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Mount Denman, ‘Canada’s Matterhorn,’ presides over Desolation Sound Marine Park. This May, the Museum at Campbell River is offering a rare opportunity to explore this
area of the BC coast with historian Jeanette Taylor, aboard the historic Columbia III. See www.mothershipadventures.com for details.
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Robocalls shock Canada ~Elizabeth May, MP

n May 2, 2011, Election Day, we
had reports and complaints
throughout the day that some
voters had received bogus phone calls
claiming to be from Elections Canada. The
calls conveyed the information that a polling
station had been moved and that the voter
should instead go to… (fill in the blank).
Elections Canada was very helpful in
issuing a statement to the press to deny that
it had made any such calls. Hourly
newscasts throughout the day urged voters
to ignore any phone messages and to,
instead, rely upon the voting card received
from Elections Canada in the mail.
Clearly, the voters of Saanich-Gulf
Islands persisted in finding the correct
polling station. A very impressive 75% of
voters got to the polls in our riding. Other
than one small riding in PEI, we had the
highest level of voting of any riding in
Canada.
Nevertheless, for the people I talked to on
Election Day, who were frustrated and
angry about being sent on a wild goose
chase for their polling station, the matter
was serious. I certainly took it seriously.
Someone or some organization had made
an effort to thwart citizens’ right to vote. This
is a criminal offence under the Elections Act.
It strikes to the heart of our democracy.
Once the election was over, as leader of
the Green Party, I received reports from all
over the country. It was clear that the use of

misleading phone messages had been used
in ridings across Canada. On May 19, 2011,
I wrote the head of Elections Canada to
request a full, independent inquiry into
efforts to obstruct full, fair and free elections.
Who knows how long it would have
remained invisible as an issue of concern?
Fortunately, Stephen Maher, an impressive
journalist who had recently left the Halifax
Chronicle Herald to work for Postmedia,
did what so few reporters do these days. He
dug and dug to get at the truth. His story on
the ‘robocalls’ was published February 24 in
the Ottawa Citizen. In it, he documented
not only that many ridings had been
affected, he also explained how it was done.
A company that does a lot of work for the
Conservative Party, RackNine, had used
cell-phone technology to deliver the socalled ‘robocalls’ into Guelph. The Ottawa
Citizen story identified over two dozen
ridings in which the black ops robocalls had
been used.
The Conservatives put forward a young
staffer who had been part of the Guelph
campaign. His efforts in Guelph included
the attempt to grab a ballot box and run off
with it at an advance poll on the university
campus. He claimed the returning officer
had no right to make it possible for students
to vote on a special day on campus. That one
biographical note certainly suggests he was
not impressed with the nearly sacred right
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ROBOCALLS, please turn to page 3
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First of Vancouver–China oil tankers ~ Patrick Brown

he first oil shipment to China from
the Westridge terminal in Burnaby
has been confirmed by Cenovus
Energy, a major tar sands producer. A halftankerload shipment of 250,000 barrels of
diluted bitumen left Canada in midFebruary.
Currently, some 80 tankers per year load
at Westridge and travel out through Second
Narrows, Vancouver Harbour, the Gulf
Islands and the Strait of Juan de Fuca.
The crude destined for China reached the
Westridge terminal at a rate of 12,000
barrels/day via the Trans Mountain pipeline
from Edmonton. The ‘firm service’ contract
to use the pipeline came into effect late last
year, and was initially used for ‘spot’ crude
sales to California refineries.

O

Cenovus CEO Brian Ferguson said that
the initial China shipment was important in
establishing that tar sands crude could be
acceptable to Chinese refineries. ‘It’s
allowing us to get tidewater pricing off Brent
so there’s a significant uplift per barrel in
terms of price realization,’ he said.
This means that Cenovus attained a
higher price for the oil than they would have
received by shipping it to markets in the
central US (For details on oil pricing, see 9).
California refineries are not connected by
pipeline to the rest of the US, so they also
pay Brent-based prices for crude oil. Both
Californian and Chinese refineries can
process the heavy oil from the tar sands.
In addition to the Westridge terminal,
OIL SHIPPING, please turn to page 2

Salt Spring Garry oak woodland protected

ne of the most threatened areas in
British Columbia within the
Coastal Douglas fir biogeoclimatic
zone, on Salt Spring Island, is now
protected. Known as the Mount Maxwell
and Burgoyne Bay protected areas, BC
Parks and The Nature Trust partnered in a
joint agreement where BC Parks provided
$310,000 toward The Nature Trust’s
purchase of a privately owned 22.3 hectare
waterfront property.
On February 18, Environment Minister

Terry Lake and The Nature Trust of BC
announced the agreement, which will
provide protection for the largest stand of
Garry oak woodland in Canada. The area is
home to an abundance of birds including
Great Blue Herons, as well as bats,
butterflies, reptiles and amphibians.
‘This 22.3 hectare waterfront property
was a priority due to its natural richness and
proximity to our other conservation
holdings. Working with our partners we
WOODLAND, please turn to page 5

SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes outside or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Nanaimo—VI Conference Centre

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Nanaimo—Crnr Island Hwy @ Hammond Bay Rd

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Avenue

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd CO-OP

Campbell River—Willow Point Village
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Day

7
WE
8
TH
9
FR

10
SA
11
SU

12
MO
13
TU
14
WE

Time

0459
1057
1632
2257
0525
1137
1726
2337
0553
1218
1821
0018
0623
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1920
0101
1656
1347
2023
0148
0731
1436
2134
0243
0810
1529
2252
0352
0856
1627

MARCH

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

14.4
7.9
13.8
4.3

4.4
2.4
4.2
1.3

14.8
6.6
13.8
5.2

4.5
2.0
4.2
1.6

15.1
5.2
14.1

4.6
1.6
4.3

6.2
15.4
4.3
14.1

1.9
4.7
1.3
4.3

7.5
15.4
3.3
13.8

2.3
4.7
1.0
4.2

8.5
15.1
3.0
13.8

2.6
4.6
0.9
4.2

9.8
14.4
3.0
13.8

3.0
4.4
0.9
4.2

10.8
13.8
3.3

3.3
4.2
1.0

Day
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0012
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0954
1733
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FR
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1111
1842

17
SA
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SU
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0912
1406
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MO

0350
0954
1513
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20
TU

0421
1030
1609
2222
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WE

0448
1104
1658
2301

22
TH

0513
1137
1744
2338

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

14.1
10.8
12.5
4.3

4.3
3.3
3.8
1.3

13.8
11.2
13.1
3.6

4.2
3.4
4.0
1.1

14.1
10.2
12.1
4.6

4.3
3.1
3.7
1.4

14.4
9.5
12.1
4.6

4.4
2.9
3.7
1.4

14.4
8.5
12.5
5.2

4.4
2.6
3.8
1.6

14.4
7.5
12.8
5.6

4.4
2.3
3.9
1.7

14.1
6.6
13.1
6.2

4.3
2.0
4.0
1.9

14.1
5.9
13.5
6.9

4.3
1.8
4.1
2.1

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME: STARTS MARCH 11

“

As your Member of Parliament, I am proud
to be your voice in Ottawa, and I am happy to
assist you with federal issues aﬀecting your life.
Please contact me if I can be of service.
Elizabeth May, O.C.,
M.P., Saanich-Gulf Islands

”

Constituency office open
for public service
10am–4pm, Tuesday–Friday
www.elizabethmaymp.ca

Elizabeth May, Member of Parliament, Saanich–Gulf Islands

9711 Fourth St. Sidney BC V8L 2Y8 Tel: 250-657-2000 | Elizabeth.May@parl.gc.ca

Constituency office open to serve you:
conscientious, caring, non-partisan service

AT FULFORD HARBOUR
Day

7
WE
8
TH
9

FR

10
SA
11
SU

12
MO
13
TU
14
WE

Time

0445
1018
1549
2211
0506
1055
1653
2250
0529
1136
1757
2331
0554
1220
1904
0014
0621
1308
2016
0102
0652
1359
2134
0158
0726
1455
2258

0311
0806
1555

Ht./ft.

10.5
6.6
9.5
3.6

MARCH

Ht./m.

10.5
5.6
9.8
4.3

10.8
4.3
9.8
5.2
10.8
3.3
9.8
6.2
10.8
2.6
9.8
7.2
10.8
2.3
9.8
7.9
10.5
2.0
9.8
8.9
10.2
2.3

3.2
2.0
2.9
1.1
3.2
1.7
3.0
1.3
3.3
1.3
3.0
1.6
3.3
1.0
3.0
1.9
3.3
0.8
3.0
2.2
3.3
0.7
3.0
2.4
3.2
0.6
3.0
2.7
3.1
0.7

Day

15
TH
16
FR
17
SA
18
SU
19
MO
20
TU
21
WE
22
TH

Time

0019
0453
0856
1659
0127
0648
1006
1807
0220
0803
1138
1911
0303
0851
1312
2006
0337
0929
1434
2055
0406
1002
1537
2138
0430
1032
1635
2218
0451
1102
1727
2256

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

10.5
8.9
9.2
2.6

3.2
2.7
2.8
0.8

10.2
8.9
9.8
2.6

10.5
8.2
8.9
3.0
10.5
7.5
8.9
3.3
10.5
6.9
8.9
3.9
10.2
6.2
8.9
4.3
10.2
5.6
9.2
4.9
10.2
4.9
9.2
5.6

3.1
2.7
3.0
0.8

3.2
2.5
2.7
0.9
3.2
2.3
2.7
1.0
3.2
2.1
2.7
1.2

3.1
1.7
2.8
1.5
3.1
1.5
2.8
1.7

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations

On Time & On Budget
www.islandtides.com

Ross Walker
250-537-9710

The first Gulf Islands 2011 census figures came out in
February, giving overall population and housing changes
since 2006. It’s not easy to generalize from these early
statistics.
Most Strait of Georgia islands seem to have lost some
population since the previous census, but Salt Spring, North
Pender, and Bowen made gains, and Gabriola showed
almost no change. The biggest percentage gain in the
Islands Trust Area, surprisingly, was Lasqueti, an island
without a vehicle ferry.
A loss of population on South Pender balanced North
Pender’s gain. As a total, the Trust Islands showed a gain of
a little less than 1% in five years.
Outside the Islands Trust Area, Cortes Island (a double
ferry connection) showed a loss of 3.4%, Texada showed a
4.9% reduction, whereas Read Island showed a 30% gain,
once again an island with no ferry. The loss at Heriot Bay
was balanced by the gain at Quathiaski Cove. A separate
figure for the Quadra’s entire population was not available.
Substantial population gains also occurred on Kuper and
Cormorant Islands. 0

OIL SHIPPING from page 1

the Trans Mountain pipeline supplies Alberta oil to the
Chevron refinery in Burnaby, to a refinery in interior BC,
and to northwest Washington. However, these refineries
must now bid against export customers, who are prepared
to pay more, for crude supplies. The effect of this became
apparent earlier this year when the Chevron refinery, which
has operated in Burnaby since 1935, reported that it had
recently been outbid for some 20,000 barrels/day of crude
oil. The refinery, which employs 250 people, has a capacity
of some 55,000 barrels of crude per day, and supplies about
one-third of the refined products needs of the Lower
Mainland and Vancouver Island. Union employees at the
refinery have been told to expect reduced operations in
March.

