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Parenting season has begun. Eagle Dad joins Mom and chick in the nest. (See also eagle nesting story, page 10.)

BC Rail: the great disappearing act
Patrick Brown
BC Supreme Court Justice Anne MacKenzie has ordered that all the evidence
disclosed by the Crown to the Defence in the BC Rail case be destroyed or
returned to the RCMP for destruction. In the same week, former Premier
Gordon Campbell resigned as a member of the provincial legislature, and
longtime RCMP Commissioner Gary Bass retired.
Very little of the evidence has been released to the public. The trial, which
had the potential to reveal the entire story of how BC Rail was sold to CN for
a purported $1 billion, was cut short when Dave Basi and Bobby Virk, two
ministerial assistants, pleaded guilty to charges that they provided
confidential evidence to one of the bidders; they received a payment of some
$6 million, purportedly (there’s that word again) to cover their legal bills.
The trial was stopped just before former cabinet ministers were to testify.
The evidence to be destroyed, which was provided to the Defence only after
many years of delay and obfuscation by the government, would have been
the basis for cross-examination of government officials.
The $1 billion purported BC Rail price include CN’s purchase of purported
corporate income tax deductions said to be generated by BC Rail in its years
as a Crown corporation. Neither CN nor Revenue Canada has revealed
whether in fact they have been claimed. If they have been, the net cost of BC
Rail to CN would have been significantly reduced.
The accumulated evidence might have been used in any public enquiry
into the BC Rail sale; but incoming Premier Christy Clark has ruled out any
such enquiry. The public will never know, only suspect.
Destruction of the evidence by the RCMP will also close the book on
questions raised about the role of the RCMP in the investigation of the BC
Rail sale—the original ‘legislature raids’. The retirement of Gary Bass will
close an uncomfortable chapter in BC’s RCMP history.
And the resignation of Gordon Campbell, MLA, will end four-and-a-half
months of tidying up since he first announced his intention to resign as
premier in last November.. 0
is available at these

A Strange Business Case ~ Patrick Brown

BCHydro justifies smart meters—mainly grow-ops!
More than half the BC government’s business case
for wireless electricity meters depends on ‘theft
detection.’ It justifies the meters by the recovery of
over $700 million of electricity stolen annually
from the electricty grid, thought to be mainly for
marijuana grow-ops.
There is no actual documentation which
justifies the $700 million estimate of savings from
detecting electricity theft. BCHydro estimates how
much electricity is lost to grow-ops and other illegal
power consumers, but it remains to be seen
whether this estimate is trustworthy enough to
justify a major part of the price tag. (Not to
mention, smart metering will likely destroy this
underground economy, unless the crop is
legalized, and so the lost revenue will not still not
flow into BCHydro’s coffers.)

No Oversight by BCUC
The billion-dollar smart meter installation,
scheduled to start on the Gulf Islands early this
summer, and then spread throughout the
province, is a part of the government’s energy
program. So committed to the program were the
BC Liberals, that legislation was passed to exempt
any examination by BC Utilities Commission of the
feasibility, technology, and benefits of the smart
meter program.

Other Benefits
There are, of course, other benefits to the
installation of 1.9 million smart meters throughout
the province. One is the obvious one—meter
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readers are no longer needed—though how these
jobs will be replaced is not clear and most of those
cost saving will also removed from BC’s working
economy. Services can be also turned off and on
remotely, no longer requiring a visit to the
customer’s premises. (Don’t be late with your
payment.)
The Present Value of these savings is estimated
at about $330 million. (Present Value, or PV, takes
into account the time when future benefits are
expected to occur—the longer it takes to realize
them the less they are worth.)
Power outages can also be detected by smart
meters and BCHydro’s monitoring system;
nowadays, quite often BCHydro doesn’t know the
power is out until the customer calls—as is well
known to Gulf Island users. And when Hydro
crews fix the problem, often working in the dark
and awful weather, they will no longer have to
drive up and down the road to see if everyone has
their lights on. But these are not big savings in the
overall scheme of things.
From the system point of view, regular hour-byhour reporting of electricity usage will enable
BCHydro to optimize the distribution of electricity
and plan ‘for generations’. This should enable the
company to avoid voltage insufficiencies, such as
occurred on the Gulf Islands this past winter. This
is expected to result in savings worth $200 million
or more in PV terms. (Will these savings be
directed to creating a new green energy economy?)
SMART METERS, please turn to page 15

locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—Across from the Hospital

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd, CO-OP

Campbell River—Island Highway near Larwood Rd
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Restaurant Reviw by Kevin Vowles

Coffee at The Klatsch

T

AT POINT ATKINSON
MARCH/APRIL

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

23
WE

0137
0707
1415
2125

9.2
14.8
2.3
14.4

2.8
4.5
0.7
4.4

31
TH

0350
1009
1550
2153

13.8
7.5
12.1
6.6

4.2
2.3
3.7
2.0

24
TH

0235
0746
1505
2237

10.2
14.1
2.6
14.1

3.1
4.3
0.8
4.3

1
FR

0415
1038
1638
2232

13.8
6.9
12.8
6.9

4.2
2.1
3.9
2.1

25
FR

0346
0829
1601
2349

10.8
13.5
3.3
14.1

3.3
4.1
1.0
4.3

2

0438
1107
1722
2308

13.8
5.9
13.1
7.5

4.2
1.8
4.0
2.3

26
SA

0517
0923
1702

11.2
12.5
3.9

3.4
3.8
1.2

SU

3

0459
1135
1803
2342

13.8
5.2
13.5
8.2

4.2
1.6
4.1
2.5

27
SU

0058
0655
1039
1809

14.1
10.8
11.8
4.6

4.3
3.3
3.6
1.4

4
MO

0520
1204
1845

13.5
4.6
13.8

4.1
1.4
4.2

28
MO

0158
0811
1217
1917

14.1
10.2
11.2
5.2

4.3
3.1
3.4
1.6

5
TU

0015
0542
1234
1928

8.9
13.5
3.9
13.8

2.7
4.1
1.2
4.2

29
TU

0245
0901
1346
2018

14.1
9.2
11.5
5.6

4.3
2.8
3.5
1.7

6
WE

0049
0605
1306
2013

9.5
13.5
3.6
13.8

2.9
4.1
1.1
4.2

30
WE

0321
0938
1455
2109

14.1
8.5
11.8
5.9

4.3
2.6
3.6
1.8

7

0127
0629
1340
2102

10.2
13.1
3.6
13.8

3.1
4.0
1.1
4.2

SA

TH

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

AT FULFORD HARBOUR
MARCH/APRIIL

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

23
WE

0054
0624
1338
2126

7.5
10.8
1.6
10.2

2.3
3.3
0.5
3.1

24
TH

0156
0659
1430
2242

8.5
10.5
1.6
10.5

2.6
3.2
0.5
3.2

FR

25
FR

0317
0737
1526
2355

8.9
9.8
2.3
10.5

2.7
3.0
0.7
3.2

SA

26
SA

0506
0822
1627

8.9
9.2
2.6

2.7
2.8
0.8

27
SU

0059
0655
0926
1733

10.5
8.5
8.9
3.3

28
MO

0152
0803
1103
1837

29
TU
30
WE

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

31
TH

0333
0943
1521
2108

9.8
5.9
8.5
4.9

3.0
1.8
2.6
1.5

1

0354
1008
1617
2148

9.8
5.2
8.9
5.6

3.0
1.6
2.7
1.7

2

0412
1032
1706
2227

9.8
4.6
9.2
5.9

3.0
1.4
2.8
1.8

3

0429
1058
1753
2304

9.8
3.9
9.5
6.6

3.0
1.2
2.9
2.0

3.2
2.6
2.7
1.0

4
MO

0446
1125
1839
2341

9.8
3.6
9.5
7.2

3.0
1.1
2.9
2.2

10.5
7.9
8.2
3.6

3.2
2.4
2.5
1.1

5
TU

0504
1154
1927

9.8
3.0
9.8

3.0
0.9
3.0

0234
0845
1248
1935

10.2
7.2
8.2
3.9

3.1
2.2
2.5
1.2

6
WE

0020
0522
1226
2018

7.9
9.5
2.6
9.8

2.4
2.9
0.8
3.0

0307
0916
1413
2025

10.2
6.6
8.2
4.6

3.1
2.0
2.5
1.4

7

0102
0541
1302
2113

8.2
9.5
2.3
10.2

2.5
2.9
0.7
3.1

SU

TH

he Kaffee Klatsch Bistro is soon evident when you Van Sanvord, Bentley LeBaron,
drive onto the island and head up Denman Road Leslie Dunsmuir—Bev Severn,
from the ferry, passed apple orchards and small whose mugs house the daily
shops. It’s on the left, attached to the hostel. There’s a lovely coffee—have all found a place in
wooden sign next to the road and picnic tables dot the lawn. The Klatsch.
On a sunny day, the view of the Beaufort Mountains is next
So how come we’ve got such a
to heavenly.
gem in our own backyard? Many
The Klatsch is home to local fare, locals with flair, some a good operation starts with a Photos: Renée Baron
of the best coffee I’ve ever had the joy of slugging, and a staff sturdy woman running the show. Hailing from Montreal
that makes you feel at home from day one.
where she ran a cafe, Jenny has gone as far east as Ireland,
The organic Oso Negro coffee comes from Nelson, one where she launched a start-up cafe in the land of bars and
of the only things on the menu that is not strictly local. This Guinness beer. From there, Jenny went on to Whitehorse,
is truly high-grade espresso worth selling your soul for! The where she again tasted success with another cafe. Finally
espresso tastes perfectly roasted, is low in acidity, and feels landing on Denman Island in 2008, Jenny got a foothold
heavy on the palette. There is no doubt in my mind that this and began revamping the Kaffee Klatsch from the ground
espresso is properly extracted, with a perfect blend of up.
sweetness and bitterness.
After doing the interior, Jenny honed in on the food and
Today is a typical February day, unique only in that the hired Daniel. Like the blueberry-glazed salmon he serves
sun is shining a little harder than we’re all used to, and the with a twinkle in his eye and a spring in his step, chef Daniel
coffee seems to bursting with an extra-ordinary flavour.
was a catch. Poached from the Great Escape Indian
Carissa stands at the front counter making one-of-a-kind Restaurant in Cumberland, where he used to grace his
espressos. There is no drip coffee here, and this is one of the nightly audience in colourful regalia, he is a sous-chef,
first things most people notice. What you get here is entertainer, waiter, caterer, gentleman and comedian to
European-style Americano. From Rome to Saigon to boot.
Montreal, it’s a cut above the rest.
Having been given the creative freedom to set the course,
When you walk into The Klatsch, there are numerous Daniel has garnered himself a significant following on the
things to catch your eye. The wood decor is high on my list, island with exquisite Friday evening dinners. Daniel has
especially on a sunny day, remarkable and stylish arbutus also shown me that vegetarian fare can be exciting and
and cherry wood, west-coast style, by
fulfilling. A week into my second attempt at
long-time residents Matt and Paul
vegetarianism (the first was unsuccessful
Scanlon. The new espresso counterbecause I was frequently hungry), I was
top is by owner-operator Jenny
graced with a meal comprised of beautiful
Meyer’s brother-in-law; his foray
legumes, rice wrapped in green Middle
into carpentry at The Klatsch spurred
Eastern grass, feta cheese, a risotto, lovely
him to become a professional cabinet
olives, hummus and flat bread. I circled the
maker. Beams made from locally
plate four times, each time enjoying myself
milled wood really are the perfect
more and more.
overhang for perfect food, made with Jenny & Daniel at The Klatsch
On another occasion I dove head first into
care and thought. That’s the essence
gorgeous grilled veggies coupled with
of the Klatsch: thoughtfulness.
polenta cakes. I’ve never been a fan of eggplant, probably
It is the concentration on local fare which makes the because as a stand-alone it is not exactly mouth-watering.
bistro shine. It not only defines the 100-mile diet, but However drizzled with the right balsamic sauce, Daniel
exceeds it, becoming in effect a ten-mile diet: whether it’s suddenly made it not only palatable, but enjoyable. Polenta
vegetables from Piercey’s family farm down the road, is also not something I’ve spent a lot of time enjoying either,
Halibut off the docks in Comox, prawns from Royston, but next to some delicious homemade hummus, it topped
desserts made in-house, or Magda’s hearty bread.
off a near perfect vegetarian plate.
Chef Daniel Arseneault will turn whatever is delivered to
The lesson of the two evenings spent enjoying vegetarian
the doorstep, from a neighbour’s garden or from local fare at The Klatsch can be summed up in two words:
growers and producers, into a creative masterpiece. broadened horizons. Timid vegetarian I would be no more.
Whether you are vegetarian, vegan, a carnivore, or unable Coffee-goer only at The Klatsch, I would be no more!
to process gluten, the bistro will make sure you leave with a
No discussion about The Klatsch would be complete
smile on your face.
without touching upon desserts. What’s nice about the
How do they do this—beyond serving up delicious and desserts is that not only are they made from pretty natural
mouth watering fare? With a smile on their faces. ingredients, which translates into being better for you, but
Personalized, friendly island service is on the menu each the portion sizes are reasonable and the taste is, without fail,
and every day in The Klatsch. It’s all about people to-die-for. The Polish Mountain cake is a lovely combination
supporting people. Locally driven, symbiotic, relationship- of custard, pastry and a dab of whip cream. If you’re into
forming economies are flourishing all over the Comox trying something different and truly unique though, there
Valley, and it is a joy to see them in action each and every is nothing that will blow your hair back more than the
day, right here on Denman.
Cayenne Brownie. The perfect blend of spice and sweetness,
The Klatsch is an informal job shop, where young gaffers it takes sweet and savoury to a whole other level, implanting
can come looking for work at the crack of dawn. It’s a place new ideas about what constitutes ‘dessert’.
where a procrastinating writer can find the groove to get
In the age of counting pennies—along with our carbon
projects done.
footprints in the sands of time—many people strive to be
And if you’re an artist who’s handy with a paintbrush, or more socially conscious consumers in an effort to somehow
camera, it’s a place to not only take a break and get some stave off the global extinction of humans. That can be hard
inspiration, but to showcase your latest accomplishments. work. Fortunately the Klatsch’s staff have made it less
Each month there is a different artist on the beautiful walls difficult and burdensome on our overtaxed psyches, brains,
of The Klatsch, where their creativity will be on display, and pocket books.
often sold even before a coffee is savoured.
With numerous Friday night mains under twenty dollars
They say falling in love only takes a minute—whether it’s and vegetarian dishes under fifteen, the Klatsch will allow
art, coffee or food, the Kaffee Klatsch Bistro proves it. The you to dine in joy and peace without draining your coffers.
layer of brown crema at the top of the beautiful hand-crafted
Apart from the coffee, you can tell a very special
mug caught me at the ‘hello’.
relationship’s been brewing between all of the Klatsch’s staff
Locally based artists Connie Treen, Annie Siegel, Mike for, well, longer than I’ve been on Denman. 0

