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New reservation
cancellation policy
for Route 9

Effective June 28, 2006 there is a new
cancellation policy for reservations on
the Tsawwassen to Southern Gulf
Islands route. Under the new policy, if a
reservation is cancelled seven days or
less before the date of travel, a
cancellation fee of $25 will be charged
for each direction of travel. If the vehicle
fare is less than $25, the cancellation fee
will be equal to the total of the fare.
As in the past, there will be no penalty
for cancelling reservations in advance of
the seven-day deadline.
The change in policy is to discourage
multiple or block bookings of sailings
that may not be claimed, and to
encourage cancellations in time to allow
other customers and tourists to book on
the Southern Gulf Island route over the
busy summer months.
The new cancellation policy will
apply to all reservations made for sailing
dates on the Tsawwassen to Southern
Gulf Islands route from June 28
onwards irrespective of when the
reservation was booked. 0

Land Bank to
purchase a new
Grandma’s House

Grandma’s House, run by the Salt Spring
Branch of the Victoria Human Exchange
Society (VHES) for the last 12 years, will
be up, running and community-owned in
a new location in July.
VHES asked the Salt Spring Land
Bank if they would buy a house. Because
there has been such a strong response
from the community, the Land Bank
decided to go ahead with a purchase.
The community has donated close to
$17,000 so far and one grant for $52,100
from the Real Estate Foundation has
been promised.
This ambitious project transpired
because the original Grandma’s House
needed to be sold by the landlord’s
family. Now, what was originally
thought to be a crisis, has become a
fantastic opportunity.
Grandma’s House is not a shelter, it is
a respite from poverty for several

GRANDMA’S HOUSE, please turn to page 7
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Galiano triathlon—12-year-old Ernette Hutchings-Mason (with kayak gear on) handing off to 12-year-old Caitlin Mangicasale.

Controversy over new Agricultural
Land Commission appointments
Derek Masselink

Recent appointments to the Agricultural Land
Commission (ALC), an independent
provincial
agency
responsible
for
administering the province’s Agricultural
Land Reserve (ALR), have resulted in
controversy for the provincial government. In
a rare showing, Pat Bell, Minister of
Agriculture and Lands, bowed to opposition
criticisms and rescinded the appointment of
Bill Jones to the ALC’s South Coast Panel.
The case against Bill Jones, a 72-year-old
retired farmer from Richmond and open
supporter of the BC Liberal Party, was pretty
clear-cut. Just two days after his appointment
on May 1, 2006, Jones prematurely tipped his
prejudice for pulling Richmond’s Garden City
lands out of the Agricultural Land Reserve—a
55-hectare federally owned site, which is in
the process of being considered by the ALC for
removal.
Responding to criticism from the NDP
Agriculture and Lands critic, Minister Bell
stated that, ‘Mr. Jones certainly didn’t do
anything inappropriate, but at the same time,
we recognize the need to see panellists in a
neutral manner. I have spoken with Mr Jones
today, and he and I have decided that his
appointment should be rescinded.’
The government also received criticism for
the appointment of Langley insurance agent
John Tomlinson to the ALC’s South Coast
Panel. Tomlinson has little in the way of direct
agricultural experience. In recent years,
Tomlinson and his wife have contributed
$12,500 to the BC Liberals. He is also the past
president of the Fort Langley-Aldergrove
Liberal constituency association and helped
run Liberal MLA Rich Coleman’s re-election
campaign.

Suggestions have been put forward that
both of these appointments were made with a
specific political mandate to ‘assist’ with a
number of controversial proposals such as the
Garden City lands and the 1,100 acres on
Barnston Island that are being proposed for
removal from the ALR (see also letter, page 4.)

Filling Vacancies On The
ALC

With Jones’ departure there are now five
vacancies on the ALC. While the application
process is relatively straightforward, getting
selected is another matter. In addition to
taking new applications, the government
maintains a database of potential candidates.
Currently this database contains over 10,000
names of people that have expressed interest
in sitting on one or more of the 300+ public
agencies that the office helps staff with
provincial appointments. At press time the
Board Resourcing and Development Office
was not able to provide an estimate of how
many of the 10,000 have expressed an
interest in sitting on the ALC.
New and catalogued candidates are
screened using a variety of unknown criteria
before a select handful are offered up to the
Minister of Agriculture and Lands for selection
and appointment. The only exceptions are the
ALC chair and vice chair who are ultimately
appointed by Cabinet.
Groups like the ALR Protection and
Enhancement Committee (ALR-PEC) and the
David Suzuki Foundation are not happy with
the current ALC selection and decision-making
process; stating that it is too closed and
controlled
allowing
for
patronage

ALC, please turn to page 3

Affordable housing
gets a funding boost

The Salt Spring Island Land Bank Society has received
$176,000 in federal funding from Canada Mortgage and
Housing Corporation (CMHC) to help with the
renovations at its house on Dean Road. Construction
started the minute that funding was secured. Repairs are
in full swing.
The funding is provided under CMHC's Residential
Rehabilitation Assistance Program (RRAP) which helps
low-income households and landlords make necessary
repairs to bring their properties up to minimum health
and safety standards.
This new funding, combined with the grants received
from the Salt Spring Foundation, VanCity, The Victoria
Foundation, SSI Firefighters Association and local
businesses, will allow the needed renovations to proceed.
When completed, the renovated Dean Road house will
provide eleven affordable rental housing units for lowincome individuals.
Previous grants and donations from the community
have allowed the Land Bank to do basic upgrades for
health and safety (install smoke detectors, repair the
septic system, upgrade walls between the rooms, add a
second bathroom and install a temporary air barrier, to
keep the heat in over the winter).
Other generous support from the community has
come in the form of donations of time and expertise by
community members, as well as items like appliances.
Purchased in 2004, the Dean Road house is the first
affordable housing project taken on by the Land Bank.
The purchase, operation and upgrade of the house reflect
the Land Bank’s commitment to hold, develop and/or
manage land on Salt Spring Island for all types of
affordable housing.
The house has heritage value in the community and
was built between 1912 and 1920. It was first occupied by
Reverend Dean, the pastor of the church that used to be
on the corner of Dean and Fulford-Ganges Roads.
The Land Bank intends to retain the original look and
feel of the house inside and out, wherever possible. The

AFFORDABLE HOUSING, please turn to page 10
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Trust Council to meet on Saturna in June
The Islands Trust Council will hold its next quarterly meeting
June 14 and 15 on Saturna Island. The meeting begins at 8:30
am on Wednesday, June 14 and ends mid-afternoon on
Thursday, June 15 and is open to the public, with the exception
of the in camera portion of the meeting, June 15, 8:30–9am.
Trust Council sessions on Wednesday, June 14 will include:
• Planning Session (8:30–10:30am) – Trustees and staff from
the northern, southern and central planning teams will review
work programs, followed by a ‘Best Practices in Planning’
presentation on the current trends in strata titling and other
ownership options and how local trust committees can regulate
these matters.
• Tourism Forum Update (10:45–11:30am) – Trustees will
review public input received from the ‘Islands Forum 2006:
Tourism’, held at the end of March in Duncan, and will discuss
next steps.
• Governance Task Force Update (11:30am–12:30 pm) – The
Islands Trust Governance Task Force will report on its progress
to date and make some preliminary recommendations about
future directions.
• Delegations and Town Hall Session (1:15–2:15 pm) - Trust
Council encourages members of the public to participate in
dialogue between members of Island communities and the
trustees. The public is invited to discuss issues, ask questions and
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Black Gold ~ Peter D. Carter

Paradox: peak oil is driving fossil fuel development
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make suggestions about the work of the Islands Trust.
• San Juan County Liaison (2:30–5pm) – Trust Council will
host an annual meeting with the elected Council of San Juan
County in Washington State to discuss issues of mutual interest
and concern to island communities in the Georgia Basin,
including presentations on the San Juan County EcosystemBased Management Initiative. The Councils will review progress
on the development of an island ’newcomers guide’, that is a
joint project of the Islands Trust, the Islands Trust Fund and the
San Juan County Preservation Trust.
• Business Meeting (9am–3pm, Thursday, June 15).
Highlights include a review of Council’s strategic agenda,
decisions regarding the preliminary recommendations of the
Governance Task Force and an announcement about the
recipients of the annual Community Stewardship Awards.
Persons or organizations wishing to reserve time to make a
formal presentation at the Town Hall Session, must receive an
appointment through the Executive Committee. Please forward
your request to the Corporate Secretary, including the subject,
name and address of the speaker, to the Islands Trust Victoria
office, #200, 1627 Fort St., Victoria, BC, V8R 1H8; Fax: 250405-5155; email: information@islandstrust.bc.ca. Guidelines on
making a successful presentation to Council are available on the
Islands Trust website at www.islandstrust.bc.ca. 0

The draft scientific report of the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) has been leaked by the US government
(expect intense behind-the-scenes pressure to water it down
before its official release next year).
The report finds that humans are heating the planet by
burning gas, oil and coal, in everything from electricitygenerating facilities to leaf blowers. Effects are already showing
up in many ways in many places around the world.
The UN’s IPCC predicts the world will be warmed 2-4.5ºC
(over pre-industrial temperatures) by a doubling of atmospheric
carbon dioxide. We are on track for a doubling of atmospheric
CO2 concentration by 2050. This is (yet another) wake up call.
But are we capable of responding?
The minimum level, a 2ºC rise, has been deemed the
threshold level for ‘dangerous’ climate change. Dangerous
because at this level it cannot be stopped and takes on a deadly
life of its own. This is when things start to fall apart beyond our
control, like the Greenland ice sheet starting to melt.
Greenhouse gases (GHG) are at their highest in the last
650,000 years. The temperature increase will be the biggest in
20,000 years and will cause drought, famine and an increase in
mass extinctions. Using Hadley computer modelling, Sir David
King, the British government's chief scientist, projected last
month that a 3ºC rise would put 400 million people at risk of
starvation due to lost arable land and water shortages. Does this
concern us?

Possible 6ºC Rise

The leaked IPCC draft report says temperatures could rise by as
much as 6ºC as the result of ‘feedbacks’ in the climate system
resulting from melting sea ice, thawing permafrost and
acidification of the oceans. It also finds that climate change will
continue for decades and perhaps centuries, even if man-made
emissions can be curbed in short order. This means ‘runaway
global warming’ and there is no way to forecast a limit to how far
the planet will heat. The possibility means we are ‘risking the
ability of the human race to survive,’ as Dr. Rajenda Pachauri,
the current IPCC chair, has warned.
The last time Earth was that hot, some 3 million years ago,
sea levels were 80 feet higher than today, and the North
American coastline was up to 50 miles inland. Recent evidence
shows that the Permian extinction (95% of all life) 250 million
years ago followed a 10ºC+ surge in Earth temperature.
Humans absolutely have the choice of whether there is a future
for our species. For the sake of all future generations, that means
humans have to act now to absolutely eliminate the 6ºC risk.

16 Years of Corroboration

How real is the risk of a 6ºC rise? Should it worry us? The IPCC
has been proved correct over 16 years, except that things are
happening faster than they expected. Signs of all the feared
possible feedbacks are already showing up. Many recent studies

agree that the solution of increased forest growth and tree
planting will be of little help to avoid the consequences of global
heat forcing. (As humans are clearly the authors of this change,
heat forcing is a far more realistic term than global warming and
puts the responsibility in the appropriate place.)

How Are We Doing?

Fourteen years after the Rio Earth Summit and the signing of the
Climate Change Convention, there is no sign of the world
economy switching to clean energy. Furthermore, all nations are
breaking the terms of the Convention, which obligated
developed nations to make the best technologies available for the
industrialization of nations like China. Western governments
and corporations were reluctant to do this, and a chance for real
progress in sustainable development was lost.

Cheap Labour, Cheap Fossil Fuels—
No Economic Brakes

Rising temperatures are driven by what we term ‘the economy.’
Greenhouse gases (GHG) continue to rise in lockstep with
economic growth (GDP). China’s economic growth rate is
accelerating—9.5% this year. Much of this is due to industrial
outsourcing by Western corporations. Everything we buy at
bargain prices has Western brand names but is stamped ‘Made
in China.’ These products are made with industrial revolution
era, coal-fired energy. There is still more than enough of these
dirty fossil fuels to keep fuelling this economic globalization to
the detriment of the planet.
If unsustainable, ‘business as usual’ economic growth,
boosted by the low-tech industrialization and low cost labour of
developing regions, continues on its exponential, all-consuming
rise, then temperatures could reach well over a 3ºC rise by 2050.

