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Trust area to
Holly Arntzen and the ‘Saltwater Singers’ children choir sing for a park at the enactment of the Gulf Islands National Park Reserve on
be excluded
May 9 in Victoria. Federal Ministers David Anderson and Sheila Copps on right.
from working
North & South Pender forest?
Federal government and BC sign
fire departments merge
agreement on establishing
National Park Reserve
Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

On May 9 in Victoria, federal Minister of the
Environment David Anderson, Canadian
Heritage Minister Sheila Copps, provincial
Minister of Water, Lands and Air Protection
Joyce Murray and Saanich Gulf Islands MLA
Murray Coell signed the Agreement which
brings the Gulf Islands National Park Reserve
into being.
The Gulf Islands National Park Reserve is
the ﬁrst new national park established under
the Government of Canada’s Action Plan to
create ten new national parks and ﬁve marine
conservation areas in next five years. Gulf
Islands National Park Reserve of Canada was
made possible, in large part, through lands
purchased and donated since 1995 under the
joint Canada-British Columbia Paciﬁc Marine
Heritage Legacy program. The goal of the
park is to protect small island ecosystems, as
well as representative examples of headlands,
shorelines and uplands of larger islands.
This new national park reserve, with a total
area of approximately 26 km2 in the southern
Strait of Georgia, is spread out over 29 sites on
15 islands and includes over 30 islets and

reefs. Lands will be transferred to Canada
from provincial parks, ecological reserves,
Crown lands and a regional park transferred
from the Capital Regional District. An very
important role was also played by land
conservancies and trusts in acquiring lands for
protection. The federal government has also
pledged to continue to acquired land within a
designated core area for the national park
reserve.
In the face of development pressures
created by the proximity of major urban
populations, Gulf Islands National Park
Reserve is being created just in time, says the
federal government, to ensure protection of a
signiﬁcant portion of the islands’ ecological
integrity and to contribute to conserving
unique cultural values. It will also represent
the Strait of Georgia Lowlands Natural
Region. Twenty-six of the 39 natural regions of
Canada are now represented in the national
parks system.
The Government of Canada has committed
$16 million over the next ﬁve years to establish
NATIONAL PARK, please turn to page 7

The signing on May 20 of a new agreement between
the North Pender Island Fire Protection Society and
the South Pender Island Fire Protection Society has
created an operationally integrated volunteer fire
department to provide ﬁre protection services to both
North and South Pender Islands under a single
operational command structure. The North Pender
Island and South Pender Island Volunteer Fire
Departments will continue to operate
administratively under their respective Societies and
Chiefs, but operational control over the combined
personnel and equipment of both Departments will be
exercised by Chief Steve Windsor of North Pender
Island.
Chief Mike Dine of South Pender Island becomes
Assistant Chief in the integrated operational
command structure. The South Pender Island Fire
Hall will be referred to as Fire Hall #3 for operational
purposes.
The signing of this agreement is the culmination of
negotiations between the boards of the two Societies
and consultations with Society members. The
Presidents of the two Societies, Dave Wightman and
Cy Putt, said that both Boards are extremely pleased
with this new arrangement.
They believe that the two Pender Islands will

The Islands Trust has submitted a
formal response to the province’s
Working Forest Initiative Discussion
Paper. The Islands Trust Council has
requested that Crown lands in the
Trust Area not be included in the land
base for the proposed Working Forest.
‘We believe the Working Forest
Initiative conﬂicts with our provincial
mandate to preserve and protect the
Trust Area and its unique
environment and amenities,’ said
David Essig, Chair of the Islands
Trust Council. ‘By making forestry the
default land use on Crown lands,
other values could be easily
overlooked. While we support
sustainable forestry, our studies
indicate that forestry is not
particularly significant to island
economies. They are highly
diversiﬁed with a low dependency on
primary industry. We believe Crown
lands contribute to island economies
in more important ways. They are
particularly important to the
aesthetics of the region, which

FIRE DEPARTMENTS, please turn to page 2

FOREST, please turn to page 2

Porpoise deaths attributed to
naval exercise ~ Friends of the San Juans

Military ship, whalewatchers and ‘J-pod’

The Center for Whale Research in Friday
Harbour reported that a half dozen harbour
porpoise have washed up dead off the coastal
waters of Washington and Canada. The
Navy’s Monday, May 5, mid-sonar testing off
the San Juan Island is being investigated as
potential cause of death. This comes at a time,
ironically, when the US Navy is seeking
congressional exemptions from the US Marine
Mammal Protection Act and the Federal
Endangered Species Act which protect the
porpoise and other marine mammals such as
orca and minke whales.
On May 5, the US Navy guided missile
destroyer Shoup DDG 86 conducted sonar
operations for ﬁve hours in the Strait of Juan
de Fuca and in Haro Strait off Vancouver
Island, creating what experienced observers

called one of the most obvious displays of
marine mammal distress ever seen, anywhere.
The terrorized whales and porpoises in the
region could not escape the intense midfrequency (3kHz) long duration ‘pings’ from
the ship’s SQS 53C sonar. The carcasses of the
‘coincidentally’ stranded Harbour porpoises
have been collected for forensic examination
for acoustic pressure trauma (bleeding in ears
and brain). Harbour porpoises are blue-listed
as ‘vulnerable’ in BC.
By chance, the 22 killer whales of ‘J Pod’
were in Haro Strait at the time of the sonar
operations. Observers noted that they
abruptly stopped their feeding and gathered
in a tight group to swim close to shore at the
surface for the duration of the sonar exercise.
PORPOISES, please turn to p age 6
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Island Marine Construction
Floats • Ramps • Moorings • Pile Driving
Ph:

250-537-9710 Fax: 537-1725
www.islandmarine.ca

CONCRETE & AGGREGATE DIVISION
Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C. V84 2A6

Vancouver Island’s Largest

‘in stock’ solid wood
furniture store

Pine, Oak & Birch Furniture
Knock Down or Fully Assembled
TAKE IT HOME TODAY!
TEL/FAX:

250-595-2800

1721 Hillside @ Shelbourne,Victoria
Independently Owned & Operated

www.pinetree-furniture.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
Sandstone Quarry
Application - Mines Act
A public information meeting will be
held on
Thursday, June 19, 2003,
at Galiano South End Hall
at 7pm
Regarding a proposed Sandstone
Quarry located at
District Lot 14, Cowichan District,
Galiano Island

Norman Edward Brown 1911-2003
Norman Brown died in Lions Gate Hospital on May 9th, 2003, a past chairman or president of several bodies including the
three days before his 92nd birthday. He was lucid to the end, Institute of Chartered Secretaries and Administrators
but he just all wore out at once.
(recipient of Distinguished Professional Service Award) and
He was born in Weymouth, Dorset, England in 1911, and the Vancouver Chapter of the Financial Executives Institute
was educated at Thomas Hardye School and the old Edward (President, 1968/9).
VI Grammar School in
In recent years, he was
How the British Won the War
Dorchester. While training in
instrumental
in
the
municipal finance and as a
formation and management
Patrick Brown
Chartered Accountant, he In my late father’s archives, I found a letter that illustrates of the Lionsview Seniors’
moved to Kingston-on-Thames without any doubt why the British won the World War II. It’s Planning Society, the North
at the age of 19. There he met absolutely apparent that the enemy could not decipher British Shore Discover Choices
Irene Lilian Lewis (Bill). They communications.
Society (peer counselling for
married in 1935 and prior to the
As an example of these communications, the letter below, seniors), the Elizabeth
Second World War Patrick was is reprinted in its entirety. It was typed on a 4 1/2” X 7” piece Foundation (White Rock),
born, in Taunton, Somerset. of air mail paper, using both sides (there was, I gather, a the Capilano Community
Daughter Penelope was born in shortage of paper at the time). Twatt is the location of a small Services Society, the North
Ainsdale, Lancashire, in 1942, naval air station in the Orkney Islands.
Shore Foundation, and
soon after the house was
other organizations in
demolished by a land mine from: The Director of Stores, 2, 4, & 6 Bainbridge St., W.C.1
Surrey and on the North
to:
The Rear Admiral, Naval Air Stations, Lee-on-Solent.
(fortunately without injury).
Shore.
Early in 1939 Norman copy to:- The Commanding Ofﬁcer, R.N. Air Stations, Twatt.
His youthful commuting
volunteered for the Royal Navy N.S. Air 2859/25 February, 42/ B.15469
to school in Dorchester
and was mobilized in August
implanted a lifelong
R.N. Air Station, Twatt: Furniture, etc., for.
1939 as a junior officer. He
With reference to his letter dated 10th February, 1943, No. interest—some would say
spent the winter on Atlantic 1054/4 the Rear Admiral is informed that in reply to his letter obsession—with railways.
convoys including the first dated 7th December, 1942, No. 1054/4 arrangements for the He never forgave Margaret
Canadian Troop Convoy and supply of chairs for the Gymnasium at R.N. Air Station, Twatt Thatcher
for
her
saw action at Narvik and in the were communicated in Admiralty letter dated 24th December, privatization of British Rail.
Mediterranean at Oran, West 1942, - N.S.Air/2859/42/46635.
He also left a collection of
Africa. Transferred ashore he
2. It is observed however that in his letter dated 7th six thousand slides from his
formed the Liverpool support December, 1942, the Rear Admiral refers to Commanding extensive travels.
command in the Battle of the Ofﬁcer, Twatt’s letter No.6550/81/2 of 23rd November, 1942,
His wife Bill died
Atlantic, before being again whereas the letter demanding the chairs was numbered suddenly in 1971. He leaves
transferred to the Fleet Air Arm 6551/81/2 of the same date and forwarded with N.A.N.A.S. his son Patrick (Eileen) and
in the administration of Naval No.8518/1013/43 dated 1st December, 1942.
daughter
Pene
Air Stations ( a letter saved
3. If other correspondence is referred to it is requested that Hollingworth (Doug); four
from that period is reprinted copies may be forwarded as Commanding Ofﬁcer, Twatt’s grandchildren, Elizabethhere).
letter 6550/81/2 dated 23rd November, 1942, cannot be Anne Chambers (Jeff),
In 1943 he joined the British traced.
Camilla Brown (Rick
(Sgd.) H.E. Waters
Admiralty Delegation in
Schmohl),
Shannon
Washington D.C. as part of the Naval Air Lend-Lease Hazelton (Andy), and Drew Hollingworth (Nadera); along
programme. He retired from the Navy in 1946 with the rank with eight great-grandchildren, Alyssa, Hannah, Hayden,
of Lieutenant-Commander.
Cole, Kayla, Max, Shaneika, and Ella.
Coming to Canada in 1947, he pursued his career as
A Memorial Service took place on Tuesday, May 20th, 2003
chartered accountant, ﬁnancial executive and management at St. Christopher’s Anglican Church in West Vancouver. In
consultant, in professional practice, public ﬁnance and industry. lieu of flowers, donations could be made to the British
Active professionally and in volunteer endeavours he was Columbia Lung Association.
PSEB

Above the law? ~ Patrick Brown

FOREST, from page 1
supports tourism. Crown lands are also signiﬁcant resources
for water supply protection, ecosystem conservation and
recreation. For these reasons and others, we are requesting that
Crown lands in the Trust Area be excluded from the proposed
Working Forest land base.’
Information on the Working Forest is available @
www.gov.bc.ca/rmd/workingforest/index.htm The Islands
Trust response is available under ‘News’ on the Islands Trust
website. ✐
FIRE DEPARTMENTS, from page 1
receive a higher standard of ﬁre protection and ﬁrst response
as a result of integration. A total of 3 ﬁre halls, 9 vehicles and
41 volunteer ﬁreﬁghters will be available for ﬁre protection on
both Islands.
As discussed and endorsed at the North Pender annual
general meeting this year, operational integration is the ﬁrst
step towards the objective of complete amalgamation of the
two Societies sometime in the future. Amalgamation will
depend upon the two Boards ensuring that tax rates do not
increase and that the membership of each society is in
agreement with the creation of a single Fire Protection Society.
For now however, both Societies remain financially
independent and responsible for the administration of the
personnel and assets of their respective Fire Departments.
For further information contact Dave Wightman, 629-3415
or Cy Putt, 629-3269. ✐

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

For further information contact
Helgi Sigurgeirson at 250-629-3778

Anyone interest in this
application is invited to attend.