A Truly Island Home

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
Tide Table Courtesy of

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker
250-537-9710
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Gabriolaʼs Silva Bay in the rain—wonʼt be long before marinas are buzzing with activity.

Japan’s Nuclear Nightmare And Lessons For Canada
Elizabeth May

I

t is hard to imagine a worse disaster than the
Magnitude 9 earthquake and the powerful tsunami that
struck northeastern Japan on Friday, March 11. The
devastation of whole cities, the deaths of thousands of
people and the struggle to survive without basic services in
a landscape forever changed were beyond comprehension.
All thoughts and prayers turned to friends and relatives in
Japan and to the scale and scope of the suffering and loss.
And then it got worse.
As I write this, every hourly newscast brings word that
the situation at the Fukushima reactor site is still critical.
The early reassurances that all radiation was contained, that
the back-up systems had back-up systems, were more
wishful thinking than real.
I have long been involved in efforts to oppose nuclear
power. When Point Lepreau was proposed for New
Brunswick in the late 1970s, I joined the efforts to stop it. It
was being built on an earthquake fault on the Bay of Fundy.
Then Three Mile Island happened, and I became quite
immersed in understanding how reactors work and where
there inherent dangers lie. Chernobyl came later and once
again, the dangers of nuclear energy were the focus of
attention. Since 1978, no new nuclear reactor had been
ordered or built in North America.
But now, the nuclear industry has launched its last gasp
sales pitch. And some, President Obama, Premiers
McGuinty, Wall, Graham (former NB premier) and

Stelmach were ready to consider, or actually order, reactors.
Humanity has a powerful ability to forget, and thus
history repeats itself. It turns out now that significant
warnings had been made over the design of the type of lightwater reactors at Fukushima, but found elsewhere as well.
The reactors are a General Electric design (Mark 1). In 1986,
the head of the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission warned
that ‘you’ll find something like a 90% probability of that
containment failing.’ There were warnings to improve
earthquake preparedness. Some steps, but not enough,
were taken.
As Linda Keen, former President of the Canadian
Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) who also chaired a
global safety review of reactors, noted in the Globe and Mail
last week, nuclear engineers are incredible ‘optimists.’ She
has observed a tendency among nuclear engineers, not only
in Canada, but globally, to underestimate risks,
overestimate their capacity to finish work on time, and to
fiercely believe in the best possible outcome. These are
dangerous traits indeed for an expert group responsible for
an inherently dangerous technology. That is how warnings
are ignored and how the repeated mantra of ‘back-up
systems to the back-up systems’ lulls us back to
complacency.
So we built Point Lepreau on an earthquake fault.
Gentilly 1 in Quebec is also in an earthquake zone, as is
Chalk River.

The reason that Saanich–Gulf Islands current MP Gary
Lunn, former Minister of Natural Resources, fired Linda
Keen was that the CNSC insisted that AECL (Atomic Energy
of Canada Ltd) comply with its license requirements to
install a back-up power system for the NRU-Chalk River
reactor. The back-up system was to ensure power supply in
the event of an earthquake. Keen’s dismissal was shocking,
but so too was our Prime Minster pronouncing in the
House, ‘There will be no nuclear accident.’
Now he is pronouncing that there will be no radiation
from the Fukushima accident reaching Canada. I have
never hoped so fervently that Stephen Harper will be proven
right, but his statement has the reliability of a roll of the dice.
Nuclear radiation has a history of reaching areas far
distant from the source. While it is true that most of the
radiation will precipitate out of the air near the scene of the
accident, Iodine 131 and Strontium 90 have relatively longer
half-lives (8 days and 19+ years) and are able to travel long
distances. Remember that a dairy in Oregon had to discard
milk due to radiation from Chernobyl. An eight day halflife, means that Iodine 131 remains a danger for 120 days.
(But after 8 days, it’s radioactivity is half as powerful, and
so on. A ‘half-life’ is an expression of the rate of decay.)
In Fukushima, the US nuclear regulator has pronounced
that fuel rods are exposed in the core of several reactors, and
likely in four out of six. The spent fuel, industry language
NUCLEAR, please turn to page 15
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The proposed Raven coal mine, above Fanny Bay and
Baynes Sound, plans to ship its coal in trucks to Port Alberni
and from there in ships to Asia. The road to Port Alberni is
narrow and winding and runs through Cathedral Grove
Provincial Park, a popular visitor attraction.
So in addition to the environmental hazards of the mine
itself, there are transportation hazards from a steady stream
of long and heavy ‘B-train’ double semi-trailers making free
use of a highway totally unsuited, in both configuration and
construction, to such traffic.
The alternative suggestion, that the coal be shipped to
Port Alberni over a disused and decaying branch of the E&N
Railway, has attracted attention precisely because the road
route is such an awful choice. Supporters of the rail route
argue that necessary upgrades to the railway will make new
passenger services possible—a benefit of the coal mine!
This is a complete red herring. It is a delusion to expect
that the coal company would pay for a railway upgrade; a

FLOATATION
DOCKKITS
FRAMEHDW.
LADDERS
BUMPERS
CLEATS
GALV.STEEL
FRAMES
DECKING&
MORE

Coalmine A Step Backwards
Dear Editor:
Compliance Energy Corp has applied to mine coal in the
Fanny Bay area of Baynes Sound.
There couldn’t be a more treasured place in all of British
Columbia. It shocks me that a coalmine could even be
considered.
1. Baynes Sound is so suitable for the cultivation of
shellfish that 50% of British Columbia’s shellfish production
occurs right here. Fanny Bay oysters are known around the
world. Clams, scallops and mussels are also produced in
ever growing number—all creating 600 fulltime jobs.
2. Baynes Sound is also the largest herring spawning
area in British Columbia, producing yet more jobs (see also
photo, page 8). Of greater importance is the role of herring
as the basic food for salmon, rockfish, lingcod and
everything you can imagine. Even whales and eagles benefit
at the top of the food chain. In 1994, the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans produced a document stating, ‘Pacific
Herring spawn in coastal areas, requiring abundant algal
beds and uncontaminated waters. A growing concern is the
threat by coastal development to the spawning habitat.’
3. About 10 years ago, birding experts were setting aside
protected areas critical to the survival of birds—Important
Bird Areas. The Fraser River estuary was selected as the
most important bird area in BC. The Baynes Sound area was
the second most important area. There are about 160
different bird species in this area, some on the endangered
list.
So here we are, with the most important shellfish area,
the most important herring spawning area and the second
most important bird area—a triple blessing of nature—and
the Liberal Government of British Columbia is considering
the development of a coalmine!
Doug Carrick, Hornby Island
Dear Editor:
We need to hear from the Government of Canada—oops,
‘Harper’ Government—as to what precautions Canadians
now need to take in order to protect themselves from
nuclear fallout from the earthquake and tsunami-battered
Japanese reactors.
How many kilos of baking soda do we need to saturate
into our baths to protect ourselves? What’s a good recipe for
iodine cocktails? How much potassium iodide do we need
to add to our diets, and will the Harper Government be
supplying us with that?
Will the Harper government be plotting a map of the
fallout cloud, so we can know when to pack umbrellas, cover
our vegetable patches, or what parts of the country will be
uninhabitable.
And what steps is the Harper government now taking to
shore up Canada’s rickety nukes to make sure they can
withstand Magnitude 9 earthquakes and tsunamis?
And further, what responsibility does Canada bear for all
those CANDU’s spread all around the world, many of which
are built beachside or near tectonic fault-lines?
We need to hear from the Government of Ca—oops—the
‘Harper’ Government.
Ingmar Lee, Salt Spring Island

Natural Health Products
FOAM-FILLED FLOATATION
MOLDED & CUSTOM
DOCK&DECKBOXES

WholesaleDistributorstoContractors&DIY’sforover40years

DEALEROPPORTUNITIESAVAILABLE

further delusion to expect that passenger trains would run
on an upgraded line.
As a ‘benefit’ of the Raven coal mine it fails every test.
This sort of nonsense would not occur if the provincial
government did a proper economic development and
transportation planning job rather than considering each
economic and transportation proposal individually, out of
context.
For years, the BCLiberal government’s actions indicate
that it believes its job is not to plan or integrate, rather to
approve each project put forward by the private sector
without considering any cumulative impact, or its possible
integration with provincial infrastructure.
In short, the Raven mine has plenty of environmental
disadvantages; using it to justify a railway does not improve
the proposition; and the total lack of provincial planning
merely makes its effect worse. 0

Readers’ Letters

Radio Active

7178 W. Saanich Rd









Editorial: Red Herring Railway

An excerpt from a letter sent to the Prime Minister.
Dear Prime Minister Harper:
Nowadays, the Mister of Finance is trying to bring the
budget back into balance, in spite of huge tax-breaks to
wealthy corporations (and therefore the people who invest
in them). By way of balancing, the government is having to
cut back on services to the Canadian people and finding

ways to increase their taxes, surreptitiously.
At such a time, you have the Minister of Health attacking
Natural Health Products and wasting huge amounts of
money on creating and maintaining a force of people
policing those who have the nerve to defy your nonsensical
rules. These rules demand numbers be attached to anything
which makes a claim to be good for a human body, often
based on thousands of years of historical practices.
Most people who use natural health products do so in
order to keep from getting sick by boosting their immune
systems and their skeletal systems, to mention but two aims.
Those who are not sick, and have healthy bones, are not
a financial or physical burden on the Healthcare system.
Whilst of course, those who rely on manufactured drugs and
vaccinations are increasingly relying on that Healthcare
system to keep them alive, despite constantly getting sicker.
May I suggest that you urge the Minister of Health to
cease and desist in her attempts to make Canadians sicker
and instead to support those who wish to pay for the
maintenance of their own health and not be a burden on the
Canadian taxpayers.
There has been no proof offered that any NHP is
dangerous, has side-effects, or has caused a death and yet
they are under attack. It is illogical and therefore should
stop.
As a Canadian who has used NHP for 20+ years who
does not get sick, I do not approve of you and your Minister
of Health removing my choices to maintain that health.
Jeremy Arney, Victoria