Humans Have To Choose

There are no economic brakes to apply yet and it will be too late
before there are. Coal (black gold of the past) continues, and is
planned to continue, as the basis for the rapidly growing nonOECD economies, and they have lots of it. This means global
economic growth is to be fuelled mainly by coal. We are being
taken backward—not forward; unless Western countries start
slashing GHG emissions by honouring the Climate Change
Convention and providing China and India with the cleanest
available technology. And educating coal-rich countries like the
US and Australia to develop and use alternate technologies.

Sustained Fossil-fuel Economic
Growth is Unsustainable for the
Biosphere

How about oil—is the much touted coming scarcity going to put
on the brakes? Shell’s CEO says we passed peak ‘easy’ oil in
2004-5 and that we are now into the era of harder-to-get oil;

BLACK GOLD, please turn to page 10
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10 Acre Ocean Front Lot

A spectacular south facing ocean front lot on
10 private wooded acres with breathtaking
ocean views. Enjoy southerly panoramic
views to the American San Juan Islands, the
Olympic Mountains and beyond. The land
is a natural wonderland great for exploring.
Build your dream home and look out over
paradise. MLS 213726 $625,000

LI

An Ocean Front Treasure
Gulf Island ocean front living doesn’t get
better than this! Watch the orcas swim by only
50 feet from your gorgeous sun deck. This
custom built four bedroom home is located
on approximately half an acre and features
many conveniences. With some updates this
home will welcome you to Pender Island and
all the Gulf Islands have to offer. $799,000

Top Pemberton Holmes Realtor - 2005
For more information visit

www.ianheath.net

384-8124

Û2FHDQ 0RXQWDLQ9LHZV

Situated on 7.39 acres of parklike land this
three bedroom West Coast home offers a
world of possibilites from personal santuary to
hobby farm to artist’s retreat or even to a Bed &
Breakfast. Enjoy phenomenal views, dreamy
ponds, an ancient cedar forest, an orchard,
several outbuildings and more. Realize dreams
with this property. MLS 206064 $989,000
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
he grass is growing like crazy now and
the sheep are constantly occupied with
lying down and chewing their cuds or
eating while their legs slowly follow their
mouths. There is so much luscious grass that
sometimes from their cud-chewing position
they continue to graze!
At this time of year, when the ‘overwhelm’
button is beginning to glow, I have a strategy to
impart order and control in my little home
world—mow the grass in front of the house.
Presto—one little visual of green serenity
moves into my world!
Jon and I and our daughters moved to this
land we call Haggis Farm in 1982. Steadily,
since then, the natural grasses and the open
spaces with just a few wild plants have been
replaced by the domesticated mat of grass. I
think that peat moss, plants, animal feed and
the processes of grazing and mowing have
spread the seeds widely into places that were
open with forest debris or a few native plants
originally.
Right now I am waging a shovel battle with
burdock that appeared about 5 years ago. It’s a
migrant—I see isolated plants on Narvaez Bay
Road and Payne Road, and Rick Jones tells me
he has some now in their home pastures by
Tumbo Channel.
The sheep flock that goes back and forth to
find grazing is probably responsible for
transmitting this invasive plant. California has
large fields of the prickly burr; grazing animals
become totally matted, their manes and tails so
full of burrs that you can’t see the hair.
Right now, the nights are still cool even
when the whole day is sunny. A couple of days
ago, I put out some basil plants in my best
‘sunny, well draining, rich soil’ location. That
sunny well-drained etc, location now has
blackened skeletal remains of basil—no risk
that basil will join the invasive species list for
Saturna!
We are right in the middle of bird hatching
time. We have some American Bronze Turkeys
that hang out around our place and I have
already seen one batch of chicks. There are blue
robin eggshells around in the forest. And a
determined pair of swallows are hoping to
reclaim their several-year-old nest on the sauna
porch. Reproduction and parenting is rampant,
with nestlings being fed to other nestlings to
keep each species thriving. Has anyone seen
any grouse lately?

10 Year General Store
Anniversary

Saturna General Store held its 10th anniversary
on May 1. Jon Guy, Hubertus Surm and I have
owned and operated the store since 1996. We
took the opportunity to mark that occasion
when our lives changed so dramatically and to
thank our customers who support us.
Chris Danyliw, who has been the store
manager for the entire time, was on-hand with
us to serve up cake, coffee and goodwill,
discounts and prizes. Gloria Silverberg, ‘the
competition’ from Saturna Point Store, came
up and offered her congratulations. Gloria’s
kind gesture was most appreciated; it takes
another storeowner to understand the ongoing demands and rewards, with which she is
very familiar with as she and Dick have been
storekeeping the Point Store for 29 years now!

BC Naturalist Society Visits

Last week, 28 members of the BC Naturalist
Society toured the Island. They were here for
four days and walked areas of Saturna, Tumbo,
ALC from page 1
opportunities. They believe that government’s
cavalier appointment process is helping to
undermine the Commission’s responsibility to
preserve agricultural land, and its use for
farming.
David Sands, ALR-PEC co-founder and
former Ministry of Agriculture Regional
Director, has indicated that his organization’s
lack of trust in the current system is preventing
them from encouraging pro-farmland
candidates to apply for appointment on the ALC.
Instead of directly participating within the

Cabbage and Pine Islet. Each day, after walking
from nine to five or so, carrying a backpack and
a pair of binoculars, they enjoyed dinner,
patronizing every dining venue on Saturna.
Thus group is fun to walk alongside because
many know all of the likely-to-be-spotted land
and sea birds. They can not only identifying the
major ones but also the ‘little brown bird’
category with deliberations over whether it is
the female or juvenile or a subspecies.
Whenever anyone said, ‘Look at that!’ there
was an in-unison swoop of binoculars and the
discussion was on! They seemed to find
Saturna’s premier entertainment offerings—
walking and eating—very satisfying. Part-time
Saturna Islander, Bev Ramey, soon to be
president of the BC Naturalists Society,
organized the tour.

Graeme Howarth

Graeme Howarth passed away peacefully in
Calgary on April 28. Graeme and his wife, Polly,
lived on Saturna for 30 years in their house
right on the shore in Lyall Harbour. They led
active and full lives as a couple and as
community members.
Graeme’s sister, Jean Howarth, noted writer
and newspaperwoman, author of the Madrona
Island column, also lived on Saturna.
Graeme loved boating and both Graeme
and Polly had pilot’s licenses and played golf.
Graeme built lots of things for the community
and they both worked hard at community
events. Their affection for one another was
apparent. Their garden was big and they both
loved working in it. Polly was our health nurse
and Graeme did the many things that dedicated
husbands who are married to health nurses are
continually called on to do!
They moved away from Saturna and back to
Calgary, their hometown, in 2000 when Polly
needed increased health care. Graeme came
regularly to visit the Island and his friends.
Saturna community was fortunate to have had
the liveliness and the dedication of Graeme and
Polly for so many years.

Markell Kaiser

Part-time Islander Markell Kaiser passed away
April 30, due to a severe aneurysm. It is a sad and
shocking event when someone who is so in love
with life and offers so much is suddenly gone.
Markell and her husband, Nick, own the
Stone House on Narvaez Bay Road and later
purchased the Saturna Lodge. Markell was an
exuberant person, lively and full of fun. The
word that is most often repeated about her is
that she was generous.
Classical music and history were her areas of
expertise in college, and remained a huge
favourite of hers, as was drama and the arts in
general. She sponsored, with time, energy and
money, many cultural productions at Western
Washington University in Bellingham (her
hometown). She had a great sense of fun and was
one of those people who said, ‘Yes!’ and then
jumped in to participate, offering her experience,
organizational skills and inspiration.
She was so much her own person, a long
time business woman—broker in the mutual
fund market, mom to four children, wife, well
educated graduate, homebuilder and home
creator. She was a woman who seized
opportunities and built positive connections to
achieve good ends. The license plates on her
SUV read ‘SATURNA’; she established a
presence in the community and loved coming
here. Her goodness and friendship will be

Ecosystem Mapping in the Southern Gulf
Islands ~ Todd Golumbia, Park Ecologist

S

ince our last article on ecosystem
mapping, we have come a long way! Gulf
Islands National Park Reserve, in
partnership with Islands Trust, initiated a
detailed terrestrial ecosystem classification and
mapping program to map lands within our
region. This includes the larger islands of
Mayne, Prevost, North and South Pender,
Sidney and Saturna, as well as smaller islands
and islets. We began our field surveys in midApril to capture the early flowering plants that
occur on dry rocky bluffs and islets. As we move
through the summer, we will visit forested sites
and wetlands. We should complete this work
by late July—after which maps will be created.
Earlier this spring, through news articles
and a mail-out to landowners, we sought to
inform Islanders about the project, solicit
support and seek permission to access private
lands for the purposes of auditing our photo
interpretation of ecosystems. Our office has
been overwhelmed with support for this
project. However, we also became aware that
there were some misunderstandings about the
project in terms of its scope and intent.
Although Parks Canada is mainly interested

A l u m i - t u b s I n c.

,
Live

in those lands that we manage, we want to be
able to put them into context with other lands
on the Islands. However, we will only access
those lands that we have permission to enter. If
you do not want our crews to access your lands,
we will not. If we have not heard from you, we
will not enter your property.
Our field program is intended to audit
interpretations made from aerial photography.
To do this, we visit representative sites to
describe their vegetation and landscape
characteristics. On most sites, we also will dig a
soil pit (a few garden shovels full of soil) so that
the ecologists can determine the soil
characteristics. The soil is replaced after the
profile has been described. Although the focus
of the program is not detection of rare plants or
animals, any occurrences of these species are
recorded and forwarded to the Conservation
Data Centre for their records.
When completed, the classification will
describe the landscape’s physical and biological
properties. This information can be used for
habitat modeling (finding out the most likely
places where certain species could be found),

ECOSYSTEM MAPPING, please turn to page 11
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Watch for the ‘Gulf Isle I’, bringing
products from Salt Spring Island's premier
seafood market, ‘The Fishery’...
• BC’s best wild-only salmon, live
local crab, fresh halibut & other
seasonal seafood
• gourmet canned wild-only salmon
& albacore tuna (smoked/plain)
•ssample our famous salmon
candy & smoked salmon pate

Come on in!

Come visit us all summer
long from 11am–5pm:
SATURDAYS

Montague Marina, Galiano Island

Eric/Wendy Holtz

SUNDAYS

Poets Cove, South Pender Island

604.272.0620

FOR ADVANCE ORDERS:
call 250-537-2457 or
email fish@saltspring.com

www.alumitubs.com

THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE

CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

1.888.546.9663

www.linwoodhomes.com
NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE

– Over 100 full colour designs –

SATURNA, please turn to page 7

current system, ALR-PEC continues to pressure
the government to conduct a public review of the
ALC. Their hope is that with increasing public
awareness and concern over appointments like
Jones and Tomlinson’s, along with the proposed
controversial removals from the ALR, this
review will come sooner rather than later.
For those interested in applying for one of
the ALC vacancies the application process can
be done on-line through the Board Resourcing
and Development Office website at
www.fin.gov.bc.ca/abc. 0

NANAIMO

More daily flights home from the Mainland
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
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• BioSand Filters
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REMOVE:
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The Census? Count Me In ~ Murray Dobbin

ur government has been hijacked—we should be
fighting to take it back. We can't do that by demonizing
it. That’s why when it comes to the Census you should
count yourself in.
There’s a tug-of-war going on amongst progressive activists
on the question of whether to boycott, or give minimum cooperation to, the Census, due to be completed by May 16.
Lockheed Martin Canada (along with IBM) won a contract to
provide software and hardware for the Census. Its status as one
of the world’s largest arms manufacturers in combination with
the US Patriot Act is at the core of the call for non-co-operation.
The principal organizer and promoter of the boycott of the
Census comes in the form of the website CountMeOut whose
motto is ‘Empowering every Canadian to oppose NAFTA and deep
integration through minimum co-operation’ with the Census.
The problem with this notion of empowerment and the call
for minimal co-operation is it’s just the wrong strategy, targeting
the wrong agency. A successful boycott would have no impact
whatever on Lockheed Martin but would hurt one of the most
important government agencies we have working for us.
As for who would be happiest with such a successful
campaign, think Stephen Harper—and every other radical right
wing politician in the country who is dedicated to dismantling
democratic governance.
StatsCan is a key institution of Canadian democracy because
hundreds of researchers in social movement organizations,
progressive think tanks, unions and NGOs rely on its
information to lobby, criticize, expose and otherwise hold to
account, the governments of the land. For a social activist,
whacking StatsCan is like smacking yourself in the face. Perhaps
this is why the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives CCPA has
come out in favour of full co-operation with the Census after
investigating the issue and getting a detailed briefing from
StatsCan on its privacy protection measures. (I should
acknowledge here that I am on the board of the CCPA.)
First, let’s look at the main arguments of both sides of this
issue. When StatsCan first announced its contract with
Lockheed Martin it was clear that this giant US-based
corporation could have access to the data collected for the
Census. Immediately, all sorts of activists and NGOs raised the
alarm, pointing out that because of the Patriot Act, Lockheed

