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Some of the 90 competitors at the start line of Galiano’s distinctive triathlon—kayak, bike, run. Several other vessels
joined the fun, including Galiano’s replica Spanish longboat (centre).

Galiano triathlon raises $1,000
Janice Mason
Gulf Islanders swept the team category to finish
1st, 2nd and 3rd at the 4th Annual Galiano Island
FUN Triathlon on Saturday, May 8 at Galiano’s
Montague Provincial Park. The Salt
Spring/Galiano combo lead the way, with Dave
Cochrane of Galiano in the kayak, John Nilssen of
Salt Spring on the bike and Ben Cooper of Salt
Spring running to the line, as the team finished
the 3km kayak, 13km cycle, and 5km run route in
58 minutes.
Eight minutes back was a young Galiano
crew—Ron Ladd in kayak, Chris Gregory on
bicycle, and Ayre Berlet finishing. Slipping into

third place was the deceptively fast Saturna trio
of Hubertus Surm in rowboat, Scott Pearse on
bike and Pat McCallum on the run. The dynamic
women’s trio, ‘Powered by Chocolate,’ gave
Victoria a heart-stopping 4th place finish as
these women crossed the line only 4 seconds
behind the Saturna crew.
Pamela Ens of Sidney proved to be the
superior force in the individual pursuit, blasting
around the course in just 67 minutes, to finish
ahead of all other women and men, while Mick
Skuce of Galiano captured the top male spot,
TRIATHLON, please turn to page 7

Special Report by Claire Heffernan

HEU Job Action Retrospective
Claire Heffernan is chair of the Hospital Employees Union (HEU) local at Lady Minto
hospital–Greenwoods seniors home on Salt Spring Island. She works at Greenwoods.
On Thursday April 29, the BC Liberals passed Bill
37 legislating 43,000 front-line hospital workers
back to work with a 15% pay cut retroactive to
April 1 and no cap on the contracting out of jobs.
One week we were overpaid toilet cleaners and
the next week we were so essential to the
functioning of the health care system that we had
to be legislated back to work. (Every health care
union or professional association in BC has now
had their collective bargaining process interfered
with by the BC government.) We now know that
some MLAs who voted for the four-page bill
didn’t even bother to read it.

Job Action Continued
In spite of threats of fines and other disciplinary
action, HEU members continued their job action
for another four days in protest of Bill 37. This was
the first province-wide strike the HEU has ever
undertaken in its 60-year history. Union
members were asking for a modest cost of living
increase and a no-contracting out clause to
protect our jobs.
CHOCOLATE LILY

A Memorandum of Agreement drafted in the
late afternoon of Sunday May 2 and signed by
the BC government, the Health Employers
Association of BC, the HEU and the BC
Federation of Labour was intended to avert a
planned general strike the following day.
In the Memorandum, the HEU got some last
minute concessions which mitigated some of the
damage of Bill 37. Those concessions included a
$25 million severance package for recently laidoff workers, a cap of 600 full-time-equivalent (or
900 part-time positions) and the removal of the
pay retroactivity clause. It was nothing to write
home about but I don’t think the union had much
choice. The government was not going to back
down from its 15% pay cut and their mania to
contract out our jobs.
Salt Spring has the rather dubious reputation
of being the last local in the province to return to
work. On Monday May 3, our members voted
100% not to return to work for another 24 hours.
We wanted to send a message to the government
STRIKE, please turn to page 2

Public finds voice
over electoral
system ~ Paul Harris
The historic public debate over what kind of
electoral system would best suit BC is being joined
by hundreds of British Columbians during a series
of lively public meetings. Fifty meetings will take
place throughout May and June.
Assembly members have been very encouraged
by the number of people attending hearings, with
each venue enjoying a slate of at least seven
presenters. While opinions have varied widely, a
significant number of presenters have so far
advocated that BC adopt a greater degree of
proportionality. The mixed member proportional
(MMP) system is favoured by many.
Comparisons with systems used in
democracies elsewhere in the world—such as those
chosen in New Zealand and Ireland—have also
been made by presenters. Other parallels with
systems in Europe have also been drawn by
presenters and been heard in comments from the
public attending hearings. Common concerns of
presenters
also
include:
the
general
disenchantment of voters, the power exercised by
the governing executive, and the disempowerment
of MLAs. A number of presenters have also
questioned whether BC’s political system requires
political parties at all.
So far, one presenter has strongly supported
the current plurality, or ‘first-past-the-post’ system
currently used in provincial elections.
The Assembly must decide by December 15
whether to propose a change to BC’s electoral
system. If they recommend a change, it will be the
subject of a referendum for all voters in the May
2005 provincial election.
A full schedule of hearings, and information on
how to sign up to make a presentation, visit
www.citizensassembly.bc.ca.✐

Read 13 ‘Wildflower’ article reprints from the ’90s—with
original colour photos!
Brenan M Simpson’s book, ‘Flowers at My Feet: Western Wildflowers in Legend, Literature and Lore’,
includes 80+ wildflowers, black and white line drawings, and can be ordered from any bookstore.
Published by Hancock House in 1996, the book was compiled from his ‘Wildflower’ series.

Photo: Brenan Simpson

The next quarterly meeting of Islands
Trust Council will be held on Saturna
Island, June 9 and 10, 2004. Council
sessions are open to the public from
8:30am Wednesday, June 9 till
Thursday afternoon. Members of the
public to invited to dialogue with Trust
Council members at the popular Town
Hall Session on Wednesday at 11:30am.
On Wednesday, Trust Council will
host elected officials and staff from the
San Juan Islands of Washington State to
share experiences and discuss topics of
common concern to island communities
in the trans-boundary area. Topics
proposed for discussion include
affordable housing, tourism benefits and
impacts, marine stewardship initiatives
and groundwater issues. During this
session, Parks Canada will also provide
an update regarding the Southern Gulf
Islands National Park Reserve.
Trust Council will also discuss
potential changes to the way it allocates
local planning staff and other resources
to Local Trust Committees. It will
consider options that would provide a
closer balance between the tax revenues
received from each island community
and the value of the resources provided
for local planning purposes.
In addition, an expense budgets
workshop will assist local trust
committees in the planning and
disbursement of local funds. The budget
for each of the 12 local trust committees
was increased this year, partially
through a reallocation from general
funds, to give local trust committees
more flexibility and autonomy in
managing local initiatives. A new policy
and guidelines will be presented to
ensure that appropriate budgeting and
accounting mechanisms for this funding
are in place.
On Thursday, the quarterly business
meeting will be held. For the detailed
agenda visit www.islandstrust.bc.ca.
Requests to present a formal delegation
to Trust Council should be submitted by
May 31 to the Islands Trust’s corporate
secretary. ✐

Other on-line reprints from Island Tides’
archives. Download, email to a friend!

• Dealing with Government ~ Patrick Brown
• Black Gold: A Series About Oil
• Keeping Up with the Bills ~ Patrick Brown
• BC Ferries • Global Politics

More added every edition!

15 years of great stories @ islandtides.com
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Bugs in the System: Agriculture and the Avian Flu
Derek Masselink
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very morning I get up early to let our small flocks of Welsh
Harlequin ducks and Barnevelder chickens out of their
(hopefully) mink-proof houses. And every evening around
dusk I make sure that they’ve safely retired to their roosts before
locking them in for the night. Since receiving the news of the avian
influenza outbreak I send a daily ‘Thank you!’ skyward for, as I like
to think of it, ‘orchestrating’ our move last fall to Pender Island.
Fact is, if we had stayed or even slightly delayed our move from
Vancouver both of our flocks would have been included in the
resulting mandatory cull.
Originally we acquired our ducks and chickens to diversify and
improve the health of our farm and garden system. We rely on
them to clean up garden and kitchen wastes, remove insect pests
while providing us with home-grown eggs and meat, as well as a
bit of income. Rare breeds were selected in an effort to contribute
to international efforts to preserve and maintain threatened
heritage breed genetics.
We had no idea that our ducks and chickens would be
threatened by a disease outbreak—an outbreak that has been
greatly assisted by the manner in which the commercial poultry
industry is managed in BC. This, and other experiences revealed
directly through the cultivation and husbandry of our own garden
and farm system, has made us more critical of our modern,
intensive food and farm system, the system that most of us rely on
for our daily bread.
The normally quiet Canadian food system was rocked by a
couple of unexpected blows this past year. Last summer found our
country with it’s own case of BSE or ‘mad cow.’ The ‘outbreak’
fortunately was limited to one cow but it might as well have been
multiple cases given the severity of the resulting trade restrictions
that effectively cut off our beef from the rest of the world.
In February the flocks of a number of Fraser Valley poultry
producers were afflicted with a particularly virulent case of avian
influenza, igniting a flurry of activity as producers and government
officials scrambled to protect adjacent flocks and human
populations from infection. Again the fears of human infection
have not yet materialized. However, most, if not all of the 19
million birds residing in the Fraser Valley from Point Grey in the
west to Hope in the east, will be culled by the month’s end in an
effort to stop the spread of this disease.
While the mad cow situation did not seem to pose much of a
health risk—one case detected in thousands, or possibly tens of
thousands, of animals—the avian influenza situation is a bit more

250-537-9710 Fax: 537-1725
www.islandmarine.ca

DECK TOO HOT?
Turn hundreds of square feet of
outdoor space into the most
comfortable and most used
‘room’ in the house.
All it takes is 30 seconds or less
to roll out a beautiful retractable patio awning to shade
you from the sun or occasional shower.
Call today and have a vacation spot right in your own backyard!

