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Salmon research centre proposed
assembly
in TILMA Act
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A Canadian research centre is needed to deepen
our understanding of how climate affects
salmon in the North Pacific, says the Pacific
Fisheries Resource Conservation Council
(PFRCC). The idea was floated in a report
released on May 5, ‘Climate Effects On Pacific
Salmon In The Ocean: Creating A Canadian
Focus.’ The report reviews research on Pacific
salmon from the leading research institutions
and universities that conduct significant
salmon /climate projects.
‘The North Pacific Ocean is a vast ecosystem
undergoing climate changes that affect salmon
populations, so successful stewardship of
Canadian Pacific salmon will depend on better
understanding of these changes,’ says Paul
Leblond, chair of the PFRCC. ‘A centralized
Canadian research group would help us better
understand and manage salmon populations,
whether such a group has a virtual or physical
centre.’
Authored by Dr Dave Prescott, the first part
of the report reviews existing research on
Pacific salmon and notes some predominant
themes, including carrying capacity, fisheries
and predation, the influence of salmon
hatcheries, the effects of competition and
density-dependence, and changes in salmon
growth.

The second part of the report examines the
various groups involved in salmon climate
research and policy. It notes that research and
management of Pacific salmon in Canada has
tended to focus on short-term changes such as
annual or high/low stock cycles in relatively
small geographic areas like watersheds and
rivers, but more recent research has made it
possible to take an ocean-ecosystem view with
longer timeframes.
The report, which can be downloaded from
www.fish.bc.ca, concludes that creating a
Canadian-based research institute designed to
provide timely and useful advice to relevant
federal and provincial ministries, user groups,
and the public at large would best foster proper
stewardship and management of salmon
populations.
By hosting such an institute, Canada could
easily become the world leader in this new
research field, while building the vital capacity
to understand how climate changes the
populations of Canadian salmon stocks. ✐

Created in 1998, The Pacific Fisheries Resource
Conservation Council is an independent
advisory body whose mandate is to alert and
inform the federal and provincial
governments and the public on issues that
threaten Pacific salmon and their habitat.

Patrick Brown

The BC Legislature has given first reading to Bill 32,
the Trade, Investment, and Labour Mobility
Agreement Implementation Act, but as of the time of
writing, no debate has yet taken place. The
government has recently identified this bill as one of
those it wishes to have closure on by the end of the
month, thus ensuring that debate will be limited.
It’s an innocuous piece of legislation, declaring
that the government has the power to implement
TILMA, authorizing the government to make
regulations, and barring legal action against the
government for implementing TILMA. It also
provides for changes to interprovincial professional
recognition for accountants and architects,
modifications to the Business Corporations Act to
provide for registration of actions taken by
corporations registered in other provinces, exchange
of information with other provinces’ registrars, and
dealing with extra-provincial community care
facilities, limited partnerships, and co-operatives.
Much of this is mirrored in Alberta’s Bill 1, recently
given first reading in that province’s spring session of
its Legislature. Both of these Bills could provide a
long-delayed opportunity for members of both
assemblies to debate TILMA itself. Or they may not.
TILMA, please turn to page 3

Commentary In The Legislature (from Hansard) ~ Corky Evans NDP MLA for Nelson-Creston

Agriculture and the BC Budget

rise to speak on the budget. I take my place today to speak on the budget
of 2008. I’m honoured to speak on the budget here and, specifically, as to
how the budget pertains to the subject of agriculture. To paraphrase
Shakespeare, I come not to bury the government but not particularly to praise
them either.
In the last few weeks three events came together to tell a fascinating story
about farming and agriculture and governance in British Columbia. The first
was the BC Fruit Growers convention on January 26, 2008, where they
passed a motion asking government to support farmers and farming, at least
as much as the Canadian average.
The second was the BC Agriculture Plan, unveiled by the minister in
Abbotsford on February 15, laying out the government’s vision for where
farming should go in the future.
The third was the February 19 budget speech, just days after the agriculture
plan and a week after BCFGA’s convention, identifying the actual dollar
investment the government intended to put into agriculture and farming.

I

The confluence of these three events, coming as they do in rapid
succession, tells a huge story about agriculture and about government’s
commitment to agriculture. It’s a story of monumental disconnect between
the vision of the government and their agriculture plan and their budget and
of the people actually living on the land that they’re talking about. It’s the
[story of] people actually living in the province with the most varied
microclimates in Canada, able to grow the most varied number of crops in
Canada, with the best protection for farmland in Canada, and then with the
least support for the business of farming that takes place on the land.
Imagine that. The best support for protection of the land and the least in
the country for the people who live on that land. I’ve never heard this
contradiction articulated so beautifully, so poetically, as it was at the BCFGA
when they passed their motion on January 26.
I’ll take the opportunity, Honourable Speaker, if I could, to read the text.
‘Whereas the province of British Columbia has over 200 different and
BC AGRICULTURE, please turn to page 7

Green Party of Canada leader Elizabeth
May has joined with Green Party
delegates from around the world to pass a
resolution calling for ‘the establishment
of a UN Parliamentary Assembly’ to
reduce the ‘international democratic
deficit.’ The resolution was passed by
representatives of green parties and
movements from over 80 countries who
gathered in Sao Paulo at the beginning of
May for the second Global Greens
Congress.
‘Governments mainly care about
advancing their national interests,’ May
commented. ‘By contrast, a UN
Parliamentary Assembly (UNPA) could
help to promote the global common
interest. The resolution adopted by the
congress underlines that the green
movement is convinced that a dialogue is
needed on the notion of a bi-cameral
system at the UN.’
The support of the Global Greens adds
momentum to an international campaign
for the establishment of a UN
Parliamentary Assembly which was
launched in April 2007.
The Global Greens are the third major
international party network to endorse
the proposal for a UN Parliamentary
Assembly, following the Liberal
International
and
the
Socialist
International.
The campaign is also backed by more
than 450 members of parliament and
over one hundred non-governmental
organizations from around the world.
Recent Canadian endorsers include
Roméo Dallaire, Flora MacDonald, John
Turner, David Suzuki, John Polanyi, Ed
Broadbent and Lloyd Axworthy. ✐
The Committee for a Democratic UN, an
NGO based in Berlin, Germany, acts as
the UNPA campaign’s international
secretariat. The World Federalist
Movement-Canada (WFM-C) is the
Canadian affiliate.

Visit often to read background to current topics.
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Bill 21—not what, but why?
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The suspicion about Bill 21, the Medicare Protection
Amendment Act, 2008, is a measure of the mistrust in which
many people hold our current ‘Liberal’ provincial government.
Certain principles are set out by the Canada Health Act as
prerequisite to a full federal cash contribution to medicare in
each
province:
they
are
public
administration,
comprehensiveness, universality, portability, and accessibility.
These principles are acknowledged by the 1996 provincial
Medicare Protection Act.
Bill 21 amends this Medicare Protection Act to add
‘sustainability’ to the principles set out by the Canada Health
Act, and attempts to place this principle on the same level as the
others when health decisions are made by the provincial
government.
The Bill follows its definition of the Canada Health Act
principles with a definition of ‘sustainability:’
5.7 The plan is administered in a manner that is
sustainable over the long term, providing for the health
needs of the residents of British Columbia and assuring
that annual health expenditures are within taxpayers’
ability to pay without compromising the ability of the
government to meet the health needs and other needs of
current and future generations.

Who Could Argue With That?
On the surface, this is perfectly obvious and, in fact, what
provincial governments have been doing as long as anyone can
remember. In fact it describes the basic process of budgeting that
applies to not only health care, but to every function of the
provincial government.
It is, in fact, so obvious that it would appear totally
unnecessary to pass a special bill to enshrine it in legislation
unless, of course, it has been introduced to provide legislative
cover for some government policy that isn’t explained in this Bill.
What it would appear to attempt to do is introduce a
provincial amendment and pass it off as federal legislation!
Herein lies the basis for public suspicion. First, because this
government has a record of introducing its more ideological and
potentially controversial policies with a sort of slow legislative
striptease—too shy to communicate clearly to the public just
exactly what it has in mind. Second, because the government has
a record of ‘pushing the envelope’ allowed by the Canada Health
Act to permit private enterprise participation in the health care
system.

The Medicare Protection Act
As adopted in 1996, the Act does not permit anyone to charge
patients for services which are insured under the provincial
Medical Services Plan (MSP). It also prohibits the sale of private
insurance to cover any provincially insured services.
Nevertheless, a growing number of private facilities have
been set up in BC; some of these date back to the 1990s. Neither
NDP nor Liberal governments appear to have attempted to stop
them.
Most of these provide services that are not covered under
MSP, such as cosmetic surgery or laser eye surgery. There are
"From the first Blue Sky
Architecture have been
regionalists in the best
sense of the term. They
have been deeply involved
with the ecology and
topography of southern
British Columbia and its
wonderful interweave of sea,
forest, and rock ."
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currently more than 65 non-hospital medical/surgical facilities
operating in BC. Many of the operations carried out are paid for
by third parties, such as the Workers Compensation Board, but
an increasing number of services are offered to the general public
for a fee. There are also a number of private MRI and CT clinics
which offer the paying patient the opportunity to ‘jump the
queue’ for these vital diagnostic services, which often have long
wait times in the public system.

Where to Draw the Line?
It should be said that there is continuing confusion over the
relative acceptability of private medical facilities carrying out
three different roles in the health care system:
1. Services covered by MSP and paid for by government,
sometimes under continuing contract
2. Services not covered by MSP
3. Services covered by MSP but paid for by patients or third
party insurers, or subject to an ‘access fee’ paid by the
patient.
Private facilities often provide a combination of two or even
all three of these.

2003 Bill Passed and Then Spiked
In 2003, following expressions of federal government concern
over the growth of private health care facilities in BC, the
Legislature passed amendments to the 1996 Medicare
Protection Act which strengthened the prohibitions against
direct or extra-billing.
However, these amendments were, for some undetermined
reason, never proclaimed. Whereas, in addition to
‘sustainability,’ Bill 22 has another notable addition to the
preamble to the Act:
WHEREAS the people and government of British Columbia
are committed to building a public health care system that is
founded on the values of individual choice, personal
responsibility, innovation, transparency and accountability;
WHEREAS the people and government of British Columbia
are committed to developing an efficient, effective and
integrated health care system aimed at promoting and
improving the health of all citizens and providing high quality
patient care that is medically appropriate and that ensures
reasonable access to medically necessary services consistent
with the Canada Health Act (Canada);
WHEREAS the people and government of British Columbia
wish to ensure that all publicly funded health care services are
responsive to patients’ needs and designed to foster
improvements in individual and public health outcomes and
ongoing value-for-money for all taxpayers.

