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The 2016 herring fishery off the east coast of Denman Island.

ROUND THE ISLANDS

Gabriolans Surveyed On Roadside Signage

The Gabriola Local Trust Committee is in the process of
developing a policy on roadside signage for businesses and
events. This policy would be expressed in Land Use Bylaw Nº
177. A community outreach survey has been developed in order
to obtain public opinion on roadside signs. It is available online
on the LTC website, or in hard copy from the Islands Trust
office. Completed survey forms should be in by March 28.

More Money For Incorporation Study
The Salt Spring Island Incorporation Study Committee is
receiving $135,000 in additional funding to complete its work
on potential impacts of incorporation as an island municipality,
Community, Sport and Cultural Development Minister Peter
Fassbender said on March 15.
Appointed last June, the nine-member volunteer
Incorporation Study Committee is charged with overseeing a
study and public engagement process that provides those living
on Salt Spring Island with the facts needed to make an informed
decision on the option of incorporation, if asked in a referendum
vote.
The new funding will allow for: preparation of a road
condition assessment report by an independent consulting
engineer; additional public events to disseminate the road
assessment results; an update of the financial information in
the study to match property tax bills scheduled for distribution
this May; and research and analysis to address issues and
questions raised by the community and integration of the
provincial restructure assistance offer, once issued.
Combined with an initial grant of $120,000, the additional
funding brings the total provincial support for the committee
to $255,000. Government expects the final study report to be
completed this fall.

Proposed Freighters Anchorages Off
Gabriola Coast
A proposal to establish five anchorages along the Northeast
coast of Gabriola Island—to create ‘overflow parking’ for cape-

Fossil Fuel News - Patrick Brown
CEAA Evaluation of Pacific Northwest LNG
First to Include an Upstream GHG Estimate

size freighters heading to BC ports—will cause irreparable harm
to the environment, yet the only environmental study being
done is of questionable value, says the group organized to
oppose the anchorages.
The five anchorages are being sought by Pacific Pilotage
Authority on behalf of the BC Chamber of Shipping, Port Metro
Vancouver and the Nanaimo Port Authority. They are proposed
for overflow parking for 300-metre vessels while they wait to
load coal and other commodities at BC ports. Locations for a
further five anchorages are also being sought elsewhere in the
Southern Georgia Strait.
‘Anchoring giant freighters off the coast of Gabriola Island
has extreme potential for environmental disaster, but the only
study being undertaken by the proponent is not a true
environmental assessment,’ says Franz Gigl, a spokesperson of
Gabriolans Against Freighter Anchorages Society (GAFA), a
grassroots group that has grown up in the past year to stop these
anchorages.
In contrast to environmental assessments conducted under
the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, the proponentlead study of the environmental impacts of anchoring ships in
this area will not be subjected to independent scrutiny. That
means this study will not have an independent expert consider
whether these anchorages are really needed or whether there
are less harmful and less intrusive alternatives. As the
consultant preparing the study is engaged and paid by the
proponents of these anchorages, they are deciding themselves
what environmental impacts are important and what
mitigation measures will be adequate, says GAFA.
‘This report is not a ‘true environmental assessment’, it is
just a study where the proponents of the anchorages have
determined the study’s parameters and limits, and have
excluded factors that are hugely important in judging the actual
environmental impact,’ says Gigl. ‘The results are entirely
foreseeable and we expect the study to ignore important factors
and support the anchorages without looking at all the facts.’

The Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency has
presented a draft report to the federal government that
concludes: ‘the Project is likely to cause significant adverse
environmental effects as a result of greenhouse gas emissions
after taking into consideration the implementation of best
achievable technology and management practices and
compliance with the BC Greenhouse Gas Industrial Reporting
and Control Act.’
CEAA’s Pacific Northwest LNG project evaluation is the first
since Bill C-38 which has included consideration of upstream
GHG emissions, which, said the CEAA, would add between 6.5
to 8.7 million tonnes of CO2 equivalent (CO2e) per year to the
liquefaction plant’s direct emissions of 5.2 million tonnes.
Upstream GHG emissions result from the drilling,
production, and transportation of natural gas to the liquefaction
plant. They include ‘fugitive emissions’, which are basically leaks
from the system; primarly methane, which has many times
greater greenhouse effect than CO2.
With respect to the upstream GHG emissions, the report
says: ‘The upstream greenhouse gas emissions estimate of
6.5–8.7 million tonnes CO2e per year can be characterized
similarly to the direct emissions: high in magnitude,
continuous, irreversible and global in extent.’
With regard to downstream emissions, the report also notes:
‘The burning of natural gas has the potential to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions internationally if it replaces the
burning of coal and diesel; however, this type of analysis is
beyond the scope of the EA for the Project.’
The only other adverse environmental consequence noted
in the report affects harbour porpoises. However, on March 9,
a letter signed by 130 scientists urged the government to reject
the report, citing ‘inadequate consideration’ of the project’s
effects on Skeena River salmon. The Northwest LNG proposal
would include a trestle and suspension bridge to transport LNG
from the Lelu Island plant to the ship loading facility; these
structures would cross the edge of Flora and Agnew Banks,
prime eelgrass rearing habitat for Skeena River salmon.
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Citizen Scientist Find
Dear Editor:
I am a student living on Galiano Island where I have committed
myself to a study of the regional ecology. Recently I created a
couple of online resources, including a citizen science project
on iNaturalist and an Encyclopedia of Life ‘Place’, which
features the habitats of Galiano and hosts historical records of
species known to the island.
These resources are complementary to an educational series
I am organizing through Continuing Ed on Galiano, which is
focused on documenting and learning about the biodiversity of
the island. So far there has been good reception of the project
and quite a few people are now involved, mapping the local
flora and fauna.
Recently I was excited to see an observation of a rare lichen
‘Biodiversity Galiano Island’, posted by an islander who was
documenting a bigleaf maple in her neighbourhood.
Leptogium polycarpum (aka the peacock vinyl lichen) is a
federal ‘Species of Concern’ previously unreported for Galiano
and considered critically imperiled in Canada. According to
COSEWIC, the lichen reaches the limit of its northern
distribution in Canada where it is known from only 13 locations
in the coastal forests of south western British Columbia with
one isolated location in Haida Gwaii. It normally grows on
maple and other deciduous trees, but bigleaf maple is its
favourite.
An expert positively identified the specimen we collected,
which will be accessioned at the Beaty Biodiversity Museum
under the name of the collector, Lauren Magner. The discovery
is newsworthy from the perspective of conservation biology,
but also in terms of the growing significance of citizen science
worldwide.
Check
out
the
observation
online
at:
http://www.inaturalist.org/observations/2767527
Andrew Simon, Galiano

Capital Regional District

Attention:

Southern Gulf Islands Contractors,
Suppliers and Trades People
The Capital Regional District (CRD) is establishing pre-qualiﬁed
on-island contractors and/or trades service providers who can
assist the CRD in the operation and maintenance of its utility
and harbour services and projects. Examples of the types of
pre-qualiﬁed services may include excavation and hauling,
plumbing, electrical, pipe laying, fencing and general carpentry,
painting, powerwashing and cleaning, commercial diving,
etc. This notice is for pre-qualiﬁcation only and does not
guarantee work will be obtained from the CRD.
For more information, please visit www.crd.bc.ca/business
or contact Kevin Evans at:
E: kevans@crd.bc.ca
T: 250.474.9674
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Dear Editor:
In regard to the news on March 8 about the dangerous lead
levels in the drinking water at our provincial legislative
buildings.
By all means, go to all the lengths required to upgrade and
make safe the drinking water for our Legislature. I wouldn’t
wish dangerous water on anyone, including the BCLiberal
Party’s Christy Clark and Mary Polak.
The focus of my emails to them all for almost four years has
been that everyone deserves safe drinking water, as much as
we do here at Shawnigan Lake (including those at the
Legislature staff, MLAs and visitors).
I imagine the cost for upgrading the drinking water systems
at the Leg will be very high. Maybe once the project is completed
Clark and Polak can truck some of it up here to us in Shawnigan.
Please don’t use the same trucks that are delivering
contaminated soil/waste to our watershed now. Just saying…
Elaine Dale Fitch, Shawnigan Lake

