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resolution
Helena Chambers

Photo: Leigh Hilbert

Salt Spring singer-songwriter Oona McOuat plays in the forest in preparation for her creative arts Faerie Camp,
to be held during the March Break (see article, page 8).

Sea Breeze sideswiped at BCUC Hearing ~ Patrick Brown
Sea Breeze Victoria Converter Corporation has
unexpectedly withdrawn its application for a
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for
its Vancouver Island Cable (VIC) project. Sea
Breeze announced its decision after unexpected
major changes in the financial structure of the
competing
proposal,
BC
Transmission
Corporation’s Vancouver Island Transmission
Reinforcement (VITR) project, were permitted by
the BC Utilities Commission (BCUC).
However, Sea Breeze intends to continue its
involvement in the Hearing as an intervener, as a
proponent of HVDC light technology, and as the
potential operator of a link from Victoria to Port
Angeles, Washington. This last project is not the
subject of the current BCUC hearings, but is

clearly relevant to the future supply of electricity
to Vancouver Island.
In order to enable the BCUC to compare the
two proposals, both had used a capital financing
assumption of 71% debt, 28% equity; this
assumption had been set out by BC Hydro, who
are also responsible for financing BC
Transmission Company (which used to be part of
BC Hydro).
On February 27, well after the deadline for the
submission of such evidence, BCTC requested
that they be allowed to introduce revised figures
assuming 100% debt financing of the project. Sea
Breeze’s lawyer, John Landry, immediately raised
outraged objections, and BCUC Chair Robert
Hobbs said that he would rule on the admissibility

of the new figures on Wednesday, March 1.
The change in capital cost financing structure
has significant effects on the transmission charges
to be paid by Hydro, as owner of the electricity to
be carried. Since any change in financing
assumptions for the VITR project would have to
be matched by Sea Breeze, this move had the
potential to undermine the economic viability of
Sea Breeze’s alternative.

Ambushed!
On Wednesday, March 1, BCUC Chair Hobbs
allowed the new evidence, but not without
severely chastising BCTC for introducing it at this
point in the proceedings. He quoted Mr Landry:
SEA BREEZE WITHDRAWN, please turn to page 2

Resolution

Hundreds of ferry users mounted a protest on the BC
Legislature lawn, March 2. At the protest North Island
MLA Claire Trevena demanded that Transportation
Minister Kevin Falcon return the passenger shelter on
the Quadra ferry.
‘The Minister of Transportation wants to turn his
back on the thousands of British Columbians who
depend on the ferries,’ said Trevena. ‘But ultimately it
is his responsibility to ensure the safety of passengers
is not being compromised’.
‘The Quadra Island ferry went in for regular
maintenance last autumn, and returned without the
passenger shelter,’ Trevena explained. ‘Now the
disabled, seniors, and mothers with strollers are forced
to huddle on the car deck, braving howling gales and
winter storms.’
Trevena raised the issue during Question Period,
following a meeting with ferry users in front of the
Legislature. ‘Will the Minster commit to the people of
Quadra Island that the passenger shelter will be

Trustee Smith read a detailed
resolution in which the first paragraph
was the ‘specific goals of the Review’
including ‘zoning changes for Forest
Lots that implement an allowance of
one residential use that is accessory to
Forest Use.’
The next specific goal was ‘a strictly
worded density bonus system that
provides for increases in density in
exchange for benefits that the
community identifies as important’
(amenity zoning). However Galiano’s
Land Use Bylaws do not allow
development on Forest Land without
rezoning and amenity zoning does not
currently exist as an option in the
bylaws. In order to achieve this goal,
changes in other parts of the OCP will
be necessary.
Another paragraph spoke of ‘certain
measures’ which ‘need to be taken to
ensure open, fair, and effective
process.’ These were: ‘Community

FERRY PROTEST, please turn to page 3

GALIANO, please turn to page 2

No shelter from the
storm—ferry protest

Meadowbrook, on Salt Spring Island is a not-for-profit Supportive Living retirement home for Gulf
Islanders. It will be the venue for a fundraiser by residents (see What’s On, page 5). At Meadowbrook
each senior has their own private suite with a bedroom, living room, kitchen and dining area; a
bathroom large enough to accommodate a wheelchair and either a small outside balcony or a patio.
Dinner is served in a nice bright dining room, where residents also meet three mornings a week for
muffins and coffee.

It was close to capacity attendance
again at the February 15 Galiano Local
Trust Committee (LTC) meeting.
Interest and emotions continued to run
high
after
the
January
18
announcement that the LTC intended
to place Galiano’s ‘Forest Land Use
OCP Policy Review’ as their number
one priority.
Planner Brodie Porter gave his
initial report on the Review. It
addressed nine issues for consideration
by the LTC including the danger of
triggering the Private Managed Forest
Land Act (PMFL). The institution of
the PMFL would prevent the LTC from
enacting any bylaw ‘that would have
the effect of restricting, directly or
indirectly, a forest management
activity.’ He also spoke to the integral
links between the Road Network Plan
(RNP) and the Forest Zone. The RNP
was recalled from the Minister’s desk
last month on order of the LTC.
Regarding funds for the review Porter
said that there was ‘nothing specific’
available but that it may be possible to
access ‘some provincial resources.’

More daily flights home from the Mainland
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

For scheduled flight info call

VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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Fare hikes, cut-off times, and commuter cards prompt
ferry petition
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Going Somewhere?
whittome’s travel
60 Station Street, Duncan

1-800-434-0566

travel.whittome@shawcable.com
Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
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www.islandtides.com
Wayne Pineau, Mayne Electrical Services
Licenced Electrical Contractor
Insured • Bonded • W.C.B. • Licence # 89515

24 Years Experience
Residential • Commercial • Repairs

Serving All the Southern Gulf Islands
250-539-0630

wplh@cablelan.net

A petition to BC Ferries has been initiated on Quadra Island (see
page 1 for related story). The petition states:
‘Those of us who live on the smaller coast islands have several
serious concerns about the direction that the BC Ferry
Corporation is taking. Your mandate is to serve our
communities and yet we are not listened to.
1. Cut-off times may work for the bigger ferries but definitely
are not necessary for the smaller routes. Will you sail with
partially empty boats and force passengers to wait just because
they couldn't make it through the ticket booth? To remove the
discretion of the captains about when they know it is safe to
sail is unsupportable.
2. The proposal to replace paper commuter tickets with plastic
cards is seen by most as a simple cash grab. If plastic cards are
brought in, they will cause hardship to families having to buy

multiple cards, make it difficult for those of us who travel
irregularly, cost more for repair and for other businesses
coming to the Islands, and create a lot of logistic problems for
ferry workers. The fact that there will be no refunds for unused
portions adds insult to injury.
3. Fares have risen 17% over the past five months, 38% in three
years. Increases of this kind threaten the viability of ferry
dependent communities like ours as they impact not just
individuals travelling to work and recreation but raise the cost
of doing any kind of business on the Islands. Tourism BC is
spending millions of dollars to promote Vancouver Island and
the smaller Islands but if ferry fares remain so high, tourists
will not want to come.’
The
petition
can
be
accessed
online:
www.ipetitions.com/campaigns/Quadrat_island_bc_ferries/. i

Electronics recycling finally legislated
The long-awaited amendment to include an Electronics Schedule
in BC’s Recycling Regulation has finally been completed. This
means that manufacturers of computers and their peripherals
(mice, keyboards, etc.), printers and TV’s will need to provide
plans to government for the recycling of their products.
The electronic producers’ stewardship plans must be
submitted by February 16, 2007. The plans will come into effect
GALIANO from page 1
input meetings and discussion meetings are to be goal oriented’
and ‘discussions and submissions are to be considered within
the context established by this resolution…’. In his final
paragraph Smith sought to ‘minimize the impact’ of the review
‘on the Trust budget’ by ‘seeking out volunteers and requesting
donations at each meeting.’ (There would appear to be no
precedent within the Islands Trust for such a procedure.)

