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Island Living— a view from Morning Beach, Galiano Island

Community farm on Salt Spring
becoming an EcoReality
EcoReality Sustainable Land Use and Education
Cooperative on Salt Spring Island has agreed to
purchase 37 acres of the former 100-acre Hughes
Farm in Fulford Valley, 63 acres of which is to
become community farmland.
The group hopes to collaborate with the
Farmers’ Institute in working the 63-acre
community farmland site. ‘We can complement
the community farm-site with farmworker
amenities, in an inclusive, community-minded
manner, re-uniting the entire 100 acre site for
active, community-based agricultural use,’ said
EcoReality Communication Steward Jan
Steinman.
Together with others in the greater Salt Spring
community, members of EcoReality are in their
fourth year of working toward this goal. ‘This cooperative farm venture is the type of project
many of us have been working towards for some
time, and I hope the broader Salt Spring
community will support it,’ said Elizabeth White,
of the Earth Festival Society.
This acquisition of the 37 acres split from the
Hughes Farm is great news for the Salt Spring
community,’ said Dan Jason, of Salt Spring
Seeds, who was instrumental in the 63-acre
farmland donation, ‘EcoReality has an expansive
and extensive vision of what can happen on the
reconnected 100 acres. This purchase adds
immensely to the already exciting possibilities
inherent in the land donation.’
Salt Spring’s recently produced Area Farm
Plan is an on-going inspiration for EcoReality,
which will implement many of the points of the
plan. ‘EcoReality’s plans fit in well with the
recommendations of the Area Farm Plan,’
according to Anne Macey, project administrator
for its steering committee.
Involving the greater Fulford Valley,
community is a goal of EcoReality. ‘This purchase
and farm plan has the potential to keep one of the
most beautiful, well-managed farms in the Gulf
Islands intact and operating as a large, contiguous,

organic farm unit,’ said Gavin Johnston, a
neighbour who will be working together with
EcoReality on managing his adjoining 83-acre
parcel, ‘That is why I am involved.’
Through co-operative ownership, affordable
equity is another major goal of EcoReality. ‘The
average farmer can’t afford farmland any longer,’
according to Carol Wagner, EcoReality Finance
Steward, ‘The co-op allows people who couldn’t
normally afford it to get back on the land.’
Many of the ideas for the site have been
influenced by the draft Official Community Plan.
‘This land fills the expressed needs of the Salt
Spring Island public for a human-scale
community-within-a-community that will
champion sustainable agriculture within the
context of natural resource stewardship,’ said
EcoReality Ecology Steward, Shannon Cowan.
Learning and education will play a pivotal role
at the new site. ‘We seek to attract a group of
people into an evolving learning process about
community-based holistic living,’ said Cowan.
EcoReality members include a UBC professor
of agroecology and two certified Permaculture
instructors. ‘We plan to run many programs and
workshops on the site to spread knowledge of
organic farming and community living,’ said
EcoReality Program Steward, James Cowan.
Planned courses include a Permaculture
Design Certificate course, fermentation and
preserving, scything, lawns-to-food, local biofuel
production, alternative energy systems, and
natural building, as well as farming and
gardening topics.
EcoReality has world-class friends in the
sustainability movement whom they plan to
bring to Salt Spring as instructors and workshop
leaders. ‘We have a broad range of talent that we
hope to share with the greater community,’ said
Steinman.
EcoReality Co-op can be reached via their
website: www.EcoReality.org, or 250- 537-2024. ✐

Revised electoral districts
The Electoral Districts Act 2008, introduced on
April 7 by Attorney General Wally Oppal, will
increase British Columbia’s electoral districts to
85, up from the current 79 seats. The bill sets out
proposed boundaries for the next general election.
The Electoral Districts Act 2008 would adopt
most of the recommendations made in the
February 14 final report of the Electoral
Boundaries Commission, along with the
alternate scenario for the North and CaribooThompson regions also contained in that report.
The Electoral Boundaries Commission report
originally srecommended 83 electoral districts,
removing two from rural British Columbia, while
increasing the number of urban districts.

Under the legislation, MLA representation in
rural districts will be maintained, says the
government. Six urban seats will be added to
address urban population growth, for a total of
85 seats.
View the electoral districts proposed for
2009: www.bc-ebc.ca/final_report/province_smp.
The Electoral Boundaries Commission Act
requires that a new commission be appointed
after every second provincial election. The
commission reviews electoral boundaries,
taking into account population, geography,
history and community interests, as well as to
ensure each MLA represents approximately the
same number of people. ✐
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The BC approach to GHG regulation –
carbon taxation plus ‘cap-&-trade’
BC’s Liberal Government is attacking
greenhouse gas emissions in the province
with a double-barreled strategy: a shift to a
carbon tax for fossil fuel users (most of us)
and a ‘cap & trade’ system for large emitters.
Legislation to authorize both approaches has
been introduced in the current session of the
legislature. It follows last year’s Bill 44, which
set targets for the province’s GHG emissions,
and required the public sector, including the
government itself, to move to a ‘carbon
neutral’ regime.
So far, there has been little opportunity for
public comment or discussion but there are
many details still to be determined or
announced, particularly on the overall targets
and the ‘cap & trade’ scheme; it has been very
much a ‘top down’ process so far. (A
description of the carbon tax scheme is found
in a separate article on page 8.)

The Western Climate
Initiative
BC also joined an organization known as the
Western Climate Initiative (WCI), a cooperative of seven western US states
(Arizona, California, Montana, New Mexico,
Oregon, Washington, Utah), and two
provinces (BC and Manitoba). Observers,
and possible future participants, include

Saskatchewan, Ontario, Quebec, and a
number of US and Mexican states.
WCI has a number of groups working on
recommendations for the implementation of
a cap-&-trade system which, if adopted by
participating jurisdictions, would enable
inter-jurisdictional trading of permits, while
mutually guaranteeing the integrity of
emissions data.
In a way, this might be compared to the
European Union system, where each
jurisdiction is responsible for setting,
allocating, and enforcing its own caps, but
harmonization of systems has enabled a wide
trading base. (This is desirable because some
areas have concentrations of emitting
operations of the same type or which face
similar
market
conditions—weather
constraints, etc)
Some of the WCI working groups have
made considerable progress; most, however,
are in the preliminary report stage. They have
consulted stakeholders but there has been
little public discussion.

Bill 44
Adopted last year, BC’s Bill 44 (The
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Targets Act) set
province-wide targets for GHG emissions: by
GHG REGULATION, please turn to page 2

Fernie residents celebrate no drilling for
methane in Flathead Valley, yet
On Saturday, April 14, nearly 300 residents
of Fernie took to the streets to reiterate their
opposition to a British Petroleum (BP)
proposal to drill for coalbed methane (CBM)
in southeastern BC’s Flathead and Elk Valley.
To no-one’s surprise, BP representatives
were not present, says local opposition
organizer, NGO Wildsight. ‘This was a
farewell party,’ said Wildsight representative
Casey Brennan. ‘There have been many
chances for BP to participate in public
discussion about the fate of our communities.
So far, BP has chosen not to be a part. We’ll
take that silence as confirmation that they
know people don’t want them here,’ says
Brennan.
In February, as a result of extensive
campaigning by locals and conservationists,
the provincial government declined BP’s
proposal to drill for CBM in the nearby
Flathead Valley. In a letter to Wildsight, BC
Premier Gordon Campbell stated his
government had ‘…received a lot of public

and professional input on this matter, and
have decided that the British Petroleum
proposal for the extraction of coalbed
methane will not be permitted on the
Canadian side of the Flathead River Basin.’
Yet, according to Wildsight, East
Kootenay MLA Bill Bennett said the
provincial government is holding the door
open for BP to re-enter the Flathead at a
future date.
To make sure the truth hit home,
representatives of Wildsight and the Flathead
Coalition flew to London, England to attend
BP’s annual general meeting and meet with
major shareholders. ‘BP executives should
know there is more than just profit at stake
here,’ says Wildsight program manager Kat
Hartwig, who will be representing the
organization in London. ‘The health and
wellbeing of entire communities will be
negatively affected if this spectacular land is
disfigured.’ ✐
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Government has no plan to protect threatened marbled murrelet
Despite repeated Forest Practices Board recommendations to
act, the province has not developed a strategy for conserving
marbled murrelet habitat, leaving forest professionals and
industry with weak direction on what is necessary to ensure the
survival of the threatened seabird, says a board report issued on
April 17.
The report, ‘Conservation of Species at Risk under the Forest
and Range Practices Act,’ is the third board report on marbled
murrelet habitat since 2003. This investigation examined
marbled murrelet habitat on the Sunshine Coast in an Interfor
operating area. It finds that while logging company Interfor is
doing its best to set aside valuable habitat for the bird, the
province’s current guidance for conserving marbled murrelet
habitat is based on a provincial policy of limiting the impacts of
conservation measures on the provincial timber supply, and not
on the actual habitat needs of the species. The province has
created very few legally protected areas for the birds’ nesting
habitat.
‘The provincial government needs to set clear targets as to
what constitutes ‘recovery’ and ‘survival’ in terms of the marbled
murrelet,’ said board chair Bruce Fraser. ‘Interfor has done its
best to ensure the area it conserves is as useful as possible to
murrelets, but the company’s effort is constrained by
government, and it is not possible to determine if its efforts are
sufficient. More troubling for the board, without government
designation of specific habitat to protect, areas conserved by
Interfor could be logged by another licensee operating on the
same land base.’
Under the federal Species at Risk Act (SARA), the marbled
murrelet recovery team is developing a strategy for the murrelet.
That draft strategy is proceeding through the SARA process but
GHG REGULATION from page 1
2020, 33% less than 2007; by 2050, 80% less than 2007.
The Minister of the Environment was required ‘as soon as
reasonably practicable’ to determine just what the 2007 level
actually were. Further, by December 31 of 2008, the Minister
‘must, by order, establish BC greenhouse gas emissions targets
for 2012 and 2016.’ In addition to carbon dioxide, the emissions
covered included methane, nitrous oxide, hydrofluorocarbons,
perfluorocarbons, sulphur hexafluoride ‘and any other
substance prescribed by regulation.
The Act also required all public sector organizations (yet to be
defined) to be ‘carbon neutral’ by 2010, and the provincial
government was itself to be carbon neutral by this year (2008).
They were accomplish this by trading in ‘emission offsets’, at that
point vaguely and loosely defined.
The entire bill was a vague shot in the dark; an attempt to take
possession of the GHG issue. Never mind; it was start, and sets the
Minister of the Environment some rather daunting tasks.

