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Elizabeth May comparing notes with a volunteer following her election as Member of Parliament for Saanich-Gulf Islands on May 2.

Commentary by Patrick Brown

Talking about energy Compiled by Sara Miles

HST—Yes, it’s a tax grab

A

new report, published May 4, by
an ‘independent panel’ appointed
by the provincial government,
makes it clear that the benefits of the
HST go entirely to the provincial
government and to business, and the
costs are borne entirely by BC families.
The report, hurriedly produced (since
January) to provide ‘facts’ in advance of
the provincial mail-in referendum (in
June/July) on the continuation of the
HST, concludes that while there will be
some benefit to the provincial economy ,
the immediate cost in additional taxes to
the average BC family is $350 per year.
As justification, the report anticipates
an increase of 1.2% in the provincial
economy by 2020. More significantly, it
also projects continuing growth in sales
tax revenue to the province.

Rough Calculations, Vague
Graphs

Just as the original claims made by
Premier Campbell and his finance minister
were based on unclear assumptions and
calculations, the figures presented in this
panel’s report have a rough, back-of-theenvelope feeling.
Some of the graphs in the report fail to
explain what scales are used. In fact,
considering the qualifications and
experience of the panel, the methodology
and logic employed is questionable, and
the writing often unclear.
Despite the uncertain basis of the
calculations provided, the panel arrives at
several conclusions: by 2020, the
changeover to the HST can be credited
with an estimated $2.5 billion annual
increase in the province’s $200 billion
TAX GRAB, please turn to page 2
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Several opportunities are approaching to
publicly discuss the Raven Underground
Coal Mine, proposed for an area south of
Courtenay on Vancouver Island.
The
Canadian
Environmental
Assessment Agency (CEAA) and the British
Columbia Environmental Assessment Office
(EAO) are holding three public meetings to
receive comment on the Application
Information Requirements /Environmental
Impact Statement Guidelines (AIR/EIS)
draft, which can be viewed at
www.ceaa.gc.ca, and in local viewing centres.
The meetings will be:
• May 30—Filberg Centre, Courtenay;
• June 2—Port Alberni Athletic Hall,
Port Alberni;
• June 3—Union Bay Community Hall,
Union Bay.
The meetings will feature information open
houses from 2–5pm, presentations about the
mine from 6–7pm, and public comments
from 7–10pm.

‘We’re very disappointed that there will be
only three public meetings, and that Fanny
Bay, Denman Island, Hornby Island and
Qualicum aren’t included,’ said CoalWatch
president John Snyder. ‘The proposed coal
mine would have huge impacts throughout
the region, and it’s important for everyone to
have their say.’
As part of an ongoing campaign against
the proposed coalmine, singer-songwriter
David Rovics will perform Friday, May 20 at
the Denman Island Back Hall to raise funds
for direct action against controversial
Vancouver Island mining projects.
Meanwhile, the BC Ministry of Energy &
Mines recently made a $12-million
investment for Geoscience BC to continue
providing data for oil and gas exploration,
The Minister responsible said, ‘We know this
funding is a strong investment in our
province’s future, leading to good paying jobs
and healthy communities.’ 0

SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue
Nanaimo—Across from the Hospital

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd
South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall
Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd
Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall
Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd, CO-OP

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave
Campbell River—Island Highway near Larwood Rd
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MP May led strong Greens
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It’s a frog’s life. A sure sign of spring, they provide
photo ops in Susan’s pond every year.

Elizabeth May’s election victory in Saanich-Gulf Islands led
a number of strong Green Party showings in electoral
districts elsewhere in Canada. The Greens ran candidates in
304 ridings.
In Dufferin-Caledon, Green Party candidate Ard Van
Leeuwen ran second to the winning Conservative, polling
more votes than both the NDP and Liberal candidates. The
riding is centred northwest of Toronto, described as largely
rural with small farms, ranches and conservation areas.
Giving the lie to media reports that the Green Party ran
in only one riding (Saanich-Gulf Islands), in fact Green Party
candidates ran third in 18 electoral areas in Western
Canada. The party beat the NDP in Yukon with nearly 20%
of the vote, and bested Liberals in Okanagan-Shuswap,
Nanaimo-Cowichan, Southern Interior, Cariboo-Prince
George, Prince George-Peace River, Kootenay-Columbia,
and Kamloops-Thompson-Cariboo in BC; Wild Rose,
Calgary Southeast, Red Deer, Yellowhead, VegrevilleWainwright, Macleod, Wetaskiwin, Peace River, and
Crowfoot in Alberta; and Brandon-Souris in Manitoba.
Adriane Carr polled over 15% of the vote for the Greens
in Vancouver Centre, and Greens polled over 10% in Calgary
Centre-North, Victoria, and Calgary Centre. 0
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economy. This is translated into a $1.2 billion increase in
the province’s exports, and into an estimated 24,400
‘better-paying’ jobs (Premier Campbell claimed 100,000
jobs).
The most striking immediate effect of HST
implementation is a net increase in provincial sales tax
revenue of some $600 million annually, after taking all
rebates and tax breaks for families into account. This
increase results from a $1.33 billion net increase in taxes
paid by families, and a $730 million net decrease in taxes
paid by businesses.
Premier Campbell originally claimed that the switch to
the HST would be ‘revenue-neutral’, after considering
rebates to lower-income families and tax breaks. This was
clearly incorrect.
It is now obvious that the objective of the switch to HST
was to provide the provincial government with a broader
sales tax base (including services), and thus higher sales tax
revenues, while at the same time reducing business taxes.