PACIFIC ROLLSHUTTERS & AWNINGS
toll-free 1-800-563-5558 or in Victoria 361-4714
www.pacificrollshutters.com

STRIKE from page 1
that their mean-spirited legislation with no job security really
harms families and was simply unacceptable. After laying off
8,500 workers in the last two years, I’m not sure we can even trust
them anymore.

Destroying the Union
Because of these wage cuts, the Vancouver Island Health
Authority will be saving $19 million this year—two million more
than their projected $17 million budget cut back. But they still
plan to contract out our jobs. It just goes to show you that this
dispute is not about money—it’s about eliminating the gains
women have made in the workplace over the last 20 years and
destroying the union.
Iona Campagnola, Lt Governor of BC , who was just on Salt
Spring celebrating International Women’s Day with us, signed
Bill 37. She could have refused. She could have resigned in
protest but she held her nose and signed it. That was one of my
biggest disappointments of the week.

Working People Undermined

John Campbell
Gillian Campbell
Salt Spring Island

When you combine Bill 37 with Bill 29, passed in January 2002,
which eliminates job security and legalizes contracting-out, the
collective bargaining process that unions use to gain
improvements for working people have been completely
undermined. According to Simon Fraser University’s Marjorie
Griffin Cohen, a research associate for the Canadian Centre for
Policy Alternatives (CCPA), the negative impact of Bill 29 on
workers rights to collective bargain is unprecedented in the
history of Canadian labour law. Undermining the economic
security of a mainly female and visible minority workforce is not
something governments are likely to brag about. Yet that’s
exactly what the BC Liberal government’s actions have achieved
with Bill 29 and now Bill 37.

Pay Equity, Contracting Out
The HEU is the only health care union in Canada to have pay
equity—women get paid the same as men for the same job. If those
jobs are contracted out, wages drop to $9.25–$11 an hour. In an

troublesome. Particularly worrisome was the potential ability of
the virus to mutate and infect humans. Recent DNA analysis has
revealed that the virus in question, while extremely dangerous to
poultry, does not have the ability to change and infect humans.
Good news? Maybe. But it was close. In previous situations,
such as the BSE fiasco in England and the avian influenza
outbreak in Asia, they were not so lucky. Both diseases resulted in
significant numbers of human and animal infections and deaths.
We are seeing, with increasing frequency, disease-related
disruptions of our supposedly efficient and admittedly heavilyindustrialized commercial food and agriculture system—the
system that most of us are dependent on.
Increasingly, human health is an easy argument to make
against our ever-expanding industrialized commercial food and
agriculture system—particularly during a situation like this. A
more difficult question to ask and have answered is the economic
one. At the start of the avian influenza outbreak one of the affected
poultry producers was asked if the system of putting thousands of
birds together under one roof, each with less than one square foot
of floor space may have contributed to the rapid spread of the
disease. ‘Possibly,’ came the reply. ‘But unless folks want to pay $15
per pound for their [organic] chicken this is how they have to be
raised.’
The producer’s reply reveals an underlying assumption—an
assumption that many of us make when it comes to food
production. In order to keep filling our larders with affordable food
we must maintain our current intensive agricultural production
and processing system.
There are a number of inherent problems with this
assumption. While it may be true that these intensive systems
provide us with some of the cheapest food in the world, they also
are guilty of exposing us to greater health, environmental and
economic risks—risks that ultimately result in increased costs—
borne not directly by you or I when we buy chicken at our local
grocery but indirectly when we pay our taxes.
The increasing concentration of production (farms),
processing and distribution facilities in certain areas of our
province is also having an economic impact, particularly on the
hinterland. Here in BC the poultry industry has chosen to
concentrate its activities in the Fraser Valley resulting in significant
numbers of lost businesses—and jobs—from places like
FOOD SYSTEMS, please turn to page 6

April 21, 2004 press release on the subject of the privatization of
health care, the CCPA stated that these new rates are well below
even the lowest negotiated wage in the private hospitality sector.
And they are the lowest in Canada for hospital support work—26%
below the national average. Our new wages set the purchasing
power of health care workers back to what they were in 1968.

The Real Dirty Work
We had a lot of public support for our job action. But, as the week
wore on, Gordon Campbell and Colin Hansen’s inaccurate
statements about our wages and benefits such as holidays, made
it more difficulty to get our message out.
It was really a disgraceful display of misinformation by the
government and through all of this our own MLA Murray Coell
said nothing in our defense. That was the second biggest
disappointment of the week. Murray Coell knows how hard we
work and the job hazards. His profound lack of support has really
damaged worker morale in our facilities. The public and other
workers know how important our work is in the community, it’s
just our government that doesn’t get it.

What Was Said, Dispelling The Myths
• Gordon Campbell: No HEU members are involved in direct
patient care. HEU members include licensed practical nurses,
nurses aides in hospitals and personal care aides in seniors homes,
maintenance staff, clerical, lab technicians, laundry, cooks, dietary
aides and housekeepers.
• Colin Hansen: Thousands of elective surgeries were
cancelled. The employer and union representatives in every facility
in the province spent many days negotiating essential services. The
employer agreed in advance of the strike not to do surgeries. Lady
Minto did not cancel elective surgeries and our emergency room
was open 24 hours a day. Greenwoods maintained the Meals On
Wheels program throughout the job action.
• Colin Hansen: HEU members get between 9 and 16 weeks
holidays. HEU members with more than 29 years of service get
nine weeks holidays. The average is between four and six weeks.
Casuals get no sick pay or holiday time.
HEU, please turn to page 6

OCEANFRONT LOTS
PENDER ISLAND
SATURNA ISLAND

Complete Rainwater Harvesting Systems
Roof to Tap Design
• Polypropylene-lined
Steel Cisterns—
4,000–30,000 gallons

• Roof Washers
• Gravity Filters

Brian Harris - Dave Cochlan

Bob Burgess 250-246-2155

604-664-7630

www.rainwaterconnection.com

www.landquest.com

DESIGN • SALES • INSTALLATION
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Saturna Notes ~ John Wiznuk
riscilla is still away and the baby has
arrived! She writes, ‘Genni had, with
Dave’s unwavering support, a baby boy,
born Mother’s Day, May 9, Nicholas Jonathan
Stigant. Nicholas weighed 10lb 40z. Genni is
elated and tremendously relieved to have the
actual birth over, and the baby born. Dave is
exhausted and exhilarated. Grace, Nana (Dave’s
mother), and I, Gramma, are holding the fort:
feeding the fish, swinging on the park swings,
keeping all systems running.’ Congrats everyone!

P

Pearse Wedding
Shelley and Scott were married, in a beautiful
ceremony on the lawn of the Bistro at the
Saturna Vineyard. It was a family affair with
Scott and Shelley’s families coming to the Island
for the weekend and the extended family of
Island friends and neighbours invited too. They
prepared for 150 guests but estimate that nearly
200 came and nobody went hungry or thirsty.
Michael Vautour was the master of
ceremonies, master and commander as Shelley
called him, Dawn Wood performed the
wedding rites, Erin Lawson (Boser) was the
matron of honour, Kendal and Delaney Lawson
were the bridesmaids, and Rhianon Heard, the
flowergirl. On the male side: Dave Heard was
the best man, with Michell and Morgan Pearse
and Josh Heard making up the wedding party.
The bride and her attendants wore gold, the
men were in black tuxedos, very classy. Lynne
Piper deserves special recognition for sewing
the dresses for the three girls.
As to thanks—there are far too many to
thank properly. Shelley asked me to thank the
community at large for all their help and being
there at their special day. And she did want
Beth Jones to get mentioned for, as she put it,
‘working relentlessly for the whole week before
the wedding preparing food.’ Also their friend
Rob, who entertained the children for hours.
Good health and good fortune to Shelley and
Scott Pearse and their family.

