funded Patient Voices who are already making a difference through
Network, a ground-breaking opportunity for the Patient Voices Network.
If this sounds interesting, please mark
patients’ partners to work collaboratively for
healthcare transformation. To my surprise, your calendar for a Patient Voices
Presentation on March 27. Kristine
all facets of BC’s healthcare system
Reilkoff, PVN’s Vancouver Island
actually want my help to improve
‘To my
Health Liaison, will be
their service. BC is truly leading
surprise, all facets
speaking about the work of
Canada in patient engagement.
of BC’s healthcare
PVN and the initiatives
Here are some examples of
system actually want
underway on Vancouver
how the Patient Voices Network
my help to improve
Island. It will be at Hillside
(PVN) opens otherwise hidden
their service.’
Seniors Health Centre, 1454
doors for the patient partner to
Hillside Avenue in Victoria, from
affect healthcare policy and delivery:
7–8:30pm. For information, contact
• Vancouver Island Health Authority
250-370-5641.
rewriting its vision and values statement;
There is also a PVN orientation in
• Healthlink BC evaluating its smoking
Nanaimo on March 31. If you are interested
cessation program;
• College of Registered Nurses of BC in becoming an activated patient with PVN,
rethinking its regulatory philosophy;
you can attend this free, one-day orientation
• Primary Maternity Plan for BC wanting to learn about the principles of public
input from recent or expecting mothers;
engagement and opportunities to work
• BC Medical Association developing its collaboratively towards health care
policy on surgical access and efficiency;
improvement. Travel expenses will be
• initiating a special focus for the provincial covered for eligible participants. For
Heart Failure Strategy for the frail elderly, information
or
registration,
visit
Indo-Canadians, Chinese and Aboriginal www.patientvoices.ca or call 1-888-742-1772.
populations;
If you’d like to ask me about my PVN
• developing patient feedback tools to help volunteer experience, please contact me at
family doctors improve their office practice; carolyncanfield@mac.com. 0
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Hooson Road is straight enough
Following public meetings and consultations
with the Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure, the following decisions have
been made about the controversial Hooson
Road realignment on North Pender. The
process of creating a subdivision beside the
Heritage Road required access onto a blind
double bend. To improve sightlines, road
widening had proceeded last fall without the
necessary consultation with the Islands Trust
and residents of North Pender.
On a February 28 memorandum, Islands
Trust Planner Andrea Pickard notes that:
‘The Ministry has determined that
realignment of the roadway will no longer be
required and has revised the Preliminary
Layout Approval (PLA) to address the
recommendations of the Local Trust
Committee (LTC), listed below:’
1. That the preferred location for the road
surface is to remain in the existing location.
Realignment no longer required.
2. That the current location for the
intersection is preferred rather than giving
any consideration to impacting the abutting
Agricultural Land Reserve. Current location
confirmed.
3. That there is no increase in the final
width of the road surface from existing, with
a maximum width of 5.5m as identified as the
narrowest of Island Road Standards in the
Letter of Agreement. PLA notes the design
and final construction of new intersection to
be confirmed by MOTI, width not specified.
4. That the North Pender LTC and
community would support a decision of the
Approving Officer to have a reduced
standard for sightlines in combination with
a reduced speed limit to preserve the rural
character of the roadway.
5. That there is no further blasting within
the road right-of-way.

6. That the final surface of the road is chip
seal, or other similar surfacing of a lower
standard than asphalt paving. PLA specifies
chip sealed or seal-coated, may not be
completed prior to final approval, security
bond required.
7. That the maximum speed limit be
reduced to 30km/hr along the portion of the
roadway affected by the curves, consistent
with similar locations on North Pender
Island. Ministry to address separately from
PLA.
8. That signage be posted for both a
lowered speed limit and a curves advisory.
Ministry to determine signage requirements,
cost of installation to be paid by applicant.
9. That no further existing vegetation be
removed from the south side of the roadway.
PLA notes the applicant is to work with
Ministry to address this.
10. That the preferred location for a
pedestrian pathway adjacent to the roadway
is the north shoulder. PLA notes the
applicant is to work with Ministry to address
this.
11. That the pedestrian path would be a
minimum width of 1m and be of gravel
surface. PLA notes the applicant is to work
with Ministry to address this.
12. That the community will consider the
design of a ‘North Pender Heritage Road’
information sign to propose for future
installation around the island.
13. That the MOTI permit includes
restoration of the abutting lands in the road
right-of-way to a natural state with a range of
native vegetation and mitigation measures to
prevent the establishment of invasive species.
PLA notes the applicant is to work with
Ministry to address, security bond required
for remaining work. 0