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

This session of the provincial legislature, with its rapid-ﬁre
approval of bills by a 77-seat Liberal majority, has seen an
increasing tendency to pass legislation that speciﬁcally bans
consideration by the courts.
The courts have not yet had an opportunity to express
themselves on this trend, since the ﬁrst example, Bill 29 (2002),
the Health and Social Services Delivery Improvement Act, led to a
negotiated compromise recently. The union involved,
representing health care workers whom the government
wished to privatize, had brought an action against the
government, despite Section 18 of the Act, which stated, ‘No
Action for damages or compensation may be brought against
the government or any person because of this Act.’
A very similar clause is written into Bill 9 (2002), the Medical
Services Arbitration Act, another piece of legislation dealing
with collective bargaining.

The Forestry Revitalization Act
Obviously emboldened by its success in avoiding court action,
the government decided to avoid it next in the Forestry
Revitalization Act, Bill 28 (2003). This act gives the government
the power to repossess a proportion of allocated forestry
tenure from the major forest companies, in return for giving
‘greater certainty’ to their tenure over the remainder.
The government has reportedly budgeted $250 million for
compensation to the forest companies. They clearly intend to
keep the upper hand in any negotiations.
Section 7 (3) of the Act reads: No action lies, and an action
or other proceeding must not be brought or continued, against
the government for compensation
(a) arising out of this Act
(b) because of any of the things speciﬁed in or under this
Act, or
(c) because of any of the things speciﬁed in or under this
Act in combination with any or all of the other things speciﬁed
in or under this Act … in an amount that exceeds the amount
limited under subsection (2).
In case you were wondering, subsection (2) reads:
‘The compensation to which the holder of an ungrouped
licence, a timber licence or of a licence in a group of licences, is
entitled under section 6 is limited to the amount of
compensation determined in relation to that licence under this
Act … generally, the value of the harvesting rights reduced, as
determined under the regulations.’
The government is saying to the licence holders, ‘Tough
beans,’ and to the courts, ‘None of your business.’ We can only
guess what the results will be.
LEGISLATION, please turn to page 11
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A Slight Tendency to Tinker

New VHES house in Sidney ~ Patricia Fitzgerald

Patrick Brown
A legislative committee has unanimously
endorsed the appointment of Dr. Jack Blaney
as the chair of a Citizens' Assembly to
recommend a future voting system for the
election of MLAs. The Assembly, initially
recommended by longtime BC politician
Gordon Gibson Jr, will make a
recommendation which can be put to the
voters in referendum form at the same time as
the next provincial election, May 17, 2005, for
possible implementation in the following
election in 2009.
The Assembly will have representatives
randomly selected from the voters’ list, two
from each of the province’s 79 ridings.
Politicians and local government ofﬁcials will
not be eligible. It will hold hearings around
the province and will consider such options as
various types of proportional representation
(such as that proposed by the Pro-Rep
campaign last summer), preferential voting
(used once in BC in the dim distant past),
runoff votes, ‘first-past-the-post’ (currently
used), and other variations.
The structure of the Assembly, while based
on Gibson’s report, was slightly tinkered with
during its consideration by the government.
The net result is that it is bigger, more
expensive, and may take longer (though it still
must meet its deadlines), but the principles are
essentially untouched.
Gibson had recommended one member
from each riding, with the chair having power
to select a further 21; the government’s ﬁnal
terms of reference say two per riding, with no
options available to the chair, a total of 158.
As recommended by Gibson, the names of
prospective members will be drawn from the
provincial voters’ list, with the draw
‘stratified’ by age, gender, and electoral
district. Regional selection meetings will be
convened for those people selected who are
interested in participating. Gibson had
recommended that members should be
elected by these meetings, but the government
preferred a totally random selection from each
group, in order to avoid any taint of
electioneering.
The larger number, it is said, should ensure
that the Assembly is totally representative of
BC’s population. (It is interesting that the
legislature, elected by a ‘ﬁrst-past-the-post’
system in 79 ridings, is held to be totally
representative, however the government,
asked to design an Assembly that is ‘totally
representative’ of BC’s population, chooses a
purely randomized system!)

Mandate
The government made no changes to Gibson’s
recommendations for the mandate: that it
should be limited to the voting system, that it
should consider the potential impact on the
total political system if the electoral system is
changed. Any new model recommended by
the citizens’ assembly must be consistent with
the Constitution of Canada and the
Westminster parliamentary system. Finally, if
the citizens’ assembly recommends a new
model, it must recommend only one such
model and provide a detailed explanation of it
in the ﬁnal report.

Establishment and Reporting
Gibson had recommended that the citizens’
assembly should be established by a speciﬁc
action of the legislature (i.e., legislation or
motion), and that it should table its report
with the Speaker. The government, pointing
out that the assembly is a creature of the
government, proposed that it provide its
report to the attorney general but that it will
also have the power to release it publicly at the
same time.
The budget would also be within the
department of the attorney general; Gibson
felt that it should be under the legislature.
Blaney has already pointed out that the
budget, increased from an initial $4.5 million
to $5.5 million because of the doubled
membership, may still be inadequate.

Gibson recommended that the citizens’
assembly should report between October and
December 2004, to permit sufﬁcient time for
debate leading up to a referendum, if needed.
It might also issue interim reports to a special
committee of the legislature.

Eligibility
Using the Jury Act as a guide, Gibson
recommended that certain groups should be
ineligible, including anyone who is:
• Not a Canadian citizen.
• Not resident in British Columbia.
• Under the age of majority.
• A member or ofﬁcer of the Parliament of
Canada or of the Privy Council of Canada.
• A member or ofﬁcer of the legislature or
of the executive council.
• A judge, justice or court referee.
• A person convicted within the previous
ﬁve years, or currently under charge, for an
indictable offence.
He added to those ineligible:
• Candidates for membership in the
legislative assembly at the last general
election.
• Immediate family members of such
candidates, or of sitting MLAs.
The government decided that those
charged with or convicted of an indictable
offence should not be made ineligible. But it
excluded others:
• Members of a local government,
including a school board or a park board.
• Candidates in the last two federal,
provincial, municipal or regional district
elections.
• Official representatives or agents of
candidates mentioned above.
• Current ofﬁcers or ofﬁcial representatives
of registered provincial political parties.
• Chiefs and band councillors elected
pursuant to the Indian Act and elected
members of Nisga’a Lisims Government.
The list of those ineligible based on
involvement in politics has been signiﬁcantly
expanded to ensure that, as far as possible, the
assembly is made up of individuals without
direct ties to organizations with a vested
interest in the outcome.

Through the generosity of Jeanette and Sandy
Santarelli, owners of the Frances Thibeau
House in Sidney, the Victoria Human Exchange
Society (VHES) is able to rent a second House
in Sidney for women and for short stays by
low-income/stranded Gulf Islanders. It will
open in June.
In recent months, we have often had to turn
away Gulf Islanders who ask for a night’s
lodging because the number of persons
needing monthly accommodation has grown
so much that our Houses are always full.
Persons who live in the Gulf Islands
sometimes need to be in town for medical,
educational and family reasons and cannot
always afford a motel or hotel. It has been
suggested that donations be made from the
Gulf Islands that would set aside a room in this
new house for stranded Islanders only.
If such donations are forthcoming, then we
will always be able to accommodate one single
or couple from the Islands. There is a separate
area downstairs which is fairly self-contained,
and which could be used for this purpose. We
charge only $10 a night single and $15 for a
couple, so we would certainly need donations.
Several Gulf Island women in need have
lived for days, weeks or months at another
VHES women’s house, Esther ’s House in
Victoria, which is supported by the Sisters of St
Ann.
VHES asks for volunteer help and for gifts
of furniture and goods for the new house and
thanks those who have already generously
donated their energy and goods.

Live Your Dream

Procedures

1.888.546.9663

Carmanah Forestry Society have begun this season’s day-trip rainforest tours. a great way to
look at big trees and beautiful wildﬂowers on Vancouver Island. Tours are on most Saturdays,
some Sundays, and special group tours can be arranged. Call Syd Haskell 250 381-1141 for
schedule and details. ✐

VHES
Founded in 1992, the Victoria Human
Exchange Society, is a grassroots group which
looks on itself as ‘a family of friends.’ The
society works by promoting and supporting
shelters for the homeless. Anyone can become
homeless/unemployed overnight these days.
Without an address and a phone number,
people cannot effectively begin to seek
employment.
The society rents houses from sympathetic
landlords and welcomes poverty-afflicted
persons who live at these houses until they are
able to survive independently. VHES currently
facilitates eight houses: Grandma’s House and
Bittancourt Manor on Salt Spring Island;
Frances Thibeau and Judy Thomas Houses in
Sidney; and Charlie Pyott House, Esther’s
House, Hope House and McGivney House in
Victoria.
Contact the VHES through the society
pager: 1-800-691-9366, or fax: 250-995-9239,
email:vhesvic@victoria.bc.ca,
grandmas@saltspring.com. ✐

About Judy Thomas

Chair

Rainforest tours

Men’s House Opened in January
McGiveny House open earlier this year in
Victoria due to the great generosity of the
Knights of Columbus. The house was named in
honour of the Knights of Columbus founder, Fr.
Michael McGivney who was always concerned
for the homeless and unemployed.

VHES is naming its new Sidney house in
honour of Cowichan native woman Judy
Thomas, occupant of their second Apple Seed
House in 1992-93, who passed into Spirit in
1998 in Duncan. Judy Thomas, a mother and
grandmother, belonged to the Cowichan First
Nations on Vancouver Island. Judy was a
woman plagued by memories of her childhood
experience in residential schools with
accompanying abuse. She struggled with
addiction and had some success when she
lived in Apple Seed House II. Judy, who had

Gibson had recommended that the chair
should be appointed by a special committee of
the legislature. This was rejected by
government as being too time consuming. Dr.
Blaney was nominated by the government,
and was approved unanimously by a special
meeting of the committee, which included Ms.
McPhail of the NDP.
Gibson also recommended that the chair:
• Is a non-voting member of the citizens’
assembly, with a casting vote in the event of a
tie.
• Chairs meetings and retains overall
administrative responsibility for the assembly.
• Is empowered to make decisions on
procedure.
• May select and supervise staff.
• May select up to four vice-chairs.
• Is to receive a salary equal to that of Chief
Provincial Court Judge.
These recommendations were accepted.
All of Gibson’s recommendations on
procedures were accepted. They included:
• Decisions of the citizens’ assembly may
be made by simple majority.
• The citizens’ assembly should be able to
expel a member for cause, as deﬁned by the
assembly, by a two-thirds majority vote.
• No replacements should be made for
members who withdraw or are expelled until
vacancies reach 25 per cent of total
membership.
• The citizens’ assembly should be
required to consult with British Columbia by
holding public hearings.
• Members’ expenses should be
reimbursed and members should receive an
honorarium of $150 per meeting day. ✐

been part of the so-called ‘Apple Tree Club’
who met under the Johnson Street Bridge in the
‘80s, made the effort to change her life-style
after a near death experience and for the sake of
her children.
Her daughter, Bobbie, was a troubled teen
on the streets of Vancouver facing Court and
prison. At Judy’s request, the VHES arranged
for Bobbie to live with her mother at Apple
Seed House II and attend school in Victoria.
Bobbie is now a nursing assistant and
pursuing medical studies. Her two daughters
are in private school. Bobbie’s story witnesses
the fact that human beings can overcome
seemingly insurmountable obstacles if they
have ‘a little help from a family of friends.’

