Gulf Islands’
Inf or m in g The Ac ti ve Co a s t - Co n n e c ti n g Co mmunitie s
Volume 26 Number 8

May 1—May 14, 2014

$2 at Selected Retailers

Canadian Publications Mail Product
Sales Agreement Nº 40020421

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

Spring beauties. Fawn lilies at Roe Islet in the Gulf Islands National Park Reserve, looking across at MV Mayne Queen in port at Otter Bay ferry terminal, Pender Island.

First Nation draws the line

British Columbia government representatives natural gas development in its territory.
Drumming the government representatives
attending a Fort Nelson conference on
out of the conference was intended by Sharleen
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) were asked to
Gale, Fort Nelson First Nation Chief, as a clear
leave by the host Fort Nelson First Nation on
signal that the trust had been broken.
Wednesday afternoon, April 16. The First
The Fort Nelson First Nation has
Nation had just learned of a change to the
Reviewable Projects Regulation which would undertaken extensive land use planning for its
exempt new gas installations from
The Northeast - LNG Territory
environmental review. (‘Destination resorts’,
like the Jumbo Glacier municipality, were also
included in the exemption.). According to the
Globe & Mail, the decision had been made by
BC Cabinet weeks earlier but had not been
announced.
This regulatory change was critically
damaging to relations between First Nations
and the provincial government. Environmental
reviews would normally be carried out by BC’s
Oil and Gas Commission. It is estimated that
the change would have exempted nearly all
fracking and processing installations.
Without formal Oil & Gas Commission
environmental reviews, the First Nation would
lose its major tool in planning and controlling LNG EXEMPTION OVERTURNED, please turn to page 7

is at these

No cross-examination for TransMountain
Patrick Brown

The National Energy Board’s public hearing on
the proposed Kinder Morgan Trans Mountain
Expansion Project will produce a mountain of
paper, but no effective cross-examination. That
is because the total time allowed for the
‘hearing’ and writing the NEB’s report has been
reduced to fifteen months, under the new
regulations resulting from legislative changes
in the federal government’s 2012 omnibus
budget bill.
The Expansion Project would permit
Kinder Morgan to add another pipeline along
roughly the same route as the sixty-year-old
Trans Mountain line from Edmonton to
Burnaby. The combined capacity of both lines
would be some 890,000 barrels per day,
mostly diluted bitumen (dilbit) for export. The
flow of unrefined tar sands product would be
handled by some 400 tankers per year,
through Vancouver Harbour, past the Gulf
Islands and Victoria, probably to Asian
destinations.

Shorter Than Enbridge
The Trans Mountain hearings will have a
predetermined length, which will be at least six
months shorter than the time taken to conduct
the Northern Gateway pipeline hearing. By the
time the Kinder Morgan’s application was filed
at the beginning of April this year, the actual
time taken to conduct the Enbridge Northern
Gateway pipeline review was known. Despite
this Trans Mountain has scheduled a review
that sees a public hearing time allowance three
months shorter and the time allowed for the
NEB panel to produce its final report also 3
months shorter. (Details, see BOX, page 7)

Only On The Internet
The reduction in public hearing time will be
accomplished by cutting out oral statements
and cross-examination and replacing them
with two rounds of written questions and
written answers, to be exchanged among all
intervenors via the internet. At the end of that
TRANS MOUNTAIN, please turn to page 5

SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes outside or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall
Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall
Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—VI Conference Centre
Nanaimo—Beaufort Centre
Nanaimo—Crnr Island Hwy @ Hammond Bay Rd
Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza
Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd CO-OP

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall
Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Avenue
Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave
Campbell River—Willow Point Village

Looking for Gulf Islands and East Vancouver Island customers?
You’re looking at the newspaper that will do it all. Call 1.250.216.2267 today!
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Sign of Spring: Abundant Chervil - Bruce Burnett
Chervil (Anthriscus cerefolium) is one of the four components
of fines herbes, the others being tarragon, parsley and chives. It
differs from most herbs in as much as it is just as easy to grow
indoors as out and when grown in the garden prefers dappled
shade to full sun. Too much sun will impair the herb’s delicate
flavour and make it bolt and go to seed.
There are two varieties of chervil, one plain, and the other
curly. The latter is generally agreed to have an inferior taste.
Chervil is a self-seeding annual that, with its long taproot,
doesn’t take to transplanting, germinates quickly, and is best
sown directly and frequently (to ensure a constant supply) into
the chosen location—ideally under a deciduous tree that affords
good shade. Chervil is a must in a complete herb garden. It is a
difficult herb to find fresh in the stores and when bought loses
its freshness and flavour very quickly.
Chervil is readily available as a dried herb, but, as with
parsley, its delicate flavour is lost. If you dry your own, do so
quickly in an oven rather than using the customary method of
a dark, warm room. A better way of preserving chervil is to mix
with butter and then refrigerate or freeze.
Native to the Middle East, there’s evidence of the herb’s use
as far back as the Ancient Egyptians—a basket of chervil was
found in the tomb of Tutankhamun.
Primarily a culinary herb, it has been used as a digestive aid,
a blood purifier and to lower blood pressure. Chervil juice,
applied topically and/or taken internally, is reputed to improve
and heal the skin. Strong chervil tea will alleviate the discomfort
of insect bites, cuts, and eczema when dabbed on the area at
regular intervals. It can also be used in a facial mask for
cleansing, deterring wrinkles, and maintaining skin resiliency.
Chervil is also considered a diuretic and an expectorant. Fresh
leaves in a warm poultice are supposed to ease aching joints.

Some people claim that you can cure hiccups by eating a whole
chervil plant.
When dried, chervil’s umbels of tiny white flowers make an
attractive addition to tussie-mussies bouquets and
arrangements of everlastings. The dried leaves add a delicate
fragrance to potpourris.
Chervil is a warming herb and its flavour is a delicate mix of
parsley and anise. In 1636, the Elizabethan physician/herbalist
Dr Gerard wrote, ‘The leaves of sweet chervil are exceeding
good, wholesome and pleasant among other salad herbs, giving
the taste of anise seed unto the rest.’
Chervil is nutritious, being a good source of
vitamin C, carotene, iron and magnesium. The
herb enhances the flavour of most vegetables
and goes especially well with fish, eggs, and
chicken. It tends to go bitter with prolonged
cooking so it’s best added at the last minute.
Chicken Breast with Chervil
4 chicken breasts, skin on
2 Tbsp. olive or coconut oil
2 medium onions, finely chopped
5-6 carrots, chopped
4 garlic cloves, minced
2 Tbsp. fresh chervil or one dried
½ cup of chicken or vegetable bouillon
1 cup dry red wine
3 Tbsp. whipping cream
Pinch of cayenne
Juice of 1 lemon , Salt to taste.
Brown the chicken breasts in the oil in a heavy,

lidded pan. Remove the chicken and lightly sauté the onions,
carrots, and garlic. Place the bouillon, wine, and chicken in the
pan with the vegetables and roast for 40 minutes. Remove from
the oven and take the chicken from the pan. Allow the sauce to
cool slightly and skim off the excess fat. Blend the sauce and
vegetables in batches and then return to the pan on a low heat.
While stirring, add the whipping cream, chervil, cayenne, lemon
juice, and salt to taste. Put the chicken back in the pan and
return to the still heated oven for 10-15 minutes, long enough
for the chicken to reheat and the flavours to blend. Serve the
chicken on rice with plenty of the sauce. Serves 4.
Chervil blends particularly well with
tarragon. This salad dressing combines the
two herbs for a simple, but tasteful and
nutritious dressing for a green salad.
Chervil-Tarragon Salad Dressing
6 Tbsp. extra virgin olive oil
3 Tbsp. white wine vinegar
3 Tbsp. chopped fresh chervil
1 Tbsp. chopped fresh tarragon
1 tsp. finely minced red onion
1 clove garlic, minced
1 tsp. Dijon mustard
½ tsp. sea salt
Mix all the ingredients together and toss with
salad.
Chartered Herbalist Bruce Burnett’s book
‘Herbwise: Growing, Cooking, Wellbeing’ is
available at local bookstores and online at
amazon.ca. 0
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FULL MOON: WEDNESDAY, May 14
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Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker
250-537-9710

On Time & On Budget
www.islandtides.com

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
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Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca

Elizabeth May

ne year ago, nearly to the day, the former minister for
party’s candidates. He wasn’t supportive.
Democratic Reform stopped by my desk in the House of
Our other recommendations (eliminate television advertising
Commons to tell me that he planned to introduce an
by political parties; restore the per vote subsidy, at any level, as
electoral reform act the next day. Tim Uppal said he hoped I
an incentive to vote; establish rules for the leaders’ debates) we
would like the coming reforms.
hardly touched on.
The next day there was a small tremor in the planned order of
When I read C-23, I was shocked to find that vouching was
things. Media reported that Uppal’s briefing of the caucus had not removed. This is the issue that has attracted the most attention.
gone well. Stephen Harper had been absent from that caucus
But, with over 200 pages of legislated changes, there is so much
meeting, attending the funeral of former British Prime Minister
more wrong with the so-called Fair Election Act. It has done the
Margaret Thatcher. Media reported that Conservative MPs were opposite of what the aborted Uppal bill was reported to be
unhappy that Uppal’s bill would give Elections Canada new
planning. Rather than grant new powers to Elections Canada to
powers of investigation, increasing its ability to get to the bottom investigate electoral crimes, it will cut Elections Canada out
of such things as the fake calls that misdirected voters in the 2011 altogether. Rather than encourage Elections Canada to explore
election. Uppal’s bill was scrapped.
new ways to increase voter turn-out, it will hobble and gag the
By summer, Uppal had been replaced with Pierre Poilievre,
Chief Electoral Officer. No longer could Elections Canada work
he who had distinguished himself as the PM’s parliamentary
to help with the high-school based student votes. Even the press
secretary—loyally repeating nonsense even he could not have
releases EC issued during our last voting day, to tell voters to
believed about Nigel Wright, the famous cheque, and the
ignore any phone calls claiming to be from Elections Canada,
subsequent cover up. Had Tim Uppal actually listened to experts would be forbidden under the new act.
and crafted a bill responsive to their recommendations? And for
As well, major new loopholes in campaign spending are
his trouble, was he sacked?
opened up, by exempting fundraising activities from campaign
On December 23, 2013, Paul Estrin, president of the Green
spending caps. While some changes are not objectionable, such
Party, received an undated letter from Pierre Poilievre requesting as a CRTC role in tracking the use of campaign robocalls, nothing
our proposals for Elections Act reforms by January 4, 2014. Now, in the act would prevent the large-scale attempts at voter fraud
that was a pretty nasty turn-around time even coming from
in 2011—and investigating those crimes would be harder and
the Harper gang—letter received the day before
talking about them, prohibited.
Christmas Eve; response due January 4th. My
In his desperation to get C23 passed quickly,
‘Our
January 4 letter is at: elizabethmaymp.ca/fixingPoilievre enticed Conservative Senators to start their
problem in Canada
canadian-democracy.
study of the bill even before it has completed its
is
not voter fraud—
Subsequently, I had a telephone conversation
review in the House. If there was any doubt that this
people voting more than process is being driven by the Prime Minister’s
with him about our concerns. He revealed
nothing of what would be in the new act. As I
Office, that move dispelled it. But Conservative
once— it is people
recall that conversation, it is increasingly clear
senators
have joined many non-partisan experts in
voting less than
what a charade it was.
criticizing the bill.
once.’
I had written him: ‘The crisis in declining voter
Now, lo and behold! On April 25 the Harper
turn-out and citizen engagement should concern all
Conservatives has changed course! The Conservative
political leaders...While the reasons for declining voter turn-out
administration caved on key points. They have reinstated
are complex and multi-faceted, nevertheless some common
vouching. They have removed the gagging of the Chief Electoral
themes emerge.’ I recommended: move away from First Past the Officer, removed the political party prerogative to appoint poll
Post so that every vote counts; and repeal the changes to the
supervisors and closed the loop-hole to treat fundraising as an
Elections Act requiring government-issued photo ID in order to exemption to election spending.
be allowed to vote. These changes have resulted in voters within
More must be changed. There is nothing in this new bill to
certain groups (students, seniors, First Nations, the homeless)
stop the efforts at electoral fraud represented in the 2011 robobeing denied their franchise.
call scandal. Elections Canada must have the power to compel
Our problem in Canada is not voter fraud (people voting more testimony and properly investigate campaign criminality.
than once), it is people voting less than once.’
Let’s hope that this attempt at a brazen assault on the essence
In our conversation, he did not once suggest that his bill would of democracy will have provoked Canadians into an energetic
make it harder to vote. Nor did he ask me why I believe Canada
exercise of mobilization, of citizen engagement, and a revival of
has no issue of voter fraud.
youth voter turn-out.
We discussed Michael Chong’s reforms (Bill C-559), which
A partial victory has been scored. Let’s keep pushing for real
was supported in our letter. We talked about how it would work democracy, an end to First-Past-the-Post, ‘false’ majorities and
when the leader no longer signed nomination papers for that
give Canadians a democracy where every vote counts! 0
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Public input for ALR changes urgently needed - Adam Olsen

O

n April 11, Honourable Norm Letnick for 72 hours, we remain comfortable. (Food
supplies in the rest of British Columbia are only
was sworn in as the new Minister of
slightly more secure.)
Agriculture. He has replaced Pat
Pimm who has been away from the Ministry
Consultation-Not
and Legislature due to illness.
When the provincial government
Minister Letnick has shown
decided
to update the Water Act,
‘The
they
consulted British
willingness to take control of his
government’s
Columbians and reported that
new portfolio, and in particular
message is clear, 90% of
they
received 3,000
proposed Bill 24: Agricultural
agricultural land in British
comments
that they
Land
Commission
Columbia, the land in the
incorporated into Bill 18
Amendment Act. Public
north and southeast is poor
(introduced in March).
consultation
about the
As a result of the
quality,
and
unsuitable
for
contents of this Bill has been
engagement Bill 18 received a
agriculture.
This
is
lacking and public pressure has
warm welcome inside the
absurd.’
been brought to bear. In a new
legislature and out. Despite Bill 18’s
move Minister Letnick has begun
imperfections the government properly
discussions, starting with the BC Agriculture engaged the public, stakeholders and experts.
Council.
The same could not be said for the

Agricultural Land
Commission

For the past 40 years the Agricultural Land
Reserve (ALR) has protected the agricultural
value of the land in its boundaries. When British
Columbians have been asked whether they
support protecting those agricultural values and
land for food security, 95% say yes.
Changing weather patterns across the planet
and increased transportation costs are putting
our global food supplies at risk. We all know that
food is more secure when produced closer to
home. Yet, if Bill 24 passes, British Columbians
will be forced to rely more on food produced
outside the province.
As long as grocery store shelves are stocked,
and food is a reasonable price, we are content.
Even though we are regularly reminded that at
any time Vancouver Island only has enough food

government’s approach to the Agricultural Land
Commission (ALC) and its plan for the
‘adaptation’ of 90% of farmland in the
Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR). To date there
has been no open and consultative approach,
instead the government drafted legislation in
secret cabinet meetings.

Core Review Again
Why is Bill 24 even necessary? In 2010 Auditor
General John Doyle released an audit and
Richard Bullock, the newly appointed Chair of the
Agricultural Land Commission, completed an
internal core review.
Using these reports the ALC has began
implementing the recommendations, and the BC
Government invested $3 million in the ALC’s
‘modernization’ in Budget 2013.
However, last summer, Honourable Bill
Bennett, Minister of Mines and Minister

THE PLAY’S THE THING from page 8
script!’ Haylee's parents were kept so far out of
the discussion they planned a holiday. Haylee
would miss two weeks of dress rehearsals and
the first three shows. We shuffled the parts.
Two of Haylee’s solos were picked up by other
girls in addition to their own. The group scenes
were re-choreographed.
The show opened on March 21st on Mayne
Island to a standing ovation. The five girls were
stretched and tired, but happy. Two more
shows succeeded in as many days followed by
a four-day break. Three days later Zeanna was
diagnosed with mono, she had an enlarged
spleen and liver, her doctor ordered rest.
Full of energy Haylee returned from
holidays the next day and threw herself into the
show. Cast members picked up Zeanna's
monologues with 24-hour’s to learn the lines.
The next night on Saturna, refusing to use
cheat-sheets, the recast show blasted onto the
tiny stage with new energy. They were just
getting into stride. The six girl show would
always be performed by five actors.
Far too early one Tuesday morning, the
lights went up on a special production for the
Gulf Islands Secondary School at ArtSpring.
There had been some concern about the
graphic language, but the girls all agreed they
heard far worse in the washrooms and
corridors so the play went ahead unedited.
After a few early gasps of surprise from the
audience, the cast took control and stormed
through to a rousing finish. Students were
heard singing the songs and rants as they left.
Next day on the school blog, the head of the
theatre program posted: ‘A huge bouquet of
roses for Jane Fraser, Sarah Noyes, Shaye
Steele, Sierra Steele, Zeanna Trussler, Haylee
Stobart and Mayne Island Little Theatre for
their talent and courage in bringingEmotional
Creature to ArtSpring—that was an amazing
production and opportunity for empowerment
and social change —Thank You!’