Counting on Economic Growth
This business tax reduction was and is expected to result in
economic growth, which would in turn yield tax revenue
increases, not from business, but from a growing consumer
tax base. This estimated growth was fully anticipated when
calculating the benefits of the HST to BC businesses and the
provincial government.
As an illustration of this type of logic, consider the panel’s
rebuttal to concerns that applying the 12% HST to the price
of new houses will damage the residential construction
industry:
‘For those paying more than $525,000 for a newly built
home, it means paying more sales tax than before. Some of
that impact will be diminished by lower construction costs
that will reduce the price. But the sales tax costs of buying a
newly built home with a price tag above $525,000 are now
higher. Our analysis suggests this negative impact of the
HST will be short-lived. By 2014, residential construction
will rise because the HST system will increase economic
activity, wages and jobs. By 2020, residential construction

Rainwater Harvesting Systems
A B O V E & B E L O W G RO U ND A P PL I C A T I O N S
FEATURING

world leading
brands

On Time & On Budget

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca

The Consumer’s Bottom Line
The panel’s report includes a calculation that the annual
improvement in the provincial economy will steadily grow
to be worth $820 per family in 2020. Over the eight years
from 2012 to 2020, (and assuming that the family receives
all the benefit from this increase—a 100% ‘trickle-down’
effect!) this could total $3,280 in extra income per family
(the annual net gain would average $410 for each of 8 years).
The report also projects the family would pay $350 per year
in extra sales taxes; if we assume that doesn’t increase , that
would be $2,800 over eight years (8 x $350).
Net total gain for the family is $480 ($3,280 minus
$2,800) over the eight years. Thus, provincial sales taxes
take nearly all the family’s share of the supposed gain in the
provincial economy.

The Government’s Bottom Line
The panel confirms the real purpose of the tax: ‘The HST
taxes the growing part of our economy—services—and will
provide extra revenue to fund hospitals, schools, roads and
other important public services you rely on.’
It goes on to threaten: ‘In contrast, moving back to the
PST/GST will likely mean refunding the federal government
$1.6 billion in transition money and, in the first year alone,
put a $531-million hole in the provincial budget.’
And finally: ‘It’s your decision.’ 0

MARINE ECO-TOURS
VINEYARDS BY SEA
SALTSPRING MARKET
SIDNEY MARKET
SCUBA DIVING
YACHT MGMT
VESSEL TRAINING
PRIVATE CHARTERS

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker
250-537-9710

The Business Bottom Line
The panel says: ‘Our consensus is the HST will be a net
benefit to the economy. But you shouldn’t expect dramatic
results overnight. It’s a tax that offers incremental benefits
over time by:
• Making most businesses more competitive;
• Reducing administrative costs to businesses;
• Reducing the cost of producing goods and services;
• Creating more jobs.
Our panel acknowledges it’s hard to put concrete
numbers to these future benefits.’
The panel assumes that 90% of business HST savings are
passed on to the customer in the form of lower prices. It’s
hard to see how this can all be true, particularly given the
other alternatives available to business: new investment or
increased profits. This is why several recent studies have
concluded that tax reductions for business do not
necessarily result in job creation.

/(7·63/$<
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Tide Table Courtesy of

will be 1.9% higher under the HST than it would have been
under the PST/GST.’
A similar argument, supported by a misleading graph, is
used to dismiss complaints from the restaurant industry.

NEW!

Wholesale Distributors to Contractors & DIY’s for over 40 years
DEALER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

250-360-6393
250-360-6219
GIOA@SHAW.CA
GULFISLANDSADVENTURES.COM
LOCATED AT POETS COVE ON PENDER ISLAND
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saturna notes
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— Priscilla Ewbank

O

ur big pond has had a spectacular bloom of flying
bugs and the water reflects violet–green swallows,
barn swallows, and rough–winged swallows twirling
and skimming—catching this food bonanza on the wing.
A couple of pairs of smart-looking buffleheads, three
common merganser females, Canada geese, yellow-rumped
warblers, pacific-slope flycatchers, and eagles are also using
the pond (as well as the ubiquitous robins, juncos, pine
siskins etc).
Last week garter snakes were suddenly all over the farm,
mostly close to rock walls and outcroppings. I am used to
their slim heads and their defense mechanism of a fast slide
to somewhere else when our paths cross.
Moving some mulching straw in the garden, I was
surprised to see a coiled, grey-coloured snake. While I was
flipping through my internal rolodex of snakes and snake
behavior, this snake puffed up its coils, reared its head up,
opened its triangular pink mouth and hissed! My primal
self was engaged—informed by a childhood of growing up
in rattlesnake country—and I leapt backwards. Curious,
with fast –beating heart, I nabbed the snake for closer, safe
scrutiny, popping it into a plastic flower pot.
The Salt Spring kids at the Saturna Ecological Education
Centre were up the hill at the camp site getting ready to lead
the Pender Spring Leaves Home Learners in their stay at
camp. I called on them to help me identify this feisty snake
while I held it. And yes, it is a garter snake; one of the three
local varieties, western garter snake, the most aggressive of
the lot—no rattles, no vertical iris, no pit between the eyes—
just a garter snake with a snappy disposition! And it will
bite!
This is the time for emergence of all reptiles. Keep your
eyes peeled for the elusive sharp tailed snake, alligator
lizards and painted turtles. They are all suffering from low
population numbers and their communities are being
monitored by the Habitat Acquisition Trust.