3.1
1.9
2.7
1.3

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME: STARTS MARCH 11
Tide Table Courtesy of
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An Island resident not counted in the census: a young bald eagle, after he fledged his Hornby Island nest, July 2011.

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca

ISLAND
Bowen
Denman
Gabriola
Galiano
Gambier
Hornby
Lasqueti
Mayne
North Pender
Salt Spring
Saturna
South Pender
Thetis
Isl. Trust Total:

POPULATION YEAR

2011
3,402
1,022
4,045
1,138
275
958
426
1,071
2,035
10,322
335
201
340
25,570

Cormorant
537
Cortes
1,007
Kuper
446
Read
81
Texada
1,053
527
Quadra (Heriot Bay)
Quadra (Quathiaski Cove) 430
Strathcona RD Area C
2,601

2006 GAIN/LOSS
3,362
+1.2%
1,095
-6.7%
4,050
-0.1%
1,258
-9.5%
294
-6.5%
1,074 -10.8%
359 +18.7%
1,112
-3.7%
1,996 +2.0%
9,780
+5.5%
359
-6.7%
236 -14.8%
372
-8.6%
25,347 +0.8%
485 +10.7%
1,042
-3.4%
361 +23.5%
62 +30.6%
1,107
-4.9%
573
-8.0%
382 +12.6%
2,472
+5.2%

Meanwhile, Kinder Morgan, which owns the Trans
Mountain pipeline, has confirmed its plans to twin the
pipeline from Edmonton, doubling its capacity from
300,000 to 600,000 barrels per day. Estimates are that this
would increase its export shipments through Vancouver
from some 80 tankers/year to 280 tankers/year. This would
make it a major competitor to the Enbridge Northern
Gateway pipeline to Kitimat, which has a planned capacity
of 525,000 barrels per day.
Kinder Morgan has not yet made formal application for
permits to twin the pipeline, but anticipates that as it would
follow the same right-of-way as the existing pipeline, built
in 1957, it would be quicker and cheaper to build than
Northern Gateway. 0

WELL WATER
IS YOUR

SAFE TO DRINK?

This home is only $110,602 to lock up
with a 2ft foundation on your property!

At Trafalgar Homes, we believe the time has come
for AFFORDABLE home options.
If the home of your dreams is one that ﬁts comfortably within
your budget, the licensed builder to choose is

T R A FA LG A R H O M E S

Visit www.trafalgarhomes.ca/it to receive your promotional oﬀer

1-866-971-0239

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1
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Salt Spring youth host 350.org co-founder ~ Sara Miles

tudent leaders at Gulf Islands
Secondary School (GISS) are working
hard to promote their next
community event. In collaboration with the
Salt Spring Forum and the Salt Spring
Conservancy, the Student Government club
at GISS is excited to bring Bill McKibben to
the Island for an exclusive afternoon
presentation on March 27.
TIME magazine called McKibben ‘the
planet’s best green journalist’ and the
Boston Globe said in 2010 that he was
‘probably the country’s most important
environmentalist.’ He is the author of a
dozen books, and his latest book Earth:
Making a Life on a Tough New Planet,
received tremendous reviews. As president
and co-founder of the grassroots Climate
Campaign 350.org, he has mobilized
hundreds of thousands of people to engage
in finding solutions to our changing climate.
Student
Government’s
media
coordinator Maddee Nash, who is in Grade
11, talked to Island Tides about the event
and the work that Student Government
does.
Although students may not yet be
familiar with McKibben’s work, Maddee

said she knows her community is passionate
about the environment and wants to be
informed. Maddee said she is making sure
everyone knows about this unique
opportunity to hear such a renowned
speaker. ‘It’s important to appreciate what
he’s doing for our environment and inform
people about what’s going on,’ she said.
McKibben will be in Vancouver just
hours before his Salt Spring presentation,
and on his way to the US immediately
afterward. Salt Spring Conservancy
member Jean Gelwicks said, ‘We are very,
very lucky. He’s such a big name and he’s
coming from such a long distance.’ It’s
possible this will be the only time Islanders
will hear him speak on Salt Spring.
Attendees are encouraged to purchase
tickets in advance to help with planning,
and, at the event, to give themselves plenty
of time to arrive and park.
Student Government is a dedicated
group of about ten students that focuses on
linking the community and the high school,
and involves students in relevant public and
political events. They coordinated Salt
Spring’s successful All-candidates Debate
during last year’s federal election and an

Photo: Chris Yeski

The worldwide ‘Under 350’ International Day of Climate Action, in 2009, inspired many
coastal communities (the Town of Gibsons is pictured here) to grow the grassroots
movement to reduce atmospheric carbon dioxide to less than 350 parts per million.

provincial politics, as well as environmental
issues. They might not yet be old enough to
vote, but they want to be involved anyway.
For Maddee, ‘It’ll be soon though—next
year,’ she says.
For event details and ticket info, please
see ‘What’s On?’, page 6. 0

awe-inspiring talk by Canadian diplomat
and activist Stephen Lewis. These students
also attend school board meetings, staff
meetings and Islands Trust meetings.
Maddee says that GISS is ‘nothing if not
budding with activists’. GISS students care
about what is happening in federal and

ROBOCALLS from page 1

Think back to the 2008 election. The
night before the vote, NDP supporters
of citizens to vote, but it is impossible that
received automated message calls urging
one person could have orchestrated the
them to get out and vote. Although the NDP
obstruction of the vote in so many ridings
candidate was no longer in the race (he had
across Canada.
withdrawn during the writ period),
Get the training and support you need to find and keep a job in B.C.
The scheme needed more than
his name was still on the ballot.
Job search resources • Personal employment planning • Workshops and training • Specialized services
money. It needed lists of voters
The margin by which
‘The margin by
likely to support Liberals, New
Liberal candidate Briony
which Liberal
Democrats and Greens. And
Penn lost was less than the
candidate Briony Penn
it needed to invent semitotal number of votes for a
plausible poll locations in lost was less than the total
NDP candidate.
non-existent
number of votes for a
hundreds (thousands?) of
Many
people
filed
non-existent NDP
locations. The ritual sacrifice
complaints.
The
matter
was
candidate.’
of a young Conservative will not
pursued aggressively by local
work in this case.
public interest groups. But the
Since the publication of the story,
RCMP and Elections Canada never got to
many more ridings have been identified as
the bottom of it. While many have
places where such ‘voter suppression’
suspicions of who was responsible, without
techniques were used. As well, an employee
evidence, without proof, whoever did it got
of a call-centre in Thunder Bay came
away with a criminal offence.
forward to share her Election Day story. She
I am arguing to national media that the
and her colleagues were given a script to
Saanich-Gulf Islands 2008 example
phone into ridings to tell people their polling
illustrates why we must have a full,
station
had changed
and10.25"
to give them
The Island
Tides
x 2"a new independent inquiry with the powers of
location. The response from those she
investigation necessary to find out who
called—anger, indignation, protestation—
organized the scheme, who paid for it, and
made her suspect the script was wrong. She
who knew about it. This electoral fraud may
went to her supervisor who told her to keep
have altered the results of the 2011 election
calling. She called the RCMP.
from a Conservative minority to a majority.
In Parliament on February 27, I made a
Election fraud is far more serious than
motion for an emergency debate on the
• Eight scheduled flights daily
the Sponsorship Scandal. That was about
For scheduled flight info call
allegations of election fraud. I also made• aNewest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
stealing money; this may be about stealing
public call for a full, open, transparent,
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
an election. We have a right to know.
independent inquiry. The Speaker ruledVancouver Int’l Airport
Postscript
to last
edition’s
• Free Parking
and Free shuttle
to Main
Terminal column: I
against my motion—and a similar one from
SERVICES CENTRES
or Just
visit our website at
S E EMPLOYMENT
A P L A N E S
wrote
about
the
Refugee
Act,
Bill C-4.
• Frequent flyer discounts
Liberal Leader Bob Rae—for an emergency
after
myavailable
column
wentdestinations
to print, Minister
of
LocationsOur
across
B.C. Visit one near you.
• Charter
flights
to other
seairseaplanes.com
Our Islands.
World.
debate.
WorkBCCentres.ca 1.800.663.7867 TDD: 1.800.661.8773
Immigration Jason Kenney introduced a
I believe it is critical to get to the bottom
new version of his bill. It is now C-31. The
of these serious charges. And I think voters
key change is that the bill will only jail
in Saanich-Gulf Islands have a particular
children 16 and older, as well as their
The Employment Program of British Columbia is funded by the
interest in the matter. I also think SaanichGovernment of Canada and the Province of British Columbia.
parents. It is not clear what they intend to
Gulf Islands may have been the pilot project
do with children of refugee claimants under
The
Island
Tides
10.25"
x
2"
for robocall election fraud.
16. I will keep working on these things. 0

Looking for work? We can help.
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Readers’ Letters