Seeing Stars

Dear Editor:
I would venture to say that most of us moved to Mayne
Island in order to enjoy a lifestyle of peace and quiet. As the
places we came from grew so did the ill-intentioned idea of
lighting up the night. We only have to look at the glow in the
night sky to the east, to know the damaging effect of night
lighting. For example, it has become the fashion to construct
greenhouses on farmland, and light them up from within,
all night. As you drive from Tsawwassen along Highway 17
you see evidence of this egregious blight.
Night lighting is counterproductive. Security lighting that
floods property all night is a beacon to the thief or the
vandal. The property owner is showcasing the location of
things to steal or vandalize. Analyses of police reports have
indicated a correlation between night lighting and crime
rates. The greenhouse lit up at night weakens plants
attempting to fulfill their natural day/night cycles. The
grower produces an inferior product, and the consumer is
stuck with a poorly performing plant.
Billions of dollars are wasted each year in night lighting.
Neurologists warn that the human brain needs darkness.
Exposure to light at night upsets human diurnal cycles,
produces fatigue, strains the immune system. Night lighting
causes confusion in nocturnal animals. What about our
heritage? Does light pollution equal celestial vandalism?
These are the adverse effects of light pollution we must
take in hand: air and water pollution caused by energy
wastage; harm to human health, harm to nocturnal wildlife
and ecosystems; reduced safety and security (see 3 below);
reduced visibility (see 4 below); and poor nighttime
ambience.
Light pollution is a real problem and it is getting worse.
However, there are solutions, and they work. They improve
the quality and effectiveness of our nighttime lighting, and
they help us save a great deal of energy and money. Lack of
awareness and apathy are the main obstacles.
We must: raise awareness about adverse effects of and
solutions to light pollution; learn the values of
LETTERS, continued on next page
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Islands Trust budgets for only 1% tax increase
On March 9, the Islands Trust Council
approved a new annual budget for 2011-12 of
$6.85 million, which results in a 1% property
tax increase over the previous year. Island
property owners will pay 64¢ more per
$100,000 of assessed property value, or
$2.87 more on a property assessed at
$450,000. Islands Trust taxes account for
approximately 10-20% of total property
taxes, depending upon other jurisdictions
listed on the tax bill, such as Regional
Districts, fire departments, local water
systems, etc.
The budget covers the costs of
maintaining current levels of service, as well
as increasing trustee remuneration next
term. Trustees debated the funding
challenges associated with the core work of
the Islands Trust for several hours, balancing
recent public input about the current
economic situation with the ongoing requests
the public makes for additional services and
programs. The original proposed increase of
4.4% was cut to 2.2% in mid-February by the
Trust’s Financial Planning Committee, then
further cut to 1% after a review of projected
results for the 2010-11 fiscal year.

Trustee Honoraria Debated
‘We heard from an unprecedented number
of constituents on both sides of the trustee
remuneration topic, both in writing and
informally in our communities,’ said Sheila
Malcolmson, Chair of the Islands Trust
Council. ‘Trustees and constituents agree it’s
important for trustees to come from many
walks of life. Trust Council had a good debate
about the trustee remuneration package, and
in the end approved it at a reduced level.’ The
new rates, which depend on the workload,

population, and number of properties under
each Local Trust Committee, will not be
effective until after the local government
elections in November.
To provide flexibility in the future, Trust
Council will be required to approve a bylaw
each year to confirm trustee remuneration.

Program Highlights
The budget also responds to ongoing
requests the Islands Trust receives from
island communities to:
• improve the accessibility of public
information, including improving the Islands
Trust website and the accuracy and
availability of Islands Trust digital mapping;
• proactively plan communities through
review of Official Community Plans and Land
Use Bylaws; and
• continue building relationships with
First Nations groups that have interests in the
Islands Trust Area.
The budget also supports several
programs that are important to individual
island communities such as: affordable
housing, climate change mitigation, and
conservation on Salt Spring Island with
enhanced levels of community engagement;
finalizing a farm plan for Denman Island;
mapping sensitive ecosystems in the
northern region; protecting fish habitat with
Riparian Area Regulations; providing
information and supporting community
discussions about groundwater on Galiano
and Saturna Islands; and expanding the
Natural Area Protection Tax Exemption
Program (NAPTEP) program to Bowen
Island (subject to approval of the Bowen
Island Municipal Council and Metro
Vancouver Regional District). 0

LETTERS from previous page

environmentally responsible outdoor lighting; and promote
responsible legislation, public policy, and standards.
There are a few simple steps we can all take immediately:
1. fully shield outdoor lighting so that no light is emitted
above the 90º angle;
2. use timers and dimmers to insure that light is on only
when needed;
3. install lighting to insure that glare is minimized;
4. use the right amount of light for the task. ‘More light’
is not good design. The eye can see very well at what seems
to be quite low lighting levels. In addition, going from overlit areas to darker areas means that we don’t see well
(transient adaptation), and the opposite holds as well.
5. use energy efficient light sources—light sources vary
greatly in their efficiency.
The stars and the universe need your support. Please do
your part to help preserve mankind’s view of the beauty of
the night sky! The International Dark Sky Association is a
worldwide network to ensure we do not lose our heritage,
and our right to dark skies, through the misuse of night
lighting. Visit the website at www.darksky.org to learn how
you can observe good-neighbour lighting practices so that
all can see the stars.
Pamela Rice, Mayne Island 0

Fri, Mar 25 & Sat, Apr 2

Thursday, March 31POSTPONE

D TO
JUNSeries
Richard Margison in Concert—Gulf Island Concert
E2
(Pender Island) • ON PENDER ISLAND

islandtides@islandtides.com • 250-629-3660

Eileen Gunning and Patrick Brown, after sixteen years together,
were finally married in North Vancouver on Thursday, March 10.
‘About time,’ said their families and friends. Congratulations from
all at Island Tides.

BC teachers stand in solidarity with Wisconsin
protesters
BC Teachers’ Federation President Susan Lambert and First
Vice-President Jim Iker travelled to Madison, Wisconsin,
at the beginning of March to show solidarity with teachers
and other public-sector workers whose collective bargaining
rights are under attack by Republican Governor Scott
Walker.
The BCTF leaders participated in a rally at the State
Capitol building and met with Mary Bell, president of the
Wisconsin Education Association, and Betsy Kippers, vicepresident. Kippers spoke at the 95th BCTF Annual General
Meeting to took place in Victoria, March 19 to 22.
‘They told us how our support and solidarity gave them
energy and hope,’ Lambert said. ‘At the rally there was a
very buoyant, positive feeling. Clearly people feel they are
building a movement that will be sustained until workers’
rights and public services are valued and strengthened.’
Lambert emphasized that the movement is important
not only for teachers and other public-sector workers in
Wisconsin, but throughout North America.
‘Madison has become a crucible for resistance, but the
deep inequity that sparked these protests exists in Canada
too,’ Lambert said. ‘The very elites who caused the global

‘What’s On?’
Pender Film Group Screenings— FRI, MAR 25: Temple
Grandin (2010)—biopic of an autistic woman, a top scientist
in the humane livestock handling industry; sponsered by the
P.I. Mental Health Initiative, 7pm, discussion afterwards; SAT,
APR 2: Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 1
(2010)—Harry races to destroy the Horcruxes, and uncovers
the three most powerful objects in the wizarding world •
Community Hall • 7:30pm unless otherwise noted • Admission
by donation • Info: www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER
ISLAND

GUNNING-BROWN

economic crisis still have obscene wealth, while the vast
majority of working- and middle-class people are being
pitted against one another in a fight for their rights and
decent wages. It’s unconscionable.’
In Wisconsin, the government is attacking not only
public-sector unions, but public education itself. ‘Public
education is fundamental to democracy because welleducated, well-informed citizens are capable of asserting
their rights and organizing for positive social change,’
Lambert said.
She characterized the assault on collective bargaining
rights as fundamentally anti-democratic. ‘Collective
bargaining is based on the tacit agreement that there is
dignity and value in work, and that all workers have the
right to be treated with respect.’
Concerned citizens on both sides of the border are
planning an international rally at the Peace Arch to be held
on Saturday, April 2, from noon–2pm. The BC Federation
of Labour is working with the Washington State Labour
Council and the Oregon AFL-CIO to organize this rally,
which will be the first in a week of solidarity events. 0

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT: $33.60, With image $39.20 (max 45 words) •
MULTI-VENUE: $44.80, With image $50.04 (70 words) • Credit card payment

Thurs, March 31 thru Sun, April 17
Lettice & Lovage—Echo Players
presents a play of enchantment and
delight • Wed-Sat: 7:30pm; Suns: 2pm •
Village Theatre, 110 W 2nd Avenue •
Tickets: adults $18, seniors $15, students
$10
250-752-3522
•
Info:
www.echoplayers.ca • IN QUALICUM
BEACH

Sunday, April 3
Centre for Child Honouring presents Joel Bakan—
author/co-creator of The Corporation; topic: ‘Childhood
Limited’—How Big Business Targets Children In The Age Of
Predatory Capitalism • ArtSpring Theatre, 100 Jackson Ave •
2pm
•
Tickets:
$25
250-537-2102
•
Info:
or
email
http://childhonouring.org/events.html
sabrina@childhonouring.org. • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, April 9
Rick Scott + Joe Mock = The Pied Pear—Saturna Arts &
Concert Society proudly presents this
duo ‘playing string music that never
fails to have people jumping all over
the dance floor in merriment and
high spirits’ • Community Hall •
Doors 7pm, concert 7:30pm •
Tickets: $25 at the door • ON
SATURNA ISLAND

Sat & Sun, April 16 & 17
Silva Bay Shipyard School Launch Festival—family
event, guest speakers, seminars, & demos, kids’ corner, boat
launch, party • Silva Bay Shipyard • All day • Info:
www.boatschool.com • ON GABRIOLA ISLAND
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Montague Harbour, Galiano Island. One of those typical breaks from the rain—wait an hour or two and the overcast rainy part of our lowseason weather will cycle in again. If you want to know why, take a Power & Sail Squadron weather course.

Saturna
Notes Priscilla Ewbank
es, we are going to have spring after all and grumpy Pacific Grace and the Pacific Swift nipped into Lyall

Y

gardeners are now smiling! The telltale spring opera
has arrived—frog choruses at night, bird solos in the
morning. Bats are flitting. Daffodils, and crocuses are
blooming; before the snowdrops are gone. There is plum
blossom everywhere.
I have decided I want a bigger spring chorus in my
garden! I will get more crocuses and other early bulbs. They
just pop up, without pruning and a lot of weatherdependent fooferaw.
Meanwhile the weather is still typical of the low-pressure
cyclones of our latitude: torrential tiny downpours, brilliant
sun, choppy sea and occasional blustery gales, alternating
with bouts of continous rain from overcast skies.
Our school kids are out of school for two full weeks. Last
Tuesday, the Victoria SALT Society’s sailing schooners, the

Harbour to wait out the powerful gusts that ended about
noon. The Pacific Grace left at about the same time as the
10am ferry. What a treat it was to see her gliding through
the chop: flags flying, two small sails taut-stretched in the
gusts, the boat loaded with kids pulling on ropes watching
the ferry go past. The ferry crew said she was doing over 7
knots. We passed her on the Bowen Queen doing the
standard 10 knots but the kids were having way more fun
that we were!