Rebranding
I have never had such a response as I have to the article I
wrote last edition on the misguided ‘refit’ of the Mayne
Queen. Islanders from Bowen and other Gulf Islands,
Victoria and Saturna have written, called, and spoken to me
to say how sad and startled they are by the changes made
to the social areas of the ferry.
Apparently, the Powell River Queen and the Bowen
Queen are next up for ‘rebranding’. What could I do to Stop
it? Can I move beyond a writing an article? With a ferry
corporation that does not consider how the ferry service
connects people to places and has no mindset to be
accountable, it is difficult to know where to start to make a
constructive impact.
Humour can be provocative and effective. I have
considered organizing a lifestyle drawing class conducted
on one of the freezing metal tables of the Mayne Queen. Or
perhaps ‘Adopt a Table’, like the highways program, and
personalize it.
A multiple-head screwdriver can be made available in
SATURNA, please turn to page 7

SHORELINE
DESIGN
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in water
Spe
access
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Measuring a snake. Western Garter Snakes may be large and able to bite, but they are fairly harmless.

LAND ACT:
nOTICe OF InTenTIOn
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITIOn OF
CROWn LAnD
Take notice that Strata
Corporation
ePS90
of
Salt Spring Island , BC, intends
to make application to Ministry
of Natural Resource Operations
(MNRO), West Coast Service
Centre, for a Licence of
Occupation
Strata
Residential Moorage situated
on Provincial Crown land
located at Sansum narrows.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File # 1413568
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Natural Resource
Operations at 142 - 2080
Labieux Rd, Nanaimo, BC, V9T
6J9,
or
emailed
to:
A u t h o r i z i n g A g e n c y.
n a n a i m o @ g o v. b c . c a .
Comments will be received by
MNRO until june 29, 2011.
MNRO may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Application
Posting/index.jsp for more
information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor.
Advertisement Map
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SEAT SALE

FROM MARCH 13 TO MAY 31
ABSOLUTELY NO RESTRICTIONS

Vancouver
Nanaimo

Int. Airport

Departure Bay

79 69 59
+ HST

SOUTHERN

GULF ISLANDS

+ HST

SALT SPRING ISL.
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DEPARTURE BAY

VANCOUVER

VANCOUVER

VANCOUVER

VANCOUVER INT. AIRPORT

VANCOUVER INT. AIRPORT

VANCOUVER INT. AIRPORT

RESERVATIONS: 1-800-447-3247
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Galiano I.
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SEAIRSEAPLANES.COM
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Editorial: Not Just Another MP

anada’s May 2 national election, and the campaigns
that preceded it, demonstrated the destruction of
democracy from within. A pre-game flurry of attack
ads insulted both the voters and the politicians.
The opportunity to embrace a Canadian vision was lost
to a political hockey game, complete with winners, losers,
high sticking, head shots, concussions, and numerous
pollsters keeping score. Only four party leaders were
allowed to play. Canada’s media oligopoly set the rules and
provided the referees. It was a contest of fear, the real stuff
of all political games. Issues, the real stuff of government,
were never on the ice.
The winners, as usual, were the team with the most
players left standing at the end of the night: a false majority,
supported by a minority of voters. First-past-the-post won
again; the fans lost. They expressed their disgust by not
supporting the Liberals, and in Quebec, by destroying the
Bloc Quebecois and backing the NDP.

The Ray of Sunshine
There was one exception: largely barred from the national
electoral game, Green Party Leader Elizabeth May won
Saanich-Gulf Islands decisively with an old-fashioned
campaign—meet the voters!—and two thousand volunteers.
Much is now expected of her, not only by her
constituents, but by the nation. Singlehandedly, she has
pledged to bring civility to question period. It’s about time,
and it will be symbolic of a new respect for the democratic
process.
But in a polarized Parliament, her real task will be to
restore the political centre to a house with strong ideological
differences. Her avowed modus operandi will be to

Tel: 250-629-3660 • Fax: 250-629-3838

Off-Island Canadian Print Subscription $44.80
Voluntary Mail & Box Pick-up Subscription $28.00
International Subs: $60.00 • Free online PDF

The Ideas
To identify Canada’s political centre, Canadians should refer
to the Green Party platform, which was totally ignored by
the national media during the election.
The Green platform is not single-issue thinking. It covers
the complete spectrum of national concerns under three
main headings: Smart Economy, Strong Communities, and
True Democracy. It also includes a complete federal
government budget proposing changes in revenues and
spending reflecting proposed Green Party initiatives, and
reducing the deficit.
This platform is not an amateur effort. It has been
created by a talented group of informed, concerned
Canadians. It reconciles economic and environmental
concerns. It covers a broad spectrum of government
policies. It describes a historic vision of Canada as an
independent, responsible nation in a complicated world.

Not Just An‘OTH’er MP
On election night as the results were coming in, the CBC
disingenuously labelled Elizabeth May as ‘OTH’, rather than
Green Party. In fact, she is actually ‘something else’!
May will not be ‘a lone voice crying in the wilderness’.
She will be outspoken, constructive, always well–informed
and thoughtful, and tremendously influential. She is not a
leader without a party. Her real constituency is not just
Saanich-Gulf Islands, but throughout Canada.
Island Tides will publish an in-depth interview with
Elizabeth May about her plans as MP in our next edition. 0

Readers’ Letters

Email:news@islandtides.com & islandtides@islandtides.com

Deadline: Wednesday Between Publications

construct alliances around specific issues, recruiting
independent thinkers from all parties to support reasonable
and practical ideas, policies, and initiatives.