Ministry Can Cancel Dumping Permit
Letter from Minister of the Environment Mary Polak.
Dear Ms Dale Fitch:
Thank you for your emails of December 10 and 20, 2015, which
were also addressed to the Honourable Christy Clark, Premier,
regarding the waste discharge authorization for Cobble Hill
Holdings Ltd (also known as South Island Aggregates). As your
enquiry falls under the responsibility of the Ministry of
Environment, I am pleased to respond on behalf of Premier
Clark.
The decision to grant a waste discharge authorization to
Cobble Hill Holdings was made by an independent statutory
decisionmaker, in accordance with the Environmental
Management Act. This decision is independent of any political
process. The ministry is responsible for ensuring qualified
professionals review applications, monitoring for compliance
and carrying out enforcement as necessary. As Minister, I must
respect the independence of ministry technical experts and
decisionmakers and ensure I do not act without appropriate
evidence. As you know, the decision was appealed to the
Environmental Appeal Board (EAB), which carefully reviewed
the permit including all its requirements, considered all the
evidence, and confirmed the permit subject to directions. The
director subsequently amended the permit in accordance with
the EAB directions. The ministry respects the decision of the
EAB and expects the permittee to fully comply with the permit
including all its requirements.
Information about the permit itself, as well as water quality
testing and permit compliance, is available on the ministry’s
website.
The ministry is aware that the Shawnigan Residents
Association filed a petition with the British Columbia Supreme
Court alleging the company engaged in fraudulent behaviour
during the permitting and subsequent Environmental Appeal
Board process.
At this time, the permit has been amended in accordance
with the Environmental Appeal Board’s decision and remains
valid. While we do take this subject seriously, as the matter is
currently before the courts (March 2), we cannot comment
further.
You have asked for the cancellation of the permit. As the
Minister of Environment, I have specific powers provided to me
under the Environmental Management Act for suspending or
cancelling a permit. The ministry continues to monitor all
permittees and where appropriate, and in accordance with the
Act, decisions around suspension and cancellation may be
made.
Thank you again for taking the time to write.
Mary Polak, Minister of Environment

Look After The Herring & The Fishery
Will Look After Itself
The following letter was sent to Fisheries & Oceans Minister
Hunter Tootoo.
Dear Minister:
I have been fishing since 1949. I liked herring fishing and even
have the material to build a herring seine. But I will never get to
use it as I have no license. I refused to take a license when they
were available as I was talking against herring fishing until the
herring population built up nearer to old levels. They started
the roe fishing and have continued until this time even when
the herring have been almost wiped out on the east side of the
Strait from False Creek to Knight Inlet. Now they appear to be
starting to rebuild on this side of the strait.
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I plead with you: Wait for a few more years until the herring
numbers come back nearer to old levels. Then all fish numbers,
salmon, cod, everything, will be plentiful again. When herring
were plentiful there were lots of salmon and cod (and even
dogfish).
Ernie Silvey used to buy cod at Egmont and for March and
half April he took 35,000lbs of cod to Vancouver. Then he had
a heart attack and there was no buyer. Now there are no herring
and thus nothing else. If we could let the herring build up the
other fish would also rebuild to everyone’s benefit.
Wait until the Sliammon people say it is alright before you
open Areas 15 and 16 for herring. We will all benefit. I will be
too old but the younger ones will benefit. I have not fished
herring because of my own decision but let my sacrifice not to
have been in vain. Please keep these areas closed.
Billy Griffith, Egmont

Eastern Strait Fishery
The following letter was sent to the Prime Minister, The
Honourable Justin Trudeau.
Dear Prime Minister:
The proposed herring fishery (east strait) is an outrage and an
environmental disgrace. It is the equivalent of a farmer eating
his own seed corn. These herring are all that’s left of a massive
population.
Rather than pressuring their very survival why not let them
naturally repopulate the Salish Sea and beyond. This is nothing
in terms of commercial value compared to the many
environmental benefits of these foundation fish surviving.
Please stop this pitiful and disgraceful hunt.
John McIntosh, Savary Island

World TB Day: March 24
Dear Editor:
Could we truly eradicate tuberculosis? I am hoping that the
answer to this question lies within us and that with a fresh new
government in power, we might be able to persuade the
Canadian public to consider a world without this age old
disease.
It is tempting to think that this does not affect us in Canada,
however, in the far north, it is still a huge problem. Given that
one person with TB can infect 10 to 15 others within a year, it
behooves us to do something about this.
This year's World Tuberculosis Day will be marked with the
unfortunate distinction that we have now allowed this
preventable, curable disease to become the world's biggest
communicable killer. On World TB Day, let us consider what
each one of us might be able to do to push in the right direction.
To quote lead singer Bono of U2: ‘Because we can, we must!’
Connie Lebeau, Victoria

Galiano Governance Changing?
Dear Editor:
A new style of governance is emerging on Galiano Island. The
Local Trust Committee meeting on March 7 left a lot of people
thinking ‘Toto I don't think we are in Kansas anymore’.
Proposed changes to the Forest zone bylaws (representing
an area the size of Mayne Island) were rubber-stamped to move
forward. Local Trust Committee Chair Laura Bushekin
proposed the motion and Trustee Harris voted in favour.
Trustee Pottle was opposed and would not second the motion.
The change—that in exchange for a lot of density, ten times
more than the existing bylaw would allow, the landowner could
instead of donating land as an amenity for the up-zoning be
required to only covenant the land. Chair Bushekin in proposing
and voting in favour of the motion then made a statement ‘that
in her view to covenant the land was enough’. Trustee Harris
followed up with the comment ‘that if he could see 75% of the
forest zoned lands under covenant this way he would be very
happy’. Chair Bushekin and Trustee Harris had overlooked the
bylaw provisions exisitng since March 2000.
This is the second meeting at which Chair Bushekin spoke
not from the perspective of the Galiano Official Community
Plan but rather from her personal views. Our elected trustees
should be the voice of the people and it is only after all the people
have been heard that they can speak about what they heard.
Strong personal opinions and bias at the beginning of a process
is damaging to the process and causes community strife. Do
Trustees Bushekin and Harris really have an open mind after
voicing these statements ?
Neither the Chair nor Trustee Harris were concerned that
the bylaw amendments they proposed could trigger the Private
Managed Forest Land Legislation (PMFL), giving the PMFL
prominence over the Galiano Forestry Bylaws. At this point
unrestrained concern from the audience stopped the meeting.
LETTERS, please turn to next page
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LNG not ’the cleanest fossil fuel on the planet’- Eoin Finn

LETTERS from previous page
Only then did the Chair agree to draft a
resolution to have staff and legal counsel
review the question the people wanted
answered. However Chair Bushekin and
Trustee Harris were not prepared to table the
motion to prepare draft bylaws for the high
density/covenant option they had made until
the information about PMFL was known.
What were Chair Bushekin and Trustee
Harris thinking? Under their watch, another
application for one residence to fifty acres with
a sustainable forestry covenant is almost
complete. Shouldn’t that applicant also have
the option of this high density scenario the
Chair and Trustee Harris are moving on; that
is, on fifty acres of Forest land there would be
30 huts, a commercial kitchen/dining area, a
manager’s cottage, a meditation hall, a bath
house, two outhouses, a tenting area and
parking for 20 cars?
This proposed change would undo all the
planning for the Forest zone since before
McMillan Bloedel sold their tree farm in 1991.
What an insult to years of local government
process.
What are the applicants of the 30 hut plus
scenario thinking of ? It is my understanding
a non-profit society cannot be political or they
are vulnerable to losing their society status.
Their application has become very political,
proposing a change to a land use designation
of approximately 6,000 acres. Attendants for
the application, who represent the society,
went on in the same meeting to state their
opinions that the forest zone needs this kind
of ‘opening up’ and that the nature of their
development is the amenity they are offering.
The same advocates for the society are actively
soliciting names on a petition. I shall be
following up with the Registrar of Societies on
this point.
When you are undertaking changes that
are so drastic, there is a requirement to consult
the people. Using one application to trigger it,
Trustees Bushekin and Harris (supposedly
representing the Islands Trust Act) are

planning on changing the largest zoning
designation, one that has the highest impact
on the elevated water catchments for all the
aquifers on Galiano Island.
I see the proposed changes as being so
broad and far-reaching that a formal public
review is required before any such changes are
even contemplated.
This high-density, 30 hut plus development
on fifty acres at the North End is just the
beginning. In October 2015 the Islanders were
sent an open letter from new forest land
owners between Mount Galiano and Mount
Sutil. In their letter they express a desire for a
similar scenario of 40 huts plus accompaning
infrastructure to facilitate them as well as
having houses.
If you have an interest in or are concerned
about this high density development or the
Private Managed Forest Land Legislation
dominating Galiano it is important to attend
the meetings of the LTC.
The next meeting is April 4 at the North
Galiano Community Hall, 12:30 pm. If you
can’t attend you could write a letter to the
Galiano Local Trust Committee, #200-1627
Fort Street, Victoria, BC V8R 1H8 — don't
expect an answer.
Debbie Holmes, Galiano Island

