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The newest member of the BC Ferries fleet, Baynes Sound Connector is also the longest cable ferry crossing in the world. It travels 1.9 kilometers between
Buckley Bay and Denman Island. The ferry operates with one drive cable and two guide cables.
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Youth win climate rights court case against
Washington State government

even young people in the United States have
won their environmental rights case against
the Washington State government, following
a historic ruling in a similar, federal case at the end
of April.
Judge Hollis Hill ordered the Washington State
Department of Ecology to publish a new
greenhouse gas emissions reduction rule by the end
of 2016. The ruling also requires the department to
make recommendations to the state legislature on
science-based greenhouse gas reductions in the
2017 legislative session, and to consult with the
youth practitioners beforehand.
The court case was supported by Our Children’s
Trust, an Oregon-based organization that is
currently involved in regional, national and
international cases of a similar kind, all with the aim
of creating a legal right to a healthy atmosphere and
a stable climate. The trust was involved in early
April’s groundbreaking ruling which saw US federal
courts uphold the environmental rights of youth
(See story, Island Tides, April 21, page 1).
‘This is an urgent situation,’ Justice Hill said in
the Washington ruling. ‘These kids can’t wait.’
Western Environmental Law Center attorney
Andrea Rodgers, who was representing the seven
children, said that this latest ruling is the first of its
kind. ‘For the first time, a US court not only
recognized the extraordinary harms young people
are facing due to climate change, but ordered an

agency to do something about it,’ Rodgers said.
‘[The Department of] Ecology is now court-ordered
to issue a rule that fulfills its constitutional and
public trust duty to ensure Washington does its part
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and protect the
planet.’
The case began in June of 2014, when the youth
filed a petition to the Department of Ecology
requesting that the agency create a rule to limit
greenhouse gas emissions in the state, and to
inform the legislature that existing regulations did
not meet the latest science and needed to be revised.
The department denied the petition in August
without disputing the climate science behind it, and
the young petitioners filed an appeal.
They won their appeal in June of 2015, and later
in that year Judge Hill requested that the
Department of Ecology create a greenhouse gas
rule. The court order came on April 29 of this year.
‘[The youths’] very survival depends upon the
will of their elders to act now, decisively and
unequivocally, to stem the tide of global warming,’
said Hill. ‘Before doing so becomes first too costly
and then too late.’
Cases similar to this one, also brought to court
by youth, are ongoing in several other states and in
the federal district court of Oregon. There are state
cases in North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Colorado,
Massachusetts and Oregon. 0
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Committee to study electoral reform

he federal government has
announced their intent to establish
an all-party committee to study
electoral reform.
The committee will be asked to identify
and study various systems of voting, such
as proportional representation and
preferential ballots, in order to find one
that can effectively replace the first-pastthe-post system. The committee will also
look into the issues of mandatory voting
and online voting.
Under the current system of first-pastthe-post, candidates must receive a
plurality of votes to win an election as
opposed to a majority of votes. Winning
parties often form government despite
being voted for by less than 50% of the
population. The current Liberal
government won only 39.5% of support,
but holds a majority of seats; similar to the
previous Conservative government.
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau made
electoral reform a plank in his election
campaign.
‘The government is committed to
ensuring that Canadians see real change
to the way politics and government work,’
said Dominic LeBlanc, the leader of
government in the House of Commons.
‘Parliamentarians will need to set aside
narrow partisan interests and engage in a
thoughtful and substantive dialogue with

each other and citizens.’

The Reform Process

The electoral reform committee will
include 10 members from three parties—
six Liberals, three Conservatives, and one
New Democrat. Green Party Leader and
Saanich-Gulf Islands Member of
Parliament Elizabeth May will be allowed
to attend meetings, along with one
member of the Bloc Québécois. However,
neither will have the right to vote or make
any motions. The committee chair will
also be a Liberal MP.
‘I’m pleased to be sitting at the table as
we consult Canadians on a crucial
government promise to make every vote
count,’ said May. ‘However, I’m
disappointed I won’t have the right to vote
at the committee.’
The committee will focus on five key
principles to pursue electoral reform: the
link between voter intention and election
results; how to foster civility in politics and
increase voter participation; steps to
strengthen inclusiveness and accessibility;
ways to safeguard the integrity of the
voting system; and, taking into account
local representation.
MPs are being asked to engage their
constituencies in town halls across the
country. The committee will table their
report on December 1, 2016. 0
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GabEnergy: Thank You Island Tides

Dear Editor:
It is both rewarding and motivating to see the surge in solar
photovoltaic installations across the Gulf Islands and on the
mainland of BC. The support of Island Tides in printing and
sharing the success stories of community and residential
installations is very important to the continued growth and
understanding of this and other alternative energy sources.
Throughout the southern Gulf Islands, we have an average
of almost 2000 hours of sunshine a year. That translates into
41% of daytime hours where the sun is shining—more than
Germany’s average where a solar and renewable energy
revolution is providing an exceptional amount of clean energy.
Yes, there is a carbon footprint associated with energy
production, but lower infrastructure costs and longer lifespans
make solar a smart choice. By providing BC residents with first
information about solar and renewable energy sources, and
then the opportunity to purchase the hardware at a reasonable
cost, our Gulf Island communities, individual residents, and
GabEnergy are making a difference.
We just wanted to say thank you for helping get the word out
on the positive social and economic impacts resulting from
these projects.
Patricia Rokosh, GabEnergy, Gabriola Island

Toxic Soil Dumpers Appeal Appealed

Dear Editor:
The CVRD has just launched a new appeal to overturn the
appeal to the decision to rescind the permit to dump
contaminated waste... Wait, where are we now? I’m getting so
confused!
Confusion: maybe that’s why this permit was granted in the
first place. Some bureaucrat was confused as to who to believe...
logic or big business; the science pointing out the risks to our
lake, or big business who are paying large amounts of cash into
the provincial coffers. Maybe if we think of the children who will
inherit our world, and the need for us to protect it now, the
confusion would pass.
Once again, I ask you to consider that our fight here in
Shawnigan is not restricted only to our location. The disregard
shown by our government for our environment is provincewide. Our government does not hear us, does not listen to logic,
and sure as heck does not care about us. That does not mean
they cannot be held to account, somehow and someday. Depend
on it.
If I performed my tasks the way our provincial government
does, my family, my friends and my loved ones would be
ashamed of me. All I can do is continue to communicate my
concerns to anyone who will listen.
Thanks, everyone, for continuing to fight for Shawnigan
Lake, in protest of the government-permitted contaminated soil
dump in our watershed.
Elaine Dale Fitch, Shawnigan Lake
www.islandtides.com

Readers’ Letters

Cigarette Butts Threaten Our Islands

Dear Editor:
Every day I go for an hour walk on Pender and no matter which
route I take, I see cigarette butts on the side of the road. It
continues to amaze me that people still flick their butts out of
their vehicles knowing that so many devastating fires have been
caused by cigarette butts.
What can communities do to help educate people that
flicking butts on to the side of the road is irresponsible and could
be life- and community-threatening?
As a baby boomer, I remember a mascot known as ‘Smokey
the Bear’ which was introduced in an American advertising
campaign in 1944 to educate the public about the dangers of
forest fires. The advertising slogan said ‘Smokey says—care will
prevent 9 out of 10 forest fires’. A later slogan was introduced
in 1947 that stated ‘Remember—only you can prevent forest
fires’.
The American Forest Service began using colourful posters
of Smokey the Bear to educate Americans about the dangers of
forest fires. Canadians caught on as well and adopted these
slogans and the image of Smokey the Bear in the 1950s.
Do any of you remember the sign with Smokey and the
noose around a lit cigarette with the words ‘A cigarette caused
this fire’? That was the fire that devastated the forest between
Hope and Manning Park along the Hope-Princeton highway.
When that sign was erected, everyone driving along the highway
got it! This was in an era when everybody smoked in their car.
Did you know that today there are no ashtrays in modern
vehicles?
I wonder why there are no signs on Pender Island about
cigarette butts. Tourist season is upon us with dry and hot
conditions. We have signs that show the fire risk from low to
extreme, but there don’t seem to be effective signs for smokers.
Pender folks would be interested to hear from other islanders
within the Salish Sea about your ideas and any initiatives that
you have taken to address this issue.
We are all thinking of the residents of Fort McMurray.
Joanne Munroe, Pender Island

