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Trust Council on
Pender Island
The Islands Trust Council will hold its
next quarterly business meeting on
June 17-19 at the Pender Islands
Community Hall. The public meeting
starts Wednesday, June 17 at 1pm and
finishes by 11am on Friday, June 19.
As usual, Trust Council invites
members of the public to participate in a
town hall session—a regular forum to
promote informal dialogue between
Islanders and trustees—starting at
12:30pm on Thursday, June 18. Persons
or organizations wishing to reserve time
to make a formal presentation to the
Islands Trust Council at the beginning
of the town hall session must make an
appointment through the Executive
Committee (contact the Corporate
Secretary).
On Wednesday Trust Council will
hold a land use planning session.
Trustees will receive a presentation on
community land use planning, followed
by a review of work programs and
priorities with trustees and staff from
the Northern, Southern and Salt Spring
planning teams.
Thursday’s agenda will include: a
strategic planning session for Trust
Council’s current term; a riparian area
regulations update on a joint effort of
the Islands Trust and the Ministry of
Environment to fulfill the requirements
of the Riparian Area Regulation within
the Islands Trust Area; the delegations
and town hall session; an introduction
to the role of the Farm Industry Review
Board; information about the
partnership of local, state, federal and
tribal representatives who are working
TRUST COUNCIL, please turn to page 2
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A lone camper beats the rush at Salt Spring’s Ruckle Park.

Call for Citizens’ Assembly Bute Inlet power project to have federal
assessment
on climate policy
Canada’s Environment Minister Jim Prentice
The Agency will make funding available to
Voters Taking Action on Climate Change (VTACC) is
calling on the Liberals to take immediate steps to
convene a citizens’ assembly on climate policy. ‘If we’re
going to do our share to help cool the planet, we need
to turn down the heat in BC politics,’ said VTACC
spokesperson Kevin Washbrook.
‘We’ve just spent a month locked in rancorous
debate over the first small step forward—the carbon
tax—when we should have been discussing how we are
going to fundamentally transform our society to
reduce emissions and confront the climate crisis.’
VTACC is calling on the government to convene an
assembly modeled after the well-regarded Citizens'
Assembly on Electoral Reform. The group says a
representative selection of British Columbians should
be given a year to hold public hearings across the
province and call on testimony from a wide range of
experts, including climate scientists, energy
economists, fisheries and forests biologists, industry
representatives, and social justice and environmental
advocates. Any changes to climate policy—including
cuts to the carbon tax—should be put on hold until
after the citizens’ assembly presents its
recommendations.
ASSEMBLY, please turn to page 2

announced today that the proposed Bute Inlet
Hydroelectric Project located about 150km
north of Powell River in British Columbia will
undergo an environmental assessment by a
federal review panel. The Minister’s decision of
May 5, 2009, follows a request from the
Minister of Fisheries and Oceans under the
Canadian Environmental Assessment Act.
The federal terms of reference to establish
the review panel and the federal-provincial
guidelines for the preparation of the
environmental impact statement are being
issued. The documents were finalized following
recent consultations with First Nations and the
public.
The Panel’s terms of reference provide
information on the scope of the environmental
assessment, on the process for conducting the
review, as well as further details on the
timelines associated with the key steps of the
panel review.
The federal-provincial guidelines provide
direction to the proponent and identify the
information that will be required in the
environmental impact statement—the key
document which will outline the details of the
project, its anticipated effects on the
environment and the proposed measures to
reduce these environmental effects.
The federal environmental assessment
process will be coordinated to the extent
possible with the provincial process in order to
minimize duplication and increase efficiency
and effectiveness.

assist First Nations and the public to participate
in the environmental assessment process.
Availability of participant funding will be
announced in the coming weeks.
The Canadian Environmental Assessment
Agency administers the federal environmental
assessment process, which identifies the
environmental effects of proposed projects and
measures to address those effects, in support of
sustainable development.
Bute Hydro Inc is proposing to construct the
Bute Inlet Hydroelectric Project. The proposed
project would consist of 17 run-of-river
hydroelectric facilities in the vicinity of Bute
Inlet. Major components include 17 run-ofriver generating facilities, a substation near the
mouth of Southgate River, associated access
roads and ancillary works, 216km of 230kV
collector transmission line and 227km of
500kV trunk transmission line from the
proposed substation near the mouth of
Southgate River to the existing 500kV
substation at Malaspina.
Terms of reference, guidelines, and more
information are available on the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Registry Internet
site at www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca, reference number
09-03-44825.
To obtain information on the review
process, or to register as an interested party and
be kept informed of the developments of the
environmental review, call 1-866-582-1884 or
visit bute.review@ceaa-acee.gc.ca. 0

Entry fee freeze for national parks
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Erythronium (fawn lily) greets spring sun at Dionisio Point, Galiano
lsland (Valdes Island in the background).
is available at these

Parks Canada has announced a two-year price-freeze on entry to national parks and national
historic sites managed by Parks Canada. For individuals, the 2008 rates will stay in place until April
1, 2011. For the travel trade, the 2009 rates, now in effect, will be frozen until April 1, 2012.
‘We are helping to support time-honoured traditions such as the summer family camping trip
and the student backpacking adventure,’ said Honourable Jim Prentice, Canada’s Environment
Minister and Minister responsible for Parks Canada. ‘This important economic decision will help
make Canada’s best vacation destinations more affordable to Canadians, and will help make our
parks more attractive worldwide.’
A just launched advertising campaign will invite Canadians to discover—and rediscover—their
national parks and national historic sites, and encourage them to plan their vacations around the great
facilities, services and exciting activities awaiting them throughout the country,’ said the Minister.
In this region, this would apply to Pacific Rim National Park Reserve, Gulf Islands National Park
Reserve, Fort Rodd Hill and Fisgard Lighthouse National Historic Sites, Gulf of Georgia Cannery
National Historic Site and Fort Langley National Historic Site. 0

SERIOUS COFFEE

locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—Across from the Hospital

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

good reading, great coffee — it’s time to get SERIOUS!

Campbell River—Island Highway near Larwood Rd

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza
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Elizabeth Constance Harker
(nee Calloway)

Tips for an eco-friendly summer

C

anadians are taking to ‘One Million Acts of Green,’
already the CBC challenge has topped 1.6 million people
logging on to report their green moves. Here are a few
more acts to keep you green, or greener, this summer.

1. Walk or bike instead of driving
Most of us get in a car without much thought. Now that the
weather is pleasantly warm consider if you really need to drive as
you reach for those keys? Will walking or riding a bike get you
there? Not only will you save money, slow down, get fresh air,
exercise, and a different point of view, you’ll cut down on car
emissions.

2. Keeping cool without air
conditioning
If high temperatures arrive, people will be looking for relief from
the heat. If you use an air conditioner set it at a reasonable
temperature, no lower than to 24ºC. There are plenty of ways to
stay cool in the summer without an air conditioner, for example
open windows at night to let in cooler air, use a personal fan or

AT POINT ATKINSON
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19
TU

0052
0805
1400
1856

14.1
6.9
10.8
8.5

4.3
2.1
3.3
2.6

27
WE

0130
0553
1325
2108

11.5
13.8
0.7
15.7

3.5
4.2
0.2
4.8

20
WE

0123
0836
1511
2002

13.8
5.6
11.8
9.2

4.2
1.7
3.6
2.8

28
TH

0238
0651
1414
2154

11.2
13.1
1.6
15.7

3.4
4.0
0.5
4.8

21
TH

0153
0910
1609
2101
0224
0946
1702
2155

14.1
4.3
12.8
10.2
14.1
3.0
13.8
10.8

4.3
1.3
3.9
3.1
4.3
0.9
4.2
3.3

29
FR

0353
0759
1505
2238
0508
0924
1558
2320

10.5
12.1
3.0
15.7
9.2
11.2
4.6
15.4

3.2
3.7
0.9
4.8
2.8
3.4
1.4
4.7

23
SA

0258
1026
1752
2246

14.4
1.6
14.8
11.2

4.4
0.5
4.5
3.4

31
SU

0613
1107
1655
2358

7.9
10.5
6.2
15.1

2.4
3.2
1.9
4.6

24
SU

0335
1107
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2336
0416
1152
1931

14.4
0.7
15.1
11.5
14.4
0.3
15.4

4.4
0.2
4.6
3.5
4.4
0.1
4.7

1
MO

0708
1257
1800

6.6
10.8
7.9

2.0
3.3
2.4

2

0034
0754
1434
1913

14.8
4.9
11.8
9.5

4.5
1.5
3.6
2.9

0330
0502
1238
2020

11.8
14.4
0.3
15.7

3.6
4.4
0.1
4.8

3

0109
0836
1550
2027

14.4
3.9
12.8
10.5

4.4
1.2
3.9
3.2

22
FR

25
MO
26
TU

30
SA

TU

WE

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
Tide Table Courtesy of

AT FULFORD HARBOUR

MAY/JUNE

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

19
TU

0029
0743
1337
1804

10.2
5.2
7.2
6.2

3.1
1.6
2.2
1.9

27
WE

0103
0440
1239
2108

9.5
10.2
0.0
11.5

2.9
3.1
0.0
3.5

20
WE

0052
0806
1506
1906

10.2
3.9
8.2
7.2

3.1
1.2
2.5
2.2

28
TH

0225
0535
1330
2151

9.2
9.8
0.7
11.5

2.8
3.0
0.2
3.5

21
TH

0113
0832
1612
2004

10.2
3.0
8.9
7.9

3.1
0.9
2.7
2.4

29
FR

0348
0641
1420
2229

8.5
8.9
1.6
11.5

2.6
2.7
0.5
3.5

22
FR

0133
0903
1708
2059

10.2
1.6
9.8
8.5

3.1
0.5
3.0
2.6

30
SA

0502
0812
1511
2305

7.2
7.9
3.0
11.2

2.2
2.4
0.9
3.4

23
SA

0158
0939
1759
2153

10.5
0.7
10.5
9.2

3.2
0.2
3.2
2.8

31
SU

0601
1020
1605
2337

5.9
7.2
4.3
10.8

1.8
2.2
1.3
3.3

24
SU

0228
1019
1848
2249

10.5
0.0
10.8
9.5

3.2
0.0
3.3
2.9

1

0649
1237
1705

4.9
7.2
5.9

1.5
2.2
1.8

25
MO

0306
1103
1937
2351

10.8
-0.3
11.2
9.8

3.3
-0.1
3.4
3.0

TU

2

0005
0729
1432
1814

10.8
3.6
7.9
7.2

3.3
1.1
2.4
2.2

26
TU

0350
1150
2024

10.8
-0.3
11.5

3.3
-0.1
3.5

3

0030
0805
1554
1928

10.5
2.6
8.9
8.2

3.2
0.8
2.7
2.5

MI

WE

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
Tide Table Courtesy of

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker
250-537-9710

On Time & On Budget

3. Install a ceiling fan
A ceiling fan can reduce your household’s energy consumption
by decreasing the use of an air conditioner—they can cool your
house by a few degrees or more during summer months. Fans
cost much less than air conditioners to run. Bonus: Long after
the days of summer, ceiling fans still have a use — a ceiling fan in
the winter displaces hot air that rises with cooler air from the
room’s lower levels.

4. Air-dry clothes
It’s not just your washing machine that uses a lot of energy. Your
dryer is one of the biggest contributors to your monthly
electricity bill. Save money and reduce your carbon footprint by
letting clothes air-dry. Install a clothesline in your backyard, or
use collapsible clothes racks. The bonus is that there is nothing
like that fresh-air-dried fragrance.

5. Plant a tree

MAY/JUNE
Day

open doors in the daytime to create a cooling current of air
through your house. Turn off lamps and other electrical heat
sources, wear looser clothing, spend more time outside in the
shade and near vegetation during the day and the evening. Wear
a swimsuit and take a brief cold shower every couple of hours,
then allow yourself to air dry. If you live in a safe area, try
sleeping outside or on a porch—it’s delightful and much cooler.