Cottage Water Treatment
Davnor

BioSand Filter
Effectively removes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

GIARDIA
CRYPTOSPORIDIA
BACTERIA
VIRUSES
IRON
MANGANESE
H2S–SULPHUR
TURBIDITY
ALGAE
from

$284.00

THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE

• Gravity or pressure systems
• Rain water, lake water, well water

CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

• Trojan UVMax, reverse osmosis
• Filters, parts, pumps
• Sales, service, installation

www.linwoodhomes.com

It all starts
with the
right soil

Other systems available

PRO STAR
MECHANICAL TECHNOLOGIES LTD.

250-383-4558 • Fax 250-383-6990

NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE

– Over 100 full colour designs –

320 Mary St., Victoria, BC

prostar@islandnet.com

www.prostarwater.ca

Look for Growell
at a local
garden center

Growell

www.growell.bc.ca
email: mail@growell.bc.ca

1-800-447-3247
1-800-44-SEAiR

SEAPLANES
Leaves Vanc. Airport
7:30am
11:30am
4:30pm

www.seairseaplanes.com

3 Scheduled Flights Daily

des: Port Wash, Lyall, Miners

5:30pm

des: Ganges, Thetis, Montague

Leaves Gulf Islands
8:00am
12:00pm
5:00pm
dep: Port Wash, Lyall, Miners

FREQU
EN
FLYER T
DISCO
UNTS

6:00pm
dep: Ganges, Thetis, Montague

Ganges Harbour • Montague Harbour • Port Washington
Washington
Lyall Harbour • Telegraph
Telegraph Harbour • Miners Bay

TM
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He Said, She Sang delivers intensity and laughs
Zorah Staar
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Southern Islands’
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& in Nanaimo
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‘Will we ever ﬁnd the one?’ So begins this set of relationship
tales told with a gal, a guy, a guitar, some gab, and a lot of guts.
I may be in the minority, but I hereby declare my bias in favour
of edgy and somewhat experimental music and theatre. This
bias was more than satisfied by the youthful duo who
performed ‘He Said, She Sang’ on Pender on April 26. And
they got me laughing too!
This extremely talented twosome is made up of Carolyn
Neopole and Matthew Payne, who’ve been touring the islands
with a show that originated through Theatre SKAM. It’s a one
hour experience alternating songs, monologues, and
interactions between multiple characters, and it held my
interest throughout.
Neopole did some acting and all the singing, in a
gorgeously strong voice somewhat like Sarah McLachlan’s but
deeper and huskier, and accompanying herself with sometimes
driving, sometimes gentle acoustic guitar playing.
And Matthew Payne showed great range, intensity, and
physical skill in his acting, beginning with a highly realistic
bungee jump (metaphorically and literally) deep into the
The ﬁrst historical mention of what we now call Laughlin
Lake is on the 1873 sketch for pre-emption of a 160-acre
property east of Retreat Cove. The Surveyor’s sketch (see
below) clearly identiﬁes Retreat Cove, Retreat Island, the creek
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Readers’ Letters
Things Could Get Worse!
Dear Editor:
If you think BC Ferries is getting old and frail, years ago I was
heading to North Africa from Spain and missed a turn, we
ended up going to Portugal by ferry instead.
In a line-up that extended into the town a man was asking
people if they had a lot of gas, when I asked him why, he
laughed and looked at my gas gauge, then put a green ﬂag on
my antenna, I thought it better not to inquire.
When the line began to move forward, we were held back
and despite my attempt to bribe anybody in sight, we were
not getting on this unseen ferryboat, after the whole line was
gone and out of sight, I accepted my fate and decided to
explore my new town for the night. As soon as my feet left my
car, the same man was back yelling at me to get in my vehicle
and follow him, which I did, then just around a corner and
down this rickety wharf was a boat, more like a barge really.
I was told to drive onto this ﬂoating contraption and park
on what appeared to be giant rollers, I was then told to leave
the car running and follow instructions, after a few seconds it
became obvious that my vehicle was to be the power source
for this crossing, mainly because I had more gas than anybody
else, the locals knew better and never took the ferry with a full
tank of fuel.
When we landed, I was given my fare back and some really
good pastry, I never did give him his ﬂag back.
Perhaps here in BC we could power all our boats in a
similar fashion, two Chevy pickups for a small ferry or a few
Mack trucks for the bigger ones, even the passengers could
help row, or in the case of a ferry full of politicians, the hot air
alone could ﬂoat us across any aquatic obstacle.
Robert Saint Amour, Surge Narrows

Re: Drop Working Forest Legislation, says Carr
Dear Editor:
‘Island Tides—News & Views from the Southern Gulf.’ Most if
not all ‘News & Views’ (May 8 edition) are as they were from
the ‘Green Talibans.’
On forestry matters you should consult the professional
foresters instead of the Green Party members
Steve Ocsko, Galiano Island

Leave It To Beaver
Dear Editor:
In a recent letter commenting on the new Laughlin Lake
preserve on Galiano Island, John Money from Saturna
expressed conﬁdence that it was man-made and asked, ‘who
created Laughlin Lake?’ Unfortunately, there is no simple
answer to the question. Shallow lakes in these narrow island
valleys come and go over the centuries. But they are helped
along in their life-cycle by the two great dam-building species,
Castor canadensis (the beaver) and its younger, more creative
(and more destructive) relative, Homo sapiens. Both have been
involved at Laughlin Lake, but most credit must go to the
beaver.

LAUGHLIN LAKE
PRE-EMPTION MAP

draining into the Cove and its source, labeled simply ‘lake’ in
the same location as the current Laughlin Lake.
In 1888 Walter Beal had 20 additional acres added to his
claim, presumably from the drainage of the lake for farm
purposes. But farms too come and go, and the trees which Mr
Money’s friend on Galiano recalls logging in or near the
present lake undoubtedly grew out of the swampy and
abandoned ﬁeld.
We don’t know when in the early twentieth century, the
beaver started to reclaim their old lake; but we do know that
Hugh Laughlin, who owned the property nearly a hundred
years later, did quicken the restoration process by building a
small dam near the outlet--a dam which the beaver have been
augmenting and improving ever since.
So the lake is back, currently being enjoyed by beavers,
humans—and a lot of birds (including a thriving colony of
Canada Geese, who squawk regularly above us as they make
their daily migration from the lake to the cove and back
again.)
Incidentally, just a short distance away from the current
Laughlin Lake, the beaver are busily at work building what
may be another lake, on property currently owned by Ron
Pither. But here too they are simply repeating a cycle. An 1888
surveyor’s record describes ‘the great beaver swamp’ and its
accompanying dam.
But when does a swamp become a lake, and vice versa?
The one thing certain is that the beaver, coming and going
from one place to another, have been changing the landscape
of the island far longer than the memories of even the oldest of
the old-timers—who in beaver terms are only newcomers
anyway.
(Those who want more detailed information on the human
history of the lake should check out Ken Millard’s article in the
December 2000 Active Page, ‘So When Was it a Lake?’).
Loren Wilkinson, Galiano Island

Our Neighbours To The South
Dear Editor:
For the past six months several of us on Waldron Island have
been meeting as an informal peace group. We thought it
would be wonderful to be in touch with like-minded folk on
the Gulf Islands.
If you can suggest someone who might be a contact,
perhaps you could give that person my email address
<carpet@starband.net> or hers/his to me. I don’t want to
clutter up your inbox with a long message, but if you wish to
know more about our group or about me, I’d be happy to
share.
Peter Alexander, Waldron Island, USA

chasm of love lost, wailing ‘I am a loser!’ all the way down.
Hands up all of you who have ever felt like a loser at love.
The mock ferry announcement from Neopole’s character drove
it home: ‘Attention: the Ship of Fools is now docking in Berth 2.’
The disparity between how we feel a lot of the time and how
we’re supposed to feel according to a beer commercial (as very
convincingly portrayed by Payne and Neopole) could make
anyone jump ship.
Payne’s character (or rather characters, since he artfully
played both sides of some conversations) took the audience
through a chronology of romantic experience, from two 6-yearolds playing ‘tongue chicken’ at the drive-in, to the nightmare
menagerie of too many nights at too many bars, with no relief
in sight.
Finally, he ends up at a bar where a singer-songwriter
(guess who) captivates him with songs of seeking and longing,
loving and learning, and for the ﬁrst time he feels like someone
else might actually understand him. At the very worst, it’s
comfortingly clear that ‘she can’t ﬁnd it either.’
HE SAID, please turn to page 11

Diogenes Lamp Shines on the Nat Park
Dear Editor:
It is hard not to be cynical in this brave new world. I took
Diogenes’ lamp to shine on the terribly important
proclamation of the new and marvelous ‘Gulf Islands National
Park Reserve,’ and this is what I saw in its light, at the tackily
splendid Laurel Point Inn.
At the rostrum sat ﬁve politicians, one Senator, two Federal
Ministers, and two Provincial Ministers, who had the two best
hairdos, by the way. At least one more Federal Member sat in
the audience, also expensively coiffed. A variety of senior
Parks Canada people, the ones who had actually done the
work, sat with ﬁxed smiles while their bosses took the credit.
The First Nations were represented, very politely trying to
appear as if they really did endorse more of their land being
moved further yet beyond their reach.
Other people with iron hair and plastic tags telling who
they were circulated importantly and talked into cell phones. A
catholic selection of the Gulf Islanders who had also done a lot
of the work sat with probably similar emotions as the Parks
Canada people. Two stuffed Mounties stood in the corners,
and there were lots and lots of terribly complicated video
cameras with their attendant elves.
Holly Arntzen led a chorus of children in song, and
Diogenes’ lamp showed the unblemished honesty in their
faces at least. They sang ‘The Salish Sea’ and some other lovely
songs from their CD. Careful listening to the words told more
about the actual Park than did anyone else. When they came to
‘O Canada’ the worthies at the head table and in the audience
mumbled along. Probably more people sing the anthem at a
hockey game than did on this occasion.
The Prime Minister then appeared on video, to congratulate
himself on his efforts. All ﬁve politicians followed, speaking
for an hour and a half in total, and their speeches were without
exception also wonderfully self congratulatory. Not one of
these people actually spoke about the park, where it was, what
it offered, or how it would proceed now that their mighty
labours had come to fruition. It was mentioned however that
Sheila Copps was on her way to a Yellowknife meeting to
pursue some ambition or other of hers.
The exceptions to this were references, sounding a bit like a
venal version of Carl Sagan, to the ‘billyuns and billyuns’ of
dollars that this park, and others, would inject into the
Canadian economy. Apart from the anticipated financial
windfall, there really was very, very little about the Park itself.
All then afﬁxed, with great dignity, their names to ‘The
Proclamation’ bound in a red parliamentary binder embossed
with the Arms of
Canada, and we broke
for coffee, danishes,
and small talk. About
half an hour later,
while the politicians
were still talking to the
TV crews and anyone
else who would listen,
I found the massively
i m p o r t a n t
‘Proclamation’
carelessly tossed on a
chair under someone’s
water bottle. Hotel staff
were casually moving
it about as they stacked
the chairs.
A lunch followed,
that I did not attend,
because the dog was in the car, and I did want to catch the
afternoon boat. The park really will be a good, no, a wonderful
thing. It will have many challenges, not the least of which will
be the impact on those who live on its fringes. Now that the
politicians have gone and probably forgotten it entirely, it is up
to Parks Canada, whose hearts are deﬁnitely in the right place,
and we who live here to keep it to its vision.
John Carlton, Pender Island

Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank

M

ay has to be one of the best months;
the perfume of rain-soaked lilacs,
new growth on the evergreens, roses
budded up, a whole parade of garden stars
getting ready to perform! We didn’t get to see
the total moon eclipse from our place on
Thursday night, a big fat wad of cloud hogged
the pertinent horizon.
We are just back from a week in
Guadalajara, Mexico, where we thoroughly
enjoyed all of the tropical ﬂowering trees and
other lush herbage as well as the totally
sublime pineapple, mangoes, watermelon,
papaya and etceteras! Common birds were
ravens, robins, vultures and hummingbirds,
along with others. Except for the ravens, each
of the bird varieties were slightly different in
coloration. It was a good trip even if it didn’t
serve the common northern dwellers purpose
of a shot of light and warmth in deep winter.
Yesterday, a great rolling rumble of thunder
accompanied one of the many squalls that blew
through. Our family in Prince George reported
not rain in their squalls but snow! ‘But, Mom, it
didn’t stick!’ Thank heaven for small mercies!