Improve Highway Safety

Dear Editor:
Road safety is always a big issue for people, especially
seniors. Anything the Government of BC can do to increase
road safety is obviously a good thing and something we
should be looking at. That’s why I was excited to hear about
a new kind of reflective material being used to make traffic
lines on roads easier to see. Apparently it actually shines
your headlight beam back at you!
I haven’t seen these new reflective lines myself, but
friends who have, on the Sea-to-Sky Highway, tell me
they’re really helpful and even work well on a dark rainy
night. I don’t know why nobody thought of doing this
sooner, but it is a good idea and I would love to see the same
thing done on the Island Highway.
Lesley Bates, Courtenay

FOSP Will Go To Court For

Strathcona Park

From 1911-1988, Strathcona was essentially a commercial
park. In 1988, people finally began to fight to give park
boundaries some real meaning. People wanted a real park,
not a commercial enterprise.
Most of the mining claims in the park have now been
extinguished. There is currently only one operating mine,
and it will eventually close. Commercial logging in the park
has stopped. Lakes are no longer being dammed. These
activities, so damaging to the park, didn’t just stop on their
own, and they weren’t willingly stopped by governments. It
took a huge amount of hard work and the arrests of many
dedicated people to force government to change direction.
The battle continues.
In December, the present provincial government
approved a permit for a high-impact commercial dude
ranch operation in the Bedwell Valley. This operation is
totally unsuitable to a westcoast rainforest valley. It will
harm the park in many ways. The park belongs to the public,
and the government shouldn’t have the right to give the
Bedwell over to serve the commercial wishes of a highimpact private operation.
FOSP will fight this in court. A motivated and very
capable lawyer has been hired. A win will create a valuable
precedent in law. The park is worth it. Please donate at:
www.friendsofstrathcona.org.
These are my own thoughts, and I’m writing this plea on
my own, although I’m also an executive member of FOSP.
Karl Stevenson, Royston

Dear Editor:
The Friends of Strathcona Park have been fighting for
approximately seven years against government moves to
allow a high-impact commercial operation into the Bedwell
Valley in Strathcona Park.
When the Strathcona Park Master Plan didn’t allow the
proposed commercial activity, the government changed the
Master Plan. Although 80-90% of people attending a hastily
contrived government ‘consultation’ process spoke against
it, the government went ahead. When the Strathcona Park
Rural OAP Concerns
Public Advisory Committee (appointed by government)
The
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opposed it unanimously, the government still went ahead.
Regional
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of Nanaimo.
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please
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hydro power, FOSP fought again.
I
don’t
quite
understand
why
the
Regional
District of
Obviously, it takes more than a set of boundaries to
Nanaimo
has
no
authority
over
the
airport
in
Cassidy. I
create a park. To be effective, the boundaries must have
thought
the
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rules
and
regulations
covered
the whole
meaning, and meaning doesn’t come without work. Before
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the 1988 blockade, there were about 250 mining claims in
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what
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Comox
Strathcona. Whole valleys in the park had been logged with
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government approval. Entire watersheds had been
And lastly, you did not advise me on my enquiry about a
dammed to provide hydro power for commercial purposes.
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to operate a (BC-licenced) truck set up as a foodCreeks were polluted, fish were killed, lakes were strewn
service
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all stainless steel etc (like the type used at
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sporting
events)
to sell burgers and dogs at the roadside.
provincial governments.
Thanking
you
in
advance.
Drawing boundaries on a map doesn’t create a park.
Len Walker, Bowser 0

Our quality accommodation includes
Indoor pool, sauna
free parking, in-room coffee,
a convenient location
and a warm welcome.
Stay with us.

from

3110 Douglas St, Victoria BC V8Z 3K4
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre.

1-800-997-6797
www.blueridgeinn.ca
* Single occupancy. Subject to availability. Valid to March 31,2012

www.islandtides.com

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

A cornucopia of gardening resources at a Seedy Saturday: seeds and plants for swap and sale, mushroom-growing demos,
a garden pot exchange, GMO and CETA info booths, and Master Gardeners on hand! Look for your local Seedy Saturday.
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Nanoose Bay, mid-February. Sea Lions await the arrival of their major food source: herring. The darker seals are Californias (left); the large, light brown ones are Stellers.
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Two Harbingers of Spring

very spring, our garden on Lasqueti Island is
brightened by the blossoming of our Red-Flowering
Currant bush, and we aren’t the only ones who enjoy
it. The Rufous Hummingbirds, returning from Central
America, appear within a few days of the first currant
flowers in late March, and the
iridescent flashes of their red throats,
as they hover to sip at each flower,
outshine the currant blossoms.
Fueled on high-test flower nectar,
the male Hummingbirds perform
their aerobatic display; they fly
straight up, hover for a second, zoom
down with an alarming buzz-whistle
like a Stuka dive-bomber, then swoop
off to the side at the last split-second.
One April 19, even before I opened
my eyes, something felt strange. The
robins were singing their customary
5am chorus, but they sounded
muffled, as if someone had turned the
treble way down.
As soon as I looked out the
window I could see the problem—an Photo: Laurie MacBride
inch-and-a-half of snow was blanketing the ground and
burdening the tender green leaves of all the trees and shrubs
in our garden. Late April, in the supposedly sunny Gulf
Islands? The heavy, white frosting on our red-currant
flowers made me think, ‘How are the hummingbirds going
to feed with the flowers covered in snow? Won’t the icy air
freeze their tiny bodies?’
A quick internet search smartened me up on this score—
postings by dozens of bird-lovers testify that Rufous
Hummingbirds often survive two or three days of freezing
temperatures. In very cold weather they may disappear to
some secret place for a few days, re-emerging when the
weather warms up.
By 9am the clouds vanished and the sun ventured out. I
walked in the garden, enjoying the rainbow dazzle of
morning sun refracted through water droplets hanging from
every twig and flower. Stopping at the Red-Flowering
Currant bush, I saw the flowers hanging at the ends of the
twigs in clusters of ten or a dozen, like bunches of grapes,
glistening in the sun like a dish of strawberries topped with
whipped cream. Each flower, no bigger than a finger tip, has

- Doug Hopwood, Lasqueti Island

five tiny petals opening in a simple circular trumpet.
The exceptional comeliness of this plant quickly made it
a favourite with gardeners in temperate climates. When
botanist-explorer David Douglas brought it back to England
in 1827, the sales of this plant alone paid the bills of his twoyear expedition in North America.
And yet, for many years, RedFlowering Currant (Ribes sanguineum)
was a prophet without honour in its own
country. Beginning in the 1920s and
lasting into the 1950s and ’60s, there was
a systematic, government-sponsored
program to annihilate this plant
throughout its native range.
The
motivation
for
this
phytogenocide was that plants of the
genus Ribes are the host of one life stage
of the fungus Cronartium ribicola,
commonly known as White Pine Blister
Rust. This fungus is originally from Asia,
where it is a relatively minor pest that
affects all species of pine trees that have
five needles per bundle. But when it was
accidentally brought to British Columbia
almost a century ago, it rapidly proved itself a devastating
enemy of the North American five-needle pines.
In the words of forest pathologist Dr Jim Worrall, ‘The
pathogen moved to Europe in the early days of plant
movements. It was introduced on seedlings of Pinus strobus
(eastern white pine) from Germany into eastern North
America about 1898 and on eastern white pine seedlings

WOODLAND from page 1

have put the pieces together,’ said Linda Hannah, BC
regional vice-president of the Nature Conservancy of
Canada. The land has been leased back to BC Parks to be
included in the Mount Maxwell Ecological Reserve. This
transaction completes land conservation efforts spanning
more than a decade in the Burgoyne Bay/Mount Maxwell
area.
The Coastal Douglas fir biogeoclimatic zone applies to
less than one-half of 1% of the provincial land base. Almost
half has been converted for human use such as residential
development, roads, industry and agriculture. All known
ecosystems within this zone are listed by BC’s Conservation

from France into Vancouver in 1910.
‘Why on earth,’ you might ask, ‘were seedlings of a
species from North America grown in Europe and shipped
to America for planting? The US had been cutting its forests
rapidly and rapaciously, and was just beginning to realize
that it needed to focus more effort on forest management
and reforestation. Europeans had long established nurseries
and knew how to produce seedlings, so much of the early
production was done there. Unfortunately, some of the
seedlings were infected before being shipped back.’
From its introduction at Vancouver, the disease spread
rapidly into the old-growth forests of North America, killing
many of the massive and valuable white pine trees—
mainstays of the powerful and profitable lumber industry.
Large-scale ‘Ribes eradication’ programs were set up in
Canada and the US. In the Hungry Thirties, it was seen as
an ideal make-work project for unemployed men: hard
physical labour that didn’t compete with any enterprise that
private business might be inclined to venture into. It also
took the men to bush camps, away from the cities and the
temptation to get together and wave the red flag or other
shenanigans insalubrious to capital.
According to Worrall, ‘For up to about 50 years in the
middle of the 20th century there were substantial programs
in parts of the United States to eradicate Ribes species in
areas where white pine growth was important. The project
was military in its size, scope and organization.’
The Ribes eradication program was conceived during a
time (not altogether past) when forest management was
entrusted mainly to engineers trained in the mechanics of
logging. Maybe it’s no surprise that people whose daily
SPRING, please turn to page 7

Data Centre as being endangered, threatened or of ‘special
concern’.
The Nature Trust acknowledges that this conservation
achievement was not only a collaborative process with BC
Parks, it was also made possible through the generosity and
support of the private property owner, individual donors
and the Government of Canada through the Natural Areas
Conservation Program as facilitated by the Nature
Conservancy of Canada. BC Parks provided funds from the
Pacific Marine Heritage Legacy Trust account, a fund set up
to acquire lands in the Gulf Islands north of the Gulf Islands
National Park Reserve. 0
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Round the Islands

What’s On?

What A Haul (Of Ideas)!