SUSAN B
PEEKS
AT SPRING

wave-heights have been recorded up to a

TANKER SAFETY from previous page mean of 3m and a maximum of 12m. Fog

Technologies facilities at Lyngby, Denmark,
from 2006 to 2009. The facilities include
full-scale bridge simulations of tankers and
escort tugs, complete with projection
screens on which were projected images of
the actual routes. These bridge simulations
were computer-controlled to reflect the
actual responses of tankers and tugs
(including tethered tugs).
A total of 170 real-time runs with fully
qualified BC pilots conning the ships and
experienced masters for the tugs were
conducted during three sets of simulations.
Besides the simulated manoeuverability
of three different size tankers, the
simulations confirmed the navigability of
the chosen routes, the adequacy of aids to
navigation, and the effects of wind, current,
and seastate conditions; and tested
situations of ships passing and mechanical
breakdown (power and steering).

Weather and Sea
Conditions

The TERMPOL report documents a number
of extreme weather conditions, as well as the
frequency of occurrence of storms. Inflow
and outflow winds can rise to 50 knots with
reported gusts to 75 knots. In winter, winds
can reach storm force (65 knots with 100
knot gusts) in storms that are 1 to 5 days
apart. Tidal stream currents can reach 5
knots near the entrances to coastal
channels. In Queen Charlotte Sound, winter

can occur 20% of the time, most likely in
summer. Wave heights in Hecate Strait are
legendary, up to 30m.

Commentary

The earliest simulations of tanker routes
and behaviour took place in 2006,
suggesting that Enbridge wished to assure
itself that VLCC tankers could reach Kitimat
before making significant commitments to
developing the route. The next step now
would seem to be loaded and unloaded
VLCC tankers on test voyages to Kitimat.
Besides the hazards that remain on the
chosen routes, violent weather and sea
conditions can present significant dangers
to safe navigation of both loaded and
unloaded ships. This section of BC’s coast
appears to have no worldwide equivalent
where these types of ships are regularly
operated.
Further, there has not so far been a spill
of diluted bitumen at sea. Experience with
Enbridge’s Kalamazoo spill, in fresh water,
suggests that the bitumen sinks to the
bottom and cannot be recovered, while the
diluent rises to the top and evaporates,
poisoning animal and plant life. Low
probability; high consequence.
In short, relatively safe operation of
tankers to Kitimat appears possible. But over
a period of years, the risk of an accident is still
present, and the possible consequences
massive—and unacceptable.0
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Two decades in the making

ordStorm, Nanaimo’s monthly reading event,
featured author Cathy Ford who called the
publication of her book ‘miraculous’. The Art of
Breathing Underwater is her first full-length book of poetry
in twenty-one years.
The book is a visual miracle too, allowing
for—and celebrating—Ford’s long lines and
long poems that couldn’t have had their
emanations across the page in a conventionalsized poetry book.
Janet Dwyer’s cover and interior
photographs of natural forms and flowers are
ideal for the collection. The photographer’s
intent ‘to create new realities and
relationships’ seems a fitting description for
the poems as well.
Ford is deliberate in her public reading of her work,
treating each word with care. On hearing her, I was
reminded of the years Ford took to form these poems, the
risks she took, and the other writers who sustained her faith
in a creative community.
I had to suspend my need for a story, as in a narrative
poem, and keep my eyes and ears open to the words and