Tinkering about the Islands
Jurgen and Judith of the Tinkerers were here
over the weekend. Their nifty caravan parks
almost anywhere and they set up the outside
awning and tables and start to work,
sharpening an amazing array of shovels,
knives, saw blades, secateurs, any sort of
trimmer, cutter! I enjoy their expertise, their
traveling style and their obvious enjoyment of
their chosen life.

Celebrations
The Lions had a Pancake breakfast for Mothers’
Day and I heard it was very good and the café
had a brunch in honor of all of us Mothers.
May 31st is Gulf Islands Graduation Day for
ﬁve Saturna Island students: Jennifer Danyliw,
Katy Jones, Natalie Schlogl, Danika Surm and
Errol Bruce. These kids have spent all of their
school careers here, or almost all, and are well
known and appreciated in their community.
Congratulations and all the best to each and
every one of you, special in your own ways,
and to the families who love and support you.
The Gulf Islands National Park Reserve
became ofﬁcial on May 9. In a ceremony at the
Laurel Point Inn in Victoria, Sheila Copps make
the formal announcement that the Park
ofﬁcially exists. This means that the park is now
in the Parks Canada system and that
budgeting, building, planning are in the works.
By September we will have a warden on
Saturna, a man from Sandspit, Queen
Charlottes, who has no kids and knows how to
ﬁght ﬁres. About 20 Saturna Islanders went to
hear the announcement, especially invited
were those who have helped created the Park
by selling their land.

Lamb BBQ for Parks Canada
The Community Club sponsored a three lamb
BBQ for Parks Canada at our community park
at Saturna Beach last week. Parks, with Bill
Henwood in charge, was hosting a conference
for the Science and Management of Protected
Areas Association. About 179 parks people
from all over the world rode on a chartered
boat over to the old July 1st Saturna Lamb BBQ
site to share in Saturna hospitality and to
consider
‘making
ecosystem-based
management work in an island archipelago’that’s us on Saturna! All of the portable tents
belonging to local groups and all of the wooden
picnic tables were called into use. Set around
the perimeter of the huge old maple, the site
looked very charming with tables set, people
milling around and eating.

Dawn Wood, Community Club
chairperson, spoke about what it’s like to be a
Saturna Islander and how the community
works. Hugh Grasswick and Susy WashingtonSmyth, co-chairs of the Saturna Park’s Liaison
Committee, spoke about what it’s like to be a
small community impacted by a large entity—
Parks—during interim planning and after. On
the way over in the boat, the Parks people
heard from local biologists and a marine
biologist about the Gulf Islands. The guests
seemed pleased with our efforts, we did a ﬁne
job, well organized and cooperative, in our
own estimation and we earned a good bit of
money.

Successful Events or Eventful
Successes?
Recycling’s event of the year, the Garage Sale,
was a huge success. There were all sorts of
jokes at the gate as the big crowd awaited the
starting gun. It is fun to see what people choose
out of the array. The sale was well organized,
the staff cheerful. All proceeds went to the
ambulance service. The standing joke was if
you pay the asked for price the ambulance will
come right to your door, if you haggle the
ambulance will only come part way! Thanks to
all the volunteers who set up the sale, took
down and to all of us willing buyers!
The Saturna Volunteer Fireﬁghters’ Pig BBQ
was also a huge success. Tickets were sold out
by well in advance—this is getting to be a
scalper’s event! The food was wonderful, as
always. A whole pig bbqed is not a common
offering at restaurants and it is truly a lovely
way to cook pork. A small Islander, watching
the pig go round and round, cooking, said in a
loud voice ‘but where is the pig’s fur’! That
kind of observation assures you that this is not
a vegetarian meal! The kids love the event and
look forward to the Pig Party. They dance in
front of the stage, solo, or with family and later
with themselves. A good part of life on Saturna.
Thanks to all of the ﬁreﬁghters.
The May long weekend is the start of the
busy summer visitor season. All the public
accommodation opportunities— bistro, lodges,
restaurants, and bed and breakfasts—are full
on weekends and will stay open from now
until Labor Day or longer.

Up and Coming Soon
Parks and Recreation and the Small Boat Club
will sponsor a nautical and overland trek to
Taylor Point on June 1st. You can walk one way
and boat one way, or another combination.
Richard Blagbourne will be in command of the
Saturnita and needs 6 sturdy rowers, many
people are bringing their own rowboats,
kayaks, and other seaworthy conveyances. The
Campbell’s yacht, Anne Elizabeth, will lead the
nautical procession. And Ishbel Elliot will lead
the walking tour. The Saturnita will leave from
Lyall Harbor federal wharf. Contact Richard
and Ishbel for more info.
Edmund Coulter is soliciting all sorts of
talents from the community to entertain us on
Talent Night, June 21. Please contact Edmund if
you would like to participate.
The Women’s Club is hosting ‘Dinner at the
Community Hall.’ Held twice before, this
popular dinner is an opportunity for the
community to get together over supper and
visit. The dinner will cost $10 and will take
place on Thursday, June 5th at 6:30pm.
Motherload, a play about life with children
and present day courtship, starring Tanya
Dixon Warren and Michael Ferrais, is coming
to Saturna on June 7, at 8pm at the Community
Hall. Dixon-Warren has given Saturna stellar
performances over the years. ✐

Island Gifts Galore!
Treat Yourself—& Those You Adore
GALIANO
ART & SOUL CRAFT GALLERY, beside Trincomali Bakery. Galiano & BC arts & crafts. Galiano & Native
Art clothing (kiddie sizes, too).Work by local artists Keith Holmes, Matthew Schoenfeld, John Springer,
Ronaldo Norden… 539-2944 HOURS: Thurs/Fri/Mon: 10-3, Sat/Sun: 10–5, extra viewing 539-3075
IXCHEL CRAFT SHOP, opposite Daystar Market & Montague Marina location now open! New
Galiano ‘T’ and Sweat designs, gorgeous summer dresses, Dagoli sportswear, fabulous jewelry—
come for a look! 539-3038 HOURS: Hours: Fri/Sat, 10–5, Thurs/Sun 11-4, Marina: Fri-Sun 1–5
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The Thrasher Rock Parts Department
John Carlton

There is a Law of the Universe about spare
parts. ‘When something breaks, you never
have the right part, or the right tools; you will
put the spare in backwards, and be worse off
than ever. You are also likely to be drifting
onto Thrasher Rock, or some similarly awful
place.’
There is a solution to this: when you buy a
spare, install it now, not later when the
original fails. This accomplishes three things.
1. You will discover that you need a stubby
Phillips screwdriver, or left-handed bottle
wrench, or whatever, to undo that last screw
that is only two inches away from the
bulkhead. Since nobody sells tools at Thrasher
Rock, this is useful knowledge.
2. You will learn how to do the job in broad
daylight, in a relaxed environment, and you
will realize that the widget has a front and a
back, and that it only works one way. Your
audience will watch with admiration, and
may even bring you a beer. Attempt the
learning process off Thrasher Rock, and your
audience will look on in terror, and may even
bring you a lifejacket.
3. Since the old part, the one you take out,
now goes into a drawer to become the future
spare, you know that it ﬁts, and that it actually
is the right model, and that it works.
If your spare needs a special Allen wrench
etc. and this tool is not used elsewhere, tape it
to the spare. Put the spare where you can ﬁnd
it, maybe taped to the bulkhead adjacent to
where it will be needed.
The spares that you carry will have a lot to

do with the consequences of failure. If failure
will result in your death, or a wreck, or a tow
home, carry a spare. There are some things,
such as crankshafts, that although critical, are
difﬁcult to carry as spares. In cases like this,
your dinghy or life raft becomes the spare
part. With things that you can’t replace, make
sure that the item is as ‘bullet proof ’ as
possible, and if anything gets oversized, let it
be this type of component.
Look carefully for hidden and crucial small
vital bits. Some (many) electronics
manufacturers have a bad habit of hiding
power fuses inside their boxes of wonders,
and won’t mention this fuse in their usually
awfully-written manual. To make matters
worse, these fuses are commonly
geometrically different from standard.
This brings up another point about spares.
They have to be at least as good, and
preferably better than the part they back up. If
you have a 40lb Anchor, and if you also have
an 18lb lunch hook that you regard as a spare
anchor, you are fooling yourself. If your 40lb
hook drags or breaks, what use will it be
putting down a smaller one?
Maybe this summer there will be fewer
boats towed in, and fewer claims going
through the insurance companies. If this
happy state of affairs does come to pass, it will
be at least partly because we have become
smarter about our spare parts.
John Carlton, is a Pender Island Naval Architect
with long experience as a designer, ocean racing
navigator, and delivery skipper.

One-act play contest
Vancouver’s Theatre In the Raw has announced its third one act playwriting contest. The
company is looking for original, unpublished, 30 minute plays with no more than six characters.
Fee for submission are $25, ﬁrst prize is $150 and a dramatic reading or staging of the play.
Deadline for entries is September 30. More info is available by calling 604-708-5448 or emailing
mailto:titraw@vcn.bc.ca ✐

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that Rosemarie
Roemer of Salt Spring Island,
BC intends to make application
to Land and Water British
Columbia Inc. (LWBC),
Vancouver Island Region Nanaimo Service Centre, for a
License - License of
Occupation for the purposes of
a Commercial - Marina
situated on Provincial Crown
land located at Fulford
Harbour, Cowichan District.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is 1412168. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Senior Land Officer at
501-345 Wallace Street,
Nanaimo, BC, V9R 5B6.
Comments will be received by
LWBC until May 31, 2003.
LWBC may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website at www.lwbc.bc.ca
under
Current
Land
Applications for more
information.
Be advised that any
responses to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at Land
and Water British Columbia
Inc’s regional ofﬁce.
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Coffee Counter—IV ~ Peter Easthope
Olive: Reggie, you have a boat; did you ever
visit Forrest Island?
Reggie: Hmm … it’s one of the small islands
east of Sidney isn’t it. The bay was too shallow
for my keel but my
son
and
his
kayaking friends
have mentioned
stopping there.
Nice spot. Why do
you ask?
Olive: I’ve heard
that
it
was
purchased for over
seven
million
dollars and there
are plans for a
large
scale
development.

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

Java Jive—the Case for Discernment in Coffee
Coffee reached Europe and North America by
the 17th century. It was the Dutch who broke
the Arab hold on the trade with a coffee plant
smuggled out of the Arab port of Mocha in
1690. They founded the East India coffee trade
by taking the coffee tree to Ceylon (now Sri
Lanka) and forming their East Indian colony,
Java. As a result, Amsterdam became a trading
centre for coffee and the drink got a
nickname—Java (even put to music).
The global value of coffee is now second
only to oil. Indonesia is the world's second
largest producer of robusta coffee—a cheap
variety sold in industrial-sized cans and used
in instant coffee. The lowland forests where it
is grown are home to the country's last
remaining populations of wild Sumatran
tigers.
A consumer choice for high-quality, shade
grown coffee could help save this tiger and
populations of other species from extinction.
Prices paid to Indonesian coffee farmers
have been declining since 1989 when the US
left the International Coffee Organization. The

organization was formed by the UN to
balance supply and demand and ensure fair
prices.
An oversupply resulted and worldwide
prices for coffee dropped to historic lows even
as consumer prices continued to rise.
Since 1985, scientists say the land cleared
for coffee increased by 28% in Lampung
Province, the heart of Indonesia's robusta
coffee region. Almost 70% of the coffee
production occurs inside and adjacent to Bukit
Barisan Selatan National Park, one of a few
remaining strongholds of Sumatran tigers,
elephants and rhinoceroses.
In a paper appearing in this month's issue
of the journal Science, Timothy O'Brien and
Margaret Kinnaird of the Wildlife
Conservation Society show deforestation rates
doubled during periods of peak prices.
In an earlier study, the researchers showed
Sumatran tigers, elephants and rhinos avoid
forest boundaries by up to three kilometres,
which means deforestation quickly shrinks the
JAVA, please turn to page 8

Olive: Yes ... well, Forrest Island is in the Trust
Area and resort-like developments aren’t
consistent with Trust policy. To begin with,
the Trust Area is
meant
to
be
preserved
for
everyone’s benefit.
This sort of private
development
is
strictly for the
wealthy.
Reggie: I suppose
the breakwater and
blasting
and
dredging are to
accommodate big
yachts.