Single venue: $33.60 or $39.20 with image
Multi-venue: $44.80 or $50.40 with image
Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS

Fridays & Saturdays, March 9-10 & 23-24

Creative Stitches & Crafting Show—over 70 educational
seminars, exhibits, demos,
celebrity speakers, door prizes,
fashion stage, shop till you drop •
VICTORIA MARCH 9-10: Pearkes
Recreation Centre, 3100 Tillicum Road; ABBOTSFORD
MARCH 23-24: Tradex, 1190 Cornell Street • 9am–5pm
daily • Each show: 2-day pass, $10 • Info: 1-855-7231156, www.creativestitchesshow.com • VICTORIA AND
ABBOTSFORD

Saturday, March 10

‘GrowthBusters: Hooked on Growth’—documentary film
screening presented by Pender Film Group and Pender
Community Transition • Community Hall • 7:30pm • All
welcome • PENDER ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, March 10 & 11

BC Log Home, Timber Frame & Country Living Show—
builders, related industries & trades, vacation properties,
furniture, wood care, generators, hot tubs, awnings,
sunrooms, barbeques, watersports, solar and wind energy
• Tradex, 1190 Cornell Street • 10am-5pm • Tickets: $10 •
Info: info@bclogandcountrylivingshow.ca, 1–877–888–7111 •
ABBOTSFORD

Saturday, March 17

Raising the Green—Saint Patrick’s Day FUNdraiser for the
Mayne Island Conservancy • Community Pot Luck Dinner
6:30pm; dance with Compassion Gorilla, 8-piece troupe
of musical magicians, 8pm; silent auction, 50/50 draw,
prizes for ‘Best in Green’ • Agricultural Hall • Tickets $15
at the door, children under 12 free • MAYNE ISLAND

Sunday thru Friday, March 18 thru 23

‘Body Talk’ Dance Workshops—hip hop/salsa fusion
contemporary dance classes for teens and
families, led by Megan Trainer and Warren
Scott, with the Body Talk Cru youth
leadership group • MARCH 18-22: Teen
program 1-4:30pm; Family class 68:30pm • MARCH 23: Performance @
Malaspina Theatre, 7:30pm • Presented by
Crimson Coast Dance Society • Week-long workshop $25;
Friday evening performance $15 • Info: 250-716-3230,
www.crimsoncoastdance.org • NANAIMO

Daily, March 18 thru 25

Spring Break Family Fun Swims—with special fun leader
games and activities, wavepool, waterslide, diving boards,
pirate ship, toddler pool, swirlpool, family changerooms,
steam, sauna & Aqua Terra Cafe • 1-4pm • Saanich
Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat
Bay Hwy at Royal Oak Exit) • Info: 24-hour Swim Info-line
250-475-7620 or www.saanich.ca • SAANICH

Tuesday, March 27

Bill McKibben—special presentation by the co-founder of
the climate action group 350.org • Gulf
Islands Secondary School Gymnasium •
1:15-3pm, doors open 12:45 • Tickets:
$15 @ Salt Spring Coffee, Mouats, Salt
Spring Books, Salt Spring Air, Morningside
Organic Café; $20 @ the door; GISS
students free • SALT SPRING ISLAND

March 30 & 31, April 2 & 3

Enbridge Northern Gateway Project Community
Hearings—the Joint Review Panel will conduct oral hearing
sessions to receive relevant information about the project
• 9am • Open to the public, presenters must have registered
in advance • Comox Community Centre, 1855 Noel Avenue
• Info & live webcasts: www.gatewaypanel.review.gc.ca •
COMOX
islandtides@islandtides.com • 250-629-3660

Lady Minto Hospital Auxiliary Society
announces a new

$2000 Back to School Bursary
Recipients must be mature students from the Southern
Gulf Islands pursuing a career in a health-related ﬁeld.
Applications/Information at the Thrift Store next to The
Driftwood, at the back of Upper Ganges Center. Non-Salt
Spring residents call 250-537-4550 for applications.
Application Deadline: March 30, 2012

www.islandtides.com

Sara Miles

Going Back to School?

Two significant bursaries are currently available to Southern
Gulf Islanders who are pursuing post-secondary education.
The Lady Minto Hospital Auxiliary Society has announced
a new award for students pursuing a health-related career
(see ad, below). Also, the Salt Spring Island Club of the
Canadian Federation of University Women is offering two
bursaries for mature women returning to school. Details for
this award are at www.cfuwssi.ca. Applications for both are
due at the end of March.

Calling All Hometown Heroes

They overcome environmental obstacles. They engage
others in support of a sustainable community. They may be
a neighbour, volunteer group or local business and, to Earth
Day Canada, they’re Hometown Heroes!
Nominations for the Hometown Hero Awards fall under
three prize categories. The Individual Award is a $10,000
cash prize to donate to a local environmental group or cause
of the winner’s choice. Another $10,000 cash prize will go
to support a group’s environmental work. The third is a
Small Business Award that gives the winner permission to
use the Earth Day Canada logo to help market and promote
their business or product. Nominations are due March 30.
For details, see www.earthday.ca/hometown.

SSI Photo Club

Capturing the Island beauty and culture in photographs is a
popular pastime. But where does one go to share those
photos and learn new techniques? One option is the Salt
Spring Photo Club, which hosts monthly meetings for
members to share and reflect upon their themed photos.
This month’s theme is cycling, leading up to the June ‘Velo
Village’ event. The group hosts guest speakers and occasional
workshops, as well as field trips and and potlucks. Members
span a wide age-range and vary from beginners to retired
professionals. More at www.ssphotog.ca.

See The Coast Guard Close Up

A good photo op might be had on March 10, 10:30am, at
Fernwood Dock, Salt Spring Island. Canadian Coast Guard
Unit 25 will be doing an integrated marine and shoreline
search and rescue exercise—the public is welcome to watch.

A

Lots of great ideas came up at the Pender Island
Recreational and Agricultural Hall Association’s (PIRAHA)
February 6 brainstorming meeting. A wide-ranging ‘wish
list’ of 77 items for the Community Hall was generated by
attendees. Permanent art displays? A children’s play area?
Shared office space? How about community composting?
It might not be possible to fulfill all the requests, the PIRAHA
Board says, but it will now work on categorizing and
prioritizing this valued community input.

Not A Waste of Time

The Capital Regional District is seeking representatives for
a Public and Technical Advisory Committee to develop a new
Integrated Solid Waste and Resource Management Plan.
The advisory committee will include representation from
a range of stakeholder groups, including private sector
waste management service providers, non-profit
organizations, businesses focused on waste diversion, the
environmental community and general public. Participation
is voluntary and members are asked to serve on the
committee for up to three years.
See ad, page 10, for details on how to submit an
application for the March 12 deadline.

New Job Search Resource

Beginning in April, Beacon Community Services (BCS) will
deliver a comprehensive set of employment services in
Saanich–Gulf Islands. The new services will be available at
BCS’ current location, which is soon to be a new WorkBC
Employment Services Centre, on Third Street in Sidney and
at a new Salt Spring Island office.
Clients will be individually assessed, provided with access
to training and employment information and opportunities,
and receive the support they need for success in the world
of work.
‘Beacon Community Services has a long history of
helping local clients prepare for, and secure, meaningful
employment,’ Beacon CEO Isobel Mackenzie said. ‘As the
successful proponent in the Ministry of Social
Development’s recent competitive process to select service
providers for the Sidney and Southern Gulf Islands areas,
we’re excited about the opportunity to help clients get and
keep employment under the new Employment Program of
British Columbia.’ (See ad, page 3 for information about
more Employment Service Centre locations.) 0

Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank

lmost! I almost put away the snow-shovel and the
two buckets for watering the chickens when the
automatic waterers freeze. The hats and mittens—
almost packed up—are still out! This last run of not very cold
during the day but freezing at night weather might just be
the last for this winter. The latest I have ever known snow
in our neck of the woods was within the first two weeks of
March. And daylight saving time starts March 11!
Without the threat of below freezing temperatures, I look
forward to pruning the roses right back and filling the
greenhouse with plant starts—all those seed packets start to
come alive! And walking, much more walking as the nettles
spring up. Wandering just a little further is really enticing
as the days get longer and the air is warmer. The crocuses
are up in the garden and a delight when the sun shines and
the petals open wide. One of my favourite sights of spring is
a fat bumblebee roving around the pollen-covered stamens.
I’ve been keeping stretched and fit so that shoveling and

ROCK & GEM
SHOW 2012

March 16, 17 & 18
Leonardo Da Vinci Centre

195 Bay Street Victoria, BC
A learning experience for the whole family
See a wonderful display of crystals and silver being
worked • Gold Panning • Fossil and Precious Stone
Display • Silent Auction • Special Activities for Children •
Door Prize, Gold and Ruby Bracelet • Retailers from
Western Canada • And Much More!
Fri 12:30-8:30pm • Sat 10am–6pm • Sun 10am–4pm

Adults $5, Seniors / Students $4, Family (4) $12 • Kids 5 & under free

Details at: www.islandnet.com/~VLMS
Sponsored by Victoria Lapidary & Mineral Society

raking won’t come as a surprise to my muscles and joints.
Enthusiasm trumps caution often enough; you wonder why
four hours of shoveling leaves you stiff and sore!
On Saturna, the nursery is already open with primroses,
pansies, and other strongly growing plants. Darryl’s Digs is
selling starter soil and potting soil for big-time garden
growers and small-time garden putterers.