I

- Book review by Mary Ann Moore

phrases which I likened to pieces of sea glass suddenly
revealed on the shore. As Janet Munro writes in her
introduction, ‘those who practice the art listen viscerally,
listen visually, with the ear of the heart.’ She was referring
to the ‘soundscape’ that takes place underwater
with fish, mammals in the womb, and whales
that ‘map a coast by sonar while holding their
breath.’
The collection is made up of three books.
Book One, Women and Children First, includes
a triptych, the first part of which is ‘wallpaper,
or forced perspective, once altered: your name
here.’ The first stanza of the poem notes the
names of women writers and artists who are
referred to throughout with descriptions that
bring their startling reality into view. For
instance, ‘the singular deer, her heart pierced’ describes a
Frida Kahlo painting. (Although Kahlo was called a
surrealist painter, the Mexican artist didn’t ascribe to that
description—she said she was simply painting the reality of
her life.)
Although BC poet Pat Lowther isn’t named in the poem,
‘the hidden madness, two children dragged / after the red

mattress, the bloody hammer’ surely alludes to the poet
murdered by her husband.
Ford’s experience blends with the creative women before
and around her; a mix of feminine beauty (‘your body like
perfume’) and the horror of women’s lives and deaths (‘it is
astonishing what survives after / what kills you.’)
Book Two, Stillwater, Spillgate, was inspired by the
exhibition of forty-five kimonos, ‘Homage to Nature:
Landscape Kimonos by Master Itchiku Kubota’ at the
Museum of Civilization in Ottawa ending in October 1995.
Woven into the forty-five sections of the long poem offset
from the centre margin are the italicized names of the
Kubota kimonos in English translation. References are
made to the ‘unnatural deaths of women in contemporary
society’ including along Canada’s ‘highway of tears.’
Ford said at her reading, ‘Trust the writer, immerse
yourself.’ A wise suggestion when taking the plunge. She
also trusts the reader and when words sparkle with personal
truth, the writer’s and the reader’s, there are many gifts in
the immersion.
The Art of Breathing Underwater, Cathy Ford, Mother Tongue
Publishing, 2010, $19.95. 0

What’s Fish Got To Do With It? - Ralph Shaw
know it is not usual to show a picture of
a lady with a bowl of huge strawberries
and suggest it has something to do with
fishing; but bear with me and I will try to
convince you that it has much to do with
fishing. My wife Elaine is holding a bowl of
tomato-sized strawberries she picked in our
garden last June—and therein is our fish
story.
We have quite a large vegetable and
flower garden in our backyard. It consists of
eight raised beds and two small
greenhouses. Some of the beds are over 20years-old, and others are more recent, about
10 years. Most of them are framed with old
planks or small logs. Over the years with
composting, and adding enriched soil they
have been built up to a depth of about 18
inches on average. These beds are now full
of soft, nutrient-enhanced soil. Each year
two or three will be left to fallow.
During the year, when I come home with
fish, prawns or crabs, all of the entrails,
bones, heads, bones or other inedible parts
will be buried in the appropriate raised beds
to enrich the soil. I also put them in beds

where we have taken a crop early in the
season and the beds are no longer growing
anything.
The process is quite simple. I have a
cleaning bench in a small shed at the back
of the yard where I deal with any fish I bring
home. As the fish are being gutted and
filleted to get them ready for the kitchen, I
put the refuse in a large five-gallon plastic
pail and over this I put a heavy lid to keep
critters out until I can deal with it the next
morning (before any odours fill the
neighbourhood). To put it out of reach of
stray animals I place the pail on top of the
cleaning bench.
So far, with good luck, a deer proof fence,
and gated backyard, we have not had a
problem with the bucket being disturbed
during the night.
Early the next morning I dig a trench for
the amount of entrails I am dealing with.
The trench will be about 18 inches deep and
up to four feet long. I put the heads, bones
etc along the bottom of the trench and then
carefully cover all of it with three or four
layers of newspaper. By covering all the

Water Storage for Rainwater &
Well Water Systems

barrplastics.com
1-800-665-4499

Accredited
Rainwater Systems
Professionals!