would be possible but for the fact that China is
far busier pursuing renewable energy than
switching-out existing coal-powered plants for
new LNG ones. And, were that to happen, BC’s
air quality would be made significantly worse.
From that perspective, LNG seems a bridge to
nowhere, as peer-reviewed scientific research
at Cornell University has established:
www.acsf.cornell.edu/Assets/ACSF/docs/attac
hments/Howarth-EtAl-2011.pdf.
For ‘direct’ emissions from the downstream
LNG plants, BC has set an emission intensity
guideline of 16%–16 tonnes of CO2 emitted for
every 100 tonnes of LNG produced. As most
plants will exceed 28% intensity, the 16% is an
‘aspirational’ guideline – these plants will pay
a penalty of roughly $17.70 for every tonne of
the excess. This might seem an incentive to go
electric, but is not, because burning its own gas
to generate power is a far cheaper alternative
than capturing the CO2 (currently costing
around $100-plus per tonne), or using grid
electricity to power the plant (BC Hydro grid
power rates are 2-3 times costlier than using
onsite gas turbines to generate power. These
rates are subsidized by BC Hydro’s residential
customers).
Clearly, BC’s nascent LNG industry has a
long way to go before it can pass any reasonable
climate test. So says peer-reviewed science. The
current swan-dive of the economic
fundamentals of the LNG industry worldwide
will give it time to clean up its climate act.
Whether that can happen before our inevitable
transition to renewable energies renders LNG
obsolete, is questionable. 0

Eoin (Owen) Finn, who has an MBA in
International Business, is a retired partner of
KPMG, one of the world’s biggest audit and
management advisory services. If you have
questions, please contact Eoin Finn, email:
efinn@shaw.ca, ph: 604-715-7991.
Stop Press:Environment & Climate Change
Minister Catherine McKenna has approved
Woodfibre
LNG’s,
environmemental
assessment, saying the project is not likely to
cause significant adverse environmental
effects.

LETTERS, please turn to page 6

Now when the public has concern
For problems that it needs to learn,
It’s nice to know the government
Will quickly act to implement
A Royal Commission on that score,
With expert fact-finders, and more;
And if the cost goes off the roof,
It’s only ’cause we need the truth.
Why is it, then, we have this fact
Where-in they simply fail to act ?
We’ve had it in the Cohen Commission,
A costly but ignored submission,
And now official comment’s lacking
On that report we got on fracking,
Some months ago it came out new Let’s hope by now it’s not lost, too !
This was an excellent report
With ‘Safety First’ as its first thought.
There’s so much that we do not know,
The upshot of it was ‘go slow’
That’s what the panel begged to state
With fourteen experts on its slate;
A most important document,
Asked for by our Environment.
I must admit BC’s government
Those months ago did make comment,
Decrying it across the board
They jumped around and called it flawed.
It seems Victoria’s hallowed halls
Contain their share of ‘know-it-alls’!
Though care of the environment
Should all be part of government.
But truth is often hard to find
When MP’s have an axe to grind.
While scientists who’re worth their salt
Are conscientious to a fault;
The question is, for me and you,
Did this report get lost, too?
— H.Barry Cotton
In our last edition, poem ‘What Goes Up’
was also by H Barry Cotton.
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New Roof For Bayside School
Dear Editor:
We heard on March 2 from the Bayside
Middle School Parent Advisory Council (PAC)
that the Minister of Education has now
promised to replace the leaking roof at the
school. This roof has cost School District Nº63
almost $400,000 trying to patch it and fix the
damage done inside the school, including most
recently, the remediation of mold in the walls
of the library and art class.
The Ministry has repeatedly rejected
requests by the school district for capital
funding to replace the roof, including the most
recent rejection earlier this year under
Minister Mike Bernier’s watch. When the
Minister was first questioned about the leaking

Fracking Report

our $30 annual voluntary subscription makes a
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O

nly if you had been banished from BC fracking fluids, water and sand to shatter the
would you have missed the claim by shale formations and release the gas. From
the BC Government, repeated over wells there, it is piped to cleansing stations,
and over in the past three years, that Liquefied where the by-product gases (CO2, propane,
Natural Gas is: ‘the cleanest fossil fuel on the pentane, etc) other than methane are
planet’, ‘cleaner than coal’, ‘will clean up China’s removed—the CO2 is vented and the others
air’. It’s part of the climate change solution,’
flared off.
say LNG’s avid cheerleaders.
From there, the gas is sent via
Trouble is—none of these claims
pipelines using gas-powered
‘These figures—
is true and the BC government
compressor stations to a
which do not include
knew it three years ago.
liquefaction plant, chilled to a
Back in 2013, the BC
frosty minus 162ºC, and
downstream burning and
government’s
Climate
loaded into tankers for
leakage emissions - make
Secretariat paid $16,000 of
shipment to (mostly) Asia,
BC’s LNG a worse climate
taxpayers’ money to a
where
it is regasified for
changer than coal over a full
Calgary consulting firm to
(mostly)
industrial uses.
wellhead-to-wheels
prepare a report about
￼The
2013
Climate
lifecycle analysis. ’
greenhouse
gas
(GHG)
Secretariat report concluded that
emissions from natural gas
all parts of this chain leak
exploration, fracking, pipelining and
methane—significantly more than
liquefaction. It was published in May of that industry admits. For power, the chain also
year—the same time a long list of promises burns the methane to CO2 and produces huge
about the benefits of developing an LNG amounts of GHGs into BC’s air. The wells,
industry in BC became key to BCLiberal pipeline compressor stations and liquefaction
Premier Clark’s election platform.
plants will all be powered by cannibalizing the
The report, which had sobering things to say fracked gas supply—over 20% of it. That
about the climate-changing effects of LNG combustion will release plumes of planetemissions around the world and BC’s LNG in warming CO2 (BC’s proposed 20 million tonne
particular, didn’t see the light of day until much LNG plants will each emit over 5 million tonnes
later, and has been wilfully ignored ever since. of it annually—9% of BC’s total emissions) –
However, climate change has propelled the adding hugely to the effects of the methane
subject of LNG emissions back into the leaks along the way. The report shows (above)
spotlight. The new government in Ottawa has that, when upstream, transmission and
added a climate test for all fossil-fuel projects, liquefaction leakages and emissions are
including BC’s 20-plus LNG proposals, all of combined, BC’s gas-powered LNG (‘BCwhich had excluded climate effects from their standard’) would release significantly more
environmental assessments.
GHGs than most others, worldwide. Even gridAlthough natural gas (methane) is a clean- powered LNG production (‘e-LNG’) would
burning fuel, when it is leaked into the exceed the global average and be a significant
atmosphere as uncombusted methane, it is a contributor to global warming, and only one
highly potent greenhouse gas (86 times more small LNG plant (Woodfibre LNG in Howe
potent than CO2 measured over 20 years). Sound) will be grid-powered.
That makes even small leaks a significant
These figures—which do not include
concern. And, as shown in US studies, there are downstream burning and leakage emissions—
significant leaks in all parts of the gas make BC’s LNG a worse climate changer than
extraction, cleansing and distribution chain.
coal over a full wellhead-to-wheels lifecycle
The LNG lifecycle starts in the fracking fields analysis. Cleaner-burning, yes, but not ‘cleaner’
of Northeast BC where the gas is extracted by overall.
fracking. That brute force technique uses
Promises to make Beijing’s air cleaner
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Eagle visits Bowen Queen in dock at Otter Bay. Is it waiting for MV Salish Eagle to be in service?