So what could all this be about? It doesn’t look like anything
new—we’ve got along fine without these stirring statements in
the past. The new things are ‘individual choice’ and ‘personal
responsibility.’ Why are they there? Who knows—are they part of
another legislative striptease? Some suspect they open the door
to private sector alternatives to MSP.

Minister Abbott’s Reply
On May 5, Health Minister Abbott rose in the Legislature to
defend Bill 21. He pointed out that ‘sustainability’ was first
mentioned in the Medicare Protection Act in 1995. (Why, then,
was it necessary now to amend the Act to give it greater
prominence?)
It’s not a conspiracy, he said, and then went on to criticize his
critics as constraining changes in the system ‘by an ideological
debate.’
The remainder of his comments consisted of a twenty minute
attack on the NDP with side references to Mad Magazine. His
government believed in sustainability, he said. He then moved
second reading, which passed 41 to 29. ✐

Pharmacists help with
drug disposal
While most British Columbians know there can be serious
consequences if they don’t take their medication properly, far
fewer know that improper disposal of prescription and over-thecounter drugs can also have serious environmental
consequences.
Each year, 20 tons of prescription and over-the-counter drugs
are safely disposed of by British Columbians who return their
expired and unused medications, non-prescription drugs, and
even vitamin and mineral supplement to their community
pharmacist.
‘Pharmacists know more about medications and how to
dispose of them safely than any other health-care provider,’ says
Marnie Mitchell, CEO, BC Pharmacy Association. So don’t put
the pills in the trash take them along to your pharmacy. ✐
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Commuter buses for the Malahat
A commuter bus service for Cowichan Valley commuters, starting this fall, will reduce traffic
congestion on the Malahat highway, says the BC government.
Eight new buses for the service service will run from Duncan to Victoria, and from Shawnigan
Lake to Victoria every weekday morning, with the reverse trip in the evening. Both routes will have
three round-trips each day.
The commuter service was a key recommendation of the Malahat Corridor Study, which was
released last June. The study researched options for increasing safety and reliability along the
highway. The study recommended the commuter bus service on the Malahat as a way of decreasing
congestion. ✐
TILMA from page 1
The most contentious part of TILMA is the
provision for private sector challenge of
legislation or actions of government at any
level, local to provincial, which might be
regarded as impeding business. This provision,
similar to Chapter 11 of NAFTA, is hardly
mentioned in the implementation Bills and has
been played down by both provincial
governments.

Credit Unions
A most interesting new issue raised in BC’s Bill
32 is the treatment of credit unions. Unlike the
rest of the financial sector of the economy,
credit unions are regulated by the provinces,
with the result that there are no credit unions
operating in more than one province. (The
national central credit union is chartered and
regulated by the federal government, as are six
provincial central credit unions. However,
these institutions deal exclusively with other
credit unions.)
Canada has the world’s highest per capita
membership in the credit union movement,
with over ten million members, or about onethird of Canadians. Credit unions account for
over 10% of the nation’s financial sector.
With this strength, it is not surprising that
mergers are common among Canada’s 556
credit unions (not to ignore an unknown
number of Caisses Populaires in Quebec). The
largest ten credit unions in Canada control
38.5% of credit union assets. But since credit
unions operate under provincial legislation, no
interprovincial mergers have been recorded.
Nevertheless, the largest credit unions in the
country are in BC. They are led by Vancity
Credit Union, with assets of well over $11
billion, and Coast Capital Savings CU, at over
$9 million. No other credit unions come close,
though several of those in the top ten are in
Alberta.

BC’s Credit Union
Incorporation Act
Passed in 1996, this Act is extensively amended
by Bill 32, apparently to provide for
interprovincial credit union takeovers. Section
40 of the Bill says:
‘One or more credit unions (the
‘amalgamating credit unions’) may amalgamate

with one or more extraprovincial credit unions
from one or more designated jurisdictions, and
continue as one credit union (the ‘amalgamated
credit union’), but must not do so except in
accordance with this section and the
regulations under section 108.’ This would
appear to permit a BC-based credit union to
take over a credit union from another
‘designated’ province. Another amendment
from Bill 32 would appear to allow an extraprovincial credit union to take over a BC credit
union.
But there is a condition, that the other
province’s laws must permit the takeover: ‘the
laws of each amalgamating extraprovincial
credit union’s governing jurisdiction allow the
amalgamation and each amalgamating
extraprovincial credit union obtains the
approval to the amalgamation required by its
charter and otherwise complies with the laws of
its governing jurisdiction with respect to the
amalgamation.’
BC would make it legal for BC’s credit
unions to acquire credit unions from another
province (read Alberta), but will not permit an
Alberta credit union to take over a BC one
unless Alberta passes a similar law—a form of
rough reciprocity.
Alberta’s Bill 1 contains no similar
provisions. But should Alberta pass reciprocal
legislation, the way would be cleared for
mergers of BC and Alberta credit unions.
BC’s government should be familiar with
credit unions. Tamara Vrooman, who has
served the provincial government for many
years, recently left her position as Deputy
Minister of Finance and Secretary to Treasury
Board to become Chief Executive Officer of
Vancity. Vancity owns Citizens Bank of Canada,
which currently serves members across Canada
by telephone, ATM, and Internet. It boasts a
‘triple bottom line’ approach, committing the
organization not only to financial success, but to
environmental and social ‘sustainability’ as
well.
Under TILMA, the BC government may be
clearing the way for a new banking giant
centered in BC. Stay tuned. ✐

QUEEN OF NANAIMO REPLACEMENT
May 3 – June 6, 2008

Urban farming ~ EcoNews, May 2008
Victoria’s Paula Scobie and Martin Scaia had a
great idea for producing local food. They
wanted to do something positive to contribute
to local food security and sustainability. They
learned about SPIN farming (Small Plot
INtensive), and set about inviting people with
unused gardens to let them farm their land in
exchange for a weekly sampling of the harvest.
They are now running a successful farm on
20 residential properties, mostly in Oak Bay,
using standard 2’ x 25’ beds and relay cropping
to grow three crops a year in the same bed—
beans, carrots, potatoes, spinach, salad mix,
cucumbers, turnips, beets, scallions, radishes,

kale, and collards.
All the produce is local, organic, and handreared. They provide the labour, tools and
equipment, and the home-owners agree not to
use chemical pesticides or herbicides around
the yard. The pair are also working to get a
farmer’s market started in Oak Bay.
In Saskatoon, Wally’s Urban Market Garden
is farming half an acre spread over 25 backyard
gardens; in Philadelphia, the Somerton Tank
Farm is earning $52,000 a year from properties
totaling half an acre.
Paula and Martin can be reached at 250370-7471, also see www.cityharvest.ca. ✐
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A Season of Discovery

Tsawwassen - Southern Gulf Islands
The Queen of Nanaimo will be out of service on the Tsawwassen-Southern Gulf
Islands route from Saturday, May 3 until Friday, June 6, 2008 for scheduled
maintenance. During this period, the Queen of Tsawwassen will be the
replacement vessel.
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Because this is a smaller vessel than the Queen of Nanaimo, some overloads may
occur at peak sailing times. Reservations are recommended.
The published schedule remains in effect, except over the May long weekend from
May 15 to May 20, 2008 when additional sailings will be available. For complete
schedule details, visit www.bcferries.com or call 1-888-BCFERRY (223-3779)
between 7:00 am and 10:00 pm daily.
Alternate throughfare service to the Southern Gulf Islands is also available on
the Tsawwassen–Swartz Bay route. BC Ferries looks forward to the Queen of
Nanaimo returning to service prior to the summer season.
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DESIGNER / BUILDER

250-889-2308
dieufran@telus.net
www.VictoriaWoodStudio.com

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…
We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.
Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

250.539.2936
SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND

• harvesting
systems
• design
• installation
• service

BOB BURGESS
tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com

www.rainwaterconnection.com

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners
• Farm
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts
Salt Spring Island: #1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Doug Guedes • 1-250-537-5527

Sidney: A2 - 9769 Fifth Street
Jason McCutcheon • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)

Brentwood Bay: 7178 W. Saanich Rd

Dear Editor:
I have been using the ferry system since Blackball Ferries
provided the service between Vancouver Island and Vancouver,
and have used BC Ferries since Premier W.A.C. Bennett formed
BC Ferries in the early 1960’s. I have used the TsawwassenVictoria route at least 100 times and have used the TsawwassenGulf Islands route at least 200 times. I currently live on Pender
Island and use the Pender Island-Swartz Bay route about twice a
month.
In almost every issue of Island Tides there have been articles
and letters criticizing BC Ferries, especially the fares. Enough
already!
Obviously the people criticizing BC Ferries have never
traveled on ferries in such countries as England, France, Mexico,
Washington State, and New Zealand where ferry fares are far in
excess of those charged by BC Ferries.
Perhaps the people who criticize BC Ferries should travel on
a ferry in a third world country such as Indonesia, many
countries in Africa, or Asia where there are frequent reports of
ferries overturning due to over-crowding or lack of crew skills.
The ferry in Tonga has been described as having toilets awash
with feces and vomit within a few hours of sailing. BC Ferries
toilets are always sparkling clean.
In my opinion BC Ferries is one of the finest ferry systems in
the world with very affordable fares and very professional crews,
including terminal staff. The ships are meticulously clean and
comfortable. They move thousands of people and vehicles every
day in a very efficient manner.
I moved to Pender Island knowing I would be travelling on
the ferry on a frequent basis. Did other people moving to a Gulf
Island not think about this? If you don’t like the ferry system
then move somewhere where you don’t have to take a ferry!
The crew of the Queen of Cumberland have helped me out
when I have had a flat tire and when I had a dead battery. I have
always found BC Ferries crews to be friendly, helpful, and very
well trained.
Fred Vye, Pender Island

Work Less Party
Dear Editor:
As the word gets out that I am running for Vancouver mayor
under the auspices of the Work Less Party, some people are more
than a little perplexed. Their eyes beg: ‘Betty, what are you
thinking? You’re almost eighty years old and nobody has ever
heard of the Work Less Party. Please go home to your
grandchildren and forget this madness.’
But it is precisely because of my grandchildren that I am
running for mayor. What is my generation leaving behind for the
little ones? A big fat mess, that’s what. A big fat mess that got this
way because we sleepy citizens let our governments and an
insidious corporate culture high-jack everything that makes life
worth living: the sweetness of a wholesome earth, a sense of
responsibility toward the suffering of others, care of children,
respect for elders, the time and space to create and experience art
and dance, laughter, joy and friendship—all this high-jacked in
the name of economic growth.
I feel this to be profoundly wrong. And when I was in prison
last (protesting the destruction of Eagleridge Bluffs), Conrad
Schmidt founder and coordinator of the Work Less Party sent
me a copy of his book Workers of the World, Relax and I found
myself much in agreement.
Betty Krawczyk, Vancouver