material with newspaper, I
am convinced we are making
a suitable scent block while
the material rots in the soil.
The next step is to cover
the trench with the soil and
mark the location in the bed
so that I will know where to
start the next trench. You
learn this little detail early in
the game because digging up
ripe fish waste has an
unpleasant perfume that can
disturb your immediate
neighbours and attract all
manner
of
scavenging
wildlife.
After a year in the soil the
paper has disappeared and all
that may remain of the bones
would be a bone from the
head of a large lingcod or
chinook, and the occasional
crab claw. There is no
unpleasant odor and your soil
has been enriched by your
fishing ventures with no
waste in the process.
What we are doing is
making our own sea soil in
our garden. Our practice of
burying fish parts is nothing
new or original, farmers and gardeners have
been doing it for centuries; what we may be
doing that is different is that we are doing it
in an urban area.
If you happen to be a fisher person you
might consider the idea of fertilizing your

garden in this very old tradition–burying
parts of fish. It works. Elaine’s peas are at
least eight feet tall and we use a stepladder
to harvest them. Last year’s zucchini has all
the features of a palm tree.
There is more to a day’s fishing than fresh
fish. 0

Marriage Commissioner
COMPLETE LINE OF RAINWATER FILTERS, PUMPS & ACCESSORIES

The Vital Statistics Agency, Ministry of Health, is looking
for an individual to serve as a Marriage Commissioner for
Galiano Island. The individual will perform civil marriages
within the community on behalf of the Agency.
For information and an application form
please visit our website at:
www.vs.gov.bc.ca/marriage

BARR Plastics – The Best Prices & Supply for Water Tanks
www.islandtides.com
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GSA

Near Sidney & Victoria

Mention this ad for discount

250-655-5038

1-800-809-0788

FREE!

Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!

Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up
also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

HAVE BOAT • WILL TRAVEL

AUTORENTALS.COM

Besley

Design & Build

Renovations & Additions
Foundations & Framing
Siding & Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Timberworks & Arbors
25 years experience
Licensed & Insured
Call Ron for free estimate
rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885

Hy-Geo Consulting
Advisory services for
Water Wells
Aquifers
Groundwater

250.658.1701
www.hy-geo.com

information@hy-geo.com

FOR RENT

Galiano Island waterfront retreat.
South-facing, incredible view.
Comfortably furnished one bedroom
with separate entrance, fireplace,
private. $750 per month plus hydro.
250-539-2143.
Pender Island: room for rent in
waterfront two-bedroom home.
Central location. $300 per month
plus share of hydro and utilities.
Email penderislandrental@gmail.com

LOST & FOUND

Kayak lost from Whaler Bay, Galiano
Island on March 11: dark green,
single, rudderless, Walden brand
with gray seat and yellow rope.
Please call Virginia at 250-539-2182.

A

years ago in

H O M E & P R O P E RT Y S E RV I C E S

AUTOMOTIVE

Roofing RepaiRs &
new ConstRuCtion

250-474-7325

toRCh-on MeMbRanes,
shingles, Metal Roofing,
CustoM flashing
steve Richards

20+ years experience
Metal roofs & torch-on
Excellent references.
BBB, Licensed, Insured,
WCB, Visa, M/C.

www.soarecontracting.com

250-629-6180/250-888-1303

Dave’s Drilling
& Blasting
Dave
250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640
“We don’t stand
behind our work,
we stand behind a tree.”

E VA E S
E
NC
A
L ROOFING N
Ltd.

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599

• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING

- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE

1-800-746-7444
250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com
drill@drillwell.com

MARINE SERVICES

MOORINGS

WAHL MARINE LTD.