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca

Planting a tree is an easy way to help the environment. They
absorb carbon dioxide from the environment and release
oxygen, which helps offset the damage done to the planet by
greenhouse gas emissions. In fact, just one tree produces more
than 100 kilograms of oxygen a year. Trees can help keep you
cool. An area with no trees can easily be 5ºC warmer than an area
with a lot of trees.
To add your green acts to the amazing total, visit
www.OneMillionActsofGreen.com and register your summer
acts. One Million Acts of Green is presented by the CBC-TV
program The Hour, in partnership with CBC and Cisco, with the
idea that many small acts can make a big difference. Cisco calls
this the Human Network Effect: a network of people with the
power to change the world in which we live and work. 0
ASSEMBLY from page 1
‘We have faith that, given time and resources, a citizens'
assembly on climate policy would come to terms with the
seriousness of the problem we face, confront the trade-offs
involved in moving forward, and generate a powerful mandate
for government action on global warming,’ said Washbrook. ‘The
time spent building public consensus now would be repaid later
by our ability to implement strong and effective policies without
endless partisan conflict.’
At a provincial-level climate policy debate held in Vancouver
on May 6, both Liberal environment minister Barry Penner and
NDP environment critic Shane Simpson initially suggested that
climate change is too complex an issue to hand over to the public,
while Green Party deputy leader Damian Kettlewell voiced his
support for an assembly.
‘The problem isn’t that the issue is too complex for the public,
the problem is that government doesn’t have the will to act,’
commented Washbrook. ‘The major parties are only willing to
offer small, incremental changes to reduce emissions, while they
continue to support heavily polluting projects like highway
expansion and oil and gas development. It’s clear that a bold
mandate for change is only going to come from an informed and
aware public.’
Comments from audience members at the May 6 meeting
indicated that the idea has support from the public, and in
response to a follow-up comment, Mr Simpson acknowledged
that a citizens’ assembly on climate policy might have merit as a
way forward.
At the policy debate VTACC director David Green
emphasized the need to take urgent action on global warming.
Green described a report from the New Economics Foundation
which argues that, without immediate and steep reductions in
emissions, we have only 91 months until global warming passes
a tipping point and becomes unstoppable. ‘91 months is less than
two terms of government in BC,’ said Green. ‘That makes it very
likely that one of the politicians in this room will still be
environment minister when we learn if BC has succeeded or
failed in doing its share to prevent a climate catastrophe.
The report from the New Economics Foundation can be
accessed at www.onehundredmonths.org. 0

Betty Harker died April 30, 2009, at Mount Edwards Court
Care Home, Victoria, BC. She was born on June 18, 1916 in
Vernon, BC. Betty was predeceased by her beloved husband
Douglas and by her sister Rosemary and brother-in-law Niel
Gow and nephew Michael.
She is survived and much loved by her step-daughters
Judith Brown, Jane Slater (and her husband Mark) and
Gillian Shirreff; grandchildren Diana Pratt-Johnson (and her
husband Brian), Ted Slater (and his wife Christine), Jennifer
Slater, Malcolm Brown (and his wife Lisa), Sarah Forward
(and her husband Barry) and Roger Brown (and his wife
Renate); and great-grandchildren Lewis, Lucia, James,
Sophie, Lucy, Asha, Meg and Heather.
A kind and caring person, Betty was always there for her
family and for her many friends. Betty and Douglas worked
together for many years at St George’s School in Vancouver.
They then retired to Pender Island where they spent 25 happy
years at Waterlea, bringing joy to others by hosting many
community events including Church Fairs, garden parties,
the Lions Club dog shows and most notoriously, the annual
‘Pender Bender’.
A celebration of Betty’s life will be held on Saturday, May
30, 2009 at noon in St Peter’s Anglican Church, 4703 Canal
Road, Pender Island. After the funeral service a reception will
be held in the Church Hall.
J.S. & J.B.

Former MLAs get $8.8
million in golden
handshakes
The Canadian Taxpayers Federation (CTF) has released its
calculations of the $7 million in retirement benefits and $1.8
million in severance payouts for MLAs who quit, retired or were
defeated in the May 12 election.
‘The return of gold-plated pensions and generous severance
perks gave golden handshakes to 19 MLAs, paid for by
taxpayers,’ said Maureen Bader, BC Director of the CTF. ‘This is
the same type of gold-plated pension scheme abolished 13 years
ago because—according to the recently re-elected premier—it
was too rich.’

Taxpayers Pay Double for Pensions
Over the past three years, all MLAs have contributed $2.9
million into the pension fund. Taxpayers will fund $7 million for
the ousted ten who are eligible for pension benefits. As a result,
taxpayers will cough up $2.4 for every $1 paid by MLAs. Nine
MLAs are not eligible for pension benefits because they did not
serve for the minimum six years or were past 70-years-of-age in
2007 when the new plan was implemented.
‘Taxpayers, many of whom do not even have an RRSP, let
alone a pension, are on the hook to fund big pension benefits for
politicians,’ said Bader. ‘Politicians have put their own interests
ahead of the people they purport to serve and will leave
taxpayers burdened under a legacy of higher taxes.’
The CTF’s calculations suggest that one former MLA,
Richard Neufeld, can expect to receive benefits in excess of $1
million to age 80, topping the pension bonanza list with
estimated benefits of $1.3 million.

Quitters Big Winners in Severance
Lottery
MLAs who decided not to run again and those defeated will
divvy up a total of $1.8 million in severance benefits.
‘Taxpayers who quit or are fired with cause from their jobs
are not eligible for severance, unlike MLAs,’ said Bader. ‘MLAs
have created a culture of entitlement for themselves that is
completely out-of-touch with the realities of taxpaying families.
This must change.’ 0
TRUST COUNCIL from page 1
together to protect natural areas in San Juan County,
Washington State.
Other highlights include a decision about the recipients of
Council’s annual Community Stewardship Awards and
consideration of a new approach to bylaw enforcement.
On Wednesday afternoon and Thursday morning, the Trust
Council meeting will be closed to the public under Section 90 of
the Community Charter. The closed meeting portions will
include a session with the Chief Administrative Officer, an
update on current litigation, a legal session and a report from the
Trust Fund Board’s Long Term Funding Committee. 0

Call Us Toll Free For Quotes On
• Homeowners
• Commercial

• Farm
• Bed & Breakfasts

SALT SPRING ISLAND:
Mike Garside • 250-537-5527
1103–115 Fulford-Ganges Road

• Whole-house Treatment
• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

SIDNEY:
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
A2–9769 Fifth Street

BRENTWOOD BAY:
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
7178 W. Saanich Rd

REMOVE:

OAK BAY:
Gary Law • 250-592-5544
112-2187 Oak Bay Avenue

SAANICHTON:
DAN OLIVE • 1-877-633-0877
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd., 2-7855 East Saanich Road

www.seafirstinsurance.com

GULF ISLANDS WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water

autoplan

Iron / Odour / Bacteria /
Hardness / Arsenic
250-412-1110 • 604- 630-1114 • 524 William Street, Victoria
250-339-6914 Comox Valley

www.watertiger.net
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STV referendum defeated—why? ~ Patrick Brown
Only 38.82% of British Columbians who completed referendum
ballots said ‘yes’ to the Single Transferable Vote electoral reform
proposal. This contrasted with the 58% who supported the
option in a referendum at the time of the 2005 provincial
election.
The framers of the referendum had set a high bar for
adoption: 60% of those voting province-wide and at least 50% in
51 of the 85 ridings. In 2005, the proposal nearly received
approval; in 2009 it wasn’t even close.
Only 7 ridings reached the 50% approval level, and these were
all city ridings—five in Vancouver (Fairview, Hastings, Mount
Pleasant, Point Grey, and West End), and two in Victoria
(Beacon Hill and Swan Lake). Aside from the Victoria ridings, no
other Island ridings met the approval threshold; the fifteen
Island ridings (including Powell River–Sunshine Coast)
averaged 45.6%. This was a significantly higher percentage than
the province as a whole, but not enough.
The overall provincial turnout was only 48% of eligible voters
(see also editorial) and of those who voted in the election, some
40,000 did not vote on the referendum.
So what happened? Both sides of the STV issue had campaign
funding to ensure that the pros and cons of the STV system, as
proposed by the Citizens’ Assembly in 2004, were thoroughly
aired. The pros pointed to greater choice for voters, probable
better representation for minor parties (such as the Greens), and
less control by the party organizations. In a word, more
democracy. The cons pointed to the complexity of the counting
system, and the possibility that elected members, being elected
from a wider area, would have less communication with their
constituents.

STV Innovations
The STV proposal included two distinct innovations: preferential
voting, and the combining of BC’s 85 electoral areas into 20
electoral districts. Preferential votes introduced the concept of
transferring to other candidate ‘surplus’ votes from candidates
who had reached the threshold for election. Or, if there were no
‘surplus’ votes, transferring votes from the lowest ranked
(unelectable) candidates.

STV History
BC has had STV before, in the 1950 and 1953 elections which
gave power to WAC Bennett’s nascent Social Credit Party, but
the system used then had individual ballots for each MLA
position, and no riding had more than three MLAs. It also did
not use the concept of votes ‘surplus’ to the previously elected,
but only transferred the votes of the lowest ranked candidates.
Renamed the Alternate Transferable Vote (ATV), to avoid
confusion, it was one of the reformed voting system options
considered by the Citizens’ Assembly.
At the time of the 2005 referendum campaign, the concepts
of transferring ‘surplus’ votes, and of multi-member ridings,
were talked about. However, it was not until the subsequent
second report of the Electoral Boundaries Commission that the
exact number and size of twenty super-ridings (electoral
districts) became apparent. For example, the Southern Gulf
Islands, part of the current North Saanich and the Islands
electoral area, was included in the Capital Region Electoral
District and had seven MLAs to elect.
To those concerned that Gulf Island rural votes would be
buried in Victoria city votes, STV proponents responded that the

Stay safe on the water this
summer

lower threshold for election (12.5% of the total vote) would allow
minority representatives to be elected.

TrySTV.ca
The actual voting and counting process was well illustrated on
the TrySTV.ca website, which set out ballots and counted votes
as if the twenty proposed STV electoral areas were in effect.
Using this election’s candidates but STV electoral areas, visitors
were invited to vote, and then look at the results and follow the
counting procedure for their electoral area. The ballot for the
Victoria Region Electoral District listed 24 candidates (all those
nominated in the region for the 2009 election).
Of course, a person could vote as many times as they wished,
so the results were by no means a poll. The results, for what they
are worth, showed that Two BCLiberals (Chong, Coell), three
NDP (Fleming, Horgan, James), and two Greens (Saab, Sterk)
would be elected; this only illustrates that it would be possible for
a multi-member riding to elect MLAs from different parties.

Nobody wants to imagine that venturing out on a pleasure craft,
or getting family and friends together on a boat, can turn deadly
in an instant. But according to the BC Coroners Service, nearly
20 people lose their lives in boating incidents every year.
Although, Victoria Day long weekend was the kick-off of Safe
Boating Awareness Week, all summer is the time to remember
the simple precautions that prevent accidents and fatalities on
the water.
Always wear your lifejacket or personal flotation device when
on the water. It could save your life. The rules require an
approved lifejacket of appropriate size for each person on board.
Wear it! It’s an obvious safety measure that is often overlooked.
In 90% of boating fatalities the victim was not wearing a
lifejacket. If everyone wore a lifejacket, we could reduce boating
fatalities by approximately 50%. Lifejackets have come a long
way in recent years—no more bulky, orange ‘life preservers’.
Today’s lifejackets are comfortable, slim-fitting and stylish.
Be prepared. Anything can happen on the water and there
might not be anyone around to bail you out. Inspect all your
equipment before departure; check the weather forecast; leave a
trip plan with a responsible person; carry your marine charts;
and ensure you have the minimum gear required for your vessel
size. Most boats need a floating heaving line, flares and/or a
flashlight, a manual bilge pump or bailer, navigation lights,
paddles, an anchor, a fire extinguisher, a whistle or horn and
lifejackets.
Get your Pleasure Craft Operator Card. By September 15,
2009, every powerboat operator must carry proof of competency
(it is already required for people born after April 1, 1983, or who
operate a vessel less than 4 metres (13.2 feet) in length). The best
way to get your proof of competency is to take a safe boating
course.
Following these simple safety measures will ensure that the
thousands of British Columbians who head out this boating
season in canoes and kayaks, sailboards and sailboats, fishing
boats, personal watercraft, power boats and cruisers are wellequipped for a safe day on the water.
For more information on boating safety courses, contact an
accredited course provider or visit www.boatingsafety.tc.ca. For
a free copy of the Safe Boating Guide visit:
www.boatingsafety.gc.ca. 0

Speculation
Remarks from people who had voted against STV leant heavily
on the complication of the counting system, and indeed STV’s
opponents had emphasized that one’s individual vote, if
transferred, would be multiplied by a fraction which depended
on how many ‘surplus’ votes there were. There’s no doubt that
this would require computers, and many felt that the counting
was far from transparent, and was much more complicated than
the counting in 1950 and 1953, which was of course done entirely
by hand.
However, difficulties in understanding the counting system
probably translated into suspicion (which applies to anything
odd about voting, since the George Bush elections), which in turn
became opposition.

The Effect of Elections
But the real reason for the 2009 referendum defeat may well lie
in the results of the 2001 and 2005 provincial elections. In 2001,
a 57.6% majority for the BCLiberals translated into a 77-2
majority in the Legislature, and indeed this was one of the ‘bad
examples’ of First-Past-the Post (FPTP) voting which led to a
public demand for electoral reform. In the 2005 referendum,
then, both the Greens and the NDP voters might be expected to
support a system which promised to yield a more proportional
result.
As it turned out, the 2005 election (under FPTP) did produce
a more proportional result for the NDP, but not for the Greens.
So maybe NDP voters did not feel the same need for electoral
reform in 2009. And the Liberals voters wouldn’t see the need
either.
To illustrate this point, let’s go back to WAC Bennett. The
Socreds achieved a minority government in 1950, and a majority
in 1953. Then they scrapped STV and went back to FPTP. They
were in power for years.

"From the first Blue Sky
Architecture have been
regionalists in the best
sense of the term. They
have been deeply involved
with the ecology and
topography of southern
British Columbia and its
wonderful interweave of sea,
forest, and rock ."

Choices
There is some irony in using what was essentially an FPTP-type
vote (either for or against STV) to decide on whether to adopt STV.
There could have been more options offered; in particular, the
concept of large multi-member ridings might have deserved a
separate vote. There’s still a demand for electoral reform; this defeat
of one specific system should not be allowed to set it back. 0
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Patrick Brown
Yes, the makeup of the legislature will look remarkably similar to
what it was before the election. Yes, Gordon Campbell will once
again be premier. Yes, you could call it a mandate, a signal of
public approval.
But voter participation was the lowest ever; and the
BCLiberal share of the vote did not increase over the 2005
election. A lukewarm endorsement at best.
And, on returning to Victoria, the government will find that
none of the many problems and issues that it faced before the
election have gone away. In fact, the election may have
highlighted just how intractable they are.
Island Tides applaud the government’s affirmation of its
openness to new ideas. We’re happy to take up the invitation;
what follows is first a list of general principles that this mature
third-term government should consider. The second is a list of
key issues and how they might be addressed.