Beehives Big & Small

Another big passion of Darryl’s, besides the nursery, is bees.
It is great to have Darryl’s bee operation on the Island. His
four beehives are doing well and have come through the
winter with healthy bees. He plans to have one hive out East
Point way and another in Lyall Harbour this spring. Two
will remain at the one-acre Money Apple Orchard to fertilize
those blossoms when they emerge, pink and grandsmelling, in late spring.
Fertilization matters to all of us who have fruit trees,
squash, beans, cucumbers etc. Seeing Italian honeybees, our
common-or-garden honeybee, firsthand—their social
behavior and the local ants, wasps and birds who prey upon
them—is fascinating. Wild bees and pollinator populations
are declining as well as our Italian honey bees, so less and
less pollination is occurring.
SATURNA, please turn to next page

Independent
Dental Hygiene
in a relaxed setting

Registered Dental Hygienists
offering:
• scaling • root planing
• polishing • whitening
• other services

Celebrating 9 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

250-655-4884

Mayne Island Health Centre fundraiser a winner
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Book Review by Patrick Brown

Common sense
for Canada

‘T

T
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Mayne Island’s tiny, one-bed emergency room will be expanded to better serve the population once the current
fundraising campaign is complete.

he eight-foot-high ‘thermometer’ outside the
Mayne Island Health Centre is warming up!
It’s not measuring the temperature, but the
progress of a major fundraising campaign to expand
the island’s emergency room. Now only $10,000
away from their fundraising target of $100,000, the
Mayne Island Health Care Association is
announcing a huge raffle to move the ‘mercury’ to
the top.
With only 800 tickets to be sold, and a main prize
worth $5,000, ticket buyers need to ‘get’em while
they’re hot!’ First prize is a barbecue for 12 people,
prepared and served by two chefs in the winner’s
own home. After the host and guests have been
served, the chefs will leave the brand new barbeque
with the winner, as well as the leftover food and
drinks! Second prize is $1,000 worth of Watkins
natural home products and five gift certificates to

some of Mayne Island’s best restaurants.
Another prize, designed for off-islanders, is a
stay at the Oceanwood Resort, which includes
dinner for two, a spa treatment, a kayak trip, and
the ferry fare too! The fourth winner will have a
VIP weekend with two nights in a Langley hotel
to attend the barbeque cook-off. Yum!
Please contact millieleathers@shaw.ca or call
250-539-5526, to purchase a $25 ticket, or a
book of five for $100.
The draw will be at the Mayne Island Fall Fair
on Saturday, August 18. Tax-deductible private
donations are welcome too—in December, one
Islander made a $10,000 matching gift,
testament to the community support for this
project. After all, a desperately small emergency
room is not much help when more than one
person desperately needs its services. 0

THESE CALIFORNIA BEEHIVES WILL BE SHIPPED FROM FARM TO FARM TO PROVIDE POLLINATION

he worst thing about new
books is that they keep us
from reading the old ones,’
said Joseph Joubert. Michael Byers’
Intent for a Nation (2007) is one such
book, which hasn’t been overtaken by
more recent events. It’s a slim, straightforward book on
Canadian government policy, written with an over-theshoulder awareness of the influence of the US, and in
particular the George W Bush administration.
The book’s title is derived from George Grant’s 1965 book
Lament for a Nation, in which Grant anticipated that
Canada would be subsumed into the United States, lock,
stock, government and culture. For many Canadians, the
jury is still out on whether this has happened or is still
happening. Few would deny the continuing tendency, even
Byers. But he puts forward convincing arguments for an
independent Canadian policy in today’s areas of controversy
and debate, both domestic and international. In fact, to
Byers, all policy is international.
It’s a mine of common sense on terrorism (‘get a grip’),
Afghanistan, missile defence, nuclear policy, global
governance, climate change, our policy towards the North,
military relations with the US, the prospect of a continental
economy, and finally, global citizenship. In short, a pretty
complete political platform.
Byers is no fan of Stephen Harper’s government, which
he clearly feels is almost subservient to the US. He is,
instead, a Canadian nationalist, and makes it clear that, as
far as he is concerned, Canada has been shirking its role and
responsibilities as a global middle-power. He’s almost
nostalgic for the days of Lester Pearson and Lloyd
Axworthy, and argues convincingly that Canada still has
enough reputation intact to once more play an influential
part in bringing the world to its senses.
The flavour of the book is something like ‘if Canada were
me, this is how it would act.’ If Canada were Byers, it would
be calm, confident, commonsensical; modest, but forceful;
idealistic; engaged with the entire world (as, indeed, is
Canada’s population); polite, caring and independent as
hell.
One thing Byers’ Canada would not be subject to is
displays of passion, and I must say I missed this in his book.
But he is relentlessly positive and firm in his beliefs, and
Intent for a Nation is a useful touchstone in sorting out
policy from politics. It’s good to know Byers is close at
hand—we’ll need him.
Intent for a Nation: What is Canada For? Michael Byers.
Douglas & McIntyre, 2007. $32.95 0
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On our recent trip, just into California from Arizona, we
stopped for the night. In the dusk I couldn’t quite believe
what I was seeing—about 400 beehives stacked on pallets.
The hives were so quiet in the near dark, I wasn’t sure they
were active. Late at night, a trailer pulling a forklift-type
machine came in and unloaded another 400. Early in the
morning the truck came again. By that time the bees, and
the owner from Phoenix, were buzzing around the camper.
Crockett Honey, the owner told us, lies along the
Colorado River Aqueduct, a huge water canal. They keep
about 6,500 hives, which yields them about 640,000
pounds of honey each year from their apiary. In addition,
they buy from smaller producers and market their honey
for them. Within the week, the owner was going to ship the
hives (itinerant beekeeping to fulfill pollination contracts)
and their bees to fertilize almond blossoms that were just at
the required maturity. They were going in tractor-trailers to
Modesto and nearby orchards in central California to

Photo: Priscilla Ewbank

fertilize the vast Blue Diamond almond orchards.
The bees are stored near the canal because they can
easily get to good water and be monitored. Crockett figures
that they lose about 35 % of their hives each year to colony
collapse disorder (CCD). He explained that they feed the
bees pollen cake and do everything else that they think will
fortify the bees and strengthen the bees’ resistance to the
multiple stressors that might be the cause of this pollinator
die-off. Some hives in the stash along the canal would not
be going as they were too weak to travel.
While the price and demand for North American honey
is excellent, he allowed that raising bees is no longer the easy
cash-cow that it had been for as long as he could
remember—the business started in 1945. In the US, there
were estimated to be about 4.5 million hives in 1980 and in
2010 there were estimated to be about 2.4 million hives.
That decline is due to more causes that CCD.
Honey is delicious and pollination a miracle. Hopefully,

SATURNA, please turn to page 8

bread-and-butter is clear-cutting vast swaths of forest would
think to rescue one species by stamping out another.
In the end, it was impossible to kill off the millions of wild
currant and gooseberry plants in the vast forests of the west,
and the project ended in failure. Red-Flowering Currant is
again a popular cultivated ornamental shrub. The heavyhanded, brute force attack on the threat of White Pine Blister
Rust has been replaced by a more subtle approach. Now that
the war on Ribes has been abandoned, it turns out things are
not so bad—white pine is not going extinct either. 0

Salt Spring Island Abattoir
Custom slaughter and processing
of red meat and poultry

e SSI Agricultural Alliance is now looking for
Expressions of Interest and creative proposals from
individuals, groups or other entities who are interested
in running ongoing operations of the abattoir as well as
anyone interested in being part of the operating team
for this exciting new local food venture.
DEADLINE: MARCH 15

For more information, send email or mail to:
annemacey@shaw.ca
SSI Agricultural Alliance
106 Old Scott Road
Salt Spring Island BC V8K 2L6

www.plantofarm.org

www.islandtides.com
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BC Legislature Report

T

Claire Trevena, MLA

(Gulf Islands)

RE: CONSIDERATION OF LOCAL SCHOOL
CALENDAR OpTION FOR 2012/2013

On September 9, 2011 the Board of Education passed
the following motion:
‘It was moved and seconded that in order to give ample
time for public input and discussion, be it resolved the
Board of Education will consult with the community in
accordance with the School Act and the School
Calendar Regulation to seek input and feedback
regarding the proposed Local School Calendar. Written
submissions may be made to the Board throughout the
school year until April 11, 2012. Additionally, time will be
allotted for public input on each island community
immediately following the Regular Public Board meeting
held on each island. Proper notice will be given in each
community as to the time and date of these meetings.’

Further opportunities to provide feedback include:
• Email through http://www.sd64.bc.ca. Click on ‘Local
School Calendar Input’;
• Individual written submissions addressed to the
Board of Education, through Dawne Fennell,
Executive Assistant;
• Public Meeting of the Board of Education: April 11,
2012 at Saltspring Island Middle School at 1:00 p.m.

To view the draft calendar to be considered for approval
for 2012/2013 please log into:
http://www.sd64.bc.ca/district.html#nextyear. A draft of
the Preliminary Financial Projections for 2012/2013 will
be available following the March 7, 2012 Board
meeting.
Copies of these documents will also be available at
each school.

www.islandtides.com

SATURNA from page 7

passionate people like Darryl and industries like Crockett’s
will be able to figure out how to assist honeybees to survive.
And we can encourage our wild pollinators.

Those Election Phone Calls

Our federal riding of Saanich–Gulf Islands has made the
news in an item that has current national attention. The
night before the hard-fought 2008 federal election race
between Liberal Briony Penn and Conservative Gary Lunn,
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Chocolate Lily Package $438
Help us support
the preservation of Brooks Point
2 nights, dinner, breakfast, steam cave,
limited edition Purdys Chocolate Bar
and more...
See our website for full details.
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Forestry workers are an integral part of BC’s economy.

members, from sitting on the school board of governors. I
spoke against this as flagrantly anti-democratic and again
questioned the government’s priorities. We should, instead,
have been discussing funding for North Island College and
other post-secondary institutions as well as the high cost of
education for students.
I was able to highlight a positive educational
accomplishment: I told the House about the signing of the
Aboriginal Education Enhancement Agreement in Fort
Rupert on February 24. It is a tremendously positive step;
good quality public education is a great equaliser in our
society.