Why is Canadian LNG largely unregulated?
Elizabeth May MP

B

ritish Columbians need to have a say on the provincial in BC—or anywhere in Canada—without first ensuring we have
government’s commitment to link the province’s a robust regulatory system to ensure public safety.
economic future to a very large bet on LNG. The total
Liquified Natural Gas, while a fossil fuel, does not behave
number of plants currently proposed for BC approach in anything like crude oil or bitumen. It is highly volatile and
volume the entire current global capacity. Yet, any review of the flammable. It is shipped once it has been super-cooled to minus
global industry reveals declining demand. When examined for 160 degrees. Condensed it is smaller by volume. An accident
its greenhouse gas implications, the LNG bet is a bet against causing LNG to leak will not coat our coastlines with a toxic and
making our targets and avoiding catastrophic climate change. nasty crude-like mess.
The natural gas in the BC industry is not conventional; it is
A pierced hull can result in the ship going off like a bomb.
fracked. And fracked natural gas has the same carbon
Or the LNG can leak out and pool above the water. In
impact as coal.
the case of a leak over ocean water, the volume of
‘ The natural gas
It is instructive to review the rules and
LNG grows once escaped from its frozen
in the BC industry is not
regulations surrounding the LNG industry in
condition on board. The rising water vapours
conventional; it is fracked.
the US and compare them to those in Canada.
from the ocean can convert it into a toxic gas
And fracked natural gas has
Whether one is for or against Premier Christy
cloud. Such a cloud could be enormous,
Clark’s commitment to tie the economic future
covering a very large area. If it comes in contact
the same carbon impact
of BC to the LNG industry, at a minimum, British
with
an ignition source, by, for example, floating
as coal.’
Columbians would assume that the industry will be
back from the ocean to reach the land, there are
stringently regulated for the safety of all our citizens.
many potential courses for the spark that sets off the toxic
But the more I dig into it, the more Canadian regulation of cloud. Then it can still go off like a bomb. Protecting adjacent
LNG reminds me of the way Transport Canada regulated the populations, especially populated areas from such extremely
railcars perched on the hillside above Lac Megantic, Quebec. It unlikely, catastrophic events is the responsibility of
did not violate any Transport Canada regulation that highly governments.
dangerous Bakken crude was left unattended without the
In the US, there are two kinds of regulations to address these
brakes on, in an antiquated rail car on a train track on the hill threats. One is a set back—or exclusion zone—preventing any
above the town. We know that the railcars rolled down hill other vessels, whether commercial ships, fishing boats or
creating a fireball that destroyed the centre of the Lac Megantic, recreational crafts, anywhere near the LNG tankers. The
killing 47 people. Following that disaster, Transport Canada setback zones can be as large as 1.5 kilometres in all directions
began tightening up the rules.
from the vessel. The US government has specifically raised the
We cannot afford to establish a highly dangerous industry concern of LNG vessels becoming the target of opportunistic
terrorist attack. (No need to make your own bomb if the LNG
industry does it for you.)
Canada as yet has no such exclusion zones. The previous
government explained this by saying Canada did not have the
same risk of terrorist attack. Odd, since the secret police act C51 was justified based on claiming Canada was being specifically
targeted by jihadi extremists and we seem to think our airport
security has to seize toothpaste in packaging that allows more
than 100 ml of the dangerous stuff—but LNG tankers are just
fine. I believe the new government will have to establish
exclusion zones. LNG industry sources tell me they do not
LNG UNREGULATED, please turn to next page
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Pipelines, trade deals and public participation
Thomas Teuwen

P

robably the safest way to transport crude oil is through
pipelines. Provided, of course, that these pipelines are
built and maintained to the highest standards and that
the regulatory agencies responsible for maintaining those
standards actually do their job. Something the NEB is ill
equipped to do.
Building a pipeline to transport crude from Alberta to
Quebec and Atlantic Canada was on the table after the energy
shock of the 1970s but instead of incentivising what was then
the safest course of action, decisions were driven by profit and
we continued to supply Eastern Canada with foreign oil brought
to our shores in tankers.
Now that the era of big oil is drawing to a close, and the
realization is sinking in that to save our biosphere we have to
leave the carbon in the ground, the idea of ‘Energy East’ is
reborn. NDP Premier Notley and the Conservative oil lobby are
steadfast in their determination to convince us that we need to
approve these pipelines before the market dries up. But their
objective is not to transport Alberta crude to Eastern Canada,
it’s the same as all other pipelines being proposed; to ship
dangerous dilbit to tide water for shipment and processing
overseas. The fact that Energy East will be designed to also
transport crude when required is just dressing the wolf in
sheep’s clothing.
And it’s therein that our challenge lies. All the major issues
facing us right now are miscommunicated in an effort to
polarize discussion and draw battle lines. Bitumen is a solid and
could be safely transported by simply loading it into rail cars. If
there were a long term market for carbon fuels, Bitumen could
be refined in Alberta, as Peter Lougheed proposed, and the
upgraded crude could be safely piped to Canadian markets.
But to invest in the technologies of the past makes no sense
at a time when even Bloomberg is waking up to the potential of
the future.

The same holds true for the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP).
As Bernie Sanders (the burning champion of the US working
class) and Jim Balsillie (former BlackBerry CEO worth over
$800 million) agree, the TPP is not about free trade at all, it’s
about a race to the bottom. (Where have we heard that before?)
The trade part is the lipstick on the pig, to mix metaphors.
The pig is the investor-state agreement or more accurately the
#ISDS (Investor-State Dispute Settlement) agreement that is
tucked into these so called ‘Free Trade’ deals like a Pillsbury ‘Pig
in a Blanket’. We need to unpack these issues and separate the
hot-dog from the bun.
There are solutions, workable solutions, effective solutions,
for Canada. But there is a systemic resistance to them in Ottawa.
Even as we assume (as appearances would suggest) that Justin
Trudeau and his gender balanced cabinet are on side with a
constructive, sustainable and Canadian approach to these
challenges, the civil service, on which they depend, is riddled
with ‘little Harperites’ who rose to their status in the
bureaucracy because of their philosophical alignment with the
single minded policies of our last prime minister.
It will take years to change that culture but in the meantime
there are thirty ministers who need public pressure and support
if they are to move our country forward. Imagine yourself in
their shoes, wanting to do the right thing but being advised that
they have to stay the course and maintain the old trajectory
because doing anything else is just too risky.
Then they are subjected to the lobbyists who, surprise,
surprise, are not resting easy now that the election is over and
an opposition in the house that continues to feed the
polarization by scoring political points. A tweet, email or letter
sent directly to a minister or parliamentary secretary can
counter balance these pressures and demonstrate that we the
people, really do care. 0

MLA Report - Claire Tevena, North Island

P

eople often repeat the line that ‘it’s Question Period but
not answer period’ to shrug off the fact that Christy Clark
and the BC Liberals don’t answer Opposition questions
in the Legislature. However, in a healthy democracy there has
to be accountability and that means not just asking questions
but also getting honest and full responses.
This week the Premier refused to answer questions about the
health researchers who were summarily dismissed without
justification four years ago. At that time, the BCLiberals misled
the public saying there was an RCMP investigation. One of the
researchers killed himself. Now the individuals and their
families are trying to get legal help so they can fully participate
in the Ombudsman’s investigation into what happened. While

the Attorney General avoided giving plain answers about why
the government was not providing the families assistance for
legal counsel, the Premier sat in her place in the Legislature and
simply smiled.
Often it is the Attorney General herself who stays seated
when asked a question. This week that happened when, on
International Women’s Day, we asked about provincial access
to rape kits, resources in the Ministry of Justice to ensure reports
of sexual assault are dealt with quickly. Instead of taking the
question she let the Minister of Health respond.
Cabinet ministers sit with large binders on their desks ready
to flick to the relevant section when we in the Opposition ask a
MLA REPORT, please turn to page 7
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What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Single-venue (50 words): $39.90 includes image •
Multi-venue (70 words): $52.50 includes image
Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard, please •

islandtides@islandtides.com or 250.216.2267

Easter Saturday, March 26

Pender Farmers Institute Saturday Market—first of the year:
fresh, local produce, baked goods, local art, artisan works and
demonstrations, culinary delights, buskers; bring your friends and
family, enjoy coffee and a snack, you never know what you’ll find
or who you’ll meet • Community Hall • 9:30am-1pm • Info:
www.pifi.ca • PENDER ISLAND

Easter Sunday, March 27

17th annual South Pender Easter Art Walk—come out
and meet South Pender artists in their studios; several
new participants this year; win an Easter basket; maps at
each studio, watch for yellow balloons • Noon to 5pm •
Info: Susan Taylor 250 629 6661 • SOUTH PENDER

Thursdays, March 31 & April 7

LNG UNREGULATED from previous page
expect to have exclusion zones more than 250 meters.
Meanwhile there are also US rules about the proximity to
populated areas along the travel routes to ensure toxic gas
clouds cannot form and annihilate a community in an accident.
In this the LNG Canada project proposed for Kitimat BC has
already been reviewed in the TERMPOL process by Transport
Canada. In a document prepared by Transport Canada, it is
claimed that the best science used in the US, from the Sandia
National Laboratories calls for avoiding critical infrastructure
or populated areas within 250-750 meters. The report provides
a footnote to a Sandia report. But when you go to that footnote,
the zone considered at risk is not the 250-750 meters claimed
in the TERMPOL report. In fact, Sandia estimates the danger
zone at up to 1600 meters. Transport Canada will have to
explain how and why they cited an erroneous margin for safety.
Lastly, within the US, there are regulations coming into force
to deal with the amount of waste heat dumped into the
waterways near the LNG plant itself. California has just taken
action to phase out and ban single use water systems. So too
has New York. The waste water does damage, particularly in
smaller enclosed waterways, like Howe Sound or the Saanich
inlet. Every new major LNG facility proposed in BC is being
built to the new standard for zero discharge of waste heat. That
is, every major new LNG facility, except the Woodfibre plant

