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Auditor General mulls
ferries’ review ~ Patrick Brown

Following a detailed submission from the BC Ferry and Marine
Workers’ Union (BCFMWU), the Provincial Auditor General,
Wayne Strelioff, may be considering an audit of BC Ferries
Services Inc and the entire structure that links it to the
provincial government, set up under the Coastal Ferries Act.
The Auditor’s historical oversight of the provincial ferry
system was ended by the Act, which specifically barred him
from any review on the basis that the new company was a
private company. However, the BCFMWU submission argues
that, because of the structure set up by the Act, the various
agreements made between the government, the Ferry
Authority, and the company, and bearing in mind subsequent
transactions involved in refinancing the new company, the BC
taxpayer is clearly still responsible for the company’s debts.
BCFMWU also makes the point that the provincial auditor
quite properly should be concerned with the expenditure of an
annual provincial subsidy of over $100,000,000 annually.
David Gray, co-founder of the ‘Save Our Ferries’ campaign
headed by the union, makes several points to Mr. Strelioff: ‘BC
Ferries shares are owned by the Crown. The bulk of the asset
value of the former Crown Corporation is now available for use
by BCFS, through its bond issue. With all of these links to
government, combined with the ability of BCFS to negatively
impact the value of the taxpayers’ asset that is BC Ferries and its
infrastructure, it seems reasonable and within your mandate to
require ongoing scrutiny, an event we would see as both positive
and constructive towards ensuring the success of BC Ferries and
protection of public interest.’

The Case for Provincial Oversight

The report ‘BC Ferry Services Inc. and Provincial Liabilities’ was
prepared for the BCFMWU by Nelle Maxey of Powell River.
Using publicly available documents, it traces the transactions
involved in the creation of BC Ferry Services Inc, establishes its
ownership, summarizes the financing and debt load of the
company, and lists the liabilities and risks undertaken by the

Crazy weather: late winter snow
amazes Pender dad and daughter; and
gorgeous cherry blossom delights at
Mayne’s Japanese garden.
Photos: Rachel Chervatin & Brian Haller
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Powerline battle continues Galiano Forest Bylaw enforcement not suspended, says
Trustee ~ Patrick Brown
The battle between the BC Transmission Corporation and
SeaBreeze to transmit power to Vancouver Island continues at
both the BC Utilities Commission hearings and in preliminary
skirmishes prior to anticipated hearings at the National Energy
Board.
At the BCUC hearings, the Commission has continued with a
comparison of the BCTC Vancouver Island Transmission
Reinforcement (VITR) proposal and the SeaBreeze Vancouver
Island Cable (VIC) alternative, despite the fact that SeaBreeze
withdrew its application. (Seabreeze was faced with a proposed
change in financing by BCTC which apparently would have
rendered the SeaBreeze proposal financially uncompetitive.)
The Commission continues to use the SeaBreeze proposal as a
technical and financial alternative in order to assist its
evaluation of the BCTC proposal.
BCTC’s VITR proposal involves high voltage AC powerlines
on the existing route across Galiano, Parker, and Salt Spring
Islands, combined with submarine cables and underground
cables through the Tsawwassen residential area. The SeaBreeze
proposal, on the other hand, anticipated ‘HVDC light’
technology underwater and underground along a route which
would have avoided the Gulf Islands.
From recent testimony at the BCUC hearings, it would appear
that the Commission may be seeking some way of combining
BCTC financing with the alternative HVDC Light technology.
Questioning on March 16 explored the origin of BCTC’s claim that
it would use 100% debt financing (an option not open to
SeaBreeze), which would reduce financing costs compared to BC
Hydro’s historical 80/20 combination of debt and equity
financing. The hearings are expected to wrap up soon.
Meanwhile, BCTC has submitted a list of questions to
SeaBreeze regarding its claims for the benefits of a proposed
international transmission line across the Strait of Juan de Fuca
between Victoria and the Olympic Peninsula. Eventually, there
should be hearings on this at the National Energy Board; it
would also make use of HVDC Light technology. The Bonneville
Power Administration (in the US) has also questioned some of
the claims made by SeaBreeze for this link. 0

A packed meeting of the Galiano Local Trust Committee on
Wednesday, March 15 heard preliminary plans for a review of
Forest Land Use Bylaws, but also learned that new prosecutions
would continue to be initiated under the existing bylaws.
At present, three prosecutions have been started but are ‘on
hold’ while the review is being carried out. The Islands Trust
anticipates that should these cases come to court while the bylaws
under which they were brought might possibly be changed, the
courts would delay any verdict until the review was completed.
However, Trustee Roy Smith made it clear that should any new
situations develop in which the Land Use Bylaws appear to have
been broken, new prosecutions will be initiated. Some Galiano
residents had anticipated that now that the Forest Land Use
Bylaws were officially under review, they would no longer be
enforced. Smith has clearly confirmed that enforcement would
continue.

queried whether they would ever be answered. (Later in the
meeting, Islands Trust Planner Brodie Porter outlined the
procedure which was to be used for the receipt of letters, and the
LTC officially acknowledged the receipt of 23 letters, including at
least one that had been previously rejected by the Trustees. The
cut-off would now be ten days before the meeting).
Canfield went on to ask, ‘What’s the rush?’ on Forest bylaws.
‘Haste,’ she said, ‘hides issues, obscures choices, and hides
consequences.’ She questioned the current enforcement of
Forest bylaws, and asked ‘how long will this limbo last?’
Brian Mitchell emphasized the importance of defining
problems before setting out to solve them, and the necessity of a
full understanding of the objective of any public meeting. His
plea was essentially for a properly designed process.
Bowie Keefer briefly described his plans for District Lot 10,
and the reasons he had initiated a road access to the back of
Mount Galiano through the existing works yard, off Georgeson
Bay Road. He said there is no threat to Mount Galiano, that he
was not planning residential development, but trail building. He
will describe his plan at a public meeting at the South Hall at
10am on April 1. But, he said, his proposal is anything but an
April Fool’s day joke (see Readers’ Letters, page 4).

The Meeting

The LTC meeting started at 1pm. By mid-afternoon, nearly
seventy people packed the North Galiano Hall. Early in the
meeting, the LTC heard four speakers.
Helena Chambers expressed her concern that any new Forest
Land bylaw that did not agree with the Private Managed Forest
Land Act (PMFL) would be rejected by the provincial government.
The choice, she said, would be to agree with the PMFL or decide to
enforce it. She urged Trust Council to step up its negotiations with
the government to have the Islands Trust area exempted from the
PMFL.
She went on to accuse Trustee Roy Smith of ‘bias’ in his
advocacy of #1 priority for the Forest Land Use Bylaw review. This
was based on Smith’s resolution seeking a review of Forest bylaws
and specifying the changes that he thought should result. (His
resolution was subsequently defeated.) Smith’s reply was to deny
bias, calling the claim ‘an assault on the proper work of the Trust
Committee.’
Carolyn Canfield sought ‘open government’. She commented
on the LTC’s handling of the many letters it had received, and

Forest Land Use Bylaws

This was the third LTC meeting to consider a review of the Forest
bylaws. Planner Brodie Porter said that he had been exploring
the possibility of funding for the FLUB review, since funding for
the complete Galiano OCP review would not be available from
the Islands Trust budget until April 2008.
Porter indicated that the province was willing to fund the
process in two phases, provided that it could be clearly defined.
The first phase, to be carried out under the supervision of a
contracted facilitator, would involve a variety of ‘stakeholders’ to
design a public process. If this was successful, the second phase,
the process itself, would be funded. Just how long the review
would take was not predetermined, although presumably work

GALIANO LTC, please turn to page 6

We’re all about the Islands
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

For scheduled flight info call

VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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Island Marine Construction
Floats • Ramps • Moorings • Pile Driving

Ph: 250-537-9710

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

Going Somewhere?

whittome’s travel
60 Station Street, Duncan

1-800-434-0566

travel.whittome@shawcable.com
Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

www.islandtides.com
Wayne Pineau, Mayne Electrical Services
Licenced Electrical Contractor

Insured • Bonded • W.C.B. • Licence # 89515

24 Years Experience
Residential • Commercial • Repairs

Serving All the Southern Gulf Islands

250-539-0630

wplh@cablelan.net

MOT to enforce sign regulations on Pender ~ Gary Steeves

The Ministry of Transportation (MOT) will continue
enforcement measures on Pender roadside signs. Final
enforcement efforts are to begin at the end of this month. Any
signs not legally established pursuant to the Transportation Act
will be removed and violators may be subject to penalties under
the Act.
North Pender Islanders will recall the review of sign
regulations last year. MOT met with the Islands Trust to review
the regulations concerning signage and delegated enforcement
of the regulations to the local road maintenance contractor.
The results of the discussions with MOT were reported at
Local Trust Committee meetings last year. A subsequent report
in the Pender Post summarized the rules pertaining to signage.
All signs on private land are governed by the Land Use Bylaw
(LUB) Part 5 Sign Regulations. Signs on hydro poles are
governed by BC Hydro and signs on highways right-of-ways are
governed by the Transportation Act.
Last year, Hydro advised that nothing was authorized to be
on their poles and confirmed that MOT highways maintenance
personnel should remove any signs on Hydro poles. This was
completed and no problems currently exist in this regard.
Further, there are no complaints regarding signs on private land.
The only remaining sign issue involves highways.
Part 5, Section 62 of the Transportation Act says that
nothing can be done on a provincial public highway unless the

FERRIES from page 1
provincial taxpayer. Ms Maxey comments early in her report
that some of these documents are effectively hidden on the
Canadian securities website (sedar.com), and that another,
which describes the formation of the new company, is no longer
available on the BCFS website.