Claire Trevena is Member of the Legislative Assembly
for North Island: 250-287-5100, 1-866-387-5100,
www.clairetrevena.ca. 0
at least four of us on Saturna Island received phone calls
about 8pm advising us that NDP candidate, Julian West,
who had withdrawn after the ballots were printed but before
he did any campaigning, was actually running and that we
should vote for him.
Knowing this to be untrue, on General Election Day I put
a sign on the General Store’s door saying there was no NDP
candidate running in our riding.
Saturna Island strongly supported Briony Penn. Penn
lost the riding by very few votes—and it might have been a
different outcome without the misinformed NDP voters.
After the election, I reported the Saturna Island experience
to Briony Penn, who had heard of many more such calls.
She pursued it vigorously through Elections Canada but got
nowhere.
In 2011, when incumbent Gary Lunn came to Saturna
for the All-Candidates Meeting I never thought to ask him
about those misleading 2008 phone calls.
Again in 2011 misleading calls were made, country-wide.
It now seems that our current MP Elizabeth May has taken
up the cause of untangling both sets of phone calls. 0
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he provincial government’s latest budget shows that the sale of the liquor distribution warehouses; it appears
the government’s priorities do not reflect the real that Patrick Kinsella lobbied for this latest off-loading of
needs of families or communities, and do not public assets on behalf of a corporate client.
respond to the economic inequalities or environmental
The NDP questioned the lack of commitment to seniors
issues in this province. The BCLiberals claim it was in the budget, despite the government supposedly having a
‘prudent’. For the poor, it is devastating; for the new seniors’ program and in the wake of the scathing report
environment, it’s a crime; and for students, it’s a debacle.
by the Ombudsperson.
It was just a few years ago that the BCLiberals
I raised the serious matter of the lack of money going
painted themselves green ahead of an election.
to protect vulnerable children. Yes, the minister’s
That veneer went this time: the carbon tax is
office is seeing an increase but those parts of the
likely to end and a tax on aviation fuel has
ministry that actually deliver services face a
‘It is no surprise,
been removed.
three-year flatline which, considering
given this reality, that
The budget included continued
inflation, translates into an effective cut for
mills are opening in
spending on the premier’s office and on
the most vulnerable in our society.
political advertising and there were tax
The budget ignores rural communities
China while they are
breaks to some of the BCLiberals’ business
and
our forest base. On the 100th
closing in BC.’
friends. But there is no commitment to deal
anniversary of the BC Forestry Service, and in
with poverty, with our justice system or with
the wake of devastating reports on our forest
the tens of thousands of people who are being
health and sustainability, it was deeply
squeezed out of the middle class and are fast
disappointing to see no renewed commitment to one of
becoming the working poor.
our most basic resources.
The 4% increase in MSP means that a family pays $732
The provincial (independent) Auditor General recently
more today than they did in 2001 for their public health released a report on the health of our forests. It paints a
care. Further, this increase will have a negative impact on picture of wilful neglect of one of our prime resources. Our
school districts, social services and other organisations who forests should be an environmental and economic mainstay
pay MSP on behalf of their employees but are getting no for our province. Nearly two thirds of our land-base is
increase in their budgets.
forested and yet the Auditor General found that the
On health care, I was very disappointed to see that there government has no long-term plan for it. Perhaps the plan
was no mention of Campbell River’s new hospital. I will be is to liquidate the resource as quickly as possible.
following up with the minister about why this is being
During Question Period, I asked about the increasing
ignored when it is a clear priority for northern communities amount of log exports. BC statistics show that 5.5 million
and, allegedly, on VIHA’s priority list.
cubic metres of unprocessed logs were shipped out of the
As I noted in my response to the budget, it gives the lie province last year. That is roughly equal to full trucks
to the premier’s so-called ‘Families First’ agenda. There is stretching bumper-to-bumper from Campbell River to
truly nothing there for families except a risible tax credit for Victoria 137 times. It is no surprise, given this reality, that
those who can afford private sports or arts classes for their mills are opening in China while they are closing in BC.
I am part of a working group in the Opposition Caucus
children; and even that only will amount to about $25.
The HST is staying for another year, adding further to the which is looking at forestry issues. We know we need to
high cost of living for families. And now the BCLiberals are stabilise the industry and create jobs here, using our
going to hold a fire-sale of our public assets: school resource. When the Legislature is not sitting, we are on the
buildings, parking lots and crown land. It’s like selling the road talking with people about what they see as the
family silver. Some of these concerns were raised in opportunities for their communities and the province.
The Legislature has also been focusing on the pending
Question Period.
A particularly troubling issue is the insider lobbying for massive skills shortage. The Liberals have cut funding to
post-secondary education in this budget. We debated a bill
which would prohibit faculty or students, who are union
School District #64

1. Happy International
Women’s Day March 8!
2. Ready those
Hummingbird feeders.
3. Feed the daffodils.
4. Spring the clocks
forward on March 11.
5. Get your green gear
out for St Paddy’s!
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Special Report by Patrick Brown

The ‘energy’ driving oil & LNG exporting

ISLAND TIDES, March 8, 2012, Page 9
An Oil Pricing Primer

arkets for both oil and natural gas in North Northern British Columbia would not go through Henry
The price at which oil is actually traded depends not only
America face the reality of resource supplies that Hub. It is proposed that it would travel by pipeline to
on the benchmark (WTI or Brent) at the time it is actually
are increasingly expensive to extract, and Kitimat. It would still likely be influenced by NYMEX pricing.
delivered, but also on how close the crude oil is to the
Exporting LNG requires considerable energy input for
domestic prices that are held down by oversupply at existing
benchmark’s specification. Discounts depend on how
compression and liquefaction. Conventionally, this process
centres of distribution.
much processing is required, and on the availability of the
Though North American markets for both oil and natural is driven by gas turbines, spun-up by electrical power.
necessary upgrading, refining and processing plant. In
gas are large, prices are competitive. In fact, production British Columbia, anticipating three LNG plants on the
addition to this price adjustment, the actual price will
costs, combined with transportation costs, leave very little north coast, plans to use only BC Hydro-supplied electrical
depend on shipping and pipelining costs.
power—no gas turbines—for at least two of the
profit margin at current continental prices. The
Both North American West Texas Intermediate (WTI)
plants. (Essentially, this is equivalent to the
result, for natural gas, is low or negative
and worldwide Brent benchmark prices are also
export of hydro-electric power; nothing has
profitability; for tar sands oil, the prospect is
‘Enbridge’s
influenced by extensive financial markets which trade in
been said about what BC Hydro will charge
that decreasing profitability may soon
estimates of
‘futures’ contracts: the price of oil for delivery in future
for it—a domestic, industrial, or export
discourage new investment.
economic value of its
months. These contracts may be satisfied by actual
price? It could become a significant
However, for both Canadian oil and
proposed oil pipeline
delivery of the oil, or alternatively by cash payment. The
subsidy.)
gas, better returns beckon through access
depend on raising prices
quantity of oil represented by futures contracts
The object of direct export is, of course,
to Asian markets which are linked to
throughout North America
outstanding can often exceed the total quantity actually
to obtain a higher, Asian price for Canadian
higher, world-wide Brent pricing. The
to Asian levels—for the
delivered in a given time period: besides expectations of
natural gas. There are significant supplies of
price differential between North American
next 30 years!’
supply and demand, the oil futures markets are closely
natural gas from central Asia, delivered through
and offshore markets for both commodities
tied to other financial markets, foreign exchange markets,
LNG facilities or pipelines. And currently there
can be significant enough to make it well
other energy prices, and, particularly in the case of Brent
seems to be potential for oversupply in east Asia (China).
worthwhile making substantial investments in
(traded worldwide), international political and economic
Internal Chinese prices have been around $5/MMBtu, but
unconventional production and operating costs.
news.
the government is now allowing a gradual rise in domestic
Raising North American Prices
The financial tail may be wagging the trading dog.
Selling both oil and gas to Asia at more advantageous world prices, while bargaining for reductions in import prices.
What’s more, there is significant trading in derivatives;
However, recent Asian prices have been as high as
prices would most likely lead to higher prices domestically.
that is, bets on whether the prices of futures will go up or
MMBtu, which includes the price of pipelining from
$13/
Indeed, Enbridge’s estimates of economic value of its
down. To summarize, the benchmark prices for both
proposed oil pipeline depends on raising prices throughout central Asia, or LNG transport from Australia, Indonesia or
Brent and WTI respond not only to actual supply and
Qatar.
North America to Asian levels—for the next 30 years!
demand, but also to widespread speculation.
Now, that’s a big difference from Henry Hub!
New transportation routes to reach Asian markets
require large capital investment and substantial increases
the construction of multi-billion-dollar pipelines.
Benchmark Prices For Crude Oil
in operating costs of pipelines, upgrader plants, or ships.
Better access to world markets operating at Brent-based
The difference between North American crude oil prices
Currently, there is considerable pressure on governments
and offshore prices is not as substantial as the difference in prices would not only make it possible to export US and
to permit the construction of export facilities: over the past
natural gas prices, but it is still enough to provide a real Canadian crude at higher prices, but could also have the
year, we have seen proposals for the US Keystone-XL,
incentive to pipe it to the coast, put it in tankers, and move effect of raising the North American (including Canadian)
Enbridge’s Northern Gateway, and Kinder Morgan’s
price of crude, presently held down to the WTI Cushing price
it to Asia.
Vancouver oil pipelines, and for natural gas pipelines and
benchmark. Similar pricing considerations would apply to
Oil
is
the
world
commodity
most
widely
traded.
There
LNG plants at Kitimat and Prince Rupert. These are multiAlberta synthetic crude and dilbit (diluted bitumen) if it
billion dollar projects, to which must be added the cost of are two major markets where benchmark prices are
established—the price at a confluence of oil pipelines at could be shipped across the proposed Northern Gateway
production facilities and the input energy they require.
Cushing, Oklahoma, where prices are determined for a pipeline through Kitimat. To some extent this might also be
LNG Pricing In North America
specified grade of crude oil termed West Texas Intermediate true of oil shipped down an enlarged Kinder Morgan TransUntil quite recently, liquefied natural gas (LNG) was (WTI), and a wider price, originating in Europe, called Brent. Mountain pipeline through the Westridge terminal in
Burnaby (see article, page 1). It may
imported to North America to augment domestic supply. The WTI benchmark price is
be that such shipments would have
The advent of hydraulic fracturing has led to the production currently around $108/bbl (barrel).
Moving Tar Sands ‘Oil’
of natural gas in many locations across North America. The more widely marketed Brent is Tar sands bitumen is produced by two main a similar price-raising effect on
Because these are connected by an extensive pipeline currently about $126/bbl.
methods: mining and steam assisted gravity Western Canadian crude oil prices.
network, prices have become equalized across the
Commentary
Cushing
experiences
an drainage (SAGD). Both require substantial
continent; in recent years, they have dropped significantly. oversupply of oil, now exacerbated energy inputs in the form of hot water to Any substantial immediate increase
by increasing quantities shipped separate the bitumen—a thick, asphalt-like in shipments of oil and gas to Asia
Fracturing For Natural Gas
from Alberta. In addition, Cushing form of oil—from the sands. Mining is carried will reduce long-term supplies in
For many years, North America’s conventional wells
has insufficient pipeline capacity to out with massive digging machines and North America. Early price rises for
produced generous supplies of natural gas for heating,
suppy refineries along the Gulf of trucks. The resultant tarry sludge is treated North American energy markets,
power generation and chemical feedstocks. As these
Mexico coast, the greatest with hot water. SAGD involves heating the and shortages in the long-term,
reservoirs gradually depleted, horizontal drilling and
concentration of refineries in the water to steam-heat, injecting it into the tar would probably be the result. To
hydraulic fracturing took over. The drilling became
US. These refineries, which sands, and extracting the thick liquid bitumen put it bluntly, continued profits for
more expensive, and the fracturing requires a great deal
currently import from Venezuela from the ground. Both use large amounts of Canadian oil producers can only be
of energy and large quantities of water, sand and
assured at the expense of the rest of
and Saudi Arabia, have to buy at a natural gas to heat large amounts of water.
The resultant bitumen is then either the North American economy.
chemicals. Further, the fractured wells lose pressure
price tied to the higher Brent
‘upgraded’ to synthetic crude oil—really, the
A commitment to the Keystone
benchmark.
rapidly; continued drilling of new wells is necessary to
first
stage
of
refining—or
it
is
mixed
with
XL and/or Northern Gateway
Currently, the flow-reversal of
maintain production levels. All this means that the cost
and
government
the Gulf Coast-Cushing ‘Seaway’ ‘diluent’, a thin liquid derived from natural pipelines,
of continuous production rises steadily.
pipeline to transport crude oil from gas, to render it thin enough to pump through endorsement of the export of oil
Environmentally, increasing numbers of wells
Cushing to the Gulf Coast will pipelines as diluted bitumen, or ‘dilbit’. In cold and gas energy products to China,
require increasing surface areas and gathering pipelines,
increase the supply of WTI-priced weather, either form may require heating to could well limit the future of both
and result in increasing energy use and GHG
oil for refining and potential export make pumping possible. The thicker the the Canadian and the US
production, from drilling, fracturing, and natural gas
at Gulf of Mexico plants. The liquid, the higher the pressure required to economies.
leakage. Fracturing may also be responsible for
To do this, in the face of a future
proposed Keystone XL pipeline, move it, particularly over mountain ranges.
watershed contamination and earthquakes. In northern
which would bypass Cushing Dilbit, being unrefined, also contains quite a in which world energy strategy
BC, natural gas is moved by electrically powered
altogether, would also bring dilbit lot of abrasive material, and might be expected must inevitably find its limits in
compressors, and thus draws on BCHydro’s limited
climate change, is a level of shortand synthetic crude from Alberta’s to be hard on pipelines.
sources of ‘green’ power.
term political foolishness whose
tar sands to the Gulf Coast. The
Natural gas spot and futures prices are set at the ‘Henry
possibility of higher export prices provides the incentive for effect will be felt for generations. 0
Hub’, a confluence of thirteen pipelines at Erath, Louisiana.
Natural gas futures contracts at Henry Hub prices are
An empty freighter rides at anchor in Plumper Sound. Will bigger ships with more hazardous cargo be a common sight in future?
traded on the New York Mercantile Exchange (NYMEX),
and are influential in setting North American prices;
currently, they are in the $2-$3 per million British thermal
units (MMBtu) range.