Gabriola Show
Gabriola Islanders formed a coalition to get the
play performed there. The Gabriola Players
and the Gabriola Arts Council joined forces to
hire the largest venue in the community and to
fill the seats. None of the cast had been there
before: this was an adventure and Gabriolans
were ready and waiting to set up and host. A
half-hour before the doors opened, a crowd
had gathered outside. The energy was palpable.
The five teenagers stormed onto the stage and
sang, danced and ranted for 110 minutes. The
audience were on their feet before the last song
ended. After a long ovation the girls waved
farewell and left. The applause held and the

girls were pushed back on for a second round.
Next morning a local café treated the cast to
much needed coffee and muffins; people
shouted and waved as they crossed the car park
and horns tooted the bus on it’s way to the ferry
terminal. The girls all want to move to
Gabriola.
Emotional Creature was an unusual
collaboration. Unlike other shows, it called for
additional technical support and theatre
groups on every island to act as host. Mayne’s
Community Bus drivers made up a special
schedule to transport the cast and crew and
camp overnight. This support was needed and
very welcome.
A blow came by way of disappointing ticket
sales. The large budget for equipment rentals,
publicity (every local paper, social media,
tickets, posters and programs), hall rentals
including the relatively huge cost of Artspring
to accommodate the school, meals on the road
and ferry fares, meant we needed to sell at least
50 tickets a show to break even and the first
several shows averaged 35-40.
Excepting Gabriola, apologies came from
every host island, half-full houses were normal:
something performing arts groups need to
think about. Audiences everywhere like
comedies, but I recall seeing a Christmas
pantomime on a neighbouring island attended
by about 35 people. One man affirmed that
after Vagina Monologues, he would never see
an Eve Ensler play again. Other comments
suggested this was a feminist play, one for
teenagers. Romeo & Juliet is a tragedy about
teenagers and it draws an audience prepared
to cry, but then, this is not Shakespeare.
Emotional Creature is catching and there
is talk of a movie. Besides Gabriola, invitations
arrived from Vancouver, Seattle and
Vancouver Island, but they could not
accommodate the school term and the need for
passing exams. A very warm invitation arrived
from Lasqueti Island, the girls were thrilled:
‘Wow, where’s that?’ Perhaps next time.
The islands need to share more, there are so
many wonderful communities and so much
talent in this archipelago it is a shame and an
absurdity that we foster a parochial view, based
on the happenstance of having bought a house
on one out of more than 450 islands.
Next November at least two islands have
agreed to collaborate on a joint venture: two
short plays, one from each island, to be
performed together. In principle, half the work
and twice the shows.
It’s been a wonderful experience. The girls
are asking for more. Until the next time... 0
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Responsible for the Core Review (which is tasked
with evaluation of all government programs and
services) announced: ‘We’re going to look at some
sacrosanct things, like certain agencies. We’re
going to look at the Agricultural Land Reserve
and the Agricultural Land Commission.’
Throughout the weeks following, the BC
Government delivered a public process that
Vaughn Palmer accurately described as a ‘rushed
exercise in ad hockery.’
When internal cabinet documents were
leaked last November we were given a glimpse of
what the governments intentions were. In
response to growing concern, Minister Bennett
reassured British Columbians that, ‘Nothing that
the core review process could potentially do
would reduce the protection for farmland in
British Columbia’ ¬ ‘Bottom line. There is nothing
that we would contemplate that would reduce or
undermine the central principle of the
Agricultural Land Reserve, which is the
protection of farmland and the sustainability of
farming.’
However, on January 20, then Agriculture
Minister Pat Pimm responded that his
government was committed ‘to protect the most
productive agricultural land.’ That is, however,
not the mandate of the ALC—its mandate is to
protect and enhance all land within the ALR.
All the while, Minister Bennett has made a
concerted effort to diminish the value of land
outside the Lower Mainland, Okanagan and
Vancouver Island.
While announcing Bill 24, Minister Bennett
said, ‘Folks, I’ve been waiting a long time to say
this…There’s a huge, diverse land base out there
that, frankly, the media and probably the urban
public is largely unaware of…. There is some land

within the agricultural land reserve that actually
is useless to agriculture…. That land could be
located in a region where there’s six months of
winter, in some cases the land is covered by forest.
I’ve seen land within the reserve that’s
mountainous. It’s steep. It’s rocky. It’s swampy. It
has really poor-quality soil and no feasible access
to water.’
The government’s message is clear, 90% of
agricultural land in British Columbia, the land in
the north and southeast is poor quality, and
unsuitable for agriculture. This is absurd.
While the highest quality land is in southern
British Columbia, there is plenty of quality
agricultural production in the north and
southeast. The Ministry of Agriculture website
proudly announces that 85-90% of grain
production in the province occurs in the Peace
River region.
None of the concerns Minister Bennett has
raised require the proposed changes contained in
Bill 24; all of them can be addressed with the
current powers of the Commission to undertake
boundary reviews.

An Opportunity Which Must
Be Grasped
Public pressure has created an opening with a
new minister. You can help by writing to Minister
Letnick, norm.letnick.mla@leg.bc.ca, to delay
consideration of Bill 24: the ALC Amendment Act
until such time as a robust and comprehensive
public consultation is completed.
Also write letters to the editor (local weeklies
as well as dailies), your MLA, and call in to talk
shows. You can find your MLA’s details online at:
http://www.leg.bc.ca/mla/3-1-1.htm.
You can also sign this petition:
www.greenparty.bc.ca/foodisapublicinterest_petition0

BULLETIN BOARD
Car Rentals

Near Sidney, Saanich,
Victoria, Ferries & Airport
Seniors’ Specials
Long & Short Term
Mention ad for discount!

1.800.809.0788
gsaautorentals.com

FIREWOOD

FOR SALE
Serving Victoria &
Southern Gulf Islands

2-4 Cord Loads

Call Ian for pricing

250-539-5463

Hy-Geo
Consulting
Technical services for

Water Wells
Aquifers
Groundwater

MOORINGS

INSTALLED, SERVICED,
MAINTAINED

(250) 658-1701
information@hy-geo.com

www.hy-geo.com

Dock Chain Inspection
& Replacement

Chris West
Dive Services

250-888-7199/250-538-1667

cdwest@telus.net

135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings
• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

FREE!

• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING
TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

WAHL MARINE LTD.

On Time & On Budget

• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE

1-800-746-7444
250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com
drill@drillwell.com

An Island Family Business for
49 Years!

MEETING

School District #64 (Gulf Islands).
Regular meetings of the Board
of School Trustees will be held on
Wednesday, May 14, 2014 at Mayne
Elementary/Junior Secondary
School. Meeting commencing at
1pm. Agenda:
http://sd64.bc.ca/district/school–boardmeetings. Public Welcome!
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Editorial:

A

s you probably noticed, we’ve been printing reams of
articles so far this year. Tons of reading. Now, for a bit
we are back to 8 pages. It’s still a lot more reading than
is usual in a newspaper.
The islands are becoming seasonal again and this affects
our advertising funding but we’ve kept up our pages because
of some important local advertising. Now the pendulum must
swing back. The worst casualties are the beautiful photos
people send.
So, if you have become used to the amount of reading in
Island Tides lately and want more this time, don’t forget there
is our website where you can read previous editions going
back to 2003; all our editions back to 1989 are in the

Provincial Archive. We also have a topic archives of single
article built up over the years. Click on ‘Back Issues+Archives’
in the red bar across the top of the webpage..
Our website is searchable, scroll to the Google searchbar
at the bottom of the webpage, set it to www.islandtides.com,
and type in your request. It’s amazing what you come up with.
Our archive comprises a fascinating recent history on
topics such as: BC Ferries, BC Hydro, BCLegislature, BC Rail,
Canadian Politics, Farms+Food, Fisheries, Forest+Mining,
Freshwater, Gardening, Green Energy, Oil+Gas+Coal,
Parks+Wildlife, Transportation, Wildflowers, Salish Sea
Goodlife, and Priscilla’s Islands Almanac.
Go on, check it out!
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Dear Editor:
Thank you very much for David Steen's Article, 'Geoduck lease
openings' in your April 3 edition. I would like to thank David
and Jan Slakov for their research and for the ad for submissions
in the same edition. Many people on Quadra Island were
contacted, hopefully they all wrote letters.
David's article focused on the southern Gulf Islands,
however DFO's plan is for the entire coast. DFO’s draft
management plan does not mention or take into consideration
any other marine values or uses or marine species or birds. The
Plan does not consider the concerns of upland landowners or
tourism businesses. The Federal government is promoting
geoduck aquaculture and the Federal and Provincial
governments have combined their application review process
to simplify applications. This is a very serious situation. Despite
the fact that the official comment period in over, people should
continue to send letters to DFO.
Michael Stahnke, Quadra Island