Governing Principles
1) The role of the government: A successful government
process is characterized by thoroughness, responsibility,
fairness, justice, transparency, and, above all, integrity. Its
success is measured as much by its style as by its
accomplishments.
2) The natural resources and environment of the province,
and the corporate assets of the government, are not the property
of the government to sell, rent, destroy or dispose of in any way
that government pleases. They are, instead, to be held by the
government in trust for the citizens of the province, of Canada,
and of the world, and for generations to come.

3) The Premier is not the Chief Executive Officer of the
Province, nor is he the decisionmaker. Rather, he carries the
responsibility of managing the process of government. The
process is one which having taken all factors and all interests
into account, arrives at decisions by consensus and
reconciliation.
4) The Ministers of the government, and the Cabinet,
should prefer transparency to secrecy, and public information
and debate to cabinet solidarity.
5) The separation of government and the private sector:
government is not a business, and the business of business is not
government. The objective of any business enterprise is to make
as much profit as it can within its chosen lifecycle. The objectives
of government are the health and happiness of its citizens and of
humanity in general, now and in the future.
6) The government’s ability to carry out its responsibilities
in the future (eg pensions) must not be endangered though
involvement in private sector investments.
7) Private enterprise must not be allowed to profit from the
use of the taxation or monopoly powers of the government.
8) The necessity of planning: It is not sufficient to govern on
a case-by-case basis, or only in response to specific proposals. It
is necessary to develop and follow specific plans for land use,
energy, government finance, transportation, housing, and
industries. Government policies should flow from these plans,
which provide vision, predictability, and confirm government
leadership.
NEW ROAD, please turn to page 11
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Footprints
Dear Editor:
As usual Patrick Brown puts together an informative and
thought provoking essay. He is one of the true assets of our
community.
He did push a button of mine though in his analysis of
footprints where he lists ‘The ‘visual’ footprint’ as the first type
of footprint. I note that visual is in quotes but that diminishes the
other sensory inputs besides visual. The smell of the Croften pulp
mill and the noise of heavy machinery, trucks and cars also have
a huge impact on communities and often times more so as there
is less of a boundary for them. Personally, I find quiet as one of
the most endangered of the senses as I have even been in a
wilderness area enjoying the total quiet when a jet flies over
reminding me civilization is not that far away.
So I humbly submit that he change ‘visual’ to ‘sensory’ as the
first type of footprint.
Mark Lucich, Salt Spring Island

Elections And Thinking Outside The
Box
Dear Editor:
I have given up on ‘strategic voting’. I found myself walking away
from the polling place with a bad taste in my mouth. It was not
from licking the little pencil.
We are now co-opting our system to where you are now
encouraged to vote for someone you don’t want, in order to avoid
someone else you don’t want. It is getting really twisted.
Our system only allows us to vote for someone. We need
some more boxes on the ballot. There should be two boxes next
to each candidate. One for ‘Yes’. That is for voting for a candidate
that you really want in. The box beside it is ‘No’. An ‘X’ would
indicate that you are willing to accept any of the others on the
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Editorial: None of the above…won the election
Half of registered voters stayed away from the polls, roughly
equal to the number who voted for both the BCLiberals and the
NDP combined. Another 200,000 eligible voters failed to
register, so only 48% of those eligible actually voted. (In 2005,
the turnout was 58%; in 2001, 55%; in 1983, 70%.)
Gordon Campbell’s BCLiberals will return as government, of
course. The Liberal Party’s percentage of the voters who did
make the effort was 46%, about the same as in 2005; the NDP
polled 42%; add to that the 8% Green Party vote and the
remaining 4% were accounted for by the newly revived
Conservative Party, and various independents and ‘others’.
So, of British Columbians eligible to vote, 52% did not bother,
22% voted for the BCLiberals, 20% voted for the NDP, and 4%
voted for the Green Party. Not a very impressive display of
democracy.
At press time, it appears that the Liberals elected 49 MLAs
and the NDP 36, to the enlarged 85-seat provincial legislature.
But two of these seats (one from each party) have winning
margins under 100, making them automatically eligible for
recounts. A small number of absentee ballots also remain to be
counted. Final results will be announced on May 25.
But Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands, however, showed,
once again, a very different picture, electing an overwhelming
NDP majority. On the Islands, the score was NDP 10, BCLiberals
4. And the Powell River–Sunshine Coast seat, which also has
Islands in it, voted NDP as well. Our Islands could be a different
nation.

Narrow Escapes
Two of the Islands’ BCLiberal cabinet ministers had narrow
escapes. Ida Chong, in Oak Bay-Gordon Head, bested her NDP
rival, Jessica Van der Veen, by only 530 votes. And Murray Coell,
in Saanich North and the Islands, came out ahead of Salt Spring
Island’s Gary Holman by a mere 395 votes; Holman, running for
the NDP, had been ahead for much of the evening’s count. In
Parksville-Qualicum, recent cabinet recruit Ron Cantelon had an
easy victory over his NDP rival, Leanne Salter. Cantelon was the
only one of the three to achieve over 50% of the vote; both Chong
and Coell failed to attract more votes than the combined
opposition of NDP and Greens.
In fact, had the NDP and Green vote actually been combined
across the province, the BCLiberals might well have come out of

the election as the official opposition! (All figures from the official
preliminary count.)

Close, But Definitely No Cigar
So, counting those who actually voted, it was close. But ‘None of
the Above’ actually won hands down. Why? Of course nobody
actually knows, but we are all entitled to speculate. In some
ridings, potential voters were fully entitled to feel that their vote
would make no difference to the result: in West VancouverCapilano, the Liberal Candidate garnered two-thirds of the votes
counted, but turnout was a miserable 43%. The lowest turnout
was in Richmond Centre, with 36.8%.
In contrast, Saanich North and the Islands turned out a
respectable 63.3%, Oak Bay-Gordon Head was close behind with
63.2%, and Parksville-Qualicum scored 63.9%. Five of the top
ten ridings for voter participation were on Vancouver Island.
Interestingly, one of the highest advance polls was in Saanich
North and the Islands, where many Gulf Islanders had to travel
to Sidney to register an advance ballot.
Clearly one cure for low turnout is having a BCLiberal cabinet
minister running in the electoral area. This is, of course, proven
by Delta South, which had the highest turnout in the province at
66.8%, and where, after the preliminary count, Attorney General
Wally Oppal had a precarious two vote lead over Independent
Vicki Huntington.

Disappointing Choices?
If these exceptions prove the rule, the remainder of the province
must have had some other reason for not turning out to the polls.
They were, with a few exceptions, offered three choices; it seems
possible that none of these choices really seemed worth voting
for.
After all, many voters, according to some polls, felt that the
BCLiberals, while claiming sound management of the economy,
had a leader who could not be trusted; the New Democrats were
said by the BCLiberals to have a doubtful economic record; and
the Green Party had almost no chance of electing anyone. A
disappointing menu, perhaps; better to stay home than to be
forced into an unappetizing choice.
So, an election result shaped by votes against, rather than
votes for; by fear and uncertainty rather than hope and vision.
Hardly a mandate. Most unsatisfactory. 0

Readers’ Letters
ballot but ‘not this one’ which would negates one of his/her other
‘Yes’ votes. We should not be forced to choose the ‘least worst’ to
avoid the ‘most worst’.
There needs also to be a another circle at the bottom of the
ballot. This one is for ‘None of The Above’. If ‘None of The Above’
actually wins the riding it should automatically trigger a byelection. The by-election should take place within a very short
time, two weeks or a month and none of the candidates who
appeared on the first ballot are allowed to run.
None of this is likely to happen. It would allow the voters too
much choice in who their representatives are or are not.
That brings up another matter. At what point in time did our
‘elected representatives’ become our ‘rulers’. We really don’t
need to give someone else our vote. On anything. Modern
technology can allow us to make our own choice on every
question confronted by any governing body. There is no reason
that any concerned voter could not log on to a website and vote
on the issues of the day in real time. Well, actually there is one
reason. We would no longer need politicians.
So how would this work you might ask. Here is one
possibility. If an individual or group feels that they have the Big
Idea as to how this country should be run, they sit down and
draw up a plan. A comprehensive plan. Not a bunch of election
promises but a step-by-step plan as to how they would have
things be for the next four years. Others do the same. These plans
are published well in advance of an election.
Then we have an election. We choose which plan we want as
our guideline and that person or group gets the nod. So far it
sounds much like the existing system but here is the difference.
The election winner is then hired to implement his plan. The
winning plan is incorporated into law. It can not be changed. No
more broken election promises. If it turns out that some part of
the plan must be changed for whatever reason the
administration can not change it without voter permission.
In this age of instant communication we can, as individuals,
vote on any little matter that requires change to the plan. We can
vote on any appointees. We can vote on tax changes. We can vote
on how our tax money is being spent. We can decide if our
country is going to war or if we get new streetlights. Any of the
decisions that are currently being made by those who we control
only with the threat of losing their job in four years can be made
by each and any concerned voter.
A voters card in our wallets will allow us to exercise true
democracy—on a daily basis. It is no harder than checking your
bank balance online and is probably more secure than a credit
card purchase from Ebay. We can vote from home, from a public
access center, a library or from a Blackberry. Any place with
internet access. Anyone who is concerned can be involved and
those who can’t be bothered can simply ignore the process. As
they do now.
The administrator of the current plan is our elected head of
state. He can wear black tie and glad-hand visiting fireman. Pay
him well. He will only be around until his plan is complete or he
blows it. Did I mention that unauthorized deviation from a plan
once it is in law is grounds for instant dismissal. Each and every
time a voter logs on to the issues of the day he sees a box marked
‘No Confidence’. If a majority of the concerned click that box the
administration of the day is gone. Finito. Sayonara. The voters
can decide to hire a new administrator to complete the plan or
start fresh.
I was asked yesterday about how local issues would be

handled. Specifically, how would we deal with government
subsidies to keep ferry prices down? They said that if it came to
a vote those who do not use ferries would vote them down. There
are two answers. First, what does it say in the plan? If we elected
someone in this province they should have put a lot of thought
into the ferry situation and their solutions have already been
accepted and are in law. Second, this is a democracy. As much as
it might upset our little world—majority rules.
Something along these lines is currently impossible.
Politicians play politics. They do not make plans much beyond
getting elected and once elected it is a few years of anything goes
until the next election looms. Then it’s back to the little blue
books and the little red books of election promises in a desperate
attempt to get in that all important second election victory that
secures the retirement plans.
If I sound a bit upset with the status quo it is because I am.
Most people should be. I am fed up with politicians who, when
questioned after an election, say with a laugh ‘You didn’t believe
that did you. It was only an election promise.’ I am fed up with
self-awarded retroactive pay raises. I want to see the electorate
have more than a token opportunity once every three or four
years to choose between being held in contempt or flat-out
ignored.
I will never again vote for least worst. Now, where did I put
that mouthwash?
Don Bradley, Hornby Island

Green Party and BC Politics
Dear Editor:
It is time for the Green Party to gracefully step out of the electoral
arena in BC.
Politics is the art of the possible. Elections are about selecting
someone who will, over the coming four years, either serve in
government to implement policy or serve in opposition to
propose alternatives. We hear little from the Green Party
between elections. They emerge every four years to offer unelectable candidates. The Liberals and the NDP are the only
parties capable of forming the government or opposition and to
actually pursue green issues on the political stage. The only thing
that the Green Party can offer is to split the "green vote" thereby
helping the less-green alternative to get elected.
With the defeat of STV it is unlikely that a Green Party
candidate will get elected for at least a dozen years in BC. A bestcase scenario would be a) an NDP government getting elected in
2013, b) that government putting an alternative voting system to
referendum in 2017 and c) that referendum passing to thereby
enable Green Party candidates to be succesfully fielded in 2021.
There are so many critical ‘green’ issues to be addressed that
we must ensure that green thinking is channelled into our
political system rather than being siphoned into a party that is a
non-participant.
Here are three alternatives for the Green Party. Firstly, the
Greens could fold as a a political party and transform itself into a
political "think tank". Green activists, who have been putting
energy into the party, could then join the Liberals or NDP and
work to "green" those parties from within.
Secondly, the Greens could merge with the NDP to
strengthen that party as the political carrier of environmental
objectives. The right-of-centre has gained power both federally
and provincially as a result of parties merging. The left-of-centre
remains divided and thus excluded from power.
LETTERS, please turn to next page

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 50 words)
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Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

Saturdays till Thanksgiving

Wednesday, June 3

Pender Islands Farmers’ Market—you never know what
you’ll find or who you’ll meet; ‘grown your own’ workshops
10:30am; fresh, local produce; baked goods and cheeses; local art
and artisan works • Community Hall • Every Saturday 9:30am1pm • ON PENDER ISLAND

Kenya Revisited, the good,
the bad, the pretty...funny—
photo journal and chat presented
by Leslie McBain on her recent
and sometimes strange trip to
Kenya • 7:30pm • Community
Hall • Free • ON PENDER ISLAND

Now thru July 23
Advance tickets sales deadline for
25th Annual Islands Folk Festival—
(Event: July 24, 25, 26 at Providence Farm
Duncan); Advance Weekend Passes: Adults
$75, Teens $65 • Tickets: charge by phone
at Cowichan Folk Guild 250-748-3975 or
buy at Acoustic Planet Music, #2-150 Fulford-Ganges Rd • Info:
www.folkfest.bc.ca• IN DUNCAN