Born To Be Wild!
On May 6 at 2:30 in the afternoon there was a
rush to the sea in Lyall Creek. 70,000 salmon
fry were released from the upstream hatchery
boxes that have been their homes for a couple
of months and in an hour made it to saltwater.
The Lyall Creek Salmon Enhancement
group, about 15 dedicated volunteers, have
made another year’s investment in the
revitalization of this salmon stream. Once again

salmon enhancement programs, like Saturna’s.
Darrell mentioned that one of the things
making a big difference this year is the new
culvert installed under East Point Road where
it crosses the creek. This major construction
project, an initiative of the salmon
enhancement group, was accomplished last
fall, as well as some restoration on the creek
bed itself, and follows the actual gradient of the
creek; removing an obstruction with which the
returning fish used to need help.
Chum salmon are what have been reared
and released but Coho fry were found in the
creek this year as well. Darrell suggests that
because of the ease of entry to the creek now, a
salmon run that nobody knew about occurred
last fall and now there is a new type of salmon
settling in. Congratulations to the big-hearted,
salmon shepherds of Saturna.

Fair Friday
Friday, May 7, saw the first Saturna Health,
Wellness and Safety Fair at the Community
Hall. The idea originated with Donna Curwen
our Island home care nurse. She also spent
three months co-ordinated the event—booking
exhibitors, setting dates, gathering volunteers
and raising funds. It was bootstrap funding;
$200 from the Saturna Health Committee,
$200 from the Saturna Lions Club, about $100
out of her own pocket, with door prizes and
donations in kind from local businesses.
The twenty-two exhibitors arrived on the
10am ferry, were shunted into reserved
parking, unloaded and set up by 11am. The
range of services was impressive; from those
available locally to those on Vancouver Island
and the mainland. Locally: emergency medical
and social services, victim services, Reiki to
mediation, and computer access to health care
information. From larger centers: St John
Ambulance, the Canadian Red Cross,
wheelchair scooters, Gulf Islands Women’s
Services and Transition House, Hospice and
long-term care and much more. There has
never been so much practical information, with
eager and knowledgeable presenters, available
in one place at one time on Saturna. Just over
100 residents took advantage of this
opportunity, a third of the population, on a
Friday afternoon when most people have many
things to do.
Many thanks are in order. The Saturna
Women’s Service Club provided lunch for the

Photo: Rick Tipple

New culvert under construction last fall.
I was off-Island working instead of being where
the action is but Darrell Jones was kind enough
to give me the lowdown on what happened.
A crowd of around 25 people showed up to
witness the event, along with the kids from the
school who had their own fry to send on their
way. The release was a little earlier than in
years past but concern for the falling water level
in the creek was the deciding factor for the
timing of the release. The eggs from which
these fish were raised are collected at
Goldstream Park, on Vancouver Island, where
another group of volunteers send them out to

exhibitors and did general kitchen duties,
Haggis Farm Bakery and Donna herself baked
many cookies, and volunteers came together to
take care of last minute details. Special thanks
to the community members who ran booths
and gave up at least a day to do it and even
more so to those who stayed to help with the
clean up. Winners of the door prizes were John
McMillan (dinner for two at Saturna Lodge),
Marlene Lewis (dinner for two at the
Lighthouse Pub) and Pender’s Shirley Nord
(gift basket). ✐

US presidential election could be
decided in Canada ~Susan Mullen
Like the election in 2000, the 2004 US Federal
election promises to be a very close race, and
voters in Canada could make a crucial
difference in the final outcome.
It’s estimated that up to 500,000 US
citizens live and work in Canada, with a
significant number residing in British
Columbia. US election law permits any
American citizen, living anywhere in the world,
to vote in his or her last state of residence by
absentee ballot, no matter how long they’ve
lived abroad or if they have dual citizenship.
If all eligible US citizens living in Canada
registered to vote, and cast a ballot in

November, they could easily decide the
outcome of the election.
Consider these facts about the 2000
election results: six states were decided by less
than 7,500 votes; five other States were decided
by less than 50,000 votes. If a majority of
Americans residing in Canada were to vote next
November, it would represent a larger turnout
than the combined votes cast in eight states and
the District of Columbia in 2000.
The Vancouver Island Chapter of
Democrats Abroad says that the group is happy
to provide voter information to any US citizen
regardless of party affiliation. ✐

PORT BROWNING MARINA, CAFE & PUB
S P R I N G H O U R S:
Café: Weekdays 7:30am–8pm daily
Early Bird Special $4.95 (7:30–9am)
Sat & Sun 8am–8pm
Pub: Open from noon daily
Liquor Store: Open from Noon–9pm daily

Live Music: May 28 & 29–Stretch • June 4 & 5–Roxxlyde
629-3493 • www.portbrowning.com • portbrowning@gulfislands.com

"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

De Courcy Island: 152 ft of oceanfront, all
season cottage, large deck with hot tub, 2
woodstoves, 4000w generator, deep well,
lovely oceanviews. $269,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront, cedar
cottage, 1+ acres, excellent beach, close to
town, very private retreat. $799,000

Salt Spring Island: One level home, 3 bed
/ 2 bath, wood floors, wood fireplace,
sunny large deck, patio, comm. water.
$350,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, 3+ acres,
renovated home, sep. guest cottage, sep.
studio, tennis court, Churchill area, comm.
water. $995,000

Saturna Island: Oceanview cottage, 1bed, 1
bath & loft, supersized garage, fenced
garden, garden shed, woodshed. Walk to
ferry ! Perfect summer / weekend retreat!
$209,000

Galiano Island: 10 treed acres, oceanview
potential, close to marine park & beach
access. $193,000

Valdes Island: 2.69 leasehold oceanfront
acres, commanding views of Georgia Strait.
$70,000

Li Read
Re/Max Realty of Salt Spring

Mayne Island: 0.29 acre lot, motivated
seller, excellent investment! $99,800
Galiano Island: 9.95 acres, some
oceanviews, old orchard, lovely land.
$207,800

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131
Fax: 250-537-4287
Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"

FUEL EFFICIENT COST EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

1-800-447-3247
604-273-8900

SEAPLANES
Leaves Vanc. Airport

7:30am
11:30am
4:30pm

Serving the Gulf Islands and Greater
Victoria for over 25 Years
Sales / Installations
Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street Victoria, BC
Phone: (250) 386-7643

www.seairseaplanes.com

8 Scheduled Flights Daily

des: Port Wash, Lyall, Miners

5:30pm

des: Ganges, Thetis, Montague

Leaves Gulf Islands

8:00am
12:00pm
5:00pm

dep: Port Wash, Lyall, Miners

FREQU
EN
FLYE T
DISCO R
UNTS

6:00pm

dep: Ganges, Thetis, Montague

FREE shuttle service to main terminal and bus exchange
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Crystal Gardens Unique Oasis
Ed’s Note: The following letter was sent to Friends of Crystal
Garden and sent to ‘Island Tides’ for publication.
Dear Editor:
The news reports about the change of use for The Crystal
Garden facility are very disturbing. The Crystal Garden is a
charming oasis in the otherwise busy and commercial heart of
Victoria. I am sure that the thousands of people who have
visited it would agree that that small nugget of tropical
vegetation is not only restful but educational and is an
important asset to the capital of our fair province. Moreover, the
dedicated people working at The Crystal Garden have done
significant and award-winning scientific work with endangered
species. I have used some of the wildlife found there as subject
matter for my own paintings.
However, I am not speaking on behalf of myself but on
behalf of the countless other people in the past and in the future,
from very young to very old, from the energetic tourist to the
confined disabled who have been intrigued, entertained and
restored within its walls. Nothing else you can replace The
Crystal Garden with in its present form would or could
accomplish all this.
Robert Bateman, Salt Spring Island

Restoration of all exterior and interior wood
surfaces: log homes, wood siding,
decks, shake and shingle roofs.
Rot replacement structural repairs.
Natural oil wood finish.
Enviro-friendly products.
Protect & enhance your most valuable assets.