BCFS Officers & Engineers
Dear Editor:
In regards to your article ‘Excluded senior officers refuse
BCFS offers’ in the May 5 edition: as an employee of BCFS
and one of the many who could and will be affected by this
ruling, I appreciate the article and the exposure of our
efforts.
In the article you refer to Officers and Engineers. Marine
Engineers are also Ship’s Officers, it is just that we are not
seen most of the time and do not wear the uniform while at
work. When we are seen it would be in our ‘work uniform’
which happens to be white coveralls.
The structure between Deck and Engineering is very
much the same on a large vessel: there is the Master/Chief
Engineer—both heads of their departments (Master has
overall responsibility for vessel and passengers).
Next is the Chief Offficer/First Engineer—both officers
of the watch, followed by the Second Officer/Third
Engineer. This makes up the Officer profile of the crew.
There are also Deckhands and an Engine Room Assistant,
which are considered Ratings, plus the Catering Crew.
This path we are wandering down is going to lead to
problems in the future. As you said, there is already a
shortage of officers worldwide, and people are not knocking
down the door for jobs at BCF. The ones who do come only
want to work in the big cities and the smaller routes
continue to suffer. When I started here 13 years ago, there
was a huge casual and staffing pool of Engineers of all ranks
on Salt Spring. Fast forward to today and it is just about
non–existent. Keep up the good work.
Trevor Besson, First Engineer, Queen Of Nanaimo

Calculating Coal Trips
Dear Editor:
I am writing in response to a letter from Len Walker in
Island Tides’ April 21 edition.
Mr Walker wonders ‘how many truckloads (of coal) a
day will travel through Cathedral Grove, to and from the
deep sea dock at Port Alberni. if the Raven Underground
Coalmine is given government approval to mine and export
coal to Asia. The Raven project is situated on Vancouver
Island near Buckley Bay, south of Courtenay.
Based on conservative estimates, if the mine operates for

16 years, shipping coal 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, as
anticipated by John Tapics CEO, it is possible to do some
calculations. (I am allowing for 3 weeks shutdown per year
for holidays, machinery and mine maintenance.)
• 75 loads/day x 7 days per week = 525 one-way trips to
Port Alberni (1050 trips per week if one counts returns to
the mine for reloads);
• 49 ‘weeks per year’: 49 x 1050 = 51,450 truck passages
per year;
• 16 years: 16 x 51,450=823,200 trips
Coal would be transported by B Train trucks (trucks loaded
with coal pulling trailers loaded with coal) along the Island
Highway onto Highway 4 with its steep grades and
constricted curves, night and day, good weather and bad.
One can only begin to imagine the inevitability of severe
accidents and the impacts on residents, tourists and
businesses in Port Alberni and Ucluelet and Tofino—too
much traffic competing for too little road access.
In addition, there have been suggestions that possible
open pit mines near the Raven project could piggyback on
the infrastructure and capital investment needed for Raven.
Should this happen, my 823,000 trip estimate would be
very conservative indeed.
Karl A.J. Goodwin, Denman Island

Petitioning Against Rezoning
Dear Editor:
Peninsula Co-op has been circulating a petition in favour of
rezoning 6 acres of prime farmland so they can build a big
box store and office space on West Saanich Road.
Not only is this property outside of the urban
containment boundary, the proposal is inconsistent with
the community’s official plan and would set a dangerous
precedent for real estate speculation. It would create a new
commercial zone that would start urban sprawl, impact
neighbourhoods, create traffic congestion and likely have
negative consequences for the Keating and Brentwood
Village commercial areas.
So far the Co-op has not provided members and
residents with an alternative petition, so we have created
one, available at http://coopactionnetwork.ca/residentspetition/.
Jeanette, Co-op Action Network 0

Bring your recyclaBles to us…
We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.

A Truly Island Home

Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

250.539.2936

saturna general store
101 narvaez Bay road, saturna island

Build your Dream • Build it Green
Prefab custom home packages

866-352-5503

• Qualified builders available

• Visit one of our island show homes

www.mandalahomes.com

• Off grid options

info@mandalahomes.com

Join us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/MandalaHomes
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‘What’s On?’
Every Saturday until Thanksgiving

Pender Islands’ Farmers’ Market—you never know what
you’ll find or who you’ll meet; ‘grow your own’ workshops
10:30am; fresh, local produce; baked goods; local art & artisan
works • Community Hall • Saturdays, 9:30am-1pm • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Saturdays May 28 & June 4

Pender Film Group Screenings—MAy 28: Inside Job
(2010)—tracing the rise of a rogue financial industry; discussion
afterwards • JuNE 4: Biutiful (screening of Another Year
postponed) • Community Hall • 7:30pm • By donation • Info:
www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

May 14 to June 4
Susan Haigh & Beverly Chicoine at
Starfish Gallery—Salt Spring artist Susan
Haigh’s paintings depict the floral
landscapes around Salt Spring while
Saskatchewan-based
artist
Beverly
Chicoine’s Stone Barns capture the beauty of the prairie
landscapes • Starfish Gallery & Studio, Grace Point Square • Info:
www.starfishgalleryandstudio.com, 250-537-4425 • ON SALT
SPRING ISLAND

Thurs, May 19 thru Sun, May 29

uno Fest—Intrepid Theatre presents Canada’s
singular live theatre event; live comedy, drama,
dance, multi-media and performance workshops
• Single tickets $16 or passes $65 for 5 shows • 250590-6291 • Multiple venues downtown •
www.intrepidtheatre.com • IN VICTORIA

Friday thru Monday, May 20–23

Scenic Island Boat Tours—get out on the water with
Saltwater Moon Charters • Departing from Browning Harbour
Marina • $40 per person, 4–person minimum • Info: Mike
Hamson, 250-629-6832 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Friday & Saturday, May 20 & 21

Ethnobotany & Traditional Medicine —learn about local
edible plants, traditional medicine, shamanism, basketry &
indigenous ways of knowing with Dr Walker, PhD, honorary
member and elder of Eastern Woodland Metis Nation •
Sponsored by Salt Spring Island Conservancy • TALk: May 20,
7pm, Community Gospel Hall, admission by donation, cookies
will be served • WALk: May 21, 10am–12pm, Registration:
250-538-0318, $10 • Info: 250-653-9710 or mwalker@mta.ca •
ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Vancouver
Island & All The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT: $33.60, With image $39.20 (maximum 45 words) •