Reggie: It seems a little isolated for a marina.
Why would anyone invest so much money
there?

Pender Choral Society celebrated the re-opening of Carol Couchman’s (centre)‘That
Little Coffee Place’ after it cleared all CRD regulations recently. The song which
Carol participated in to the delight of the audience was, of course, ‘Java Jive.’

Reggie: Wow! Too pricey for my budget.

Olive: Theory is that it will attract the big
cruisers from south of the border.
Reggie: What would they build?
Olive: First, there would be blasting and
dredging to form a basin of several hectares.
Then a long breakwater to enclose the basin
and connect two small islets to Forrest. They
want more wave suppression dolphins than
the ferry dock at Otter Bay and a resort style
building. Even a water pipeline from Sidney!

Olive: 60 meters big! The dredging will
obliterate acres of foreshore habitat right by
an eel grass bed... and the sea life can do
without the disturbance and extra noise.
Reggie: That will be one less anchorage for
the local boating community. It’s a shame that
big money can push this sort of development
through when none of us living in the area
will beneﬁt.
Olive: A desecration to my way of thinking!
That is why we need to attend the next public
meeting in Sidney.
Reggie: Good idea Olive. How about if the
two of us take my car? ✐

PORPOISES, from page 1
The sonar ‘pings’ were so powerful (>200 dB
re 1 uPa) that they could be heard in air by
visitors along the shoreline of San Juan Island.
Marine biologist Lance Barrett-Lennard
commented, ‘Re: permanent damage to the
J’s: I think it’s a bit unlikely that the incident
caused immediate, catastrophic hearing loss
in the whales, based on their relatively normal
behaviour over the last few of days. There’s
no easy way to rule out a threshold shift type
loss however—the kind of hearing loss people
suffer gradually from exposure to industrial
noise (for example). For an animal dependent
on hearing like the killer whale, a slow
reduction in hearing sensitivity is likely to
have dire consequences in the long run.’
‘The US Navy is currently seeking
exemption from the Endangered Species Act

and the Marine Mammal Protection Act in
Congress, in part because they know they are
the most egregious of marine mammal
harassers and killers worldwide,‘ says the
Friends of the San Juans organization.
‘In March 2000, mid sonar Naval ‘testing’
caused 17 whales to go ashore in the
Bahamas. The Navy has known that their
sonar kills and injures whales at distances
well beyond the visual horizon, yet they
continue to exercise in inappropriate and
confined waters killing these innocent
animals.
‘We had hoped that after the Bahamas
event (in which at least seven whales and
dolphins were killed by the Navy sonar
testing) that the Navy would have learned
PORPOISES, please turn to next page below

Ptarmigan brings music to
Pender youngsters

PATRICK SMITH & THE MUSIC SCHOOL

Musician Patrick Smith’s vision is bringing
music to the young, old and disadvantaged in
the Pender Island community. For the past
two years, Smith, director of Ptarmigan Music
and Theatre Society, has offered a series of
musical workshops for school children
involving eight local musicians and visual
artists. Smith says ‘I want kids on Pender to
have the same opportunities as children in the
city.’ David Nickoli, Principal of Pender
Islands Elementary Secondary School
commented, ‘Our students have been given
such a great opportunity to explore their
musical aspirations under the direction of so
many talented and professional musicians.’
In addition to the Artists in the School

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on
• Homeowners • Farm
• Commercial • Bed & Breakfasts
A2 - 9769 Fifth Street, Sidney
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
7178 W. Saanich Rd, Brentwood Bay
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
www.seafirstinsurance.com

autoplan

program, Ptarmigan, as sponsor of the Pender
Island Community Music School, offers
instruments for free to students and is able to
subsidize the cost of musical instruction by
local musicians. Ellen McBean, who homeschools her two children, says ‘We are
receiving a tremendous gift from the
Ptarmigan Music Society. Many children we
know would not otherwise have the
opportunity to learn the joy of music. Our
boys are really excited about playing with a
group.’
On May 24 ‘The Lilac Festival’, a fundraiser
for the music school, will be held at the
community hall (see What’s On? page 5 for
details).✐
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Trust Council to meet on North
Pender in June

Town Hall
A Town Hall session, a popular, informal
dialogue between members of island
communities and the trustees, will be held on
Thursday from 1:30-2:30pm. Trust Council
encourages the public to come and talk over
issues, ask questions and make suggestions
about the work of the Islands Trust.

Business Meeting
The Business meeting will be held from2:45 to
4:30pm on Thurs, June 12 and from 8:00am to
2:00pm on Fri, June 13. Business Meeting

topics will focus on :
Island Sustainability Projects–Trust
Council will consider funding allocations to
local projects that build partnerships for
economic, environmental and social aspects of
island communities.
First Nation Treaty Principles–Trustees
will consider the adoption of principles to
guide the impact of Treaty Process and
agreements on island communities.
Vacation Rentals–Several local trust
committees are attempting to deal with
community concerns regarding the short term
rental of residential properties; a report will
outline response options.
Aquaculture–The Islands Trust is working
with various Provincial ministries to discuss
processes, and policies related to aquaculture
tenures and practices in the Trust Area.
Communication Strategy–Trustees will
review strategies to enhance public
communications.

Presentations
Persons or organizations wishing to reserve
time to present a formal delegation to the
Islands Trust Council at the beginning of the
Business Meeting on Thursday must receive
an appointment through the Executive
Committee. The Corporate Secretary should
receive the request, including the subject,
name and address of the speaker, at the
Islands Trust ofﬁce, 200–1627 Fort St., Victoria,
B.C.,
V8R
1H8,
email:
information@islandstrust.bc.ca or fax: 250-4055155 by 4:30 pm, Friday, June 6.
Ed’s Note: It will be interesting to see if the furor
provoked by Chuck Harris’ presentation about
holiday renting of homes (printed in Island Tides,
April 10 edition), has cause presentational ‘chill’
and if not—what we can get our knickers in a knot
about this time? ✐

NATIONAL PARK, from page 1
and operate Gulf Islands National Park Reserve and its
facilities, which will include a Parks Canada discovery centre.
In addition to the park, the Canadian government has
committed to establish a marine conservation area. Provincial
groups such as CPAWS and the Georgia Strait Alliance have
been working for years toward this goal.
National marine conservation areas (NMCAs) are marine
protected areas that are managed by Parks Canada. They
consist of highly protected zones surrounded by cooperatively
managed, multiple-use areas where activities such as
commercial ﬁshing and shipping would be appropriate. The
guiding principle is ecologically sustainable use. Waste
disposal, mining, and oil and gas exploration and
development are prohibited throughout these areas. ✐

PORPOISES, from page 6
from their mistake, but apparently somebody didn’t get the
memo,’ said Michael Harris, President of Orca Conservancy.
‘These are the loudest sounds ever created by humans, capable
of literally imploding the heads of whales and dolphins. These
porpoises killed off the San Juan Islands died a terrible death,
and our endangered orcas were subjected to the same
inescapable torture that day. We can only imagine what
damage it may have caused. The military is an important part
of this community; instead of seeking exemptions from
environmental laws, we need them to be part of the solution, to
work with us instead of against us in protecting our resident
orcas.’
‘In just this one day that we recently videotaped, the Navy’s
lethal sonar adversely impacted every marine mammal within
twenty miles of the ship, stated , ‘No wonder marine mammals
are stranding and their populations are declining. This is a
literal ‘no-brainer’ for the Navy and the whales.’
‘Bush has waged war against our oceans—there is no safe
harbor for our nations’ whales and porpoise, said Stephanie
Buffum, Executive Director of Friends of the San Juans. ‘By
gutting the Endangered Species Act in the name of National
Defense, the current administration is condoning the killing of
orcas, porpoise and other marine mammals.’ She
recommended contacting elected ofﬁcials to register opposition
to the amendment.
Ed’s Note: Reports are coming in from Islanders who saw strange
whale behaviour in Haro Strait on May 5. These folks might like to
get in touch with the Friends of the San Juans, PO Box 1344, Friday
Harbor, WA 98250, 360)-378-2319, fax: 360-378-2324. Or Ken
Balcomb, Center For Whale Research @ orcassurv@rockisland.com.✐

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

Mayne and Pender youngsters are taking part in an interactive workshop where
students will make three-to four-minute videos demonstrating their energy
conservation tips that will be entered into the ‘Get Smart’ Power Smart movie
making contest. Here a group start to work out how power smart their school is.

Follow the money
A newly revised edition of the Canadian Subsidy Directory is now available. The 2003 edition is
a complete and affordable reference for anyone looking for ﬁnancial support—new or existing
businesses, individual ventures, foundations and associations.
This publication contains more than 2,000 direct and indirect ﬁnancial subsidies, grants and
loans offered by government departments and agencies, foundations, associations and
organisations.
The Canadian Subsidy Directory is a comprehensive tool to help start up a business,
improve existent activities, set up a business plan, conduct market surveys, or obtain assistance
from experts in ﬁelds such as: industry, transport, agriculture, communications, municipal
infrastructure, education, import-export, labor, construction and renovation, the service sector,
hi-tech industries, research and development, joint ventures, arts, cinema, theatre, music and
recording industry, the self employed, contests, and new talents.
Ironically before you can get money you have to spend it! The Canadian Subsidy Directory
costs $49.95, to obtain a copy call: Canadian Publications: (866) 322-3376. ✐

‘What’s On?’
Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.1o to Promote your Event to
36,000 Readers from Tsawwassen to Victoria to Nanaimo
Thursday, May 22 till Sun, June 1

Saturday, May 31

Spring Sharpening Event
on Pender. Bring your
scissors, knives, garden tools
etc. to Jürgen and Judith’s
‘Tinkerers
Sharpening
Service”—second annual
benefit for ‘Tinkerers Travel
Jurgen & Judith
& Learn–Timeless Skills
Program’ • Driftwood Centre—look for the vintage brown truck
(sharpening on Mayne: June through October) • Info: 250-5392280, The Tinkerers’ home-base on Mayne Island • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Qualicum Beach Home & Garden Experience—featuring
gardens, homes, live music, artists, food and auction; funds go to
‘Poco a Poco,’ a Canadian Charitable Organization which ‘Little
by Little’ is providing medical care for children of the developing
world, mainly Guatemala •10am–4pm • Tickets: $15 @ Quadra
Foods, Quadra Island; Mulberry Bush Books, Qualicum &
Parksville; Laughing Oyster, Courtenay; Blue Heron Books,
Comox; Page Eleven Books, Campbell River; Falconer Books,
Harbour Mall, Nanaimo • Info: Dick Ring 250-752-0517 • IN
QUALICUM BEACH

Nora Morcos Photo

The next quarterly meeting of Islands Trust
Council will be held on North Pender Island
from June 1–13. Sessions will be open to the
public commencing on Wednesday, June 11 at
1:15pm. These sessions will include:
Strategic session (2:45-4:30pm, Wed, June
11)—The San Juan County Board of
Commissioners will join the Islands Trust
Council for a regular visit to review recent
accomplishments and planned activities. This
joint session will feature a update on the
proposed GSX Pipeline, Marine Stewardship
and recently announced National Park.
National Park Update (4:30-5:00pm, Wed,
June 11)—The Islands Trust will be actively
involved in the planning of the National Park
in the Gulf Islands. Parks Canada
representatives will review the upcoming
requirements for the park planning process
and creation of the National Park Steering
Committee.
Governance Renewal session (8:30am12:00pm, Thurs, June 12)—The Trust Council
is looking at Governance Renewal options to
better enable the Islands Trust to achieve its
legislated object and respond to island
community needs. This session will focus on
assessing options for legislative amendments,
governance restructuring and organizational
improvements.