Ph: 604.837.8866
Fax: 604.731.3523
roger@woodwizards.biz
http://www.woodwizards.biz

MARRIAGE COMMISSIONER
The British Columbia Vital Statistics Agency is looking
for an individual to serve as a Marriage Commissioner for
Mayne Island. The individual will perform civil marriages
within their community on behalf of the Agency.
For information and an application form please visit our
website at: www.vs.gov.bc.ca

No More Pristine Worlds
Dear Editor:
It is always a pleasure to read analysis by Patrick Brown. His
‘Dealing With Government’ series is very pertinent to the times
in which we live. For a long time it has been obvious to me that
capitalism is unsustainable. Any system whose sole raison d’etre
is to generate as much profit as possible for a few people
regardless of the consequences to the planet and its peoples has
a finite existence.
It will collapse as a result of the tremendous contradictions
which it can no longer balance. Unfortunately, this will mean
suffering for a great many people (even more than we now see)
who are experiencing the results of a degraded environment and
slavery. The powerful, developed capitalist countries have been
able to export the majority of suffering to poorer parts of the
world, but it is, after all, one world and suffering will also come
to the richest shores. There are no new, pristine worlds to exploit
now as there were in the 15th century.
Governments which could act as arbiters and mitigators to
the worst of the abuses have become captive to those forces with
the most money. The most powerful people in government are,
by class or by sympathy, part of the capitalist group which is the
most predacious. I’m sorry for the gloomy tone of this letter, but
a system which not only rewards the greediest but celebrates
greed itself, does not inspire optimism.
Wilma Riley, Pender Island

Conservation Gap In Land Use Bylaws
Dear Editor:
I am fully in favour of Bylaw 152, which will enable Hope Bay
commercial site to become viable and active once more,
following the fire five years ago that destroyed the old store and
wharf building.
I have lived in this area since 1970 and have followed with
interest the developments of this proposal, outlined with
transparency at several information meetings. Hope Bay Rising,
a group of 25 Island-based owners, are sensitive to Island
concerns and needs, and very environmentally conscious.
For nearly a year Hope Bay Rising has worked through
Islands Trust, APC, CRD, Health Department and Highways’
meetings and regulations and kept the public informed to
prepare its proposal for a Public Hearing. All this for a one acre
property which is already commercially zoned.
If there were any doubt in approving Land Use Bylaw 152
after such a fastidious process, there shouldn’t be, when a few
weeks ago, in the very same Hope Bay area 85 acres of clearcut
logging needed no studies, no permission, no controls, no Land
Use Bylaw regulation or control at all.
Conditional to final approval of Bylaw 152 several covenants
must be in place, one of which provides for the ‘preservation of
native trees and plant species.’ I expect Hope Bay Rising has
complied, otherwise the bylaw would be turned down. Yet
clearcut logging can be done on a large acreage or a small lot, by
a resident, or an off-island, globally-far-away investor, at
anytime, anywhere on our island—no permission, just a
chainsaw.
The incongruence is obvious and absurd—a mockery of the
Islands Trust Act.
Joyce Jones, Pender Island

Southern Gulf Herring Fishery—A Big
Mistake
Dear Editor:
The 2004 roe herring fishery, which took place for the first time
in the Southern Strait of Georgia, was carried on for an extensive
period on just-rebuilding stocks, as the now-depleted
Hornby/Denman migratory stock can no longer support a
fishery. A massive tonnage was taken out of this ecologically
high-profile (slated for marine protection!) area. The Gulf
Islands region is the site of the last remaining Salish herring
fishery—as can be expected when a culturally pre-emptive
fishery occurs—protests were intense.
Ottawa DFO managers who gave the final say for this fishery
to go ahead, showed how insensitive and uncaring the present
federal government is to Western concerns.
Aboriginal culture, the sport fishery, the dive fishery, and
especially the depleted stocks of rockfish, ling cod, and coho and
chinook salmon, as well as dozens of food-deprived seabird
populations, were all negatively affected by this fishery, and will
be for years to come. These largely separate, small unique stocks
of herring were clearly heavily impacted by a prolonged gillnet
fishery.
Most dissenting opinion on the roe herring fishery, including
from the Sierra Club, has been effectively muzzled by a DFO
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WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

funded ‘commercial fishery sponsorship at all costs’ policy.
A full investigation needs to be made of the amount of DFO
funding used to promote/protect eco-destructive commercial
fisheries. As well as the herring fishery, there is the example of
the DFO funded Pacific Fisheries Resource Conservation
Council lobbying last year to re-open the coho-destructive Juan
de Fuca seine fishery, shut down by David Anderson a decade
ago. This fishery, if held, will take many salmon now on the
endangered list.
David Ellis, The Fish For Life Foundation, Vancouver

Increase World Aid
Dear Editor:
The Prime Minister's new global health funding is great, but it
merely allocates funding already announced in the February
budget. What should not be forgotten is Bono’s most
significant request: that the prime minister increase Canada’s
aid to poor countries to the international target of 0.7% of GNP.
At the rate of increase proposed in Mr. Martin’s February
budget, Canada’s aid may indeed reach this target—in the year
2039. Mr. Martin is obviously a man accustomed to waiting to
get what he wants. But it is outrageous to expect the world’s poor
to wait 35 years for Canada to reach a modest target reached by
other leading nations years ago.
Blaise Salmon, Victoria

Keep Oil & Gas Moratorium
The following was a submission to the Public Review of BC
Offshore Oil and Gas made on May 14 by Andrew Lewis,
Deputy Leader of the Green Party of Canada and federal Green
Party candidate for Saanich-Gulf Islands and sent to Island
Tides for publication.
Dear Editor:
The question, ‘Should we lift the moratorium on BC offshore oil
and gas exploration?’ is a challenge to all Canadians. To
determine the answer, Canadians have to ask, ‘What is our
vision for Canada? How do we create more wealth and long
term, meaningful employment, while protecting our natural and
human capital?’
On employment—The oil and gas industry is notorious for
boom and bust cycles that depend upon short term, migrant
labour. Under trade laws such as NAFTA we cannot guarantee
local employment. The skills required for offshore development
will be met primarily by trans-national companies and workers,
with marginal local employment benefits.
Meanwhile, for every 100 oil and gas jobs, 500 would be
required if we invest in renewable energy development. For
example, wind power will offer 8,000 job years for installing
wind turbines in BC, over the next 50 years. That goes up to
50,000 job years if we build the turbines as well. Add tidal power
which could be commercially viable in Canada within 10 years,
plus conservation technologies, and we could have 100,000 job
years available in BC alone, that is sustainable for the long term.
On health—European research has determined that 70% of
cancers are caused by environmental contamination. The World
Health Organization predicts that cancer rates will rise 50% by
2020. Meanwhile, one oil rig emits the same quantity of air
pollution as 7,000 cars driving 80 kilometres per day. Over 50%
of the oil and gas that might be produced, will go to supporting
U.S over-consumption, leaving Canadian taxpayers with the
health care costs and the depreciation in quality of life.
On safety—The Queen Charlotte basin is in part of the most
earthquake prone region of Canada, with potential for
earthquake events to be over 9 on the Richter scale. It is also one
of the stormiest regions in the world, with the proposed drilling
region 20 to 50km offshore. In contrast, Hibernia is 200km
offshore. The east coast had 2,732 oil spills between 1988 and
1994. Worldwide, 351 spills were recorded in 1997. Accidents
will happen, and the local communities and environment will
pay. Twelve years after the Exon Valdez, the herring fishery has
still not recovered.
On ecology—Any accident, large or small, will impact the
coast, and the evidence is that spills will occur. The region is an
ecological hot spot. That means the diversity of life is unusually
abundant with several hundred species of fish, thousands of
species of invertebrates, 26 species of marine mammals, and a
myriad of seabirds. These waters are home to the largest species
of octopus, the fastest known growing plant, and the greatest
number of sea stars in the world. Conservationists agree that
during this period of stress on the environment, from climate
change, species extinction, and a ballooning human population
globally, ecological hot spots need to be protected. This will help
ensure all life systems have the capacity to manage change,
including humans. As Canadians, we need to accept our global
responsibility for protecting the integrity of the Pacific North
West for future generations.
On the Kyoto Protocol and beyond—BC is generating
greenhouse emissions four times faster than any other province,
even though Canada has signed the Kyoto Protocol and has an
international obligation to reduce greenhouse gases by 6% below
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Leo Lee, Mortgage Consultant
Serving Homebuyers and Investors,
Local & Non-resident

250-656-1334

Benefit from my 20+ years of expertise! Access to over 30 lenders
gives you plenty of choice and my services are FREE (oac).