MULTI-VENUE: $44.80, With image $50.04 (maximum.70 words) • Credit card payment with order

Saturday, May 21

SEAFEST 2011: ‘The Oyster Festival’—oysters, mussels,
clams & prawns in outrageous gourmet fixins with music & crafts
• Squirrel Cove • Serving starts 11:30am • Tickets: Adults $18;
Kids’ Menu & Prices • Info: Kristen, usualmagic@telus.net • ON
CORTES ISLAND

Sat, Sun & Mon, May 21, 22 & 23

Thursday, June 2

Victoria Day Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy the
wavepool, waterslide, pirate ship, toddler pool, swirlpool, family
change rooms, steam, sauna & diving boards. Fun Leaders will be
on deck running activities & games with the kids •
Sat: 1–4pm & 6:30–8:30pm; Sun: 1–4pm & 6:30-8:30pm; Mon:
10am–12pm, 1–4pm • Saanich Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk
Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • 24–hour
Swim Info-line: 250-475-7620 or www.saanich.ca • IN SAANICH

Sat, Sun, May 21, 22 & Fri, June 10
Russian Choral Masterpieces Concert Tour—Voces
Intimae, Victoria’s professional choir, conductor Tony Booker
(former student at the St Petersburg Conservatory), perform
sonorous a capella music • PARkSVILLE: May 21, 7:30pm, Knox
United Church, 345 Pym St; SALT SPRING ISLAND: May 22,
3:30pm, All Saints by the Sea, 110 Park Dr; VICTORIA: June 10,
7:30pm, St Mary’s Church, 1701 Elgin Rd • Tickets $15/$20 •
Info: vocesintimae@shaw.ca, http://vivocesintimae.blogspot.com/ • IN
PARKSVILLE, ON SALT SPRING ISLAND & IN VICTORIA

Tuesday, May 24

16th Annual Bob Dylan Birthday Party—an
evening listening to or performing your favourite Bob
Dylan tunes (musicians: call Carolyn Oko 250-5399806) • Galiano Community Hall • Potluck 5:30pm,
show 7pm, Bob’s cake at 10pm • Admission: donation
to Galiano Community Land & Housing Trust • Info: Tom
Hennessy 250-539-2930 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Richard Margison in Concert—Gulf Island
Concerts Series (Pender) presents Richard
Margison with Kinza Tyrrell • School Auditorium
• 7:30pm • Admission: adults $25, children $5,
high school students $12 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Sat & Sunday, June 4 & 5
Quadra Island Studio Tour—23 studios & 34 artists &
craftspeople, group exhibition at Quadra Community Centre •
Sat: 10am–5pm; Sun: 10am–4pm • Tickets: $5, kids under 13
free @ Campbell River Art Gallery, Comox Valley Art Gallery
(Courtenay), Hummingbird Office Supply, Quadra Tourist Info
Centre, Quadra Island Resorts • Info: www.quadraislandarts.com
• ON QUADRA ISLAND

Sunday, June 5

Pancake
Breakfast
Pender
Islands
Lions
Club/HealthCare Society—enjoy a hearty pancake & sausage
breakfast; proceeds to help purchase equipment for medical
clinic• Memories Restaurant • Sunday 8–10am • Tickets: Adults
$10, Children Under 12 $5 • Info: Mark Slater 250-629-3172 or
Shirley LePers 250-629-6541 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Thursday, July 7

Thursday, May 26

Herb Walk—wild weeds as medicines & food with medical
herbalist Chanchal Cabrera MSc • Innisfree Farm • 6:3o–8pm •
$12.50+HST • Info & registration: www.chanchalcabrera.com,
250-336-8767 • IN COURTENAY

Fri thru Sun, May 27–29

Saturday, May 28

The Story of Stuff—Annie Leonard appears as part of the
Centre for Child Honoring Speakers Series • 3pm • Community
Gospel Chapel, 147 Vesuvius Bay Rd • Tickets: $15, Students $5,
@ Salt Spring Books & Morningside Organic Bakery • Info:
http://childhonoring.org/events.html • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Food As Medicine—workshop on spring cleansing with diet
& herbs, plus herbs for digestive health with medical herbalist
Chanchal Cabrera MSc • Innisfree Farm • Weekend workshop •
$285 +HST • Info & registration: www.chanchalcabrera.com,
250 336 8767 • IN COURTENAY

Live In Concert—Alison Krauss & Union
Station featuring Jerry Douglas–26 time
Grammy Award Winner • Comox Valley
Exhibition Grounds • Tickets: $50 with
Vancouver Island MusicFest ticket; $65 for Concert Ticket Only
• Info: 1-866-898-8499, www.islandmusicfest.com • IN THE
COMOX VALLEY

Fri thru Sun, July 8-10
Vancouver Island MusicFest's Earlybird
tickets till June 30—6 stages of music; David
Crosby, Arrested Development, Rodney Crowell,
Randy Newman, Holly Cole, Albert Lee & John
Jorgensen, Jon Anderson & more to come; on-site riverside
camping, kids stuff, green festival projects • Earlybird price:
Adult $149, Senior $119, Youth (13-18) $69, 1-866-898-8499 •
Info: www.islandmusicfest.com • IN THE COMOX VALLEY

Islands Trust meetings
The next quarterly business meeting of the
Islands Trust Council will take place on
June 14–16 at the Seniors Centre on
Denman Island.
Trust Council Sessions will include a
presentation by the Denman Island Marine
Stewardship Committee, information on
Carbon Offset/Carbon Neutral Operations,
and Rural by Design: Practical Island
Examples, featuring the Siskin Lane and
Everwoods developments on Cortes Island.
There will also be a decision on Community
Stewardship Awards, and representations
to the province about ferry fares.