Martin would be obliged to secretly provide a whole slew of US
intelligence agencies access to information about Canadians—or
face huge penalties. Oddly, no one raised the same concern
about IBM.
Remarkably, given the usual response of the federal
government and its agencies to such protest, StatsCan changed
the contract because of the complaints. Lockheed Martin will, as
a result, have no access to any of the information gathered, have
no staff involved in the program as data is being collected, and
the whole Census process will be in a closed system with no
connections to any other government information systems.
According to CountMeOut, even though Lockheed Martin is
now technically blocked from access to any Census information
‘We believe it would be entirely possible for Lockheed Martin to
plant a ‘Trojan horse’ within the Census software, to secretly
allow the CIA to tap into Canadian Census data.’ How is not
made clear. The Census is not a website to be hacked. StatsCan
has developed an excellent reputation for guarding the privacy of
the information gathered in the Census. The people who work
there are dedicated public employees, committed to their jobs
and to Canadians.
The question isn’t whether or not Canadians should be
concerned that a corporation the CCPA lists as one of the Ten
Worst Corporations in the World should be providing software
for the Census. The question is what we should be doing
strategically to oppose corporatism and the growth of the
security state in general.
CountMeOut, not satisfied with the changes to the contract,
now must rely on conspiracy theories to maintain its position
that we should not co-operate with the Census. Are there
conspiracies afoot? I am sure there are—especially arising out of
the paranoid and dangerous Bush administration. Yet having
said that, our politics must guard against falling into the trap of
the politics of fear. Conspiracies are by definition unknowable—
and therefore unchallengeable. Concocting them disempowers
people. All it would take is a dozen declared conspiracies to take
up all the energy and resources of Canadian activists.
There is no lack of political work to be done. The challenges
we face in stopping Stephen Harper and his government are so
serious and so formidable, I don’t think we can waste energy on

Barnston Island & ALR Exclusion

peak farming times and pressures from environmental interests
to control and limit farming—coupled with a younger generation
that is either not interested or cannot afford to farm because of
artificially low food prices and speculator-driven land prices—we
are at a critical time and must demand greater support for the
surrounding farming community that wants the ALR to remain
intact.
It should be emphasized that agriculture is the best and
highest use for agricultural land and applications to exclude land
from the ALR should not be supported by local governments.
The economic and political will of the day does not determine if
land is suitable for farming and should not be a criteria for
exclusion. Even the term ‘non productive land’ is dependent on
an economic standard set by our global food economy.
The Agricultural Land Reserve was created to preserve and
protect agricultural land for future generations and should not
be dependent on current market conditions. In fact, in light of
any impending crisis that can affect transportation, trade or
climate, it will be more important than ever to not ‘put all our
eggs in one basket’ and depend on food imports, but instead we
should be an example to the provincial government and other
local governments by ensuring that agricultural land in our own
community is too valuable to be used for any other purpose.
The ALC must consider all the consequences of this
application for exclusion and say ‘no’ to the Barnston Island
applicants.
I encourage all Gulf Island and Vancouver Island residents to
write to the Agricultural Land Commission and voice their
opinion on this. The ALC website has the full submission, staff
reports and other information. The GVRD website has an
excellent segment from their TV show ‘The Sustainable Region’
on
Barnston
Island
and
the
controversy,
www.gvrd.bc.ca/TV/TheSustainableRegion.htm
Barbara Johnstone Grimmer, Pender Island

Readers’ Letters

Dear Editor:
I am writing in regard to the recent announcement that the
provincial Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) South Coast
panel is postponing a long-awaited decision on Barnston Island
(in the Fraser River delta). The delay is so that applicants for
exclusion of Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) farmland can
submit a consultant’s report which will indicate that the Island is
washing away and must be excluded from the ALR as a result.
The Barnston Island exclusion application may have
significant, far-reaching effects on Vancouver Island and Gulf
Island farmers that I feel are not being considered. First, the
argument was that farming was not viable. Then the successful
farmers on the island were held up as an example to disprove
that argument. Farmers on Barnston Island can get 4 cuts of
good hay without irrigating—compared to Pender Island’s one
cut of hay. There is a thriving organic dairy farm, herb farm and
cranberry farm on Barnston Island. Every bit of land available
for leasing was grabbed up by those very farmers.
Next it was argued that they lacked a good ferry service and
needed a bridge, and only if the land was converted to an
industrial use would a bridge be cost effective. Well, the ferry
service was compared to Gulf Island routes and it was shown
that a ten-minute ferry ride, free and on demand 18 hours of the
day was quite adequate compared to our $35 dollar, 35-minute
rides for maybe 12 hours a day.
Now the landowner (and developer), who is representing the
other landowners eager to get their land out of the ALR, has
recently bought more land on Barnston Island (he must be very
confident in the decision to be made) and has enlisted a
consultant to show that the Island is washing away, and its only
hope is to be saved by exclusion from the ALR.
The GVRD is not supporting the application for exclusion,
the Katzie First Nations that live on Barnston Island have
strongly voiced their opposition, many farmers on Barnston
Island are opposed, and many Lower Mainland residents are not
supporting the application. Even given all of the evidence, the
commission is still stalling, and now, with newly appointed
commissioners, is going to review the application yet again.
If Barnston Island’s application to exclude is given the green
light, you can expect unprecedented applications from the Gulf
Islands. With escalating real estate prices, overloaded ferries in

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
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• Bed & Breakfasts
• Commercial

Serving the Saanich Peninsula &
the Gulf Islands for over 35 Years
2104 Malaview Ave. Sidney BC
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www.superior-collision.com

Salt Spring Island: #1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Doug Guedes • 1-250-537-5527
Sidney: A2 - 9769 Fifth Street
Jason McCutcheon • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
Brentwood Bay: 7178 W. Saanich Rd
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
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Saanichton: #2-7855 East Saanich Road
Dan Olive • 1-800-663-0807
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Good-bye to the Eagles on Hornby

Dear Editor:
The web-cam on the Hornby Island eagles has now been shut
down and will not likely be renewed next season. A new family
of eagles with chicks has now been found in Saanich and a webcam will be set up there by Wednesday, May 8.
However, the video camera on the nest here is still working and
transmitting pictures and sound to the TV in our house. The eagles
are no longer landing in the nest but are still around. We often see
them and hear their voices. Eagles do not sleep in their nests and
seldom eat there. Nests are primarily for eggs and chicks.
They will remain in the area (their territory) until midAugust, then migrate north to salmon rivers along with all the

LETTERS, please turn to facing page

• GUTTERS •

Full Gutter Service (Supplies & Installation)
Gutter Guard for Rainwater Collection
Five-Year Labour Warranty

Serving all the Gulf Islands

250-382-5154
www.irwinvi.com

‘What’s On?’
Thurs, May 18 to Wed, May 31

Flaunting Tradition: Art Quilts on Gabriola—a threewoman show with work by Donna Bay-Zakreski, Karen Hatton
and Kristin Miller that leaves classic quiltmaking behind and
includes beads, yarn, dyes, thread, etc. • Artworks, #9-575 North
Road • MAY 18: opening night, 7–9pm; MAY 19–MAY 31:
Tues–Fri 9am–5pm, Sat 10am–5pm, Sun & Mon 11am–4pm •
Info: 250-247-7412 or www.gabriolaartworks.com • ON
GABRIOLA ISLAND

Saturday, May 20

Morning Bay’s First Nations
Festival—join Pender Islands’
Big Sky Productions for an
afternoon of native culture,
Master carver Victor Reese and
filmmaker Sharon Jinkerson bring their story-telling, carving and
other talents to the winery for an afternoon of singing, dancing,
eating, and, of course, wine (food by Georgina Weber of Islanders
Restaurant), (Farm, Vine & Wine Tours, Thurs–Sat, 1pm) •
Morning Bay Vineyard, 6621 Harbour Hill Drive • 11am–5pm •
Info: www.morningbay.ca • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, May 20

May Celebration—bedeck yourself with garlands and bells to
celebrate the return of the sun, the greening of the earth and the
anticipation of a robust harvest—join the procession escorting the
May Pole, led by the Green Man, to Miners Bay Park where the
May Queen will be crowned; sponsored by the Mayne Island
Conservancy • Farmers’ Market to Miners Bay Park • 1pm • Free
• Info: 250-539-6519 • ON MAYNE ISLAND

Sat, Sun & Mon, May 20, 21 & 22

Victoria Day Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy the
wavepool, waterslide, pirate ship, toddler pool, swirlpool, family
changerooms, steam, sauna and length swimming • Saanich
Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay at
Royal Oak exit) • SAT: 1–4pm, 6:30–8:30pm; SUN: 10–noon,
1–4pm, 6:30–8:30pm; MON: 10–noon, 1–4pm • Info: 24-hour
Swim Info-line, 250-475-7620 • IN VICTORIA

Sunday, May 21

Galiano Concert Society Concert—
Pacific Baroque Orchestra: a period
ensemble with flair, accompanied by
Canadian soloist Phoebe McRae;
baroque as well as classical and
contemporary pieces from Boccherini’s
‘Stabat Mater’ to ‘Golden’ by Jocelyn
Morlock • South Galiano Community Hall • 2pm • Tickets: $25,
students $12 • Info: 250-539-3345 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

LETTERS from previous page
other eagles and newly fledged eaglets. On the first of October
they will return to begin another reproductive cycle—which at
their age, may not be successful—but they will try, and who
knows, may produce one more chick before they die.
Their lives have been far better than most eagles. They have
lived 23 years. They have fledged 15 eaglets—some of which may
be the younger eagles successfully nesting in other trees on
Hornby Island.
I will keep you informed so you can follow the lives of the
Hornby Island eagles in future years.
Doug Carrick, Hornby Island
Ed’s Note: http://islandeaglewatch.wordpress.com contains
the live link to the nest with the two eaglets in Saanich. Click
‘web cam’ once you are in the site, then scroll down and click the
live link.

Murakami Fire Friendship Trust

Dear Editor:
The Murakami family home on Salt Spring was lost in a fire on
the morning of May 5.
We have established a process through which people can
send a personal message to the Murakami family that will
become part of a large community ‘album’ of messages. You can
also make a donation, should you wish, to the ‘Murakami Fire
Friendship Trust.’
The money collected in the trust account will be used to help
replace some of the innumerable things that cannot ever be
replaced by insurance. Chip Chipman is leading a project that
will endeavour to collect, print, and frame family photos. Mona
Fertig is working through Volume II Books to develop a list of
the books on Japanese Canadian history which Rose collected.
Other projects may emerge as people put their minds to the
issue. Remaining funds will be given to the Murakamis as a
gesture of care from the community.
A box for cards and messages has been left at the entry to the
Islands Savings Credit Union on Salt Spring Island. Your
messages can also be emailed to me at cjk@saltspring.com.
Donations can be made to the Murakami Fire Friendship Trust,
Account #1822352, Island Savings Credit Union, 124 McPhillips

WATERFRONT PROPERTY
FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND
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$169,900
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A MEX B ROADWAY W EST R EALTY

604-948-0434

WWW.WESTCOASTLAND.NET

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.10

Wednesday, May 24

Galiano Island’s 11th Annual Bob Dylan
Birthday Party (A Tribute to Gary
Cramer)—join us for an evening listening, or
performing, your favourite Bob Dylan tunes,
watch video clips of Gary, cake before midnight •
South Galiano Community Hall • Doors at 5pm,
potluck at 6pm, show at 8pm • Admission: donation to
Galiano Affordable Housing Society • Info: Tom Hennessy,
250-539-2960 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Wed, May 24 to Sun, June 4