Amazing Species Recovery
Dear Editor:
On Saturna Island there is much celebration over the news from
the Harper Government, that all fish, animals, birds and whales
that might be in the way of the tar-sands pipeline or its tankers,
are now deemed to be healthy and abundant.
We appreciate the efforts by the Harper Government to
make it so.
We are also jubilant in the news from the Environment
Ministry that reliable sightings of the extinct Dodo Bird have
been seen in Ottawa.
May Harper continue to reign over us.
Graeme Bregani, Saturna Island

South Island Rail Corridor
Editor:
Lost confidence? Yes, I’ve lost confidence, but not in the Island
Corridor Foundation.
I’ve lost confidence in the four city councillors who voted in
the Regional District of Nanaimo not to support the ICF in its
attempt to bring back passenger service to Vancouver Island.
What have these councillors done to support passenger rail
service?
The ICF lobbied the federal and provincial government for
$30 million to begin track repairs. It’s not their fault VIA Rail
has refused to present a plan for passenger service because it
would interfere with their control of the rail. The money sits in
a bank doing nothing.
The Island train is our heritage, as well as the most efficient
and environmentally friendly way of moving goods and services
on land. We should all be doing what we can to support the ICF,
including giving VIA Rail notice they are no longer welcome
here.
Now city council has added its voice to retarding the project,
risking losing the money, while even poor nations expand rail
services. Short sighted in the extreme.
Janette Briere, Gabriola Island

rapidity of this problem.
Our demand for cheap consumer goods fuels the demand
for coal-fired electrical generating plants in China and the Far
East to increase their fuel consumption to continue to supply
us with cheap goods.
The concern for a financially secure and comfortable
retirement has many investing in shares in the fossil fuel and
mineral industries which generally have the greatest market
returns and the largest detrimental impacts on the
environment.
Our governments cannot provide environmental security.
We must do that. Our choices must do that. Our market
demands must do that. Each and every one of us impacts our
environment.
It is time to stop criticizing our neighbours and take a long
and careful look at our individual beliefs and lifestyle. It is not
about going backwards. I think it is about taking the
responsibility to understand and then requiring ourselves to
moderate. How often do I need to drive? To fly? What are the
environmental costs of my food choices? Of my recreational
choices? Of my investment choices? Of my building choices?
We all come from a different starting place and if we all
reduce our footprint by 10%, we will still have much, much
more than many people on this planet. The time is now, a point
to begin.
Leslie Goresky, Van Anda, Texada Island

Saluting Kitimat
Dear Editor:
Cheers for the citizens of Kitimat, who voted nearly 60% against
the pipeline! I’m sure a lot of tempting fruit was dangled in front
of your noses by the same corporations who bring us these
glowing full-page ads about how nice a pipeline could be for the
region, but you were not fooled.
After all, if I was a home owner or ran a business in Kitimat,
I would have been sorely tempted by the near certainty that my
property values would have instantly doubled if the town had
voted to embrace the pipeline.
Well done, folks... The rest of us really appreciate what you
have accomplished, and we salute your integrity.
Jim Russell, Salt Spring Island

Eggs Choices Are Every Day

Dear Editor:
Easter is over with its coloured eggs and egg hunts. However,
the hunt for good eggs continues.
Before you pick up your eggs from the grocery store, please
consider the hens that produced them.
Approximately 95% of egg-laying hens in Canada are kept
in the most appalling conditions imaginable. Five to seven hens
are crammed into wire ‘battery’ cages, crowded so tightly
together that they can barely move or even flap their wings.
They spend their entire productive lives of one to one-and-ahalf years eating, sleeping and defecating in the same tiny space.
They are so crowded that almost all their natural behaviours
are denied them—dust-bathing, scratching in the earth,
spreading their wings, and most importantly, nest-building.
Scientific research has conclusively proven that the stress
caused by being denied an opportunity to nest causes significant
Choices
suffering in caged hens.
Dear Editor:
The tips of their beaks are painfully sliced off to curb
With all of our independent natures and nations, we have only
cannibalism
caused by overcrowding. Other problems too often
one world to share. Scientists tell us our climate is changing
include
painful
osteoporosis, respiratory problems from the
faster than at any other time in the history of climate change.
build-up
of
urine
and feces and feather loss.
There are too many variables to pinpoint the exact date of the
It doesn’t have to be this way—consumers have a choice.
tipping points that will begin the catastrophic climatic changes.
Purchase certified organic or SPCA-certified eggs which have
For some on our planet, whose homes and livelihoods were
much higher welfare standards, including no cages. Or buy
ecently destroyed in severe weather storms, it must feel like it
your eggs from a local grower whose hens are not in cages and
has already begun. We are all responsible and the developed
nations of the world should take ownership for the severity and have access to the outdoors, with protection from predators.
Debra Probert, Mayne Island 0
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Humpback whale protection downgraded

E

nvironment Minister Leona Aglukkaq, with advice from
Fisheries Minister Gail Shea, is recommending that the
Northern Pacific population of humpback whales be
downgraded from ‘threatened’ to ‘species of special concern’
under the Species At Risk Act (SARA).
Sierra Club BC’s Campaigns Director Caitlyn Vernon
responded to the downgrading of protection, ‘The continued
recovery of humpback whales is completely incompatible with
a massive increase in oil tanker traffic on BC’s coast, which is
what they will face if the Enbridge and Kinder Morgan pipeline
and tanker proposals proceed.’
‘The federal government is excusing itself from any legal
obligation to protect humpback whale habitat, which
conveniently makes it easier to approve the Enbridge pipeline
and oil tanker proposal. British Columbia's humpback whale
population is still fragile. One oil spill in the middle of their

TRANS MOUNTAIN from page 1

process, both the proponent (Kinder Morgan)
and the intervenors (400 of them, a number of
cities and municipalities included) will be
allowed to make oral statements, but at that
point they can neither ask questions nor
introduce any new evidence. As soon as they
are finished, the NEB panel will retreat to
prepare their report.
Veterans of the Northern Gateway hearings
agree that, without oral cross-examination of
witnesses, neither the evidence nor the
witnesses will be tested. In particular, with
written questions and written answers, it is
very easy to evade the truth.
Moreover, the time allowed to generate and
distribute all the questions and answers is
tight: from April 2014 to January 2015 there
are two complete rounds of questions and
answers. In January and February 2015, oral
Final Arguments from intervenors and Trans
Mountain will be heard (with no new evidence
allowed and time limits imposed). In March
the hearing closes, and on July 2, 2015 the NEB
reports. (Details, see BOX, page 7, bottom.)

Trans Mountain’s Mountain
of Paper
While the latest version of the National Energy
Board ‘Hearing Process Handbook’ presents
this written Q&A process as an equivalent to a
public oral hearing, it is not.

habitat could be devastating.
‘Twenty-five years after the Exxon Valdez spill in Prince
William Sound, two resident orca pods still have not recovered.
Both pods lost significant numbers; one still has not reached
pre-spill numbers and the other is not recovering at all and may
be headed for extinction.
‘The risks from a massive increase in oil tanker traffic on our
coast are not confined to humpback whales. Dozens of other
species, as well as sensitive ecosystems, would be jeopardized,
as would coastal communities dependent on tourism, fisheries
and other economic activity that benefits from a healthy
sustainable environment.
‘The threat to humpback whales is just one of many reasons
the federal government must reject the Enbridge pipeline and
shift away from fossil fuel exploitation to a low-carbon, clean
energy future.’ 0

Clearly, it subjects all participants to a
mountain of paper, which they must read in
order to follow the proceedings.
The mountain of paper was off to a good
start with Kinder Morgan’s 15,000 page
application. It started the timeline when the
board determined, on April 2, that the
application was complete (or at least complete
enough—the Board defines this as a ‘holistic
approach’ to completeness).
Copies of information requests, responses,
and motions must be provided to all
intervenors, the Board, Trans Mountain, and
the company’s counsel. This is intended to
ensure that all participants have access to all
the information that the board will use in
arriving at its decision.
There are, officially, 400 intervenors, but a
rough count of names and addresses gives 564.
The largest groups, besides 232 individuals and
property owners, are 129 First Nations, 47 local
governments, 45 businesses, 37 environmental
NGOs, 36 energy companies, and 13 from the
federal government. There are also three MPs
and two MLAs. (There are also 1,200
commenters.)
Conservatively, say, 200 of the intervenors
will have information requests…? You do the
math.
This is, by any account, a very large number
of individuals, governments, and organizations