Harmonica Player At The Hall
The Saturna Arts and Concert Society presented their first
concert of the year. The Community Hall was bursting with
curious people ready to be entertained. Harmonica player
Carlos del Junco comes well-commended by Hoehner
Harmonicas, and the Canadian Maple Blues Awards. He is

nominated for a Juno award for his 2010 CD ‘Steady Movin’.
Cuban by birth and Canadian by virtue of living here for
almost all his life, del Junco trained as a sculptor but the
harmonica entranced him from his teenage years. He has
developed styles and techniques of playing that make the
little rectangle of metal and wood sound like a wind
instrument as well as the more traditional blues wailer.
Carlos comes with a drummer, bass player and guitarist
who weave his sound right out to the audience. The concert
was high energy; del Junco’s playing interspersed with solo
singing. The program selections and arrangements were
wide-ranging; each an inspired rendition of a genre or
familiar tune.
See this band the next time they are on the West Coast!
Our community responded to such a lively, lighthearted,
accomplished performer.
SATURNA, please turn to page 8

FORCE
OF

NATURE
T H E D AV I D S U Z U K I M O V I E

An Evening with David Suzuki
brought to you by Elizabeth May and the Saanich Gulf Islands Green Party
Mary Winspear Centre

5:30
6:00 - 6:45
7:00 - 8:30
8:30 - 9:25

Sidney, April 2nd, 2011
Doors
Book Signing w/ David Suzuki
Force of Nature Screening Begins
Discussion with David Suzuki and
Elizabeth May

Tickets are $20 each, and are available at Tanners Books (Sidney), Seahorse Cafe (Brentwood Bay), The Roost Farm Centre (Central Saanich),
Saltspring Books and the Women in Need (WIN) Store at 785 Pandora (Victoria)
A portion of the proceeds will be donated to the Women In Need Community Cooperative. Refreshments Available
Authorized by the Ofﬁcial Agent of Elizabeth May
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Twelve youths got the spring break of their lives at Pender Fire/Rescueʼs Fire Camp week. On March 17, three helicopters involved
the youngsters in a hands-on rescue exercise in Plumper Sound—two privately owned helicopters, a Bell JetRanger and a Robinson 44,
together with an RCMP Astar from Comox.
The campers were also treated to a rescue exercise by a Sea King from 443 Squadron, Victoria, a pictured above at the Hope Bay
wharf. The Fire Camp training program is held alternating years with a similar program out of Comox.
Plumper Sound excitement doesnʼt stop at freighters and helicopters. Last month, Hope Bay was the landbase for a CoastGuard
Auxiliary 20 training exercise which saw Coast Guard hovercraft Penac visit the wharf. All were welcomed aboard to tour the vessel.

GORDON’S HOMES

Photos and movies wanted
The Islands Trust, created in 1974, is looking for historical
records about Islands Trust activities, including
photographs, film footage or documents that people would
be willing to donate or loan for reproduction.
‘This search supports an exciting project which involves
seniors in creating three short videos on the past, present
and future of the Islands Trust,’ said Sheila Malcolmson,
Chair of the Islands Trust Council. ‘The production would
really benefit from archival material, particularly film or
photographs.’
‘We are very grateful for the Government of Canada’s
New Horizons for Seniors Initiative financial support for
this project. We are also very grateful to the members of the
seniors’ project advisory group, as well as our partner, the
Gulf Islands Film and Television School based on Galiano

Island,’ said Malcolmson.
The volunteers on the project advisory group are: Sophie
Arthaud (Gabriola), Melinda Auerbach (Lasqueti), Peter
Lamb (Salt Spring), and Roxanna Mandryk (Denman).
The videos will become a lasting legacy, recognizing and
celebrating the decades of civic leadership by early leaders
They may inspire others—especially young people—to
become the civic leaders of the future. The videos will also
provide information about the Islands Trust to Islanders,
new trustees, staff, and newcomers.
If you have any materials, please contact any member of
the video advisory group, any trustee, any of the three
Islands Trust offices located on Salt Spring and Gabriola
Islands and in Victoria, or Bowen Island Municipal Hall by
Monday, May 30. 0

Your Gulf Island Experts in New and Used
Modular and Manufactured Homes.

From our Island to yours ‐ we deliver.
Check our website www.gordonshomesales.com
We have many homes available all set up in some beautiful
parks for your consideration or custom order one for own land.

Gordonʼs Homes
1985 South Wellington Rd, Nanaimo

1-800-616-1291

gorhomes@shaw.ca

Islands Large & Small

Salish Sea Good Life
Eating, Sleeping & Shopping

If you are interrested in attending, please register on the ARCSA
website www.arcsa.org . Space is limited , so it is rec
e ommended to
register early. Next Workshop may not be h eld for at lea st 46
4 6 month s.

Ocean Soul
Book Caffé
New and
Used Books

www.roostfarmcentre.com

Are you a C
Co
ontractor, Engineer or Architect
interested in developing experttise and business in
the field of Rainwater Harvesting Systems?
Barr Plastics alo
l ng with ARC SA (Rainwater Catchment Systems
Association) and the Abbotsford Mission Water Services will be
hosting a Rainwater Harvesting Training and Accredittation workshop
March 29th & 30th in Abbotsford BC .

Salt Spring Island
Chamber of Commerce
www.saltspringtourism.com

9100 East Saanich Road
North Saanich

Rainwater Harvesting
Worrkshop & Accreditation

Open at 6 am Daily
250-246-1977
1578 Joan Avenue
Crofton

We offer

visitors a

better deal!
Our quality accommodation includes:
indoor pool, sauna,
free parking, in-room coffee,
a convenient location
and a warm welcome.
Stay with us.

55
39

$

For More I nfor mation Please
Cont act Us :

from

Barr Plastics
31192 South Fraser Way
Abbotsford, BC
V2T 6L5
Tel: 604-852-8522
Tol l-Free: 1-800-665-4499
E m ai l: info@ barrpll astics.co m

www.gordonshomesales.com

*

3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC V8Z 3K4
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

1-800-997-6797
www.blueridgeinn.ca
Above: Abbotsford Eco Dairy Rain Collection
System Provided By Barr Plastics

* Single
occupancy.
Subjectto
to availability.
availability. Valid
to March
31, 2003
* Single
occupancy.
Subject
Valid
to March
31, 2011.
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The herring fishing season has begun. What a display of ships, boats, and gulls at Pipers Lagoon in Hammond Bay on March 17!

News In Brief
Boat For Sale
Upon her retirement in May, BC Ferries’ 55-year-old MV
Mill Bay will go up for sale, with the price to be dictated ‘by
market demand’. The vessel will be replaced by MV Klitsa
on June 1 after a temporary route closure to upgrade the
terminal infrastructure. Prospective buyers may contact
shipsforsale@bcferries.com.

Reaching Out
Gulf Islands Ecological Learning Centre (GICEL) is holding
its AGM in Saanich at the Ocean Sciences Centre on April 1.
The group is dedicated to outdoor learning but realizes
that there are only so many youngsters it can reach through
its summer programs. So, through providing school
teachers with the skills and confidence they need to
counteract the growing gap between humans and our
environment, GICEL hopes to accelerate a reconnection
between the young and the natural world.
In its newsletter, the society points out that we are
already one generation into ‘nature deficit disorder.’ Parents
themselves, as children, have already been divorced from
their context, their terroir. This makes it difficult for them
to know where to begin in grounding their children into
their natural environment.
If you can’t make the AGM, visit the website:
www.gicel.ca. 0

This home is only $110,602 to lock up
with a 2ft foundation on your property!
At Trafalgar Homes, we believe the time has come
for AFFORDABLE home options.
If the home of your dreams is one that fits comfortably within
your budget, the licensed builder to choose is

SATURNA from page 6

CASEY CARPENTIER
Last Sunday, a well-attended Celebration of Casey
Carpentier’s life was held at the Rec Centre. Casey grew up
on Saturna with his mom and dad, 5 siblings, went to
school, worked, and then eventually moved to Victoria. Way
too young, Casey died from a heart attack following surgery,
leaving, his wife, Beth and dear sons, Joseph and Jacob.
The Carpentier clan is close and has always spends good
times together, partying, fishing, having BBQs. A huge
number of relatives came to Saturna to share their love for
Casey at the service. When it came time to take the group
photo, I was reminded that many family members
immigrated from the Philippines.

Freighter Park Cultural Exchange
In Plumper Sound, we have five freighter ‘parking spaces’
that are being used more and more, and not just in the
winter. The freighter are waiting to load or unload at
Roberts Bank coal port of the Port of Vancouver. The
quantity of these freighters and their noise and disturbance
of the tranquility of the sound have become quite
contentious. These foreign orange, black, and white
behemoths remind us of the long history of the
international shipping trade—and connect right back to
Casey.
Most of the ships are aging rust-buckets claiming to be

Spring Tune-up Special
10% off parts during the month of March
Tell us you saw it in

TRAFALGAR
HOMES

Visit www.trafalgarhomes.ca/it to receive your promotional oﬀer

1‐866‐971‐0239

homeported out of Panama, Singapore, China. They have
sweet names like California Rainbow, Ocean Lady, Sea
Angel, Cape Vanguard.
Years ago, the crews, from Hong Kong, China, Japan and
the Philippines, were happy to come ashore and visit and
Saturna was happy to have their business and company.
(Nowadays this local time-honoured tradition of cultural
intermingling has been stopped; no-one is allowed off the
freighters.) This visiting went both ways. One of Haggis
Farm’s cookies was inspired at a Christmas buffet aboard a
Greek freighter.
Back in 1978, the California Rainbow came into #2
Berth, closest to the pub and the government dock at the
mouth of Lyall Harbour. She had a German captain, first
mate and chief-engineer. The crew were from the
Philippines. The California Rainbow was off Saturna for at
least a month and the crew was bored silly. They had several
small boats and regularly came to Saturna to go to the pub,
and eventually to visit locals and party. They were a jolly,
happy bunch and well appreciated.
By the time the ship weighed anchor, a couple of them
had fallen in love with Saturna lasses—another ancient
aspect of trade! After several years of hard work with
immigration authorities, ex-sailor Tony Manzano,
immigrated to Canada, married one of our lovely ladies, and
our own Carlos Manzano was born and grew up with us.
Casey Carpentier went to visit the Philippines with his dear
friend Tony, and married Tony’s sister Beth. Various
brothers and sisters arrived later. All of these family
members, hard-working individuals, started off on Saturna
and ended up in Victoria. 0

Independent
Dental Hygiene
in a relaxed setting
Registered Dental Hygienists
offering:
• scaling • root planing
• polishing • whitening
• other services
Celebrating 8 years of service in beautiful Sidney By-the-Sea

www.seapower.ca

250-656-4341

250-655-4884
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Book Review by Brian Crumblehulme

A Bug’s Eye View of Gardening

G

ardening for Butterflies, Bees and Other Beneficial
Insects by Jan Miller-Klein is a delightful guide into
the hows & whys of bug-friendly gardening.
Butterflies & Bees, focuses primarily on these two bestknown pollinators. Miller-Klein launches into the world of
insects and flowers in a soft-cover ‘coffeetable’ book. It begs
to be picked up if only for the pictures.
Colour-coded like a reference book on birds, Butterflies
& Bees is very accessible. Taken section by section this book
guides the reader gently into a smaller, alternate worldview.
It opens with the big questions of ‘why’ and ‘how’ before
systematically stepping through the maze of plants, habitat,
examples and garden designs, making it a handy how-to
guide.
But what turns the page are photographs. We get to see
Peacock butterflies the size of saucers and bees the size of
teacups and we also see glorious photographs of old-world
flowers with medieval names such as honesty, feverfew and
vipers bugloss.
Miller-Klein is a naturalist living a dream life on an eightacre farm in the shadows of a twelfth century castle in North
Wales. Miller-Klein and husband Richard turned their
sheep pasture, meadowland for the past few centuries, into

A Poker Player's Guide…
Sam Smith

Originally published in ‘Sam Smith’s Great American
Political Repair Manual’—(WW Norton, 1997 ), this excerpt
seems applicable to the nuclear crisis in Japan.
Some simple rules:
1. Calculate the stakes as well as the odds.
2. The odds of something happening at any moment are
not the same as the odds of something ever happening. In
ecological calculations—especially ones in which the
downside could ruin your whole millennium—it is the latter
odds that are important.
3. When confronted with conflicting odds, ask what
happens if each projection is wrong. Temporary job loss
because of environmental restrictions may come and go, but
the loss of the ozone layer is something you can have forever.
4. When confronted with conflicting odds, remember
that you don’t have to play the game. There are other things
to do with your time—or with the economy or with the
environment—that may produce better results. Thus,
instead of playing poker you could be making love. Or
instead of getting jobs from some air or water degrading
activity, the same jobs could come from a more benign
industry such as retrofitting a whole city for solar energy.
5. Don’t let anyone—in industry, government, or the
media—define an ‘acceptable level of risk’ for your own
death or disease. They may not have the same vested
interest in the right answer as you do.
6. If the stakes are too high, the game is not worth it. If
you can’t stand the pain, don’t attempt the gain.