Doing the Math
Dear Editor:
What nonsense people write when they don’t stop to think. Erik
Anderson wrote in his otherwise interesting article on BC Ferries
‘Bringing the fleet up to scratch’ (May 1st) that ‘aircraft and
engine design improvements over the past 30 years have meant
a 100-200% gains (sic) in fuel efficiency’ and then he goes on to
state that the Coastal Renaissance’s 30% fuel saving ‘is a far cry
from what the aviation industry has achieved….’
If the math I learned in school still applies, a 100% gain in fuel
efficiency means that aircraft now use no fuel at all, and a 200%
gain means that they come back with twice as much fuel as they
left with. No wonder the Coastal Renaissance’s 30% looks pale
by comparison—it still uses fuel!
By the way, the current Boeing 737-800 is about 33% more
fuel efficient than a 1970s Boeing 737-200.
Graeme Shelford, Thetis Island

Issac Kramer’s May 1st Letter
Dear Editor:
Mr Kramer supports use of the precautionary principle in land
use regulation.
He fails to recognize, however, that precautionary measures
now in place on Galiano Island forest- zoned land are in danger of
being discarded. This would occur upon adoption of proposed
bylaw Nº199, a proposal that eliminates the existing requirement
for site-by-site rezoning on over forty percent of the island.
Site specific rezoning provides many precautionary
advantages. Among these are opportunities for identifying and
protecting sensitive areas, avoiding geotechnical hazards,

ensuring conservation of water catchment and water quality,
planning access and emergency routes, as well as offering
reasonable notice to and consultation with neighbours whose
interests may be affected. In general, this familiar type of
rezoning reduces possibilities of unforeseen impacts and costly
mistakes.
Also, Mr Kramer suggests, incorrectly, that Galiano Island
has amenity zoning that discriminates between different zones.
Galiano has no provision for amenity zoning in its Official
Community Plan.
Galiano Island already has meaningful development permits
which apply on the entire island and so do not discriminate
between different zones. The use of these precautionary
development permits is threatened by the Private Managed
Forest Land Act (PMFL). Lands in PMFL are exempt from local
government regulation which means that Galiano’s development
permits would not apply. As of March 2008, there are 56 Galiano
forest lots in the PMFL.
Finally, Mr Kramer appears to have information about the
Islands Trust legal opinion that is not available to other citizens.
Perhaps he owes everyone else an explanation as to how he is
privileged to that information?
Louise De Cario, Galiano Island

Calling A Spade a Spade
Dear Editor:
Here in Canada we have a government that behave like a majority
when it is in fact a minority. And then, we can look to the south and
see the Bush cabal. Who have they been terrorizing recently—Iraq,
Iran, Palestine, Afghanistan, Washington, Vancouver?
We’re fighting in Afghanistan. I understand poppy
production there is 4 times what it was before 9/11. Why are we
being killed in Afghanistan?
I’ve read some fine letters in this sweet little publication. One
thing that strikes me as in need of addressing is the lack of a
name for something that affects us all and is involved in all of the
areas of violent conflict on the planet today.
In my practice we call the power of words Matrika Shakti.
What is it about us that doesn’t like to use certain words? The
word that keeps coming into my consciousness in these past
couple of months is a powerful word of only two syllables. The
word no one wants to use but the world needs to hear is ‘fascism.’
It’s everywhere around us, even BC citizens’ protests are no
longer reported in the Vancouver Sun or on CTV. There’s a war
going on here in Canada and we’ve been cut out of the discussion.
This is fascism! Here comes the pepper spray!
But follow Gandhi’s model. We are coming to the end of times
of this calendar, the old ‘powers’ are in free fall and we’re all
waking up; if we no longer buy into the game; the game no longer
exists—finito!
Ulysses, Hornby Island

Tipping Points & Points of No Return
Dear Editor:
As contributing author to the article ‘High Arctic Summer’
(Island Tides, May 1 ), I wish to report that there is encouraging
news concerning our polar ice cap. In late April I met with NASA
scientist Dr James Hansen in Washington DC, where he was
speaking at the Student Conservation Association’s Earth Vision
Summit. He now states unequivocally that it is possible to
refreeze the polar ice.
Dr Hansen, who prefers to be called Jim Hansen, has been
referred to as the World’s leading climatologist. He is a plainspoken American mid-westerner best described as a ‘one of the
good guys’. Hansen knows better than most of the danger
runaway climate change poses for our species and life on our
planet, and he is finding ways to lay out climate data and
scenarios in terms non-scientists can readily understand.
To begin with, there have certainly been times in geologic
history when the Earth’s temperature has been abruptly forced
down, whether by the impact of a large meteorite or a very large
volcanic eruption. Never, however, has our planet’s temperature
and carbon dioxide level been forced upward at the rate that has
occurred since the beginning of the industrial revolution. The
rate of CO2 increase is 14,000 times anything ever recorded.
The level of CO2 in atmospheric parts per million is now at
385ppm and is increasing at 3ppm annually. Any concentration
above 400ppm could push our climate system past a point of no
return.
For those who take comfort in the cool spring weather we are
experiencing in British Columbia, it is important to note that
elsewhere on our planet, notably in west Antarctica, the polar
north and the vast expanse of tundra in Siberia, huge
temperature anomalies are continuing to increase and expand.
In the Arctic, the ice melt is predicted to exceed its recordbreaking extent of last summer. Our planet, put simply, is
already too hot.
If we allow the Earth’s land-based glaciers and ice sheets to
melt, it will take at many thousands of years for them to refreeze.
However, to refreeze the floating polar ice would take only a
fraction of that time. Whereas we have seen the stability of the
polar ice decay in less than 60 years, it could refreeze again in less
than a century—but only if we cause the CO2 level in our
LETTERS, please turn to next page

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!
Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices

Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)

Serving All The Gulf Islands

Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd.
Saanichton: #2-7855 East Saanich Road

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

Dan Olive • 1-800-663-0877

www.seafirstinsurance.com

autoplan

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words
Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

Thurs, May 15 & 29 Sat, May 24

Sunday, May 18

Pender Film Group Screenings—THURS MAY 15: December
Boys (2007)—one summer, four orphans boys find themselves
competing for the attention of the same family; SAT MAY 24:
Darfur Now (2007)—explores the darfur conflict (genocide in
Sudan) through the first-hand experience of Don Cheadle and
others; THURS MAY 29: Nine Queens (2000)—two con artists try
to swindle a stamp collector by selling him a sheet of counterfeit
rare stamps • All shows 7:30pm • Community Hall • Admission
by donation • Info: www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER
ISLAND

Second Annual Silk Road Fibre Studio Tour & Sale—
textile displays, demonstrations, inspiration; adornments for
body, home, heart and mind; maps available at each studio, look
for the red balloons • Various art studios in Magic Lake Estates •
11am–5pm • Info: Joanna 250-629-3550, threefates@shaw.ca •
ON PENDER ISLAND

Thurs-Sat, May 15-17
Thurs-Sun, May 22-25 & Thu, May 29
Songs

of

the

Salish Sea Tour—Valdy, folksinger
extraordinaire, fisher-poet Kathy Stack, and
New Zealand guitarist Graham Wardrop
remount their 2006 tour • THURS, MAY 15:
Lasqueti Hall; FRI, MAY 16: Cortes,
Manson's Landing; SAT, MAY 17:
Brackendale Art Gallery; THURS, MAY 22:
Thetis Hall; FRI, MAY 23: Sidney, Mary
Winspear Centre, Bodine Family Hall; SAT,
MAY 24: Salt Spring, Artspring; SUN, MAY
25: Gabriola, The Haven; THURS, MAY 29:
Hornby Hall • All shows 8pm • Admission
prices vary with venue ($10-$20) • Info:
boothinlet@saltspring.com • AROUND THE SALISH SEA

F r i , S a t & Monday, May 16, 17 & 19
Artwork Sale—one of a kind furniture and accessories from Live
Edge Design 20-50% off; selection of thick slab picnic tables •
5195 Mearns Road • Friday & Monday 10am-8pm, Saturday
10am-5pm • Info: 1-866-748-0763 • IN DUNCAN

Saturdays till Thanksgiving
Pender Islands Farmers’ Market—’Come drop by ‘cuz you
just never know what you’ll find or who you'll meet;’ fresh, local
produce; baked goods and cheeses; local art and artisan works •
Community Hall • Every Saturday 9:30am-1pm • ON PENDER
ISLAND

Sat, Sun & Mon, May 17, 18 & 19
Victoria Day Weekend Family Fun Swims-enjoy the
wavepool, waterslide, pirate ship, toddler pool, swirlpool, family
changerooms, steam, sauna, and diving boards. Saanich
Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy
at Royal Oak exit) • SAT, MAY 17: 1-4pm, 6:30-8:30pm; SUN,
MAY 18: 10-noon, 1-4pm; 6:30-8:30pm; MON, MAY 19: 10-noon,
1-4 pm • IN SAANICH

Saturday, May 17
Happy Birthday Galiano—Galiano Museum Society celebrates
150th anniversary of the Island’s naming by Captain Henry
Richards; Penelakut drummers; original play, Learning to Live
Together written by David Clothier; giant birthday cake • South
Hall • 1:30pm • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Saturday, May 17
Mayne Island Conservancy’s 3rd
Annual May Day Celebration—morris
dancers, procession to Miners Bay Park
with drummers & singers, maypole,
labyrinth for the May Queen’s crowning;
dancing and games, delicious refreshments,
prize for the best May Day costume • Starts
at the Farmers’ Market • 1pm • Admission
Free • Info: Helen O’Brian 250-539-5619 •
ON MAYNE ISLAND

LETTERS from previous page
atmosphere to return to a level where this could take place. This
level should be a 350 ppm or lower, preferable below 325 ppm.
Put another way, we should bring the Earth’s temperature back
down to where it was in the early 1950s.
This would not only stabilize our climate, which has been
remarkably benign for the last 10,000 years, it would also protect
the vast ice sheets and glaciers and prevent the huge sea level rise
that will occur if they melt.
So what can we do? The answer is everything we can; it will
take more than one effort to save our biosphere. If we are to
continue to burn coal until more ecologically efficient means of
generating power are developed, then the carbon must be
captured and sequestered, no matter what the expense. The
technology to do this safely will be developed, because it must be.
All exploration and development of petroleum sources,
including the Alberta tar sands, must soon be brought to a halt.
All modes of transportation must become carbon neutral, again
because this is crucial to our survival. All energy must be
supplied to the electrical grid from carbon-free sources, such as
concentrated solar and various types of geothermal energy,
including deep or hot rock energy. These technologies are
already being developed and are becoming more affordable.