INSTALLED, SERVICED,
MAINTAINED

135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

• Foreshore Applications

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

www.islandmarine.ca

On Time & On Budget
• Docks • Moorings

Ross Walker

250-537-9710

i s la n d t i d e s @ i s la n d t i d e s.co m

Mapping food & energy systems

byword these days is resilience—preparing
to withstand and adapt to major shocks in
world systems. A key to resilience is
decentralization. National and global trends
toward greater decentralization of our basic
systems is among the most hopeful and dynamic
shifts in the world today, say Bioneers.
Bioneers, a US non-profit organisation working
to solve environmental and social crises, recently
released their booklet, Dreaming Planet Earth:
Methods for Mapping Future Food and Energy
Systems at the Local Level.
The publication is based upon their awardwinning, collaborative Dreaming New Mexico Project (Buckminster Fuller
Challenge, sole runner-up 2009, semi-finalist 2011). It was created in response
to many questions about how Bioneers went about local-level future mapping for
‘The Age of Renewables’ and ‘The Age of Local Foodsheds and a Fair Trade State.’
The free Dreaming Planet Earth booklet has tools, insights and tips on the
complex process of how to map existing systems, and on how to ‘dream’ what
Buckminster Fuller called the ‘preferred state.’ Imagine the year is 2020 and we’ve
done everything right. What would an appropriate energy or food system look
like?
The booklet (downloadable and printable) also offers tips on social
entrepreneurship and what you may encounter in attempting a project of this
kind.
Bioneers are social and scientific innovators from all walks of life and
disciplines who have peered deep into the heart of living systems to understand
how nature operates, and to mimic ‘nature’s operating instructions’ to serve
human ends without harming the web of life.
Naturally every project is unique, and Dreaming New Mexico is not proposed
as a model per se, but there are some lessons learned that could apply to creating
or advancing your own venture.
See www.dreamingnewmexico.org/about-dnm/methods. 0

Dock Chain Inspection
& Replacement

Chris West
Dive Services

250-888-7199/250-538-1667

cdwest@telus.net

• Ramps • Pile Driving

250-381-2157

Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198

S TANDING S EAM
M ETAL R OOFING

F OR W ATER
C OLLECTION S YSTEMS
ALSO
TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE

An Island Family Business for 46
Years!

20

Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

TV/INTERNET

Shaw Cable—for local Shaw
promotions, products and services
for North and South Pender, Mayne
and Galiano Islands, contact Jay:
250-940-3972, shawpenderjay@shaw.ca,
please leave message.

20,000 copies of

Call 250-629-3660

RUN OF RIVER from page 1

In fiscal 2010, Independent Power Producers generated 16%
of total domestic electricity requirements, while Independent
Power Producer electricity costs represented 49% of the overall
domestic energy cost. BC Hydro has already contracted for $40
billion in energy purchase agreements to private power producers
in BC.
‘The writing was on the wall when the BC Government issued
a report last summer which said that the current self-sufficiency
definition was a ‘financial burden’, ‘inefficient’, ‘less than cost
effective’ and placed a ‘significant planning constraint’ on BC
Hydro,’ said Barlee. 0

March 26, 1992
Southern Islands
A new antenna installed on
Mount Parke, Mayne
Island, makes it possible to
use cellular telephones on
the Southern Gulf Islands.
The installation is part of
BC Cellular’s $30 million
expansion program
for 1992.

10
years ago in
March 28, 2002
BC-wide
Adriane Carr, leader of the
Green Party of BC,
launches a Citizen’s Initiative
for reform of the BC
electoral system. Her
campaign focuses on the
proportional representation
system, such as the one
used in New Zealand.

5

5
years ago in
March 22, 2007
Slowing down?

The 2006 census reports
10% population growth in
the Islands Trust Area,
double the national growth
rate. (The 2011 Trust Area
growth rate was 0.8%)

TOP

Full Service Garage • Fully Licensed Mechanics
Certified Government Inspections
Automotive Parts & Accessories
Batteries • Tires • Wiper Blades
Fishing Gear, Bait, Licenses • Dog Licenses
Coin-operated Vacuum
Hot Coffee • Lotto • ATM Cash Machine • DVDs

PHONE: (250) 629-3005 • FAX: (250) 629-3105
4605 BEDWELL HARBOUR ROAD
N PENDER ISLAND, BC V0N 2M1

DATES
MARCH-APRIL

1. Mar 22: World Water Day
2. Mar 27: Happy Birthday
Patrick Brown!
3. Mar 29: Federal Budget
4. April 1: April Fools Day
5. April 6: Good Friday
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Photo: Dave Manning

In a rare photo opportunity, two proud parents sit on the nest shortly after mum laid her first of two eggs.