What Poker Taught Me
I was a poker player long before I started paying attention
to environmental problems. One of the things I learned
while playing poker is that you can, from time to time, beat
the odds—but don’t count on it. That’s why you won’t find
me in Atlantic City or Las Vegas.
The second thing I learned is that even when you do beat
the odds, don’t count on it happening again. There’s a big
difference between one good hand and a whole good night.
The third thing I learned is that you can, from time to
time, beat the odds—but you usually have to stay in the
game long enough for it to happen. Meanwhile, you can lose
an awful lot of money. You have not only to calculate the odds
but the stakes as well. And you are always on the edge. 0

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

an ecological centre that has become well known across the
UK and Europe as a model of what can be done to turn the
ecological clock back on impoverished land and restore
some sort of bio-diversity.
Fortunately for them, native deer are long gone and a
four-foot fence is sufficient to keep the neighbouring sheep
from feasting on the jungle of flowers and foliage.
The recent world-wide concern about honey bee ‘colony
collapse disorder’ is one of the motivations for this book. In
the UK there are some 254 species of wild bees (about 400
in BC) and the fact that bees generally account for a third of
the food crops we depend upon is no small matter.
Not surprisingly, Gardening For Butterflies, Bees And
Other Beneficial Insects provides an overview of insect
friendly habitats, habitats that demonstrably work, at least
in the UK. Photos and lists of butterfly and/or bee-friendly
plants are provided for every season ranging in scale from
meadows to raised beds and containers for the urban patio.
This book is indeed a good read and a good reference.
However, it is written for the UK gardener and as anyone
who has summer holidayed in that island knows, that its
climate is wetter than the Gulf Islands we inhabit. The Brits
tend to get summer rains which is why their grass remains

green even on the hills.
Gulf Islanders enjoy wet
winters and dry summers and if
climate change predictions can
be believed, that trend will
increase
over
the
next
generation. However, almost all
of the plants, wild and varietal,
listed by Miller-Klein can be grown here. Some will certainly
require a little extra water in the dry season if they are to
flourish.
The writer includes careful notes and warnings about the
introduction of non-native species to the UK that are ‘one
of the big threats to biodiversity.’ But again, the UK list of
prohibited species is different from the ones we have in our
region (she promotes dandelion, broom and thistles!).
My caveat is that Gulf Island gardeners should check-out
the introduction of the recommended bee and butterfly
flowers before scattering seeds across their back forty.
Notwithstanding geographical and ecological
differences, Gardening For Butterflies, Bees And Other
Beneficial Insects is a handy guide and a fun read or browse
for gardeners of any age. 0

Poorly designed third party advertising rules chilled election
debate, reduced voter access to information, says CCPA study
A study finds that BC’s third party advertising rules caused
extensive problems for ‘small spenders’ such as non-profits
and charities during the 2009 provincial election. The
rules—brought in through the controversial Bill 42 in
2008—led to widespread confusion, wasted resources,
anxiety and self-censorship among organizations that spent
little or nothing at all on election advertising.
The study was released on last October by the Canadian
Centre for Policy Alternatives, BC’s Freedom of Information
and Privacy Association and the BC Civil Liberties
Association. ‘When the provincial government introduced
these new rules, its rationale was to limit election
advertising by ‘big spenders’,’ says Shannon Daub, lead
author of the study. ‘But major flaws in the legislation mean
that in practice, the rules extensively regulated small
spenders and cast a chill on the democratic process.’
The study examined the experiences of 60 charities, nonprofits, coalitions, labour unions and citizens’ groups—most
of which have annual budgets under $500,000. Among the
key findings:
Because most non-profits are careful to remain nonpartisan, the prospect of being publicly labeled as a ‘third
party advertising sponsor’ created anxiety for many of the
study participants, with some simply choosing to opt-out of

public engagement during the election entirely.
More than one-in-four participant groups self-censored
as a result of the rules. Six groups censored public
communication activities specifically to avoid having to
register as advertising sponsors. Others self-censored due
to confusion and/or concerns about the risks of
inadvertently breaking the rules.
Most of the activities groups censored had little to do
with commercial advertising. For example, nine groups did
not post new material on their websites; four removed
existing material from their websites; and four refrained
from issuing or endorsing a call for changes to government
policy.
Particularly troubling is the revelation that five groups
avoided commenting in mainstream media stories due to
confusion about the rules or a desire to keep a low profile
during the campaign and avoid coming to the attention of
Elections BC.
An analysis of the disclosure reports filed by the 232
organizations registered as third party sponsors during the
2009 provincial election revealed that more than half (59%)
spent less than $500 during the campaign period. More
than three quarters spent well below even the $3,000 limit
POLITICAL ADS, please turn to page 13

2011 COMMUNITY
STEWARDSHIP
AWARDS
Nominations Open Until April 29
Is there a person or a group that has made a big difference to life on
your island?
The Islands Trust Community Stewardship Awards honour the people, businesses, schools and
organizations that support the Islands Trust mandate by protecting the environment or enhancing their
community.
Nominations can be for a specific project or for longer term work that is ongoing or was complete within
the previous year in the Islands Trust Area.
To see previous winners, nominate new ones, and get information about the program, please visit
http://islandstrust.bc.ca/poi/awards.cfm. You can also get nomination packages from Islands Trust offices
on Gabriola Island, Salt Spring Island or in Victoria.

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

Award recipients will be announced following the June Trust Council meeting. Local Trust Committees will
present the awards in the fall.
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Let’s put an end to political bullying

‘Y

ou must like politicians,’ a friend said the other
day, commenting on the odd fact that two dear
friends of mine are currently leaders of federal
political parties. The short answer is no, I don’t necessarily
like politicians, but I do admire, and have a lot of time for,
persons of integrity. Though very different, Elizabeth May
and Michael Ignatieff share a penetrating intelligence and
strong ethical values that have guided their careers, and
both went into politics to be of service.
I met Elizabeth May very shortly after she moved to
Sidney; we bonded over our blended families. Elizabeth
presents with an open heart, which I suspect is a rare thing
for a politician; she is a person with whom it is easy to share
heart truths.
My friendship with Michael Ignatieff began in the late
1980s. I was working for TVOntario in Toronto, and I hired
Michael Ignatieff to host a documentary series I’d created
called Human Edge. Though Ignatieff was then a highprofile television journalist in England, he was passionately
Canadian, was eager to work in Canadian television, and
the CBC had simply never asked him.
As often happens in television, the series had to come
together very quickly. After Ignatieff was hired we spent the
next couple of months commissioning new documentaries
and searching out completed documentaries to round out
the series. One of his most memorable contributions was
My Mama Done Tol’ Me, a touching film made by a friend
of his featuring six women from all stages and walks of life
talking about the greatest heartbreak of their lives. We
broadcast that film on Valentine’s Day, and a spirited
Ignatieff, carrying a red rose, introduced the documentary
by urging viewers to have tissues at the ready and to go easy
on the mascara.
Michael Ignatieff was thoughtful, generous with his time
and a joy to work with. The series presented a wide range
of films, many of them dealing with difficult social and
political issues; in his comments and interviews Ignatieff
was always engaged, heartful and empathic. These same
qualities have informed his writings, beginning with his first
book, The Needs of Strangers, a meditation on how we can
support each other in an age of increasing isolation and
anonymity.
I have watched with growing sadness and dismay

Michael Ignatieff’s difficult entry into Canadian politics,
beginning with his party’s decision to ‘parachute’ him into
a particularly fractious riding, continuing with the terrible
advice he got from a first group of inexperienced Liberal
handlers, and compounded by the malice of some
journalists, including a hatchet job of an essay by Michael
Valpy, filled with sly distortions, which twisted Ignatieff’s

Michael Ignatieff in times gone by, as host of
Heather Martinʼs TVO show ʻThe Human Edgeʼ
words to label him ‘ruthless.’ Valpy’s essay presented a
caricature of a man I know to be complex, conflicted, and
deeply moral; it was a stunning exercise in betrayal by a
man Ignatieff considered a friend.
Ignatieff has floundered as he learns a difficult job,
relentlessly in the public eye, but with friends like these, not
many of us could have done better.
Throw attack ads into the mix, and it’s a wonder he’s still

Heather C Martin

standing. Stephane Dion, also an ethical man and Michael
Ignatieff’s predecessor as Liberal Leader, was brought low
in large part because of a devastating series of Conservative
party attack ads, both in and out of election period, that
successfully branded him an ineffectual buffoon before the
Canadian public had a chance to get to know him. Ignatieff
has been subjected to a steady stream of similar ads since
he was chosen to replace Dion.
Attack ads work because they turn people against
something; they work because they fracture and disgust the
populace, as the ‘Harper government’ is increasingly doing.
We are stuck in a cycle of minority governments,
represented by cynical people who seem bent on turning
voters off politics completely. A successful government, one
which succeeds in attracting a majority of voters, does the
opposite, uniting voters in a common cause and with
common values, giving them something to aspire to and to
be proud of, as travellers used to be proud of the Canadian
flag they sewed on their backpacks.
Michael Ignatieff is an old-fashioned guy with oldfashioned ideals of service, which date back to the days of
Lester B Pearson. They were good ideals; Pearson and his
peers served us well nationally and internationally.
Michael Ignatieff may well follow suit once he slips off
the straightjacket of vitriolic politics that has kept him
constantly on the defensive, warding off one smear
campaign after another, and redirects his energy, his focus,
and that of his team to do what he went into politics to
achieve. I wish him well.
What can we do, here in Saanich and the Gulf Islands,
to stop the mud-slinging in Ottawa? It is our great good
fortune, here in this riding, to have the opportunity to elect
the one politician who can, single-handedly, begin the
process of changing the whole tenor of politics in the House
of Commons and beyond.
Elizabeth May, the Federal leader of the Green Party, has
already begun this work. The current Green Party campaign
to ban attack ads is a very good thing, targeting those
unrelenting, increasingly obscene attack ads that do so
much damage, not only to individual politicians who step
forward to be of service, but to our whole political system.
Let’s do our part by supporting her campaign. Let’s go
further by making sure she gets a seat in the House of
Commons. She will be a great ally to the good people already
in Ottawa and our whole country will benefit. 0

Eagles nests—eggs and more eggs ~ David Hancock
UNITING ISLANDS—BIG AND SMALL

Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• make a good contact for you?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?

VOLUNTARY SUBSCRIPTIONS help
keep all this great news coming!
If you are already receiving Island Tides in your
Island mailbox or if you pick it up from one of
our yellow boxes or racks located from Victoria
to Campbell River or, if you read online, you can
show your support and appreciation by mailing a
voluntary subscription of

($25 + hst = $28.00) or
an amount of your choice to:
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!

And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you who
have sent voluntary subscriptions and extra
donations. Keep those lovely phone calls, cards,
letters, and emails coming, too! We paste them
all in our scrapbooks!

It’s mid-March, and the eagle-watching season has started
again. British Columbia eagles have been busy. Four of the
bald eagle nests with live-cams, Sidney, Delta 2, Delta OWL
and, as now, White Rock all have eggs. Sidney and Delta 2
each have two eggs—perhaps another to come. The Lafarge
nest female was sitting tight all night so she too may reveal
an egg this morning. It appears that all five of our pairs will
be on eggs in the next few days. Chicks hatch 35 days after
the egg is laid.
It was a disastrous fall and winter for the eagles along the

!!!!

west coast due to the lack of Chum salmon for them and the
bears and wolves to feed upon. The nesting season now
changes the breeding adults’ feeding patterns. With a nest
territory to defend and hungry eaglets in the making, the
parents change from their scavenging winter lifestyle to
catching their food within a kilometer of the nest. This
usually means catching small fish.
A couple of days ago, Lynda, one of the Sidney ground
observers actually videoed Ma catching herring—two in one
pass! Great shot Lynda! Great catch Ma!
This year, the Hancock Wildlife Federation has two new
nests with cams: White Rock and Delta 2—all the nests are
quite different in their type of location and the hunting
patterns of the parents. The White Rock pair have two highdefinition cams in place giving a whole new level of quality—
plus they have infra-red capacity.
We also have infra-red cams at Sidney, Delta OWL, and
Delta 2—so you can now see what our eagles do at night—
you will be surprised! There is enough industrial light at
night in the Lafarge nest area to see the goings on without
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Capital Regional District
Notice of Other Voting