Site C Dam, Peace River

This letter was sent to BC Premier Christy Clark; Minister of
Mines and Energy Bill Bennet; and Minister of Environment
Mary Polack.
Dear Premier Clark:
Well, we’re perplexed! We’ve been gathering public articles and
information on the Site C dam that strongly condemn what your
government is doing by building Site C, yet you continue to dig
in your heels to push the construction ahead even faster—to the
point of ‘no return’ as some of your critics are saying. There are
so many of these articles that we are confining our comments
to just a few:
• Ongoing daily construction and land clearing is in violation
of treaty rights and with a number of cases still before the courts.
• The dam will result in the destruction of indigenous sacred
sites, the destruction of valuable farmlands at a time when we
face food scarcity because of climate change, and the destruction
of habitat. This area is the breadbasket of BC and the long-time
home of people and wildlife.
• We see BCHydro paying out $5.5 million to small power
producers to stop production because we have an
overabundance of energy.
• We read a letter made public by a former BCHydro CEO
who stated catagorically that there was no need for this dam.
• Indigenous people everywhere are fighting similar dam
projects. In Honduras an environmental activist, Berta Cacres,
was recently murdered because of the work she did to stop a
dam that would be powering extraction projects. And here in
BC? There’s no doubt Site C will be used to power LNG, mining,
and now we’ve just read that it will help to ‘power the tar sands’.
• Downstream damage to the deltas, both in BC and Alberta,
happened because of the WAC dam. Now we read that lower
water levels going into the Athabasca Delta will critically impact
this invaluable wildlife and bird refuge if Site C is built.
• On a federal level we’ve read that North Vancouver MP
Jonathon Wilkinson assures us a review will be launched later
this year. That’s far too late when you see the speed of
destruction planned by the BC premier. MP Wilkinson also said
it’s inappropriate to comment because of the cases now before
the courts. Whereas Premier Clark doesn’t appear to care about
the cases before the courts, which in itself constitutes an
inexplicable violation of indigenous rights.
• An earlier federal review which was ‘science based’ stated
that the Site C dam will cause ‘irrevocable damage’ and the
government of the time overturned that review. Unbelievable!
We would appreciate a reply.
John and Rosemary Baxter, Courtenay

Premier Clark’s Salary

Dear Editor:
The New Democrat Official Opposition complaints about
Premier Christy Clark’s salary ‘allowance’ of hundreds of
thousands of dollars from the BCLiberal Party has received
some media attention. Recently, I watched the premier and her
governing Liberal MLAs laughing off our questions about this
arrangement that puts big donors at the front of the line for
access and influence with her government. The public concerns
about the undue influence of big money in politics is no joke.
The premier’s salary top-up from a political party for which

she is the chief fundraiser is part of an unfortunate pattern for
this government. The government rejects our proposed reforms
and so access to the premier for up to $20,000 for a dinner
ticket continues for folks who have interests extending beyond
sparkling conversation.
At the federal level, and in most of the larger provinces in
Canada, political and corporate donations are banned and
personal donations limited. Not so in BC, where independent
organizations such as Integrity BC claim there is a connection
between Liberal corporate donors and government contracts.
The governing BCLiberals made this situation even worse
by recently eliminating spending limits for political parties and
candidates in the 60-day, pre-election period. Add to that the
blatantly partisan BCLiberal government advertising which has
started up again a full year before the 2017 election and we have
a wild west situation as in US politics—which most of us observe
with consternation.
This is not a partisan issue. According to a recent Insights
West poll, 86% of British Columbians (including 81% of
BCLiberal voters) feel these arrangements are wrong, as do our
independent colleagues in the legislature.
The New Democrat Opposition proposes to ban union and
corporate political donations, place upper limits on personal
donations, reinstate pre-election spending limits on parties, give
the Auditor General authority over government advertising (as
in Ontario), and ban party contributions to the salary of any
premier.
If only a dozen BCLiberal MLAs were to join the Opposition
and our independent colleagues, we could make these changes
in this spring session and have them in place for the next
provincial election. If you know a BCLiberal MLA and believe
in such reforms, perhaps you might consider contacting them.
MLA Gary Holman, Saanich North and the Islands

Paying the Premier

Dear Editor:
Those who argue that Christy Clark’s $192,000 salary is
inadequate make a reasonable point. For services rendered, she
should receive at least as much as any top-level CEO employed
in British Columbia’s energy industry, and all her wages and
benefits should be provided directly by the private sector. The
provincial taxpayer would thereby be relieved of any financial
burden, and having a new paymaster would make quite clear
who this premier actually works for.
Larry Kazdan, Vancouver

Eradicating Polio

Dear Editor:
It seems that every day the news media brings us sad stories of
violence, war and climate disaster. But one bright spot in the
midst of the gloom is the story of the movement to end polio.
Since the launch of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative in
1988, global polio cases have dropped by more than 99%. The
latest success story comes from Nigeria, which was home to half
of all polio cases in 2012, but has now been free of polio for over
a year. Many participants from all over the world, from
international organizations to local community volunteers, have
worked together to make the successes possible. But the struggle
is not over. As long as the wild polio virus remains in existence,
there remains the threat of a resurgence that could undo almost
30 years of progress.
Canada has been a leader in funding polio eradication efforts
and can now have the satisfaction of leading the last big push to
eliminate polio by 2018. Following the eradication of smallpox,
it’s only the second time in history that the world has a chance
to come together as a human family to eliminate a common
enemy.
Chitra Ramaswami, Calgary

Environment and Economy

The following letter was sent to Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau.
Dear Prime Minister Trudeau:
I recently caught on CBC your remarks in New York, on the
signing of the Paris Agreement on climate change. You said
emphatically that this is the ‘right thing to do’—and other words
to the effect that it is the ethical thing and will relieve human
suffering. Why then did I learn shortly thereafter that your
government is intent on fast-tracking the proposed Energy East
Pipeline, as well as the Trans-Mountain expansion—both
designed to take Canadian oil to market elsewhere? And I
understand you are not totally opposed to the Northern
Gateway pipeline either, so long as the route were altered to not
go through the Great Bear Rainforest.
Prime Minister, is there not some disconnect here? If the old
saying ‘actions speak louder than words’ applies here (and I
surely believe it does), promoting oil and gas pipelines is a
retrograde step. If you were to be true to your words, wouldn’t
you follow the advice of many, including Mark Carney, that the
only responsible thing to do, given the risks associated with
rapid climate change, is to leave fossil fuels in the ground?
You speak in a clear and heartfelt way. What is needed now
are actions matching your words. I’m sure your father would be
proud of your sentiments. Now is the time to also make him
proud of your bold actions—actions that are the right thing to
do. The argument that our economy is resource-based, and that
necessitates over-exploitation to create jobs, just doesn’t wash.
One simply has to work harder to create jobs that enhance the
vitality of all life on which our own long-term survival and
LETTERS, please turn to next page
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Why can’t we talk about climate change? - Elizabeth May, MP

AROUND THE ISLANDS

Take A Walk For Zambian Women

I met Lorraine Jordan at the tailgate of my car while
delivering copies of Island Tides to our box outside
Ladysmith’s 49th Parallel Grocery. She said how much she
likes reading Island Tides and we chatted. She told me about
a Ladysmith group of which she is a member, ‘Good Cents
For Change’.
The group is working with non-profit Africa Directions in
Lusaka, Zambia, by raising money to teach tailoring skills to
impoverished women. The program needs funds to help the
next intake of twenty young women in completing the 1-year
certificated program. This transformative program helps
them to change their lives—and the lives of their families.
On May 28, a fund-raiser walk will take place at Ladysmith’s
Holland Creek Park. Contact Lorraine Jordan at
lorrainj@gmail.com to register or donate.