Win! Win! Win!
You can also benefit a charity you support (& tax deductible too)

Check it out at my website today!
Ministry of Health Services
Knowledge Management & Technology Division

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

Tel: 514-9280 or 1-888-687-8088
email: leolee@invis.ca • web: www.LeoLee.ca
#505 - 771 Vernon Avenue, Victoria

‘What’s On?’
Thursday & Friday, May 20 & 21
Screenings of the multi-award winning documentary The
Corporation—Galiano Co-Director & Editor Jennifer Abbott in
attendance; starring 7 CEOs, 3 VPs, 2 whistleblowers, 1 broker, 1
spy and 1 really big mess, with Michael Moore, Noam Chomsky,
Naomi Klein and Milton Friedman as themselves • Galiano South
End Community Hall • 7 pm (doors 6:30pm) • Tickets at the door:
$10, students/unemployed $6 • Info: flyingeye@gulfislands.com •
ON GALIANO ISLAND

Sat, Sun & Mon, May 22, 23 & 24
Victoria Day Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy Saanich
Commonwealth Place's wavepool, waterslide, pirate ship, toddler
pool, swirlpool, family changerooms, steam, sauna, and length
swimming • SAT: 1–4pm, 6:30–8:30pm; SUN: 10–noon, 1–4pm,
6:30–8:30pm; MON: 10–noon, 1–4pm • 4636 Elk Lake Drive
(right off Pay Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • 24-hour Swim Infoline
250-727-7108 • IN VICTORIA

Wednesday, May 26
2nd Annual Wee Tipple Party:
An Evening of Scotch & Beer
Tasting—fundraiser for Crimson
Coast Dance Society’s free public
projects; enjoy Single Malt Scotch,
Longwood Brew, Jackson Triggs wine
samples, live music, auction, 50/50
draw and sumptuous appetizers by
Longwood Chefs • Longwood Brew
Pub (5575 Turner Road) • 5–7pm •
Tickets: $35.00/door or in advance at
Longwood Brew Pub or Crimson Coast • Info: 250-716-3230 or
dance@crimsoncoast.org • IN NANAIMO

Wednesday–Sunday, May 26-June 6
Spring Sharpening Event
on
Pender—bring
your
scissors, knives, garden tools,
etc. to Jurgen and Judith's
Tinkerers Sharpening Service;
third annual benefit for
‘Tinkerers Travel & Learn—
Timeless
Skills
Program’,
(Pender visit May 26 - June 6)• Driftwood Centre—look for the
vintage brown truck • Info: 250-539-2280, the Tinkerers' homebase on Mayne Island • ON PENDER ISLAND

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT
Only $26.75 With photo, just $32.10
LETTERS from previous page
1990 levels. Yet we do not have a national plan on achieving this
responsibility. How can we contemplate further oil and gas
development before we have a national energy plan in place?
We need to develop an energy plan for Canada that supports
a shift to a clean, safe and competitive energy system, rather
than continue subsidizing an unsustainable oil and gas industry.
We have the technology now to reduce our emissions 50% by
2030, and save industry and consumers $30 billion a year.
Supporting offshore oil and gas will undermine this opportunity
and set Canada back.
Respect for First Nations—The Green Party respects the
rights of 1st Nations to negotiate title to lands on a 'nation to
nation' basis. This Public Review has failed to acknowledge the
integrity and rightful status of First Nations in the region and
this process has not shown the respect deserved. Lifting the
moratorium cannot be considered until negotiations and claims
have been settled honourably.

In Summary
The Green Party of Canada is absolutely opposed to lifting the
moratorium on offshore oil and gas exploration because:
• it is a dead end for BC and Canada, with no long term jobs
and no real economic benefits,
• it is too risky to drill; earthquake zone and stormy seas,
• it serves US consumption without helping Canada,
• we risk missing the boat on real job creation: conservation
and renewables. This is the best location in Canada for wind and
tidal energy. Investing in community economic development for
rural BC will be set back by oil and gas development,
• we have an international responsibility on climate change;
we need to be innovative and reduce CO2,
• First Nations are not being consulted with the respect
owed—on a nation to nation basis.
Andrew Lewis, Salt Spring Island

Parking in the Park, News from
Cathedral Grove
Dear Editor:
The danger to Vancouver Island’s monumental Cathedral Grove
has been the most news-generating forest issue in the province
over the past six months. Over that time, people have been
quietly laying out an infrastructure to defend the forest. A core of
very determined and conscientious forest defenders have thus
far staved off the destruction of this forest.
The fight to protect the grove has been going on for decades.
Two years ago we fought and won against this same tired, old
parking lot scheme.

Richard J. Wey BCLS
Legal, Engineering and Topographical Surveys
Subdivision Planning
The Oakville Suite 106-9717 Third Street
Sidney, BC V8L 3A3

Telephone 250-656-5155 Fax: 250-656-5175

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.10

Wed, Thurs, Fri & Sat, May 26,
27, 28 & 29
CPAWS Speaker Series presents ’The Jade Coast’ with
Dr. Rob W. Butler—author explains how the lives of animals
and plants are closely tied in the web of life; combines ecology, art,
poetry and photography • GABRIOLA: Wed, May 26, 7:30pm,
Community Hall; PENDER: Thurs, May 27, 7pm, Public Library ;
MAYNE: Fri, May 28, 7:30pm, Ag Hall; SATURNA: Sat, May 29,
1pm, Community Hall; • Tickets: $5/door • Info: 604-685-7445
jstark@cpawsbc.org or www.cpawsbc.org/events • ON
GABRIOLA, PENDER, MAYNE & SATURNA ISLANDS

Thursday, May 27
An Evening with Robert
Bateman—world famous artist,
conservationist and author shares
his passion and extensive
knowledge about the environment
using travel and art slides; chance
to win a Robert Bateman print •
Parksville Community Centre • 7pm • Tickets: $20 at Mulberry
Bush Bookstores (Parksville and Qualicum Beach) • Info: Brenda
Paul, (250) 752-9171 or office@brantfestival.bc.ca • IN
PARKSVILLE

Saturday, June 5
Poco a Poco Services Society’s 3rd Annual Home and
Garden Experience—14 properties including 3 of last years
‘Communities in Bloom’ Competition winners, 6 homes, artisans
on each property, musicians in gardens, a goat dairy with petting
area, alpaca ranch, gardening book author’s garden; lunch at
Valhalla; blind auction • Qualicum Beach • 10am–4 pm • Tickets:
$20.00 at Mulberry Bush Bookstores in advance or at Valhalla
(Oceanside Hospice Society, 210 Crescent Rd W) on the day of the
event • IN QUALICUM BEACH
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Record dry April increases
fire danger on the coast
The BC Forest Service warns the public that lack of spring rain in
the coastal regions of British Columbia may lead to early
restrictions on open burning in the coming weeks.
Record low levels of precipitation in April, coupled with last
year’s drought conditions and increased seasonal fire activity, are
impacting fire danger levels for many areas.
Since April 1, 2004 there have been 71 incidents resulting in 23
wildfires actioned in the Coastal Fire Centre. Twenty-one of those
fires were caused by human activity. The public is reminded to use
extreme caution when managing outdoor fires.
The public is being encouraged to consider alternative options
to open burning and to FireSmart their home as the warm
weather continues. By making your home FireSmart you can
reduce wildfire hazards in your community.
To find out more about fire safety, burning restrictions, or to
review the Home Owners Fire Smart Manual visit
www.for.gov.bc.ca/protectwww.for.gov.bc.ca/protect. For those
areas governed by local municipal or regional by-laws, please
contact local authorities to determine current open burning
regulations.
If you see a wildfire report it by calling 1-800-663-5555 or
*5555 on most cellular networks. ✐

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…
We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.
Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

Saturday till Sunday,
June 12 to June 20

SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD

Intrepid Theatre presents the 7th
Uno
Festival
of
Solo
Performance—ten great one-person
shows from across the continent;
theatre, comedy, and dance, featuring
TJ Dawe, the solo-drag vaudeville
Girlesque, Does this Monologue Make
Me Look Fat? and more! • Belfry Arts
Centre • Tickets: 250-383-2663 • Info:
www.intrepidtheatre.com • IN
VICTORIA

The Liberal government has recently been seeking an
injunction to remove protesters who have been blocking
felling crews from cutting down the forest to clear for the
giant parking lot. The judge has said that she would decide in
‘weeks, not months’ as to whether the injunction would be
issued. That was 6 weeks ago, and still no decision. We are tired
of waiting around while the Liberals use injunctions to avoid
meaningful public discussion on controversial logging.
We cannot trust a government whose first attack on the BC
wilderness was to open up the trophy-killing of Grizzly bears,
which bait-kills Golden eagles, allows logging in Marbelled
murrelet and Spotted owl and Vancouver Island marmot
habitat, promotes massive feed-lot fish farming, allows
clearcutting of primeval forests, and is working to hand over
control of millions and millions of hectares of public forestland
to the exclusive control of giant logging corporations.
Protestors feel it is our duty to protect the Cathedral Grove
forest which, pitifully, at 156 hectares is the largest remaining
contiguous primeval refugia of Vancouver Island’s once
magnificent Douglas fir forest. Cutting on the windward side of
the grove by American-based Weyerhaeuser, the world’s largest
logging company, has already caused severe damage by opening
up large corridors that funnel the powerful Qualicum winds. The
windthrow swath continues ‘walking’ its way across the park.
I invite all of you to come out to the ‘Procyon Lotor’ base
camp and help to support our defence of the forest. Regular treeclimbing, platform-building and banner-making workshops
will be conducted. This is a very lean, efficient, unorganized,
grass-roots effort, and people are working to accomplish our
goal of protecting this forest, once and for all. People have been
incurring significant personal expense and donations are most
gratefully accepted. We need your help and support at the
‘cutting-edge,’ front-lines of Cathedral Grove. Please don’t
shuffle this issue off, and do what you can to help! Contact me at
ingkhai@uvic.ca.
Ingemar Lee, Cathedral Grove ✐

NOTICE OF ROAD CLOSURE
ON PENDER ISLAND
Clam Bay Farm, on North Pender Island, will be closing
Clam Bay Road on an intermittent basis, during May 22,
23 and 24. The purpose of the closure is to allow for
fence repairs on Clam Bay Road. Farm machinery will be
on the road from time to time. The closure will only affect
that portion of the road which is on Farm property, from
the driveway to the service entrance. People who wish
to use Clam Bay Road during the periods of closure may
still access the east end from Hope Bay, or the west end
from Port Washington Road.