Galiano Island Community Use Building Referendum
Take notice that below is a copy of the proposed bylaws for which the electors of the Galiano Island community use building service area (includes Galiano, Retreat, Wise, Parker and Gossip Islands)
within the Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area will be asked to vote on the following question on Saturday, April 23, 2011:
Are you in favour of the Capital Regional District Board adopting both of the following bylaws:
a) Bylaw No. 3737, “Galiano Island Community Use Building Service Establishment Bylaw No. 1, 2011” authorizing the Capital Regional District to raise a maximum annual requisition of the greater of
$138,000 or $0.217 per One Thousand Dollars of taxable assessments for the purpose of funding the capital and operating costs of a community use building to house the Galiano Island community
library; and
b) Bylaw No. 3738, “Galiano Island Community Use Building Loan Authorization Bylaw No. 1, 2011” authorizing the Capital Regional District to borrow an amount not to exceed $1,066,300 for the
purpose of paying the net costs of designing, constructing and equipping a new community use building on Galiano Island.
YES or NO?
BYLAW NO. 3737: A BYLAW TO ESTABLISH A SERVICE TO CONSTRUCT AND OPERATE A COMMUNITY USE BUILDING ON GALIANO ISLAND
WHEREAS:
A. The Capital Regional District may, under Section 796 of the Local Government Act, establish and provide any service that the Board considers necessary or desirable for all or part of the Capital
Regional District;
B. The Board of the Capital Regional District wishes to establish a service for the purpose of constructing and operating a building on Galiano Island that will be used for library, community and local
government purposes;
C. Participating area approval is required and assent of the electors has been obtained pursuant to section 801.2 of the Local Government Act; and
D. The approval of the Inspector of Municipalities has been obtained under section 801(1)(a) of the Local Government Act.
NOW THEREFORE the Board of the Capital Regional District in open meeting assembled enacts as follows:
Service
1. This bylaw establishes a service for the purpose of constructing and operating a building on Galiano Island that will be used for library, community and local government purposes (the “Service”).
Boundaries
2. The boundaries of the Service Area are shown on the map attached hereto as Schedule “A”. (Not attached in the Notice).
Participating Area
3. The Participating Area for the Service falls within the Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area.
Cost Recovery
4. As provided in Section 803 of the Local Government Act, the annual costs of providing the Service may be recovered by one or more of the following:
a) the requisition of money under Section 806 of the Local Government Act to be collected by a property value tax, based on land and improvements levied and collected under Section 806.1 of the
Local Government Act;
b) parcel taxes imposed in accordance with Division 4.3 of Part 24 of the Local Government Act;
c) fees and charges imposed under Section 363 of the Local Government Act;
d) revenues raised by other means authorized under this or another Act;
e) revenues received by agreement, enterprise, gift, grant or otherwise.
Maximum Requisition
5. In accordance with Section 800.1(1)(e) of the Local Government Act, the maximum amount that may be requisitioned annually for the cost of the Service is the greater of:
a) One Hundred Thirty Eight Thousand Dollars ($ 138,000); or
b) A property value tax rate of $0.217 per One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) that, when applied to the net taxable value of land and improvements in the Service Area, will yield the maximum amount
that may be requisitioned for the Service.
Agreement
6. The property on which to construct the Galiano Island Community Use Building will be provided to the Capital Regional District through a long term lease agreement.
Citation
7. This Bylaw may be cited as the “Galiano Island Community Use Building Service Establishment Bylaw No. 1, 2011”.
BYLAW NO. 3738: A BYLAW TO AUTHORIZE THE BORROWING OF ONE MILLION SIXTY-SIX THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($ 1,066,300)
FOR THE CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPPING OF A COMMUNITY USE BUILDING ON GALIANO ISLAND
WHEREAS:
A. The Board of the Capital Regional District adopted “Galiano Island Community Use Building Service Establishment Bylaw No. 1, 2011” to establish a service for the construction and operation of a
community use building on Galiano Island (the “Service”);
B. The Board of the Capital Regional District wishes to provide funding for planning, designing, constructing, and equipping a community use building in connection with the Service (the “Project”);
C. The estimated cost of the Project, including expenses incidental thereto to be funded by debt servicing, is the sum of One Million Sixty-Six Thousand Three Hundred dollars ($1,066,300), which is
the amount of debt intended to be authorized by this bylaw;
D. Pursuant to Section 823.1 of the Local Government Act, participating area approval is required and shall be obtained by assent of the electors under Section 801.2 of the Local Government Act;
E. The approval of the Inspector of Municipalities is required under Section 819 of the Local Government Act; and
F. It is proposed that the ﬁnancing of the Project be undertaken by the Municipal Finance Authority of British Columbia pursuant to proposed agreements between that Authority and the Capital
Regional District.
NOW THEREFORE the Board of the Capital Regional District in open meeting assembled enacts as follows:
1. The Board is hereby empowered and authorized to undertake and carry out or cause to be carried out the planning, study, design and construction of works for the provision of the facilities and
equipment for the purpose of the Project in connection with the Service and to do all things necessary in connection with the Project and without limiting the generality of the foregoing:
(a) to borrow upon the credit of the Regional District a sum not exceeding One Million Sixty-Six Thousand Three Hundred dollars ($1,066,300);
(b) to acquire all such real property, easements, rights-of-way, leases, licenses, rights or authorities as may be requisite or desirable for or in connection with the Project.
2. The maximum term for which debentures may be issued to secure the debt intended to be created by this bylaw is ﬁfteen (15) years.
3. This Bylaw may be cited as the “Galiano Island Community Use Building Loan Authorization Bylaw No. 1, 2011”.
Taxation Impact: New funding of up to $1,066,300 is required to construct a Capital Regional District (CRD) Community Use Building that would serve as the Galiano Community Library. The purpose
of Bylaw No. 3737 is to construct and operate a building on Galiano Island that will be used for library, community and local government purposes. The purpose of Bylaw No. 3738 is to authorize the
borrowing of $1,066,300 for the construction and equipping of a community use building on Galiano Island. It is estimated that participants in the Galiano Island community use building service area
would pay an additional $94.20 per average household. This amount and the funding amount may be reduced if the Capital Regional District secures the Towns for Tomorrow grant to offset building
construction costs.
A copy of the complete bylaws and this notice may be viewed at the following ofﬁces of the Capital Regional District from March 24, 2011 to April 22, 2011, Monday - Friday, 8:30 am-4:30 pm:
• CRD Headquarters, 625 Fisgard Street, 1st Floor - Foyer, Victoria, BC
The bylaws, and other information, may also be viewed on the Internet: www.crd.bc.ca/about/elections/index.htm
Voting Opportunities
Qualiﬁed electors may vote at the following places:
On General Voting Day for Other Voting: Saturday, April 23, 2011 from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm: Galiano South Community Hall, 141 Sturdies Bay Road, Galiano Island, BC
On Advance Voting Day for Other Voting: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm: Galiano South Community Hall, 141 Sturdies Bay Road, Galiano Island, BC
Elector Qualiﬁcations
You are entitled to vote as a Resident Elector or Non Resident Property Elector if you:
• are 18 years or older on voting day (April 23, 2011)
• are a Canadian Citizen
• have resided in British Columbia for six months
• and either
• have resided in the Galiano Island community use building service area within the Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area for 30 days. (If registering as a Resident Elector on voting day,
you must provide two documents proving identity and residency, one of which must have a signature); OR
• have owned and held registered title to property within the boundaries of the Galiano Island community use building service area within the Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area
for 30 days; and do not qualify as a Resident Elector. If registering as a Non-Resident Property Elector on voting day, you must provide the following information:
• a recent land title registration of the real property OR a property tax notice, which will show the names of all the registered owners, and
• 2 pieces of identiﬁcation (one of which must have a signature), and
• in the case of more than one owner of the property, a completed consent form signed by the majority of the owners designating you as the person entitled to vote for the property.
A copy of the consent form and information on acceptable classes of documents for proof of identity are available on the Internet: www.crd.bc.ca/about/elections/voting.htm
For questions regarding voting and voter registration call the Capital Regional District Toll Free 1.800.663.4425 local 3129, or 250.360.3129
or Mr. Tom Moore at 250.472.0059.
Dated this 24th day of March, 2011 | Thomas F. Moore, Chief Election Ofﬁcer
This notice is appearing in this newspaper as a convenience and is not in accordance with the Local Government Act.
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Pembina report finds strong climate policies
create jobs while reducing emissions
Canada’s governments could create more
jobs by implementing strong climate
policies than by maintaining the status quo,
according to a new report on the effects of
climate change policies on employment
released today by the Pembina Institute.
The institute’s report, ‘Reducing
pollution, creating jobs’, examines the
evidence from a wide range of international
and Canadian research on ‘green’ jobs and
the economic impacts of climate policies.
The report’s findings have important
implications for the 2011 federal budget,
because the institute’s analysis shows
investing public dollars in renewable energy
and energy efficiency generates more jobs
than public spending on oil and gas
extraction.
‘The upcoming federal budget is a real

test,’ said Clare Demerse, acting director of
the Pembina Institute’s climate program.
‘We know Canada needs to take stronger
action to reduce greenhouse gas pollution,
and the evidence shows that well-designed
climate policies can create more jobs overall
than business as usual.’
‘On budget day, the government could
make the right choices for Canadian
workers and our environment by cutting
fossil fuel subsidies and supporting clean
energy,’ Demerse added.
The Institute’s report shows that:
The federal government could have
created nearly three times as many jobs
(238,000 rather than 84,000) by dedicating
100% of the $16 billion it invested in
infrastructure in its economic stimulus
GREEN JOBS, continued next column, below
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The Capital Regional District reports increasing numbers of vistors to its
parks and trails. Mount Parke had 3,674 visits. Another Island favourite, North
Pender’s Brooks Point Park had 3,859 visits.
The region’s highest scorer was the Galloping Goose Trail with 1,648,992
visits. Lochside Trail was close behind with 1,007,384. In total CRD’s trails and
parks saw 5,212,446 visits in 2010.
GREEN JOBS, continued from previous column
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March moss on trail-side trees at Mount Parke Regional Park on Mayne Island.
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package to clean energy. Instead, the
government invested just 8% of stimulus
spending in ‘green’ initiatives.
International studies show that
renewable energy is the pro-job choice,
creating more direct jobs than generating
electricity from fossil-fuel alternatives like
coal or natural gas.
Oil and gas extraction is the most capitalintensive sector in Canada. This means that
investing public dollars in virtually any
other sector of Canada’s economy would
yield more jobs for every dollar spent.
Green jobs are not just an opportunity
for the future—according to one definition,
more than 682,000 Canadians already held
CHICKS from page 10

an infra-red light source.
Our local ground observers will be
regularly posting observations for each of
these nests and for other nests around
North America that are supported by
regular video and still photos supplied by
local volunteers. All the nests are discussed
in our website’s Discussion Forums. Some
of our forums are dedicated to schools.
Unbelievably this is our sixth season
following the Sidney pair—affectionately
known as Ma and Pa Sidney. At a recent talk
I was giving in Ocean Shores, Washington,
a young teenager (just 13) came up
afterward and said she knew of 3 eagle nests
in her area. The first eagles she ever saw was

environmental jobs in 2010, nearly five
times more workers than were directly
employed in automotive manufacturing in
2008.
Since some sectors or regions could see
job losses or significant changes to the type
of work available under stronger climate
polices, the institute’s report suggests the
federal and provincial governments should
develop a clean energy employment
transition strategy to make sure Canadians
have opportunities to acquire skills and
training to work in the clean energy sector,
and to help communities adapt to new
economic opportunities. 0

Ma and Pa Sidney on our cams—her teacher
had a livecam in her Grade-1 classroom!
This should be an exciting year for the
public and schools. We have teamed up with
Metro Vancouver Parks to deliver a number
of live cams—on several species—and live
broadcasts to teachers. Details will all be
announced in April.
Our cams have gotten people across
North America and around the world
talking about eagles—white-bellied sea
eagles in Australia and white-tailed sea
eagles in Europe, as well as bald eagles in
North America.
View the livecam broadcasts at:
www.hancockwildlife.org. 0
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No new firehall for Mayne

Mayne Island Improvement District’s referendum to
borrow $3,400,000 for a new firehall was voted down by
817 to 414.
It has been an arduous task to prepare plans for a new
firehall. It was to have been brought to referendum on
September 19, 2009 but, as figures were decided to be
flawed, the Improvement District cancelled that
referendum. Since that time a task force has put in many
hours to come up with an improved plan. However, not
enough property owners were willing to foot the bill for the
new building.
Jim Marlon-Lambert resigned as chair of the Mayne
Island Improvement District on March 17.
Sadly, debate on the issue in the lead up to the on-Island
voting was acrimonious and has left many in the community
exhausted and a bad taste in their mouths.
The voting was as follows:
Poll
‘Yes’
‘No’
Absentee Poll
16
24
Mail-in Ballots:
220
477
Advance Poll
48
60
256
On-Island Poll
130
TOTALS
414
817
0