UNITING ISLANDS BIG AND SMALL

Did something in this edition:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

inform you?
pique your interest?
amuse you?
make a good contact for you?
find you an opportunity?
inspire you to take action?
make a conversation topic?
find you a good buy or service?

VOLUNTARY SUBSCRIPTIONS help
keep all this great news coming!

If you already receive Island Tides in your mailbox,
pick it up from a yellow box or rack located from
Victoria to Campbell River, or read online, you can show
your support by mailing a voluntary subscription of

$25 + $3 HST = $28

or amount of your choice to:

Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA/MasterCard number at
250-629-3660)

Thank You

A heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you who have
sent voluntary subscriptions and extra donations.
Keep those lovely phone calls, cards, letters and
emails coming, too. We paste them all in our
scrapbooks!

Project Eagle Watch taking flight

T

Eroca Dancer and Dave Manning

he bald eagle, an icon species in coastal British western North America may congregate to feast at the
Columbia, has fascinated people for thousands of spawn. Eagles return to their territories in the fall.
years. Native people idolized and immortalized
Dave has extended Project Eagle Watch to include
them on totem poles. Today, eagles still capture the
ospreys, peregrine falcons, and Great Blue herons, in
imagination with video of their nests and chicks
addition to bald eagles. The nests of these birds are
broadcast around the world on the internet.
protected, year-round, under the BC Wildlife
‘In its 8th year
My husband, Dave, began sleuthing
Act, with fines of up to $100,000 and/or a
eagles in 2005 after a friend badgered him
year in prison for disturbing nests. In fact,
Project Eagle
to become a WiTS (Wildlife Tree
Watch… has expanded all bird species are protected while nesting.
Stewardship) monitor. He rapidly became
In its eighth year, Project Eagle Watch,
to include over 60 Gulf
obsessed with bald eagles and their nests,
now under the umbrella of Pender Island
Islands… with more
which can weigh up to 2,000 pounds. He
Conservancy Association ( PICA), has
than 235 eagle aeries
expanded to include over 60 Gulf Islands,
used outdated maps to ground-truth
and more than 75 volunteer monitors, with
whatever aeries were still intact. Soon he had
identified.’
235 bald eagle aeries identified. The North
located over 30 on North and South Pender
Pender Islands Local Trust Committee has
Islands and began to study them in earnest.
implemented Development Permit Areas to protect eagle,
Each pair has a territory of approximately one coastal
kilometre, which they guard fiercely during the mid- osprey, and heron sites (30-50 metres surrounding the nest
January to mid-August breeding season. They can lock trees).
Enthusiasm for these magnificent birds continues to
talons with interlopers, spiralling to the ground in a death
grip, but may also spin with their mate—exhilarating grow as monitors call with news of egg laying and hatching.
Nothing connects us with nature as does a wild bird nesting
foreplay, magnificent to watch.
Most bald eagles nest in veteran Douglas fir trees with in our neighbourhood.
Project Eagle Watch gratefully acknowledges the support
strong supporting branches. They also need nearby trees for
perching and fledging. A pair will often have more than one of PICA, Pender Island Field Naturalists, Public
aerie, sometimes on adjacent islands. They lay one to three Conservation Assistance Fund, WiTS and private donators.
eggs over a few days beginning in late February. Incubation If you’re interested in becoming a monitor, or know of a nest
lasts thirty-five days, with mates trading off from time to of the four birds mentioned, contact Dave Manning
time. Surviving eaglets will fledge (fly from the nest) about (beingpresentnow@hotmail.com) or PICA. 0
twelve weeks later. Soon afterward, adults and fledglings
Did you appreciate this article? Send your voluntary
leave for salmon streams, where hundreds of eagles from
subscription today! Please see box at left for details.
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