Resolution Defeated Unanimously
Galiano’s LTC Chair, Gisele Rudischer, objected that it was unfair
to the other members of the committee to be presented with a
complex resolution without warning. ‘I cannot approve a motion
that suggests the end result and sets out the path to get there,’ she
said. ‘I won’t support it.’ Trustee Sharp stated he was interested
in developing a process and would not support the motion. Smith
SEA BREEZE WITHDRAWN from page 1
‘If Sea Breeze knew that this was going to be looked at from the
perspective of 100% debt, would it have brought forward a
competing proposal in this proceeding?’ Commented Hobbs,
‘The answer to that, obviously, has got to be ‘No’.’
He went on: ‘And in that regard, I think BC Hydro had a
responsibility to raise this earlier than they did. They ought to
have known that it was significant to Sea Breeze … I think they
had a responsibility beyond just consideration of their strategy in
this proceeding with respect to a customer-funded project, that
their obligation to ensure that Sea Breeze … wasn’t in a sense
ambushed, as they currently claim that they have been.’
Hobbs went on to make it clear that in his opinion the
responsibility for this change lay mainly, but not completely,
with BC Hydro. He also criticized Sea Breeze for blindly
following BCTC’s assumptions: ‘…it concerns me that Sea Breeze
didn’t take further steps than they did.’

What Could Sea Breeze Do?
After accepting the new financials, Hobbs outlined alternatives
open to Sea Breeze: ‘I think Sea Breeze now, given the comments
made by Mr Landry, may very well withdraw their Certificate of
Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application. I’m going
to add to that option the possibility, of Sea Breeze, seeking an
Order for costs … perhaps costs that go beyond those established
by the Commission in the Intervenor Funding Guidelines.
‘The second option that comes to mind for Sea Breeze would
be to continue with their CPCN application. At that point they
will have accepted the challenge, and I think that will then speak
to the issue of costs.
‘The third option that I can identify, and I’m not suggesting
that this is a comprehensive list, is for them to continue to
participate as an intervenor with interests regarding the Juan de
Fuca project, and withdraw the CPCN application. And in that
context they may be entitled to intervenor costs.’

15 months from now.
Electronic producers and manufacturers who use
internet/mail order services may be held directly responsible by
the director (the senior bureaucrat in charge of applying BC’s
Recycling Regulation).
Most Gulf Island recycling depots have been voluntarily
collecting electronics, even without the legislation in place. i

did not choose to withdraw his resolution, but chose to vote
against his own resolution. It was defeated unanimously.
A further aid to Galiano’s Forest Land Use OCP Policy
Review had been suggested at the January 18 meeting. It was
proposed that a mediator should be part of the process. In a
recent circular Trustee Michael Sharp states, ‘The format of the
review will involve trained, independent third party
professionals who will help guide our community’s
conversations around forest land.’

Road Network Plan Hold Up Questioned
In Chair Rudischer’s report she addressed, among others, the
issue of bylaws being held back at the Minister’s desk for a
GALIANO, please turn to page 5

the electricity industry in British Columbia.’ But, he said, Sea
Breeze would continue to participate fully in the Hearing, and
would present its technical panels.
Much discussion followed on how this would affect the
scheduling of the next few weeks of the Hearing, and eventually
it was adjourned until the morning of Friday, March 3 for
motions, and to Monday, March 6 for evidence.
So far as the many other intervenors in the hearings are
concerned, this comes perilously close to wasting their time. But
some saw opportunities here too. Island Residents Against High
Voltage Overhead Lines’ (IRAHVOL) counsel David Austin: ‘Mr.
Chairman, from IRAHVOL’s perspective, I think it’s imperative
that we hear from Sea Breeze’s panel on the system benefits that
their Juan de Fuca project can bring …. The reality is, a DC link
with a converter station on Vancouver Island can bring system
benefits, and we want to hear about that, and it’s got nothing to
do with just the DC link between White Rock and Vancouver
Island. There will be a converter station on Vancouver Island
with respect to Juan de Fuca, and that brings in the whole area
of system benefits and system planning, and we definitely want
to hear about that, and we definitely want to cross-examine to
that respect. Thank you.’

Scope of Current Hearing
BCUC’s hearing structure, and list of issues was, and still is,
ambitious, taking into account factors which BCUC had not
considered in previous proposals, such as socioeconomic impacts
of the various project options ‘including safety, reliability, health,
aesthetic, recreation, habitat, First Nations, and construction
impacts’. This comes close to considering some of the items which
would normally be included in an environmental review of the
projects. Yet, despite these expanded terms of reference, this
hearing process has been questioned because of BCUC’s limited
mandate to consider environmental factors.

Confusion Reigned, Hearing Adjourned

Commentary

Sea Breeze counsel Landry asked for time to make a decision.
Hobbs gave him till 1:30pm and then a little longer, but
eventually Sea Breeze chose the third option and withdrew their
application. Landry commented, ‘Sea Breeze and its financial
backers are, however, very disappointed by this turn of events,
and have asked me to express their concern that this could have
a very negative effect on the climate for private investments in

BC Hydro has treated both BCUC and the numerous intervenors
with some degree of contempt. It is difficult to escape the
impression that BC Hydro changed the financial ground rules
for the project at this late date deliberately to put Sea Breeze at a
disadvantage. Hydro’s traditional capital structure has been in

WATERFRONT PROPERTY
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Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners
• Farm
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts
Salt Spring Island: #1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Doug Guedes • 1-250-537-5527
Sidney: A2 - 9769 Fifth Street
Jason McCutcheon • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
Brentwood Bay: 7178 W. Saanich Rd
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd.
Saanichton: #2-7855 East Saanich Road
Dan Olive • 1-800-663-0807

www.seafirstinsurance.com
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
here are those hummingbirds? With
the days getting noticeably longer, I
find I am waiting for the next sign of
spring’s return and then the next—kind of like
when you know the song that is coming up next
on a favourite CD. Actually, the flowering red
currant isn’t very far along and I associate it with
the return of the hummingbirds because of their
colours—scarlet neck-piece on the male rufous
hummingbirds and wine-red currant flowers.
A pair of red-tailed hawks has moved
somewhere close by and been here all winter.
One of them dived on our herd of bronze
turkeys and all sorts of tweeters that I hadn’t
noticed joined the turkeys in diving for cover.
All the fleeing and commotion was very
humorous from a human perspective!
Rick and Beth Jones have 27 lambs this year
from 15 ewes; they are quite pleased. The
Campbells are a little disappointed because a
large percentage of their herd presented single
lambs. A little consolation is that singles grow
fast, not having to share at the snack bar.
Jacques Campbell lost one twin to a raven, so
the last 5 ewes to lamb are in the lambing
sheds. Kelley Crooks and Neville Crane have
been seeing to the flock at Breezy Bay. They
have three sets of twins that are thriving under
their care and two yearling ewes still to bear.

W

Tapped Out
Wes Knapp’s tap dancing classes are now over.
For eight weeks and 7 classes, Kathy
Stonehouse, Nancy Phillips, Leila Sumi, Jane
Dixon-Warren, Dawn Wood, Mei-Man Lei, and
Judith Rees-Thomas have been tapping away
on ‘the wonderfully, clear-sounding, percussive
wooden floor at the Community Hall.’
Wes Knapp wowed the Saturna community
with his performance at the Talent Show and
audience members such as Mei Man Lei
persuaded him to teach the first tap dancing
lessons to be held on Saturna. Dawn
commented on just how much fun the lessons
have been. She and Kathy and Leila had danced
as kids, which she had forgotten. Kathy
Stonehouse, commented that the lessons have
rekindled her passion for dancing. She praised
the class members who have just taken it up
‘out of the blue.’
Judith Rees-Thomas, who has never danced
before, said, ‘I never imagined I would find
myself taking up tap dancing!’ Which is right
where I am—I never imagined and I didn’t. I
was happy to see so many Islanders who
jumped in and really enjoyed themselves! MeiMan also said how much she enjoyed the
energy and the fun of tap dancing. Wes will
teach another course of lessons in the summer,

right now he has a class of adults to teach on
Granville Island in Vancouver.