Intrepid Theatre presents the 9th Uno
Festival of Solo Performance—10
international
live
shows
including:
Bonhoeffer (South Africa), Out of the Bog
(Newfoundland), The Power of Ignorance
(UK), Nicola Gunn (Australia), Jesus in
Montana (USA) and more! • Metro Studio •
Tickets:
250-383-2663
•
Info:
www.intrepidtheatre.com • IN VICTORIA

Friday, May 26

Salt Spring Island Water: A Gift at Risk—guest speaker
Oliver Brandes from the POLIS project, University of Victoria •
Community Gospel Chapel • 7–9pm • By donation • Info: 250538-0318 • ON SALT SPRING ISLLND

Friday, May 26

EyeLens In Focus—come and enjoy a
special selection from The Gulf Islands
Film & Television School’s 11th
Annual EyeLens Film Festival, with
a focus on nominated films
featuring islanders behind and in
front of the camera • South Hall •
7pm • Admission by donation to
GIFTS scholarship fund • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

Fri, Sat & Sun, June 2, 3 & 4
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LETTERS continued from previous column
might be needed, as a few plants, like rhodos, will probably
change location, once they have a plan before them. I’ll keep you
advised re: the excavator and plants as they go along.
Pat Burkette, Salt Spring Island

Withdrawing from NAFTA

Dear Editor:
We enjoy your newspaper immensely. Through you and your
contributors we feel more knowledgeable about our Islands, and
even get a different outlook on some national and international
issues. Much beyond our ‘other’ media.
In your May 4 issue, Patrick Brown has done a fine job again.
However, with tongue in cheek, I would comment on ‘The Myth
of Transformative Change.’ Is not the phrase, ‘intelligent and
respectful legislative debate’ an oxymoron? I am in my seventh
decade and still looking for honest and competent provincial
and federal government.
On another note, I have a favour to ask Patrick. In the
column, ‘Sharing, NAFTA Style’, I agree completely with his
premise that the US has always had the upper hand in NAFTA.
That’s why they do best—look after themselves. However, there
is one item in this column that is not true, ‘… now we have no
choices.’ Of course there is one big choice—withdraw from
NAFTA. There is a withdrawal mechanism, and it, and all the
ramifications should be studied. It is likely the disadvantages of
withdrawal would outweigh the advantages for our small (in
population) country where 80% of our trade is with our
neighbour of ten times our population size.
However, withdrawal from NAFTA is possible. Could
someone (Patrick Brown, perhaps) give us some idea of the pros
and cons?
Bruce Bennett, Thetis Island 0

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…

We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.

Solstice Theatre’s ‘The Goddess Blew a Bubble’—the world
premiere of Zorah Staar’s enchanting musical; this unique new
play was especially written for and developed on Pender and
features a dazzling array of talent (Note: Mature Themes) •
Community Hall • All shows at 7:30pm • Tickets: Adults $15, 12
& under $6, available at Casual Pender, Talisman Books and
Gallery, Southridges Country Store • ON PENDER ISLAND

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT!

Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD

250.539.2936

$26.75 or $32.10 with photo

Avenue, Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2T5.
Thank you so much to everyone who has called or written to
offer assistance. The Murakamis are very grateful for each
person’s care and concern. I am keeping a list of ‘possibilities’—
including furniture, accommodations and labour. When the
time seems right we pass these on to the Murakamis. Thank you.
Caffyn Kelley, Salt Spring Island

Rose’s Garden

Ed’s Note: Readers will remember an article last month referring
to Rose Murakami’s garden (April 6 Island Tides). Here are some
heart-warming emails about help at hand.

Dear friends and neighbours:
The Garden Rescue project is being coordinated by Pat Burkette.
She has conferred with Rose and Richard. In summary, they
don’t need a crew right away, but may need our help at a future
date. Pat will keep us posted.
They realize that cheques from auto shop jobs that were paid
for from May 1–4 have been burned up in the fire. Can you
spread the word and hopefully the people (all good customers,
but they can’t remember just who) will soon realize that these
cheques aren’t being cashed, and get back to them.
Would anyone like to keep an eye on ebay or go shopping for
antiques? Rose treasured her mother’s old treadle sewing
machine, and used it constantly.
Caffyn Kelley
Dear Caffyn:
I spoke with Rose and Richard today about their plants. The
excavator is not coming Monday—that has been delayed until
after Tuesday. However, there should be very minimal, if any,
damage to vegetation due to the process for house materials
removal which they have worked out with their operator Ian,
who is a good friend of Richard’s. It’s going to be a very gradual
and careful process, with a small machine and nibbler, and if a
larger plant or tree does turn out to be in danger, Ian will
carefully scoop it out and place it aside with the machine.
Richard has discussed everything extensively with Ian.
Rose says plant moving will more likely come into play when
they begin building the new house. That is when volunteers

LETTERS next column, above

“The Men’s Shop”
Master
Barber/Stylist
Specializing in
Unruly Hair
Sidney, BC

9843 2nd Street

250-656-4443

LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

STANDING SEAM METAL ROOFING
F O R WATER C OLLECTION S YSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157

CELL 250-361-5028

FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 21 Years

NOT GETTING THE
MORTGAGE YOU WANT?

Get expert help from
a specialist in non-standard mortgages:
commercial, residential, and non-residents.

Call Leo Lee, AMP
250-514-9280 • leolee@invis.ca
website: www.LeoLee.ca
Former Chief Credit Officer of The Regional Trust Co.

“EXPECT A ROARING SUCCESS!”
"From the first Blue Sky
Architecture have been
regionalists in the best
sense of the term. They
have been deeply involved
with the ecology and
topography of southern
British Columbia and its
wonderful interweave of sea,
forest, and rock ."

HELLIWELL + SMITH
BLUE SKY ARCHITECTURE

4090 Bayridge Ave West Vancouver BC V7V 3K1
t 01 604 921 8646 f 01 604 921 0755
bsa@blueskyarchitecture.com
www.blueskyarchitecture.com
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BC WATERFRONT FOR SALE

FIND YOUR DREAM
PROPERTY AT
BC'S ONLY
WATERFRONT
MARKETPLACE!

Featuring Private Sales, Realtors'
Listings and Developments

1-866-799-WEST (9378)

www.waterfrontwest.com

0$66(/,1.

Recreational association moves into 21st century
Not only nature but community assets need to be sustainable in
this day and age. Property values and costs of construction and
repair have risen exponentially, which means that public
facilities, if they are to be here for our grandchildren, cannot be
left to crisis management anymore.
For public buildings, sustainable means that monies for repair
or replacement must be regularly set aside in a dedicated fund
ready to cover these costs as they arrive in the future.
Pender Island is a case in point; it has an enviable community
asset in its ‘Pender Centre,’ four buildings on two properties, held
for community recreational use. Thanks to the foresight of a
group of Islanders, as long as fifty years ago, an association of
community-minded people put their minds to the long-term
creation of recreational facilities. Bitter experience was their
teacher. At least one of the two old halls on the Island was lost
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HOPE BAY HAS LEASE SPACE!

Water
front
ont re
aterfr
retail and
prof
essional space
professional
on Pender
Pender Island

Call for info on our reasonable rates: 250.629.6432 or
email info@hopebayrising.com

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

h) WILL BE UNAVAILABLE UNTIL -ONDAYv

Pender’s community heritage—the Community Hall.

was abandoned. Examination of PIRAHA’s 1983 title to the
Auchterlonie Centre, revealed a ‘Reverter’ to the Crown if the
property is not used for recreational purposes. This effectively
precludes the sale of the Auchterlonie Centre property. In any case,
last November the community expressed the wish that PIRAHA be
in charge of its buildings and establish sustainable fixed costs. A
board decision was taken by by PIRAHA’s directors that the society
would do just that.
Following DeGryp’s acclamation as CRD Director in
November 2005, Christa Grace-Warrick joined the PIRAHA board
and agreed to serve as interim president. On January 1, 2006, the
board embarked on an in-depth study of what the buildings will
cost to maintain into the future.

Building Reserve

The plan was to create building reserves for each of the buildings
into which regular sustainable contributions
(rent) would be paid and from which repairs
and replacement would be made.
In looking for a financial institution to hold
building reserves, Grace-Warrick had the good
fortune to find a non-profit specialist at
Victoria’s VanCity Credit Union, Moira Hauk.
With assistance from Hauk, the association
created a model for a building reserve fund—a
structure commonly used in non-profit society
housing.
‘Inspecting buildings with qualified people,
assigning dollar replacement figures, creating
spreadsheets which quantify building
components and replacement over time, and
finding what monthly contributions would be
needed from occupants to keep the fund in the black, has been a
huge task,’ says Grace-Warrick. ‘To date, we have probably
estimated costs on the low side but adjustments can be made as we
go along. The main thing is to have the amounts on a spreadsheet,
see that the reserve does its job and then keep perfecting it.’

(both were pulled down) because its sustainability was not
provided for, through failing to secure its financial future—when
it came time to replace the roof there was no money.
It is one thing to build public buildings, usually a heroic effort,
but what must come next is a financial plan to support these
buildings as they age.
The Old School aka The Nu-To-Yu
Title to Pender’s recreational buildings is held by a registered
At
the
request of the tenants, the building first up for review was
non-profit society, Pender Island Recreation & Agricultural Hall
the
3,000
square foot, ‘school rooms’ and basement of the Old
Association (PIRAHA). Probably the oldest institution on the
School.
This
building, predictably, presented the most
Island, this very special organization is also Pender Island’s
challenges—it is over 70 years old, and has had many changes and
recreation commission, under a contract with the CRD.
In 1982 after Pender’s new school was built, PIRAHA applied to add-ons.
Despite the fact that it is not strictly recreational, Pender Island
the Crown to grant it the old school
property, with its Old School and
‘Portable,’ for recreational use. It
received title on March 21, 1983.
There are now three buildings, on the
Auchterlonie Centre site, all occupied
by other non-profit groups. In the case
of the 15-year-old library, Pender
Island Library Association, which
spearheaded the fundraising and
creation of the library, asked PIRAHA to
take title to the building in 1991, when
it discovered library associations
cannot hold property.
The fourth building owned by
PIRAHA is the 5-year-old community
Pender’s community heritage—(left to right) Portable, Old School and Library.
hall on a nearby 3-acre property. The
building of the hall was a huge community undertaking started in Community Services Society (PICSS) currently occupies this
1992 and conducted through the work and contributions of many building. PICSS’s many volunteer members run the highly
successful Nu-To-Yu thrift store in the building, raising funds
groups and individuals.
Managing the ‘Pender Centre’s’ web of differing arrangements principally for the medical centre and also for many other capital
projects on the Penders. (Since its inception more than 20 years
and sometimes, Island politics, has been demanding for PIRAHA.
ago, PICSS has raised $814,000 dollars for the Island.)
21st Century Challenge
20 years ago, PICSS joined the Playschool, which was located in
Arrangements with building occupants have typically been on a the front room of the Old School, when PICSS moved into the back
‘cost recovery’ basis, however annual evaluations have not been room of the building. Earlier on a pottery had occupied the
carried out, nor a fully-sustainable building reserve established, basement. As other tenants moved out or into other buildings (the
nor a long-term schedule of a repairs created. Susan DeGryp, Library Association moved from the Portable to its purpose-built
former president of PIRAHA, now Southern Gulf Islands CRD library in 1991, the Playschool moved from the Old School to the
Director, identified the problem in 2005 when large-cost Portable), PICSS took over the whole building. PICSS eventually paid
replacements started to be necessary.
a monthly rent of $227 for the building, out of which PIRAHA paid
During 2005, widely differing options as to how to make the $1000.00 annually for fuel oil till year 2000, and $500.00
buildings sustainable were discussed: PIRAHA handing the annually for electricity until the end of 2006. (Under the new plan
buildings over to CRD in exchange for funding; PICSS paying tenants would also take on all their building’s expenses.)
directly for its own repairs; selling the Old School building for a $1.
Potential Asbestos Insulation
These options were abandoned in November 2005. A
One
of
the
surprises in the building inspection process was to find
community consultation indicated that it did not wish the
buildings to go to the CRD and a bylaw referendum to allow this
REC ASSOCIATION, please turn to page 11

SHORELINE DESIGN
www.shorelinedesign.ca

• fully insured

Gardening for Success...

A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.