Friday, May 23

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY,
BOB!

10th Annual Bob Dylan Birthday
Party: enjoy an evening listening to
or performing your favourite Bob
Dylan tunes (this year a day early
because of Morag’s wedding and Greg
Gammon’s performance at the
marina) • Galiano Community Hall •
Show starts at 8:30pm, Bob’s cake
comes out at midnight • Tickets: $5 at
the door • Info: Musicians call Gary
Cramer 250–539–9944 • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

Saturday, May 24
2nd Annual Lilac Music Festival—music, jamming, dancing
to live music, art show; performers include Zorah Staar, Patrick
Smith, Glen Biagioni, Pender Drum Circle, Jennifer West—
benefit for the Community Music School • Community Hall •
1–11pm (children’s performance in the afternoon, supper 4:306:30pm–pizza available or bring your own picnic, dancing 8pm) •
Info: Sandy Gauer 629-3067, Patrick Smith 629-6219 • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Thursday, May 29
World's Premiere of Living Things We Love To Hate
with Des Kennedy—Salt Spring Island Conservancy is hosting
this fascinating look at the slimy and surreptitious creatures
lurking in our gardens and homes filmed on Salt Spring and
Denman Islands—this 1-hour special for Discovery Channel will
first appear on TV next fall; author Des Kennedy, will introduce
the film and sign his newly revised edition of the book •
ArtSpring • 7:30pm, doors 6:30pm for book signing • Tickets:
$15, students $8 @ ArtSpring box office: 1-866-537-2102 (toll
free) • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, May 31
Galiano Conservancy Association Annual General
Meeting—Guest Speaker, author and journalist Stephen Hume,
will talk on ‘The Moral Imperatives of Stewardship’ • South
Galiano Community Hall, Pot Luck to follow at Galiano
Conservancy Association Office, on Sturdies Bay Road • 1:30pm •
All welcome, memberships available at the door • Info: 539-2424
• ON GALIANO ISLAND

Sunday, June 1
Pender Lions Pancake Breakfast—enjoy a great breakfast
while contributing to Penders medical clinic • ‘Memories’
restaurant • 8–10am • Adults: $5, 12&Under $2.50 • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Monday, September 1
Draw for Queen-size Heirloom Quilt Raffle—Pender Lions
and Quilters Circle benefit for purchase of an ambulatory blood
pressure monitor for the medical clinic • Draw at Community
Hall • Raffle tickets available all summer, $2 ea, 3 for $5, at Hot
Dog Saturdays (see below) • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturdays May, June & July
‘Hot Dog Saturdays’—Pender Lions fundraiser • Nu-ToYu: May 31, June 28, July 26; Lumberyard: June 14 & July 12 •
10am–2pm • Jumbo Hotdog $3, soda pop $2 • ON PENDER
ISLAND

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT
Only $26.75 • With photo, just $30.10 to
Promote your event to 36,000 Readers
from Tsawwassen to Victoria to Nanaimo
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Missile Defence - In or Out for Canada? ~ Peter D. Carter

C

anada is facing an important decision whether to
endorse the US in its new missile defense program
dubbed ‘Son of Star Wars.’
President Bush has given approval for the ﬁrst group of
interceptor missiles for the US missile defense program to be
based in Alaska and in operation as early as next year. The
shield is designed to protect the US from attack by nuclear
missiles including accidental missile launches from Russia or
China.
This month the US Ambassador to Canada said that Canada
was invited but not needed for the US missile defense project. If
Canada did not join, he commented, NORAD, the existing joint
defense program, might not be necessary.
Indications from Ottawa are that key politicians are in favour
of a move to accept the US plans. Liberal leadership frontrunner Paul Martin said in an interview this month that as
prime minister, he would commit Canada to becoming part of
the US missile shield.
Both Defence Minister John McCallum and Foreign Affairs
Minister Bill Graham signaled to reporters that Prime Minister
Jean Chretien’s government will soon deal with the issue at the
cabinet level. The ministers dropped hints that they favour
Canada joining the missile shield. Mr. McCallum has said that a
case can be made that missile defence ‘may be a good idea for
Canada.’

Existing Joint Defence-NORAD
Canadian/American Defence Co-operation existed informally
before it was officially sanctioned with the signing of the
NORAD agreement in 1958. At the height of the Cold War, the
North American Aerospace Defence Command (NORAD)
www.spacecom.af.mil was established so that the two countries
could share in the monitoring and defence of North American
airspace.
NORAD was initially designed to detect and warn of attacks
from long-range Soviet bombers (the DEWline), and later,
aircraft, missiles and space vehicles. The NORAD agreement
was last renewed in 1996.
However Canada declined to be a part of US missile defence
in the late ‘60s. That has been Canada’s position ever since

consistent with the US-Russia ABM treaty.

New Direction With New Missile Program
Meanwhile, US President George W. Bush has indicated that he
no longer supports the UN’s Non-Proliferation Treaty. The new
missile defense project would also have contravened the longstanding US-Russian anti-ballistic missile proliferation treaty,
had the US not abrogated it last year. Russia was not agreeable
to scrapping the ABM treaty. Dmitry Rogozin, head of Russian
parliamentary foreign affairs committee has said that Russia
might ignore START II and could reintroduce MIRVs onto
missiles in response. This is because the cheapest way for Russia
to maintain nuclear deterrence in the face of US missile defence
is simply to put more war heads on each missile.

Where Is The US Headed?
Nuclear Posture Review
Contrary to the principle and treaty of non proliferation the
Pentagon has undertaken a Nuclear Posture Review (NPR) that
broadens the role of nuclear weapons beyond their cold war
function of deterring a Soviet attack. According to the NPR, US
nuclear weapons will now target seven countries. Russia, China,
Libya, Syria, Iraq, Iran and North Korea. Situations cited in
which the weapons could be used include a war in the Middle
East between Israel and Iraq; military conﬂict between China
and Taiwan; North Korean invasion of South Korea; or
responding to what are vaguely referred to as ‘surprising
military developments.’

New Plans For Nuclear Weaponry
A US announcement in November 2001 stated that the number
of deployed weapons will be reduced from 6,000 to between
2,200 and 1,700 within 10 years. However most of these
warheads will not be destroyed but put into storage, from
where they could be reactivated.
Recent hearings in the US Congress reveal more information
on the Bush administration’s plans for nuclear weapons.
Despite the reduction of the number of operational weapons,
the most active weapons systems are to be refurbished and
research will go ahead into new nuclear weapons.
The main focus of the nuclear effort in the next 10 years will

be to refurbish warheads for Trident and for the Minuteman III
InterContinental Ballistic Missiles (ICBM), as well as airlaunched cruise and B61 bombs.
At the same time there will be a three year study into
designing earth penetrating nuclear weapons to destroy
hardened underground targets. These ‘mini-nukes’ will make
the use of nuclear weapons more likely.
Longer term plans are to build a new ICBM which would be
operational by 2020, a replacement for Trident which would be
operational by 2030 and a new nuclear bomber for 2040.

‘Debris Acceptance?’ America’s Backyard
A report, produced by Canada’s Department of National
Defence eight months ago states: ‘Even without participation (in
missile defence) we are still involved (with) ‘debris acceptance’.’
Amongst this ‘debris’ could be radio-active material and even
nuclear warheads
Whether we are in or out of the missile shield makes no
difference. We get dumped on any way.

Commentary
The missiles from one Trident submarine could kill or maim a
quarter of Russia’s population. On a local level, we can assume
that the Trident submarine base near Seattle and Nanoose is
targeted.
Based on the scenario of a nuclear missile taking about 20
minutes to reach the United States, the decision on whether to
launch interceptor missiles and nuclear retaliation would be
made in minutes (the ﬁnal decision is with the US president).
The debate over this dilemma for Canada is certainly useful.
Suddenly we learn from the US administration that there is no
security while the US and Russia still have thousands of nuclear
war heads aimed at each other’s military installations and cities.
We learn that Russia’s aging nuclear weapons systems are
dangerously unsafe and unreliable. That more nations are going
nuclear. As the North Korea military dictatorship has
demonstrated, a real and present danger is that small nations
can regard nukes as the great equalizer in a world of nuclear
powers without veriﬁable treaties.
(We went from the US Colt 45 ‘peacemaker’ to nuclear
stand-off in one lifetime) We learn that there is a possibility of
accidental nuclear missile launch. We learn that the US missile
defense technology is experimental—not reliable. At best a US
MISSILES, please turn to page 11

National Child Benefit
For our children to be happy and healthy, they need many things. Some are free, but
many are not. The National Child Benefit (NCB) gives financial support to
low-income families. This helps parents work towards a brighter future for
their children. And it also helps to reduce child poverty in Canada.
To find out more about all our services for children and their families and to receive your guide:

JAVA JIVE, from page 6
animals’ core habitat.
The authors ask consumers to do their part by buying
‘green’ coffee that is certified and provides a fair price to
farmers. They also call on the US, the world's largest coffee
consumer, to reassert itself in the International Coffee
Organization and to seek more wildlife-friendly certiﬁcation
programs for coffee.
Contrary to the folksy adverts, 98% of the coffee Canadians
consume is grown on large plantations and many of the huge
corporate coffee plantations are carved out of rainforest.
Four huge multinational corporations control 70% of the
world’s coffee market: Philip Morris, Nestlé, Procter &
Gamble, and Sara Lee.
Growing coffee the traditional 'shade grown' way would
help save large species in Indonesia and smaller species closer
to home. Clearing of forests for coffee plantations is killing
migratory birds.
‘For species like the Baltimore Oriole and Tennessee
Warbler,’ says Lisa Petit, a wildlife biologist with the
Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center in Washington, ‘the
numbers suffered a steep decline in the 1980s. It’s a time when
the conversion from shade grown coffee to sun grown coffee
was happening quickly and over a widespread area.’
Petit has been studying rainforests in southern Mexico, the
favourite destination of many of North America's migratory
birds. She’s concluded that to keep the bird populations stable,
you have to save the Mexican forests. And to save the forests,
she says, you have to make it profitable for Mexicans to
continue to produce shade grown coffee.
In March of this year, the NAFTA Commission for
Environmental Co-operation went to southern Mexico to get
coffee buyers, consumer groups and coffee growers together to
ﬁnd ways of getting environmentally friendly coffee into more
North American homes.
More java? - Make that more shade grown please.
Adapted from a CBC report.

Richard J. Wey BCLS
Legal, Engineering and Topographical Surveys
Subdivision Planning
The Oakville-Suite 106-9717 Third Street
Sidney, BC V8L 3A3

Telephone 250-656-5155 Fax: 250-656-5175
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"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Sidney Island: The next prestigious
address? Two oceanfront opportunities
with the plus of common dock, parks,
airstrip, road system. $223,000

Thetis Island: "Natural" w.f. acreage,
awaiting your development ideas! Drilled
well developed. Best Buy! See Li! $153,800

Valdes Island: w.f. & panoramic views,
sunny 2.21 acres, "west coast" retreat
cottage. $175,000

De Courcy Island : 152 ft of oceanfront, all
season cottage, large deck with hot tub, 2
woodstoves, 4000w generator, deep well,
lovely oceanviews. $269,000

Pender Island: Private, sunny w.f., log
cottage, dock, on water system! Garage/
workshop, studio. Great investment!
$599,000

Galiano Island: Sunny Phillimore Point
oceanfront, water access only, 1 acre,
super views, shared dock in Montague
Harbour. Opportunity! $199,800

Salt Spring Island: Maracaibo oceanfront,
S/SW/W exposures, large family home,
double garage, access to docks, beach, trails,
tennis, swimming. $958,000 +share

Saturna Island : Exquisite w.f. estate (10+
acres)! Beautiful character main home,
cottage, studio, dock, great beaches,
sunrises & sunsets! The best! See Li!