Bob Bossin Returns
On February 18, west coast Canadian singersongwriter Bob Bossin performed at our
Community Hall.
Bob has a new CD, ‘The Roses on Annie’s
Table’, and played many of these new songs to the
delight of the 60+ audience members. All songs
were played with a 5 or 6 string banjo (often used
by street musicians as it really puts out volume) or
a 1940 Gibson guitar. His mastery with these
instruments is evident, as well as his daringness.
You would think that the title song, ‘The
Roses on Annie’s Table’ might be a lyrical love
song and it is—Bob Bossin style! Bob tells about
being a member of the audience at a lecture
delivered by David Suzuki who is staring at him
and outlining in chilling detail the failing vital
earth-pulse. While Bob is riveted, he is also
having flashbacks to the roses on Annie’s
bedside table and to Annie herself as she
languidly arises to be part of the day.
Bob’s songwriting abilities are as strong as
ever, pithy, funny turns and West Coast
comprehensible. Maddy Bossin sang with her
father on one song—she has a lovely strong
voice and a true ease on the stage.
The performance followed a lovely meal
presented by Hubertus Surm, a Herring Fest in
honour of herring—those who feed us, those
who feed their sea going neighbors, and those
who live to reproduce.

Body & Soul Events
The Health Committee hosted a well attended
information workshop on ‘Advanced Directives’
presented by Dr Catherine Luke. Donna Curwen
is going to do a follow-up as several people were
very inspired to get their affairs in order with a
new understanding of where a dying person has
choices and where they do not.
Dr Janice Mason will be presenting a talk on
fitness exercise and healthy living on March 14,
7pm at the Rec Centre. As part of her
presentation she has volunteered to discuss the
new equipment in the exercise room. Nancy
Phillips has been a big part of the team
assembling and researching this equipment.
On March 15 and 22, Carol Voyt, dancer,
teacher, and choreographer who has studied
African dance for 12 years, will present a
workshop from 1 to 2:30pm at the Community
Hall. This is for the fun of dancing and
movement. Bring your barefeet, comfortable
clothing—all ages welcome, no previous
experience needed! It is partially sponsored by

Minister says ‘no’ to relocating ferry routes
The BC Lodging and Campground Association
recently met with BC Transportation Minister
Kevin Falcon to request ‘that the ministry take
a serious look at the economics of relocating the
Tsawwassen to Duke Point and Horseshoe Bay
to Departure Bay ferry routes to one single
route between YVR (the Vancouver airport)
and the east side of Gabriola Island. The
Association claimed that this would save
enormous dollars and time for the BC Ferry
Corporation and traveller alike.’
The Minister denied the request in
correspondence dated February 18, 2006:
‘...any development that increases the
number of people travelling through
Gabriola Island could have a significant
impact on the Island's ecology and affect

the quality of life for residents.
I understand those concerns, and I
would like assure you that my ministry is
not discussing building a new ferry
terminal on the Island, although the
ministry has examined such a project in
the past. In fact, before construction of the
Duke Point ferry terminal, we studied the
possibility of building a ferry terminal on
Gabriola Island with a road and bridge link
across Mudge Island. However, there was
very little local or regional support for a
project of this magnitude, and the social
and environmental concerns were
significant. Little has changed since that
time, and my ministry has no plans to
pursue the idea further.’ i

We supply:

• harvesting systems
• design
• installation
• service

• steel cisterns –
polypropylene-lined,
5,000 – 30,000 gal.
• first flush diverters,
debris pails, high
capacity filters

BOB BURGESS

tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnnection.com
Visit our new site: www.rainwaterconnection.com

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643

"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

SATURNA, please turn to page 7

FERRY PROTEST from page 1
replaced, without the cost being downloaded on them in yet another fare hike?’
Trevena pointed out that fares for the Quadra Island ferry have increased 38% in the last three
years—7 % in the last five months alone.
‘We are continually asked to pay more, and yet the BC Ferry Corporation won’t even replace a
necessary shelter on the car deck,’ said Trevena. ‘Minister Falcon is ultimately responsible and
must act on that responsibility immediately.’
‘Hundreds of my constituents took the time to travel to Victoria to express their concerns and
frustrations to the Minister of Transportation,’ Trevena commented. ‘Yet Minister Falcon refused to
make time for them. It’s shameful.’ i

Salt Spring Island: Prime oceanview
custom home, cook’s kitchen, wonderful
solarium, sep. carport, fenced vegetable
garden, gazebo, 6.79 acres. Sunny & ready
for you! $1,690,000

Salt Spring Island: Authentic character
cottage, 3 beds, large workshop, wonderful
English Country style gardens, community
water. A gardener’s joy! $629,000

Salt Spring Island: Panoramic ocean view,
4 bed / 3 bath cottage style home. 2
ensuite accommodation spaces, great
room, hot tub, close to beach access. A
super family option! $789,000

Salt Spring Island: Channel Ridge
oceanview, 3 bed, 2.5 bath home,
professional décor, double garage, sunny
oceanview deck, close to walking trails & all
amenities! $699,000

Salt Spring Island: Super summer /
weekend retreat, pretty 2 bed cottage, sep.
studio / workshop, lovely pond, private
& easy care. Good retirement option!
$439,000

Salt Spring Island: Totally renovated
home, wood floors, updated bathroom,
country kitchen, mudroom / laundry,
studio, building site available. Lots of
potential! $549,000

NORTH PENDER ISLAND
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE
Visit our web site at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca

Email:information@islandstrust.bc.ca

ADVISORY PLANNING
COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS
The North Pender Island Local Trust Committee is requesting
expressions of interest for eight (8) positions on the Advisory Planning
Commission. As required by the Local Government Act, appointees
must be electors of the North Pender Island Local Trust Area and twothirds (2/3) of the APC must be residents of the North Pender Island
Local Trust Area.
Please note that persons who responded to the earlier notice need not
apply again as their applications remain under active consideration.
Please send your expression of interest, listing your related experience
for the positions, by 4:30 p.m., Wednesday, March 15, 2006 to:
North Pender Island Local Trust Committee
c/o Kathy Jones
Islands Trust,
Suite 200 - 1627 Fort Street
Victoria, B.C. V8R 1H8
Fax: (250) 405-5155 or Email: kjones@islandstrust.bc.ca

Li Read
RE/MAX Salt Spring
Each office independently
owned and operated.

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131
Fax: 250-537-4287
Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"
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The following letter was sent to Islands Trust Council and
Executive and supplied to ‘Island Tides’ for publication.
Dear Trust Council Members:
The Community Dialogue on the Trust (CDOT) is an association
of Islanders who are residents of the Islands of the Salish Sea.
We share a common purpose: to support and strengthen the
Islands Trust confederation in meeting the Object and Mandate
of the Trust.
We are writing regarding the upcoming 2006/2007 budget
discussions which we presume will be getting underway at your
next Council meeting.
While we realise that you will have to wrestle with a huge
shortfall in funds, we believe that it is imperative that if the
bylaws and OCP’s on each of the Islands of the Salish Sea are to
have any teeth whatsoever, the ability to enforce those bylaws
must be present. We strongly suggest that a chief priority in the
upcoming budget should be staffing and staff training to provide
that enforcement—particularly in regards to supporting Salt
Spring Island’s Local Trust Committee in its attempt to be a
forerunner in providing truly effective enforcement.
Chris Bowers, Valerie Houle, Gabriola Island

Queen of Nanaimo Not Quite Right
Dear Editor:
Today I had the pleasure of travelling from Tsawwassen to
Galiano Island on the $15 million refitted Queen of Nanaimo. It
was clean, very attractively done, but I understand that the walkon capacity has been cut by 150 passengers. Do the powers that
be fully comprehend what this does to the Gulf Islands in the
summertime? There are many bicycle and hiker travellers that
wait in anticipation each summer to visit the Gulf Islands.
Where does this cut-back leave them? Where does this cut-back
leave the businesses in the Gulf Islands that only survive because
of the summer visitors? The ferry corporation says the Gulf
Island ferries only operate at capacity 2% of the time. This 2% is
every Friday night to the Islands and every Sunday night back
from the Islands during July and August. This cut-back will
hugely impact the tourist activity to the Islands.
I understand that on the Tsawwassen to Swartz bay ferries
that they have a comfortable room for passengers with dogs.
There was no room on this ferry for dogs except the cold metal
on the car deck, which, believe me, is very cold when having to
sit there for the entire trip. We all know that Vancouver is full of
dog lovers and no matter where one looks they’ll see dogs on a
leash. Dog lovers are responsible people. One would think that
with $15 million to spend that the ferry corporation would
improve this situation.
I must say I was completely astounded to see that the
children’s slide has been taken away. For years that has been one
of the most important items in the playground area. Now they
have a huge television set. I certainly don’t want my
grandchildren watching more TV. They can do that at home.
Children should be playing with each other—not watching the
idiot box.
I realize BCFC wants to make money, more money, but let’s
put a little humanity into some money-making policies. I sent
this same letter to the ferry corporation and got a form letter
autoresponse. Too bad they don’t really listen.
Mildred Harris, Ladner/Galiano Island

Results of Clear Cut on Pender

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

NEW

WOOD?
KEEP IT LOOKING NEW!