To make a formal presentation, contact
Marie Smith at the Islands Trust Victoria
office
before
May
30,
email
msmith@islandstrust.bc.ca
or
fax
250.405.5155. A copy of the agenda will be
available at the Victoria, Salt Spring and
Gabriola Island Trust offices after June 7.
There will also be a community
information meeting May 21, on Hornby
Island, relating to vacation rentals
regulations. For information, visit
www.islandstrust.bc.ca or contact Brodie
Porter at 250–405–5170. 0

Counting Canadians

The 2011 Census is now underway, with more than 15 million dwellings have received
yellow census packages. For the first time, 60% of households will receive a letter replacing
the traditional paper questionnaire. This letter provided information to allow respondents
to complete the questionnaire online. It also contain a toll-free number respondents can
call to request a paper questionnaire if preferred.
On the Gulf Islands and other areas difficult to enumerate, paper questionnaires were
delivered by hand. If you were out and haven’t found your form, look by the other door!
May 10 was the big night, so don’t forget who was in your beds that night! 0

How comfortable

is your home?

Photo by Rachel Grigg
FLICKR PROFILE: Ray L G

Help Shape the Future of Your
Regional Parks & Trails
The Citizen Advisory Panel to the CRD Regional Parks Committee has
prepared a draft strategic plan that would set the direction for regional
parks and trails over the next decade.
Community consultations are being held to review the Draft Regional
Parks Strategic Plan. We want to hear your feedback.
Galiano Island – May 30
Galiano (South) Community Hall, 2-4 pm
Mayne Island – May 25
Agricultural Hall, 1-3 pm
Pender Island – June 2
Pender Islands Community Hall, 1-3 pm
Saturna Island – June 1
Community Hall, 1-3 pm
Unable to attend a meeting? Go to the online feedback form.

WINDOWS/DOORS • SOLAR • HEAT PUMPS • WOOD STOVES • FIREPLACES & MORE
BOOK A FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION

250.386.7643
homeworks.ca
SHOWROOM LOCATION: #6 - 1950 Government Street, Victoria

www.crd.bc.ca/parks |
250.478.3344

Find us on Facebook
CRD Regional Parks Strategic Plan
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FOR SEPTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS







Time-proven for over 25 years
No maintenance required
Lower overall cost
Fits any lot shape
Best choice for
sensitive lakeside properties
 Passive system—no power required
Authorized Representative:
BWD Engineering Inc.
15822 – 106A Avenue
Surrey, B.C., V4N 1K7
Phone: (604) 789-2204
Fax: (604) 582-8231
Web: www.bwdeng.ca

CORPORATION

eljen.com

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Photo: Jeff Lederman

Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Harbour porpoise ‘Siyay’, who was stranded on Salt Spring Island on April 26, is still being cared for at
the Vancouver Aquarium Marine Mammal Centre. Centre Manager Lindsaye Akhurst attributes his survival
to the excellent collaboration between the public, Department of Fisheries & Oceans, Coast Guard and
Island Wildlife Natural Care Centre, who made the initial rescue. ‘Their quick response was a huge part of
his success,’ said Akhurst, who is ‘cautiously optimistic’ about Siyay’s condition.

News Briefs

Going Boating? Be BOATsmart!

Spring Tune-up Special
10% oﬀ parts during the month of April
Tell us you saw it in

For those who do not yet have their Pleasure Craft Operator
Card (PCOC), Transport Canada has created an updated
exam and reminds that failure to present a PCOC while
operating a power boat can result in a $250 fine. The new
exam has increased from 36 to 50 questions. Boaters who
do the test online must complete an online study guide prior
to taking the exam. BOATsmart! Canada and Canadian
Power
&
Sail
Squadron
conduct
exams:
www.boatsmartexam.com, www.cps-ecp.ca.

Fire Restrictions

www.seapower.ca

250-656-4341

Backyard burning restrictions are now in effect in the
Coastal Fire Centre, but campfires are still allowed. The ban
does not apply within the boundaries of local governments
that have open fire bylaws and are serviced by a fire
department, so check with your local authority before
burning. You may be able to burn after buying a permit.

‘Brie’ the Best you Can Be

This home is only $110,602 to lock up
with a 2ft foundation on your property!
At Trafalgar Homes, we believe the time has come
for AFFORDABLE home options.
If the home of your dreams is one that ﬁts comfortably within
your budget, the licensed builder to choose is

T R A FA LG A R H O M E S
Visit www.trafalgarhomes.ca/it to receive your promotional oﬀer

1-866-971-0239

Picture the fields of grazing cows, barns and cheesemakers
that produced all three finalists in the 2011 Canadian Cheese
Grand Prix—but don’t envision the Quebec countryside.
Canada’s best brie and camembert are made on Vancouver
Island. Little Qualicum Cheeseworks’ Island Bries won the
‘soft cheese with bloomy rind’ category. ‘What a great
addition to our tenth anniversary celebrations!’ said owner
and head cheesemaker Nancy Gourlay. Natural Pastures
Cheese Company’s Comox Brie and Comox Camembert
were the other category finalists.