Save The Salish Sea Salt Spring is reviving Raincoast’s
driftcard initiative. Instead of finding yellow oil warnings
on a beach, you can get a card at local events or online.
Write your message, hand it in, and it will be given to
Christy Clark at the Legislature. For more information
email Sandra Leckie: leckwalp@gmail.com.

to be involved in one
proceeding. While it is
conceivable that the NEB’s
paper version of a public
hearing could work with a
relatively small number of intervenors, it may
not be practical with this many, particularly
considering that each intervenor must keep
track of what many other intervenors are
doing, both to keep up-to-date and to avoid
duplicate enquiries. It is difficult to see how this
process can possibly qualify as an effective
equivalent to any oral cross examination.
These proceedings have the potential to
obscure, rather than illuminate, the eventual
decision of the panel. The conclusions of the
Northern
Gateway hearings clearly
demonstrated how difficult it is to achieve
social license for such a controversial
undertaking. The obstacles facing the Trans
Mountain Expansion Project are different, but
no less complex.

The Trans Mountain Expansion Project
demands consideration of many aspects; the
NEB has attempted to limit and summarize
them into twelve subject areas. But it may be
that the imposition of an arbitrary time limit
upon this public consultation will make it
ineffective, burdensome, unfair, and subject to
challenge.

Validity Of The Process
The alarm about the scheduled process was
raised by lawyer Greg McDade, acting for the
City of Burnaby. On April 17, Ecojustice filed a
challenge to the timelines; there may be more.
Elizabeth May is consulting Toronto lawyer
Clayton Ruby with an eye to challenging the
lack of cross-examination rights as a breach of
natural justice. 0

Clean energy wanted for BC

N

ew polling research, conducted by
Pembina Institute, reveals that British
Columbians want the province to
produce, use and export fewer fossil fuels and
embrace cleaner sources of energy instead.
The poll found more than three quarters of
British Columbians (78%) agree that BC
should transition away from using fossil fuels
to cleaner sources of energy to prevent climate
change from getting worse. More than two
thirds (67%) agree the province should
decrease its reliance on fossil fuel exports to
avoid future boom and bust economic cycles.
Another three quarters (74%) agree that the
province has a good opportunity to create jobs
and grow the economy by developing the
solutions needed to transition away from fossil
fuels.
‘As climate science continues to
demonstrate, climate change could have
devastating impacts on both the environment
and the economy,’ said Kevin Sauve,
spokesperson for the Pembina Institute in BC,
‘It’s encouraging to see that British Columbians
are on the same page. Not only do they
understand the need to reduce our reliance on
fossil fuels but see economic benefits in
developing cleaner sources of energy as well.’

‘British Columbia is largely sitting on the
sidelines of a global clean energy bonanza,’ said
Merran Smith, Director of Clean Energy
Canada. ‘Citizens know that the world’s energy
system is changing. The provincial government
needs to strengthen the province’s clean energy
economy through targeted policy today.’
‘This poll sends a clear message that British
Columbians want steps put in place now to
transition this province towards a prosperous
low-carbon future,’ said Tom Pedersen,
Executive Director of the Pacific Institute for
Climate Solutions (PICS). ‘It is encouraging to
see such strong support for change across all
levels of society, but especially among
tomorrow’s leaders—18-34 year olds.’
The Pembina Institute, Clean Energy
Canada and PICS commissioned Strategic
Communications Inc to conduct the poll. The
results are from an online survey that was
fielded April 1–2. It was conducted among 802
adult British Columbia residents using an
established proprietary research panel. The
results have been statistically weighted
according to the most current education, age,
gender, and region census data to ensure a
sample representative of the entire adult
population of British Columbia. 0
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BOB BURGESS
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Jonathan Charles Guy September 10, 1948 - April 16, 2014

J

on came to Saturna Island in 1978 from
Edmonton with a blue International
truck, a camper, Genni, his eldest
daughter, and a trailer he made, containing all
their belongings. He was looking for a place to
call home, a place to belong. He wasn’t looking
for the ‘perfect place’ he said, but a place he
could afford, that felt friendly, that had
potential for him to build and stretch.
He liked Saturna immediately but he was