Thur, May 21, Sats, May 30 & June 6
Pender Film Group Screenings—THURS MAY 21: Towelhead
(2007)—Arab-American girl struggles with sexual obsession, a
bigoted Army reservist and her strict father during the Gulf War;
SAT MAY 30: The Unforeseen (2007)—development in Austin,
Texas, and natures unexpected response to being threatened by
human interference, directed by Laura Dunn, produced by Robert
Redford; SAT JUNE 6: The Secret of the Grain (2007)—in
southern France a Tunisian shipyard worker is dismissed after 35
years, so he opens a restaurant featuring his ex-wife’s couscous
recipe • All films 7:30pm, except where otherwise noted •
Community Hall • Admission by donation • Info:
www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

Thur, May 21 to Sun, May 31
Uno Fest—Canada’s Singular Live Theatre
Event; 28 different shows, comedy, dance,
drama, puppetry, cutewithchris.live! and more •
Tickets $15, Passes $99, 250-383-2663 •
Multiple
venues
downtown
•
www.intrepidtheatre.com • IN VICTORIA

Thurs-Sats, May 21-23, 28-30 & Sun, May 31
Island Theatre presents ‘if i were me’ and other plays—
Three one act plays written and directed by acclaimed director
Mort Ransen; plays are dramatic, comedic views of our lives;
Warning: Plays contain adult material and coarse language •
Artspring • 8pm, SUN MAY 31: matinee only 2pm • Tickets: $25,
2 for 1 opening night 250-537-2102 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Friday, May 29
Songs of the Salish Sea
Concert—folksinger Valdy and
fisher poet Kathy Stack from Salt
Spring Island; individually each
singer is fine entertainment and
together they are a sweet blend, their
enjoyment in performing is infectious
• Pender Community Hall • 8pm •
Tickets: $20 adults, $15 seniors/children • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday and Sunday, June 6 and 7
7th Annual Quadra Island Studio Tour—over 30 artists and
craftspeople working in a wide range of mediums
show their work at 17 island studios and the
Quadra Community Centre where a group
exhibition is also displayed • SAT: 10am-5pm;
SUN: 10am-4pm • Tickets: $5/person, kids under
13 free at Campbell River Art Gallery, Comox
Valley Art Gallery, Hummingbird Office Supply,
Quadra Tourist Info Booth • Info:
www.quadraislandarts.com • ON QUADRA ISLAND

Saturday, June 6
‘What Marine Organisms Eat’ Community Oceans Day
and Picnic—family event celebrating the marine wonders of our
waters with Mayne Island Conservancy; Parks Canada
interpreters; SeaChange Society and naturalist Michael Dunn • 11
am • Miners Bay at low tide (wear appropriate footwear) • Info:
Mayne Island Conservancy, Michael Dunn 250-539-5745 • ON
MAYNE ISLAND

Sunday, June 7
HealthCare Society Pancake Breakfast—fundraiser for
ongoing equipment requirements for the Medical Clinic,
presented by the Pender Islands Lions Club and Dave, Diane and
Jason Dryer • Memories Restaurant • 8-10am • Adults $8, 12-&under $5 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Friday thru Sunday, June 19 to 21
‘God’s Mercy through Christ’—Pastor
Roger Winter-Smith, London England &
testimony by Nicole Folk Lawler; enjoy local
fellowship and food; weekend speakers
include Mark Mullins, UK barrister and
Christian speaker, and Cameron Wathen,
pastor of Acacia Christian Fellowship • FRI:
7pm; SAT: 9:30am-12:30pm, 2-5pm and
7:30–9pm; SUN: 7pm evening service • Hope Bay Bible Camp,
Hooson Road • All welcome, no cost • Info: Nicole 250-629-3246,
nicolejfl@gmail.com • ON PENDER ISLAND

Salish Sea-wide Visibility
islandtides@islandtides.com
250-629-3660

Endangered sushi
You wouldn’t eat a spotted owl or a Vancouver Island marmot,
says Sierra Club BC. So why would you use sushi chopsticks to
chow down on negi toro maki?
Toro, or Bluefin tuna, will be wiped out completely by 2012 if
over-harvesting of this plump and tasty fish doesn’t stop
immediately. Toro is one of 15 sushi delicacies on the ‘Avoid’ list
of the new Canada’s Sustainable Sushi Guide, published by
Sierra Club BC and other groups. Small enough to tuck into your
wallet, the guide lists 50 types of sushi under three different alert
codes: Green (Best Choice), Yellow (Some Concerns) and Red
(Avoid).
Sushi connoisseurs can munch away guilt-free on Shiro
LETTERS from previous page
Thirdly, the Green Party could form an electoral coalition
with the NDP whereby the Greens would not field candidates
until the NDP has gained power and introduced an alternative
voting system.
I say all this having been actively involved in forming the
Green Party of Canada in the early nineteen-eighties. I was asked
by the party to run as Canada's first Green Party candidate in a
byelection in the Central Nova constituency in 1983. However, I
decided to withdraw from the field when Dr Roy DeMarsh was
nominated as the NDP candidate, This was because Roy was at
least as "green" as I was and in a much better position to garner
votes.
In the May 2009 BC election there were eleven seats won by
the Liberals where the combined NDP and Green votes exceeded
the Liberal vote. An NDP-Green coalition could have won the
election.
I abhor the Green Party’s current policy of running
candidates in constituencies where they cannot win but where
they contribute to the defeat of green candidates from other
parties. This does not serve the green agenda. It is divisive and
obstructive. It is time for the party to bravely face political reality
if it truly cares more about the survival of a healthy environment
than about its own survival as a marginal political entity.
Tony Law, Hornby Island

Spring & Summer Weekend Workshops
Expressions in Watercolour - June 13/14 with Alesha Davies Fowlie
Photography w/out Camera or Darkroom - June 20/21 with Phyllis Schwartz

@

www.artsdenman.com

Toll Free:
1-888-335-1221

Maguro (wild Albacore tuna), Iwana (Arctic char, farmed), or
Kaki and Kani (farmed oysters and wild Dungeness crab). All are
Green choices, while farmed Sake (salmon) and Tai (wild Red
Snapper) make the seafood ‘Red’ alert.
Kanikami, or Imitation crab, falls into murky waters with a
‘Yellow’ designation.
‘Our sushi guide empowers consumers to make wiser choices
for our oceans,’ says Dr Colin Campbell, Sierra Club BC’s science
advisor. For example, if the alert code isn’t enough to convince
you to change your Toro tuna order, take a look at the health
advisory symbol beside toro. It warns of potentially high mercury
levels. 0

So Sad About the Failure of BC-STV
Dear Editor:
It’s sad because we have lost a precious opportunity to improve
our provincial governance. Sad, because with two of Canada's
major provinces turning down preferential voting, what hope is
there for other provinces and our House of Commons? Sad too,
because, I would have run again in 2013 as an Independent, my
sixth offering of political public service.
But, in my mind, the failure lies with the faulty design of the
‘Yes/No’ competition. This turned out to be a politicization of
what should have been a non-partisan, an a-political process. I
had argued this with HarryNeufeld, Chief Electoral Officer, at
preliminary meetings but to no avail.
The competition was not a debate, and even if it was, the need
to thoroughly inform the citizen prior to the vote was not
addressed. The design followed the legislature model, of each
side claiming total truth rather than an objective investigation
and useful decision support information for the voter. Once
again, we can’t get there from here. Electoral Reform is
essential—we are in political stasis.
For those who fought the good fight, Thank You!
John Hague, Gabriola Island
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Giving Mental Health A
Break ~ Jessica Easton

It’s May and at this time of year it is easy to understand why the
Gulf Islands can be seen like paradise. But even paradise has
challenges in the shadows—one Islands’ challenge is mental
health (and there is no health without mental health).
Our Islands’ landscape and communities have great healing
powers, however our isolation limits the access people with
mental health issues have to the services available in larger
centres.
Mental illness is common. One in every five Canadians will
have a mental health challenge at some point in their lives. Yet,
in spite of the fact that most Canadians know someone who has
been or will be affected by mental illness, few of us know very
much about it.
The stigma attached to mental illness is caused by the
negative ways in which people living with mental illness are
labeled—they may be categorized by the illness and not as the
individuals they are. If we classify people by their illness, we
dehumanize them.
Reducing the prejudice and discrimination that people with
mental health issues experience is a help. We need to learn the
facts and expose the myths. Find out more at Canadian Mental
Health Association website www.cmha.ca. Becoming aware of
our attitudes and changing the way we talk about mental illness
is another step. For example, speak about ‘a person with
schizophrenia’ rather than ‘a schizophrenic.’
In the Southern Gulf Islands, the Community Health
Advisory Committee has identified improved mental health
resources as a priority issue for 2009. A mental health working
group with representation from Galiano, Mayne, Saturna and
the Pender Islands was initiated in March to identify next steps
to improve the delivery of mental health services to the islands.
Only through taking mental illness out of the shadows into
the open can we begin supportive dialogue, implement
community resources and continue to develop as healthy
communities. 0
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Pender Islands Lions Club
CUNLIFFE BURSARY PROGRAM 2009
Any Pender Island person entering a post secondary
educational program such as an apprenticeship program, a
technical school, college or university in the fall of 2009 is
welcome to apply for a Cunliffe Bursary from the Pender
Islands Lions Club. Please drop off your covering letter and
resume at the Lions box in the Insurance Office or mail them
to :
Pender Islands Lions Club
P.O. Box 75
Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0
Your covering letter should include a summary of your
immediate and long-term post secondary education plans.
Please provide the following:
1. Your Pender Island address and telephone number.
2. The name and address of the educational institution
you will be attendng.
3. Your contact person at the educaional institution.
4. Your Student Registration Number as soon as
available.
Your resume will include a chronological summary of your
past eduction.
We are a small service club, therefore, we anticipate that a
recipient of a Cunliffe Bursay will volunteer to assist the
Pender Islands Lions Club with their projects during the year,
such as the Dog Show, Santa Ship, Polar Bear Swim and
particularly the Fall Fair.
Applications for Cunliffe Bursaries are being accepted until
June 30, 2009.
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Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
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There has been a tragedy at the Hornby webcam eagle nest.
Echo, the smaller chick, hatched April 30, got tangled up in the
underfeathers of the mother and though she tried to free it, she
failed.
The disaster struck on Monday May 11, morning, just before
8am. The first webcam observer report came from Soph9—‘Echo
seems to be stuck underneath mom.’ This was followed by
Chipmonk’s tense report—‘Mom has Echo caught in her
underbelly, she is hopping all over and is dragging Echo along, I
can hear him peeping.’ Then drhooper added—‘I’m sure
something terrible is about to happen.’ Then jkr—‘I think the
feathers are wrapped around Echo’s neck.’
These desperate reports continued on for two hours then
‘Mom Hornby’ flew to a nearby perch tree. Looking through my
telescope I could see no sign of little Echo. Mom Hornby sat
there for 20 minutes, looking neither left nor right.
Meanwhile, new reports were coming in. JudyB—’I’m pretty
sure I saw Echo fall (when Mom flew from the nest).’ East
Coast—‘I thought so too … but I was afraid to say so.’ And many
more confirmations.
So I looked under the tree and found little Echo—warm, but
absolutely still—no sign of life. The next day he was buried in a
beautiful corner of my garden. It was heartwrenching for me and for the thousands of
watchers. It is amazing how attached we
have all got to this family of wild eagles
through the webcam.
Though, its not the same without Echo,
Hope the remaining chick is alive and well
and is noted for the amount of food it eats
and the power of its ‘poop-shoots’.
Thursday, it splatted the web camera,
making it all but impossible to see

TREETOP NEIGHBOURS—DOUG CARRICK’S WEBCAM EAGLE

PHOTO: BARBARA BAIGI

Eaglet death and daily life
in the nest ~ Doug Carrick

NEST ON HORNBY ISLAND
intothenest. Luckily overnight rain largely washed it off, leaving
only a thin fog on the lens.
To see the daily-doing in the nests of several eagle families
on the coast visit www.hancockwildlife.org, not as fast-paced
as a TV sitcom but quite remarkable and sometimes dramatic.