The Start Up Deal

There is a description of the start-up transactions in the 02/03
BC Ferry Corporation Annual Report. Ms Maxey provides a brief
summary:
‘ … what happened was legislated by the Province and was
highly unusual. In order to redeem 100% of the outstanding
shares of the Crown Corporation being held by the Minister of
Finance, the new company needed cash. So it mortgaged the
assets it had just been given by the Province back to the
Province for the amount of $428 million. Then it reorganized
its shares, selling 75,477 shares to the Province. The Province
also gave the new company $1,000 to buy one common share.
‘If only other ‘independent’ businesses could get such a
great start-up deal. In effect, the taxpayers of the Province
funded the deal to transfer ownership of their assets at little
benefit to themselves, even paying off the $40 million deficit
to find themselves owners of a company which had gone
from over $500 million in shareholder equity to just $75
million in equity. . . .
‘But this is peanuts when compared with the value of the
Crown Corporation which was essentially given away. This
deal was further complicated when the assets were again
mortgaged to the Banking Consortium to secure the $500
million bond offerings which were then used to pay off the
mortgage held by the Province. At the same time the
company established a large line of credit. These unusual
transactions can only be attributed to the fact that the
company was a public transportation service, a service that
had been declared an essential service by the Province, a
service that was a regulated monopoly, and a service in which
the Province had a unique interest and powers as follows:
‘1) Province holds all but one share of the company.
‘2) Province has contracted to pay over $100 million in
annual revenue to the company.
‘3) Province appoints 2 of the Directors of the new Ferry
Authority and BCFS.
‘4) Province retains ownership of the lands, terminals and
marine structures.
‘5) Province holds unusual powers and makes certain
guarantees. . . .’
(As noted in #4, the Province took ownership of the
terminals, valued at some $250 million. When the provincial
mortgage had been paid off, it would appear that the provincial
government, in addition to ‘privatizing’ the company, had
relieved it of nearly three-quarters of a billion dollars.)

Who Owns BC Ferry Services Inc?

The Province owns all the preferred shares, and without its
consent, BCFS may not amend its articles, carry out any share
transactions, or sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of all or
substantially all of its property or assets.
The BCFMWU report says ‘The Province is an owner as it has
purchased shares and does in fact receive the only dividends
from the company. Although it does not have voting privileges,

TRUE-CRAFT LOG STRUCTURES

person is authorized to do so by the Ministry. Section 214 of the
Motor Vehicle Act says, in subsection (1), that a person may not
erect a sign on or over a highway without permission to do so.
Permission must be granted by MOT.
The Ministry has advised that they will be enforcing the
regulations. They list eight locations on North Pender where
signs are presently on MOT property and pose a problem for the
safe operation of MOT’s highway responsibilities. These signs
must either be relocated or they will be removed under the
authority of MOT. Removal efforts, if necessary, will begin
March 31.
This matter is not in the jurisdiction of the Islands Trust.
However, as a trustee for North Pender Island, I believe that
business ∆8operators on Pender should be aware of the law and
the intentions of MOT to enforce their jurisdiction. Some
business operators have asked why business signage is possible
on highways on other Islands and the answer is the same for
everyone: simply contact the Ministry of Transportation and
seek permission for a roadside sign on the highways right-ofway.
MOT Highways Area Manager for our area is Dan Saari. If you
want permission to erect a sign on MOT property, contact the
office at Suite 240, 4460 Chatterton Way, Victoria V8X 5J2. You
may phone toll free by dailing Enquiry BC at 1-800-663-7867 and
asking for the Ministry of Transportation at 250-952-4478. 0

it has a unique position of determining the course of the
company as evidenced not only by share ownership and by
appointing Directors to the Board, but also by the exercise of
limiting the actions of the company….’
Having established who owns the company, the report then
goes on to establish who controls the company: again, the Province,
through provision of extensive tax dollar subsidies, and pass
through of federal subsidies, totalling at present some $131 million
annually. The Auditor General, says the report, should maintain
effective scrutiny over how these tax dollars are being spent.

The Company’s Debt

The BCFMWU report also points out that the debt of the
company has increased fourfold since it was a Crown
Corporation, mainly to pay off the Province.
The report establishes that the various agreements between
the Province and BCFS make it clear that, should the company
be unable to carry the debt, the government would have little
choice but to cover it. The banks also appear to have set limits on
the company’s total indebtedness; these limits depend on
government involvement in ownership.
(It is not noted in the report, but it would appear that the
three new ‘Super-C’ vessels will be financed until completion by
the German yard building them, backed by the German
government. This means that the liability that is being incurred
by BCFS will not show on the books until the ships are delivered,
at which point more money will have to be borrowed to pay for
them, and fares may have to be increased to make the
payments.)

More Taxpayer Risk

The report points out that, under the Coastal Ferries Act, cross
subsidies from major to minor routes are supposed to be phased
out by March 31, 2008. Recent reports from BC Ferries indicate
that, with substantial fare increases over the past three years,
this has in fact already been accomplished. The question
remains whether the 4.4% increases typical of minor routes
during the last few years continue to be justified.

Traffic Down?

A recent memo from BCFS CEO David Hahn indicated that
traffic was down in October, 2005 by 6.6% of vehicles and 7.6%
of passengers compared to 2004, mostly on the normally
moneymaking major routes. Hahn indicated that should this
continue, costs would need to be cut. However, no further
memos of this type have since been issued.
The cause of traffic decline was cited as high gasoline prices
and confusion over US passport regulations; no mention was
made of ferry fares, surcharges, etc. Yet previous studies done for
BC Ferries indicated clearly that there would be a decline in
traffic as fares rose, and that the ‘tipping point’ was close.
The annual increases over the last few years, plus the fuel
surcharges, may well have contributed to this decline in traffic. It
may be time for the taxpayers to increase their support for the
ferries, or the tourist-based economy of Vancouver Island could
suffer noticeably this year.
BC Ferries has implemented discounted fares this month for
passengers, cars and, most recently, a 50% cut in fares for trucks.
No explanation has been given for these sudden and unexpected
moves. 0

From cozy cottages to grand lodges …

Woodside:
1653 sq. ft.
Materials:
$68,845

ALUMINUM BOAT BUILDING
Robert Jackson • 250-337-5309
www.jaxoncraft.com • Comox, BC

Quality milled log home packages:

• Western Red Cedar or Pine Logs
• Windows & Doors, Loft Floor Structure
• Complete Weathertight Roof System

MICHAEL LEDUC
(250) 751-0663

loghomedreams@shaw.ca

‘I love the Islands...’
now online at:
www.islandtides.com
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank & John Robertson
ou know the weather is squirrelly when
you can’t tell if the funny looking, tiny
things flying in the sky are early bugs or
out-of-season snowflakes! The range of
temperatures in the last few weeks has been
surprising—but when you go to the early
morning 6:20am boat, there is light! This means
that Islanders look much better when they are in
town; things match and are very clean because
they can see what they are putting on before they
jump on the boat!

New APC Members

The Islands Trust, after a long process has
appointed 7 community members to Saturna’s
Advisory Planning Commission. They are
Michel Bourassa, Joan Combes, Dave Curwen,
John Gaines, John Guy, Harvey Janszen, and
John Money.

Lyall Creek Online

There’s a new Saturna-related website online.
Created by Todd Golumbia, Park Canada
biologist, the website describes Lyall Creek and
its history, ecosystems, drainage and the salmon
enhancement effort that the community has
supported for so long. There are some lovely
pictures of Island kids, parents and community
members at the salmon fry holding site on the
Creek.