Cap-&-Trade Framework
This spring’s Bill 18 (Greenhouse Gas Reduction (Cap & Trade)
Acts sets up a vague framework for a BC-based cap-&-trade
system, to be applied to ‘regulated operations.’ (In the Act, a
regulated operation is defined as ‘an operation that is a regulated
operation under the regulations’!) These are thought to be
industrial point-source emitters (chimneys or exhaust stacks),
but in some cases, GHG emissions outside BC may be attributed
to ‘regulated operations’.
The Act provides for emissions reporting, the setting of an
overall cap on the number of compliance units (a BCAU unit
equals one tonne of CO2 equivalent emissions) that may be
‘made available’ for a ‘compliance period’; the authorization of
‘BC Emission Reduction Units’ (BCERUs) which may be issued
to projects whose objective is ‘reducing or avoiding’ GHG
emissions, or ‘removing’ GHG from the atmosphere; and
‘Recognized Compliance Units’ (RCUs) which represent units
‘from another system that are recognized as RCUs by regulation’.
These are the three types of ‘compliance units’ that may be
‘retired’ to cover the actual GHGs emitted by a regulated
operation. The actual issuance, authorization, and transfer of all
three are controlled by the ‘director’ who has not yet been
named. There is to be a tracking system, and regulated
operations are to have ‘accounts’ in the system. There is also
provision for others (brokers, etc?) to hold accounts in the
system.
The Act also provides for reporting, for supplementary
reports should the original report be incorrect, for inspections,
for defined offences, and for penalties. In addition to provision
for appeals to the Environmental Appeal Board, there is also an
interesting provision which empowers any BC resident to ask the
Chief Conservation Officer to investigate allegations of
wrongdoing under the Act (a whistleblowers’ clause). Such
allegations must be investigated and may be passed on to the
Criminal Justice Branch for action.
The Act specifically states that BCAUs and BCERUs are ‘not
a property right.’ It is also interesting that a conviction under the
Act is not required to be ‘beyond reasonable doubt’ but may be
obtained ‘on a balance of probabilities’. In view of the scientific
uncertainty inherent in emissions measurement, this would
seem to be essential.
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has not been finalized. The province has not responded to the
proposed strategy or put forward its own plan. If the proposed
federal strategy were implemented, it would conserve 20% more
murrelet habitat in Interfor’s plan area than current provincial
legislation allows.

Marbled Murrelet Recovery
Marbled murrelets are relatively abundant, but their numbers
are believed to be declining at such a rate that the species is
designated as threatened by the Committee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC). The murrelet is on
BC’s red list of species that are threatened, endangered or a
candidate for such designation. The vast majority of the world
population of marbled murrelets is in Alaska, but the species is
threatened in Washington, Oregon, California and Canada.

Federal Recovery Strategy
In 2003, the federal government completed the draft Marbled
Murrelet Recovery Team Advisory Document, which, while not
a full murrelet management strategy, was directed at de-listing
Canada’s marbled murrelet from its ‘threatened’ status. The
recovery strategy was based on a 2002 assessment of murrelets.
The strategy’s premise was that, while the decline of the BC
marbled murrelet would likely continue, if the rate could be
limited to less than 30% between 2002 and 2032, it would be
slow enough that the marbled murrelet would no longer meet
threatened species criteria.
The general idea was to maintain marbled murrelet breeding
sites over their historic range and stabilize murrelet population
(or at least its indicator, nesting habitat) at more than 70% of the
MURRELET, please turn to page 11

What’s Not Defined
The actual administration of a GHG emissions cap & trade
system is not simple, and it is not surprising that so many of the
details are left up to regulations yet to be published (or possibly
yet to be worked out). In this context, the government’s claim
that the system will be up and running by August 2008 is
probably over-optimistic, to say the least.
Among those decisions yet to be made (besides what Bill 44
requires of the Minister of the Environment) are:
• what industries, and what operations, are to be included;
will there be minimum thresholds?
• Will the initial issue of compliance units be through auction,
at a fixed price, free, or some combination of these? Will the
price be the same to all regulated operations? If there are
significant proceeds from their sale, what will happen to the
money?
• What is the compliance period to be? Will ‘banking’ of
compliance units from one period to another be permitted?
Under what circumstances? Do unused compliance units
expire?
• How will the director determine what GHGs are
attributable to a regulated operation, including those occurring
outside BC (particularly important in dealing with electricity
generation)?
• In establishing methodology for allocation of caps and their
associated BCAUs–will the technology and economics of
particular industries or operations be considered? What
technological rules will be followed in order to ensure equity?
• What limits may be placed on the importing of credits
(RCUs) from other jurisdictions?
• How would the system be harmonized with other cap-&trade systems such as: as those of other provinces, intensity
targets, the WCI, Kyoto’s provisions for GHG projects in
developing countries, and the European Union?
• How would projects which ‘reduce or avoid’ GHGs be
evaluated for the issuance of BCERUs? Could these include, for
example, forests (as carbon sinks) or non-fossil fuel energy
generation (wind farms, run-of-river hydro)? How about land
use decisions, which can have major GHG impacts?

More Work To Do, Public To Consult
This is far from a complete list, but it is clear that, in the setting
up of this significant market, the ‘devil is in the details’–the
above list provides plenty of lurking room for Beezlebub and his
friends. So far, the government has only outlined principles, but
there has been a dearth of public consultation or discussion.
As the system develops, transparency will be vital,
particularly at start-up. Not only will the public wish to judge
decisions which can have a significant effect on the BC economy,
but those industries involved will also have plenty to say. It
would be unfortunate if the whole initial allocation exercise
devolves into a lobbying contest.
The WCI has studied several of these questions, and has
made thoughtful recommendations. However, even these will
require careful review from a BC point of view.
It is time for the public to get involved. The government has
set up a useable framework, but the determination of the
answers to the questions above, and many others, deserves time
and attention. The consequences of error could be very
damaging to BC as well as to the worldwide campaign against
climate change. ✐
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank & Shirley Stonier
oes Spring look good clad in snow? The odd, quaint
hail/flurry adds a spice to the bursting green—but a week
of sloppy cold? I am pacified, mostly, by the continuing
unfolding of vegetation, the return of migrants and their
fascinating behaviors to ensure proliferation.
On Friday 18 April, Gulf Islands Secondary School (GISS)
teachers came over on the watertaxi from Salt Spring and had a
professional development day at the Saturna Ecological
Education Centre (SEEC). The group went down the waterfall
trail with snowflakes furiously swirling and some later played a
fast, tough game of frisbee.
It was great to reconnect with excellent district teachers
Eleanor Cocker and Dave Astil, who used to teach Saturna’s
children on Mayne. The participants already know the
highschool students who have attended SEEC sessions last
semester and this one. The hands-on day spent learning about
the program with Steve Dunsmuir, school staff and volunteers
helped teachers understand which students would benefit from
attending. GISS has a wealth of innovative programs, especially
in arts and sports. Teachers were glad to know of another
innovative district program in which some of their students
might excel.

D

Local Groups Cooperate
The Fire Protection Society, the Health Committee of the
Saturna Community Club and the Rec Centre board are
collaborating on a plan that might see a new fire hall and
ambulance centre on the Rec Centre piece of land. Other players
include the Capital Regional District. Having the three groups
involved creates a good overview for the community to
understand the ramifications of budget, buildings, cost
effectiveness and meeting the needs of different Island groups.

Community Club AGM
A Pot Luck Dinner was a great way to begin the Community Club
AGM. Then it was down to business.
• Jon Guy gave the famous Cemetery Report—brief and
humorous. No one died last year or wanted to be buried on
Saturna, two plots were sold, and there was one brief meeting on
East Point Road. Between Barb Ropars and Jon the grass has
been cut. Jon invites anyone to join and you are a member for
life!
• Bill Schermbrucker, chair of the recycling committee, thank
the community for its volunteer help and reported that we are
wildly successful and in fact have outpaced our CRD funding. A
new contract will need to be negotiated between the Southern
Gulf Islands Recycling Coalition and the CRD. Jason Key is our
on site managers, which is a paid position, and everyone else
volunteers. Denise Kuzyk is Free Store Manager, and Bev Neff
and Jody and Jim Bavis are full time volunteers who take an
overall responsibility. Bev schedules the twenty or so volunteers
and takes minutes at the quarterly meetings. Judy Tipple is long
-time treasurer and Judith Rees-Thomas does write-ups.
• Dawn Wood will be our chair for the 2008 Lamb BBQ, she
was quickly acclaimed and cheered for taking this on with the
willing assistance of Donna Curwen.
• Dan Thachuk presented our draft Heritage Bylaw. It is
simple and to the point and was endorsed by the Community
Club. The draft bylaw will now go through an Islands Trust bylaw
process.
• Richard Blagborne reported that the foghorn building reuse project, is making tremendous strides. A lease has been
negotiated between Parks Canada, the CRD and Saturna Parks
and Recreation. A Saturna Historical Committee has been
created and will meet immediately to discuss strategies for
funding, construction and content design.
• Ilka Olsen kindly reported for Denise Kuzyk on the state of
our Library. The Library is full of volunteers and full of patrons!
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The Saturna Emergency Social Services team practiced opening
a reception centre on Sunday, April 20. Forty volunteers and
role-playing ‘evacuees’ participated in the event. Part of any
practice is reviewing our procedures to refine them, to ensure
that volunteers are cross-trained so that at any time we could
open a centre with the available volunteers.
Volunteers in neighbourhoods had had a training session
prior to the exercise. Once again volunteers show their support
for Saturna’s needs and we have approximately 70 volunteers
who are trained to help out at the neighborhood level as well as
able to provide comfort and shelter to anyone displaced by a
disaster. ✐

National Park
Liaison—
Camping & Feral
Goats
The Saturna Parks Canada
Liaison Committee reported
on the last meeting with Parks
Canada. The committee is
expressing concern about no
reservation system and no
overflow plan for the seven
new walk-in camp sites at
Narvaez Bay. Parks Canada
explained that the small
number of campsites will
allow them to keep on top of
the situation. If an issue
develops, a prevention strategy
will be developed. Parks
Canada reports increased
compliance with regulations
on Cabbage and Tumbo
through routine checks.
A lot of use is not expected
at the new sites, because park
visitor
numbers
have
dropped and so has camping
but Islanders think that the
campsites will be very popular
in July and August. A new
map has been generated to
show locations for campsite
suitability on Saturna by
evaluating various factors at
each site.
Illio
Bertolami
and
Richard Blagborne talked
about the steady rate of
increase in the numbers of
feral
goats
and
the
consequent degradation in
Brown Ridge’s habitat.

Wider implications of BSE to be studied
The Rural Family Health Study group is
currently recruiting individuals to participate in
a nation-wide survey examining the impact of
prion diseases (Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease),
from Bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE)
on the health and well-being of Canadian
ranchers and farmers.
Despite the BSE outbreak in cattle in 2003,
the health of rural communities and farmers
has received relatively little attention compared
to urban populations. There remains a need to
understand the effects of BSE in order to form
and evaluate programs and policies that
promote the health of Canadian farm families
and communities.
Participants will be followed over a
minimum of three years, with the goal of
examining how the health of farm families and
the surrounding communities adapt over time.
The survey is open to people in BC, Alberta,
Saskatchewan, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba,
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward

Emergency Exercise

We have a new sign, lots of new books and lots of juvenile
fiction—due to a small grant. We are looking to beef up nonfiction and asking the community for book donations for the very
popular library sale at the Lamb BBQ.
• Brian Dixon-Warren presented his report for the Saturna
Water Conservation Committee and asked for more volunteers.
The activities of the committee fall into three categories: wells,
rainwater catchment, and other water conservation measures. The
committee has organized rainwater catchment tours of Island
homes, has monitored Saturna groundwater for five years, and
promotes low-flush toilets and other water-saving measures.
• Jacques Campbell is the Community Club’s chairperson, Bill
Schermbrucker is vice-chair, and Marion Dombovary is
treasurer. To her dismay,
Kerry Pavlatos has not yet
recovered enough from her
hand and arm injury to
continue as secretary. So, we
are looking for a secretary and
thank Sandy Crowley for
taking minutes for the AGM.
All of the past directors stood
again.