For more of the Hornby eagles doings, habits and history
buy Doug Carrick’s excellent and highly readable book, ‘The
Eagles of Hornby: My Tree-top Neighbours’, published by
Hancock House, $14.95. 0

Nurse practioners slotting into specialist care
Chris Bowers
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Spring Sales Event

Kimberly Trueman, a nurse practioner student who is doing her
final practicum with Dr Jim MacKenzie at the Gabriola Family
Medicine clinic, claims that BC’s NP graduates are unable to find
work in the primary-care general practice field despite the fact
that they are specifically trained to do that work.
It was hoped that the training of nurse practioners would
mitigate the doctor shortage, especially in rural BC. The
province-wide dearth of family physicians has arisen because
doctors are retiring at a much higher rate than they are being
replaced; student doctors are not going into general practice
because GPs are thought to work harder for less money than
medical specialists.
Trueman added that BC NPs have the most comprehensive
exams of all western NP programs. The NP degree includes 20
credits more than those required for a Master of Science Nursing
degree—the NP program is UBC’s most expensive masters
program.
Over 100 NPs have graduated from three universities in BC
since 2005, but some recent graduates are considereing going
back to their Registered Nurse (RN) positions or leaving the
province to find work as NPs.
Ryan Jabs, a spokesperson for the Ministry of Health (MOH)
said that about 100 of the 125 NPs who have graduated from BC’s
programs, have found placements, and there are still 18
vacancies. Sharon Thomson, an instructor and clinical
coordinator for the UBC School of Nursing explains: ‘Yes, people
are employed (but) a lot of them are employed in speciality
programs. Granted some of them come in with some specialty
training but a lot of them don’t… so we are using these primarycare trained NPs—family practice NPs—and trying to fit them
into these slots that are sometimes not a good fit’.
UVic Practice Coordinator Carolyn Hammond agreed,
adding that despite the placement of NPs into specialist
positions, ‘no program in BC is preparing NPs for those
positions.’ Trueman adds that NP placement in hospital acute
care or specialist positions requires additional training.
Gabriola’s Dr MacKenzie said that Verna Gregson, manager
of the professional centre which houses his clinic, applied to the
Vancouver Island Health Authority (VIHA) requesting an NP
position be created at the clinic. He said the request was accepted
in principle, but that at a late fall meeting with VIHA officials and
Vice President of Medicine Dr Richard Crow, Crow said that NPs
cannot work in ‘fee-for-service’ (FFS) offices—or offices that bill
the Medical Services Plan (MSP) for their service.
MacKenzie said he was told only clinics in which the
2189 Keating X. Rd.
Saanichton, B.C.
www.harbourcitykitchens.com
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physicians are paid by salary are eligible for NP positions, adding
that salaried doctors’ positions are paid for by Health Authorities
and funded by the MOH.
However, Crow responded that MacKenzie had
misunderstood, and agreed with VIHA’s director of nursing and
allied health Glenda Mannix that the pilot projects are going
well. Crow thought it was possible that NPs could start up
independent FFS practices and share offices with a physician.
In fact, Mannix said, there are a few NP pilot project
placements in FFS offices throughout BC. She initially had her
doubts whether this would work, but the pilots seem to be
working out well. UBC’s Thomson went further, saying the trials
have gone ‘stunningly well’. Mannix did not know if funding for
the trial positions would continue or more funding for such
positions would be provided in the future.
However, MOH’s Jabs said: ‘The current fee-for-service
mechanism used for physicians in BC does not include nurse
practitioners, and we do not have immediate plans to change
this’. Asked why, Jabs said that: ‘Our government is committed
to providing British Columbians access to primary care as close
to home as possible, and nurse practitioners help meet this
growing need in communities across the province.’

Community Care
‘Through the current funding model, health authorities may hire
nurse practitioners for hospitals or other facilities that they
operate, or physicians can employ them directly in their general
practices. This model gives health authorities flexibility to recruit
nurse practitioners and other health professionals to
communities which have identified gaps in their primary-care.’
Mannix said that the health authorities want to place NPs in
marginalised communities that are underserviced. Hammond
said: ‘We don’t dispute that we need people in the rural and
marginalised communities’. But there are not that many jobs
being created for NPs in primary care, she said and ‘hospitalist’
and acute care NPs do not meet the needs of many marginalised
patients. ‘There is quite a disjuncture between what NPs are
trained to do and where they are placed’, Hammond added.
Thomson also pointed out that the NP training originally
came about to provide primary care reform. ‘NPs are supposed
to be providing care for common and predictable illnesses for
those who don’t have it,’ she said.
Saying there are, ‘about 150,000 orphaned patients in the
province’, UBC’s Thomson added: ‘NPs could fill the gaps for a
lot of these patients that need basic primary-care, but it’s the
funding model that is the glitch because as it stands now Nurse
Practitioners can only work in clinics that have ministry money
attached to them—where they get a salary. They can’t dip into the
MSP pot.’

Independent Practioners
Different opinions prevail about the scope of nurse practioners.
Asked if NPs who are hired by physicians may work
independently, or are required to be supervised by the physician,
Jabs said: ‘Nurse practitioners are autonomous practitioners
who do not require physician supervision. When hired to work in
general practitioner (GP) practices, nurse practitioners work in
collaboration with the physicians, while managing an
independent case load’.
But Hammond said: ‘In actual fact, for payment to occur (in
FFS offices), unless the GP just subsumes the salary of the NP,
the physician has to sign off on the NP’s work. They are not really
working in independent practice.’ Such requirements defeat the
purpose for which NPs are trained, as well as going against the
intentions of those who take the training, she commented.
Chris Bowers is editor of Gabriola’s Flying Shingle newspaper. 0

GRASS GROWS LAMBS, SALT SPRING PAIR WITH MOM

Turtle treat
Recently, visitors at Victoria’s
Swan Lake Nature House were
treated to the sight of Western
Painted Turtle hatchlings
digging out of their nest in the
ground. It was a young boy who noticed a tiny turtle half-buried
in the pathway, and alerted sanctuary staff.
Habitat Acquisition Trust were delighted to hear about the
sighting of the rare and endangered species. ‘We love to hear
about landowners turtle sightings too,’ says HAT herpetologist
Christian Engelstoft. He and Dr Kristina Ovaska are working
with the Turtle Recovery Team to increase the knowledge base
for turtle distribution and threats facing local populations. ‘We
still need to learn more about their movements over land,
particularly during the summer nesting season,’ says Engelstoft.
HAT has met with private landowners from Metchosin to
Galiano Island to develop its knowledge base.
Western Painted Turtles (Chrysemys picta bellii) are
Vancouver Island’s only native freshwater turtle. Having lived
here for thousands of years, they are now endangered by
development, road traffic, nest trampling, and increasing
numbers of predators. When laying their eggs on land, turtles are
very vulnerable to disturbance from people and pets. Eggs and
baby turtles are eaten by raccoons and otters, even pet dogs and
cats.
Painted Turtles are known from relatively few lakes, ponds,

and wetlands on southern Vancouver Island and Gulf Islands.
Some of the known sites include Elk and Beaver Lakes, Langford
Lake, and Great Central Lake near Port Alberni. While Painted
Turtles may live in many other places, their presence is
unknown.
Painted Turtles have a low and smooth upper shell. While the
turtle’s upper shell (top) is dark green, the lower shell
(underside) features striking orange to red patterns that give
them their name. Hatchlings are no larger than a loonie, while
adults can reach 25 cm in length (10 inches). Pet turtles that have
been released into the wild are often mistaken for Painted
Turtles.
Turtles require emergent rocks and logs for sunning close to
their weedy aquatic feeding areas. People may also see turtles
walking on land during the hot summer months as they search
for nesting sites. Females dig nests up to 300 metres from their
aquatic habitats. These nesting sites are sometimes found along
trails and road cuts with south-facing slopes. Nesting sites are
often in short supply and limit population size.
The good news is that Painted Turtles and humans can coexist, provided landowners take a few simple precautions. These
include maintaining natural shoreline vegetation and partially
submerged logs, avoiding pesticide use, and protecting identified
nesting areas from disturbance.
Send turtle photos and report sightings to todd@hat.bc.ca or
call 250-995-2428. 0

Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

C

ool and wet interspersed with one or two mild days—and very green—
is the order of spring for us. The grass is growing enormously: lettuce,
peas, spinach all the green, cool weather crops are flourishing. With
all the rain, if you planted your squash and cucumber seeds outside in the
dirt or mud they may be reduced to rotted mush by now. This weekend, the
Queen’s Birthday and Victoria Day is the traditional one for planting your
garden. I will replant my sun-lovers—in the greenhouse!
I have read in several locations that the sun is putting out the least heat
and light since 1909. Usually it is on an eleven-year cycle of sunspots and
heightened activity but, seemingly, the sun also has longer cycles and we are
in one of those in a cool downturn.

Plant Sales
Our church, Saint Christopher’s held their annual Plant Sale at Carol
Money’s nursery. People were concerned that the church Plant Sale and
Darryl Davies new nursery business would collide but both profited
marvelously. The church made about $600 and Darryl also made out
handsomely. Many gardeners made donations to the sale from their
SATURNA please turn to page 8

Turn off ‘instant on’
One of the best ways to combat climate
change that doesn’t hurt your lifestyle or
pocket is to reduce waste and in particular
waste energy.
Many appliances, such as televisions,
video games systems and portable stereos
offer an ‘instant on’ feature, coming to life the
moment you press the power button. What
‘instant on’ really means, however, is ‘never
off’. These devices drain a constant stream of
electricity so that they can leap into action
when you need them. Although the trickle of
power that they use may seem trivial, an average household can reduce
electricity consumption by as much as 15% by sidestepping this feature.
Plug your ‘instant on’ appliances into a power strip and when they’re not in
use turn the power strip off. For an even simpler option just unplug the
appliances when you’re not using them.
This and many other useful tips can be found in Global Warming for
Dummies by Green Party leader Elizabeth May and Zoë Caron, published
by John Wiley & Sons Canada Ltd. It’s a ‘must read’ for anyone wanting to
understand climate change and get a wealth of related information in an
very easy-reading book. 0

K N OW WHA
KNOW
WHAT
AT TO
TO
D
O TO
TO FIGHT
FIG HT THE
TH E
DO
H1N1
H
1N1 F
FLU
LU V
VIRUS
I RUS
Thee H1N1 flu virus (human swine flu)) is a
The
rrespiratory
espiratory illness that
that causes symptoms
sympttoms
similar
sim
milar tto
o those of the sseasonal
easonal fflu
lu ((fever
fever
and
d ccough,
ough, runny
runny nose,
nose, sore
sore throat,
throat, body
aches,
ach
hes, fatigue
fatigue and lack of appetite).
appetite).
Allll str
strains
dangerous;
however,
A
ains of flu can be danger
ous; ho
h
weverr,
good
measures
goo
od infection
infec tion prevention
prevention measur
e can
es
help
hel
lp protect
protec t you
you and others if this virus
v
begins
Canada.
beg
gins to
to spread
spread rapidly
rapidly in C
anada.
W
Wash
ash your
your hands often
of ten and
thoroughly—for
att least 20 se
seconds—
thor
oughly—for a
conds—
hand
in warm,
warm, soapy
soapy water
water or use ha
and
sanitizer.
sanitiz
er.
C
Cough
ough and sneez
sneeze
e in y
your
our slee
sleeve,
ve,
your
hand..
not y
our hand
K
Keep
eep common
common surfaces
sur faces and items
items
e
clean and disinfected.
disinfec ted.
Stay
Stay home if y
you’re
ou’re sick
sick,, and ccall
all
your
your health ccare
are provider
provider if your
your
o
symptoms
worse.
symptoms get w
orse.

KNOWLEDGE
K
N OWLE DG E IS
IS
YOUR
BEST
Y
OUR B
E ST DEFENCE
D E FE N CE

FFor
or more
more information
information on flu prevention,
prrevention, visit

www.fightflu.ca
w
w w.fightflu.ca or call 1
1-800-454-8302
- 800 - 454 - 8302
TTY
T
T Y 1-800-465-7735
1- 80 0 - 4 65 -7735

PHOTO: HENNY SCHNARE

ISLAND TIDES, May 21, 2009, page 7

Page 8, ISLAND TIDES, May 21, 2009

Carbon—the state of play ~ Patrick Brown
The BCLiberal government’s success at the
polls in the May 12 provincial election is likely to
breathe political life into the concept of carbon
taxes around the world. (BC-NDP had
promised to ‘axe’ the Liberal-introduced tax but
lost the election.)
Two Canadain jurisdictions, BC and Quebec
currently have a carbon tax. Carbon taxes have
been widely praised as the simplest, most easily
implemented, and most elegant solution to
creating an economic incentive to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.
In BC, the tax is applied to all fossil fuel
consumption, and is claimed to cover 75% of
greenhouse gas emissions in the province. In
order to make it more politically acceptable,
BC’s scheme is designed to be revenue neutral—
that is, to return the proceeds to taxpayers
through a reduction in income tax.
However, while the tax, on all carbon
emissions, is a certainty, its effects are not. The
rate of the BC’s carbon tax is scheduled for
gradual increases over the years, but it is
uncertain when it will reach a level high enough
to achieve a meaningful GHG reduction.
The European Union has adopted a ‘cap-&-

trade’ system. Caps are set by government for
designated industries; allowances must be
purchased from government for emissions
exceeding the caps. If the caps are met,
reductions in GHGs are a certainty. However,
the trading of allowances creates uncertainty
both as to the cost of the scheme and as to its
effectiveness, not to mention the potential for
trading abuses. In its implementation,
governments have shown timidity both in the
setting of caps and in the pricing of allowances.
The actual use governments make of the
proceeds of the sales of allowances varies
widely.
Some developing countries sell allowances
on the world market. Supposedly, the proceeds
of these sales go to finance development which
reduces the world’s emissions of GHGs. These
reductions are nearly impossible to confirm.

‘Cap-&-Dividend’
A more recent proposal is termed ‘cap-&dividend’. This still requires the setting of
industry-specific
emissions
caps
by
government, but requires all allowances to be
CARBON, please turn to page 10

SUMMER ECOLOGICAL EXPLORATION PROGRAM (SEEP) 2009
The Gulf Islands Centre for Ecological Learning is now accepting registration
enquires for its SEEP activities on Mayne, Pender, Saturna and Salt Spring islands.
Our programs integrate the knowledge and understanding of marine, forest and
freshwater ecosystems, food growing and local First Nations knowledge. We use
natural science, multi-sensory experiences, art, photography, theatre, story telling,
music and play as core learning methods.