- Christa Grace-Warrick

Southern Islands’ Tour des Isles 2016

Island-hopping with the ‘Tour Des Isles’ will take place June 24
to 26 this year. This local event gives islanders the opportunity to
find out more about their neighbours, get a rich experience
through local coordination of journeys and events, and have just
plain islands-style fun.
Passenger-only small boats will connect Mayne, Galiano,
Pender, Saturna and Salt Spring Islands. Courtesy shuttle bus
services will also run from docks to commercial centres, farmers
markets, restaurants, and recreational facilities—golf courses,
museums, art galleries, and nature trails. Tour Des Isles can also
be a weekend getaway at other islands’ B&Bs.
Last year was the first Tour des Isles and an extraordinary
number of islanders took advantage of the opportunity to travel
from island to island. With local transportation, approximately
800 passengers went between Salt Spring Island and Galiano
Island, 600 went across Active Pass between Galiano and
Mayne Islands, and the Plumper Sound circuit from Mayne to
Saturna to Pender Islands went non-stop, carrying 465
passengers in 103 sailings.
Organized by island residents and supported by the Capital
Regional District, the tour offers inexpensive all-day service.
This year a society is being formed to organize the tour, the
Salish Sea Transportation Society. The plan is to charge $20 for
a society membership, which will entitle the member to travel

LETTERS from previous page

thriving depend.
I am familiar with the argument for seeking ‘compromise’
when it comes to negative impacts of economic activity on the
environment. But looking back over the past half century,
compromises have destroyed, bit by bit, the health and integrity
of many of our vital ecosystems. One must conclude that there
is no scope for further compromise if we are truly to meet the
needs of the present without short-changing future generations.
In contrast to the prevailing and highly flawed philosophy that
‘the function of the environment is to serve the economy’ we

on all boats and buses for the three days. Island Tides will
publish details on joining the society as soon as they are
available.
A dedicated adventurer should be able to explore all five
islands in one day!

Gabe Heritage Centre Goes Solar

Yet another Gulf Islands’ public building is going solar. The
Gabriola Arts & Heritage Centre, home to the Gabriola Arts
Council (GAG), is undergoing a facelift which will include the
installation of rooftop solar. The 14-panel, 3.78 kW installation
will tie into the existing BCHydro grid and will be installed this
month.
‘We plan to leverage this innovative project in grant
applications, so the benefits extend beyond off-setting our
energy costs and lowering our carbon footprint,’ said Michelle
Benjamin, GAC executive director. ‘The building itself—an
original one-room schoolhouse, and then headquarters of the
Gabriola Women’s Institute—is a bridge that ties Gabriola’s
history to the present, and this collaborative project indicates
the regard for both the building and the work that the GAC
does.’
The project was partially funded by GAC, the GabEnergy
Society, and Bullfrog Power, a Canadian green energy supplier.
‘This intersection of the arts and renewable energy provides
a unique public educational tool,’ said Dave Neads, the general
manager of GabEnergy. ‘It demonstrates how science and
technology can work with the community to invest in people,
culture and a greener future.’

Moscow, destroying their grain crops and threatening homes,
media coverage included the recognition that this was likely due
to climate change. Dozens of other examples come to mind.
Are we not allowed to link climate change to disasters in
Canada? Not always. Former Premier Gordon Campbell named
climate change as the cause of the loss of BC’s interior lodgepole
pine forests, even as mills were closing, communities displaced
and billions of valuable resources were lost.
Is it collective Canadian cognitive dissonance? What made
so many people think it was an offence to answer a question?
As Elizabeth Kolbert wrote in her New Yorker article on the
controversy, ‘To fail to acknowledge the connection is to risk
another kind of offence’.
My theory is this. The Fort McMurray fire is the first time a
community has been walloped by climate change where the
activity of the community itself was linked in the public mind
with fossil fuels. Unlike the vast majority of the extreme events
and climate refugees we have seen so far, the victims had a
connection to the fossil fuel industry. Even the Calgary flood
had a touch of this phobic reaction.
And thus, even though I made it clear the fleeing families of
Fort McMurray were no more to blame for the extreme fires
than people in low lying island states are when they are
permanently removed from their homes due to sea level rise,
the connection is so strongly embedded in our consciousness
that it appeared unkind to mention it.
If we cannot talk about climate change when we are
experiencing it, if there is a public taboo on truth, how do we
recognize the urgent need for action? How do we take the steps
to prevent future catastrophe? 0
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The local winners of the 2016 BC Book Prizes were: Salt Spring
Island’s Briony Penn for The Real Thing: The Natural History
of Ian McTaggart Cowan; Salt Spring’s Brian Brett for Tuco:
The Parrot, the Others, and A Scattershot World; and Haida
Gwaii’s Susan Musgrave for A Taste of Haida Gwaii: Food
Gathering and Feasting at the Edge of the World.

Technical services for

Water Wells
Aquifers
Groundwater

(250) 658-1701

Islands Short Fiction Winners Announced

First place in the adult category of the 2016 Islands Short Fiction
Contest was taken by Nanaimo’s Tracy Balanik for her story A
Clean Slate. In the youth category for writers between the ages
of 13 to 18, Comox’s Ally Howard won first place for The
Burning Oak. For the junior category of 12 and under, Simone
Urie of Nanaimo won for Through the Howl of the Wind. 0
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BC Book Prize Awarded to Island Authors

need to re-invent an economy that serves (sustains) the
environment.
We are fully capable of achieving this. What is needed is to
set our minds to this vital task. I urge your government to take
up the challenge of transitioning the economy from one that
continues to sap the remaining vitality in our life systems to one
that curtails the anthropogenic stresses and restores health to
our ecosystems and biosphere.
David J. Rapport, Salt Spring Island 0

SALT SPRING ISLAND

n the last week of June 1988, there was a brutal heat wave Alberta that led to the fire were very likely related to climate
holding a wilting Toronto in its grip. I was the senior policy change.
advisor to the federal minister of environment and part of
I was asked if the fire was worse in the region of the oil sands
the team that organized a major international conference that because of the pollution there. That notion I corrected very
took place in Toronto that week, ‘Our Changing Atmosphere: quickly. I explained that global warming is a global problem and
Implications for Global Security’. Among the dozens of that Canada is only 2% of global emissions. The location of the
presenters was the head of the Canadian Forest Service,
fire in the vicinity of Fort McMurray had nothing
Jag Maini. He explained how climate change would
whatsoever to do with the activities of the people
lead to threats to Canadian forests; how, if we did
of Fort McMurray. In fact, I made the point
‘If we cannot talk
not act to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, in
that they had no responsibility for the fire at
about climate change
the future our forests would experience more
all.
when we are experiencing it,
losses to insects, disease and more extreme
Reaction to reports of my comments
if there is a public taboo on
and frequent forest fires.
was almost immediate, with the added
truth, how do we recognize the
On May 4 of this year, with a wildfire out
torquing that somehow it was in bad taste
urgent need for action? How
of control and a massive evacuation of Fort
to mention climate change at all. That
do we take the steps to
McMurray underway, I immediately sent out
reaction would have been appropriate if I
prevent future
tweets calling for people to send donations to the
had said the people of Fort McMurray had it
catastrophe?
Red Cross.
coming. It was really bizarre.
Then, at a press conference I held to release a
In the days that have followed I have tried to
performance review of the first six months of the Trudeau
make sense of the thrashing I got from the media and the
administration, Mike de Souza from the National Observer sanctimonious refusal to mention climate change coming from
asked if I thought there was any connection between the fire other party leaders. Some interviewed in the media in the days
raging through Fort McMurray and climate change.
that followed agreed that I had stated the science very clearly and
I always answer questions and I didn’t think I was climbing accurately, but that it was ‘too soon’ to mention climate change
out on any limb. I spoke carefully about the nature of the as people were fleeing the fire.
connection; that scientists will not link any specific extreme
Why is that? When Typhoon Haiyan hit, scientists and
event to climate change, but that we have known for decades leaders from the Philippines were quick to say that they were
that climate change would lead to more forest fires, of greater being hit by climate change. The same thing had been the case
severity. I noted that it had been a spring that smashed through during Hurricane Katrina. When massive rains hit Bangladesh
the temperature records of northern Alberta, with very little rain and people were swept away in the floods, there was no rule that
and very low humidity. The conditions experienced in northern said ‘don’t mention climate change’. When the fires ringed
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Moral & Ethical Principles

How much we like to criticize the issues of the day,
And assert how we’d get things done in quite a different way;
And if there is agreement with the government to be had,
‘That’s good’ we say, though usually the critique turns out bad.
With ‘good’ and ‘bad’ in that context, morality is meant—
And that incites a train of thought that’s worthy of comment.
For moral law is civil law, the one which we all know,
Derived from Christian principles some centuries ago,
We use it as comparison with issues of the day;
And label matters right or wrong, or maybe just okay.
In global business circles too, the civil code’s the norm,
And companies with ethics have no trouble to conform.