Island, Newfoundland and Labrador.
While the economic impacts of BSE are
often visible, the effects on the health and wellbeing of affected farmers and their families, as
well as their coping strategies, are not well
known—some farms have been able to adapted
in response to BSE, while others have declared
bankruptcy or sold out.
Part of a larger project lead by Dr Wilfreda
Thurston, University of Calgary, and Dr Carol
Amaratunga, University of Ottawa, a priority of
the project is to return information to the
communities and inform government policymakers of the status of farm families in the
wake of BSE.
Members from farm, ranch and rural
communities interested in participating can
contact the National Research Coordinator,
Madhu Sindhwani, by calling toll free at 1-877422-4358 or ruralfamilyhealth@ucalgary.ca.
For more information on the project, visit
http://fchnet.ucalgary.ca/. ✐
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ROYAL WINNIPEG BALLET – Peter Pan
CHUNKY MOVE (Australia)
HUBBARD STREET DANCE (Chicago)
Plus World Premiere performances of a new Nutcracker
SEASON SPONSOR

DanceVictoria.com to request a brochure
Tickets: 386-6121

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

(250) 386-7643

Phone:

We’re all about the Islands
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

NANAIMO

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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BC Ferries Board of Directors Pay
Increase
The following letter was sent to the BC Premier and the Minister
of Transportation and Highways. It was sent to Island Tides for
publication.
Dear Premier:
Reference is made to the indecently high pay increases the Board
of directors of BC Ferries have voted themselves.
My friends and I are very annoyed that a bunch of so called
high profile captains of commerce and industry wish to enrich
themselves on the back of travellers on our coastal ferries. No
doubt these increased income requirements will come out of the
pockets of the users of our coastal ferries through exorbitant
increases of the ferry fares!
Your Government, as the sole shareholders of BC Ferries, are
representing the real shareholders, the tax-paying residents of
British Columbia. If you would have any sense of justice you
would heed the outrage of these ‘shareholders’ and, as owners of
BC Ferries, would reduce the pay increases to the level of the cost
of living increases!
Bill 18, the Coastal Ferry Act, provides a very tight
framework for ‘running’ BC Ferries and the responsibilities and
governance carried out by its board are much easier than for a
private sector company!
There seems to be a race going on between the increases in
the emoluments of BC Ferries’ Directors and fare increases—the
directors of BC Ferries are winning!!
We urgently request you to use your right as representatives
of shareholders to roll back the pay increases of the directors to
a reasonable level.
Jakob Knaus, Sechelt

Peace Before Peacekeepers
Dear Editor:
Murray Dobbin gets a bit of mileage out of Orwellian word play
but it has no traction and in the process he misses the point. (He
also conveniently ignores the fact that Lester Pearson committed
Canada to the Korean ‘peacekeeping’ operation which was actually
full blown war. Presumably this was because the UN said it was
okay.) With regard to Afganistan the issue is not one of ideologies—
which political party is more pure—but the pragmatic one of what
is required in order to have peace. As was clearly shown in
Rwanda, Bosnia et al, peace does not result from sending boy

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners
• Farm
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts
Salt Spring Island: #1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Doug Guedes • 1-250-537-5527

Sidney: A2 - 9769 Fifth Street
Jason McCutcheon • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)

Brentwood Bay: 7178 W. Saanich Rd

Editorial: Time for a Rethink
n April 1, five new directors were appointed to the Board
of BC Ferries Services Inc giving a total of thirteen; all to
enjoy their new annual salaries of $48,000.
For that kind of money, BCFS should expect, and obtain, the
services of heavyweights. And heavyweights are needed now—
after five years of operation, it’s time for a thorough review of the
assumptions which the government made in the 2003
‘privatization’ of BC’s public coastal ferry services. The new
directors are well placed to ask those awkward questions.
The first assumption was that the ferries, being essentially
monopoly carriers, would be attractive targets for take-over by
private operators. This was, and is, wishful thinking.
The Vancouver Island/Mainland routes are, on the surface,
profitable (they are required to be), but carry an enormous debt
load because of the need to replace aging vessels.
The southern Gulf Island routes can never be profitable, and
any operator is at the mercy of whatever the government is
willing to pay in terms of subsidy. The Northern routes have
similar financial characteristics, but are politically essential as
the only sea transportation to many remote communities; the
government has already found it necessary to increase subsidies
there to cover increasing fuel and capital costs.
The second assumption was that these three differing
operations had much in common, such that they could all benefit
from the same ‘private sector’ philosophy of management. Not
true, and the calculation necessary to ensure that all three
apparently produce comparable returns on investment, whether
subsidized or not, has required considerable ingenuity on the
part of Martin Crilly, the Ferry Commissioner.
The third assumption was that the provincial government
subsidy for the Gulf Islands and Northern routes could be
essentially frozen, with all future cost increases covered by fare
increases.
Unfortunately, but nevertheless predictably, costs have been
more than forecast, particularly for fuel, and fare increases have
been far greater than the ‘cost of living’ level originally promised.
(This promise was reinterpreted as ‘based on the cost of living’
which has led to fare calculation formulae which multiply the
cost of living by significant, and increasing, factors.)

O

The fourth assumption was that the traffic would continue to
increase, regardless of fare increases. This has not turned out to
be true. In fact, it was naïve. Particularly on the Gulf Islands runs,
substantial fare increases have been accompanied by traffic
reductions, leading to even greater fare increases, which can be
expected to lead to further reductions in ridership. An endless
cycle of faltering connectivity, impacting livelihood and
economies. Driving these vibrant mixed-community Islands to
being stereotypical gated communities for the wealthy.
This is where the new directors should be expected to earn
their money. They must be prepared to question the very basis of
the services to the Islands, and to the North. They must be
prepared to recognize that the ferry services—all of them—are
essential parts of the provincial transportation infrastructure
and must be financed, at least partially, from the public purse.
Immediately prior to the ‘privatization’ of BC Ferries,
agreement had been reached on a provincial subsidy plan which
guaranteed ferries a fixed percentage of provincial gasoline tax
revenues, an amount which might be expected to reflect both the
increasing cost of fuel and the increasing traffic which would
come with a burgeoning economy. This financial plan was, of
course, immediately abandoned in the haste to privatize.
During the five years of privatization, the service has been
maintained, but at drastically increased cost to Gulf Island
residents and visitors. It is clear that privatization has not yielded
the promised benefits, but the major reason for this has been the
stubborn refusal of the provincial government to maintain a
proportional subsidy. Relating it to the fuel tax, as suggested
above, is one way of doing this. A plan to roll back fares on these
routes would be another; this would bring certainty to
apprehensive Islanders.
We are sure that the new BC Ferries directors, with their
considerable business experience, will be able to identify other
alternatives, and convince the government that significant
changes are essential. Our point is that it is time for a critical
examination, rather than the continued blind pursuit of existing
policies based on wrong assumptions. ✐

Readers’ Letters
scouts with blue berets and night-sticks into a war zone.
When both, or all, parties actually want peace even the police
may occasionally be able to manage that. But when the parties
want the other’s heads, no amount of talking will produce the
desired result.
The simple fact is that in order to engage in peacekeeping it
often must first be made. In some cases this will necessarily be
Carthaginian. Canadians seem to love the abstract, sanitized and
romanticized image of The Warrior while ignoring the
inconvenient fact that warriors and armies exist to kill.
Afganistan is a hopeless situation if it is expected that peace
will be delivered by the great ‘western’ savior who builds schools,
drills wells and then returns home to a warm and fuzzy triumph.
That expectation would require an imperial attitude and a
willingness to commit lives and treasure for a generation or
more. If there were some actual payoff this might be worth
consideration. But Afganistan has nothing that Canada wants—
except perhaps opium poppies. And, oh yes, an oil pipeline.
The primary value of the Afganistan adventure is that Canada
once again has an army, though there are still too many fat men
in uniform. To be sure, it is not yet fully equipped for the modern
battlefield, but the soldiers, the first and primary component of
an army, are ready.
Marc Alfred, Gabriola

Orwellian World
Dear Editor:
Murray Dobbin’s ‘War is Peace’ critique of Harper’s warping of
the definition of ‘peace-keeping’ is well-founded. Harper’s ‘warp’
derives from strict adherence to two over-simplified scientific
models that are also at the root of ‘environmental abuse’.
In our scientific short-hand, one of the simple archetypes we
deploy is that of man (the organism) as a ‘local, independent
‘control system’ that ‘adapts to its environment’ by way of
‘negative feedback loops’. That is, ‘If there is a gap between the
actual versus desired results of my actions, I revise my actions so
as to try to narrow the gap, in a continuing negative feedback
loop (between ‘inner’ and ‘outer’ realms).’ The hope is that the
gap will continue to shrink.
The over-simplicity of this model can be described by another
Orwellian phrase, ‘Ignorance is Strength’; the man who is wellpositioned to drill into an aquifer may put himself into one of
these adaptive feedback loops until the gap between the water
volumes he desires and his drilling and pumping actions ‘tend to
zero’.... But at the same time, those on the other side of the hill
(or island etc.) who are not so well-situated on the common
aquifer, will see their supply slow to a trickle or cease altogether.
‘Ignorance is Strength’ is a motto whereby one man persists
in watering his lawn, filling his swimming pool and washing his
cars while another man’s vegetable garden takes on a Death
Valley pallor. Or in the case of tapping the (global) common

blanket of arable land for crops, he, who is most well-positioned
to tap it, may start using it not only for food (of which he has a
sur-abundance) but to fuel his automobiles, while those who are
not so well-positioned to tap it only to watch their trickle get
absorbed before it even reaches them.
The second over-simplistic scientific model is that noted by
McLuhan wherein ‘simple science’ invites us to understand the
machinery we plunk down in the community in terms of ‘what it
does’. As McLuhan said, ‘In terms of the ways in which the
machine altered our relations to one another and to ourselves, it
mattered not in the least whether it turned out cornflakes or
Cadillacs.’
Plunking weapons and tanks (military machinery) down in
someone else’s community and proclaiming them to be there to
‘make peace’ is an old story with many twists, but as McLuhan
observes, it is not the efficient operation of this machinery that
determines the dominant result, it is the transformation induced
in the dynamics of the community into which it is interposed.
General Rick Hillier, on retiring, says ‘I am not interested in
politics.’ Evidently, his interest was focused on the effective
operation of military machinery, a too-narrow overall focus that
can fuel the fires of opposition and grow the ranks of ‘the enemy’
as has been the repeated experience of the US. By this
narrowness, ‘peace-keeping’ degenerates into continuing
military operations, a tanks-and-machine-guns-in-the-citystreets ‘occupation’ that walks, talks and has the smell of ‘Slavery
is Freedom’.
Ted Lumley, Pender Island

Things Different On Galiano
Dear Editor:
In the March 20 edition of the Island Tides, Pam Freir of Galiano
Island expresses regret that progressive precautionary principle
regulation such as is being put into place on North Pender
Island, is in her perspective being dismantled on Galiano Island.
I share Pam’s support for the precautionary principle. There are
however, three significant differences that Pam and I, as well as
other interested parties, should consider when comparing the
precautionary principle legislation on North Pender with that
which exists currently on Galiano.
Firstly, the new precautionary legislation on North Pender is
zone-blind, that is to say, it can apply equally to any of the two
dozen zones on North Pender. Actual specific application of the
precautionary principle to any of the North Pender zones is
dependent on a sensitive ecological amenity actually being
present in any of these zones. The existing precautionary
application that Pam regrets being dismantled on Galiano in her
letter, the disallowance of dwelling until such time as the
ecological amenity of the lot can be properly assessed and
protected, applies to only one specific zone from the two dozen
LETTERS, please turn to next page