Sunday, May 18
Outward Voyage Concert—baritone Cliff Ridley and pianist
Danielle Marcinek performing the work of Ladysmith poet Ken
Cathers and Vancouver composer Christopher Ludwig •
Community Hall • 3:30pm • Tickets: adults $10, students $5,
children 12 & under free @ Talisman & Southridge • Info: 604687-3144 www.cliffridley.com • ON PENDER ISLAND

Wed-Sat, May 21-24
Norah Rendell and Brian Miller—Lively traditional Irish
music, ‘Brings sunlight to your heart and sets your feet dancing’—
The Munster Express • WED MAY 21: Salt Spring, house concert,
175 Kanaka Road, Ganges, 7pm, $15; THURS, MAY 22: Pender,
Community Hall, 7:30pm, $12/$10, @ Talisman Books and
Southridge Farms; FRI, MAY 23: Galiano, Community Hall, 8pm,
$12/$10 @ Galiano Books; SAT MAY 24: Mayne, Agricultural
Hall, 7:30pm, $12/$10 @ Happy Tides • Info:
www.norahrendell.com ON SALT SPRING, PENDER, GALIANO
& MAYNE ISLANDS

Wed, May 21 to Sun, June 1
Uno Fest—Canada’s singular live theatre
event; 20+ shows, Andy Jones, Linda
Griffiths, teen angst poetry and more •
Tickets: prices vary from $10-$20, festival
pass $99 • Multiple venues • Program and
tickets:
250-383-2663,
www.intrepidtheatre.com • IN VICTORIA

Saturday, May 24
13th Annual Bob Dylan Birthday
Party—an evening listening to or
performing your favourite Bob Dylan tunes
(musicians: call Carolyn Oko 250-539-9806) •
Galiano Community Hall • Potluck 5:30 pm,
show 7pm, Bob’s cake at 10pm • Admission:
donation to Galiano Community Land & Housing
Trust • Info: Tom Hennessy 250-529-2930 • ON
GALIANO ISLAND
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Warning about eating fish
Eating fish is part of a healthy diet, says the BC Centre for
Disease Control, an agency of the Provincial Health Services
Authority but warns people to choose fish low in mercury for
frequent consumption.
While fish is a good source of protein, is low in saturated fat
and has omega-3 fats that are beneficial to the heart and brain,
this recommendation is particularly important for pregnant and
breastfeeding women, babies and children. Mercury can damage
a growing brain.
Fish absorb mercury found in the environment. People
absorb the mercury when the fish is eaten. Mercury cannot be
removed or reduced by cleaning, preparing or cooking fish.
By knowing which types of fish are lower in mercury, the
health benefits of fish can be obtained while minimizing the
amount of mercury eaten.
Choose fish in these three categories:
• EAT FREELY: all salmon (farmed, wild, canned, fresh and
frozen), shrimp, prawns, rainbow trout, Atlantic mackerel and
sole. Eat from this list without limiting servings per week;
• EAT IN MODERATION: all types of canned tuna; fresh and
frozen albacore tuna; Atlantic cod; bass or white bass; halibut;
lake trout; sablefish; black cod or Atlantic black cod; or sea bass.
Limit children 6–24 months to two servings per month and
children 2–12 years to three servings per month. Women of
child-bearing age, including those pregnant and breastfeeding,
should eat no more than 2–4 servings per week. Women after
child-bearing age and men should limit their intake to 4–6
servings per week. One serving is equal to 75gm, (2.5oz, 125ml,
1/2cup).
• LIMIT: Bigeye (ahi) tuna, shark, marlin or swordfish.
Children 6–12 months should not eat this fish. Children 2–12
year should eat only one serving per month. Women of childbearing age, including those pregnant and breastfeeding, should
eat no more than two servings per month. Women after child
bearing age and men should limit their intake to four servings
per month.
Do not eat large amounts of fish not included in these
categories. Instead, eat a wide variety of fish. ✐

Sunday, June 15
Early Bird Registration for Permaculture Design
Certification Course—three week course (September 8 to 28),
145 hours of lecture/discussion and handson experiential learning in permaculture,
methods of organic agriculture, sustainable
energy systems, eco-forestry, herbology and
self-sustaining systems for land stewardship
and urban living • The Blue Raven Farm •
Fee: $2150 ($1950 before June 15th) • Info:
theblueraven@shaw.ca, 250-537-0866 • ON SALT SPRING
ISLAND

Salish Sea-wide Visibility
islandtides@islandtides.com

An intelligent way to get a mortgage.
Lower than posted bank rates
Gulf Island Financing
Self-employed
(may not have to prove income to qualify)

Sandy Noble

First-time buyers
Debt consolidation
No fee for consultant services

Mortgage Consultant

Thinking about buying… Find out what you can qualify for!

Phone: 604.825.0081 • Email: noble.s@shaw.ca
www.migroup.ca/sandynoble

250-629-3660
Global farming practices must change to capture and restore
carbon to the soil. Waste wood and trees must be deeply buried
to prevent release of carbon.
‘Artificial trees’ to capture carbon, although now prohibitively
expensive, must be considered in the future. All captured,
compressed carbon must be stored safely, preferably beneath the
sediment on the ocean floor, where there will be little danger of
its release.
This doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t bother exchanging our
light bulbs. Every action to reduce the carbon in our atmosphere
should be taken, whether the price tag is $2 or $2,000,000,000.
But we should be constantly aware of the fact that we have to
decrease the level of CO2; allowing our atmosphere to stay at its
present level is far too dangerous. Not to act, and not to do so
immediately, is simply unacceptable in biological and geological
terms.
Jim Hansen states that given the present high level of carbon
dioxide in our atmosphere, our climate system may have passed
a tipping point, but that it has not yet passed a point of no return.
He says to restore CO2 to a level that will preserve our biosphere
is ‘doable.’ But we must begin doing the doable, now.
I have been reenergized and inspired by his optimism, and it
LETTERS, please turn to page 9

WE MAKE BASEMENTS AND CRAWLSPACES
DRY AND ENERGY EFFICIENT...ALL THE TIME!

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
EMBRACE THE ISLAND LIFESTYLE
1256 Scarborough Rd, Bowen Island $595,000
Charming house sits on rarely available large sunny
flat lot just 3 minutes to Snug Cove. Only 6 years old
this house offers the charm of an old timer cottage
without the maintenance. Enjoy the early morning
sun as you relax on the covered porch, pick fresh
fruit off your fruit trees, this is the best of island life.
Bowen Island is just 20 minutes by ferry from West
Vancouver. Come find out why people are choosing
to call Bowen Island home.

SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

What is a
property worth
without water?

• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING
TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

Drilling the Islands since 
 
SSI:   
www drillwell com drill@drillwell com

Not Just Your Spring
Concert Anymore

Page 6, ISLAND TIDES, May 15, 2008

THE ART & CRAFT OF SHELTER

Patrick Brown

AUTHENTIC PRE-CRAFTED HOME PACKAGES...
OF THE UTMOST QUALITY.

In the earth day

Pender Island school children plant summer food.
Encouraged by the Farmers Institute youngsters engage with
the idea of local food supply. The seeds have since sprouted
and are being carefully watered, transplanting will be next.
Maybe some of these children and their produce will also
show up at the fall fair, come late August—if it haven’t been
eaten straight off the plants already!

1 800 655 5574
WWW.PRECRAFTEDHOMES.COM

The Pender Island Choral Society went well beyond any
expectations with their April production of Missa Gaia, directed
by Duane Bates. This was a large and complex show; the 40voice choir was joined by a seven-piece orchestra, a number of
soloists, and the recorded sounds of killer whales and arctic
timber wolves. For some of the items, a close harmony 19-voice
group was drawn from the choir.
Missa Gaia (Earth Mass) was written by Paul Winter and first
performed at the Cathedral of St John the Divine, New York City,
in May 1981. It’s an eclectic presentation: Winter himself
incorporated contributions by Paul Halley, Jim Scott, Kim Oler,
and Oscar Castro-Neves. The Pender Island production
included songs by U2, Moses Hogan, Pete Seeger, Lester
Quitzau, and the Brazilian folktune ‘The Promise of a
Fisherman.’
As a prelude to the performance, the orchestra (led by Chris
Kodaly on piano, with two percussionists, organ, and double
bass, Lester Quitzau on guitar, and Mark Miller on saxophone
CONCERT, please turn to page 9

Clearcuts and Building Threaten Wetlands & Water Supply
Richard Boyce, http://islandlens.blogspot.com
he Pacific tree frogs are singing in the wetlands, after a
long winter of hibernation in the mud. Their eggs laid, in
balls of transparent gel attached to twigs or grass stems,
these tiny amphibians will climb into the trees and spend the
summer eating insects.
Rough-skinned newts, commonly mistaken for salamanders
with orange bellies, can be seen crawling slowing from their nests
under logs towards pools of still water. They will mate and then
the females will lay individual eggs on the leaves of submerged
vegetation. The hatched larvae
take 4-5 months to reach
maturity and rely on standing
water for survival. The adult will
stay in water for as long as
possible and then move to damp
shade under logs and rocks.
The natural drainage of much
of the east coast of Vancouver
Island, is such that water is
retained in wetlands. Although it
rains a great deal during the fall,
winter, and spring months the
summers are usually dry. These
Hamilton Marsh
annual extremes between flood Photo: Richard Boyce, islandboundmedia.ca
and drought demand that water
be held back for several months in order for life to prosper.
Wetlands by definition retain water throughout the year,
several types are found on east Vancouver Island including:
marsh, fens, and woodland swamps. Marsh areas have an
abundance of grass and other vegetation along with open water,
which combine with peat moss to act as a sponge that maintains
water levels throughout the year.
All wetlands are sensitive to human development and a case
in point is Oceanside’s Hamilton Marsh. Hamilton Marsh is

T

Go
Green
A Recycled House Saves Trees
1-866-606-2237

WWW.NICKELBROS.COM
Victoria Nanaimo Vancouver
Seattle Everett Port Townsend San Juan Islands

• Ties Like a boat
• Dock or buoy
• Launch in seconds
• Solar charging
• Remote-controlled

Preserve your boat’s brilliance
Blue Water Systems Ltd.
The Marine Construction Experts

Voluntary Subscription? Keep
meaning to send it in? Help keep
all this great news coming!