But many weighty matters can be judged by different means—
Supply, demand and capital—those complicated themes.
And in the realm of companies, the profit motives’s king—
Which gives us quite a different way to look at the whole thing.
For in today’s intensive world, ethics seems out of luck—
Becoming quite an obstacle in the urge to make a buck.

‘If you can get away with it’—some corporations think—
If you and I should do the same, we’d end up in the clink!
They’re lately unaccountable—a lawyer’s all they need,
And they can rip the public off, and justify the deed.
With fraud now called ‘free-enterprise’ and swindling fair game,
And compensation lost in court, with claim and counter-claim.
Photo: Mike Yip

A Salish Sea bald eagle family welcomed new chicks on May 7 and 9.
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he official Opposition has continued to raise questions
about the potential conflict of interest within the
BCLiberal government because of political donations
paid to the party (see letter, page 2).
We have also brought examples of perceived conflict of
interest to the legislature. It is usually impossible to prove with
a definitive link that corporate donations may have influenced
government decisions, but we cited logging companies that
escaped fines, garbage companies that got helpful regulations,
and mining companies that operated without oversight—all
after donating to the BCLiberals.
The Auditor General released a report recently which
described the BCLiberal’s approach to our province’s mining as
a ‘decade of neglect’. The report was scathing and looked at how
the BCLiberals actions led to the Mount Polley tailings disaster
which devastated Quesnel Lake. The mining sector gave more
than $4 million to the BCLiberals.
It really does not have to be this way. Other provinces have
restricted or banned corporate and union donations. We have
tabled a bill which would do the same. But the present system
works in the interest of the BCLiberal party and they will not
countenance any change.
We did not debate any legislation in the first week of May.
Instead our time in the house was spent on the budget estimate
debates of the Ministries of Health and Jobs. I asked the
Minister of Health about paid parking at our new Campbell
River Hospital. I have written to him a number of times about
this but his intransigence was reflected in his response: he
effectively said we should simply be grateful we are getting a
new hospital and we should expect to pay for parking.
However, I am pleased to see that my lobbying for
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So what’s wrong with our way of life, the capitalist part?
Would profits with morality upset the apple-cart?
Call it moral, call it ethical—both epithets agree—
The corporate world must obey laws, the same as you and me!
—H Barry Cotton

R

community paramedics for our smaller North Island
communities has paid off. Cortes and Port Hardy are the pilot
projects but over the coming year community paramedics—
extending the role of our ambulance paramedics and providing
more economic certainty for them—will be hired to work in
Alert Bay, Sointula, Port Alice, Port McNeill, Sayward, Tahsis,
Gold River, Zeballos and Quadra Island. This should help to
retain our paramedics and expand health care in our
communities.
The BCLiberal commitment to education is always a concern
and I was pleased that the president of North Island College was
in Victoria to lobby for money to reconfigure the Campbell River
campus. This would allow the trades unit presently located on
Vigar Road to be moved to the Dogwood site and would
separate North Island College from Timberline.
Salmon farmers were also in Victoria in early May for
meetings with government and opposition. I had the opportunity
to recognize the people who work in the industry, many of them
members of the United Steelworkers in Port Hardy.
I was also able to talk about the work of the BC Centre for
Aquatic Health Sciences, a fascinating lab in Campbell River
that is unique in BC. It works for all sectors interested in the
health of our marine environment. 0

Photo: Toby Snelgrove, SNELGROVEimages.com

Moon Dates

Full: May 21
New: June 4

– Claire Trevena, North Island MLA

Bleeding heart flowers.

Consent and Sexual Assault Study in
the Southern Gulf Islands

A

Your Input is Needed

community wide survey focusing on our understanding of consent and
sexual assault needs your feedback this month. All community members
14 and over are invited to participate and share their thoughts on these matters
our feedback will provide a better understanding of community awareness of these issues and the
services that pertain to them for Mayne, Galiano, Saturna, Salt Spring and Pender Islands.
he Gulf Island Sexual Assault and Consent Project is a 3-year initiative funded by Status of
Women Canada, conducted by SWOVA Community Development and Research Society and its
community partners.

Y
T

The survey can be found at: www.surveymonkey.com/r/8TGGRPP.

Any information or thoughts shared will be completely anonymous and confidential. For any questions
about the survey please call the SWOVA office at 250-537-1336.

eaders, paying for your Island Tides makes all the difference. If you get an unaddressed copy
in your mailbox, or pick one up at our racks or yellow boxes, consider sending in your $30
annual voluntary subscription. Additional donation amounts joyfully accepted! Thank You!
Box 55, Pender island, BC VoN 2M0 • 250-216-2267
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What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Photo: Kris Krüg

Andrew Simon leads a nature walk at Galiano’s Festival Active Pass.

News Digest
Canada Adopts UN Declaration on
Indigenous Rights

Canada has officially adopted the UN declaration on the rights
of indigenous people nearly a decade after it was adopted by the
General Assembly. The announcement was made at the General
Assembly by Canadian Indigenous Affairs Minister Carolyn
Bennett, and was greeted with a standing ovation. The
declaration recognizes the rights of indigenous people to selfdetermination, language, equality, and land, as well as to basic
human rights.
The UN declaration was first recognized by Canada in 2010
by the Conservative government, but the recognition was not
legally binding and was termed an ‘aspirational document’ by
the government of the day.

Public Website for Climate Ideas & Solutions

The federal government has launched a new website to allow
Canadians to share ideas and solutions for reducing climate
change. All submissions received before June 1 will be reviewed
by members of four working groups established to provide
recommendations to the First Ministers about how and where
to reduce emissions, new innovation, technology and job
creation, how to put a price on carbon, and preparing for the
impacts of climate change.
The government will also accept submissions and ideas after
June 1. Canadians are being asked to participate in this process
by attending any local townhall events nearby, by reaching out
on twitter with the hashtag #CanClimateAction and by making
submissions at www.canada.ca/climateaction.

Rainforest Preservation Agreement

The Brazilian soy industry has indefinitely extended a landmark
moratorium on rainforest clearing for soybean production.
The agreement was first signed in 2006 after a Greenpeace
campaign and had previously been renewed on an annual basis.
This regularly raised fears among environmentalists that it
might not be renewed, despite its success in helping curb
deforestation for soy production in the Brazilian Amazon.
Brazilian soy exports were worth $31 billion in 2015.

$785 Million to Fight AIDS, TB, Malaria

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced on May 9 that
Canada will pledge an additional $785 million, over three years,
towards fighting AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. This is an
increase of 20% from Canada’s previous contribution levels.
Trudeau also announced that Canada will host the Fifth

VANILLA LEAF BAKERY CAFE

Replenishment Conference of the Global Fund in September of
this year, in Montreal. The Global Fund is an organization
dedicated to ending these diseases.

Minimum Wage Increase

Premier Christy Clark has announced a 40¢ increase to BC’s
minimum wage, which brings the province’s minimum wage to
$10.85 per hour. The change will come into effect September 15
of this year, and a raise of an additional 40¢ is scheduled to take
place in September of 2017. BC’s current minimum wage of
$10.25 is the lowest in the country, with Ontario leading at
$11.25 an hour.
The BC Federation of Labour has been calling on the BC
government to raise the minimum wage to $15 per hour, while
the BC Chamber of Commerce is saying that the 40¢ raise is
already larger than expected and may harm small businesses.
Federally, a petition is being launched on Change.org to
create a basic income program for all eligble residents. The
petition had 1,500 signatures at press time.

$1.1 Million For Comox Shoreline

The 2016 provincial budget includes a $1.1 million contribution
by the Province towards protecting the Comox shoreline. The
contribution will be joined by a $600,000 investment from the
town of Comox. The money will be used to reduce flooding and
erosion on the shoreline and to facilitate the construction of a
multi-use cyclist and pedesterian lane on Lazo Road. It will also
be used to protect rare coastal sand dunes and an
archeologically sensitive First Nations site, and to provide
wheelchair-friendly beach access points along the shoreline.