Island Tides, March 24, 2016, Page 5

planned for Howe Sound and Steelhead LNG attempting to be
approved in the Saanich Inlet.
In the case of Steelhead LNG the cooling will be done by
taking in ocean water, and then dumping it back in the inlet,
ten degrees hotter than the intake. The water will also be
chlorinated. The volume at Steelhead’s facility will be 50,000
tonnes/hour of warmed water dumped back in our small
enclosed inlet. At the least any LNG facility on our waterways
must use best available technology of closed loop systems.
As a federal MP, I will apply my efforts at working to ensure
regulations are put in place ahead of the approval of plants
without proper regulation. 0

Fundraising Film Screenings of Embrace of the Serpent—
enjoy an award-winning movie and help a
group of Salt Spring youth travel to the
Ecuadorian Amazon next month • MAR 31:
Artspring, 7:30pm; APRIL 7: The Fritz Cinema,
7:30pm • Tickets $20 • Info or to donate:
Green Raven Centre, 250 537 0602 • SALT SPRING

Friday, April 8

Frances Faminow Celebration of Life—come
and remember Frances, long-time islander who
passed away on June 9, 2015 •Agricultural Hall •
1:30–3:30pm • Everyone Welcome • Polly
Faminow 604-535-8495 • MAYNE

Friday, April 22 to Sunday, April 24

Festival Active Pass—3-day celebration on
Earth Day weekend; over 60 activities: guided
hikes, garden tours, boat trips, nature talks, art
displays, musical performances, arts and craft
market, family activities, locavore dining, live
entertainment, and more; bus shuttle from ferry
• $10 Festival Pass for many free events, special activities $5 to
$90 from www.festivalactivepass.com • GALIANO

Now accepting applications for Sept. 2016
1 year diploma course

Saturday, April 23

Community Energy Conference—presentations, workshops &
tours, kindercare available • Gulf Islands Secondary School •
9:30am–4:45pm, followed by social,
doors open 8:30am • Advance tickets $15
at Salt Spring Books, include Friday film
night; or $20 at the door • Info:
saltspringcommunityenergy.com or
hayes.brigitte@gmail.com • SALT SPRING

Wednesday, April 27

Salt Spring Writing Workshop—Janice Holly
Booth: author, adventurista, photographer;
international best-selling books A Voice out of
Nowhere (True Crime), Only Pack What You
Can Carry (National Geographic) • Burgoyne
Bay B&B • 11am-4pm • $40 includes luncheon,
accommodation available • Registration: 778354-3551, pjmccoll@shaw.ca • SALT SPRING

Next Deadline: March 30

Voluntary subscriptions make the difference! It’s March! Have you mailed yours for 2016?
www.islandtides.com
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32nd BC Book Prizes Shortlists Announced

T

he West Coast Book Prize Society has announced names
of finalists in seven categories for the Annual BC Book
Prizes. The society lets us know that among them are
Gulf Islanders and Vancouver Islanders.
In the list for Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize, awarded to the
author of the best work of fiction, is North Saanich’s Pauline
Holdstock, for The Hunter and the Wild Girl.
For Roderick Haig-Brown Regional Prize, which
recognizes authors who contribute most to enjoyment and
understanding of British Columbia, are Brentwood Bay’s Gwen
Curry for Tod Inlet: A Healing Place and Salt Spring’s Briony
Penn for The Real Thing: The Natural History of Ian
McTaggart Cowan.
For Hubert Evans Non-Fiction Prize, awarded to the
author of the best original non-fiction literary work, are
shortlisted Salt Spring’s Brian Brett for Tuco: The Parrot, the

Others, and a Scattershot World, and Briony Penn, again, for
The Real Thing: The Natural History of Ian McTaggart
Cowan, Pender Island’s Maria Tippett, for Made in British
Columbia: Eight Ways of Making Culture, and Victoria’s Emily
Urquhart, Beyond the Pale: Folklore, Family and the Mystery
of Our Hidden Genes
Christie Harris Illustrated Children’s Literature
Prize, for the best illustrated book written for children, lists
Victoria’s Jude Isabella for The Red Bicycle: The Extraordinary
Story of One Ordinary Bicycle (illustrated by Simone Shin),
and Victoria and Tofino’s Roy Henry Vickers and Robert Budd
for Orca Chief.
Sheila A Egoff Children’s Literature Prize, awarded
for the best non-illustrated book written for children, lists
Nanaimo’s Susan Juby for The Truth Commission and Salt
Spring’s Jordan Stratford, The Case of the Missing Moonstone.
Bill Duthie Booksellers’ Choice Award, presented to

FOSSIL FUEL NEWS from page 1
Some of the First Nations on the Skeena have supported the project; others
strongly oppose it. The CEAA has received some 2,900 letters of comment on
the draft report. Malaysia’s Petronas, lead investor in the project, has indicated
that the requirement to consider upstream emissions introduces new uncertainty
into their investment decision. Federal Environment Minister Catherine
McKenna is expected to refer the matter to the entire cabinet before the end of
the month. (See also related LNG article, page 3)

Multiple LNG Shipping Plans For The Fraser River

MINI-ADS!
250-216-2267
LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that We, Catherine
Ann Mateer and Kimberly
Ann Kerns from Parker Island,
BC, have applied to the
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Region
for a Speciﬁc Permission –
Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown land located
at Parker Island/vicinity of
Trincomali Channel.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1414350.
Written comments
concerning this application
should be directed to the
Senior Land Oﬃcer, Ministry
of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations at
142–2080 Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo
@gov.bc.ca. Comments will be
received by MFLNRO up to
April 8, 2016. MFLNRO may
not be able to consider
comments received after this
date.
Please visit the MFLNRO
website:http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/
ApplicationPosting/Index.jsp
for more information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operation’s
oﬃce in Nanaimo.
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Alaskan LNG distribution company Crowley Holdings Ltd applied, March 1, to
the National Energy Board for an export permit for up to 10 billion cubic feet
per year. The liquefied gas would be exported from FortisBC’s Tilbury plant, on
the Fraser River, and its inland Mount Hayes plant, north and west of Ladysmith;
and also from Ferus Natural Fuels plant at Elmworth, Alberta. Crowley operates
across North and Central America, with revenues of $2 billion last year.
Another US company, Wespac Midstream, has already announced plans to
build an LNG export terminal on the Fraser River in conjunction with FortisBC’s
Tilbury Island liquefaction facility. LNG tankers shipping from this site would
travel down the Fraser River, through Boundary Pass and Haro Strait in the
Salish Sea, past Victoria, and out through the Strait of Juan de Fuca.
At a number of points on this route, the 500 metre and 1600 metre ‘hazard
zones’ from these LNG tankers (as identified by the Society of International Gas
Tanker and Terminal Operators Ltd (SIGTTO)) would encompass significant
amounts of existing urban and residential development.
SIGTTO advice on port and approach design notes that port designers are
directed ‘to construct jetties handling hazardous cargoes in remote areas where
other ships do not pose a (collision) risk and where any gas escape cannot affect
local populations.’

Oregon LNG Shipping Proposal Turned Down By FERC
The US Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) has denied an
application by Veresen Inc of Calgary to build an LNG export terminal with
6.8million tons/year capacity at Jordan Cove, Oregon. FERC said that the
proponent had failed to demonstrate that there was a need for the LNG.
The proposal was for a $5.3 billion terminal, with the Pacific Connector
supply pipeline to be built by Williams Partners LP. Veresen says it is working

LETTERS from page 3
roof, he stated that the problem should be addressed ‘at the local level’.
The Bayside School parents and PAC initiated a petition which within days
was signed by 500 people. I introduced the petition in the legislature, and
pressed the Minister in Question Period and with the parents in media
interviews to replace the roof in the summer. Otherwise, students, teachers and
other staff would have to endure safety and health hazards for yet another year.
Make no mistake, the Minister’s change of heart is due to the advocacy of the
Bayside PAC and their Chair Sandra Arthur, as well as parents. They shared
their stories about kids dodging water buckets on the gym floor, a child who was

the publisher and author of the best book for public appeal,
initiative, design, production, and content, includes: Susan
Musgrave, A Taste of Haida Gwaii: Food Gathering and
Feasting at the Edge of the World, Roy Henry Vickers and
Robert Budd for Orca Chief, and Tofino’s Caroline Woodward
for Light Years: Memoir of a Modern Lighthouse Keeper.
Winners will be announced at the Lieutenant Governor’s BC
Book Prizes Gala on Saturday April 30 at Government House
in Victoria. British Columbia’s Lieutenant Governor, the
Honourable Judith Guichon, OBC, will be in attendance. Also,
at the Gala, the recipient of the 2016 Lieutenant Governor’s
Award for Literary Excellence will be presented. This award was
established in 2003 by the Honourable Iona Campagnolo to
recognize British Columbia writers who have contributed to the
development of literary excellence in the province.
Some shortlisted authors will be part of BC Book Prizes On
Tour. Look for them in your community. 0

to find Asian customers for the LNG.
Veresen says it will appeal the decision; FERC says it would consider an
appeal provided Veresen can show a ‘market need’.
An approval by FERC would have allowed Williams to proceed with ‘eminent
domain’ expropriation of a right-of-way for the 373 kilometre pipeline. FERC
said it could not grant approval over landowner objections, given an apparent
lack of demand for LNG.