sympathy and asked if there was anything he
could do. ‘Wash dishes!; was the reply, and he
did, for hours. Then he took his leave.
He was warmly accepted into the community
among the younger crowd and enrolled Genni in
kindergarten. He lived at Narvaez Bay caretaking
and getting established, built a sauna with the
group, then ventured into building a chicken
coop/tool shed for rabbits and chickens, by
himself.
All of this was new for a suburban man. He
felt among kindred souls in the
Gulf Islands—a place for a young
man unsure of himself but so
willing to carry his weight and
help where he could. Status and
stuff never held much for him.
He had never used a chainsaw
or built much of anything but with
his innate enthusiasm for life and
possibility, his hugely robust
physical self, friendly advice and a
Canadian Builder’s
Jon with good
Saturna General Handbook he jumped in. This has
Store's truck been Jon’s life on Saturna—jump
aboard the in!
Everything in his life was to do
Mayne Queen
and create a new opportunity to
‘be with people’ for the larger
willing to let go and move on if the offer he
good. Repayment was long term with Jon. He
made on the raw land he found was not
knew about fair work/fair compensation and
accepted.
knew that money was only one form of
After finishing at the University of Alberta compensation. Factored in as deeply in his
and ending his marriage, every month he had personal part of the equitable exchange was what
saved half of his salary from working as a
common good derived and fostered.
machinist in Edmonton. He was the man in
Jon had noticed that there were plenty of
the shop that would try any new machine and competent builders on the Island with large
make any new part. He was the man in the
machine investments and looked for something
different we could do to set up an economic base
shop that got his journeyman’s papers by
for our growing family.
challenging the test. He commented that he
Haggis Farm Bakery started in our first home,
was making good money and that he noticed
that his fellow machinists complained about the old Stone House at the end of Narvaez Bay
Road. In a half-working oven he perfected and
the weather and their jobs and spent
produced sourdough bread for his first
everything they had on stuff. He wanted a
customers, delivered Sundays on pony-back by
ticket to a life that was more satisfying.
daughters, Genni and Michelle.
Jon was born the first of two in Edmonton,
We pooled our resources and bought the land
conceived in England, born almost as soon as his
for
Haggis Farm in a difficult financial time. We
immigrant parents got to Edmonton. He never
built
our home, the barn, the sheepshed and
liked formal schooling, was brilliant, and taught
altered
a building to create the bakery. The
himself whatever skills he wanted. Training as a
bakery
became
our business and the Happy
geologist, he bought a camper and truck and
Hens
of
Haggis
were our agricultural farm
traveled during his vacations as his family had
component.
He
used
the little boat, the White
when he was a child. He spent time in California
from 7th grade and returned to Canada when he Star, to deliver bread twice a week through the
became eligible for the draft for the Vietnam war. Islands and our range of contacts and friends
broadened.
The first time I saw Jon was at Campbell’s
The Saturna General Store came about
Farm. Jimmy, their eldest son, had died two days
through
Jon’s efforts and his partners, Hubertus
before, and friends and family were having a big
Surm
and
Hubertus’ partner Kathleen Eddy. Jon
dinner together. Jon arrived at the door,
felt
that
the
community needed a good store with
introduced himself, gave his kind regards and
reasonable service to enhance our ability to be
together. He started the store
with three principles—that the
IS YOUR
store provide a reasonable
return to its investors, that it
work with other island
SAFE TO DRINK?
businesses, and that it provide
Contamination can occur
the service of a store and space
without changes in colour or
to foster community activities.
He quipped that if a hall was
taste. Be safe, test annually.
the heart of a community, a
store was its liver because it
performed so many functions
and that pleased him.
Jon loved and enjoyed
people ‘stay to dinner, come to
Saturna, stay a lifetime!’ He
had a marvelous black Scottish
fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
humour—laughter at no-one’s
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
expense. He had a capacity to
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1
take chances to live the life he
wanted for himself and to
embody the integrity he strove
Your Total
Total
for.
Jon liked simple. In his
Water
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olution
mind the solution of throwing
money at a problem was a
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Jon tending the fire at the Lamb BBQ last year.
to the challenge using ingenuity and inspiration!
He had no patience with the popular terms
‘handmade bread’ or ‘do it yourself’. He felt that
we are all part and parcel of a highly subsidized
interdependent system of natural capital and
human effort.
Practical, pragmatic, and funny about our
goofy human lives he wasn’t a perfectionist or
sentimental—those were artifices that slowed
down the process of living to his way of thinking.
He knew how to do real work to make something
real happen—something you could hold in your
hands.
To get his picture taken a thousand times at
the lamb BBQ really required that he get up at
3:30am to throw wood on the fire for hours and
carefully create 26 appealing lambs using all he
had learned for himself and from Jim Campbell
to provide one part of the dinner for 1,200
people. Baking twice a week, weeks and years on
end—26 in all—going to fire practices, adding up
our accounts always by hand, keeping our
finances using ledger books, repairing trucks,
recycling, geting firewood, trips to town—
sometimes four times a week for the store—were
always done to his level of satisfaction.
The initial sauna he built at Narvaez Bay, was
dragged to Haggis Farm on skids and was rebuilt
with friends 10 years ago. Almost every week we
get together and have a potluck dinner/sauna.
Jon has delighted in the new young people who
have come to Saturna recently and laughed, ‘I bet
they look like us coming 35 years ago—
competency, energy, dreams, wrapped in new
cultural paper!’ Jon had great admiration for the
ferry crews and some became dear friends.
Jon loved functioning systems. He even had
a system for clothing that added up to function.
Buy ‘Carhart’ shorts online, always ask for Tshirts for presents, and buy the same socks in
threes—clothed and ready to roll!
He had no tolerance for a system that had
shifted from providing service and common
good to being self-serving. Giving and getting in
ample measure, aside from accruing, appealed to
him deeply as a moral way to live and as a
sensible way to live.
He loved the Saturna Community Club—its
from the ground up empowerment system. He
hated meetings, so the Saturna Cemetery
Committee with fellow member Barb Ropars
was perfect—keep track of cemetery plots, mow
grass, and talk to community members who had
lost loved ones and help them sort out logistics.
Singing in Sharon Schermbrucker’s Saturna
choir was a joy and a push for him. Cooking 26
lambs for the BBQ, with all sorts of help and
assistance, being a part of the Fire Department
and doing his part as one of many inspired,
capable individuals appealed to him. He loved
the Saturna Women’s Club because it gives
quietly to the Island in so many ways—he asked
to be an auxiliary member! Donating space for
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the school—the Saturna Ecological Education
Centre on our farm brought him great
satisfaction. This is the kind of school experience
he wished he had had.
What is the measure of the man? He could
imagine many possibilities; sift out the most
appealing and plausible and go for it. His pole
stars were the common good, being energetic
and accomplishing, and sharing any largesse he
might have with others. Part of Jon’s largesse, of
which I don’t think he was aware, was his ability
to enjoy and endorse by being interested in
others’ dreams and capabilities. By his generous
spirit and willingness to be alongside—never
directing—he
created facilitation and
engagement/approval for others—especially
young men.
That a process or item was useful was its
highest praise. That he worked with and was with
people was his desire. His time was full of doing,
but time for a chat, a hug, an inquiry into the lives
of others was always available.
His family, our four children, Genni, Michelle,
Jesse, and Jonathan, and our grandchildren
brought him much satisfaction as did our
extended families. He gave high priority to
spending time with all. Trips were built around
visiting, cooking together, and dipping into lives
shared.
I have lived beside Jon for 35 years. We all
know our partner from the inside out, the plans
that didn’t get carried out, the funny things that
went sideways, the things you did and said
between you that were direct conduits to
connection between you and the smile that
practically meant your life.
Rarely, do we stop and look at the whole
picture or can even see it with our partner by our
side, or even want to—living together is such a
rich, rolling along, growing experience.
When asked what he wanted us to do for his
celebration of life, Jon said, ‘It is up to you all. It
is for your pleasure and benefit.’ (It will be held
on May 17, 1-4pm, at Saturna Community Hall.)
I have used here many of the words that came
from you, his family and his friends in letters,
phone calls, texts and emails, to describe what
Jon meant to so many of us.
You have sustained and supported us through
these past four years and at the end offered a
broad vision of Jon, to us, his family, by sharing
why you loved and valued him.
Thank you from all of us to you, the Saturna
Community and Gulf Islands. Within our island
life, I think Jon found the rich environment and
connection that allowed him to thrive.
Jon is home now. He arrived on Saturna
Island in 1978 on the Mayne Queen and after a
life rich with connection and inspiration—giving
and getting—his ashes returned on the Mayne
Queen on April 23rd, 2014.
—Priscilla Ewbank

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…
We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.
Open daily 9am to 6pm

250.539.2936

SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND
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Pollution Imported From China
Up to 25% of Vancouver’s pollution comes from China,
according to a recent study. Pollutants such as sulphur
dioxide, black carbon, ozone, carbon dioxide, mercury, and
lead are drifting across the Pacific towards the west coast of
North America. Pollution in Chinese cities has reached the
point where people are advised not to go outside on bad days.
Isn’t it time we stopped shipping them coal for their own
good?
Texada Coal Port Approved
Meanwhile, the provincial government on March 12
approved a fivefold increase in the quantity of coal that can
be loaded at Texada Island for export. No announcement
was made. In the face of widespread local oppostition, Port
Metro Vancouver has delayed any decision on the loading of
US thermal coal at Fraser Surrey docks for barging to
Texada.
Aquaculture Exempt
The federal government has exempted aquaculture
operations from a Fisheries Act ban on releasing toxic
substances into the water. Ignoring recommendations from
the Cohen Commission, the government clears the way to
allow new fish farms to be established.

Credit Union Branches Still To Close
An April 16 meeting of Coastal Community Credit Union,
failed to change its decision to close branches at Alert Bay,
Sointula, and Cortes Island on July 5. The branches were
said to have been started in the communities in the 1940s.
Credit Union members have originated a special resolution
Parks Legislation To Change
A provincial bill to open provincial parks to ‘research’ future to reconsider the decisions; it will be debated at a July 19
meeting.
pipeline routes and other economic development is before
Less Money to Clean-up Wells
the legislature. This would appear to legalize exploratory
The
BC
Oil
and Gas Commission has revised its annual
work already being carried out by Kinder Morgan, who have
budget
for
the
cleanup of ‘orphan’ well sites from $5 million
proposed a new pipeline route that passes through a number
per
year
to
$1
million.
of provincial parks.
More Money To
Government Can’t Change Senate, Says
Monitor Ships
INVITATION TO
Supreme Court
Minister
of Western
In a decision on a referral from the government, the
OFFER:
Economic
Development
Supreme Court of Canada confirmed April 25 that the
Lease of a
Rempel has
government must have the consent of seven provinces with Michelle
Residential House
half the population of Canada in order to reform the senate, announced funding of some
Pender Island
appoint only elected senators, or impose term limits on
$9 million for increased
The RCMP is inviting offers to
senators. The Court further confirmed that the Senate can
seabed and ship movement
lease a detached house in the
be abolished only with the consent of the federal government monitoring off the BC coast.
area of North Pender Island. The
and all the provinces.
house must have a minimum of
The project was proposed by
The decision essentially confirms the status quo for the
3 bedrooms, 2 baths with
Elizabeth May. 0
covered parking; must meet BC
Senate. It was a unanimous 8-0 decision.
Nanaimo Votes Against Incinerator
Nanaimo City Council has voted to oppose the building of
an incinerator at Duke Point for garbage to be barged from
Vancouver and burnt there. Seaspan, owner of the Duke
Point site (and the barges) has withdrawn its proposal.

Building code (1998). Pets
allowed.