East Point Proposal

On March 14, Geord Holland, one of the six
owner couples of Eastpointe Ocean Cottages, put
forward a proposal to change the zoning of East
Point.
The owner group had decided to hold a public
information meeting before making a formal
presentation to the Islands Trust for a bylaw
change. The property is zoned as a Commercial
Recreation and Accommodation Zone that
allows for visitor accommodation, a restaurant,
an accessory retail use, boat ramp, a caretaker
residence and 36 bedrooms.
The owners would like to change the
definition of ‘visitor accommodation’ for their
land from the current ‘no more that 29 days
continuous use or of 45 days in a calendar year’
to a maximum of 270 days, to change 6 of the
cottages from 2 bedroom to three bedroom,
and up the area of a cottage from 1,000 square
feet to 1,400. They would like to limit
themselves to 12 cottages instead of the allowed
18. They want to keep all of the other uses. The
concept is that 6 other owners would buy a ‘site’
from the original owners and build their
cottage with some restrictions placed on style.
All efforts would be made to manage sewage
treatment and water use in a careful,
communal manner. The owners would not be
there for 94 days of the year.
The presentation allowed for lively
commentary and lots of questions. The audience
of about 60 people thanked the owners for
presenting their concepts and for explaining why
they would like the community to create a special
zone for them. Water and sewage treatment
were of concern to many, loss of tourist
accommodation during the high season, how
would the change in our zoning plan benefit the
community as a whole in the long run and serve
the mandate of the Island Trust, and what sort of
precedence does this set for other development
strategies. Time-shares and other common
holdings were discussed at length during the
presentation. Our Island Trustees were not
present at the meeting.
Certainly this is an interesting proposal that
blurs the lines between residential housing and
commercial visitor accommodation. It also
brings into question the continuance of balanced
consistent planning created by a community to
reflect certain identified goals.

A l u m i -t ub s I nc .

Walter Bavis, 1906–2006

Long-time Islander, Walter Bavis died peacefully
in Vancouver, March 9. Walter was born
December 14, 1906. Walter first came here with
his dad in 1918 when they came to build a house
on the quarter section they bought at the mouth
of Narvaez Bay. His youngest brother Chuck
Bavis, who predeceased Walter, was born on
Saturna Island.
Walter was a kind and considered man
whose mind was an encyclopedia for history on
Saturna. He has written extensively in the Gulf
Island Historical Society book, The Gulf Islands
Patchwork. The Saturna Community Club
recently sponsored author Bill Schermbrucker
and Rick Tipple to record Walter’s memories of
life on Saturna Island in Saturna in the 1920’s
and Other Recollections.
Walter made many contributions to our
Island. He was president of the Community Club
for many terms, one of the original creators of
Saturna’s Official Community Plan and an active
worker at the Lamb BBQ. Later in the ’80s,
Walter and Daisy moved into White Rock and
came back to Saturna very occasionally.
Walter’s son and daughter-in-law, Jim and
Jody Bavis, have many wonderful memories of
visiting with their children at Walter and Daisy’s
Narvaez Bay home in the summer. Jim and Jody
are often on Saturna and maintain here the Bavis
family name that first appeared in the Land
Registry Office in 1918.
Walter was a man of a different era, quiet, soft
spoken, vitally interested in life as it went on
around him. His quiet interest in all things
natural and his wonderful memory have
provided a chronicle of our community. Two
summers ago some people came into recycling
asking about a parent who spent a year or two on
Saturna in the ’40s. No one knew anything, but
Jim called his dad who was able to tell the man
where this parent had lived and a little about her.
We say goodbye to a man who loved the
Island and gave back much.

Government Dock Changes

The decking and the sub-floor horizontals are
being removed from the old float plane float at
the government dock. The 4x12 wood decking is
weathered black. The tire bumpers which the
planes come in against have been ripped off into
a pile and are full of starfish, sea urchins and
feather duster worms. The big horizontal beams
are an aquarium view of shallow sea life: chitons,
sponges, mussels, barnacles, kelp crabs,
nudibranchs, etc.
I can remember sitting in the sun on that
wharf, hot creosote smell, splinters on your
knees, loading and unloading bread, putting
oldest daughter Genni and Dave on the float
plane to start their honeymoon, crawling into
some float plane with a broken arm, dislocated
shoulder and broken elbow. Saturna is such a
rich, evocative place in which to pass your life!

Goings On

On March 25 you can pull broom at Winter Cove
Park or attend a voice workshop at the church! In
the evening the last of the Saturna Arts and
Concerts Society presentations will be made with
Trio Accord.
Feel free to sing while you pull broom at
Winter Cove Park and eat a lovely lunch half
way through. Bring implements of destruction
and wear waterproof shoes as the estuary is a
favorite place for broom to grow and depending
on the tide you may get wet.
The voice workshop is offered by Cathy
Lewis, March 25 and 26. This workshop is
described as an intensive, interactive workshop
where you learn to release your breath and voice.

SHORELINE DESIGN
www.shorelinedesign.ca
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Live Your Dream

• excellent
references

www.alumitubs.com

Local Connections, Global Connections
• Top-selling realtor on Salt Spring and Southern Gulf Islands for
the past 8 years! (verifiable statistics)
• Li offers experience (18 years successfully selling Salt Spring
and southern Gulf Islands properties), managing broker license,
integrity and enthusiasm!
• Professionalism, (ongoing training/upgrading to remain current)
and unparalleled market knowledge! A top negotiator!
• The original innovator — with several creative and targeted
websites, global and local, since 1995! (1st realtor on Salt
Spring & Southern Gulf Islands to market on the internet!)
• Strong supporter of Children’s Miracle Network (Benefits Gulf
Islands Families), Lady Minto Hospital, GISS, ArtSpring and S.P.C.A.

2005 MLS Gold Award
(TOP AWARD FOR ENTIRE VICTORIA
REAL ESTATE BOARD AREA)

2005 RE/MAX Chairman’s Award
(TOP SALES AWARD AT RE/MAX
INTERNATIONAL)

RE/MAX Lifetime Achievement

For the very best in real estate service
whether buying or selling . . .

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"

Li Read
RE/MAX Salt Spring
Each office independently
owned and operated.

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131
Fax: 250-537-4287
Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

We supply:

• steel cisterns –
polypropylene-lined,
5,000 – 30,000 gal.
• first flush diverters,
BC Ferries 5.00 x 6.125 debris pails, high
vagator - Malaspina
Na
• harvesting
systemsUniversity-College
capacity filters
BOB BURGESS
Island
Tides
• design
tel. 250-246-2155
• installation
bob@rainwaterconnnection.com
• service
Visit our new site: www.rainwaterconnection.com

Transporting 58,000
customers every da
y,
BC Ferries is the lar
gest independentl
y
owned ferry compan
y in
BC Ferries’ commitm the world. With
ent to excellence
and daily trips to 47
ports of call, you’re
definitely going pla
ces.

Opportunities for Seas
onal
Employment (Nanaimo)

(On-call shift work)

Interested applican
ts may submit a
resume to: ernan@b
cferries.com, or fax
to: (250) 716-7138. For
further information
or to download an
application, please
refer to our website.
Dead
applications is 5:00 PM line for receiving
,Friday,April 7,2006.

THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE

www.bcferries.com

CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

Eric/Wendy Holtz
604.272.0620

Li Read

• Customer Service
Attendants
• Deckhands
• Engine Room Assis
tants

• fully insured

Come on in!
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1.888.546.9663

Peter Christenson 250-629-8386

www.linwoodhomes.com

specializing in water access
over steep & rugged terrain

– Over 100 full colour designs –

NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE

We appreciate the inte
rest of all applicants; how
ever
only those selected for
an interview will be con
tacted.
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16,000 copies this issue
Every Second Thursday

SALISH SEA’S ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY NEWSPAPER

8,500 copies delivered to

Southern Islands’ households

7,500 copies on the Ferry Routes,

in Sidney,Victoria & north of the
Malahat to Nanaimo

ISLAND TIDES PUBLISHING Ltd
www.islandtides.com

Box 55, Pender Island, BC, V0N 2M0

Owner, Publisher & Editor: Christa Grace-Warrick
Contributors:
Patrick Brown, Priscilla Ewbank, Rachel Chervatin,
Brian Haller, Susan DeGryp, K. MacKenzie, Doug
Carrick, Gary Steeves, John Robertson

Tel: 250-629-3660 • Fax: 629-3838

Email:news@islandtides.com & islandtides@islandtides.com

Deadline: Wednesday between Publications

Off-Island Canadian Subscriptions $42.80
Voluntary Mail & Box Pick-up Subscriptions $21.40

www.islandtides.com

Serving the Saanich Peninsula &
the Gulf Islands for over 35 Years
2104 Malaview Ave. Sidney BC

250-656-5581

www.superior-collision.com

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.