250.539.2936

Salt Spring
Aquafarms
Fresh, Farm
Gate Sales on
Salt Spring!
Daily 10am – 5pm
Chinook Salmon
Crabs • Clams
Oysters • Mussels
Prawns (in season)

2 hour Aqua
Farm Tours
Daily 10am & 2pm
Sealife Touchtank

SHORELINE
DESIGN
specializing in
water access over
steep
& rugged
terrain

Adults–$10
Kids–Free
Reservations Not Needed

Just Drop By
107 Meyers (off Bulman)

Coming to
Your Dock!
MV Armada

Ship to Shore Sales!
Peter
Christenson

excellent
references

Noon–5pm
Poets Cove, S. Pender
Thurs, May 20 & 27
Otter Bay, N. Pender
Fri, May 21 & 28
Montague, Galiano

Sat/Sun, May 22/23 & 29/30

250-629-8386

Miners Bay, Mayne
Mon, May 24 & 31
Preorder Online/Phone
www.saltspringaquafarms.com

www.shorelinedesign.ca

250-537-7167
250-653-9900

Going Somewhere?
whittome’s travel
60 Station Street, Duncan

Clam Bay Farm
3202 Clam Bay Road
Pender Island V0N 2M1
250-629-6313

1-800-434-0566
travel.whittome@shawcable.com
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LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

STANDING SEAM METAL ROOFING
FOR WATER COLLECTION SYSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157

CELL 250-361-5028

FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 20 Years

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Davnor BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

CONCRETE & AGGREGATE DIVISION
Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on
• Homeowners • Farm
• Bed & Breakfasts

A2 - 9769 Fifth Street, Sidney
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
7178 W. Saanich Rd, Brentwood Bay
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
www.seafirstinsurance.com

autoplan

‘What is a
property worth
without water ?’

WATER WELLS • HYDROFRACTURING
Drilling the Islands since 
 
www drillwell com

This article was originally printed in Island Tides on July 3, 1997
at the height of the last tent caterpillar infestation and reprinted
at reader request. This year the Islands is in the midst of another
caterpillar plague but there is hope.
July 1997—Tent caterpillar season is about over for another year.
Most caterpillars have either died of disease or parasitoid attack,
or have lived to form yellow silk cocoons in which they pupate.
Usually the moths, which come out in July, go unnoticed, but they
will come to lights in the evening. Last year, in early July, the
Queen of Nanaimo carried hundreds of extra non-paying
passengers. The moths were attracted to her lights overnight in
Long Harbour and then took the morning trip to Tsawwassen!
The male moths are smaller than females and are a purplish
brown. Females are a yellowish brown with faint markings on the
wings. Moths emerge in the late afternoon and that night females
attract mates with a perfume. Usually shortly after mating each
female lays her eggs in a single batch on a twig where they will
spend the winter.
Although it seems like the tent caterpillars have been at
nuisance levels on the Gulf Islands forever, they in fact have
population cycles and in some years are quite rare. Records show
that on Southern Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands
populations have reached their highest densities in 1936, 1945,
1956, 1964, 1970, 1976, 1986, and 1997. They have been numerous
in the last four years but there are good indications that things
should get better over the next several years.
Tent caterpillars, like a number of other caterpillars that feed
on forest trees, have a viral disease that builds up with their
populations. In some parts of Pender and Galiano Islands this
disease was rampant this year.
The virus is totally specific to the tent caterpillars and is spread
among individuals by contamination of the leaves which occurs
when diseased caterpillars die. The virus is spread over the trees
with rain and the egg bands become contaminated. Next year
more caterpillars become infected when they hatch from the eggs.
STRIKE from page 2
• Gordon Campbell: HEU members are paid 40% more
than other hospital workers in Canada. We are paid $1 an hour
more than our Quebec counterparts and $1.50 an hour more
than Ontario. BC has the highest cost of living in Canada (other
than the territories) and pays HEU members comparable to
those doing similar work in the public sector.

Job Action Part of the Job

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C. V84 2A6

• Commercial

These Crawlies are Not So Creepy ~ Barbara Myers

SSI:   
drill@drillwell com

Some people think we didn’t gain anything by going on strike but
I know that we accomplished a great deal. We were able to
communicate our concerns about the privatization of our public
health care system and the problems other countries and
provinces are experiencing as a result of the contracting out of
hospital jobs. We pulled together as a cohesive team and ran a
non-confrontational, incident free job action.
Salt Spring members had a good rest on the picket line—all our
chronic aches and pains went away. Since we run all day at work
FOOD SYSTEMS from page 2
Vancouver Island. The resulting concentration of farm facilities
has now been acknowledged as the one of the key reasons for the
rapid spread of the disease.
The intensification of our agricultural systems be they poultry,
beef, dairy, fish, veggies, or cereals is fraught with challenges.
These systems are generally more susceptible to diseases due to
the often extreme concentrations and limited genetic make-up of
their associated crops or animals. In animal systems there are
problems with the accumulation and dispersal of wastes. With
crops there are soil fertility issues. All of these intensive systems
are more susceptible to acts of God, war or terrorism. All of these
challenges are dealt with against the backdrop of an increasingly
volatile world food market. As a consequence it is very difficult to
effectively manage these systems without compromising at some
point the health of the local environment, local communities or
the animals or crops themselves.
So what’s my beef (sorry couldn’t resist)? For starters I would
suggest that these situations—be it mad cow in Alberta, avian
influenza in BC, the Walkerton tragedy in Ontario (linked to the
pollution of the local aquifer by poor agricultural practices), or the
deadly SARs outbreak (blamed on poor animal health practices)—
suggest that there is something very wrong with current
agricultural practices, the consequences of which are being borne

Live Your Dream

CANAL BRIDGE REPAIRS, SPRING 2004
PENDER ISLANDS
The Ministry of Transportation and JJM Maintenance Ltd. have scheduled repair work
for Canal Bridge, which links North and South Pender Islands. This work will involve the
installation of 4 support piles and replacement of diagonal bracing members as part of
the ongoing maintenance work to keep the structure in good condition.
Work will begin on the structure on June 7, 2004 and will be complete by June 25. The
work will require periods when the bridge is closed to all vehicles, in accordance with the
following schedule:
Monday, June 7
Tuesday, June 8

- minor intermittent delays up to 20 minutes
- TOTAL CLOSURE 10:00am to 12 noon
- TOTAL CLOSURE 12:30pm to 2:30pm
June 9 to June 25 - weekdays only, minor intermittent delays up to 20 minutes
The timing of the work was chosen to best accommodate ferry schedules and to have
the least possible impact on the larger traffic volumes of summer.
Discussions and arrangements with emergency services have been made to ensure
appropriate levels of response and coverage are maintained during the repairs.
For more information on the project, please contact Brent Scott of MoT at
250-812-0786, or Mark Stevens of JJM at 250-478-7281.

THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE
CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

1.888.546.9663
www.linwoodhomes.com
NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE

– Over 100 full colour designs –

The presence of virus is a good sign that the end of the outbreak is
in sight. In addition there are wasps and flies which parasitize the
caterpillars and their numbers increase as well.
It appears that last year a number of moths flew across the
Straits from the Gulf Islands to the Mainland. Populations in
coastal areas near Ladner were still quite low last summer, but this
summer they jumped to outbreak levels. However, a sufficient
number of moths stayed behind to make this spring another
‘caterpillar spring’ on the Gulf Islands. While a nuisance at high
numbers, tent caterpillars cause little long term damage and even
defoliated trees come back into leaf as the summer progresses.
The best approach for protecting backyard apple trees is to cut
off the egg masses before the caterpillars hatch next April or to find
and remove the tents and caterpillars when they are still small,
shortly after the eggs hatch. Dipel, a bioinsecticide is effective on
tent caterpillars but it is best to spray early before the caterpillars
get too large. To be effective, the caterpillars must eat leaves which
have been sprayed and selectively spraying the leaves near tents is
a good way to save spray.
But now that the tent caterpillar season is ending you might
give some thought to the mysteries of nature which cause these
beasts to come and go every eight to eleven years. And when they
are not so overwhelmingly numerous next year, look at them as
individuals and admire their pretty colour pattern and their ability
to make a silk tent and their total protection from attack by birds.
You might even talk to them. Tent caterpillars are able to hear and
respond by shaking their heads. In Haida tradition the best
response comes from saying ‘Ha ha senoqua.’ I find that coughing
at them works as well. This ability to hear probably helps the
caterpillars deflect attacking parasites. They are pretty amazing
creatures. ✐
Dr Myers is Associate Dean of Science at the University of British
Columbia and teaches in the Department of Zoology and Plant
Science. ✐

and barely get a chance to talk to each other, it was really a good
experience to meet and mingle. We also met members of other
unions who came out and supported our job action.
And we had a lot of fun too. Because of the nature of our work,
we have quite a sense of humour that extended to our daily job
action. And the BC Nurses Union donated the best hamburgers.
We got discounts on food and supplies from local businesses and
donations from the ferry workers, the Salt Spring’s Coalition of
Concerned Citizens, and individuals.
Our manager at Greenwoods—who did the laundry and
mopped the floors while we were out on the picket lines—has a
much better idea of what we do on a daily basis. He has promised
to purchase another industrial size washing machine. We’ve been
asking for one for over three years, but would like some assurances
that the equipment is not handed over to a contractor in the event
that our jobs are contracted out to the private sector. ✐

by local and distant people and communities, their pocketbooks
and ultimately the environment.
In BC, and throughout much of North America and Europe we
have let the market dictate how and where much of our
agricultural production, processing and distribution facilities are
managed and located. As a consequence, we now enjoy a situation
where food is cheap and abundant but at what cost? As the avian
influenza situation suggests—much of our large agricultural
enterprises are entirely disconnected from reality and from the
environment. And as a consequence they pose an increasingly
unacceptable threat to local economic and human health and
wellbeing.
Unfortunately, the government and industry seem focused on
removing the influenza threat so that they can get back to the
business of producing cheap chickens and eggs. Sure this incident
will result in a number of changes to the management of the BC
poultry industry but I doubt that it will result in a critical review of
current poultry practices, a review that I believe, is sorely needed.
If we are really interested in creating and maintaining
agricultural systems that support the long-term health of local
communities and environments and their associated economies
we need to reconsider the manner in which they are designed
and managed. If we do it right we probably will end up paying
more at the till—or better yet more directly at the farm gate or
farmer’s market. If we did this—supported farms that really
work, that really were concerned with health, over time (and I’d
bet the farm on this) we, and more importantly, our children
would end up paying less. What’s more, we would also be
reducing the chances of an environmental or human health
disaster. And that’s got to be worth something. ✐

Parks Canada acquires Greenburn Lake
On various occasions, Pender residents have
suggested to Parks Canada that South Pender’s
Greenburn Lake should be purchased to become
part of the Gulf Islands
National Park Reserve.
Indeed, Parks Canada
identified this property
as a potential addition
several years ago.
On April 6, Parks
Canada made everyone
happy by purchasing
the Greenburn Lake
property.
Ron Hamilton, park
superintendent
commented,
‘Parks
Canada is pleased to be
finally adding this
ecologically significant
area to Gulf Islands
National Park Reserve.’
The 69 hectare (170.5 acres) property is
located off Gowlland Point Road, and forms a
depression with Greenburn Lake and its

associated wetlands at the lowest point with hills
rising to the north and south. Wetlands are of
particular conservation concern because they
cover so little land
area within the Gulf
Islands, and it is
thought that many
wetlands have been
lost over the past
150
years.
In
addition to the
valuable wetland
habitat, the property
is heavily forested
with young Douglas
fir
and
open
d e c i d u o u s
woodland areas.
An
on-Island
celebration for the
PHOTO: PARKS CANADA protection
of
Greenburn Lake, and
for the transfer of Mount Norman (also on South
Pender) from the Capital Regional District to the
national park, is being planned. ✐

TRIATHLON from page 1
narrowly beating out last year’s team winner
Keith Spoor of Victoria. Somehow, both winners
ended up with rather similar road (or trail) rash
encounters, but the details remain sketchy.
The Galiano Triathlon is about having fun
while being physically active, an event to raise
awareness and funds for the Galiano Fitness
Centre. Over 90 people took part in this year’s
event, individually or on one of 25 teams—
families competed, friends and work comrades
teamed up, people camped, and kids helped at
the finish line.
The youngest competitor was 9-year-old
Torin McIvor of Galiano who completed the
cycle route for his family’s team, while 76-yearold Bill McKeown of Aldergrove and Galiano was
the oldest competitor, finishing his first triathlon
in 2 hours and 53 minutes—not a bad feat for
someone who hadn’t ridden a bicycle in almost
60 years.
Simon Whitfield, Canada’s Olympic
champion in triathlon at the Y2K Sydney
Olympics, came over from Salt Spring Island for
a few hours and chatted, played with kids, signed
shirts, posed for photos, and started off the two
waves of competitors. A wonderful ambassador
for sport, Simon played with kids one minute
and chatted training strategy the next.
Highlights of this year’s event include not
only Simon’s appearance, but also: Galiano’s
Spanish longboat replica, with 8 oarspeople and
steered by 89-year-old coxswain John Liver,
under the watchful eye of bow lookout, 2-year-

old Emily Raynor; Hubertus Surm’s beautiful
wooden rowboat from Saturna Island; unicyclist
Willy Spat of Vancouver completing the rather
hilly cycle course in 62 minutes, setting a course
record on one wheel; and Mikael Nilssen’s
journey all the way from Siberia to participate.
The weather for the fourth year in a row was
absolutely beautiful—calm water, clear sky, rain
the day before, wind the day after. Notably
absent on the water were the Skua and Nadon
(Coast Guard and RCMP vessels), as their
services were required to help deal with the
tragedy of a small plane crash on Thetis Island
early Saturday morning.
However, a couple of local boats complete
with cheering sections did provide on-water
support, backed up by a Coast Guard Auxiliary
crew in their zodiac. Their rescue skills were kept
idle, as once again paddlers stayed upright and in
their boats. The only real obstacle for the kayak
portion was negotiating the rather long stretch of
shell-strewn mudflat (thanks to a very low tide)
en route to the transition area.
It wouldn’t be a triathlon without a great
barbeque at the end, which allowed competitors
a chance to replenish their stores while enjoying
the sunny afternoon at Montague Park. Thank
you to all the businesses for their donations,
everyone who helped, everyone who
participated, and everyone who wished they
could. We hope to see you next year. Results and
photos will be posted on the Galiano Triathlon
website, www.galianoisland.com/triathlon. ✐
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ISLANDS TRUST
BOARD OF VARIANCE APPOINTMENTS
Visit our website at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca

Email: information@islandstrust.bc.ca

The Islands Trust is inviting applications for three (3) positions on a new joint Board of
Variance for the Galiano, Mayne, North Pender, Saturna and South Pender Local
Trust Areas.
The Board of Variance has the authority to permit minor variances from, or exceptions
to, land use bylaw regulations in instances where it deems compliance with the bylaw
would entail undue hardship; and also to permit alterations or additions to nonconforming uses.
If you are interested in serving on the Board of Variance, please submit a written
expression of interest, specifying your background in any or all of the following areas:
• Previous experience as a member of a Board of Variance
• Experience on a local government council, board, local trust committee, commission
or other body
• Experience with other volunteer boards, commissions or committees
• Experience and credentials in a planning, design or related profession
• Experience and credentials in a building or design trade
• Educational background
• Length of residency in the local trust area
• Availability, and willingness to travel between local trust areas
• Any other related experience, education or comments
As the Board of Variance will be expected to hear appeals in each of the five local
trust areas, the Board members will be expected to travel between islands during
business hours. The positions are not paid, but all legitimate expenses will be
reimbursed. Over the past several years, an average of two to three appeals a year
have been heard by the Boards in the area that would be subject to the new joint
Board of Variance.
Please direct any questions, or send your expression of interest, listing your related
experience, by 4:30 p.m., Tuesday, June 15, 2004 to:
Kathy Jones
Deputy Secretary
Islands Trust,
Suite 200 - 1627 Fort Street
Victoria, B.C. V8R 1H8
Phone: (250) 405-5151
Fax: (250) 405-5155
Email: kjones@islandstrust.bc.ca

Bulletin Board

(PAID BY DEADLINE ONLY - VISA ACCEPTED) • Phone 250-629-3660, Fax 250-629-3838 • Email: islandtides@islandtides.com • Next DEADLINE: Noon, May 26, 2004
BULLETIN BOARD BOXED ADS – 1’, 2’ & 3’– $20 per inch+gst— multi-issue discounts BULLETIN BOARD WORD ADS - $17.12 for 25 words or less, 27¢ per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE
SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS
• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS
CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

TRANSMISSION SPECIAL!
✔Trans inspection
✔Cleanpan ✔adjust
bands
✔Replace pan gasket
✔Check modulator
✔Adjust throttle linkage
✔Fill with new trans. fluid

only

29.95
reg. $49.95
$

Filter extra if
required

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

Planning to buy a used
vehicle? Let us do the legwork.