Dear Editor:
We would like readers to know of the devastation that can result
on our beloved Gulf Islands when uncontrolled, indiscriminate
logging occurs.
Our family is lucky to own a piece of paradise on Hope Bay,
comprising meadow, forest and a heritage house which we have
carefully preserved over several years. In 2004 we were horrified
when we awoke one day to the sound of chain saws and
discovered that logging had commenced on the adjacent
property, the former Stewart Estate on Hooson Road, North
Pender. All trees were cut to the property line with no thought of
privacy, watershed issues or most importantly, of the windbreak
function of those trees. The loggers assured us that without this
work their families would starve, and that anyway the trees
would all grow back in 40 years! (We are in our sixties. )
We were excited and heartened when we heard about a large
group of concerned Islanders who had marched in protest at
such irresponsible stewardship of our Island. Since then we have

Live Your Dream

remained apprehensive about the possibility of our now
unprotected trees falling on our house in a north-easterly wind.
Of course the pioneers knew of this risk when they left a
functional stand of trees and positioned the house on the lee
side.
Our worst fears, and those of our public-spirited neighbours,
were realized during the night of February 16–17 when three
large fir trees fell towards our house, piercing the roof and
causing significant damage to the fence, rock garden, paths, and
shattering a sky light. Only by a miracle was the house not split
down the middle. Clearing the trees, repairing the house and
consideration of how to prevent further damage continues.
Ironically, we will now have to take down other trees to prevent
them falling with possibly fatal results. Everyone who has seen
the site agrees that the tree fall was directly related to the logging
activities.
Let us now grasp the opportunity, through the drafting of an
OCP, to plan well for the future. Our vision must be one of
environmentally and economically sustainable activity so that a
full community can develop, allowing for safe housing,
watershed protection and responsible tree harvesting.
Community land use rights must ensure that private land use
does not rape the Gulf Islands.
Caroline and Michael Patterson & family, Pender Island

Spoiled Ballots Important
Dear Editor:
Congratulations! Yours is the only paper that I’ve read which
published the spoiled ballot counts.
It would seem that few people or journalists even,
understand that a vote for ‘all of the above’ constitutes a vote for
‘none of the above.’ Some people think that by turning in a blank
ballot that they have voted for ‘none of the above’ which might
be true as long as no one marks it for them while the ballots are
being counted. The safest way is to mark them all. A ballot thus
marked is counted as a spoiled ballot and can be interpreted as
a vote for ‘none of the above.’
Harvey Ledger, Salt Spring Island

Why Be Average?
Dear Editor:
Many stories from the Olympics brought tears to my eyes, but
I’m left wondering why we place such a massive focus on
winning medals and trying to be the best in the world in the
sporting arena, but are content with average in other, possibly
more important, areas?
For instance, Stephen Harper has said that he wants Canada
to move towards foreign aid spending that will reflect ‘the
average level among the OECD members’ but why is this our
goal? With 29,000 kids under the age of five still dying each and
every day, why aren’t we instead setting targets to achieve the
goal, first suggested by Lester Pearson, of 0.7% of Gross National
Income (GNI) for our overseas development aid?
Wouldn’t this be the time, when it truly is a matter of life and
death, for us to shoot for the gold?
Barbara Haley, Victoria

Mount Galiano Subdivision?
Dear Editor:
On February 15, 2006, the Galiano Local Trust Committee heard
a request from the local Parks and Recreation Commission to
waive the subdivision fee required of the Capital Regional District
to create a park on Georgeson Bay Road. The trustees voted to
assume the cost and to send a thank-you note to the private
property owner who plans to donate one-third of the 4.4-acre
park.
The trustees appeared unaware that this project would open
new development options to non-residential (Forest 1) land next
to Nature Protection-zoned Mount Galiano. This million-dollar
windfall would land in the lap of the very same public-spirited
property owner who is offering the community 1.5 acres of the
roadside park.
Bowie Keefer owns 133-acre District Lot 10, the land-locked
eastern slope of Mount Galiano. His collaborative proposal with
the CRD creates the small park and a dedicated road to his forest
property. This would give Mr Keefer the necessary full-width road
access to DL10 for as many as 6 houses and 6 cottages under the
Rural Residential/Heritage Forest option in the Official
Community Plan.
LETTERS, please turn to next page

A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.

WOOD?
BRING IT BACK TO LIFE!

WEATHERED
BEFORE

AFTER

Alpine Model - $59,500

JEWELTREE RESTORATION
YOUR NATURAL WOOD SPECIALIST

HIGH PERFORMANCE, ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY
FINISHES FOR ALL YOUR WOOD; SIDING, SHAKES, LOGS &
BEAMWORK, DECKS, FENCES, WINDOWS, DOORS, ETC…

KEEP YOUR INVESTMENT BEAUTIFUL

BOOK NOW FOR SPRING, CALL:

250-210-1178

THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE
CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

1.888.546.9663
www.linwoodhomes.com
NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE

– Over 100 full colour designs –

Laurier Model - $72,600

• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order
date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct.
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.
Your Island Representative
Russ Anderson
R. Anderson Technical Services
Port Alberni, BC
Phone: (250) 720-6000
View over 100 plans at: Fax:
720-2270
www.nelson-homes.com e-mail: (250)
russanderson@shaw.ca

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.10

Fris & Sats, Mar 10 & 11, 17 & 18

Thursday, March 23

Sewing and Crafts Show—over 80 seminars daily, exhibits,
demonstrations, celebrity speakers, prizes, stage shows, shop-tilyou-drop • MAR 10 & 11: Victoria Conference Centre; MAR 17 &
18: Tradex, Abbotsford • 9am-6pm daily • Each show: 2-day pass,
$10 • Info:1-888-245-6777 or www.sewingandcraftsshow.com •
IN VICTORIA & ABBOTSFORD

Pender Concert Series Presents
Invitation to the Dance—Veronica Tennant
C.C., former Prima Ballerina in the National
Ballet, is joined by well-known pianists Robert
Kortgaard and Peter Tiefenbach plus five
dancers from Richmond Academy of Dance;
Ms Tennant speaks on dance and reminisces
while dancers perform • School Auditorium •
7:30pm • Tickets: single concert admission
$25/adults • ON PENDER ISLAND

Sat to Sun, March 11 to 19
Spring Break Fun Swims—daily fun swims at Commonwealth
Pool; special games and activities, waves, waterslide, pirate ship,
toddler pool, diving boards, swirlpool, family changerooms,
steam, sauna, and length swimming • Saanich Commonwealth
Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay at Royal Oak exit) •
1–4pm daily • Info: 24-hour Swim Info-line, 250-475-7620 • IN
VICTORIA

Thurs to Sun, Mar 16 to 19, 24 & 25
Galiano Players Present ‘Man of La Mancha’—a musical
play featuring David Clothier as Don Quixote, Dave Parent as
Sancho Panza & Amber Smith as Dulcinea;
directed by Dima Kazak; performance rated
‘PG’–not suitable for young children • South
Community Hall • MAR 16, 17 & 18, 24 & 25:
7:30pm; MAR 19: 2pm • Tickets: $15 adults, $10
seniors/students (MAR 19: $10 & MAR 16: pay
what you can), available from Galiano Island Bookstore
or Susanne Laughlin 250-539-2911 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Fri, Sat & Sun, March 17, 18 & 19
Rock & Gem Show 2006—display featuring BC & Pacific Rim
jade; dealers from Western Canada; gold panning; gem cutters at
work; rock polishing; silver smithing; precious stone display;
special activities for children and much more! • Leonardo Da
Vinci Centre, 195 Bay Street • Fri 1–9pm, Sat 10am–6pm, Sun
10am–4pm • Tickets: Adults $4, Seniors/Students $3, family (4)
$8 • Info: www.islandnet.com/~VLMS • IN VICTORIA