Alpine Model - $59,500

Laurier Model - $72,600

• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order
date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct.
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.
Your Island Representative
Russ Anderson
R. Anderson Technical Services
Port Alberni, BC
Phone: (250) 720-6000
View over 100 plans at: Fax:
720-2270
www.nelson-homes.com e-mail: (250)
russanderson@shaw.ca

O

Editorial: Biting Bullets

n March 10, Islands Trust Council passed its annual
budget. For many years, the Islands Trust has been
extremely reluctant to increase the taxes it charges to
Gulf Island property owners for their local government and
planning services. Islands are used to having their wishes
constrained by tight budgets, and successive Trust finance
committees have been more than prudent in keeping costs
down. The 2006/7 budget is about $4 million; the Trust is a
rather minimal government organization.
Over these same years, the provincial government
contribution to the Trust has been steadily and deliberately
reduced. In 1994 it contributed 26.7% of the Islands Trust’s total
budget; in 2005/6 it will be 4.1%. The Trust mandate—‘Preserve
and protect … for the benefit of the Province generally’—has not
been changed. It’s just that successive provincial governments
are too cheap to pay their share, and in fact have been
downloading these additional costs onto Gulf Island taxpayers.
Between 1994/5 and 2005/6 the provincial grant to the Trust
has been reduced from $469,435 to $178,000. The grant for the
coming fiscal year will be reduced by a further $58,000; there
are no more reserves to tap, so we either ante up or cut services.
Costs, of course, have been rising, although staff, working
under the same collective agreement as provincial employees,
have had their wages frozen for some time. Now is the catch-up
time for them too. The additional cost of this is estimated at
around $200,000, and the provincial government’s payroll
processing charge has been increased by an extra $20,000.
There’s a bit of extra money for bylaw enforcement, but most
of the other increases over last year are not significant. The

Executive Committee, all four of whom now work full time, get
small increases, but the Trust Chair is still paid $33,000 annually.
The resultant tax increase is estimated at $8.30 per $100,000
assessment, up 12.8% from last year. It may be less, depending
how much the total of assessments on the Islands rise. Don’t forget
that the Trust only accounts, on the average, for 10 - 12% of
Islanders’ total property taxes, so the actual increase from this will
be somewhere around 1.2% of a total tax bill. And that can be
blamed mostly on yet another provincial government not paying
its share.
And maybe not supporting the Trust. Over the last couple of
months we have learned of two Trust bylaws that experienced
delays in receiving provincial approval for apparently ideological
reasons. One was the Galiano Road Plan Bylaw, which was
delayed for reasons described as ‘private property rights’ or
‘broader provincial interests’;’ it was delayed long enough that it
could be withdrawn by newly elected trustees. The second was a
Gabriola bylaw requiring Temporary Use Permits for Short Term
Vacation Rentals (STVRs). This met with considerable delay until
it was pointed out that the previous bylaw had not permitted
STVRs at all!
These delays will be raised by the Trust in meetings with the
government. It will also highlight the growing list of legislative
powers needed by the Trust to make it possible to carry out its
mandate.
Could it be that the government’s strategy towards the Islands
Trust is financial starvation plus legislative frustration? It’s time to
stop this nonsense and treat (and fund) the Trust with the respect
it deserves. 0

‘Supporting the Troops’

the past 30 years engaged ourselves in many projects to preserve
endangered forest parklands, to develop recreational trail
networks, and to research sustainable technologies for our
fragile planet. With good results from some of Bowie’s
inventions for energy conservation, seawater desalination and
hydrogen purification, we found ourselves in a position to
undertake a personal initiative toward healthy solutions for our
sadly splintered community.
We purchased DL 10 and subsequently ‘Park Place’ in order
to do a demonstration for Galiano Island of how privately owned
forest land can be managed to restore biodiversity and aesthetic
values, and how public footpaths can be extended to benefit the
entire community including the contributing landowners. This
project has been hugely rewarding for us, and we look forward to
more and more landowners likewise restoring their forest while
providing access for recreational trails.
The road realignment so fiercely attacked by your
correspondents is designed to deactivate an existing road in
order to liberate a popular trail (Grace Trail) in a riparian area,
and to rotate another road allowance out of the park area to go
under an existing access road. Any future subdivision of DL 10
would be precluded by our proposal to transfer excess
residential rights to where we live on DL 79 in North Galiano.
A public meeting to discuss this project and its implications
will be held at the Galiano South Hall at 10am on April 1. After
the project has been explained, there will be an opportunity for
questions and discussion. We would like to hear your ideas and
suggestions, such as possible future community uses of the
gravel pit area. Then we will go to Park Place for a site tour, and
those with picnic lunches can hike on up the mountain.
There is no threat to Mount Galiano. Our efforts there are
concerned with protecting the land, restoring the forest, and
providing public recreational benefits. This project will expand the
area under protection. We are most grateful to the provincial
government for its generous willingness to provide the key
matching land donation. Please come to ‘Park Place’ and DL 10 by
foot, bicycle or horseback to enjoy the trails up Mount Galiano,
and rejoice in the beauty of this wonderful place.
Anna and Bowie Keefer, Galiano Island

Readers’ Letters

Dear Editor:
News coverage on Kandahar seems to emphasize ‘support the
troops’ regardless. If we had troops in Iraq, wouldn’t ‘supporting
the troops’ mean withdrawing them from a situation we
shouldn’t have put them in? Kandahar may or may not be such
a place. We shall find out. ‘The Protectorate’ wherein nationboundaries are declared and outsider-backed central
government imposed (disempowering local tribal chiefs), was
the invention of the colonial powers who generally received
special commercial and military base privileges in the
‘protection’ deal. (Coincidence?—the UNOCAL pipeline from
the giant Dauletabad gasfield in Turkmenistan [159 TCF, 3 times
Canada’s total gas reserves] is to run right through Kandahar on
its way to markets in Pakistan and India). Such protection is a
double-edged sword; ie: when outsiders install one brother in
the seat of central power, it can alienate the other brothers. For
outsiders to nevertheless back the ‘one brother’ over the long
term, even if it requires outsider ‘protection’ to beat the other
brothers into submission, is hardly ‘peace-keeping’ and it is
hardly ‘supporting the troops’.

Ted Lumley, Pender Island

The Truth is Simple

Dear Editor:
Your last issue included a pair of outraged letters in which the
new Galiano trustees were castigated by your correspondents for
commenting appreciatively about a park donation proposal.
One of us (Bowie) was exposed as the culprit in a conspiracy to
defile Mount Galiano under cover of this park donation. A first
correction is for both of us to be exposed equally, as Anna is the
partner with Bowie in this plot.
Your correspondents accuse us of a greedy real estate game
to profit from the maximum subdivision of DL 10 that would be
enabled by the present bylaws. By donating a small piece of land
to entice the provincial government to donate a larger piece for
the new park at ‘Park Place,’ we could engineer a realignment of
roads to facilitate a profiteering subdivision of District Lot 10 up
the flank of Mount Galiano, for sacrilege of a sacred place.
We are on record that we have no desire or intent to
subdivide DL 10. This is an area for sustainable forestry,
conservation and outdoors recreation; and not for residential
subdivisions.
The truth is too simple when we are all preoccupied with
blasts of friendly fire to demonize each other. Not all landowners
are motivated entirely by greed for financial profit. We have for

Rebutting the Rebuttal

Dear Editor:
As president of a youth environmental group, as a board
member of the 2005/2006 Youth Round Table on the
Environment, and as an individual, I have grave concerns
regarding the proposed aerial spraying of an area of Salt Spring
Island. These concerns have certainly not been allayed by Forest
Health Project Specialist Tim Ebata’s ‘Rebuttal’ (Readers’
Letters, Island Tides, February 23). I should like to take the
opportunity to voice my own rebuttal of Mr Ebata’s ‘rebuttal.’
As to the 1993 spray program, the Ministry correctly followed
the British Columbia Government Environmental Appeal Board’s
LETTERS, please turn to facing page
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‘What’s On?’
Friday, March 24

How Will Global Climate Change Affect Salt Spring
Island?—a talk by Dr. Richard Hebda, Royal BC Museum
curator, University of Victoria botanist and speaker
extraordinaire; sponsored by the SSI Conservancy • Community
Gospel Chapel • 7pm • Suggested donation: $5 • ON SALT
SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, March 25

Comedian Kate Clinton, ‘It’s Come to This!’
25th Anniversary Tour—former high school
teacher-turned comedian, one of North America’s
most celebrated lesbian humorists, a brilliant, witty,
political satirist • Alix Goolden Performance Hall •
8pm • Tickets: $26 advance at Chronicles of Crime
(1057 Fort St) and Lyle’s Place (770 Yates), online
Ticketweb.com or 1-888-222-6608, $30 at door • Info:
www.kateclinton.com, www.soundsandfuries.com • IN
VICTORIA