Growell

• excellent
references

Starts with
the right soil
Top Soil
Bark Mulch
Composted Manure
Sand & Gravel
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We load pickup and trailers
We deliver small or large loads
5115 Polkey Rd Duncan
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(250)746-8873

Peter Christenson 250-629-8386

specializing in water access
over steep & rugged terrain

Blue Diamond
Gravel & Turf Ltd.
Monday to Saturday 8 am to 5 pm
www.growell.bc.ca

Alpine Model - $59,500

Laurier Model - $72,600

• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order
date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct.
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.
Your Island Representative
Russ Anderson
R. Anderson Technical Services
Port Alberni, BC
Phone: (250) 720-6000
View over 100 plans at: Fax:
720-2270
www.nelson-homes.com e-mail: (250)
russanderson@shaw.ca
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Agricultural Committee seeking public
input
The BC Agriculture Planning Committee is
seeking public input to develop a made-in-BC
agriculture plan, said Parliamentary Secretary
for Agriculture Planning Val Roddick.
Consultation meetings are planned for the
months of June and September 2006.
Additional information about these meetings
will
be
available
online
at
www.harvesthome.bc.ca. Submissions to the
committee can also be made online.
The government caucus committee was
formed in February 2006 with a mandate to

create an agricultural plan to increase public
awareness about food production, encourage
active participation of First Nations, facilitate
the growth and diversification of the industry
and to bridge the urban/agriculture divide. The
committee will provide its final report to
Agriculture and Lands Minister Pat Bell by
June 2007.
In addition to the website, submissions can
be made by mail to BC Agricultural Plan, PO
Box 9120, Victoria, British Columbia, V8W 9B4
or by fax 250-387-9704. 0

Spotted owl survival to get prompt
action, says BC government
Photo: Roger Pilkington

Earth Day clean-up a huge effort—here wood debris is brought ashore
for safe disposal.
SATURNA from page 3
missed. Our condolences to her husband, Nick,
her children, Max, Jane, Sara and Brooks, and
to her two sisters and many friends.

Ferry Schedule Issues

Saturna Islanders have found a bone of
agreement! Thanks to our Community Club
ferry
committee
representatives—Val
McMillian, Janet Land and Brian
Hollingshead, Islanders have been alerted to a
proposed new Friday night and Saturday
morning schedule. The committee and the
Community Club want to provide the
community with an opportunity to get
information and explore ways to make its voice
heard. A very short-notice meeting was held on
Saturday, May 13.
The proposed Friday night evening sailing is
astonishing. It would leave Tsawwassen at
5:10pm (instead of 6:55pm), which would
require a much earlier start from anywhere on
the Mainland because of Friday rush hour
traffic, not to mention the 40-minute
reservation cut-off. Then travellers would wait
for two hours and five minutes while
transferring on Mayne in order to arrive on
Saturna at the same time as the old schedule—
9:10pm on a good night, 10pm on a holiday and
in summer.
Needless to say this schedule is not defined
as a viable option for the many people who work
in Vancouver and have a home on the Island,
and for other Islanders too.
Many Saturna Islanders have copies of a ferry
survey asking us if we would be happy to wait the
two hours and five minutes on Mayne Island.
One of the questions on the questionnaire is
‘Would we use the new sailing?’ Another loss on
the schedule would be the Saturday morning
connection from Pender.
All this has alerted Islanders to the possibility
that BC Ferries is very out of touch with the
reality of the lives of people who sail on the
ferries. A formal response to BC Ferries will
follow the meeting.

Parks & Rec News

The annual Thomson Park Cleanup, organized
by Parks and Recreation, was a great success.
Lots of people turned up to do our yearly clean
up of the community park. Later a BBQ was
enjoyed, people played bocci on the newly
mowed lawns, and the kayak contingent of the
workforce paddled home.
Parks and Recreation will be sponsoring a
GRANDMA’S HOUSE from page 1

months at a time, to give residents a chance to
organize other housing and get the support
they need to improve their lives. Residents are
men who are drug and alcohol free and able to
live in a shared housing situation.
In addition to Grandma’s House, the Land
Bank is in overload with two other affordable
housing projects and are asking community
members to please be proactive and contact

talk about China given by part-time Islander
Ken Lewis who spends 11 months of the year
teaching in China and one month on Saturna.
Ken will be discussing ‘Environmental Changes
in China’ on May 17 at 7:30pm at the Hall.
The next event will be a car tour of Saturna’s
historical sites given by John Money, on June
10. John has written two articles in the
Scribbler of his experiences growing up on
Saturna and his tour will visit some of the sites
mentioned and others. Later, in September, he
will guide a walking tour. Carol Money will
present a Rose Tour of her garden on June 24.
Sign up sheets will be on the bulletin board at
the upper Store.

The BC government has announced a $3.4million, five-year action plan to recover BC’s
northern spotted owl. Based on the work of the
Canadian Spotted Owl Recovery Team, BC will
act as soon as possible to initiate measures to
re-build spotted owl populations. These
measures include captive breeding and release,
moving spotted owls to new locations,
increasing food sources for spotted owls, and
managing competing species such as barred
owls, and evaluating and revising existing
spotted owl management areas to ensure they
better protect owls.
Following a 2005 survey which showed a
continuing decline in spotted owl numbers
despite management measures, the new
initiative will be a collaborative effort of the

ministries of Environment and Forests and
Range, the federal government, First Nations
and forest licensees, and Environment Canada.

Population Dropped
Despite Management

Over the last decade, BC has managed more
than 363,000 hectares of spotted owl habitat
(old growth forest) by fully protecting 159,000
hectares in parks and protected areas and
designating the other 204,000 hectares of
provincial forest as ‘spotted owl range’ areas
within which 67% of forested habitat suitable
for spotted owls must be retained; harvesting
must not take place on more than 50% of the
land base; and no forest harvesting is permitted

SPOTTED OWL, please turn to page 11

John Gower Design Ltd
Custom home design

Events & Goings-Ons

Health Committee guest speaker, Elizabeth
Herejk, spoke about ovarian cancer to a full
house at the Community Hall on May 7. Early
detection is crucial for this cancer and she
outlined the health indications that need
immediate attention. This presentation was so
popular it will be offered again in the fall.
The twice a year Saturna Volunteer
Firefighters’ Pig BBQ is going to be held
Saturday, May 20 at the Rec Centre. The social
hour begins at 5:30pm, dinner will be served at
7 pm. There will be a dance, door prizes and a
50/50 draw. This BBQ is always popular and
there are a limited number of tickets available
from both stores. The event is a fun way to
support and encourage your local firefighters
who work darn hard to provide stellar fire
fighting protection in our small community.
Donna Curwen will be offering first aid kits
once again. Each kit contains supplies that would
be useful and important for Saturna Islanders to
have. The cost is $64, a real deal because first aid
instructor Jaimie Pierson is able to supply the kit
at near wholesale price. You can order until June
15, call Donna.
Donna is canvassing the community to see
how many people would be interested in doing
a wilderness training first aid course. This 32hour course would be a scenario-based
program, with 12 hours or more of it conducted
outdoors. The objective is injury management
in the field as well as patient transport decisionmaking. Cost is dependent on how many
people sign up to take the course.
The Lamb BBQ Work Bee schedule is
posted on the bulletin boards, check your dates.

BC Mountain Homes

Stock plans & plan modifications
604 221 0336 www.bcmountainhomes.com

Back! By Popular Demand

Hands-On Stonebuilding Workshop
Saturday 17 & Sunday 18 June on North Pender Island
Hands-on, site preparation and building of mortared retaining walls and
stone steps. Introductory workshop covering most topics with handson stonecutting, foundation building, mortar preparation and
stonebuilding experience.
Renowned BC stonemasonry teacher, Bill Child is back for his only workshop on the coast
this year. Instructional materials and tools provided for the workshop.
Fee: $250 +gst

Got More Time?
Join us the day after the workshop as well for more handson and individual coaching. All three days: $375+gst

Refresher Course
If you have taken a course with Bill before, join us on Friday
June 16 for a refresher day—$125+gst, or stay for the
weekend too, all three days: $375+gst

SATURNA, please turn to page 11

them to pledge donations toward this cause.
Send pledges for the June 15 deadline to
neddy@saltspring.com. Call Neddy (250-6534573), Andrew (250-653-4770), or Patricia (1800-691-9366) for information about VHES.
There is also a drop box and more information
at SS Books, or mail to VHES, 1115 Beaver Point
Road, Salt Spring Island V8K 1X2. 0

Invest Ethically
All days, learn on a work-in-progress and from completed projects.

Caring where your money is invested
can go hand in hand with good returns.
Learn more at: www.pinchgroup.ca

Transportation, food and lodging not included in courses fees. Bring your own personal
safety gear including: work gloves, safety glasses, steel-toe work boots and knee pads.
Come prepared for rain or sun and bring a lunch each day.

(250) 405-2468
(877) 405-2400

For course outline and registration form contact:
Christa Grace-Warrick 250-629-3660, g-wcommunications@cablelan.net
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"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Galiano Island: Beautiful oceanfront 10+
acres estate property, custom designed &
built as new home, beautiful sunny views.
S/SW/W exposures, option to build
second home & 2 sep. guest cottages.
$1,600,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview 3 bed home,
wood floors, coved ceilings, large rooms,
close to town. Good rental with good
tenants in place. $359,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview 3 bed
character cottage in Fulford Village, views
of the harbour, private rear garden. Walk
to ferry, shopping, restaurant, & marina.
$429,000

Pender Island: Oceanfront with sweeping
panoramic
oceanview,
S/SW/W
exposures, 3 bed modern home,
community water. Superb! $995,000

Salt Spring Island: Cute cottage on 5+ acres,
nice decks, lake views from building site, 3
large ponds, seasonal creek, SW/W
exposures, close to school, lake, beach
access. Lots of potential! $599,000

Salt Spring Island: Prime oceanview
custom home, cook’s kitchen, wonderful
solarium, sep. carport, fenced vegetable
garden, gazebo, 6.79 acres. Sunny & ready
for you! $1,890,000

Salt Spring Island: Lovely 3 bed home with
great covered deck, sep. 2-storey studio,
vegetable garden, located close to Ganges,
lots of space & sun here. Apleasure! $399,000

Salt Spring Island: 4.45 acres, 3 bed main
home, sep guest cottage, sep workshop /
office, ADSL, seasonal creek, meadow
areas, potential for horses or sheep.
Pastoral! $699,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront, custom
authentic log home, many desirable
features, panoramic seaviews, 2.71 acres,
shared access to docks, tennis, beaches,
pool, trails, & more. Must be seen!
$1,700,000

Salt Spring Island: Authentic oceanview
character cottage, 3 beds, large workshop,
wonderful English Country style gardens,
community water. A gardener’s joy! $599,000

Salt Spring Island: Exceptional lakefront
estate, dock, 11+ acres, wonderful main
house, wood floors, vaulted ceilings, 2 sep.
guest studios, sep. home office, 2 sep.
retreat buildings, sauna. Very feature rich!
$2,975,500

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview with access
to private shared oceanfront point, home
with superb design ethic, casually elegant,
S/SW exposures. Just move in & enjoy!
$925,000

Salt Spring Island: Sea glimpses, 5 bed / 4
bath home, inlaw suite potential, games
room, great kitchen, elegant living & family
areas, sep. garage / workshop. In popular
area! $659,500

Salt Spring Island: Duck Bay oceanfront,
S/SW/W exposures, designer kitchen, cosy
den, music room / library, sep. guest suite,
office with sep. entry. Warm ocean
swimming here! $1,995,000

Salt Spring Island: Channel Ridge
oceanview, 3 bed, 2.5 bath home,
professional décor, double garage, sunny
oceanview deck, close to walking trails &
all amenities! $649,000

Salt Spring Island: Character home, red &
yellow cedar panelling, hardwood floors, 4
bed / 3 bath, terrific kitchen (reno. 2004),
10+ acres, subdivision potential, fenced
garden, orchard. Many unique features!
Beautiful! $1,530,000

Salt Spring Island: Totally renovated 3
bedroom home, wood floors, updated
bathroom, country kitchen, mudroom /
laundry, studio, building site available.
Lots of potential! $549,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront, panoramic
harbour views, wonderful walk on beach,
in 2 titles, first title has main home with 3
ensuite bedrooms + guest, country kitchen,
den. Orchard, fenced gardens, workshop/
garage. Second oceanfront title has
foreshore lease & guest cottage. Enjoy!
$3,200,000

Salt Spring Island: Ganges Harbour
oceanview, 3 bed - all with ensuites, country
kitchen, wood floors, built in 2002, walk to
town. B&B potential. Great island choice!
$658,500

Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront in prime
area, dock potential, S/SW/W exposures &
great marine views, 3 bed / 2 bath home,
sep double garage. Use as a relaxing
getaway or build your dream home!
$1,450,000