Barreling Toward Sustainability
As part of a new campaign to promote rainwater
management, the Capital Regional District’s Stormwater,
Harbours and Watersheds program (SHWP) is launching
‘Rain Barrels 101’. Participants can enter a draw for one of
20 rain barrels to be given away in June. ‘This pilot project
campaign will offer residents a great way to learn more
about stormwater management and practice good
rainwater management,’ said Glenn Harris, Senior
Manager, Environmental Protection. Rainwater collection
can slow stormwater runoff and encourage natural
infiltration. For information, visit www.sustainableu.ca. 0

Federal election results on
BC’s south coast

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Vancouver Island North

PARTY

CANDIDATE

# VOTES

%

Conservative John Duncan
27,206 46.1
NDP
Ronna-Rae Leonard
25,379 43.0
Liberal
Mike Holland
3,039 5.2
Green Party
Sue Moen
3,018 5.1
Independent
Jason Draper
304 0.5
Marxist-Leninist Frank Martin
57 0.1
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Nanaimo-Alberni

PARTY

CANDIDATE

# VOTES

%

Conservative James Lunney
30,469 46.4
NDP
Zenaida Maartman
25,165 38.3
Liberal
Renée Amber Miller
4,984 7.6
Green Party
Myron Jespersen
4,482 6.8
Pirate Party
Jesse Schroeder
363 0.6
CHP Canada
Frank Wagner
94 0.1
Marxist-Leninist Barbara Biley
81 0.1
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Nanaimo–Cowichan

PARTY

CANDIDATE

# VOTES

%

NDP
Jean Crowder
31,272 48.9
Conservative
John Koury
24,497 38.3
Green Party
Anne Marie Benoit
5005 7.8
Liberal
Brian Fillmore
3007 4.7
Marxist-Leninist Jack East
170 0.3
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Saanich–Gulf Islands

PARTY

CANDIDATE

# VOTES

%

Green Party Elizabeth May
31,890 46.3
Conservative
Gary Lunn
24,544 35.7
NDP
Edith Loring-Kuhanga
8,185 11.9
Liberal
Renée Hetherington
4,208 6.1
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Independent
Dental Hygiene
in a relaxed setting
Registered Dental Hygienists
offering:
• scaling • root planing
• polishing • whitening
• other services
Celebrating 9 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

250-655-4884
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Saturna Island. Two bedroom, like
new, house for longterm rental.
Fireplace, deck, washer/dryer, fridge,
stove, dishwasher. No smoking.
$850/mo+ utilities. 250-539-2975

HELP WANTED
Cleaners: Currents Resort at Otter
Bay. Part-time 1, 2, or 3 days/week
(no weekends). June 27–Sept. 2.
Please drop off resumes at office:
2315 MacKinnon Road or email to
julia.currents@gmail.com
Executive Director: Salt Spring
Island Conservancy. To learn
more & apply for this interesting
& rewarding position, see
www.saltspringconservancy.com

AUTOMOTIVE
GSAAutoRentals
FREE!
Bookwiththebest!
Pick-Upfrom
SwartzBayFerry Terminal&
VictoriaAirport

Monthlyfrom$655
Weeklyfrom$235
Mentionthisadfordiscount

Rent

QualityPre-Owned
Cars&Minivans

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788

• Docks • Moorings
• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up
also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

Quadra Island. 2 Getaway Cabins.Private, peaceful, panoramic. Studio
and one-bedroom, all amenities and
soaker tubs-www.lunavista.ca

Chris West
Dive Services
250-888-7199
250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

SATURNA from page 3

each lounge. Should you need to sleep on a bench, you could
drop the seat-separators and screw them back up when you
leave.
Pender commuters have suggested padded ferry pants
to prevent haemorrhoids on the cold, cheese-grater seats.
You don them after boarding and return them to a bin as
you leave the ferry. Another suggestion is that as soon as the
Pender Community Hall gets its new padded chairs, the
large cardboard boxes of miscellaneous cushions at the Hall
be placed aboard the Mayne Queen for passenger comfort.

Water In The Well
On the lines of ‘you never miss the water until the well runs
dry’ (or turns salty), our Local Trust Committee with
facilitator Ron Monk hosted and funded a Groundwater
Information session, attended by about 70 Islanders.
Ministry and governmental agencies were represented,
including VIHA, Ministry of the Environment, CRD, and
our trust planner.
The Islands Trust–initiated seminar went a long way to
educating us about the local geological processes at work,
and raised important issues about care of this common
bounty.
East Point—a densely subdivided, 113–lot, sandstone
projection into the Strait of Georgia—still has 53 more lots

Design & Build

Foundations & Framing
Siding & Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Renovations & Additions
Timberworks & Arbors
25 years experience
Licensed & Insured
Call Ron for free estimate
rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885

• WAter Wells
• HYdroFrActurIng

Ltd.

to Improve Well YIelds

• drIllIng For geosource

1-800-746-7444
250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com
drill@drillwell.com

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198

S tanding S eam
m etal R oofing

An Island Family Business for 46
Years!

f oR W ateR
C olleCtion S yStemS
ALSO

www.gsaautorentals.com

•INSTALLED •SERVICED
•MAINTAINED

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES
E V A ES
E
NC
Besley
A
L ROOFING N

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

GETAWAYS

MOORINGS

• Foreshore Applications

Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!

terry@gsaautorentals.com

MARINE
On Time & On Budget

HAVE BOAT • WILL TRAVEL

FOR RENT

250-474-7325

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

20+ years experience
Metal roofs & torch-on
Excellent references.
BBB, Licensed, Insured,
WCB, Visa, M/C.

www.soarecontracting.com

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599
- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

Dave’s Drilling
& Blasting
Dave
250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640
“We don’t stand
behind our work,
we stand behind a tree.”



to develop on the fringes and a scantily–developed center
area that is an important part of recharging the aquifer.
More and more East Pointers are using entirely
rainwater catchment to meet their needs. The Islands Trust,
after much local input, just passed a bylaw requiring water
storage and containment for new buildings and major
renovations.
Saturna Islanders are incredibly fortunate, in that Diana
Allen, Acting Chair of the Department of Earth Sciences at
Simon Fraser University, has done 16 years of research on
groundwater on Saturna and other islands. Water in the
Gulf Islands is complex and fascinating. Three people who
are practicing geologists agreed on the description of how
the hydrogeology works, which was a good start for the
audience.
A lens of fresh water that many wells share sits on top of
salt water. Drilling and wells are paid for by individuals and
the water is sucked up to private property for private
distribution. However, in Canada, water belongs to the
Crown (the commons). Thus, care of quality and recharge
of the common aquifer is a responsibility for all.
The administrative agencies all agreed that rainwater
catchment and storage of water are the best solutions for
eking out the summer water supply and are supportive of
new regulations. 0

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years
d. a. sMitHson & sons

Well drillers
250-539-5252
250-478-6937
dasons@telus.net
www.smithsondrilling.com

Summer is Coming—Advertise!