Pender Island Dates:
August 10 - 14

Mayne Island Dates:
August 3 - 7 & August 10 - 14

Salt Spring Island Dates:
Saturna Island Dates:
July 13 - 17, July 20 - 24 & July 27 - 31 August 24 - 27

Time: 10 am to 4 pm, Monday through Friday
Children ages 6 to 12 • Fees: $175.00/week/child (but under revi ew)
GICEL may be able to provide limited financial assistance for families who have
children wishing to participate. For more details please contact:
Mayne and Saturna Islands, Jessica Willows/Michael Dunn 250-539-5745
Pender Island, Julie Johnston 250-629-3811
Salt Spring Island, Jessica Reveley 250-537-6991
Our website is actively being updated but check it out at www.gicel.ca or email:
gicel@gicel.ca.
Join our dynamic leaders and amazing youth mentors in exploring the gifts of
nature on the Southern Gulf Islands.

Vote counting not over yet
With closely contested results in several
electoral districts, and fewer than 100 votes
separating the two leading candidates in Delta
South and Cariboo-Chilcotin at the end of initial
count, here is some information about the next
steps and timelines in the vote counting
process.
Initial Count (May 12 and 13)
• Includes the count of ballots from general
and advance voting.
• Does not include ballots contained in
certification envelopes (absentee ballots, vote
by mail ballots).
• Results available on the Elections BC
website
at
http://results.elections.bc.ca/result.html.
Final Count (May 25 to 27)
• Includes count of votes not considered as
part of initial count.
• Timeline allows for certification envelopes
to be distributed to their associated electoral
district for counting there.
• Must be conducted by the District Electoral
Officer (DEO) and be completed within three
days.
• Official results declared by the DEO;
results subject to a judicial recount.
SATURNA from page 7
gardens which guarantees that the plants are
going to grow locally!
The church windows haven’t been washed
from top to bottom in years and Pam Brown
assures me that the difference it makes inside
the church is a pure pleasure to see.

Saturna And GINPR
Meeting
Saturna Island Parks Canada Liaison
Committee held their spring meeting at the end
of April. Two meetings each year are are held,
attended by representatives from local groups,
members at large and park staff, to keep Parks
Canada and the community in touch.
Gulf Islands National Park Reserve
(GINPR) holds four pieces of land with which
the community has long and loving association:
Winter Cove Park, East Point Park, the top of
Mount Warburton Pike and Narvaez Bay. In
fulfilling their mandate to maintaining
ecological integrity and accommodate visitors
they make many decisions that impact the
community’s traditional uses of the areas. The
rationale and other issues about changes at
Winter Cove Park were a major topic of
discussion at this meeting.
In addition to questions of use and
development is the critical issue of coordination
of infrastructure. This is a good venue for
listening and asking questions and getting
information right from the source—head of
ambulance services, firechief, other local
groups and the superintendent of Gulf Islands
National Park Reserve and his staff. Our
ambulance crew and firefighters are volunteer,
parks employees are paid and both groups have
strengths that can be combined to make an
increasingly functioning whole. Having
everyone in the same room at the same time
hearing the discussions cuts down frustration
and misinformation within the community.
Parks Canada will be holding an Open
House this summer with the purpose of getting
input on their management guidelines and the
Liaison Committee has said they want a formal
community meeting to be a part of this day.

An Island All-Candidates
Meeting

No Worries

Saturna Community Club organized the All
Candidates meeting on May 4. Residents heard
Murray Coell and Gary Holman speak and
answer questions. Coell and Holman know
each other well and have worked together on
various projects. About 40 people came to the
potluck lunch and question and answer session.
The Green Party candidate did not show up. It

Recount of Initial Count (May 25 to 27)
• Full or partial recount may be initiated by
the DEO, or a candidate or their official agent
may request a recount.
• Recounts are conducted as part of final
count, and are completed before the counting of
ballots contained in certification envelopes.
• Recount requests must be made in writing
within three days after General Voting Day, and
only if the difference between the top two
candidates is 100 votes or fewer, or if there is a
belief that errors were made in the acceptance
or rejection of ballots, or the candidate or their
agent believe the ballot accounts are not
accurate.
Judicial Recount (if requested) (May 28
to June 3)
• Conducted by the Supreme Court of British
Columbia
• May include some or all the ballots and
certification envelopes for an election.
• May be requested by a voter, candidate,
candidate’s representative or DEO.
• In the event of a tie vote, or if the difference
between the top two candidates is less than
COUNTING, please turn to page 10
was a tiny opportunity to ask your big question,
crafted with the least amount of escape routes!
The opportunity to see the candidates in
action answering other people’s questions, their
posture, their ability to think quickly, their style
when under the gun, was a great reason to go.
Both are familiar with Saturna, Murray Coell’s
as a two-term MLA and Gary Holman from
being an Islands Trustee and a CRD Director.
Community Club Chair, Bill Schermbruker
ran a good meeting with a clear format and lots
of flexibility He thanked the audience for
remaining civil—he had been quite worried
about that, he confessed! Good Saturna food
always helps to bring people together.

An Island Election
Saturna Island had two polls, one for South of
the Missing Link residents (#38) and one for
the north side of the Missing Link, (#32). Seven
election officers with various titles ran the
election procedure. Staff was on hand at 7am
and finished at about 8:30pm. Two scrutineers
arrived before the polls closed and were
required to stay until the vote counts were
finished. Wayne Quinn watched the counting
for Murray Coell and the Liberals, and I was
there for Gary Holman and the NDP.
Counting was meticulous and the handling
of the ballots and accumulated ballots
scrupulous. Solemn and respectful of this
process of democracy, one person calls out the
votes and another records each one in a square
with a slash across four for the fifth. At 25 votes
the actual ballots are bundled. After the whole
tally is taken, the entire lot is counted again. All
ballots are displayed to the scrutineers—valid
and rejected—who may not touch them. A copy
of the paperwork goes to the scrutineers.
The ballots and the paperwork go into
sealed envelopes and into a sealed ballot box
and were taken the next morning to Mary
Cooper on Mayne Island. Mary took them to
the Saanich Fairgrounds which is the central
location for Saanich North and the Islands.
Saturna’s two polling stations together
produced: 118 votes for Gary Holman, 46 for
Murray Coell, 17 for Tom Bradfield, and three
rejected ballots.
On the Island, we voted 118 for Single
Transferable Vote and 49 for First Past the Post
and had three ballots rejected. Added to this
count will be absentee votes and advance votes.
At Saturna’s Polling Station #32, Elections
BC Officer John Robertson figures we had an
80% voter turnout! In last fall’s federal election
Saturna also topped the voter turnout. 0
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Coastal BC Election Results
The following are preliminary election results from initial count.
Results will not be finalized until final count is complete on May
27.

North Island (includes Read, Quadra and Cortes)
Claire Felicity Trevena NDP 11,232 52.20%
Marion Wright
Liberal
8,411 39.09%
Philip Stone
Green
1,561
7.25%
William Walter Mewhort
Ind
314
1.46%
Powell River - Sunshine Coast
Nicholas Simons
NDP 12,293
Dawn Miller
Liberal
7,265
Jeff Chilton
Green
1,287
Allen McIntyre
Refed
236

58.31%
34.46%
6.11%
1.12%

Alberni-Pacific Rim
Scott Kenneth Fraser
NDP 10,007
Dianne St. Jacques
Liberal
5,373
Paul Musgrave
Green
1,250
Dallas Kenneth Jack Hills Refed
232

59.35%
31.86%
7.41%
1.38%

Comox Valley (includes Hornby, Denman)
Don McRae
Liberal 13,016
Leslie McNabb
NDP
11,593
Hazel Lennox
Green
2,338
Paula Berard
Refed
250
Barbara Biley
People's Fr
110

47.67%
42.45%
8.56%
0.92%
0.40%

Parksville/Qualicum
Ron Cantelon
Liberal
Leanne Salter
NDP
Wayne Osborne
Green
Bruce Ryder
Refed

13,265
9,803
2,465
238

51.47%
38.04%
9.57%
0.92%

Esquimalt/Royal Roads
Maurine Karagianis
NDP 10,705
Carl Edward Ratsoy
Liberal
6,098
Jane Sterk
Green
3,370

53.07%
30.23%
16.71%

Saanich North and the Islands (includes S.G.I.)
Murray Robert Coell Liberal 12,513 45.26%
Gary Holman
NDP
12,118 43.83%
Tom Bradfield
Green
3,016
10.91%
Saanich South
Lana Popham
Robin Adair
Brian Geoffrey Gordon
Douglas Christie

NDP
Liberal
Green
W.C.C.

11,141
10,728
1,551
228

47.11%
45.37%
6.56%
0.96%

Oak Bay/Gordon Head
Ida Chong
Liberal
Jessica Van der Veen
NDP
Steven Johns
Green

11,266 46.64%
10,736 44.45%
2,152
8.91%

Victoria Beacon Hill
Carole James
Dallas Henault
Adam Saab
Saul Andersen

NDP
Liberal
Green
Ind

12,592 55.60%
5,998 26.48%
3,768 16.64%
291
1.28%

Juan de Fuca
John Horgan
Jody Twa
James Robert Powell

NDP 11,008
Liberal
6,624
Green
1,646

Victoria Swan Lake
Rob Fleming
Jesse McClinton
David Wright
Robert (Bob) Savage

NDP 12,389 60.53%
Liberal
5,456 26.66%
Green
2,459
12.01%
Refed
163
0.80%

57.10%
34.36%
8.54%

Cowichan Valley
Bill Routley
NDP 11,575 48.00%
Cathy Basskin
Liberal
8,734 36.22%
Simon Lindley
Green
2,807
11.64%
Stewart Jason Murray
Conser
868
3.60%
Michial Rupert Moore
Refed
132
0.55%
Nanaimo
Leonard Krog
NDP 11,057 53.52%
Jeet Manhas
Liberal
7,497 36.29%
Dirk Becker
Green
1,852
8.96%
Linden Robert Shaw
Refed
254
1.23%
Nanaimo North Cowichan (includes Gabriola)
Doug Routley
NDP 12,159 54.33%
Rob Hutchins
Liberal
7,956 35.55%
Ian Elliott Gartshore
Green
2,004
8.96%
Ronald James Fuson
Refed
259
1.16%

Referendum on Electoral Reform
North Island
Powell R. - Sun. Cst
Alberni - Pacific Rim
Comox Valley
Parksville Qualicum
Esq./Royal Roads
Saanich North G.I.
Saanich South
Oak Bay/Gordon Hd.
Victoria Beacon Hill
Juan de Fuca
Victoria Swan Lake
Cowichan Valley
Nanaimo
Nan. N. Cowichan

FPTP
12,459
12,420
8,988
15,600
15,783
10,224
14,099
12,981
11,943
8,605
10,651
8,861
13,354
11,643
12,304

FPTP%
59.46%
60.04%
55.30%
58.38%
62.62%
51.58%
51.65%
56.17%
50.20%
38.67%
56.24%
44.17%
56.06%
57.92%
56.06%

STV STV%
8,493 40.54%
8,267 39.96%
7,265 44.70%
11,121 41.62%
9,420 37.38%
9,596 48.42%
13,198 48.35%
10,128 43.83%
11,850 49.80%
13,645 61.33%
8,286 43.76%
11,199 55.83%
10,465 43.94%
8,459 42.08%
9,645 43.94%

Commentary by Murray Dobbin

Afghan politics—how the
US locked out democracy

The outpouring of Western anger and shock earlier this month
over a new Afghan law that legalizes marital rape and confines
women to their homes demonstrates how out of touch Western
countries are with the monster they have created in that
benighted country.
Of course Hamid Karzai would support such a law. He wants
to be re-elected president in August and to do so he must support
his base: Islamic fundamentalists. Both sides of the conflict are
fundamentalist Islamic. There is nothing else.
Indeed, while outrage caused Karzai to say he’d withdraw the
law, many doubt he’ll follow through.
Virtually everything that now plagues Afghanistan is
‘blowback’—the CIA term for unintended consequences of
previous policies—from the US-sponsored war against the
Soviets in the 1990s. So far, there’s no sign the Obama
administration, or Stephen Harper’s, understands that. On April
21, US Central Command leader General David Petraeus warned
of ‘tough months ahead’ as the US ramps up its fight in
Afghanistan, explaining (as if by bad luck out of the blue) that the
resurging Taliban insurgency is fueled by profits from the global
illegal narcotics trade.
The supposed bulwark against them? A Karzai government
that is corrupt because it could not possibly have been anything
else. Karzai, after all, was handpicked by the US to give a
democratic sheen to their occupation, then assisted in his effort
to get elected president. But now that the US has given up
completely on creating a Western-style democracy, Karzai has
become the problem, not the solution. It’s hard to get a reliable
puppet these days. Once you put one in place, he wants to stay.