Salt Spring Island: Deep water oceanfront
with dock & sandy bay beachfront, West
Coast style home, his & hers master
ensuites, large guest wing with sep. kitchen
& laundry, panoramic oceanviews,
S/SW/W exposures, sep. indoor pool, 4+
acres. Many more features, must be seen!
$4,500,000

Li Read

Lots and Acreages
Mayne Island: 0.29 acres, motivated seller, excellent investment. $99,800
Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, 5.68 acres, S/SW/W exposures. $399,000
Salt Spring Island: Panoramic oceanview, 160 acres, seasonal creek. $1,500,000
Wise Island: Sunny W.F., access to water system, close to Galiano’s Montague Harbour. $310,000
Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, 4.42 acres, driveway roughed in. $369,000
Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, 4.70 acres, drilled well, zoned for home, cottage, & studio. $568,000
Valdes Island: Oceanfront, 2.69 leasehold acres, views of Georgia Strait. $69,800
Salt Spring Island: One plus hectares, drilled well developed, driveway roughed in. $349,000+GST
Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront, moorage potential, 3.40 acres. Rare! $450,000
Wise Island: Low bank oceanfront, small beach in small cove on protected side of island. $175,000
Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, 2.54 acres, drilled well, zoned for home & studio. $519,000
Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, 4.32 acres, 270 degree viewscapes. $579,000
Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, about 160 acres, drilled well, solar power, all day sun. $1,999,000

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131
Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"
RE/MAX Salt Spring

Each office independently owned and operated.
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Penderite also monitoring bald eagles
In addition to Doug Carrick of Hornby Island
(see Readers’ Letters, page 4), there’s another
Islander dedicated to monitoring bald eagle
activity, this time on Pender.
Since October last year, David Manning has
taken on the challenge of locating and
monitoring eagle nests on North and South
Pender Islands. With careful exploration, as
well as working from historic records and those
gathered more recently for the Wildlife Tree
Stewardship Program (WiTS), David has todate recorded 22 eagle nests, and four osprey
nests on the two Islands.
What began with casual observation has
grown into an almost full-time volunteer
commitment for Manning, with a great deal of
legwork involved in viewing horizons from all
directions, and connecting with individual
property owners. Manning has been helped in
many ways by landowners and organizations
such as the Wildlife Tree Stewardship Program
and Penders’ Local Trust Committees.
Not only the eagles get David’s attention but
also the trees that are their habitat; nest trees
(which are protected under BC law) and other
trees used for perching, roosting, and future
nesting sites when existing nest trees decline.
Recognizing how few and far between these
dominant ‘veteran’ trees are, and how
CENSUS from page 4
a campaign that will do literally nothing to
expose his sinister agenda. There’s enough bad
stuff out there—obvious stuff, documented,
already happening, about to happen—without
feeding people’s fear that there are also
conspiracies that we have no power to affect.
CountMeOut says that even if the privacy
issue were resolved we should still refuse to cooperate with the Census because of ‘…deep
integration, Canadian sovereignty, Lockheed
Martin itself, and job losses (at StatsCan).’ But
this is hardly an effective strategy regarding any
of these issues—and again simply targets the
wrong player.

Statistics Canada—the
Activist’s Friend

In the late 1980s and early 1990s every
corporate think tank, neo-liberal columnist,
editorial writer and TV anchor was on-side
promoting a campaign of deficit hysteria. We
were going to hit the debt wall, Canada was
going to go bankrupt, we had to tighten our
belts. The Business Council on National Issues
ranted and raved about how Canada had been
‘spending like drunken sailors’—beyond our
means—and that the only solution was radical
cuts to social spending.
Then in 1990, StatsCan produced a study that
put the whole issue in context. The study
revealed the composition of the huge
accumulated deficit (it was huge—and it was a
problem). ‘…50% of the [accumulated] deficit
between 1974-75 and 1988-89 may be traced to
a drop in revenue relative to GDP; 44% to an
increase in debt-service charges relative to GDP;
and 6% to program spending higher, relative to
GDP, than in 1974-75.’ That’s right—just 6% of
our debt was due to increased government
spending.
The study handed to social movements,
unions and others fighting social program cuts,
was a weapon they could never have created
themselves. It effectively debunked the carefully
constructed deficit terror campaign. It allowed
activists to argue that because spending was not
the cause, cutting was not the solution.
Which is why the federal government of
Brian Mulroney moved quickly to suppress the
study after a summary of its contents was
published. Kevin Lynch, a powerful assistant
deputy finance minister (and now Harper’s
most powerful civil servant, Clerk of the Privy
Council), wrote a blistering letter to the head of
StatsCan objecting to the study.

important they are in the overall picture,
Manning is now locating and recording these
trees as well as the eagles themselves.
Manning arrived on Pender in May of 2004,
after residing on Hornby and Salt Spring
Islands. His interest in nature began with a
childhood love of the outdoors. His love of birds
generally began in high school when he became
an avid bird watcher and he is now a longstanding member the BC Naturalists.
He studied ornithology and natural history
in high school and minored in natural sciences
in his education BSc. Throughout his teaching
career he emphasized the natural world,
leading hikes and counselling at summer
camps. Manning researched the flora and
fauna of the Vancouver Outdoor School in
Paradise Valley near Brackendale, information
that is used for on-going student education.
Manning has been nominated for an Islands
Trust 2006 Stewardship Award by Pender
Island Trust Protection Society.
Ed’s Note: It is a disappointing to hear that the
Hornby nesting eagle pair being observed on
streaming video failed to hatch chicks this year.
A web-cam has now been set up to monitor a
family of eagles with chicks in Saanich. For
more info, read Doug Carrick’s letter to the
editor, page 4. 0

We supply:

• harvesting systems
• design
• installation
• service

• steel cisterns –
polypropylene-lined,
5,000 – 30,000 gal.
• first flush diverters,
debris pails, high
capacity filters

BOB BURGESS

tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnnection.com
Visit our new site: www.rainwaterconnection.com

It’s not
too late!

The full study was never published and
StatsCan was forced to issue a retraction of the
summary. But it was eventually obtained
through Freedom of Information and
If you haven’t returned your census form, do it today,
circulated broadly. Even though we lost the
online at www.census2006.ca or by mail.
deficit war, it wasn’t for lack of data backing our
By law, you are required to complete a census form.
arguments.
I tell this lengthy story simply to indicate the
By the same law, the personal information you provide
critical role of StatsCan to progressive politics.
is kept confidential.
Every movement in the country is fighting for
public support using whatever facts and
It’s important to count yourself in today.
arguments it can muster. Whether it is
information about the environment, energy
consumption, poverty, tax breaks for wealthy,
the percentage of health care dollars now going
to the private sector, the gap between rich and
poor, the increasing number of hours worked
by the average Canadian, the gender gap in
wages and salaries—StatsCan is there with the
raw data that give our arguments credibility
and power. The Census is the core source of
much of that data.
For 30 years right wing politicians, the
media and corporate think tanks have been
demonizing government: government, not
corporations, is the source of all of our
problems. Government has its hands in our
pockets; government is inefficient and corrupt;
individuals are customers, not citizens, and
know how to spend their money better than
government does; government red tape slows
investment; we need tax ‘relief’—as if the source
of revenue for the services we need is somehow
Population Post Census En
an affliction.
P6027
The campaign has been working well.
5
Voting levels are at historic lows—as are
Canada’s
New
Government
corporate taxes and taxes on the wealthy. Social
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accountable for their complicity with
transnational, and domestic, corporations. We
• Tax relief for all Canadians including 1 percentage
need to fight to abrogate NAFTA and defend our
country against deep integration.
point off the GST and 28 other tax cuts.
Our government has been hijacked, we
• Focused spending to help families including child
should be fighting to take it back. We can’t do
care spaces and the $1,200 per year Universal
that by demonizing it. That’s why when it comes
Child Care Benefit.
to the Census you should count yourself in.

If you need help, visit
www.census2006.ca or
call 1 877 594-2006.
1 888 243-0730 TTY

BUDGET 2006

Murray Dobbin writes from Vancouver. He is
author of ‘Paul Martin: CEO for Canada?’ 0

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

• Balanced budget and plan to reduce debt
by $3 billion per year.
Find out what Budget 2006 does for you, click

www.fin.gc.ca
Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria

or call 1 800 O-Canada (1 800 622-6232) TTY 1 800 926-9105
(telecommunications device for the speech and hearing
impaired/deaf) or visit a Service Canada centre near you.

For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643
I381_FC_Budget_5.0x7_E03.indd 1

5/9/06 2:41:16 PM

Page 10, ISLAND TIDES, May 18, 2006
AFFORDABLE HOUSING from page 1

Society is using old photos to help get it right.

C

We Are Wrong in Afghanistan ~ David Orchard

anadians are fighting and dying in an undeclared war in
Afghanistan. Prime Minister Harper has stated that
Canada will not ‘cut and run’ in the face of increasing
casualties. Foreign Affairs Minister MacKay says Canada will
‘finish the job.’ Chief of Defence Staff, Rick Hillier, is quoted as
saying ‘Canada needs to be in Afghanistan for the long haul—at
least a decade—and probably a lot longer.’

stand up against that of these very same [Northern Alliance‚
associates]’ It should be noted that these are women who
opposed the Taliban and were lauded in the US media prior to
the invasion for having done so.
Canada is now in Afghanistan as part of a foreign occupation
and a very real, hot war that took, by conservative estimates,
20,000 Afghan lives within the first six months alone.

We’ve been told that Afghanistan was a haven for terrorists and
therefore its government needed to be overthrown to protect the
rest of the world.
However, in international law, labelling a country a haven for
terrorists is not sufficient grounds to justify an invasion of, or an
attack on, that country. A long list could be compiled of nations
that have harboured, willingly or otherwise, those who could be
called terrorists. International law allows the use of military force
only if one’s nation is under direct and ongoing attack itself or if it
is authorized by the Security Council of the United Nations.

With its 1991 war on Iraq, the US, for the first time in history,
began using depleted uranium (DU) munitions. It has since used
large amounts of DU weaponry in the former Yugoslavia, Iraq
and Afghanistan. The contamination from depleted uranium
remains deadly for hundreds of thousands of years. Dr. Rosalie
Bertell states in her ‘Update on Depleted Uranium and Gulf War
Syndrome’, the use of DU in war is ‘a clear violation of the
Geneva Protocol on the Use of Gas in War.’ She writes: ‘DU
generates a poisonous gas, known commonly as a metal fume,
which is highly toxic when inhaled. It can also be classed as a
radiological weapon of indiscriminate destruction which does
not respect national boundaries, and which persists long after a
conflict is over.’ The effect of DU on both Afghan citizens and
returning Canadian and American soldiers has been almost
completely ignored.
Perhaps it’s worth looking beyond the official reasons given
for this war. Prominent American writer Gore Vidal in his book
Perpetual War for Perpetual Peace writes: ‘We need
Afghanistan because it is the gateway to Central Asia, which is
full of oil and natural gas—That’s what it’s all about. We are
establishing our control over Central Asia.’
It’s time for some serious questions about Canada’s
deepening involvement in Afghanistan. If Canada wished to
undertake a role in Afghanistan as a peace keeper, the US would
first have to pull out. Then Canada could, if asked by the UN,
perhaps consider a role in stabilizing the country. Being part of a
US military operation to subdue the country is by definition the
opposite of peacekeeping.
The ongoing threats by the US to attack Iran speak clearly of
an escalating scenario ahead—one in which Canada may well be
drawn further into a vortex of events which cannot be justified
legally, morally or practically.

But Why is Canada in Afghanistan?

Dean Road house in a long-gone-by snowy winter.

Volunteers or donations of quality materials would be
welcomed. The Land Bank asks that people do not drop by the
site, but instead call 250-653-4573 to make arrangements. 0

WELL WATER
IS YOUR

SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334
fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

Breakaway Need Rental Revenue?
Vacations

Put BreakawayVacations.com to work for you

1-800-800-7252

Breakawayvacations.com is a division of
Lloyds Travel & Cruises — 906 West Broadway, Vancouver

Planning vacations for Canadian travellers since 1951

What are your
options?