Saturday, March 18
Gulf Islands Seniors’ Residence Fundraiser—come visit
your seniors’ residence—enjoy 25 interesting tables: quilts;
knitting; sewing and hobby items; good-quality White Elephant
tables; attic treasures (antiques and collectibles); new items; 25cent table for kiddies; coffee/tea; door prizes; magic and shadow
fun • Meadowbrook, 121 Atkins Road • 10am–3pm • Info: Queenie
Haddow 250-537-4936 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, March 25
Winter Cove Broom Bash—Saturna Lions Club, Canadian
Parks and Wilderness Society, and Parks Canada are hosting an
invasive plant removal work party in the Gulf Islands National
Park Reserve; bring gloves and loppers if you have them; lunch
provided • Winter Cove, meet at parking lot • 11–3pm • Info: Pam
Janszen, 250-539-5150 • ON SATURNA ISLAND

Sunday, March 26
Special Benefit Concert for Galiano
Concert
Society—featuring
new
Canadian pianist Naomi Edemariam,
playing works by Schumann, Liszt,
Scriabin, J.S. and C.P.E.
Bach •
Moonshadows Guest House, 771 Georgeson
Bay Road • 7:30pm • Tickets: $20, available
at Galiano Island Books or call 250-5392911 • ON GALIANO ISLAND
Historical
Fashion
Show—take
a
‘Sentimental Journey’ through 100 years of
fashion from 1850’s hoops to 1950’s crimolines;
two shows, including entertainment and a
reception; fundraiser for Port Washington
Historic Trust (to preserve historic Port
Washington General Store in a legal trust for
the community in perpetuity) • Community
Hall • FRI: 7:30pm, SAT 2:30pm • Tickets: $25
at Talisman Books & Gallery, Southridge
Country Store, That ‘Little’ Coffee Place • ON
PENDER ISLAND

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT!

$26.75 or $32.10 with photo

GALIANO from page 2

In turn, such a development would provide ‘access to lands
beyond,’ allowing similar forest conversion on Mount Sutil
(District Lots 21 and 22), also presently landlocked.
The key to the proposal is nearby ‘Park Place,’ a 3.2 acre Rural
Residential lot that Mr Keefer also owns. Half of this lot, plus half
of the adjacent Crown-owned highway works yard, make up the
4.4 acre proposed park and the 1.3 acres for dedicated road access
to Mr Keefer’s forest lot.
Old Monopoly fans will remember Park Place as the most
valuable property to own and the most costly for others in the
game to land on. So it seems here.
One problem is that Park Place is too small to subdivide in its
present RR zone. Subdivision may take place only if rezoning first
allows for smaller-sized lots.
Having underwritten Step 2 (the subdivision), can the Local
Trust Committee now turn to Step 1 (rezoning) and conduct a fair
public hearing? By congratulating Mr Keefer on his ‘generosity’ for
this ‘community benefit’ Galiano Trustees Roy Smith and Michael
Sharp seem to have already decided where the public interest lies.
Carolyn Canfield, Galiano Island
Editors Note: The following letter was sent to Southern Gulf
Islands CRD Director, Susan De Gryp and cc’d to Murray Coell,
MLA; Galiano Island Local Trust Committee; Galiano Island
Parks and Recreation Committee; Ida Chong, Minister of
Community Services. It was also sent to ‘Island Tides’ for
publication.

protracted time awaiting approval. ‘It was our position that if a
specific objection was raised by a ministry,’ she said, ‘then it was
the responsibility of the province to let the local government
know that objection exists.’ In a meeting with Dale Wall, Deputy
Minister of Community Affairs, she had been told that the Road
Network Plan bylaw had not moved forward because it was seen
by the government to be ‘excessively restrictive,’ She reported
Wall as saying, ‘This issue wasn’t going to be resolved…it’s not
about the bylaw, it’s about property rights…there is a higher
level of interest in some bylaws that restrict uses or have an
impact on broader provincial policy.’
Ms Rudischer voiced a personal objection to the province
holding up a bylaw that doesn’t agree with the provincial
government ideology. She has asked that this matter be placed
on the agenda for consideration at the next Trust Council
Executive meeting.

Refusal Requested for Two Letters
Roy Smith requested that two letters submitted to the LTC not
be received. When asked what his objection was he replied,
‘they run up to the edge of civility’. (See Readers’ Letters, page 6
for one of the refused letters.) When consulted, Planner Brodie
Porter could not think of a precedent for this situation. It was
agreed without motion that the letters be held over and might
surface at the next meeting.
The other 24 letters submitted by the public will be
acknowledged but not answered. Smith is planning a ‘one size
fits all’ response that he believes will suffice.
A complete copy of Roy Smith’s resolution will be available
on the Islands Trust website as part of the minutes of the
February 15 Local Trust Committee meeting or by requesting a
copy from Roy Smith at rsmith@islandstrust.bc.ca. i

Check out www.islandtides.com
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IS YOUR MORTGAGE THE
BEST YOU CAN GET?
How do you know? Get a free mortgage
audit from an expert who was the Chief
Credit Officer of a trust company.

Call Leo Lee, AMP
250-514-9280 • leolee@invis.ca
website: www.LeoLee.ca
“GET YOUR OWN MORTGAGE SOLUTION TODAY!”
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• fully insured
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ÀÊvÀ>ÌÊ>LÕÌÊ«iÀ>iÌÊÀiÃ`iVi]
VÌâiÃ «]ÊÜÀÊ«iÀÌÃÊÀ
LÕÃiÃÃÊ}À>Ì°°°

Photo Credit: Sandy Gauer

Spring Kids: These baby goats belong to Sandy Gauer of
Pender Island. One of Sandy’s goats gave birth to quadruplets!

Friday & Saturday, April 14 & 15

LETTERS from page 4

Dear Ms De Gryp:
As property owners on Galiano, and as a former chair of the
Galiano Island Parks and Recreation Commission (Jillian) and a
former steward of Mount Galiano (Robin), we write to express our
grave concern at the recent approval by the Galiano Island Local
Trust Committee and the GIPRC of the donation of part of DL Lot
4 Galiano Island by Mr Bowie Keefer. We understand that as a
consequence of this decision, it will be possible to build a full
public road through DL 10, and to subsequently subdivide DL 10.
It is evident to us that neither the GIPRC nor the Galiano
community at large were aware of the full ramifications of this
approval, and that, had they been fully knowledgeable, both the
commission and the community would have opposed this
decision.
Many years ago, the Galiano community banded together,
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Eric/Wendy Holtz
604.272.0620
www.alumitubs.com

Peter Christenson 250-629-8386

specializing in water access
over steep & rugged terrain
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TRUE-CRAFT LOG STRUCTURES
From cozy cottages to grand lodges …

Woodside:
1653 sq. ft.
Materials:
$68,845

Quality milled log home packages:
• Western Red Cedar or Pine Logs
• Windows & Doors, Loft Floor Structure
• Complete Weathertight Roof System

MICHAEL LEDUC
(250) 751-0663
loghomedreams@shaw.ca

ALUMINUM BOAT BUILDING
Robert Jackson • 250-337-5309
www.jaxoncraft.com • Comox, BC

Visit us at www.islandtides.com

Islands Forum

2006

Tourism
Thursday, March 30
5.00 pm–9.00 pm

Friday, March 31
8.00 am–3.30 pm

Quw’utsun’ Cultural and
Conference Centre
200 Cowichan Way, Duncan, BC
Are you interested in tourism in your community?
Would you like to discuss this topic with other
islanders? Does tourism affect you? How can we
enhance benefits and manage impacts?