Did something in this edition:

604-583-9999

www.bws-marine.com

• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?

A Better Way to Build

• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?

Austin-Ray 2,000 sq. Ft
• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct.
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.

Your Island Representative

Russ Anderson

View over 100 plans at:
www.nelson-homes.com

R. Anderson Technical Services
Duncan, BC
Phone: (250) 720-6000
Fax: (250) 720-2270
e-mail: russanderson@shaw.ca

• find you a good buy or service?
If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our 70 free
boxes located across the Strait of Georgia and from
Victoria to Nanaimo, you can show your support and
appreciation by mailing a voluntary subscription of

($25 + $1.25 gst = $26.25) to:
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!
And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you
who have given subscriptions. And keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste them
all in our scrapbooks!

owned by Island Timberlands who plan to log the forest around
it and develop the land for real estate.
Fens, or peat-forming wetlands, can be found at a variety of
locations from the lowlands up into the sub-alpine. The ridge
overlooking Oceanside is currently covered with large patches of
white snow. Those are clear-cuts: the result of logging in the past
few years where there were once an abundance of fens.
By far the most abundant wetland type, in this area, are forest
swamps. Historically, surface water has been retained in low
spots under the shade of trees
where thick sword ferns cover
the moist soil, even during a
prolonged draught. Many
landowners drain these areas to
allow for development. The runoff is then accelerated during the
rainy season leaving very little or
no moisture in the summer,
particularly if the wetland in
covered with backfill.
Currently many government
agencies have limited jurisdiction
over water but none of them have
the clout to make private and
corporate landowners comply in
order for local drinking water to be protected.
The BC Ministry of Environment and Minister Responsible
for Water Stewardship and Sustainable Communities has not
enacted any legislation with regards to water. However they have
named their water action plan: ‘Water for BC—Safe, Sustainable,
and Valued by All’ According to Minister Barry Penner’s website:
‘The plan is built around three broad goals: public health and
safety, healthy watersheds and responsible use, and encourages
British Columbians to adopt a sustainability ethic around caring
for and protecting water resources and aquatic ecosystems.’
No mention of corporate responsibility, although big business
uses by far the largest amounts of water in this province to flush
mines, cool pulp mills, drill for oil, and cool metal smelting
plants.
Oceanside has seven golf courses, with several currently
under construction. Each 18-holes uses more than 1 million liters
of water every summer’s night.
Logging corporations, like Island Timberlands continue
logging the ‘aquatic ecosystems’ such as the banks of Hamilton
Creek as seen on Highway 4A between the town of Qualicum
Beach and Coombs.
The BC Ministry of Health can intervene in the case of
extreme situations. The Regional District of Nanaimo has very
limited authority over water. The Federal Department of
Fisheries and Oceans prescribes 30-meter setback from rivers
and creeks but does not enforce these limitations on private
lands.
Ironically, the BC Ministry of Transportation has the most
control over the flow of local surface water. Ditches have been
dug along every roadway to drain surface water. The goal of this
Ministry is to discharge the water to the ocean as rapidly as
possible. This in direct contradiction to nature, which seeks to
retain the water for the dry season so that life can exist during the
summer droughts. ✐
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As new as they come—spot the new baby (above and inset)!

Corky on BC Agriculture, from page 1
distinct agricultural commodity groups, more
than any other Canadian province, and
‘Whereas the agricultural land base of the
province has been alienated from uses other
than agriculture ever since the formation of the
agricultural land reserve in 1973, and then
‘Whereas agriculture production is
recognized as being amongst the most
competitive and high-risk in labour and
capital-intensive industries in Canada,
‘Whereas to develop any industry to its
fullest potential often takes an additional level
of infrastructure, education and expertise
facilitated by government investment, as is
done successfully in many of the competing
jurisdictions in Canada, to our detriment, and
‘Whereas British Columbia, having the most
diverse agriculture and restrictive land use
legislation of any Canadian province, then
receives the smallest provincial government
contribution towards these efforts, at 3.3%of
agriculture GDP, according to StatsCan 2006,
‘Therefore be it resolved’—and here comes
what they’re asking—‘that our provincial
government recognize the importance and
potential of this diverse industry and its
contribution to our overall GDP, our
environment and the well-being of the
population, and so immediately increase the
funding of the Agriculture Ministry in line with
the average of other provincial governments, at
16.4% of agriculture GDP, and use these funds
to help to increase the productivity and
efficiency of our diverse agriculture sectors.’
Imagine that. They identify Canada’s
contribution averaging—not the excellence, not
the top, not aiming for the best, but average,
mediocre, middle-of-the-road Canada—at
16.4%of GDP and British Columbia at 3.3%.
The BCFGA cites as their source ‘Farm
Income, Financial Conditions and Government
Assistance Data Book’ of the research and
analysis directorate of the strategic policy
branch of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada,
page 43.
It isn’t me. It isn’t us in this room. It isn’t
even the BCFGA that’s saying we’re at the
bottom. It’s Agriculture Canada. The last actual
figures are actually for 2005-2006. It identifies
BC at 3.9%of farm GDP, the average at 15.6%.
And Alberta, our next-door-neighbour
competitor…. If you live in the Peace, you’re

competing directly with the people right across
the border. Cattlemen compete directly with
the people right across the border. They’re at
16.1%.
We are last, out of ten. What does this
mean? Does it mean we have a level playing
field in Canada? It certainly doesn’t. Does it
mean we have a pro-business environment in
British Columbia? Well, not if you’re farming.
Canada, amongst the OECD nations, is third
from the bottom in support for agriculture.
Then British Columbia comes in at the bottom
of the country that’s third from the…. We
compete with the world, and we are at the
bottom of support for agriculture. I’m not
talking subsidies here.
In the past, when we actually cared about
business and farming, we supported diking and
ditching. Remember that, Honourable
Members? We had environmental investment,
helping people manage manure and the like.
We had education for young people and reeducation for farmers as years go by. We had
land leases. We had extension programs. All
over the province we had research and research
farms, and we developed new categories and on
and on—most of which is gone.
We also used to have staff. Remember when
we had staff? Remember? The Ministry of
Agriculture employed people—someone that a
farmer could call and just say: ‘Hi, Fred. I’ve got
a little bit of a….’ There’s no Fred on the other
side of the line. There’s no Fred to visit your
farm.
In 1982, when we were being governed by
Social Credit, there were 729 Full Time
Equivalents (FTEs) working on agriculture—
729 people like Fred to phone up and say: ‘Give
me a hand.’ In this budget that we’re debating
today there are 312. That’s less than half, and I
can’t figure out how many of them are working
on fish farms. It’s half, and some of those
people are off working.
Comparing FTEs is one way to measure a
government’s priority, but it’s only one way.
Another way is to compare the percentage of
the total budget that’s spent on any given
ministry. When a government and cabinet
members sit around and go, ‘We’re going to
build a budget here now. How much for health,

Cummins Onan Home Standby Generators
“Back up power is peace of mind”
Only available at Cummins Western Canada

Offer limited to inventory on hand.
Coupon has no cash redemption value.
Coupon may not be combined with any other offer.
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Water ~ Brian Crumblehulme
ear London, England, lie a picturesque series of chalk
hills called the Downs. They are made from the bodies of
a few billion zooplankton that swam the oceans a few
hundred million years ago and their collective grave rolls all the
way to the white cliffs of Dover, across the Channel to the equally
white cliffs of Normandy and down through central France.
The farming is good, the landscape pretty, there are lots of
interesting caves to explore or use for storing wine and the
quality of the drinking water is abysmal. Consequently, across
the years the British learned to put up with it while the French
turned it to good use. Integral to the French national health
system is a visit to the spa where one can soak in hot, chalky
water, have it sprayed at you by a white-coated attendant, or
drink it by the litre if you wish; which may explain the origins of
the French wine industry.
Not all spring water tastes chalky but it certainly has its share
of minerals which are undoubtedly good for you; and that leads
us nicely to the question of marketing. Marketing, as we all know,

N

is an American invention and cultural export. A generation ago a
few marketing managers sitting around a table in France
wondered how they might justify their MBA’s when one bright
spark suggested they try selling water to the Americans. That
board room belonged to a company called Perrier and the rest
they say is money in the bank.
Let’s get this straight; a French bottling company sold the
idea that their bottled mineral-rich groundwater was somehow
better than the stuff that came out of the ground half a world
away. Today, of course, Perrier is passé but a legion of other
bottling enterprises successfully fill their bottles and coffers on
the premise that small things in small containers are better than
the stuff that comes out of a tap.
A couple of years back the Canadian Food Bureau published
its findings on the bottled water industry and concluded that ‘not
only are we supporting a dubious environmental practice’ but
many of the so-called mineral waters are no more than ‘tap water
taken from municipal supplies, reprocessed and marketed for

resale.’ The CFB went on to cite Aquafina and Dasani as
examples of this lucrative practice.
The sale of bottled water in Canada is very big business
outstripping coffee, tea, apple juice and even milk. Coke and
Pepsi have long been selling their own brands of bottled water,
now too are Nestlé, owners of several brands around the world,
including I find, Montclair, a ‘natural spring water’ from Hope,
BC. It pays to read the fine print sometimes.
Last year the French government went so far as to issue a
missive recommending that consumers limit the amount of
bottled water they drink and to change brands frequently. More
recently, in Food, Sex and Salmonella, Dr David Waltner-Toews
wrote the memorable line, ‘drinking bottled water every day is
like using a toilet bowl brush to clean your teeth.’
Why anyone should choose to spend their hard-earned dollars
on a bottle of water of dubious quality is beyond me. For my part,
I rarely drink water, sometime I try to walk on it but then only in
winter, and if I do desire a glass there’s plenty in the tap. ✐

Corky on BC Agriculture, from page 7
education, social services and how much for agriculture?’ that
percentage of the total says what their priority is.
In order to see how we got to the bottom in support for
farming, I went back to 1961, to trace the percentage of the total
budget we invested in the Ministry of Agriculture. In 1961 it was
about 1%. In 1971—0.00825, just under 1% of the total spent on
farming. In 1981 it went up to 0.01286. That’s the highest in half
a century—over 1%—1.2%.
Then the crash began. In 1991—0.0034, or one-third of 1%. In
2001—0.0030, one-third of 1%.
Here’s my analysis [of those figures]. The budget went up in
the 1970s because we had farm income assurance. Remember?
We had per-tonnage payments. We had cost-of-production
payments to farmers that said: ‘If you don’t get the price of
potatoes from the marketplace, we’ll make it good.’ So it went up.
Then along came the Reagan and Mulroney and Thatcher
years and the GATT and the Free Trade Agreement and the
NAFTA. It becomes against the law to have the old-fashioned
subsidies. Canada, faster than any country in the world except
two, wiped out all their subsidies. British Columbia essentially
wiped out a ministry.
After the GATT, BC cut supports for farming faster than any
other province in Canada. In 40 years we cut the support for
agriculture by two-thirds. It explains why, when you go and you
talk to a young farmer and they say, ‘My mom and dad built this
place, and I can’t keep it together,’ that young farmer thinks it’s
their fault.
Well, in fact, the truth is that we in this room over 40 years
wiped out support for that family by two-thirds. The analysis of

the BCFGA is saying in public what I think we’ve all hidden from
for decades. We ask BC producers to compete, and we give them
one-third of the rest of Canada.