Find out from your
Gulf Islands’ alternative
energy specialists

Energy Options

energyoptions@telus.net

250-537-8371

364 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island
electrical contractors • solar • wind • microhydro systems

ALUMINUM BOAT BUILDING
Robert Jackson • 250-337-5309
www.jaxoncraft.com • Comox, BC

Canada has not Experienced an
Attack by Afghanistan

As for the Security Council, the UN resolutions on Afghanistan
prior to the US invasion in October 2001, contained not even an
implied authorization of military force. Today Canada is not in
Afghanistan under UN command. Our soldiers are not wearing
blue helmets. We are operating in Afghanistan under US
command, as part of US ‘Operation Enduring Freedom.’
Ah, but at least we are there to do good things, our government
replies. To help a war-torn nation stabilize itself, to bring
democracy to a country badly in need of such and to help liberate
women and girls who suffered under the iron heel of the Taliban.
Yet history shows that ‘democracy’ is rarely imposed on a
country by the barrel of a gun. Nations that attempt to force their
system of government on others invariably create resistance.
Many colonial wars can be cited as examples, including those in
Afghanistan’s own past.
As for the west’s influence on Afghan society, a report by the
Revolutionary Association of the Women of Afghanistan
(RAWA) stated shortly after the invasion that conditions in
Afghanistan for women were worse under the control of our
allies, the Northern Alliance, than previously under the Taliban.
According to the RAWA, ‘These [the Northern Alliance] are the
very people who immediately upon usurping power,
proclaimed—amongst other sordid restrictions—the
compulsory veiling of all women. The people of the world need
to know that in terms of widespread raping of girls and women
from ages 7 to 70, the track record of the Taliban can in no way
BLACK GOLD from page 2
however, Shell and Exxon just posted record profits. And oil
companies like Exxon plan for the global economy to show
strong ‘sustained growth’ of 2.7% per year, to approximately $71
trillion by 2030. (The world’s economy was valued at roughly
$31.5 trillion in 2000.)
Exxon’s huge profits are not going into clean energy like wind
and solar. They are destined for gas, deep oil, and tar sands. Exxon’s
view of the future of oil to 2030 underscores Shell’s view that peak
easy-oil does not mean peak oil. Worldwide energy demand will
grow, on average, 1.6% per year, from about 205 million barrels per
day of oil equivalent to nearly 335. Until the year 2030, fossil fuels
will continue to supply the vast majority of energy needs.
Oil use will grow at 1.4% annually. Oil and gas combined will
represent close to 60% of overall energy use, which is about the
share they hold today. Wind and solar growth will be high at 11%
per year, but even so, their share of total energy in 2030 will be 1%.
Exxon says almost every region of the globe has more
conventional crude oil remaining than what has been produced.
Extended-reach drilling, advanced reservoir imaging, and
enhanced recovery techniques will bring up the hard-to-get oil.
Exxon acknowledges that the growth of oil, gas and coal
usage around the world will lead to increases in CO2 emissions,
close to 85% coming from developing countries. GHG emissions
grew about 40% from 1980 to 2000, and will grow about 60%
between 2000 and 2030, according to Exxon’s projection—
that’s the same as their projected energy rise.
The International Energy Agency says much the same as
Exxon. ‘Continued strong demand for all fossil fuels seems a
certainty at this time, even taking into account stronger policies
to mitigate global warming risks. ... Continued economic growth
is expected to result in increased use of fossil fuels with likely
increases in the emissions of local and global pollutants. In the
next twenty years, fossil fuels will account for almost all new
electric-power generating capacity. ... They [the energy
companies] have not addressed the problem of CO2 emissions.’

Tar Sands - Earth’s Next Challenge

Alberta’s much-touted Athabasca tar sands is the largest known

Depleted Uranium Weaponry

David Orchard is the author of ‘The Fight for Canada—Four
Centuries of American Expansionism’ and farms in Borden, SK.
He ran twice for the leadership of the former Progressive
Conservative Party of Canada and is now a member of the
Liberal Party. He can be reached at davidorchard@sasktel.net,
or 306-652-7095. 0
hydrocarbon deposit ever discovered. An estimated US$100
billion is expected to be invested in tar sands development over
the next 20 years, despite the fact that fossil-fuels have to be
consumed to get the oil out. Ironically, scarcity and rising prices
are making tar sand extraction economic.
Dutch Shell’s CEO says the financial industry has just
gambled $100 billion on the rising price of oil. Shell has just
bought BlackRock Ventures tar sands interests in Alberta for
$2.4 billion, which represents a huge increase in the going price
for the tar sands. Dutch Shell says tar sands are a big part of their
long term plan. Suncor is now talking about money for yet
another tar sands expansion.
This investment money into more fossil fuel development
could have gone into non-polluting wind, geothermal, tidal or
solar energy. Now it’s money that won’t. We may get high fuel
prices but it still will not save our ecosystems.

Commentary

Why do we seem powerless? Maybe oil addiction is why the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s news of the
century is dwarfed by the news of the month—oil prices. To use
President Bush’s metaphor; obsessed with a gasoline-based
vehicle and consumer economy, and in getting their oil ‘drug,’
humans are in denial of fossil-fuels’ destructive effects on ‘users.’
Is this why the threat of rising oil prices currently gets more
attention than the threat to the future of our species?
We are also hooking into the fundamental precept of our
economic system—that nature and the future don’t count.
Nature is an ‘externality’ and the future simply does not exist.
But the ‘magic’ of the marketplace is making mankind’s future
disappear. Our model of economics is fundamentally and fatally
flawed. Global climate change is the final, and ultimate, proof.
We have been watching the greenhouse gases and
temperatures rise for 20 years. Now we are risking a catastrophic
6ºC temperature surge, leaving the planet as we know it no
chance. Can we stop it? Yes, if we stop denying the problem and
start demanding (and creating) the solutions. But it has to be
now. The future’s time has run out. 0
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Parks Canada hosting
NMCA consultation
sessions

Parks Canada is undertaking a study to assess the feasibility of
establishing a national marine conservation area (NMCA) reserve
in the southern Strait of Georgia. Starting May 23, Parks Canada is
hosting open houses and consultation workshops throughout the
coast to collect local knowledge for the feasibility study.
The content of both the workshops and open houses are the
same, however, the issues are examined in greater detail at the
workshops. The three-hour workshops include value-based
visioning and mapping work, including ground-truthing draft
maps. Both the workshops and the two-hour open houses will
include a presentation highlighting the progress of the feasibility
study to date.
To ensure adequate seating, facilitation and venue capacity,
an RSVP is required for the workshops—but not for the open
houses. RSVP by emailing straitofgeorgianmca@pc.gc.ca or by
phoning Bill Henwood at 604-666-0285. (Please see ad on page
3 to find out when Parks will be in your community.)0
SATURNA from page 7

Our next event is the Mint Sauce and Spiced Vinegar Party, May
24 at 7:30pm at the Community Hall. All are welcome to chop
mint, chat, have a glass of something delightful and make up all
the mint sauce and spiced vinegar we need for the Canada Day
Lamb BBQ and to do up pint jars to sell at the event. We are
always looking for mint (not fuzzy apple mint, please) phone
Joanne Monk or Ingrid Gaines if you can bring a bunch.
May 31 is the Local Trust Committee meeting held at 1:30 at
the Community Hall. All are welcome to hear the latest land use
issues that our Island Trust trustees are considering. Agendas
and items to be covered are available from the Trust office. 0
ECOSYSTEM MAPPING from page 3

forest fire and public safety risk assessment and management,
as well as for conservation planning. These products are not just
useful to Parks Canada; they will also help each landowner to
better understand what ecosystems occur on their property.
Whether at the property, community or regional level, this
information helps us all to be more effective stewards of this
incredible place in which we live.
Parks Canada will host community open houses in the fall to
present the work to date, and to receive feedback on the
accuracy of the maps so that we don’t miss anything important.
We also hope to include a short field trip to illustrate the depth
and breadth of the classification and mapping products ‘on the
ground’.
If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to
contact us. We are setting up mechanisms to facilitate access to
these products as they are completed.
It is not too late to provide permission for our field crews. If
you would like to do so, or if you require further information,
please contact: Francis Gobeil at the park administration office
at 2220 Harbour Road, Sidney BC V8L 2P6 (ph:250-6544000; fax:250-654-4014; emails: Francis.Gobeil@pc.gc.ca). 0

REC ASSOCIATION from page 6

that the Old School had vermiculite insulation above its ceiling.
According to testing agencies, 98% of this material tested in BC
and Alberta has asbestos fibres in it. Grace-Warrick comments,
‘This was a wild card! It has proven quite difficult to find out what
the PIRAHA should do about this. Neither provincial nor federal
government, nor our MLA or MP would take any responsibility in
advising us about this. Apparently, unlike the ureaformaldehyde
problem, Canada is very lax in setting asbestos standards and
addressing the buildings that have been insulated with this
material, recommended in a CMHC program.
‘Eventually we discovered that the Workers Compensation
Board could give us advice. We actually got good news because the
approved removal of the material would have cost $23,000—a
financial disaster. Instead, the upper floor of the building must be
completely sealed from the attic space; light fittings, ceiling joints,
door frames, window frames, etc. Having sealed it off, we must get
the material tested to find out its asbestos content.
‘Gathering samples disturbs the material, actually increasing
any airborne hazard, so for safety, the building must be sealed
before testing. Good, but unfortunately unlikely, news would be
that there is no asbestos content in the vermiculite. Despite the
sealing, testing must be carried out—there must be a record of the
asbestos content in case of future renovation to the building.
(Before renovations, contaminated insulation would have to be
properly removed.) If the testing shows asbestos in the
vermiculite, the attic traps would then be sealed and warning
notices posted on them.
‘We have approached a contractor on the Island about sealing
the building and in the meantime we have given an asbestos
warning notice to PICSS to post on the front door of the building.
‘The flooring in the building contains asbestos but presents no
current hazard. When reflooring, as long as the old floor is covered
over and not broken up there is no problem.’
Grace-Warrick continues, ‘A group in Calgary is launching a
class action suit against the federal government about vermiculite
containing asbestos. It will probably be wise for PIRAHA to join this
action both to indicate that the PIRAHA takes this public health
issue seriously and to receive compensation which would defray
large costs down the road.
‘A serious problem in a public building showing up like this
and being taken care of is a fringe benefit of this cost recovery/
building reserve process.’

The Old School’s New Future

‘Apart from this surprise, results are encouraging. in the case of
the Old School, when everything is factored in PIRAHA has come up
with a figure of $350 as the monthly contribution to the Old
School building reserve needed from PICSS. Keeping the monthly
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• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
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• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS
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technician
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P/t Zodiac Drivers Wanted for
Whale Watching Company based in
Ganges. Must have radio/meds.
info@sidneymarinesafari.com

FOR RENT

Gardener's dream on Saturna. Live
and work at this prime location for
horticultural home business. Trailer
home, garden, greenhouse and gift
shop. Lease negotiable. 250-5392975

ISLAND EXPLORER

PROPERTY

MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230

Southern Gulf

House & Cottage Rentals

PENDER ISLAND LONG TERM:
Private and comfortable living. 2
bedrooms + den/office. All new
appliances–$700. Ocean Views,
furnished, three bedrooms, interior
knotty pine, cathedral ceilings$1000.
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
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Traditional Chinese Medicine

Acupuncture

Used by people for
over 3000 years and
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World Health
Organization as a safe,
effective, drug-free
therapy for many
common health problems.