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!
Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices

Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)

Serving All The Gulf Islands

Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd.
Saanichton: #2-7855 East Saanich Road

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

Dan Olive • 1-800-663-0877

www.seafirstinsurance.com
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‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words
Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

Thursday, May 15

Jaime RT & Andy Hillhouse—2007 Canadian Folk Music
Awards nominees; groovin' West Coast folk music, fiddola, guitar
and voice • FRI, MAY 2: Pender, Community Hall; SAT, MAY 3:
Mayne Island, Agricultural Hall • Both shows 7:30pm • Tickets
$15/adults, $8/youth • Info: www.jaimert.com Jaime 250-5381919 • ON PENDER & MAYNE ISLANDS

Two
Investment
Workshops—
presented by investment advisor Viola
VandeRuyt; morning: Golden Girls, women
investing for income; afternoon: Socially
Responsible Investing, how to get good
investment returns and feel good • Pender
Library • 10:30am and 1pm • Open to all,
RSVP 1-866-678-2200 • Info: 1-866-6782200, viola.vanderuyt@nbf.ca • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, May 3

Sat, May 3, Thurs, May 8 & 15, Sun, May 11
Pender Film Group Screenings—SAT MAY 3: The Golden
Compass (2007)—in a parallel universe, Lyra Belacqua journeys
to the far North to save her best friend and other kidnapped
children; THURS MAY 8: King Corn (2007)—two friends and one
acre of subsidized corn raise troubling questions about how we eat
and how we farm; SUN MAY 11: family matinée (1pm),
Chitty,Chitty Bang Bang (1968)—the classic musical; THURS
MAY 15: December Boys (2007)—one summer, four orphans boys
find themselves competing for the attention of the same family •
All shows 7:30pm, except matinée • Community Hall • Admission
by donation • Info: www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER
ISLAND

Tuesday, May 6
Food for BC—a province wide agricultural initiative to address
critical issues facing farming communities;
NDP agriculture critic Corky Evans and
Saanich South NDP MLA David Cubberley
invite farmers and concerned citizens from
Pender, Mayne, Saturna and Galiano •
Pender Community Hall • 6-8pm • Info: Susan
250-953-4707,
foodforbc@leg.bc.ca
www.foodforbc.ca, • ON PENDER ISLAND

Thursday, May 8
Book Launch & Reading—Margaret
Mitchell, social activist and long time MP will
read from her entertaining memoir No
Laughing Matter-Adventure, Activism, and
Politics; book sale proceeds to the Margaret
Mitchell Fund for Women • Mayne Island
Library • 7:30pm • Free admission • Info: 604873-1493 • ON MAYNE ISLAND

Thurs–Sun, May 8–11 & Thurs–Sat, May 15–17
Graffiti Theatre’s production ‘Born Yesterday’—directed
by award-winning director Mort Ransen• ArtSpring • 8pm; except
May 11, show at 2pm, followed by 4pm forum on corruption in
government with panellists Patrick Brown and Briony Penn • Info:
www.graffititheatre.ca, ArtSpring: 250-537-2102 • ON SALT
SPRING ISLAND

Sat & Sun, May 10 & 11
Victoria Conservatory of Music’s 26th Mother’s Day
Garden Tour—self-guided tour of Victoria’s most beautiful
private gardens, music by Conservatory students, plant sale,
presented by Newport Realty and Newport Property Management
• 10am-5pm • Two-day pass $25 • Info: 250-386-5311, 1-866-3865311, www.victoriagardentour.com • IN VICTORIA

LETTERS from previous page
or so existing on Galiano, even though the amenity the Galiano
precautionary principle seeks to protect generally exists to some
extent on at least some of the lots in all the two dozen or so zones
on Galiano. I join Pam in accepting the North Pender’s island
wide precautionary principles, a viable alternate to a single zone
specific application such as on Galiano.
Secondly, the precautionary legislation on North Pender
Island is framed as a development permit prohibition, specifically
targeting the sensitive ecological amenity concerned. So a given
property on North Pender may have portions of its area covered
by several sensitive ecosystem prohibitions, but the balance of the
lot outside of the sensitive ecology development zones would be
considered available for normal everyday human use. In contrast,
the existing precautionary legislation that Pam wishes to hold to
on Galiano is framed as a blanket prohibition of the entire lot,
even though the sensitive areas as defined on North Pender’s
precautionary principle legislation does not encompass the
entirety of all of these lots on Galiano. In other words, on Galiano
the ecologically sensitive baby is lumped in with the not so
sensitive bathwater. I admire North Pender Island’s ability to
pinpoint target in a zone-blind manner the ecologically sensitive
areas, versus the Galiano blanket prohibition over every part of a
lot in just the one zone out of two dozen.
Finally, the legal technique currently being used on Galiano
to administer the precautionary principle that Pam wishes to
retain, the community’s offer of land use in return for ecological
amenity protection, is now recognized both by Island Trust
council and many other students of the law, as beyond the
powers of a Trust Committee. It’s a fine arcane legal point no
doubt, but whereas a local community is allowed to offer more
density in return for ecological amenity protection, a local

Victoria Wood Studio
FINE GATES & PASSAGEWAYS

Thurs-Sat, May 15-17, Thurs-Sun, May
22-25 & Thu, May 29
Songs of the Salish Sea Tour—Valdy,
folksinger extraordinaire, fisher-poet Kathy
Stack, and New Zealand guitarist Graham
Wardrop remount their 2006 tour • THURS,
MAY 15: Lasqueti Hall; FRI, MAY 16:
Cortes, Manson's Landing; SAT, MAY 17:
Brackendale Art Gallery; THURS, MAY 22:
Thetis Hall; FRI, MAY 23: Sidney, Mary
Winspear Centre, Bodine Family Hall; SAT,
MAY 24: Salt Spring, Artspring; SUN, MAY
25: Gabriola, The Haven; THURS, MAY 29: Hornby Hall • All
shows 8pm • Admission prices vary with venue ($10-$20) • Info:
boothinlet@saltspring.com • AROUND THE SALISH SEA

Saturday, May 17
Mayne Island Conservancy's 3rd
Annual May Day Celebration—morris
dancers, procession to Miners Bay Park
with drummers & singers, maypole,
labyrinth for the May Queen’s crowning;
dancing and games, delicious refreshments,
prize for the best May Day costume • Starts
at the Farmers’ Market • 1pm • Admission
Free • Info: Helen O’Brian 250-539-5619 •
ON MAYNE ISLAND

Sunday, May 18
Outward Voyage Concert—baritone Cliff Ridley and pianist
Danielle Marcinek performing the work of Ladysmith poet Ken
Cathers and Vancouver composer Christopher Ludwig •
Community Hall • 3:30pm • Tickets @ Talisman & Southridge •
Adults $10/Students $5/Children 12 & under free • Info: 604687-3144 www.cliffridley.com • ON PENDER ISLAND

Wed, May 21 to Sun, June 1
Uno Fest—Canada's singular live theatre event;
20+ shows, Andy Jones, Linda Griffiths, teen angst
poetry and more • Tickets: prices vary-$10-$20,
festival pass $99 • Multiple venues • Program &
tickets: 250-383-2663 www.intrepidtheatre.com •
IN VICTORIA

Saturday, May 24
13th Annual Bob Dylan Birthday
Party—an evening listening to or performing
your favourite Bob Dylan tunes (musicians: call
Carolyn Oko 250-539-9806) • Galiano
Community Hall • Potluck 5:30 pm, show 7pm,
Bob’s cake at 10pm • Admission: donation to
Galiano Community Land & Housing Trust • Info:
Tom Hennessy 250-529-2930 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

islandtides@islandtides.com 250-629-3660
community is not allowed to offer more variety of land use in
return for ecological amenity protection. Unfortunately the
precautionary law that Pam wishes to see stay in place on
Galiano does exactly what is not allowed, it specifically offers
more variety of land use in return for ecological amenity.
I am fairly confident the Galiano Trustees share with me and
Pam strong preferences for preserving all the potential salutary
benefits of the precautionary principle. Our Galiano Trustees
have in fact for two years carefully considered every possible way
to salvage Galiano’s historic achievement of a specific zonetargeted offer of more variety of land use in return for ecological
amenity, only to be bushwhacked at the very end by the Trust’s
own legal opinion on the limits of local governance.
North Pender’s precautionary principle allows Pender
Islanders a basic land use in the areas of a lot not formally
considered ecologically sensitive in their bylaw, and Galiano’s
own current proposed legislation would bring it into line with
North Pender on that manner of application of the precautionary
principle. It’s my hope that Galiano can also soon achieve what
North Pender has achieved, both in terms of protection and in
terms of community, and that both Pam and I will have our
common concerns satisfied by a North Pender type process of
precautionary principle.
Issac Kramer, Vancouver
LETTERS, please turn to page 11

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

Dieuwertje (Dita) von Aesch
DESIGNER / BUILDER

250-889-2308
dieufran@telus.net
www.VictoriaWoodStudio.com

Parochial Gardeners
Brian Crumblehulme

Fri, May 2 & Sat May 3

8th Annual Galiano Island Fun Triathlon—kayak 3km,
cycle 13km, run 5km; post-event barbeque, prizes, lots of fun,
fundraising event for Galiano
EDFitness Centre and KidSport •
LL Marine Park • 1pm • Entry:
Montague Harbour Provincial
CE
N
individuals: $45/adult,
CA$40/youth (age 16-19), $36/child (under
16; Team (relay) $40/adult, $30/youth, $26/child • Info:
http://activegaliano.org, jemcity@shaw.ca • ON GALIANO
ISLAND
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We all have our lists of pet peeves—minor irritants that could be
resolved if only someone else would do something. I try to keep
mine short, if for no other reason than that we all share the same
planet. One such irritant is that continental mind-set that
declares there are only two seasons, while here on the Salish Sea
we celebrate four.
In this minority region of some four hundred square
kilometres, (as large as some countries) we are blessed with four
glorious seasons and the ability to grow crops all year round.
That means three crops for sure and more if you inter-crop.
Spring implies sowing and planting for summer where summer
has come to mean attempting to coax tropical and semi-tropical
plants into bloom: petunias, tomatoes, canna lilies, and corn.
Thus, we nurse our tender seedlings along under glass through
March and April, patiently waiting for the first warm days of
early summer when we can plant them out beyond the danger of
frost.
It doesn’t take much knowledge or imagination, however, to
discover that the native species are primarily biennial and
perennial, germinating in late summer and fall into small plants
that will sit quietly through the rainy season and burst into
growth and bloom the following spring and summer. So it is with
most of the flowers and vegetables we can grow best in this west
coast climate. Consequently, the most important time for sowing
seeds is when the ground and the sun is warm, in other words,
July, August, and September. Beginning with the slow-growing
varieties (delphiniums, aquilegia, onions, broccoli, carrots, or
what have you), we move on to the intermediate biennials
(foxglove, wallflowers, kale, and spinach), until in the last warm
days of September we plant collards and Chinese cabbages,
lettuce, sweet peas, broad beans, and garlic. The list goes on.
Without the need for glass, much less a greenhouse heated to
tropical temperatures in January, these plants will thrive in rain
and the occasional snow for months to provide us with a
constant supply of winter vegetables and flowers for spring, all
for the price of a packet of seed.
Alas, that is where the peeve comes in, because if you go to the
garden store in August looking for winter vegetables or summer
perennials, you will usually find the shelves empty because the
packets have been returned to the supplier to make room for a
few pots of artificially dwarfed chrysanthemums and later, the
ubiquitous poinsettias. One garden advisor actually told me last
week that you should never sow anything later than July! This is
not Alberta, we live in a totally different climate where we do not
try to grow prize-winning corn or giant pumpkins in 35º
summer sun.
Alas, the majority will always have its way and I will have to
anticipate next year’s needs this spring and hoard my packages
carefully until needed. Then, I get the last laugh as I walk out to
gather salads, vegetables, and bouquets of flowers from my
garden all year round. ✐

What is a
property worth
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SSI:   
www drillwell com drill@drillwell com
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Voluntary Subscription? Keep
meaning to send it in? Help keep
all this great news coming!

Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?
If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our 70 free
boxes located across the Strait of Georgia and from
Victoria to Nanaimo, you can show your support and
appreciation by mailing a voluntary subscription of

($25 + $1.25 gst = $26.25) to:
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!
And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you
who have given subscriptions. And keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste them
all in our scrapbooks!

An intelligent way to get a mortgage.
Lower than posted bank rates
Gulf Island Financing
Self-employed
(may not have to prove income to qualify)

Sandy Noble

First-time buyers
Debt consolidation
No fee for consultant services

Mortgage Consultant

Thinking about buying… Find out what you can qualify for!

Phone: 604.825.0081 • Email: noble.s@shaw.ca
www.migroup.ca/sandynoble

THE ART & CRAFT OF SHELTER
AUTHENTIC PRE-CRAFTED HOME PACKAGES...
OF THE UTMOST QUALITY.

1 800 655 5574
WWW.PRECRAFTEDHOMES.COM
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All dressed up and no place to go.

High Arctic Summer ~ Salt Spring’s Climate Change Action Group
Winter’s unseasonably late last blast on the coast, an Arctic
outflow on April 18/19, has us longing for the summer. Though
we didn’t enjoy that reminder, Canadians are becoming
increasingly aware of our Arctic treasure. For most of us it used
to be just ‘the frozen north’—a wasteland, that happened to be
part of Canada. Now, with its massive importance in climate
change, and thanks to excellent CBC coverage, we are beginning
to own our Arctic with pride—and unease.
What will this summer bring for the Arctic as we tilt toward
the sun? Summer 2007 was a grim year. On September 16 last
year, the Polar ice cap was reduced to an historic low. The surface
ice lost last summer was the same as the area of Texas and
California combined. Scientists were universally shocked. Only
the word, ‘catastrophic’ accurately described the huge Arctic
melt.
For the ten thousand years of humankind’s civilization, the
Polar ice cap has helped keep the planet habitable for the species
found on Earth today. In the middle of the 20th century, this
changed. Slowly and erratically, the ice cover began shrinking
and thinning.
According to Dr James Overland of the National
Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration’s Pacific
Marine Environmental Laboratory in Seattle, half of the polar ice
has melted away between 1980 and this year, and 22% or
1.19million square kilometres, was lost between 2005 and 2007.
Is there hope that the Arctic ice will be restored to its midtwentieth century state? ‘No,’ says Overland, according to a
consensus of polar scientists last October, it will never freeze back.
As the air and water temperatures continue to warm, we can
expect a greater rate of ice loss annually, until it’s all gone.The
best we can do is slow it or halt it.
Why? Each year more of the Arctic Ocean is exposed to the
sun, and the warmer ocean water under the ice will speed the
melt, causing a classic example of a positive feedback loop, or
‘vicious circle’.
This feedback loop will drive another one, the melting of the
permafrost and the consequent release of gigatonnes of carbon
dioxide and methane, now in a frozen state. (Methane according
to Dr James Lovelock, is 24 times more powerful a greenhouse
gas than CO2.) And, of course, this greenhouse gas release will
raise global temperatures even more, causing more melting of
the world’s glaciers and ice sheets, which will raise the sea level.
And so on, tragically, if we cannot stop it.
New research shows the Arctic sea ice is melting faster than
predicted by any of the 18 computer models used by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change in preparing its
2007 assessments. The question is: ‘How long can the ice last?’
To answer this with any degree of accuracy, one should know
how fast it is thinning. We can see how fast it is shrinking from
satellite images, but we don’t have a truly precise measurement
of the thickness of the ice cap. Satellites do not give a good
representation of ice thickness.
Dr Peter Wadhams, Professor of Ocean Physics at the
Cambridge University Department of Applied Mathematics and
Theoretical Physics, says that the ice is thinning faster than it is
shrinking. So mapping the areas lost is not an accurate
representation of the rate of loss. Wadhams is not alone in his
concern. In 1999, Drew Rothrock, Associate Professor of
Oceanography at the University of Washington Polar Science
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Center in Seattle, published a paper at in which he stated that the
‘volume is down by some 40%’ (since 1953).
Wadhams explains, ‘the real long-term record of thickness
(from 1958) comes from submarines.’ In 2000 the British Royal
Navy released its last classified figures for analysis. On August 23
of that year, in an article in The Guardian, Wadhams stated, ‘The
average ice thickness in summer has decreased by 40% between
the 1970s and now.’ Wadhams is himself a veteran of Arctic
submarine voyages in the Fram Strait area using ‘upwardlooking sonar’ to measure the thickness of the ice.
This thinning is particularly remarkable in that it has
occurred in a major portion of the perennially ice-covered Arctic
Ocean, rather than the annually occurring winter ice.
However since the year 2000, there has been apparently
much more reliance on satellite data than upward-looking
submarine sonar. So recently, we have heard a great deal about
the shrinkage of the ice area, but not as much about the thinning.
In other words, we don’t have an accurate three-dimensional
view.
Newer submarines in use by the US Navy do not have the
more accurate sonar with which the older ones were equipped.
Rothrock says, that US submarines will have better sonar this
year. This is encouraging, for without knowing the thickness of
the ice, an accurate prediction of the year of its disappearance
cannot be made.

Preservation or Resource Extraction
What should be the response of world leaders to this crisis?
Instead of showing rational alarm for disastrous summer melts
in the Arctic and the effect this will have on our biosphere and
our species, they are reacting in a frenzied scrabble to see which
country can extract the most resources from this delicate area as
fast as possible as it melts.
Not only will great damage be caused to fragile ecosystems
and endangered species in the process of resource extraction,
but the eventual burning of the oil and gas removed from the
melting Arctic will contribute greatly to global warming. Another
calamitous positive feedback loop will be set in motion.
We are already seeing the results of this. Melting glaciers are
causing the sea to rise; wind and ocean currents have been
disrupted, causing catastrophic droughts, flooding and storms.
Not only will the Polar ice cap never come back, nor will the
world to which humankind and its civilization is adapted.
The word ‘Arctic’ derives from ‘Arcus, the Latin word for
‘bear,’ and it is easy to imagine a great white bear lying across our
polar north, her mantle spread to protect our cold seas from the
heat of the sun. Long may she live. ✐

Gateway project; pipeline
to hell ~ Peter D Carter
Folks in BC have never liked the idea of oil tankers plying their
coast. How about 320 per year? How about tankers all the way
down the coast from Kitimat to California?
It seems in the euphoria of the Campbell eco-conversion, few
people have noticed a BC mega-project which will funnel masses
of tar sands oil to the port of Kitimat. From there it will be
shipped overseas to the ravenous and still-growing oil markets
of Asia and the US, giving them access to the worst oil in the
world.
On February 22, it was reported that after a year on hold, the
Gateway pipeline project is on. Enbridge has applied to build a
twin pipeline capable of shipping over 400,000 barrels of tar
sands oil a day. This Calgary company has got investment from
Canadian oil corporations and Asian oil refineries to pay for the
$4 billion mega oil pipeline to send tar sands oil west and south.
The proposed flood of tar sands oil to China and California
depends on the ‘Gateway’ pipeline.
The twinning of the pipeline is to import natural gas
condensate—all the way from Russia. Tar sands operations are
running out of natural gas condensate, which is essential to
PIPELINE, please turn to page 8

Visit often to read background to current topics.
Our advertisers’ websites are just a click away from our homepage.

www.islandtides.com

ISLAND TIDES, May 1, 2008, Page 7

Round The Islands

films into the BC Educators Film Festival and the Vancouver
Student Film Festival.

Christa Grace-Warrick

The responses I received from asking
for help with ‘Round The Islands’ stories is
great fun. If I haven’t got to your story yet, it will
probably appear in due course.
Please excuse any typos in this edition, my proof-reader is busy
holding a baby.

New Pender Resident
A stone giant has joined the population of Pender. The huge
figure appeared at the ‘T-junction,’ opposite the community hall
on the MacDonald Farm corner. You could miss it if you weren’t
looking; it stands, unobtrusive but powerful, up the bank among
the shrubs and broom.
The capacity of humans to read character into the stance of a
human-like figure is quite amazing. The stalwart, pictured
below, whose character seems to come alive the more you watch,
was the brain-child of Aaron Grimmer. It was assembled from
huge sandstone blocks, with the help of Glen Grimmer’s (Aaron’s
Dad) heavy equipment, assisted by Jim Rendall.

One is tempted to call it an inuksuk, but actually inuksuit
(plural) are functional cairns which assist in some way. This
colossus, comes in the category ‘inunnguaq’. An inunnguaq is a
stone structure simply meant to represent a human figure (an
‘imitation of a person’, plural inunnguat).
Inunnguat have become widely familiar to non-Inuit.
However, an inunnguaq is far from the most common type of
stone cairn. In fact, there is some debate that the appearance of
human or cross-shaped cairns didn’t develop in the Inuit culture
until the arrival of European explorers and missionaries.
Wikipedia defines inuksuk as ‘something which acts for or
performs the function of a person.’ It comes from inuk (‘person’)
and -suk (‘substitute’). Inuksuit are like another pair of hands,
even assisting with the herding of caribou into contained areas
for slaughter.
It will be interesting to see how Pender’s community builds a
relationship with its newcomer—a wonderful playful gift.

Pender Bike Park Update
On Tuesday, April 15, Keith Light, proponent of a gravel pit bike
park, received a letter from Ron Hamilton, of Gulf Islands
National Park Reserve, in which Hamilton says that he is willing
to talk about selling the gravel pit area if a local governing body
expresses interest.
Even better, the other option, Hamilton said, was to do a
swap for another piece of land. This could mean swapping some

existing CRD parkland for the gravel pit, says Light; the swapped
parkland would stay parkland and a place to ride bikes could
then be created on this suitable piece of disturbed land.
Light says that this means it is time to write (oh yes, again!) to
Pender’s dynamic CRD Director Susan De Gryp in support of the
move. Light says De Gryp is in sympathy with the proposal but
needs letters of support as she works through the process. He
also suggests writing to CRD Parks endorsing such a trade or
purchase.
Those addresses are: Susan De Gryp, Director of CRD,
6618A, Harbour Hill Drive, Pender Island, V0N 2M1 and Lloyd
Rushton, CRD Parks, 480 Atkins Avenue, Victoria, BC, V9B 2Z8.