Department of National Defence to Pay
$100,000 for 2013 Fuel Spill

The Department of National Defence was sentenced this April
by the Halifax Provincial Court to a fine of $100,000 for
violations to the Fisheries Act that occured in 2013.
DND plead guilty to the charges, which stemmed from a fuel
spill of 9,000 litres of diesel fuel from the HMCS St John’s into
Halifax Harbour while the vessel was at anchor on May 8, 2013.
Representatives of the Department of National Defence
reported the spill on the morning it occurred and DND
participated in the clean-up efforts.
Of the $100,000 fine, $98,000 will be paid by the
Government of Canada’s Environmental Damages Fund, which
was created in 1995 to pay fines, court orders and voluntary
payments incurred because of environmental costs. 0

is now
on twitter. Follow us
at @islandtides.

The Pender Island Bakery Cafe has turned over a new leaf!
New name, new owners, new
menu items, expanded hours,
with the same amazing staff!
Come meet Dan and Erin at the
Vanilla Leaf Bakery Cafe and
mtry our new menu options tincluding vegetarian and vegan
vitems - plus all of your old menu
cfavourites. Still conveniently
located in the Driftwood Centre.

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Friday, May 20

Folk & Blues Music—Juno Award winning guitarist Lester
Quitzau with groove master Clark Becker on drums • The
Hummingbird Pub • Showtime: 9pm • Advance tickets at pub •
GALIANO

Saturday, May 21

Victoria Day Weekend SeaFest—Gourmet
seafood lunches include local shellfish; vendors of
desserts, snacks, beverages, music, and crafts •
Gorge Harbour, Marina & Resort • Lunch starts at
11:30am • $20 a plate, children’s menu and pricing available •
Festival shuttle from ferry • Info: usualmagic@gmail.com,
www.ourcortes.com/activities/festivals • CORTES

Saturday and Sunday, May 21 and 22

Mayne Island Victoria Day Weekend
Events—Sat, May 21: MI Conservancy’s 11th
Mad May Day; start at Farmers Market; prize
draw, face painting, wand/garland making;
Morris Dancers, Mad Procession, Maypole,
Queen’s coronation, dancing, games, refreshments; Free,
everyone welcome; Info: Helen O’Brian, 250.539.5619 • SUN, MAY
22: Mayne School PAC Carnival; games, silent auction,
refreshments; Info: Rachel Lane, raelane@gmail.com • MAYNE

Sunday, May 22

Galiano Green AGM—Come and find out about progress on
Galiano’s affordable Build-Your-Own housing project • Community
Hall • 2pm • GALIANO

Tuesday, May 24

21st Annual Bob Dylan Birthday Party—An evening
listening to or performing your favourite Bob Dylan tunes •
Galiano Community Hall • Show at 7pm, Bob’s cake at
8:30pm • Admission: donation to Galiano Community Land &
Housing Trust • Performers or general info, please call Tom
250.539.2960 • GALIANO

Monday, May 30 to Sunday, June 5

Bike To Work Week—Support personal & planetary health by
registering for Bike to Work Week; Log in your kilometers of active
transportation at biketowork.ca • Info: janslakov@shaw.ca,
250.537.5251 or christagrace44@gmail.com • SALT SPRING &
OTHER GULF ISLANDS

Friday, June 3

Elizabeth May LNG Townhall—Panel: Saanich-Gulf Islands
Member of Parliament Elizabeth May; Eoin Finn, retired scientist;
Andrew Nikiforuk, author of Slick Water • Bodine Hall, Mary
Winspear Centre • 7pm • SIDNEY

Saturday, June 4

Companioning Conscious Dying—Dale Presly of the Salish Sea
Hospice Project—companioning is a meaning-making endeavor,
supporting dying awareness in the knowledge that dying is not a
medical event • Gabriola Island Arts & Heritage Centre • 11am to
4pm • $65 • Register at: www.salishseahospice.org • GABRIOLA

Saturday and Sunday, June 4 and 5

Quadra Island Studio Tour—14th annual tour;
features 30 artists at 20 studios, plus the Quadra
Community Centre • Tickets $5 at Info Centre,
Inspirations, Works of H’Art, Campbell River Art Gallery
• Info: 250.285.3101, www.quadraislandarts.com • QUADRA

Sunday, June 5

Sunday, June 5

Oceans Day—Come celebrate our marine environment •
Descanso Bay Regional Park • For more information, please
contact: 250.247.8335 • GABRIOLA

from the ground up!

Serving All The Gulf Islands

Saturdays till Thanksgiving

Pender Farmers Institute Saturday Market—Fresh, local
produce, baked goods, local art, artisan works and
demonstrations, culinary delights, buskers; bring your friends and
family, enjoy coffee and a snack, you never know what you’ll find
or who you’ll meet • Community Hall • 9:30am-1pm • Info:
www.pifi.ca • PENDER ISLAND

Pender Island Pancake Breakfast—Port Browning Marina Pub
and Pender Islands Lions Club present a
community fundraising pancake breakfast; Funds
supports student bursaries, Dragonfly, food bank,
MAP, GICEL, etc • Port Browning Pub • 8:30am to
10:30am • Adults $10, 12 & Under $5 • PENDER

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices

Single-venue (50 words): $39.90 includes image •
Multi-venue (70 words): $52.50 includes image

Tuesday to Sunday, July 19-24

BUY

RECYCLED
HOMES

RAISE

INCREASE
SQ. FOOTAGE

MOVE

SUBDIVIDE
YOUR LOT

LEVEL

FIX YOUR
FOUNDATION

WWW.NICKELBROS.COM 1-866-320-2268

QI Chamber Music Festival—JULY 19, TUES: Evening with Artistic
Director, TBA; JULY 20, WED: United Church, 7pm,
$20; JULY 21, THURS: Family Event, Quadra
Community Centre, 10:30, $20, family; JULY 22, FRI:
SouthEnd Winery, 7pm, $45; JULY 23, SAT: Stone
House, 7pm, $20; JULY 24, SUN: Quadra Community
Centre, 11am, $35 • Tickets Tidemark Theatre:
250.287.7465, www.quadrafestival.com • QUADRA

Next Deadline: May 25
www.islandtides.com

T

Page 6, Island Tides, May 19, 2016

Fort McMurray makes wildland-urban interface fires a hot topic - Larysa Woloszansky
he wildfire that engulfed parts of Fort McMurray and
forced the evacuation of 88,000 people has burned
through 161,000 hectares and brought the urbanwildland interface into high promimence.
The Fire Management Systems Lab at the University of
Toronto has been involved in forest fire management research
for over 30 years. A decade ago it expanded its partnership in
forest fire research with the Canadian Forest Service to add
expertise in physical fire science. Research at the Firelab focuses
on fire in boreal forest ecosystems and developing information
tools for forest fire managers.
Mike Wotton, adjunct professor in the Faculty of Forestry,
and David Martell, professor in the Faculty of Forestry, have
monitored developments in Alberta closely. In an interview,
they spoke about the science of wildfires.
Martell: ‘We are witnessing a great deal of media coverage
of this fire because of its enormous impact on the residents of Fort
McMurray and the surrounding communities—the massive
evacuations in the face of the advancing fire, the loss of homes
and the massive disruption of the lives of the people involved.
‘However, high intensity fires that grow to this size and larger
occur in the forested regions of Canada every year. Forest fires
burn about 2.5 million hectares of forest in Canada each year and
the area burned during the last two years was well above average.
‘Fortunately, those fires do not always affect the communities
that are dispersed throughout the vast forested areas of Canada.’
What produced this fire and why has it been so
difficult to control?
Wotton: ‘Forest fire behavior is influenced by vegetation
(which fire managers refer to as fuel), current and past weather
and topography.
‘There are several factors at play that have made this fire so
intense and difficult to control. It occurred right after snow melt
and the annual vegetation has not had sufficient time to even
begin to green up—for the new lush moist vegetation to emerge
and help inhibit its spread.
‘A large, dry and quite warm air mass with relative
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humidities in the mid-teens has been dominating weather
patterns in the area. Those very low relative humidities have
made the surface fuels (dead grass and pine needles on the
forest floor) extremely dry.
‘The winds associated with that air mass have been
consistently very strong and gusty. Dry fuels ignite and burn
vigorously and high winds cause fires to spread very fast.’