The Hell That Ideology Built
The neo-con geniuses behind the invasion of Afghanistan were
strong on ideology but utterly ignorant when it came to history
and Afghan political culture. They really thought it would be easy
and that’s why Karzai seemed a good bet. A former consultant for
US oil giant Unocal, Karzai was part of the late 1990s
negotiations between the Taliban and Unocal for a gas pipeline
through Afghanistan to Pakistan and India. The US was
negotiating with the Taliban up till four months before 9-11. They
thought a quick victory would put the pipeline back on the
agenda.
Karzai, however, had literally no political base amongst the
competing tribes in the country. And it is the tribes that fill the
‘civil society’ vacuum in Afghanistan. His support was American
money and military force, and Afghan opium producers. Now
that the Americans want him out, political support comes almost
exclusively from the warlords and opium producers.
But the root of corruption in Afghanistan is not Hamid
Karzai. It is the determination of the US to ensure that no future
elected government will take democratic governance seriously.
While fighting their so-called ‘war on terror' and its Islamic
fundamentalist ideology, the Americans are even more
determined to stop the establishment of a government that
would stand for the national interests of the country. That sort of
government was entrenched in the articles of the secular
constitution established in 1964.
But the US changed that constitution soon after the invasion,
and it now states that Islam is supreme: no laws can violate ‘the
sacred religion of Islam.’ The new Political Parties Law also
states that parties cannot pursue policies that are ‘contrary to
Islam,’ which meant that many secular parties were effectively
excluded from the 2005 parliamentary elections.
The results were predictable: 133 of the 249 members elected
to the House of the People had fought in the vicious internecine
Mujahideen war which virtually destroyed Kabul, and fostered
the creation of the Taliban. According to the Afghan
Independent Human Rights Commission, ‘eighty per cent of
winning candidates in the provinces and more than 60% in ...
Kabul have links to armed groups.’

Anti-communist Jihad
Of course it is also the case that the US sponsored Mujahideen
war against the Soviets eliminated thousands of former
communist government officials. Communist they may have
been but they were also secularists and established a functioning
national government with actual social programs, education
budgets, human rights (including women’s rights) and health
care, as well as a professional army. Many of the secular figures
involved ended up dead in the cold war fury unleashed by the US
through its proxy fanatics. Civil society was effectively destroyed.
Any state that followed would, by definition, be radical Islamic.
Given the results of the 2005 election, the absence of any
significant secular culture to draw on, and the need for some
semblance of security, Karzai ended up appointing some of the
most murderous warlords in the country to senior government
posts. One of them was the delightfully named ‘Butcher of the
North,’ Abdul Rashid Dostum, appointed to the post of army
chief of staff. To call this a government at all is misleading.
Daan Everts, the former NATO special representative in
Afghanistan, believes that the US consciously sabotaged
genuinely democratic government. The result, says Everts, ‘has
been an extremely chaotic parliament. There are 248 talking
heads with very little discipline and little organized deliberations
that are meant to produce legislation which the country so badly
needs. We deliberately did this.’
When you set up government to fail, you get corruption
because government is then seen as simply a way of
accumulating personal wealth and power. The notion that
21,000 more US troops, backed by social workers, community
developers and police trainers, are going to change things is
delusional. Corruption and Islamic authoritarianism are now
effectively enshrined in the constitution and the culture, courtesy
of US foreign policy.
This article was published by online newspaper The Tyee on
April 22. 0
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Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Cold Drafty House?
Wet Basement?
Nasty Crawl Space?
Spray-Foam Insulation (may qualify

for EcoENERGY & LiveSmart Grants)

Air Leakage and Moisture Control
Foundation Waterproofing and Repair

Voluntary Subscription? Keep
meaning to send it in? Help keep
all this great news coming!

Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make a good you contact for you?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?
If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island mailbox
or if you pick it up from one of our yellow free boxes
located across the Strait of Georgia and from Victoria to
Campbell River or if you read online, you can show
your support and appreciation by mailing a voluntary
subscription of

($25 + $1.25 gst = $26.25) to:
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!

And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you
who have given subscriptions. And keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste them
all in our scrapbooks!
What is a
property worth
without water?

• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING

TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

Drilling the Islands since 1965
1-800-746-7444
www.drillwell.com

SSI: 250-537-8456
drill@drillwell.com

D R I V E G AT E S — D e s i g n , B u i l d , I n s t a l l
w w w. v i c t o r i a w o o d s t u d i o . c o m
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Canada 6th largest
exporter of fish in 2008
The Canadian Government announced on March 13
international trade figures showing Canada’s exports of fish and
seafood products reached $3.9 billion in 2008.
Canada is the sixth largest exporter of fish and seafood
products in the world, with exports to more than 130 countries.
Seafood is the largest single food commodity exported by
Canada. The overall quantity of fish and seafood exported in
2008 was approximately 632,000 metric tonnes, and the value
of these exports increased by 0.5% compared to 2007.
More than half of Canadian fish and seafood exports are
destined for the United States. The value of exports to the United
States was up by about 2% last year to more than $2.4 billion,
with the overall volume of exports remaining stable at around
328,000 tonnes.
The European Union is a significant market, importing $489
million, or about 14% of Canada’s fish and seafood products.
Japan remains Canada’s third largest trading partner, with
exports worth $294 million last year. China is in fourth place
with exports increasing to $259 million in 2008.
Canada’s four most valuable exports by species were lobster,
crab, salmon and shrimp. These species account for 46% of all
fish and seafood exports by volume and 65% of the value.
Lobster remains number one, with exports approaching a billion
dollars.
In 2008, the largest Canadian exporting provinces of fish and
seafood were British Columbia (24% of Canadian exports), Nova
Scotia (23%), Newfoundland and Labrador (22%), New
Brunswick (20%), Quebec (6%), and Prince Edward Island (5%).
BC led the country last year in fish and seafood exports, with
a total value of $910.9 million. The three most important species
exported from BC in terms of value were farmed Atlantic salmon
($334.5 million), hake ($65.6 million) and crab ($55 million). 0

JAKOBSEN

ASSOCIATES
C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes
K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com

Swine flu? A Panic Stoked In Order to Posture And
Spend ~ Simon Jenkins inThe Guardian, April 29, reprinted with permission

W

e have gone demented. Two Britons are or were (not
very) ill from flu. ‘This could really explode,’ intones a
reporter for BBC News. ‘London warned: it’s here,’
cries the Evening Standard. Fear is said to be spreading ‘like a
Mexican wave’. It ‘could affect’ three-quarters of a million
Britons. It ‘could cost’ three trillion dollars. The ‘danger’,
according to the radio, is that workers who are not ill will be
‘worried’ (perhaps by the reporter) and fail to turn up at power
stations and hospitals.
Appropriately panicked, on Monday ministers plunged into
their Cobra bunker beneath Whitehall to prepare for the worst.
Had Tony Blair been about they would have worn germ warfare
suits. British government is barking mad.
What is swine flu? It is flu, a mutation of the H1N1 virus of the
sort that often occurs. It is not a pandemic, despite the media
prefix, not yet. The BBC calls it a ‘potentially terrible virus’, but
any viral infection is potentially terrible. Flu makes you feel ill.
You should take medicine and rest. You will then get well again,
unless you are very unlucky or have some complicating
condition. It is best to avoid close contact with other people, as
applies to a common cold.
In Mexico, 2,000 people have been diagnosed as suffering
swine flu. Some 150 of them have died, though there is said to be
no pathological indication of all these deaths being linked to the
new flu strain. People die all the time after catching flu, especially
if not medicated.
Few people elsewhere in the world have been diagnosed as
having the H1N1 virus, most in America and almost all after
returning from Mexico. A couple from Airdrie who caught the flu
on holiday in Cancun are getting better. That tends to happen to
people who get flu, however much it may disappoint editors.
We appear to have lost all ability to judge risk. The cause may
lie in the national curriculum, the decline of ‘news’ or the rise of
blogs and concomitant, unmediated hysteria, but people seem
helpless in navigating the gulf that separates public information
from their daily round. They cannot set a statistic in context.
They cannot relate bad news from Mexico to the risk that
inevitably surrounds their lives. The risk of catching swine flu
must be millions to one.
Health scares are like terrorist ones. Someone somewhere
has an interest in it. We depend on others with specialist
knowledge to advise and warn us and assume they offer advice
on a dispassionate basis, using their expertise to assess danger
and communicating it in measured English. Words such as
possibly, potentially, could or might should be avoided. They are
unspecific qualifiers and open to exaggeration.
The World Health Organisation, always eager to push itself
into the spotlight, loves to talk of the world being ‘ready’ for a flu
pandemic, apparently on the grounds that none has occurred for
some time. There is no obvious justification for this
scaremongering. I suppose the world is ‘ready’ for another
atomic explosion or another 9/11.
Professional expertise is now overwhelmed by professional
log-rolling. Risk aversion has trounced risk judgment. An
obligation on public officials not to scare people or lead them to
needless expense is overridden by the yearning for a higher

CARBON from page 8
purchased (at a set price or by auction)
from the government, with no trading. It
might be better described as ‘cap-&-tax’,
with taxation only on emissions that exceed
the cap. The proceeds, again, might be
directed to reducing income taxes, or
financing ‘green’ projects such as mass
transit.
The Obama administration in the US is
still considering its approach to GHG
reduction incentives, although ‘cap-&-trade’
is most mentioned. It’s not clear whether it
will be politically acceptable to set caps, to
auction allowances, or to allow trading in
them. It has also been suggested that, if such
a system is introduced in the US, then there
will be an accompanying duty on imported
products which are not subjected to an
equivalent GHG emissions levy.

budget or more profit. Health scares enable media-hungry
doctors, public health officials and drugs companies to benefit by
manipulating fright.
On Monday the EU health commissioner, Androulla
Vassiliou, advised travellers not to go to north or central America
‘unless it’s very urgent’. The British Foreign Office warned
against ‘all but essential’ travel to Mexico because of the danger
of catching flu. This was outrageous. It would make more sense
to proffer such a warning against the American crime rate. Yet
such health-and-safety hysteria wiped millions from travel
company shares.
During the BSE scare of 1995-7, grown men with medical
degrees predicted doom, terrifying ministers into mad politician
disease. The scientists’ hysteria, that BSE ‘has the potential to
infect up to 10 million Britons’, led to tens of thousands of cattle
being fed into power stations and £5bn spent on farmers’
compensation. A year later, the scientists tried to maintain that
BSE ‘might’ spread to sheep because, according to one
government scientist, ‘the absence of evidence is not evidence of
absence’. The meat industry was wrecked and an absurd ongoing
cost was imposed on stock farmers with the closure and
concentration of abattoirs.
This science-based insanity was repeated during the Sars
outbreak of 2003, asserted by Dr Patrick Dixon, formerly of the
London Business School, to have ‘a 25% chance of killing tens of
millions’. The press duly headlined a plague ‘worse than Aids’.
Not one Briton died.
The same lunacy occurred in 2006 with avian flu, erupting
after a scientist named John Oxford declared that ‘it will be the
first pandemic of the 21st century’. The WHO issued a statement
that ‘one in four Britons could die’.
Epidemiologists love the word ‘could’ because it can always
assure them of a headline. During the avian flu mania, Canada
geese were treated like Goering’s bombers. RSPB workers were
issued with protective headgear.The media went berserk, with
interviewers asking why the government did not close all schools
‘to prevent up to 50,000 deaths’. The Today programme’s John
Humphrys became frantic when a dead goose flopped down on
an isolated Scottish beach and a hapless local official refused to
confirm the BBC’s hysteria. The bird might pose no threat to
Scotland, but how dare he deny London journalists a good
panic?
Meanwhile a real pestilence, Methicillin-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) and C-difficile, was taking hold
in hospitals. It was suppressed by the medical profession because
it appeared that they themselves might be to blame. These
diseases have played a role in thousands of deaths in British
hospitals—the former a reported 1,652, and the latter 8,324 in
2007 alone. Like deaths from alcoholism, we have come to
regard hospital-induced infection as an accident of life, a hazard
to which we have subconsciously adjusted.
MRSA and C-difficile are not like swine flu, an opportunity
for public figures to scare and posture and spend money. They
are diseases for which the government is to blame. They claim no
headlines and no Cobra priority. Their sufferers must crawl away
and die in silence. 0

Canada has already raised objections to
any form of ‘carbon duty’, saying that it
represents disguised protectionism, and is
inconsistent with trade law.
So we are waiting—to see what the
Americans do. Does the US have the
political courage to legislate a system that
would provide effective incentives to reduce
GHG emissions, or not? Will they introduce
a trading system which will provide yet
another opportunity for trading abuses?
So far, it doesn’t look as if any
government really has the political courage
to actually raise the cost of carbon
emissions to the point at which it would
actually make a difference, no matter what
system is used. Global warming is
progressing faster than politics. 0

COUNTING from page 8
1/500 of the total ballots considered,
the DEO must make an application
for a judicial recount.
• Application must be made
within six days after the declaration of
official results at the conclusion of
final count.

Voter turnout
The estimated number of eligible
voters in British Columbia at May 15
were 3,226,400 of whom 2,948,175
were registered to vote and 1,549,056
valid votes (52.54%) were counted
For the estimated preliminary voting
turnout by electoral district, see
http://www3.elections.bc.ca/docs/st
ats/Preliminary-Voting-Turnout2009.pdf. 0

Prepaid Paper Tickets to be Discontinued

Prepaid paper tickets account for one percent or less of all payments made on BC Ferries’ smaller coastal routes.
As a result, prepaid paper tickets will be discontinued on the majority of these routes as follows:
IMPORTANT DATES
June 1, 2009: Prepaid paper tickets will no longer be accepted as payment toward fares.
Tickets can continue to be converted to dollars on BC Ferries ExperienceTM Cards.
April 1, 2010: Prepaid paper tickets will no longer be accepted for conversion to BC Ferries ExperienceTM Cards.
For conversion purposes, prepaid paper tickets purchased prior to April 1, 2008 will be valued at the March 31, 2008 prepaid price.
NOTE: This notice does not apply to the following routes:
 Mill Bay-Brentwood Bay
 Langdale-Gambier-Keats Island
 Quadra-Cortes Island  Denman-Hornby Island
For more information on this change and the routes to which it applies, visit www.bcferries.com,
select Service Notices and your desired route. Questions? Please call 1 888 BC FERRY (1 888 223 3779).
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HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE

Jay E. Electric

GSA Auto Rentals

Jeff Edwards

Monthly Rentals
from $575*
Mention this ad & get
10% off first month’s rental.
* Rates subject to change.