Public Opposition To Woodfibre LNG
Pam Goldsmith-Jones, Liberal MP for Sunshine Coast–Sea to Sky Country, held
three community meetings in the riding to assess reaction to the LNG proposal
of Woodfibre LNG. The third of these meetings was held in Gibsons on February
29, and attracted nearly 200 people. Previous meetings in Squamish and West
Vancouver had each attracted over 300.
Said Goldsmith-Jones, ‘Our government is moving quickly to deliver on our
promise to overhaul the federal environmental assessment review process and
to restore public trust.
‘The new process will be based on these principals: public input will be sought
and considered, decisions will be informed by scientific evidence, and indigenous
peoples will be more fully engaged in reviewing and monitoring major resource
development projects. The process will have greater transparency.’
Asked whether she had heard from anyone in favour of the project, she said
that opinions were ‘50/50’. The audience disagreed vociferously. She backed off:
‘in terms of the last three days—we’ve had hundreds and hundreds of people
coming to express opposition to Woodfibre LNG.’

Raven EA Decision By End March
Responding to a question raised by Scott Fraser, MLA for Alberni-Qualicum, in
the provincial legislature on March 1, Environment Minister Mary Polack said
that the Enivonmental Assessment Office expected to make a decision about the
Raven Coal Mine by the end of the month.
According to the Minister, the Environmental Assessment Act permits two
alternatives: either to terminate the environmental assessment or to update the
information requirements.
The latter option would imply that there is still a proponent interested in
carrying on with the mine project. But the entire board and staff of Compliance
have resigned, and the company is effectively out of business. 0
concussed slipping on the floor, and electrical hazards. Credit is also due to
Chandler Grieve of CTV Vancouver Island for telling these stories and keeping
this issue in the public eye.
As a result of this public, media and political pressure, the Minister has come
to understand that replacing the school roof is not just a local problem. The proof
is always in the pudding. The Bayside parents and I will take up this issue again
if there is any waffling on a promise, which sadly was made only after the
Minister was publicly outed.

Sheila Malcolmson
Your
Member of Parliament

Gary Holman, MLA, Saanich North & The Islands 0
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Nanaimo~North Cowichan
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February sets another global heat record - Patrick Brown

T

he month of February set a new global temperature
record—again. The average global surface temperature
for the month was 1.35ºC above the 1951-1980 baseline
temperature, according to NASA. This is a bigger margin than
ever before, and exceeded the previous record, which was set in
January of this year, at 1.15ºC above the baseline for January.
In fact, this February was the warmest since 1880, which is
when records were first kept. Temperatures above baseline for
the two months, January and February, showed a significant
departure from longterm trends, which recorded a total
increase of about 0.4ºC over the 1951-1980 baseline over the
last 20 years. This February’s warming was concentrated in the
northern hemisphere (2.76ºC warmer than baseline) and the
Arctic (5.36ºC warmer than baseline), probably the warmest
they have been for thousands of years.
The difference between the ‘normal’ global temperature, set
in the pre-industrial age, and the baseline is about 0.45ºC. Add
that to the February margins, and we may already have

ROUND THE ISLANDS from page 1
These new anchorages are proposed for the full northeast
coast of Gabriola Island directly in front of wetlands, spawning
beaches, community parks and beaches, a provincial park,
numerous walking trails and one of the most densely populated
areas within the Gulf Island region.
The northeast coast of Gabriola Island frequently
experiences onshore winds of 38-60 kilometers an hour. If a
single ship were to drag anchor and ground, or spill fuel while
bunkering, the resulting oil spill would rapidly drift onto the
coastline and destroy shore and marine ecosystems.
The anchors and anchor chains of these massive ships will
scour the seabed as they swing and shift in the winds and
currents, creating a virtual wasteland. The waters of the
proposed anchorage corridor are on the migration route of
Chinook salmon, Orca and Humpback whales. The proposed
anchorages location is a prime sport fishing and recreational
boating area where a major herring run takes place each year
and is close to geoduck harvesting grounds and a rare glass
sponge reef.
The Regional District of Nanaimo, Gabriola Island Trustees
and residents, business owners, local fishers and
environmentalists have all expressed opposition to these new
anchorages.
For more information, visit www.gabriolaanchorrage.org.

Eat Yer Nettles
One of spring’s culinary delight on the Gulf Islands are nettles.
The young tender shoots, collected with gloves on, can be
cooked into delicious soups and pesto and possibly more. It
wouldn’t be spring without one nettle dish; an easy way to be
part of the ancient art of foraging.
Galiano Island takes nettles to heart. The island is holding
its nineth Nettlefest on April 15-17 weekend. Billed as a weekend
of ‘foraging and feasting’, it includes a nettle cooking class, forest
foraging walk, community nettle harvesting, a nettle cooking
competition, and a Community Potluck Celebration. You can
register to take part at: galianofoodprograms@gmail.com.

Silver Maynes’ Dinner
Every year on Mayne Island, as the days grow longer, the Silver
Maynes hold their Spring Fling in the old Agricultural Hall in
Miners Bay. Silver Maynes is an association on Mayne Island
for persons who have encumbered the earth for a half-century
or more, and it is one of the largest associations on the island.
March 9th’s Spring Fling featured a dinner for the bargain
price of $10—ham with scalloped potatoes, Brussels sprouts,
glazed turnip, peas and carrots and two kinds of cake for dessert.
There was music by Allan Evans on the piano, but no dance,
this year. Outside, the heavens opened and the rain pelted
down, but inside the warmth of companionship and good food
made the evening memorable, says James Allan.

MP Malcolmson Goes To UN
Sheila Malcolmson, MP for Nanaimo-Ladysmith, was in New
York for a week in March to take part in the United Nations
Commission on the Status of Women. The CSW’s 60th annual
session includes representatives of UN member states and nongovernmental organizations from every region of the globe and
this year will focus on women’s empowerment, its link to
sustainable development, and the elimination and prevention
of all forms of violence against women and girls.
On March 16, Malcolmson commented, ‘Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau announced today that Canada will compete for
a seat on the United Nations Security Council in five years. This
is a step in the right direction, and we support the Liberal
Government’s intention to restore constructive relations with
the United Nations and become a champion for gender equality
and women’s rights.
‘As I witnessed this morning's announcement, however, I
was struck by the work that remains to be done in NanaimoLadysmith and throughout our country. I applaud the Prime
Minister’s intention to promote peace, security and stability, to
protect vulnerable populations, to fight for gender equity, and
to partner with the frontline organizations that prevent violence.

exceeded 1.5ºC above normal, the target level from COP21.
The new record surface temperature is partly blamed on a
major El Niño event, along with record low Arctic ice conditions.
But climate scientists expect that, with this jump start, 2016 is
well on its way to be the warmest year on record.