What does it take to bring the fire under control?
Wotton: ‘A change in weather is needed: an extended
period of higher humidities and lower wind speeds and some
rain. The intensity of the fire needs to decrease before fire
fighters can safely construct control line around its perimeter.
As long as the relative humidity remains low, the unburned fuel
will stay extremely dry and flammable and embers (burning
bark and small branches), lifted by the convective action of the
fire and then carried ahead of the fire by the wind, will ignite
new spot or jump fires across existing control lines and render
control action ineffective.
‘The faster a fire spreads and the more intense it becomes,
the more difficult it is to establish and maintain control lines.
Airtankers can drop water and fire retardants where it is unsafe
for firefighters to work on the ground but eventually spotting
renders even large airtankers ineffective.
‘When faced with intense fast-moving fires, firefighters have
to step back, watch nature take its course, and wait for the
weather to change. They then move in quickly to exploit natural
barriers such as lakes and rivers and construct control lines
when and where it is safe to do so.’
Could fires such as these become the ‘new normal’?
Wotton: ‘The research that has been carried out over the
past couple of decades indicates that with climate change, forest
fuels will get drier. Projected increases in rainfall that Global
Climate Models predict will occur in some areas but will not be
sufficient to offset the increased drying of forest fuels due to the
warmer temperatures.
‘Drier fuels will mean more fire ignitions, and more ignitions
will pose greater challenges to fire management agencies. Put

I

simply, yes—we can expect more such fires in the future due to
climate change.’

Can we prevent this from happening again?
Martell: ‘We can reduce the likelihood of such events
occurring but we cannot always prevent them from happening.
As long as we have communities in forested areas some risk will
remain. There are risk mitigation measures such as
implementing fuel management programs (reducing
flammable fuel accumulations) in and surrounding
communities, enhancing fire prevention programs and
investing in good fire detection and initial attack systems that
are designed to contain fires while they are still small.
‘Fire is a natural ecosystem process that is essential to the
health of Canada’s forest ecosystems. Fire destroys trees but it
does not destroy forests. However, fire clearly does and always
will pose a very significant threat to public safety and homes and
other property and resources we value.
‘Canadian forest fire management agencies have, for several
decades, been gradually moving away from their traditional fire
exclusion policies that were based on the assumption that all
fire is bad and that it was to be excluded from the forest at
almost any cost—and towards the development and
implementation of enlightened fire management policies. These
call for achieving an appropriate balance between reducing the
detrimental impact of fire on people, property and resources
and letting fire play a more natural role when and where it is
appropriate for it to do so.
‘Canadians should encourage their forest and wildland fire
management agencies to continue to gradually embrace such
change and help them deal with both the challenges and
opportunities such change will bring.’

Article orginally posted online on May 6 in University of
Toronto’s Global Lens, titled “Yes, we can expect more such
fires in the future due to climate change.” Find it at
www.utoronto.ca/news/u-t-experts-why-fort-mcmurrayburning. 0

Islands popular with wwoofers - Frants Attorp

t’s no secret that the Gulf Islands are home to a great many
organic farms. What is perhaps less well known is that those
farms attract hundreds of wwoofers (often called willing
workers on organic farms) from around the world every year.
World Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms (WWOOF), is
an international exchange program. In return for volunteer
help, wwoofing hosts offer food, accommodation and
opportunities to learn about organic farming and sustainable
ways of living. Accommodations for wwoofers range from tents,
old buses and cottages to private rooms within a principal
dwelling.
There is no data on the exact number of wwoofers who come
to the islands, but one can get a general idea by referring to
WWOOF Canada maps. Those maps indicate that most of the
larger Gulf Islands have wwoofing opportunities. Salt Spring
alone has about a dozen, and even off-the-grid Lasqueti is
shown as a wwoofing destination.
Mike and Marjorie Lane, who manage a 200-acre farm at
Ruckle Park on Salt Spring Island, receive over a hundred
wwoofing applications each year but are able to approve just a
few. They mostly approve applications from young people who
express an interest in tending the garden, doing various
household chores, and maintaining the farm stand.
The length of stay varies greatly,
from one or two weeks to

several months. According to Mike Lane, the vast majority of
stays turn out to be positive experiences. ‘Many of our guests
become just like family. Some come back two or three times and
continue to stay in contact.’
However, those exchanges that do not pan out stick in his
mind. ‘They’re mostly older people who have their minds made
up as to how things are done. Young people seem to be more
adjustable and open to suggestions.’
Lane says he and his wife carefully vet all applicants, as
everyone has to live under the same roof and eat at the same
table. ‘Ruckle is not like some farms where there are separate
accommodations for volunteers. We have to be able to get along
in all aspects of daily life.’
Lane says that farming gets far less attention than it should.
‘A lot of people haven’t a clue where their food comes from,’ he
says. Letting many of his critters roam free on his farm give a bit
more visibilty.
On Saturna, Jacques Campbell manages a 500-acre farm
where she welcomes wwoofers all year round. ‘I get a lot of

requests in February, as that is when many other operations
shut down,’ she says. ‘There’s no shortage of applicants.’
According to Campbell, wwoofers are typically young people
between the ages of 19 and 23 who are taking a gap year before
they pursue some kind of post-secondary education. ‘A few are
looking for an inexpensive way to travel, but most are interested
in farming, being outdoors and working with the animals. I
would say that 99% of the visits are successful. Even the bad
ones are not truly bad. They just don’t work out.
Campbell does not mind hosting the few older wwoofers who
arrive on Saturna. ‘They are generally more perceptive and skilled
than the younger folks who sometimes have no skill set at all.’
Chores on the Campbell Farm range from gardening and
lambing to mucking out stalls and repairing fences. ‘There’s
always something to do and something new to learn’, says
Campbell. ‘The two volunteers who are here now are both driving
the tractor. That’s something they couldn’t do before they arrived.’
Although the general guideline for wwoofers is to work four
to six hours per day, five-days-a-week, Campbell says there are
no strict rules on her farm.
‘We do what we have to do to get the work done and that
means we don’t stop in the middle of a project,’ she says. ‘If the
weather is good and there’s nothing pressing, the volunteers
sometimes take the day off to go hiking. They are not overworked.
and there is no set schedule...
 the key is to be flexible.’
But what do the wwoofers think? Comments abound on the
internet, both positive and negative, but mostly positive.
‘During my five months wwoofing on the Gulf Islands, I
learned about biodynamic principles and winter farming on
Thetis, seed saving and off-grid living on Hornby, self sufficiency
and community farming on Cortes, and experienced lambing
during a snowstorm and power cut on Saturna,’ says blogger
Steph Wetherell. ‘This snowstorm also gave me a chance to
experience the strength of community that is typical on the
islands, when someone made an emergency delivery of milk via
boat when we couldn’t get over the mountain road to the store.
‘My time on the islands has left me with a strong sense of
community and self sufficiency that island life brings, as well as
the vital importance and additional challenges that such a
location involves. Island farming takes determination and
dedication, but is also a central and valued part of the
community life, and one that needs to be supported for a
sustainable future.’ 0
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Mandatory long-form
census is back - Natalie Dunsmuir

Canada’s long-form census is back after a decade long interlude.
The mandatory long-form census was cancelled by the
Conservative government in June 2010, but was reinstated by
the federal Liberal government shortly after they won the 2015
election.
Official Census Day was May 10. In early May, one in four
houses received the 36-page long-form census for the first time
since 2006, while the rest received the short-form. Statistics
Canada has said that the data gathered on the long-form is
invaluable.
‘It’s used right across the nation in every community,’ said
Kwong Wong, the regional assistant director of Statistics
Canada for BC and the Yukon. Wong said the data will be used
for everything from driving federal transfer payments to the
provinces, to redrawing electoral boundaries, to city planning,
child care services, transit, schools and policing.
The census takes place every five years, but in 2011 it
consisted of only the ten-question short-form and a voluntary
National Household Survey. Census participation dropped to
77% in 2011, from 93.5% in 2006.
‘Most definitely there was an impact based on the variants,
or the difference in non-response,’ Wong said of the 2011
census. ‘And on the quality of the information that was received.’
In 2011 the low responses made it so that Statistics Canada
did not publish the data for 1100 communities across Canada
because there wasn’t enough. In 2006, there were only 160
communities whose data was not released.
The Liberals under Justin Trudeau made the reinstatement
of the long-form census a part of their campaign promises, and
announced its return just a day after Prime Minister Trudeau
was sworn into office. The announcement was made by
Minister of Innovation, Science and Economic Development
Navdeep Bains.
‘We need good, reliable data,’ Bains said.