Salish Sea Tour
On page 12, Priscilla Ewbank tells us of a Saturna performance
where two locals perform with the visiting ensemble. Another
such opportunity is coming up when Salt Spring Islanders Kathy
VALDY, KATHY & GRAHAM

‘Whale’s Call,’ Medicine People
Gather on Thetis Island
Gabriola Islander, Viviane Johnson sent in the following story:
Medicine People gathered on Thetis Island on the
weekend of April 18 to 21. We were called by Whale to bring
stories of healing for the waters around us... from three of
the four coasts of North America, Australia, the Gulf Islands
and our Big Island. Four days were spent in dream-time,
opening ourselves to the stories.
On arrival, we were chosen by a clan—one of Crab,
Eagle, Raven, Cedar, Otter, Loon, Salmon or Whale. We
spent the weekend in our clan group, listening to the healing
stories and sharing them with the other Whale villagers. We
listened, laughed, cried, argued, reflected and made a
commitment to make one small personal change. The
stories surfaced through song, play, drama, and art, binding
us together into a community. It was a powerful experience
as the way was opened for the Ancestors to release their
stories and their burdens through us.
I was a member of Otter clan and what a delight to be a
playful otter for the weekend. I became aware that I know
otter’s movements but not her sounds. I am reminded to be
more observant and vocally expressive. One of otter’s gifts is
to bring hope of recovery from crisis. She reminds us that we
can move our energy through pain into healing as she moves
her body from land to sea. Other clans had similar stories to
share with the circle. These stories were recorded with the
intention of offering them to the world in a documentary
film.
The weather was intense that weekend—snow on the Gulf
Islands in late April! We shared in the discomfort of changing
weather patterns as we sat long hours in our village tent,
pondering the stories of the clans and of each other. We gave
these stories to Whale to hold as librarian of the sea.
As we left the tent, our film-maker said, ‘That’s culture.’
‘What do you mean?’ I asked. ‘Telling stories,’ he said.
What did I take away from the event? As Masaru Emoto
found in his 20 years of research on the effects of emotion on
the crystalline structure of water, our thoughts do have an
effect. Loving thoughts will have a beneficial effect on the
water around us and within us. Love and peace—VJ

Galiano Film School Participates
in BC’s 150 Anniversary
Eleven students from secondary schools across BC have spent a
week on Galiano making BC history-inspired films. In teams, the
student worked at Gulf Island Film and Television School
(GIFTS) with industry professionals, including a special effects
guru, an independent filmmaker and an artistic director to write,
direct, produce and edit films that will be screened at a Reel Vue
film festival in June.
In recognition of BC150, the students considered themes
such as: home, time, space, humanity and choice; each through
history’s lens. To qualify for this filmmaking opportunity, the
students had submitted an original film or artwork in the written
word, music or visuals.
‘These students were tasked with a challenging project,’ said
Nick Middleton, technical director at GIFTS. ‘In only four days,
and with little or no previous film experience, they produced five
original short films.’
The young filmmakers will have the opportunity to enter their

Stack, and Valdy set off on their third Salish Sea Tour together
with New Zealander Graham Wardrop (also no stranger to
ROUND THE ISLANDS, please turn to page 10
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BC’s Carbon Tax – revenue neutral?
BC is in the process of setting greenhouse gas emission targets
for the next forty years or so. However, nobody knows how
effective a newly announced ‘carbon tax’ will be in reducing fossil
fuel consumption and resultant GHG emissions. Nonetheless, it
is an important complement to the ‘cap-&-trade’ system
announced for large point source emitters (see article, page 1).
One thing is for sure: fossil fuels are going to get steadily more
expensive in BC over the next few years, and the carbon tax is
going to be a significant contributor, set at a steadily rising rate.
Yet, in an attempt to make it a tax shift rather than an
additional tax, the government will attempt to match the
revenues received with cuts in the provincial personal (2%—5%
cuts in the two lowest rates) and corporate (1% cut) income
taxes.
In addition, the provincial government will pay a one-time
‘Climate Action Dividend’ of $100 to all British Columbians in
June, 2008, and will also initiate an annual ‘Climate Action Tax
Credit’ of $100 per person and $30 per child for lower-income
residents.
The intent is to reduce, or at least discourage, fossil fuel
consumption in a ‘revenue neutral’ fashion.

The Carbon Tax
Starting on July 1, 2008, carbon taxes will be collected on all
fossil fuels sold and used in British Columbia, including not only
gasoline and diesel, but also fuel oil, aviation gasoline, jet fuel,
kerosene, and natural gas, propane, butane, ethane, pentane,
coke oven gas, and still gas. In addition, the tax will be applied to
coal, coke, and tires used as fuel. Biofuels will be exempt, as will
fuel purchased in BC but used elsewhere, and fossil fuels used as
feedstock for chemical plants.
It would appear that some special arrangements will have to
be made for any businesses which would pay the Carbon Tax and
also come under the ‘cap & trade’ system. BC is unusual in
having applied both of these methods of reducing GHG
emissions.

The tax has been set at $10 per tonne of CO2 equivalent
(including methane and nitrous oxide) emissions for July 1,
2008 to June 30, 2009, and will rise $5 per tonne for each year
following, reaching $30 per tonne on July 1, 2012. These are
‘incentive’ rates; will they be enough to make a difference? It is
impossible to predict what effect they might have on fossil fuel
used (and thus emissions) though naturally it is expected that
consumption will be less than what it would otherwise have
been.

What it Will Cost You
However, setting the rate on a ‘per tonne of CO2’ basis does
provide a basis to charge all fossil fuels equitably. For example,
$10 per tonne in 2008 translates to 2.14¢/litre for gasoline,
49.88¢/gigajoule for natural gas, and $20.79/tonne for coal. In
2012, $30 per tonne translates to 7.24¢/litre for gasoline,
$1.49/GJ for natural gas, and $62.36/tonne for coal.
A 50 litre gas fill-up will cost an extra buck or so this July, but
an extra three and a half bucks in July of 2012. You’ll have to use
4-5% less gasoline to break even, just for the tax.
Your 12GJ monthly household gas bill would be an extra six
bucks next winter, but an extra eighteen bucks in the winter of
2012. You’ll have to use 10-15% less natural gas to break even.
Given that the sort of decisions you have to take to make these
savings, are long-term ones (should we get a smaller car, or a
higher-efficiency furnace?), this sort of cost might make you
think.
However, considering increases in the price of gasoline in
recent weeks, the carbon tax is now a drop in the oil bucket (to
coin a phrase).
When the tax was first mooted, it was to be introduced gently
so as not to have nasty political repercussions.
Now what’s significant is the price of crude oil, which is rising
anything but gently. You’d hardly notice—till you look in your
wallet. ✐
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make all that heavy oil flow in order to feed the growing world
appetite for oil.
Growing so much, in fact, that global greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions are projected to increase 60% by 2030 and 100% by
2050. You might not want to think about what that means.... It
means the global climate change problem will be all over. All over
because runaway global warming will be unstoppable by 2030 at
that rate, whatever we do.
As the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
warned, that would mean the global average temperature would
soar to over 6ºC by 2100—which should be alarming because
6ºC is a threat to the very survival of our species.
The carbon dioxide emitted from all that oil doesn’t stop at
2100. It goes on heating for hundreds of years. That’s more than
enough to end the age of humans, and eventually most life on
Earth.
It’s no longer just global warming, climate change and
climate variation. We are also heating and acidifying the oceans.
So much that the ocean carbon sink has started to fail, which
means further acceleration of global warming that our kids will
have to cope with—or not.
The Gateway project dwarfs into insignificance the potential
environmental benefits of the BC government’s global climate
change program. It will be the largest pipeline project in North
America in 50 years. It will cross at least 1,000 streams, rivers
and lakes in BC, a great potential hazard to fish and wildlife. And
of course the enormous environmental global climate change
implications of all that oil being burned every day in the world’s
engines are not even being looked at. Those are down-the-line
problems that future generations will have to fix and live with —
or not.
This makes the Gateway Pipeline a global climate change
catastrophe all of its own in the making. If the pipeline is allowed
to proceed, the tar sands are expected to double output in just a
few years, directly emitting 140 million tonnes of GHGs a year
(over double the annual emissions of all the cars and trucks in
Canada, according to Greenpeace). But even that would be a
drop in the oil bucket compared with all the GHGs emitted when
that oil is burned in California and China. Global GHG emissions
and atmospheric carbon dioxide levels are currently accelerating
faster than ever and are above even the worst case IPCC scenario.
That indeed makes us an endangered species.
Thanks to the tar sands, Canada is already the largest supplier
to the largest greenhouse gas polluter and consumer of oil: our
US neighbours. And China’s energy bureau says, ‘Canada’s oil
sands projects form a vital piece of the country’s energy supplies
security strategy for years to come’ (University of Alberta China
Institute, May 2006). With the Gateway Pipeline, Canada would
join the top five oil producers in the world and become one of the
very top sources of global GHGs.
The project is essential to Big Oil’s plan to double tar sands oil
by 2010 and triple it by 2015. By 2012 the tar sands will consume
(waste) 2 billion cubic feet of natural gas a day. (That wouldn’t be
a problem if agriculture didn’t depend on natural gas for
fertilizers.) The increase in tar sands oil mining will result in up
to 3,000 square kilometres of boreal forest cleared, decimating
an important carbon sink. The pipeline is projected to come on
line as early 2012.
The pipeline (if we let it go ahead) will be challenged going
over rugged mountain territory, passing north of Prince George
to an expanded port facility at Kitimat. A full review conducted
by First Nations in May 2006 found that the project should not
go ahead because of potentially numerous and serious impacts,
of a magnitude that will likely be unacceptable to Carrier Sekani
Tribal Council members and communities.
This project will make coastal BC one of the world’s major oil
terminals shipping oil to Asian markets. The only route now for
tar sands oil to Asia is the Kinder Morgan pipeline from Alberta
to BC’s south coast, which the KM corporation plans to expand.
Last year the Kinder Morgan pipeline sent 550,000 barrels of tar
sands crude to Asia.
Kinder Morgan operates 26,000 miles of pipelines in
America and operates 150 fossil fuel terminals. Its pipelines ship
more than 2 million barrels of petrol a day and 7 billion cubic feet
of natural gas a day. KM operates the Westbridge Marine
Terminal in the Port of Vancouver. This company has quite a
record of pipeline oil spills, and in July 2007 a ‘massive spill’
from the KM pipeline spilled crude oil into the Burnaby inlet.
The tar sands is already the most destructive project on the
planet. It has to be shut down, not expanded. But there should be
little trouble in getting new pipelines to the BC coast approved.
The National Energy Board (NEB), which gives out the permits,
sees lots of money in oil.
According to NEB policy, the Board ‘is working very hard to
ensure that development in the Canadian public interest moves
forward in a timely manner and with regulatory certainty.’ They
say there is a ‘critical need for new pipeline infrastructure.’
Obviously the NEB has never heard of greenhouse gases. To our
National Energy Board, the ‘public interest’ means the future can
go to hell.
The tar sands legacy, the NEB’s legacy—our legacy—will
literally be a Hell on Earth if we don’t wake up to what
accelerating greenhouse gases mean and stop Enbridge’s
pipeline to oblivion, and the BC’s collusion in it. ✐
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BC 150; Golden Nuggets From the Past
by John Wiznuk