Frog song covenant
A North Pender family have permanently protected their
property with a conservation covenant. Dedicated to the
Kikuchi family’s ancestors and future generations, the land
will remain naturally beautiful forever. The conservation
covenant ensures the property’s forest and wetland will
never be developed even after the Kikuchi’s are gone.
A certified organic farmer, Arthur Kikuchi moved to
North Pender Island in 2000 because the landscape
reminded him of Japan where he grew up. Arthur’s passion
for the natural environment was nurtured from a young age
by his father, a lifelong naturalist specializing in the
protection of wetlands and forests. In 2009, after Arthur
received an inheritance from his parents, he chose to
continue his father’s vision by purchasing a forested lot on
North Pender with the intent to protect it in its natural state.
With the help of the Islands Trust Fund (the Islands Trust’s
land conservancy), the Pender Islands Conservancy
Association, and the Nancy Waxler Morrison Biodiversity
Protection Fund, Arthur and his family permanently
protected the property with a conservation covenant.
Arthur talks about his decision to purchase the property,
now named the Kikuchi Memorial Frog Song Forest
POLITICAL ADS from page 9

for a single constituency.
‘The chill effect these rules created went well beyond
activities that we would normally think of as advertising,
and cast a shadow on quintessential forms of democratic
participation and free speech,’ says study co-author,
Heather Whiteside.
‘The citizens of British Columbia were deprived of the
full range of voices that would normally be heard during an
election as a result of these rules,’ says Micheal Vonn, Policy
Director with the BC Civil Liberties Association. ‘Speech
rights are one of our most precious freedoms, and are never
more vital than during elections.’
‘The Supreme Court of Canada has said that carefully
designed limits on third party advertising are acceptable,
given the objective of electoral fairness—of making sure that
those who can afford to spend big bucks on advertising
don’t drown out others,’ says Vincent Gogolek, Director of
Policy and Communications with the BC Freedom of
Information and Privacy Association. ‘These rules infringe
the speech rights of small groups and individuals, who are
the least able to challenge these infringements in the courts.
We need the legislature to change the law, and soon.’
‘Many of the non-profits and charities that took part in
this research represent the interests of society’s most
vulnerable citizens,’ says Whiteside. ‘For these groups to be
self-censoring during an election, when their perspectives
and voices are most needed, is disturbing.’
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PREMIUM FLOORING FROM THE GULF ISLANDS

PREMIUM WIDE PLANK VG
FIR FROM 100% SALVAGED
OLD GROWTH TIMBER
5" to 9" random widths.

250-539-3211
604-377-5385
www.ecofir.com
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Island Tides’ mason bee condo is in position outside the office. Inset shows the see-through panels which allows you
to watch the clever pollinators’ activities. Bee condos are designed and built by Norm & Gord Hutchings Bee Service.
Covenant, solely for protection. ‘I wanted to use the money
they left me to do something that would make them proud.
So I covenanted the property. Whenever I come here, I feel
my parents’ presence. They never saw the property, but it’s
their lives, their work that protected it. I know they’d be
proud of this legacy.’
Arthur shared his outlook on protecting the land as his
four children played among the branches of a nearby cedar.
‘People can’t own the land. We’re only borrowing it from the
future. When we die, we can’t take what we own with us.
Therefore, our legacies are what we leave behind. I want to
leave this protected place behind for my children, their
children and the next generations in my community. That’s
what makes me most happy about the covenant.’
To learn how you can protect your land with a
conservation covenant, or for a list of local land trusts in
your area that could help you protect your land, visit
http://islandstrustfund.cfm or call 250-405-5186.0
The study came out the week before the BC Court of
Appeal heard the Province’s appeal of the March 2009 BC
Supreme Court decision that upheld the limits on third
party spending, but rejected the government’s extension of
limits to an additional 60-day ‘pre-campaign period.’
The study’s authors recommend a series of changes to
the rules that would make them more effective, including:
• Establish minimum spending thresholds of $1,000 in
a single constituency and $5,000 province-wide before the
requirement to register as an advertising sponsor kicks in;
Currently, groups and individuals are required to register
even if they engage only in free or very low-cost activities;
• Revise the definition of election advertising so it is
easier to interpret and adequately deals with the realities of
online communication;
• Exempt volunteer labour from the definition of an
election advertising expense (as is the case for political party
and candidate expenses); and
• Exempt charities from the rules altogether, as they
must already demonstrate they are non-partisan and make
a contribution to the public good in order to achieve and
keep registered charity status. 0

GULF ISLANDS WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Whole-house Treatment
• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria /
Hardness / Arsenic
250-412-1110 • 604- 630-1114 • 524 William Street, Victoria
250-339-6914 Comox Valley

www.watertiger.net
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Have you visited the spa lately?
Taste of Spa - $85
Enjoy the beneﬁcial effects of our Eucalyptus Steam Cave
before having a relaxing 30 minute back, neck and
shoulder massage followed by a foot exfoliation and
20 minute foot massage to help you feel renewed!
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Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.
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Thought For Food- Brian Crumblehulme

Our Taste For Beef and Hamburger

B

eef cattle have been eaten by the
people of east Africa for millennia.
Introduced to Europe by the
Romans, they are sacred in India and are
one the least efficient farmed animals. In
North American culture, beef is ubiquitous,
masculine and iconic. Why?
After the enclosure of common farmland
in England in the 17th Century, beef and
dairy cattle gradually replaced sheep and as
income increased for the average yeoman,
his diet changed from mutton to beef and
his coat from wool to leather. By the 18th
Century, beef, roasted and otherwise,
became a British staple and this taste for red
meat was carried over to the new world
where the great open spaces allowed for
extensive grazing and unlimited hunting,
such that beef became the adopted
mainstays of American culinary culture.
Though, throughout the 19th Century more
people in the USA still ate pork because pigs
were easier to raise on the family
homestead.
Ranchers by contrast could raise steers
by the thousand on the open plains but then
had to walk (drive) them hundreds of miles
to market. The railroads changed all that.
By 1920 more people were eating beef than
pork because cattle raised in Texas could be
transported alive to Chicago and New York
faster and easier than small landowners
could walk their hogs.
Beef could also be dried and salted
making it a fit staple for long distance travel
overland or overseas. In Europe, dried and
salted (corned) beef was usually chopped
into small pieces, soaked and stewed, or
reconstituted into ‘steaks’ such as Swiss
steak, Salisbury steak and Hamburg steak.
By 1802 ‘Hamburg steak’ was available in the
markets of New York and appeared on
restaurant menus in 1826—or so the legend
goes.
In 1829 the first patent was issued for a
mechanical meat-chopper, and in 1845
another patent claimed to render the
toughest meat palatable by grinding it. In
1874 Hamburg beefsteak sold for the same
price as pork and mutton and at the 1904
St Louis World Fair, hamburger steaks with
fried onions satiated hungry visitors.
The first hamburger restaurant called
White Castle opened in Wichita, Kansas in
1921 and is credited with introducing the
cheese topping. In 1947, the American
writer Thomas Wolfe referred to a common
cafe scene where the ‘male smell of boiling
coffee, frying eggs and onions, and sizzling
hamburgers’ greeted customers at the door.
When egalitarian American fashions
became a cultural export in the 1950s, blue

jeans, rock music and hamburgers made
their way into Europe adopted by a new
affluent post-war generation. And when a
French fashion designer chose McDonalds
to cater to his Paris show, the chic appeal of
American junk food became mainstream
for those aspiring to an American lifestyle.
In 1987 when the Victoria & Albert
Museum in London held a show where
each exhibit was chosen to represent a
national culture, the USA was represented
by the hamburger, described as ‘massproduced, cheap, efficient, but essentially
juvenile.’ Americans eat most of their beef
as hamburger consuming an average of
three burgers per person per week.
The reasons that hamburger has become
so ubiquitous are political and corporate; it
was a decision made by the powerful. Thou
shalt eat beef—because, we can make more
profit. The corporate barons could have
chosen sea urchins, but they didn’t, at least
not yet. Beef is both masculine and juvenile
for more complex reasons. Beef, unlike
pork, chicken and fish, is quintessentially
red meat. It looks like something freshly
killed and appeals to that part of psyche that
likes to thinks of itself as strong and
primitive. And, the BBQ is one of the few
masculine activities associated with
cooking, at least in the US of A. The ‘man of
the house’ is master of the back-yard grill,
leaving the potatoes, salad, dessert (and the
dishes) to the gentle lady.
Cooked beef and hamburger in
particular, have an incredibly complex
flavour appeal. Raw meat of any sort is pink
and has very little flavour. Cooked meat is
brown with a kaleidescope of aromas and
flavours because when it is cooked over
high heat such as a grill or a frying pan, the
amino acids in the surface proteins react
with the sugars (glucose) and fats in the
blood (and the sauce) to create a complex
of aromatic compounds called Maillard
reactions, named after the French chemist
who discovered the process in 1912.
Maillard reactions cannot take place in, or
under, water.
Similar compounds are formed on bread
crusts, beer, chocolate and coffee during
roasting. The resulting compounds are
highly aromatic and distantly related to
other naturally occurring organic
compounds found in fruit, smoke and
composting earth. In other words they are
primitive. In their short life as cooking
products they are also an acquired taste, as
are the flavours of beer and coffee.
The V&A Museum’s comment that the
taste was ‘juvenile’ referred to among other
things, the application of tomato ketchup
that is spread onto most hamburgers:
ketchup consisting of 20-25% pure sugar!
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Another sign of spring—robins and their song.

MV Quadra Queen II returns after $15
million upgrade
BC Ferries has announced that Quadra
Queen II is returning to service on the Port
McNeill–Alert Bay–Sointula route next
week, following an 11-month life extension
project, which prepares the 41-year old
vessel for another 20 years of service.
The ship spent approximately eight
months at Point Hope Maritime in Victoria
undergoing the majority of the work at this
local shipyard and three months at BC
Ferries’ Fleet Maintenance Unit. Work for
this major capital investment included:
• New state-of-the-art lifesaving
appliances
• New heating and ventilation system
• Full upgrade of all accommodation
areas including new washrooms
• New fire detection and protection
system
• New wheelhouse structure
• New thermal and fire insulation
• New propellers and shaft lines
• New freshwater tank
• New gearboxes and generator sets
• New bow thruster unit
• New bulbous bow
• LED lighting

• New sewage system and holding tank
• New electrical cabling systems
• Complete blasting of hull and
superstructure
• Removal of asbestos
‘At BC Ferries we are always looking for
new and innovative ways to promote our
environmental stewardship as well as
reduce our costs,’ said Mark Collins, BC
Ferries’ Vice President of Engineering. ‘On
the Quadra Queen II project, we applied a
new technology underwater hull-coating
that used less paint and doesn’t require full
blast cleaning at subsequent dry dockings.
‘The low friction surface means fuel
savings which translate into a reduction of
CO2 emissions and operational costs. We
also removed all asbestos from the ship,
improving the quality of the environment
for our passengers and crews.’
BC Ferries spends between $80 million
to $120 million in a year in BC on
maintenance, refit and major capital
projects. In the past five years, BC Ferries
has spent approximately half a billion
dollars in BC on its fleet. 0

The collagen sheathing that surrounds
the muscle fibres of red meat break down at
80ºC so beef should always be cooked
quickly and over high heat to avoid
becoming tough, hence the grill. (Fish do
not have collagen covering their muscles.)
This also means that the outer layer is
sealed and dried by the cooking process and
in turn that implies that cooked meats taste

better if they are allowed to rest for several
minutes before consumption, to allow the
juices sealed in the meat to osmotically
migrate toward the dried surface.
As chef John McDoual noted sixty years
ago: a good piece of beef does not require
marinating or beating (or mincing). If it is
tough, pot-roast it slowly, then beat your
butcher. 0
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GSA Auto Rentals
Book with the best!
Pick-Up from
Swartz Bay Ferry Terminal &
Victoria Airport

Monthly from $625
Weekly from $205
Mention this ad for discount

Rent

Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Minivans

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788

MARINE

REAL ESTATE
Cortes Island. 72.5 acres. Seven 10acre shares, waterviews, garden sun.
2 of 7 shares on deposit. $80,000 per
share. Dick Hayes 1-250-935-6612

Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

www.islandmarine.ca

GETAWAYS
For your Victoria getaway: fully
modern furnished one level heritage
downtown loft. Trendy location steps
to inner harbour, Chinatown,
shopping,
entertainment:
www.victoriavacationapartment.com
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FOR RENT
Saturna Island. Two bedroom, like
new, house for longterm rental.
Fireplace, deck, washer/dryer, fridge,
stove, dishwasher. No smoking.
$850/mo+ utilities. 250-539-2975

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
PATRICK!
NUCLEAR from page 3
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• Foreshore Applications
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Ross Walker
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PLUMBING SERVICES
New Construction
Renovations

Pumps, Filters,
UV Lights
Rainwater Collection
Docks & Marina
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www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599
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- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island
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Chris West
Dive Services
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Bowen Plumbing
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Jesse Bowen, Gas Contractor
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dropping water are all making desperate
efforts to save lives. Please God they
succeed. The back-up system to the backup system is now the grace of God. The
technology has failed.
What should governments in Canada
do: Stop issuing bland reassurances that
only serve to undermine public confidence.
Be prepared to handle radioactive fall-out
should it reach us. Mobilize to intensify
radiation monitoring, especially dairies.
We prepared for the H1N1 epidemic at a
cost of millions. Precaution now and
preparedness is only reasonable. Let us
hope that, as with H1N1, we over-prepare.
And, launch a full public inquiry into the
nuclear industry in Canada. After billions in
tax payers’ subsidies, we have never had a
public debate. It is long overdue.
We should also probe for answers about
reactor safety just south of the border. In
Hanford, Washington State, there is a
commercial reactor and a huge amount of
nuclear waste, some dating back to the
Manhattan Project, reside.
What each of us can do: send help to
Japan. Hold on to hope that all the
uncertainties will resolve to avoid full
breaching of containment and full
meltdown. By the time you read this, we will
likely know the outcome.
Elizabeth May, Order of Canada, is leader
of the Green Party of Canada and a
current board member of the Nuclear
Information and Resource Service in
Washington, D.C. Check their website for

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198
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for radioactive fuel rods that have exceeded
their useful life in generating electricity, but
which still generate nuclear activity, appear
to have also lost the water that keeps them
from melting. Those swimming pool-like
storage areas were not within containment.
The same is done in Canada. Swimming
pool-like storage of nuclear waste that, if
uncovered, represents a significant risk of
radioactive accident, is located next to
reactors.
Four nuclear reactors at Fukushima
appeared to have been melting down and at
least one reactor was reported by US
officials to have lost containment. Also
melting down was the spent fuel, having
lost its water cover. It was never in any form
of containment structure. One of the
reactors has been using MOX fuel (mixed
uranium plutonium oxide fuel, which
increases the range of dangerous
radionuclides).
The risk of future cancer deaths in
nearby populations is growing. Even these
are not worst-case scenarios. If the reactor
fuel were to melt through the bottom of its
steel containment, and then reach the water
table, the explosion would be catastrophic.
It has been called the ‘China Syndrome.’ It
could render a huge area permanently
uninhabitable. It has never happened.
As serious as the accidents were at Three
Mile Island and Chernobyl, what is
happening in Japan right now has the
potential to be far worse. Those valiant fifty
workers and government helicopters
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SMART METERS from page 1

Eat Early & Late or Late &
Early

The continuous monitoring of the
customer’s electricity consumption is also
expected to make possible ‘voluntary timeof-use rates’, which means that electricity
used at a peak time of day—breakfast-time
and suppertime, for example—will be
charged at higher rates. This sort of thing is
expected to provide an incentive to
customers to rearrange their electrical
energy usage to avoid peak times. To assist
them in doing this, the smart meter can
transmit data to an in-home readout so the
customer can see how much electricity is
being used at any particular time. (Sure
beats going outside to see how fast the meter
is going around! But will they tell us how to
beat the expensive peaks before we are
paying for them?)
Conservation encouraged by time-of-day
rates and customer readouts is expected to
save BCHydro some $330 million, in PV
terms. However, BCHydro is quick to
emphasize that the business case for smart
meters does not depend on whether
customers will economize on electricity.
Combining all the savings, BCHydro
estimates that the PV of benefits is $520
million more than the cost of the smart
meter program.

How Smart Meters Work
Each meter essentially has its own
cellphone, through which it reports to
BCHydro periodically how much electricity

its customer is using. Hydro says that the
total transmission time is just a few minutes
a day. It’s radio frequency transmission, not
microwave. Transmissions are encrypted,
like bank transactions on the internet. Only
a small amount of historical data is stored
in the meter itself, so a mobile hacker can’t
learn much about your electricity use.
Is it a strong signal? BCHydro says no; in
terms of microwatts per square centimeter,
it’s only about double the strength of a
through-the-air TV station signal. It is
saying that there’s very little radiation. John
Blatherwick, former Vancouver Chief
Medical Health Officer, now working for
BCHydro, claims no health affects.
However, people are asking questions.
Some anticipate that their health will be
affected by radiation. A group has formed on
Salt Spring, Gulf Islanders For Safe
Technology (250-537-8899).

EconomicallyWorth Doing?
That question hasn’t been asked much,
given that the Utilities Commission, which
has the power to ask awkward questions,
was prevented by legislation from asking
about this scheme.
An obvious question seems to be whether
it’s actually a worthwhile business decision—
and that all comes back to that estimate of
power lost to theft, and grow-ops.
(Just a thought: we know that grow-ops
are important to the BC economy—aren’t
they deserving of the same sort of subsidy
as BCHydro has been forced to give to runof-river power?) 0
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Youʼd be a bit surprised to find 22 large deer grazing univited at the bottom of your garden. This herd species was not scared off by a close-up
photographer. On Mayne Island where feral fallow deer have become an enormous problem (the progeny of escapees from a one-time deer ranch), the
creatures are reaching crisis populations. Recently a community meeting was held to find a solution. DeCourcy Island also has a problem with deer.

Changing Culture One Party at a Time ~

P

eople learn their world-view as
children, from parents, family and
peers. In order to change culture,
changing interactions with children is
paramount. As a parent, I want to model
and instill in my child a respect and love for
the natural world and an awareness of the
effects of our actions on our environment.
I manage fairly well on a day-to-day
level—together we look after chickens,
plant seeds, watch the moon, harvest and
eat organic food.
It is the holidays and special events that
have been a challenge. These are the times
when the outer consumer culture intrudes
with expectations of excessive gift-giving,
sugar consumption and waste.
Since our North American lifestyle and
economy are firmly based in consumption,
it is understandable that every holiday is
littered with stuff. At Hallowe’en there are
candies, costumes and decorations to buy.
At Easter, it’s chocolate and ‘stuffie’
animals. Christmas is the classic glut of
material overload (with average spending
on gifts ranging from $300 to $700)
accompanied by a similar glut of
decorations, parties, sweets, meats, and
alcohol. And Birthdays come in right next
to Christmas for compulsive consumption.
I find it interesting that these holiday
traditions are focused on children and yet
it often takes several years to train children
to appreciate and expect the level of
consumption and waste we adults want to
shower them with.
When my daughter was two, I noticed
that on Christmas day, the adults were all
gently pushing her to open the next present
when all she wanted to do was engage fully
with the present in front of her. So I
decided to remove the expectation to open
gifts within a set time, and instead
encouraged her to really enjoy each present
until she felt ready for another… that day
or another day. We have also strictly
limited gifts, since even one gift from each
of her family adds up to quite a lot of stuff.
Christmas is now calm, pleasant and

engaging for the whole family.
At birthday parties, I have noticed little
toys from ‘goodie bags’ are often left behind
by departing guests. I have seen parents
coaching their children in the proper level
of excitement over each gift they receive.
And I have seen the great heaps of torn
packaging, paper plates, popped balloons
and candy wrappers that litter the birthday
house afterward.
When I think about the kind of culture I
want my daughter to learn from me, I
imagine a culture of connection and
cooperation with other people, where there
is compassion, laughter and creativity. This
is not the kind of culture I see when
children are butting heads to get their
hands on the most candy from the piñata.
I do not see it when the birthday child is
tearing wrapping paper off over-packaged
plastic toys and tossing them aside to grab
for the next present. I also don’t have a
budget of hundreds of dollars for
disposable dishes, mini-candy bars and gift
bags for guests.
Still, as a parent, I want to give my child
that feeling of a special ‘treat’ for holidays
and for her birthday. After attending
another child’s birthday, I asked my family
how to accomplish creating that special
birthday feeling without having presents.
After all, I said, we already have more stuff
than can fit in the available space and we
are constantly trying to give things away so
that toys, books and papers don’t
completely overwhelm us.
Some suggestions: request only recycled
gifts (help other children clean out their
rooms), suggest a song or performance as
a gift, accept only plants or seeds as gifts,
have the birthday child choose a special
outing or event to go to, play games that
allow the birthday child to be in charge,
give the gift of time and attention.
With my daughter’s full agreement, we
implemented the following plan for her
sixth birthday. We invited six of her friends
(I have found that it really does work best
to invite one child for each year). I called

Milled
Toll Free 1.877.826.5461
www.tamlinhomes.com

Reina LeBaron

people by phone so there were no wasted
paper invitations. I asked them not to bring
presents, but allowed them to bring a card
(especially if made by the child) and asked
them to also bring a snack to share
(especially if the child helped make it).
We set up a hay-bale maze in the barn
and hid hard-boiled farm eggs amongst the
bales (treasure hunt!). Then we played
some outdoor games and danced the
‘Barnyard Dance’ (with live music thanks
to a friend with a fiddle). Back inside we
had chips, popcorn, muffins, pretzels, pop,
cake and home-made berry ice-cream.
After food, we played ‘drop the clothes-peg
in the bottle,’ ‘bounce the ball into the
basket’, and a silly card game called ‘Pig’
(no prizes or competition needed). As the
guests left we offered each one a sandwich
bag of dried fruit and gummi berries, and
a balloon.
Total cost: approximately $20 for food
and the package of balloons. Total nonrecyclable waste: three chip bags and some
muffin papers. Total enjoyment for the
children: off the scale! My daughter really
enjoyed planning the party, helping hide
eggs, wearing a party dress, having special
foods, playing with a bunch of friends and
generally being the center of attention. She
didn’t miss getting presents. Truly, children
want connection and attention far more
than consumption.
I feel really good about gently setting the
bar for other parents. I have noticed how
we get ideas from each other’s parties. I
want these ideas to spread! I think I
demonstrated that it is the time together,
doing something fun and sharing some
good food that makes a birthday party
special. (And, yes, the cake and candles
too.) In the long term, when the children
become parents, they will remember the
fun of their childhood parties and try to
replicate that for their own children. So I
live in alignment with my values, take care
of the earth, celebrate my daughter’s birth,
and even change our culture, just one party
at a time. 0
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New planning director
for Islands Trust

The Islands Trust has appointed a new
Director of Local Planning Services, a senior
position in the organization and one that
supervises professional planning staff in three
offices.
‘I am delighted to announce that David
Marlor will be joining our management team
in this key role,’ said Linda Adams, Chief
Administrative Officer of the Islands Trust.
‘During his sixteen years with the Islands
Trust, David has demonstrated an
exceptional knowledge and understanding of
local planning matters with the analytical and
communication skills to make them relevant
to our Island communities. His work ethic is
legendary and his leadership skills have
enabled him to effectively and diplomatically
resolve both internal and external challenges.
David has consistently acted as a mentor for
other staff, a willing problem-solver and a
collaborative team player with all parts of the
Islands Trust.’
Marlor started with the Islands Trust as
Planner in the Salt Spring Island office in
1995, gaining a broad range of experience in
island planning. In 1997, he accepted the
position of Senior Planner in the Victoria
office. That position evolved considerably
over the years, as Marlor took on
responsibilities as Regional Planning
Manager for the Northern Islands and more
recently for the Southern Islands.
Prior to working at the Islands Trust,
Marlor held planning positions with a
number of organizations both private and
public, including City Spaces Consulting and
Alberta Municipal Affairs. He has a Diploma
in Urban and Regional Planning, a Bachelor
of Arts in Honours Geography and a Master
of Arts from the University of British
Columbia’s School of Community and
Regional Planning.
Marlor replaces Mac Fraser 0n April 1.
Fraser, who has been the Islands Trust’s
Director of Local Planning Services for the
past four years, leaves the Islands Trust at the
end of March to take on a new role as Chief
Administrative Officer of the Powell River
Regional District. 0
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