The Questions Asked

The long-form census covers topics such as household
composition, education, ethnicity, employment, mobility,
labour market activities and daily work commute. It also asks
questions about both physical and mental health, and asks
citizens to agree to make their data public after 92 years, in 2108.
This is so that historians, family members, journalists and
genealogists will be able to access the information in the future.
Previously, the long-form has also asked questions about
income and wage, but this year Statistics Canada will be
retrieving that information from income tax forms. Under the
Statistics Act, Statistics Canada is allowed to request
information from the Canada Revenue Agency, provided that
that information is used for statistical purposes only.

Canada’s ‘Enthusiasm’ for the Census

The census has moved digital this year, and most houses
received mailed instructions and an access code for the online
website. Due to what Statistics Canada is calling the
‘enthusiasm’ of Canadians, the website crashed during its first
day in use.
‘There was an interruption, it was very brief: 45 minutes or
so,’ said Wong. ‘It tells us that Canadians are enthusiastic about
the census—that they care to go online and complete it. We had
very, very good uptake on the very first day. Over 700,000
forms were completed.’
Wong believes that the cancellation of the 2011 long-form
census raised awareness of the importance of this data, which
is what got people so excited to complete the forms this year.
‘Because of the 2011 census being voluntary, we had, I’m
going to say, all of the data users and a number of organizations
that came out to express how important the census is for them,’
said Wong. ‘And that brought forth people’s knowledge as well
as their perception to the information that is being collected.’ 0

A pregnant seal takes to the water for safety.
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Saturna Notes

- Priscilla Ewbank

ardening this May has been fun. You can garden and
fiddle about until the cows come home. Sheep have
come to Haggis Farm for their annual summer
holidays—there is noisy baaing and bleating, the gates are closed
for sure and there is slippery poop all over the meadow as the
flock gorges on green grass.
I have pea flowers on the vines and tendrils are leaping up
the trellis. I have never seen the roses bloom and perform as in
this year. The chickens are doing their best. Last year’s little
pullets are laying bigger and bigger eggs and the old hens are
keeping right up. The ravens have killed two hens to feed their
young—leaving behind neck vertebrae attached to two flappy
wings and skinny dancing feet. No more eggs from these hens!
Everybody is eating to beat the band and everybody has young
to feed in this great season of abundance.

Canada’s Census on the Islands

May 10 was Census Day all across Canada—a national snapshot
of a 24-hour period. Chaya Katrensky, Saturna’s census taker,
knocked on my kitchen door one morning with her clipboard,
badge, and my numbered census. I told her how happy I was to
see her. Hallelujah! After missing the 2011 long-form census,
we are back on track, like other civilized nations that use detailed
base-line information about citizens and the evolving nature of
society in order to inform social policy decisions!
I didn’t get a long-form census this year, but I do have an
extensive agricultural census form to fill in. Much has changed
in my life since Jon, my late husband, filled out our last form
and lots is the same. My tiny Canadian life on a tiny west coast
island will be one facet of all of us Canadians.
This year’s census will show that Chaya and her two-yearold son Dylan are now Saturna residents since two years ago,
but it will not show how much we appreciate her and Dylan and
the vibrancy they bring to our community. Dylan is a member
of Strong Start at Saturna Elementary and Chaya is a capable
and much appreciated part of the Saturna Café team.
Chaya and Robert Montgomery—in supervisory capacity—

Nelson Keitlah - 1933 - 2016

A man of huge importance to modern Nuu-chah-nulth history
has died.
Nelson Keitlah was one of the original leaders of the West
Coast District Council, which became the Nuu-chah-nulth
Tribal Council (NTC). Keitlah was often referred to
respectfully as ‘The General’ for his ability to lead the 14 Nuuchah-nulth First Nations in negotiations with the federal and
provincial governments.
As central region co-chair of the NTC, Keitlah participated
in, and led Nuu-chah-nulth Treaty negotiations for a decade,
and was instrumental in the formation of the Central Region
Board for cooperative resource management on the west
coast.
He represented the Nuu-chah-nulth First Nations through
the ‘War in the Woods’ protests in Clayoquot Sound, and stood
against MacMillan Bloedel when they proposed to log Meares
Island.
‘He was a true leader in every sense of the word,’ said
former BC Premier Glen Clark. ‘Meares Island was one of the
first big victories for First Nations land rights, and one of the
key break-through moments for First Nations in Canada,’ he
said.
Keitlah, who was from a Chiefly family, was appointed by
the Ahousaht Ha’wiih (Chiefs) to sit on their first band council
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as mandated by the Government on Canada in the 1950s,
according to former NTC President and Ahousaht Chief
Negotiator Cliff Atleo Sr.
‘He was so much more than just a leader,’ said Atleo, who
worked closely with Keitlah for 35 years. ‘He was a keeper of
our histories, knew the intricate details of our culture, and was
one of the last great speakers of our language,’ he said.
Keitlah, along with George Watts (Tseshaht), and many
others fought for the establishment of the NTC.
Current NTC Vice-President Ken Watts, and son of the late
George Watts, called Nelson ‘the cultural foundation of the
organization’.
‘He gave us permission to use his family’s victory song,
which he composed and is now known around the world as
the Nuu-chah-nulth anthem,’ said Watts. ‘He was a diplomat
and a feared negotiator, and was the language and cultural
pillar of this organization,’ he said.
‘He was a strong, compassionate leader, and a loving and
supportive family man,’ said NTC President Deb Foxcroft. ‘His
wisdom and knowledge about Nuu-chah-nulth history and
modern NTC politics will be greatly missed.’
Keitlah passed away peacefully in his sleep Sunday
morning at the age of 82. Funeral arrangements will be
announced by the Keitlah family shortly.

attended a course put on by Statistics Canada to get all the
information about how to distribute the census. Statistics
Canada hired 35,000 people across Canada to deliver the census
to areas where it is not mail delivered.
On Saturna—with over four hundred driveways to navigate
to leave a census form and the task of recording where personal
contact was not made—the task took Chaya 28 hours between
travel time, talking time and recording time.
Local water taxi owner David Reed Thomas was hired to take
Chaya to the other local small islands within this jurisdiction to
deliver the census and record the outcome.
Once the government receives mailed-in and online
responses, the job starts again with more instruction and
enumerators revisiting any household that has not yet
responded.
Diligence was stressed at the Statistics Canada course, to
capture an accurate picture of every household. Saturna is such
a small population—roughly 350—that figures are skewed by
three 90-year-olds or a large family moving off-island! For this
reason, our Island Trustees did a small mail-out census to collect
some basic data to help inform the community when making
land-use decisions.

Joan Dickey

We lost a pillar of the community when long time islander Joan
Dickey died last week. Joan was just the best! She and Grant
have been married for a long time and have kids and grandkids
that seem to hardly ever leave, life being good in the Dickey
household. Some serious changes will have to be made in the
Saturna Women’s Club and the Saturna Community Club to
make up for the loss of Joan and her loyalty, capability and hard
work. Bless you, Joan—what a gem you were to us all
individually and as a community. 0
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pay for publishing it! Mail or phone in your $30
annual subscription today: 250-216-2267. Don’t
delay—be part of the Island Tides team. Thank You!
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Migratory changes bring electric
rays to Canada’s Pacific - David Suzuki