The Agriculture Plan
The second big event in the last few weeks leading up to this day
was the agriculture plan presented in Abbotsford on February 15.
Yeah, I’d encourage everybody to read it. I’d encourage you to
read it, Honourable Speaker. I’m not supposed to show it, am I?
It says a lot of good stuff about agriculture, and it delivers
nothing—zero. It says a lot of good words. It’s got pictures, pretty
pictures, and it delivers nothing. Let me give you three examples
of the nothing: it talks about provincial branding; it talks about
agricultural land protection; and it talks about healthy food.
The plan says about branding…. I’ll just read it to you. Here,
it’s good words, eh? ‘All British Columbians should have access
to safe, locally produced food. BC will enhance its market brand
to profile high-quality products reflecting our province’s
reputation for environmental sustainability and healthy living.’
Well, that’s good. We’re going to get a market brand.
We used to have a market brand. Of course, it came in 1993.
It was called Buy BC. It went until 2001. It disappeared in 2001.
Two years ago Investment Agriculture—that is, of course, the
agriculture foundation that assists agriculture —figured out that
they wanted a brand. They hired a consultant, and the consultant
did a report. They paid whacks of money, and the consultant
said: ‘In addition, a branding program would generate
significant economic impacts.’
For example, a 1996 evaluation of Buy BC estimated that the
program had generated 1,900 jobs in three years. The consultant

told Investment Agriculture, ‘We should be taking steps to
improve the marketing of BC foods. It should be a high priority
for the industry and for the government.’ They said: ‘There’s a
clearly demonstrated consumer preference for locally produced
foods.’
Then they asked a bunch of farmers and food distributors
what they thought about Buy BC—the label, the brand. We’d
invested $40 million. A third of that was the Crown and the rest
was the private sector. The farmers themselves said…. They
asked 50 of them, and 50 out of 50 said: ‘I want Buy BC back.’
They said: ‘I like the logo. It is recognized and a well-known
brand among the public.’ They said: ‘The public like it.’ They
said: ‘It’s an effective promotion program.’ They said: ‘It should
be updated.’ And the last one—here’s the kicker—said: ‘There’s
public money already invested in it.’
Then what did the consultants say? ‘Oh,’ they said, ‘we should
think up a new brand.’ What did the minister say in the ag plan?
The minister said: ‘We’re going to have a brand. I can’t tell you
what it is because even though we did the report two years ago,
and we’ve been talking about it for two years, I haven’t decided
yet.’ When we asked him who’s going to decide, he couldn’t say
when it was going to be decided or who would make the deciding
factor.
The second example I would use of the ‘nothing in the ag
plan’ is what it says about the Agricultural Land Reserve, which
of course is dear to some of our hearts. It says about agricultural
land: ‘Preservation of agricultural land for future generations of
farm and ranch families is important, and we therefore commit
BC AGRICULTURE, please turn to page 10

General Board Meeting
& Open House
Wednesday, May 28, 2008
The Vancouver Island Health Authority Board of Directors is
holding its regular General Board meeting:
Wednesday, May 28th at 2:15 pm
Auditorium, Queen Alexandra Centre for Children’s Health
2400 Arbutus Road, Victoria, BC
In addition to conducting its regular business, there will be a
limited amount of time set-aside during the meeting for scheduled
presentations from the public and to respond to questions
submitted in advance of the meeting.
Presentation Guidelines:
A written request is required to make a presentation to the Board.
Requests should include the general nature and viewpoint of the
presentation and groups/organizations must identify one
individual as the spokesperson. Presentations will be limited to a
maximum of 10 minutes.
Questions for the Board:
Questions must be submitted in advance of the meeting to allow
for a formal response, which will be distributed in writing at the
meeting and posted to our website following the meeting.
Note: Should the number of applications exceed the time
available at the meeting it may not be possible to schedule all
presentations. You will be contacted to confirm whether or not
you have been selected to make a presentation.
Presentations will not be accepted without prior arrangement and
questions from the floor will not be addressed. There will be an
opportunity to informally ask questions following the meeting
during the Open House.
Written questions or requests for presentations to the VIHA Board
must be submitted before 4:00 pm on Friday, May 16, 2008 by
fax to (250) 370-8750 or by email to janet.shute@viha.ca or by
mail to: Vancouver Island Health Authority, Executive Office,
1952 Bay Street, Victoria, BC V8R 1J8
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and other great term deposits† from Island Savings and enjoy choice, ﬂexibility and,
most of all, security*.
With Island Savings, you can also take comfort in dealing with people who know you.
People who greet you by name and show you just how much they appreciate your
business. Call or visit us today and see for yourself why we say, it’s good to be here.

Open House Immediately Following the General Board
Meeting – Approx. 4:00 pm
Following the General Board meeting there will be an Open
House to allow for a general exchange of thoughts, suggestions
and concerns between the VIHA Board and senior management
staff and the general public.

Visit our regular advertisers’
websites at www.islandtides.com

*Each ‘Separate Deposit’ as deﬁned by Regulations is guaranteed up to $100,000 by the Credit Union Insurance Corporation.
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Priscilla Ewbank

The grass is growing by the inch. The lettuce and peas and all the
green garden leafy—so good for you—veggies are thriving in the
rain, cloud-cover and spells of sunshine. Tulips in a fantastic
range of colour are suspended above the garden greenery.
Lambs are growing plump and bouncy with all the grass and
rich milk provided by their constantly grazing moms. Tomatoes
and peppers are still huddling in the greenhouse awaiting a little
more sustained heat from the sun before they swing into lush
growth.
This is the big two weeks for pollination for my fruit trees.
The plums are a haze of white, and so are the wild bitter cherries.
The pears and apples are just bursting bud. Bring on the sun and
the feeding, flitting buzzies!

Climate Action Dividend

July First Coming Up—Community In
Action
On April 27 we had our first Lamb BBQ meeting with Dawn
Wood, our new chair at the helm. Items ‘flagged’ from last year
received quick and useful discussion and were changed, for
greater success and a better functioning Lamb BBQ, such as a
new game chosen to replace the venerable dart booth whose
existence came into question due to the predictable but 1-in-amillion chance mishap last year. So far 86 identified tasks are
accompanied by the names of the persons in charge but about
five tasks that do not have coordinators.
The annual Saturna Lamb BBQ is the sole fundraising event
that brings in money to support the functioning and
maintenance of the community hall, the medical centre, funding
for Saturna Community Club, and all the organizations that fall
under its auspices, as well as miscellaneous events and situations
that arise in the community. The huge event also provides a
venue and visibility for many Island organizations and for
artisans and crafts people.
Dates were set for the May through June workbees.
Workbees are fun, social and require nothing beyond general
capabilities—many hands make light work and quick
accomplishment and all are welcome to pitch-in—kids and
adults.
On Saturday, May 24, at 10am, under the direction of Ron
Hall, the BBQ wood will be loaded, moved and stacked at the
Winter Cove BBQ site.
On Tuesday, May 27 at 7pm the Mint Sauce Party will take
SATURNA, please turn to page 10
LETTERS from page 5
is my hope that others will feel the same. Please contact me at
dcutting@yahoo.com for references and more information.
Dorothy Cutting, Salt Spring Island

How will you spend your $100?
Starting in late June, British Columbians will receive a Climate Action Dividend of
$100. Together with new cuts to personal and business taxes and over $1 billion
in climate action initiatives, the dividend is intended to help people make climate
friendly choices. By making smart choices with your $100 dividend on everyday
purchases like energy-efficient light bulbs, or shopping locally for produce, your
decisions can make a big difference.
To learn more about the dividend and other climate smart measures,
visit smartchoicesbc.ca or call 1-877-387-3332.

Bike Park on Pender Island
Dear Editor:
I would like to provide some background information regarding
the proposal to use a portion of Gulf Islands National Park
Reserve (GINPR) on North Pender Island for a bike park.
Although GINPR supports the use of non-motorized
transportation to get to the national park, bikes (and horses) are
not permitted on the trails or off-road in the park.
National parks provide opportunities to experience and
connect with the natural and cultural values for which the
national park was established. Activities and visitor services are
focused on building a connection to these values. The park’s
Interim Management Guidelines (2006) clearly outline the
vision for the park, as well as the type of recreational activities (eg
walking, hiking, kayaking, boating, camping) considered
compatible with protection of this sensitive coastal-island
environment.
Regional or local governments are typically the agencies that
provide mountain bike facilities, skateboard parks, and other
similar facilities. On the idea of selling or exchanging part of Gulf
Islands National Park Reserve to facilitate development of a bike
park, it should be noted that Parks Canada does not normally sell
national park lands. Further, a land exchange proposal would
need to have very compelling benefits to the national park to be
considered.
If residents of the Pender Islands feel strongly that there is an
on-island need for a bike park, then an assessment to determine
potential locations should be initiated by the proponents, in
association with the appropriate local groups, levels of
government and the community. This assessment should
include an examination of the key operating requirements of a
bike park facility (emergency access, parking, washrooms) and
other considerations (facility operator, liability insurance,
zoning, etc).
Carolyn Stewart, Gulf Islands National Park Reserve ✐
CONCERT from page 6
and flute) presented an improvised meditative interlude, and the
choir sang Harry Belafonte’s ‘Calypso Chant,’ Oscar Peterson’s
‘Hymn to Freedom,’ and two Robert Frost poems set to music by
Randall Thompson and Z Randall Stroope.
The mass itself more or less follows classic form with a Kyrie,
Sanctus, Agnus Dei, Benedictus, Ubi Caritas, a reprise of the
Agnus Dei, and, at the end, ‘Let us Depart in Peace.’
The music is a fascinating combination of folk and sacred,
with the hymns having a decided spiritual or gospel flavour. It’s
a strong and well-balanced choir, and the singing was very
beautiful.
Among the soloists were Dana McConchie, Michael Pelletier,
Mae Moore, Clare Mathias, George Ravenscroft, and Lester
Quitzau, who also led his own composition ‘Let it Shine.’
For sold-out audiences at three performances in the Pender
Islands Community Hall, the thing to do was to lie back and let
the music wash over you, lost in the beautiful sounds and also in
appreciation of the immense amount of hard work it must have
taken to present Missa Gaia. It has certainly set the bar high for
future Island choir productions. ✐
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A new trail for the backpackers
BC West Coast trail has long been a legend of
the coast. Hikers were overjoyed when it was
joined by the Juan de Fuca Trail, some years
ago. Both of those trails are on southern
Vancouver Island.
If your looking for a new rugged adventure,
get those boots out, this month a third major
trial has opened at the northern tip of
Vancouver Island.
The North Coast Trail provides 43 km of
spectacular, and challenging, hiking and
camping in a remote wilderness setting which
links with the existing Cape Scott Trail.
To create the trail, the province acquired 716
hectares of property between 2000 to 2002.
These lands were added to Cape Scott
Provincial Park in 2004. Construction began in
September 2004.