Mount Baker
Although not a part of British Columbia or Canada, and a long
way inland from the Gulf Islands, Mount Baker is an aweinspiring presence in this vicinity. Nothing beats the sight of this
massif, glowing in the summer evening sun, as seen from a ferry
on its way down Navy Channel to Saturna Island.
Baker is only one of the names this mountain has been given.
The First Nations have their names for it, and knew it as a home
of supernatural beings and a place where legends and stories
began. The Spanish explorers from Mexico were the first
Europeans to sail into these waters and gave their names to the
wonders they saw. Manuel Quimper came by in 1790 and called
the mountain; ‘La Gran Montana Del Carmelo’, what a
melodious name—Spanish is such a lovely language.
Captain George Vancouver, sailing into the inland sea on
April 30, 1792, named it Mount Baker after Joseph Baker, RN,
Third Lieutenant of HMS Discovery. Not so melodious. To quote
Captain Vancouver’s journal; ‘About this time a very high,
conspicuous, craggy mountain presented itself towering above
the clouds; as low down as they allowed it to be visible it was
covered with snow.’ Did Vancouver know about the Spanish
name? Likely not. Would that have changed his mind about
giving it Baker’s name? Likely not.
Joseph Baker, born 1767, was the second son of James and
Nancy Baker of Bristol and, later, the Forest of Deane in
England. Little is written about his youth except that he entered
the Royal Navy, in his early teens, not unusual for the time, and
rose through the commissioned ranks. He had the good fortune
to have served with George Vancouver in HMS Europa who
noted his capacity as a skilled seaman.
When Vancouver was give his chance to return to this coast to
mediate with the Spanish and conduct his explorations, Baker
was one of the hand-picked team of officers to sail with him in
HMS Chatham and Discovery.
Baker was particularly adept at surveying and map-making
or cartography; the data collected through days spent in ship’s
boats: sounding depths, plotting features of land, observing
currents. The myriad details wanted for safe navigation were
later hand-drawn into marine charts that are, in essence, works
of graphic art. Vancouver publicly commended Baker’s skill as a
draughtsman and the marine charts used today in the Puget
Sound, Georgia Strait, Strait of Juan De Fuca area are based on
the observations of Joseph Baker.
After a distinguished career in the Royal Navy Captain Baker
retired to Presteign, Radnorshire, Wales where he died in 1817.
Of course, where there is a mountain someone will be
inspired to go and climb it. The first recorded ascent of Mount
Baker was in August, 1868. There have been many since.
But this is not the end of the mountain’s story. Mount Baker
is a volcano, a dormant volcano but not extinct. One of a series of
volcanoes along this coast, it shows signs of activity now and then
with plumes of steam and rumblings.
At 8:32am on Sunday, May 18, 1980, a sister in the chain
along the Pacific north-west coast, Mount Saint Helens in
Oregon, erupted with a force that literally blew the top off of the
mountain. The blast was felt in the Lower Mainland 50 miles
away.
The eruption caused death, injury, destruction and sent up a
dust cloud that circled the earth several times. We live on the rim
or the Pacific Ring of Fire in an area that has a history of
catastrophic disturbance of the Earth’s crust. Not in our lifetime,
we all fervently hope. ✐

Corky talks to farmers about agriculture
Salt Spring food growers packed a Food For BC town-hall
meeting on April 4, expressing frustration over BC Liberalimposed farming regulations, says NDP agriculture critic Corky
Evans.
Farmers told Evans that the government has failed to come
up with an adequate agriculture plan that works for small
communities, like the Gulf Islands.
‘Salt Spring farmers said the government imposed Meat
Industry Regulation has already wiped out half of the meat
production on Salt Spring Island,’ said Evans, MLA for NelsonCreston.
The Meat Industry Regulation bans farmers from selling
meat at the farm gate. ‘Farmers also voiced concern over another
harmful regulation that makes it illegal to cut hay on parkland,’

said Evans. ‘Farmers who grow organic hay have said this has
caused a crisis for certified producers.’
‘The province continues to impose regulations that are killing
off the family farm,’ said Evans. Evans adds that agricultural
regulations are compounded by the fact that BC continues to
rank last in government funding for agriculture supports, and for
investment in the business of farming.
‘Many people at the meeting felt that without an investment
in farming the next generation of farmers will never be able to
afford the land to farm on,’ said Evans. Currently, only 5% of the
agricultural land on Salt Spring Island is utilized to produce food.
Evans will speak on May 6 on Pender Island (see ‘What’s On?
for details).
Please visit www.foodforbc.ca for more information. ✐
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Bringing the fleet up to scratch ~ commentary by Erik Andersen
s a way of helping improve our appreciation of BC Ferries capital
requirements, Chief Financial Officer, Rob Clarke, stated that
the average age of the fleet is greater than 32 years. There are
several implications one can take from this statement but the most
important is that for the last four decades we have been feeding off our
capital base and now we face a very large ship renewal requirement. It
presently looks as though the job of finding money for all those needed
new vessels is expected to be from very much higher fares.
However, BC Ferries needs major amounts of new capital to
overcome the enormous deficit created from four decades of under
investment. The amount of financial help needed is probably beyond
the capacity of the corporation—and its ferry dependent customers.
Tinkering and cosmetic changes will not deliver enough money fast
enough.
Now let’s look at BC Ferries fleet structure. It has 38 vessels and they
are all different from each other. The largest vessel, Spirit of British
Columbia, is 560 feet long, has capacity for 470 vehicles, 2,100
passengers and has a gross tonnage of 18,747. The smallest vessel,
Nimpkish, is 111 feet long, has capacity for 133 passengers, 16 vehicles
and has a gross tonnage of 266.

A

Insights From The Airline Industry
BC Ferries has been and still is a monopoly corporation. By many
measures BC Ferries is a ‘legacy’ carrier which only manages to survive
because it has a monopoly in its market. To judge what BC Ferries might
do, an examination of competitive transportation industries and
operators might be useful.
In aviation circles the term ‘legacy’ airline is used as a pejorative
modifier. Features of these airlines are that they have been around a
long time; they have a wide array of aircraft types and sizes; they try to
operate in dissimilar markets; they generally have spotty records of
profitability and many of the bigger names end up insolvent or near
insolvency.
Contrasting to these are operators who consistently post financial
successes all the while delivering the best transportation values in their
respective markets.
Now what it is that the money-makers do that is different from the
‘legacy’ group? The likes of Westjet, Southwest Airlines, Ryanair and
others in that group succeed by the fullest use of new technologies and
one aircraft model only. They have not stayed wedded to their still
useful Boeing 737-300s; rather they have smartly stepped-up into the
800 series. Aircraft and engine design improvements over the past 30
years have meant a 100–200% gains in fuel efficiency.
In terms of labour efficiency, ‘legacy’ operators need double the
manning levels of the other group. Southwest uses five-and-one-half
aircrew per aircraft while Air Canada need about 11.

BC Ferries should be required to aggressively pursue fleet
simplification. Two models with some capacity for stretches would be a
good objective.

New Ships Also Save Fuel
BC Ferries has claimed that the new Coastal Renaissance gives a fuel
saving of 30% over the previous cross-gulf vessels. It is a far cry from
what the aviation industry has achieved but it is significant all the same.
Having all new ships for the fleet today would be an enormous saving
on fuel—the kind of savings we cannot afford to miss.
Although BC Ferry Services has been striving to find savings with the
present fleet—according to the presentation given to Ferries
Commissioner Martin Crilly, BCFS has slightly reduced consumption,
by about 1-2% in each of the past three years However the rising cost of
petroleum swamps these savings.
The annual fuel volume for BC Ferries is presented as about 122
million litres. A 30% reduction for the entire BC Ferries fleet would be
about 37 million litres. At present-day value, 37 million litres of fuel over
a period of 25 years represents an enormous saving.

Two Ferry Corporations?
BC Ferry Services could be partitioned in two corporations. The first
having the large vessel operations and financing and the second having
the operations for ferry-dependent communities.
It only needs the most cursory of examinations to discern how
different the needs are for these two groups and how hugely the crossgulf operations fully commands the attention of the board and
management at BC Ferry Services.
The prospect of a reversion to the old model (Crown Corporation)
with all of its cross-subsidizations should be resisted. It is that model, to
a fair degree, that is responsible for our present sorry condition. ✐
Editors’ note: this article could be the start of a wide-ranging discussion of
longer-term strategy for coastal ferries and for the future of ferry-dependent
communities in general. We invite readers’ opinions on these topics.
BC Ferries certainly has, as Erik points out, many of the characteristics of
a ‘legacy’ carrier. Like many national airlines, the ‘minor routes’ were
originally started because government decided to provide necessary services to
locations where people wished to live and work, contributing to the province’s
prosperity. The ferry service was provided piecemeal, has always been
subsidized, and was never expected to ‘make money’.
Like ‘legacy’ airlines, BC Ferries ‘minor routes’ defy profitable
privatization, and probably always will, even with efficiency gains from newer
vessels as Erik suggests. Does this mean that these routes should be
abandoned? Or should they be placed in one, or several, separate corporations?

ROUND THE ISLANDS from page 7
Islands’ audiences (see ‘What’s On?’ page 5, for
details). On the tour, which celebrates island
culture in song, locals from each (ship’s) whistle
stop are invited to join the performance

Salt Spring Firefighters
Recognized
Salt Spring Fire Chief Dave Enfield writes that at
an Island Fire Protection District Appreciation
Dinner on Friday April 25, the following fire
department members were recognized for their
service and accomplishments.
• Five years of service: Lt Brent Dick, Lt Rob
Grossman, Alisa Owen, Rob Hunter, Mike
Bartle, Steve Hunt, Doug Ponsford, and Mitchell
Sherrin.
• Ten years of service: Captain Jamie Holmes,
Rick Kilbourn, Lt Rob Minvielle, Lt Stan Mulder
(retired) and Assistant Chief Arjuna George.
• Fifteen years service: Captain Dale Lundy
• Twenty years of service and the Canadian
‘Fire Services Exemplary Service Medal’: Captain
Jim Buckley (2007), Captain Todd McIntyre,
Captain Laurence Spencer, and Fred Lyhne
(volunteer firefighter with Township of Langley
and computer specialist with Salt Spring Island
Fire Rescue).
In addition: six members received their Fire
Fighter I and Fire Fighter II certification (NFPA
1001, Standard for Fire Fighter Professional
Qualifications): Mike Bartle, Lt Fiona Foster,
Dominique Gaudet, Travis Guedes, Mitchell
Sherrin and Mark Wyatt.

A Couple of Island
Disappointments
For those who are wondering, Denman’s Garden
Tour is not taking place this year and Galiano’s
Triathalon has had a poor entry response and has
been cancelled. Hopefully both events may rise
again.
But if not, what is to be appreciated are the
years of creativity and effort put into annual
Island delights like these.
Sometimes the thought that things don’t last
for ever makes them more precious and
poignant. ✐

Celebrating 150 Years

Plate of Nanaimo bars

0’s.
Boston Bar, circa 187

From Boston Bar to Nanaimo bars.