Readers’ Letters from page 5
worked diligently, and raised the funds to purchase DL 9, the top
of Mount Galiano. Robin’s mother, who was then terminally ill
with cancer, contributed substantially to this effort. The mountain
is as close as our community comes to sharing a sacred place. We
all revere its unspoiled beauty, clean air, beautiful vistas and—
most importantly—the clear, pure water it provides to many
residents of Galiano. While the mountaintop is protected by the
community’s purchase, and the lower parts of the mountain are
protected by private covenants, the middle of the mountain
seems to be in danger of development. Such development would
be a sacrilege.
We strongly urge you to use the powers of your office to
ensure that this sacrilege does not happen. We are copying this
letter to others who have decision-making capacity in this
matter, in hopes that all of Mount Galiano can be protected as
the nature preserve it must be.
Jillian and Robin Ridington, Galiano Island

Calm
Dear Editor:
In response to Ms Bosher’s letter ‘Calling For Calm’ (Feb 3,
2006), I would point out that the major concern of Galiano
citizens is the lack of calm on the part of the newly elected
trustees. As critics of their frantic decision-making and their
hasty proposals made without public input, a great number of us
are rightfully alarmed. Ms Bosher may recommmend a Neville
Chamberlain approach to these political dangers but that
attitude has proved useless. Confrontation is vital—
appeasement is not.
Jim Macdonald, Galiano Island

The Edge of Civility?
Editor’s Note: For the record, this letter was one of the two
letters which Trustee Roy Smith requested not be received by
Galiano’s LTC (see article page 1). The letter was also sent to:
Islands Trust Executive; Committee Ida Chong, Minister of
Community Services; and Murray Coell, MLA.
Dear Roy Smith and Mike Sharp:
In your Galiano Local Trust Committee report (January Active
Page, p32) you said that you were likely to take a strategic
approach: establish a new Forest Zone system as quickly as
possible…
You very quickly set this strategy in motion (recalling the
Road Network Plan (RNP), launching a forest policy review) and
it is a big step. Having taken it in such great haste casts serious
doubts on the sincerity of your ‘commitment’, expressed in the
same report: to ensure the community is informed and involved
in all the issues and, when possible, before anything is brought
to a Local Trust Committee meeting.
I now wonder if you have other strategies to spring or, worse,
ready-made solutions to impose.
Still, I can’t believe that you strategized entirely alone. This
raises some questions:
1. How many were involved in the decision to bring back the
RNP?
2. How many were involved in the plan to ‘establish a new
Forest Zone system as quickly as possible’?
3. Who decided that this new ‘system’ be established ‘as
quickly as possible’?
You might recall that the current OCP/LUB took
considerable time and effort, observing proper process through
community involvement in hundreds of meetings, letters,
discussions, etc. Even then, as we all know, not everyone was
satisfied. Most owners were given the means to achieve
residence on their forest lands, but wanted more (see Footnote
1).
Those who wanted no forest land converted for residential

use were disappointed.
Adjusting balance will not be easy. Any ‘new Forest Zone
system’ should therefore be considered in as thorough and
proper a manner as can be, not just ‘quickly’. What’s the rush?
4. Who decided—in advance of public process—that it will be
a ‘new' Forest system? How do you know whether public process
might decide on only a few minor changes or even none at all?
And, perhaps most important:
5. In considering this step, were there suggestions for specific
improvements that will better serve to protect forest land as
forest land?
This last question engages what Islands Trust is all about.
Individual desires and dreams are important, but adapt and
persist more easily than forest, which otherwise doesn’t stand a
chance.
I look forward to your reply.
(Footnote 1: A very few lots, perhaps 3 or 4, were left without
normal options to achieve residential entitlement. The question
ought to be asked, how did they get into this situation? Possible
answers:
a) unrealistic expectations at time of purchase, or
b) lack of due diligence, or
c) no knowledge of (or caring for) Islands Trust goals, or
d) a combination, or, some other reason.
An examination which uncovers the correct answer(s) would be
helpful.)
Brian Mitchell, Galiano Island

More Galiano Meeting
Dear Editor:
A rather strange thing happened at the meeting of the Local
Trust Committee on Galiano on February 15. One of the recently
elected trustees read out a long and complicated ‘Resolution.’
This resolution was not withdrawn, but following comments
from the chair that the resolution was unnecessarily complicated
and appeared to put the cart before the horse, those present were
treated to the amusing spectacle of the trustee voting against his
own resolution.
However, the defeated resolution may have inadvertently
uncovered a detailed agenda on the part of the trustee which has
become increasingly apparent since his recent election. He
outlined ‘specific goals’ of a proposed review of that section of the
Official Community Plan (OCP) dealing with rezoning options to
allow residential development on forest lands. The ‘specific
goals’ were basically to completely reverse the bylaws related to
this section of the OCP and to allow the building of residences on
(minimally taxed) forest land without rezoning. Not that the
community would be consulted regarding the desirability (or
otherwise) of changing the bylaws, but that ‘the goal is’ that
following consultation with the community the bylaws would be
changed as specified in advance by this trustee. Then why
consult?
Having laid out the ‘specific goals’, this trustee then
prospectively limits proposed community input in that
‘discussion and submissions are to be considered within the
context established by this resolution and by the goals of the
particular meeting.’ In other words discussion will be limited to
the goals which this trustee has outlined; so presumably any
alternative discussion will be ruled out of order. There will be a
‘target date for completion,’ so presumably debate will then be
cut off.
And this jogging exercise will be financed by ‘requesting
donations at each meeting’ I understand that the Islands take
turns in reviewing their Official Community Plans, that the
Pender Review is just finishing and that the Galiano Review is
LETTERS, please turn to page 7

NOTICE OF
COMMUNITY INFORMATION MEETING
The owners of Eastpoint Ocean Cottages Ltd. which owns and operates East Point Resort will be
holding a Community Information Meeting concerning a proposal to amend the zoning on their
property. The property is legally described as The South 1/2 of Section 14, Saturna Island, Cowichan
District, Except parts in Plans 13357, 14023, 20126, 38382, 51385, VIP53200, VIP55663, VIP58068
and VIP60837. The subject property is shown on the following sketch map.

The Islands Trust Council is hosting a forum to discuss
tourism, identify options for managing tourism in the Trust
area and enhance community understanding about the
ability of local governments to address tourism topics.
KEYNOTE ADDRESS (THURSDAY EVENING)

Mayor Ken Melamed, Resort Municipality of Whistler
Mayor Melamed will discuss sustainable tourism in the Whistler
context. He will outline some of the community processes and
‘Natural Step’ sustainability principles that Whistler has adopted
to move toward its vision of a complete community.

Program and registration information is available through the
Islands Trust website at www.islandstrust.bc.ca, through
Islands Trust offices on Gabriola Island, Salt Spring Island
and in Victoria; by e-mail to, forum2006@islandstrust.bc.ca;
phone: 250.405.5161; or call toll free via Enquiry BC in
Vancouver 604.660.2421, elsewhere in BC 1.800.663.7867
and ask to be transferred to Marie Smith at the Islands Trust
office in Victoria.There is a registration fee of $26.75 (with
GST), which includes the forum and three meals. This fee is
payable upon registration.
To reserve your place at the forum,
please register by Wednesday, March 15.
Late registrants will be placed on a waiting list.
This forum is partially funded by the Union of British Columbia Municipalities.