The creation of the trail was also supported
by the Northern Vancouver Island Trails
Society and the government of Canada. ‘The
completion of this world-class trail is an
example of a group of people who set a lofty
goal and were committed to working with
provincial, federal, regional and corporate
supporters,’ said Al Huddlestan, chair of the
Northern Vancouver Island Trails Society.
‘As this will be the first season for the trail,
we ask the public’s patience and support. The
Northern Vancouver Island Trails Society
remains committed to fundraising in support of
ongoing promotion and development of the
trail. The real message here is, ‘If you have a
dream, you can make it happen’,’ Huddlestan
explains. ✐

SUMMER ECOLOGICAL EXPLORATION PROGRAM (SEEP) 
The Gulf Islands Centre for Ecological Learning is now accepting registration
enquires for its SEEP activities on Mayne Pender Saturna and Salt Spring islands
Our programs integrate the knowledge and understanding of marine forest
and freshwater ecosystems food growing and local First Nations knowledge
We use natural science multisensory experiences art photography theatre
story telling music and play as core learning methods

Pender Island Dates:
July   

Mayne Island Dates:
July   August 

Salt Spring Island Dates:
July   

Saturna Island Dates:
August  

Time:  am to pm Monday through Friday
Children ages ()  to  ( )
Fees: $ /week/child
GICEL may be able to provide limited financial assistance for families who
have children wishing to participate For more details please contact:
Michael Dunn phone    for Mayne and Pender Islands;
Jessica Reveley email jreveley@sd bc ca for Saturna Island or;
Gail Neumann phone  
for Salt Spring Island
Our website is actively being updated but check it out at www gicel ca
Join our dynamic leaders and amazing youth mentors in exploring the gifts
of nature on the Southern Gulf Islands

Farm holidays are in
The Land Conservancy is offering holidays for
socially-responsible citizens to work with
organic farmers: planting, harvesting, learning
about food production and experiencing
community.
Working holidays are quickly gaining
popularity as an affordable and inspirational
way to vacation. These days, people seek
adventure and educational getaways, and the
Land Conservancy’s Farm Conservation
Holidays fit the bill.
The first of four farm conservation holidays
this summer is from June 11-15 on Salt Spring
Island. Participants will rub elbows with farmer,
author, and artist Michael Ableman of Foxglove
Farm.

Halfway up Mount Maxwell, this diverse
and historic 120-acre farm produces an
outstanding diversity of fresh food. With 20
years of experience as an organic farmer,
Ableman will talk about sustainable farming
techniques that can be used in your own
backyard. Participants will also gain
knowledge on how food makes it to the dinner
plate as they will harvest and prepare the
bounty from a satisfying day’s work on the
farm.
Other farm holidays are offered in July and
August on farms located in Victoria (Madrona
Farm, July 6), on Salt Spring Island (Duck
Creek, July 23-25), and in the Cowichan Valley
(Keating Farm, August 22- 24). ✐

SATURNA from page 9
place at the hall where coordinators JoAnne Monk and Ingrid Gaines will see that lots of mint sauce
is made up for the succulent lamb and the spiced vinegar dressing for the salad is prepared. If you
have mint in your garden bring lots or alert someone to come and pick it up. No fuzzy apple mint,
please—it just doesn’t make up right!
The next clutch of workbees doesn’t occur until June 21, starting with on-site clean-up and
preparation. This doesn’t mean that no work is done in the intervening time—all those coordinators
of tasks will be working away with the help of the community at large.

Saturna Community Housing
About 75 people showed up at a meeting sponsored by the newly formed Saturna Community
Housing Society. Tony Green, Chuck Rief and Annie Simmonds and have been plugging away at
community housing ever since the first ‘Open Space’ meeting, in 2006, re-identified it as an
important Island issue. (Even before ‘Open Space’ others had been working on this project since
the ’90s.)
The flyer for the meeting was a hoot. It is titled, ‘House For Rent-Affordable.’ In small letters it
says. ‘If you are reading this, then chances are you should be at Saturna Community Housing
Society’s ‘Meet and Eat’ dinner and discussion.
Dinner was generously donated by Ian Warren, Shawn Fitzgerald, Lighthouse Pub, Déjavu
Seafood and Steakhouse, Haggis Farm Bakery and Saturna Café and was enjoyed by all. Jamie
Ritchie, who is experienced in community housing and who facilitates groups, agencies and
government, lead the discussion. Jamie is a long-time Saturna weekender and is a member of the
land-collective known locally as ‘The Group of 30’ (David Elford Holding Company).
Jamie identified a few major theme areas and the meeting roared to life; many people spoke.
Jamie’s gift is to paraphrase the gist of people’s comments and relate them to the whole. The
meeting ended promptly with a sense of accomplishment and energy. Thanks go to the people who
provide such a hospitable venue; share wonderful food and having the valuable service of someone
who is wise and trained in the ways of helping humans generate useful ideas for their own benefit.

Thomson Park Clean-Up Rained On
Due to a persistent deluge, about half the usual complement of enthusiasts showed up to spiff-up
Thomson Park—our local community park at Saturna Beach. Nevertheless, the Small Boat Society
arrived by boat, their first event of the year. The BBQ picnic lunch was a warm and comforting
bonus. Some work on the new trail was started and rumour has it our eminent bug biologist, Judy
Meyers is willing to help with identifying some of the plants along
the path to make the trail even more interesting. ✐
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to reviewing the provisions of the agricultural land reserve to
ensure it continues to meet our goals of improving agriculture
over the longer term.’
I was at some of those meetings that the government
committee had, meeting farmers to hear what they had to say,
and I give them full credit. They went around the province. I
went to those meetings, I listened to what the farmers had to say,
and it wasn’t: ‘Please review the provisions.’
In Abbotsford a guy got up, speaking to the committee, and
he said: ‘I work for a firm that sells fertilizer and soil additives
and tools to the agricultural sector. I don’t farm, but the wellbeing of the farm community is totally necessary for my business
to survive.’
He said he went to a convention with others who work in his
industry from the United States. When they found out that he
lived where we had protected farmland, they were all jealous
because those ones in Oregon and Washington and California
were losing their client-base as they lost their land. The
gentleman was standing up, saying to the government: ‘Enough
is enough. No more alienation of Crown land. You need to
protect the business land base. You need to protect farmers so
that I have a business to participate in.’
I was there when Ting Wu, the blueberry grower whose land
TransLink was putting a road across, came and said to the Chair:
‘Will you or your committee or your minister defend me? Will
somebody help me? I’m making money. I don’t want a subsidy.
I’m growing a crop on agricultural land. They want to bisect it
and pave it. Will you help me?’ He didn’t say: ‘We’re going to
review the terms with the goal of preserving agriculture land.’
The plan is an absolute disconnect from what I heard the citizens
of British Columbia say.
The third issue, I would suggest, is an absolute disconnect. It
has to do with a thing that we call, in British Columbia, meat
inspection. Honourable Chair, I’m going to read to you what the
plan says, what the minister said. He said: ‘It’s important to have
a safe and secure food supply.’ Of course, that’s good. I’m glad
we’re going to do that. He says: ‘For example, the recently
enacted provincial meat inspection regulations will ensure that
all British Columbians have the protection afforded by consistent
meat safety standards no matter where in the province they live.’
Does the minister really believe that? I personally don’t care
if we have a meat inspection bylaw or not, because I trusted the
meat before we had a law, and I trust it now. But the meat
inspection bylaw brought in by the Minister of Health is, I think,
the most poorly implemented piece of public policy in all of
Canada since the federal Liberals brought in their gun law and
botched it utterly.
I know I’m not supposed to have any props, so I’m not going
to show you that many letters from farmers everywhere writing
to me. They’re writing to the government, and they’re saying that
your assurance that it’s going to work no matter where they live
isn’t working for them. It’s an absolute disconnect between what
BC AGRICULTURE, please turn to next page
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BC AGRICULTURE, from previous page
the plan says and what the farmers say. It’s almost as if the
farmers aren’t part of the process that led us to the plan.
The whole thing is so disconnected from reality. When I was
a parent of young kids, a parenting teacher said to me: ‘Mr
Evans, you know, the way to make your children crazy is to tell
them you love them and then bash them upside the head.’ They
said to me: ‘The way to make them leave home at an early age is
to tell them you love them and then ignore their every need.’ I
would suggest that the agriculture plan is an example of the
latter. It is saying, ‘I love you,’ and then ignoring every single
thing farmers have to say about their daily life.