Salt Spring Island: Sunny rural retreat, 3
bed / 2 bath, studio space, wood ﬂoors,
wood stove, veggie garden, orchard.
$489,000

Salt Spring Island: Super ocean views! 2+
acres, new custom oceanfront home, 3 bed /
all ensuite, S/SW exposures, separate
oceanview studio, comm. water. See Li!

Pender Island: Pretty oceanviews,
charming home, wood ﬂoors, 4 bed, 2 bath,
large den, sauna, 2 levels of decking,
carport, pool, greenhouse, B&B option.
$519,000

Salt Spring Island : Spectacular oceanview
home, 6.98 acres, lovely forested property,
sunny, private, & one of a kind !
$1,350,000

Salt Spring Island: Ocean / mountains /
islands viewscapes, open plan living with
feature ﬁreplace, workshop, comm. water,
pretty land, sunny, close to town. $298,000

Galiano Island: spectacular oceanviews,
54.36 acres, custom home, guest cottage,
pond, walk to marine park. $1,250,000

Salt Spring Island: One plus acre gem!
Sunny & private, "as new" quality home, (3
bed/2bath), separate garage/studio,
comm. water, adjacent to park/greenbelt.
$429,000

Galiano Island: In beautiful Montague
Harbour, a sunny "West Coast
Contemporary” w.f. gem. Keep your boat
at your dock! Arrive by your own
ﬂoatplane! Sunsets! $699,000

Salt Spring Island: Beachcomber's delight,
oceanfront privacy, wrap around deck,
close to town. $879,000

Galiano Island : 60 acres, lowbank
oceanfront & beach, fantastic views,
forest, walking trails, Very Rare
Opportunity! See Li !

Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront 6.83 acres,
panoramic oceanview, S/W/SW
exposures, custom 7000+ sq ft home, 4 bed
/ all ensuite, B&B option. See Li

Salt Spring Island: Commanding views of
Fulford Harbour, 2 bed, 2 bath, stone
patio, rose garden, pond, excellent
greenhouse. $519,000

Saturna Island: Oceanview cottage, 1 bed,
1 bath & loft, supersized garage, fenced
garden, garden shed, woodshed. Walk to
ferry ! Perfect summer / weekend retreat !
$219,000

Salt Spring Island: 5.12 acres, level arable
land, forest, near beach access & trails,
close to ferry, quiet are of quality homes!
Sunny & private! excellent investment!
$199,700

Galiano Island: Almost 10 acres, lovely
land, oceanviews from rear of property,
orchard with several fruit trees. A Gem!
See Li ! $207,800

Salt Spring Island: Low bank & sandy
oceanfront, foreshore lease, renovated
home, sep. studio space, 50 GPM well, hot
tub, lots of decking, B&B option. $699,000

Li Read
Re/Max Realty of Salt Spring

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131
Fax: 250-537-4287
Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"
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Canada has
turned the corner
on SARS.
Respected health professionals and specialists in disease control are all
coming to the same conclusion: Canada has turned the corner on SARS.
To put things in perspective, Health Canada believes it is important to
remember the following points:
• The number of people who have recovered from SARS is going up.
• The total number of people in quarantine is going down.

“ Canada has provided such enormous leadership to all of us
in the global community.”
Dr. Julie Gerberding, Director of U.S. Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta – Global News 6:30 p.m., Friday, May 2, 2003

“ Canada was doing everything right, including screening passengers
as they left.”
Dr. David Heymann, World Health Organization, Executive Director of Communicable Diseases – Closing news conference,
Special international meeting on SARS – Toronto, Thursday, May 1, 2003

“ It’s safe to travel to Toronto.”
Dr. Paul Gully, Health Canada – Toronto Star, Thursday, April 24, 2003

“ Toronto continues to be a safe place. Anyone who’s travelling to Toronto,
either for business or pleasure, should be reassured that it is safe to do so.”
Dr. Colin D’Cunha, Commissioner of Public Health and Chief Medical Officer of Health – Toronto Star, Thursday, April 24, 2003

Thanks to the ceaseless efforts and hard work of health care workers, the threat of SARS is being dealt
with across the country. As for Toronto, all the facts indicate that it is safe to work, live and travel there.
For Government of Canada: 1 800 454-8302, TTY: 1 800 465-7735
www.canada.gc.ca
For Government of Ontario: 1 888 668-4636, TTY: 1 800 387-5559
www.health.gov.on.ca
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MISSILES, from page 8
missile defence would result in less missiles hitting US targets.

Canada sits between Russia and the US.
Canadian cities are perilously close to US targets. A Russian
nuclear missile targeted on Seattle and accidentally launched
could easily hit Vancouver or Victoria instead. If Russia went
back to MIRVs the risk of Canadian cities being hit would be
far worse.
LEGISLATION from page 3

Protecting the Accenture Deal
The most recent and egregious example of legislated legal chill
is found in the innocently named Energy and Mines Statutes
Amendment Act (Bill 10, 2003). Among other things, this Act
amends Section 12 of the Hydro and Power Authority Act (RSBC
1996 c212) to cover the contracts that BC Hydro has made with
Accenture for the privatization of administrative services. It
provides that the cabinet may ‘designate’ any agreement that
Hydro makes, and goes on to say:
(11) Despite the common law and the provisions of this or any
other enactment, if an agreement is designated under subsection
(9), (italics ours)
(a)
the authority is deemed to have, and to have always
had, the power and capacity to enter into the agreement,
(b) the agreement and all actions of the authority taken
in accordance with the provisions of the agreement are
authorized, valid and deemed to be required for the public
convenience and necessity,
(c)
the authority is deemed to have, and to have always
had, the power and capacity to carry out all of the obligations
imposed under, and to exercise all of the rights, powers and
privileges granted by, the agreement according to its terms,
(d) the agreement is binding on and enforceable by the
authority, according to the agreement’s terms, and
(e)
subject to subsection (12), the authority is not
required to obtain any approval, authorization, permit or
order under the Utilities Commission Act in connection with the
agreement or any actions taken in accordance with the terms
of the agreement, and the commission must not prohibit the
authority from taking any action that the authority is entitled
or required to take under the terms of the agreement.
(12) Nothing in subsection (11) (e) precludes the
commission from considering the costs incurred, or to be
incurred, in relation to an agreement designated under
subsection (9) when establishing the revenue requirements
and setting the rates of the authority.

Muzzling the BC Utilities Commission
The ostensible purpose of this part of the legislation is to
prevent the newly created BC Utilities Commission from
considering anything but the costs of the Accenture deal—
neither its scope, nor Accenture’s performance. This was
brought out by extensive questioning by NDP leader Joy
McPhail in Committee of the Legislature on February 27.
The Act deﬁnes the Accenture agreement as being ‘required
for the public convenience and necessity,’ normally something
that can only be done by the Commission. In case the
commission, or anyone else, thought they might challenge the
powers of BC Hydro to make an agreement giving away onethird of the organization, clause (c) is clearly intended to
discourage them, as retroactively as possible.

Our ﬁrst policy must be a reduction of Russia’s nuclear
missiles and rendering their entire arsenal safe from accidents. It
is critical to Canadian security that the US-Russia ABM treaty is
reinstated, which means no missile defence project. The above
would give some much needed impetus to the stalled
discussions for a UN Nuclear Weapons Convention. The only
nuclear missile defence is a total veriﬁable ban on nuclear
weapons.
A US missile defence that is not totally reliable could result
in incoming missiles just being put off course and hitting
Canadian cities. Even a reliable US missile defence system
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HE SAID from page 4
I don’t want to give more of the tale away, so I’ll just say
that Neopole’s original songs sometimes burst out with
frustration, other times are poignant and wise, and in any case
are well-crafted and smoothly woven into the show’s dialogue.
So it works! But what’s the point? What I heard ‘He Said,
She Sang’ say was that even if all you ﬁnd is someone else who
can understand you, then it’s worth the journey. And what’s
more (as Neopole sings), to be ‘important in someone’s heart’
means something. To be important ‘in my own heart’ means
even more.
P.S. Check out www.skam.ca or www.carolyn.ca for future
May and June shows. ✐

HOME , GARDEN & PROPERTY

AUTOMOTIVE
SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

IS YOUR DECK OR
PATIO TOO HOT?

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

Roofing
Contractors

TRANSMISSION SPECIAL!
✔Trans inspection
✔Cleanpan ✔adjust bands
only
$
.95
✔Replace pan gasket
reg. $49.95
✔Check modulator
Filter extra if
required
✔Adjust throttle linkage
✔Fill with new trans. fluid

29

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

ARMOUR

ROOFING

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

Turn a too-hot deck or patio
into your most used ‘room’
with a beautiful, easy-to-use
retractable patio awning
(also great for bar-b-queing
during a shower).

Call Today

1-800-563-5558
PACIFIC ROLLSHUTTERS
& AWNINGS

• Torch-On
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599

FOR WILD BIRDS
& GARDENERS
Home & Garden
Accessories
•

Wild Bird & Hummingbird
Feeders
•

Quality Seed and Suet
George Lovick & Calvor Palmateer

1-250-881-7575
566 Johnson St, Victoria
Email:hummgarden@telus.net
Locally owned/operated since 1997

Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.armoursheetmetal.com

Serving Victoria & Gulf Is. since 1991

REAL ESTATE
Victoria now has the most
expensive homes in
Canada If you are looking
for an island home consider
the upisland alternative
Same great
climate and lifestyle
easy access to big city
amenities &
great small town prices!
For info on properties from
Victoria to Nanaimo

www.rayandlen.com

1-888-291-LAND

Re/Max Ocean Pointe Realty

COMPUTERS

‘Despite the Common Law’
But the really remarkable part of this legislation is the phrase
‘Despite the common law and the provisions of this or any
other enactment.’ A computer search of the entire body of BC’s
legislation reveals no precedent for this, no previous use of
such a comprehensive prohibition, no previous attempt to
suspend the entire body of the common law.
Besides suspending the powers of the BC Utilities
Commission, it also attempts to remove the grounds for any
other legal challenge to the actions of BC Hydro in signing or
carrying out any of the several different agreements which it
has with Accenture.
The courts might well view this as a direct challenge to
their constitutional function. But in particular, it can be seen as
an attempt to remove any legal grounds for a proposed class
action suit by 52,000 British Columbians acting through BC
Citizens for Public Power.
This government clearly wishes to block anyone who
might challenge their legislation in the courts. It will be
interesting to see if challengers will refuse to be ‘chilled’ by
such legislative language, and that if courts will consider the
government above the law. ✐

would expose Canada to uncontrollable risk from nuclear
warheads and material.
The missile defence thinking assumes the insanity of
continued nuclear weapons and the risk of nuclear war
including the risk of accidental nuclear missile launch. Good for
Canada? What can these people be thinking?
Prime Minister Jean Chrétien has said the Canadian
government will be taking two or three weeks to respond to the
US proposal. In the interim he can be contacted at House of
Commons, Ottawa, K1A 0A6; phone: 613-992-4211; fax 613-9416900; email:pm@pm.gc.ca . ✐

www.ssimerchant.ca

The Gulf Island’s
Only Apple Mac
Reseller and
Support!

Apple Authorized VAR

• New Macs •
• Setup • Training in
most programs incl. OS X •
• Upgrades & Software •

250-537-5931

www.pacificrollshutters.com

allwoodpatiorooms.com
Complete patio
enclosures
High quality wood
doors, windows

604-590-2631

ndependent
Certified Home
Inspectors of BC

WELL DRILLERS
539-5252 &
250-478-6937

DECKS • FIREPLACES
FACINGS
ESTIMATES

604-725-7713

778-839-0546 AFTER 6PM

Toll Free

1-877-725-7712

FOR RENT
Saturna Island. 2 bedroom house,
large sunny deck, fresh paint, long
rental, washer/ dryer, fridge, stove.
No smoking, no pets, references.
$650 + utilities. 250-539-2975
Available May 1, approx 800 sq. ft.
Commercial Retail space, located
below the Islander Restaurant,
North Pender Island. Call Kelly
604-599-4200

MANAGEMENT LTD.