250.629.3660

islandtides@islandtides.com

DOCKBUILDINGCOMPONENTS&ACCESSORIES

TM

“IfItFlowsͲWeGoWithIt!” 

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
MOORINGBUOYS&REGULATORY
BUOYSFOAMͲFILLED

x

FLOATATION
DOCKKITS
FRAMEHDW.
LADDERS
BUMPERS
CLEATS
GALV.STEEL
FRAMES
DECKING&
MORE

FOAM-FILLED FLOATATION
MOLDED & CUSTOM
DOCK&DECKBOXES

WholesaleDistributorstoContractors&DIY’sforover40years

DEALEROPPORTUNITIESAVAILABLE

IS YOUR

"From the first Blue Sky
Architecture have been
regionalists in the best
sense of the term. They
have been deeply involved
with the ecology and
topography of southern
British Columbia and its
wonderful interweave of sea,
forest, and rock ."

HELLIWELL + SMITH
BLUE SKY ARCHITECTURE

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

GULF ISLANDS WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Whole-house Treatment
• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

250-656-1334

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria /
Hardness / Arsenic

4090 Bayridge Ave West Vancouver BC V7V 3K1
t 01 604 921 8646 f 01 604 921 0755
bsa@blueskyarchitecture.com
www.blueskyarchitecture.com

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-412-1110 • 604- 630-1114 • 524 William Street, Victoria
250-339-6914 Comox Valley

www.watertiger.net

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1
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Permaculture: solutions for an uncertain future

W

hat permaculturists are doing is the most important activity
• Geoff Lawton established a food forest in Jordan,
that any group is doing on the planet. —David Suzuki
400m below sea level in salted soils (Greening the Desert

Why would Canada’s leading environmentalist say this? And video on Youtube). Using swales (water-harvesting ditches
on contour) the scarce Jordan
why are so many others
rainfall had a chance to be
agreeing?’
held in the soil, providing for
Now over 40-years-old,
fruit trees and even
Permaculture is proving itself:
mushrooms (which shocked
provide
on-the-ground,
local caretakers who had
affordable, practical, positive
never seen mushrooms
solutions to create happy,
before as there had never
healthy and wealthy lives.
been enough water to grow
Permaculture began with
them).
Bill Mollison in Australia.
• Sepp Holtzer established
While observing a forest, he
over
72 ponds and 9,000 fruit
pondered, ‘this forest doesn’t
trees
1500m above sea level in
need fertilizing, weeding or Permaculture students getting their garden growing.
the
Austrian
mountains. He
watering and yet it still
raises
fish
for
profit
(called
aquaculture)
and,
with his fruit
provides for all the life within it.’ Mollison then went on to
trees
and
other
crops,
provided
for
his
livelihood.
‘Once
design ‘food forests’ that provided food, fuel, fibre, and
planted,
I
do
absolutely
nothing,’
Holzer
told
Reuters.
‘It
medicine for human consumption with minimal human
really
is
just
nature
working
for
itself—no
weeding,
no
effort. This principle, to undertake the least amount of action
pruning, no watering, no fertilizer, no pesticides.’
for the most benefit, is central to the movement.
Such principles have produced some incredible results,
• Closer to home, Brandon Bauer created a perennial
both here and abroad:
(producing year-after-year) garden system on Salt Spring

— Javan bErnakEvitcH

Island. During the farm’s seventh year, human effort
dropped to 10%. What happened to production in Year 8
after this dramatic change? Nothing—the farm produced at
the same levels as Year 7. Bauer essentially created
perennial food systems that required less work and
maintenance over time.
Permaculture is the thoughtful observation of a
1,000–acre farm or a 3’x6’ balcony. With observation, we
can interpret and create systems for food and for
communities. It means harmonizing with existing patterns
to achieve maximum benefit.
For individuals, permaculture means less money, energy
and time to produce more food; the ability to ‘see’ resources
where others only see ‘waste’; tips and strategies to conserve
energy and strengthen communities; and real–world
solutions to increase happiness, health and wealth.
Taught in a three-week format, the Permaculture Design
Certificate is a great education opportunity to acquire
theory, hands–on experience, tools, methodology and skills.
Permaculture BC is hosting a local Permaculture Design
Certificate course on Salt Spring Island this summer from
June 26–July 15. 0
Learn more about permaculture or register for a course at
www.permaculturebc.com.

Decide for yourself. Learn more at HSTinBC.ca
You‛ve probably heard and seen a lot about HST — some negative, some positive.
Well, now you can have your say. From June 13th to July 22nd you‛ll vote whether to
keep HST or go back to PST plus GST. It‛s an important decision for our province,
so be sure to take the time to understand all the implications of the two tax
systems. And before you decide, put each tax option to the test at HSTinBC.ca

Milled
Toll Free 1.877.826.5461
www.tamlinhomes.com

LOG Home Packages

Our precision profiled 6x8 “D” logs are precut, prenotched,
and predrilled for simple and fast assembly.
A complete weather tight log home package that is delivered
right to your site.
Call us now and ask for our Gulf Island SPECIALS!