At this meeting, the property owner's representatives will present information concerning the proposal
to reduce the density of the resort zoning and other related matters, and will be available to answer
questions. Members of the public interested in learning more about the proposal or making comments
are encouraged to attend. The Islands Trust staff will be available to answer questions.
Questions concerning the proposal should be directed to the property owner at: Box 128
Saturna Island, BC, V0N 2Y0
Islands Trust staff contact is Gary Richardson, Island Planner ph (250) 405-5157
Toll free 1-800-663-7867 email: grichardson@islandstrust.bc.ca

DATE:
Tuesday, March 14 , 2006
TIME:
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
LOCATION: Saturna Island Community Hall, 105 East Point Road, Saturna Island, BC

ISLAND TIDES, Mar 9, 2006, Page 7

New work improves safety
on the Malahat
In mid-February work began on the latest project to improve
safety on the Malahat portion (north of Victoria) of the TransCanada Highway. Work will continue on this project through
mid-March.
The existing median barrier near Tunnel Hill will be
extended for a distance of 1.3 km north, to the start of the four
lane section. Reflectors and improved signage will be installed
along the entire 20-km Highway 1/Malahat/Goldstream Park
corridor. The cost of this project is $220,000.
In total, nearly $8 million has been invested in Malahat
corridor improvements since 2001. In July 2005, a
comprehensive study began to identify and assess all options for
increasing safety and capacity along the Malahat corridor. All
options will be explored: highway realignments, widening the
existing route, bridges, and increased rail and ferry service. i
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AUTOMOTIVE

FOR RENT
Saturna
Island
Business
Opportunity for hard-working
person with agricultural interests.
Gift Shop, greenhouse and trailer,
located 1km from ferry in great
location. 250-539-2975

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY

TRANSMISSION SERVICE

LETTERS from page 6
next. So why the rush? Why the begging bowl?
The only thing that one can depend on in life is constant
ongoing change. Charles Darwin said ‘It is not the strongest of
the species that survive, nor the most intelligent, but the one
most responsive to change.’ Galianoites are not opposed to
change in any form; preserve and protect does not mean petrify.
Change is frequently uncontrollable but whenever change can
be controlled, then such control must be applied for the benefit
of the community as a whole.
In the Gulf Islands we have a unique situation in that change,
in general, must be approved by the community which it is going
to affect. The development of Galiano’s Official Community Plan
took place with full community input over an extended period of
time. If change is proposed, and if public consultation approves
such changes, then by all means let us proceed with change. But
let the community decide on such change and not one narrowlyelected individual.
Anthony Nolan, Galiano Island

Chart Distribution Office Closing
This letter was sent on February 17 to Honourable Loyola
Hearn, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans, and cc’d to Jean
Crowder MP, and David Fisher, Chart Distribution Office and
submitted for publication.
Dear Loyola Hearn:
As Canada’s new Minister of Fisheries and Oceans, you may be
able to halt an unfortunate projected change by the Canadian
Hydrographic Service.
We have just been informed in a chance telephone
conversation that the Chart Distribution Office in Sidney, BC is
to be closed effective April 1, 2006.
In August 2003 dealers were informed that such a move was
being considered and were asked for our input by the end of that
month. A number of us did contact Fisheries and Oceans
Canada as well as our various Members of Parliament, to urge
strongly against the move. We heard nothing further, and
assumed that the decision had been not to alter a system which
is working well. Apparently, we should have been more vigilant.
Below is a copy of the message we sent more than two years ago.
We see no reason to change its wording.
‘Re: Possible consolidation of CHS distribution
We urge the CHS to decide against the consolidation of the
distribution offices, and especially against the closing of the
office in Sidney, BC. The Chart Distribution Office in Sidney is
our favourite federal government agency, and in many ways a
model of what a government service should be—located in the
area which it serves, close to its clients and their needs, and
close to other CHS personnel actively involved in the practical
research resulting in the product for public use (i.e. charts and
accompanying publications), accessible, efficient, and
dependable.
We are a small dealer, directly serving boaters as they travel.
The Distribution Office people understand that we order in
response to demands which change with weather, fishing
patterns, special events, and other factors beyond our control,
and that we cannot keep a large inventory on hand. Most of
our orders are filled within 48 hours; distributing and mailing
from Ottawa would be slower and more costly.
If one Distribution Office is to be closed, we suggest it should
be the Ottawa office—or, preferably, that the Ottawa office be
moved to a centre in the Maritimes, in order to give East Coast
boaters the sort of service we on the West Coast receive from
the Sidney Office.’
Ted and Phyllis Reeve, Gabriola Island

The Downside of Biodiesel
Dear Editor:
I thought I’d let you know about an article re: biodiesel which I
noticed in The Guardian (I think it was the November or
December issue in 2005). The article was written by their
environmental columnist, and had some additional information
of which I wasn’t aware.
According to this article, the type of biodiesel derived from
chips and animal slaugherhouses is alright, but the type
obtained from palm oil isn’t okay for several reasons. For
instance, in Malaysia where they are currently building the
eighth biodiesel plant, they have employed slash and burn
techniques destroying many hectares of old-growth forests. The
indigenous peoples have been pushed out of their homes in
these areas to make way for the palm oil plantations. The type of
palm tree being utilized for oil productions is a low-growing
shrub, which causes the peat type soil to dry—adding carbons to
the atmosphere along with the heavy smoke caused by the prior
burning.
I suppose the potato chip factories cannot supply the
increasing demand for this new fuel, it’s unfortunate because in
theory it’s such a neat idea.
Janice Prevedoros, Galiano Island i

Road test by qualified
technician
Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
40-point driveline
safety check

MANAGEMENT LTD.

only

250-654-0230

.95
39
for cars

$

*

Southern Gulf

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)

HOME & PROPERTY SERIVCES
‘It’s exterior time!’

Pro-MAC

Painting &
Pressure Washing
Serving the Gulf Islands

Call Mac:

250-216-9009

House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER ISLAND LONG TERM:
Ocean Views, furnished, three
bedrooms, interior knotty pine,
cathedral ceilings-$1000.
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.

* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

GSA Auto
Rentals & Sales
Monthly
Rentals
from $525.

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

FOR RENT

Mention this ad and
get an additional
10% off.

25 0 -5 3 7 - 29 9 0 or
1 - 80 0- 8 04 - 62 88
FORMERLY ARMOUR ROOFING

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599
Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca

FOR SALE
Parts car. 1981 Volvo 245DL. Wellmaintained, running, bodywork
poor. Best offer 250-629-3660
17' Davidson Chugger, 1976. 9hp
Farymann diesel burns 1 litre/hr, full
canvass, v-berth, electric head,
swimgrid. VHF & DS. Galvanized
trailer. $9,000 obo. 604-858-4848,
bjstolee@dowco.com

Wooden Hull

Quality Used Cars & Trucks

PENDER ISLAND

We will pick you up
from Ferries and Airport

Unique European styled 3-br
villa on 1.5 acres of forested
land, surrounded by parks.
Secluded location, 200 steps
to the ocean at Shingle Bay.
Incl wood burning fireplace,
sauna, hot tub & many more
luxury features.
Fully
furnished. $900/month.

655-5038
1-800-809-0788
SIDNEYCARS.COM

HEALTH

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252 or
250-478-6937

GETAWAYS

Used by people for
over 3000 years and
recognized by the
World Health
Organization as a safe,
effective, drug-free
therapy for many
common health problems.

MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

Trevor Erikson, R.Ac
Registered Acupuncturist

1-800-800-8608

For an appointment call the
Pender Island Health Centre:

www.mauisuncoast.com

629-3322
SEA BREEZE WITHDRAWN from page 2
the neighbourhood of 71% debt, 28% equity. Why would this
particular project warrant 100% debt financing? This late
change has not so far been adequately explained. Such tactics
suggest that either the provincial government has failed to
achieve control of BC Hydro or, more alarmingly, that it has.
BCUC, the meat in the regulatory sandwich, is clearly trying
hard to achieve both procedural fairness and a good ratepayer
outcome. But in the final analysis, the commission had little
choice but to accept the change in VITR’s financing.
With provincial government policy clearly encouraging
privatization of electricity infrastructure, BCUC had taken the
unprecedented step of setting up a head-to-head competition
between two alternative proposals with the same purpose:
supply additional electricity to Vancouver Island. The proposals
differed financially, technically, in route, in environmental
impacts, and socio-economically. BCTC’s plans must be
characterized as more traditional than innovative.
Sea Breeze, for its part, has no track record in carrying out
any project similar to those for which it has so far sought
approval—be they wind power generation or power
transmission schemes. It has, however, made a number of
innovative and ambitious proposals.
It may be significant that the only apparent alternative to
BCTC was the untried but entrepreneurial Sea Breeze.
A background article, with amusing verbatim extracts from the
Hearing, is published at www.island tides.com. i

LANCE VAESEN ROOFING

Length: 93 ft., Beam: 37 ft.,
Depth: 9 ft.
Mostly submerged, floating
5” above water line
Located in North Vancouver
NO CHARGE
Telephone: 778-549-0829

HOT TUB
COVERS
$299

Ron: 604-722-7437

Acupuncture

Servicing the Gulf Islands

NEED A BREAKWATER?