Saturday, March 25

Saturna Concert Society presents ‘Trio Accord’—
Vancouver-based string trio with Vancouver Symphony members
Mary Sokol Brown on violin, Andrew Brown on viola and Joseph
Elworthy on violincello • Community Hall • 7:30pm • Tickets:
$20 at door • ON SATURNA ISLAND

Friday & Saturday, March 24 & 25

Galiano Players Present ‘Man of La Mancha’—a musical
play featuring David Clothier as Don Quixote, Dave
Parent as Sancho Panza & Amber Smith as
Dulcinea; directed by Dima Kazak; performance
rated ‘PG’–not suitable for young children • South
Community Hall • 7:30pm • Tickets: $15 adults,
$10 seniors/students, available from Galiano
Island Bookstore or Susanne Laughlin 250-539-2911 •
ON GALIANO ISLAND

Fri to Sun, March 31 to April 2

16th Brant Wildlife Festival 2006—family activities, tours,
speakers, international woodcarving show, Milner Gardens and
Woodlands featuring Gordon Henschel, Eagles & Ravens
Aboriginal Art Exhibition, Brantastic Evening-Fundraiser with
speaker Mark Forsythe, dancing with Ron Hadley Combo, silent
and live auction • Various venues and times • Weekend Pass: $15
• Info: www.brantfestival.bc.ca or (250) 752-9171 • IN
QUALICUM BEACH & PARKSVILLE

Saturday, April 1

Galiano Museum Society Annual General Meeting—
business meeting to be followed by lunch and talk by Salt Spring
historian Chris Arnett called, ‘The Capture of Acheewun at
Montague Harbour, 1863’ • Rod & Gun Club, Porlier Pass Road •
Business meeting: 11am, lunch & talk: 1pm • All welcome • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

LETTERS from previous page
decision to protect the residents and ecosystem of Salt Spring
Island. The citizens of Salt Spring and the government worked
together to find and implement a more acceptable plan of action;
no need to quibble about ‘reduction’ or ‘cancellation’.
Salt Spring Island, and indeed BC as a whole, is an extremely
vulnerable and valuable ecological area; the indiscriminate use of
pesticides when other options exist is unacceptable; other options
are available and viable as previously proven. Community
vigilance, mass trapping and other sensible, lower toxicity options
(also less expensive…the 1999 spraying budget was $2.5 million!)
worked before and can work again. There is no shortage of
community volunteers willing to search out egg masses and place
traps—in ‘98 volunteers from the Community Gypsy Moth Project
put in 1,500 hours. It might also be noted that if the Ministry can
find $2.5 million for spraying, they are surely able to cover some
paid labour if need be. As the Government of British Columbia
Environmental Appeal Board Panel stated in their ruling; ‘the
CFIA has shown a degree of arrogance and high handedness in
ignoring the previous recommendation of the Board to approach
community groups … that have volunteered their assistance as an
alternative to wide scale spraying.’ Surely we are beyond that type
of ignorance and arrogance.
Regarding Mr. Ebata’s ‘assurances’ about the contents of
Foray 48B I might remind him, and the readers of the Island
Tides, that Btk (more than toxic enough in its own right) is not
the only ingredient; in fact around 97.9% of Foray 48B
ingredients are not ‘biological’ but simply chemical. It would
appear that it is Mr Ebata who is ‘missing the point’; the point is
that the proposed method of eradication is inappropriate.
‘Untold damage to crops and forests’ is quite frankly a
completely unsupportable and fallacious statement. Gypsy
moths do not damage crops, and as noted by Mr Wilcox, the
damage to British Columbia forests is in fact quite low—even
trees that are affected (and given that we have a conifer
ecosystem, they are few) don’t die from defoliation, they are

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.10

Sun April 9 to Sun, April 23

Salt Spring Painters’ Guild Annual Spring
Show & Sale—the guild invites you to enjoy their
original paintings & drawings • APRIL 9: opening
reception, 4–6pm (free draw for original
watercolour of Salt Spring); APRIL 9–23:
10am–5pm • ArtSpring, 100 Jackson Ave, Ganges
• Info: visit us at www.ssipaintersguild.com • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

Fri & Sat, April 14 & 15

Historical
Fashion
Show—take
a
‘Sentimental Journey’ through 100 years of
fashion from 1850’s hoops to 1950’s crimolines;
two shows, including entertainment and a
reception; fundraiser for Port Washington
Historic Trust (to preserve historic Port
Washington General Store in a legal trust for the
community in perpetuity) • Community Hall •
FRI: 7:30pm, SAT 2:30pm • Tickets: $25 at
Talisman Books & Gallery, Southridge Country
Store, That ‘Little’ Coffee Place • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, April 15

Nature photographer/ guitarist Shel
Neufeld Multimedia Concert—an evening
of acoustic guitar music written by Shel
combined with projected photographs
featuring Pender Island’s beaches, BC’s Coast
range mountains, deserts in the US Southwest
and more! • Community Hall • 8pm • Advance
tickets: $10 at Southridge, Talisman & ‘That
Little Coffee Place’, $12 at the door • Info:
Shel & Wildart Photography 250-629-2090 •
ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, May 6

6th Annual Galiano Island Fun Triathlon—kayak 3km,
cycle 13km, run 5km; post-event barbeque, great prizes, lots of
fun! fundraising event for Galiano Fitness Centre • Montague
Harbour Provincial Marine Park • 12:30pm • Cost: $33/person,
individual event; $30/person relay/team event; $26/youth
(under 16) • Info: www.galianoisland.com/triathlon, email
jemcity@shaw.ca, phone Christian at 250-539-5375 • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

BARGAIN PROMOTION OF
YOUR EVENT!
Only $26.75!
With Photo, just 32.10!

most certainly not ‘irreparably damaged.’
As for protecting the Garry Oak ecosystem; quite aside from
the fact that Garry Oaks themselves are extremely unlikely to be
negatively effected by any minor defoliation that might occur, I
find it fascinating that Mr Ebata neglects to mention that, to quote
the Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada study, ‘Miller (1990)
demonstrated that both richness and diversity of native
Lepidoptera associated with Garry oak, Quercus garryana
Dougal, were reduced after three aerial applications of Btk
(primary ingredient of foray 48B) in Oregon.’ Foray 48B and its
primary ingredient Btk have been found to adversely effect
numerous aspects of the Garry Oak ecosystem most particularly
the many butterflies integral to the ecosystem. Btk has many other
environmentally damaging effects as well. It has been found to
have negative effects on numerous non-target and beneficial
insects. It has also been found to profoundly impact song birds.
Foray 48B is extremely and acutely toxic to Rainbow Trout. Btk
adverse effects are further heightened when you consider drift—it
has been found to drift over 2 miles from target spray areas.
Despite limited research on the health and environmental
effects of Foray 48B and Btk, what research there is, as you can
see from above, clearly points to unacceptable risks. As for
human health, neither the industry or the government or the
available data point to any kind of safety. Conversely, it has

LETTERS, please turn to page 7
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WATERFRONT PROPERTY
FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND

$139,900
4.95
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A CRE L O T S

R ICHARD H ILL

A MEX B ROADWAY W EST R EALTY

604-948-0434

WWW.WESTCOASTLAND.NET
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Compassionate care leave
legislated in BC

Amendments made in March to BC’s Employment Standards
Act will help people who must provide care for loved ones who
are gravely ill.
The amendments allow employees to request time away
from their job, up to eight weeks of unpaid leave, to provide care
or support to an immediate family member who is terminally ill
and at risk of death within 26 weeks. The length of leave would
be taken in not less than one-week periods.
Effective January 2004, the federal government amended
legislation allowing employees to take compassionate care leave.
The Employment Insurance Act provides payment of
employment insurance benefits for eligible workers, and the
Canada Labour Code amendments provide job protection for
federally-regulated employees for that purpose. Changes to the
BC Employment Standards Act extend this protection to
employees in provincially-regulated employment as well.
Alberta and the Northwest Territories are the only
jurisdictions in Canada that do not provide Compassionate Care
Leave. 0

• GUTTERS •

Full Gutter Service (Supplies & Installation)
Gutter Guard for Rainwater Collection
Five-Year Labour Warranty

Serving all the Gulf Islands

250-382-5154
www.irwinvi.com

HOPE BAY HAS LEASE SPACE!

Water
front
ont re
aterfr
retail and
prof
essional space
professional
on Pender
Pender Island

es: 250.629.6432
Call for
250.629.6432
reasonable rat
rates:
info on our reasonable
for info
yrising.com
ising.com
or email info@hopeba
info@hopebayr

NOT GETTING THE
MORTGAGE YOU WANT?

Get expert help from
a specialist in non-standard mortgages:
commercial, residential, and non-residents.