The Budget—Food For Fuel
The third big event in the last few weeks was the provincial
budget. Now I’m coming to what I’m actually supposed to be
talking about. I thought, following on the heels of the agriculture
plan, that agriculture might actually be a priority in the budget. I
thought the government was going to go out and say, ‘We care
about you,’ and then three days later come in here and prove it.
The Minister of Finance would get up and say: ‘We’re going to
make farming work. We’ve got an ag plan; now we’re going to
fund the thing.’
In the entire budget speech—this is important, farmers; this
is important for you to know—the word ‘agriculture’ was said
once, and it didn’t have to do with you. It had to do with the fact
that they were going to change agriculture to accommodate the
making of fuel from agriculture products. Not a mention of all
the stuff in the ag plan. Not a mention of producing food on
farmland, but we’re going to be good for making fuel. That’s the
commitment of the budget.
I did the math. After the budget was announced, I did some
arithmetic. As near as I can figure, agriculture in this budget has
now dropped to below its historic low of 0.03% of provincial
investment of the budget to less than 0.02% of the provincial
budget. Cut by a government who produces an agriculture plan
and says: ‘I love you, and I care, and I listened.’ Four days later
we dropped it to 0.02%.
I think at year’s end we will again be said by Stats Canada or
Agriculture Canada to be at the bottom—to be the bottom
province, below Newfoundland. Newfoundland is a rock out in
the ocean, and the wind blows so much the trees grow 45 degrees
—below Newfoundland in our support for agriculture.
In fact, in the budget…. I read the budget, and one document,
the capital plan for major projects, identifies that BC Railway is
going to be given $25.5 million for subdivision projects and
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$44.7 million for land acquisitions. You all know what that
means, don’t you? That means $67 million for paving agriculture
land. We are, probably for the first time in history, going to pay
more to pave agricultural land than to farm it—in a province
where we claim to care.
I get it that it is not the minister’s fault. I’ve got to say that on
the record. This minister simply builds on the record of all three
parties that have governed in the last three decades. I get it that
we’re not going back to the pre-GATT days of price supports and
subsidies, and I can even argue the case against those activities.
I get it that we’re not going back to the ad hoc payments of the
olden days or the per-acreage payments of the olden days. I don’t
even want to go there.
The real question for farmers, though, for farm organizations
that might be listening, for every single person in this room on
both sides, for the minister, for the cabinet and for governance
generally…. The real question is twofold. One, how on earth did
good people create this monumental contradiction of being the
province with the best protection for farmland in Canada and the
least support for the people who live there? What happened in
history? How did we get here? How would we turn it around?
The second question is: if we did as the BCFGA suggests, and
we move simply to the mediocre middle. If we went from 3 or 4
or 5% of farm-gate GDP to 16%—that would be multiplying your
budget by three times—that would be going back to the old days
of Social Credit administration. If we did that, we’d have $100
million. We’d have some FTEs. There’d be a Fred on the other
side of the phone. We could afford to have programs to help
people get into farming.
The question would be then: what would the programs be?
What would we do that’s GATT green, that contravenes no
international agreements but would encourage farming and
sustainable use of the land in the production of food and feeding
people here in British Columbia? What would we do with that
money?
I think it’s our job to answer that question. It’s farmers’ jobs
and farm organizations…. We’ve got to answer that question so
that we never again have this monumental disconnect between
saying ‘We love you’ and giving you nothing.
I go to a lot of meetings with farm organizations. The
unfortunate thing—I love those meetings; they’re really good
people—is that like you and me, the people in those meetings
tend to be grey-haired people—50, 60, 70 years old. When you
have a conversation with the older generation on the farm, it

1-877-652-0599

Waterworks
Bulk Water Delivery Ltd

• 3000gals Drinking Water •

Tank Filling, Cleaning,
Sales & Rentals
Pool Filling

539-5252 or
250-478-6937

PROPANE
Pre-Season
Specials!
F R O M THE T A N K
TO THE
APPLIANCE
& EVERYTHING IN
BETWEEN
V i s i t U s At

CRD Health Approved

WWW.PROPANEWEST.CA

250-474-7912

1-888-754-5054

tends to be more of a conversation about where we were than
where are we today. If it even gets to where we are today, it
doesn’t go to where we should go in future—which I think is the
job of this House.

Affording Farming
I went last weekend to a COABC workshop in Sidney. I spent my
weekend in Sidney. That’s the Certified Organic Associations of
British Columbia. Lo and behold, it was full of young people. Half
the people in the room were under 40, and half of them were
under 30.
They weren’t day trippers. They weren’t romantics or
something. They were young people that want to farm. They’d
apprenticed, they’d gone to school, and they wanted to make
some money. They saw it as a business, not as some kind of airyfairy sort of romantic life. They wanted the business of … young
people. I was so excited. I was so encouraged.
The question is: if we have real and realistic young people out
there who want to farm and we’re operating in the Fraser Valley
and the Okanagan with land at $100,000 an acre and more, how
are we going to make room for them? What government
programs are going to make room for them?
If we’re going to have all kinds of support for all kinds of
universities, are we ever going to get back to extension for the
agricultural community? Are we going to embrace these people
or say: ‘Nope. Actually, we don’t want you. Our ALR is a sort of
pastoral green zone. We don’t want business there’? I don’t
actually see the government doing anything to answer that
question.
I want to end by saying: this is my life’s work. Given that I
watched them bollix the job of making an ag plan, I’ll take these
two questions ? ‘How did we get here?’ and ‘How should we fix
it?’—and I’m going to go out and ask British Columbians.
I commit the next year of my life and of my party’s team to
being able to actually reverse time back to the days when it
wasn’t a pretty brochure and it wasn’t words. It was actually a
priority of the people who budget for this province and manage
it and make the rules and the regulations.
Maybe next year we’ll walk in here, and if you guys don’t have
a plan backed up by budget resources, by human beings and by
programs to make it work, we’ll have to do it. ✐
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New Zealand ends private railway adventure ~ Patrick Brown
ew Zealand has ended a fifteen-year experiment with
railway privatization by buying out the railway and ferry
operations of Toll Holdings Ltd for NZ$665 million
(CDN$500 million). The purchase includes rail operations on
both the North and South Islands, together with ferries across
Cook Strait that carry railcars, vehicles, and passengers.
The original 1993 privatization involved the US railway
company Wisconsin Central and a number of New Zealand
investors. At that time they paid NZ$400 million for both the
operation and the track (some 4,000km of 42” gauge lines),
renaming the railway Tranz Rail. The land occupied by the track
remained the property of the government, under a long term
lease to Tranz Rail.

N

Seeking More Profits from Less
Investment

of capital (not to mention scrapping 100 diesel locomotives) and
had not invested in needed new equipment (at a cost estimated
at NZ$700 million). The more profitable lines had been sold off,
while marginal lines had been shut down. Cutbacks on track
maintenance had led to the imposition of a 40kph average speed
on the system. Part of Tranz Rail was then sold (along with
Wisconsin Central) to CN Rail, which has since sold most of its
shares to investors in New Zealand and Australia.
In the meantime, competition from truck traffic in New
Zealand increased markedly. The railway attempted to abandon
passenger services, and sold their remnants to private operator
West Coast Railway. It also reorganized its freight services to a
‘hub & spoke’ system. Commuter services in the Auckland area
were sold by Tranz Rail to local government in 2001.

Partial NZ$200m Buyback

After several years of profitable operation, the major investors in
Tranz Rail ousted the original operating management, seeking
higher short-term profits. This contrasted with complaints from
New Zealanders that the new owners had stripped the company

In 2003, Tranz Rail ran into financial difficulties and the New
Zealand government bought back the railbed and trackage for
some NZ$200 million, and approved the sale of Tranz Rail’s
operation to Australian firm Toll Holdings.
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Trend to Deprivatization?
This is the second major deprivatization by the New Zealand
government. In 2001, it bought back 76% of Air New Zealand to
prevent it from going bankrupt. Recently, it opposed a proposal
by the Canada Pension Plan Investment Board to purchase a
substantial interest in Auckland’s airport. These moves may
indicate a significant reversal of New Zealand’s pioneering of
public sector privatization in the 1990s.
The private sector entities that have successively owned and
operated railways in New Zealand seem to have generally made
money—if not from operations, then from selling their interests
back to the government at a profit. And the government has
been left with the problem of reinvesting in the rail
infrastructure in order to restore and improve service. ✐
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The government then spent some $200 million to repair the
track, and gave Toll Holdings the exclusive right to use it at no
charge for the next five years. However, at the end of this period
Toll Holdings could not come to an agreement with the
government about how much they should pay for use of the
tracks, and also what they should invest in new rolling stock, and
in May 2008 negotiated the sale of the operation back to the New
Zealand government.

GALLERY
5305 East Road
Denman Island
www.stofergallery.com
stofer@telus.net
250-335-3246
Visa/MC

ART

$49.00

ometimes as you stroll the beach you notice the odd
flash of unnatural colour amongst the driftwood, sand
or along the tideline—bits of red, green, yellow, white or
blue plastic litter. This marine débris is persistent—lightweight and long-lived.
Drifting between the shore and surf, marine litter creates a
hazard and threatens the health of our coastal areas. It is not
onlys an eyesore but can be deadly for wildlife and impairs the
safety of all who enjoy seaside activity. Plastics entangle fish
and birds ingest styrofoam pieces, mariners have sucked bags
into their engines and divers have been trapped in lost netting.
Twenty years ago the BC Coastal Cleanup Campaign was
born out of need to do something about this evolving problem.
Thus began our regular beach clean-ups.
Originally we weighed, sorted and categorized the variety
of debris to track the litter back to the sources in hopes of
mitigating it there. Over the years, educational programs were
aimed at promoting marine stewardship and conservation
and enlightening the general public on maritime pollution.
We contributed to bringing the problem to light via marine
literature ‘hand-out’ from Fisheries and Oceans and aided
with on-going research with other government and nongovernment bodies to encourage putting marine litter in its
proper place.
Hundreds of volunteers have donated their time to the
beach clean-ups and in lobbying for the new laws to reduce
this type of pollution and protect our seas.
The sources of litter range from the fishing industry (lost or
discarded nets, line, floats or related gear), commercial traffic
(shipping pallets, tags, drums and strapping bands), sewage
outlets (medical and ‘sanitary’ waste), hunters (spent shot gun
shells), recreational boaters and beach-goers (plastic bags,
six-pack yokes, tanks, containers, straws, cups, lids, clothing,
toys, bottles, cans and abandoned boats), marina facilities
(parts of dock structures, styrofoam and polyurethane
chunks), industry and other coastal businesses.
We have learned that at a local level we are seeing a
difference for the better; yet the continuing push for less
packaging, banning plastic bags and styrofoam, and raising
awareness is crucial. Please take part in recycling, reducing and
refusing.
So, on your next walk along a lovely beach, do a good turn
and pack-out what you pack-in, or, take an extra step and
collect some marine litter.
On Pender Island, lend a hand at the 20th annual Beach
Cleanup on Saturday, May 17. Meet at 10am at the Driftwood
Centre ‘overflow’ parking lot to spend a morning on the beach
followed by earth-friendly music and activities from noon2:30pm at the Driftwood Centre. More info: Michelle 250629-8337. ‘Love your ocean.’ ✐
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