Email:

www.forestlumber.com

D.A. SMITHSON & SONS

“We inspect the
inspectors”

PROPERTY

residual-income@leadingedge3.com

6080 Sooke Road, Sooke BC V0S 1N0

www.armordecking.com

BRICK BLOCK TILE STONE

www.tarrisinnovations.ca

www.AvenaOriginals.com/wellness
www.LeadingEdge3.com

Forest Lumber Company
Tel: 250-642-4899
Fax: 250-642-3466

CALL MARK

604•921•3321

www.independentinspectorsbc.org

ISLAND EXPLORER

Home Business
Websites to Explore.

• Traditional cedar stave and hoop
• Corrosion proof hoops and hardware
• 30 mil flexible plastic liner
• Pre-shingled cedar roof panels
• Easy to transport and assemble
• 3000 and 9000 gal sizes.

100% WATERPROOF • LOW
MAINTENANCE • SLIP, FADE, ROT,
MILDEW, ACID & FIRE RESISTANT
• CMHC APPROVED FOR ALL
APPLICATIONS • 5 YR. WARRANTY
• CANADIAN MADE

www.cityofads.com/hunter

Tarris Innovations

BUSINESS OPP

Water Cisterns

250-654-0230
Southern Gulf
House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER: Spectacular view, two
bedroom, 1-1⁄2 bathrooms–$700.
Now accepting new long term
and vacation listings.
PROVEN SERVICE •
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

BEST BUY!

HELP WANTED
Housekeeper/ cook. Pender Island.
Summer fulltime. Enquire 250-6293861
Summer
job
opportunity.
Restoration technician. Applicant
must be a student. Training
provided. Deadline May 24.
Contact Galiano Conservancy
Association:
250-539-2424,
galiano_conservancy@gulﬁslands.com

CASH

FOR LAUNDRY

Need reliable person on
Galiano to wash and dry
laundry, now till October, for
family on nearby Island.

250-537-7605

High Visibility to Promote Your Business to 33,000 Readers from
Tsawwassen to Victoria 250-629-3660 (Fax: 250-629-3838)

FMR Falling Ltd.

250-749-6815

MARINE
ISLAND
MARINE
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: imarinec@saltspring.com

www.islandmarine.ca
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Inter-island marriage
Christa Grace-Warrick

A

t a recent drumming and toning workshop on Pender,
instructor Shasta Martinuk commented that Pender was
so much quieter than her Island (Bowen). I said, ‘Don’t
you believe it! But the key to tranquility is to visit somebody else’s
island?’ Just one week later on May 16, I was putting the maxim
into practice on Thetis at the wedding of Pender Islander Tony
Clark and Thetis Islander Pam Lee. I was in good company as
twenty-ﬁve Penderites in a ﬂotilla of boats headed up the coast
for the occasion. We mostly missed the rain, had a few burst of
sun—typical ‘May Two-Four’ weather. Rough roads, rustic
camping or sleeping on boats, outdoor showers, campﬁres,
oysters off the beach all worked their magic—slowing us down to
island time.
However, in the background were many Thetis Islanders
dashing around with pick-up trucks and four-by-fours creating
the fairytale setting of an seashore wedding deep in the woods.
Island kitchens and stoves were on high with food prep for a
hundred plus.
At the ceremony, those who ventured into wedding ﬁnery
made the mental effort to turn up their internal thermostats. The
bride wore a full-length, spaghetti-strap, drop-waisted, full
skirted, white dress and a little angora wooly. Most of the Pender
women wore signature lace gloves in multi-hues to complement
their pile jackets.
Keith Watt from Morning Bay Farm was resplendent in dark,
suit, tie, shirt and glasses. Best Gal Barb Reid elegantly braved the
breeze in a slender mini-dress and high heels. At the other end of
the sartorial scale, John Carlton gave the toast in shorts and lace-

less deck shoes.
The ceremony, on the
sandstone turf by the arbutus
tree, was short, sweet and funny.
The kiss was long and lingering.
The wedding breakfast was a
crab and prawn feast, caught
locally (over several weeks) with
beautiful salads and the prettiest
cake imaginable.
We all wished them well on
the voyage of discovering, Islands’ wedding on Thetis
accepting and enjoying one
another on the high seas of matrimony.
It was my ﬁrst trip to Thetis. At the Chemainus terminal, I had
the typical and elating experience of being the last car squeezed
(sideways) on the ferry. The crew complain that they are stuck
with the too-small Klitsa all summer. Their ‘bigger ’ ship
(Quinsam?) is seconded to Denman/Hornby for the season.
I loved the yesteryear feeling of Thetis—great to be on
somebody else’s Island. Old-timer Adam Hunter, who gave the
bride away, says that property prices are being driven up.
American are taking advantage of favourable exchange rate, here
as everywhere, to acquire waterfront.
Looking west, the back-drop of Vancouver Island’s mountains
is spectacular, although very bright with lights at night—rather
like looking east from Mayne Island or Galiano. Thetis is not a

May is Child Care Month, but BC
has Nothing to Celebrate ~ Rita Chudnovsky
After years on the back pages, child care is
once again on the agenda. The federal
government is talking about a national child
care plan and the federal budget included
$935 million for early learning and child care.
On March 13th, federal/provincial/territorial
ministers agreed to spend these funds over the
next 5 years to improve access to affordable,
regulated, quality child care programs.
Here in BC, however, we are moving in the
opposite direction, cutting money from child
care and ‘restructuring’ child care funding in
ways that erode access.
Last year, the government reduced the
income threshold at which families could
qualify for a subsidy by $285 per month, and
also reduced the size of partial subsidies
available to those above the threshold. Before
the cuts, for example, a single parent with a 4year-old in licensed group care who earns
$11/hour was eligible for a child care subsidy
of $368 per month. Now that parent’s subsidy
is only $246 per month. If she lives in
Vancouver, she would be lucky to ﬁnd fulltime licensed group care for less than $550 per
month.
The province has also cancelled the
funding program that made over 15,000
licensed before- and after-school child care
spaces available to families for no more than
$7 a day. This program, introduced in
September 2000, was widely used and showed
that when parents can afford licensed quality
care, they choose it.
The results of these cuts are already
becoming clear. In the fall of 2002, more than
700 BC child care providers took part in a
survey that took a snapshot of how funding
cuts and changes in child care policy are
playing out in communities and
neighbourhoods. The picture they paint is
disturbing.
Most noticeably, children from low- and
modest-income families are being withdrawn
from licensed and regulated child care at an
alarming rate. Forty nine per cent of caregivers
surveyed report that they have vacancies,
often for the ﬁrst time in more than a decade.
And 57% now have fewer children who are
eligible for subsidy in their programs.
The reason is clear. Due to cuts to the child
care subsidy—which have already affected
more than 10,500 BC families—many low- and
modest-income families can no longer afford
to pay for quality child care. They are leaving
programs that meet basic health and safety
standards and adhere to regulations—
covering staff training, maximum group sizes
and other factors that are associated with
quality care and positive childhood
outcomes—in favour of cheaper unregulated

alternatives. As a result of cuts to the beforeand after-school care program, caregivers
report that many primary school-aged
children are now being left on their own.
Any policy change that pushes children
out of regulated child care ﬂies directly in the
face of an overwhelming body of research
showing that training and regulation are
central to the quality of child care and to
children’s well-being. The evidence is
unequivocal: high quality child care supports
healthy childhood development, while poor
quality care can have a lifelong negative effect.
Yet the provincial government’s changes
threaten to reduce what is already an
inadequate supply of licensed child care
spaces. Nineteen per cent of surveyed
caregivers say they may have no choice but to
close their doors in the near future, and 52%
are concerned about their future viability.
Perhaps the most disturbing thing to
emerge from the survey of child care
providers is that we appear to be headed for a
two-tiered child care system in BC. This is
because programs that serve families who can
afford to pay have been affected least by the
recent cuts, and will in fact beneﬁt most from
the province’s new method of determining
funding. In stark contrast to the number of
licensed caregivers who say they may have to
close their doors as a result of the cuts, many
others report increasing enrollment or have
increased their fees. These programs tend to
serve higher income families who can afford
to pay and who have not been affected by
changes to the subsidy.
This trend towards a two-tiered system
will be further entrenched by the new Child
Care Operating Funding Program, which
began on April 1, 2003. The amount of money
that licensed family and group child care
programs receive will be based on their actual
enrollment. Perversely, the result will be that
programs with full enrollment—which
usually serve areas where families can afford
to pay for child care—will receive more
money. Programs with vacancies—because
the families they serve can’t afford to pay—
will receive less funding, making a bad
situation worse.
The tragic irony is that a government that
ran on a platform of targeting child care
funding to those who need it most is creating
a system of quality care for those who can pay,
and substandard care for the rest. Surely our
children deserve better.
Rita Chudnovsky is a long-time child care advocate
and a research associate with the Canadian Centre
for Policy Alternatives. www.policyalternatives.ca.
✐
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Island of parks but has three large institutional camps—one very
spruced-up one down by the ferry terminal.
A lot of snow-bird residents make it hard to pin down the
number of year-rounders. Estimates varied from 300-400. The
school seems to be thriving with about 20 youngsters. Thetis is an
island apparently less socially organized than like-populated
Saturna. This is probably because of a frequent and short ferry
ride to Vancouver Island, giving access to services there.
Apart from being removed from one’s day-to-day, often
break-neck schedule, the magic of Island-hopping for me is in
comparing how an Island’s particular structure and cultures have
developed in response to quite speciﬁc pressures.
High time to forsake the computers more frequently, in search
of ‘essence of island.’ ✐

Accommodation & Attractions
Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
250-361-9365 www.canoeandkayakcentre.com
575 Pembroke
Victoria, B.C.
1-877-921-9365

TOURS
INSTRUCTION
RENTALS
SALES

Canada’s
Friendly
B&Bs
www.bbvacation.com
canadacyberhighway.com

‘Unity Sea To Sea’

VANCOUVER ISLAND
CANOE & KAYAK CENTRE

Casa dela Playa
B&B & Wellness Packages.
Oceanfront,walking distance
from the heart of Ganges
537-8911

1-800-817-2190
www.saltspringwellness.com

Getaway to
Salt Spring Island
Enjoy healing mineral spring
private bath

59 $ 79

$

Weekdays

$

238
3 days

2 nights
2 people

Weekends

At Home In Victoria
Comfortable lodging. Close
to downtown & hospitals.

$25/sgle, $35/dble, queen

250-920-9953
BEACHCOMBER MOTEL

Sunny Vesuvius Bay. Ocean
views, patio, large kitchenettes,
orchard. Walk to restaurant, pub
and beach. Cable TV &
complimentary coffee.
770 Vesuvius Bay Rd, Salt Spring

250-537-5415

PAGE’S

RESORT & MARINA

Moped Packages and
hourly/daily rentals

250-247-8931

www.saltspringspa.com

The Island's premiere resort hotel.

Dalhousie B&B

Now Open in Crofton

T h eWakeside
Next to the Wharf & Saltspring
ferry dock Enjoy great views
from the patio and great
food in the dining room
am to pm

Live Jazz every
Sunday afternoon
in our pub!

Silva Bay, Gabriola Is.
www.pagesresort.com

1-800-665-0039

  Joan Ave
 

A quiet haven in Victoria.
Walk to beach, close to
hospital & university.
Organic breakfasts, ensuites.

250-598-7015
Waterfront
Dining &
Rooftop Lounge
in beautiful
Cowichan Bay
Information &
reservations:


at the

Oceanfront Grand
Resort & Marina


Experience the ultimate high - 140 feet that is !!
Over 120,000 accident free jumps
- fully trained staff- night jumping - camping - licensed dining - vollyeball - shower/laundry - shuttle - natural setting To book the shuttle for pick up at the ferry terminal,
call our toll free number during business hours.
1-250-753-JUMP (5867) or 1-800-668-7771
On the highway just north of Nanaimo Airport
www.bungyzone.com

 Cowichan Bay Road

 



FAIRFIELD VICTORIA
Lovely large room full
bath separate entrance 
mins from beach  mins
from Beacon Hill Park 

 