Call Leo Lee, AMP
250-514-9280 • leolee@invis.ca
website: www.LeoLee.ca
Former Chief Credit Officer of The Regional Trust Co.

“EXPECT A ROARING SUCCESS!”
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Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners
• Farm
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts
Salt Spring Island: #1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Doug Guedes • 1-250-537-5527
Sidney: A2 - 9769 Fifth Street
Jason McCutcheon • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
Brentwood Bay: 7178 W. Saanich Rd
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd.
Saanichton: #2-7855 East Saanich Road
Dan Olive • 1-800-663-0807

www.seafirstinsurance.com

autoplan

WELL WATER
IS YOUR

SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334
fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1
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Southern Gulf Islands CRD Director Report ~ Susan DeGryp
arch started off with an orientation in the CRD Board
room in Victoria. Twenty-three commission members
attended. The main purpose was to honour dedicated
volunteers and offer professional assistance to help them do
their jobs. CRD staff made interesting presentations and
provided essential information on the duties and responsibilities
of commission members. It was great to put names and faces
together and the exchange of experiences is always enjoyable.
The camaraderie was evident all day.
On March 4, Inez and I finally hosted a ‘Meet and Greet’ at
the Community Hall on Pender Island. A small group of our
friends and neighbours joined us for tea and cookies as we
discussed issues affecting Penderites in relation to the CRD.
Thanks to Ken Hancock and Bruce McConchie, two of our
Islands Trustees, for joining us.
It was glorious—a dry, sunny day at last, yet the majority of our
discussions seemed to be about water. Topics included canal
erosion, building setbacks and inspection, Riparian rights, ocean
accesses, docks and watershed protection. David Manning arrived
near the end of the meeting and shared with us the work he has

undertaken mapping nesting sites of eagles, osprey, great blue
herons, owls, and ravens. Bravo David, I look forward to reading
your report. Thanks to you all for coming to speak with us.
In honour of Volunteer Week, April 23 to 29, 2006, I would like
to extend a heartfelt thank you to all of the incredible volunteers
that make our communities so vibrant. These volunteers on the
CRD commissions, committees, and non-profit societies that help
deliver important services to their neighbours and friends deserve
a pat on the back. Through them we enjoy: clean and safe drinking
water, hiking trails and parks, recreation programs, fire protection
and emergency response, emergency preparedness, harbours and
docks, library services…. I thank you for your generous
contribution to our Island way of life.
I leave our shores much too often as I continue attending
meetings, and conferences, building my knowledge and adding to
my experience with local government. I must say, I am thoroughly
enjoying both the many challenges and the opportunities to meet
so many of you and I really appreciate the daylight now on those
early ferries. I can actually see familiar faces. I look forward to
meeting more of you in the near future. 0

GALIANO LTC from page 1
on this part of the OCP would feed into the complete OCP review
which, because of Islands Trust staff and funding limitations,
could not start until 2008.
It was suggested that the Phase 1 group should involve
representatives of various parts of the community. Initially,
Islands Trust staff had suggested that the ‘stakeholders’ should
include representatives of large and small Forest Land owners,
community forest interests, conservation interests, non-forest
landowners, prior trustees, and so on.
Trustee Smith suggested that the LTC could advertise for
representatives of ‘interest groups.’ But at the ‘town hall’ session
that followed the meeting, it soon became apparent that few of the
individuals present were willing to be represented by anyone else,
and there were many objections to the term ‘stakeholders.’ There
was a similar resistance to the concept of ‘interest groups.’ Their

legitimacy was questioned even before they had been identified. It
was pointed out that the Phase 1 meetings were only to plan the
public process; but even then, considerable distrust was evident.
Keo Okuda proposed a moratorium on Forest Land
development while the review was in process.
Two other issues raised at the town hall session were:
• Galiano had not been represented at BCUC’s hearings on
the Vancouver Island Transmission Reinforcement Project,
despite the fact that the existing power lines crossed Galiano and
Parker Islands, and ran across Montague Harbour Park. Nick
Francis advocated ‘liberation’ of fifty acres of Galiano.
• There appeared to be some delay in identifying potential
covenant holders to guarantee land protection and preservation.
Several speakers asked the Trust to take the initiative in these
cases, rather than leaving it to the landowners. 0

SATURNA from page 3
There will be a repertoire of Gospel and hymns. All levels are
welcome. There is a fee of $20. Call Ilka Olsen and Mary Barnett
for info.

SCHOOL DISTRICT #64 (GULF ISLANDS)
Re: Consideration of Local School Calendar Option for 2006/2007
Notice of Consultation and Meetings
The Board of School District #64 (Gulf Islands) implemented the Four-Day Week in 2004/2005 and again in
2005/2006 based on a two-year financial plan resulting from enrollment decline and changes to the funding
formula. Ongoing review indicates that programs are being maintained and cost savings are being realized.
Going into the 2006/2007 school year, our funding remains unchanged from 2004/2005 and 2005/2006.
We are inviting you to be part of a consultation process to provide feedback.
Opportunities to provide feedback and to engage in the consultation processes include:
• Email through www.sd64.bc.ca - click on “Local School Calendar (Notice of Motion)”;
• Individual written submissions addressed to the Board of School Trustees, through Dawne Fennell,
Executive Assistant;
• School/community consultation meetings:
Salt Spring Island district employees (at GISS)
April 3
Salt Spring Island community (at GISS)
April 3
April 4
Saturna Elementary School
Pender Islands Elementary Secondary School
April 5
Mayne Island Elementary/Jr. Secondary School
April 6
Galiano Community School

4:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

• Representation through formal submissions made by partner groups including the Confederation of
Parent Advisory Councils, Principal and Vice Principals’ Association, Canadian Union of Public
Employees Local 788, and the Gulf Islands Teachers’ Association;
• Public Meeting of the Board of School Trustees – April 12 at Salt Spring Island Middle School at 1:00 p.m. At
this meeting the Board will make a decision on whether or not to adopt the local school calendar for 2006/2007.

Trio Accord, in concert Saturday, March 25 (see What’s On,
page 5), is a classical ensemble that loves to play classical music
and entertain and also loves to educate and interact with music
lovers. This makes for a very enjoyable concert for those of us who
want to increase our appreciation for classical music. Children are
free at this concert. You can buy tickets for the next season at a
discount at this concert, which is the last one of the season.
Monday, April 3, is the Annual General Meeting of the
Community Club. There will be a potluck dinner preceeding the
meeting. All are welcome.
On April 28, the Saturna Health Committee is sponsoring a
first aid course, taught by Jaimie Pierson of First Alert. This course
will be for 8-hours on one day. The time and cost are yet to be
determined, the cost being a function of the number of
participants. So far 12 Islanders have signed up and there is room
for more. Please contact Donna Curwen if you are interested.

Computer Games Night

The Saturna Cultural & Recreation Society received a cheque for
$38.16 which is the total amount spontaneously donated by the
ten participating boys in appreciation for the SaturnaCAN allnight video game extravaganza event held March 10 and 11. Brett
Jones of Saturna was the student host and instigator. The boys
attend Grades 10, 11 and 12 at GISS on Salt Spring and live on Salt
Spring, Mayne, Pender and Saturna.
The extravaganza was held on the stage at the Rec Centre.
Robert Montgomery set up the impressive network of computers
linked to an overhead digital video projector. The gamers formed
teams to compete with each other with the results projected onto
the Rec Center wall. There was an appreciable economic benefit to
the community as 8 large pizzas and $50 worth of soft drinks,
chips and other non-healthy food was consumed by the boys,
courtesy of SaturnaCAN.
-J.R. 0

Will the government keep
its promise to BC kids?
No progress yet on class size
No mention in BC Throne Speech or Budget
BC’s teachers ended their strike last fall with a
government promise to resolve class size issues.
Unfortunately, there is no progress to date.
Even the government’s own statistics show the
problem:
• 9,253 classes have 31or more students
• 10,942 classes have 4 or more students
with special needs
• 3,598 classes have 6 or more students
with special needs

Teachers are working hard to cope, but all students
suffer when classes are too large and special needs
support is inadequate. That’s why teachers want class
size limits and guaranteed support for special needs.
It’s time to find solutions now.