G

ary Krause was mystified by an
unusual fish he caught in his trawl net
off BC’s Pacific north coast in October.
It was a Pacific electric ray, named for a pair of
organs behind its head that can knock a human
adult down with a powerful shock.
Trawl fishery records show 88 of these rays
in BC waters since 1996. Electric rays, which
prefer warmer southern California or Baja
waters, are turning up with greater frequency
further north. Although an electric ray was first
recorded off Vancouver Island’s west coast in
1928, nearly a quarter of the more recent
sightings came from 2015 alone.
Fishermen like Krause, who has worked
4,000 days at sea over the past 35 years, are
often the first to observe the beginnings of
fundamental ecosystem shifts. In 2008, he also
identified the first ever brown booby, a tropical
seabird, in Canada’s Pacific waters.
Unlike land temperatures, which constantly
fluctuate, ocean temperatures are usually
stable, with virtually no daily changes, little
seasonal differentiation and only minor shifts
over decades. Most marine animals prefer a
narrow temperature range and move only in
response to changes.
Short-term oceanographic events, such as
El Niño and the Pacific ‘blob’—an enormous
area of unusually warm water in the North
Pacific—demonstrate that while oceans may be
relatively stable, they aren’t immune to
temperature shifts. These phenomena explain
the appearance of unexpected species off BC’s

coast over the past winter, including a
Guadalupe fur seal, green sea turtle and Risso’s
dolphins. Higher water temperatures are also
changing the relative concentrations of
microscopic, occasionally toxic algae.
Shorter-term phenomena correspond with
longer-term oceanographic changes around
the world. These changes promise to
fundamentally alter the cast of characters in
marine ecosystems before we’ve had the
opportunity to adequately study them.
Climate change is pushing more species of
fish closer—and faster—to the cooler North
and South poles than similar climate-provoked
wildlife movements on land. Fish are moving
an average of 277 kilometres every decade and
phytoplankton are speeding along at 470
kilometres. Land-based wildlife are inching
along at an average of six kilometers a decade.
These shifts are bringing together species that
have never had contact before, introducing
new predators that could result in regional
extinctions. In addition to moving,
phytoplankton, which produce half the world’s
oxygen and support most ocean life, have been
declining dramatically over the past century,
an average of one per cent a year.
The Pacific electric ray is just one of many
marine canaries warning us of changing
ecosystems. We’d be wise to listen to these
signals.
With contributions from David Suzuki
Foundation senior research scientist Scott
Wallace. 0

Stream
e
Chat Surf
R li ble
Reliab
bl
b fast
f speedd
Plentyy of data
Affordable
d
plans
My faamily wants it all

High-speed Internet just $5
59.99/month1
Low, one-time $9
99 activation fee • First 3 month
hs on 2-year term
10Mbps - 50GB/mo
onth • Free Basic Installation • No Equipment
quipment Purchase
Email, Web Surfing,
ng, Facebook, YouTube, Music, Netflix,
etflix, Social Media
Suspend service for up to 6 months/year
ear

I can
can connect
conn
nect you. Giive
ve me a c
call!
all!
Clear Blue
e Systems
250 228 7
250-228-7
7161
steve@cle
earbluesystems.ca

xplornet.com
1

$59.99 per month applies for the first 3 months
nths on the Xplore 10 plan. Regularly applicable pricing of $69.99 begins in month 4. Monthly
service fee includes rental cost of equipmennt. Taxes apply. Offer valid until April 30, 2016 for new customers on a 2-year term and is
subject to change at any time. Actual speedd online may vary with your technical configuration, Internet traffic, server and other factors.
Traffic Management policy applies; see www.xplornet.com/legal. Packages available at your location
ocation may vary based on signal quality and
network conditions. A router is required for multiple users. Xplornet® is a trademark of Xplornet Communications Inc. © 2016 Xplornet
Communications Inc.

Cus
Pre
ef
Re
Sp
Costal dealers Nicholby’s Building & Ins
spection S

āċĉĉĉċĂĊćċĉĀĆĊƫƫƫƫƫƫƫƫ winto
onhomes.ca

Photo: David Manning

Nests are everywhere. At a tiny nest, a rufous hummingbird feeds its young.
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Steelhead LNG and the WSÁNEĆ First
Nations - Adam Olsen

rom the fracking fields of northeastern
British Columbia, to the thousands of
kilometres
of
pipelines,
and
liquefaction/export terminals on the coast,
indigenous communities across the province
are wrestling with the proliferation of liquefied
natural gas (LNG) proposals.
Both proponents and opponents court the
support and partnerships of First Nations in
their effort to push projects forward, or to push
back,
spotlighting
the
complicated
relationships between indigenous people and
the province.
Tension is growing across BC and now it is
heating up in the Saanich Inlet and the Salish
Sea.
The Malahat LNG proposal by Steelhead
LNG and Malahat First Nation is one of the
more complex of the 20 plus proposals because
it is in the heart of W̱SÁNEĆ .
W̱SÁNEĆ creation stories take place on the
beaches of the Saanich Peninsula. The
mountains surrounding the Saanich Inlet
remind the W̱SÁNEĆ people of their survival
from the great flood. The summer villages on
the Gulf Islands are where the W̱SÁNEĆ people
harvested the bounty of the Salish Sea.
WS
̱ ÁNEĆ people live in five communities
(Malahat, Pauquachin, Tsartlip, Tsawout and
Tseycum) surrounding the Saanich Inlet. In
1852, their ancestors signed treaties with
James Douglas, Governor of Vancouver Island.
The ‘Douglas Treaties’ did not settle the settlers’
land issues, and they have been a constant
source of disagreement and a reminder of the
vast gulf between indigenous and Western
European ideas of land.
Malahat First Nation decided to settle its
land disputes by negotiating a modern treaty
through the BC Treaty Commission. The other
four W̱SÁNEĆ communities on the Saanich
Peninsula resolutely refused to join the treaty
process, unwilling to relinquish authority over
their territory.
Tensions have been exacerbated by
Steelhead LNG’s proposal to utilize a deepwater port at Bamberton, next door to
Malahat, on the west side of the Saanich Inlet.
Steelhead’s relationships with the local
indigenous people have been questionable
right from the start. The Malahat First Nation’s
leadership with whom Steelhead negotiated
the deal resigned under a cloud of unrelated
allegations just weeks before the August 20,
2015, LNG announcement.
Nevertheless, Steelhead pushed ahead
while Malahat had a void of elected leadership
and with their members publicly saying that
they knew nothing of the deal.
In early November, Malahat First Nation
elected a new Chief and Council who inherited
Steelhead LNG and several agreements the

R

corporation signed in the 60+ day political
vacuum. The contracts were with partners to
construct a 130km pipeline, develop technical
designs and pull together the information
required for the Project Description.
On March 1, 2016, Pauquachin, Tsartlip,
Tsawout and Tseycum First Nations held a
press conference to publicly announce their
opposition to the project. While Steelhead
negotiated a relationship with Malahat, they
failed to engage with, or gain consent from, the
other four First Nations communities
surrounding the Saanich Inlet.

Commentary

Steelhead declares that their project will be
constructed on land owned by Malahat First
Nation—which it would—but they have shown
no respect to the other W̱SÁNEĆ communities
who share the Saanich Inlet and who have
significant Aboriginal and treaty rights there.
Furthermore, Malahat is located at the base
of YOS (Malahat Mountain). W̱SÁNEĆ elders,
both past and present, are on the record
explaining the tremendous importance of the
sacred mountain and the streams that empty
into the Saanich Inlet.
Steelhead ignores the importance of YOS
and cavalierly views the location as an
industrial site used by a former cement plant
that once blanketed the mountain in pollution.
On their website, Steelhead offers a timeline of
the industrial uses, to justify their desire to
continue an environmental and social assault
on the Saanich Inlet. The company is oblivious
to how offensive it is to denigrate YOS.
A vast gap exists between the provincial,
federal and First Nations governments. The
aggressive approach of Steelhead, in pursuit of
financial gain at any cost, is creating
tremendous pressure in W̱SÁNEĆ.
The W̱SÁNEĆ people know the stories our
fathers and grandfathers tell about how ‘there
were so many fish we could walk across the
inlet on their backs to visit our Malahat
relatives’. We have heard the words of our
grandmothers who remind us of our duty to
protect W̱SÁNEĆ so that our children and
grandchildren can harvest the wealth of the
Saanich Inlet and Salish Sea.
Steelhead LNG failed to respect the
complexity of relationships and the depth of
the multi-jurisdictional issues in W̱SÁNEĆ.
Eager to capitalize on the so-called ‘once in a
lifetime opportunity’ they also failed to
recognize the importance of intergenerational
equity and environmental sustainability to the
people who ‘emerged’ from that flood countless
generations ago.
Adam Olsen is a member of Tsartlip First
Nation and Deputy-Leader of the BC Green
Party. 0
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