LNG EXEMPTION OVERTURNED from page 1
claimed territory, which is about half of Treaty 8 lands
in BC; a large part of Northeast BC which contains
three of BC’s most productive shale gas fields.
The First Nation has also negotiated a detailed Oil
and Gas Consultation Agreement with the Province.
This Agreement, signed in June, 2012, relies on active
co-operation with the Oil & Gas Commission in
dealing with applications for new oil and gas facilities
in the area surrounding Fort Nelson, some 25% of the
claimed territory. This area is a key source of the gas
that would be piped to proposed new LNG facilities
on the coast.
The
Province’s Wednesday morning
announcement of the exemption for gas installations
threw that entire agreement into question; obviously
no consultation on this regulatory change had taken
place. The 2012 agreement speaks of ‘The Honour of
the Crown’; it was clear that that honour has been

severely damaged by the Province. ‘In a stunningly
stupid move, the province has effectively declared war
on all BC First Nations and jeopardized all LNG
discussions throughout the entire province of BC,’
commented Chief Stewart Phillip of the Union of BC
Indian Chiefs.
At the conference, holding her symbolic eagle
feather over her head, Fort Nelson First Nation Chief
Sharleen Gale asked government representatives to
leave the room. They did, quietly, accompanied from
the stage by drumming and singing what Chief Gale
explained later was ‘an honour song’—to be
‘respectful’, she said.
Following the drumming out of the government,
BC Minister of the Environment Mary Polak
promptly withdrew the new regulations and
apologized. But Chief Gale was not satisfied, and has
asked for a ‘Chief to Chief’ meeting with BC’s Premier,

THE KINDER MORGAN TIMELINE
17 April 2014: Board Round 1 information requests to Trans Mountain
17 April 2014: Board releases draft conditions for information purposes
2 May 2014: Intervenor Round 1 information requests to Trans Mountain
29 May 2014: Trans Mountain responds to Round 1 intervenor
information requests
5 June 2014: Aboriginal intervenors file notices of intent to provide oral
traditional evidence
11 June 2014: Motion Day #1 - as considered necessary, intervenors file
notices of motion on the adequacy of Trans Mountain’s responses to
information requests
4 July 2014: Board Round 2 information requests to Trans Mountain
21 July 2014: Trans Mountain responds to Round 2 Board information
requests
5 August-4 September 2014: Oral hearings: to collect, and allow
questioning of, oral Aboriginal traditional evidence only
4 September 2014: Trans Mountain files supplemental evidence
9 September 2014: Commenters file letters of comment
11 September 2014: Intervenor Round 2 information requests to Trans
Mountain
2 October 2014: Motion Day #2 - as considered necessary, intervenors file
notices of motion on the adequacy of Trans Mountain’s responses to
information requests
3 November 2014: Intervenors file written evidence
14 November 2014: Intervenors information requests to other intervenors;
Trans Mountain information requests to intervenors
26 November 2014: Intervenors respond to other intervenor information
requests; Intervenors respond to Trans Mountain information requests
3 December 2014: Board releases draft conditions for comment
18 December 2014: Board Round 3 information requests to Trans
Mountain: Board information requests to intervenors
8 January 2015: Intervenors respond to Board information requests;
Trans Mountain responds to Round 3 Board information requests
13 January 2015: Trans Mountain files reply evidence; Intervenors and
Trans Mountain file affidavits swearing evidence; Intervenors and Trans
Mountain file notices of intent to present oral summary argument and/or
reply argument
20 January 2015: Trans Mountain files written argument-in-chief,
including comments on draft conditions (no new evidence can be provided
in written argument-in-chief)
Late January 2015: Oral hearings: to hear Trans Mountain’s oral summary
argument (no new evidence can be provided in oral argument. Time limits
will be imposed)
6 February 2015: Intervenors file written argument-in-chief and reply to
Trans Mountain, including comments on draft conditions
February 2015: Oral hearings: to hear intervenors’ oral summary
argument and/or reply argument (no new evidence can be provided in oral
argument. Time limits will be imposed)
March 2015: Trans Mountain files written reply argument. Hearing record
closes immediately following.
2 July 2015: Board releases its Report to the Governor in Council and
provides it to the Minister of Natural Resources.

Christy Clark. Her message, she remarked, ‘was not
getting to the top’.
The Fort Nelson First Nation has been at the
forefront of discussions with the government to
establish an important co-operative First Nations role
in land use planning for BC. Chief Gale had convened
the First Nation Shale Gas/LNG Summit to bring
together some 300 First Nations leaders, government
representatives, natural gas industry proponents, and
leading energy thought leaders. The agenda was
designed to encourage information sharing, and
discussion of risks, and opportunities.
The theme of the conference was ‘Striking the
Balance’—that is, the ‘balance’ between shale gas
development and the environment. It took place
against the background of increased concerns about
increased greenhouse gas emissions from methane
leaks at wellheads. 0

Park Problems

Our heritage as human beings
Belongs in woods and fields and streams;
It’s only lately we migrated
To towns and cities we created;
To reconnect with nature’s role
Is good for everybody’s soul,
While sojourn in the wilderness
Helps counteract this life of stress.
We are so lucky in BC
With Parks in perpetuity
Without encroachment (up to date)
Upon their undeveloped state.
Our Parks, set up by pioneers,
Were sacrosanct throughout the years.
But now encroachment’s getting near The Parks Amendment Act is here.
Now R S B C ’96 The Park Act - really had things fixed;
The emphasis was on Protection,
And Permit Issuance Direction;
Now at one fell swoop, it seems
We’re open to commercial schemes;
If Feasability Studies are wanted Then Research for them can be granted.

The word ‘research’ needs definition Was this deliberate omission?
The ‘Film Production’ - a red-herring,
But ‘research’ sounds a different warning;
Will there be structures, and how tall And miles of roadways overall ?
And drill-holes to bedrock as well,
And power and pipelines ? Who can tell.
So quietly they put this through,
But it hits home on me and you.
And since it’s all at Minister’s discretion Then p’rhaps I’ll make my own confession:Though in past years I put my trust
In Government ‘cause I thought I must,
Right now I think it’s time to show ‘em
That we only trust them
As far as we can throw ‘em!
H. Barry Cotton

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that John Reid has
applied to Ministry of For ests,
Lands and Natural Resour ce
Operations (MFLNRO), W est
Coast Region for a
Private
Moorage situated on Provincial
Crown land located atWellbury
Bay, Salt Spring Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1414164.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations at
142–2080
Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed
to:
Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until June 22, 2014.
MFLNRO may not be able to
consider comments r eceived
after this date.
Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applicati
onPosting/index.jsp for more
information.
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations r egional
ofﬁce.in Nanaimo

Lease term of 3 years with 1 x
3-year
renewal option.
Required for July 1, 2014.
Interested parties, please
contact RCMP Leasing-E&M
Division; and Quote Lease
Project #M2989-14-L002 for an
Offer package.
Tel: (778) 290-2782
Email:
ediv_leasing.po1.ediv1@rc
mp-grc.gc.ca
All Offers must be received
by May 8, 2014 at 1400h.
Agents submitting an Offer
must provide RCMP with a letter
from the owner authorizing
them to do so.
The RCMP may accept any
Offer whether it is the lowest or
not, or may reject any or all
Offers.

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Philimore Point
Improvement District has
applied to Ministry of For ests,
Lands and Natural Resour ce
Operations (MFLNRO), West
Coast
Region for a
License–Private
Moorage
situated on Pr ovincial Crown
land located at Payne Bay,
Galiano Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #0289395.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations at
142–2080
Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed
to:
Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until May 15th, 2014.
MFLNRO may not be able to
consider comments r eceived
after this date.
Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applicati
onPosting/index.jsp for more
information.
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations r egional
ofﬁce in Nanaimo.
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Six Islands, Nine Shows, Ten Standing Ovations: On The Ferry With Emotional Creature
Brian Crumblehulme & Michele Steele

T

he southern Gulf Islands show, Emotional Creature,
was the result of an amazing confluence. For several
years, five Mayne Island girls have been enthusiastic
participants in community theatre: short one act plays, comedy
skits, and character roles in Mayne Island Little Theatre’s 30th
anniversary production of A Midsummer Night's Dream. Then,
like all actors, they wanted something more, something serious.
In late August 2013, Brian received a short supplement in
the mail, a list of new plays by Dramatist Play Services of New
York. Emotional Creature was listed as being newly adapted
from Eve Ensler’s best selling book: The Secret Lives of Girls
Around the World. It was so new it had not been published and
10 days later a parcel of photocopies arrives complete with
typos, no stage directions, no intermission, just a raft of texts.
But what texts! Page after page of powerful stories. A few scenes
specifically located in exotic countries like Zaire and Bulgaria,
most left to the imagination.
These were stories, monologues and group scenes for young
women, a few seemed to suggest rhythm and perhaps music.
From previous collaborations, Brian gave the photocopies to
Michele: was this doable? Could we cast it? Would anyone come
to see it? Most of the stories seemed to imply a positive outcome,
an answer or at least a ray of hope. Could the collection be
framed as a demonstration of empowerment?
Three days later, Michele phoned: ‘We have to do this.’
The five girls we had been working with were invited to a
discussion. An explication of the meaning of each story, and an
invitation to talk about it and read it in the raw. A week later
they declared they would do the play and they would not