Kids matter. Teachers care.

www.bctf.ca

IMPORTANT NOTES ON SPECIAL NEEDS: 1) in many cases teachers have no special needs support in their classroom, 2) the government recently narrowed the definition
of ‘special needs’ so fewer students have access to support, and 3) numbers only reflect identified students with special needs – thousands more are waiting for assessment.
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Herring Spawn and the
Full Moon : A Salish Sea
Myth ~ Doug Carrick

Herring have spawned again on our coastal beaches. This
happens every year in early March. Many people believe it
happens on the first full moon of March. I’ve always believed
this full moon stuff is a myth, but I am now checking it out.
I searched ‘herring spawning, full moon’ on Internet and
immediately found an article stating, ‘The herring spawn in the
saltwater is triggered by the full moon tides. At the peak of the high
tide, a section of the shoreline will suddenly glow white, herring
visibly wriggling in the popweed anchored to the rocks.’ To my
surprise, almost shock, the article was written by a biologist hero
of mine who has done much for conservation in BC.
But my own observations are entirely different. This year, for
example, the herring along our beach began spawning on
Monday, March 6—on a half moon! Then I examined my records
over the past 16 years, comparing the spawning dates with the
corresponding dates for full moons. The relationship between the
two is totally random. No relationship at all.
I phoned the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) at
Nanaimo and got a similar opinion. One biologist, now retired,
had also tried to relate full moon tides to herring spawning and
likewise had found no relationship. What they do believe,
however, is that the time of spawning is determined by a
combination of water temperature (8º Celsius) and the amount of
light available. A period of clear weather might speed up the
process.
Leaving the herring for now, there is another question. What
is the effect of the full moon on human behaviour? Does it
influence crime, suicides or mental illnesses (lunatics, from the
word lunar)? Again, scientific studies show no relationship
whatever.
Going back to the quote I found on the Internet, I liked the
word ‘popweed’ used to describe the seaweed used by spawning
herring. As kids we used to call this seaweed ‘cat-ears’ and would
step on the air bladders to pop them. Its proper name is Fucus
(pronounced FEW-cuss). 0
LETTERS from page 5

repeatedly been shown to adversely affect human health. A New
Zealand study on the health effects associated with Foray 48B
spraying states ‘Symptom complaints increased significantly
following the aerial spraying, in particular: sleep problems,
dizziness, difficulty concentrating, irritated throat, itchy nose,
diarrhoea, stomach discomfort, and gas discomfort. Analyses
showed a significant increase in symptoms in those participants
with a previous history of hay fever.’ French scientists have
called for a ban on Btk after mice who inhaled the spores
suffered lung damage, internal bleeding and death. The British
Columbia Lung Association has taken a strong public stance
against Foray 48B spraying. Increased health complaints in
spray areas have been frequently documented. During a
Washington gypsy moth spray program, over 250 people
reported related health problems; 6 were treated in emergency
rooms for allergy or asthma attacks.
Btk has been found to contain diarrhoeal enterotoxin and has
been indicated as having a high risk of causing a gastroenteritis
outbreak. Dr Joseph E Cummins of the University of Western
Ontario states ‘Bacillus thuringiensis toxin (Btk) can be fatal to
people using anti-ulcer drugs.’ This is merely a sampling of the
multitudinous health effects associated with Foray 48B and Btk;
increased miscarriage, unexplained tumours, general malaise and
flu like symptoms have also been increasingly linked to Foray
48B’s use. In light of this and other research, I find myself
wondering how Mr Ebata can feel comfortable with making the
blanket statement ‘it does not affect human health.’
Regarding the organic farmer who lost his certification, Mr.
Eisenhower was offered the option of covering his crops with
plastic, obviously such a pathetically thin, permeable barrier
wouldn’t have shielded his crops from Foray 48B nor kept the
pesticide from entering the water tables and soil of his farm—as
such he rejected this preposterous offer. As an organic farmer he
had the integrity not to lie to his customers and not to keep his
certification under such circumstances. His customers were
placing their trust in him to provide food for their families that
was clean, organic and uncontaminated with pesticides. I should
like to commend him for his truthfulness. I only wish Mr. Ebata
would show as much integrity and honesty to the public.
I feel strongly that the rights of citizens to informed consent
and to be safe in their own homes and communities must be
protected, as must the precious ecosystems we share. It is clearly
wrong to forcibly spray a community who has so clearly
expressed their objections. As an Island youth who hopes to
inherit a future, I ask that more voices be added to prevent the
aerial spraying of our friends and neighbours on Salt Spring
Island. Furthermore I ask that the Ministry do the right thing
and work in cooperation with Salt Spring residents to deal with
this issue without spraying.
Naomi Wilde, Pender Island
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AUTOMOTIVE

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
4Road test by qualified
technician
4Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
440-point driveline
safety check

only

39
for cars

$

.95
*

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)
* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

GSA Auto
Rentals & Sales
Monthly
Rentals
from $525.
Mention this ad and
get an additional
10% off.

Rent/Lease/Buy
Quality Used Cars & Trucks

We will pick you up
from Ferries and Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

SIDNEYCARS.COM

LOST

A small silver ring with "MHS" on
the face. It may have been lost on
BC Ferries, the Otter Bay Terminal
or in Sidney at the Safeway parking
lot. It has great sentimental value
although small commercial value.
Please contact Gary at 250-6293595

FOR RENT

Saturna
Island
Business
Opportunity for hard-working
person with agricultural interests.
Gift Shop, greenhouse and trailer,
located 1km from ferry in great
location. 250-539-2975

ISLAND EXPLORER

PROPERTY

MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230

Southern Gulf

House & Cottage Rentals

PENDER ISLAND LONG TERM:
Ocean Views, furnished, three
bedrooms, interior knotty pine,
cathedral ceilings-$1000.
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

HEALTH

Traditional Chinese Medicine

Acupuncture

Used by people for
over 3000 years and
recognized by the
World Health
Organization as a safe,
effective, drug-free
therapy for many
common health problems.

Trevor Erikson, R.Ac
Registered Acupuncturist
For an appointment call the
Pender Island Health Centre:

629-3322

MARINE

ISLAND
MARINE

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

Ph: 250-537-9710

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

Proportional Voting

Dear Editor:
I would like to thank Gerald Woods for expressing in his letter
(Islands Tides, February 23) what is wrong with proportional
voting.
During ten years of living in Europe, I have seen that
proportional voting creates a wide range of problems. It is
definitely no better than the system which we have here now. I
prefer our present system.
Michael Sauze, Pender Island

Rejected Versus Spoiled Ballots

Dear Editor:
By the letters, it is obvious there is still confusion about the
difference between spoiled ballots and rejected ballots.
Spoiled Ballot: This is a ballot issued to the voter by the
Deputy Returning Officer. The voter makes a mistake or
unintentionally marks the ballot in some manner that will
make his/her choice unclear. They may bring the ballot back to
the DRO, who then issues a new ballot. This can only occur once
for any voter. The spoiled ballot is then put in a specially marked
envelope and set aside.
A spoiled ballot never goes into a ballot box. Therefore, for
the purposes of electing a candidate, the spoiled ballot is never
counted.
A spoiled ballot is tallied at the end of the day by the DRO
solely for the purposes of balancing the books for number of
ballots received vs the number of ballots being returned to the
Returning Officer.
The spoiled ballot has absolutely nothing to do with the
elector for the value of protest voting. Information guiding any
voter in this direction is wrong.
Rejected Ballot: A rejected ballot is one where the voter has
marked the ballot in any fashion that makes his/her choice
unclear, or is voter identifiable. The acceptance or rejection of

HOME & PROPERTY SERIVCES

FORMERLY ARMOUR ROOFING

Specializing in…

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

PVC Deck Membranes
& Aluminum Railings
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
C ALL D AVE W O O DE
C O NTRA C TING :

1-877-652-0599

25 0 -5 3 7 - 29 9 0 or
1 - 80 0- 8 04 - 62 88

Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

Servicing the Gulf Islands

www.flynn.ca

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

FOR SALE

Parts car. 1981 Volvo 245DL. Wellmaintained, running, bodywork
poor. Best offer 250-629-3660

Well Drillers

HOT TUB
COVERS
$299

539-5252 or
250-478-6937

250-537-5147

GETAWAYS

holger@hermann.ca

MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

JOB POSTING

Part-time Events Coordinator,
Pender Island Community HallDuties include: bookings, minor
bookkeeping, marketing, publicity,
maintaining website, ad layout,
volunteer management, organize
special events (Christmas Craft
Fair, New Years Party, Fall Fair BBQ)
Position begins May 2006. For info:
g-wcommunications@cablelan.net
or 250-629-3660. Send resume to
PIRAHA, 4418 Bedwell Harbour Rd.
Pender Island, BC, VON 2M1 by
Friday, April 7, 2006.