Rent/Lease/Buy

Traditional Chinese Medicine

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes
& Aluminum Railings
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
C ALL D AVE W O O DE
C O NTRA C TING :

MARINE
ISLAND
MARINE
CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

250-537-5147

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

holger@hermann.ca

Visit our advertisers at:

www.islandtides.com
SATURNA from page 3
Parks and Recreation.

Lyall Creek Further Restored
Parks Canada staff Tod Golumbia, Leila Sumi and Rundi
Koppang, together with Rick Jones and 6 off-Island volunteers
spent a day planting 27 swordferns and 49 red cedar trees in the
area around Robert Montomery’s house, where East Point Road
goes over the new Lyall Creek culvert.
Replanting the area torn up by the stream bed and culvert
changes is one of the last stages of the culvert replacement
project. Bob said it is interesting to see open land jump into a
forest setting in one day!

Winter Cove Broom Pull
On March 25 there’s another Broom Pull at Winter Cove (see
‘What’s On?’, page 5). Bring loppers, gloves, your favorite broom
removal instrument and ‘have at it’ under direction of the
sponsoring groups: the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society,
Parks Canada, and the Saturna Lions. Lunch is provided by funds
from the Vancouver and the Victoria Foundation. Our school kids
are going to come and help out also! And there will be prizes! Pam
Janszen will answer questions you might have. i

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

STANDING SEAM METAL ROOFING
F O R WATER C OLLECTION S YSTEMS

250-656-1334

ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157

CELL 250-361-5028

FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 21 Years

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1
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Power Waiting ~ Wendy Hacking
here are the short ones and then there
are the long ones. You never really know
when one is going to happen. Of course,
there can be signs. Wind, not surprisingly. Wet
snow. These things make you anticipate a long
one and so you get ready. Wood. Soup. Candles.
Books. Batteries.
But sometimes, on a snow-less, cloudless,
breeze-less day, a short one happens—The.
Power. Goes. Out.
You don’t see it first, you hear it. The fivesecond screech of the wired-in smoke detector.
Screeeeech!
‘It’s off!’ he calls. ‘I hear it!’ she replies.
‘Damn’, she mutters. Usually it doesn’t stay off
right away.
Screeeeech! ‘It’s on!’ he calls with misplaced
hope. Screeeeech! ‘Damn, damn damn, my
bread’s just about to go into the oven’, he
exclaims. And waits, hoping, hoping, hoping,
as always, that this will be a short one.
Screeeech! ‘It’s on!’
If you think this might be a short one, you
have your personal lucky charms to make it
stay on. She never resets the digital clocks right
away. He rushes to flush all the toilets.
When the power goes out late on a winter’s
afternoon, it’s almost always a long one. You
know the light from the sun will not linger and
the velvet of darkness will wrap the house early,
so you light the candles and bring in more wood
for the stove. The darkness, relieved in small
circles by candlelight, is wonderfully cozy…for
one night. (You have a tradition: if the power is
off for two nights you open a bottle of good
champagne the second night. Just because.)
Before the battery-operated radio is turned
on to CBC Two, you the hear silence left by the
missing noises of living: the burble of the fishtank air filter; the swish, swish, swish of the
ceiling fan; the cycling hum of the refrigerator.

T

Photo: Priscilla Ewbank

Jesse Guy feeding the Campbell's new lambs on Saturna Island.

They say that you’re supposed to phone it in
when it happens; that there’s no master
computer and technician monitoring when it
goes out and dispatching repairers to your
address. So you find the one phone that doesn’t
need power to operate and tangle with the
power company phone tree.
If you are the first to report it being off, you
actually get to talk to a person. That person
doesn’t know their BC geography very well,
because they always say: ‘We’ll have someone
come right over to your address.’ It’s a lie. But,
‘thank you,’ you say because you’ve learned to
not bother trying to have a dialogue with
someone reading from a script and doing their
job. You know the repairers are, at best, a boatride away on another Island and are rarely
sitting around waiting to respond to your call.
When you navigate the phone tree an hour
later, to see if there is a report of estimated
repair time, the recorded message says: ‘The
estimated approximate repair time is 6pm.’ It is
currently 8pm. Does the message mean the
power should have been on two hours ago and
they haven’t updated the message? Or—oh
God!—does it mean 6pm tomorrow night?
There is just no way to tell. So you wait. The
whole Island waits.
The next day neighbours check on
neighbours. ‘Need anything?’ ‘Got any 2%?’
‘We brought Evelyn over last night for soup and
to sleep on the couch by our fire. She’s 95 now,
you know.’
As you go about your day, you can almost
feel a collective re-ordering of lives geared to the
automated telephone tree report: ‘The
estimated approximate repair time is 6pm.’ It’s
6pm. The power is still off.
It’s 7pm. Screeeeech! ‘It’s on!’ ‘I know, I
heard it! But it looks kind of brown!’
Screeeeeech! ‘Dammit’. ‘Open the
champagne!’ i

Salt Spring’s first Faerie Camp
During the March break, Salt Spring is having
its first ever children’s Faerie Camp.
Participants will explore traditional Celtic
beliefs about nature and the Spring Equinox as
they move through creative writing, costume
and set making, nature study, singing, dance,
acting and cooking.
Everything the children learn and create

during the week will become a part of the finale
performance for family and friends, which
happens to fall on St Patrick’s Day.
Camp Director Oona McOuat (250-5386228) has recently moved to Salt Spring. She has
over 20 years experience as a Celtic harpist,
storyteller, dancer, actor, and teacher and has
worked with children in many creative settings. i

Accommodation

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands

soulful
DANCERS
heavenly
VOICES

Pender Island, BC

250-629-3920 or
1-877-629-3930
Toll-free in North America

www.soundpassageadventures.com
Whale Watching / Eco-Tours, Winery Tours • Scuba Diving
Charters, Lessons & Rentals • Power & Sailing Charters &
Lessons • Fishing Charters • Kayak & Paddle Boat Rentals •
Corporate Retreats • Water Transportation / Island Hopping

and handel’s
magnificent

March & 8 PM

2 PM

SOUND PASSAGE ADVENTURES INC.

SERVING SIDNEY AND SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS

MUSIC

M AT I N E E :

CHOREOGRAPHY: Mauricio

Wainrot
Frederic Handel
SET & COSTUME DESIGN: Carlos Gallardo

March 

The Haven B&B

MUSIC: George

In Peaceful Victoria

Royal Theatre

OPEN FOR SPRING?
Le t Vi si t o rs K n o w

250-598-7015

250-62 9-36 60

Tara Birtwhistle & Jaime Vargas

PHOTO:

David Cooper

Featuring
RWB TOURING ORCHESTRA and
UNIVERSIT Y OF VICTORIA CHAMBER SINGERS

Close to UVic, hospital & the
ocean. Organic breakfasts,
private bathrooms. $40-$60

www.rwb.org

Call 386-6121 or 1-888-717-6121

refresh your soul

STUDENT/SENIOR/GROUP DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

MEDIA
SPONSORS

Invest Ethically

We offer

visitors a

better deal!
Our quality accommodation includes:
indoor pool, sauna,
free parking, in-room coffee,
a convenient location
and a warm welcome.
Stay with us.

from

Caring where your money is invested
can go hand in hand with good returns.
Learn more at: www.pinchgroup.ca

39

$

*

Take notice that Manfred
Otto Breuers of Salt Spring
Island, BC intends to make
application to Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
10-year lease for ResidentialPrivate Moorage situated on

Provincial Crown land located
in the vicinity of Captain Pass,
Salt Spring Island, BC.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is 1412783. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Senior Land Officer at
501-345
Wallace
Street,
Nanaimo, BC, V9R 5B6.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until April 9, 2006. ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at
www.lwbc.bc.ca under Current
Land Applications for more
information.
Be advised that any
responses to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
regional office of the Integrated
Land Management Bureau.
CAPTAIN
PASSAGE
AREA OF
APPLICATION
LOT 1
LOT 2
LOT 3

LOT 4

SALT SPRING ISLAND

3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC V8Z 3K4

ADVERTISE!

1-800-997-6797

250-629-3660

across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

(250) 405-2468
(877) 405-2400

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

www.blueridgeinn.ca
* Single
occupancy.
Subject
Valid
March
31, 2006.
* Single
occupancy.
Subjecttotoavailability.
availability. Valid
to to
March
31, 2003

www.islandtides.com