In 1858, Sir James Douglas delivered a proclamation that put a name to the best place on Earth: British Columbia.
In 2008, join us in celebrating 150 years of all the things that make BC so unique: from quirky
historic towns to the delicious desserts we enjoy all over the province.
Learn more about exciting events and festivities all across the province, all year long.

www.BC150.ca

Photos courtesy of B.C. Archives

Found Island Tides while riding the ferries? Want to keep reading?
It’s easy—just ‘click’. Read a newspaper that looks like a newspaper
on your desktop and visit our advertisers’ websites.

www.islandtides.com
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LETTERS from page 5

Galiano’s Heritage Forest

OCP Review Is The Way To Go

Dear Editor:
Heritage Forest isn’t just a patch of trees on Galiano. The
term also identifies an option for development of forestzoned land on the island. Ironic? Perhaps, but the option
is there in the 2000 Official Community Plan.
By applying under this option (full name: Rural
Residential/Forest Heritage, or RR/FH), a forest owner
can obtain residential density greater than the one house
per 50 acres permitted by the other options. To realize this
density increase, however, the applicant must give threequarters of his forestland to the community for long-term
protection as part of a rezoning process. In exchange, each
five acres of remaining land is rezoned Rural Residential
and is permitted a house of unlimited size plus a small
cottage.
Adopted in 2000, the RR/FH option was set to be
reviewed—for possible removal—after five years. It has not
been removed despite severe, yet opposing criticisms:
‘Onerous,’ ‘Draconian!’ say some; ‘Allows too much
density,’ say others. In eight years this Heritage Forest
option has been used only two times, and is past its sell-by
date. But these are not the only reasons it should be
withdrawn.
Galiano Trustees claim that their proposed bylaws 199
and 200 will reduce development on F1 lands. This is
incorrect because these proposals grant development
rights where none exist: on undersized lots. These average
about twenty acres each, and would receive more than half
of the development rights offered. The proposals also fail
to remove any existing development options, including
RR/FH with the result that bylaws 199 and 200 permit the
same density as available now.
Most of the dwelling-use proposed in 199 and 200
would be granted outright. It would not, therefore, meet
the legitimate expectation of community planning that’s
now required.
If the Galiano Trustees truly wanted to limit
development of Galiano forest lands as claimed, then they
should remove the RR/FH option and do nothing else.
Brian Mitchell, Galiano Island

The following letter was sent to the Public Hearing for
Amendment Bylaws Nºs 199 and 200. It was copied to
Island Tides for publication.
Dear Trustees:
Since 1994 I have owned a residential property on Galiano
Island, at 228 West Sticks Allison Road.
I am writing to say that I oppose the proposed new
amendment bylaws 199 and 200, which were discussed at
a public hearing on Saturday, April 26, 2008.
I believe in the principle that the community
inhabitants should plan and control the development of
Galiano Island, as it has ben done historically with the
Official Community Plan, and as North Pender Island is
now doing with its new Official Community Plan.
There is no question that development pressures will
continue to accelerate, and it is more essential now than
ever before that these pressures be met with calm, orderly,
and balanced community planning. As 42% of the Island’s
natural areas are hanging in the balance with these
proposed bylaws, it is imperative that future development
be determined by the Galiano community at large. If
changes are to be made, they should be made through a
citizen review of the existing Official Community Plan.
It is a self-evident truth that the development of any
community’s land base should be determined by the
values of its local inhabitants. The issue is not to deny
development, but rather to guide development in such a
way that the natural aesthetics are maintained, that
population density is sustainable, and that environmental
impacts are kept to a minimum.
The natural environment is the primary vested interest
of the human beings and indeed the other sentient
creatures living on the land base, and that interest far
exceeds the relatively temporary concerns of business and
government bodies which lie beyond the Island.
Please respect the enormous amount of consideration,
planning, and commitment that has already been given to
the Official Community Plan by the residents of Galiano
Island.
Elizabeth Woodworth, Galiano Island
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MURRELET from page 2
level identified in the 2002 assessment.
If implemented, the federal recovery strategy would conserve 85% of
the remaining habitat in the Sunshine Coast Forest District.

Provincial Government Approach
Under the Forest and Range Practices Act, government issued a ‘Section
7’ notice, which sets a legal target of an amount of habitat that is to be
conserved until spatial conservation areas for murrelets (old growth
management areas and wildlife habitat areas) are formally designated.
However, the target is based on a timber supply impact policy, not on
a murrelet habitat conservation objective. In fact, the policy requires that
conservation areas not reduce the timber supply by more than 1% in a
forest district.
That 1% must be shared among the various species at risk that exist in
the district. On the Sunshine Coast, marbled murrelets have been
allocated 495 hectares in the timber-harvesting land-base, and 23,500
hectares in the remainder of the land-bases. This total amounts to 67% of
the remaining habitat in the Sunshine Coast Forest District.

Interfor’s Forest Stewardship Plan
• Will avoid harvesting and road construction in suitable habitat in the
non timber-harvesting land-base, but, if such activity does occur, will
compensate by conserving the equivalent amount of habitat in the
timber-harvesting land-base.
• Will not harvest or construct roads in up to 495 hectares of suitable
murrelet habitat in the timber harvesting land base (in keeping with
current policy under Section 7 of FRPA).
• Requires its operational plans to be consistent with objectives
outlined in the sustainable forest management plan.
• Proposes draft old growth management areas.
In addition to its forest stewardship plan, Interfor has conducted lowlevel helicopter surveys to identify suitable habitat in its entire operating
area to ensure the areas it conserves are suitable habitat (eg: presence of
mossy platforms for nesting).
The Forest Practices Board is BC’s independent watchdog for sound
forest and range practices, reporting its findings and recommendations
directly to the public and government. The board: audits forest and
range practices on public lands; audits appropriateness of government
enforcement; investigates public complaints; undertakes special
investigations of current forestry issues; participates in administrative
appeals; and makes recommendations for improvement to practices
and legislation.

Music Review by Priscilla Ewbank

Page 12, ISLAND TIDES, May 1, 2008

Locals play alongside Victoria Chamber Orchestra
t the Saturna Rec Centre on April 19, Arts and Concert
Society chairperson, Karen Muntean introduced the 30member Victoria Chamber Orchestra to the 100 people
who arrived for the 5pm
concert. Conductor Yariv
Aloni commented on the
splendid building, said how
glad the orchestra was to be on
Saturna, and what great
memories he had of coming
over and playing Vivaldi long
ago. Aloni has fabulous credits
for his ‘magnificently right’
interpretations of orchestral
and choral repertoire. John
Ireland, JS Bach and Joseph
Haydn were the composers
chosen for this concert.
A lovely part of this
presentation was to have our
own
Islander,
Nancy
Angermeyer, playing the cello
with the orchestra. While we
all knew Nancy was good, we
didn’t know she was that
good! Also, playing beside her,
on the bass was Richard
Backus, an East Point
weekender.
The ten children in our
audience—who
all
had
impeccable
concert
manners—must have been
inspired to see two of our ‘own’ performing Bach’s Concerto for
Two Violins in D Minor.
Another delight was that two of the violinists, Hollas Longton
and Evan Hesketh, are students who have already done wonders
with their musical talent, winning many awards. They have
performing with award-winning quartets, orchestras and
ensembles.
Whether in the community hall or the rec centre, the close
proximity to the musicians always makes our performances
alive and intimate. Yaric Aloni is fascinating to watch as a
conductor. His hands, his shoulders, back, neck are all calling
forth music from the musicians. Faces are upturned towards

A
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Winter’s last blast—April 19 on Gabriola Island!

Ups and Downs of the
New Ferry Math
FACC (Ferry Advisory Committee Chairs)
Since March 31, users of BC Ferries’ non-major routes are
brushing up on their math, to try to keep track of what they’re
going to be paying for travel, and to try to figure out where it can
end. The fare increases which commenced on April 1 are the
second round of hikes within five months. Together the two
hikes have boosted minor route fares by 11% this year.
This is keeping fares on the trajectory that started shooting
upward after 2003. By 2011 the cumulative increases are
expected to hit triple-digit percentages.
There’s more math to come. As ferry fares are heading
skyward, ferry traffic is steadily slumping. Through 2007, traffic
on the minor routes fell by more than 45-thousand passengers
and 28-thousand vehicles.
This unintended consequence of fares hikes is creating
complications for BC Ferries and stress on communities.
For BC Ferries, traffic declines run counter to projections,
and mean lost revenue that must be made up elsewhere, from
even greater fare increases in the long run.
For communities, this magnifies the challenges they face.
‘The people needed to keep the communities running are having
trouble getting by, and visitor dollars are declining.’ says Ian
Ralston, Ferry Advisory Committee chair for Thetis/Kuper.
Other jurisdictions with ferry-dependent regions have faced
similar problems and recognized the need to take action. The
Ferry Advisory Committee Chairs (FACC) are looking at
examples of how this unsustainable trend has been addressed
elsewhere.
The FACC is composed of chairs of all 12 Ferry Advisory
Committees, representing BC’s ferry-dependent communities
along the length of BC’s coast.
For traffic and fare trend graphs, fare increases and other
information: http://facc.gabriola.org. ✐

him, bows fall to strings, and players fall in-and-out of sound.
What a pleasure it must be to to be a conduit for such sound!
The flash and movement of the musicians’ hands and the
gorgeous
instruments
compete the sound picture.
The curved bass neck and
scrolled head of the bass were
12 inches above Richard
Backus’ head as his left
fingers move the bow and
right fingers presses or
plucks strings.
The last piece played was
Haydn’s Symphony 45 in F
Sharp Minor—the ‘Farewell
Symphony’. Conductor Aloni
dedicated it to the CBC Radio
Orchestra. The CBC has
decided to disband the radio
orchestra renowned for its
level
of
musicianship,
recordings
and
for
showcasing
Canadian
composers and musicians;
and for keeping eastern and
western Canadian classical
musicians in touch with each
other.
Conductor
Aloni,
explained
that
Haydn
originally wrote the ‘Farewell
Symphony’ in 1772 as a
tongue-in-cheek protest to
his patron Prince Esterhazy that the court orchestra needed a
vacation after being kept them at their work two months longer
than expected.
In its finale, the French horn and the bassoon melted away
from the ongoing music and everyone played on, then the cellos
and bass slipped away, next the second violins, leaving first violin
Yasuko Eastman and her two students, Evan Hesketh and Hollas
Longdon playing spiritedly to the end.
In this case, the piece was a brilliant reminder of the sadness
when the music diminishes and diminishes and finally stops.
The concert ended with a rose bouquet and the orchestra
playing ‘Happy Birthday’ for Aloni. ✐

Book review by Gail Neumann

Fortunate Accident

lmost by accident, while researching place names in the British Columbia
Archives Chris Arnett discovered a treasure, the works of Beryl Cryer. The
Chemainus correspondent for the Times Colonist during the great depression
of the 1930’s, Cryer diligently recorded the histories and mythologies of her native
friends and neighbours. Her work gives us one of the best West Coast accounts from
the native perspective, of the 19th and early 20th centuries. Arnett set about shaping
Cryer’s writings into a book, Two Houses Half Buried in Sand.
At the time when Cryer was writing, local natives were anxious to share their
histories in hope that it would advance their land claims. She won their trust because
they considered her portrayals accurate and honest. Although Cryer was not
educated as a historian or ethnographer her research and portrayal of those
interviews created a valuable resource often verified by more scholarly sources.
Each interview begins with a brief description of Cryer’s informant, and the
setting of the interview. This makes the stories more real and readable. In the 21st
century, it also
adds a second
level of history to
her writing.
A combination of personal memories and family traditions,
Vancouver Island & Around the Georgia Strait (plus the Pacific!)
this book depicts Chemainus, Duncan, Nanaimo, and Kuper
Island and the growing pangs of a nation thrown into a time of
Central Vancouver Island
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history. Published by Talonbooks, this book is available at most
1-888-310-2299
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250-746-5233
local bookstores. ✐
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‘Two Houses Half Buried in Sand, Oral Traditions of the
Hul'q'umi'num’ Coast Salish of Kuper Island and Vancouver
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Arnett, Talonbooks.

$52.00