Avoiding Henry

Asian natural gas prices are quite different and linked to the
Brent oil price. To reach Asia, natural gas for export from

Buying, Selling or Renting on the Gulf Islands?
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TOLL FREE: 1-866-629-3166
www.docksiderealty.ca
www.islandtides.com
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Netting hazardous for herring ~ Pat McLaughlin Angling for more than fish

A

Ralph Shaw

T

Herring trapped under aquaculture netting.

he Denman Island Marine
Stewardship Committee (DIMSC) is
concerned about the impacts to
herring populations from anti-predator
netting placed on beaches by the shellfish
industry.
In a recent letter to the Regional Director
of the Department of Fisheries and Oceans
Aquaculture Division, the DIMSC asked the
DFO to ‘implement the removal of all
shellfish aquaculture industry anti-predator
nets on the Denman Island foreshore prior
to the 2012 herring spawn season
anticipated February to May.’
DIMSC appreciates the two visits and
meetings with DFO staff that took place in
the past six months, but it is time for
preventive action before the next disaster.
Despite our bulging files of reports, photos
and ongoing complaints about this netting,
nothing has been done to address this

Photo: Liz Johnston

environmental hazard by any group or
agency.
In March 2009, DFO was alerted to the
large kill-off of herring during the spawn
season in Baynes Sound. It was documented
by numerous Denman Island witnesses,
including DFO attendees who responded to
reports filed by DIMSC. Thousands of
herring were trapped under the nets, then
suffocated when the tide went out. The fish
were estimated in the thousands and DIMSC
received
consistent
reports
for
approximately a week from all locations on
Denman Island where industry tenures
were utilizing anti-predator netting over
clam beds.
For the past five years, DIMSC has sent
the Ministry of Agriculture, then DFO,
ongoing reports and complaints regarding
the hazardous nature of these nets on
Denman shores. Aerial views show massive

Integrated Solid Waste and
Resource Management Plan

We plan to make the
most of a valuable resource.
JOIN OUR ADVISORY COMMITTEE AND BE A PART OF THE
PROCESS AND PROGRESS OF THIS IMPORTANT PROJECT.
The Ministry of Environment has requested the CRD to appoint a
Public and Technical Advisory Committee (PTAC) to help facilitate the
development of a new Integrated Solid Waste and Resource
Management Plan.

s with all fishing issues, there is
always a lot of bureaucratic fog put
up by government decision-makers
when they look at the real issues considering
the value of recreationally caught halibut to
the people of Canada—the common
property owners of the resource.
I have just read a book called Oceana:
Our Endangered Oceans by Ted Danson
with Michael D’Orso. I submit it has some
important messages for the people who
manage and divide the halibut resource
between the recreational, first nations and
commercial sectors. The book has a global
perspective, while they use many American
examples that I suggest also apply to our
Canadian fisheries.
It was Whit Fosburgh, CEO of the
Theodore
Roosevelt
Conservation
Partnership, who said, ‘For millions of
Americans, the mystery and anticipation
associated with fishing in the ocean provides
a very real and tangible connection with the
natural world around us.
‘Hunters and anglers were the original
conservationists, fighting for public lands,
environmental laws and game regulations
to protect and restore the species they love

to pursue.
‘Today, saltwater recreational angling is
a multibillion-dollar business, employing
400,000 people.’
Gifting the lion’s share of a common
property resource (in this case Canadian
halibut) to the commercial sector is a matter
of public record. The federal government
has just given 85% of the international
halibut allocation to the commercial sector.
In simple arithmetic, 436 Canadian
commercial license holders (just over 1% of
the fishermen) were gifted allocations to
take 85% of the resource. In the meantime,
over 300,000 recreational anglers get 15%
of their own common property resource.
This is not far off the Wall Street ‘one per
cent’ who hold 99% of the wealth.
There is another interesting analogy,
outlined in Oceana, that needs examining:
long distance management of the fishery.
Ottawa is about 3,000 miles away from the
west coast of Canada. The west coast of
Africa is a few thousand miles away from the
European Union, which has over-fished its
coastal waters and is searching the planet
for fishing grounds for its huge subsidized

areas that are covered with nets, despite
Baynes Sound being recognized as a critical
feeding area of ‘global significance’ for
migratory birds.
Many of these nets are poorly secured,
poorly maintained, and often wash ashore
or are fouled in deep water. During spring
and summer these nets are covered in heavy
seaweed growth which makes them
buoyant and hard to secure. The floating
nets are impossible to see just below the
surface and cause a serious entanglement
hazard for fish, animals, birds, boats and
swimmers year-round.
Currently, the shellfish industry covers
over 90% of the coast of west Denman
shoreline, and over 61% of critical bird
habitat feeding grounds in Baynes Sound.
The Baynes Sound Coastal Plan for
Shellfish Aquaculture 2002 clearly states
that the use of anti-predator netting should
not be implemented without a monitoring
program. This has not happened. It states,
‘There is some uncertainty as to severity of
potential effects on birds related to the use

of predator netting, although duration of
impact is likely to be low upon removal of
netting. The Plan recommends that any
approval of new predator netting be subject
to a monitoring program that meets
Ministry of Agriculture, Food, and Fisheries
requirements.’
A study published by Simon Fraser
University researchers in the Journal of
Applied Ecology (2007) concludes that
netting does not necessarily increase
productivity of the clam beds: ‘Farmed sites
showed no difference in mid-intertidal
areas, nor in density of the other 25 bivalve
species, although an increase would be
expected if netting excluded important
predators.’
If you are walking the beach and see
herring caught under netting, let us know
the location. Please call Pat McLaughlin at
250-335-0723 or Edi Johnston 250-3352689. We appreciate the many times
Denman Islanders support us in our
endeavours. 0

HALIBUT, please turn to next page

Water Storage for Rainwater &
Well Water Systems

barrplastics.com
1-800-665-4499

Accredited
Rainwater Systems
Professionals!

To form the committee, we are seeking representation from a wide
range of stakeholder groups, including private sector waste management
service providers, non-profit organizations, businesses focused on
waste diversion, the environmental community and the general public.
Participation is voluntary. Members will be asked to commit to meet for
up to three years. The deadline for applying is March 12, 2012.

COMPLETE LINE OF RAINWATER FILTERS, PUMPS & ACCESSORIES

For the complete committee composition list and application,
visit crd.bc.ca/ptac.

www.crd.bc.ca
www.islandtides.com

BARR Plastics – The Best Prices & Supply for Water Tanks
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Near Sidney & Victoria

Mention this ad for discount

250-655-5038

1-800-809-0788

FREE!

Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No problem!

Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up
also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

RETIREMENT

Heritage Place

FOR SENIORS

EXTRAORDINARY
Food
People
Experience

…deciding what comes
next just got easier…

250.537.8340

www.HeritagePlace.info

MA R INE

MOORINGS

INSTALLED, SERVICED,
MAINTAINED
Dock Chain Inspection
& Replacement

Chris West
Dive Services

250-888-7199/250-538-1667

cdwest@telus.net

On Time & On Budget

• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings

• Ramps • Pile Driving

Comfort

H O M E & P R O P E RT Y S E RV I C E S

STOVES.ca

Time

Wood Burning
Cookstoves
Amish Design
Canadian Built
Airtight
Economical
Sustainable
Renewable fuel

Come Home to Comfort
Lasqueti Island, BC
250-333-8885

Ross Walker

250-537-9710

135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

HELP WANTED

Galiano Island: Help wanted with
farm work from June to end of
August. Tasks include weedeating,
cleanup & garden work. Part time, as
needed basis, $9.50/hr. Contact
koster@gulfislands.com.

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599
- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

Photo: Ralph Shaw

250-246-2155

bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com

steve Richards

250-629-6180/250-888-1303

• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING

TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

18,000
copies of
Call 250-629-3660

commercial deepwater trawl fleet.
They found pay dirt in the offshore
and near shore waters off the west
coast of Africa. Subsequently, deals
were made with coastal countries to
fish their waters, and they were paid
significant money for the privilege. In
the meantime, the local fishers who
fished in small boats soon discovered
that all they could catch were very few
small, undesirable fish. One fisherman
put it as follows as he pointed at his
empty boat, ‘Now the only thing we
catch is water.’
There is a tragic message in this
fiasco. There have been boatloads of
starving refugees from the west coast
of Africa seeking refuge in Europe
through the Canary Islands. Not too
long ago they made a subsistence
living from their homeland marine
waters fishing near shore in small
boats.
You might suggest it is a bit of a
stretch to compare our halibut fishery
to the problems of the developing
countries, but I suggest there is an
appropriate analogy. I would also like
to know who owns the halibut licenses
that get halibut quota and how many
of them are foreign controlled.
One thing is certain: under the

Advisory services for
Water Wells
Aquifers
Groundwater

250.658.1701
www.hy-geo.com
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current allocation the recreational
anglers who fish the halibut grounds
of the west coast of Canada will, by
legislation, be allowed to only catch
water about two-thirds of the way
through the season. Much has been
made of the importance of keeping
small
coast
communities’
economically viable. Recreational
fishing through guiding and tourism
are important components of this mix.
During the recent federal election
the prime minister, the minister of
fisheries and our local member of
parliament promised the recreational
fishing sector that the allocation issue
would be rectified. They have failed us.
Maybe central governments far
removed from the coast feel
comfortable in making these unjust
allocations in the same manner that
countries bordering the west coasts of
Africa justify their misguided
allocations of a common property
resource.
If we lose the connection between
people and the oceans that halibut
angling provides we lose a strong voice
for conservation in coastal British
Columbia. And in these times of
climate change and global warming
we need all the voices we can get. 0

T

BC salmon to be tested

he Canadian Food Inspection Agency
(CFIA) is seeking comments on a disease
surveillance plan for salmon in British
Columbia. The aim of the surveillance is to get a
comprehensive picture of the health status of
salmon in BC. Fish will be tested for three diseases:
infectious haematopoietic necrosis, infectious
pancreatic necrosis and infectious salmon
anaemia.
The CFIA will lead the surveillance with support
from Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO), the
Province of British Columbia and industry. All
testing, as well as any activities undertaken to
respond to confirmed cases of disease, will be
directed by science, international guidelines and
national aquatic animal health requirements.
Approximately 5,000 wild salmon will be
collected per year for a minimum of two years,
starting in the spring of 2012. In addition, the CFIA
will evaluate ongoing, industry-led testing of
farmed salmon.
The design of the proposed surveillance plan
was based on internationally accepted surveillance
principles and developed by the CFIA in
consultation with DFO, the Province of BC and the
US Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service.
A summary of the initiative is available on the CFIA
web site at www.inspection.gc.ca/aquatic.
To request a copy of the draft surveillance plan,
or to submit comments before March 16, contact
NAAHPPNSAA@inspection.gc.ca. 0
www.islandtides.com
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March Garden Calendar
BRIAN C RUMBLEHULME

‘Before there were humans, the world was a state of
wilderness. There is no landscape without humanity.
You don’t get landscape without first becoming human.’
—Paul Shepheard, The Cultivated Wilderness, 1997

G

ardening is a cultivation of the land, an imposition
of order, and in our climate that means now. We
prune trees to make them healthier, more
productive and to satisfy our sense of control. And we
remove weeds because they compete for space with the
weaker varieties of flowers and vegetables we introduce onto
the little plots we cultivate. This is not a bad thing, it’s just a
recognition of the reality of sharing the planet.
A weed is a plant that flourishes where it is not wanted.
Some, like chickweed, clover and certain grasses, can simply
be turned in to the ground with last year’s petunias where
they will rot quickly. Perennial weeds and those with deep
roots should be carefully removed and composted with a
little animal manure to kill them and return the minerals
back to the garden. Weeding is a good activity a day or so
after a spring rain when the ground is soft. You can also
learn a lot about the land by learning to identify the weeds.
Dock, thistles, nettles and horsetails thrive in cold wet
clay soils, they will go away if you improve the drainage,
raise the pH with a little lime and plant potatoes.
Dandelions, vetch and many native grasses thrive in poor
soils, the same conditions that many herbs like too. If you
remove the dandelion roots and dig the ground over you
can plant lavender, sage and thymes.
As for compost, if yours is a soggy mass of half-rotted
material from last year, turn it over, mix in some animal
manure with a handful of lime and cover it with an old tarp
to keep the rain off. It should generate enough heat to
decompose in a few weeks. I am fortunate in that I have
access to both fresh and aged manures. The fresh stuff is
used to accelerate composting while I dig the older material
directly into new vegetable and flower beds, and around my
berry patch.
March is the time for sowing. Cool-weather plants go
directly outside, hot-weather plants are under glass. First
sowings of peas, carrots, parsley, lettuce, salad greens,
potatoes, et cetera, can and should be put in now on any
warm day. Raised beds are warmer than the flat ground and

UNITING ISLANDS BIG AND SMALL

Did something in this edition:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

inform you?
pique your interest?
amuse you?
make a good contact for you?
find you an opportunity?
inspire you to take action?
make a conversation topic?
find you a good buy or service?

VOLUNTARY SUBSCRIPTIONS help
keep all this great news coming!

If you already receive Island Tides in your mailbox,
pick it up from a yellow box or rack located from
Victoria to Campbell River, or read online, you can show
your support by mailing a voluntary subscription of

$25 + $3 HST = $28

or amount of your choice to:

Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0

(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You

A heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you who have
sent voluntary subscriptions and extra donations.
Keep those lovely phone calls, cards, letters and
emails coming, too. We paste them all in our
scrapbooks!

Photo: Toby Snelgrove

It’s mostly sheep and goats that graze Meadowmist Farm on Mayne Island, but a few peacocks love it too!

higher gardens are warmer than low-level ones, especially
those on clay. If the weather takes a cold turn cover the bed
with a piece of glass or polyethylene and remember to take
it off when the days become warmer.
In a greenhouse or gently warmed window you can sow
pots of tomatoes and peppers for planting out in May. These
need some heat to germinate but do not keep them very
warm or they will grow too fast and become weak and leggy.
Slower germinating and growing plants sometimes exhibit
an annoying tendency to suddenly keel over and die when
they looked very healthy the day before. The most common
cause is a fungal infection at ground level, called ‘damp-off,
that develops when there is too much humidity. Good
ventilation, but not drafts, is the key to control. Once the
seedlings have developed their second leaves they are
usually strong enough to resist these infections.

h Timeless Breads h

Since the time bread was invented, thrifty
cooks have found ways to use up old
bread before it turns green. Real bread,
made without chemical preservatives, will
dry out and go stale within hours—try
eating a baton for breakfast after it has
been sitting overnight. Adding a little oil
to the dough will extend the shelf life by a
few hours but dry bread is…well, dry.
Bread crumbs, bread puddings, French
toast, rusks (double baked) and
gingerbread all taste better made with day
old bread.
Open toasted sandwiches have been
around for 300-400 years, including the
now popular crustini from Italy. Cut thick
slices from a day-old loaf, sprinkle with
olive oil, salt, rosemary and whatever, and
grill until golden. Traditional toasts were
made from leftovers, modern ones are
custom made. For breakfast, lunch,
dinner, appetizers or anywhere between,
hot toasted bready things are a great
peasant food.

Not all vegetables need to be replaced, some are biennial
or perennial. Asparagus will live to a ripe old age in a rich,
well-drained loam. Artichokes, forgotten potatoes and sun
roots will soon make their presence known with new strong
shoots.
Herbs such as parsley, chervil and cilantro will often selfseed if you are not fastidious in cleaning up and may be
gently removed to a fresh location. Scarlet runner beans are
perennials and as I had a bumper crop last year I decided
to let them sit over winter. A couple of weeks ago I carefully
lifted a couple of roots and, sure enough, they were strong
and healthy with lots of new buds waiting for warmer
weather before pushing up. All I have to do is top dress with
a good compost, enriched with a little bone meal and lime,
and they will produce all summer-long with little or no
watering. 0

Neapolitan Pizza

Take a fistful of bread dough and roll it out thin, then spread a thin
layer of tomato concassée over the dough (I generally use a couple of
frozen roma tomatoes mashed and reduced in a pan with seasoning
and oregano).
Grate a lot of Mozzarella cheese over this and decorate with
anchovies and sliced olives. Season again; sprinkle with olive oil. Bake
in a hot oven until crisp.

Flammenkuche (Flame Cake)

Roll out some bread dough very thin. Slather it with chopped sweet
onions, gently fried in butter, seasoned and simmered in an equal
volume of whipping cream. Top with strips of pre-cooked bacon and
bake in a very hot oven until crisp and bubbly.

Flamiche

Make or buy some flaky pastry and roll it out not too thin. Cover with
a soft fresh cheese, Saltspring Chèvre does very well. Pour enough
whipping cream to cover the cheese. Season with salt, pepper, chopped
rosemary and a pinch of sage. Bake in a very hot oven until golden.
You’re supposed to eat this with beer but on a warm spring morning,
champagne is in order, followed by a fresh chocolate truffle and
espresso. This dish deserves to be an Island specialty.
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