Sea Level Rise Could Flood South Florida
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, with growth estimated at 50,000 in
the next 15 years, faces flooding from increasing sea levels. King
tides will inundate whole streets and neighbourhoods. Sea levels
rose about eight inches in the 20th century. In a letter to Senator
Marco Rubio and former Governor Jeb Bush, 15 South Florida
municipal officials wrote: ‘By 2050, mean sealevel around
Florida is expected to rise about a foot, a shift which could wipe
out as much as $4 billion in taxable real estate in the four-county
region of Southeast Florida. At three feet of sealevel rise, the loss
could total $31 billion, with large sections of the Everglades, the
Florida Keys and the Miami metropolitan region under water.’
Anthopogenic climate change has resulted in the steady rise

in sealevel over the past century. According to a paper by
Mengel, Levermann et al (Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact
Research) continued global warming will result in an increased
rate of sealevel rise, even if GHG emissions are phased out. To
obtain robust projections on which to base mitigation and
adaptation planning, their models combine main sealevel rise
projections with the last century’s observed contribution to
arrive at three possible ranges for 2100: 28-56cm, 37-77cm, and
57-131cm. These projections overlap with the IPCC’s processbased projections. A parallel study by researchers at Rutgers
University found that global sealevels rose faster in the last
century than in the last 3,000 years. Since 1993, the rate has
increased to a foot per century.
If GHG emissions continue at the present rate, both the
Potsdam and Rutgers studies forecast increases of 22 to 52
inches by the end of the century. If global warming is limited to
the COP21 target of 2ºC, sea level rise would be limited to the
11 to 22 inch range. 0

And I want the government to do all these things at home in
Canada, as well as on the world stage.
‘It is more clear than ever, as I attend the United Nations
Commission on the Status of Women, that this work must start
with a comprehensive national action plan to end violence
against women. This plan must have dedicated funding
attached and clear benchmarks for success so we can
immediately start to help women who are most vulnerable to
violence, including Indigenous women.
‘We need to ensure that no woman is ever turned away from
a domestic violence shelter. This includes expanding access to
transition resources, and to increase women’s financial security
by taking real steps toward addressing the shameful wage gap
that still exists between men and women.
‘The federal NDP’s motion to lock in pay equity, with equal
pay for work of equal value, will result in solutions and
legislation being voted on in the House of Commons long before
UN member states decide whether Canada will be included on
the Security Council. Restoring Canada’s reputation on the
world stage starts with taking action and getting results on
gender equality here at home. And it might help Canada win
that Security Council seat.’

January. The children are already in school.
‘On the Saanich Peninsula, two groups organized by local
churches and working actively with the Greater Victoria InterCultural Association: SPRIG, the Saanich Peninsula Refugee
Initiative Group, and RAPID, refugee action by Peninsula
churches immediately. Both groups are already well on their
way to reaching their fundraising targets and securing
accommodation for their families.’
Holman invited members of the Legislature to join him in
thanking all of the groups throughout British Columbia for
providing opportunities for BC citizens to help Syrian refugees
displaced from their homeland. ‘But let us never forget the tens
of thousands of children and families in this province who also
need a helping hand and who we have a moral, ethical and —
for some—even a legal obligation to support,’ he concluded.
Meanwhile, Gabriola refugee family has recently arrived. 0

Festival Active Pass–Earth Day Weekend

question. In the binder are briefing notes and speaking points
crafted by their backroom political team, which is why, so often,
the answer has little or nothing to do with the question and
everything to do with some political message being promoted.
One consequence is every time we ask about the
government’s mean decision to end bus passes for the disabled
we hear the same trope about ‘choice’— that by not providing
a bus pass, an individual supposedly is able to choose about
where to spend their very meager disability benefit.
John Horgan, the Leader of the Opposition, introduced the
Hydro Affordability Act this week which would offer real choice
to people worried about whether they can afford to heat their
homes and get food on the table. The bill would protect such
people from skyrocketing hydro rates by offering a ‘lifeline rate’.
It is similar to the special protection industry receives and with
electricity rates surging upwards would provide real assistance
to those needing it.
We’ve also re-introduced a bill which would ensure the
government had a duty to document. It would prohibit triple
deleting emails, which was found to be the BCLiberal practice,
by making it an offence to destroy government records. It
would also ensure greater access to records by the public. This
is part of a wider package of democratic reforms that we have
been bringing to the Legislature for the last few years in an
effort to make the ‘people’s house’ more accountable and
representative.
There was some celebration about representation on
International Women’s Day. While we do not have parity, both
sides of the Legislature have a significant number of women
MLAs. In Opposition, the NDP caucus is more than 40%
women. Equal Voice, a non-partisan organization that works
to get more women in elected office, marked both the success
of women in politics and the distance we still have to go to
achieve equality in our governments at an event organized by
the Speaker of the House.
BC Firefighters came to the Legislature in March to talk with
MLAs about the importance of post-traumatic stress disorder
being recognized by the WCB as an injury firefighters suffer.
I have yet again raised with the Minister of Health the issue
of paid parking at Campbell River’s new hospital. The only
reason that I have been given for paid parking being
implemented is that every other hospital on Vancouver Island
has it and so we should too. This does not take into account
that our hospital is serving a wide area and most people have
no option but to drive to it. Adding the cost of parking to that
of gas makes healthcare less accessible for some. It adds to
people’s stress and is a burden to staff who will also have to pay
for parking.
I also met with representatives of the Kidney Foundation,
who were marking World Kidney Day at the Legislature and
were encouraging MLAs and others to register as donors. 0

The second annual Active Pass Festival, hosted this year by
Galiano (last year it was Mayne the island bordering on the
other side of the busy Salish Sea passage between the Mainland
and Vancouver Island) is on April 22-24.
Designed to celebrate the natural environment and unique
communities around Active Pass, the program includes forest
hikes, guided walks, garden tours, boat trips, presentations by
renowned naturalists, art displays and workshops, a musical
concert, family activities, an arts and crafts market with live
music, and more, say organizers.
Speakers will cover topics from the history of First Nations
clam gardens, to the migration patterns of seabirds, and
sightings of the seamonster Cadborosaurus. Participants can
visit island gardens in spring bloom, hike to Tapovan Peace
Park, attend a Theatre Sports improv acting workshop, or tour
Galiano’s historic cemetery.
An all-ages community dance will be held on Saturday night.
On the foodie scene, participants can taste island life with woodfired pizza at the Whale Song luncheon, a locavore banquet with
nettle cornbread and venison, or a vegetarian option, and
Sunday brunch at Galiano’s heritage Community Hall.
A $10 festival pass provides entry to many free events, with
others priced from $5 for a solar energy tour to $90 for a guided
kayak trip across Active Pass.
Galiano Island can be reached by ferry from Tsawwassen or
Village Bay in less than an hour, or from Swartz Bay in an hour
and a half. Visitors can leave their car at home; shuttle service
will be available to transport passengers.
For more information, go to www.festivalactivepass.com.

Helping Refugees
‘There are a number of groups throughout my constituency of
Saanich North and the Islands … sponsoring or supporting
Syrian refugees escaping from the terror of war in the Middle
East,’ MLA Gary Holman reported to the Legislature, March 13.
‘The Galiano Refugee Project, under the auspices of the
Anglican Diocese of BC is fundraising to support a Syrian family
or group to live on the island or in a nearby community.
‘The Mayne Island Refugee Response team will allocate onethird of its donations to local sponsorship initiatives, one-third
to larger organizations keeping refugees safe in camps and onethird to activities for refugees to help them become part of
communities.
‘On Salt Spring, a refugee sponsorship group is working hard
to raise funds and secure accommodation for six refugees
coming to Salt Spring, including three children.
‘On Pender and Saturna Islands, the refugee support project
is a community outreach project of the Anglican Parish of
Pender and Saturna Islands. Pender is the first of the Gulf
Islands to welcome a new family, who arrived at the end of
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am so ready to be out and about the
garden–digging and moseying around
outside! These last weeks have been a
climatic entertainment with gusting winds
whipping debris into the sky, where blue holes
and black clouds change regularly. The upshot
has been lots of rain and the requirement of
gumboots in some parts of the pasture.
Although we have had plenty of power
brown-outs and several short outages, we have
also had pretty steady power given the treebending blasts. Soon, though, the handy stash
of candles and flashlights can retire to the
basement.
Good news–the weeds are thriving and the
daffodils and other bulb flowers are long
lastingly stupendous. Fruit-tree blossoms,
white stellata magnolias, flowering red currant,
heather, blue blossomed rosemary fill in spring
bouquets picked by children’s hands or us big
kids. What a joy to have enough flowers on
hand for a big lusty bouquet!
Campbell Farm is up to about 140 lambs
this spring, with additions now winding down.
Jacques has been cumulatively tired from 6
weeks of lambing on-call. The border collies
are not tired, though, they love all the
rounding-up chores at his time of year.
The lambing barns and sheds are
continuously sorted between strong healthy
lambs and moms, the soon to be mothers, and
those needing extra attention and observation.
The goal is all sheep out to pasture, and
growing on the new grass. The ratio of healthy
lambs and ewes to deaths has been pretty good
this year. Sheep suffer from all sorts of
maladies, unlike cows.
Three Campbell bottle babies are now
ensconced at Andrew and Amanda’s farm to
the delight of their son Hunter. Dot Com,

Domino and Derrick are the names of the
bottle babies. To aid Jacques and the Woofers
recall of which lambs need special attention,
any lamb who fits the description has a name
that starts with a ‘D’ this year!