* Affordable flat fee
* Customer shuttle from
Swartz Bay to Victoria
* 5 years serving Victoria
and Gulf Islands

Toll Free: 1-866-533-1898
www.autofinders.ca

250-598-1898

FOR RENT
Mayne Island—very clean, wellkept two bedroom & den (or three
bedroom) mobile home on 1/3
acre, near ocean at Bennett Bay.
With washer/dryer, fridge/stove
and microwave. Woodburning
fireplace
in
living
room.
$500/month. Utilities extra. Call
604-523-0713

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230

HOME, GARDEN & PROPERTY
ARMOUR
Luttmer
Woodworks
Kitchens
Wall units
Closet organizers
250-539-0466
www.luttmerworks.com

Southern Gulf
House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER: Ocean access 30 paces
from your front door! Modern 2
storey, 3 bedroom home, master
bedroom with ensuite, very large
kitchen, family room, 2 fireplaces,
all appliances, 8 person hot tub in
separate room attached to family
room, single car garage–$1450.
List your long term rental
property or vacation home with
us!
Licensed
Property
Management on the Gulf Islands
since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE •
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

ADVERTISE
WITH US!
250-629-3660

ROOFING
A Division of
Flynn Canada
• Torch-On
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Member: Better Business
Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca

Well Drillers
539-5252 or
250-478-6937

Trevor’s
Garden
Maintenance

PEST PROBLEMS!
Rodents, birds, moths
Specializing in

Carpenter Ants
CALL BC Certified

‘VERMINATORS’
604-692-0781
Special Group Rates for
Gulf Islands Residents

pruning • trimming
planting • bed work
seasonal cleanups

250-629-3380
on Pender Island

FOR SALE
SUPERB 1979 AUSTIN MINI
STATION WAGON
A genuine classic car with only
42,000 miles. Ideal for the Island
lifestyle. You can enjoy driving on
island roads while saving money on
ever more costly gasoline. The rear
seat folds down to carry shopping,
pets, etc. Could be a great
advertisement for a small business
as people always stop to admire it.
A bargain at $9995.
Email onecoolmini@yahoo.ca or
1 800 269 1188 (evenings).

200 WHITE VINYL
CASEMENT WINDOWS
SIZES: 38”X 34”TO 58”X 94”

$5

TO

$8 S.F.

DISCOUNTS FOR
MULTIPLE SALES.
CALL: 604.946.9747

GETAWAYS
MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

MARINE
ISLAND
MARINE
CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: imarinec@salt spring.com

www.islandmarine.ca


 Harbour Road
Sidney BC
Fax: 

Call Now
For Your
Haul Out
 &  Ton
TRAVEL LIFTS

ADVERTISE
WITH US!
250-629-3660

Golden Lion Tamarins—back from
the brink ~ Susan Creviston
ommy the Golden Lion Tamarin is one
of most ‘endangered’ residents at the
Crystal Garden Conservation Centre. He
is, in fact, the only one of his kind in western
Canada. His species is recovering from a close
call with extinction.
This striking little monkey, aptly named for
his vibrant color and mane, was born 12 years
ago at the world renowned Jersey Wildlife
Preservation Trust. A mate for Tommy had
been arranged from the
Smithsonian Institute
in Washington, DC, but
the Provincial Capital
Commission’s decision
to close the Crystal
Garden has put the
pairing on hold.
Tommy currently
shares his home with
‘Nutmeg’ a pygmy
marmoset that is
unable to reside with
the bigger marmoset
group. Nutmeg and
Tommy are often seen
grooming each other.
Tommy and the other small monkeys at the
Crystal Garden, including the pygmy
marmosets and the Cotton-top Tamarins,
enjoy a diet of fruit, flowers, crickets, and
mealworms. Staff offer the small monkeys
intriguing objects to stimulate their curiosity,
such as egg cartons filled with food favorites.
Tommy is a firm favorite with the animal
care staff. When he spots them from a distance,
he stands up very tall and makes chirping
sounds in recognition!
Forty years ago, Golden Lion Tamarins
were dangerously close to extinction. In the
1960s they numbered only 150 in the wild, but
cooperative, international efforts amongst zoos

T

allowed the breeding and reintroduction of
animals into the Brazilian rainforest. Over the
last 20 years, researchers have closely
monitored the progress of the Golden Lion
Tamarins and in 2001 they celebrated the
1000th birth in the wild.
This project would not have been possible if
it were not for the actions of the Brazilian
government, landowners, and conservation
groups. The rainforest where tamarins have
been released is now
fully occupied with
animals but the
relatively
small
population and area
could
still
be
devastated by natural
disasters, such as
hurricanes or forest
fires.
School children
touring the Crystal
Garden are excited to
learn that visitors,
young and old, right
here in Victoria have
contributed to the
Golden Lion Tamarin reintroduction project .
A specially designed ‘parking meter’ beside
Tommy’s home has collected in excess of
$8,000 over 3 years! This money has been sent
to aid in the research of Golden Lion tamarins
in the wild. This is one example through which
children are able to learn that small actions can
have a global benefit.
This is Island Tides’ second article featuring
endangered animals from the Crystal Garden
Conservation Centre.
For more information on the efforts to save
the conservation centre, slated to close soon,
go to www.savecrystalgarden.com. ✐

Raffle to benefit marine environment
Three prizes will be raffled by the Georgia Strait
Alliance this summer to raise funds for marine
conservation in southern BC waters. Seaward
Kayaks of Ladysmith donated a ‘Discovery
Aurora’ kayak (value: $2,825). The new
Brentwood Bay Lodge & Spa on the Saanich
Peninsula donated a 3-night Adventure
Package (value: $1,475). Victoria’s Dolphin
Spirit Jewellery donated a handcrafted silver

dolphin earring and pendant set (value: $152).
Raffle ticket sales kicked off the weekend of
May 15-16 at the Vancouver Island Paddlefest
in Ladysmith. Call 250-753-3459 for ticket
information. Only 2,500 tickets will be printed,
so tickets could sell out quickly. The draw will
be on September 14 at Seaward Kayaks.✐
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Ferry bike rack design contest
The Capital Bike and Walk Society of Victoria
and BC Ferries are inviting educational
institutions, bike enthusiasts, and the general
public to join their competition for the best
design idea for secure and space efficient bike
racks on ferries. Prizes include bikes, BC
Ferries passes, and bike tours.
Participants are invited to submit designs
suitable for a large, Spirit-class vessel and/or a
smaller, open deck, Bowen-class ferry. There

will be prizes for both designs. Evaluation
criteria will include the efficiency and costeffectiveness of the design, as well as security of
bicycles in the rack. The contest closes July 15,
2004.
Information on the bike-rack design contest
can be obtained on BC Ferries’ website at
www.bcferries.com or by calling BC Ferries’
Fleet Construction & Refit Department
250–978-1329.✐

Accommodation & Attractions
Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands

Your Guide
to Experiencing
British Columbia’s
Coastal Waters.

Canada’s
Friendly
B&Bs
www.bbvacation.com
CANADABC.com
canadacyberhighway.com

We welcome islanders and visitors to our wonderful coastal
playground. Take advantage of the local treasures by booking
Sound Passage Adventures for your next excursion. For more
information visit us at: www.soundpassageadventures.com

Water Taxi • Dive Shop • CYA Power & Sailing School
Fishing Charters • Eco Tours • Island Hopping
Winery Tours • Yacht Management

TEL:(250)629-2127

FAX:(250) 629-2128

P.O. Box 4, Pender Island, British Columbia, Canada V0N 2M0

CAMPGROUND

In the filtered sunlight of an
old forest  min walk via
Mouat Park trails to Ganges
or min drive
Visa Mastercard AmEx
 Rainbow Rd

Salt Spring Island

250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria

Close to beach, hospital
and university. Organic
breakfasts and private
bathrooms. $40-$60

250-598-7015
Page’s

ADVERTISE
WITH US!
250-629-3660

Weekdays

Weekends

Resort & Marina

Gabriola Island
250-247-8931

www.pagesresort.com

Moped Packages and
hourly/daily rentals
The Island's premiere resort hotel.