What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Now until Friday May 30
2014 Islands Songwriting
Contest With An Historical
Flavour—win studio recording
time, airplay and other great prizes,
including a live performance at the
2014 Islands Folk Festival; presented by the Cowichan Folk Guild,
open to all Islands songwriters • Entry Fee $25 • Info:
http://www.islandsfolkfestival.ca/ • THE GULF ISLANDS &
VANCOUVER ISLAND

Friday, May 2

The Great Salish Sea Music Tour—Dana Lyons,
singer/songwriter/activist—think Pete
Seeger, Phil Ochs and an out-of-control
Johnny Cash—on a new CD tour of the
Southern Gulf Islands; bar and snacks by
Wild Thyme Coffee House • Saturna
Community Hall • 7pm • Advance tickets:
$10 at Wild Thyme, 250.539.5589 •
Sponsored by SIMRES,
saturnamarineresearch.ca • SATURNA

Friday, Sat & Sun, May 2, 3 & 4

To My Old Brown Earth—Pender Island Choral Society concert;
Daniel Lapp directing; with local guest
artists, including the Kid's Choir and the
Pender Young Violins. • Community Hall
• Friday and Saturday 7pm, Sunday
2pm • Tickets: Adults $15, Ages 5-15
$5, Under 5 free • Info: 250.629.2026 •
PENDER

Saturday, May 3
Seatalk by Erich Hoyt and Paul Spong—
listen to incredible
stories from two orca
experts who have
been researching
orcas in the wild since
the 1970s: Hoyt
authored of Orca: The
Whale Called Killer; SPONG
Spong is a neurologist, cetologist and
HOYT
originator of OrcaLab on Hanson Island,
free bus from ferry • Saturna Rec Centre •
1 pm • $10, advance registration:
sheila.wallace@saturnamarineresearch.ca • Info: Larry Peck
250.216.3681, saturnamarineresearch.ca • SATURNA

Tuesday May 6
Canine Communication 101—using
photos and live-action video, Lisbeth Plant
KPACTP teaches you how to observe and
understand what your dog is saying; Q&A;
no dogs, please • Community Gospel
Chapel, 147 Vesuvius Bay Rd • 7-9pm •
Admission: $10/person; $15/family (cash @
door) • Info: www.cowichancanine.ca, 1778-455-1985. • SALT SPRING

Friday, May 9

ArtCraft Registration Deadline—Call for new applicants and
registration for ArtCraft 2014, BC’s longest
running, juried arts and crafts show,
representing the best of the southern Gulf
Islands • Located in downtown Ganges, Salt
Spring, the show opens on June 13 and runs
until September15 • Registration forms and
information online at www.ssartscouncil.com
and from Richard Steel 250.537.0899 •
SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS

approve the removal or change
of any challenging scene. Three
weeks after, the text had been
transcribed into an electronic
format so we could shuffle the
stories, allow for music and
songs, and add an intermission.
Each girl was given the revised
draft and asked to read it
through several times. We
bought the performing rights
and to our knowledge, were the
first theatre in Canada to do so.
The girls cast themselves,
they chose their own parts and
shared out the long and the
short
monologues and
choruses. At this time it became
apparent that we needed six
actors and so a SSI friend,
Zeanna, was invited and
accepted without hesitation.
The girls read the play several
Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick
times: we provided comment
Loading
and
unloading
the
community
bus
as
a
theatre
tour vehicle.
and discussed the themes and
underlying implications.
to venues on the other Southern Gulf Islands as well. Because
They obtained parental consent. We met with the Gulf
Islands Secondary School principal who promised both consent of school scheduling, the show would have to be performed
and support. We would take it to the school on Salt Spring and during spring break. A calendar was drawn up and contacts
made with theatre members on the other islands who were
equally excited.
Before rehearsals began, we needed a publicity manager and
Single-venue (50 words): $39.90 includes image
road manager. The play demanded multiple music cues and
Multi-venue (70 words): $50.40 includes image
three Power Point programs. All the islands have huge
Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard, please
intellectual resources and very quickly we obtained the services
of two professional engineers. The girls were told to go home,
Fri, Sat & Sun, May 16,17 & 18
learn their parts and return in January.
Solstice Theatre presents The
As we studied the text and shuffled sections for optimum
Mousetrap—first time director Andrew
effect, it became apparent that we needed a vocal coach and a
Lane, multi-talented Barry Mathias leads 8choreographer, the cast were girls after all, not seasoned actors.
actor cast as they unfold this long-running
classic • Community Hall • Fri & Sat
We could visualize the staging but needed fresh outside help.
7:30pm, Sun: 2:30pm • Tickets: Adults $15,
Once again the community came through: a musicologist and
Students $10, seating limited, buy tickets early at Talisman Books &
a New York trained musical theatre dancer agreed to create the
Gallery and Southridge Farm Country Store • PENDER
sound and movement for four of the eighteen scenes. Of
Saturday, May 17
necessity, props and set had to be simple and eminently portable.
Mayne Island Conservancy’s 9th Annual
The tragic nature of many of the stories demanded a
May Day Celebration—starts 1pm in
progression, sometimes a counterpoint, and rising energy.
Farmers’ Market, mad procession with
drummers to Miners Bay Park; maypole,
Scenes had to be balanced against each other to create a
labyrinth for the May Queen’s crowning,
developing strength from within the actors leading to a positive
dancing and games, delicious refreshments,
sense of control and overcoming. The text was stretched and
raffle • Free event, everyone welcome: elves,
massaged with music, lighting and colour. Costumes were
fairies and others • Info: Helen O’Brian 250designed to support the actors with colour and an international
539-5619 • MAYNE
flavour to enhance the text.
Saturday, May 17
In late winter, rehearsals focused on the monologues:
SeaFest 2014—The Oyster Festival’—
developing character, eliciting subtexts and modulating the
oysters, mussels, clams and prawns in
gourmet fixings with good music • New
more obvious clichés. Each scene required a three-way
location: Gorge Harbour Marina • Serving
conversation between two adult directors and one teenage girl
starts 11:30am • Tickets: Adults $20; Kids’
to create a population of characters; diverse and ultimately so
menu & prices • Free Shuttle from Cortes
strong. Professional workshops were arranged and by late
Ferry to SeaFest by reservation only, call 250-935-6911 or email
February dance routines and songs were hammered out with
www.cortesconnection.com • Info: usualmagic@gmail.com •
CORTES
growing intensity. With the exception of a couple of scheduled
absences, no one missed a rehearsal.
Saturday & Sunday, May 17 & 18
27th Annual Pottery Studio Tour—11 unique
Spring break arrived and rehearsals began in earnest. There
venues featuring functional wares, and
was laughter and tears. Parties were missed. Tensions arose and
decorative items for indoor and outdoor
dissipated. Early dress rehearsals were a disaster. The
display • Free maps @ Buckley Bay ferry
convergence of an all male technical crew, costumes and a
booth & the Island Arts Centre (top of ferry hill)
thousand questions: How would the audience react? How can
• Studios open 10am-5pm • Info:
www.denmanpottery2014.blogspot.ca •
I do this in front of my friends? My parents? How much time
DENMAN ISLAND
do we have between Saturna and Pender? Can I stay with my
Saturday, May 24
friends?
19th Annual Bob Dylan Birthday Party—an
Phone calls and quiet conversations ensued: how are the girls
evening listening to, or performing your
doing? Do they need counseling? (No, but the directors might!)
favourite Bob Dylan tunes • Galiano
The girls were asked again if they needed additional support:
Community Hall •Show at 7pm, Bob’s cake
‘No, we hear this stuff everyday. Get used to it.’ Perhaps we
at 8:30pm • Admission: donation to Galiano
Community Land & Housing Trust •
needed to provide support for the audience, a discussion
Performers’ or general info, please call Tom
perhaps. Grandparents were gently shielded from the play.
250-359-2960 • GALIANO
Zeanna became listless, her energy was sapped and the cast
Wednesday-Friday, June 18-20
covered for her.
3-Day Chair Caning Course—bring your project
The first body blow came in mid-February. All the girls had
chair, all other supplies included, limited spaces •
requested
their parents to stay out of it. ‘Please don’t read my
Registration: $120, deadline May 30 • Info &
registration: frannadeau@hotmail.com or 1-250216-8997 • MAYNE ISLAND

THE PLAY’S THE THING, please turn back to page 3

Roasting Fancy Coffee

Give Your Event Visibility!
18,000 Copies of Island Tides

40,000 Readers!
What A Bargain!
email: islandtides@islandtides.com
250.216.2267 •Next Deadline May 7
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