Trevor Erikson, R.Ac
Registered Acupuncturist
For an appointment call the
Pender Island Health Centre:

629-3322
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Heavy Metal
Excavating

Soil delivery, yard
leveling and clearing,
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trenching, backfilling.
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FORMERLY ARMOUR ROOFING

• Torch-On Roofing
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Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599
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Private Sale - For Sale by Owner
Wanted Vacant Lot or Acreage,
100K or less, tnyschlz@yahoo.ca
403-263-4628

figure this low depends on a start-up amount of $16,500, the
shortfall to a healthy building reserve. PIRAHA could borrow money
on a line of credit to cover the ‘bulge’ costs of public and building
safety upgrades and maintenance needed in the next three years
says Grace-Warrick.
However in March 2006, PICSS President Lois Tippett
indicated that PICSS would prefer to contribute this amount from
its contingency fund rather than have PIRAHA borrow money.
Subsequently, PIRAHA’s board voted to initiate the fund with
$8,500 and to only ask PICSS to contribute the remainder as a
catch-up amount. PIRAHA understands PICSS will be very involved
this year with contributing funds to Pender’s medical centre
expansion (see flyer inside this paper). This quarter PICSS has
kicked-off the medical centre fundraising with a $1o,000
contribution.
‘It’s never easy to accept that the cost of the building you
occupy must go up but PIRAHA’s board hopes that tenants will be
happy in knowing that their building reserve contributions are
going to make these precious buildings truly sustainable and
available for occupancy into the future,’ adds Grace-Warrick.
Getting Pender’s recreational buildings back on track is an
rewarding, if exhausting, project, says Grace-Warrick, ‘Feelings
and fears run high when things change. But the buildings must be
supported by their occupiers—there is no public funding and there
is simply nowhere else the money can come from. The new
scheme makes sense, and is affordable.
‘The assessment of the 912 square foot Portable, occupied by a
co-operative PlayGroup, providing the only under-six organized
recreation on the Island, is now done. It’s coming up at $210 per
month for the reserve. The 7,000-square-foot, two-storey
Community Hall is next—do we have sufficient money in its fund?’
The Community Hall is the building PIRAHA must directly
fundraise and pay for; currently through events, recreational
programming, craft fairs, rentals—even coffee concession sales.
‘Before long PIRAHA’S building reserve work will be done. Then
PIRAHA’s enthusiastic membership can move ahead with its other
mandate of being an umbrella for recreational programming;
fostering community; and celebrating Island life, through the
gathering together of all kinds of people in many ways,’ GraceWarrick adds. 0
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Waterworks

Servicing the Gulf Islands

Bulk Water Delivery Ltd
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Pool Filling

CRD Health Approved
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Docks de Realty
Hope Bay

Ltd

Pender Island
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www.propertyonpender.com

FEATURE PROPERTY
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Specializing in…

PVC Deck Membranes
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for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
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Island Home with Character
on ½ Acre - MLS # 211994

• DOCKS
• RAMPS

• PILE DRIVING
Toll-free:

1-866-399-7525
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Reduced to Sell!

$289,000
Call Sherrie or visit our website
for a VIRTUAL TOUR!

FOR SALE

Island Beater, ‘83 Dodge Aries. Not
pretty but reliable. Save $ on
ferries, walk on walk off. Located on
Pender Island, $500. 604-501-0023

Senior housing society
forms in Bowser ~ Penny Bernard

A society has been formed to operate a seniors housing project
at the Royal Canadian Legion Branch #211 in Bowser on
Vancouver Island. It will be a non-profit organization for the
purpose of providing homes for low and moderate income
earning veterans, seniors and elderly citizens.
The board is presently in the process of applying for seed
money to start the construction process, including market
analysis and an environmental feasibility study.
The society is seeking local support to help with the success
of this project. For further information please contact Evelyn
Foot (757-9778) or email seniorhousing@shaw.ca. 0
SPOTTED OWL from page 7

within 500 metres of a nest site.
However, spotted owl surveys concluded last summer and
evaluated last fall noted a continued decline in spotted owl
numbers, although in many of these areas, there has been little
or no harvesting for many years.
There are six known pairs of spotted owls remaining in BC.
The province’s spotted owl population has declined from
approximately 200 in 1993 to about 22 today.
BC is the northernmost edge of the spotted owl’s range,
accounting for less than half of 1% of the species’ global
population. There are approximately 6,100 spotted owls in the
western United States.
Numbers have dropped to the level where, ‘captive rearing
and release is an option that should be seriously considered to
enhance and preserve the population of northern spotted owl in
BC,’ said Dr Ken Macquisten, veterinarian at the Grouse
Mountain Refuge for Endangered Wildlife. ‘Such a program
would model itself on the successes of similar captive rearing
programs for species such as the burrowing owl, whooping
crane, peregrine falcon, Vancouver Island marmot and the
black-footed ferret,’ added Macquisten. 0
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Straight from the Horse’s Mouth ~BC Ferries Press Release

BC Ferries announces names for three
new ‘Super C’ vessels

BC Ferries has selected Coastal Renaissance,
Coastal Inspiration and Coastal Celebration as
the names for its three new Super C-class
vessels that will begin operating between
Horseshoe Bay-Departure Bay and Swartz BayTsawwassen early in 2008.
An advisory board comprised of local
newspaper reporters and BC Ferries’
employees selected the names after reviewing
7,602 entries submitted during the ‘Name the
Super Cs’ contest that ran from October 18,
2005 through January 31, 2006.
The first Super C-class vessel, Coastal
Renaissance, was selected to signify the
renewal of BC Ferries as an independent,
commercial company. The second vessel,
Coastal Inspiration, was chosen to reflect the
inspirational beauty of coastal British
Columbia, which is also captured in the interior
design of the new vessels. Coastal Celebration,
the third vessel name, was chosen to reflect the
anticipated celebration that BC Ferries and its
customers will have once all three of these new
vessels have entered the fleet.
‘These names represent the important role
that BC Ferries plays in life on the coast,’ said
BC Ferries’ Executive Vice President and Chief
Operating Officer, Mike Corrigan. ‘The names
Coastal Renaissance, Coastal Inspiration and
Coastal Celebration signify a new beginning for
BC Ferries as we embark on a long-term plan to
revitalize our fleet.’
Before reviewing the entries, the advisory
board reconfirmed the names should reflect BC
Ferries’ role as an independent company;
appeal to employees and customers; signify the
geographic area the company operates in; be
original, creative and memorable; and be
respectful to the communities the vessels will
serve.
After reviewing the submissions, the
advisory board determined it was necessary to
combine elements from different entries to

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria

Close to UVic, hospital & the
ocean. Organic breakfasts,
private bathrooms. $40-$60

250-598-7015

create names that would meet all of the
selection criteria. The names Coastal
Renaissance, Coastal Inspiration and Coastal
Celebration are the result of combining names
that were submitted by various entrants.
‘We were extremely pleased with the
enthusiastic response to the contest from our
employees and customers,’ said Corrigan. ‘The
advisory board carefully reviewed each
submission and, after much discussion,
unanimously agreed on the three names that
best met the naming criteria for our Super Cclass vessels.’
In accordance with contest rules, since no
one entrant submitted the selected names in
their entirety, all eligible entries were entered
into a random draw for one of three grand prize
packages, including two nights at a BC resort,
dining gift certificates and travel onboard BC
Ferries. The list of winners is available at
www.bcferries.com.
BC Ferries is also sending a roundtrip pass
for a vehicle and driver to the 129 members of
the public who submitted a portion of the
selected names. The 30 employees who
submitted a portion of the selected names will
each receive a BC Ferries gift certificate.
‘Although we combined portions of name
submissions to arrive at the final selections, we
wanted to send a special thank you to the 159
entrants who provided us with great
suggestions that we could build on,’ said
Corrigan.
The first of the Super C-class vessels, which
are being built by Flensburger SchiffbauGesselschaft of Germany, will arrive in British
Columbia by December 2007, the second in
March 2008 and the third by June 2008.
The new Super C-class vessels are among the
first of BC Ferries’ Newbuild Program that will
see 22 vessels built over the next 15 years. 0

Accommodation & Attractions
Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands

Escape to Metchosin

CAMPGROUND

In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest. 1o min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or 3 min drive.
Visa, Mastercard, AmEx

305 Rainbow Rd

Salt Spring Island

250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

Page’s
Resort & Marina

Gabriola Island
250-247-8931

www.pagesresort.com

www.cougarscrag.com 1-888-808-2724
pet-friendly
WHALE WATCHING &
MARINE WILDLIFE TOURS

aboard highspeed zodiacs
from Ganges,
Salt Spring Island

Reservations Required
Please call 1-888-656-9878
www.sidneymarinesafari.ca

SOUND PASSAGE ADVENTURES INC.
Pender Island, BC

250-629-3920 or
1-877-629-3930
Toll-free in North America

www.soundpassageadventures.com

Whale Watching / Eco-Tours, Winery Tours • Scuba Diving
Charters, Lessons & Rentals • Power & Sailing Charters &
Lessons • Fishing Charters • Kayak & Paddle Boat Rentals •
Corporate Retreats • Water Transportation / Island Hopping

SERVING SIDNEY AND SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS

Delia’s Shangri-La
Oceanfront B&B
360º Breathtaking
Oceanfront Views

Each luxury suite offers a
private entrance, deck, hot
tub,
ensuite,
fireplace,
satellite TV, microwave and
bar fridge.

1-877-629-2800

www.penderislandshangrila.com

Photo: Rosemarie Keough

A colourful affair—over 150 people gathered at Fulford Hall this May to
participate in the annual Salt Spring Folk Dance Festival.

Rare glass sponge reef found off
Galiano Island
The Southern Strait of Georgia’s proposed
National Marine Conservation Area contains
one of BC’s rare Hexactinellid glass sponge reefs.
The Hydrological Survey of Canada
conducting multi-beam bathymetry research
discovered a reef just off the coast of Galiano
Island. The Galiano reef is healthy,
approximately 3-4 meters in height and covers
an area of approximately 1 km by 150 m.
It is one of a few smaller reefs recently found
in the Strait of Georgia. Currently, these reefs
have no conservation protection.
Island Tides has previously reported on the
need for protection for the much larger glass

sponge reefs in the Hecate Strait (April 6 and
April 20 editions, available in our online
archives www.islandtides.com). The 9,000year-old reefs were discovered in 1988. They
are the only known living examples of
Hexactinellid, or glass sponge reefs in the
world. Prior to 1988, glass sponge reefs were
only known as fossils.
Glass sponge reefs provide critical nursery
habitat for many fish and invertebrate species
(including rockfish) and are an important
consideration for the National Marine
Conservation Area. For more information visit
www.cpawsbc.org. 0

Book Review ~ Trysh Ashby-Rolls

103 Hikes in Southwestern
British Columbia

P

ut some spit and polish on your hiking
boots, pack a lunch or your sleeping bag,
and head to the hills this weekend. Don’t
forget to take the latest edition of 103 Hikes in
Southwestern British Columbia with you.
Since its first publication in 1980, 103 Hikes
has guided novices and experts alike around lakes
and rivers, over hills and mountains from the
Sunshine Coast, North Shore and Howe Sound to
Squamish, Whistler, Pemberton, and east to the
Fraser Valley and Hope-Manning Park.
In the fifth edition, author Jack Bryceland
builds upon the work of 103 Hikes’ original
authors, Mary and David Macaree, and it’s
more comprehensive than ever.
Bryceland has changed the order in which
the trips are listed. Starting in the west and
north, before progressing south and east he’s
slotted in the hikes as logically as possible.
Some hikes described in previous editions have
been removed; others added. Usually a hike has
been dropped because of trail deterioration or
obliteration—mud or rock slides, for instance.
Many trails were severely damaged during the
1998-1999 winter, which brought an especially
large snow pack and several windstorms.
Not only filled with up-to-the-minute trail
information, there are two-colour maps that
make route finding easier. Practical information
appears at the top of each page: Length of hike—
from 5 hours to 2 days; elevation gain and
highest point; best months of the year to go; and
driving distance from Vancouver.
Several pages are devoted to a wellorganized set of indices to help you choose
exactly the hike to suit your needs and the
season. As well, there is a bibliography, list of
maps and resources, useful websites and a
general index. Don’t forget to read the
introduction; if you’re a beginning hiker, it’s a
must. There, you’ll find tips on personal

preparedness,
caring for trails,
the importance of
inspecting fixed
ropes on steep
sections of certain
trails and a note
on statistics.
This is a book
no hiker should be without. It’s a fun and
practical read, peppered with humour,
descriptive passages, and encouraging
remarks— ‘…may be as far as you can go; but
that’s a fine place!’ And how could you not push
forward when Bryceland says, ‘Suddenly you
burst into the open, rewarded with eyepopping views.’
Then there are his saltier remarks. ‘Do your
bit!’ he writes, not once but twice. ‘Do some
trail maintenance: move fallen branches aside,
roll large rocks off the footbed, snip intruding
brush. Every trail should be in better shape
than it was before you started.’ In one
particularly fragile ecosystem he warns, ‘Stay
on the trail.’ Followed by another caveat,
‘…there are a number of stub trails that don’t
lead to home.’
However, he fails to tell readers with canine
friends that they may not take them into certain
areas. In the Tetrahedron Provincial Park on
the Sunshine Coast, five lakes contain Sechelt’s
water source. Dogs are not allowed. Bryceland
mentions instead that there is ‘great concern
about hiker behaviour’ in the 6,000-hectare
park. ‘Logging activities are apparently exempt
from such concern,’ he comments dryly.
This book is the ultimate, indispensable
guide for trekkers.

103 Hikes in Southwestern British Columbia,
Fifth Edition, Jack Bryceland and Mary and
David Macaree, Greystone, 2005,$19.95. 0
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