Rent or Lease

Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Minivans

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599
- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

Servicing the Gulf Islands

Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

HELP WANTED
The Cardboard House Bakery on
Hornby Island is looking for a bread
baker for July and August. Related
experience required. Will provide
training in May and June and
accomodation till Labour Day. Send
resume c/o Helene Cregheur
1005 Carmichael Road, Hornby
Island BC, V0R 1Z0 or call 1-250-3352008 for more info, email
helene@hornbyisland.com

CE VAESE
N
A ROOFING
Ltd.

N

L

GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

Scrap Car,
Truck, Bus &
Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks, Garage Decks
and Roofdecks.
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788

FREE!

MARINE SERVICES

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198

S TANDING S EAM
M ETAL R OOFING

F OR W ATER
C OLLECTION S YSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

13,700 homes
3,300 yellow box
pick-ups &
1,750 online
readers

MOVED
HOMES
BE BOLD - GO GREEN

Character, Custom &
Contemporary Buildings

40+ buildings to
choose from
www.nickelbros.com

Serving Pender Island
and the
Southern Gulf Islands

250-629-3973
250-217-9500 cell
jay_r_e@shaw.ca

KLYNE
CONSTRUCTION
• Concrete forming and
framing
• House kit assembly
• Project management
• Renovations
• Boat access locations
welcome
• Serving Gulf Islands and
Vancouver Island

Al Klyne

250-539-9887

1-866-606-2237

alanklyne@telus.net

Hot Tubs

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Swimming Pools
Sales, Service, Parts

gulfislandspas.com

250-538-8244
Serving All The Gulf Islands
Insured • Licensed

Well Drillers
539-5252 or
250-478-6937

Issues That Must Be Addressed

environmentally
responsible sailing

www.islandmarine.ca

www.sailshare.ca
250-656-8646

WAHL MARINE LTD.

MOORINGS
INSTALLED •SERVICED
MAINTAINED

Chris West
Dive Services
250-888-7199
250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

FOR RENT
ISLAND
EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

REAL ESTATE

Stunning westcoast island 2 bedroom
home, also loft bedroom cottage.
$419,000. 1-866-477-7937

LTD.

Southern Gulf

House & Cottage Rentals
Pender Island Long Term:
Exceptional large rural lot, one level
home. 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
woodstove. $900.
Beautiful large lot; ocean views and
within walking distance of ferries. 2
bedrooms, 2 carports, new wood
stove. $1000.
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.

email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

sensitive groups or sectors and include flaring and fugitive
pipeline emissions.
Fish Farms – The government has licensed, but does not
supervise, open water netpen fish farms. They should be phased
out and only closed containment allowed.
Seniors’ Care Homes – A clear distinction should be made
between ‘assisted living’ and ‘residential care facilities,’
communities should be involved in establishing sufficient of each
type to meet local needs.
Run-of-river Hydro-electric Power – Environmental
review should be broadened and include cumulative effects. The
future effect on BC Hydro’s finances by contracts to purchase
power must be studied.
Energy Planning – An overall energy plan must be
developed for the province, and for exports and imports. BC
Hydro’s role in that plan must be clarified.
Greenhouse Gases – Plans and targets for GHG limitation
must be developed.
Carbon Offsets For Provincial And Local
Governments – Abandon this idea and simply charge carbon tax.
Cap & Trade – Apply accordin to the Western Climate
Initiative to non-fossil fuel GHG sources.
First Nations – A highly inclusive province-wide discussion
of the ‘new relationship’ proposals must be planned and started
immediately.
Local government – A revision of local government roles
and policies is needed, in particular, Bill 30. The Significant
Projects Streamlining Act and TILMA must be discussed.
‘Gateway’ Projects and Tanker Traffic – The Lower
Mainland gateway needs more public debate. The Kitimat
pipeline and coastal tanker traffic need reconsideration.
Vancouver Area Transportation – The role of a new
Port Mann bridge needs to be compared with alternatives, such
as rail transit up the Fraser Valley. Effect of such corridors on
urban and suburban development must be planned. Translink
must have effective local government representation.
BC Ferries – should once more become a Crown
corporation, and financed as part of the highway system,
resulting in reduced fares.
Industrial Development – The province should once
more give preferential treatment to local industry.
Resource Development – Tax or royalty preferential
treatment should be limited to early development phases.
Include gas and oil exploitation.

Ross Walker

250-537-9710

affordable - convenient - sustainable

1-800-774-1417

www.islandtides.com

The Carbon Tax – Project into the future, set a rate that will
actually affect the consumption of fossil fuels, decide what to do
with the proceeds, decide how to mitigate or compensate

• Docks • Moorings
• Ramps • Pile Driving

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

250-629-3660

NEW ROAD from page 3
9) Legislation and legislators: the legislature is the proper
place for debate, and legislators are the proper conduits for their
constituents’ information and opinions. It follows that
government action that limits the function of the legislature
invites disrespect for the government, its actions, its laws, and
the legislators themselves.
10) Legislation by itself is not evidence of accomplishment.
Enabling legislation must be accompanied by clear provisions for
accountability. Proscriptive legislation must be accompanied by
enforcement. Licensing involves a responsibility to supervise.
11) Legislators are accountable to and responsible for all their
constituents, not just those with whom they agree. Legislators
integrity must be unquestionable.
12) The needs of citizens: the needs of citizens vary
throughout their lifetimes, and it is the responsibility of
government to ensure that those needs are provided. Services
such as health care, education, personal security, the care of
children and the elderly, and the provision of physical
infrastructure, must be planned, adequately provided, and
guaranteed.
13) Local government: government must recognize and
respect the regions, cities, towns and communities of the
province, and must encourage a high degree of local autonomy
and responsibility in all aspects of government. Few government
functions are amenable to a ‘one size fits all’ approach.
14) Local autonomy must be accompanied by local
democracy, and encourage participation by all citizens in the
government of their community. This extends particularly to
land use, economic development and regulation, social justice,
and support for the underprivileged and handicapped.
15) Non-government organizations: non-governmental and
volunteer organizations must be recognized as an essential
element of the fabric of society and the community, and their
activities and sustainability encouraged.
16) The rights of citizens: The rights of citizens, as guaranteed
by the Charter of Rights, are fundamental to the successful
function of all levels of government. These rights are
accompanied by citizens’ responsibilities to contribute to the
government process, and to express their concerns when these
principles appear to be neglected or ignored.

On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications

FOR SALE

Water tanks, 1,000 litres per tank
with shut-off valve. 4’x4’ stackable.
$175 per tank. 250-539-9997

GETAWAYS
MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

Hospital Cleanliness – Cleaning staff should be identified
as health care workers and cleanliness targets designed and
enforced.
Private Forest Lands – should be regulated as forest lands
under provincial regulations, like other forest lands.
Land Use Planning – Reinstate regional land use plans,
process, and enforcement to provide control and predictability.
Delay environmental review on new projects until this is done.
Executive Salaries – Establish salary levels for provincial
government appointed officials and crown corporations, and
have them debated and approved as part of the budget in the
legislature.
Education Funding – Funding to school boards must be
restored; post-secondary funding must be increased, fees should
be frozen; student grants and loans improved.
Government Outsourcing – Provincial Auditor should
review major contracts to Maximus and Accenture and consider
returning the work to provincial civil service.
Public-Private Partnerships – Provincial Auditor should
review all these and all proposed public private partnerships
(P3s). Fold P3 office into Provincial Auditor office.
Freedom Of Information – Increase staff for FOI
requests and set response targets, with penalties if not met.
Legislative Sessions – Schedule these for at least 125 days
per year, with fixed dates.
Legislative Committees – Schedule and ensure complete
hearings on all legislation.
Ministry of Environment – Restaff enforcement and
research staff, park wardens and reconstitute review process.
BC Rail – Halt transfer of railway lands to CN; reconstitute
northern development fund.
Lobbying Legislation – Strengthen and make enforceable
in court.
Ambulance Services – Settle contract; provide clear career
path for new paramedics.
Provincial Budget – Needs immediate revision since
assumptions on which it was based have not turned out to be
acurate, or even close.
Child Care – Review number of cases and staffing,
implement recommendations of various enquiries.
Homelessness – Plan and execute program and involve
local governments throughout the province.
Provincial Pension Plan – Needs public discusion.
Minimum Wage - Raise to $10.
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Voting reform debate to
continue
The grassroots movement to change the way we elect our MLAs
has suffered a setback but the discussion will continue, its
supporters say.
‘In the weeks leading up the referendum, thousands of BC
voters engaged in this public deliberation about improved
representation, government accountability and how to make our
votes count,’ said Shoni Field, a former member of the 160member Citizens’ Assembly, which in 2004, recommended BCSTV as the best electoral system for BC. ‘Of course, we are
disappointed that BC-STV didn’t pass, but we are confident the
discussion does not end here. In addition to those who voted for
BC-STV, the opposition campaign repeatedly emphasized that
many of their supporters also want some type of electoral
reform.’
During the past few weeks, 7,000 people showed their
support for BC-STV by joining the campaign’s Facebook group
‘Yes for BC-STV.’ In addition, thousands of British Columbians
hit the streets working tirelessly for electoral reform in
communities around the province, knocking on doors, handing
out pamphlets and planting lawn signs.
‘We were pleased, in particular, to see so many young voters
say no to politics as usual, and call on older generations to
support a stronger democracy,’ added Field.
‘We are extremely proud of the impressive groundswell of
support shown by citizens of all political stripes, from all walks of
life and across all BC communities,’ said Bruce Hallsor co-chair of
the BC-STV campaign. ‘While BC will not be the electoral reform
leader we hoped it would be, we know the hard work of all our
supporters has not been in vain. The move to bring in a new era of
fairness and civility to Canadian politics will continue.’ 0

Photo: Brian Haller

As the days warm and the sun shines, gardeners, in the community and at home, are reaping
the rewards of their toil. Dinner Bay Japanese garden, honouring Mayne’s history of
industrious Japanese Canadians.

Island Lens by Richard Boyce
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Hidden Wetland In Plain Sight

L

ast Thursday I watched a group of 12 men in timber
cruising vests walk into the woods at the edge of the
highway between the Inland Highway and the Coombs
Junction, very close to the railway tracks. The next day I hiked
into the same forest to see what they were up to and noticed a
series of florescent pink flagging tape with the words ‘Timber
Cruise’. These plastic markers surrounded a particularly large
Douglas-fir tree but I wasn’t able to find any more anywhere else
in that portion of the forest.
Hiking towards the open water of Hamilton Marsh I
discovered a lush wetland forest, completely different from the
2nd growth Douglas-fir forest on the other side of the marsh,

Skunk cabbage and wetland forest Sitka
spruce
where the public accesses the viewing dock. The area I walked
through has an abundance of water pools, many of which are
connected by slow moving trickles of water, which seeped
throughout the uneven ground. Thousands of skunk cabbage,
with bright yellow blooms surrounded by bright green leaves,
thrust out of the rich soil, along with a wide array of wetland
plants.

I found a western red cedar with a DBH (diameter at breast
height) exceding one metre. I was surprised to find a significant
number of Sitka spruce trees, which are rare and endangered on
the east coast of Vancouver Island according to the Committee
on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada. Many of these
tall trees also had a DBH greater than one meter.
Somewhat to my astonishment, I found many large old
growth Douglas-fir trees, despite the fact that this species
generally likes to keep its roots dry. These ancients flourish on
mounds of soil surrounded by pools of water. Throughout the
forest, hemlock trees of every size grow in abundance along with
creek dogwood, ninebark, salmonberry, and wild cherry. This
wetland forest has many of the characteristics of an old growth
forest, with multi-layered canopy; multi-aged trees, and multiple
species of trees.
As I neared the open waters of Hamilton Marsh the ground
became wetter, and the trees became much smaller, and
appeared stunted in their growth. They were clustered together
in very dense clumps, and the Douglas-fir disappeared entirely.
A few pine trees appeared, and the creek dogwood became so
dense that I turned back and headed for the railway following an
old logging track, as indicated by the parallel ruts that wove
through the forest. I came upon many giant stumps from a time
when the trees were hand-cut with a straight saw, using planks
to elevate the loggers above the flared butt of the trees.
As I walked back along the railway tracks I was reminded of
the root cause of the private ownership of this magnificent forest.
After all, it was the provincial and federal government who gave
Robert Dunsmuir, a coal baron and the richest man in British
Columbia at the time, 2 million acres of land in exchange for
building a railway on Vancouver Island back in 1884. The land
was sold-off and as a direct result the southeast coast of
Vancouver Island has practically no public land. Today parks
make up less than 3% of the landmass on the south-east of
Vancouver Island, despite claims by the BC government that 12%
of the province is park equally distributed throughout the
province.
Brookfield Asset Management now owns the land around
Hamilton Marsh. It plans to log and flog this land as real estate
through Island Timberlands. However, the railway is dilapidated
and does not serve the public, which was the reason for the land
gift in the first place.
Island Timberlands’ Public Relations Director, McKensie
Leine responded to inquiries stating: ‘There is a Wildlife /Danger
Tree Assessor Course going on right now. The class was doing
the practical portion of the training and using the area to learn to
assess danger trees.’
Meanwhile negotiations with conservation groups and the
Regional District of Nanaimo have reached an impasse and
Island Timberlands logging and development plans stand ready
to move into action. 0