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

Boxed ads
starting at $28
250-629-3660

this ballot is ultimately the job of the DRO and is normally done
in agreement with the other election officials and the
scrutineers present.
A rejected ballot is always one that has been placed in the
ballot box and always goes though the candidate tally process at
the end of the voting day.
The voter confusion comes when the press report the rejected
ballots as spoiled ballots in those tight races.
This difference between the two is the first thing taught at
every good training session for election workers. The simple way
to remember is that if you make a mistake, you are allowed to
correct it—once. If you deliberately destroy your vote, put your
ballot in the box, that will be counted—as rejected because the
DRO cannot define your choice.
As an aside, it is against the Election Act for a ballot to be
removed from any polling station, so to attempt to protest by
accepting a ballot, then taking it out of the polling station may
result in charges being laid.
As to the remark about an election official marking a blank
ballot while it is being counted, the DRO or Supervisor are the only
persons allowed to touch any ballot after it is placed in the sealed
and initialed ballot box. The author of this remark is patently
unaware of the full election process and that all election officials
take an oath, and all ballot opening and counting is done by the
DRO in full view of the Polling Clerk, who is tallying, any other
election officials present, and one or two (as the law permits)
scrutineers supplied by and representing each of the candidates.
Anyone who does not trust the process should be involved by
volunteering the many hours to properly scrutineer for the
candidate of their choice. Scrutineers are to be commended for
taking the time to train properly and be a credit to the candidate
they are officially representing. This is called participatory
democracy.
Mary Cooper, Mayne Island 0

LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

STANDING SEAM METAL ROOFING
F O R WATER C OLLECTION S YSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157

CELL 250-361-5028

FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 21 Years

Islands Trust opens 2006 community
stewardship award nominations
If you know of a person, business or group that
deserves recognition for helping make your
Island or community better, you can now
nominate them for a 2006 Islands Trust
Community Stewardship Award.
This is the fifth year of the annual program,
which is open to any individual, school or
classroom, community group, nonprofit
organization or business that has
demonstrated efforts to enhance a community
in the Trust Area, consistent with the Island’s
Trust mandate.
Last year there were 17 nominees for the
awards. Previous submissions have included
conservation initiatives, economic renewal,
community improvement, popular education
through media, and individuals involved in

conservation.
‘The program is about more than the
environment—it’s about community life,’
explains Kim Benson, Islands Trust Chair. If
someone or an organization has contributed to
improving the community, culture or economic
sustainability of an Island we want to know
about them.
Nomination forms and more details are
available on the Stewardship Awards page of the
Islands Trust website at www.islandstrust.bc.ca
or from Islands Trust offices. April 28 is the
deadline for nominations.
Four awards will be given in 2006—two for
individuals and two for organizations. Winners
will be announced and presented with their
awards in the fall. 0

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643

Invest Ethically
Caring where your money is invested
can go hand in hand with good returns.
Learn more at: www.pinchgroup.ca

(250) 405-2468
(877) 405-2400

"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Pender Island: Oceanfront with sweeping
panoramic
oceanview,
S/SW/W
exposures, 3 bed modern home, in great
area, on community water. Superb!
$995,000

Salt Spring Island: Lovely 3 bed home,
large covered deck, sep. studio, arable
land, fenced vegetable garden, all day sun,
on community water. Close to Ganges.
$399,000

Salt Spring Island: Small acreage, arable
land, 2 bed home, wood floors, country
kitchen, full size attic, many character
features, S/SW/W exposures, orchard,
organic garden, pasture. A joy! $459,000

Salt Spring Island: Ganges Harbour
oceanview, 3 bed - all with ensuites, country
kitchen, wood floors, built in 2002, walk to
town. B&B potential. Great island choice!
$658,500
Other Listings:

Salt Spring Island: Character home, red &
yellow cedar panelling, hardwood floors,
4 bed / 3 bath, terrific kitchen (reno. 2004),
10+ acres, subdivision potential, fenced
garden, orchard. Many unique
features! Beautiful! $1,530,000

Li Read
RE/MAX Salt Spring
Each office independently
owned and operated.

• Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, 4.70 acres, all
day sun, drilled well, super views! $568,000
• Mayne Island: 0.29 acres, motivated seller,
excellent investment. $99,800
• Salt Spring Island: 10+ acres, Fulford Valley,
lovely land, mountain views. $559,000
• Wise Island: Sunny lot, access to water system,
close to Galiano’s Montague Harbour. $310,000
• Salt Spring Island: Oceanview cottage, about 20
acres, arable land, at south end. $980,000
• Valdes Island: Oceanfront, 2.69 leasehold acres,
views of Georgia Strait. $69,800
• Wise Island: Low bank oceanfront, small beach
in small cove on protected side of island. $175,000
• Salt Spring Island: 5 bed / 3 bath home, new
roof, privacy, on community water. $539,000

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131
Fax: 250-537-4287
Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"
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Parks Canada News
Greenburn Lake House
Removal

Parks Canada is removing the 1970s-era house
on its Greenburn Lake property on South
Pender Island during late March and early
April. This will take about 5 weeks to complete,
including preliminary site rehabilitation.
The house is not being
destroyed but rather is being
dismantled piece by piece by the
contractor for re-use elsewhere,
outside of the park.
Visitors can still visit the lake,
but for their own safety, they
should avoid areas where active
work is taking place. During this
time, the contractor will be
accessing the site by vehicle, so
visitors will also need to be alert
for vehicles when walking along
the old access road.

Broom Removal
Success Story

In 2005, to protect and restore the Garry Oak
ecosystem to its natural state, Parks Canada and
the Garry Oak ‘Species at Risk’ team have
conducted multiple non-native plant removal
projects. Efforts focused primarily on the

removal of Scotch broom, Himalayan blackberry
and Carpet burweed.
These non-native species were removed
from areas of Anniversary, D’Arcy, Mayne,
Portland, Prevost, Saturna and South Pender
Islands. In total, 48 volunteers dedicated 153
hours to removing 3,323 cubic metres of nonnative plant biomass.

In 2006/2007, Parks Canada will be
conducting more non-native plant removal
projects. Efforts will be focused on thwarting
the regeneration of these non-native plants at
the locations where removal efforts took place
in 2005. If you are interested in becoming
involved, please contact Parks Canada at (250)
654-4000. 0

New food bank opens on Salt Spring
The grand opening for Salt Spring’s new food
bank was held on March 2, 2006. The Salt
Spring Freemasons raised the funds to erect the
building and the opening ceremony was
performed by BC and Yukon’s Grand Master of
Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons, Robert
McSween, together with the officers of Admiral
Lodge #170 of Salt Spring .
On March 14, the 864square-foot building opened
for operation. Constructed
on Salt Spring Island
Community Services Society
property, this new building
will provide the food bank
with adequate space to
accommodate food delivery,
storage,
packing
and
distribution, as well as a
washroom for the volunteers.
Salt
Spring
Island
Community Services Society has been in
operation since 1975 and delivers a wide range
of social programs and services. The food bank
and the majority of these programs operated
from the Community Center building,
constructed
LAND ACT:
in 1914 as the
NOTICE OF INTENTION
Lady Minto
TO APPLY FOR A
Hospital.
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Manfred
Otto Breuers of Salt Spring
Island, BC intends to make
application to Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
10-year lease for ResidentialPrivate Moorage situated on

Provincial Crown land located
in the vicinity of Captain Pass,
Salt Spring Island, BC.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is 1412783. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Senior Land Officer at
Street,
501-345
Wallace
Nanaimo, BC, V9R 5B6.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until April 9, 2006. ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at
www.lwbc.bc.ca under Current
Land Applications for more
information.
Be advised that any
responses to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
regional office of the Integrated
Land Management Bureau.

The food bank opened in the early 1980s
and was located in the basement of the
Community Services building. The 250square-foot space was shared with other highuse programs. Consequently the food bank was
only available for operation one day per week,
Tuesdays from 11am to 3pm. With 20 to 25
PHOTO: K. MACKENZIE

individuals and families using the service on
that day, the space was congested and
inadequate. The Freemasons anticipate that
the new building will allow significantly
increased hours of operation.
The food bank is operated by volunteers and
is entirely supported by donations of food and
money from the community; no government
funding is received. 0

Accommodation

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands

SOUND PASSAGE ADVENTURES INC.
Pender Island, BC

250-629-3920 or
1-877-629-3930
Toll-free in North America

www.soundpassageadventures.com

Whale Watching / Eco-Tours, Winery Tours • Scuba Diving
Charters, Lessons & Rentals • Power & Sailing Charters &
Lessons • Fishing Charters • Kayak & Paddle Boat Rentals •
Corporate Retreats • Water Transportation / Island Hopping

SERVING SIDNEY AND SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria

Close to UVic, hospital & the
ocean. Organic breakfasts,
private bathrooms. $40-$60

250-598-7015

OPEN FOR SPRING?
L e t Vis it o r s K n ow

2 50-629 -366 0

Escape to Metchosin

CAPTAIN
PASSAGE
AREA OF
APPLICATION
LOT 1
LOT 2
LOT 3

SALT SPRING ISLAND

LOT 4

www.cougarscrag.com 1-888-808-2724
pet-friendly