Syrian Family
A broad diversity of Saturna Islanders are
working energetically to sponsor a Syrian
Family. Islanders have held several round
table discussions, hosted Pender organizers,
David and Andrea Spalding, and done lots of
research to understand the governmental
process, to assess what Saturna Community
might have to offer and what kind of a fit can
be created with a willing family.
Some very inventive plans have evolved
that may not result in sponsoring a Syrian
family in the traditional manner but in helping
the families build new lives. What will
transpire exactly is unknown, the project is
evolving, the volunteers are creative. Syrian
families have needs and desires that can help
shape solutions.

Spring Building
All of our local construction businesses are on
the job right now. Things are happening, and
it shows up in the trades. This summer season
promises to do well from indicators such as
accommodation pre-bookings on Vancouver
Island and up coast. We shall see.
I love this time around Easter, the Islands
first burst of visitors and extended family
members start to arrive. The exact date of
Easter Sunday is wonderfully variable
celebrated from March to April. Easter is one
of the annual festivals which tries to harmonise
the solar and lunar calendars. As a general rule,
Easter falls on the first Sunday, following the
first full moon after 21 March as decided by the
Council of Nicaea in 325CE, varying by more
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Saturna’s Thompson Park greets the spring.
than a month—and it’s fairly early this year.
Not only is Easter variable but school
districts’ Spring Breaks vary. So, the island is
starting to get busier with lots of families
travelling for ‘their’ spring break—a steady
trickle and not a huge rush.

Celebration of Life
Some long time Islanders are truly Gulf
Islanders, belonging to a home Island but
known and appreciated more widely. Lorraine
Campbell was one of those. Her Celebration of
Life was hugely attended.
Wonderful stories came out of the
woodwork from speakers that only confirmed
the value of her life among us. The family
organized a lovely ‘do’ with speakers near and
dear to Lorraine’s heart, and music and singing
that she loved.
Tables at the back of the Rec Centre were

Proportional representation working well in Denmark

S

omething may be rotten in the state of
Denmark, but it is definitely not the
electoral system. So says Asger
Gyldenkærne, a Danish historian and political
analyst I interviewed last week in northern
Jutland. Indeed, he is so satisfied with the
Danish voting system he is unable to name a
single downside. ‘I can’t think of any,’ he
admits. ‘There are only positives and I believe
the vast majority of Danes would agree.’
Unlike Canada’s electoral system, the one
in Denmark is based on proportionality. That
means the nation-wide popular vote
determines how many seats each party
receives in parliament (the Folketing). If a
party garners 20% of the overall popular vote,
for example, it receives 20% of the seats in
parliament. It’s as simple as that. False
majorities, which are so common in Canada,
cannot exist. And riding boundaries do not
stop people from joining forces with likeminded voters in other parts of the country.
According to Gyldenkærne, Denmark had
a system similar to that of Canada and the UK
prior to 1915, but, as more and more people
moved into the cities, it became apparent the
voting system was deeply flawed and in need
of modernization. Adding to the momentum
for change was a growing sense of solidarity
among Danes as they realized the benefits of
collectives, labour unions and other forms of
cooperation.
There was strong resistance to electoral
reform from parties who stood to lose seats,
but the desire of the populace for a more
democratic society was too strong to ignore
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and a new voting system based on proportional
representation was adopted.
Since that time, Denmark has moved on to
become one of the richest, most progressive
nations on the planet (despite breathtakingly
high taxes and a bureaucracy that can drive any
sane person to drink). It has a comprehensive
social safety net that extends from cradle to
grave, less income disparity than most other
developed nations, and a citizenry that is
consistently ranked among the happiest in the
world.
Much of this progress, according to
Gyldenkærne, stems directly from the voting
system and the politics that flow from it. ‘The
turnout at every election is well over 80%
because we know our votes are not wasted,’ he
says. ‘We all feel we can make a difference.’
Surprisingly, there has not been a singleparty majority government since the new
voting system was introduced in 1915. The
norm, rather, is to have majority coalition
governments, where two or more parties agree
to work together, or, as is currently the case, a
minority government that, through
negotiation and compromise, gains support
from other parties one issue at a time. When
the government can no longer secure a
majority of votes for its most significant
policies, a new general election is called.
One great advantage of this type of
government is that there is almost always
broad support for laws that are passed.
‘Historically, 85% of Danish laws have the
support of at least 80% of elected
representatives,’ says Gyldenkærne. ‘This
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means there is very little policy flip-flopping
from one government to the next.’
This contrasts starkly with Canada where
many laws and policies are passed by MPs who,
despite their majority, often represent only a
minority of voters, and where governments
spend much of their time undoing the work of
predecessors. A good example is the decision
of the Trudeau government to halt the
shutdown of veteran services offices, and reinstate the mandatory long-form census which
was dropped by the Harper Conservatives.
One might think such a system of constant
negotiation and compromise would result in
unstable governments and all-too-frequent
elections. But not so. According to
Gyldenkærne, the parties usually figure out
how to cooperate and make things work. The
most common interval between elections is
three to four years.
Nor does the Danish system result in an
unmanageable number of parties. At least
20,000 signatures are required to form a new
party, and no party can gain representation in
parliament with less than 2% of the national
vote. The result, at the moment, is a total of
seven parties in parliament.
Another important feature of the Danish
system is that it ensures a geographical link
between members of parliament and the
constituents they represent. The link is
somewhat looser than what Canadians are
accustomed to, but MPs still have to work hard
for their constituents or face repercussions at

the polls.
To ensure proportionality, about one
quarter of all seats are distributed after the
initial count in accordance with the national
popular vote for each party. Local candidates
who were not elected directly often see their
numbers bumped up sufficiently in this
secondary count to send them to parliament.
Gyldenkærne feels the greatest strength of
the Danish voting system is its ability to
accommodate change. ‘It’s relatively easy to
start a new party, and that means politics are
very dynamic and responsive to the needs and
wishes of the general population,’ he explains.
‘In Denmark, we don’t need revolution because
we have evolution.’
Could the voting system from the land of
fairy tales and windmills work in a country as
large and diverse as Canada? ‘I don’t see why
not,’ responds Gyldenkærne. ‘Maps aren’t hard
to draw, and there’s certainly nothing very
complex about the arithmetic. The biggest
challenge may be finding enough politicians
who are committed to fairness and democracy.’

0
Ed’s Note: if you would like to find out about
proportional representation options in
Canada, Lead Now is organizing an
education campaign, visit: www.leadnow.ca
to find out more. Fair Vote Canada is
conducting a survey. Take part at
www.surveymonkey.com/r/FVCsubmissions_
EN

Ferries friendly to pets and their owners

The Queen of Oak Bay, a regular ship on the
Horseshoe Bay–Departure Bay Route, is back
in service with improved facilities for pets and
their humans. These are part of a three-quarter
life upgrade for the vessel, built in 1981.
The upgrade also included replacement of
the steering gear system, and upgrades to the
bridge. Passengers will notice an expansion of
the Passages Giftshop with change rooms, a
refresh of the Coast Café Express, the addition
of a family room, and additional power outlets
with USB ports. Customers with hearing
impairments will notice a new induction loop
hearing system.
These amenities set the new future
standard for the entire fleet.
www.islandtides.com
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laid out with the chance for us to touch and
remember familiar objects that were so much
a part of her life, read the commemorations
and smile back at portraits of her life.
The Saturna Women’s Service Club outdid
itself with community-made refreshments
served after the service. I can’t remember that
I attended a funeral except my mother’s in my
life before I moved here. All of her life on
Saturna, Lorraine was a member of the
Women’s Service Club and a part of helping to
create memorial teas for Islander families.
What a splendid way to bring us together and
to celebrate our people.
For someone as respected, liked, and loved
as Lorraine, the celebration of her life provided
solace and a chance for us to affirm together
how much she enriched our lives, our
Community, and our region. 0

The big news for pet owners include
kennels so travellers can leave their pets and
‘enjoy the onboard amenities’, radiant heating,
comfortable benches, and ‘pet and pet owner
hygiene products’. And new PA speakers so
pets and owners can hear announcements. The
new facilities have been designed with the help
of the Canadian Veterinary Medical
Association.
Pet area upgrades will also be completed by
this spring on the Coastal Renaissance, Queen
of Alberni, Queen of Cowichan, Queen of New
Westminster, Queen of Cumberland, Spirit of
Vancouver Island, and the Spirit of British
Columbia. 0

